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FBOOEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


MoiTOAT,  December  8, 18S2. 
EleetAon  of  Praidmt  pro  tern. 

At  19  o'clock,  th'e  Senate  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  3x)wme,  (the  Vide  Prebi- 
DENT  being  absent,  and  the  President  pro  tem- 
pore, Mr.  Tazewell,  having  resigned  his  seat  in 
the  Senate,)  and  thirty-two  members  appearing 
in  tJieir  eeata,  and  there  being  a  qnorom, 
Mr.  Shetb,  of  Varylaud,  moved  to  proceed  to 
the  eleotion  of  Prendent  pro  tempore,  whioh 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Hugh  L.  Whitb,  of  Teonesaee,  hav- 
ing rcc^ved  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  was 
declared  duly  elected  President  of  the  Senate, 
pro  tempore,  and  being  condncted  to  the  chair 
by  Mr.  Ttlkb,  of  Virginia,  returned  his  ac- 
knowledgmentB  to  the  ^nato,  as  follows; 

To  the  members  of  the  Senate  I  tender  my  rin- . 
cere  acknowledgments  for  ttie  dlstinguiahed  honor 
conferred  by  their  Tote. 

No  person  who  hu  been  so  long  a  member  of  this 
body  could  have  been  selected  vbo  has  made  the 
mlee  of  its  proceedings  less  an  object  of  his  study. 
This  circumataoce  vill  make  my  errors  more  namer- 
ous  than  might  be  antidpated,  and  will  throw  me 
oflener  on  the  kind  indulgence  of  the  Senate. 

Whatever  my  errors  may  be,  I  have  the  consola- 
tion of  knowing  that  they  can  be  revised  and  cor- 
rected at  the  instance  of  any  member ;  and  I  beg 
every  one  to  believe  that  so  fkr  from  feeling  hurt  at 
the  correctness  of  mydeddons  bdng  qae8tioned,it 
Till  be  matter  of  gratification  that  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  may  be  taken  in  every  Instance  when  it  may 
be  supposed  I  am  mistaken. 

Whatever  industry  and  attention  can  do  towards 
removing  defects  In  qualifications  I  promise  shall 
be  done,  and  I  shall  take  the  chair,  determined  that 
hi  anxious  desire  to  do  that  which  is  Just  towards 
every  member,  and  that  wUeh  wDt  most  ivomote 
the  correct  discharge  of  the  Important  budneas  we 
may  have  to  perform,  IwQl  not  be  ezoeeded  by  any 
who  have  preceded  me. 


On  motion  it  was  ordered  that  meesa^^ 
commnnicating  the  election  of  Hr.  White  sr 
President  pro  tempore,  be  sent  to  the  Honse  of 
Kepresentstives,  and  to  the  Pferident  the 
United  States. 

Messrs.  GsomT  and  FBEmroHursBn'  were 
appointed  on  the  Joint  Committee,  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  of  the  readiness  of  the  two  Houses  to  re- 
ceive from  him  any  commtmioalaon. 


TuESDAT,  December  4. 

The  sitting  to-day  was  occnpied  in  receiving 
and  reading  the  Preadent's  Message  as  foUows : 

FtlUfu  CUiMeHs  c/tlu  Smote 

and  House  of  RepreeentaHves  : 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  upon 
your  return  to  the  seat  of  Government,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discharging  your  duties  to  the  people  of  die 
United  States.  Although  the  pestilence  which  had 
traversed  the  Old  World  has  entered  oqr  limits,  and 
extended  its  ravages  over  much  of  our  land,  it  has 
pleased  Almighty  God  to  mitigate  Its  severity,  and 
lessen  the  number  of  its  victims,  compared  with 
those  who  have  fallen  in  most  other  countries  over 
whidi  it  has  spread  its  terrors.  Notwithstanding 
this  viutatiOD,  our  country  presents,  on  every  ude, 
marks  of  prosperity  and  happineas,  imequilled,  per- 
haps, in  any  other  portion  of  the  world.  If  we 
Ailly  appredate  our  comparative  condition,  existing 
causes  of  discontent  will  appear  unworthy  of  atten* 
tion,  and,  with  hearts  of  thankfulness  to  that  Divine 
Being  who  has  filled  oar  cup  of  pro^rity,  we  shall 
feel  oar  resolution  strengthened  to  preserve  and 
band  down  to  posterity  that  liberty  and  that  untOn 
which  we  have  received  from  our  fidhers,  and  whioh 
constitute  the  sources  and  the  shield  of  all  our 
blessings. 

The  relations  of  onr  country  continue  to  present 
the  same  picture  of  amicable  intercourse  that  I  bad 
the  satis&ction  to  hold  up  to  your  view  at  the  open- 
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ing  of  your  last  seBUon.  The  Bame  fiieDdly  profes- 
riona,  the  same  deure  to  participate  in  our  flourish- 
be  commerce,  the  Same  dispotdtioa  to  refrain  from 
iiyories  uniatentionally  offered,  are,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, eriaced  by  all  oationa  with  whom  we  have 
any  iatorcourse.  This  desirable  state  of  things  ma/ 
be  mainly  ascribed  to  our  undeTlating  practice  of 
the  rule  'which  has  long  guided  our  national  policy, 
to  require  do  exclusive  privileges  in  commerce,  and 
to  grant  none.  It  is  dai^  producing  ila  beneficial 
effect,  in  the  respect  shown  to  our  flag,  the  protec- 
tion of  our  citizens  and  their  property  abroad,  and 
in  the  increase  of  our  navigation,  and  the  extension 
of  oar  mercantile  operations.  The  returns  which 
have  been  made  out  since  we  last  met  will  show  an 
increase  during  the  last  preceding  year  of  more  than 
80,000  tons  in  our  shipping,  and  of  near  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollizs  in  the  aggregate  at  our  imports  and 
exports. 

Nor  hare  we  less  reason  to  felicitate  ourselres  on 
the  position  of  our  pohtical  than  of  our  commercial 
concerns.  They  remain  in  the  state  in  which  they 
were  when  I  last  addressed  you — a  state  of  prosper- 
ity and  peace,  the  effect  of  a  wise  attention  to  the 
parting  advice  of  the  revered  fkther  of  his  country 

ftMs  subject  Gondeused  bto  a  maxim  for  the  use 
posterity  by  one  of  his  most  distinguished  suc- 
cessors, to '  cultivate  free  commerce  and  honest 
friendship  with  all  nations,  but  to  make  entangling 
alliances  with  none.  A  strict  adherence  to  this 
policy  has  kept  us  aloof  from  the  perplexing  ques- 
tions ttut  now  acetate  the  European  world,  and 
have  more  than  once  debged  those  countries  with 
blood,  ^ould  those  scenes  nnfortnnately  recur, 
the  parties  to  the  contest  may  count  on  a  iuthfnl 
performance  of  the  duties  incumbent  outus  as  a 
neutral  nation,  and  our  citizens  may  equally  rely  on 
the  firm  assertion  of  their  neutral  rights. 

With  the  nation  that  was  our  earliest  fiiend  and 
ally  ia  the  iofiuioy  of  our  politiciti  existence,  the 
most  friendly  relations  have  subsisted  through  the 
late  revolutions  of  its  Government,  and,  from  the 
events  of  the  last,  promise  a  permuient  duration. 
It  has  made  an  approximation  in  some  of  its  politi- 
cal institutions  to  our  own,  and  rused  a  monarch  to 
the  throne,  who  preserves,  it  is  said,  a  friendly 
recfdlection  of  the  period  during  whiah  he  acquired 
amoiw  our  citizens  the  high  consideration  that  could 
then  nam  been  produced  by  his  personal  qualifica- 
tions alone. 

Oar  commerce  with  tiiat  nation  Is  gradually  as- 
suming a  mutually  beneficial  character,  and  the  ad- 
justment of  the  daims  of  our  dtizeos  has  removed 
the  only  obsta^  there  waa  to  an  intercourse  not 
onl^  lucrative,  but  productive  of  literary  and  sci- 
entific improvement. 

From  Great  Britain  I  have  the  satisfiustion  to  in- 
form you  that  I  continue  to  receive  assurances  of 
the  most  amicable  dispontion,  which  have,  on  my 
part,  on  all  proper  occasions,  been  promptiy  and 
sincerely  reciprocated.  The  attention  of  that  Oov- 
emroeot  has  latteriy  been  so  much  engrossed  by 
matters  of  a  deeply  bteresting  domestic  character 
that  we  oould  not  press  upon  it  the  renewal  of  ne- 
KOtiatitHis  which  had  been  unfortunately  brolcen  off 
by  the  unexpected  recall  of  our  Minister,  who  had 
commenced  them  with  some  hopes  of  success.  My 
ereat  object  was  the  settlement  of  questions  which, 
though  now  dormant,  might  hereafter  be  revived 
under  drcumstances  that  would  endanger  the  good 
vnderstanding  which  it  is  ^  interest  of  both  par- 
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ties  to  preserve  inviolate,  cemented,  as  it  is,  by  a 
commuitity  of  language,  manners,  and  social  habits, 
and  by  the  high  obhgations  we  owe  to  our  Britisli 
ancestors  for  many  of  our  most  valuable  institu- 
tions, and  for  that  system  of  representative  Govern- 
ment which  has  enabled  us  to  preserve  and  improve 
them. 

The  question  of  our  Korth-eastem  boundary  stilt 
remains  unsettied.  In  my  last  annual  Message  I 
explained  to  you  the  utuation  in  which  I  found  &ta,t 
business  on  my  coming  into  office,  and  the  measures 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  pursue  for  asserting  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  before  the  Sovereign 
who  had  been  chosen  by  my  predecessor  to  deter- 
mine the  question;  and,  also,  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  disposed  of  it.  A  special  message  to  the 
Senate  in  their  executive  capadty,  afterwards 
bzoofthi  before  them  fte  questitm,  whether  they 
would  advise  a  submisson  to  the  opinion  of  the 
sovereign  arbiter.  That  body  having  comndered 
the  award  as  not  obligatory,  and  advised  me  to 
open  a  further  negotiation,  the  proposition  was  im- 
mediately made  to  the  British  Government :  bat 
the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  alluded,  have 
hitherto  {mvented  any  answer  being  ^ven  to  the 
overture.  Early  attention,  however,  has 'been 
promised  to  the  subject,  and  every  effort,  on  my 
part,  will  be  made'  for  a  eatis&ctory  aettiement  of 
this  question,  interesting  to  the  Union  generally, 
and  particularly  ao  to  one  of  its  members. 

The  claims  of  our  citizens  on  Spam  are  not  yet 
acknowledged.  On  a  doaer  investiigation  of  them 
than  appears  to  have  hereti^ore  taken  place,  It  waa 
discovered  that  some  of  these  demands,  however 
strong  they  might  he  upon  the  equity  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, were  not  such  as  could  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  national  interference.  And,  iaithful  to  the 
principle  of  asking  nothing  but  what  was  clearly 
right,  additional  Uistructions  have  been  sent  to 
modify  our  demands,  so  as  to  embrace  those  only 
On  wUch,  accordbg  to  the  laws  of  nations,  we  had 
a  strict  t^t  to  insist.  An  bevltable  delay  in  pro- 
curing the  documents  necessary  for  this  review  of 
the  merita  of  these  clums,  retarded  this  operation, 
until  an  unfortunate  malady  which  has  atucted  hia 
Catholic  Majesty,  prevented  an  examination  of 
them.  Bemg  now,  for  the  first  time,  presented  m 
an  unexceptumable  form,  ji  is  confi^tiy  hoped 
the  ai^cauon  vUH  be  saoceeBfhL 

I  have  the  satis&ction  to  inform  you  that  the  ap> 
plication  I  directed  to  be  made  for  the  delivery  of  a 
part  of  the  ardiives  of  Florida,  wludi  had  been  car- 
ried to  the  Havana,  has  produced  a  royal  order  for 
their  delivery,  and  that  measures  have  been  taken 
to  procure  its  execution. 

By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  commu- 
nicated to  you  on  the  26th  of  June  last,  you  were 
informed  of  the  conditional  reduction  obtuned  by 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  of  the 
'  duties  on  tonnage  levied  on  American  shipping  in 
'  the  ports  of  Spain.  The  condition  of  that  reduc- 
tion having  been  complied  with  on  our  part,  by  the 
act  passed  the  ISth  of  July  last,  I  have  the  satis&c- 
tton  to  infonn  you  that  our  ships  now  pay  no  high- 
er nor  other  duties  b  the  contmental  ports  of  S[Mun 
than  are  levied  on  their  national  vessels. 

The  demands  against  Portugal  for  Ulegal  captures 
b  the  blockade  of  Terceira,  have  been  allowed  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  accounts  presented  by  the 
claimants,  and  payment  was  promised  to  be  made 
b  ihtee  inatalments.  The  first  of  these  has  been 
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paid;  the  second,  although  due,  had  not*  at  the 
date  of  our  last  advicea,  been  received,  owing,  it 
was  alleged,  to  embarrassments  in  the  financea,  con* 
sequent  on  the  civil  war  in  which  that  la^m  u  en- 
gaged. 

The  payments  sUpoIated  hj  the  Gonvention  with 
Denmaric  have  been  punotnally  made,  and  Uie 
MDomit  is  ready  for  distribution  among  the  chdm* 
ants,  aa  soon  as  the  Board  now  sitdng  shall  bare 

performed  their  iunotlona. 

I  regret  that,  by  the  last  adrlcea  from  oar  Charg6 
d'A^irea  at  Naples,  that  Ctovenuneat  had  stiU  de- 
lajed  the  eatiafaction  dne  to  anr  dtizena ;  bat  at 
that  date  the  ^ect  of  the  last  instmoUoos  was  not 
known.  Deapatches  from  tiiencs  are  hourly  ex- 
pected, and  toe  resolt  will  .be  communieated  to  you 
without  delay. 

With  the  rest  of  Europe  our  relations,  political 
and  commercial  remain  unchanged.  Ke^otiations 
are  gtung  on,  to  put  on  a  permanent  bama  the  lib- 
eral Bystem  of  commerce  now  carried  on  between 
us  and  the  Empire  of  Bosna.  The  treaty  conduded 
with  AtuAris  is  executed  by  His  Imperial  Uuesty 
with  the  most  perfect  good  &itb ;  and,  as  we  nave 
no  diplomatic  agent  at  his  court,  he  perBOoally  in- 
quired into,  and  corrected,  a  proceeding  of  some  of 
Ms  subaltern  officers,  to  the  i^ory  of  our  Ooosol  in 
one  of  his  ports. 

Oar  treaty  with  the  BabUme  F^rte  Is  modndng 
its  expected  dfbcts  on  oar  commerce.  New  mar- 
kets are  opening  for  our  commoiUties,  and  a  more 
extenave  range  for  the  employment  of  our  ships. 
A  slight  augmentation  of  the  duties  on  our  com- 
merce, inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  treaty,  had 
been  imposed ;  but,  on  the  repreientaUon  of  onr 
ChargA  d'Ai&ves,  it  has  been  promptly  withdrawn, 
and  we  now  eqjoy  the  trade  and  naTigation  of  the 
Black  Sea,  and  of  all  the  ports  beloDgiBg  to  the 
Tnrkish  Bmtxre  and  Asia,  on  the  most  perftet 
equality  with  all  foreign  nations. 

I  wish  esmeatly  that,  in  anooundog  to  you  the 
continuance  of  fiiendship  and  the  Increase  of  a 
profitable  conrnterdal  intercourse  with  Mexico, 
with  Central  America,  and  the  States  of  the  South, 
I  could  accompany  it  with  the  assurance  that  they 
all  are  blened  with  that  internal  tranquillity  and 
foreign  peace  which  their  heroic  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  their  independence  merits.  In  Uexico,  a 
sanguinary  struggle  is  now  carried  on,  which  has 
caused  some  embarrassment  to  our  commerce ;  but 
both  parties  profess  the  most  friendly  dispodtion 
towards  ns.  To  the  termination  of  tlus  contest  we 
look  for  the  estaUiahment  of  that  secure  intercourse 
so  necessary  to  nations  whose  territories  are  con- 
tiguous. How  important  it  will  be  to  us  we  may 
calculate  &om  the  fact,  that,  even  in  this  tm&vora- 
Ue  state  of  things,  our  maritime  commerce  has  in- 
creased, and  an  internal  trade  by  caravans,  from 
St.  Lonis  to  Saata  Fe,  vndee  the  ^otection  d  e»- 
oortfl  ftmished  by  the  Government,  fs  carried  on  to 
great  advantage,  and  is  duly  increasing.  The 
agents  provided  for,  by  the  treaty  with  this  power, 
to  dedgnate  the  boundaries  which  it  established, 
hare  been  named  on  our  part ;  bubone  of  the  evils 
the  dvii  war  now  raging  there  has  been  that  the 
appointment  of  tiiose  with  whom  they  were  to  eo- 
operate  has  not  yet  been  announced  to  us. 

The  Government  of  Central  America  has  expelled 
from  its  territory  the  party  which  some  time  since 
disturbed  its  peace.  Dedroos  of  fostering  a  fiivoraUe 
d^odtioii  Wards  vs,  wUeh  has  on  mote  than  one 


occadon  been  evinced  by  this  interesting  country, 
I  made  a  second  attempt  in  this  year  to  eatablish  a 
diplomatic  intercourse  with  them,  but  the  death  of 
the  distinguished  citizen  whom  I  had  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  has  retarded  the  execution  of  measures 
from  wUch  I  hoped  much  advantage  to  our  com- 
merce. The  onifm  of  Uie  three  States  wUeh  form- 
ed the  Republic  of  Colombia  has  been  di^lved ; 
but  they  all,  it  is  believed,  condder  themsdves  as 
separately  bound  by  the  TreAtj  which  was  made  in 
their  federal  capacity.  The  lUnister  accredited  to 
the  Federation  continues  in  that  character  near  the 
Gorenuoent  of  Kew  Oruiada,  and  hopes  were  en- 
tertdned  that  a  new  Union  wonld  be  fonned  be> 
tween  the  separate  States,  at  least  for  the  purposes 
of  foreign  intercourse.  Our  Kioister  has  been  in- 
structed to  use  his  good  offices,  whenever  they  ahall 
be  dedred,  to  produce  the  re-union  so  much  to  be 
wished,  for  the  domestic  tranquillity  of  the  parties, 
and  the  security  and  &cility  of  foreign  commerce. 

Some  agitations,  naturally  attendant  on  an  iufiuit 
rdgn,  have  prevailed  in  the  emfdre  of  BradI,  whidi 
have  had  tiie  usual  effect  upon  oommerdal  opera* 
tions ;  and  while  they  suspended  the  condderation 
of  cldms  created  on  dmilar  occadons,  they  have 

S'ven  rise  to  new  complaints  on  the  part  of  our  aU 
3ns.  A  proper  consideration  for  calamities  and 
difficulties  of  tins  nature  has  made  us  less  argent 
and  peremptory  in  oar  demands  for  justice  wui 
duty  to  our  fellow-dtizens  would,  under  other  cir- 
cumstances,  have  required.  But  thehr  dums  are 
not  neglected,  and  will  on  all  intiper  oocadons  be 
urged,  and,  it  is  hoped,  with  effect. 

I  refrdn  from  making  any  communication  on  the 
aubiect  of  our  affura  with  Buenos  Ayres,  because 
the  n^otiation  commtuiicated  to  you  in  my  last  an- 
nnd  message  was,  at  the  date  <^  onr  last  ad^ces, 
still  pending,  and  in  a  state  that  would  render  a 
publication  of  the  detuls  inexpedient. 

A  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  has  been  form- 
ed with  the  Republic  of  Chili,  which,  if  approved  by 
the  Senate,  will  be  laid  before  you.  That  Govern- 
ment seems  to  be  established,  and  at  peace  with  its 
neighbora ;  and  its  porta  being  the  resorts  of  onr 
ships  which  are  employed  in  the  highly  important 
trade  of  fisheries,  this  commercial  convention  can- 
not but  be  of  great  advantage  to  our  felloW'<itizeaB 
enraged  in  that  perilous  but  profitable  business. 

Our  commerce  with  the  neighboring  State  of 
Peru,  owing  to  the  onerous  duties  levied  on  our 
prindpal  artides  of  export,  has  been  on  the  declii^ 
and  m  endeavors  to  jvoonre  an  dteraUtm  have 
hitherto  proved  fraitleaa.  With  Bolivia  we  have 
yet  no  diplomatic  intercourse,  and  the  continued 
conteata  carried  on  between  it  and  Peru  have  made 
me  defer,  until  a  more  favorable  period,  the  ap- 
pointment of  any  agent  for  that  purpose. 

An  act  of  atrodoua  {uraoy  having  been  commit, 
ted  on  one  of  onr  tradhig  ships  by  the  inhaUtants 
of  a  settlement  on  the  west  coast  of  Bamatra,  a 
frigate  was  despatched  with  orders  to  demand  sat- 
isfaction for  the  iqjo^,  if  those  who  committed  it 
should  be  found  members  of  a  regular  government, 
capable  of  maintaining  the  usud  relations  with  for- 
eign nations ;  bat  if^  as  it  was  sappoeed,  and  as 
they  proved  to  be,  they  were  a  band  of  lawless  jd- 
rates,  to  inflict  such  a  chastisement  as  would  deter 
them  and  others  from  like  aggresdons.  This  last 
was  done,  and  the  effect  has  been  an  increased  re- 
spect for  oar  flag  in  those  distant  seaSi  and  addt 
tbnal  security  for  onr  commerce. 
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In  the  view  I  have  given  of  our  connection  with 
foreign  powers,  allusions  hare  been  made  to  their 
domestic  distorbances  or  foreign  ware,  to  Uieir  rev- 
olationa  or  diflsensioDB.  It  ma;  be  proper  to  ob> 
serve  tbat  this  is  done  solely  in  cases  irhere  those, 
events  affect  our  political  re&tions  with  them,  or  to' 
Bbow  their  operation  on  our  commerce.  Further 
than  this  it  is  neither  our  polic}r  nor  our  right  to 
interfere.  Our  best  wishes  on  all  occanons,  our 
good  offices  when  required,  will  be  afforded  to  pro- 
mote the  domestic  tranquillity  and  forei^  peace  of 
all  nations  with  whom  we  have  any  intercoarse. 
Any  intervention  in  tbelr  aflhin  further  than  this, 
even  by  the  expresenon  of  an  official  oidnion,  is  con- 
trary to  our  principles  of  international  policy,  and 
will  always  be  avoided. 

The  report  it  hich  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
wiU,  in  due  time,  lay  before  you,  will  exhibit  ^e  na- 
tional finances  in  a  highly  proeperoaa  state.  Owing 
to  the  continued  success  of  our  commercial  enter- 
prise, which  has  enabled  the  merchants  to  ftalfil 
their  engagements  with  the  Oovemmeot,  the  re- 
ceipts from  customs  daring  the  year  will  exceed  the 
estimate  presented  at  the  last  session ;  and,  with 
the  other  means  of  the  Treasury,  will  prove  fully 
adequate,  not  only  to  meet  the  increased  expendi- 
tures resulting  from  the  large  appropriations  made 
by  Congress,  but  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  all 
the  public  debt  which  is  at  present  Kdeaiiafale.  It 
is  now  estimated  that  the  cuatoma  will  yield  to  the 
Treasury,  during  the  present  year,  npwarda  of 
twenty-eight  milBons  of  dollars.  The  public  lands, 
however  nave  proved  less  {voductive  than  was  an- 
tidpated,  and,  according  to  present  Information, 
irill  not  moch  exceed  two  millions.  The  expendi- 
tores  for  all  objects  other  than  the  public  debt  are 
estfaneted  to  amount,  diuing  the  year,  to  about  six- 
teen millions  and  a  half,  while  a  stiU  larger  sum, 
viz.,  eighteen  millions  of  dollars,  will  have  been 
applied  to  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt. 

It  is  expected,  however,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  reduced  rates  of  duty  which  will  take  effect  after 
the  8d  of  Uarch  next,  there  will  be  a  considerable 
falling  off  in  the  revenue  fVom  customs  in  the  year 
1888.  It  will,  nevertheless,  be  amply  sufficient  to 
provide  for  alt  the  wants  of  the  public  service,  esti- 
mated even  upon  a  liberal  scaJe,  and  for  the  re- 
demption and  purchase  of  the  remainder  of  the 
pnbuo  debt.  On  the  first  of  January  next  the  en- 
tire public  debt  of  the  United  States,  f^mded  and 
unfunded,  will  be  reduced  to  within  a  fraction  of 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  12,227,863  are 
not  of  right  redeemable  until  the  1st  of  January, 
1884,  and  $i,'JS6,2W  not  until  the  2d  of  Jan- 
uary, 1886.  The  Commi^oners  of  the  inking 
Fund,  however,  being  invested  with  full  authority 
to  purchase  tiie  debt  at  the  market  price,  and  the 
means  of  the  Treasury  being  unple,  it  may  be  hoped 
that  the  whole  will  be  extinguished  withm  the  year 
1833. 

I  cannot  too  cordiaUy  congratulate  Congress  and 
my  fellow-citizens  on  the  near  approach  of  that 
memorable  and  happy  event,  the  extinction  of  the 
pnbUo  debt  of  this  great  and  free  nation.  Faithful 
to  the  wise  and  patriotic  policy  marked  out  by  the 
Le^slature  of  the  country  for  this  otiject,  the  pres- 
ent Administration  has  devoted  to  it  all  the  means 
which  a  flourishing  commerce  has  supplied,  and  a 
prudent  economy  preserved,  for  the  pablio  Treas* 
ory.  Within  the  four  years  fyt  vhich  the  people 
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have  confided  the  Executive  power  to  my  charge, 
fifty-eight  millions  of  dollars  will  have  been  applud 
to  tiie  payment  of  the  public  debt  That  ttds  haa 
been  accomplished  without  stinting  the  expand* 
itures  for  all  other  proper  objects,  wQl  be  seen  by 
referring  to  the  liberal  provision  made  during  tho 
same  period  for  the  support  and  increase  of  our 
means  of  maritime  and  military  defence,  for  inter- 
nal improvements  of  a  national  character,  for  the 
removid  and  preservation  of  the  Indians,  and  lastiy, 
for  the  gallant  veterans  of  the  Kevolution. 

The  final  removal  of  this  great  burden  from  our 
resources,  affords  the  means  of  further  provision 
for  all  the  objects  of  general  wel&re  and  public  de- 
fence which  the  ooostitution  authorizes,  and  pre- 
sents the  occasion  for  such  Airther  reduction  in  the 
revenue  as  may  not  be  required  for  them.  From 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  it  will 
be  seen  that  after  the  present  year  Biich  a  reduction 
may  be  made  to  ft  condderaUe  extent ;  and  the 
subject  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  eraiddera- 
tion  of  Congress,  in  the  hope  tiiat  the  combined 
wisdom  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  will 
devise  such  means  of  effecting  that  salutary  object 
as  may  remove  those  burdens  which  shall  be  found 
to  full  unequally  upon  any,  and  as  may  promote  all 
the  great  interests  of  the  community. 

Long  and  patient  reflection  has  strengthened  the 
opinions  I  have  heretofore  expressed  to  Congress 
on  this  snl^ect,  and  I  deem  It  my  duty,  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion,  sgaln  to  ui^  them  upon  the  attention 
of  the  Legifihiture.  The  soundest  maxims  of  public 
policy,  and  the  principles  upon  which  onr  EepiU>Ii< 
can  institotions  are  foundei^  recommend  a  proper 
adaptation  of  the  revenue  to  the  expenditure,  and 
they  also  require  tiiat  the  expenditure  shall  be  lim- 
ited to  what,  by  an  economical  administration,  shall 
be  consistent  with  the  simplicity  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  necessary  to  an  efficient  public  service. 
In  effecting  this  aoyustment  it  Is  due,  in  justice  to 
the  Interests  of  the  difibrent  States,  and  even  to  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  itself  that  the  protection 
afforded  by  existing  laws  to  any  branches  of  the 
natifHul  Indnstry  shonld  not  exceed  what  may  be 
necessary  to  counteract  the  regulations  of  foreign 
nations,  and  to  secure  a  supply  of  those  articles  of 
manufacture  essential  to  the  national  independence 
and  safety  in  time  of  war.  li^  upon  investigation, 
it  shall  be  found,  as  it  is  believed  it  will  be,  that  the 
legidative  protection  granted  to  any  particobr  in- 
terest is  givater  than  is  indispensably  reqtdcnte  for 
these  objects,  I  recommend  that  it  be  grodoaUy  ^ 
minished,  and  that,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with 
these  objects,  the  whole  scheme  of  duties  be  re- 
duced to  the  revenue  standard  as  soon  as  a  just  re- 
gard to  the  faith  of  the  Government,  and  to  the 
preservation  of  the  large  capital  invested  in  estab- 
lishments of  domestic  Industry,  will  pennit 

That  manufactures  adequate  to  the  supply  of  our 
domestic  consumption  would,  in  tbs  abstract,  be 
beneficial  to  our  country,  there  is  no  reason  to 
doubt ;  and  to  effect  their  establishment,  there  is 
perhaps,  no  American  citizen  who  would  not,  for  a 
while,  be  willing  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  them. 
But,  for  this  purpose,  it  is  presumed  that  a  tariff  of 
high  duties,  uesigued  for  perpetual  protection,  has 
entered  into  the  minds  of  but  few  of  our  statesmen. 
The  most  they  hare  anticipated  is  a  temporary 
and  generally  incidental  protection,  which  they 
maintain  has  the  effect  to  reduce  the  price,  by  do- 
me^ competition,  beknr  that  of  the  foreign  arti- 
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de.  Experience,  however,  oar  best  guide  on  tins 
as  on  other  subjects,  mokes  it  doubtM  irhether  the 
adTantages  of  this  system  are  not  counterbaluiced 
by  many  evils,  and  whether  it  does  not  tend  to  be- 
get, in  the  minds  of  a  large  portion  of  oar  ooostry- 
men,  a  spirit  of  dlsecmtent  and  jealousy  dangraoiu 
to  the  ttttblUty  of  the  Uoiwi. 

What  then  shall  be  donef  Lai^  Interests  hare 
grown  up  onder  the  implied  pledge  of  our  Katiooal 
Legislation,  wfafcfa  it  would  seem  a  violation  of  pub- 
lic fiuth  suddenly  to  abandon,  Nothing  oould  jus- 
tify it  bat  the  public  safety,  which  Is  me  supreme 
law.  Bat  thOH  wlui  have  Tested  their  caiHtal  In 
ntnufhctaring  establiafamenta  cannot  expect  that 
the  people  wiU  continue  permanently  to  pay  high 
taxes  for  their  benefit  when  the  money  u  not  re- 
quired for  any  legitimate  purpose  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government.  Is  it  not  enough  that 
the  high  duties  have  been  pidd  as  long  as  the  mo- 
ney arudng  from  them  could  be  applied  to  the  com- 
mon benefit  tn  the  extinguidiment  of  the  public 
debt; 

Those  who  take  an  enlarf^d  view  of  the  condi- 
tion of  our  country  must  be  satisfied  that  the  policy 
of  proteetioa  must  be  ultimately  limited  to  those  ar- 
ticles of  domestic  mano&cture  which  are  indi^>en> 
sable  to  our  safety  in  time  of  war.  Within  this 
scope,  on  a  reasonable  scale,  it  Is  recommeaded,  bv 
every  oonademtioa  of  patrioUsm  and  dnty,  vldab 
win  doubtiess  alwa^  seenre  to  it  a  liberal  and  effi- 
cient n^tport.  But  beyond  this  object  we  have  al- 
ready seen  the  i»>eration  of  the  system  productive 
of  dtoeontent.  In  some  sections  of  the  Republic  its 
inflnence  is  deprecated  as  tending  to  concentrate 
wealth  into  a  few  hands,  and  as  cieating  those  germs 
of  dependence  and  vice  which  !n  otlier  countries 
have  characteriied  the  e^steace  of  mtmopolies,  and 
proved  so  destructive  of  Kberty  and  the  general 
good.  A  large  portion  of  the  people  in  one  section 
of  the  Republic  declares  it  not  only  inexpedient  on 
these  grounds,  but  as  disturbing  the  equal  relations 
of  property  by  l^^tioo,  and  therefore  unconatitu- 
ttonal  and  nsjost 

DoubdesB,  these  effleets  are,  in  a  great  degree, 
exai^erated,  and  may  be  ascribed  to  a  mistaken 
view  of  the  considerations  which  led  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  tariff  system ;  but  they  are  nevertheless 
important  in  enabling  us  to  review  the  subject  with 
a  more  tb(m>ugh  knowledge  of  all  its  beatings  upon 
the  great  interests  of  the  republic,  and  with  a  de- 
termmation  to  dispose  of  it  so  that  none  can  with 
justice  ecmiplain. 

It  is  my  p^nfiil  duty  to  stato,  that,  in  one  quar- 
ter of  the  United  States,  opiKMdtioa  to  the  revenue 
laws  has  risen  to  a  height  wmdi  ttireatens  to  thwart 
tbar  execution,  if  not  to  endanger  the  integrity  of 
the  Union.  Whatever  obstructions  may  be  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  judicial  authorities  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  It  Is  h<qped  they  will  be  able  peace- 
ably to  overcome  them  by  the  prudence  of  thdr 
own  officers  and  the  patrioUsm  of  the  people.  But 
should  this  reasonable  reliance  on  the  moderation 
and  good  sense  of  all  portions  of  our  fellow-citizens 
be  disappointed,  it  is  believed  that  the  laws  them- 
selves are  fully  adequate  to  the  snppresiion  of  such 
attempts  as  may  be  immediately  made.  Oiould  the 
exigency  arise,  rendering  the  execution  of  the  ex- 
isting laws  impracticable  ftom  any  cause  whatever, 
prompt  notice  of  it  will  be  {^ven  to  Congress^  with 
tiie  suggestion  of  such  views  and  ueasoree  as  may 
w  deemed  neeesaary  to  meet  it. 


In  confomuty  with  prindples  heretofore  ex- 
plained, and  with  the  hope  of  reducing  the  General 
Government  to  that  simple  macUne  wiuch  the  con- 
stitution created,  and  of  withdrawing  from  the 
States  all  other  influence  than  that  of  its  universal 
beneficence  in  preserving  peace,  affording  a  uniform 
currency,  muntainmg  the  {nvi(wbility  <n  oontraota, 
difihsing  intelligence,  and  ^soharg^g  onfelt  Its 
other  superintendiog  functions,  I  recommend  that 
provision  be  made  to  dispose  of  all  stocks  now  held 
by  it  in  corporations,  whether  created  by  the  Gen- 
eral or  Stato  Governments,  and  |dactng  the  pro- 
ceeds in  the  ^beasniy.  As  a  source  of  prtdt,  these 
stocks  are  of  little  or  no  value:  aa  a  means  of  in- 
fluence among  the  States,  they  are  adTwae  to  the 
parity  of  our  uutitutioos.  The  whole  primdple  on 
which  they  are  based,  is  deemed  by  many  unconsti- 
tutional ;  and  to  persist  in  the  policy  which  they 
indicate  is  con^dered  wholly  Inexpedient 

It  is  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  an  arrange- 
ment made  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  with 
a  portion  of  the  holders  of  the  three  per  cent, 
stock,  by  which  the  Government  will  be  deivived 
of  the  use  of  the  public  funds  longer  than  was  an- 
ticipated. By  this  arrangement,  which  will  be  par- 
ticiUarly  expluned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, a  surrender  of  the  certificates  of  this  stock 
may  be  postponed  antil  October,  18S8;  and  thus 
the  Uabihty  of  the  Govemmuit,  after  its  abiltty  to 
discharge  the  debt,  may  be  continued  by  the  &il- 
ure  of  Uie  Bank  to  perform  Its  dnties. 

Such  measures  as  are  within  the  reach  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  been  taken  to  ena- 
ble him  to  judge  whether  the  public  deposits  hi 
that  institution  may  be  regarded  as  entirwy  safe ; 
but,  as  his  limited  power  may  prove  inadequate  to 
this  object,  I  recommoid  the  safeject  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  under  the  firm  belief  that  it  is 
worthy  of  their  serious  investigation.  An  inquiry 
into  the  transactions  of  the  institution,  embrachig 
the  branches  as  well  as  the  principal  Bank,  seems 
called  for  by  the  credit  which  is  given  throughout 
the  country  to  many  serious  chwges,  impeaching 
its  character,  and  which,  if  true,  may  jostiy  exdto 
the  apprehension  that  it  is  no  longer  a  safe  deposi- 
tory of  the  money  of  the  people. 

Among  the  interests  which  merit  the  conndera- 
tion  of  u>ngres8,  afler  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  one  of  the  most  important,  in  my  view,  is 
that  of  the  public  lands.  Previous  to  the  forma- 
tion of  our  present  constitution,  it  was  recommend- 
ed by  Congress  that  a  portion  of  the  waste  lands 
owned  by  the  States  should  be  ceded  to  the  Umtod 
States,  for  the  purposes  of  general  harmony,  and 
as  a  fund  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The 
recommendation  was  adopted,  and,  at  different  pe- 
riods of  time,  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  New 
York,  Virginia,  North  and  Soutii  Carolina,  and 
6eoi«ia,  gnated  their  vacant  sml  for  the  uses  for 
which  they  had  been  asked.  Aa  the  lands  may 
now  be  considered  as  relieved  fVom  this  pledge,  the 
object  for  which  they  were  ceded  having  been  ac- 
complished, it  is  in  the  dbcretion  of  Congress  to 
dispose  of  them  in  such  a  way  as  best  to  conduce 
to  the  quiet,  harmony,  and  general  Interest  of  the 
American  people,  a  exammlng  tiiia  qaestion,  all 
local  and  sectional  fedings  dioitld  be  dlsoarded, 
and  the  whole  United  States  regarded  a*  one  peo- 
ple, Interested  alike  in  the  prosperity  of  thdr  com- 
mon country. 

It  cannot  be  doobtod  that  the  qiee^y  aettkmeiit 
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of  these  lands  constitatea  the  time  Interests  of  the 
BepubUo.  The  vealth  and  strength  of  a  country 
are  its  population,  and  the  best  port  of  that  popu- 
latJoa  are  the  cultivators  of  the  kUL  lodependent 
farmers  are  eTer;where  the  bams  of  aocietr,  and 
tme  frienda  of  liberty. 

In  addition  to  these  coodderatioDs,  questions 
have  already  arisen,  and  may  be  expected  hereafter 
to  grow  out  of  the  public  lands,  which  ioTolre  the 
rights  of  the  new  States  sod  the  powers  of  the 
Qeneral  Government ;  and,  unless  a  liberal  policy 
be  now  adopted,  there  is  danger  that  these  ques- 
tions may  speedily  assume  an  importance  not  now 
generaUy  inUolpated.  The  influence  of  a  great 
sectlonu  interestt  when  brought  into  full  action, 
will  be  found  more  dangerous  to  the  harmony  and 
onion  of  the  States,  than  any  other  cause  of  dis- 
content ;  and  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  and  sound 
policy  to  foresee  its  approaches,  and  to  endeavor, 
if  possible,  to  counteract  tiiem. 

Of  the  various  schemes  wUoli  have  been  hitherto 
prop(»ed  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  public 
lands,  none  has  yet  received  the  entire  ^)p^obation 
of  the  National  Legialatore.  Deeply  impr«sed  with 
the  importance  of  a  speedy  and  satisiiMitory  ar- 
rangement of  the  subject,  I  deem  it  my  duty,  on 
this  oceadon,  to  urge  it  upon  your  consideration, 
and,  to  the  propositions  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore suggested  by  others,  to  contribute  those  re- 
flections which  have  oocured  to  me,  in  the  hope 
that  they  may  aarist  7011  in  yonr  ftatare  delibera- 
tions. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  our  true  policy,  that  the 
pid)lic  lands  shall  cease  as  soon  as  practicable  to  be 
a  sonrce  of  reveniM,  and  that  they  be  fold  to  set* 
tiers  in  limited  parcels  at  a  price  barely  sufficient  to 
reimburse  to  the  Umted  States  the  expense  of  the 
present  system,  and  the  cost  arinng  under  eur  In- 
dian compact.  The  advantages  of  accurate  sur- 
veys and  undoubted  tides,  now  secured  to  pur- 
chaser^ seem  to  forbid  the  abolition  of  the  present 
system,  because  none  can  be  aubeUtated  wtuch  will 
more  perfectiy  accomidish  these  important  ends. 
It  is  desirable,  however,  that  in  oonvenient  time 
this  machbiery  be  withdrawn  from  the  States,  and 
that  the  right  of  sc^  and  the  fhtnte  disposition  of 
it,  be  surrendered  to  the  States  respectively  in 
which  it  lies. 

The  adventorons  and  hardy  population  of  the 
West,  besides  contributing  their  equal  share  of  tax- 
ation, under  our  import  system,  have,  in  the  prog- 
ress of  our  Government,  fm  the  land  they  occupy, 
paid  into  the  Treasury  a  large  proportion  of  forty 
millions  of  dollars ;  and  of  the  revenue  received 
there&om,  but  a  small  part  has  been  expended 
amon^  them.  When,  to  the  disadvantage  of  their 
tituation  in  this  respect,  we  add  the  oonaderation 
that  it  i«  thtir  labor  alone  which  ^vM  real  value 
to  iba  lands,  and  that  the  proceeds  arimng  &om 
their  sale  are  distributed  chiefly  among  States 
which  had  not  originally  any  cl^m  to  them,  and 
which  have  employed  tiie  undivided  emoluments 
ari^ng  from  the  sale  of  their  own  huids,  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  the  new  States  will  remain  longer 
ooatented  with  the  present  poUoy  after  the  payment 
of  the  public  debt.  To  avert  the  consequences 
which  may  be  apprehended  from  this  cause,  to  put 
an  end  forever  to  all  partial  and  interested  le^sla- 
tion  on  the  snl^ect,  and  to  afford  to  every  Ameri- 
can citizen  of  enterprise  the  opportunity  of  secur- 
ing an  independent  freeh«rid,  it  seema  to  me,  tbete- 
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fore,  best  to  abandon  the  idea  of  nilong  a  future 
revenue  out  of  the  public  lands. 

In  former  Messages  I  have  expressed  my  convic- 
tion that  the  constTtution  doea  not  warrant  the  ap- 
pUcatioo  of  the  funds  of  the  General  Qorenimait 
to  otjects  of  internal  improTeraeot  which  are  not 
uational  in  their  character,  and,  both  as  a  means  of 
d<^g  Justice  to  all  intereMs,  and  pnttine  an  end  to 
a  course  of  legislation  calculated  to  destroy  the 
purity  of  the  Government,  have  urged  the  neoesrity 
of  reducing  the  whole  subject  to  some  fixed  and 
certain  rule.  As  there  never  will  occur  a  period, 
perhaps,  more  {KOj^tious  than  the  present  to  the 
accomidiahment  of  this  object,  I  b^  leave  to  ^eas 
the  subject  agda  Qpon  yonr  attention. 

Without  some  generu  and  weQ-deflned  principlee 
ascertaining  those  objects  of  internal  imfwovemeut 
to  which  tiie  means  of  the  nation  may  be  constitu- 
tionally applied,  it  Is  obvious  that  the  exercise  of 
the  power  can  never  be  satisfactory.  Besidea  the 
danger  to  which  it  exposes  Cimgreos,  of  makiDg 
hasty  appropriations  to  works  of  tbo  cbaracter  of 
whi^  they  may  be  freqnentiy  ignorant,  it  promotes 
a  mischievous  and  corrupting  influence  upon  elec- 
tions, by  holding  out  to  people  the  fallacious  hope 
that  the  success  of  a  certain  candidate  will  make 
navigable  their  neighboring  creek  or  river,  bring 
commerce  to  their  £>or8,  and  increase  the  Talne  c7 
thdr  property.  It  thus  &Toni  comblaatfoas  to 
squander  the  Treasury  of  the  country  upon  a  mul- 
titude of  local  objects,  as  &tal  to  just  lei^alation 
as  to  the  purity  of  public  men. 

If  a  sysMm  compatible  with  the  constitution  can- 
not be  devised,  wUch  is  free  from  such  tendeudes, 
we  sboald  reooUect  that  that  instrument  iNvrideo 
within  itself  the  mode  of  Its  amendment;  and  that 
there  is,  therefore,  no  excuse  for  the  assumption  of 
doubtful  powers  by  the  General  Government.  If 
those  which  are  clearly  granted  shall  be  found  in- 
competent to  the  ends  of  its  creation.  It  can,  at 
any  time,  apply  for  their  enlargement;  and  there 
is  no  probability  that  such  an  application,  if  found- 
ed on  the  public  interest,  will  ever  be  refused.  If 
the  propriety  of  the  proposed  grant  be  not  suffi- 
ciently aroarent  to  Command  the  assent  of  three- 
iburths  of  the  States,  the  best  possible  reason  why 
the  power  should  not  be  assumed  on  doubtful  au- 
thority is  afforded;  for  If  more  than  one-fourth  of 
the  States  are  unwilling  to  make  the  grant,  its  ex- 
ercise will  be  i^uductive  of  discontents  which  will 
fiu  OTerbalance  any  adraotages  that  eould  be  de* 
rived  from  It.  AH  must  admit  th»t  there  la  nothing 
BO  worthy  of  the  constant  solicitude  of  this  Oot- 
emment,  as  the  harmony  and  union  of  the  people. 

Being  solemnly  impressed  with  the  cooiiction 
that  the  extenrion  of  the  power  to  make  internal 
improvements  beyond  the  limit  I  have  suggested, 
even  if  it  be  deemed  oonstitotional,  is  wuneai-n 
of  the  best  interests  Of  our  oountiy,  I  earnestly 
recommend  to  Congress  to  refrahi  from  Its  exendee, 
ia  doubtful  caaes,  except  in  relation  to  imfvore- 
menta  already  begun,  unless  they  shall  first  procure 
from  the  States  such  an  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution as  wiU  define  its  character  and  {vesorUw  its 
bounds.  If  the  States  fed  emnpetent  to  these  ob- 
jects, why  should  this  Gorenunent  wish  to  assume 
the  power  1  If  they  do  not,  tfaeb  they  will  not  hes- 
itate to  make  the  grant.  Both  GorerameDts  are 
the  Governments  of  the  people :  improvements 
must  be  made  with  the  money  of  the  people ;  and 
if  the  money  can  be  collected  aud  ^>|>Ued  by  those 
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mote  and  economical  political  machinea,  tbe 

State  QoTenunents,  it  irUl  onqueslioDablj  be  safer 
and  better  for  the  people,  than  to  add  to  the  sfdea- 
d<»>,  the  patronage,  and  the  power  of  the  General 
GoTemment.  Bnt  if  the  pe<n>le  of  tlie  several 
States  think  otherwise,  they  will  amend  the  cooati- 
tntloa,  and  in  their  deoislon  all  ought  cheerfdllT  to 
acqmesoe. 

For  a  detailed  and  hi^y  satisfitctoryTier  of  the 
operations  of  the  War  Department,  I  refer  yon  to 
the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  hostile  incornona  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  In- 
dians neceaaarily  led  to  the  loterpomtion  of  the 
OoTermnent.  A  portion  of  the  troops,  imder  Gen- 
erals Scott  and  Atkinson,  and  of  the  militia  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  were  called  Into  the  field.  After 
a  harassing  war&re,  prolonged  by  the  natore  of  the 
eountry  and  by  tbe  difficulty  of  procuring  Bubstst- 
ence,  Uie  IncGans  were  entirely  defeated,  and  the 
disaffected  band  dispersed  or  destroyed.  The  re- 
mit lias  been  creditable  to  the  troops  engaged  in 
the  Mrrioe.  Severe  as  is  the  lesson  to  the  Indians, 
it  vas  rendered  neeeasaiy  by  their  nnprorolced  ag- 
gressioDis ;  and  it  Is  to  be  hoped  that  its  impresdon 
vill  be  permanent  and  salutary. 

This  campaign  has  evinced  the  efficient  organiza- 
tion of  the  army,  and  its  capacity  for  prompt  and 
active  serfice.  Its  several  departments  have  pei> 
formed  th^  &netionfl  with  ene^  and  despirtcb, 
and  the  gmeral  movement  was  satia&otoryl 

Our  wUow-eitizens  upon  tbe  frontiers  were  ready, 
as  tiiey  always  are,  in  the  tender  of  their  services 
in  the  hour  of  danger.  But  a  more  efficient  organ- 
ization of  our  militia  system  is  essential  to  that  se- 
curity which  is  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  all 
Governments.  Neitim  our  dtoanim  nor  our  insti* 
tntions  require  or  permit  the  roaintenance  of  a  large 
regular  force.  History  offers  too  many  lessons  of 
tbe  fatal  result  of  snob  a  measme  not  to  warn  us 
agunst  its  adoption  here.  Tha  expense  which  at- 
tends it,  the  obvious  tendency  to  employ  it  because 
it  exists,  and  thus  to  engage  in  unnecessary  wars, 
and  its  ultimate  danger  to  pnbUc  liberty,  will  lead 
ns,  I  trust,  to  place  our  principal  dependence  for 
protection  upon  the  great  body  of  the  dtizens  of 
the  re|MibIic  If,  in  asBerting  rights  or  in  repelling 
wrongs,  war  should  come  upon  us,  our  regular 
force  should  be  increased  to  an  extent  proportioned 
to  the  emergency,  and  oar  present  snull  army  is  a 
nucleus  around  which  suoh  force  could  be  fonned 
and  embodied.  But  for  tiie  purposes  of  defence 
under  or^oajev  i^amstances,  we  must  rely  upon 
the  electors  of  the  country.  Those  by  whom,  and 
for  whom,  the  Government  was  instituted  and  sup- 
ported, will  constitute  its  protection  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  as  they  do  its  check  in  the  hour  of  safety. 

Bnt  it  is  obvious  that  the  militia  system  is  imper- 
fect. Moch  time  is  lost,  much  unnecessary  expense 
incoired,  and  much  public  prtRwr^  wasted  under 
the  present  arrangement.  Uttk  urafal  knowledge 
is  gained  by  the  musters  and  drills,  as  now  estab- 
lished, and  the  whole  subject  evidfnitly  requires  a 
thorough  exambation.  Whether  a  phui  of  classifl- 
catioD,  remedying  these  defects,  and  proving  for 
a  system  of  instruction,  might  not  be  adopted,  is 
submitted  to  the  confederation  of  Oowress.  The 
«oiutitntion  has  vested  in  tbe  General  Government 
an  independent  authority  upon  the  subject  of  tbe 
militia,  which  renders  its  action  essential  to  tbe 
establishment  or  improvement  of  the  system.  And 
I  leerauaeod  tiw  matter  to  yonr  condderstion,  in 


the  conviction  that  the  state  of  this  important  arm 
of  the  public  defence  requires  your  attention. 

X  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  the  wise  and  hu- 
mane policy  of  transferring  from  the  eastern  to  the 
western  dde  of  tbe  Hississippi  tbe  remnants  of  our 
aboriginal  tribes,  with  their  own  consent  and  upon 
just  terms,  has  been  steadOy  pnrsued,  and  is  ap- 
proaching, I  trust,  its  consummation.  Byrefnence 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  the 
doeuments  submitted  with  it,  you  will  see  the  prog- 
ress which  has  been  made  since  your  last  sesaon,  in 
the  arrangement  of  tbe  various  matters  connected 
with  our  Indian  relations.  With  one  exception, 
every  sulject  involving  any  question  of  conffioting 
,  urisdiction,  or  of  peculiar  dlffical^,  has  been  hap 
1^1^  disposed  of;  and  the  ooniiction  evidentty 
gams  ground  among  the  Indians,  that  their  removal 
to  the  country  assigned  by  the  United  States  for 
their  permanent  residence,  fUnusbes  the  only  hope 
of  their  ultiioate  prosperity. 

With  that  portion  of  tbe  Cberokee&  however, 
living  within  tbe  State  of  Geoi^  It  has  been  found 
impracticable,  as  yet,  to  make  a  satis&ctoiT  ad> 
justment.  Such  was  my  anxiety  to  remove  aU  the 
grounds  of  complaint,  and  to  bring  to  a  termina- 
tion the  difficulties  in  which  they  are  involved,  th^ 
I  directed  the  very  liberal  propositions  to  be  made 
te  them  which  accompany  tbe  documents  herewith 
submitted.  They  cannot  bnt  have  seen  in  these 
offers  the  evidence  of  Uie  strongest  dispotUon,  on 
tiie  part  of  the  Government,  to  deal  ju^y%nd  lib- 
erally with  tiiem.  An  ample  indemnity  was  <^ered 
for  their  present  possesions,  a  liberal  provifdon  for 
their  fiiture  support  and  improvement,  and  fiill  se- 
curity for  their  private  and  political  rights.  What- 
ever difference  of  opinion  may  have  prevailed  re- 
specting the  just  claims  of  these  people,  there  will 
probably  be  none  respecting  the  liberatity  of  the 
propositions,  and  very  littie  respecting  the  expe- 
diency of  their  imme<!Uate  acceptance.  They  were 
however  r^ected,  and  thus  tbe  pontion  of  these 
Indians  remained  unchanged,  as  do  tbe  views  com- 
municated in  my  Message  to  the  Senate,  of  Febm- 
ary,  1881. 

I  refer  you  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  tbe  Navy,  which  accompanies  this  Message,  for 
a  deU^  of  the  operatiims  of  that  branch,  of  the 
service  during  the  present  year. 

Beddes  the  general  remarks  on  some  of  the  trans- 
actions of  our  Ifavy,  presented  in  tbe  view  which 
has  been  taken  of  our  foreign  relations,  I  sdze  this 
occasion  to  invite  to  your  notice  the  increased  pro- 
tection which  it  ha8.afibrded  to  our  commerce  and 
citizens  on  distant  seas,  without  any  augmentation 
of  the  force  in  conmiission.  In  the  ^^ual  im- 
provement of  its  pecuniary  concerns,  in  the  constant 
progress  in  the  collection  of  materials  suitable  for 
use  during  future  emergencies,  and  in  the  construe*' 
tion  of  Teasels  and  the  bidldings  neeessaiy  to  thdr 
preservation  and  repdr,  the  present  steto  of  this 
branch  qf  the  service  exhibits  the  firuits  of  that 
vigilance  and  care  which  are  so  indispensable  to  its 
efficiency.  Various  new  suggestions  contiuned  in 
the  annexed  report,  as  wellas  otiiers  heretofore 
submitted  to  Congress,  are  worthy  of  your  attentlou : 
but  none  more  so  than  that  urging  ue  renewal,  for 
another  term  of  six  years,  of  the  general  appropria- 
tion for  the  gradual  improvement  of  tbe  Navy. 

From  tbe  accompanying  report  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  yon  will  dso  peiedve  that  that  Department 
eontimm  to  extendito  useAilneas,  withont  unpairing . 
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its  rasourcea,  or  loaf^ntng  the  teoominodfttioiui  irtiich 
it  affords  in  Uie  wcnm  and        tnn^orUtiui  of 

the  nuuL 

I  iMgletTo  to  oallthe  attrition  of  CmgreM  to 
th«  views  heretofore  expreawd  fai  relatira  to  the 
mode  of  choosing  the  Preddent  and  Vice  Frwdent 
of  the  Uoitcd  States,  and  to  those  respecting  the 
tenure  of  office  generally.  Still  impresaed  wita  the 
Jostnese  of  those  views,  and  with  the  belief  that 
the  modifications  suggMted  on  those  subjects,  if 
adopted,  will  contribute  to  the  prosperity  and  har- 
mony of  the  country,  I  earnestly  reoonuueud  them 
to  your  consideration  at  this  time. 

I  have  heretofore  pointed  out  the  defects  in  the 
law  for  punishing  official  frauds,  especially  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  It  has  been  found  almost 
impossble  to  bring  notorious  culprits  to  punish- 
ment ;  and  according  to  a  deciuon  of  the  Court 
for  this  District,  a  prosecutioQ  Is  barred  by  a  lapse 
of  two  years  after  the  fi^nd  has  been  committed. 
It  may  happen  a^in,  aa  it  has  already  happened, 
that,  during  the  whole  two  years,  all  the  e^dences 
of  the  fraud  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  cul- 
prit himself  However  proper  the  limitation  m&y 
be  in  relation  to  private  citizeos,  it  would  teem  that 
it  oUj^t  not  to  commence  running  in  &Tor  of  pub- 
Bo  officers  until  they  go  oat  of  imoe. 

The  Judiciary  system  of  the  Vidted  States  re- 
mains hnpeifect.  Of  the  idne  Western  and  South- 
western States,  three  only  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a 
Hrcuit  Oburt.  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  are 
embraced  in  the  general  system ;  but  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, MisBOuii,  AUbama,  lUssisrimti,  and  Louisiana, 
have  only  IMstriot  Courts.  If  the  system 
he  a  good  one,  why  should  It  not  be  extended?  If 
It  be  a  bad  one,  why  is  it  suffered  to  exist  ?  The 
new  States  were  promised  equal  rights  and  privi- 
leges when  they  came  into  the  Union,  and  such  are 
the  guarantees  of  the  constitution.  Nothing  can 
be  more  obvious,  than  the  obligation  of  the  Gene- 
ral Oovemment  to  {dace  all  the  States  on  the  same 
footing  in  relation  to  the  administration  of  Justice, 
and  I  trust  this  duty  will  be  neglected  no  longer. 

On  many  of  the  subjects  to  wliich  your  attention 
is  invited  in  this  communication,  it  is  a  source  of 
gratification  to  reflect  that  the  steps  to  be  now 
adopted  are  uninfluenced  by  the  embarrasunents 
entued  upon  the  country  by  tike  wars  through 
whioh  it  has  passed.  In  rmrd  to  most  of  our 
great  interests,  we  may  ocsuoder  oorselves  as  just 
starting  in  our  career,  and,  after  a  salutary  experi- 
enoe,  about  to  fix  upon  a  permanent  basis  the  pol- 
icy best  calculated  to  promote  the  happiness  of  the 
people,  and  facilitate  their  progress  towards  the 
nuwt  complete  enjoyment  of  ciril  liberty.  On  an 
'Occasion  so  interesting  and  important  in  our  his- 
tory, and  of  such  unxious  concern  to  the  friends  of 
freedom  throughout  the  worid,  it  is  our  imperious 
duty  to  lay  aside  sH  selfish  and  local  considera- 
tions, and  be  ^ded  by  a  lofty  spirit  of  devotion 
to  the  great  pnudples  on  which  our  institutions  are 
founded. 

That  this  Government  may  be  so  administered  as 
to  preserve  Its  efficiency  ia  promoting  and  securing 
these  general  objects,  sboiud  be  the  only  aim  of 
our  ambition ;  and  we  cannot,  therefore,  too  care- 
folly  examine  its  structure,  in  order  that  we  may 
not  mistake  its  powers,  or  assume  those  which  the 
people  have  reserved  to  themselves,  or  have  pre- 
ferrad  to  assign  to  other  agents.  We  should  bear 
.constantly  in  mind  tiio  hot,  that  the  cposlderatioos 


whioh  induced  the  framen  of  the  constitution  to 
withhold  from  the  General  Government  the  power 
to  regulate  tihe  great  mass  of  the  bnsinesB  and  oon- 
cems  of  the  pe(»de,  ban  been  ftally  jnstified  by  ex- 
perience ;  and  tbat  It  cannot  now  be  doubled  that 
the  genius  o!  oar  institutions  prescribes  dmfdloitj 
and  economy  as  the  oharacteristioa  of  the  reform 
which  is  yet  to  be  eflheted  in  the  present  and  futore 
execution  of  the  fimetions  bestowed  npon  na  1^  tii« 
constitution. 

Limited  to  a  genenl  aaperintending  power  to 
m^int^itn  peaco  st  home  and  abroad,  and  to  pre- 
scribe laws  on  a  few  subjects  of  general  interest, 
not  calcnlated  to  rwtrict  numaa  liberty,  but  to  en- 
force human  rights,  this  Oovemment  will  find  its 
strength  and  its  glory  in  the  fidthfhl  discharge  of 
these  plain  and  simple  duties.  Believed  by  its  pro- 
tecting shield  from  the  fear  of  war,  and  the  appn~ 
heosion  of  oppresdon,  the  free  enterprise  of  onr 
dtizens,  uded  by  the  State  KverdgntiM,  will  woric 
out  improvements  and  smeliorationB,  which  cannot 
fail  to  demonstrate  that  the  great  truth,  that  the 
people  can  govern  themselves,  Is  not  only  realized 
in  our  example,  but  that  it  is  done  by  a  machinery 
in  Government  so  simple  and  economical  as  scarce- 
ly to  be  feh.  Tbat  the  Ahni^ty  Ruler  of  the  Uni- 
verse  may  so  direct  onr  deliberations,  and  overrule 
oar  acts,  at  to  us  instrumental  in  seenring  a 
result  so  dear  to  mankind,  is  my  most  earnest  and 
sincere  ntayer. 

ANDREW  JACESOir. 

J)teember  4,  1B82. 

Five  tlionsand  eopiea  of  the  abore  ICeiuge 
wen  OTdered  to  be  printed. 


TmriGBDAT,  Decemlier  0. 

The  President  lud  before  tiie  Senate  a  oom- 
mnnioatlon  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry, 
contEdning  the  Treasury  report  of  the  state  of 
the  finanoes,  for  the  year  1882 ;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed.* 


*  Report  of  Loma  KcLaxx,  Esq.,  SterOaiy  of  tlu 
TWuury,  on  ik«  Finaneet.  £tiractt: — 

L  Tsa  Fdbuo  Dim 
"After  the  flist  of  Jnibsit  naxt,  sopart  of  tbsnabBo  debL 
•MBpt  the  remaining  ftagniflata  of  tlM  unfonded  deb^  of 
wUen  DDly  ibuU  Mrtioua  an  oocMloiuJtj  nr«Mnt«d,  will 
be  redeemable  benre  the  ibHowtnc  jtar:  ana,  thoo^  then 
will  be  in  the  Treanir,  daring  the  year,  eniple  means  to 
dUeluuia  tbe  whole  debt,  they  can  be  ap^lea  only  to  the 
pnrduM  of  stoek  at  the  market  price.  It  Is  now  naaUlBat, 
that,  if  Uie  Bank  aharea  bad  been  uld,  aad  the  wooeeda  a|H 
pllftd  to  thia  object,  tbe  entire  debt  ml^t.  Id  {hit  maBlMr, 
have  been  eztlngulabod  wltbln  the  preaent  Toar.  Bat  It  ia, 
nevertlLeleB^  plcaaing  to  reflect,  that,  aftar  me  {traient  vear, 
it  maj  be  considered  aa  only  a  nominal  debt ;  a*  the  Bank 
abaroa,  which  bave  been  actnallj  paid  for  within  the  laM 
four  years,  by  the  redemption  or  ue  itock  Bobeoribed  for 
them,  are  greater  In  Talue  than  the  whole  amount  of  that 
debt :  and  the  debt  Itaelf  oeaaaa  to  be  a  burthen,  Inasmtuh 
aa  the  dtrldends  derived  from  the  Bank  aharee  yield  mora  to 
the  Treasaiy  than  will  be  required  to  pay  the  IntereeU  The 
debt  may,  therefore,  be  conddered  ae  subetantlally  ax- 
UngDlshed  after  the  llrat  of  January  next;  which  is  earlier 
than  was  looked  for  aoder  the  mo*t  proaperons  and  eoonom- 
loal  administration  of  our  affairs  that  could  have  been  an- 
tlclDated.  It  will,  oerertheleta,  be  gratUying  to  the  national 
pride,  that  eTory  tblng  having  even  the  appearance  of  debt 
should  cease;  and  messurea  will  therefore  be  adopted  ta 
invite  the  early  presentation  of  all  the  ontstandlBg  stocks, 
that  they  nuy  be  paid  olT  as  Ibst  as  the  means  are  received, 
■nd  the  evidences  of  the  public  debt  Anally  cancelled.  It 
will  be  a  |nwid  day  fbr  the  American  people,  when,  to  all 
these  bamnlde  diansteiiitlas,  wUeh  have  sendacsd  tbatr 


Report  from  ti»  SeenUuj  qf  Ae  Trtantrj. 
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.  DEBATKB  Qg  CONGEBSB. 

DaoDma,  1888.]  JPitmek  apatiaHoiu, 


Vetoed  Bill 
The  following  Message  waa  receiTed  from  the 
Freindeat  of  the  United  States : 

Washisgton,  December  6,  18S2. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  Wttittd  States. 

I  avail  myseu  of  this  earlj  opporttmity  to  return 
to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  the  bill  eati> 
tied  "  An  act  providing  for  the  final  settlement  of 
the  claims  of  Uk  States  fbr  lotareBt  on  advatices  to 
the  United  States,  made  daring  tbS  last  nr,"  with 
the  reasona  which  induced  me  to  withhold  my  ap- 
probation, in  consequence  of  which  it  has  fUled  to 
become  a  law. 

This  bill  waa  presented  to  me  for  my  signature 
on  the  last  day  of  your  ses^ou,  and  wWi  I  was 
compelled  to  consider  a  variety  of  other  billa  of 
greater  urgency  to  the  public  service.  It  obvionaly 
embraced  a  principle  in  the  allowance  of  interest 
different  from  that  which  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  practice  of  the  accounting  officers,  or  by  the 
previous  legislation  of  Congress,  in  regard  to  ad- 
vances by  the  States,  and  without  any  apparent 
gronndB  for  the  change. 

Previously  to  giving  my  sanction  to  so  great  an 
exteosioB  of  the  practice  of  allowing  interest  upon 
aocountB  with  the  Govemment,  and  which,  in  its 
consequences,  and  from  analogy,  might  not  only 
call  for  large  payments  from  the  Treasury,  but  di»- 
turb  the  great  mass  of  individual  accounts  long 
*  since  finally  settled,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  make  a 
more  thorough  investigation  of  the  subject  than  it 
was  possible  for  me  to  do  previously  to  the  close  of 
your  last  session.  I  adopted  this  course  the  more 
rea^y,  from  the  connderation  that  as  the  bill  con- 
tidnea  no  ai^rofniadon,  the  States  which  would 


career  lo  memomble  amon;  natloni,  Ottj  iball  add  the  lars 

luipplnecs  of  being  »  nation  wltlioat  debt" 

IL  iMooXB  AMo  Eznmnnu 

"TUdng  an  vwgu  VI  the  importadoiis  fbr  the  last  six 
yean  u  a  probaUa  critnlonoftbe  <n<llnsi7  imporUtlou  for 
some  yean  to  oome.  tbe  raveune  from  ctutoma,  at  the  ntea 
vt  iaij  p^aUe  after  tbe  8d  Uareh  next,  maj  tw  eatlmated 
at  ett&teen  mlUlons  BaDnallr.  The  pablto  lands,  bank  dlvl- 
deott,  and  oth^r  Inddental  receipts,  m»f  be  swmated  at 
tkroa  mlUlm^maklng  on  aggregate  reveaoa  of  about  twen- 
tr-one  mllUtHM  a  year.  In  the  taat  annnal  report  on  the 
•nu*  of  tbe  ffiiinw*,  tlie  pnlbaUe  expeiuei  Air  all  oUeeU 
otlwr  than  tbe  pntdle  debt,  wore  estlinKad  at  flftten  inUlHUu. 
This  fa  sUn  beUeved  to  be  a  Ur  eeUmate:  and.  If  bo,  then 
win  be  an  annoal  nitplas  of  slz  mUliona  «  delUta. 

"  Bull  Snalr  oonvuuied  of  the  truth  of  the  reasons  then 
imentedfcrsradaotlimortfae  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Qortnuneat,  I  am  amin  Bfged  by  a  sense  <tf  dn^  to  suggest 
that  a  further  reduction  of  dz  millions  Of  dollais  be  made, 
to  take  cfliMit  after  the  year  1888.  Whether  that  shall  oon- 
■1st  altocethor  of  a  dimlnntion  of  the  dntlee  on  Imports,  or 
partly  of  a  rellnqnUhinont  of  the  psbllo  laads  as  a  souroe  of 
revenae,  ss  then  suggested,  It  will  be  for  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress to  ddtennlne. 

**  Without  sdvertlog,  In  nnncewsssry  details,  to  the  ooosid- 
eiatloas  In  favor  of  lessening  tiie  existing  dntlea,  which  I 
bad  the  honor  to  present,  ss  well  In  the  last  annosl  report, 
as  In  that  called  tar  by  spedal  resolutions  the  House  of 
Beprsseatadres,  I  deem  it  proper  to  observe,  that  In  my 
own  mind  these  oonslde  rati  one  fisva  lost  none  of  their  (brce, 
bat  have  derived  new  we^ht  ttnia  snbseqnent  leflectloo. 

"  The  pnrl^  and  simplicity  of  the  Institutions  nnder  which 
It  has  pleased  Pnivldenoe  to  nuke  us  agreat  and  proeperuos 
nation ;  the  few  ottfeets— and  those  of  a  general  nature— to 
which  tbe  powers  of  the  Federal  Onvernment  can  be  anpro- 
prfately  applied;  and  the  great  diversity  of  Interests,  whfeh, 
from  uelr  local  and  geographical  position,  prevail  In  the 
several  States  comprising  tbe  Union,  Imperiously  requira 
that  the  amount  of  the  pnbllo  expenditure  should  be  legn- 
lated  by  a  pradent  economy,  and  that  no  greater  amount  of 
revenue  should  be  eolleeted  ftom  the  thas  may  bo 

mill  Sisrj  Ibr  snob  a  seal*  vt  sxpeadltrnw." 


have  been  entitled  to  claim  its  beneftta  could  not 
have  recdved  them  without  tlie  AiUer  legjalatfon  of 

Congress. 

The  principle  which  this  bill  authorizes,  varies 
not  only  from  the  practice  uniformly  adopted  by 
many  of  the  accomrang  offlcers  in  de  case  of  in- 
dividual accounts,  and  in  those  of  the  States  finally 
settled  and  closed  previously  to  your  last  sessionf* 
but  also  from  that  pursued  under  the  act  of  your 
last  session  for  the  adjustment  and  settlement  of 
the  clums  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  This  bst 
act  prescribed  no  particular  mode  for  the  allowance 
of  interest,  which,  therefore,  in  conformity  with  the 
directions  of  Congress  in  previous  cases,  and  with 
the  uniform  practice  of  the  Auditor  bj  whom  the 
account  waa  settled,  was  computed  on  the  stuns  ex* 
pended  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  wluoh  had 
been  re^d  to  the  State,  and  the  payments  made 
by  the  IJuited  States  were  deducted  from  the  prin> 
cipal  sums,  exclusive  of  the  interest,  thereby  stop* 
ping  ftature  interest  on  so  much  of  tlw  prindpal  as 
had  been  rdmbursed  by  the  payment. 

I  deem  it  proper,  moreover,  to  observe,  that  both 
under  the  act  of  the  6th  of  August,  1790,  and  that 
of  the  12th  of  February,  179S,  authorizing  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  individual  States,  ariuog  out  of  the  war  of 
the  Revolntion,  the  interest  on  these  accounts  was 
computed  in  conformity  with  the  practice  already 
adverted  to,  and  from  which  the  bill  now  returned 
is  a  departure. 

With  these  reasons  and  con^derations,  I  return 
the      to  the  Senate. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Kesaage  was  laid  <m  tbe  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 


Tdsbdat,  December  11. 

French  SpoMatiom. 

"iSi.  WtLEiKs,  pnrsnant  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introdnce  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  satiafaotion  of  claims  due  to  certain  Ameri- 
can citizens  for  spoliations  committed  bj  France 
on  their  commerce,  prior  to  the  30th  September, 
1800. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  WiLxras,  ordered  to  be  refisrred  to  a  Se- 
lect Committee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  WiLEiNe  said  that,  prerioaa  to  the  ballot- 
ing for  the  committee,  he  widied  to  remark 
that,  as  it  was  probable  the  nsual  courtesy  of 
the  Senate  in  appointing  the  mover  to  be  on 
the  committee,  might  be  extended  to  him  in 
this  case,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  be 
did  not  desire  to  t)e  on  the  committee.  He 
would  rather  that,  in  his  room,  some  gentle-' 
man  might  be  appointed  who  was  more  con- 
versant with  commercial  business.  He  desired, 
however,  tiiat  it  might  be  understood  that  he 
had  in  no  way  changed  his  original  ojdnionB  on 
the  subject  of  these  dums. 

The  Fbeeident  replied  that  he  betieved  it 
was  the  doty  of  the  Ohur  to  t^polnt  the  com- 
mittee. 
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Sotift  Camlma  BetolatioM.  [Jabttabt,  18S3. 


Skukb.] 

Ur.  WiLKiMB.  Then  I  vieh  flie  Ohur  to  ocoi- 
elder  mj  remarks  as  addreaaed  to  himse^ 

Mr.  Bmith.  I  do  not  think  it  very  proper  to 
appoint  commercial  gentiemen  on  tUs  commit- 
tee.  They  might  be  interested  in  the  result. 

|Tbe  followuig  members  were  appointed  by 
tiie  Chair  to  compose  the  committee :  If  essrs. 
Wkbsibb,  Okaubebs^  DtJDLBT,  Bbowit,  Ttleb.] 

EUcUon  qf  Chaplain. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  Ohaplain ;  and  the  Ber.  Ur.  Fibs  was  declared 
to  be  elected. 


Wkdbbbdat,  December  12. 
JPtAUe  Landt. 

Ur.  Cut,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  and  ob- 
tidned  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  appropriate, 
for  a  linuted  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  or 
the  public  lands  in  the  United  States,  and  for 
granting  Umds  to  certain  States, 

The  mil  having  been  read  twice,  and  being 
before  the  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole, 

Ur.  Out  said  that  this  bill  had  been  before 
two  comquttees  of  the  Senate,  and  that  it  had 
been  passed  at  the  last  session  by  a  considerable 
majority.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  there 
would  be  no  necesuty  for  its  reference  to  any 
committee  at  this  session.  The  bill  was  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  the  one  which  had  passed 
the  Senate  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  the 
necessary  change  in  the  time  when  the  bill 
would  take  efieob  It  however,  it  was  the 
wish  of  any  Senator  that  the  bill  ahonid  be 
referred  he  had  no  Direction.  £fe  would  pre- 
fer to  have  the  Inll  made  the  order  for  some 
oonvenient  bnt  not  very  distant  day,  when  it 
mifl^t  be  taken  up  and  discussed.  If  agreea- 
ble to  the  Senate,  he  would  say  t^e  fourth 
Monday  in  tUs  month,  or  the  first  Uonday  in 
January,  He  did  not  see  that  it  was  necessary 
to  send  the  bill  to  a  committee,  bnt  if  any  gen- 
tleman  wished  that  course  to  be  taken,  he  re- 
peated, he  should  not  object  to  it. 

Ur.  Kanb  said  that  it  would  be  recollected 
that  this  sal^ect  had  recently  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Land&  by  the  refer- 
ence to  that  ocHomittee  of  so  much  ca  the  Pres- 
ident's Uessage  as  relates  to  the  public  lands. 
Ajt  important  prc^K«ti(m,  indeed  a  new  one, 
had  come  from  tiie  Executive  on  the  subject  of 
the  public  lands  generally.  That  proposition 
was  now  before  the  committee ;  and  he  hoped 
tikat  the  gentleman  from  Kentocky  would  con- 
sent to  a  reference  of  his  bill  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. Ur.  K.  concluded  by  moving  this  ref- 
erence. 

The  motion  was  agreed  io,  and  the  Inll  was 
reflwred  to  flie  Committee  <hi  Public  Lands. 


Thcbsdat,  December  18. 

Mr.  SioTH,  instructed  by  the  Oonumttee  on 
finance,  offwed  the  foUomng  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed,  with  as  litUe  delay  as  may  be,  to  furnish 
the  Senate  with  the  project  of  a  bill  for  redacing 
the  duties  levied  upon  imports,  in  conformity  wiu 
the  suggestions  tj^^ob  by  him  In  his  annual  r^iort. 


UoNDAT,  December  17. 

Seduction  of  Jhitie*. 

Ur.  FoisnBZTBB  offered  the  following  resola- 
tion : 

Etaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  with  as  little  delay 
as  practicable,  a  detculed  statement  of  the  articles 
of  foreign  growth  or  manu&ctore,  on  wliicb,  in  bis 
opinion,  tlw  present  rate  of  dnties  ought  to  be  re- . 
doced,  speci^ing  particnUriy  the  amount  of  redac- 
tion on  each  arUcle  separatuy,  so  as  to  produce  the 
result  of  an  aggregate  redaction  of  the  revenue  mx 
milliODB  of  doUars,  on  such  manufactoreB  as  are 
classed  onder  the  general  denomination  of  protect- 
ed articles ;  and  that  he  also  append  to  such  report 
an  enumeration  of  articles  deemed  to  be  "  essential 
to  our  national  independence  in  time  of  war,"  and 
which  therefore  ought,  in  Us  oinnion,  to  be  ez- 
enqited  from  the  operation  of  the  proposed  seduc- 
tion of  duties. 

On  nKrtion  of  Mr.  Poindsxxcb,  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


UoimaT,  January  7, 1688. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  ^>ecial  order  of 
the  day,  being  Ur.  Out's  bill  for  appropriat- 
ing the  proceeds  of  the  pnbUo  lands  for  a  lim- 
ited term,  &o. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendnlent  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Publio  Lands, 
which  substitutes  a  new  Inll,  redndng  the 
price  of  public  lands, 

pin  Eakx,  of  Illinois,  spoke  at  length  against 
the  bin,  and  Ur.  Gut  Lq  its  &vor,  when  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  present.] 

The  Senate  that  adjourned. 


I^mi.T,  January  11. 

Souih  OaroUna  Setolutum:  the  Doctrine  tif 
SfuU^fieation,  and  the  Eight  qf  Socettion  De- 
clared. 

Ur.  UiLLSB  presented  certun  r^lutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  in  repij  to 
the  proclamation  of  the  Preadent,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  power  vested  by  the  consUtu- 
tion  and  laws  in  the  ^eudeut  of  the  United  States 
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Jaxvakt,  188S.] 

to  issue  his  proclamation,  does  not  aathorize  hfm  in 
that  mode  to  mterfere,  whecerer  he  may  think  fit, 
in  the  affaire  of  the  respective  States,  or  that  he 
should  use  it  aa  a  means  of  promulgating  EzecutiTe 
ezpofdtion  of  the  conaUtuUoo,  vith  the  sauctioa  of 
A)rce;  tixvm  lupetMdlng  the  mUod  of  the  otiier  de- 
partments of  tae  Oeneral  GoTemment. 

Retolved,  That  it  la  not  competent  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  order,  by  proclama- 
tion, the  constitated  authorities  of  a  State  to  re- 
peal their  le^alatton ;  and  that  the  late  attempt  of 
the  Fresident  to  do  so  ia  unconstitutional,  and  man- 
ifests a  dispooition  to  arrogate  and  exemse  a  power 
ntterif  destmothre  of  liberty. 

Jtuohed,  That  the  Ofdniona  of  the  Freddent  In 
regard  to  the  rights  of  the  States  are  erroneous 
and  dangerous,  leading  not  only  to  the  csiablish- 
ment  of  a  consolidated  Government  in  the  stead  of 
our  free  confederal,  but  the  concentration  of  ail 
power  in  the  chief  Executive. 

Jieaolved,  That  each  State  of  tlua  Union  baa  the 
right,  whenever  it  may  deem  such  course  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  its  liberty,  or  vital  interest, 
to  secede  peaceably  from  the  Union ;  and  that 
there  is  no  constitutional  power  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, much  less  in  toe  Executive  Department 
of  that  Govemmoit,  to  retain  bj  force  nich  State 
in  the  Union. 

R€tolved,  That  the  primarr  and  paramoont  alle- 
giance of  the  citizens  of  this  State,  native  or  adopt- 
ed, ia  of  right  due  to  this  State. 

Reaolvedy  That  the  declaration  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  his  s^d  proclamation,  of 
his  personal  feelings  and  retaliations  towards  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  is  rather  an  appeal  to  the 
loyalty  of  mibjects  than  to  the  pablotista  of  citi- 
zens ;  and  la  a  blending  of  ofBdal  and  indlTidual 
character  heretofbre  unknown  in  our  State  papers, 
and  revoltii^  to  oar  eoneeptlons  of  poHtic*!  pro- 
priety. 

Revolved,  That  the  undisguised  indulgence  of 
personal  hostility  in  the  said  proclamation  would  be 
unworthy  the  animadveraions  of  this  Lepalature, 
but  for  the  solemn  and  offidal  fbnn  of  the  Instru- 
ment -which  is  mode  its  vehicle. 

Ruolved,  That  the  principal  doctrines  and  pur- 
poses eont^ed  in  the  said  proclamation  are  incon- 
sistent with  any  Just  idea  of  a  limited  Government, 
and  mbvereive  of  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people ;  and,  if  submitted  to  in 
rilence,  would  lay  a  broad  foundation  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  monarchy. 

Remlvtd,  That  while  this  L^islature  has  wit- 
nessed with  sorrow  such  a  relaxation  of  the  spirit 
of  OUT  institutions,  that  a  President  of  the  United 
States  dares  venture  upon  this  high-handed  meas- 
ure, it  regards  with  indignation  the  menaces  which 
are  directed  against  it,  and  the  concentration  of  a 
standing  army  on  our  borders ;  that  the  State  will 
repel  fbrce  by  force,  and,  relying  on  the  blessing 
of  God,  will  midntdn  its  lltierty  at  all  hazards. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  sent 
to  our  memtiers  of  Congress,  to  be  Ifid  before  that 
body. 

The  nsolatituiB  were  read  and  laid  on  the 
table^  and  ordered  to  In  printed. 


[Sbuzh. 

Satcbd&t,  Jennary  12. 
I^vblic  Landt. 
The  Senate  passed  to  the  oondderation  of 
the  bill  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time,  the 
proceedB  of  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands,  Ac 
The  qnestioD  being  on  the  amendment  pro- 

g)Bed  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  Mr. 
DOENBB,  of  Ifissoori,  spoke  at  length  atninst 
thebiU. 


Monday,  January  14s. 

Mr.  WsBBTKR  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  conaideralion  of  the  bill  to  inaemnify 
certfun  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  spolia- 
tions committed  on  their  commerce  by  tiie 
French  prior  to  1800,  which  was  aipreed  to. 

The  hill  being  then  before  flie  Senate,  aa  in 
Committee  of  the  "Wbole, 

Mr.  'WxBSTEB.  in  a  speech  of  abont  two 
hours,  developed  the  prindplea  of  the  bill,  and 
the  grounds  on  which  it  was  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  on  which  he  should  advocate 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Ttleb  ezpMned  the  difficulty  he  felt  in 
brln^g  his  mmd  to  embrace  this  important 
sabject,  after  so  long  an  interval  had  transpired 
since  he  bad  looked  into  the  subject;  and 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Websteb  acqnlesced  in  the  motion, 
which  was  carried. 

Proclamation  offomtt  South  Oaniina  Ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  laid  on  the  taUe  the  followiiig 
lesoIntioD : 

Retolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  lay 
before  the  Senate  a  copy  of  his  procwoation  of  the 
10th  of  December  last ;  and  also  the  authenticated 
copies  of  the  ordinance  of  the  people  of  iha  State 
of  South  Carolina,  with  the  documents  accompany- 
ing the  same ;  and  of  the  proclamation  of  the  Gov* 
emor  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina  of  the  20th 
of  December  last,  which  was  transmitted  to  him  by 
the  Executive  of  that  State,  with  the  request  that 
he  should  lay  them  before  Congress. 


Wednesday,  January  16. 

South  Carolina — 2fuU\fication — Secmion — Ot' 
dinance — froclamatum  of  Prmdent  Jaeh- 
ton. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Fresident 
of  t^e  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of 
the  proclamation  and  other  documents  relating 
to  South  Carolina,  her  ordinance,  &o. 

The  Message  and  Proclamation  were  read. 
The  Message  was  as  fidlows : 

QtntUman  ef  the  Senate  and  Houu  of  Representa- 
Hvea  of  the  United  State* : 
In  my  annual  Message,  at  the  commencement 
your  present  session,  I  adverted  to  the  onndtUm 
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to  the  TOTcnm  Isvb  ta  a  pardenlar  qotrter  of  the 

United  States,  which  threatened  not  merely  to 
thwart  their  execution,  but  to  endanfi;er  the  integ- 
rity of  the  Union.  And  although  I  then  expressed 
my  reliance  that  it  might  be  overcome  by  the  pni- 
dence  of  the  ofiKcers  of  the  United  States  and  the 
patrioUnn  <tf  the  people,  I  stated  that,  should  the 
emergenoy  arise  renderiiig  the  execution  of  the  ex- 
isting  laws  iminaotioable  m>m  any  cause  whatever, 
prompt  notice  should  be  given  to  Ooogreas,  with 
the  suggestion  of  such  views  and  measures  as  might 
be  necessaiy  to  meet  It 

Events  which  have  occurred  in  the  qoai^r  then 
alluded  to,  or  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge 
aabseqaently,  present  this  em^gency. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  annual  Heasage,  I  have 
had  officially  transmitted  to  me  by  the  Governor 
of  South  Carolina,  which  I  sow  communicate  to 
Congress,  a  copy  of  the  ordinance  passed  by  the 
convention  which  assembled  at  Columbia,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  in  November  last,  declar- 
ing certain  acts  of  Congress  therein  mentioned, 
■within  the  limits  of  that  State,  to  be  absolutely  null 
and  vi^d,  uid  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Legiuatnre 
to  pass  such  laws  as  would  be  neeeeaary  to  carry  the 
same  Into  ellbot  bom  and  after  the  Ist  of  Fdanury 
next. 

The  consequences  to  which  this  extraordinary  de- 
fiance of  the  just  authority  of  the  Government  might 
too  aorely  lead,  were  cleariy  foreseen,  and  it  was : 
Impossible  for  me  to  hedtate  as  to  my  own  duty  in 
such  an  emergency. 

The  ordinance  had  been  passed,  however,  with- 
out any  certain  knowledge  of  the  recommendation 
which,  from  a  view  of  the  interests  of  the  nation  at 
large,  the  Executive  had  determined  to  submit  to 
Congress ;  and  a  hope  was  indulged  that,  by  frankly 
explaining  his  sentiments,  and  Uie  nature  of  those 
duties  which  the  crisis  wonld  devolve  upon  bim,  the 
authorities  of  South  Carolina  might  be  induced  to 
retrace  their  steps.  In  this  hope,  I  determined  to 
issue  my  prochunation  of  the  10th  of  December 
last,  a  copy  of  winch  I  now  lay  before  Congress. 

I  repet  to  Inform  yon  that  tiiese  reasonable  ex- 
pectations bave  not  been  realized,  and  that  the  sev- 
eral acts  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
which  I  now  lay  before  you,  and  which  have,  all 
and  each  of  them,  finally  passed,  after  a  knowledge 
of  the  deure  of  the  Administration  to  modify  the 
laws  complained  of,  are  too  well  calcuUted,  both  in 
their  posMve  enacbnents,  and  in  the  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition which  they  obviously  encourage,  wholly  to 
obstmot  the  collection  of  the  revenoe  within  the 
Umits  of  that  State. 

Up  to  this  period,  neither  the  recommendation 
of  the  Executive  in  regard  to  our  flaanciat  policy 
and  impost  system,  nor  the  disposldon  manifested 
by  Congress  promptly  to  act  upon  that  sobject,  nor 
the  unequivocal  expression  of  the  public  will,  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union,  appears  to  have  imiduced  any 
relaxation  in  the  measures  of  opposmon  adopted 
by  the  State  of  South  Carolhia;  nor  is  there  any 
reason  to  hope  that  the  ordinance  and  laws  will  be 
abandoned. 

I  bave  no  knowledge  that  an  attempt  has  been 
made,  or  that  it  is  in  contemplation,  to  reassemble 
dther  the  convention  or  tbe  Legislature;  and  it 
will  be  perceived  tiiattiie  interval  before  the  1st  of 
Februa^  is  too  sliort  to  admit  of  the  preliminary 
iteps  necessary  for  that  purpose.  Jt  appears,  more- 
over, that  the  State  antbontieB  are  actively  organ-  j 
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idng  their  military  Tesonrces,  and  proving  the 
means,  and  giving  the  most  solemn  aasarances  of 
protection  and  support  to  all  who  shall  enlist  in  op- 
position to  the  revenue  laws. 

A  recent  proclamation  of  the  present  Governor 
of  South  CaroliDa  has  openly  defied  the  authority 
of  the  ExecnUve  of  the  Union,  and  goural  orders 
ftom  the  headgaarterB  of  the  State  announced  bis 
determination  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers, 
and  his  belief  tiiat,  should  thur  country  need  tb«r 
serrices,  they  will  be  found  at  the  post  of  honor 
and  duty,  ready  to  lay  down  their  lives  In  her  de- 
fence. Under  these  orders,  the  forces  referred  to 
are  directed  to  "hold  themsdres  In  readineos  to 
take  the  Add  at  a  moment's  muniitf and  in  the 
city  of  Cbarieston,  within  a  colleem)o  district  and 
a  port  of  entry,  a  rendetvous  has  been  opened  for 
the  purpose  of  enlisting  men  for  the  maga^dne  and 
municipal  guard.  Thus,  South  Carolina  presents 
herself  In  the  attitude  of  hostile  preparation,  and 
ready  even  for  military  violence,  if  need  be,  to  en- 
force her  laws  for  preventing  the  collection  of  the 
duties  within  her  limits. 

Proceedings  thus  announced  and  matured  must 
be  distingnished  from  menaces  of  unlawM  reli- 
ance by  irregular  bodies  of  people,  who,  acting 
under  temporary  delusion,  may  be  restrained  by  re- 
flection, and  the  influence  of  public  opinion,  from 
the  conmiisnoD  of  actnal  outrage.  In  the  present 
instance,  aggresdon  may  be  regarded  as  cwmitted 
when  it  la  officially  autborlzeo^  and  the  means  <^ 
enforcing  it  fully  provided. 

Under  these  drcamatances,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  the  determination  of  the  authori- 
ties of  South  Carolina  fully  to  carry  into  effect  their 
ordinance  and  laws  after  the  let  of  February.  It 
therefore  becomes  my  dnty  to  bring  the  subject  to 
the  serions  condderation  trf'  Congress,  in  order  that 
such  measures  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  may  deem 
fit,  shall  be  seasonably  provided ;  and  that  it  may 
be  thereby  understood  that,  while  tbe  Oovemmeot 
is  disposed  to  remove  all  just  cause  of  complaint, 
as  far  as  may  be  practicable  consistentiy  nth  a 
proper  regard  to  the  interests  of  tbe  eommmuty  at 
large,  it  is,  nevertheless,  determined  that  the  so* 
premaoy  of  tbe  laws  shall  be  maintained. 

In  making  this  communication,  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  proper  not  only  that  I  should  lay  before  yon 
the  acts  and  proceedings  of  South  (^rolina,  but 
that  I  should  also  fully  acquaint  yon  with  those 
steps  which  I  have  already  caused  to  be  taken  for 
the  due  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  with  my 
views  of  the  subject  generally,  that  the  suggestions 
which  tbe  constitution  requires  me  to  make,  in  re- 

fard  to  your  future  legislation,  may  be  better  un- 
erstood. 

This  subject  having  early  attracted  tbe  anxious 
attention  of  the  Executive,  as  soon  as  it  was  prob- 
able that  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina  seriously 
meditated  redstanee  to  tbe  fiuthfUl  ezecation  of  the 
revenue  laws,  It  was  deemed  advisable  that  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  particuhurly  in- 
struct the  officers  of  the  United  States  in  that  part 
of  the  Union  as  to  the  nature  of  the  duties  pre- 
scribed by  the  existing  laws. 

Instructions  were  accordingly  issued  on  the  6th 
of  November  to  the  eoUectors  in  that  State,  point- 
ing out  their  respective  duties,  and  enjoimng  upon 
each  a  firm  and  vigilant,  but  discreet  performance 
of  them  in  the  emergency  then  apprehended. 

I  berewitii  transmit  copies  of  these  instructions, 
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uid  of  the  letter  addreesecl  to  the  district  attorney 
requesting  his  co-operation.  These  instnictiona 
were  dictated  in  the  hope  that,  as  the  oppontion 
to  the  laws  hj  the  anonuuoBa  proceeding  of  nnUifi- 
satiOB  was  reprewnted  to  be  M  a  padfic  nature,  to 
be  pursued,  substantttllr,  according  to  the  forms 
of  the  constitution,  and  without  resorting,  in  any 
event,  to  force  or  Tiolence,  the  measures  of  ita  ad- 
Tocates  would  be  taken  in  confomity  with  that 
profession;  and,  on  such  supposition,  the  means 
aflbtded  1^  the  existing  laws  would  have  been  ad- 
equate to  meet  any  emergency  likely  to  arise. 

It  was,  however,  not  possible  altogether  to  sup- 
press apprehension  of  Uie  escemes  to  which  the 
ezdtement  prevailing  in  that  quarter  might  lead ; 
but  it  certainly  was  not  foreseen  that  the  meditated 
obstmcUoQ  to  the  laws  would  so  boou  openly  as- 
sume its  present  character. 

J|d)sequeully  to  the  ^te  of  those  instructions, 
fai^Kver,  the  ordinance  of  the  convention  was 
passed,  which,  if  complied  with  by  the  people  of 
that  State,  must  effectually  render  inoperative  the 
present  revenue  laws  within  her  limits. 

That  ordinance  declares  and  ordains,  "  that  the 
several  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  purporting  to  be  laws  for  the 
impodog  of  dutiefl  and  imposts  on  the  importation 
of  fbrdgn  commo^ties,  and  now  having  operation 
and  effect  within  the  United  States;  and,  more 
especially,  'An  act  in  alteration  of  the  several  acts 
imposing  duties  on  imports,'  approved  on  the  Idth 
of  Uay,  1828 ;  and  also  an  act  entitied  '  An  act  to 
alter  and  unend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
on  imports,'  approved  on  the  14th  July,  1888,  are 
nnaathoriied  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  vinate  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
thereof^  and  are  null  and  void,  and  no  law,  nor 
binding  upon  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  ita  offi- 
cers, and  citizens ;  and  all  promises,  contracts,  and 
oUigations  made  or  entered  into,  or  to  be  made  or 
entered  into,  with  purpose  to  secure  the  duties  im- 
posed by  the  uid  acts,  and  all  judicial  proceedings 
which  shall  be  hereafter  had  in  affirmance  thereof, 
are  and  shall  be  held  utterly  null  and  void." 

It  also  ordains,  "  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
of  the  constituted  authorities,  whether  of  the  State 
of  South  Oarolina  or  of  the  United  States,  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  duties  imposed  by  the  said 
acts  witUn  the  limits  of  the  State,  but  that  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  adopt  such 
measures,  and  pass  such  acts  as  may  be  nQoessary 
to  give  full  effect  to  this  ordinance,  and  to  prevent 
the  enforcement  uid  arrest  the  operation  of  the 
said  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  fVom 
and  after  tiie  Ist  of  February  next ;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  all  other  constituted  authorities,  and 
of  all  oUier  persons  residing  or  being  within  the 
limits  of  the  State,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
and  enjoined  to  obey  and  give  effect  to  this  ordi- 
nance, and  such  acts  and  measures  of  the  Lej^a- 
ture  as  may  be  passed  or  adoirted  In  obedience 
thereto." 

It  flirtlier  orduns,  "that  In  no  case  of  law  or 
eqmty  decided  In  the  courts  of  the  State,  wherein 
shall  be  drawn  in  question  tiie  authority  of  this  or- 
dinance, or  the  vaUdity  of  snch  act  or  acta  of  the 
Legislature  as  may  be  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
givmg  effect  thereto,  or  the  validity  of  the  afore- 
said acta  of  Congress  imposing  duties,  shall  any  ap- 
peat  be  taken  w  flowed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
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the  United  States,  nor  shall  any  copy  of  the  record 
be  permitted  or  allowed  for  ti^t  purpose ;  and  the 
person  or  persons  attempting  to  take  sudi  aweal, 
m^  be  dealt  with  as  for  a  contempt  of  court. 

It  likewise  orddns,  "  that  all  persons  holding  any 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  tniat,  civil  or  miktarv, 
under  the  State,  shall,  within  such  time,  and  in 
such  manner  as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe, 
take  an  oath  well  and  truly  to  obey,  execute,  and 
enforce  this  ordinance,  and  such  act  or  acts  of  the 
Legislature  as  may  be  passed  in  pniHoance  thereof 
acc<H^ing  to  the  true  Intent  and  meaning  of  the 
same;  and  on  the  neglect  or  omissiOD  of  any  snch 
person  or  persons  so  to  do,  his  or  their  office  or 
offices  shall  be  forthwith  vacated,  and  shall  be  filled 
up  as  if  such  person  or  persons  were  dead,  or  had 
resigned ;  and  no  person  hereafter  elected  to  any 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  civil  or  military, 
shall,  until  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise  provide 
and  direct,  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  amoe,  or 
be  in  any  respect  competent  to  dischaige  the  duties 
thereof,  imtil  he  shall  In  like  manner  have  taken  a 
similar  oath ;  and  no  juror  shall  be  empanelled  in 
any  of  the  courts  of  the  State,  in  any  cause  in 
which  shall  be  drawn  in  question  this  ordinance,  or 
any  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  in  pursuance 
thereof  unless  he  shall  first,  in  addition  to  the 
osoal  oath,  have  taken  an  oath  that  he  will  well  and 
truly  obey,  execute,  and  enforce  this  ordinance,  and 
such  act  or  acts  of  the  Legislature  as  may  be 
possed  to  carry  the  same  Into  operation  and  e^t, 
according  to  the  true  inteut  and  meaning  thereof." 

The  ordinance  concludes  :  "And  we,  Uie  people 
of  South  Carolina,  to  the  end  that  It  may  be  fiuly 
understood  by  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  people  of  the  co-States,  that  we  are  deter- 
mined to  maintaiu  this  ordinance  and  declaration  at 
every  hazard,  do  further  declare  that  we  will  not 
submit  to  the  application  of  force  on  the  part  of 
the  Federal  Government  to  reduce  this  State  to 
obetUence ;  bat  that  we  will  oonaider  the  passage 
by  Congress  of  any  act  anthoriring  the  emdoy- 
ment  oi  a  miUtary  or  naval  force  against  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  her  constituted  authorities,  or 
citizens;  or  any  act  abolishing  or  closing  the  ports 
of  this  State,  or  any  of  them,  or  otherwise  obstruct- 
ing the  free  ingress  and  egress  of  vessels  to  and 
from  the  said  ports;  or  any  other  act  on  the  part 
of  the  Federal  Govmmient  to  coerce  the  Stote, 
shut  up  her  ports,  destroy  or  harass  her  commerce, 
or  to  enforce  the  acts  hereby  declared  to  be  null 
and  void,  otherwise  than  through  the  civil  tribunals 
of  the  country,  as  inconustent  with  the  longer  con- 
tinuance of  South  CaroUna  in  the  Union ;  and  that 
the  people  of  this  State  wiUtiienceforth  hold  them- 
selves absolved  from  all  further  obligation  to  main- 
tain or  preserve  their  political  connection  with  the 
people  of  the  other  States,  and  will  fbrthwith  pro- 
ceed to  organize  a  separate  Government,  and  to 
do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  sovereign  and 
independent  States  may  of  right  do." 

This  solemn  denunciation  of  the  laws  and  author* 
ity  of  the  United  States  has  been  followed  up  by  a 
series  of  acts  on  the  port  of  the  authorities  <»  that 
State,  which  manifest  a  determination  to  render 
ineritable  a  resort  to  those  measures  of  self-defence 
which  the  paramount  doty  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment requires ;  but,  upon  the  adoption  of  which, 
that  State  will  proceed  to  execute  the  purpose  it 
has  avowed  in  this  ordinance,  of  withdrawing  from 
the  Union. 
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On  the  S?th  of  Koreniber  the  Legidatore  assem- 
bled  at  Oohnnbia;  lud  on  thar  meeting,  the  Gov- 
ernor Ud  before  them  the  ordinance  of  the  con- 
Tflntion.  Id  his  message  on  that  occasion,  be 
acqounts  them  that  "this  ordinance  has  thas  be- 
come  a  part  of  the  fondameDtal  law  of  South  Caro- 
lina; "  that  the  die  has  been  at  last  cast,  and 
Boaik  Carolina  has  at  lengdi  appealed  to  her  ul- 
terior sorerdgnty  as  a  member  at  this  eonfederaoy, 
and  has  planted  herself  on  hei  reeerred  rights. 
The  rightnil  exercise  of  this  power  is  not  a  ques- 
tion which  we  shall  any  longer  a^;iie.  It  is  suffl- 
cient  that  she  has  willed  it,  and  that  the  act  is 
done ;  nor  fa  its  strict  compatibilitr  with  our  conati- 
tutaoual  obligation  to  all  laws  passed  by  the  General 
Govemment,  within  the  authorized  grants  of  pomr, 
to  be  drawn  in  question,  when  this  interposition  is 
exerted  in  a  case  in  wMch  .the  compact  has  been 
palpably,  deliberately,  and  dai^croualy  violated. 
That  it  brings  up  a  conjuncture  of  deep  and  mo- 
mentous interest,  is  neither  to  be  concealed  nor 
denied.  This  dims  presents  a  class  of  duties  which 
Is  referable  to  yourselves.  You  have  been  com- 
manded by  the  people  in  their  highest  soverd^ty, 
to  take  care  that  within  the  limits  of  Uds  State 
their  win  shall  be  obeyed."  "The  measure  of 
legislation,"  he  says,  "  which  you  have  to  employ 
at  this  crisis,  is  the  precise  amount  of  such  enact- 
ments as  may  be  necessary  to  render  it  utterly  im- 
possible to  collect,  within  our  limits,  the  duties 
imposed  br  the  protectiTe  tarifft  thus  nuIMed." 
He  proceed :  **uiat  you  should  arm  every  citizen 
with  a  (^vil  process,  by  which  he  may  claim,  if  be 
pleases,  a  restitution  of  his  goods,  seized  under  the 
existing  Imposts,  on  lus  giving  security  to  abide  the 
issue  of  a  suit  at  law,  and  at  the  same  time  define 
what  shall  constitute  treason  against  the  State,  and 
by  a  bill  of  pdns  and  penalties  compel  obedience, 
and  punish  disobedience  to  your  own  laws,  are 
points  too  obvious  to  require  any  discussion.  In 
one  word,  you  must  survey  the  whole  ground. 
Tou  most  look  to  and  provide  for  all  possible  con- 
tingencies. In  your  own  limits,  your  own  courts 
of  judicature  must  not  only  be  supreme,  but  you 
nrast  look  to  the  ultimate  issue  of  any  conflict  of 
jurisdIcUon  and  power  between  them  and  the  courts 
of  the  United  States." 

The  Goveraor  also  asks  for  power  to  grant  clear- 
ances, in  violation  of  the  laws  of  Uie  ifnion ;  and, 
to  prepare  for  the  alternative  which  must  happen 
unless  the  United  States  shall  pasmvely  surrender 
thar  authority,  and  the  Executive,  disregarding  his 
oath,  refrain  from  executing  the  lam  of  the  Union, 
he  recommends  a  thorough  revision  of  the  uSStiB 
system,  and  that  the  Governor  "be  antborixed  to 
accept,  for  the  defence  of  Charieston  and  its  de- 
pendencies, the  services  of  two  thousand  volun- 
teers, eitiier  by  companies  or  files ; "  and  that  they 
be  fomed  into  a  le^onary  brigade,  consisting  of 
hifantry,  riflemen,  cavalry,  field  and  heavy  artil< 
lery ;  and  that  they  be  "  armed  and  equipped  from 
the  pnbllo  arsenals,  completely  for  the  field;  and 
that  appropriations  be  made  for  supplying  all  defi- 
ciencies in  our  munitions  of  war."  In  addition  to 
these  volunteer  draughts,  he  recommends  that  the 
Governor  be  authorized  "  to  accept  the  services  of 
ten  thousand  volunteers  from  the  other  diviuons 
id  the  State,  to  bo  or^nized  and  arranged  In 
meats  and  brigades ;  the  officers  to  be  selected  by 
the  commander-in-chief;  «nd  that  this  whole  force 
be  called  the  State  Oiutnt" 


[Jakuaet,  1833. 

A  request  has  been  regularly  made  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  South  Carolina  for  aothentic  copies 
of  the  acts  which  have  been  passed  for  the  purpose 
of  enforcing  the  ordinance ;  but,  up  to  the  date  (rf 
the  latest  advices,  that  request  had  not  been  com- 
plied with;  and,  on  the  present  occasion,  therefore, 
refereoce  can  oaXj  be  made  to  those  acts  as  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  of  the  State., 

The  acts  to  whidi  it  is  deemed  proper  to  invite 
the  particular  attention  of  Congress,  are :  — 

1st.  "  An  act  to  carry  into  efrect,  in  part,  an  ordi- 
nance to  nullify  certain  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  purporting  to  be  laws  laying  duties 
on  the  importation  of  foreiga  commodities,  passed 
In  convention  of  tiUs  State,  ftt  Oolm^dSf  on  the 
24th  November,  1882. 

This  act  provides  that  any  goods  seized  or  de- 
tained, under  pretence  of  securing  the  dntaes,  or 
for  the  non-payment  of  duties,  or  under  any  oro- 
cees,  order,  or  decree,  or  other  pretext,  contnry 
to  the  Intent  and  meaning  of  the  ordimnce,  may 
be  recovered  by  the  owner  or  conngnee  by  "  an 
act  of  replevin."  That,  In  case  of  refusing  to  de- 
liver them,  or  removing  them  so  that  the  replevin 
cannot  be  executed,  the  sberliT  may  seize  the  per- 
sonal estate  of  the  offender  to  double  the  amount 
of  the  goods ;  and  if  any  attempt  shall  be  made  to 
retake  or  seize  them,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to 
recapture  them.  And  that  any  person  who  shall 
disobey  the  process,  or  remove  the  ^oods,  or  any 
one  who  shalt  attempt  to  retake  or  seize  the  goods 
under  pretence  of  securing  the  duties,  or  for  non- 
payment of  dntlee,  or  under  any  process  or  decree 
'  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  ordinance,  shidl  be 
fined  and  imprisoned,  besides  being  liable  for  any 
other  offence  involved  In  the  act. 

It  also  provides  that  any  persoo  arrested  or  im- 
prisoned on  any  jndgment  or  decree  obtained  b 
any  federal  conrt  nw  duties,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  secured  by  the  Aofteu  eorput  act  <rf  the 
State  in  cases  of  unlawihl  arrest,  and  may  mriotain 
an  action  for  damages ;  and  that,  if  any  estate  shall 
be  sold  under  such  jndgment  or  decree,  the  sale 
shall  be  held  illegal.  It  also  provides  that  any 
juler  who  receives  a  person  committed  on  any  pro- 
cess or  other  judidtd  proceedings,  to  enforce  the 
payment  of  duties,  and  any  one  wno  hires  his  house 
as  a  jul  to  receive  such  persons,  shall  be  fined  and 
imprisoned.  And,  finally,  it  provides  that  persons 
paying  duties  may  recover  them  back  with  interest 

The.next  is  caUed  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  se- 
curity and  protection  ot  the  people  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina." 

This  act  provides,  that,  if  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  ofBoer  thereof.  Shall,  by  the 
employment  of  naval  or  military  force,  attempt  to 
coerce  the  State  of  South  Carolina  into  sabmiasion 
to  the  acta  of  Congress  declared  by  the  ordinance 
null  and  void,  or  to  re^  the  ^enforoement  of  the 
ordinance,  or  of  the  laws  jussed  in  pursuance 
thereof;  or  in  ease  of  any  armed  or  fbrdble  rerist- 
ance  thereto,  the  Governor  Is  authorized  to  reust 
the  same,  and  to  order  into  service  the  whole,  or 
so  much  of  the  military  force  of  the  State  as  he 
may  deem  necessary ;  and  that  in  case  of  any  overt 
act  of  coercion,  or  intention  to  commit  the  same, 
manifested  by  an  unusual  assemblage  of  naval  or 
military  forces  in  or  near  the  State,  or  the  occur- 
rence of  any  circinostances  itt<Ucadng  that  armed 
force  is  about  to  be  employed  agdnst  the  State,  or 
In  ledataoee  to  its  laws,  the  Goveraor  is  antiuriind 


Proceedingt  in  relation  to  SoiOh  Carolina. 


Digitized  by 


17 


JaitvjUT,  1888.] 

to  accept  the  senices  of  such  Tolaateera,  and  call 
into  aerrice  such  portioDs  of  the  militia  as  mtj  be 
required  to  meet  the  emergency. 

The  act  alao  prorides  for  accepting  the  service 
of  the  Tolimteen,  and  onui^g  the  militia,  em- 
hradng  all  free  white  males  between  the  ages  of 
sizteen  and  Aity,  and  for  the  purchase  of  arms, 
ordnance  and  ammunition.  It  also  declares  that  the 
power  conferred  on  the  Governor  shall  be  applica- 
ble to  ail  coses  of  insurrection  or  invosiOD,  or  im- 
minent danger  thereof,  and  to  coses  where  ike  laws 
of  the  State  shall  be  opposed,  and  the  eiecution 
thereof  forcibly  redsted  by  combinations  too  pow- 
erfiil  to  be  suppressed  bj  the  power  vested  in  the 
^eriS^  and  other  civil  officers ;  and  declares  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  in  every  such  cose  to 
coll  forth  such  portions  of  militia  and  volunteers 
OS  may  be  necessary  promptly  to  suppress  such  com- 
binations, and  eanse  the  laws  of  the  Stat«  to  be 
ezeoated. 

yo.  9  Is  "An  act  coneeraing  the  oath  reqtdred 
by  the  ordinance  passed  in  convention  at  Columbia, 
on  the  24th  of  November,  1882."  This  act  pre- 
scribe the  form  of  the  oath,  which  is,  to  obey  and 
execute  the  ordinance,  and  oil  acts  passed  by  the 
Legislature  in  pursuance  thereof;  and  directs  the 
time  and  manner  of  taking  it  by  the  ofBcers  of  the 
State,  «dvil,  jndidary,  and  ndlitary. 

It  Is  bdieved  dtat  other  aots  have  been  passed, 
embmcslag  provinona  fbr  enforcing  the  ordinance, 
hot  I  tuive  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  them. 

I  trovismit,  however,  a  copy  of  Governor  Hamil- 
ton's message  to  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina, 
of  OoTeroor  Hayne^s  inaugural  address  to  the  same 
body,  as  also  m  his  prpdamation,  and  a  general 
order  of  the  GoTemor  and  commander^n-chle^ 
dated  the  20th  of  December,  giving  public  notice 
that  the  services  of  volunteers  will  be  accepted  un- 
der the  act  already  referred  to. 

If  these  meosures  cannot  be  defeated  and  over- 
come by  the  power  conferred  by  tbe  constitution 
OQ  the  Federal  Government,  the  constitution  must 
be  considered  as  incompetent  to  its  own  defence, 
the  supremacy  of  the  laws  is  at  an  end,  and  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  tbe  dtizens  can  no  longer 
receive  protection  from  the  Government  of  the 
Union.  They  not  only  abrogate  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, commonly  called  the  tariff  acts  of  1828  and 
1832,  but  they  prostrate  and  sweep  away  at  once, 
and  without  exception,  every  act,  and  every  part 
of  every  act,  imposing  any  amount  whatever  of 
daty  on  any  foreign  menwondise ;  and,  virtually, 
every  existing  act  which  bos  ever  been  passed  on- 
thoriang  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  including 
tbe  act  of  1816,  and  also,  the  collection  law  of 
1799,  the  constitutionality  of  which  has  never  been 
questioned.  It  is  not  only  those  duties  which  are 
charged  to  have  been  imposed  for  the  protection 
of  raannfactnrefl  that  are  thereby  repealed,  but  aU 
others,  though  laid  for  the  purpose  of  revenue 
merely,  and  upon  articles  in  no  degree  suspected 
of  being  objects  of  protection.  The  whole  revenue 
system  of  the  United  States  in  South  Carolina  is 
obstructed  and  overthrown;  and  the  Government 
is  absolutely  prohibited  from  collecting  any  part  of 
the  public  reveoue  within  the  limits  of  that  SUte. 
Henceforth,  not  only  the  citizens  of  South  Caro- 
lina ond  of  the  United  States,  but  the  sutjecU  of 
foreign  States,  may  import  any  description  or 
quantity  of  merchandise  into  the  ports  of  South 
Carolina,  without  the  payment  of  toy  duty  what* 
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soever.  That  State  is  thus  relieved  from  the  pay- 
ment of  any  part  of  tbe  public  burdens,  and  duties 
and  imposts  are  not  only  rendered  not  uniform 
throughout  tbe  United  States,  but  a  direct  and  ru- 
inous preference  is  (^ven  to  tbe  poru  of  that  State 
over  toose  of  all  tbe  other  States  of  the  Union,  in 
manifest  violation  of  the  positive  provisions  of  the 
constitution. 

In  point  of  duration,  also,  those  aggressions  up- 
on the  authority  of  Congress,  which,  by  the  ordi- 
nance, ore  made  part  of  the  fundamental  law  of 
South  Carolina,  are  absolute,  indefinite,  and  with- 
out limitation.  They  neither  prescribe  the  period 
when  they  shall  cease,  nor  Indicate  any  con&tiMU 
upon  which  those  who  have  thus  undertaken  to 
arrest  tbe  operation  of  the  laws  are  to  retrace  their 
steps,  and  rescind  their  measures.  They  offer  to 
the  United  States  no  alternative  but  uncon^Uosol 
Bubmisaioo.  If  the  scope  of  the  ordinance  is  to  bo 
received  as  the  scale  of  concession,  their  demands 
can  be  satisfied  only  by  a  repeal  of  the  whole  lys- 
tem  of  revenue  laws,  and  by  abst^ning  from  ue 
collection  of  any  duties  and  imposta  whatsoever 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  address  to  tbe  people  ot 
the  United  States  by  the  Convention  of  South 
Carolina,  after  announcing  "  tbe  fixed  and  final  de- 
terminatioQ  of  tbe  State  m  relation  to  the  protect- 
ing ^stemf^they  say  "that  it  rem&lua  for  ns  to 
submit  a  ptan  of  taxation,  in  which  we  would  be 
willing  to  acquiesce,  in  a  liberal  spirit  of  conce»> 
sion,  provided  we  are  met  in  due  time,  and  in  a 
becoming  spirit,  by  the  States  interested  in  manu- 
factures. In  tbe  opinion  of  the  convention,  an 
equitable  idan  would  be,  that  "the  whole  list  of 
protected  articles  shonld  1m  imported  free  of  all 
dutjr,  and  that  tbe  rerenae  derived  from  Import 
duties  should  be  rused  exclusivei3r*from  the  unpro- 
tected articles,  or  that  whenever  a  duty  is  imposed 
upon  protected  articles  imported,  an  exdse  duty  of 
the  same  rate  shall  be  imposed  upon  aU  similar  ar- 
ticles manufactured  in  the  United  States."  The 
address  proceeds  to  state,  however,  that  "  they  aro 
willing  to  make  a  large  offering  to  preserve  the 
Union,  and  with  a  distinct  declaration  that  it  is  a 
concession  on  our  part,  we  will  consent  that  tiie 
same  rate  of  duty  maybe  Imposed  upon  the  protected 
orticles  that  eh^  be  imposed  upon  the  unprotected, 
provided  that  no  more  revenue  be  raised  than  is 
necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Government 
for  constitutional  purposes,  and  provided  also  that 
a  duty  Bidwtantialjy  uniform  be  imposed  upon  all 
foreign  importi." 

It  IB  also  true,  that.  In  liis  mesnige  to  the  Legis- 
lature, when  urging  the  necessity  of  proriding 
"  means  of  securing  their  safety  by  ample  resources 
for  repelling  force  by  force,"  the  Governor  of  South 
Carolina  olMerves  that  he  *'  cannot  bat  tliink  that, 
on  a  calm  and  disposdcmate  review  by  Congress, 
and  the  ftractionanes  of  the  General  Government, 
of  the  true  merits  of  this  controversy,  the  arbitra- 
tion, by  a  call  of  o  convention  of  ^1  the  States, 
which  we  sincerely  and  anxiously  seek  and  desire, 
will  be  accorded  to  us." 

From  tbe  diversity  of  terms  indicated  in  these 
two  important  docomoits,  taken  in  connection  with 
the  progress  of  recent  eventa  in  that  quarter,  there 
is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  without  in  any 
manner  doubting  the  intentions  of  those  puUfo 
functionaries,  that  neither  the  terms  proposed  in 
the  address  of  the  convention,  nor  those  aUuded  to 
in  the  message  of  the  Qovenior,  would  appe^  the 
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exciteneat  which  h«a  led  to  the  present  excesses. 
It  IB  ob<riou8,  however,  that,  should  the  Utter  be 
hnuted  on,  the;  prMent  aa  altenutiTe  which  the 
General  GoTernmeDt  of  itself  can  by  do  posribiUty 
grant,  since,  by  an  express  provision  of  the  con- 
stitution, Congress  can  call  a  convention  for  the 
purpose  of  proposing  amendments  only  "  on  the 
application  of  the  Legialatnres  of  two-tMrds  of  the 
Sl^es.'*  And  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  terms 
presented  in  the  sddresi  ue  more  praetioible  than 
tbose  leftrred  to  in  the  message. 

It  will  not  escape  attention  that  the  conditions 
on  which  it  is  said,  is  the  address  of  the  conveo- 
tlon,  they  "  would  be  willing  to  acquiesce,"  form 
no  part  of  the  ordinance.  While  this  ordinance 
bean  all  the  ademnity  of  a  fundamental  law,  is  to 
be  aatboritative  npon  all  within  the  limiia  of  South 
Carolina,  and  is  absolate  and  unconditional  in  Its 
terms,'  the  address  conveys  only  the  sentiments  of 
the  convention  in  no  binding  or  practical  form ; 
one  is  the  act  of  the  State,  the  other  only  the  ex- 
presuon  of  the  oinnions  of  the  members  of  the 
eonvention.  To  limit  the  effect  of  that  solemn  act 
by  any  terms  or  conditions  whatever,  they  should 
Mve  been  embodied  in  U,  and  made  of  import  no 
less  authoritative  than  the  act  itself.  'By  the  posi- 
ttre  enactments  of  the  ordinance,  the  execution  of 
the  laws  of  the  Union  Is  absolutely  prohibited ;  and 
the  address  offers  no  other  prospect  of  their  being 
again  restored,  even  in  the  mo^ed  form  proposed, 
than  what  depends  upon  the  improbable  contin- 
gency, that,  amid  changing  events  and  increasing 
ex(dtement,  the  BentimwitB  of  the  present  members 
of  the  convention,  and  of  their  snoceflsors,  will  re- 
main the  same. 

It  is  to  he  regretted,  however,  that  these  condi- 
tions, even  if  they  had  been  offered  in  the  same 
binding  form,  are  so.  undefined,  depend  upon  bo 
many  contingencies,  and  are  bo  directly  opposed  to 
the  known  opinlona  and  interests  of  the  great  body 
of  the  American  people,  as  to  be  almost  hopeless 
of  att^nment.  'nie  majority  of  the  States  and  of 
the  people  will  certainly  not  consent  that  the  pro- 
tecting duties  shall  be  wholly  abrogated,  never  to 
be  re-enacted  at  any  future  time,  or  in  any  possible 
contjngency.  As  littie  practicable  is  it  to  provide 
that  "the  same  rate  of  duty  shall  be  Imposed  npon 
the  protected  articles  that  shall  be  Imposed  npon 
the  unprotected ; "  which,  moreover,  would  be 
severely  oppresrive  to  the  poor,  and,  in  time  of 
war,  would  add  greatiy  to  its  rigors.  And  though 
there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  principle,  properly 
understood,  that  no  more  revenue  shall  be  raised 
than  is  necessary  for  the  constitutional  purposes 
of  the  Government,  whkh  principle  has  been  al- 
ready recommended  b^  the  Executive  as  the  true 
basis  of  taxation,  yet  it  is  very  certain  that  South 
CaroUna  alone  cannot  be  permitted  to  deiude  what 
these  constitutional  purpoaea  are. 

The  period  which  constitutes  the  due  time  in 
which  tiie  terms  proposed  in  the  address  are  to  be 
accepted,  would  seem  to  present  scarcely  less  diffi- 
culty than  the  terms  themselves.  Though  the  rev- 
enue Uws  are  already  declared  to  be  void  in  South 
Carolina,  aa  well  as  tbe  bonds  taken  under  them, 
and  the  judicial  proceedings  for  carrying  them  into 
effect,  yet,  as  the  full  action  and  operation  of  the 
ordinance  are  to  be  suspended  until  the  Ist  of 
February,  the  interval  may  be  assumed  as  the  time 
witiiin  which  it  is  expected  that  the  most  compli- 
cated pwtion  of  the  national  le^alation,  a  system 
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of  long  standing,  and  affecting  great  interests  in 
the  community,  is  to  be  rescinded  and  abolished. 
If  .th^  be  required,  it  is  clear  that  a  compliance  is 
imposrible. 

In  the  uncertainty,  then,  that  exists  aa  to  the  du- 
ration of  the  ordinance,  and  of  the  enactments  for 
enforcing  it,  it  becomes  imperiously  the  duty  of 
the  Executive  of  the  TJnited  States,  acting  with  a 
proper  regard  to  all  the  great  interests  committed 
to  his  care,  to  treat  those  acta  aa  absolute  and  un- 
limited. They  are  so,  as  far  as  his  agency  is  con- 
cerned. Be  cannot  either  embrace  or  lead  to  the 
performance  of  the  conditions.  He  has  already 
discharged  the  only  part  in  his  power,  by  the  rec- 
ommendation in  bis  annual  Uessi^.  The  rest  is 
with  Congress  and  the  people  ^  and  nntil  they  have 
acted,  his  duty  will  require  him  to  look  to  Uie  ex- 
isting state  of  things,  and  act  under  them,  accord- 
ing to  his  high  obligations. 

By  these  various  prooeecUngs,  therefore,  the 
State  of  Sonth  Carolina  has  forced-  the  General 
Government,  unavoidably,  to  decide  the  new  and 
dangerous  alternative  of  permittinr  a  State  to  ob- 
struct tbe  execution  of  the  laws  withtn  its  limits 
or  seeing  it  attempt  to  execute  a  threat  of  with- 
drawing from  the  Union.  That  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple at  present  exercising  the  authority  of  the  State, 
solemnly  assert  their  right  to  do  dther,  and  aa 
solemnly  announce  their  determination  to  do  one 
or  the  other. 

In  my  opinion,  both  purposes  are  to  be  regarded 
as  revolutionary  in  their  character  and  tendency, 
and  snbversve  of  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  and 
of  the  integrity  of  the  Union. '  The  result  of  each 
is  the  same ;  since  a  State  in  which,  by  a  usurpa- 
tion of  power,  tbe  constitutional  authority  of  the 
Federal  Government  is  openly  defied  and  set  aside, 
wants  only  the  form  to  be  independent  of  the 
Union. 

The  right  of  a  peopte  of  a  ^gle  State  to  absolve 
themselves  at  will,  and  without  the  consent  of  the 
other  States,  from  their  most  solemn  obligations, 
and  hazard  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  the  mil- 
lions composing  this  Union,  cannot  be  acknowl- 
edged. Such  authority  is  believed  to  be  utterly 
repugnant  both  to  tbe  princi[de8  upon  which  the 
General  GoTemment  is  constituted,  and  to  Uie  ob- 
jects which  it  is  expressly  formed  to  attdn. 

Against  all  acts  which  may  be  alleged  to  tran- 
scend the  constitational  power  of  the  Government, 
or  which  may  be  inconvenient  or  oppressive  in 
their  operation,  the  constitution  itself  has  pre- 
scribed the  modes  of  redress.  It  is  the  acknowl- 
edged attribute  of  free  institations,  that,  nnder 
them,  the  empire  of  reason  and  law  Is  sobstitnted 
for  tiie  power  of  tbe  sword.  To  no  other  source 
can  appeals  for  supposed  wrongs  be  made,  consist- 
ently with  the  obligations  of  South  Carolina  ;  to 
no  other  can  such  appeals  be  made  witii  safety  at 
any  time;  and  to  their  decisions,  when  constitu- 
ti<mally  pronoonced,  it  becomes  the  duty,  no  less 
of  tbe  public  authorities  than  of  the  people,  in 
every  case  to  yield  a  patriotic  submisdon. 

That  a  State,  or  any  other  great  portion  of  the 
people,  suffering  under  long  and  intolerable  op- 
presaion,  and  having  tried  all  constitutional  reme- 
dies without  the  nope  of  redress,  may  have  a 
natural  right,  when  their  happiness  can  be  no 
otherwise  secured,  and  when  tbey  can  do  so  witii- 
ont  greater  iitinry  to  others,  to  absolve  themselves 
from  their  obfigations  to  the  Goverament,  and  ap> 
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peil  to  the  lut  naort,  needa  not,  oa  the  present 
oecarion,  be  deaied. 

The  existence  of  this  right,  howerer,  must  de- 
pend upon  the  causes  which  may  justify  Its  exer^ 
cise.  It  is  the  ultima  ratio,  which  presupposes  that 
the  proper  appeals  to  all  other  means  of  redress 
have  been  made  in  good  futh,  and  which  can  never 
he  rightfully  resorted  to  unless  it  be  unavoidable. 
It  is  not  the  right  of  the  Sute,  bat  of  tbe  individ- 
ual, and  of  all  tbe  individuals  in  tbe  State.  It  is 
the  right  of  mankind  generally  to  secure,  by  all 
means  in  their  power,  the  blessiDga  of  liberty  and 
happiness ;  but  when,  for  these  purposes,  any  body 
of  men  bare  voluntarily  associated  themselves  un- 
der a  particular  form  of  Government,  no  portion 
of  them  can  dissolve  the  assodation  without  ao- 
knowledgine  tbe  correlative  ri|;ht  in  the  remainder 
to  decide  whether  that  dissolution  can  be  permitted 
consistently  with  the  general  happinen.  In  this 
Tiew,  it  is  a  right  dependent  upon  the  power  to  en- 
force it.  Such  a  right,  though  it  may  be  admitted 
to  pre-exist,  and  cannot  be  wholly  sarrendered,  is 
necoaaarily  aut^eoted  to  limitations  in  all  free  Qot- 
emments,  and  in  compacts  of  all  kinds,  fVeely  and 
Tolantarily  entered  into,  and  in  which  the  interest 
and  wel&re  of  the  individual  become  Identified  witti 
those  of  the  community  of  which  he  Is  a  member. 
In  compacts  between  individuals,  however  deeply 
they  may  affect  their  relations,  these  principles  are 
acknowledged  to  ereate  a  aaered  obligation;  and 
in  compacts  of  civil  Government,  invotviog  the 
liberties  and  happiness  of  millions  of  mankind,  the 
obligation  cannot  be  leas. 

Without  adverUng  to  the  particular  theories  to 
which  the  Federal  compact  has  given  rise,  both  as 
to  its  fonnatiOD  and  tbe  parties  to  it,  and  without 
inquiring  whether  H  be  nwrely  federal,  or  sodal,  or 
narional,  it  la  saflBcient  that  it  moat  be  admitted  to 
be  a  compact,  and  to  possess  tbe  obligations  inci- 
dent to  a  compact;  to  be  "  a  compact  by  which 
power  is  created  on  the  one  band,  and  obedience 
exacted  on  the  other ;  a  compact  freely,  voluntari- 
ly, and  solemnly  entered  into  by  the  several  States, 
and  ratified  by  the  people  thereof,  respectively ;  a 
compact  by  which  the  several  States,  and  the  peo- 
ple ttiereol^  respectively,  have  bound  themselves  to 
each  other,  and  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  by 
which  the  Federal  Government  is  bound  to  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  to  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States."  To  this  compact,  in  whatever  mode  it 
may  have  been  done,  the  people  of  South  Carolina 
have  freely  and  voluntarily  given  their  asaent ;  and 
to  the  wbole  and  every  part  of  it,  they  are,  upon 
every  principle  of  good  faith,  Inviolably  boimd. 
Under  this  obBgation  they  are  bound,  and  should 
be'reqmred  to  contribute  their  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic expense,  and  to  submit  to  all  laws  made  by  the 
common  consent,  in  pursuance  of  the  constitution, 
for  the  conmion  defence  and  general  welfare,  until 
they  can  be  obaiwed  in  the  mode  which  tbe  com- 
pact has  provided  for  the  attainment  of  those  great 
ends  of  the  Government  and  the  Ut^on.  Ifothtng 
less  than  causes  which  would  justify  revolutionary 
remedy,  can  absolve  the  people  from  this  obtiga- 
tion;  and  for  nothing  less  can  the  Qovemment 
permit  it  to  be  done  without  violating  its  own  ob- 
Ugadons,  by  which,  onder  the  compact,  it  is  bound 
to  Ae  other  States,  and  to  every  dtizen  of  the 
United  States. 

These  deductions  plainly  flow  from  the  nature 
of  the  bdnsl  compact,  wmcb  is  one  of  Umitations, 


not  only  upon  the  powers  originally  ponessed  by 
the  parties  thereto,  but  also  upon  Uiose  conferred 
on  the  Government,  and  every  department  thereoC 
It  will  be  freely  conceded  that,  by  the  principles 
of  our  system,  all  power  is  vested  in  tbe  people ; 
but  to  be  exercised  in  the  mode,  and  subject  to  the 
checks  which  the  people  themselves  liave  pre- 
scribed. These  checks  are,  undoubtedly,  only  dif- 
ferent modifioations  of  the  same  great  popular 
prinnple  which  lies  at  tiie  foundation  of  the  whole, 
but  are  not,  on  that  account,  to  be  less  regarded 
or  less  obligatory. 

Upon  tbe  power  of  Congress,  the  veto  of  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive, and  the  authority  of  the  Judiciary,  which 
is  to  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arisiag 
under  the  consdtntlon,  and  laws  fif  the  United 
States  made  In  pursuance  thereof,  are  the  obvioui 
checks ;  and  the  sound  action  of  public  opinion, 
with  tbe  ultimate  power  of  amendment,  is  tbe  sal* 
utaty  and  only  limitation  upon  the  powers  of  the 
whole. 

However  it  may  be  alleged  that  a  violation  of 
the  compact,  by  ue  measures  of  tbe  Government, 
can  aflbot  the  obligations  of  the  parties,  it  cannot 
even  be  pretended  that  such  violation  can  be  pred- 
icated of  those  measures  until  all  the  constitutional 
remedies  shall  have  been  ftilly  tried.  If  the  Fed- 
eral Government  exercise  powers  not  warranted  by 
tbe  constitution,  and  immediately  affecting  indi- 
viduals, it  will  soaroelj  be  ^oied  that  the  proper 
remedy  is  a  recourse  to  tbe  judiciary.  Such,  un- 
doubtedly, is  tbe  remedy  for  those  who  deem  the 
acts  of  Congress  laying  duties  and  imposts,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  collection,  to  be  unconstitutionaL 
The  wbole  operation  of  such  laws  is  upon  the  indi- 
viduals importing  the  merchandise.  A  State  is  ab- 
solutely prohlUted  from  laying  imposts  or  duties  on 
imports  or  exports,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
and  cannot  become  a  party,  under  these  laws,  with- 
out importing  in  her  own  name,  or  wrongfi^y  in- 
terposing her  authority  agtunst  them.  By  thus 
ittterposmg,  however,  she  cannot  rightfully  obstruct 
tbe  operation  of  the  laws  upon  individuals.  For 
their  disobedience  to,  or  violation  of,  the  laws,  the 
ordinary  remedies  through  the  judicial  tribune 
would  remain.  And  in  a  esse  where  an  individual 
should  be  prosecuted  for  any  oflbnce  agunst  the 
laws,  be  could  not  set  up,  in  justification  of  his  act, 
a  U%  of  the  State,  which,  being  unconstitutiond, 
would  therefore  be  regarded  as  null  and  void.  The 
law  of  a  State  cannot  auihorixe  tbe  commission  o£ 
a  crime  against  the  United  States,  or  any  other  act 
which,  according  to  the  supreme  law  of  tbe  Union, 
would  be  otherwise  unkvmil.  And  it  is  equaJly 
clear,  that,  if  there  be  any  case  In  which  a  State,  as 
such,  is  affected  by  tbe  law  beyond  tbe  scope  of 
judicial  power,  the  remedy  consists  in  appeals  to 
tbe  people,  either  to  effect  a  change  in  the  repre- 
sentation, or  to  procure  relief  by  an  amendment  of 
tbe  constitution.  Bat  the  measures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment are  to  be  recognized  as  valid,  and,  conse- 
quently, supreme,  on  til  these  remedies  shall  have 
been  effootuslly  tried;  and  any  attempt  to  subvert 
those  measures,  or  to  render  tbe  laws  subordi- 
nate to  Sute  authority,  and,  afterwards,  to  resort 
to  constitutional  redrc^,  is  worse  than  evasive. 
It  would  not  be  a  proper  redstance  to  "a Govern- 
ment of  nnlimlted  powers,"  as  has  been  sometimes 
pretended,  hut  unlawful  opposition  to  the  very 
limitations  on  which  the  harmonious  action  of  the 
Qovemment,  and  all  its  parts,  absolutely  depends. 
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South  CaroHna  hu  appealed  to  none  of  these  rem- 
ediei,  bnt,  in  effect,  ha«  defied  them  all.  While 
threatening  to  separate  from  the  Union,  if  anj  at- 
tempt be  made  to  enforce  tlie  rerenue  lawi  other- 
wise than  through  the  dril  tribunals  of  the  conntrj, 
ehe  has  not  only  not  appealed  in  her  own  name  to 
those  tribunals  which  the  conatitation  hu  provided 
for  all  cases  in  law  or  equity  arising  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  UtUted  States,  but  has 
endeavored  to  frustrate  the  proper  acUon  on  her 
cidMBs,  by  drawing  Uie  cogtuance  of  eases  under 
the  rerenne  hiwi  to  ber  own  tiibanals,  specially 
prepared  and  fitted  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the 
aete  passed  by  the  State  to  obstmct  those  laws,  and 
both  the  judges  and  jurors  of  which  will  be  bound, 
by  the  import  of  oaths  previously  taken,  to  treat 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  in  this 
respect  aa  a  nullity.  Mor  has  the  State  made  the 
proper  appeal  to  public  opinion,  and  to  the  remedy 
of  amendment.  For,  without  wdUng  to  learn 
whether  the  other  States  wiQ  consent  to  a  conven- 
tion, or,  if  they  do,  will  construe  or  amend  tlie 
constitution  to  siut  her  views,  she  has,  of  ber  own 
authority,  altered  the  import  of  that  instroment,  and 

£ren  lmme<Uate  eIRot  to  the  change.  In  fine,  she 
IS  set  her  own  will  and  authority  above  the  Uws, 
has  made  herself  arbiter  in  her  own  cause,  and  has 
passed  at  once  over  all  intermediate  steps  to  meas- 
ures of  avowed  reristance,  which,  unless  they  be 
submitted  to,  can  be  enforced  only  by  the  sword. 

In  deci^ng  upon  the  course  which  a  high  sense 
of  duty  to  au  the  people  of  the  United  States  im- 
post upon  the  authorities  of  the  Union,  in  tliis 
emergency,  It  cannot  be  oreriooked  that  there  is 
no  siAt^ent  eanse  for  Ae  acts  of  Sooth  Carolina, 
or  fbr  her  thux  placing  In  jeopardy  the  bapi^ess 
of  so  many  millions  of  people.  Misrule  and  op- 
presaion,  to  warrant  the  Eruption  of  the  free  insti- 
tutions of  the  Union  of  these  States,  should  be  great 
and  lasting,  defying  all  o^er  remedy.  For  causes 
of  minor  dnraeter,  the  OoTeramsnt  could  do!  sub- 
mit to  such  a  catastrophe  iriMiout  a  violiation  of  Its 
most  iaered  obligations  to  the  other  States  of  the 
tTnimi  wlio  bare  Babndtted  their  desthiy  to  its 
hands. 

There  is,  in  the  present  instance,  no  such  cause, 
either  ia  tlie  degree  of  misrule  or  o[q>reswon  com- 
plidned  of,  or  In  the  hopeleasness  m  redress  by 
eoDstitntional  means.  Tbe  long  sanction  the/  have 
Teeeived  from  tbe  proper  authorities,  and  from  tbe 

EMpIe,  not  less  than  the  unexampled  growth  and 
creasing  prosperity  of  so  many  millions  of  free- 
men, attest  that  no  such  oppression  as  would  justify 
or  even  palliate  such  a  resort,  can  be  justly  imputed 
either  to  the  present  policy  or  past  measures  of  the 
Federal  Goverumeot.  The  same  mode  of  collecting 
duties,  and  tm  tlie  same  general  otjeets,  wUcb  be- 
gan with  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  and 
which  has  conducted  the  country,  through  its  sub- 
itequent  steps,  to  iu  present  enviable  condition  of 
happiness  and  renown,  has  not  been  changed.  Tax- 
ation and  representation,  the  great  principle  of  the 
American  revolution,  have  continually  gone  band 
In  hand ;  and  at  all  times,  and  in  every  Instanoe,  no 
tax,  of  any  tinA,  has  been  imposed  wftboot  their 
participation;  and  iu  some  instaoces,  which  have 
been  complained  of,  with  the  express  assent  of  a 
part  of  the  Representatives  of  South  Carolina  In 
the  coundld  of  the  Qovemment.  Up  to  the  present 
period,  no  revenue  has  been  nused  beyond  the  ne- 1 
oeMory  wnaia  of  the  coantiy  and  tbe  anthotiied  1 
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expenditures  of  tbe  Oovemment.  And  at  soon  u 
the  burden  of  tbe  pnbUe  debt  is  removed,  ibow 
charged  wHh  tbe  admiolstratioD  have  promptl;  rec- 
ommended a  corresponding  reduction  of  refenne. 

That  this  system,  thus  pursued,  hu  resalted  inno 
such  oppression  upon  South  Carolina,  needs  do  other 
proof  uian  the  solemn  and  official  dechuation  of  tbe 
late  Chief  Magistrate  of  that  State,  in  hii  tiiiat 
to  the  Legislature.  In  that  he  says,  that  "tbe  oc- 
currmces  of  the  past  year,  in  connection  with  ov 
domertie  oonoems,  are  to  be  reviewed  with  a  •etiu- 
ment  of  fervent  mtitnde  to  tbe  Great  IKqweer  of 
human  events  ;  that  tributes  of  grateful  ackiio*!- 
edgment  are  due  for  the  various  and  multiplied 
blesdnga  he  baa  been  pleased  to  bestow  so  om 
people ;  that  abundant  harvests,  in  every  qunei 
of  toe  State,  have  crowned  the  exertions 
onltnral  labor ;  that  health,  almost  beyond  fonnet 
precedent,  has  Messed  our  hotnes;  and  tbat  &at 
a  not  less  reason  for  thankfulness  in  survejr^ng  ov 
sodal  condition.**  It  would,  indeed,  be  difflcoit  ta 
imagine  oppression  where,  in  the  social  condition 
of  a  people,  there  was  equal  cause  of  thaakfnliKSt 
as  for  abundant  harrests,  and  varied  and  aultiplied 
blessings  with  wUch  a  Und  PraTfdeoee  bad  hiaai 
them. 

Independently  of  tbese  conrideraUons,  itwifl  not 
escape  observation  that  South  Carolina  atiD  cUma 
to  be  a  component  part  of  the  Union ;  to  partid- 
pate  in  the  national  councils,  and  to  share  in  tlie 

Eublic  benefits,  without  contributing  to  tbe  pnbBc 
urdens ;  thus  asserting  the  dangerous  asemal]'  of 
continuing  in  an  association  withont  ackoovWg- 
ing  any  other  obligation  to  iU  laws  than  what  d^ 
pends  upon  her  own  wilL 

In  this  posture  of  alftira,  the  duty  of  theGorera 
ment  seems  to  be  pUln.  It  Inculcates  a  reeognitioB 
of  that  State  as  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  nb- 
ject  to  its  authority  ;  a  vindication  of  tbe  joA 
■  power  <^  the  constitution ;  the  preservation  of  tlH 
integrity  of  the  ChIob;  and  tiie  ezecntioa  of  tlx 
laws  by  all  eonstitnUonal  means. 

The  constitution,  which  bis  oath  of  office  obIi|^ 
him  to  support,  declares  that  the  Executive 
Ukecare  that  the  Uws  be  faithftiUy  executed," 
in  providing  that  he  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
to  Congress  information  of  the  state  of  tbe  Vmoo, 
and  recommend  to  their  consideration  sneb  vm*- 
ures  as  he  shall  Judge  necessary  and  exps^ti 
imposes  the  additional  obligation  of  recommeodinE 
to  Congress  such  more  efficient  provision  for  nt- 
cuting  the  Uws  as  mar,  from  time  to  time,  be  fotmd 
requisite. 

The  same  instrument  confers  on  Congress  toe 
power  not  merely  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  dtiti^ 
imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide 
for  the  common  delhnee  and  general  welCuti  ^ 
"  to  make  aU  hws  which  shall  be  nrcesssry  sod 
proper  for  carrying  into  effect  the  foregoing  powc^ 
and  all  other  powers  vested  by  the  constituiioD  m 
tbe  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  snj  ?^ 
partment  or  officer  thereof;"  and  also  to  pronde 
for  calling  forth  the  militia  for  executing  the  ls« 
of  the  Uidon.  In  all  cases  simitar  to  the  pifiso^ 
the  duties  of  the  Government  become  the  meunre 
of  its  powers ;  and  whenever  it  fails  to  exerciae  • 
power  necessary  and  proper  to  the  discbarge  of  tn" 
duty  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  it  violates  the 
public  trusts  not  less  than  it  would  in  traasceoding 
Its  proper  limits.  To  refrain,  therefore,  from  tbe 
high  and  solemn  dnUaa  thtu  eiijohied,  howew 
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painful  the  peiformance  ma;  be,  asd  thereby  tac^tlj 
permit  the  rightful  authority  of  the  GoTernmeot  to 
be  coDtemned,  and  its  Uwa  obstiueted  by  a  naf;le 
State,  would  neither  comport  wiUi  ita  own  Mifety, 
nor  the  lighta  of  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people. 

It  being  thus  shown  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Exeeu- 
tiTe  to  execate  the  laws  by  atl  constitutional  means, 
it  remains  to  consider  the  extent  of  those  already 
at  his  disposal,  and  what  U  may  be  proper  farther 
to  provide. 

In  the  iostmetlons  of  the  Seeretarrof  the  Treas- 
ury to  the  collectors  in  South  Carolma,  the  prori- 
nons  and  regulations  made  by  the  act  of  1799,  and 
also  the  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  for  their 
enforcement,  are  particularly  detailed  and  explwined. 
It  ma^  be  well  apprehended,  bowerer,  that  these 
provisiona  may  prove  inadequate  to  meet  such  an 
open,  poweifiU,  oigsnized  opponUon,  as  is  to  be 
commenced  after  the  Ist  of  February  next. 

Subsequentiy  to  the  date  of  these  instructions, 
and  to  the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  infonnaUon 
has  been  received,  from  sources  entitled  to  be  relied 
on,  that,  owing  to  the  popular  excitement  in  the 
State,  and  the  effect  of  the  oriUnance  decUring  the 
execution  of  the  revenue  laws  unlawful,  a  sufficient 
number  of  pwaons,  In  whom  confidence  n^ht  be 
traced,  oouul  not  be  faiduced  to  accept  the  office  of 
inspector,  to  oppose  with  any  probability  of  success, 
the  force  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  used  when  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  remove  veesels  and  their  cargoes 
from  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  the  customs ; 
and,  indeed,  that  it  would  be  impracticable  for  the 
Cf^toetor,  with  the  idd  of  any  number  of  inspectors 
whom  be  may  be  aothorised  to  employ,  to  preserve 
the  ctutody  against  such  an  attempt. 

The  removal  of  the  castom-house  from  Charles- 
ton to  Castle  Cockney  was  deemed  a  measure  of 
necessary  precaution ;  and  though  the  authority  to 

E've  that  direction  Is  not  questioned,  it  is  neverthe-* 
M  spparent  that  a  shnuar  preeantion  oaanot  be 
obserred  in  r^;ard  to  the  ports  of  Georgetown  and 
Beaufort,  each  of  which,  under  the  pMsent  laws, 
remuDS  a  port  of  entry,  and  exposed  to  the  obetroo* 
tioDs  meditated  in  that  quarter. 
In  cooDdering  the  beat  means  of  avoiding  or  of 

{mvcDting  the  apprehended  obstruction  to  Uie  col- 
ection  of  the  revenue,  and  the  consequences  which 
may  ensue,  it  would  appear  to  be  proper  and  neces- 
sary, to  enable  the  omcers  of  the  customs  to  pre- 
serve the  custody  vesseb  and  thdr  cargoes,  which, 
by  fhe  existing  laws,  they  are  required  to  take, 
until  the  dudes  to  which  they  are  liable  shall  be 
paid  or  secured.  The  mode  by  which  it  is  contem- 
plated to  deprive  them  of  that  custody,  is  the  pro- 
cess of  replevin,  and  that  of  capiat  in  mtkernam^ 
in  tbe  nstore  of  a  distress  from  the  state  tribunals 
orgaidiect  by  the  ordinance. 

Against  the  proceeding  in  the  nature  of  a  dis- 
tress, it  is  not  perceived  that  the  collector  can  in- 
terpose any  resistance  whatever ;  and  agidost  the 
process  of  replevin  authorized  by  tbe  law  of  the 
State,  he,  liaving  no  common  law  power,  can  only 
Appose  such*  inspectors  as  he  Is  by  statute  anthor- 
ixeidi,  sod  may  find  it  prscUcable  to  employ;  and 
these,  from  the  information  already  advertsd  to, 
are  shown  to  be  wholly  inadequate. 

The  respect  which  that  process  deserves  most, 
therefore,  be  conadered. 

If  the  authorities  of  South  Carolina  had  not  ob- 
struoted  the  legitimate  action  of  the  coorta  of  the 


United  States,  or  if  they  had  permitted  the  State 
tribunals  to  admimster  the  law  according  to  their 
oath  under  the  eimstitution,  and  the  reguUtioos  of 
the  laws  of  the  Unioo,  die  Generd  Ooverament 
might  have  bera  content  to  look  to  them  far  mdo- 
talning  the  custody,  and  to  encounter  the  other 
inconveniences  arising  out  of  the  recent  proceed- 
ings. Even  in  that  case,  however,  the  process  of 
replevin  from  the  courts  of  the  State  would  be 
irregular  and  unauthorised.  It  has  been  deeided 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  that  tiw 
conrts  of  the  United  States  have  ezchirive  Joiisdio- 
tion  of  aU  seizures  made  on  land  or  water  for  a 
breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  any 
intervention  of  a  State  authority,  which,  by  taking 
the  thing  sdzed  out  of  the  bands  of  the  United 
States  officer,  might  obstruct  the  exercise  of  tUs 
jorisdiction,  Is  unlawful ;  that,  la  such  case,  the 
court  of  tbe  United  States  ha^ng  cognizance  of 
the  seizure,  may  enforce  a  re-dellvery  of  the  thing 
by  attaclmient  or  other  summaiy  process ;  that  tbe 
question  under  such  a  Kisnre,  whether  a  forfeiture 
has  been  actually  incurred,  bielonga  excludvely  to 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  it  depends  on 
the  final  decree  whether  the  seizure  is  to  tw  deemed 
rightful  or  tortuous ;  and  that  not  until  the  seix- 
ore  be  finally  judged  wrongflil,  and  without  pecih 
able  cause,  by  the  courts  or  the  United  States,  can 
the  psrty  proceed  at  common  law  for  damages  in 
the  State  courts. 

But  by  making  it  "  nnlawM  for  any  of  tiie  consti- 
tuted authorities,  whether  of  the  United  Statesorof 
the  State,  to  enforce  the  laws  for  tbe  pasmieQt  of 
duties,  and  declaring  that  all  jndieial  proceedings 
which  shall  be  herMuter  had  in  afflrmance  of  l£e 
contracts  made  with  purpose  to  secure  the  duties 
imposed  by  the  said  acts,  are,  and  shall  be,  held  ut- 
teriy  null  uid  void,"  she  has,  in  effect,  abrogated  the 
Judicial  tribunals  witiiia  her  limits  in  this  respect — 
has  virtually  denied  the  United  States  access  to  the 
conrts  estabUahed  by  thdr  own  laws,  and  declared 
it  unlawful  for  the  Judges  to  ^Uschane  those  duties 
which  they  are  sworn  to  perform.  In  lieu  of  these, 
she  has  substituted  those  State  tribunals  already  ad- 
verted to,  the  judges  whereof  are  not  merely  for- 
bidden to  allow  an  appeal,  or  permit  a  copy  of  their 
record,  but  are  previously  sworn  to  disregard  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  and  enforce  those  only  of  South 
Carolina ;  and  thus  deprived  of  tbe  function  essen- 
tial  to  the  Judidal  character,  of  inqniring  into  the 
validity  of  the  law,  and  the  ri^t  of  the  matter, 
become  merely  ministerial  instmmente  in  aid  of  the 
concerted  obstruction  of  the  laws  of  the  Union. 

Neither  the  process  nor  authority  of  these  tri- 
bunals, thus  constituted,  can  be  respected,  consist- 
entiy  with  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  or  the  rights 
and  security  of  the  dtisen.  If  tfaeybesobmlttedto, 
the  protection  due  from  As  GoTcmment  to  its 
officers  and  dtizens  Is  wMihdd,  snd  there  is^  at 
once,  an  end,  not  oidy  to  the  laws,  bat  to  Uie  UnlMi 
itself. 

Against  such  a  force  as  the  sheriff  may,  and 
which,  by  tbe  rei^evin  law  of  South  Carolins,  it  Is 
his  duty  to  exercise,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  a 
collector  can  retain  his  custody  irith  tfie  aid  of  the 
inspectors.  In  such  case,  it  is  true,  it  would  be  com- 
petent to  institute  suits  in  the  United  States  courts 
against  those  engaged  in  the  unlawful  proceeding : 
or  the  property  might  be  seized  for  a  vioUtion  of 
the  revenne  laws,  and,  being  libelled  in  the  proper 
courts,  an  order  ndght  be  made  fbr  Its  redwvery, 
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vhich  would  be  committed  to  the  nursbil  for  exe- 
cution. But,  io  that  case,  the  fourth  section  of  the 
act,  in  broad  and  unqualified  terms,  makes  it  the 
daty  of  the  aheriff  "to  prevent  sucb  recapture  or 
aeixure,  or  to  redelirer  the  goods,  aa  the  case  may 
be,"  "even  under  any  process,  order  or  decrees,  or 
otlier  pretext,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  ordinance  aforesaid."  It  ia  thus  nude 
tbe  duty  of  tbe  sheriff  to  oppose  tbe  process  of  the 
courts  of  tbe  United  States ;  and,  for  that  pur- 
pose, if  need  be,  to  employ  the  vfada  power  of  the 
county;  and  the  act  expressly  reserves  to  blm  all 
power  which,  independently  of  its  provirions,  he 
could  bave  used.  In  this  reservation,  It  obviously 
contemplates  a  resort  to  other  means  than  those 
particularty  mentioned. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  the  power  which  it 
ia  thue  enjoined  upon  tbe  sberilT  to  employ,  is  noth- 
ing less  than  tbe  poue  eomUattu,  hi  all  tbe  ri^r  of 
tbe  ancient  common  law.  This  power,  though  it  may 
be  used  against  unlawful  renstance  to  judicial  pro- 
cess, is,  in  its  character,  forcible,  and  analogous  to 
tbat  conferred  upon  the  marshals  bytheactof  1795. 
It  is,  in  fact,  the  embodying  of  the  whole  mass  of  tbe 
popuUtion,  under  tbe  command  of  a  single  indi- 
Ttdual,  to  accomplish,  by  their  forcible  aid,  what 
could  not  be  effected  peaceably,  aad  by  tbe  ordi- 
nary means.  It  may  properly  be  tUd  to  be  tbe 
relict  of  those  ages  in  which  the  laws  could  be  de- 
ftoded  rather  by  physical  than  moral  force,  and,  in 
its  origin,  was  conferred  upon  the  sberifls  of  Eug- 
lud  to  enable  them  to  defend  their  country  against 
any  of  the  King's  enemies  when  tbey  came  into  tbe 
land,  as  well  aa  for  tbe  porpoae  of  exeonUng  pro- 
oess.  In  earlyand  less  eivillxed  times,  it  was  in- 
tended to  fnclade  "  tbe  aid  and  attendance  of  all 
kalghta  and  others  who  were  bound  to  have  har- 
ness." In  includes  Uie.  right  of  going  with  arms 
and  military  equipment,  and  embraces  Urger  classes 
and  neater  masses  of  population  than  can  be  com* 
pelled  by  the  laws  (tf  most  of  tbe  States  to  perform 
mlUtia  duty.  If  the  prindptes  of  the  common  law 
are  recogoired  in  South  Carolina,  (and  from  this 
act  it  would  seem  they  are,)  the  power  of  summon- 
ing the  pon*  eomUatut  will  compel,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  fine  and  imprisonment,  every  man  over  tbe 
age  of  fifteen,  and  able  to  travel,  to  turn  out,  at 
tbe  call  of  the  sheriff,  and  with  such  weapons  as 
may  be  necessary ;  and  it  may  Justify  beating,  and 
even  killing,  such  as  may  resist.  !nie  use  m  tbe 
sosM  «0M«fiifiw  ii,  therefore,  a  direct  application  of 
force,  and  cannot  be  otherwbe  regarded  than  as  tbe 
employment  of  tbe  whole  militia  force  of  the  oountry, 
and  in  an  equally  efficient  form  under  a  different 
name.  No  proceeding  which  resorts  to  this  power, 
to  the  extent  coatem;^ted  by  the  act,  can  be  prop* 
•riydenondnated  peaceable. 

Tbe  aot  of  South  Carolina,  however,  does  not 
rely  altogether  uptm  this  formidable  remedy.  For 
even  attempting  to  resist  or  obey — though  by  tbe 
aid  (mly  of  the  ordinary  officers  of  tbe  customs — tbe 
process  of  replevin,  tbe  collector  and  all  concerned 
are  subjected  to  a  further  proceeding,  in  tbe  nature 
of  a  distress  of  their  personal  efltets;  and  are,  more- 
over, made  guOty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to 
be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  leas  than  one  thousand, 
nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  and  to  impris- 
onment not  exceeding  two  years,  and  not  less  than 
^  months;  and  for  even  attemi^ing  to  execute  tbe 
order  of  the  court  for  retoking  the  property,  the 
■lanhal,  and  dl  asdstlDf  would  be  guilty  of  a  iiiift> 


demeanor,  and  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  tbon  three 
thousand  dollars,  nor  more  than  ten  thousand,  end 
to  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  yeata,  nor  lea 
than  one ;  and,  in  case  tbe  gooda  abonld  be  retaken 
under  such  process,  it  is  made  the  nbacdate  duty  of 
tbe  sheriff  to  retake  them. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  in  the  face  of  these 
penalties,  aided  by  the  powerful  force  of  tbe  comi- 
ty, which  would  doubtless  be  brought  to  sustaia 
the  Sute  officers,  eitbw  that  tbe  collector  would 
retain  the  custody  Id  the  first  instanee,  or  that  the 
marshal  could  summon  Buffltnent  aid  to  retake  tbe 
property,  pursuant  to  the  order  or  other  procen  of 
the  court. 

It  is,  moreover,  obvious  that  in  this  conflict  be- 
tween tbe  powers  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  and  of  tbe  State,  (unlesa  the  hitter  be 
passively  submitted  to,)  the  destruction  to  wldoh 
tbe  property  of  tbe  officers  of  tbe  customs  woald 
be  exposed,  the  commission  of  actual  violence,  sad 
the  loss  of  lives,  would  be  scarcely  avoidable. 

Under  these  drcumstances,  and  the  providons  oi 
tbe  act  of  South  Carolina,  tbe  execution  of  the 
laws  is  rendered  impracticable  even  through  the 
ordinary  judicial  tribunals  of  tbe  United  Statea 
There  would  certainly  bo  fewer  difficulties,  and  lea 
opportunity  of  actual  colMon  between  the  officers 
of  the  Umted  States  and  of  tbe  State,  and  the  col- 
lection of  the  revenue  would  be  more  ellbctnslty 
secured — if  indeed  it  can  be  done  in  any  other  way 
— by  placing  the  custom-house  beyond  tbe  imme- 
diate power  of  the  county. 

For  this  purpose,  it  miibt  be  proper  to  prorida 
tbat  whenever,  by  any  unlawful  combination  or  ob- 
struction In  any  State,  or  In  any  port,  it  should  be- 
come impracticable  ffutbfully  to  collect  the  duties, 
tbe  President  of  the  United  States  should  be  vilbot- 
iaed  to  alter  and  abolish  sucb  of  the  <Ustricta  lod 
ports  of  entry  as  should  be  necessary,  and  to  es- 
'tabUsh  the  custom-bonse  at  some  secure  place  vitb* 
in  some  port  or  harbor  of  such  State;  and,  »> 
such  cases,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  tbe  c<ulector  to 
rende  at  sucb  place,  and  to  detain  all  vessels  snd 
cargoes  until  the  duties  imposed  by  law  should  be 
properly  secured  or  paid  in  cash,  deducting  interest ; 
that,  in  such  cases,  It  should  be  unlawfiu  to  ttlce 
the  vessel  and  cargo  ttom  tbe  custody  of  the  V^P^ 
officer  of  the  customs,  unless  by  i»ocess  from  the 
ordinary  judicial  tribunals  of  the  United  SUMi 
and  th^  In  case  of  an  attempt  otherwise  to  toie 
tbe  proper^  by  a  force  too  great  to  be  o^*^^ 
by  the  officers  of  the  customs.  It  should  be 
to  protect  the  possesion  of  tbe  officers  by  the 
ployment  of  tbe  land  and  naval  forces,  and  milit»i 
under  provisions  similar  to  those  authorised  by  ue 
1 1th  section  of  the  act  of  the  9tb  of  January,  1 W9* 

TUa  provision,  however,  woald  not  shield  the 
officers  and  dtizois  of  the  United  States,  act>^ 
under  the  laws,  from  suits  and  prosecutiouN  in 
tribunals  of  tbe  State,  which  might  thereafter  M 
brought  against  them ;  nor  would  it  protect  their 
property  from  the  proceeding  by  distress ; 
may  well  be  apprehended  tbat  it  would  be  insufflcw» 
to  Insure  a  proper  respect  to  the  ifcocees  mj» 
eooatitotional  tribunals  hi  prosecutions  for  ofiwcei 
against  the  United  States,  and  to  protect  tii« 
thorities  of  the  United  States,  whether  judicial  or 
ministerial,  in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  » 
would,  moreover,  be  inadequate  to  extend  the  pi^ 
tection  due  fVom  the  Government  to  that  p("^°Jj 
the  pec]^  of  South  OaroHnai  agaiost  ovtng* 
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oppreasion  of  ray  kind,  who  majr  manifest  thdr 
attachment,  and  yield  obedience  to  tbe  laws  of  the 

Union. 

It  maj,  therefore,  be  deahible  to  reriev,  with 
aome  modiScationa  better  adapted  to  the  occasion, 
the  6th  Motion  of  the  act  of  tbe  Sd  of  March,  I81S, 
which  expired  on  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  by  the 
limiUtion  of  that  of  the  27th  of  April,  1B16 ;  and 
to  proTide  that,  in  any  case,  where  suit  shall  be 
brought  against  any  indiTidual  in  the  courts  of  the 
State,  for  any  act  done  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  he  should  be  authorized  to  remove  the  said 
cause,  by  petition,  into  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  without  any  copy  of  the  record,  and  that  tbe 
courts  should  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the 
same  as  if  it  had  been  originally  instituted  therein. 
And  that  in  all  casea  of  injuries  to  tbe  persons  or 
property  of  indiriduats  for  disobedience  to  the  or-  ' 
dinance,  and  lawa  of  South  Carolina  in  pursuance 
thereof,  redress  may  be  sought  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States.  It  may  be  expedient,  also,  by  mod- 
ifying the  resolution  of  the  8d  of  March,  179i,  to 
authorize  tbe  marshals  to  make  the  necessary  pro- 
Ti^on  for  the  safe  keeping  of  prisoners  committed 
nnder  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

ProrisioDs  less  than  these,  consistine,  as  they  do, 
for  the  most  part,  rather  of  a  revival  of  tbe  policy  of 
fioriner  acts  called  for  by  the  existing  emergency, 
tban  of  the  tntrodnction  of  any  unusual  or  rigorous 
enactments,  would  not  cause  the  laws  of  tbe  Uhion 
to  be  property  respected  or  enforced.  It  is  believed 
these  would  prove  inadequate,  unless  the  military 
forces  of  the  State  of  SouUi  Carolina,  authorized  by 
the  Ute  act  of  tbe  Le^ature,  should  be  actually 
embodied  and  called  out  in  ud  of  thejr  proceedings, 
and  of  the  provhdoDS  of  the  ordinabce  generally. 
Even  in  Aat  ease,  however,  it  is  believed  that  no 
more  will  be  necessary  than  a  few  modifications  of 
its  terms,  to  adapt  the  act  of  1796  to  tbe  present 
emerigeQcy,  as,  by  that  act,  the  provisions  of  the< 
law  of  1 793  were  aocommodated  to  the  crisis  then  ex- 
isting ;  and  by  conferrii^  authority  upon  tbe  Pres- 
idsni  to  pre  it  operation  dnring  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  wiUiont  tbe  ceremony  of  a  proclamation, 
whenever  it  shall  be  ofBdally  made  known  to  him 
bv  the  authority  of  any  Bute,  or  by  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  that,  within  the  limits  of  sneh 
State,  the  laW  of  the  United  States  will  be  openly 
oiqioBed,  and  Uwir  execution  obstructed,  by  the 
actual  emidoyment  of  military  forced  or  by  any  unlaw* 
fnl  means  whatsoerer,  too  great  to  be  otherwise 
orereome. 

In  closing  this  eommonication,  I  shoold  do  injus- 
tice to  my  own  feelings  not  to  express  my  confident 
reliance  upon  the  dispoation  of  each  department  of 
the  Government  to  perform  Its  dnty,  and  to  co- 
operate in  all  measures  neoenary  in  tbe  present 
emergency. 

The  orisis  undoubtedly  Invokes  the  fidelity  of  the 
patriot  and  the  sagadty  of  the  sutesman,  not  more 
u  removing  such  parUon  of  tbe  public  burden  as 
may  be  necessary,  than  in  preserving  the  good 
order  of  sodety,  and  in  tbe  maintenanoe  of  well- 
regulated  liberty. 

While  a  forbMriog  8[drit  may,  and  I  trust  will,  be 
esendsed  towards  the  errors  of  onr  brethren  u  ■ 
partloular  quarter,  duty  to  tbe  rest  (tf  the  Union  de* 
mands  that  open  and  orgaidzed  resistance  to  the 
laws  should  not  be  exeotited  with  impunity. 

Tbe  rich  inberitanse  bequeathed  by  our  fotheti 
hu  dvrolTed  i^on  in  the  laered  obligation  of  pre- 
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serving  !t  by  tbe  same  virttrea  which  conducted 
them  through  tbe  eventful  scenes  of  the  revolution, 
and  ultimately  crowned  tiieir  struwles  vritii  the 
noblest  model  of  dT0  instttatiODS.  Iliey  bequewA- 
ed  to  nsa  Government  of  laws,  and  a  federal  Union 
founded  upon  the  great  principle  of  popular  rep> 
resentation.  After  a  successful  experiment  of  forty 
four  years,  at  a  moment  when  the  Government  and 
the  Union  are  tbe  objects  of  the  hopes  of  the  friends 
of  civil  liberty  throughout  tbe  world,  and  in  the 
midst  of  public  and  individual  prosperity  unexamined 
in  history,  we  are  called  to  decide  whether  these 
laws  possess  any  force,  and  that  Union  the  means 
of  self-preservation.  The  dedMon  of  this  question' 
by  an  enUghtened  and  patriotic  peopio  cannot  be' 
doubtful  For  myself,  fellow-citizens,  devoirily  re-' 
lying  upon  that  kind  Providence  which  has  hitbcrto 
watched  over  our  destinies,  and  actuated  by  a  pro- 
found reverence  for  those  institutions  I  have  so 
much  eanse  to  love,  and  for  the  American  people, 
whose  partiality  honored  me  with  their  highest 
trust,  I  have  determined  to  spare  no  efibrt  to  di». 
charge  the  daty  wluch,  in  this  conjoncture,  is  devolv- 
ed upon  me.  That  a  simiUr  spirit  will  actuate  the 
representatives  of  the  American  people,  is  not  to  be 
questioned ;  and  I  ferventiy  pray  that  the  Great 
Ruler  of  nations  may  so  gnide  your  deliberations^' 
and  our  joint  measures,  as  that  they  may  prove 
salutary  examples,  not  only  to  the  present,  but  to' 
fhture  times and  soleomly  prod^m  that  the  con- 
stitution and  the  laws  are  sapreme,  and  the  Union 
indisa(duble. 

A3SDBSW  JACKSON. 
WisHixoToir,  JiMwny,  1888. 


TmsDAT,  January  22. 

P0wniif^  €fewr7immt — Mr.  CalhounUSetih 
btHotu. 

Hr.  OALEomr  ni1»nitted  thefoUowiiigiw^a^ 
tiona: 

"  Jtuolved,  That  the  people  of  tbe  Mveral  Statee 
composine  these  United  States  are  united  as  jiartiei 
to  a  constitutional  compact,  to  which  tiie  people  cS 
each  State  acceded  as  a  separate  sovereign  commu- 
nity, each  binding  itself  by  its  own  particular  ratifi- 
cation ;  and  that  the  Union,  of  which  the  said  com- 
pact is  the  bond,  is  a  union  between  the  States 
ratifying  the  same. 

"Reiiotved,  That  the  people  of  the  several  States, 
thus  united  by  the  constitutional  compact,  in  form- 
ing that  instrument,  and  in  creating  a  General  Got- 
ernment  to  carry  into  efi'ect  the  objects  for  which 
they  were  formed,  delegated  to  that  Government  for 
that  purpose,  certain  definite  powers,  to  be  exercised 
jointly,  reserroig  at  tbe  same  time,  each  State  ts 
itself,  the  reridnary  mass  of  powers,  to  be  exercised 
by  its  own  separate  QorenuneDt ;  and  that  when- 
ever the  General  Government  assumes  the  exercise 
of  powers  not  delegated  by  the  compact,  its  acts 
are  unauthorized,  and  are  of  no  effect ;  and  that 
the  same  Government  is  not  made  the  final  judge 
of  the  powers  delegated  to  it,  suce  that  wotdd 
make  its  ^saretim,  and  not  tbe  constitution,  tiie 
measure  of  its  powers;  but  that,  as  in  all  othM 
cases  of  compact  among  sovereign  parties,  wttfaoot 
any  common  Judge,  each  has  an  equal  right  to  jndge 
fbr  itseU;  as  well  of  tbe  tnfraotton  as  of  the  mode 
ud  measure  of  redress. 
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"  Rtaolved,  That  the  asaertionfl  thM  the  people  of 
these  United  SutM,  takm  wdteoUrelr  u  In^rid' 
itale,  are  noT,  or  ever  bare  been,  aoited  oa  the 
prindpte  of  the  social  compact,  and  aa  such  are  now 
ibrmed  iirto  one  nation  or  people,  or  that  the;  hare 
ever  been  so  united  in  any  one  stage  of  their  po- 
litical existence ;  that  the  people  of  the  aeTeral 
States  composing  the  Union  have  not,  as  nemben 
thereof,  retained  their  sovereign^ ;  uiat  the  alle- 
nance  of  their  dozens  have  been  transferred  to  the 
General  Government ;  that  they  have  parted  with 
the  right  of  punishing  treason  through  their  re- 
spective State  Governments;  and  that  they  have 
not  the  right  of  Jndgii^  in  the  last  resort  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  powers  reserved,  and,  of  consequence, 
of  those  delegated;  are  not  only  without  foundation 
in  truth,  but  are  contrary  to  the  most  certain  and 
plaia  historical  facta,  and  iho  dearest  deductions 
of  reason;  and  all  sxerdse  <^poirer  on  the  part  Of 
the  Oenend  Government,  oranyof  its  departments, 
claiming  authority  from  so  erroneous  assompUons, 
must  of  necessity  be  unconstKntional,  must  tend  di- 
rectly and  inevitably  to  subvert  the  sovereignty  of 
the  States,  to  destroy  the  federal  character  of  the 
VnioQ,  and  to  rear  on  Its  ndns  a  consolidated  Oot- 
emineat,  wltfaoot  constitutional  check  or  Umlta-- 
tloo,  and  which  most  necessarily  terminate  in  the 
loss  of  liberty  itaeUl** 

The  reK^ntiau  ware  ordtted  to  be  printed. 


WsDimDAT,  JannazT  28. 

J^wera  ^tfttf  QowmtMnt — Mr.  Onmdif'iSm- 
^  httioru. 

Hr.  Gbosdt  moved  the  followiog  as  a  gubsfi- 
tote  for  the  (»igiQal  [Mr.  Calhoun's]  resolations. 

**BMolved,  That,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  certain  powers  are  delegated  to  the  General 
Qovemment,  and  those  not  delegated  nor  prohibit- 
ed to  the  States  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respec- 
tivdy,  or  to  the  people. 

"  S.  Jktohedf  TluA  one  of  the  powers  expressly 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  General  GoTero- 
ment,  and  prohibited  to  the  States,  is  that  of  la^g 
duties  on  imports. 

"  S.  Ruolved,  That  the  power  to  lay  imposts  is 
by  the  eoDstitution  wholly  transferred  from  the  State 
•iitbotittesto  theGenenu  Government,  without  any 
resemtion  of  power  or  right  on  the  part  of  the 
State. 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  the  tariff  laws  of  1828  and 
1882  are  exerciaes  of  the  constitutional  power  pos- 
sessed by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  what- 
CTer  various  opinions  may  exist  as  to  their  policy 
and  Justice. 

**  6.  Xetotted^  That  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  a 
State  to  annd  an  actof  Congress  passed  npon  any 
■atgect  exducnvdy  confided  by  the  constitution  to 
Congress,  Is  an  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the 
General  Government. 

"  6.  JRuolved,  That  attempts  to  obstruct  or  pre- 
Tent  the  execution  of  the  several  acta  of  Congress  Im- 
posing duties  on  imports,  whether  by  ordinances  of 
conventioQS  or  legislative  enactments,  are  not  war- 
ranted by  the  e<»stituttoD,  and  are  duigerons  to 
the  pt^tkel  lutitutloBi  of  the  emmtty.' 
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Thubsdat,  Janoaiy  24. 
PulUo  Land* — INsfra&utton. 
The  Senate  again  proceeded  to  the  conridera- 
tion  of  the  bill  to  appropriate,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands,  &c 
Mr.  Benton  rose  in  oppoation  to  the  InlL 
Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  primary  conception  of  this 
bill— its  ^stributive  principle — ia  nnoonstitn- 
ttonal ;  its  speoifio  enaotments,  and  selection 
objects  for  the  application  of  the  distriba^on, 
are  so  many  separate,  distinct,  and  acoumnlalea 
instances  of  constitutional  violation.  The  ft*- 
snmption  of  State  debts  was  a  nevr  and  porten- 
tous attack  npon  the  sanctity  of  that  iDstra- 
ment ;  the  more  daogeroas,  because  it  carried 
a  emrrupt  temptation  altmg  with  it.  States  in 
debt  oonld  only  oonsolt  their  neoesmtieB,  not 
the  GonsUtotloa,  when  the  means  of  paying 
their  debts  were  exhibited  to  than  from  ttie 
federal  treasury.  The  praotioe  once  begun,  it 
would  be  immaterial  for  what  purpose  the  debt 
was  created.  The  present  assumption  is  for  i 
class  of  debts  which  the  wildest  latitudinarisn 
never  pretended  could  come  under  tiie  federal 
ezpenditnre.  It  is  internal  improvement,  not 
national,  bat  local,  to  the  State  in  which  they 
were  made ;  such  aa  a  State  legislatare  directs 
for  the  benefit  of  counties,  parishes,  and  sec- 
tional divisioDS  of  its  territory.  The  qtpropria^ 
ticm  for  general  education  was  a  new  att^pt 
to  violate  the  eonstitution  at  a  point  at  which 
it  had  bem  anooesBfully  defended  for  foi^ 
years.  The  applioatimi  of  tlie  federal  tarn 
for  the  support  of  a  free  negro  colony  on  tbe 
coast  of  Africa  was  now  for  the  first  time  serions- 
ly  attempted.  It  implied  the  right  of  Congres 
to  apply  those  fnndii  in  the  emancipatiott  of 
slaves ;  for  the  right  to  remove,  and  proride 
for  the  free  blacks,  could  only  be  appurtenant 
to  the  right  to  make  them  free.  It  implied  the 
right  to  stretch  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  over  the  continent  erf  AMoa;  to  nak" 
it  cover  two  continents,  and  two  disCinot  raoes 
of  people ;  to  make  it  what  the  enchanted  teat 
was  1q  the  Arabian  Nights— a  thiEig  so  nam 
that  it  might  be  held  in  the  palm  of  the  haa^ 
and  yet  so  expaoMble  that  it  might  be  atr^«" 
over  the  court  and  army  of  the  Great  Mog^ 

Pasung  from  these  oonatitiitional  otjeotioo^ 
which  he  barely  enumerated,  Mr.  B.  went  on 
to  dilate  upon  those  which  applied  to  its  policy 
and  expediency.  At  the  huid  of  this  lUt  be 
placed  the  peculiar  diaracter,  or  composition,  of 
the  bill  itself.  It  was  a  compound  of  iog>^ 
dienta,  containing  something  to  suit  every 
palate.  Lands  and  money,  roads  and  oanil^ 
free  schools  and  high  schools,  relief  to  debtcff>i 
emancipation  and  colonization  of  elaves  I 
was  the  cargo  with  which  it  was  freighted! 
It  came  into  the  Senate  chamber,  with 
in  every  clause,  to  pay  its  way  through,  as  JM 
souls  of  the  damned  arrived  on  the  lianks  of  uw 
river  Styx,  with  money  in  hand  to  pay  ^^^^ 
passage  into  heU.  The  surly  Charon  never  i*- 
a  aoul  that  had  the  money;  inthiflp<»i" 
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assembly,  so  munificent  a  bill  cannot  be  turned 
out  of  doors.  Gentlemen  might  turn  tfaem- 
selvos  out  of  doors  if  they  did.  A  hue  and  cry 
might  be  nused  against  them  if  they  deprived 
their  constituents  of  such  large  douemrt.  It 
was  easy  to  see  hov  such  a  bill  must  operate 
upon  the  imagination  of  members;  seduction 
on  one  hand,  terrw  on  the  other  To  accept 
tbe  allotted  porU<w  might  be  to  pieroe  the  eon- 
•titntion,  lUce  the  robe  of  Gaasar,  with  the  stabs 
of  twenty  daggers;  to  rtgect  it,  might  be  to 
jeopard  the  ooenpation  of  these  curnle  chairs, 
su  dear  to  tbe  possessors,  and  so  hardly  regain- 
ed when  one  time  lost.  It  was  wrong  to  put 
members  to  choose  between  snch  alernatives. 
It  was  tegiiilative  duress.  Morality  condemned 
it ;  purity  recoiled  from  it;  BenatcHial  dignity 
ahoutd  repel  it. 

Mr.  B.  next  proceeded  to  lay  open  the  true 
character  of  the  bill,  which,  he  said,  had  been 
smuggled  into  the  Senate  under  a  &lse  name, 
and  covered  with  a  veil — a  veil  too  thin  to 
hide  ita  voollj  head  and  iron  heart.  It  was  a 
tariff  hilll  calonlated  to  keep  up  the  scale  of 
high  duties,  and  to  inflame  Uie  disemitents  of 
the  country.  Its  huh  tariff  character  was 
proved  by  its  origin,  for  it  emanated  from  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures ;  it  was  proved  by 
its  snppjorters,  for  every  high  tariff  Senator  was 
for  it ;  it  was  proved  by  its  effects,  for  its  pas- 
sage would  put  an  end  to  the  bill  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  duties.  Fu*  and  wide,  in  Ooogress  and 
out  of  Congress,  it  is  hailed  as  a  high  tariff 
measure,  as  a  part  the  American  system  I  and 
to  be  defended  and  supported  by  all  the  advo- 
cates of  that  system.  AU  the  high  tariff  States 
are  fbr  it.  Their  l^islatnrea  have  adopted  it. 
Their  meraoHals  to  Congress  enfuroe  and  de- 
mand it. 

Mr.  B.  next  objected  to  the  distribntton  itself, 
aa  a  &llacy,  an  illusion,  and  a  deception.  It 
was  to  divide  out  certain  parcels  of  money  with 
one  hand,  and  to  gather  back  still  larger  parcels 
with  the  other.  Fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  wefe  to  be  digtribnted  to  a  State  from 
the  land  fund,  and  twice  or  thrice  that  amount 
to  be  taken  from  that  same  State  in  taxes  upon 
salt,  iron,  blankets,  flannela,  cotton,  and  woollens, 
and  all  the  comforts  and  necessaries  of  life.  Two 
millions  were  to  be  distributed  from  the  land 
fxaoAy  and  three  millions,  by  the  admission  of 
the  nidi  turiff  par^,  to  beretwned  in  its  place, 
in  daties  npon  imports.  A  retention  of  three 
milUona  of  duties  is  admitted,  but  everybody 
knows  that  a  pretext  will  be  found  in  tliis  re- 
tention to  keep  up  the  whole  snt^lns  revenue. 
To  the  high  tariff  States,  theu,  tliis  distribution 
is  a  doolue  bounty ;  first,  in  giving  them  the 
proceeds  of.the  lands ;  and,  secondly,  in  giving 
them  ^  or  eight  millions  of  additional  bounties 
in  mannfaotures.  To  the  anti-tariff  States  it  is 
delusive  but — insi^ous  cheat — to  beguile  them 
with  farthings  while  plundering  them  of  pounds. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  npon  the  preliminary  distri- 
bution of  12i  per  cent  to  the  new  Statea,  as 
a  falsification  A  the  whole  argnment  on  which 
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tlie  hill  rested.  That  argument  was,  that  tbe 
lands  belonged  to  all  the  States ;  that  all  were 
equally  interested  in  them;  that  this  was  a 
broad-bottomed,  equal,  comprehensive,  nuiver- 
sal  system  of  exact  justice  to  every  one,  in  op- 
position to  partial  and  interested  legislation  m 
favor  of  a  few ;  uid  immense  credit  was  arro- 
gated to  themselves,  by  the  anthors  of  the  biU, 
for  the  impartiality  of  their  conduct  in  tfaia 
heroical  vin^icatim  universal  rights.  This 
was  the  argumeat;  and  what  is  the  fnctt 
Why,  a  preliminary  distribution  of  12^  per  cen- 
tum to  a  few  Stat(»,  and  then  an  equal  diotribn- 
tion  of  the  remainder,  making,  as  these  very 
champions  of  exact  and  universal  jnstice  them- 
selves declared  on  this  floor,  a  division  of  one- 
third  of  the  whole  amount  to  the  seven  new 
States  I  Thus  the  argument  is  falsified ;  and 
from  under  this  falsification  the  tmtb  peeps  out, 
that  this  preliminary  distribution  is  a  bribe  to  the 
new  States  to  induce  them  to  take  the  bill— a 
bribe  with  their  own  money,  to  induce  them  to 
anbnut  to  the  pillage  and  devastadon  of  the 
hieh  tariff  States  t 

Mr.  B.  denounced  the  bill  aa  nsfUr,  partial, 
and  nqjust,  in  several  particulars.  First,  in 
not  admitting  Geot^a  and  Virginia,  the  two 
great  donors  of  land  to  the  F^erai  Govwn- 
ment,  to  the  preliminary  divifflon  of  13^  per 
cent  on  the  sales  made  <^  the  lands  which  they 
had  bestowed  npon  the  Federal  Government. 
Secondly,  in  admitting  Maine,  Massachunetts, 
and  Connecticut  to  come  in  for  an  equal  share 
with  other  States,  without  accounting  for  the 
proceeds  of  the  lands  which  they  had  retained, 
and  were  now  selling  for  their  own  benefit — 
lands  from  which  Mune  and  Massachusetts 
were  now  deriving  at  the  rate  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  per  annnm ;  and  the  Vestem 
Reserve  in  Ohio,  from  which  Oonneetjcnt 
created  her  school  fkmd  of  near  two  millions  of 
dollars.  Thirdly,  in  putting  all  the  States  upon 
an  equality  with  respect  to  internal  improve- 
menL  when  it  was  well  known  that  a  few  fa- 
vored States  had  received  millions  for  that  ob- 
ject, and  others  nothing ;  and  when  the  plainest 
principles  of  justice  required  the  deficiency  to 
be  made  up  to  the  neglected  States  before  the 
general  distribution  should  commence.  This 
bill,  so  far  from  making  np  tbe  deficiencies,  in 
fact,  goes  on  to  increase  the  iiwqnality,  ^t- 
tng  ue  most  to  those  which  have  had  most ; 
stufiing  and  cramming  the  States  which  have 
been  gorged,  and  drlbhlhig  onunbs  to  those 
which  have  been  famished. 

Mr.  B,  condemned  the  rule  of  distribution— 
that  of  popnlatioD — as  false  and  unjust  in  ita 
application  to  a  system  of  fntornal  improve- 
ment. The  extent  of  the  roods  and  canals,  and 
not  the  number  of  people  in  the  State,  was  the 
true  rule  of  distribution  in  such  a  case.  A 
large  State  would  reqmre  long  roads,  ^though 
it  might  have  bat  a  thin  population  -,  a  small 
State  would  require  bnt  a  short  road,  be  its 
populati(Hi  ever  so  great.  Population  ho  ad- 
mitted to  be  the  true  role  of  wtrihution  whm 
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money  was  to  be  divided  for  indiTidual  bene6t, 
and  each  person  was  to  b&ve  his  own  share  for 
his  own  parposes ;  bat  in  the  case  of  roads  and 
oaoals,  the  number  of  people  was  not  only  not 
the  true  rale,  but  was  the  reverse  oS  the  tone 
one ;  for  dense  popalation  implied  s  rich  level 
conntry,  where  aitifiolal  roads  were  least  want- 
ed, and  easiest  made ;  thin  population,  a  poor, 
monntainons  country,  .where  such  rouds  are 
most  wanted,  and  least  means  for  inaUng  them. 
Again ;  roads  and  canals  will  last  forerer ;  they 
are  not  limited  in-  their  use  to  people  of  this 
day ;  they  are  for  distant  ages  and  remote 
posterity.  If  we  looked  to  popalation  at  all,  it 
should  be  to  the  future,  and  not  to  the  present ; 
it  should  be  to  the  States  as  they  would  be 
when  their  limits  were  fall.  This  would  ^ve 
the  size  of  the  State  as  the  rule  of  distoibation, 
and  would  snbstitnte  territorial  extent  for  pop- 
ulation—a rule  which  would  work  peonluvly 
right  in  this  case,  because  it  would  g^ve  most 
to  the  States  which  had  the  best  right  to  receive 
most,-  and  the  greatest  need  for  it,  namely,  Vir- 
ginia and  Geot^a,  which  gave  five  of  Uie  new 
Bttttes  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  to  the 
new  States  themselves,  which  would  be  bo 
craellj  exhausted  to  raise  the  money  for  the 
rest. 

Mr.  B.  argued  against  the  sufficiency  of  the 
twelve  and  a  half  per  ceut  allowed  to  the  new 
States.  It  was  an  allowance  for  the  damage 
they  were  about  to  suffer  from  the  operation  of 
Hm  bill,  and  was  a  most  inadequate  and  inauffl- 
tasat  compensation  even  for  the  pecuniary 
damage  they  would  suffer.  Counting  the  pe- 
cuniary damage  alone,  it  would  require  fifty 
per  cent,  to  make  it  good.  There  was  fifty  per 
cent.,  in  a  moneyed  point  of  view,  between  the 
bill  and  the  amendment  which  was  proposed 
to  it;  which  amendment  passed  tiie  8«nate 
three  years  ago,  and  would  pass  Congress  at 
this  time  without  the  least  difficulty,  haA  it  not 
been  for  this  bill.  The  bill  keeps  up  the  price 
of  the  land  to  one  dollar  and  twenty-fire  cents; 
the  amendment  reduces  the  price  to  one  dollar 
per  acre  to  general  purchasers,  and  fifty  cents 
per  acre  to  actual  settlers.  Now,  observe  the 
praotioal  operation  of  the  two  jdana.  By  the 
biU.  a  State  will  receive  twelve  mi  a  half  ^ts 
in  mo  dollw  upon  the  sales  within  her  limits ; 
by  the  bill  ahe  will  save  twenty-five  cents  per 
acre  on  all  the  sales  to  general  purchasers,  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  acre  on  all  the  sales  to 
actual  settlers.  Upon  a  sum  of  $100,000  the 
State  would  receive  tl2,600 ;  under  the  amend- 
ment, she  would  save  about  $50,000.  Mr.  B. 
was  astonished  that  Senators  from  the  new 
States,  who  voted  for  this  bill,  and  without 
whose  votes  it  could  never  pass,  should  make 
aach  bad  bargains  for  tiieir  States.  They  were 
entitled  to  fifty  per  cent.,  and  could  easily  get 
it  if  they  held  back  for  tliat  amount.  The  high 
tariff  party  would  take  the  other  fifty  with 
thanks,  if  they  could  get  no  more.  They  would 
take  what  they  oonld  get,  if  it  was  but  five  per 
cent ;  fiv  it  was  all  ctear  g«Q  to  them.  The/ 


would  take  one  per  cent  before  they  would 
miss  the  chance.  They  wanted  a  finger  in  tia 
pie;  and  that  finger  onoe  in,  they  knew  that 
they  woold  quiokly  have  the  vhole  pie,  diib 
and  all,  and  the  pot  in  which  it  was  cooked. 
is  these  Senators  really  thought  tbey  oould  make 
no  better  bargain,  yet  there  was  one  thing  they 
coold  do ;  they  could  put  off  the  bargain  unt^ 
the  new  States  were  fiuly  represented  under  the 
new  census,  and  when  they  Qonld  have  a  bar 
chance  for  their  own  money. 

But  Mr.  B.  utterly  denied  that  the  damage  to 
the  new  States,  from  the  operation  of  this  bill, 
could  be  estimated  in  money.      They  were  to 
receive  injuries  from  it  of  a  kind  which  no  pe- 
cuniary damages  could  compensate.     M  the 
head  of  these  mischief  stood  the  acknowledged 
fact  that  the  passage  of  the  bill  wonld  put  an 
end  to  all  hope  for  any  reduction  In  the  prios 
of  the  public  land.   Its  bare  introduction  had 
entirely  changed  the  temper  of  Congress,  ud 
converted  many  members,  who  were  the  advo- 
cates of  reduced  prioes  for  yean  past,  into  de- 
cided enemies  oi  that  measure,  and  open  advo- 
cates for  tibe  distribution  system.    8o  far  from 
reduction,  an  increase  of  the  price  was  certain 
and  inevitable.   The  clause  put  into  the  bill  to 
restnun  future  Congresses  from  raising  the  price 
of  the  lands,  was  an  acknowledgment  of  tlie 
danger,  and  a  proof  of  the  futility  of  the  remedy. 
It  was  adding  insolt  to  injury.    It  implied  that 
the  people  of  the  new  States  were  silly  eDongh 
to  believe  that  this  Congress  could  bind  fittare 
Congresses  by  its  laws;  that  this  CoDgress 
could  tie  the  hands  of  its  successors,  and  pre- 
vent them  from  altering  the  price  of  the  public 
lands.  This  cunning  clanse  was  put  in  to  oaliida 
the  Western  people,  and  blind  them  to  th^ 
danger;  but  it  will  have  the  contrary  eftfeot 
It  will  blind  no  man ;  on  the  contrary,  it  viU 
open  his  eyes.   He  will  see  that  there  a  sach 
a  violent  disposition  just  broke  out  to  ruse  the 
price  of  the  lands,  that  Congress,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Qovemment,  found  it 
necessary  to  stipulate  against  it ;  and  he  will 
know  that  the  stipulation  is  void;  that  ioj 
subseqaeut  Congress  may  repeal  any  part  of  the 
act  it  pleases,  and  sulratitute  any  new  enact* 
ment  that  it  thinks  proper.   That  the  price  <« 
the  lands  wonld  be  raised,  was  certain  and  in- 
evitable.  It  might  not  be  done  by  an  act  ot 
Congress,  but  it  wonld  be  done  by  an  act  of  the 
new  lords  and  masters  of  the  WMt,  by  sending 
out  agents  to  bid  at  every  sale,  to  run  up  the 
price  of  every  tract,  to  sue  every  farmer  tnsX 
took  a  stick  or  a  stone  from  public  land,  to  in- 
pound  the  cattle  and  h<^  that  eat  the  pahlio 
grass  and  acorns,  and  to  pursue  the  women  and 
children  who  gather  up  the  rotten  wood.  Tan 
all  this  would  take  place,  Mr.  B.  said,  conld 
well  be  known  from  lookii^  to  the  laws  passed 
by  Maine-  and  Massachusetts  for  selling  gi^ 
and  rotten  timber,  and  prosecuting  trespaaeei* 
on  their  public  lauds.   He  had  once  read  thM0 
acta  in  t^e  Senate,  and  had  lately  seen  in 
newsp^>erB  an  instonoe  of  tlie  rigwous  bobb^ 
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in  which  thej  were  ezeented,  io  the  proaeontioD 
of  a  man  for  two  acome  I  It  oonld  not  be  sup- 
posed that  Massachusetts  and  Mune,  when  tbej 
became  joint  owners  of  the  federal  lands,  would 
be  more  lenient  to  the  remote  settlers  of  the 
'West  than  to  their  own  citizens ;  and  thus  the 

{trice  of  land  might  be  raised  double  as  high  as 
t  was  at  present,  vithoat  the  formality  m  an 
act  of  Congress. 

lb-.  B.  made  an  animated  appeal  to  the  Ben- 
ate  against  the  oorrupting  tendendes  of  the  die- 
lalbutive  system.  He  rapidlj  traced  its  roin- 
ons  effect  upon  the  Koman  elections,  from  the 
small  banning  when  candidates  for  the  con- 
ralship  would  procure  ^^bo^on  of  the  public 
com  to  the  poorer  class  of  voters,  down  to  the 
time  when  the  aspirants  to  the  imperial  diadem 
openly  bid  against  each  other  for  the  support 
of  the  prsetorian  cohorts,  and  promised  each 
soldier  so  many  pounds  of  gold  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury  for  his  vote.  He  warned  the  Senate 
not  to  commence  enoh  a  system  in  tbis  Ameri- 
oa.  Its  inevitable  tendency  was  to  run  into  the 
golf  of  corraption,  and  to  put  np  the  hU;heet 
office  of  the  repnblio  at  auction  sale,  uthe 
Tot«ra  once  condescended  to  receive  distiibn- 
tions,  whether  from  a  public  or  private  fund, 
the  next  step  would  inevitably  be  to  look  out 
for  the  hand  that  coold,  and  would,  distribute 
most.  Private  fortunes,  in  this  country,  could 
not  furnish  the  means  of  lavishing  benefactions 
on  millions  of  voters ;  the  public  fonds  could 
alone  do  it ;  and  he  called  upon  all  connderate 
men  to  say  where  the  practice  would  stop,  if  it 
once  bef^? 

The  bill  being  reported  as  amended,  and  tbe 
amendments  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engroflsedf  and  read  a  third  time. 

Fbidat,  January  26. 
JpPHfft  <ifth6  dfoMmmtnt—Mr.        M.  Olay- 
W«  Biaolution. 
Vr.  GuLTTOir  submitted  tbe  following  resoln- 
tion,  which  was  read,  laid  on  the  Mole,  and 
OTdered  to  be  [tinted : 

RtuAvtAt  That  tbe  pover  to  annul  the  several  acts 

of  Congress  impodng  duties  on  imports,  or  any 
other  law  of  the  United  States,  when  assumed  by  a 
nngle  State,  Is  "  iucomputible  with  the  existence 
of  tbe  Union,  contradicted  expressly  by  tbe  letter 
of  the  constitution,  unauthorized  by  its  spirit,  in- 
consistent with  every  principle  on  which  it  vaa 
founded,  and  deotnictive  of  the  great  object  for 
vhich  it  was  formed;"  that  the  people  of  these 
United  States  are,  for  the  purposes  enumerated  iu 
their  constitution,  one  people  and  a  single  nation, 
baring  delegated  ftill  power  to  their  common  ageuts 
to  preserve  and  defend  tiieir  oatiooal  interests  for 
the  purpose  of  att^ug  (he  great  end  of  allgoTem- 
ment — the  safety  and  oappuieBs  of  the  governed  ; 
that  while  Uie  constitution  does  provide  for  the  in* 
terest  and  safety  of  all  tbe  States,  It  does  not  seenre 
all  the  rights  of  independent  sovereignty  to  any ; 
tliat  the  ^egiance  of  the  people  is  rightifnlly  due, 
as  it  has  been  fredy  jdven,  to  tlw  General  Qovem* 
menti  to  tbe  extent  w  all  tbe  Kverelgn  power  ex- 


\Sxsixm. 

pressly  ceded  to  that  Government  by  the  constitu- 
tion ;  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
is  tbe  proper  and  only  tribUDol  in  the  last  resort  for 
the  decision  of  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising 
nnder  tbe  constitution,  tbe  laws  of  tbe  United  States 
and  treaties  made  under  their  authority ;  that  re- 
sistance to  the  laws,  founded  on  the  inherent  and 
inalienable  right  of  all  men  to  resist  oppreesion,  is 
in  its  nature  revolutionary  andeKtra-constitutional; 
and  that,  entertaining  these  views,  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  while  willing  to  concede  every  thing 
to  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  which  can  be 
yielded  consistently  with  the  honor  and  interest  of 
the  nation,  will  oot  fail,  in  the  foithfol  discharge  of 
its  most  solemn  duty,  to  support  the  Executive  in 
the  just  administration  of  the  Government,  and 
clothe  it  with  all  consUtuUonal  power  necessary  to 
the  faithful  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  jffeserva* 
tion  of  the  Union. 

PvXUb  L(m3*—ColonkaUon. 

The  bill  sppropriating,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
tbe,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  WiLKiifs  stated,  that  last  evening,  when 
some  of  the  amendments  proposed  in  the  public 
lands  bill  were  nnder  cotuideration,  several  of 
the  Senators  were  absent.  He  was  willing  that 
in  reference  to  one  of  these  qnestions,  a  fuller 
expression  of  the  sense  of  the  Senate  should  be 
taken ;  but  he  was  desirous  that  the  motion  he 
was  ahont  to  make  should  not  be  received  as 
indicating  any  change  of  opinion  on  bis  part. 
He  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  last 
evening,  by  which  tbe  Senate  refused  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  colonization  of  free  persons  <^ 
color." 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  point 
of  order,  and  then  on  the  propriety  of  the  mo- 
tion ;  and  the  (question  being  finaUy  taken,  the 
motion  was  decided  l^— yeas  18,  naja  27. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  moved  to  leeommtt  the  bill, 
with  instractions  to  strike  out  the  words  "  col- 
onization of  firee  people  of  color."  In  support 
of  his  motion,  ha  said  many  of  the  managers  of 
the  Colonization  Society  are  well  known  and 
distinguished.  At  their  annual  meeting  there 
had  been  an  evident  wish  manifested  to  turn 
the  attention  of  the  pahlic  to  the  society,  and 
enlist  the  Grovemment  in  its  behalf.  Two  of 
onr  most  distinguished  citizens.  President  Mad- 
ison and  Obief  Justice  Marshall,  had  expressed 
their  views  in  relation  to  tbe  society.  The 
committee  had  suggested  an  appropriation  of 
the  pnblic  lands  to  the  ol^ects  of  the  society ; 
hut  he  also  bad  doohted  the  power  of  Congress 
to  make  it,  and  had  proposed  that  the  constifcir- 
tion  should  he  so  altered  as  to  confer  the  power. 
Mr.  Marshall  was  both  in  fiivor  of  tlie  appro- 
priations, and  deemed  it  now  constitutional. 
But  Mr.  F.  thought  there  was  a  general  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  Congress  that  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  possess  tbe  power.  He  said  the 
object  of  the  bill  was  to  do  indirectly  what 
Congress  felt  it  had  not  the  power  to  do  directly. 
If  the  hiU  pasa,  what  will  follow  ?  The  Colo- 
nizatlm  Society  haa  no  offii^  or  politiod 
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weight  or  importance;  and  what  will  be  the 
coDsaqneoees  of  their  sending  oat  fifteen  hun- 
dred or  two  thousand  colonists  to  the  coast  of 
Afiicat  Everr  one  may  do  aa  he  pleases  witii 
regard  to  it  in  his  indlvidaal  oapaeityf  bat  I  de- 
we  that  it  may  not  he  oonneoted  with  the  Gor- 
emment. 

The  BenatOT  from  Kentncky  thinks  it  will 
perform  wonders.  The  original  object  was  to 
get  rid  of  the  free  people  of  color ;  bat  that  can 
be  done  without  the  aid  of  the  Government. 
Kow,  sir,  there  is  another  project,  and  a  very 
great  one ;  one  that  is  to  command  the  i^provid 
of  all — the  civilization  of  Africa.  It  is  tboa|;ht 
that  this  can  best  be  done  by  means  of  colonies. 
But,  loolc,  sir,  at  Liberia.  Here  I  have  a  m^ 
of  the  territorial  property,  of  the  sovereign 
jariadiction  of  the  Colonization  Society  of  the 
dty  (tf  Washington,  by  the  Bev.  J.  Ashmnn, 
[Here  he  read  some  remarks  frcm  the  on 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  society.]  8ir, 
this  society  goes  beyond  the  European  notion 
of  acquiring  jurisdiction.  European  sovereign- 
ties obtained  it  by  discovery  and  pnrchase ;  the 
Bodety  by  purchase  alone;  and  on  this  sole 
gronnd  of  sovereignty  they  were  actually  ezert- 
uig  their  authority  over  twenty  thousand  peo- 

Sle,  and  expect  soon  to  exert  it  over  one  nun- 
red  and  fifty  thousand — th^inhabitants  of  the 
territory  which  they  hold,  two  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  by  thirty,  over  which  their  Juris- 
^ction  extends.  Wars  have  been  waged,  and 
hlood  has  bew  shed.  In  the  early  time  of  the 
colony  it  was  attacked  the  natives,  and  ^ree 
hundred  were  killed.  The  agent  U  the  society 
has  waged  war ;  faibes  and  towns  have  been 
conquered ;  and  the  spoils  divided  among  the 
victors.  6ir,  in  most  cases  of  this  kind,  a  claim 
would  have  been  made  on  this  Government  for 
damages.  If  the  colony  were  now  attacked 
and  destroyed  by  the  resentment  which  it  has 
provoked,  no  oonstltational  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment oould  hinder  its  destmetion.  Bat  if 
this  bill  pass,  the  Govemm^t  wUl  be  involved 
in  its  defence.  Europe  will  not  allow  a  colony 
in  Africa  thos  to  grow  up  and  extend,  immo- 
lested,  while  under  so  feeble  prohibition.  They 
wiU  wrest  it  from  the  sod^,  unless  Govern- 
ment interposes,  Thia  biU  is  a  eommitment  of 
the  Govamment  to  protect  the  odonj  against 
dl  the  world.  The  powers  of  Government 
were  granted  for  no  such  purpose.  Hr.  F.  con- 
cluded by  saying,  that  he  would  dwell  no  longer 
on  the  Bubject,  and  that  he  woold  not  believe 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  G}ovemment  to  do  indi- 
rectly what  it  could  not  do  directly. 

Hr.  Ttleb  remarked  that  there  were  two 
other  propositions  quite  as  obnoxious  to  the 
constitution  as  the  one  which  had  been  noticed. 
ConferrloK  on  States  the  power  and  the  means 
of  internal  improvement,  and  an  appropriation, 
through  Statfs,  to  edacation,  he  conudered  as 
equal^*  unotnutitationaL  If  one  was  stricken 
out,  he  was  in  &vm  of  erasing  the  wh<^  He 
preferred  tliat  dlsonBtfoiuiry  power  of  appro- 
ftriation  sbonld  rea^  in  the  States.  He 


moved  to  stnke  out  the  words  designating  the 
t^ree  specific  objects  of  appropriation. 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  withdrew  his  motion. 
-   Hr.  Olat  asked  a  division  of  the  qaestioitjflo 
as  first  to  consider  the  general  qaemon  of  »• 
oommitting  at  all. 

On  the  question  of  reoommitment,  there  were 
yeas  20,  nays  S8. 

On  the  qtiestion  of  postponement — yeas  21, 
nays  84. 

The  hill  was  tlien.  passed  by  the  fidlowisg 
vote: 

YxAs.— ICesars.  Bell,  Chambers,  Clay,  Chjrtoii, 
Dallas,  Dickerson,  Dndley,  Siring,  Foot,  Fieliiig- 
buysea,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Knight,  Potn- 
dexter,  FrentiBS,  Bobbins,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Sb- 
bee,  ^ragoe,  Tomlinson,  Waggaman,  WUkins— 34 

Katsl — ^Uessn.  Benton,  Black,  Browo,  Bnekner, 
Cftlboun,  Forsyth,  Grundy,  HiU,  Kane,  King,  Man- 

fam,  MlUer,  Moore,  Bives,  Bobhuon,  Smith,  TipUa, 
yler.  White,  Wright— ■». 


HaBTDXT,  January  S8. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  following  bill, 
reported  b^  Hr.  Wileinb,  from  the  Oomnuttee 
on  the  Judiciary,  on  the  Slst  instant. 

[The  bin  is  omitted,  iU  [ffovidons  bdag  saffieie&t- 
ly  stated  in  the  debrte.] 

Hr.  WiLEiNs  rose  in  snpport  of  ttie  Th* 
position,  said  he,  in  whicn  you,  Hr.  Frariden^ 
have  placed  me  in  relation  to  tliis  bodfi 
poseson  methedatyctf  introdadnft  thepTeseDt 
bill  to  the  Senate,  and  of  expl^ng  its  pro- 
visions. In  my  mode  of  discharging  this  duty  I 
do  not  consider  myself  as  the  representatiTe  of 
other  gentlemen  on  the  committee ;  those  ge^' 
tlemen  possess  a  competenoe,  far  beyond  mic^ 
to  ezplidn  and  defend  the  power  of  the  G«n«* 
Government  to  carry  into  effiset  its  constita- 
tional  laws.  The  bill  is  founded  apon  a  Ji^ 
sage  from  President,  oonunnnioated  on  Um 
16th  instant,  and  proposes  to  sustain  the  ooiHi^ 
tutionality  of  the  doctrines  laid  down  in 
admired  state  jumer.  In  1h»  outset  <tf  the  ois- 
eassion,  it  ta  admitted  that  the  bill  points  to  an 
affliotins  state  of  things  existing  In  a  Southern 
State  of  the  Union ;  U  is  not  to  be  diaffuaei 
that  it  fwints  to  the  State  of  South  Oarolina. 
It  is  not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bill,  to  make  it  assume,  lA 
any  wiyr,  an  invidious  character.  When 
gentleman  from  South  Oarolina  threw  out  the 
suggestion  that  the  bill  was  Invidious,  he  oer* 
tainly  did  not  intend  to  Impute  to  the  comn^ 
tee  a  deugn  to  ^Ive  it  such  a  character.  ^ 
far  from  being  invidious,  the  bill  was  "J*** 
general  and  sweeping,  in  its  terms  and  SPP*^^ 
tion,  for  the  reason  that  this  course  was  thoiip>* 
to  be  more  delicate  in  recard  to  the  State  eoo* 
oemed.  The  provisions  ^  the  bill  were  maw 
general,  for  tne  purpose  of  enforcing  eTSiT' 
where  the  CQUection  laws  of  the  UnioL 
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Jahvakt,  1838.] 

The  bill  presents  three  verj  important  and 
xnotoentoos  considerations :  Is  there  any  ttiDg 
in  the  circomatances  of  the  coantrjr  calling  for 
legislation  on  the  sabjeot  of  the  revenne  lawB  ? 
Is  the  due  administration  of  those  laws  threat- 
ened with  impediments  f  and  is  this  bill  soited 
to  Boch  an  emergeooy  I  He  proposed  to  om- 
sider  those  ptnnta,  bat  in  a  desaltorj  msnuor. 
He  never  Bhronk  from  any  moral  or  political 
re8p(»iaibilil7,  bnt  he  had  no  disposition  (to  nse 
the  words  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina) 
to  '*  dmm  on  poblio  senribilitr."  Neither  he 
nor  the  State  which  he  represented  had  an;^  in- 
finence  in  hringiog  np  these  questions,  bnt  he 
was  prepared  to  meet  the  crisis  hy  his  vote. 

It  is  time  ^continued  Mr.  W.)  Uiat  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  Union  depends  were  dis- 
cussed. It  is  time  that  Congress  expressed  an 
opinion  npon  them.  It  is  time  that  the  people 
ahonld  bnng  th^r  judgment  to  bear  on  Uiis 
anbjeot,  and  settle  it  forever.  The  anthorify  of 
Congress  and  of  the  people  must  settle  this 
quamon  one  day  or  other.  There  were  many 
enlightened  men  in  the  oountry,  men  whose 
integrity  and  patriotism  nobody  donhts,  who 
had  arrived  at  opinions  in  this  matter  very  dif- 
ferent from  bis  own.  The  Senator  iVom  Sonth 
Carolina  knows  (said  Mr.  W.)  the  respect  in 
which  I  hold  him ;  hat  I  am  nnwilling  to  take 
hia  judgment  on  this  question  as  the  guide  of 
mine ;  and  I  will  not  agree  that  the  Union  de- 

Stnds  on  the  principles  which  he  has  advanced, 
e  has  offered  a  document  as  a  plea  in  bar ;  if 
it  be  establidied,  then  a  har  is  interpcued  be- 
tween the  powers  of  the  Government  and  the 
acts  of  Soatii  Oardina. 

The  bill  is  of  great  importance,  not  on  ac- 
oouDt  of  its  partionlar  provinoos,  but  of  their 
applioBtion  to  a  rq>idly  approaching  crisis, 
which  they  woe  intended  to  meet.  That  crises 
was  in  the  control  of  this  body,  not  of  any 
branch  of  the  Oovemment.  He  would  ask  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  (Hr.  Foindbxtbb) 
what  authority  he  had  to  say  that  the  passage 
of  any  bill  reducing  the  tariff  would  avert  the 
enforcement  of  the  ordinance  of  South  Caro- 
lina 1  He  was  unwilling  to  consider  that  Sen- 
ator as  the  representative  of  the  unlimited 
authority  and  sovereignity  clumed  by  the  State 
of  Boutti  Carolina.  He  would  now  present  to 
the  Senate  a  view  of  the  podtion  in  which  South 
CaroUna  had  plaoed  herself^  in  order  to  justify 
the  oonunlttee  in  reporting  the  bill  nnder  con- 
sideration. It  was  not,  at,  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  military  despotism,  nor  of  creat- 
ing on  armed  dictator,  nor  of  sending  into  South 
Carolina  military  bands  to  "  cut  the  throats  of 
women  and  children,"  that  the  committee 
framed  the  bill.  If  any  thing  can  ever  estab- 
lish a  military  despotism  in  this  country,  it  is 
the  anarchy  and  confusion  which  the  principles 
contended  for  by  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina will  produce.  If  we  keep  together,  not 
"ten  years,"  nor  tens  of  thousands  of  years, 
will  ever  bring  the  countnr  under  the  dominion 
of  military  dnpotism.   Bat  adopt  Uw  princi- 


[Sbiuts. 

pies  of  South  Carolina—break  the  Union  into 
fragments — some  chieftmu  may  bring  the  frag- 
ments together,  bnt  it  will  be  under  a  military 
despotism.  He  would  not  aay  that  South  Car- 
olina contemplated  this  result,  but  he  did  say 
that  her  principles  would  lead  to  it.  South 
Oarolina,  jiot  bem^  able  longer  to  bear  the  bur- 
den of  on  (qppressiva  law,  had  determined  on 
resistance. 

The  excitement  raised  in  the  State  gave  to 
the  party  a  minority  in  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  and  a  convraition  was  culed,  under  the 
provision  of  the  State  ooiutitntion  authorizing 
Its  amendment.  Tlie  convention  met,  and 
pa»ed  what  is  called  the  ordinance,  establisb- 
mg  new  and  fundamental  principles.  Without 
repeating  it,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  some  few  of  its  provisions.  It  over- 
threw the  whole  revenue  system.  It  was  not 
limited  to  the  acts  of  1828  or  1882,  but  ended 
with  a  solemn  declaration,  that,  in  that  State, 
no  taxes  should  he  oidlect^  Ihe  addresses  of 
the  conTttttion  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  State  m  South  Carolina  used 
a  tone  and  language  not  to  he  misunderstood. 
They  tell  yon  it  is  neoessaiy  for  some  one  State 
to  bring  the  qnestion  to  issue^ — that  Carolina 
will  do  it — ^tbat  Carolina  had  thrown  herself 
into  the  breach,  and  would  stand  foremost  in 
resistance  to  the  laws  of  the  Union ;  and  they 
solenmly  call  npon  the  citizens  of  the  State  to 
stand  by  the  principles  of  the  ordinance,  for  it 
is  determined  that  no  taxes  shall  be  collected 
in  that  State.  The  ordinance  gives  the  Legis- 
lature Che  power  to  carry  into  execution  Uiis 
determination.  It  oont^ns  within  Itself  no 
seeds  of  dissolution  ^  it  is  unlimited  as  to  time ; 
cont^ns  no  restrictions  as  to  applitu^on ;  pro- 
vides no  means  for  its  amenmnent,  modifica- 
tion, or  repeal.  In  their  private,  individual 
capacity^  some  members  of  the  couvention  h(dd 
ont  the  idea  which  had  been  advanced  by  some 
members  of  ^is  House,  that  if  the  tariff  law 
was  made  less  oppressive,  the  ordinance  would 
not  be  enforced. 

[Hr.  PoiNDKXTBB  here  remarked,  that  he  said 
that  any  new  tariff  law,  even  if  more  oppr^- 
sive  than  the  law  of  18S3,  were  passed,  the  or- 
dinance would  not  apply  to  it.] 

If  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  are  considered, 
(continued  Mr.  W.,)  there  is  no  possible  mode 
of  arresting  it ;  so  sure  as  Ume  rolls  on,  and 
four  days  pass  over  oar  heads,  the  ordinance, 
and  the  laws  emanating  from  it,  will  lead  to 
the  employment  of  physical  force,  by  the  cit- 
izens of  South  Carolina,  against  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  revenue  laws.  Although  many  of 
the  most  influential  citizens  of  Carolina  pro- 
tested against  the  idea  that  any  but  moral  force 
would  be  resorted  to,  yet  the  ezciteiuent  and 
determined  spirit  ,of  the  people  would,  in  his 
opinion,  lead  speedily  to  the  employment  ot 
physical  force.  He  did  not  doubt  that  the 
Senator  from  South  Caroliua  abhorred  the  idea 
of  force ;  no  doubt  his  excellent  heart  would 
Ueed  at  the  scene  whioh  it  would  produce; 


Snauu  CaUactiim  BUt—NulU  ^atiim. 
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but  he  would  refer  to  a  passase  ia  the  ordi- 
nance to  prove  that  it  was  the  intention  of  its 
framers  to  resort  to  force.  Mr.  W.  here  read 
the  third  paragraph  of  the  ordiaance. 

"And  it  is  further  ordained,  that  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  of  the  constituted  authorities,  whether 
of  this  State  or  of  the  United  States,  to  anforce  the 
payment  of  duties  imposed  by  the  said  acts  wUfain 
the  UmitH  of  this  State ;  but  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  I^e^slature  to  adopt  such  measures  asd  pass 
such  acta  as  may  be  necessary  to  gire  fiiU  effect  to 
this  ordinance,  and  to  prevent  the  enforcement  and 
arrest  the  operation  of  the  said  acta  and  parts  of 
■Ota  of  the  Cowren  of  the  United  Statai  within  the 
Umita  of  thia  Slate,  from  and  after  the  Ist  of  Feb- 
ruary next ;  and  the  duty  of  all  other  constituted 
authorities,  and  of  persons  residhigor  being  witMa 
the  limits  of  this  State,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quired and  enjoined,  to  obey  and  give  effect  to  this 
ordinance,  and  such  acts  and  meaaurae  of  the  Le- 
glahiture  aa  may  be  passed  or  adopted  in  obedience 
thereto."* 


*  The  following  is  the  entire  ordinance : 
Wb«Teu  the  Conereu  ot  the  United  States,  hj  varioiu 
acta,  purporting  to  be  acta  laying  dntles  and  Imposto  on 
foreign  importa,  but  fn  reality  intended  for  the  protection 
of  domestle  mann&etarea,  and  the  gtvlDg  of  bonnties  to 
elaases  and  lodivlduali  en^^god  in  particniar  employments, 
at  th«  expense  and  to  the  li^anr  and  oppreuloa  of  other 
dasiu  sua  Indlvidakla,  and  by  wholly  exempting  from  tax- 
ation oertain  fonlgo  commodlHee,  such  as  are  not  prodaeed 
or  mannbctared  la  the  Unlt«d  Btatos,  to  afford  ■  pretext 
for  ImpoilDg  higher  and  exoesrive  duties  on  articles  almllar 
to  thoee  Intended  to  be  protected,  hath  exceeded  Its  Jnst 

S'Wers  nnder  the  oonstltotlon,  which  confers  on  It  no  aa- 
ority  to  affbid  anch  protactlon,  and  hath  Tiolated  the 
true  meaning  and  Intont  of  the  constitution,  which  pro- 
vides fbr  eqaallly  In  Imposing  the  burdens  of  taxation 
vpon  the  several  States  and  portions  of  the  confederacy : 
And  whereas  the  said  Congress,  exceeding  Its  Jost  power 
to  impose  taxes  and  collect  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  ef- 
fecting and  accomplishing  the  spedAo  objeotg  and  pur- 
posai  which  the  ConstltaUon  of  the  Unltod  States  author- 
Ixee  It  to  effect  and  acoompUab,  hath  raised  and  coUectod 
unnecessary  revenue  for  objects  unanthoriied  by  the  con- 
■UtnUon : 

We,  therefore,  the  peonle  of  the  StaU  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
is  convention  auombled,  do  declare  and  ordain,  and  It  is 
hereby  declared  and  ordafued,  that  the  several  acts  and 
partj  of  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Butesi  purport- 
lag  to  be  laws  for  the  tmpoeing  of  duties  and  Imposts  on  the 
fmportatlun  of  foreign  conmoaiUea,  and  now  having  actual 
operation  and  effect  within  the  United  States,  and,  more 
aapedally,  aa  act  entitled  "An  act  in  alteration  of  the 
•SToral  acta  Imposing  doUea  on  Imports,"  ai^rovcd  on  the 
alwteenth  day  of  Haj,  one  thonaattd  elegit  hn'ndred  end 
twentr-elgbt,  and  also  aa  act  eatltled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
amaad  the  sevaral  aeta  ImpoelM  dntlea  on  Imports,"  ap- 
proTod  on  tboAiarteeDth  day  of^Jnly,  one  thousand  eight 
nnsdred  and  tUr^-two^  an  unantborised  by  the  Oorwtl- 
tntloD  of  the  United  BtitM,  and  vlolato  the  trna  meaning 
and  Intent  thereoC  and  are  null,  void,  and  bo  law,  nor 
binding  Bpon  this  Btato,  Its  offlcers  or  dtlzens;  and  ^1 
pcomlsei,  eontracta,  and  obligations,  made  or  eatorad  Into, 
or  to  be  made  or  entered  Into,  with  pttrsose  to  secure 
the  dntlea  tmwised  by  the  said  acta,  and  all  Judicial  pro- 
wedlBBS  which  shall  be  hereaftor  had  in  afflnnance  thereoC 
are  and  aball  be  held  ntterlr  null  and  void. 

And  It  is  farther  ordained,  that  U  shall  not  be  lawfkil  for 
any  of  the  eonstltated  anthorltlM,  whether  of  this  BUto  or 
irf  the  Untted  Statea,  to  enforoa  the  parmeat  of  duties 
imposed  by  the  said  acta  vilthln  the  limits  of  this  Btato; 
but  tt  shall  be  th«  duty  of  the  LegUlatnre  to  adopt  sneh 
meaanrM  and  nam  men  acts  as  may  be  neoeasarr  to  glvo 
fhU  aSeot  bf  tbu  ordinance,  and  to  prevent  the  enforcement 
and  arrest  the  operation  of  tho  s^d  acta  and  parts  of 
Beta  of  the  Congress  of  th«  United  Butea  within  the  limits 
af  this  State,  from  and  after  the  lit  day  of  Febrnary  next, 
and  Uie  dnty  of  all  other  ooostitntea  authorities,  and  of 
all  persons  residiiw  or  beltw  within  tbe  limits  of  this  State, 
and  they  are  hereby  nqnind  and  eqjatoed  to  obey  and  give 
affsot  to  thia  onUnuiotv  and  snob  aeti  and  mesanrea  of  the 
LegUatnre  as  may  tie  n«Mad  or  adopted  la  obedlaaea 
thereto.  *^ 


Does  the  shadow  follow  Ihe  san  f  Even  eo 
snrelj  will  force  follow  the  attempt  to  disobey 


And  It  Is  forther  ordained,  that  In  no  caaa  at  taw  or 
eqntty,  decided  In  tbe  courts  of  this  State,  wherein  shall  bt 
drawn  In  question  tbe  authority  of  this  ordinance,  or  tiu 
validity  of  such  aet  or  acts  of  the  L^lalatnre  as  may  be 
passed  for  the  purpoee  of  giving  eSbct  thereto,  or  tbe 
validity  of  the  aforesaid  acts  of  Congress,  imposing  dstltt, 
shall  anv  appeal  be  takeo  or  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Conit 
of  the  United  States,  nor  »hall  any  copy  of  the  record  bt 
permitted  or  allowed  for  that  purpose ;  and  if  any  sock 
appeal  shall  be  attempted  to  be  taken,  the  ooarts  of  tUt 
Btato  shall  proceed  to  ezecnto  and  enforce  their  JodgmeBti, 
acaordlng  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  8tat%  wiHioal 
reference  to  snch  attempted  appeal,  and  the  penon  or 
peiamw  attamptlng  to  take  such  appMl  may  be  dealt  wili 
aa  fer  a  eontompt  of  the  oonrL 

And  It  la  fhrther  Oidainfd,  tbat  all  persons  now  lud^sf 
any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  otvll  or  military,  ondec 
thu  State,  (members  <tf  tbe  Legtdatnre  exoepte<{}  sb4 
wltbln  Boeb  time,  and  in  such  manner  aa  tbe  LegUatan 
Shalt  prescribe,  take  an  oath  well  and  tnily  to  obey,  exeentSi 
and  enfince  thia  ordinance,  and  each  act  or  acta  of  ttt 
Legislature  aa  may  be  passed  In  pnrsnanee  then^  sce«4- 
Ing  to  tha  tnu  Intent  and  meaning  af  the  same;  aadoa  ths 
neglect  or  omiarion  of  any  soch  person  or  persons  so  to  da, 
his  or  tbelr  ofltoe  or  oSeea  shall  be  futhwlUi  vacsle^ 
and  shall  be  filled  np  as  If  such  person  or  persont  vera 
dead  or  had  resigned ;  and  no  person  hereafter  riMied  to 
any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust,  dvU  or  milltU7<nisi» 
bets  of  the  Legislatore  exceptml),  ahall,  until  thaLe^sbtars 
shall  otiurwise  provide  and  direct,  enter  on  tbe  execattoa 
of  hia  office,  ot  bo  In  any  respect  competent  to  dliAsigi 
the  duties  thereof,  nntll  ha  shall,  In  iHlc  manner,  bars 
taken  a  similar  oath;  and  no  Jn^  aball  be  empanBclM 
In  anv  of  the  ooarts  of  this  Biabi,  In  any  cause  la  wblcb 
shall  be  in  qnestioa  this  ordlnanee^  or*  any  act  of  ^ 
Legielatnra  passed  in  pumanoe  thereof;  obmss  hs  ibw 
first.  In  admtloB  to  tbe  nsaal  oath,  hnve  takaa  aa  aath 
that  he  will  well  and  -truly  obey,  exeeota,  and  eoflmt  ti>'* 
ordinance,  and  such  aet  or  acto  of  the  Leglalatore  is  vuf 
be  passed  to  carry  the  same  Into  oparation  and  efiM,  a^ 
cording  to  tbe  true  Intent  and  meaning  thereoC 

And  we,  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  end  flwt» 
may  be  fblly  understood  by  the  Government  of  the  UailM 
States,  and  the  pe<qile  of  tho  oo-Statea,  that  wa  are  dete^ 
mined  to  maintain  this  our  ordinance  and  dedarstiaL 
at  every  hazard,  do  fhrther  declare  that  we  will  not  aabmit 
to  the  ai^licMon  force,  on  the  part  of  tbe  fodersl 
Government,  to  reduce  this  Btato  to  obedleno^  but  tbst 
we  will  eoaslder  the  passage,  by  Congreaa,  of  any  sot  »»' 
thartiing  the  employment  of  a  mtUtaiy  or  aaval  ktm 
apinst  the  State  of  Sonth  Carolina,  her  eonatltalea  »• 
tnorltles  or  dUzens;  or  any  act  abolishing  or  closing 
ports  of  this  State,  or  any  of  them,  or  otherwise  obatnetuc 
the  tna  ingresffand  egress  <^  vessels  to  and  ftom  the  ■>» 
ports,  or  any  other  act  on  the  port  of  the  Federal  Ooven- 
meut,  to  coerce  the  Stete,  shnt  np  ber  ports,  destroy^ 
harass  h^r  commerce,  or  to  onforce  the  acU  hereby  a*- 
dared  to  be  null  and  void,  otherwise  than  thiougn  t** 
dvll  tribnnala  of  the  country,  as  Inconalstont' wltn  tM 
longer  contlnuanoe  of  South  Carolina  In  the  Union: 
that  the  people  of  this  State  wUl  thenceforth  bold  thci^ 
adves  absolved  from  all  further  obUfcatlun  to  malntsm  « 
preserve  their  political  connection  with  the  people  of  tM 
other  SUtes,  and  will  forthwith  proceed  to  "^r*,, 
separate  Qovemuent,  and  do  dl  other  acts  ana 
which  sovereign  and  independent  States  may  of  right  Co. 

Done  in  convention  at  Columbia,  the  twenty-fourtb  OKT 
of  November,  in  tbe  year  of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  «S» 
hundred  and  tiilrty-two,  and  in  tha  flfty-serantb  yg*>,*f 
the  Declaration  of  tha  Independ^  of  the  United^  Stsus 
of  America. 

JAKES  HAMILTON,  Ja, 
J>rtHdtnt     dmvmtfm,  and  Pa$ffaU/romil- 

James  Hamilton,  sen.,  Blch'd  Bohun  Baker,  sen.,  &^ 
uel  Warren,  Nathaniel  Hayward,  Bob.  L-.ng,  J.  B.  wp^^ 
L.  M.  Ayer,  Beqjsmin  Adams,  James  Adams,  •'■f"*o.H 
denon.  Bobert  Anderson,  wUllam  Arnold,  Jobn 
Barnard  K.  Bee,  Thomas  W.  Boone,  E.  W.  B*""'?^'- 
Isaac  Bradwi-ll,  Jr.,  Thomas  G.  Blewett,  P.  o^": 
John  Q.  Brown,  J.  G.  Brown,  John  Bauakott,  A  ""V" 
Francis  Burt,  Jr,  Bdley  Barton,  A  Bowie,  Jb^^JL^ 
Black,  A.  H.  lielln,  Philip  Cohen,  Samuel  Cord«* 
H.  Colcock,  0.  J.  Colcook,  Charles  G.  C^ra,  Wol 
Clifton,  West  Cangfaman,  John  Cuunta,  BoAlanu" 
bers,  J.  A.  Campbell,  Wm.  Dubose,  John  U-  ^Vr^ 
John  Dongjaa,  Gema  Douglas  K  H.  Elf^nrib 
£nn^  Sdmond  J.  iUdar,  A.  Waller,  Tboa.  h.  Oonw^ 
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the  laws  of  Soath  Oarolina.  In  the  loat  para^ 
graph  of  the  ordinmioe  ii  thia  passage : 

"  Determined  to  support  this  ordinance  at  ever;' 
hasard," — and  this  declaratioa  is  made  hj  a  courage- 
ous and  chivalrous  people—"  we  do  further  declare 
that  we  will  not  submit  to  the  application  of  force, 
on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  reduce 
this  Btate  to  obedieoce." 

This  attempt,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  not  made  by 
thia  bill,  or  hy  any  one. 

"But  that  we  will  connder  the  passage,  hj  Con- 
greasy  of  any  act  auAoriiiiu;  the  emptDjineiit  of  a 
miUtary  or  ami  force  agunst  Uie  State  of  South 
Carolina,  her  coostituted  authorities  or  citizens,  or 
any  act  abc^hlng  or  closing  the  ports  of  this  State, 
or  any  of  them,  or  otherwue  obstructing  the  free 
ingress  and  egress  of  ressels  to  and  from  the  said 

S>rt8,  or  any  other  act  on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
ovemmeat  to  coerce  the  State,  shut  np  her  ports, 
destroy  or  harass  her  eommetce,  or  to  enforce  the 
acts  hereby  declared  to  be  aoU  and  void,  otherwise 
than  through  the  civil  tribunals  of  the  country,  as 
inoon^tent  with  the  longer  continuance  of  &>uth 
Carolina  in  the  Umon." 

Force  must  iQevitably  be  used  in  case  any 
Attempt  is  made  by  the  Federal  QoverDment  to 
enforce  the  acts  which  have  been  declared  noil 
and  void.  The  ordinance  clearly  establishes 
nollification  as  the  law  ol  the  land. 

[Mr.  HuxBB :  Will  the  Senator  read  a  little 
fartherj] 

Mr.  W,  finished  the  paragraph,  as  follows : 
"  And  that  the  people  of  this  State  will  thence- 
forth hold  themselves  abflolved  from  all  furtiier  ob- 
ligation  to  maintain  or  preserve  tiidr  political  con- 
nection with  the  people  of  the  other  States,  and  will 
forthwith  proceed  to  organize  a  separate  Govern* 
ment,  and  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  sover- 
eign aud  independent  States  may  of  right  do," 

They  stop  with  nnlliflcation ;  but  one  step 
farther  on  the  part  of  the  Government  brings 
down  secession  and  revolntioD. 

Mr.  Caihodn, — -It  is  not  intended  to  nae  any 
force,  except  agunst  forae.  We  shall  not  stop 
the  prooecwnga  (rf  tiw  Ui^ted  States  oonrts, 


Peter  O,  Ooiudlii,  T.  J,  Qooiwjn,  Peter  Oallkrd,  Jr., 
Joha  K.  Orian,  Qaorge  W.  Olann,  Alex.  h.  Qioa,  R«bert 
T,  Ha7iw,_WIUuita  Harper,  Thomas  Harriwn,  John  Hatton, 
Thomas  uarllefc  Abm.  Hogoenln,  Jacob  Bond  I'On, 
John  B.  Jster,  Job  Jobastoa,  John  S.  James,  M.  Jacobs, 
J.  A.  KMth,  John  Ker,  Jtoob  H.  Klog,  etepben  I^icoeta, 
James  Lfnah,  Fnneb  T.  Lecare,  Alex.  J.  Lawton, 
John  Lipsoomb,  John  Logan,  J.  Llttle)obn,  A.  Lancaster, 
John  Uamth,  BeDl.  A.  HarkleT,  John  S.  Manor,  Wm.  M. 
Mortar,  B.  HUk,  John  B.  htoGall,  D.  H.  Means,  R.  O. 
Uavs,  Georjro  HcDnffie,'  Jss.  Moore,  John  L.  Mtller, 
Bt«ptaen  D.  Miller,  John  B.  HUler,  R.  P.  McCord,  John  L. 
Kowell,  Jennlnn  O'BaQaon,  J.  Walter  Pblllips,  Charles 
Parker,  Wm.  Pordier,  Edward  O.  Palmer,  Charles  C. 
Pincknev,  Wm.  0.  Plnekner,  Thomas  Plnoknor,  Francis 
D.  Quask  John  Elvers,  Donald  Sows,  Bei^emln  Kogers, 
Thomas  Bav,  Junes  G.  Spana,  James  Spun,  8.  L.  Simons, 
Peter  J.  Sband,  James  Mongin  Smith,  O.  U.  Smith, 
Wm.  Smith,  Stephen  Smith,  wm.  StringfoUow,  Edwin 
J.  BcctL  F.  W.  STmmea,  J.  S.  Sims,  T.  D.  Slndeton, 
Joseph  L.  Stevens,  T.  E.  Bcreven,  Bob.  J.  Tambnll,  Ellsfaa 
Trier,  Pblllp  Tldrman,  Isaac  B.  Ulmer,  Peter  Vsnsht, 
EHss  Vaoderhont/ John  L.  Wilson,  Isham  Walker,  Wm. 
WilUama,  Tbos.  B.  Woodward,  Sterling  G.  Williamson, 
F.H.  WardUw.AbnarWbaUev,  J.  T.  Whitefleld,  Bsmael 
U  Tatt,  NIehoks  Tai.  Watiea  Arohibald  Young. 
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bat  maintwn  the  anthority  of  our  own  judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  WiLKiNS. — ^How  can  the  ordinaace  refer 
to  any  laws  of  the  United  States,  when  they 
are  excluded  from  any  operation  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  ?  Why  do  the  laws  and  or* 
dinauce  of  South  Carolina  shut  out  the  Unibad 
States  courts  from  appellate  jariadiction? 
Why  do  they  shut  the  doors  of  the  State  courts 
against  any  inqnisition  from  the  United  States 
conrtsf  They  intend  that  there  shall  be  no 
jurisdiction  over  this  subject,  except  throng 
their  own  courts.  They  cut  off  the  federal  ju- 
diciary from  all  authority  in  that  State,  and 
bring  back  the  state  of  things  which  existed 
prior  to  the  formation  of  the  federal  constitution. 

Here  nullification  is  disclaimed,  on  one  hand, 
unless  wo  abolish  our  revenue  system.  We 
consenting  to  do  this,  they  remain  quiet.  But 
if  we  go  a  hair's  breadth  towards  enforcing  that 
system,  they  present  secession.  We  have  seoes< 
sion  on  one  hand,  and  nullification  on  the  other. 
The  Senator  from  Soutii  OaroUna  admitted  the 
other  day  that  no  such  thing  as  oonstitutiooal 
secession  could  exist.  Then  civil  war,  dismiicoif 
and  anarchy  must  accompany  secession.  Ko 
one  denies  the  right  of  revolution.  That  is  a 
nataral,  indefeanble,  inherent  right — a  right 
which  we  have  exercised  and  held  out,  by  our 
exam^e,  to  the  civilized  world.  Who  denies 
it?  Then  we  have  revolution  by  force,  not 
constitutional  secession.  That  violence  must 
oome  by  secession  ia  certain.  Another  law 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  is 
entitled  "  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  Uie 
people  of  South  Oarolina."  It  advises  them  to 
put  on  tifeir  armor.  It  puts  them  in  military 
array ;  and  for  what  purpose  but  for  the  use  in 
force  t  The  provisions  of  these  laws  are  infi- 
nitely vorse  than  those  of  the  feudal  system,  bo 
far  as  they  apply  to  the  citizens  of  Carolina. 
But  with  its  operations  on  their  own  citizens, 
he  h^  nothing  to  do.  Besiatanoe  was  just  as 
inevitable  as  the  arrival  of  the  day  on  the  cal- 
endar. In  addition  to  these  documents,  what 
did  rumor  say — rumor,  which  often  falsifies, 
but  sometimes  utters  truth.  If  we  judge  by 
newspaper  and  other  reports,  more  men  were 
now  ready  to  take  up  arms  in  Oarolina  than 
there  were  during  the  revolutionary  struggle. 
The  whole  State  was  at  this  moment  in  arms, 
and  its  dtizens  are  ready  to  be  embattled  the 
moment  any  attempt  was  made  to  enforce  the 
revenue  laws.  The  city  of  Charleston  wore  the 
appearance  of  a  military  depot.  As  a  further 
proof  of  the  necessity  of  this  bill,  he  would  read 
a  printed  pi^er,  which  might  pass  for  what  it 
was  worth. 

Mr.  Gaiaovn.  What  paper  is  it  ?  Has  it  a 
signature  f 

Mr.  Wiucnra.  It  is  a  circular,  but  not  signed. 
Mr.  W.  then  read  the  paper  as  follows : 
(drcvlar.) 
"GaARLBSTON,  January,  183S. 
"  Sib  : — ^Ton  wilt,  on  receiving  this  letter,  imme- 
diately take  the  proper  meaaures  for  the  purpose  ol 
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aacertalning  at  wliat  points  depots  oi  provinons,  say 
of  corn,  fodder,  and  bacon,  can  be  estebliahed  on 
tbe  main  roads  leading  through  your  district,  at 
suitable  stationB,  say  from  thirty  to  forty  miles  apart. 
Looking  to  the  event  of  a  pcmible  call  for  troops 
of  every  description,  especially  of  mounted  men,  in 
a  saddeo  emergency,  yoa  will  aseertun  tbe  routes 
by  which  they  could  most  conrenieDtly  pass  throogh 
your  reepectlve  dbtriots,  and  the  proper  points  at 
which  they  may  put  up  after  the  usual  day's  march. 
Having  settled  this,  ue  next  point  will  be  to  inquire 
whether  there  are  any  persons  at  or  near  those 

E Dints,  who  would  undertake,  on  terms  to  be  stipu- 
.ted,  to  fdmish  com,  fodder,  and  meat,  in  what 

SADtities,  and  at  what  notice  t  It  is  desirable  that 
Is  arrangement  should  be  elRieted,  so  as  to  enable 
us  to  command  an  adequate  supply  in  tbe  event  of 
Its  belDg  wanted,  without  actually  making  purchas- 
es at  present.  If  this  be  impracUcable,  however, 
you  must  then  see  on  what  terms  purchases  can  be 
effected,  where,  and  on  what  maoner  the  articles 
can  be  deposited  and  taken  care  trf"?  I  will  here 
give  you  a  general  oudine  of  my  scheme.  I  will 
•appoM  three  great  routes,  to  be  marked  out  from 
the  mountains  towards  tbe  sea;  one  leading  from 
lAurenceviUe,  through  Newberry,  to  Columbia: 
another  from  Yorkville  and  Union,  by  Winsboro 
and  Chesterville,  to  Columbia ;  and  the  third  from 
Pendleton,  through  Abbeville  and  Edgefield,  Buni^ 
well,  and  Colleton,  to  Charleston.  Along  these  routes 
depots  would  have  to  be  established  at  intervals  of 
thirty  or  forty  ^lea,  besides  separate  depots  at  Cam- 
den and  some  other  places.  From  Columbia  these 
stations  would  be  neceesary  along  the  State  road  to 
Charleston.  But  one  other  route  would  then,  per- 
haps, be  necessary  to  be  provided  for,  beginning  at 
Du-lingtoa  Courthouse,  and  ending  at  Georgetown ; 
one  station  to  b«  at  Eingstree,  and  another  at 
Lynche's  Creek.  From  all  other  places  some  one  of 
these  stations  might  be  struck.  I  present  this  im- 
perfect outline  merely  to  give  you  some  idea  of  my 
general  scheme.  Your  particular  attention  will,  of 
course,  be  directed  to  your  own  district ;  and,  if 
you  find  it  necessary,  you  may  call  in  my  ^ds  from 
the  a^oining  districts,  and  such  staff  oflBicen  as  you 
may  think  proper,  and  consult  with  them  as  to  the 
best  method  of  connecting  the  districts  by  some 
general  plan,  and  &vor  me  with  the  result. 

"  Another  object  to  which  I  would  call  your  early 
and  particular  attention,  is  the  state  of  the  arms, 
public  and  private,  in  the  hands  of  tbe  men.  Great 
numbers  have  been  issued  from  time  to  time,  es- 
pecially within  s  few  years  just.  I  wish  to  know 
how  many  of  them  may  be  relied  on  in  the  event  of 
actual  service.  For  this  purpose,  it  must  be  ascer- 
tidned,  from  actual  inspection  or  otherwise,  how 
many  men  in  each  company  have  muskets,  rlSes  or 
other  arms  fit  for  use ;  and  any  unfit  for  use  must 
be  repcdred.  The  latter  must  be  collected  together 
and  repaired,  if  it  can  be  effected  in  your  neighbor- 
hood ;  and,  if  not,  they  must  be  boxed  up  and  sent 
to  Charleston ;  when,  after  being  repaired  at  the 
public  expense,  they  wilt  be  returned  to  the  compa- 
nies to  which  they  may  belong.  To  execute  the  ar- 
duous, responsible,  and  difficult  duties  imposed  by 
this  order,  you  are  authorized  to  call  to  your  as^t- 
ance  all  the  officers  of  tbe  staff  wiUtia  your  district ; 
and,  if  further  aasistaiiee  ti  wanted,  additional  offi- 
cers will  be  appointed.  Tbfl  tevelllng  expenses  of 
yonisalf,  and  sach  i^Sggn  M  fovi  may  employ  in 
this  baabflSB,  will  be         Ton  will  ime  ue  neo- 


essary  orders  in  my  name,  connteMisned  by  yon- 
self  as  aide-de-camp,  to  all  offieeia  witfaiu  your  ^ 
trict,  urging  them  to  do  whatever  yoa  may  fiod 
necessary  to  the  prompt  and  effectuu  execution  of 
this  order.  You  will,  when  conveoient,  ^1  upon 
the  brigadier  or  miyor-generals,  withla  your  tUstrict, 
for  their  co-operation  and  assistance,  and,  generally, 
adopt  all  proper  measures  for  the  aoeompUshment 
of  the  important  objects  which  I  have  In  view,  wlucli 
may  be  stated  in  a  Csw  words  to  be  to  secure  tbe 
means  of  subastence,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  bring 
troops  to  any  given  point  in  the  ahortest  posnUe 
time— to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  arms  now  in  tbs 
hands  of  the  men — and  to  have  those  unfit  for  dm 
put  in  complete  order.  If  any  other  nfeans  oocu 
to  you  of  accomplishing,  in  the  promptest  nuoBer, 
these  vitally  important  ottjecti,  you  will  be  M  good 
as  to  suggest  them. 

**  I  tin,  very  respectfolly,  Ac 

"N.  B.  I  annex  the  form  of  fliree  orders,  wUeh 

yoa  may  find  it  necessary  to  extend,  to  enable  yoa 
to  accomplish  the  objects  we  have  in  view.  Yoa 
may  modify  them  as  you  think  proper,  and  then 
have  copies  served  on  each  of  the  officers,  who  in*7 
be  reqiUred  to  execute  them  within  your  district 
They  ate  not  to  be  published  in  the  papen.  Copts 
of  all  such  orders  as  yon  may  issue  must  be  sent  to 
me." 

Adverting  to  another  droomBtanoe^  as  tend- 
ing to  show  the  excitement  prevailing  in  Sonta 
Oarolina  against  the  Generiu  GoTemmenlf  Vr. 
W.  said,  that  in  eveiy  part  of  the  State,  the 
bloe  oookade  with  the  Palmetto  batton,  was 
generally  w<nn.  That  bit  of  ribbon,  and  the 
button,  were  no  trifling  sign  of  the  nulitai/ 
spirit  prevalent  among  tibe  people. 

It  aeemed  to  him,  indeed,  ftom  all  these  &(M 
known  to  ns,  officwUy  and  by  nmior,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  avoid  a  collision  with  Sonth 
Carolina,  while  her  ordinance  remained  to  force; 
and  that  those  gentlemen  who  represented  tlist 
the  passage  of  any  bill  by  us  would  defaat  the 
ordinance,  and  prevent  a  collision,  had  Wi- 
taken  the  sense  o£  the  ordinance,  and  the  inUQ- 
tion  of  the  people  of  South  Carolina.  , 

[Mr.  HuutB  nere  interposed,  and  udd  he  bad 
not  expreased  the  opmlon  that  nnllificst|?^ 
wonld  be  abandinied  tmon  the  passage  of  s  >>ui 
of  any  character  in  reference  to  the  tariff.  ^ 
Congress  passed  a  bill  altering  the  tariff  afito 
1828  and  1883,  he  was  of  opinion  that  snch  act 
would  set  aside  the  ordinwioe,  which  was  ^ 
cifio  in  its  application  to  the  tariff  acts  of  1°^ 
and  1882.  Even  if  a  bill  more  oppressive  than 
the  existing  acts  should  pass,  the  ordinsnw 
now  existing  woald  thereby  be  defeated,  ana 
South  Carolina  woold  be  under  the  nec»sity  oi 
assemblinj;  another  oonventtm,  and  passing  v^' 
other  ordinance.]  , 

Mr.  Warare  found,  he  said,  that  he  was 
&r  from  right  What  prospect,  then,  was  tbew 

of  an  abandonment,  by  South  Carolina,  of^^ 
present  poution  ?   She  oflfers  us  but  two  mw» 
of  acUosting  the  mattor  in  dispute.   The  firstw 
by  the  totd  abandonment  of  the  protective 
tem;  by  the  admission  of  the  whole  list  of 
teoted  artioln  &«e  of  all  dolr.  and  raiams  ^ 
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whole  reTenae  derived  from  dalaes  on  imports 
aoliiuTely  from  the  unprotected  artades.  The 
eonseqnence  of  the  adoptioii  of  thb  policy, 
wonld  be  most  fatal  and  disastroiis  to  Uie  in- 
dastry  of  the  Northern  Statea.  It  wonld  pat 
the  laboring  classes  of  ^enn^lrania  on  a  foot^ 
ing  with  the  paupers  of  the  old  world.  It 
would  prostrate  at  once  and  forever  the  policy 
which  Pennsylvania  had  long  cherished,  which 
Sonth  Carolina  had  united  with  her  in  estab- 
lishing and  mrfntrining,  and  imder  whitdi  die 
was  prosperous  and  liappy.  Hie  admirable 
roeetm  made  1^  the  Senator  fi-om  Sonth  Caro- 
Ima,  in  1816,  in  &Tor  of  the  protective  policy, 
was  uimTed  on  the  hearts  of  the  people  of 
PennsylTsnia.  In  the  dwellings  of  the  fuxaer, 
mechanic,  and  the  murafactnrer,  it  hang  upon 
the  wall,  by  the  side  of  Washington's  Farewell 
Address.  He  well  remember^  that  speech, 
for  it  had  a  powerftil  influence  on  his  own  mind 
in  relation  to  the  policy  of  the  proteotlTe  sya- 
tem. 

[Mr.  Oalhoun  here  said,  I  thank  the  genUe- 
man  for  alluding  to  that  speech.  It  has  been 
much  and  very 'often  misrepresented,  and  I 
fibaD  take  an  early  opportunity  to  explam  it.] 

Kr.  WiumQ— J  aiull  be  tumpy  to  wttoess 
the  ezhibiti(Hi  of  the  Senat<»*8  ingenuit>y  in  ex- 
plaining the  q>eech  in  moh  a  manner  as  to 
nudte  it  accord  wit^  his  present  views.  I 
should  not  have  alluded  to  it,  bad  not  the  Sen- 
ator remarked  upon  the  bill  from  our  commit- 
tee as  a  bill  "  of  abominations." 

Mr.  OuMOVS — It  requires  no  apology. 

Mr.  WiLxiKB  proceeded  to  state  the  consid- 
erations which  rendered  a  compliance  with  the 
terms  proposed  by  Sooth  Oarolma  improbable, 
if  not  impossible.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  free 
to  say  tiiat  he  could  not  bring  bis  mind  to  as- 
sent to  so  destruotive  a  measure.  He  spoke 
(Hily  tea  himsel£  What  were  the  views  of 
others  of  tiiis  body  tm  this  snlject  be  did  not 
know,  for  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  making 
inquiries  as  to  the  opinions  of  others  on  su(£ 
topics.  Much  as  he  loved  the  Union— mndh  as 
he  deprecated  any  collision  between  the  State 
and  Federal  Governments — much  as  he  was 
di^xiaed  to  respect  the  opinions  and  wishes  of 
a  sister  State — ^he  would  not  himself  assent  to 
a  total  destruction  even  of  incidental  protection 
to  our  domestic  indnstry.  He  would,  however, 
go  far,  very  fiiTj  even  to  the  aacrifloe  of  much 
of  that  protection  whicdi  we  claim  as  jnst  and 
neeesaary ;  but  to  the  point  proposed  by  South 
Oarollna  as  her  ultimatum,  he  could  not  go. 

He  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any  prob- 
aUlity  of  the  assent,  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
to  the  first  proposition  of  South  Carolina,  There 
was  but  one  other  proposition  made  by  South 
Carolina  for  the  at^ustment  of  this  controversy, 
and  that  was  even  less  hopeful  than  the  former. 
It  was  by  the  call  of  a  general  convention  of 
the  States,  and  the  snbmission  to  t^em  of  an 
ultimate  arbitnuuent  on  the  dispnted  powers. 
Mr.  W.  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  division  of 
the  State  representi^n  assembled  in  oonven- 
Tot.XIU-« 
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tion  on  the  matters  in  controversy  wonld  not 
differ  from  the  judgment  of  the  representatives 
assembled  in  Oongress,  He  did  not  think  it  at 
all  probable  that  the  convention  would  either 
alter  the  constitution  in  respect  to  the  powers 
of  the  Gkivermnent  over  the  subject  of  revenue, 
or  that  the  protective  laws  would  be  pro- 
nounced by  them  unconstitutional,  and  null  and 
void.  But  it  was  not  at  all  probable  that  two- 
thirds  of  Congress  and  three-fonrths  of  the 
States  would  agree  to  the  call  of  a  general  con- 
ventlon.  The  people  were  averse  to  any  change 
in  the  ccmstltution,  and  were  of  opinion  that  it 
oould  not  be  amended  for  the  beUer.  For  bis 
own  part,  it  was  bis  earnest  hope,  and  confident 
beliei,  that  no  changje  wonld  ever  be  made  in 
the  terms  of  onr  admirable  compact 

Here  Mr.  W.  yielded  to  a  motion  for  u3^ 
jonnunent,  and  the  Senate  ac|jonmed. 

TrntsoAT,  Jannary  81. 
The  CoUefftion  BUk 

The  subject  again  coming  up — 

Mr.  WiLKiNS  resumed  his  remarks  on  it.  He 
commenced  by  stating  that,  on  a  proper  oooa- 
rion,  he  should  move  one  or  two  amendments 
to  the  bill,  one  of  which  would  be  to  limit  some 
of  its  provisions  to  the  end  of  the  next  seesion 
of  Congress :  tiie  provisions  which  it  contained 
for  amending  the  judicial  system,  he  presumed, 
there  wonld  be  no  objection  to  leaving,  as  they 
are  in  the  bilL  unlimited. 

When  the  Senate  adjourned  yesterday,  (Mr. 
W.  continued,)  I  was  speaking  of  the  tariff 
system — of  this  system  for  the  protection  of 
American  indnstiy,  which  a  vast  portion  of  the 
American  people  believe  to  be  intimately  con- 
nected witii  toe  prosperity  of  the  country.  As 
a  justifioation  of  the  adherence,  as  far  as  praeti- 
oiuile,  to  this  systenL  he  had  had  reference  to 
the  oondnot  of  gentlemen  from  tJie  Sonth  in 
regard  to  it  At  one  period,  he  now  added, 
Maryland  had  been  considered  a  Southern  State, 
as  she  was  still  a  slaveholding  State :  from  the 
chief  city  of  that  State,  directly  after  the  meeting 
of  Congress,  under  the  constitution  of  1787,  a 
memorial  was  transmitted  to  Congress,  reciting 
the  weakness  and  inefficiency  of  the  old  con- 
federacy, and  its  inadequacy  -to  protect  the 
manufacturing  interests,  and  rejoicing  that  we 
had  now  a  Government  possessing  all  t^e 
necessary  power  to  protect  domestic  indnstry, 
and  praying  the  interpoiition  of  Congress  for 
that  purpose.  Another  incident  he  mentioned, 
which,  he  sud,  many  members  would  recollect, 
of  a  member  of  Congress  from  Sonth  Carolina 
having,  in  the  year  1809,  offered  a  rraolution 
propo^ng  that  all  the  members  of  Oongress 
should  appear,  at  the  commeucement  of  the  next 
ensuing  session,  clad  entirely  in  clothing  of 
American  manofacture.  He  had  already  ad- 
verted to  the  agency  of  tJie  South  in  pasnng 
the  tariff  law  of  1816,  and  now,  said  he,  let  me 
make  a  personal  reference,  in  connection  wit2i 
it,  to  anotiter  gentieman  fr<Hn  Sonth  Carolina, 
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now  a  member  of  this  body,  (Kr.  Mnus;) 
which  reference  I  make  with  all  possible  respect 
for  that  gentleman.  When  the  bill  of  1816  was 
noder  ducnsBion,  that  gentleman,  tiien  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  Hoase^  made  a  motion,  deeply 
interesUng  to  Fennsylvania,  and  for  which  I,  as 
one  of  her  sons,  feel  gratefol  to  him,  to  raise  the 
dnties  on  hammered  bar  iron  (which  the  bill  pro- 
posed to  raise  from  nine  to  sixteen  dollars  per 
ton)  to  twenty  dollars  per  ton.  Thus  amended, 
the  bill  passed  the  House,  bat  the  dnt?  was  re- 
duced in  the  Senate  to  sixteen.  On  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  inolnding  that  and  other  duties, 
three  members  only  from  South  Oarolina  were 
presen^  and  thej  aU  rotad  for  the  bill.  Strange 
revolution  of  opmion  t  It  is  now  contended  by 
the  same  gentlemui  that  a  duty  of  eighteen  dof- 
lan  apon  the  same  article,  (two  dollars  below  her 
own  proposition,)  as  fixed  by  the  tariff  of  1882, 
is  so  onerous,  oppressiTe^  and  tyraonical,  that  the 
whole  country  is  to  be  mvolTed  in  a  clril  war, 
if  not  only  that,  but  every  other  protective  duty 
be  not  abolished  1 

Mr.  W.  s^d  he  had  also  spoken,  yesterday,  in 
justification  of  the  strongest  provisions  of  this 
bill,  of  the  talked-of  resistance  to  the  laws  in 
South  Carolina.  '  He  had  understood  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  ^Mr,  Calhottn,)  the 
other  day,  as  acknowledgmg  that  there  'was 
military  array  in  South  Carolina,  but  contend- 
iog  that  it  followed  and  did  not  precede  the 
arr»^  of  force  by  the  Unltad  States. 

Hr.  CALaomr  said  he  had  admitted  that  lliere 
was  military  preparation,  not  array. 

Mr.  WiutiHs  said,  if  we  examine  the  measures 
taken  by  the  Administration  in  reference  to 
present  crisis,  it  would  be  found  that  they  were 
not  at  ^  of  that  military  character  to  justify 
the  measures  of  South  Carolina  which  it  was 
alleged  had  followed  them. 

lb*.  Calhoun  said  that  South  Carolina  was 
undoubtedly  preparing  to  resist  force  by  force. 
But,  let  the  United  States  withdraw  its  forces 
from  her  borders,  and  lay  this  bill  upon  the 
table,  and  her  preparations  woald  cease. 

"Mi,  WiLEtira  resumed.  That  is,  if  we  do 
not  oppose  any  of  her  movonents,  all  will  be 
rl^t  If  we  fold  our  arms,  and  exhibit  a  per- 
fect indifference  whether  the  laws  of  ^e  Union 
are  obeyed  or  jiot,  all  will  be  quiet  1  This,  I 
admit,  would  be  an  admirable  mode  to  avoid 
collision  and  prevent  disturbance ;  but  is  it  one 
that  we  can  submit  to?  The  moment  we  Mi 
to  connteract  the  nullification  proceedings  of 
South  Carolina,  the  Union  is  dissolved ;  for,  in 
this  Government  of  laws,  nnion  is  obedlratce, 
and  obedience  is  union.  The  moment  South 
CarQiina — 

Jfr.  Calhoun.— Who  relies  npon  force  in  this 
contrpversyt  I  have  innstea  upon  it  that 
South  Carolina  relied  altogether  on  civil  pro- 
cess, and  that,  if  the  General  Qovernmeiit 
resorts  to  force,  then  only  will  South  Carolina 
rely  npon  force.  If  tono  be  introduced  by 
either  party,  upon  that  party  will  fUl  the 
responsibilit/. 


[jAmiART,  18S8L 

Mr.  WiLKiNs. — The  General  Government  will 
not  appeal,  in  the  first  instance,  to  force.  It 
will  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  Bouth  Carolina 
— ^to  uiat  magnanimity  oi  which  die  boasts  to 
mooh. 

Mr.  OAiAomr. — I  am  sorry  that  South  Caro- 
lina cannot  ^peal  to  th6  sense  of  Justice  (tf  the 
Cteneral  Government.  [Order  I  order  I  from 
one  or  two  members.] 

Mr.  WiLKiKs. — The  Government  will  appeal 
to  that  political  sense  which  exhorts  obedieDoe 
to  the  laws  of  the  country,  as  the  first  doty  of 
the  citizen.  It  will  a4}peal  to  the  moral  force  in 
the  commnnity.  If  that  appeal  be  in  vain,  it 
will  appeal  to  the  judiciaiy.  If  the  mild  arm 
of  the  judiiuary  be  not  sumdent  to  execute  the 
laws,  it  will  call  out  the  avil  force  to  sostun 
the  laws.  If  that  be  insufficient,  God  save  and 

Sroteot  US  from  the  last  resort  I  But  if  the  eril 
oes  come  npon  the  country,  who  is  responnble 
for  it  ?  If  force  be  brought  in  to  the  aid  of  lav, 
who,  I  ask  of  gentlemen,  is  re^nsible  for  it  to 
the  people  of  the  UiUted  States?  That  is  the 
question.  Talk  of  it  as  you  please,  mystify 
matters  as  you  will,  theorize  "as  you  may,  pile 
up  abstract  propositions  to  any  extent,  at  last  the 
question  resolves  itself  into  one  of  obedience  or 
reaiatance  of  the  laws — in  other  words,  of  union 
or  disunion.  Wherein  (said  Mr.  W.)  contnsts 
our  liberty?  What  is  uie  foundation  of  our 
political  institutions  whi<di  we  boast  of^  which 
we  hold  up  to  tiie  world  for  imitation,  and  for 
the  eqjoyment  of  which  the  votary  of  fkwdom 
pants  in  every  oonut^  of  the  globe— what  is 
it?  It  is  that  of  a  Government  where  tbe 
people  make  the  laws,  and  where  the  peopls 
obey  the  laws  which  they  themselves  bsva 
made.  That  is  our  system  of  Government,  aai 
by  a  large  majority  of  the  people  it  is  rented 
accordingly.  Why,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  if  yon 
were  to  carry  into  effect  the  ultra  doctrine  of 
South  Oarolina  at  this  moment,  repeal  yonr 
whole  protective  system,  shut  up  our  fw* 
tones,  stop  our  wheels,  extinguish  oar  fires,  tsc. 
— nay,  rum  us  by  your  legislation — ^yet  wos» 
the  people  of  Penns^vanla  obey  the  lava,  tnd 
abide  your  decision.  But  tiien  they  would  sppw 
to  tbe  people ;  they  would  enraavor  to  bilns 
public  opinion  to  act  npon  Congress,  and  besr 
them  back  into  the  right  course.  They  wonia 
appeal  to  moral  influence,  and  to  that  lUone. 

I  know  (said  Mr.  W.)  that  the  gentleman  frpm 
Bouth  Carolina  cannot  anticipate  the  application 
of  force  in  the  case  now  presented ;  but  I 
him,  again  and  again,  to  advert  to  one  partidutf 
paragraph  of  the  ordinance.  There  were  seve 
ral  cases  in  which  the  use  of  force  is  refen^ 
to  iu  the  ordinance,  in  which  Mr.  W.  admitt*" 
the  right  to  use  it  for  example,  as  in  s 
supposed,  Oongress  intended  to  overran  snd 
aubdue  the  State  of  South  Candina,  and  overtom 
their  liberties,  he  admitted  the  right  of  rew^ 
anoe  by  force.  But,  come  down  to  the  ootW- 
gency  in  which  the  ordnance  declares  that  fo^e 
shall  be  used,  and  it  is  in  the  event  of  tpe 
attempt  by  the  United  Sutes  to  eofbroe  tM 
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exeontaon  of  the  Tevenne  laws.  "  Enforce"  is 
the  word  employed  by  the  ordioance.  For  the 
meaning  of  tbJa  word  it  was  not  necessary  to 
resort  to  Johnson  or  Webster :  the  law  may  be 
*'«iforced"  by  execution,  by  judicial  process, 
by  a  simple  demuid  of  payment  of  duties  by 
a  United  States  ofBoer.  It  needs  not  the  iron 
grasp  of  power,  the  naked  sword,  or  the  fixed 
bayonet,  to  constitute  enforcement  of  the  laws. 
Ton  enforce  the  laws  every  day,  and  every  hour 
of  every  day,  in  the  most  tranquil  state  of  so- 
ciety. This  enforcement  of  t^e  laws  it  Is  which 
is,  uter  the  1st  of  February,  to  be  constmed  into 
an  lUtempt  to  pnt  down  ^e  people  of  Sonth  Caro- 
lina, and  to  Jaatify  the  calling  forth  of  thoaaands 
upon  thonsanda  of  armed  men  to  re^  it 

Ifr.  W.  here  Tefm«d  to  the  Oharleston  Ker- 
onry,  which  he  held  in  his  hands,  containing 
the  proceedings  of  a  great  meeting  held  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  on  the  21st  instant, 
amon^  which  were  a  number  of  resolutions, 
adopting  the  cockade  to  which  be  had  reference 
yesterday,  intermingled  with  notices  of  "Call 
to  arms  I "  "  Attention  volunteers  I "  &c. ;  and 
one  of  these  resolutions  (which  he  read)  declares 
that  the  persons  assembled  at  this  meeting  not 
only  affirm  the  right  of  the  State  peaoeaoly  to 
secede  from  the  Union,  bnt  are  prepared,  if 
needs  be,  to  peril  their  lives  in  the  aaaertion  of 
this  cdaim,  £c  Yes,  sir,  said  ICr.  W.,  if  not 
prevented,  secession  is  at  hand ;  for  the  very 
moment  that  the  marshal  of  the  district  calls 
out  the  potu  eamitatua,  and  beads  that  posse  to 
enforce  a  judgment  of  the  federal  court  to  com- 

?el  the  payment  of  duties  on  imports,  (after  the 
Bt  of  February,)  then  has  the  contingeDcy 
occurred  of  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  laws ; 
then  has  secession  become  the  alternative.  With 
regard  to  secession,  Mr.  W.  went  on  to  cite 
cases  to  show  the  consequences  to  which  the 
admission  of  this  right  in  any  State  would  lead, 
shoidd  other  States  adopt  the  heresy  afSrmed 
by  the  meeting  whose  proceedings  he  had  read. 
This  view  of  the  sulQeot  he  followed  by  saying, 
that  nnllification,  unless  merged  in  revolution, 
was  not  to  be  stopped.  The  honorable  member 
bad  told  the  House,  that  laying  this  bill  on  the 
table,  and  passing  the  bill  depending  in  the 
other  House,  would  pnt  a  stop  to  nullification. 
But  what  surety  was  there  even  of  this  1  After 
the  Ist  of  February,  nullification,  -with  all  its 
attributes  and  incidents,  was  to  be  in  full  opera- 
tion in  South  Carolina.  What  would  be  its 
political  operation  t  Where  would  it  end  ?  He 
put  this  question  plainly  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  A  convention  of  the  States 
was  out  of  the  qaestion ;  an  amendment  of  tiie 
constitution  was  out  of  the  question — ^where 
was  the  contest  to  end  t  Why,  the  laws  must 
be  suspended.  South  Carolina,  whilst  repre- 
sented on  this  floor,  (ably  as  she  is,  and  he 
hoped  long  would  be.)  participating  in  the 
muEiDg  of  laws,  would  be  obeying  just  such  of 
them  as  she  pleased,  and  no  more — cutting  and 
carving  with  her  own  sword  to  suit  bwself  t 
What  a  state  of  things  was  this  I 


[Mr.  Oauiouh  here  s&id,  tiiat  Sonth  Carolina 
would  be  content  to  maintain  this  contest  upon 
the  principle  of  protection,  paying,  without 
objection,  whatever  taxes  might  be  reqaired  to 
he  levied  for  the  purposes  of  revenne.] 

Mr.  WiLEiHs — If  South  Carolina  appeals  to 
the  federal  judiciary,  she  can  briug  up  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  any  part  of  the 
revenue  laws  for  decision,  by  the  federal  courts. 
Hr.  W.  had  no  doubt  of  the  influence  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  over  the  pec^lo 
of  that  State,  but  no  one  had  the  power  to  say 
whrt  course  that  State  wonid  take  if  ^e  SDig* 
gestion  d  the  Senator  should  be  adopted,  we 
must  ta^  this  matter  as  we  uifortonately  find 
it.  The  merchants  of  Charleston  may  import 
goods  free  of  dnty,  and  the  merchants  of  Balti- 
more, New  York,  &c.,  mnst  pay  duties.  Tbe 
people  of  South  Carolina  are  exempt  from 
all  taxation  by  duties  on  Imports,  which 
is  the  only  taxation  known  to  our  laws; 
and  the  people  of  the  rest  of  the  Union  are 
compelled  to  pay  taxes.  South  Carolina  par- 
ticipates in  the  benefits,  bat  not  in  the  bur- 
dens of  the  Government  The  ordinance,  to 
this  effect.  South  Carolina  is  pledged  to  main- 
tain ;  and  it  declares  that  no  power  shall  pre- 
vent free  ingren  and  Mress  into  and  Unaa  her 
portsL  Every  stream  of  water  In  the  limits  of 
the  State,  accessible  from-tiie  ocean,  is  made  a 
free  port  Wherever  goods  are  introduced  and 
landed,  all  obli^tion  to  pay  the  duties  vanishes 
before  the  ma^cal  influence  of  nullification. 

The  State  of  South  Carolina  is,  quoad  the 
revenue  laws,  out  of  the  Union.  As  to  the 
revenue  system,  our  fellow-citizens  of  South 
Carolina  are  gone  from  us.  What,  then,  is  to 
prevent  the  gM>ds  imported  into  the  Stato  from 
being  distributed  into  every  part  of  the  interior 
and  along  the  coast  f  A  l^alized  system  would 
be  introdnced — he  would  not  say  of  emnggHng, 
for  he  would  not  impute  so  opprobrious  a  crime 
to  the  anthoritiea  of  that  State ;  but  free  pwts 
make  free  goods,  and  nallifioation  makes  free 
ports.  Well,  mr,  what  will  prevent  the  goods 
from  being  sent  to  other  States?  Take  the 
marks  off  from  the  goods,  and  they  may  be 
sent  anywhere.  If  nullification  exempt  goods 
from  duties  in  South  Carolina,  it  exempts 
them  everywhere.  They  are  marked  "Stato 
rights,"  and  the  vessel  is  called  "Stato  sov- 
ereignty." They  will  not  be  imported  under 
the  glorious  fi^  of  the  Union,  but  under  the 
flag  of  South  Carolina.  Sonth  Carolina  has  got 
her  ordinance.   Now  we  shall  see  how  she  will 

fiut  it  in  execution,  how  it  works  practically, 
t  wiU  make  general  oonAision,  defeat  equality 
in  public  hiudena,  and  demoralize  the  com- 
munity. 

As  nulliflcation  is  now  about  to  go  into  ftill 
operati(m,  what  is  to  stay  the  han£  of  Sonth 
Carolina,  and  prevent  her  from  executing  her 
present  purpose  ?  He  was  aware  of  the  wide 
range  of  discussion  which  the  question  con- 
nected with  this  subject  would  lead  to.  But 
this  was  the  time  for  bringing  those  que^ona 
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Wore  Con^^ss  for  decinon.  Tbej  should 
decide  now,  in  one  or  other.  I  am  young 
and  stoat,  said  Mr.  W.,  and  am  willing  to  see 
the  question  tried,  and  to  abide  the  end  of  it. 
The  whole  qn^tion  comes  to  a  single  [mint 
What  is  the  constitntional  relation  of  a  single 
State  to  tiie  United  States  t  If  the  (?OTemment 
is  merely  an  "alliance  of  States,"  a  federal 
league  between  several  distinct  and  independent 
■oTereignties,  from  which  any  one  mar  with- 
draw, t£ere  is  an  end  of  the  qnestion  and  of  onr 
biU.  For  Sonth  C^rt^ina,  leaning  upon  btr  sor- 
ereigntj  and  reserred  rights,  has  ezerdsed  the 
power  which  she  claims  of  omying  and  disobey- 
ing a  law  of  the  Union,  jnst  as  he  may  construe 
it  to  be  ooDstltational  or  nnconstitntloiML 

An  attempt  on  his  part  to  throw  any  addi- 
tional light  on  this  subject  would  be  as  nnneoes- 
sary  as  to  contribnte  a  drop  of  water  to  the 
ocean.  It  was  enough  for  him  that  he  had  a 
few  well'SetUed  principles  on  this  point,  which 
he  had  always  entertained,  and  which  bad  been 
acted  on  from  the  foundation  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  the  present  time.  The  constitution 
was  formed  by  the  people.  It  was  adopted  by 
liie  States^  which,  uk»  indlTiduala,  sarrendared 
a  portion  of  thdr  sovere^pity  for  the  seonrity 
of  the  rest.  Those  powers  which  are  thus 
BQrrendered,  however  limited  in  number,  are 
supreme  in  extent  and  ai>plication.  The  second 
paragraph  in  the  6th  article  of  the  constitution 
was,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  fVamed  to  meet  this 
very  case — to  meet  State  legislation,  State  nalli* 
fication — to  meet  the  case  of  State  legation 
which  atteiiq>t8  to  overthTow  nationu  le^ 

"  This  CoDstitnUon,  and  the  laws  of  the  tToited 
States,  which  Bhalt  be  made  in  paranance  thereof, 
and  kll  treaties  made  or  which  sbaU  be  made  nnder 
the  aathority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  sn- 
preme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  jadges  in  everj 
State  shall  be  boond  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  Con- 
atitutioQ  or  the  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary 
Botwithstaadiog.**  , 

This  supremacy  of  power  was  necessary  for 
the  general  welfare,  because  it  consists  in  the 
nse  of  powers  which  conld  not  be  confined  to, 
nor  exercised  by,  any  one  State.  We  always 
had  a  Union.  The  great  object  of  the  people, 
from  one  period  to  another,  has  been  to  render 
the  Union  more  perfect."  Vimi^  took  the 
lead  in  tJie  last  attempt,  and  her  statesmen 
-were  among  Its  former  chainpions.  Expnience 
had  manifested  the  want  of  a  supreme  power 
to  bear  Immefiately  upon  the  people  of  the 
States.  The  laws  of  the  old  confederation  bore 
on  the  States  alone.  Hence  the  constitntton 
begins,  "  We,  the  people and  the  conclusion 
of  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article,  giving  pow- 
er to  Oongress  *'  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  forcing  powers,  and  all  otiier  powers 
vested  by  this  conslitatton  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  Statea  or  in  any  department  or 
nfftnAr  thflreo£"  aoj  09  emiuiatio  0(mcltii^n 
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declaring  such  laws  to  be  the  supreme  law  d 
the  land,  in  the  aggregate  sense  of  t^e  term. 

We  owe  allegiance  both  to  the  United  States 
and  to  the  State  of  which  we  are  citizens.  An 
there,  sir,  any  citizens  who  owe  no  allenanoe 
to  the  United  States!  Have  the  peope  of 
South  Oarolina  abandoned  the  proud  title  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  t  Has  the  Gweral 
Government  any  power  or  quality  of  political 
sovereignty  at  dlf  If  it  haa,  tiiat  power  nnut 
be  brought  to  bear  directly  Tipoa  the  pe(^e  of 
the  States,  and  <^eaoh  State. 

The  Government  <tf  the  United  States  fivms 
a  part  of  t2ie  Government  of  each  State,  enters 
into  it,  and  supplies  whatever  may  be  wuitiog 
in  State  powers.  Ton  cannot  bring  about  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  if  their  obligations  and  bhd- 
ing  force  are  not  directly  on  the  people.  If  tb« 
laws  are  brought  to  bear  on  the  States,  thej 
may  wrap  themselves  tip  in  their  sovereign^ 
and  their  reserved  rights,  resort  to  nullifica- 
tion, and,  olidming  the  power  to  put  their  veto 
on  the  acts  of  Congress,  they  may  overthrow 
your  whole  system  of  l^slation.  This  doctrtDS 
unpaira  not  me  sovereignty  of  the  people.  Tfae 
pe^e  retain  tiieir  sorereignt/  in  r^erenM  to 
the  United  States  as  well  as  to  their  reqwctiTe 
States.  They  act  here  as  well  as  in  thdr  State 
Legislatures.  Whenever  yon  exercise  one  of 
your  great  oonstitntional  powers,  the  people  act 
here,  and  are  therefore  bound  by  the  law  which 
they  themselves  made.  This  is  the  perfection 
of  polildcal  institutions.  The  people  mabe  the 
laws,  and  the  laws  govern.  The  States  are  se- 
cure in  their  rights,  and  always  were  secnre. 
He  admitted  their  orinnal  absolute  sovereigat; ; 
but,  as  he  had  said  before,  they  yielded  up  a 
portion  of  that  sovertignly  the  general 
good. 

This  is  ft  oonstitntion  of  power  "mnted," 
as  a  lawy«r  would  say,  "  for  a  valuable  eon- 
nderadon."  By  the  grant  of  tiiesepowers^  jon 
created  the  constitntion  of  the  Union.  Ton 
cannot  take  them  back  at  pleasure.  Here  are 
we  asked — can  the  creature  be  greater  than  tbe 
creator  ?  No.  But  the  creator  may  be  botind 
by  the  act  of  the  creature ;  the  principal 
be  bound  by  the  act  of  the  agent,  if  the  a^t 
acts  in  pursuance  of  delegated  power,  particu- 
larly when  the  interests  of  ^ird  persons  are 
concerned.  We  say  to  South  Carolina,  our 
prosperity  depends  upon  the  permanence  of  a 
system  which  you  created;  and  you  cannot 
take  back  the  power  which  you  gave  to  yoor 
agents  to  exercise. 

On  the  subject  of  practical  nuIlIficatiMii 
Hr.  W.  said  he  had  made  some  notes,  and  the 
very  circumstances  which  be  had  antioipateu 
bad  happened.  From  a  late  number  of  tbe 
Charleston  Mercury,  which  he  held  in  his  bana, 
he  read  an  account  of  a  great  State  rights  meet- 
ing at  Charleston,  whereat  resolutions  were 
adopted  for  forming  companies  to  import  goods 
free  of  duly.  The  merchants  of  South  Oarolina 
would,  it  waa  thought,  be  reluctant  to 
th^  oommercial  credit  and  oonvenieBce  V 
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ftTftDingtiieiiiMlveBof  tbemleTin  lav;  udlt 
had  beoi  doubted,  whether  uie  font  of  the  ot- 
dinanoe  would  be  tried.  Bat,  as  he  had  ex- 
pected, the  poUtidans,  not  the  merchants,  had 
formed  a  phuk  for  trying  the  experiment.  Prep- 
arations had  been  made  to  bring  the  qnestion 
to  an  fssne  as  soon  as  the  1st  day  of  Febroarj 
aniTed.  He  bad  made  a  note  of  the  questions 
which  would  arise  out  of  these  ocHiriderationB, 
bat  he  would  not  detain  the  Senate  by  notidng 
them. 

He  would  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the 
proTinoDS  in  the  bill.  Hie  first  section  of  the 
Dill  ecmtaittB  provinons  whioh  are  preTOitiTe 
and  peaeefhL  Hr.  W.  then  read  from  the  first 
Motion  of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

"  Be  it  enacted,  dc  Thftt  wbeoerer,  by  reuon  of 
unlairAil  obstnictf on%  eombiiuitloiu,  or  uaemblages 
of  persons,  or  onlawnil  threats  or  nwnaees  against 
officers  of  the  TTnited  States,  it  shall  become  im- 
practicable, In  the  Jadgment  of  the  Fretfdent,  to 
exeeate  the  rerenae  laws,  and  collect  the  duties  on 
Imports  in  the  ordinary  way  in  tnj  oollecUon  dis- 
trict, it  shall  and  may  be  lawfnl  for  the  Fresideat  to 
direct  that  the  oastom-honse  for  snch  district  be  es- 
taUished  and  kvgi  in  aoy  seciue  |dace  within  some 
port  or  hariMff  of  sneb  wstriet,  eiiher  upon  land  or 
on  board  anj  vessel,*'  ke. 

It  enjoins  forbearance  on  the  ExeontiTo,  and 
I^TCs  him  power  to  remove  the  oustom-house 
to  a  aeonre  place,  where  the  datiee  may  he  ool- 
leotetL  It  uaTce  the  ports  and  districts  as  th^ 
now  are,  open  for  the  commerdal  couTenience 
of  the  good  people  of  the  State ;  and  even  the 
eastom-honBe  would  not  be  taken  from  the  port 
or  harbor  where  it  now  is.  Our  object  in  re- 
moving the  cnatom-honse  is  to  prevent  all  col- 
Usion,  if  possible.  The  words  "threats  and 
menaoes  "  do  not  ran  throngh  the  reridue  of  the 
section.  Hie  power  ^ven  in  this  daase  is  not 
new ;  the  clause  is  simply  declaratory  of  the 
existing  law,  as  it  has  been  held  by  onr  courts ; 
for  it  has  been  decided,  that  where  it  is  impos- 
■iUe  to  oollect  the  duties,  the  <^eerB  of  the 
coBtoms  may  remove  the  onatom-house. 

The  next  paragraph  providea  tor  tiu  cash 
pt^entof  dnties  under  oirounutaneea  which 
render  it  impossible  to  collect  the  duties  in  the 
ordinary  way.  This  is  no  great  matter.  We 
have  already  abolished  the  credtta  on  dnties  to 
some  extent,  and  this  law  carries  oat  the  system 
farther.  Wh^  should  the  practice  of  taking 
bonds  be  persisted  in  when  they  say  they  are 
not  bound  to  pay  the  bonds.  It-  is  a  mockery 
to  take  bonds  when  the  constitution  and  the 
law  release  the  people  bound  from  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  bonds.  Salts  most  be  brought  to 
enforce  the  p^ment  of  the  bond^  and  tbe  au- 
thority of  the  State  and  federal  tribunals  would 
l2ierebT  be  Ivonght  into  conflict,  which  eonflict 
the  bnl  aooght  to  amid.  The  62d  aeetSim  of 
the  act  of  the  8d  Ibroh,  1799,  refosea  credit  to 
merchants  who  have  refbsed  to  pay  their  bonds. 
The  same  principle  is  applied  to  the  present 
case,  where  people  are  eombiaed  to  prevent  the 
payment  (tfbonai. 


The  third  and  remaining  exigent^  provided 
(br  in  this  first  aectiim  is  uie  authori^  to  em- 
ploy Ute  land  or  navd  forces,  or  mUitia.  TioM 
provision  is  entirely  defensive.  It  merely  con- 
finns  the  authority  for  the  protection  of  the  coa- 
tom-house  and  revenue  officers.  The  sim|de 
question  is — do  yon  require  obedience  to  the 
laws  ?  How  can  yoa  m^e  the  people  of  South 
Carolina  pay  the  duties?  The  custom-house 
officers  are  not  snffidenUy  numerous  to  enforce 
obedience  to  tbe  laws;  pains,  penalties,  indiefc- 
mentSj  all  hang  over  the  head  of  that  man  who 
is  bold  enough  to  exact  payment  The  Le^ar 
ture  forbids  the  enforcement  of  the  law ;  and 
he  who  att«npta  to  enforce  it  must  suffer  tbe 
potalfy  of  the  law  as  surely  he  is  Ofrnvieted 
of  the  ofltoce.  The  marshal,  In  tUa  stage  (tf 
the  business,  cannot  interpose.  Tbe  militia  can- 
not be  called  out,  for  the  best  reason  in  the 
world — that  they  are  committed  in  sapport  of 
the  other  side  of  tiie  qnestion.  Now  what  ia 
to  be  done  ?  It  is  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  shall  be  execnted.  He 
is  invested  with  the  power  by  the  constitation, 
and  the  pnblio  hold  him  resptmrible  for  its  ex- 
ercise, z  on  can  vest  the  power  nowhere  else 
The  first  section  of  the  seoond  article  of  the 
constitntion  invests  tbe  Prerident  witii  the 
"  «nontive  powo*,"  and  he  la  reqnired  to  take 
an  oath  faithftilly  to  exeonte  the  ofiiee  and  pre- 
serve the  constitntion.  The  second  section  of 
the  same  article  makes  him  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States^ 
and  of  the  militia,  when  called  into  actual  ser- 
vice. The  only  qaesti<m  is— ia  it  necessary  to 
^ve  these  means  to  enforoe  the  lawaf  If  we 
mtend  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws,  these 
powers  must  be  g^ven,  and  nowhere  can  they 
be  constitotionaUy  lodged  but  in  the  Presidents 
We  give  Andrew  Jackson  power  simply  to  exe- 
cute, for  a  limited  time,  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
country.  Well,  we  confide  this  power  to  a  man 
who  has  never  abased  any  power  r^osed  in 
him.  He  said  that  these  inmwedinga  were  l<mg 
antichMtted.  They  were  the  milijeet  of  disras- 
sion  daring  fhe  late  Freridentialoontestb  Evenr 
vote  had  an  to  the  Booth.  He  spoke 
with  respect  to  the  other  candidates,  all  of 
whom  he  knew  would  have  supported  the  oon- 
stitution.   He  made  no  invidious  distinctions. 

Why  did  South  Carolina  throw  away  her  vote 
on  a  diBtingaished  individual,  who  was  not  a 
candidate?  With  an  eye  to  this  question.  Why 
did  the  people  of  the  United  States  vote  for 
Andrew  Jackson  ?  With  a  view  to  this  same 
qnestion.  For  this  provision  in  the  law  there 
was  a  precedent,  to  which  he  would  refer. 
The  act  of  9th  January,  1809,  sec.  11-18,  vol.  4. 
p.  194-'5,  to  enfbroe  uie  embargo^  Ac  The  Sa 
section  <H  the  bill  extenda  the  jnriadiotion  of 
the  drouit  courts  in  reveane  cases.  It  gives 
the  right  to  sue  in  these  courts  for  any  injniy 
incorred  by  officers,  whilst  engaged  under  the 
laws  of  Congress  in  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports.  It  declares  that  propertytaken  under 
the  aathorify  of  tbe  laws  of  tbe  United  States 
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■hall  be  irr^leviablfl^  and  oaij  ral^eot  to  the 
Older  and  decrees  of  the  oonrta  of  the  United 
States ;  and  it  gives  the  penalty  for  the  rescue 
of  the  property  as  is  prescribed  bj  the  act  of 
80th  April,  1790,  sec.  22,  ToL  2,  p.  06.  The 
provisions  of  that  law  make  the  penalty  not 
exceed  three  hnndred  dollars,  and  imprisonment 
for  three  months.  This  section  has  two  objects 
in  view  :  first,  it  gives  power  to  the  officers  to 
sne  in  the  federal  conrts ;  and  second,  it  pro- 
vides that  they  shall  not  be  disposseesed  of  prop- 
erty seized  by  them  under  the  laws  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  without  the  authority  of  the 
oonrtBof  the  Uidted  States.  The  olgeet  of  this 
section  ia  to  meet  l^;idation  by  l^daUixi.  Tfawe 
is  nothing  in  thi^proTi^n  snoofcing  or  harsh. 

The  laws  of  Sonth  OaroHna,  made  to  enfbroe 
tiie  ordinance,  are  harsh  and  oppresrive  beyond 
any  of  the  feudal  laws.  Under  the  replevin  act 
of  South  Oarolina,  the  goods  are  first  seized ;  if 
they  are  not  (pven  up,  the  return  is  made,  and 
%eapiat  in  witA&mam  issues;  there  is  then  a 
suit  to  recover  back  the  duties ;  the  custom- 
house officer  cannot  remove  the  suit  to  any 
other  court,  and  the  Judges  and  Jurors  who  are 
to  decide  the  case  are  under  oath  to  sapport  the 
ordinanoe.  For  this  misdemeanor  the  officers 
are  subject  to  a  fine  of  five  hnndred  dollars  and 
two  years'  imprisonment  And  they  are  liable 
to  have  timr  own  property  to  double  the 
amount  of  ttie  goods  seized,  taken,  and  carried 
away.  Every  profeadonal  man  knows  to  what 
cases  a  replevin  law  is  usually  confined.  It 
Tiews  the  custom-house  officer,  while  discharg- 
ing his  duty,  as  a  trespasser.  If  the  replevy  is 
not  obeyed,  the  intermediate  inquiry  which  the 
common  law  provides  is  diaoaraed,  and  a  writ 
of  reprisal  issues.  It  is  not  left  discretionary 
with  the  sheriff  to  take  enough  to  saUsfy  the 
demand ;  but  he  is  bound  to  take  double  the 
amount.  There  is  no  danger  that  this  part  of 
the  law  can  ever  be  executed,  for  no  one  person 
will  haveproperty  enough  for  so  tremendous  a 
grasp.  The  goods  are  taken  finaUy  from  the 
castom-hoase  officer  and  carried  mi  uid  if  he 
attempta  to  recapture  themf  he  is  liaUe  to  a 
fine  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  two  years'  im- 
prisonment. No  such  indictment  Is  subject  to 
traverse ;  that  is,  the  accused  shall  not  cross  it ; 
he  shall  not  deny  the  &ct8  alleged;  he  shall 
not  plead  '*  not  guilty."  This  is  the  technical 
effect  of  refddng  a  traverse.  But  can  the  word 
be  taken  in  that  sense  in  South  Carolina! 
Perhaps  the  word,  as  used  in  the  ordinance,  has 
a  meaning  peculiar  to  the  South. 

3Cr.  MiLLKB  explained.  The  word  had  a  peca-. 
Uar  meaning  in  South  Oaroliaa.  At  the  first 
oonrt  the  aconsed  oould  tea  verse,  but  he  had 
no  ri^t  to  emtinne  the  action.  1^  ordinanoe 
denied  the  right  of  the  aocnsed  to  continue  the 
ease  after  the  first  term,  except  for  cause  shown. 
The  ordinance,  in  creating  this  misdemeanor, 
merely  applies  it  to  the  l^al  forms  which  in 
that  State  apply  to  all  ndsMmeanors. 

Ur.  WiuasB. — ^It  was  »parent  that  the  oaa- 
ititatiott  ct  the  ooorta  in  Sonth  Owolina  nukea 
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it  neeessary  to  i^ve  the  rerenne  offiowa  the 
right  to  sne  hi  the  federal  ooorta.  It  waa  not 
intended  to  restrict  this  right  to  any  amonnt  in 
controversy,  nor  to  dtizeus  of  other  States.  It 
falls  under  the  dause  of  tho  constitution  which 
gives  Jurisdietiota  to  the  United  States  courts  in 
all  oases  arising  under  the  constitution,  treaties, 
and  laws  of  the  United  States.  He  would  put 
a  case  in  a  few  words :  Suppose  the  collector 
of  the  port  (tf  South  Oarolina  is  pipsecuted. 
He  is  carried  to  prison,  or  the  capta$  in  loitAer- 
tuim  is  issued  against  him.  His  property  is  car- 
ried off  and  sold.  The  ease  ocmies  before  the 
Stateoonrt.  Be  aetsfiMih  thaL  under  the  laws 
of  the  Uuted  States,  he  was  obliged  to  do  his 
duty.  On  the  other  aide,  it  Is  aaid  that  the 
laws  <a  the  United  States  had  been  nullified ; 
and  the  State  laws  bad  takm  their  place.  Out 
of  this  issue  springs  a  case  provided  for  by  the 
bill  But  it  is  objected  that  the  case  will 
arise  under  the  State  law.  But,  sbspe  it  which 
way  you  may,  the  case  arises  out  of  tiie  laws 
and  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
jndici^  power  extends  to  all  cases  in  law  and 
equity.  It  ought  to  be  so.  There  ought  to  be 
a  Judicial  power  co-extenrive  with  the  power 
of  legislation,  and  a  co-exteorive  executive 
power.  Without  this  co-extensive  power,  Ie^;is- 
lation  would  be  nseless  in  a  free  Govemment. 
Neither  domestic  tranquillity,  nor  nniformi^  of 
rules  and  dedstona,  can  be  secured  without  it. 

It  may  be  aaid  (continued  Hr.  W.)  that  in 
this  way  you  overturn  the  State  legislation,  and 
that  they  ought  to  give  their  own  direction  to 
State  oonti\)ver8ies.  So  tiiey  may ;  but  let  them 
not  oome  in  collision  with  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  Union.  In  every  oontroversy  within 
any  State,  arising  under  a  State  law,  coming  in 
collision  with  the  constitution,  or  with  a  law  of 
the  United  States,  the  federal  courts  have  ap- 
pellate Jurisdiction.  He  felt  himself  too  mnch 
exhausted  to  read  a  case  or  two  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
But  he  meant  to  emtent  himself  with  a  man  ref- 
erence to  the  ease  of  Martin  «t.  Hunter's  lessee, 
in  Ist  Wheaton,  p.  804,  and  the  case  d  Cohens 
««.  the  State  of  Vir^oia,  6th  Wheaton,  p.  684, 
where  tiiis  point  had  been  decided.  If  appellate 
jurisdiction  be  given,  the  original  could  not  be 
desired.  AU  the  residuum  of  Jurisdiction  re- 
maining, after  the  original  J  uriBdiotion  given  in 
specified  cases  to  the  Supreme  Court,  might  be 
exercised  in  any  way  by  the  inferior  courts 
that  Congress  might  lurect.  These  observations 
were  applicable  to  the  third  section  of  the  bill, 
which  abo  provides  for  the  extensiou  of  judicial 
jurisdiotioD,  by  allowing  the  party  or  officer  of 
the  United  States  sued  in  the  State  courts  for 
exeentiag  the  laws  of  the  Uidon,  to  remove  the 
ease  to  the  mreuit  oonrt  It  gives  the  ri^t  to 
remove  at  any  time  befmre  triu,  but  not  after 
Judgmmt  had  be«i  given;  and  thus  affiwts  in  no 
way  the  dignity  of  l£e  State  tribunals.  Whether 
in  crimiufllor  in  civil  cases,  it  gives  this  right  of 
removal.  Has  Congress  ttds  powv  in  crinunal 
cases?  He  would  aaiwer  thia  qnesti<m  in  the 
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affimu^TO.  CoDsran  had  Ilia  ^ower  to  give 
this  right  in  orimtnal  as  well  as  in  oivil  cases, 
heoaose  the  second  section  of  the  third  article 
of  the  conititntion  speaks  of  all  cases  in  law 
and  eqnity ;  and  these  comprehensive  terms 
coTer  all.  He  referred  to  the  case  of  Matthews 
V*.  Zane,  4th  Cranch,  page  883,  which  decides 
that,  if  two  citizens  of  the  same  State,  in  a  snit 
in  their  State  coort,  claim  title  imder  the  same 
sot  of  OongresB,  the  Supreme  Conrt  has  an  appel- 
late jurisdiction  to  rcTise  and  correct  the  dedsion 
of  that  court. 

The  decision  was  fonnded  upon  the  principle 
that  the  8d  act  of  the  constitation,  considered 
in  ooonection  with  the  Jadidary  act  of  1789, 
wonld  not  stve  it  a  more  eztennve  oonstmction 
than  it  merited ;  and  that  the  great  object  was, 
to  render  nniform  Uie  oonstrootion  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  decisions  ander  them 
npon  the  rights  of  individuals;  and  in  such 
case  it  was  entirely  immaterial  that  hoth  par- 
ties were  citizens  of  the  same  State. 

It  was  admitted  by  Mr.  Harper,  counsel  for 
defendant  in  error,  that  the  exercise  of  Jurisdic- 
tion in  such  case  would  be  undoubted,  if  it  was 
to  maintain  the  anthority  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  against  encroaobments  of  the 
State  authorities.  The  clause  in  the  constitu- 
tion to  which  he  had  adverted  refers  to  the 
oharooter  of  tiie  woixvreny^  wiUiont  regard 
to  the  parties,  or  tiie  particnlar  form  of  the  ac- 
tion. The  object  oi  the  suit,  and  not  the  tribn- 
nal,  determined  the  JurisdictitHi.  Was  it  to  try 
the  validity  of  on  aot  of  congress  f  That  ques- 
tion determined  the  jnrisdiotiou.  Was  it  to  try 
any  indictment  for  treason  I  That  question 
determined  the  jurisdiction.  It  was  more  neces- 
sary that  this  Jurisdiction  should  be  extended 
over  criminal  than  over  civil  cases.  If  it  was 
not  admitted  that  the  federal  judiciary  had  jnris- 
didim  over  criminal  cases,  then  was  nnliifioa- 
ti<«  ratiSed  and  seded  forever :  fbr  a  State 
would  have  nothing  more  to  dotiian  to  declare  an 
act  a  ftiony  or  a  misdemeanw  to  nullify  all  the 
laws  €d  the  Union.   There  were  nnmerons 

Srejudices — ^prejudices  peculiar  to  particular 
tates,  which,  under  any  other  view,  wonld 
throw  all  jurisdiction  into  the  State  tribunals. 

Ur.  W.  would  put  a  case  to  the  Southern 
gentlemen,  by  way  of  illnstration.  It  was  one 
which  they  would  feel  disposed  to  resent,  and 
one  to  which  he  felt  a  repugnance  to  refer ;  but 
he  wonld  take  it  as  illustrative  of  the  opinions 
he  had  thrown  out  There  was  to  be  found  in 
the  constitution  a  clause  which  gives  the  right 
to  the  owner  of  a  dave  to  Borsae  him  from  one 
Bute  to  another,  and  to  take  him  wherever  he 
nu^  find  him.  Now  it  was  known  that  there 
was  in  acme  Kvtea  a  stnMig  feeliiuronthissalH 
ject,  and  that  partionlar^  was  thU  aeni^bility 
to  be  found  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
U  was  carried  to  a  very  great  extent.  In  great 
party  times,  he  would  suppose  that  a  party  in 
Pennsylvania  rallied  on  this  great  principle. 
Pennqrl  vania  was  oovered  over  with  zealous  and 
Ui^tlrre^eotaUeabolitimiaodnties.  He  wonld 
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suppose  that  Pennsylvania  carried  these  fe^Hngs- 
to  saeb  an  extent,  as  to  pass  a  law  to  nullify  tins 

clause  in  the  constitution.  He  stated  that  he  had, 
in  the  judicial  station  which  he  had  occupied,  had 
cases  brought  before  him  for  decision,  m  which 
he  had  felt  it  to  be  extremely  difficult  to  keep 
down  this  feeling.  It  had  been  even  contended 
before  him  that  the  pursuit  of  the  slave  by  his 
owner  into  that  State  was  an  unconstitutional 
act  He  would  suppose  that  Pennsylvania  was 
to  pass  a  law,  deciariuK  that  tJie  moment  a 
slave  sets  foot  on  her  soil,  he  shall  be  at  once 
elevated  to  the  rank  and  privileges  of  a  freeman, 
and  that  thus  Eb»  should  nullify  the  dause  in 
the  oonstitntion  on  this  pcunt. 

It  woidd  be  deemed  very  hard  by  the  sontii- 
em  ^ndemem  that  they  could  not  try  the 
question  of  the  constitutionality  of  that  law 
before  the  Supreme  Court.  And  if  the  State 
of  Pennsylvimia  were  to  pass  a  law  imposing  a 
fine  of  ten  thousand  dollars  and  five  years'  im- 
prisonment on  any  owner  of  a  slave  found  in 
pursuit  of  him,  and  that  her  jurors  and  judges 
are  all  ^wom  to  regard  this  law,  he  wonld  a^ 
whether  the  United  States  courts  could  not 
have  jurisdiction  in  this  matter.  The  power  of 
the  Judiciary  would  be  entirely  nugatory  if  it 
could  be  evaded  by  throwing  the  case  into  the 
form  of  a  criminal  proceeding.  He  refbrred  the 
Senate  to  the  oases  of  the  United  States  «t, 
Moore,  8d  Granch,  p.  159,  where  it  was  admi^ 
ted  that  Congress  might  give  the  power ;  and 
to  that  of  Martin  «.  Hunter's  lessee,  1  Wheaton, 
p.  860-1,  where  it  was  admitted  that  criminal 
are  t^e  strongest  cases. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  was  merely 
matter  of  form.  There  was  no  constitutional 
prindple  involved  in  it.  It  only  authorized  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  to  supply  the  want 
of  a  copy  of  the  record.  It  was  intended  to 
obviate  the  difficulty  which  was  likely  to  arise 
ttam  the  novel  provirion  oontidned  in  the  6th 
seotion  of  the  replevin  law  of  South  Carolina, 
which  makes  it  penal  in  the  cJerk  to  fiiznisfa 
such  record.  This  ifforisiott  did  not  meddle 
with  tiie  penalty  of  the  clerk  of  the  State  court, 
but  contented  itself  with  providing  means  to 
supply  the  deficiency. 

The  fifth  seotion  authorizes  tiie  employment  of 
military  force  under  extraordinary  circumstan- 
oea  too  powerftd  to  be  overcome  without  such 
agency,  and  to  be  preoeded  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  Preffldent,  What  he  had  already  said  bad 
reference  also  to  this  section  of  the  bill.  He  would 
now  merely  refer  the  Senate  to  some  precedents. 

The  first  precedent  which  he  would  notice 
was  to  be  fbm^  in  the  aot  of  Mi^  2d,  1793,  vol. 
S,  p.  S84,  repealed  by  the  act  ot  February  28, 
1796,  renewing  the  power  to  call  forth  the 
militia,  which  act  was  still  in  force.  This  law 
grew  out  of  tiie  Western  Insurrection  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Uke  the  present  bill,  although  it 
was  merely  intended  to  meet  that  exigency,  it 
was  so  framed  as  to  continue  in  force.  So  the 
loll  under  oonHderatioUf  although  it  had  special 
referenoe  to  South  Carolina,  pcnnted  not  to  her 
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alone.  If  the  opposition  to  the  laws  shonld 
extend  itself^  and  the  spirit  of  disobedience 
should  exhibit  itself,  whether  in  the  Sooth  or 
the  Korth,  the  general  principles  of  the  bill 
woatd  be  eqnall7  applicable.  It  was  an  amend- 
ment of  onr  code  of  laws  to  which  tiie  atteofion 
of  Congress  had  now  been  called,  and  which 
was  rendered  immediately  neeeaurj  hj  the 
peculiarity  of  onr  present  sitoation. 

I^e  second  precedent  to  which  he  wonld 
Invite  the  sttoition  of  the  Senate  was  the  act 
of  the  8d  of  March,  160T,  vol.  4,  p.  115.  "  to 
suppress  insurrections  and  obstmctions  to  the 
laws,"  and  "  to  canse  the  laws  to  be  duly  eze- 
onted.^*  That  act  anthorixed  the  President  to 
call  ont  the  land  and  Daval  forces  to  suitress 
insarrections,  &c.  These  were  the  ol{)ectB  for 
which  tiien,  as  in  the  present  bill,  tiiis  extraor- 
dinary power  had  been  conferred. 

Another  precedent  wonld  be  foand  in  the  act 
of  January  S,  1809,  sec.  11,  toI.  4,  p.  194,  to 
enforce  the  embargo,  and  which  gives  the  power 
to  employ  the  laud  aad  naval  forces,  in  general 
terms,  to  asfust  the  castom-honse  officers.  There 
wasattbatrntHDeutagreatexntement,  althoogh 
nothing  like  the  solemn  wwttion  in  which  ttonth 
Oarolina  has  now  placed  herself.  Tet  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  confer  on  the  President 
this  power. 

He  would  now  refer  to  the  last  precedent 
with  which  he  shonld  tronble  the  Senate.  It  so 
happened  in  the  history  of  P^msyivania,  that 
that  State  took  from  Virginia  a  strip  of  land 
bordering  on  the  All^hany  and  Ohio  Rivers. 
Oa  this  strip  of  land,  where  Yir^nia  had  been 
accustomed  to  exercise  jurisdiction,  for  which 
she  had  opened  the  titles,  and  where  she  had 
held  her  courts,  there  arose  an  insurrection. 
This  had  been  called  the  Weatera  Luorreetion, 
bat  it  was  a  rin^ar  fhot  tliat  it  was  confined  to 
tliis  narrow  atnp  of  land  which  Pennsylvaoia 
took  from  Yirgmia.  "Hie  President  was  then 
authorized  to  call  out  the  militia  of  the  State, 
because  they  were  not  committed  agunst  the 
United  States,  but  were  willing  to  obey  the  call. 
The  man  to  whose  name  history  has  no  parallel 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  these  troops  to  quell 
the  iusnrreotion.  All  power  was  placed  in  his 
hands  by  the  act  of  November  24, 1794,  vol.  2, 
p.  461,  and  the  President  was .  authorized  to 
place  in  West  Pennsylvania  a  corps  of  2,500 
men,  viHivt  draughted  or  enlisted. 

The  sixth  seoUon  <^  the  bill  had  reference  to 
the  replevin  lav  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  and  was 
lustified  and  rendered  necessary  by  the  12th 
section  of  that  act,  which  prolubited  any  person 
ttom  hiring  or  pwmitting  to  he  used  any  build- 
ing, to  serve  as  a  jail  for  the  confinement  of  any 

Cirson  committed  for  a  violation  of  the  revenue 
WB,  under  penalty  of  being  a^judsed  gailty  of 
a  misdemeanor,  and  fined  1,000  doUars,  and  im- 
prisoned for  one  year.  The  State  law,  therefore, 
closes  all  the  jails  and  baildings  of  Sonth  Caro- 
lina against  prisoners  held  by  process  from  the 
United  States  for  a  refoaal  to  yield  obedience 
to  their  laws.  It  wag  Q^eoeuary,  therefiaie,  that 


something  dioold  he  done.  The  case  might  not 
be  fully  met  by  the  reaolatiim  of  8d  March,  1791, 
vol.  2,  p.  286 ;  and  this  section  merely  incra-- 
porates  that  provision,  without  the  introdnotion 
of  any  novel  principle. 

The  seventh  and  remaining  section  of  the  bUl 
extends  the  writ  of  habeat  eorpu*  to  a  ease  not 
eovwed  by  existing  laws.  These  laws  do  not 
extend  to  any  other  than  eases  of  oonfinement 
under  the  authority  <tf  the  United  States,  and 
when  committed  for  trial  Refine  the  United 
States  oo^rtf^  or  are  neeeasary  to  testiff.  He 
referred  the  Senate  to  vol  2,  p.  68,  to  the  14th 
section  of  the  judiciary  act.  The  present  seo- 
tion  merdy  extended  tiie  privileges  of  that  act, 
which  was  so  essential  to  the  protection  of  the 
liberties  of  our  citizens.  It  extended  the  act  to 
cases  of  imprisonment  for  executing  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  There  would  be  nothing 
objectionable  in  this  section ;  it  came  in  conflict 
with  no  code  of  law.  If  a  citizen  were  confined 
under  the  provisions  the  ordinance  of  the  24th 
Kovember,  1682,  he  could  have  no  remedy 
under  the  laws  as  they  now  e^sL  As  aU  snc^ 
cases  arose  undw  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  this  section  imly  extended  the  privi- 
leges of  the  writ  of  Aofttfof  corpus  to  meet  thoae 
particular  cases  which  had  originated  in  the 
present  state  of  tilings. 

He  had  now  done,  having  fhlly  attempted  to 
explun  the  reasons  wbidi  had  induced  nim  to 
give  his  sanction  to  tbe  bilL  He  shonld  only 
say,  in  addition,  that  if  it  were  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  to  enact  this  bill  into  a  lav,  he  shonld 
most  ferventiy  pray  that  no  occasion  might  ever 
occur  to  require  a  resort  to  its  providona.  It 
was  his  desire  that  the  present  bill,  when  it 
should  become  a  law,  might  be  rendered  un- 
necessary by  a  return  of  the  state  of  li^>p7 
tranquU^  vldch  vonld  renev  the  oonent  of 
oar  Unioa,  and  might  lie  for  ages  to  oome, 
without  the  necessity  of  re&renoe  to  its  nrovia- 
iona,  dnmbering  in  the  libraries  of  the  lawyer 
and  amtmg  tbe  archives  (tf  les^slation. 


ThubsdaTj  January  81. 

SewMM  Collection  Sill—Povwn  of  tht  Fkhral 

Judiciary. 

The  Sen^  resumed  the  eonrideration  d  the 
bill  farther  to  provide  for  the  oolleotion  of  tbe 
duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  Binn  fialt  very  senslUj^,  he  said,  the 
weight  which  devolved  upon  hiin  in  luatainii^ 
his  views  of  this  subject  ag^nst  an  authority 
so  highly  respectable,  and  so  deeply  seated  in 
the  affections  of  the  people  as  the  author  of  the 

Clamation,  to  the  doctrines  of  which  it  had 
me  his  duty  to  advert.  Bat  whilst  he  stood 
on  the  principles  of  the  eonetitntion ;  whilst  he 
had  on  his  side  the  opinions  of  patriote,  of  lovers 
of  liberty ;  opinions  which  were  delivered  by 
some  of  tbe  most  eminent  of  the  men  who 
framed  the  constitution,  which  opinions  were 
promulgated  throughout  the  United  States  for 
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the  purpose  of  inducing  the  adoption  ot  the  con- 
stitution, he  felt  ttimsw  (dad  in  armor  impene- 
trable to  adverse  ailment  the  high  aathority 
of  tlie  proclamation  notwithatanding. 

What  claase  in  the  constitnUon  delegates  to 
the  Federal  Govermnent  the  sole  power  of 
deeidlng  the  extent  of  the  grant  of  powers  to 
itself,  as  well  as  the  extent  of  the  powers 
reserved  to  the  States  ? 

It  is  said  that  this  power  is  vested  by  the 
constitation  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.   The  provisioDB  are, 

"The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in 
lav  and  eqid^,  sridng  under  the  constitDtion,  the 
lavs  of  the  Utdted  mates,  and  treaUes  made,  or 
vhich  shall  be  made,  under  their  aathorit;." 

"  This  constitution,  and  the  lavs  of  the  United 
States  which  shall  be  made  in  parsoance  thereof,  and 
all  treaties  made,  or  vhich  shall  be  made,  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  sliall  be  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land ;  and  the  judges  in  every  State 
eh^  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  constitu- 
tion or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  eontrary  notwith- 
standing." 

These  are  the  two  provisions  of  the  constitn- 
tioa  which  are  referred  to  as  delegating  the 
power  to  the  Snpreme  Oonrt,  to  be  the  sole 
jndge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  granted  and 
of  uie  powers  reserved,  and  as  denying  to 
the  States  the  sovereign  power  of  proteoting 
themselves  gainst  the  osorpation  of  their  re- 
served powers,  authorities,  and  privileges.  If 
the  delegation  to  the  Snpreme  Court,  and  pro- 
hibition to  the  States,  are  not  contuned  io  these 
two  dansea,  then  they  are  not  to  be  found  in 
the  federal  oonstitntion. 

The  latter  claase  caimot  tondi  the  question  in 
debate,  for  that  only  declares  the  supremacy  of 
the  oonstitntion,  and  the  treaties  "  and  laws 
made  in  pursuance  thereof."  Powers  exercised 
contrary  to  the  constitution,  acts  done  contrary 
to  the  constitation,  by  the  exercise  of  anthoriUes 
not  nndo-  but  in  Tiolation  of  the  oonstitntion, 
and  by  usnrpstion  of  State  li^ts,  State  authori- 
ties, and  State  privileges,  are  the  subjects  nnder 
consideration. 

Let  us  examine  the  former  clause;  '*The 
jodicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  eases,  in  law 
and  equity,  arising  nnder  this  constitution.'* 
The  case  must  be  of  "judicial  power;"  it  must 
be  a  case,  *'  in  law  or  equity,"  arising  nnder  the 
conBtitution.  The  expression  is  not  *<to  all 
cases  arising  under  the  constitation,  treaties, 
and  laws  of  the  United  States ; "  but  it  is  to 
all  cases  in  law  and  equity."  ' 

Use  is  the  law  and  rule  of  speech."  By 
tbifl  law  and  tluB  rule  we  mnst  examine  the 
language  of  the  oonstitntion. 

A  jtraidal  power  it  one  snl^jeot ;  a  pofiticsl 
power  is  another  and  a  diflbrmt  snltjec^  A 
case  in  law,  or  a  case  in  equity,  is  one  subject ; 
a  political  case  is  another  and  a  different  subject. 

Judicial  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under 
the  regular  exercise  of  constitutional  powers, 
by  laws  and  treaties  made  by  authority,  are 
different  fimn  pcdittoal  questions  of  naarpatioii, 
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snnnonnting  the  constitnlioiL  and  involving  the 
high  prerogative  authcnities,  and  privueges 
of  the  sovereign  parties  who  made  the  constitu- 
tion. 

In  jndidal  cases  arising  under  a  treaty,  the 
court  may  constme  the  treaty,  and  administer 
the  rights  arising  under  it  to  the  parties,  who 
submit  themselves  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
in  that  case.  But  the  court  must  confine  itself 
within  the  pale  of  judicial  authority.  It  can- 
not rigbtinlly  exercise  the  political  power  of 
the  Government  in  declaring  the  treaty  null, 
because  the  one  or  the  other  party  to  the  treaty 
has  broken  this  or  that  artide ;  and,  therefore, 
that  the  whole  treaty  is  abrmited.  To  ju(ke 
of  the  breach  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  by  the 
sovereign  ocmtractang  parties,  and  in  case  of 
breach  to  dissolve  that  treaty,  and  to  dedare 
it  no  longer  obligatory,  is  a  political  power 
belonging  not  to  toe  jud)<uary.  It  belongs  to 
other  departments  of  the  Government,  who  will 
judge  of  the  extent  of  the  iruury  resulting  from 
the  violation,  and  whether  the  reparation  shall 
be  sought  by  amicable  nejfotiation,  or  whether 
the  treaty  shall  be  dedared  no  longer  obligatory 
on  the  Government  and  the  people  of  the 
injured  party.  Yet,  by  the  law  of  nations,  the 
wilful  and  deliberate  breach  of  one  article  of  a 
trea^  is  a  breach  of  all  the  artides,  each  beinc 
the  consideration  of  the  others ;  and  the  iijnrea 
party  has  the  right  so  to  treat  it. 

By  the  act  approved  on  the  7th  of  July,  1798. 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  dedared 
themselves  of  right  ft^ed  and  exonerated  from 
the  stiptilations  of  the  treaties  and  of  the  consu- 
lar convention  theretofore  concluded  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  and  that  tliey 
should  not  thenceforth  be  regarded  as  legsJIy 
obligatory  on  the  Government  or  citizens  of  the 
United  Stetes,  because  of  the  repeated  violations 
on  the  part  of  the  French  Government,  dec. 

Before  this  dedaration,  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  was  bound,  in  cases  of 
judidal  cognizance  coming  before  them,  to  take 
the  treaties  as  obligatory,  and  to  administer  the 
rights  growing  out  of  the  treaties  between 
France  and  the  United  States.  After  that 
dedaration,  the  court  was  bound  to  consider  the 
treaties  as  abrogated.  The  courts  had  no 
power,  before  the  act  of  July,  1798,  to  inquire 
mto  violations,  and  therefore  to  declare  the 
treaties  not  obligatory.  After  that  act,  they 
had  no  power  to  demand  evidence  of  the  viola- 
tions recited,  and  revise  the  political  decision  (A 
the  Government. 

To  declare  these  treaties  no  longer  obligatory 
was  a  political  power,  not  a  judicial  power. 
Tet  the  Tiolations  of  these  treatiM,  committed 
under  the  anthority  of  the  French  Government, 
and  the  consequent  injuries  to  the  citizens  and 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  conseqaent  there- 
from, before  the  act  of  July,  1798,  wore  "oases 
arising  nnder  the  constitution  "  and  treaties  of 
the  United  States.  But  the  jndioial  power  did 
not  extend  to  those  oases  crif  violatltni,  so  as  to 
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declare  the  treaties  no  longer  obligatory.  The 

Snestioa  whether  those  violations  shonld  or 
tiould  not  abrogate  the  treaUes,  did  not  make 
a  case  in  law  or  emiitj  for  the  decision  of  a 
judicial  tribunaJ.  Yet  they  were  cases  arising 
onder  the  constitution.  The  power  to  decide 
them  belonged  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  as  a  political  sovereign ;  but  the  judicial 
power  did  not  extend  to  them ;  those  oases 
beloDged  to  the  political  powo^  not  to  Uie 
jndicial  powers  of  the  Government. 

The  Bnldah  courts  of  admiralty  executed  upon 
the  commerce  of  U]e  United  States  the  British 
orders  in  coundt,  disclaiming  the  power  to 
decide  whether  those  orders  in  ooanoil  were 
conformable  to  the  ^neral  law  of  natioDs, 
which  every  nation  is  bound  to  respect  and 
observe.  In  like  manner,  the  French  courts  of 
admiralty  executed  upon  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

The  British  and  French  courts  bad  not  cogni- 
zance to  judge  the  sovereign  powers  of  the 
nations,  and  to  dedare  those  orders  and  decrees 
ooDtraiy  to  the  law  of  nations ;  that  was  not  a 
Judiciu  power.  So  the  courts  of  tiie  United 
States,  even  the  Supreme  Oourt,  had  not  the 

Sower  to  declare  the  treaties  between  the  Uiuted 
tates  and  France,  and  Great  Briti^n,  no  longer 
obligatory  upon  the  citizens  and  Government  of 
the  United  States,  because  0/  the  multiplied 
wrongs  and  ii^nries  committed  upon  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  under  color  of  those  orders 
in  council  and  decrees,  infracting  the  law  of 
nations  and  treaties,  and  hostile  to  the  rights  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Those 
cases,  in  their  effects  upon  the  treaties  and 
amicable  relations  between  the  United  States 
and  those  Governments,  did  not  fall  within  the 
Jn^ial  power  of  Uie  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Those  questions  did  not  fall  within  tho  deaorip- 
tioQ  of  "  oases  in  law  and  equity,"  as  used  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  conferring, 
vesting,  and  defining  the  powers  of  the  judicial 
department.  Those  political  powers  belong  to 
other  departments  of  the  Government.  Accord- 
ing to  the  law  and  rule  of  speech  established 
by  Qse,  such  powers  are  classed  under  the 
denomination  of  political  powers,  prerc^tive 
powers,  not  onder  the  head  of  judicial  powers. 

Before  I  proceed  to  illustrate  by  other  exam- 
ples the  distinctions  which  I  have  taken  be- 
tween political  powers  and  judidal  powers,  be- 
tween political  questions  or  cases  and  jndicial 
questions  or  cases,  I  will  refer  to  the  declaration 
of  one  whose  opinions  on  constitutional  ques- 
tions I  know  will  command  respect;  a  man  to 
whose  opinions  I  willingly  yield  my  respect, 
without,  however,  snbmibung  with  that  implicit 
£uth  which  belongs  to  foola.  On  the  resoln- 
tioQS  of  Hr.  Livingston,  touching  the  conduct 
of  President  Adams,  in  causing  Thomas  Nash, 
alia$  Jonathan  Bobbins,  to  be  arrested  and 
delivered  over  to  a  British  naval  officer,  with- 
out any  accusation,  or  trial,  or  investigation  in  a 
court  of  justice,  Hr.  Af^sholl,  then  a  represent- 
ative of  Virginia,  jio^r  chief  justice  of  the 
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United  States,  in  defending  the  condnct  of  the 
President,  thus  delivered  his  opinion  in  thst 
debate. — (Appendix  6,  ^heaton,  p.  17.) 

'*  By  extending  the  jndicial  power  to  all  cases 
in  law  and  equity,  the  constitution  had  never 
been  understood  to  confer  on  that  departmeoit 
any  political  power  wliatever.  To  come  witiiin 
this  description,  a  question  must  assume  a  l^ftl 
form  for  forensic  litigation  and  Jndidol  dednon. 
There  must  be  parnea  to  come  into  coart,  who 
can  be  reached  by  its  process,  and  bound  hj  its 
power ;  whose  rights  admit  of  ultimate  decision 
by  a  tribunal  to  which  they  are  bound  to  enb- 
mit.  A  case  in  law  or  equity  may  arise  under 
a  treaty,  where  rights  of  individuals  acquired  or 
secured  by  a  treaty,  are  to  be  asserted  or  de> 
fended  in  courts."  *  "  But  the  jndicial  power 
cannot  extend  to  political  compacts."  This 
distinction  between  a  political  power  and  a 
judicial  power  is  recognized  and  acted  upon  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  case  of  WUliams  ct.  Annroyd,  7  Oranch, 
428,  488. 

Again  in  the  case  of  Harbnir  ea.  Uadison, 
(1  Oranch,  187 ;  Ist  Peters*  Oondenaed  Reports, 
879,)  this  diatinotion  between  the  political  pow- 
ers of  Government  and  the  judicial  power  is  most 
explicitly  avowed  and  reo(^;nizea  by  the  Su- 
preme Court.  The  supremacy  of  that  court  is  a 
judicial  snpreroaCT  only.  It  is  supreme  in 
reference  to  the  ouier  courts,  in  questions  of  a 
judicial  character,  brought  within  the  sphere 
of  judicial  cognizance  by  controversies  which 
shall  have  assumed  a  Ic^  form  for  forensic 
litigation  and  judicial  decision.  There  must  be 
parties  amenable  to  its  process,  bound  by  its 
power,  whose  rights  admit  of  ultimate  decision 
by  a  tribunal  to  which  they  are  bound  to  sub- 
mit. *'Qne^ons  in  their  nature  pcditioal,  or 
which  are  by  the  oonatitntion  and  laws  sub- 
mitted to  tiie  £xecatire,  can  nerer  be  made  in 
thia  ooarb" 

The  decision  of  the  Executive,  upon  politi- 
cal questions  submitted  to  its  discretion,  is  as 
supreme  as  the  decision  of  the  conrt  within  its 
jurisdiction.  Neither  department  ought  to 
invade  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other ;  so  said  tbe 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  Karbory 
vi.  Madison.  A  iudioal  decision  binds  the  par- 
ties litigant  In  that  particular  case,  not  others 
who  are  neither  parties  nor  privies,  whose  rights 
and  privileges  are  separate  and  distinct  Not 
even  the  court  itself  is  bound  to  ^ve  the  like 
decision  between  other  parties,  where  a  aimilHr 
question  may  he  involved.  Pnidence  will  dic- 
tate that  a  former  deoimon  be  not  lightly 
disregarded,  but  adhered  to  in  a  subsequent 
case,  unless  the  judges  see  on  error  in  the  (otmer 
dedidon.  But  nonesty  requires  that  an  erro- 
neous opinion  be  not  carried  into  doctrine,  and 
error  perpetuated,  merely  because  of  the  first 
error.  Errors  should  be  corrected,  not  per- 
petuated. To  err  is  the  lot  of  man ;  to  ooireet 
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an  error,  is  noble  and  praiseworthy.  No 
decision  binds  in  law,  or  in  morality,  bejond 
the  riglits  of  the  parties  liti^nt,  and  uiose 
claiming  under  them  as  privies;  and  even 
tiiere,  not  until  the  Ume  for  a  new  hearing  or 
re-trial  has  expired.  Bat  as  to  all  other  per- 
sons, it  binds  not  It  is  contrarr  to  the  first 
prinoifiles  of  jnstioe,  that  the  rimtai,  faiterests, 
and  privileges,  of  any  person  shovld  be  decided, 
negatived,  and  abrog^ed,  before  be  is  heard  to 
xnuce  good  his  title  and  his  claim,  his  rights  and 
his jnsuSoation.  Ood  in  hb  infinite  wiMom  did 
not  condemn  Adam  unheard.  And  this  exam- 
ple of  divine  wisdom  and  justice  is  fit  to  be 
imitated  by  human  tribunals. 

When  parties  preseat  themselves  before  tbe 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  litigate 
the  judicial  (question  involved  in  that  contro- 
versy, the  decision  of  the  court  binds  the  rights 
and  interests  therein  represented  and  litigated ; 
it  binds  no  others. 

The  pnUio  rights,  privileges,  aathorities,  and 
preroeadves  of  the  States,  are  not  the  proper^ 
of  inoividnals,  and  cannot  be  represeutea  and 
brought  up  for  deci^on  by  indtvidnals. 

In  a  case  between  two  citizens,  parties  to  an 
ejectment,  claiming  lands,  the  one  party  under 
a  grant  from  the  State  of  New  York,  the  other 
under  a  grant  from  the  State  of  Oonnectioat, 
in  tbe  gore  which  was  dtumed  by  both  States, 
the  court  was  competent  to  decide  the  private 
rights  and  interests  of  the  parties.  But  that 
decision  could  have  no  controlling  inflneQce 
over  the  line  of  jurisdiction  between  tbe  two 
States ;  because  those  States  were  not  parties. 
So  aa^  the  Snprente  Oonrt  of  Uie  United  States 
in  tiie  oases  m  Fowler  v».  Miller,  and  Fowler 
ei.  lindsay,  (8  Dallas,  p.  411.)  And  one  of  the 
jndges,  in  delivering  his  opinion,  with  whom 
all  concurred,  askea  emphatically,  "  On  what 
principle  can  private  citizens,  in  the  litigation 
of  their  private  clMms,  be  competent  to  fix 
the  important  rights  of  sovereignty  I " 

The  twelfth  amendment  to  the  constitution 
takes  away  the  jurisdiction  which  had  been 
^ven  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  hold  jnrisdictjou 
of  a  suit  against  one  of  the  United  States  by  a 
citizen  of  another  &ate,  or  by  citizens  or  snb- 
ects  of  any  fiireign  States;  but  leavea  the 
arisdiction  oon&ired  over  oontroversles  be- 
tween two  or  more  States.  If  two  Staten, 
therefore,  have  s  omtroTersy,  which,  in  its 
character,  makes  a  case  in  law  or  equity 
proper  for  judicial  cognizance,  it  may  be 
oroof^t  before  the  Supreme  Court.  Contro- 
Tones  between  two  or  more  States,  aboat  terri- 
tory or  Umits,  may  be  litigated  before  the 
Supreme  Coart  of  the  United  States.  But  then 
each  State  must  have  an  opportunity,  as  a 
party,  to  prosecute  or  defend  her  right  before 
the  decision  can  bind  bar.  Those  are  qnestions 
of  mmm  et  tuum  ;  rights  of  property  whioh  one 
State  claims  to  the  exclnuon  of  the  other ;  not 
political  rights  belonging  to  all  the  States  re- 
spectively, where  tiie  ri|^ts  and  powers  of  one 
State  do  not  exclude  bnt  estaUuh  the  ri|^ 


of  each  and  every  other.  Such  rights  claimed 
for  all,  as  belonging  equally  to  each  and  every 
of  the  States  respectively,  cannot  make  a  con- 
troversy in  law  or  equity  between  two  States. 

Political  powers  not  delegated  to  the  Federal 
Government,  political  powers  reserved  to  the 
States,  constitute  tbe  subjects  of  the  proposi- 
tions which  are  affirmed  on  the  odb  aide,  and 
deided  on  the  other.  The  propontions  affirmed 
are,  that  the  powers  of  Uie  Federal  Government 
result  from  the  oompaet  to  which  the  States  are 
parties ;  that  tbese  powers  are  limited  by  the 
plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  instrument  con- 
stituting that  compact,  and  no  further  valid 
than  they  lure  authorized  by  the  grants  enumer- 
ated in  that  compact;  "than  that,  in  case  of  a 
deliberate,  palpable,  and  dangerous  exercise  of 
other  powers,  not  granted  by  the  said  compact, 
the  States,  who  are  parties  thereto,  have  the 
right,  and  are  in  duty  bound,  to  interpose  for 
arresting  tbe  progress  Vt  tbe  evil,  and  for  main- 
tuning,  within  their  raqwotive  limits,  the  au- 
thorities, rights,  and  libeities,  appertidning  to  * 
them." 

If  the  Congress  of  the*  United  States  usurp 
and  exercise  a  power  not  delegated,  but  re- 
served, it  is  evident  that  the  controversy  about 
this  exercise  of  power  mast  be  between  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  States. 
How  is  this  controversy  to  gat  into  the  courts, 
and  finally  to  tbe  Supreme  Court,  so  as  to  bind 
the  State  as  one  party,  and  tbe  Government  of 
tbe  United  States  as  the  other  party  ?  For  on 
no  principle  can  private  citizens,  in  tlie  litigation 
of  their  i^vate  olums,  be  competent  to  fix  the 
important  ririita  at  sovereignty.  A  decision  in 
a  case  to  wnidi  a  State  is  not  a  party  cannot 
bind  the  State ;  it  is  rM  inter  aUet  aeta.  So 
said  this  court,  to  whom  these  litigated  ques- 
tions of  the  limits  of  sovereign  power  are  sup- 
posed to  be  referred,  by  those  who  deny  t£e 
right  of  the  States  to  interpose. — ^Fowler  «. 
Miller  and  Lindsey,  S  Dall.  412. 

Mr.  Callender  was  tried,  convicted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  fine  and  imprisonment  in  the  State  of 
Virginia  by  the  federal  court,  under  the  sedition 
law.  Now,  it  is  clear  that  Mr,  Callender  was 
not  in  his  individual  person  the  representative 
of  the  State  of  Yirfpnia,  so  as  to  bind  that  State 
by  the  decirirai,  aad  fix  her  soverdgn  rights. 
Mr.  Lyon  was  tried  and  sentenced  in  Vermont 
under  tlie  sedition  law  by  tho  federal  oourt ;  yet 
that  daemon  did  not  bind  the  State  of  Vermont. 
Mr,  Cooper  was  sentenced  for  sedition  by  the 
federal  conrt  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  yet 
that  did  not  bind  that  State;  neitber  did  all 
Uiese  decisions  bind  the  States,  nor  settle  the 
point  that  the  sed  ition  act  was  valid  and  constitu- 
tional ;  nor  would  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  have  had  that  effect  if  such  cases  could 
by  law  have  been  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

To  bind  a  State,  and  command  obedience  to 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  a  question 
relating  to  a  daogttvos  usurpation  of  powers 
not  duegated,  bnt  retained  by  the  States,  It  is 
neoessiuT  that  a  case  shoold  be  brooghf  befiwe 
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that  eoort  between  the*  United  States  and  a 
State,  as  parties  litigant ;  because,  according  to 
the  first  principles  of  jorisprudenoe,  none  bnt 
the  rights  of  parties  are  boand  hy  the  decision. 

Where  is  the  grant  of  pover  to  the  jndidal 
department  to  Itold  a  plea  of  eontrovenj 
between  the  United  States  and  a  State,  as 
parties  In  a  controversy  tonohing  the  political 
powers  alleged  to  be  reserved  to  the  States, 
respectively,  and  not  delegated  to  the  Federal 
GovemmeDt  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  consti- 
tution which  gives  color  to  the  idea  that  a  snit 
can  be  muntained  in  the  Supreme  Oourt,  or  in 
any  of  the  inferior  coarts,  between  the  United 
States  as  plaintifis  and  a  State  as  defendant,  or 
between  a  State  as  phuntiff  aninst  the  United 
States  as  defendanl^  to  settle^  a  controverted 
qnestioQ  <^  delegation  and  reservation  of  politi- 
csl  powers  I  Woatd  such  a  salt  be  a  case  in 
lav  or  equity  aooording  to  any  wage  of  K>eeeh  t 
JjeA  US  try  to  frame  the  complaint  on  uie  one 
dde,  and  the  defratoe  on  the  other,  and  come  to 
.  ^e  J  udgment,  nixHi  tiie  alien  and  sediUon  laws. 
What  aeotenee  is  to  be  passed  npon  the  State  ? 
I  suppose  that  her  resolations  were  seditious 
and  nnconstitntional ;  that,  she  should  forever 
thereafter  acknowledge  that  the  alien  and  sedi- 
tion laws  were  constitutional ;  that  she  repeal 
her  &lse  and  seditaons  resolutions.  Ridjcu- 
lonsl 

Let  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United 
States  try  to  frame  a  bill  in  equity,  or  an  indict- 
ment for  the  United  States  against  a  State  or 
States ;  or  the  Attorney-General  of  a  State  to 
ftame  a  declaration  at  mr^  or  bill  in  eqidty,  or 
indictment,  for  a  State  ag^nst  the  United 
States,  to  try  the  controverted  questions  of 
political  powers  delegated  and  rettUned  by  the 
States ;  draw  out  the  pliunt,  and  it  will  appear 
at  first  blush  to  be  an  anomaly,  not  known  in 
the  vocabulary  of  "  cases  of  law  and  equity," 
not  to  be  classed  under  the  judicial  power  over 
cases  in  law  and  equity,  according  to  any  law 
or  rule  of  speech.  There  is  no  grant  of  power 
to  the  Supreme  Court  to  hold  Jurisdiction  of 
any  such  plaint  or  bill.  Such  a  plaint  in  law  or 
in  equity  would  be  a  novelty  in  the  history  of 
judicial  powers.  Th^  portentous  consequences 
of  Budi  a  Jaris(Uoti(HX  in  the  court  wonld  strike 
wiUi  terror  and  amassment  as  soon  aa  siwh  a 
prooesB  should  be  institatcd. 

Hie  alien  act  of  Jane,  1798,  was  enacted 
when  the  United  States  were  at  peaoe  with  eH 
&e  world.  By  this  it  was  declared  that  it  shall 
be  lawM  for  Oie  Preddent  of  the  United  States 

to  order  all  such  aliens  as  he  ehall  Judge  dan- 

Cos  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  United 
38,  or  shall  have  reasonable  grounds  to  sus- 
pect are  concerned  In  any  treafxmable  or  secret 
machinations  ag^nst  the  GovemmeDt  thereof^ 
to  depart  oat  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  within  such  time  as  shall  be  expressed  In 
mch  order."  Any  alien,  so  ordered  to  depart, 
faand  at  large  within  the  United  States,  after 
the  time  limited  in  gacb  order,  and  not  having 
obtdoad  s  license       the  Freddeat  to  remain, 
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was  subject  to  be  imprisoned,  on  convictim 
of  such  disobedience,  and  never  admitted  to 
beeome  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  To 
obtain  a  licrase,  sncb  ali^  was  to  prove  his 
isnoeoMM,  and  to  give  bond  and  aecnrity  for 
his  good  behavior,  and  for  not  vii^ting  Us 
Uooise ;  wldoh  the  Preddoitt  however,  nu^t 
revoke  at  his  pleaanre.  All  aliens  ordered  to 
depart,  who  did  not  obtain  license  to  ranain, 
were  liable  to  be  arrested  and  sent  out  of  tlie 
United  States,  at  the  discretion  of  the  lYesident 

This  act  was  not  levelled  against  the  citizoia 
of  any  power,  State,  or  potentate,  at  war  with 
the  United  States,  for  there  was  then  no  decla- 
ration of  war  by  the  United  States  agunst  any 
foreign  power.  There  was  another  act  passed 
in  July,  1798,  "  respecting  alien  enemies,**  pro- 
viding for  a  case  of  war,  and  operating  only 
npon  the  Mtizens  or  subjects  of  the  nostile  nation 
ot  Qovemment.  This  act  of  Jane,  1798,  was 
levelled  at  alien  Mends ;  aghast  those  who  had 
been  invited  by  the  policy  of  the  States,  and 
the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  free  inatitations,  to 
fiy  from  the  opiH'essions  and  convulaons  <tf  the 
old  world,  and  seek  an  asylum  in  the  Strtes; 
against  oppressed  humanity,  seeking  a  home  on 
our  peaceful  shores.  All  this  nnmerous  class  of 
aliens,  not  then  having  completed  their  natarali- 
zation,  were  placed  at  the  discretion  of  the 
President,  to  be  removed  upon  suspicion,  with- 
out the  form  of  a  trlaL  except  in  tne  mind  and 
judgment  of  the  President.  The  sediti<Hi  law 
operated  npon  citizens  as  well  as  aliens. 

These  two  acts,  when  made  to  bear  against 
particular  individually  might  haira  been  the  sah- 
jecta  of  judical  investigation  in  each  partionlar 
case ;  but  the  dedricn  hi  such  case  wonld  have 
affiscted  ooly  the  personal  rights  of  the  indi- 
vldusls,  parties  to  the  jndi<ual  proceeding,  bnt 
could  not  fix  and  bind  the  important  righta  <^ 
the  State  sovereignty  involved  in  those  two 
acts  of  Congress.  Those  acts,  altboogh  they 
had  never  been  broi^^ht  to  bear  npon  a  dngle 
person,  did  Invade  the  political  rights  and 
powers  of  the  States,  violated  that  secnrity  for 
liberty  of  speech,  of  the  press,  of  the  pwsoa, 
which  the  States  respectively  had  a  right,  and 
were  in  duty  bound,  to  nuuntain  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions ;  and  counteracted  the 
policy  and  intereets  of  the  States,  by  driving 
from  their  shores  alien  fHen^  whmn  uielr  lawa 
had  encoQri«ed  and  invited  to  settie  their  vast 
tracts  of  wild,  uncultivated  lands ;  the  faith  ot 
a  sovereign  State  was  pledged ;  that  Bovereign 
was  bound  to  take  care  that  its  plighted  &ith 
was  not  violated  by  the  usurpation  of  another 
potentate.  The  private  rights  and  personal 
security  of  individuals,  and  the  political  rights, 
authorities,  and  powers  of  the  State  Qovem- 
ments,  were  both  invaded  and  violated  by 
these  two  acts.  An  individual  might  be  in- 
dicted for  sedition,  tmd  sentenced,  or  be  arrested 
for  refusing  to  depart  aoonrdhig  to  the  order  of 
the  President,  and  tiie  court  might  reftjse  to 
dischai|^himnp«i  AoAsofwriMia.  Theprivate 
rights  of  the  faidividaal,  'whm  violated  voder 
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color  of  the  alien  or  sedition  lav,  might  be  sab- 
mitted  to  the  judicial  powers.  Bat  the  political 
powers,  anthorities,  aod  liberties  of  a  State, 
Tiolated  bj  those  laws,  cannot  be  snbjected  to 
tiie  Jndicial  power  of  a  federal  coort,  supreme 
or  inferior;  they  cannot  be  arrested,  tried, 
oondemned,  removed  or  extingai^ed.  Such 
DBsea  as  do  not  fSoll  properly  nndw  the  dennni- 
nation  of  jadioial  powers,  of  oases  <»F  law  and 
eqail^f  according  to  oommon  nsage  and  acoepta- 
tion  antecedent  to  the  oonstitntioD,  reqnired  an 
numeration  aod  express  delegmcm  to  the 
Jodidal  department  to  hold  cognizance  of  such 
classes,  oi  which  there  are  examples  in  the 
oonstitntion ;  saoh  as  controversies  between 
two  or  more  States,  and  between  a  State  and 
foreign  States,  &o. 

The  distinctions  between  political  and  jndicial 
powers;  between  jndicial  eases  in  law  and 
eqoity,  and  political  cases ;  between  the  bind- 
ing c^ect  of  a  jodidal  decision  on  the  parties 
Utigant,  and  its  want  of  obligatory  force  on 
others,  not  parties  nor  privies,  are  very  neoes- 
aBi7  to  be  oiwerved. 

The  disregard  of  the  nsage  of  speech  ante- 
cedent to  the  consMtntion,  and  of  the  distino- 
tiona  jnst  mentioned,  wonld  remove  the  land- 
marks of  iha  compact.  It  would  convert  the 
Supreme  Oonrt  into  a  political  coonoil  and 
board  of  control,  to  administer  the  politioal 
opinions  of  its  members.  It  would  confer  on 
the  Supreme  Court  powers  too  gigantic  and 
terrific,  too  dwgerous  to  the  peace  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  reserved  powers  of  the 
States,  and  to  the  safety  of  tiie  Union. 

It  would  9an7  along  with  it  the  power  to  the 
Supreme  Court  to  deade  upon  the  aoquiution 
of  new  territoriea,  and  upon  the  admimou  of 
States  into  the  Union,  fSormed  out  of  sudi  pur- 
chased territories ;  the  power  to  decide  how  far 
infractions  <Kf  treaties  and  delays  d  reparation 
did  abrogate  thoee  treaties  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations. 

The  whole  system  of  the  United  States,  for 
ascertaining  and  adjusting  private  land  claims 
in  the  newly  acquired  territories  by  commis- 
sioners, reserving  the  final  deoinon  to  the  Con- 
gress, depends  upon  the  distinction  I  have 
taken. 

Bemove  these  distinctions,  and  the  powers 
of  the  l^^dative  and  executive  depaj^nents 
^pend  on  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court: 
ana  Uie  limits  of  ita  own  powns  woold  dqitfid 
Txgaa  its  own  wilL 

A  new  mode  of  drawing  to  the  Federal  Qov- 
emment  the  reserved  powers  of  the  States  is 
let  in,  which  evades  and  pats  to  naught  the 
safeffoard  to  the  u^nority  of^ the  States  jmrovided 
by  fbe  compact  against  amendments.  The  door 
is  open  to  usurpation  and  tyranny,  by  giving 
the  Fedfflvl  Goremment  the  sole  and  entire 
control,  ind^endoit  any  omtrol  ctf  the 
States. 

By  the  theory  of  the  constitution,  if  the  Oon- 
gress  desire  to  exennse  &  new  power  not  before 
aelegatedi  thej  must  draw  upon  Ihe  Btatea  for 


[Sksatk. 

a  farther  surrender  and  delegation  of  another 
portion  of  their  reserved  powers.  To  sanction 
snch  new  delegation  of  power,  three- fourths  of 
the  several  States  most  consent,  by  ratifying 
the  amendment  proposed.  Bat  in  practice, 
under  this  new  doctrine,  that  whatever  power 
is  sanctioned  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  is  constitutional,  and  the  States 
have  no  power  to  interpose,  a  bare  migority  of 
both  douses  of  Congress,  with  the  assent  of  the 
Freddent  and  the  Snprdme  Court,  or  two-thirds 
of  both  Houses  with  the  assent  of  Ute  Supreme 
Court,  without  the  assent  of  the  President,  may 
alter  the  constitution  at  pleasure.  If  the  Con- 
gress exercise  any  of  the  powers  reserved  to  the 
States  by  passing  an  act,  let  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  a  litigation  between  two  citizens,  in 
which  this  law  is  incidentally  drawn  in  question, 
sanction  it  as  constitational,  then,  according 
to  this  unlimited  power,  conferred  on  the 
Supreme  Court  by  construction,  the  act  would 
be  constitutional  law,  sound  constitutional  doo- 
trine.  Protect  the  authors  of  the  law  from  ft 
public  examination  of  th^  conduct,  by  the 
terrors  of  an  aU«i  and  sedition  law,  to  spmk  or 
to  write  agunst  the  authors  of  the  law  would 
be  seditions ;  to  oppose  the  law  by  force  would 
be  treason,  rebeUion  I  So  say  those  who  con- 
tend for  the  unlimited  power  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  decide  *'aU  cases  arising  under  the 
constitution  fmd  laws  of  the  United  States  t " 
Deny  the  rights  of  the  States  to  interpose  to 
arrest  the  usurpation,  and  where  is  the  remedy  ? 

Happily,  a  Legislature  cannot  be  indict^  of 
sedition ;  a  State  cannot  be  iadicted  of  treason, 
and  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  a  court.  The 
general  rev<dt  a  wh(de  nation  against  usuipa- 
iian.  and  oppresidoa  eannot  jumy  be  called 
rebellion.  Truth  is  comprehended  by  examining 
principles.  A  whole  people  resisting  oppres- 
sion, and  vindicating  their  own  liberty  and 
constitution,  commit  no  crime  in  so  doing. 
Private  men,  who  swear  alle^ianoe  to  the  con- 
stitution, who  swear  "obedience  ad  Ugem^^ 
swear  no  obedience  *'  extra  vel  contra  Ugem.'" 
The  oath  can  detract  nothing  from  the  consti- 
tution ;  nothing  from  the  publio  liberty,  which 
the  constitution  was  intended  to  protect.  It 
admits  the  right  to  protect  and  preserve  the 
oonstitntion,  and  imposes  a  du^  to  avenge  th^ 
violation  of  it. 

By  the  constitution,  t^e  diversified  partioolar 
interests  of  the  States  were  hitendw  to  be 
under  the  regular  action  of  the  Federal  Qovem- 
meut,  seoored  and  reserved  from  federal  leg^ 
lation:  Ist,  by  a  Judicions  selection  of  the 
delegated  powers,  the  exercise  of  which  were 
most  likely  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  all 
the  States,  and  least  Ukely  to  bear  oppresidvdy 
upon  any  one  of  them ;  2d,  by  regnlations  and 
prohibitions  upon  the  exercise  of  those  powers 
so  specified  ami  del^ated,  so  as  to  render  their 
action  unif6rm  in  aU  the  States,  and  to  guiurd 
against  a  preference  or  favoritism  towards  any 
of  the  States ;  Sd.  by  ffuarding  against  amend- 
ments which  might  delegsto  additional  powers, 
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and  divest  the  States  of  farther  portions  of 
Bovereignty,  onless  such  amendments  were 
propos^  by  two-thirds  of  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, or  two-tiifrds  of  the  L^pdatores  of  the 
aevenl  States,  and  afterwards  ratified  hj  tiiree- 
foortbs  of  the  States. 

Bat  by  this  new  doctrine  of  anpremacf  of  the 
fedend  court,  an  irre^Iar  action  of  the  Federal 
Goyemment  is  BabsUtated  in  place  of  amend- 
ment. Usnrpation  of  power,  if  sanctioned  hy 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  made  eqaal  to  an  addi- 
tional grant  by  an  amendment  of  tbe  conatitu- 
tion.  A  majority  of  the  States  combined  in 
interest  may,  if  sanctioned  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  exercise  any  powers  not  delegated, 
not  necessary  and  proper  to  ezecnte  the 
powers  especially  delegated,  bat  new  sab- 
stantiTe  powers  to  the  Oovemment,  added 
by  oonstniotion,  destraetlve  of  the  particular 
interests  and  prosperity  of  a  minority  of 
the  States— powers  which  two-thirds  of  both 
Houses,  or  two-thirds  of  the  Legislatures  of  tbe 
States,  would  not  propose;  or,  if  proposed, 
would  not  be  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  the 
States  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitntion. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  is 
not  sadi  sufficient  check  and  safeguard  against 
the  encroachments  of  the  central  Qovernment 
upon  the  State  GoTemmenta.  The  number  of 
judges  of  the  Snpreme  Court  is  not  defined  by 
the  coQstitaUon.  That  number  is  bat  seven  at 
present.  Four  are  a  majority  of  the  court.  Bat 
the  number  may  be  increased  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Congress  and  a  Preddent,  so  as  to  ^ve  a 
m^erity  of  a  desired  politicjal  cast.  These 
Radges  hold  their  oBc^  for  life,  removable  by 
impeachment  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  conviction  by  tbe  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
of  tbe  Senators.  Their  responsibility  ia  too 
remote,  and  the  number  too  few  for  a  high 
prerogaMve  court,  with  power  to  adjust  the 
political  powers  of  tbe  Federal  and  State  Gov- 
ernments, and  try  the  Federal  Government 
when  impeached  of  usurpation  and  encroach- 
ment npon  the  reserved  powers  belonging  to  the 
States,  If  the  central  Government  be  acoased 
of  enoroaohment  and  asorpation,  its  triers,  tbe 
Snpreme  Ooart  jndges,  are,  in  tbsxr  tarn,  liable 
to  M  impeached  and  tried  by  the  central  Gov- 
ernment. The  Congress  who  commit  the  usur- 
pation are  tiie  only  persons  who  can  impeach 
and  try  their  jnd^s.  The  offending  Congress 
are  to  be  tried  by  their  Judges ;  and  tho  oSend- 
ing  judges  are  to  be  impeached  and  tried  by  the 
ofieuding  Congress.  There  is  but  little  wise 
and  practical  security  in  this  agmnst  the  en- 
croachments of  the  central  Government.  No 
pluDtiff  would  feel  vety  safe  if  the  defendant 
hod  the  sole  power  to  appoint  the  jury,  with 
the  power  snperadded  to  accuse  that  jury  of 
misoondooL  and  try  the  aoonsation.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  those  wise  and  practical  statesmen 
and  patriots  who  framed  we  new*federal  con- 
ffUtutaon  had  designed  the  Supreme  Court  to  be 
the  sole  prerogative  ooart  of  Idgh  and  ultimate 
oommiaafon  to  try  the  central  Government  for 


(Jahiuht,  1888. 

usurpation  of  powers  not  del^ated,  and  the  final 
and  sole  safeguard  for  the  reserved  powers  of  the 
States,  th^  would  have  devised  some  more  cer- 
tain and  direct  responsibility  of  the  judges  to  tlte 
States,  than  1^  refiuting  t^eir  impeadtment  to 
C<»)grass,  who  must  be  parties,  ^ers,  and 
abettors  in  the  usurpation.  The  States  would 
not  have  adopted  tbe  constitation  if  they  had 
been  informed  that  such  was  to  be  its  interpre* 
tation. 

Are  there  no  dangers  to  liberty  to  be  appre- 
hended from  referring  all  the  politic^  powers 
of  the  Federal  Government,  and  all  tbe  reserved 
powers  of  the  States,  to  the  guardiaaabip  of  a 
few  judges  appointed  for  life,  not  removable, 
except  by  impeachment  for  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors; not  impeachabie  or  removable  for 
error  of  opinion  ?  So  far  removed  from  respon- 
sibility, (*'  for  impeachment  is  not  now  even  a 
scarecrow,")  if  tran^rmed  into  apolitical  ooort 
instead  of  a  Judicial  bibunal,  is  there  no  canse 
to  apprehend  that  a  majority  of  the  judges  may 
administer  their  theory  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment should  be,  instead  of  the  theory  as  actually 
adopted  by  the  States!  Are  no  judicial  opin- 
ions tinctured  and  discolored  with  the  party 
feelings  and  opinions  of  the  day  t  Is  tbere  no 
cause  to  apprehend  that  the  judges  will  follow 
up  the  maxim  taught  in  the  law  schools,  and  is- 
sued from  the  bench,  "  eit  bonijudieU  anqtliari 
jt^udietwnem^"  not  only  to  the  enlargement  of 
their  own  powers,  but  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  powers  and  increase  of  the  jnrinictaim  ot 
tiie  Federal  Oovermnent,  as  the  means  conven- 
ient and  proper  to  the  end,  tbe  am^ifieatiai 
of  their  own  jurisdiction  t 

If  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  to 
have  the  final  and  ezdudve  authority  to  settle 
political  questions,  touching  encroaohmenta  np- 
on the  reserved  powers  of  the  States,  and  all 
other  political  qnestjons  arising  nnder  the  con- 
stitution, then,  superadded  to  tliose  qualifica- 
tions which  have  heretofore  been  thought  essen- 
tial for  a  judge,  the  primary  consideration  in 
selecting  him  ought  to  be,  in  what  political 
school  has  he  been  brought  up }  What  are  his 
political  opinions  on  certtdn  great  contested 
political  questions  f  To  what  political  part7 
does  he  Iwong?  I  respect  a  court  of  jnstice, 
but  I  abhor  a  party  court.  Let  its  not,  hj  con- 
struction, transform  a  court  of  Justice  into  a 
political  council  of  state.  Let  us  not  transform 
the  emblem  of  justice  into  the  emblem  of  power. 
Let  us  not  donle  the  sanctuary  of  justice  with 
the  passions  of  political  parties  oratencUng  for 
political  powers. 

If  the  Supreme  Court  is  once  acknowledged 
to  be  tbe  ultimate  tribunal  for  settling  the  boun- 
daries of  political  po^er  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  State  Governments,  so  as 
to  bind  tbe  parties  to  the  compact,  then  it  will 
inevitably  follow  that  the  court  will  be  the  sub- 
ject of  political  party  strife.  Reform  in  the 
court,  by  infusing  a  new  spirit  by  other  or 
additional  Judges,  will  become  the  aul^eot  of 
political  party  strife  as  much  as  reform  in  the 
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ezecnHve  administratloa.  TfaeDU^orityof  Oon- 
gresa  and  the  Executive  might  at  any  time  add 
to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  a  sufficient 
number  of  judges  to  carry  an  importuit  ques- 
tion of  potittcaJ  power.  The  British  ministry 
advised  the  KiDg  to  create  a  sufficient  nnmbco' 
of  new  peers  to  carry  the  reform  biU.  The 
power  of  a  msgority  of  Congress,  with  tlie  lud 
of  the  President  to  create  new  judges,  for  a 
special  occasion,  is  as  effectual  as  the  power  of 
the  King  to  create  new  peers. 

Tlie  nrinciplea  of  civil  justice  to  be  admin- 
istered by  the  judicial  tribunals  are  fixed,  immu- 
table, and  eternal ;  they  are  so  nearly  assimi- 
lated in  all  dvilized  nations,  that  Uiey  may  be 
made  universal.  But  the  notions  of  pcditical 
justice,  and  balances  of  political  power,  are 
mutable  and  raiiant,  dialing,  like  the  com- 
plexions, habits,  education,  and  feelings  of  poli- 
ticians. 

If  the  Supreme  Court  is  to  be  the  sole  and 
exclusive  judge  in  the  last  resort,  not  only  of 
{ndicial  questions  properly  submitted  to  it  by 
the  forms  of  the  constitution,  but  also  of  aU 
questions  tonoliing  the  confines  of  political  pow- 
ers delegated  and  not  ddwated  by  the  compact, 
then  not  only  the  IfmaUtive  and  executive 
departmoitB  of  Government  hold  th^ 
powers  at  the  will  oi  Hob  court,  bnt  the  con- 
currence of  this  court,  -with  the  other  departs 
mentq  of  the  Federal  Government,  in  usurped 
powers,  might  snbvert  forever,  and  beyond  the 
posdble  reach  of  any  rightftil  remedy,  the  very 
constitution  wMch  all  were  instituted  to  pre- 
serve." If  one  of  the  parties  is  to  be  tiie  sole 
and  exclusive  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers 
to  him  delegated,  and  of  the  concessions  made 
by  the  other  pu^tea,  then  such  purty  would 
have  im  unlimited  and  supreme  authority 
over  the  other  parties.  It  is  not  sufficient  to 
discriminate  in  theory  the  several  classes  of 
powo-,  and  distribute  them  between  the  legis- 
lative, exeoaUve,  and  jndjoial  departments; 
neither  will  it  safflce  to  mark  with  predion 
the  boundaries  between  the  powers  delegated 
to  the  Federal  Government  and  those  retained 
by  the  States,  and  tmst  to  these  parchment  bar- 
riers for  defence  a^idnst  the  insatiable  appetite 
and  restless  gnawings  of  power.  Experience 
teaches  that  the  efficacy  of  such  paper  barriers 
is  too  f«eble  to  withstand  the  scorching  de- 
nres  of  j>ower,  and  that  some  more  adequate 
defence  is  indispensable  to  secure  the  more  fee- 
ble agtunst  the  more  powerM  members  of  the 
Government. 

The  judicial  dei>artment  does  not  present  the 
requisite  secari^  in  matters  of  soeh  transcend- 
ent and  vital  importance.  The  judges  of  the 
Bnpreme  Court  are  too  few  in  nutnoer.  The 
permanent  tenure  by  which  their  appointments 
are  held,  as  well  as  their  salaries  and  the  mode 
of  their  appointment,  destroys  all  sense  of  de- 
pendence on  the  States,  and  lifbj  ^em  above  the 
common  burdens  of  the  people ;  and,  from  the 
very  nature  of  their  callings,  they  see  human 
nature  in  the  worst  light. 


These  are  but  too  apt  to  infhse  into  tiieir 
minds  high-toned  notions  of  a  forcible  consoli- 
dated Government,  as  necessary  to  "  save  the 
people  from  their  worst  enemy — 'themselves.** 
Judges,  in  a  long  course  of  official  duties,  are 
familiarized  to  the  sight  of  frauds,  chicaneries, 
misdemeanors,  and  crimes  f  accustomed  to  ex- 
ercise the  force  of  the  laws  upon  knavish 
wealth,  naked  poverty,  and  squalid  vice ;  they 
are  but  too  apt  to  confound  the  distinction 
between  the  judicial  powers  necessary  to  admin- 
ister  the  laws,  and  political  powers  necessary 
to  pVescribe  the  laws ;  between  the  poyers  ne- 
cessary to  be  ^ant^  to  secure  and  protect 
againrt  a  violation  of  the  laws  by  the  vidons, 
and  the  powers  necessary  to  be  reserved  to  tibe 
good  for  protection  and  secnrity  i^ainst  a  vio- 
lation and  abuse  of  the  political  powon  of  the 
Government. 

In  England,  fhim  the  time  that  AlfVed  hnng 
tiie  forty  judges  for  illegal  and  corropt  practices, 
to  the  trial  and  conviction  of  Algernon  Sidney 
for  high  treason,  in  writing  t^at  celebrated  trea- 
tise on  Government,  (which,  since  his  execution, 
has  been  published,)  agunst  the  divine  right  of 
kings,  ana  the  doctrines  of  non-resistance  and 
passive  obedience,  and  from  tiiat  time  to  this, 
the  history  of  Judicial  power,  as  ezercisedf 
teaches  this  solemn  truth— judges  are  but  men, 
fallible  men. 

The  histo^  of  judicial  power  in  our  own 
country  and  in  our  days,  is  not  less  impressive. 
But  I  forbear. 

Irespectan independent, uprightjudge.  There 
is  a  generous  confidence  yielded  by  the  moral 
sense  of  the  community  to  such  an  ofBcer.  He 
is  looked  upon  as  the  guardian  of  civil  rights, 
the  protector  of  life,  liberty,  and  property. 
But  the  judge  who  exhibits  himself  as  the  zealot 
of  a  political  party,  freezes  the  generous  confi- 
dence of  the  peo^e,  and  tarns  it  into  fear  aod 
trembling. 

Now,  Hr.  President,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinotly 
understood,  that,  whilst  I  concur  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Vir^nia  and  Kentucky  resolutions  of 
1798,  1799,  and  1800, 1  do  not  mean  to  approve 
the  time,  manner,  and  occasion  in  which  South- 
Carolina  has  applied  them  to  practice.  They 
are  great  conservative  principles,  not  to  be  car- 
ried into  practical  effect  hut  on  great  and  press- 
ing emergencies,  when  all  other  means  of  stay- 
ing the  hand  of  lawless  aggression  have  been 
tried — unsuccessfully  tried ;  and  when  war  and 
revolution,  in  Governments  diff'erently  organ- 
ized from  ours,  would  be  justifiable  in  tiie  eyes 
of  liberal,  enlightened,  and  impartial  men. 
These  great  conservative  powers  and  privil^es, 
like  all  other  powers,  are  liable  to  abuse  in  the 
hands  of  indiscreet  and  heated  partisans.  Bnt 
yet,  as  some  great  conservative  power  is  ne- 
cessary to  contix)!  the  Government  itself,  to  hold 
it  in  subjection  to  the  conBtitution,  to  keep  it 
within  the  limits  of  delegated  power,  I  believe 
such  regulating  check  more  safely  lodged  in  the 
whole  body  of  a  State — a  whole  nation  of 
and  there  less  liable  to  abuse  than  if 
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lodged  in  tbe  hands  of  &  few,  and  those  few 
ezimed  to  vaaay  temptations  to  sanction  the 
UBonutions,  as  partioipatorfl  in  tiie  power  and 
emommeuts  of  uie  nsarpation. 


Satdbdat,  Febmarjr  3. 

Meeenue  OolUetiim  BiU—Powen  of  (A0  ^Aeral 
Judiciary, 

The  bill  to  provide  farther  for  the  collection 
of  the  duties  on  imports  amin  oomingr  np-j 

Mr.  SlBBLiiraEDTSKir  said:  When  the  soiate 
adjourned  jesterdi^,  I  was  referring  to  the  acts 
of  Gongrese  orgam^g  the  judiciary  of  the 
United  States,  and  thereby  preserving,  in  full 
spirit  and  enei^,  the  principles  that  the  laws  and 
the  Oonstitation  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
ooneidered  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  This 
provision  of  the  constitution,  and  the  le^lation 
upon  it,  constituto  an  impregnable  fortress, 
agunst  which  speculation  and  sophistry  will 
spend  their  force  in  vaUi.  There  is  no  tyro  in  the 
schools,  there  is  not  an  honest  independent  yeo- 
man who  tills  our  soil,  who  cannot  comprehend 
the  whole  argument  on  this  subjeet  Any  man, 
when  he  finds  that  the  laws  of  Congress  are  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  finds  laws  carrying 
out  this  provinon,  knows  where  sovereignty  is 

f laced  by  the  constitution  a  thousuid  tames 
etter  than  idl  the  abstract  propositions  in 
the  world  would  teach  him.  The  people  are 
not  to  be  speculated  out  of  their  senses,  and 
of  this  we  have  had  a  recent  and  very  satis- 
factory assurance.  The  principles  of  the  proc- 
lamation were  greeted  with  almost  imiversal 
approbation  throughout  the  land ;  no  paper,  ex- 
cept the  Declaration  of  Independence,  had  ever 
been  received  by  the  people  with  more  heartfelt 
aatis&ction ;  none  new  be,  except  that  sacked  in- 
Btrnment ;  for  in  those  bygone  aavB)  there  were 
many  discordant  voices  heard  amjd  the  general 
rejoicing.  Bnt  now  there  is  bat  one  voice,  from 
Georgia  to  Maine,  with  the  exception  of  that 
'  whi<£  comes  from  a  single  qaarter.  Who  can 
fail  to  bless  God  that  the  people  are  thus  true 
to  the  prindples  of  their  fathers,  and  are  thus 
raady  to  protect  and  maintain  the  work  of 
tiieir  fathers  f  If  nnllification  receive  not  its 
condemnation  in  our  days^  I  know,  said  Mr.  F., 
it  will  receive  the  execration  of  all  posterity. 

Why  was  it  that,  in  onr  constitution,  the 
State  judiciary  was  required  to  regard  the  au- 
thority of  the  laws  of  Congress  as  supreme! 
Why  was  it  that  in  the  26th  section  of  the 
jncUciary  act,  an  appeal  from  the  State  to  the 
federal  courts  is  granted?  The  fathers  of  the 
constitution  knew  no  other  way  to  support  the 
snpremacy  of  the  laws  of  Congress  than  this. 
They  provided  that  all  questions  aridng  under 
Ihe  constitution  should  be  referred  to  and  de- 
cided by  the  judicial  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. They  with  that  temperate  wisdom 
which  characterizes  all  their  acts,  suffer  the  dis- 
^  pnted  questions  to  go  from  conrt  to  conrt  They 
try  the Judiofol  oo^QQ^je  of  eveiy  eottrt;  and 


if  tiie  State  tribonal  decides  unconstitntionall  j, 
tiie  Snpreme  Oonrt  of  the  United  States  has 
power  to  reverse  their  decision.  No  argument 
whi4^  he  could  urge  would  add  to  the  wei^t 
which  those  wise  provinons  would  have  in  set- 
tiing  this  question.  They  prove  the  high  regard 
which  our  fathers  had  [<a  this  princi^e  of  the 
constitution,  and  their  extreme  anxiety  to  pre- 
serve and  perpetuate  it. 

As  a  matter  of  history,  it  would  be  interest- 
ing to  look  at  the  circumstances  attending  the 
paasage  of  the  judiciary  bin.  In  what  we  sonae- 
timea  call  the  popular  branch  of  Congress,  in 
the  Honae  oS  fiiepresent&tives,  it  met  witli  each 
unaaimons  support,  that  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
not  called  for  when  the  question  was  taken. 
In  the  Senate,  where  the  bill  originated, 
fourteen  voted  in  the  afiBrmative,  and  six  in  the 
negative.  Three  of  the  natives  were  from  the 
South,  and  three  from  the  North.  Two  of  the 
Southern  negatives  were  from  the  Senators 
from  the  State  of  Vii^ia.  But  he  was  pOTsoa- 
ded  that  the  opposition  of  Virginia  to  the  bill 
did  not  arise  from  any  .objection  to  this  mode 
of  preserving  the  constitotion  and  lawa.  Vir- 
ginia opposed  all  tiie  provisions  of  tiie  iudidary 
system,  as  we  oiwaiiiied  i%  from  objeetums 
which  she  had  to  the  fwm,  not  to  Uie  oqject 
its  esteblishment.  That  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia  did  not  oppose  the  principle  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  tiie  United  States  is  the  arbi- 
ter in  the  lost  resort,  he  would  show,  from  a 
previous  piece  of  lustory,  which  he  took  great 
satisfaction  in  bringing  before  the  Senate.  To 
go  back  to  the  transactions  of  former  times,  to 
contemplate  those  acts  of  our  predecessors, 
which  have  illustrated  their  own  and  our  fame, 
was  always  pleaMn^  and  profitable ;  and  it  was 
with  great  satisfaction  that  he  oooid  bring  up, 
on  thu  occasion,  the  voice  of  good  old  Yii^nia 
in  favor.ctf  the  constitotion ;  and  he  bopea  it 
wonld  pnt  down  fwever  those  qpeonlatioDB 
whioh  wonld  rain  iko  constitntitKif  and  defeat 
thehraes  of  the  world.  The  opinion  of  Virginia, 
to  which  he  should  refer,  was  given  at  an  inter- 
esting time.  The  State  of  Pennqrlvania,  one 
of  the  prondest  States  of  the  Union,  (he  meant 
no  invidious  distinctions,  she  was  one  of  the 
largest,  wealthiest,  and  most  powerful  of  the 
States,)  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  det^ 
mined,  in  the  Olmstead  case,  to  resist  the  deci- 
sion of  the  United  States  court,  and  to  resist  it 
unto  blood,  llie  Le^slatore  went  so  far  as  to 
pass  laws  to  call  out  the  milttia  to  resist  the 
federal  process.  The  judiciary  went  on  in  its 
qniet  steady  way.  Notice  was  given  to  fte 
marshal  and  to  the  Preddent,  that  the  State  of 
Pomifylvania  wonld  rerist  the  process,  but  there 
was  no  flindiing  in  that  day.  The  marshal 
was  ordered  to  execute  the  law  and  the  Becrea 
of  the  court  An  order  was  given  to  imprison 
the  defendants.  Even  gallantiy  was  overlook- 
ed, (for  ladies  were  the  defendants  and,  in  a 
case  where  the  life  of  the  constitution  was  at 
hazard,  they  would  not  even  stop  for  them, 
and  the  issoe  was  abont  to  be  tned  anasL 
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inDBjWania,  at  this  pinnt,  iraa  patriotic  and 
prudent  enough  to  retire,  and  pvo  op  tiie  con- 
test Notice  was  given  to  the  marshal  to  make 
np  the  debt  and  costs,  and  the  amoant  was 
forthwith  piud.  Pennsylvania  would  not,  at 
the  last  pinch,  encounter  the  constitution.  Haay 
patriots  appeu-ed  then,  and  offered  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  cause,  and  to  die  in  the  last 
ditch.  The  same  language  was  used  then,  as  we 
hear  from  South  Carolina  now.  But  Pennsyl- 
vania had  too  mnoh  patriotism  to  pastf  her  op- 
position to  the  extremity  of  war.  Bhe  gave 
np  point,  and  proposed  an  aqiandmeot  to 
the  conatitDtioii,  for  the  establisbjiisit  of  a  tri- 
bunal to  settle  all  di^ntes  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  States.  She  took  the  advice  of 
Yirs^nia,  and  reocorded  her  xesptmse  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  PreamUe  and  reioIttUoDS  on  the  proportion  of 
Penttsylvanift  to  amend  the  constitation  of  the 
Umted  States. 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  com- 
manicadon  of  the  Governor  of  FennsylvaDia,  cover- 
ing certain  resoluUoDS  of  the  Legislature  of  that 
State,  propo«Dg  an  ameodmeut  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  appdntment  of  an 
imparUal  tribuul  to  dedde  dfopntes  betweMi  the 
^te  and  federal  jadldaiy,  have  bad  the  same  un- 
der their  consideration,  and  are  of  opinion  that  a 
tribunal  is  ab^dy  provided  by  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  to  wit,  the  Supreme  Court,  more 
eminently  quaUfled  from  their  habits  and  duties, 
from  the  mode  of  th^r  selection,  and  from  the 
tenure  of  tbdr  offices,  to  decide  the  disputes  afore* 
said  in  an  enlightened  and  impartial  manner,  than 
any  other  tribunal  which  could  be  erected. 

*'  The  members  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  selected 
from  those  in  the  United  States,  who  are  most  cele- 
brated for  virtue  and  legal  learning :  not  at  the  will 
of  a  single  iudividual,  but  by  the  concurrent  wishes 
of  the  Frendent  and  Senate  of  the  United  SUtes; 
they  will  therefore  have  no  local  prejudices  and 
partialities. 

*'The  duties  they  have  to  perform  lead  them  ne- 
cessarily to  the  most  enlarged  and  accurate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  and 
several  ^te  courts  together,  and  with  the  admi- 
rable symmetry  of  our  GoTemment. 

**The  tenure  of  tb^  offices  enables  them  to 
pronounce  the  sound  and  correct  opinions  they 
may  have  formed,  without  fear,  &vor,  or  partiality. 

"  The  amendment  to  the  constitution  proposed 
by  FennsylvaDia  seems  to  be  founded  upon  the  idea 
that  the  Federal  Judiciary  will,  from  a  lust  of  power, 
enlarge  their  jurisdiction,  to  the  total  annihilation 
of  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  State  courts ;  that  they 
will  exercise  their  will  Instead  of  the  law  and  the 
constitution. 

"  This  ai^nment.  If  it  proves  any  thing,  would 
operate  more  strongly  gainst  the  tribunal  proposed 
to  be  created,  which  promises  so  little,  than  agunat 
the  Supreme  Court,  which  for  the  reasons  ^ven  be- 
fore, had  every  thing  connected  with  their  appoint- 
ment calculated  to  insure  confidence.  What  security 
have  we,  were  the  propraed  amendmutts  adopte^ 
that  this  tribunal  would  not  substitute  their  will 
and  their  pleasure  ia  the  place  of  the  law  f  The 
Judiciary  are  the  weakest  of  the  three  departments 
Dt,  uidle< 
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rights  of  the  constitution.  They  hold  neither  the 
purse  nor  the  sword,  and  even  to  enforce  their  own 
judgment  and  decrees  must  ultimately  depend 
upon  the  Executive  arm.  Should  the  federal  ju- 
diciary, however,  unmindful  of  their  weakness,  un- 
mindful of  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  themselves 
and  their  country,  become  eorrnpt,  and  transcend 
the  Gmita  of  their  jutisdietlOD,  would  the  proposed 
amendment  oppose  even  a  probable  barrier  in  such 
an  Improbable  state  of  things  t 

"  The  creation  of  a  tribumU  sach  as  has  been  pro- 
posed by  Pennsylvania,  bo  far  as  we  are  enabled  to 
form  an  Idea  of  it  from  the  description  given  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  tnat  State,  would, 
In  the  opinion  of  yoor  committee,  tend  rather  to 
invite  than  prevent  a  colUsion  between  the  fedenl 
and  State  eonrta.  It  might  also  become.  In  process 
of  time,  a  serious  and  daugerous  embarrassment  to 
the  operations  of  the  General  Government. 

"JRetolvvd,  then/on,  that  the  Legislature  of  tUs 
State  do  disapprove  of  the  amendment  to  the  con- 
^tution  of  the  United  Slates  proposed  by  the  Le* 
gislature  of  Pennsylvauta. 

"  RetolmtL,  alao.  That  his  excellency  the  Gover- 
nor l>e  and  he  is  hereby  requested  to  transmit  for^ 
with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
of  this  State  In  Congress,  and  to  the  Executive  of 
the  aereral  States  in  the  Union,  with  a  request 
that  the  same  may  tie  laid  before  the  LegMatore 
tbereof. 

"  January  2S,  1810. — Agreed  to,  unanimously,  by 
the  House  of  Delegates. 

"January  26,  1810.— Agreed  to  by  the  Senate, 
unanimously." 

This  doctrine  is  as  sound  as  pure  gold  seven 
times  tried.  Here  is  the  very  issue  which  South 
Garolina  seeks  to  try.  Pennsylvania  called  oat 
her  militia  to  uphold  her  sovereignty,  and  in  a 
well-advised  hour  retracted  her  appeal  to  force, 
and  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  constitution, 
for  uie  purpose  of  effecting  her  object.  Sat 
good  old  Virginia  respected  the  wisdom  of  our 
fathers,  and  dedured  uutt  the  constitution  which 
they  had  provided  oonld  not  he  bettered  by- 
amendments.  She  reftised  to  sanodon  an 
amendment  which  would  diqtense  with  tiie 
judiciary  of  the  United  States.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  what  a 
most  admirable  system  of  Government  is  ours. 
It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  tyrants  and 
the  friends  of  power  all  over  the  world  look  at 
it  with  envy  and  jealousy.  We  cannot  but 
perceive  that,  by  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments, each  acting  in  their  respective  spheres, 
the  principles  of  liberty  must  ever  he  preserved. 
New  York  cannot  infrii^e  upon  the  rights  of 
Pennsylvania,  nor  Pennsylvania  upon  the  rights 
of  Yiirrinia.  The  States  cannot  come  into  con- 
fliot  with  each  other,  nor  can  the  General  Gov- 
ernment interfere  wuh  the  rights  and  jnris^o- 
tion  (tf  die  several  States.  Bat  as  we  have  great 
intwests  in  oommon,  the  wisdom  of  our  pre- 
decessors provided  a  sovereignty,  above  that 
of  the  several  States,  to  attend  to  the  common 
interests.  This  constitution  was  watched  over 
with  sleepless  vigilance,  as  he  hoped  it  always 
wonld  be,  and  ^eottuJIy  guarded  against  all 
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enoroAohmeDtt.  Whet  o«n  Uie  General  Gorern- 
mmit  do  to  prosb-ato  the  liberUea  of  the  States, 
when  twenty-four  of  l^oee  States  inpport  it  and 
oontinae  its  existence  and  power  t  Since  he 
had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  nere,  he  had  often 
been  sorry  to  hear  the  General  GoTemmoit 
mively  spoken  of  as  an  alien  ezcresoente. 
Oar  own  work,  the  dearly  cherished  constita- 
tion,  bequeathed  to  as  by  oar  fathers,  had  been 
scouted  at  aa  an  odions  foreign  importation; 
and  the  Supreme  Ooart,  which  keeps  in  check 
the  different  powers  of  the  State  and  Federal 
Governments,  had  been  spoken  of  as  a  thing 
down  below  which  the  aovwdgn  States  onght 
not  to  submit  to.  He  r^oioed  that  this  sul^ect 
ma  now  fiiUjbef(H«  the  people.  Be  believed  that 
flie  crins  had  been  broa^t  to  them  in  the  be- 
nignity of  Providence,  mat  they  might  rally 
aroand  the  constitution,  and  that  tribunal 
which  preserves  all  the  principles  of  tbe  oon- 
■titation  in  purity.  How,  Mr.  Fre^dent,  could 
we  take  a  dngle  step  in  the  improvement  of  our 
oondition  withont  thU  General  Government  f 
Have  we  not  intrusted  to  it  all  the  concerns  of 
commerce,  the  ooUeotion  of  the  revenue,  the 
vast  concerns  of  tbe  public  luids,  our  Indian 
relations,  &c. !  How  can  we  take  a  ungle  step 
to  preserve  our  preat  common  interests,  if  the 
AlMte  sovereignties  can  atmol  our  acts  at  pleas- 
mef  Suppose  a  eaae  of  war  wa^  by  as,  in 
defonoe  of  our  national  ri^ts,  a^amst  afor^gn 
natimL  If  three  or  four  in-advued  States  can 
throw  themselves  on  their  sovereignty,  refuse 
to  take  part  in  the  war,  and  nullify  the  acts 
declaring  it,  our  country,  instead  of  being  a 
name  and  a  praise  among  nations,  would  become 
a  name  of  reproach,  and  subject  to  tbe  contempt 
of  the  whole  civilized  world.  He  would  much 
nUher  go.back  to  the  old  confederation,  in  which 
each  State  is  bound,  in  honor,  to  pay  its  quota 
towards  the  public  exigen<aes.  Kotning  can  give 
us  security  for  a  ringle  hour  against  State  nul- 
l^oation. 

He  had  sud,  witlisubmisdm,  that  the  Supreme 
Oourt  was  intended  by  the  constitution  to  be  the 
great  arbiter  in  regard  to  questions  within  and 
withoattbepowersooufeTTOdapouit.  In  answer 
to  tilts,  it  was  said,  suppose  the  Supreme  Court 
transcends  its  powers  t  He  would  reply,  in  the 
laugnage  of  Virginia,  tbat  we  had  adopted  the 
best  system  which  we  could  de^se.  If  it  failed 
in  praoUce,  the  failure  wonld  be  owing  to  tiie 
imperfection  of  all  human  ins^tuttons.  No 
prudent  man  will  push  such  a  supposition  to 
Its  extremity,  aud  upon  the  faith  of  it  give  up 
our  constitution.  Should  it  ful  of  its  object, 
we  diall  liave  bat  to  mourn  over  the  frail- 
ty and  insecurity  of  this  as  well  as  of  all  terres- 
trial  tilings.  What  experience  has  jostified  the 
flupporttion  that  the  authority  given  to  tbe 
Supreme  Court  will  be  abused !  For  fifty  years 
we  have  prospered  with  it ;  and  the  ventn^le 
and  illostrious  man  who  has  given  to  it  high 
renown  in  the  worldjStill  lives  to  give  it  his 
Iwneficent  energies.  The  Judiciary  huda  ndth» 
the  purse  nor  the  siTor^  and  depmds  wholfy 


upon  ita  moral  power,  and  the  aid  of  othw  de- 
partments of  the  Govemmmt,  for  tiie  enforce- 
ment of  its  decrees.  It  is  tbe  great  peace  arbiter. 
Let  us  then  cherish  and  support  it  Let  us 
select  the  best  men  to  fill  its  seats,  and  we  Bball 
have  no  caase  to  distrust  it  But  what  is 
done  with  the  State  courts !  He  put  it  to  South 
Carolina  to  answer.  She  has  a  constitution  and  a 
judiciary.  When  her  Legislature  enacts  an  un- 
constitutional law,  what  is  done  by  her  dtizeos  t 
Do  sonfe  of  tiiem  call  a  town  meeting  and  nul- 
lify it?  Ko ;  they  pat  in  the  plea  Wore  tlie 
State  court  that  the  law  is  nnctmstitatioDol,  and 
the  court  decides  the  question.  This  had  been 
done  in  his  State  a  dosen  times.  Tbe  mpposi- 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Eeatook7  was  tbe 
merert  imafnnatlon  that  ever  afflicted  tbe  bumao 
intellect.  That  Senator^s  imagination  carried 
him  to  the  extremity  of  fear.  What  fear? 
That  Congress  would  break  the  constitatitHi, 
by  puttiug  in  operation  a  wicked  law.  The 
bill  of  abominations  would  come  to  the  Senate, 
and  they  would  Join  the  other  House  in  the  con- 
spiracy against  the  rights  of  tiie  people  and  the 
States.  Then  it  would  go  to  the  Supreme  Court 
And  who  were  they !  They  were  made,  he 
says,  by  the  Senate,  and  were  impeachable  only 
by  the  House  of  Representatives ;  aud  therefore 
they  were  all  of  a  piece,  and  might  conspire 
together  to  defeat  the  purpofles  the  constitu- 
tion end  the  rights  of  the  otatea.  This  general 
conspiracy  draws  into  its  vortex  all  tbe  reserved 
rights  of  the  people.  Thus  far  his  fears  alarmed 
him.  Was  it  wise  in  a  grave  nation—he  spoke 
in  the  abstract — to  indulge  in  such  violent  sup- 
positions ?  Sach  imaginations  would  drive  a 
man  to  shut  himself  in  a  cave,  eednde 
himself  from  all  associations  with  his  kind,  lest 
the  first  man  whom  he  may  happen  to  meet 
should  contrive  a  plot  agunst  his  life.  Because 
tbe  judiciary  may  turn  trutors  to  the  Govem- 
jnent  and  the  constitution,  and  the  legislative 
department  may  support  them  in  their  treason, 
shall  we  have  do  Government  t  Shall  we  there- 
fore unloose  all  tbe  bonds  of  Government,  and 
return  to  a  state  of  anardur?  Because  fothers 
may  turn  tyrants,  and  mouers  prove  monater^ 
shall  we  abolish  those  dear  ruations  and  ex- 
tinguish those  sacred  charities  which  they  en- 
kindle and  cherish  I  Shall  we  draw  rules  of 
civil  and  social  conduct  from  snoh  violent  sai>> 
positions?  After  all,  we  must  confide,  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  in  our  fellow-man ;  more 
or  less  we  must  trust  to  others  every  moment 
of  our  lives.  Shall  we  then  sit  down  in  inglo- 
rious ease,  merely  because  our  confidence  may 
be  abused  ?  Bather  sboald  we  use  the  best 
means  which  our  Haker  has  given  us  to  plant 
such  safeguardfl  as  we  can  aronnd  our  constitu- 
tion ;  and  if  we  are  not  traitors  to  onraelves,  if 
we  dig  not  our  own  grave^  we  shall  be  free 
uid  prosperous. 

But  it  is  said,  that  the  judiciary  is  not  com- 
petent, from  its  organization,  to  setUe  political 
oontrovernes.  What  is  meant  by  political  pow- 
ers t  Every  poww  is  poUtioal  to  senna  e^oit. 
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Fbbboabt,  1B88.] 

Did  Chief  Jostice  Uarsha}!  mean  to  say,  in 
the  speech  cited  by  the  Senator  frora  Kentnckj, 
that  the  judiciary  coold  not  decide  a  question 
arising  oat  of  die  tariff  lawst  Never.  His 
bead  was  too  soond  for  that  Besides,  a  polit- 
ical speech  is  not  the  best  anthority  which  can 
be  adduced  for  jadi<ual  opinions.  He  marvelled 
not  a  little  when  the  Senator  from  Eentncky 
introduced  it  as  anthori^.  When  he  came  to 
look  at  it,  he  found  that  it  waa  a  speech  made 
in  Congress,  in  high  party  times,  npon  a  case 
which  uvolved  great  political  and  psily  excite- 
ment at  that  day — the  case  of  a  British  subject 
who  was  seized  as  a  deserter,  ^ven  up,  and 
pnt  to  death.  Bnt  he  r^oioed  to  find  that  the 
illastrious  individual  who  made  the  speech  refer- 
red to  was  perfectly  at  home  in  discuBsiog  the 
subject,  and  that  the  views  which  he  took  <rf  it 
displayed  the  souDduesB  of  his  head  and  the 
purity  of  his  heart.  "  To  oome  wiUiin  the 
descilptioD,  (of  the  powers  conferred  npon  the 
f  nditdaiTi)  &  question  must,"  he  says,  assume 
a  l^al  nmn,  for  torama  litigation  and  judicial 
decision.  Tliere  most  be  parties  to  oome  into 
Gonrt,  who  can  be  reached  by  its  process  and 
boand  by  its  power ;  whose  rights  admit  of 
ultimate  decinon  by  a  tribunal  to  which  they 
are  boand  to  submit"  The  case  must  have  a 
legal  form,  and  parties,  and  must  be  submitted 
to  the  court ;  these  are  all  the  forms  which  are 
necessary  to  place  it  within  the  powers  of  the 
judiciary.  When  something  is  to  be  abjudicated, 
something  to  be  given  and  taken  away,  then 
the  Judicial  power  may  be  exercised,  though  the 
case  result  from  a  treaty.  In  the  dispute  con- 
cerning the  northwestern  bonndary,  referred 
to  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  there  were 
no  Mirties  bnt  the  two  States.  But  the  ease 
made  by  Sonth  Oarolina  has  all  the  attributes 
which  the  doctrine  hud  down  in  the  speech 
referred  to  requires. 

The  tariff  law  is  individual  in  its  effects,  and 
makes  parties  by  which  the  case  can  be  submit- 
ted to  the  court.  A  merchant  belonging  to  New 
York  sojourns  in  Charleston,  for  commercial 
purposes.  He  imports  goods  from  Great  Britun. 
He  is  required  to  pay  the  duUes  on  them. 
This  makes  a  plain  case  of  law,  involving  a  per- 
sonal cl^m.  The  merchant  tells  the  collector 
that  he  cannot  pay  these  duties.  Why  t  Here 
is  the  law  of  the  United  States,  says  the  collec- 
tor, and  I  am  bound  to  enforce  it  That  law  has 
been  nnllifled,  replies  the  men^iant ;  and  here 
is  the  ordinance  of  nalUfication,  passed  by  some 
citizens  of  this  State  who  assembled  the  other 
^ay  for  that  purpose.  What  will  be  the  rejoin- 
der of  the  officer  ?  He  will  say,  Sir,  I  act  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  you 
must  pay  the  duty.  The  merchant  insists,  and 
pleads  in  bar  of  the  law  the  laws  of  South  Caro- 
lina. Is  there  any  political  question  here  to 
which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Snpreme  Court 
docs  not  extend  ?  Where  is  the  nsuipation  in 
this  case?  On  the  part  of  the  United  States 
l&w,  or  tliis  ordinance  t 

I  have  done,  coutinned  Vi.  F.,  vlUi  this  part 


of  the  ease.  For  the  purpose  of  keeping  all 
power  in  check,  the  judiciary  was  estaoli^ied. 
The  framers  of  the  constitution  hoped  to  obtun, 
through  it,  a  peaceful  mode  for  the  adjustment 
of  all  constitutional  questions.  In  a  country  of 
wider  extent  than  all  Europe,  and  embracing 
under  one  Government  many  distinct  ocnnmnnt- 
ties,  they  hoped  to  seonre  perpetual  peaoe  and 
tranquillil7  by  tiiis  arUter  of  peace.  Compare 
the  opwation  <^  tiiis  peac^tal  check  with  the 
resort  to  which  Europe  Is  aoonstinned  fyt  the 
preservation  of  ^e  balance  of  power.  Host  we 
have  the  sword  or  the  court  as  onr  arbiter  t 
Europe  has  tried  the  sword,  and  has  shed  rivers 
of  blood  in  the  Twn  pursoit  tiie  balance  of 
powOT. 


]£oHDAT,  Felvnaiy  4. 
SeMHue  OfUeetion  BUI — Pmoen  of  tidmtl 

Judiciary. 

The  Senate  having  agmn  proceeded  to  con- 
rider  the  Inll  to  provide  fiirUier  ttxt  the  collec- 
tion of  the  duties  on  imports — 

ICr.  Bbown,  of  North  Can^na,  rose.  He  did 
not  bdievc^  he  said,  that  he  shonld  be  able  to 
say  any  thing  to  equal  the  high  intelleetaal 
entertunment  which  the  gentleman  who  pre- 
ceded him  in  this  discussion  had  furnished  to 
the  Senate.  But  he  would  endeavor  to  remn- 
nerate  whatever  attention  the  Senate  mi^ht 
give  to  his  plun,  homely  effort,  by  the  brevity 
of  his  remarks.  If  he  had  consisted  the  admo- 
nitions of  discretion  rather  than  of  duty,  he 
should  have  been  silent,  nor  have  offered  to 
oppose  his  views  to  those  of  gentiemen  of  snch 
distinguished  ability.  Bnt  the  bill  before  the 
Senate  involved  questions  of  nich  magidtuds^ 
that  he  could  not  content  himself  with  a  si^utt 
vote  upon  it  The  subject  was  of  hl^  intensfe 
to  the  State  which  he  had  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  both  as  a  member  ttf  the  common 
Union,  and  in  reference  to  her  peculiar  position, 
bordering,  as  she  does,  upon  the  State  out  of 
whose  legislation  arose  this  question.  This  obU- 
gatioD  of  duty  derived  additional  force  from  the 
resolutions  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  in- 
structing her  Senators  to  exert  their  influence  to 
obtain  a  "peaceable  adjustment  of  this  contro- 
versy," and  to  produce  a  restoration  of  harmony 
betwem  the  Federal  Government  and  the  State 
ofSoutiiCaroHna.  While  it  always  afforded  bim 
pleasure  to  comply  with  the  requests  of  hia  con- 
stituents, in  obeying  their  ii^unctioaB  on  tiib 
ocoamon,  he  followed  also  the  dictates  of  his  own 
judgment  and  ardent  wishes. .  It  was  his  earnest 
hope  that  this  contest,  which  was  now  assuming 
an  angry  and  threatening  aspect,  should  be 
settled  in  a  peaceable  manner.  He  need  not  say- 
that  he  disapproved  of  the  course  of  South 
Carolina,  or  that  his  State  disapproved  of  it. 
Her  course,  he  thought,  had  beisn  rash  and 
uncalled  for  by  the  exigency  of  the  times.  She 
should  have  relied,  as  he  did,  npon  a  constitu- 
tional remedy;  upon  the  returning  sense  of 
Justice  in  the  people  of  the  Northern  apd 


Digitized  by 


Raemt  Cottte^  SO— Pimm  of  Utt  IHrnvt  JmHoimf. 


52 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THE 


Eastern  States ;  and  apon  the  wisdom  and 
patriotism  assembled  in  the  l^islative  halls  of 
the  conntrj.  But  the  State  of  Smith  Oarolina 
thought  differeatilj,  and  took  redreaa  Into  her 
own  hands.  She  was  respondUe  to  hendf  far 
her  ooorse.  It  was  not  nis  bodneaa  to  rit  In 
jodgment  npon  her,  bat  to  ezpreas,  m  his  own 
par^  and  tut  of  ms  State,  mH^trobatUm  of 
her  oonrse. 

The  biHf  tfaoagh  proposing  on  its  face  to  be 
general  in  its  application,  was  manifeatlj  in- 
tended to  be  ap^ied  to  South  Carolina  idone. 
Thongh  the  name  was  not  written  tmder  the 
picture,*  he  who  mns  may  easily  read.  What 
is  the  proper  waj  of  settling  this  question? 
What  cuurae  is  most  likely  to  lead  to  a  peace- 
able adjustment  of  it!  This  is  the  question 
before  ns.  The  Conimittee  on  the  Jndidary 
must  excuse  him,  i^  notwithstanding  the  high 
respect  he  «itertaiaed  for  their  bilents,  he 
should  wh(^7  dissent  from  the  qwdfic  remedy 
which  they  propose.  He  did  not  believe  that 
the  hill  by  them  presented  to  the  Senate  was 
calculated  to  carry  out  the  glorious,  the  ines- 
timable principle  of  onr  institutions,  that  our 
Government  should  be  essentially  pacific  in  its 
remedies.  He  beUeved  that,  in  its  consequences, 
it  would  be  attended  with  violence,  and  per- 
haps lead  to  civil  war.  He  objected  to  the 
provision  which  authorized  tiie  repulsion  by 
force  of  any  attempt  to  execute  the  laws  of 
South  Carolina  in  reference  to  the  revenue.  To 
ihat  proviidoD'  he  mainly  ol^eoted,  but  there 
were  some  other  provisions  of  minor  importance 
which  did  not  meet  his  assent.  If  any  one 
principle  was  better  established  thau  another, 
in  reference  to  our  institutions,  it  was  that  the 
military  should  ha  snbordinate  to  the  civil 
authority.  If  any  one  principle  was  sacred,  it 
was  this.  It  was  one  which  no  emergency 
tustifled  us  in  departing  from ;  one  which  con- 
stituted the  very  essence  of  a  republican  form 
of  Government,  and  without  which  free  institu- 
tions could  not  exist.  When  we  establish  the 
doctrine  that  military  authority  may  step  in  to 
execute  the  law,  b^re  the  judiciary  has  exerted 
its  powers^  then  the  eesenoe  and  qtfait  of  our 
institotions  are  essentially  ohangM.  It  has 
been  our  boast  Hiat  in  cases  where  other  na- 
tions resort  to  war,  we  resort  to  a  peaceftil 
mode  of  attaining  a  settJement  of  the  question ; 
and  to  the  Judicial  tribunal  is  committed  the 
admiidstration  of  these  peaceful  measures.  He 
did  not  at  all  object  to  the  due  administration 
and  oi>eration  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
He  wished  the  laws  to  find  support  in  the 
energy  of  the  constitution.  It  was  vain  to  say 
tliat  coercive  measures  are  necessary  in  this 
oase;  for  there  is  an  inherent  energy  in  the 
constitution  which  will  enable  the  laws  to 
triumph  without  an  appeal  to  force. 

The  Senator  frtnu  FMinsylvania  (Mr.  Wil- 
xinb)  a^ed  us  the  otiier  day,  if  we  were  un- 
willing that  the  powers  proposed  to  be  given 
to  the  Szeentive  by  tbfl  bill  should  be  oonflded  to 
ib^preaeotPrvaaetitofibBUiatoiBlatm,  Bnt 


that  was  not  the  question.  He  would  say  that 
the  past  course  of  the  Frendent  had  been  eoch 
as  to  entitle  him  to  nnlimited  eonfidenoe,  and 
there  was  no  Inffividual  to  whom  he  would  more 
wiUinglr  cniflde  thia  power  ihaa  to  the  Pru- 
dent But  there  was  no  man,  however  elevated 
in  station  and  ennobled  by  virta«^  however  pore 
his  int^rity  and  honest  his  purposes,  to  whom  he 
would  give  a  power  which  was  unwarranted  by 
the  constitution.  We  are  told  that  a  jealous 
watch  over  the  repositories  of  power  is  the  only 
way  of  preserving  liberty.  He  could  not  believe 
for  a  moment,  that,  if  this  power  were  given  to 
the  Frendent,  he  would  abuse  it.  But  it 
might,  in  worse  times  thsn  these,  and  in  worse 
hands  than  his,  be  abused  to  the  destmction  of 
our  institntioas.  We  may  be  told  that  the 
power  will  be  limited  as  to  contannanoe  and 
applieaUtm.  But  what  does  history  teach  nsl 
That  tiie  &ct  of  to-dqr  becomes  a  precedent 
to-morrow.  Our  own  histcay  shows  na  in- 
stances of  powera,  some  well  established  as  con- 
stitutional, which  the  framers  of  the  constitntion 
and  its  early  friends  would  have  shrunk  from 
with  dread.  The  General  Government  has  been 
gradually  drawing  to  itself  the  exercise  of  doubt- 
ful powers.  When  told  that  they  are  not  ^ven 
by  the  constitution,  they  reply  that  they  are 
Justified  by  precedent. 

The  honorable  genUeman  from  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  spoke  of  the  suh- 
misMve  manner  in  which  that  State  would  yield 
obe^ence  to  the  moat  unjust  and  it\jnrioas  legis- 
lation of  Congresa.  The  history  of  that  State 
was  illnsti^ed  by  the  virtues  and  patriotism  of 
her  <^tizen8,  but  the  Senator  would  pardon  him 
if  he  should  say  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
was  not  quite  exempt  fropi  the  faults  whidi  are 
imputed  to  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  The 
course  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  famous  Olmstead 
case,  had  some  agency  in  bringing  about  the 
present  state  of  things  in  South  Carolina. 
Though  South  Carolina  nad  not  derived  her  im- 
pulse from  that  source,  yet  the  doctrines  once 
contended  for  by  Pennsylvania  were  appealed  to 
in  Justification  of  her  present  course.  The  opin- 
ions and  principles  <^  Pennsylvania  in  the  Olm- 
stead case  had  been  cited  in  the  diaen^ons  in 
South  Oarolina,  as  Justifying  her  reetnt  to  adf- 
redress.  He  ^d  not  stamp  his  ^probation  on 
them,  nor  on  those  of  Carolina.  [Mr.  B.  then 
read  extracts  from  the  report  made  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Grovemor,  relative  to  the  mandamta 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States^  in 
the  case  of  Gideon  Olmstead,  as  follows :] 

"That  the  subject  referred  to  them  has  not  ftOed 
to  engage  their  most  serious  reflection.  They  have 
viewed  it  lo  erery  point  of  light  in  which  it  could  be 
coBSidered.  It  is  by  no  means  a  matter  of  indlB'er- 
ence.  In  whatever  way  the  Legislature  may  dedde, 
it  will  be  in  tiie  highest  degree  important.  We  ma; 
purchase  peace  by  a  surrender  of  right,  or  ezhiUt 
to  the  present  times,  and  to  late  posterity,  an  awfiil 
leasoo  in  the  conflicts  to  prevent  it.  It  becomes  a 
sacred  dn^  we  owe  to  onr  common  emmtty,  to  dis- 
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card  pnrithtittiitty  on  Uie  one  band,  and  nflfaness 
on  the  other.  In  ^iOme  case,  we  iball  ftarniah  ma- 
teriab  An-  historr ;  and  ftttnre  timeB  must  judge  of 
our  wisdom  or  our  weakneis.  Ancient  hittory  for- 
niflbes  no  parallel  to  the  coast! tution  of  this  nnhed 
republic.  And  aboald  this  great  expAriment  fail. 
Tain  ma;  be  every  effort  to  establish  rational  liberty. 
The  siHrit  of  the  times  gives  birth  to  jealousy  of 

Eower ;  it  is  interwoven  in  oar  system ;  and  is,  per- 
Bps,  essential  to  perfect  freedom  and  the  rights  of 
mankind.  Bnt  this  jealonay,  orged  to  the  extreme, 
may  eTentnally  destroy  even  UbertyitseIC  As  con- 
nected with  the  federal  system,  the  State  Govem- 
menta,  with  their  inherent  rightiL  must  at  every  haz- 
ard, be  preserved  entire ;  otherwise  the  General  Gov- 
ernment may  assume  a  character  never  contemplated 
by  its  &mmerfl.  which  may  change  its  whole  nature." 

*'JMMd;  Tlint  hi  %  GoTemment  Uke  thatof  the 
United  BttteM,  whwe  there  are  powers  granted  to 
tb«  General  Government,  and  rights  reserved  to 
the  States,  it  is  impos^le,  ftom  the  imperfection  of 
language,  so  to  define  the  limits  of  each,  that  diffi- 
culties should  not  sometimes  arise  from  a  collisiou 
of  powers;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  no  pro- 
vinon  Is  made  in  tiie  euistltntion,  for  detennlning  dis- 
putes between  the  General  and  Bute  Ooremments, 
by  an  impartial  tribunal,  when  such  cases  occur. 

"  Ratified,  That  from  the  construction  the  United 
States  courts  give  to  their  powers,  the  harmony  of 
the  States,  if  they  reast  encroachments  on  their 
rights,  will  frequently  be  interrupted ;  and  if^  to  pre- 
vent lUi  evil,  they  should,  tm  all  occarions,  neld 
to  stretches  of  power,  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
States  will  depend  on  the  arbitrary  power  the 
courts. 

"  Retolved^  That,  should  the  Independence  of  the 
States,  as  secured  by  the  Constitution,  be  destroyed, 
the  Uberties  of  the  people,  in  so  eztenrive  a  country, 
cannot  long  survive.  To  anfibr  the  United  States 
courts  to  decide  on  State  rights,  will,  from  a  bias  in 
fiivor  of  power,  necessarily  destroy  the  federal  part 
of  our  Government ;  and  whenever  the  GoTenunent 
of  the  United  States  becomes  oonioUdaled,  we  may 
learn  from  the  history  of  nations,  what  will  be  the 
event." 

Tbose  papers  show  what  were  the  doctrinee  of 
FennsjlTama  at  that  time;  and  itiswell  known 
that  she  went  on  to  carry  those  into  practical 
c^watiuu  She  called  out  her  whole  military 
power  to  redst  the  decree  of  tbe  oonrt  and  stejis 
wera  taken  to  bring  her  miUtaiy  ftnw  into  aotnal 
serrice.  He  did  not  addaoe  this  &et  becanse 
be  approved  of  the  doctrines  of  Pennsylvania, 
fw,  m  bis  opinion,  she  went  too  far.  Bnt  he 
meant  to  show  her  rashness  did  not  draw  down 
nptm  her  the  power  of  the  Union.  The  admin- 
istration of  that  day  bad  not  recourse  to  mili- 
tary coercion.  The  decided  stand  which  the 
State  had  taken  was  known  to  the  Government 
and  to  Congress,  bnt  they  did  not  consider  that 
any  coercive  measure  was  necessary  before  the 
ludicial  tribunals  had  tried  their  remedy.  No 
bill  was  introdnced  in  Congress,  no  measares 
reoommended  by  the  President  for  neeling  the 
measares  oi  Penn^lvania  with  militoiy  £>roe. 
They  trusted  to  the  force  of  oar  institutions, 
without  other  remedy,  and  Ukwo  insdtations 
triumphed. 


[Sdut« 

Should  not  the  recollection  of  tlus  transaction 
inculcate  npon  Pennsylvania  moderation,  and 
anabated  confidence  in  a  peaceful  remedy  ?  The 
case  addressed  itself  particolarly  to  that  flt^ 
and  bonnd  her  to  practise  the  stune  moden^i<m 
towards  Carolina  which  the  Union  practised 
towards  her,  when,  In  a  mranent  of  high  excite- 
ment, she  vppQMA.  hersdf  to  the  laws  (tf  the 
UniiKu  He  would,  in  ftirther  SQpport  of  bis 
views,  read  from  a  speech  deUvered  oy  a  highly 
distinguished  citizen  of  Pennsylvania,  a  passaM 
which  was  fi*anght  with  just  and  liberal  senti- 
ments. [From  the  address  delivered  before  the 
literary  societies  of  Jefferson  College,  at  the  an- 
nnal  commencement  in  September,  1883,  by  tiie 
honorable  W.  Wiuuss,  he  read  we  following 
passage:] 

"  If  we  start  with  horror  from  such  frightfbl  con- 
sequences, let  our  efforts  be  directed  to  avert  the 
evU  which  brings  them  in  its  train.  Ever  keep  In 
mind  the  spirit  of  compromise  in  which  our  Constl- 
tution  bad  its  origin.  Instead  of  defiance  and  de- 
rision, let  na  adopt  the  tone  of  coodiUatlon,  and, 
where  praeticaUe,  of  ewoesrion.  Instead  of  hunt- 
ing up  materials,  from  st^tefid  comparisons  between 
different  States  or  districts,  let  us  remember  <nily 
what  is  glorious  in  the  history,  or  estimable  in 
the  character  of  each  ;  adopting  the  happy  quota- 
tion (tf  Lord  Chatham,  when  deprecating  ttiat  sta^ 
bom  and  eontemptnons  defiance  which  led  to  the 
dismemberment  m  the  British  empire  ;  let  ewdi 
State,  in  xeforenoe  to  every  other, 

*  Be  tB  kw  telts  a  HtOs  bUad. 
Be  to  hw  vlitaw  voy  UndT" 

In  dwelling  on  Uie  qonunon  efforts  and  the 
common  sacrifloeB~on  that  predons  ftand  of 
glorious  reooUeotions  which  two  wars  have  aoca- 
mulated  for  the  whole  conntry — there  must  be 
kindled  a  generoos  and  sympaUietic  ardor  which 
will  prove  the  most  powerfnl  of  centripetal 
forces.  I  agree,  oontmued  Mr.  B.,  that  tiie 
spirit  of  compromise  and  conciliation  is  the 
strongest  bond  which  binds  ns  together,  and  it 
is  that  tie  which  unites  ns,  and  not  the  strmg 
arm  of  military  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Kew  Jersey,  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  said  that  the  ocnistitDtion  mm 
ratified  by  the  people ;  that  it  was  salunitted  to 
the  States  merely  from  oonvwienoe ;  and  that 
the  people  had  clothed  the  General  Govemmrat 
with  ito  powers.  To  that  position  he  wonld 
not  assent  It  brings  up  the  great  question  of 
consolidated  powers.  The  establishment  of  this 
doctrine  ntterly  annihilates  the  oonstitution  as 
it  was  expounded  by  the  most  enlightened  re- 
publicans of  '98  and  '99.  If  that  doctrine  had 
been  constitutional,  then  it  was  only  necessary 
that  the  constitution  should  be  ratified  by  the 
mi\}ority  of  the  people.  The  ceremony  of  sub- 
mitting the  instrument  for  the  ratification  of  the 
States  was  an  idle  mockery,  if  the  powers  grao^ 
ed  by  the  oonstitation  were  not  granted  Vf  the 
sovereign  States,  but  by  the  people  in  moss. 
He  would  refer  to  the  history  oi  the  transaotimi. 
Eleven  States  had  ratified  the  oonstituU<Hi,  om- 
stitating  an  oTerwhelndng  mi^wify  of  the  peo- 
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pie ;  bat  still  North  Carolina  refosed  to  ratify  it, 
and  BO  did  Rhode  Island.  As  sovereign  States, 
they  refused  their  sanction  to  it  If  the  doctrine 
of  the  Senator  from  Kew  Jersey  was  correct, 
North  Carolina  was,  at  this  time,  gnilty  of  re- 
nstance  to  the  constitntion  and  laws.  Little 
Rhode  Island  was  guilty  of  opposition  to  the 
sapreme  law  of  the  land,  for  she  did  not  come 
into  the  Union  for  some  time  after  Nor^  Caro- 
lina. That  nngle  oircnmstance  shed  much  light 
on  tUs  so^eet.  The  State  of  Rhode  Island,  a 
nnall  State,  bat  Kttle  larger  in  population  than 
some  of  the  oonnties  in  New  York,  yet  eierois- 
ing  on  that  occasimi  a  sovereignty  co-extensive 
with  Uiat  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  or  any 
other  State  In  the  Union.  Another  fact  repa- 
diates  the  doctrine  here  advanced,  that  the  con- 
stitution is  the  work  of  the  people.  It  is  only 
necessary  for  a  m^ority  of  the  States,  constitnt- 
ing  one-foarth  of  the  people,  to  refbse  to  elect 
Senators,  and  an  end  is  put  at  once  to  the  Gen- 
end  Government.  This  consideration  pnts  to 
ffigbt  all  the  arguments  arged  to  prove  that  this 
is  a  consolidated  GoTemment.  He  was  aware 
that  it  had  been  said,  in  reply  to  this  remark, 
tiie  meaniitt  of  the  qnomm,  whleh  was  neces- 
sary to  en^Ie  the  Senate  to  transact  boriness, 
wonld  in  thia  case  be  construed  to  mean  a  migor- 
of  the  States  actually  represented ;  and  the 
States  not  represented  would  not  be  considered  as 
belonging  to  the  Union.  But  this  objection 
would  drive  gentlemen  to  an  admission  of  the 
rights  of  secession — a  doctrine  which,  perliaps, 
they  wonld  not  be  willing  to  allow ;  for  i^a  State 
has  not  the  right  of  secession,  no  act  that  she 
herself  may  do,  or  omit  to  do,  can  place  her  out 
of  the  Union. 

But  if  the  ori^  and  nature  of  our  govern- 
ment did  not  pot  this  idea  to  rest,  the  character 
■nd  extent  of  our  oonntry  wonld  have  done  00. 
The  nettle  of  bo  wide  and  various  a  snrfitoe 
would  never  have  del^ated  the  powers  to  make 
a  consolidated  Government  They  knew  that 
no  such  Government  could  exist  here.  What 
says  Mr.  Hamilton  in  the  Federalist !  What 
says  Mr.  Madison  on  the  subject  t  Why,  that 
to  adopt  a  consolidated  Government  would  be 
destroying  ^e  principles  of  the  revolution,  and 
woold  inevitably  lead  to  monarchy.  And  why  f 
Because  whenever  a  m^ority,  having  adverse 
interests  to  Uie  minority,  should  combine  to 
oppress  the  smaller  portion,  the  latter  would 
have  to  intrench  thunselves  behind  their  re- 
served rights,  and  make  resistanoe  to  the  oppres- 
lim,  or  be  annihilated. 

What  would  be  the  oonseqnenoe  of  this  resist- 
ance t  So  soon  as  the  minority  discovered  tiiat 
the  majority  were  fordug  interests  adverse  to 
their  own,  and  they  began  to  resist  the  encroach- 
ment, the  milita^  arm  of  the  Government 
would  immediately  be  strengthened,  and  there 
would  be  bnt  one  step  beyond — ^that  of  a  mon- 
archy. 

The  gentleman  from  Kew  Jersey  had  sud 
^  that  it  was  the  aspiring  pride  of  the  State  sove- 
reigntiea  which  had  led  to  this  state  of  things. 


[Fbbbuabt,  18SS. 

The  aspiring  pride  of  the  State  sovereignties  I 
It  was  an  avowal  of  doctrines  sndi  as  these 
which  was  so  repugnant  to  his  feelings.  It  was 
well  known  that  in  the  orinn  of  the  Govern- 
ment the  country  was  divided  into  two  great 
parties.  One  of  these  parties  contended  in 
»vor  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States,  and 
to  restricted  powers  of  the  General  Governments 
The  other  was  fhr  conferring  on  the  Genoal 
Government  nnlimited  powers.  This  last  was 
called  the  federal  party.  With  a  lond  note  th^ 
proclaimed  the  necessity  of  investing  the  Gener- 
al Government  with  a  vast  range  of  authori^. 
Some  of  them  even  went  so  far  as  to  propose  a 
form  of  Government  which  would  have  been 
substantially  a  monarchy,  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  the 
convention  which  framed  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, had  advocated  the  appointment  of  a  diief 
Exeontive  Magistrate,  and  a  Senate  during  good 
behavior,  which  was  equivalent  to  appointing 
them  for  life.  Such,  sua  Mr.  B.,  is  my  remem- 
brance of  the  sobject  The  history  of  these 
times  will  show  the  flsct.  The  doctrine  of  State 
rights,  and  of  the  reserved  powers  (rf  the  State 
sovereignties^as  abhwrent  to  the  leaders  <rf 
that  party.  They  did  not,  however,  snooeed  In 
carrying  their  enlarged  views  into  eflbet  He 
did  not  intend  to  characterize  the  whole  o^tbat 
party  as  entertaining  these  views.  But  such 
were  the  sentiments  of  some  of  its  leaders. 
Nor  did  he  intend  to  impugn  the  motives  of 
these  gentlemen,  though  he  doubted  not  they 
were  actuated  by  feelings  as  f)atriotio  as  those 
which  actuated  any  men.  But  it  was  well  known 
that  the  high-toned  part  of  the  federal  party 
did  doubt  the  competency  of  the  people  to  self- 
government  They  were  for  arming  the  federal 
power  with  all  authority,  in  order,  as  they  said, 
to  save  the  people  from  their  own  wont  ene- 
mies. There  were  some  of  the  prominent 
of  the  ooontry  who  did  not  snbsoribe  to  that 
prindplcy  bnt  who  did  bdleve  that  tiie  peoirie 
were  competent  to  self-government ;  that  they 
were  folly  able  to  go  through  the  work  whi<^ 
they  had  begun,  and  to  carry  out  that  beaotifiil 
theory  of  republican  rule.  Happily  for  tiie 
country,  they  prevailed.  Happily  for  the  coun- 
try, the  principle  was  established,  that  the 
States  were  sovereign  and  independent,  as  to  all 
powers  which  they  had  not  delegated  to  the 
General  Government  And  some  of  Uie  repub- 
lican party  went  so  far  as  to  believe  that  the 
States  themselves  had  the  right,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, to  determine  tor  themsuvea  wh^  were  the 
prense  powers  wUoh  they  had  delegated.  He 
was  well  aware  that  the  doctrine  of  nullification, 
as  it  now  prevuled  in  Sonth  Carolina,  was 
abont  to  be  made  use  of,  not  a^«nst  that  doc- 
trine alone,  which  he  did  not  rise  up  to  defend, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  founding  upon  it  a  war 
of  extermination.  It  was  against  that  that  he 
desired  to  enter  his  protest ;  under  this  masked 
battery,  he  saw  tiiat  it  was  intended  to  fire  upon 
the  rights  of  the  States.  Gentlemen  held  np 
the  flag  of  nullification,  rang  all  the  changes 
upon  iJtie  word,  sounded  the  toonu  of  aiaxm 
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thronghont  the  comitrf,  and  presented  the 
whole  matter  in  a  light  the  most  Qn&vorable 
to  Sooth  Carolina,  In  order  te  jastify  to  the 
other  States  the  war  which  they  were  disposed 
to  wage.  It  was  a  war,  too,  which  would  admit 
of  no  neutrals.  The  gentlemen  who  have  taken 
the  strong  gronnd,  like  N^Kdeon,  have  thrown . 
ont  the  dedfaratkn  that  there  mut  be  no  neu- 
trals. 

I  take  mj  stand,  said  Hr.  B.,  on  the  reserred 
rights  of  the  States.  I  repndiate  the  doctrine 
of  millification.  I  repndiate  also  Ae  high-toned 
doctrine  of  the  federal  party.  I  believe  it  ia  to 
that  high-toned  dootriae  that  we  are  to  attrib- 
ute nullmcation.  I  beliere  that  doctrine  pro- 
daced  it ;  is  the  parent  of  it.  It  is  by  an  im- 
proper pressnre  of  the  Federal  Government  on 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  hy  exercising  donbt- 
fal  powers,  that  the  State  of  Soath  CaroltDa 
has  been  thrown  into  this  position.  He  did  not 
mean  to  justify  the  course  of  that  State.  But 
whether  she  was  right  or  whether  she  was 
wrong,  this  furnished  her  with  something  like 
an  ezcase  for  her  conduct.  He  believed  that 
the  principle  was  as  susceptible  of  demonstra- 
ti<m  as  any  principle  of  mothematies ;  that 
almost  any  attitude  of  reaistanoe  against  the 
Federal  Government,  in  which  States  had  been 
seen,  arose  out  of  the  unwarrantable  exercise 
of  doubtful  powers  by  tbe  United  States.  They 
had  always  been  inclined  to  tranquillity.  They 
had  always  been  disposed  to  moke  a  child's  bar- 
gmn  with  the  United  States :  If  you  will  let 
us  alone,  we  will  let  you  alone.  They  woald 
never  have  admitted  the  idea  of  rising  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  United  States,  unless  there  had 
been  some  exciting  cause.  Tbe  whole  history 
of  the  world  proves  this  &ct.  There  is  no  pre- 
cedent where  a  people  have  arrayed  themselves 
against  a  supreme  power  without  any  occanon^ 
beoamn  the  great  body  of  mankind  has  always 
been  fbund  more  ready  to  aoatdesoe  In  t^pres- 
rion  than  to  reeist  It.  He  desired  gentlemen  to 
produce  a  ringle  precedent  where  a  people 
whose  pursuits  are  peaceful  and  agrioidtural  for 
the  most  part,  were  willing  to  cast  away  "  the 
piping  times  of  peace,"  and  for  the  mere  love 
of  i^ory  to  msh  into  a  conflict  agunst  power 
and  that  power  twenty  tamea  larger  than  itself. 
Could  genUemen  produce  an  instance  where  any 
State,  without  provocation,  had  ever  offered  re- 
sistance to  the  General  Govenunent  ?  He  had 
thus,  he  believed,  established  the  great  principle 
that  the  States  themselves  were  always  willing 
to  be  qniet,  and  that  most  the  opposition 
which  had  been  manifested  against  the  Genenl 
Government  had  arisen  from  the  ezeroiae  of 
donbtfhl  power  by  that  Government,  by  which 
had  been  provoked  that  State  pride  which  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  so  earnestly 
denounced.  Without  ihai  pride  this  republic 
woidd  now  have  been  as  nothing.  To  justify 
this  principle,  that  m<wt  of  the  controversies 
which  bad  arisen,  have  arisen  from  the  cironm- 
Etauce  of  the  Federal  Government  taking  th^ 
^bfltaUe  pwnnd,  h»  woold  z«ad  an  anthority 


&5 


which  would  meet  with  the  approbation  of  all 
pure  democrats.  It  was  the  anthority  of  George 
Clinton,  a  name  deserving  of  all  respect ;  eUmm 
etvmert^te  nomen;  a  man  distingnished  for 
his  steady  adherence  to  democratic  doctrines. 
When  he  was  PreEddent  of  the  Senate  in  1810, 
he  gave  his  casting  vote  against  the  bank.  It 
was  on  that  ocoasMm  that  he  used  the  following 
language : 

"  In  the  coarse  ef  a  long  life  I  have  foand  that 
Qoverument  is  not  to  be  strengthened  by  the  as- 
somptioD  of  doubtful  powers,  but  by  a  wise  and  en- 
ergetic execution  of  those  which  are  incoDtestable; 
tbe  fomer  never  Mis  to  produce  snspidon  and  dls- 
tnist,  whilst  the  latter  inspires  respect  and  confi- 
dence. 

"  If,  however,  after  a  fair  experiment,  the  powers 
vested  in  the  General  Govemment  shall  be  found 
incompetent  to  the  attainment  of  the  objects  for 
which  it  wss  instituted,  the  constitudon  happily 
furnishes  the  nteana  m  remedying  the  evU  by 
amendment ;  and  I  have  no  donbt  that,  in  swui 
event,  on  an  aj^peal  to  the  patriotism  aiid  good 
sense  td  tbe  CMnmnni^,  H  will  be  rea^y  ajqiUed." 

What  was  the  result  of  his  experi«ice  ?  That 
the  Govemment  was  never  strengthened  1^  tiie 
exercise  of  donbtiU  powers.  A  doctrine  which 
still  prevails  among  Uie  distinguished  lea^ra 
of  the  party  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
which  uiey  can  never  consent  to  surrender,  un- 
less they  shoold  becMne  recreant  to  the  ^reat 
principles  which  they  have  always  muntained. 
But  he  would  not  only  quote  authority,  but  he 
would  also  quote  facta.  What  was  it  which  excit- 
ed the  first  controversy  between  a  State  and  the 
United  States ;  a  coimict  which  threatened  to 
bring  rain  on  the  oountry,  and  which  was  des- 
ignated the  reign  of  terror  by  the  republican 
party,  as  it  well  deserved  to  be  characterized  t 
He  referred  to  the  alira  md  sedition  law,  whicht 
by  usurping  the  power  of  tramidlog  into  dost 
the  liberty  of  speech,  tbe  freedom  of  the  press, 
and  all  the  rights  and  seoorities  which  the  people 
had  enjoyed,  called  forth  a  movement  the  most 

floriouB  to  the  country  that  conld  be  imagined, 
t  drew  forth  the  celebrated  reportof  Mr. Ifadi- 
son,  a  report  to  the  merits  of  which  he  was 
totally  inadequate  to  do  justice.  This  was  a 
movement  of  the  aspiring  pride  of  the  State 
sovereignties,  which,  instead  of  destroying  the 
Union,  Drought  back  the  Govemment  to  ita  first 
principles.  So  much,  then,  for  State  pride.  If 
that  State  pride  had  preserved  the  coustibition 
at  its  last  gasp,  it  ought  not  to  have  called  down 
upon  it  snon  unqualified  reprobation.  Tha 
dootrinea  of  Vli^Einfa  saved  the  oonfederacj  in 
that  dangerona  orlns.  Uiey  produced  a  dvil 
revolution,  which  brought  into  power  the  wis0st 
and  tbe  ablest  statesman  who  ever  lived  in  anr 
country.  This  was  one  of  the  benefits  which 
had  resulted  from  State  pride. 

In  the  case  of  the  establishment  of  the  United 
States  Bank  there  arose  also  a  conflict  of  powers. 
There  were  many  who  believed  that  it  was  an  as- 
sumption of  power  not  delegated  to  the  Federal 
Government.  Ohio  was  one  of  the  States  which 
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held  that  opinion.  Thia  matter  also  was  linally 
a^jnsced.  What  was  the  next  qneetioa  which 
^tated  the  coontr/t  It  was  t£e  exennse  of 
tM  power  of  iatemBl  improTement.  That  was 
not  an  expressed  power  granted  to  the  General 
GoTemmeat  It  was  among  tiie  doubtfal  pow- 
ers, and  the  right  to  exercise  it  was  denied  by 
several  of  the  States.  It  was  denied  bj  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  by  a  very  reapeot- 
able  portion  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which 
held  that  it  was  one  of  the  doubtful  powers. 
The  right  of  appropriatins  money  to  all  or  any 
objects  was  another  of  the  doubtfal  powers.  The 
State  of  New  York,  and  some  other  of  the 
States,  disputed  the  right  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  appropriate  money  except  for  the  par- 
poses  pointed  oat  by  the  constitution.  Sach 
are  tiie  contentions  which  had  arisen  fh»n  the 
exennse  of  doubtftil  powers  by  the  Federal  Qot- 
emment. 

The  case  of  QeoTgia  was  the  next  to  which  be 
wonld  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  The 
nsarped  powers  which  the  United  States  at- 
tempted to  exercise  over  her  provoked  the  pride 
<tf  tnat  State,  as  well  it  might.  When  the  Gov- 
ernment of  tbe  United  States  undertook  to  teU  her 
that  siie  could  not  extend  her  jurisdiction  over 
the  whole  of  her  own  soil,  she  might  well  reinst. 
This  contention,  arising  also  from  the  exercise 
of  donbtful  powers  by  the  United  States,  was 
at  one  moment  pregnant  with  awftil  menace. 

The  last,  bat  not  the  least,  of  the  conflicts 
whioh  have  arism  fhmi  the  exenuse  of  donbtAd 
powen  by  the  General  Goveniment,  waa  in  rela- 
tion to  we  protective  system.  Here  the  Gov- 
ernment (tf  the  United  States  had  asaomed  the 
right  nnlimited  taxation,  of  taxing  one  por- 
ti(m  of  the  commanity  for  the  benefit  of  another 
and  a  more  favored  portion.  He  hoped  that  he 
had  thas  succeeded  iu  establishing  the  po«tion 
that  most  of  the  controver^es  which  had  arisen 
had  their  origin  in  the  exercise  of  doubtful  pow- 
ers by  the  Federal  Government,  operating 
against  those  rights  which  the  States  deem 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  their  exist- 
ence in  a  sovereign  oapatuty. 

The  geatleman  from  New  Jersey  had  held  up 
the  oonstitution  in  his  hand,  and,  with  all  that 
patriotio  ardor  for  which  he  was  distingaished, 
idd  he  should  cling  to  the  bond.  L  too,  said 
Ifr.  B.,  will  dine  to  the  bond ;  and  while  I  will 
willingly  allow  the  gentleman  to  take  fall  nsage. 
I  hone  that,  in  taking  the  pound  of  flesh,  he  will 
not  fpill  one  drop  of  blood.  The  gentleman 
had  fuso  said,  that  old  Home  never  submitted 
to  the  dictation  of  any  of  her  provinces.  This 
was  a  luminous  commentary  on  the  rest  of  his 
remarks.  No  wonder  that  he  liad  spoken  dis- 
paragingly of  the  States,  when  he  compared 
them  to  Boman  provinces.  This  suCBctently 
accounted  for  the  consolidated  principles  of  the 
gentieman  from  New  Jersey.  Bat  old  Rome 
was  always  ready  to  extmd  jnstice  to  her  prov- 
inces. Whenever  tbe  deputies  <tf  a  province 
come  befim  her  Seoat^  she  did  not  faar  to  do 
them  Jostioe.  Ve  j^^^y  all  becondnj^  few  to 


do  wnng^  bat  we  should  not  fear  to  do  jus- 
tice. 

The  goitleman  frcnn  Kew  J^aey  had  sud  he 
would  not  afarike  a  nster  State,  but  would  retire 
tothewalL  He,  Mr.  B.,  admired  this  prindpla, 
which  so  admiroUy  aoom^ed  with  what  he 
knew  ci  tiie  private  worth  of  tlw  gentlonan  tmuk 
New  Jersey.  But  when  the  ^ua!^aaaa  went 
on  to  say  that  the  dignity  of  the  counttT'  required 
that  the  laws  should  be  executed,  he  could  not 
avoid  asking  him  in  what  that  dignity  craisiBtedl 
Did  it  consist  in  calling  out  the  military  power, 
in  bringing  citizen  into  conflict  with  citizen,  mod 
deluging  the  country  with  the  blood  of  her  chil- 
dren t  If  that  was  the  meaning  of  the  dignity 
of  the  country,  he,  Mr.  B.,  prayed  Heaven  to 
deliver  him  from  such  dignity.  He  considered 
that  the  digmty  and  honor  of  the  country 
would  be  best  promoted  and  established  by 
d(^ng  justice,  and  carrying  out  peaoefoUy  ana 
effioienUy  the  principles  of  tbe  oonatitutaon. 
This  would  be  worth  all  false  glory,  all  the  n»* 
tional  glory  of  which  we  have  henrd  so'  much. 
It  would  eoUpse  all  the  glory  of  imperial  Bmu^ 
and  of  impenal  Flranoe,  which  waa  nothing  to 
the  glbry  ot  a  just,  equu,  and  benignant  dispm- 
sation  of  the  laws. 

One  of  the  reasons  which  had  mainly  induced 
him  to  rise  was,  to  show  that  every  peacefnl 
remedy  should  be  resorted  to.  Tbe  constitution 
was  framed  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  deference.  It 
was  ratified  in  that  same  spirit  of  deferenoe,  and 
BO  it  ought  to  be  administered.  The  wh<^e  his- 
tory of  our  country  conforms  to  that  prindf^e ;  n 
mntoal  deference  to  all  great  intensts  (tf  tiie  ooon- 
i3j.  ThepraotioeoftheGovemmenthas  been  in- 
variably marked  with  the  spirit  of  condliaitim. 

The  State  of  Kentucky,  in  1794,  was  diaaat- 
isfied  with  the  Government  of  the  United  St^esj 
because  the  free  navigation  of  the  Htsaisnppi 
had  not  1>een  secnred.  The  Legislature  of  that 
State  made  a  strong  remoostranoe  on  the  aub- 
jeot  to  the  General  Gk)vernment,  cluming  that 
free  navigation  as  their  right.  They  asserted 
tiiat  God  and  nature  had  given  them  this  right ; 
and  they  menaced  a  withdrawal  from  the 
Union  if  it  was  not  obtained  for  them.  What 
was  the  course  of  Washington !  What  waa  tte 
ooune  of  the  American  Oongress  on  this  oocap 
idon?  Th^  did  not  aasame  the  gronnd  that 
they  would  not  legislate  wtule  this  menace  was 
held  over  them.  Yet  no  one  could  doubt  the 
courage  of  Washington.  No  one  ooold  dmibt 
that  he  was  not  prepared  for  eveiy  em«^;«iQy. 
He  said  that  the  Government  had  been  estab- 
lished in  a  spirit  of  compromise,  and  he  recom- 
mended that  a  respectful  reply  be  ^ven  to  the 
State.  He  laid  before  the  Leyialatore  tiie  facta 
in  the  case,  and  the  navigation  of  the  lli»- 
nsripp)  was  obtained. 

There  was  also  another  case,  which  was  the 
assumption  of  the  State  debts.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  ctf  the  revolution,  besides  the  national 
debt,  each  State  hodocmtraeted  itsdebt;  and  it 
waa  demanded  by  tiie  Sastem  States  that  dw 
General  QoTenuuent  should  aamnw  the  pay- 
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ment  of  these  debti  of  the  States.  Saoh  vae 
the  dissatisfaction  which  had  resulted  from 
Gonness  delaying  l^e  payment  of  these  debts 
for  five  years,  ^at  a  ^smembenneDt  of  the 
Union  was  expected.  In  mating  this  reference, 
he  bad  no  intention  to  cast  an  imputation  on 
the  States,  bat  merely  to  state  faetai  The  Gen- 
eral GorermnMit  utlmatel^y  aasnmed  these 
debts.  Suppose  that,  instead  of  taking  this 
course,  the  General  Govenmieot  had  acted  on 
the  idea  thrown  oat  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  that  the  pride  of  the  State  sover- 
eiffnties  ought  to  be  onecked ;  we  should  not, 
said  Hr.  B.,  be  at  this  moment  enc^png  in  this 
discusfflon,  and  enjoying  the  priviMge  to  whidi 
this  floor  entitles  us. 

The  next  instance  was  the  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo law  in  1807.  This  was  a  measure  of  Hr. 
Jefferson,  and  one  to  which  he  was  mudi  at- 
tached. But  when  he  saw  that,  by  the  contin- 
nauoe  of  this  embarKO,  the  TTnion  was  likely  to 
be  dismembered,  did  he  say  that  the  law  must 
be  enforoed  at  all  haaardal  No  such  thing. 
Adting  on  the  oniTiotion  that  this  is  a  Govern- 
ment  of  ctmipromise,  be  rcmealed  the  embugo. 
In  his  wons  pnblished  nnoe  hie  death,  it  is 
made  apparent  that  this  was  a  very  favorite 
measure  with  him.  Yet  on  the  approach  of  so 
dangerous  a  crisi8,.he  hesitated  not  to  abandon 
and  repeal  it. 

This  is  another  instance  of  concesuon  on  the 
part  o£  the  General  GoTemmeot  toStates,  which 
resisted  the  exercise  of  doubtfbl  powers. 

Hr.  B.  said,  as  be  had  stated  his  objections  to 
the  course  which  the  honorable  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee had  advised  or  recommended  to  the 
Senate  to  adopt,  and  deoning  it  not  calculated, 
•8  honorable  gentlemen  baa  obsured,  to  pre- 
nrre  the  Union,  but,  on  the  contrary,  oaloiuat- 
cdj  if  carried  into  practical  operation,  to  destroy 
this  gko^ouB  Union,  it  was  proper  th^  he  ehoold 
■tate  what  he  thought  would  best  meet  the 
present  crisis.  He  considered  the  true  remedy 
a  peaceful  remedy,  tiiat  of  conciliation,  accord- 
ing alike  with  the  genius  of  the  constitution 
and  the  practice  of  the  Government.  The  rev- 
enue should  be  reduced  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government;  and  the  oppression  which  the 
Southern  people  labored  under,  in  consequence 
of  the  tariff  system,  ought  to  be  removed.  If 
gentlemen  wished  to  presenre  the  Union,  the 
eonntry  should  be  appeased.  This  i^peared  to 
him  to  be  an  inhllible  remedy.  The  qd%  hor- 
ever,  whioh  the  committee  had  prescribedf 
might  be  franght  with  some  danger.  He  was 
aware  tiiat  there  was  a  set  of  politidaos,  who 
thought  this  the  ikvorable  moment  to  ti>y  the 
strength  of  the  Union,  and  that  Government 
ought  not  to  concede  one  particle  of  the  protec- 
tive System.  Can  it  be  possible,  at  this  day, 
(said  Mr.  B.,)  that  any  in£vidual  would  wish  to 
jeopardize  the  peace  and  harmony  of  twelve 
or  thirteen  millions  of  people,  not  only  the 
peace  of  a  whole  people,  but  to  retard  the  prog- 
ress of  free  Governments  throughout  the  world 
1^  an  experiment  of  that  kind,  to  ti7  the  strength 
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of  the  Union,  and  whether  it  can  survive  the 
use  of  the  military  power  t  He  hoped  not.  He 
trusted  thft  our  republic  would  be  hazarded  by 
no  such  speculative  experiment. 

It  is  argued,  continued  Mr.  B.,  that  the  State' 
of  South  Carolina  having  placed  herself  in  tJiis 
attitude  of  defence,  Congress  ought  not  to  legis* 
late  on  the  snbjcot,  as  had  been  uid  in  some  of 
the  newspapers,  while  the  sword  is  brandishing 
over  our  heads.  This  is  not  meeting  the  qnes- 
tion ;  it  is  not  the  true  question ;  it  is  a  qnea* 
tion  of  a  very  different  character.  Are  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Carolina  alone  ooncemed  in  this 
matter  ?  Is  not  a  vast  portion  of  the  American 
people  concerned  in  it  ?  Are  not  the  whole  of 
the  Southern  States  interested  in  this  sut^ectf 
It  is  not  only  the  Southern  States,  the  State  of 
New  Hamp^ire,  the  State  of  Uaine,  and  a  por* 
tion  of  the  people  of  New  York,  but  a  large  and 
respectable  nomber  of  the  States  in  the  South- 
which  consider  the  tariff  system  unjnst 
and  repugoant  to  the  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  that  we  have  no  n^t  to  keep  it  np. 
It  is  aigued  that  justice  should  not  be  dtme  to 
South  Carolina,  because shehasassumedamen- 
aoio^  attitude.  This  is  not  a  proper  view ;  it  is 
not  jnst  to  the  other  States.  Is  it  any  reason, 
because  South  Carolina  has  acted  imprudently, 
that  she  should  not  receive  justice  ?  If  she  has 
forfeited  uiy  claim  to  the  consideration  of  the 
General  Government^  ought  the  other  States  to 
incur  the  forfeiture  ?  Nothing  can  be  more  er- 
roneous, nothing  more  absui^  nothing,  I  will 
say,  more  tyrannical,  than  to  oppress  all  the 
Southern  States,  because  South  Carolioa  has 
acted  raahly.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  ai^e  this 
question  as  a  Bonthem  question.  Thank  God, 
in  the  exmnse  of  my  legislative  rights  and 
duties  here,  I  can  look  beyond  t^e  Fotomao. 
Thank  God,  I  have  a  feeling  which  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  geographical  limits  of  any  portion 
of  the  United  States.  I  can  look  and  Judge  of 
my  countrymen  north  as  well  as  south  of  the 
Potomac ;  and  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctiy  under* 
stood,  that  what  I  now  say  respecting  South 
Carolina,  I  deem  applicable  to  every  member 
of  this  confederacy.  To  no  one  of  these  States 
would  I  arrogantly  say,  I  will  not  do  justice,  un- 
til you  oome  on  your  knees  before  me. 

I  do  hope,  if  I  have  any  patriotism,  it  is  not 
that  narrow  contracted  patriotism  which  is  con- 
fined to  gewraphical  limits.  I  tmst  it  is  that 
patriotism  which  looks  abroad  over  the  Union, 
and  raibraces  every  portion  of  my  fellow-dti- 
zens.  And  so  help  me  God,  if  my  constituents 
were  this  day  to  demand  that  I  should  perpe- 
trate an  act  of  iigastice  against  any  memow  of 
this  confederacy,  that  I  should  do  an  act  in  bo* 
half  of  North  Carolina  which  would  trendi 
upon  the  rights  of  Maine  or  of  Massachusetts, 
or  Pennsylvania,  which  I  believed  destructive 
of  their  constitutional  rights,  so  help  me  God  I 
would  resign  my  seat^  and  retire  to  my  home, 
rather  than  jeopard  the  peace  of  this  Bepublio, 
this  glorious  experiment  of  a  free  Governments 
by  taking  what  justly  belongs  to  Mune,  ana 
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nqjustly  to  bestow  it  on  North  Carolina ;  be- 
lieving that  a  man  presents  a  more  trol^  digni- 
fied atUtude  who  refiises  to  do  an  gnjnst  act, 
titan  he  who  persereres  in  injustice. 

But  what  are  we  now  called  npon  to  dot 
"We  are  called  npon  Imminuitly  to  jeopard  the 
pnblio  peace,  by  a  norel  and  dangeroos  experi- 
ment ;  to  enforce  a  law  which  not  Mil;  a  l^ge 
portion  of  the  American  people  belieTe  nncon- 
Btitational,  bnt  which  I  verily  believe,  if  the 
qaestion  were  submitted  to  their  individual 
opioion  this  day,  they  woald  repudiate  and  re- 
quire to  be  rejected.  We  are  called  upon  to 
enforce  a  tariff  law,  which  I  believe  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  United  States  desire 
to  have  amended  or  modified  ;  and  the  mod- 
iScation  of  which  is  fortified  likewise  by  the 
ncommendation  of  the  Ohief  Magistrate. 

And  before  I  proceed  further,  let  me  ezplwn 
myself  on  this  point  I  do  not  take  the  gronnd, 
and  I  will  not  take  U,  and  I  wish  to  do  dis- 
tinctly understood  with  respect  to  this  mattw, 
tiiat  a  law  which  is  tainted  with  iujostlce  shonld 
not  be  pnt  in  force.  X  take  the  ground  that 
no  law  oppressive  in  its  character  shonld  be  ex- 
ecuted by  interposition  of  military  power,  until 
every  pacific  measure  which  can  be  devised 
shall  have  been  resorted  to  without  the  desired 
result.  The  remedy  for  evils  of  the  greatest 
magnitade  should  be  sought  for  in  the  peaceful 
tribunals  of  this  country,  according  to  the  great 
principles  handed  down  to  as  by  the  English 
whigs,  and  which  we  have  infused  into  the 
spirit  of  our  eonatitntion  and  government. 

If,  on  a  failure  of  all  these  means,  it  shall  be 
found  necessary  to  use  force  to  execute  the 
laws,  let  It  be  ttsed.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  eraergeooy  cannot  arise ;  but  I  do  say, 
that  before  a  law  of  this  kind  is  to  be  ezeonted, 
before  the  peace  of  the  Union  is  to  be  disturbed, 
there  ought  to  be  a  reference  to  the  justice,  to 
the  wisdom  of  Congress,  to  weigh,  to  examine 
the  provisions  of  that  law,  and  solemnly  to 
pause  and  reflect  before  proceeding  to  pat  it  in 
force  by  military  power. 

I  beg  leave,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  advert  to  what 
the  President  of  the  United  States  has  said  in  his 
message  to  Congress,  and  I  do  it  because  this  is 
the  first  remedy  which  Um  Freddrat  recom- 
mended to  Omigress  at  the  opening  of  the  pres- 
ent session.  I  oaanot  donbt,  that  if  the  Execu- 
tive wishes  were  consulted,  he  would,  and  de- 
cddedly,  give  the  preference  to  a  peacefbl  settle- 
ment of  the  difficulties  by  Congress.  I  do  not 
moan,  to  say  that  his  preference  should  influence 
our  l^^ation,  but  it  ought  to  have  weight 
with  us. 

Speaking  of  the  extinguishment  of  the  public 
debt,  the  President  goes  on  to  remark : 

"  The  Gaal  removal  of  this  great  burden  from  onr 
resources  affords  the  mesns  of  further  provisions 
for  aU  ^e  objects  of  geuertl  welfare  and  public  de- 
fence which  the  constitutioa  authorises,  and  pre- 
MOt»  the  occMion  for  BQch  farther  redaeUon  of  the 
revenne  as  may  not  be  r^qu'^^d  for  them.  From 
the  report  of  the  Seont^y     ^  Treasury,  it  wiU 
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be  seen  that  after  the  present  year,  anch  a  rednction 
may  be  made  to  a  conaldemble  extent ;  and  the  sob* 
ject  is  earnestly  reeonimended  to  the  conafdevstiai 
of  Coogresi,  in  tbe  hope  that  the  combined  wisdom 
of  the  represeiitstiTes  of  the  people  will  devise  such 
means  of  effecting  that  salutary  object,  u  may  re- 
move those  burdens  which  shall  be  found  to  fall 
unequally  upon  any,  and  aa  may  promote  mil  the 
great  uitcreats  of  the  community." 

A^n,  in  another  part  <tf  tbe  message,  the 
President  remarks : 

"That  manufactures  adequate  to  the  supply  of  our 
domestic  coiismnpUon  would,  la  the  abstract,  be  ben- 
efidal  to  our  country,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt; 
and  to  effect  their  establishment,  there  is  per- 
haps no  American  citisen  who  would,  not  for  « 
wule  be  willing  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  them. 
But  for  this  purpose,  it  is  presuuied  that  a  tariff 
of  high  duties,  deigned  for  perpetual  protec- 
tion, has  entered  into  the  minds  of  but  few  of  our 
statesmen.  Tbe  most  they  have  auticipated  is  a 
temporary,  and  generally  incidental  protection, 
which  they  maintain  has  the  effect  to  reduce  tbe 
price,  by  domestic  competition,  below  that  of  tbe 
foreign  article.  Experience,  however,  oar  beat 
gdde  on  this  as  on  other  subjects,  makes  it  donbt* 
nil  whether  the  advantages  of  this  system  are  not 
coimterbalanced  by  many  evils,  and  whether  it  does 
net  tend  to  beget  in  the  minds  of  a  large  portion 
of  our  countrymen  a  spirit  of  discontent  and  jeal- 
ousy dangerous  to  the  stability *of  the  Union." 

These  are  the  sentiments  of  the  President  re- 
gairding  the  law  which  we  are  now  called  on  to 
adopt  extraordinary  means  of  carrying  into  ex- 
eontion. 

As  I  consider  this  is  a  most  important  pdnt^ 
as  I  consider  it  tbe  tme  means  of^ronovinR  ih» 

difficulty  now  involved  in  this  question,  lutve 
not  only  adverted  to  the  annual  message  of  the 
President  as  lowing  the  views  of  the  adnunia- 
tration  and  their  remedy  for  the  difficnldes  in 
the  South,  bnt  I  would  now  b^  leave  to  read 
from  the  annnal  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Uie 
Treasury. 

[Here  Hr,  B.  read  an  extract  from  the  annnal 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
suMect  of  the  reduction  o£  the  duties.] 

Thns  we  have  the  dinwt  snggestion  of  the 
presMit  administration,  that  this  is  the  most  ap- 
propriate remedy.  It  is  iba  one  which  was  fint 
Bnt^ted  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  and  I 
befieve  it  is  calculated  to  acMeve  all  the  great 
objects  so  moch  to  be  dedred,  all  which  it  is 
necessary  to  achieve,  and  that  witlioat  endan- 
gering the  republic 

What  is  the  extraordinary  spectacle,  I  would 
remark,  which  the  American  republic  now  ex- 
hibits to  the  world?  A  republic  which  has 
heretofore  boasted  of  its  freedom — a  repnbUc 
which  has  heretofore  pursued  the  ^'  even  and 
peaceful  tenor  of  its  way  " — a  republic  which 
had  been  found  competent  to  all  the  Intimate 
purposes  of  Government  without  slanghtering 
its  citizem,  and  which,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, has  gone  on  peaceably  for  fifty  yeai& 
We  present  the  extaaordinary  nwotaole  oi  call* 
log  on  the  adminirtration  ana  the  Kxeondve 
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branch  of  the  Government  to  enforce  a  law 
againat  a  portion  of  onr  fellow-citizens,  to  com- 
pel them  to  contribate  so  much  money  to  the 
revenue,  which  it  is  acknowledged  is  six  mll- 
lions  annnallj  more  than  is  requisite  for  the 
wants  of  the  General  Government.  A  removal 
of  that  bnrden  wonld  remove  all  difficoltj  with 
the  State  of  Soath  Carolina.  Even  a  partial 
nrnoral  of  it,  a  mitigation  of  it,  wonld  make 
the  tariff  sfstem  more  aeoeptable  to  Uie  people, 
withoat  a  total  Abandonment  trf  ^e  piindpleB. 
I  speak  in  nfbrenoe  to  the  views  and  prevailing 
sentiments  of  XtM  portion  ctf  the  people  I  repre- 
sent. 

Sir,  it  does  appear  to  me  a  powerfhl  consid- 
eration that  we  are  almost  on  the  eve  of  a  civil 
war;  and  for  whatt  To  enforce  a  law  for  the 
collection  of  revenne,  when  itia  a^itted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasniji  that  there  are  at 
present  six  millions  of  dollars  more  than  la , 
wanted  for  the  common  pniposes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment Is  this  ealcnlated  to  elevate  ns  !n  the 
eyes  of  the  nations  of  Enropet  Is  this  ealcn- 
lated to  chMc  the  hopes  of  those  pei^e  who 
have  been  Itrng  stmn^Hng  for  their  rights  t 
Permit  me  to  say  tbati  think  it  will  somewhat 
weaken  the  force  of  onr  republican  experiment ; 
yet,  I  believe  tlutt  onr  Government  is  capable 
of  achieving  all  the  great  olfjeota  for  which  it 
was  designed,  and  settling  this  matter. 

If  in  the  revolutionary  contest,  when  the 
blood  and  treasnre  of  this  oonntry  were  pro- 
fusely poured  forth  to  establish  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  mankind,  to  give  self-government 
and  to  abolish  unjust  taxation,  any  one  of  our 
anoMtoTs  who  were  eiupiged  in  this  glwions 
Btmggle  had  predicted  vat  in  less  than  half  a 
oentoty  afterwards  we  should  be  engaged  in  the 
oontoderaUon  of  a  bill  to  compel  a  portion  of 
the  people,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  pay 
taxes  when  the  Government  had  six  millions  of 
dollars  more  than  it  needed,  they  would  not 
have  bdieved  him ;  credulity  Itself  at  that  time 
wonld  not  have  believed  such  a  prediction.  If 
they  could  have  credited  the  story,  it  would 
have  enervated  the  arm  which  struck  for  Ub- 
erty,  wonld  have  damped  the  bosom  which 
glowed  with  patriotism.  Bnt  what  has  been 
the  practice  of  onr  Government  heretofore  1  1 
beg  leave  to  recur  to  another  case  distingnished 
io  the  history  of  our  Government,  and  which  I 
overlooked  at  the  time  I  was  remarking  on  the 
variona  instvnoes  fivbewanoe  shown  by  onr 
Government.  In  the  late  war,  when  a  lai^ge 
minority  of  the  people  the  United  States  be- 
lieved the  pride  m  the  oonntry  to  have  been 
wonnded,  when  the  constitnted  authorities  of 
the  land  believed  the  national  honor  to  have 
been  trampled  upon  by  the  British  Government, 
and  considered  it  the  sacred  duty  of  all  to  as- 
sist them  in  resenting  the  insolt,  we  found  many 
on  that  oeeasion — ^yes,  even  pending  the  gloom- 
iest period  of  the  war — resisting  every  bill 
which  went  to  ^ve  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  men  and  means  to  prosecute  that 
war.   They  redsted  it  on  tiie  gitnnd  that  peace 


might  be  obtained,  and,  I  believe,  becanse  they 
deemed  the  war  to  be  ni^Just,  and  while  our 
villages  were  smoking  and  onr  country  invaded 
by  a  large  body  of  hostile  troops. 

We  find  at  that  moment  a  large  body  of  men 
in  Congress,  whose  patriotism  I  do  not  call  in 
question — fctr  be  it  from  me  to  do  so — a  power- 
nil,  talented,  and  respectable  boc^  of  men,  even 
at  the  darkest  periods  of  that  war,  voting 
against  giving  men  and  money  to  carry  on  the 
war.  Great  Britain  had  trampled  on  our  com- 
mercial rights,  had  insulted  ns  on  the  high  seas 
for  six  years  before  war  was  declared.  Not- 
withstanding all  this,  we  found  a  powerful 
body  who  said  that  no  army  or  money  ought  to 
be  voted  to  the  Government.  Now,  if  that 
spirit  of  forbearance,  great  as  it  was,  could  be 
shown  to  an  enemy  whose  cry  was,  Delenda  e$t 
Carthago— \t  that  spirit  could  be  exercised  hello 
JUtgraiUe — certainly  some  Uttie  patience  is  due 
to  our  brethren  of  the  Sonth.  Sorely  some  for- 
bearance ou^t  to  be  ahown  to  our  country- 
men. If  there  were  -many  at  that  &ne  who 
thought  the  sword  should  not  be  undieathed 
against  those  who  wonld  trample  us  under 
foot,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  we  are  now  to 
plunge  it  into  oar  fellow-citizens  withoat  some 
little  examination  into  their  cause  ? 

I  wish  to  be  distinctiy  understood  on  one 

fioint.  I  do  not  intend  to  justify  South  Caro- 
ina ;  I  am  not  ber  advocate,  but  she  has  a  right 
to  have  justice  done  her.  I  do  believe,  how- 
ever, that  this  question  may  be  settied ;  and 
that  by  acting  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation — a 
spirit  not  only  due  to  her,  bnt  the  vast  portions 
the  North  and  South— the  qnestion  mi^t  be 

Sot  at  rest.  As  rq^ards  the  nnion  of  these 
tates,  there  ia  not  a  memberin  the  Senate,  and 
I  trust  I  shall  not  be  conudwed  egoftistacal 
when  I  say  that  there  is  not,  in  the  whole 
Union,  one  in  soul  and  heart  more  dearly  de- 
voted to  it  than  my  humble  self.  I  believe  that 
all  the  advantages  of  liberty,  and  of  a  free  gov- 
ernment, are  at  issue  in  this  matter ;  and  it  is 
for  that  reason  I  urge  a  pacific  course.  Even 
the  Grenvilles  and  the  Nortiis,  arrogant  as  they 
were,  even  they  brought  forward  their  meas- 
ures ;  even  they  repealed  some  of  their  odious 
laws  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  the  colonies.  And 
shall  it  be  s^d,  there  ia  now  a  spirit  more  inex- 
orable, more  inaeceadble  to  the  v<noe  of  justice^ 
than  that  whidi  prevailed  under  Qie  jBMti^ 
monarchy.  If  so,  the  blood  of  tiiose  who 
achieved  the  revolution  was  shed  in  vain,  and 
the  hopes  of  the  friends  of  free  government  are 
forever  put  at  rest.  If  that  inexorable  princi- 
ple, that  there  ia  to  be  no  regard  paid  to  the 
feelings  and  wishes  of  the  minority,  he  would 
say  that  this  would  change  the  whole  principle 
of  our  federal  compact,  depriving  it  of  all  ita 
republican  and  benignant  features,  and  convert- 
ing the  federal  into  a  consolidated  Government. 

In  every  portion  of  the  Union  there  is  a  set 
of  {^reat  primary  interests.   He  wished  to  be 
I  distmctiy  understood  on  this  point.   He  did  not 
1  mean  to  saj  that  the  Qovermnent  of  the  United 
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States  ibotild  yield  to  every  rash  reqairement 
of  a  State ;  far  from  it ;  bat  he  did  intend  to 
WKjt  tbat  whenevw  auj  of  thow  groat  prinuny 
and  leading  interests  made  Josfc  remonstavnoe 
ag^nrt  any  obvions  oppresnon,  it  was  onr  duty, 
in  the  tnte  federative  spirit  of  onr  Govern- 
ment, to  forbear ;  otherwise,  the  Government 
most  effectnaily  change  ita  character.  The  West 
baa  her  primary  interests  and  senubilities  in 
reference  to  the  great  luid  qnektion,  and  he 
(Mr.  B.)  would  always  be  disposed  to  do  ample 
justice  to  her  as  well  as  to  every  other  section 
of  this  country.  He  would  not  feel  power  and 
forget  right  New  York  has  great  interests  ia 
a  oommeroial  and  mannfaotaring  way;  he, 
therefore,  would  do  nothing  that  woold  trample 
them  down.  He  would  let  thou  be  free  as 
th^y  are,  and  tiiem  all  tiie  privileges  they 
reqidra.  With  regard  to  the  manu&otaring 
interests  of  the  oonntry,  he  believed  that  the 
constitution  did  not  tax  the  interests  of  one 
portion  of  the  people  to  ben^t  anodier.  He 
wonld  bear  ana  forbear.  And,  as  to  a  spedfie 
measnre  for  the  reduction  of  the  revenae,  he 
declared  that  he  was  not  one  of  those  who 
would  give  a  deadly  blow  to  the  mannfaeturing 
interesta,  by  athorongh  and  too  rapid  reduction 
to  the  revenae  point.  He  would  do  it  gradual- 
ly, in  that  spirit  of  forbearance  which  is  doe  to 
the  whole  Union.  Having  glanced  at  the  pe- 
mliar  intereata  of  the  west  and  North,  he 
would  now  advert  to  those  of  the  Sonuiem 
States.  Their  interests  consist  in  prodadng  as 
much  as  poadble,  sedling  at  the  hi^est  prices, 
and  haying  as  low  as  possible.  But  tltat  nat- 
nral  coarse  of  things  had  been  intermpted  by 
the  Government  of  (he  United  States  for  many 
years  past  But  he  did  not  sobseribe  to  tbat 
doctrine  which  is  mwit^ned  by  Bome,  that 
there  are  not  essential  interests  c<Hnmon  to  a 
large  portion  of  the  United  States.  He  believed 
every  section  of  the  Union,  North,  Sonth,  West, 
and  East,  were  inseparably  connected.  There 
was  no  such  thing  as  an  adverse  interest  It 
was  true  that  an  artificial  state  of  things  had 
grown  np. 

There  was  no  difference  between  the  great 
nataral  interests  which  Qod  and  nature  had 
given  US ;  if  there  was  any  ^Iferenoe,  it  arose 
from  a  dread  of  nqjoat  l^islataon.  Uqjust  l^is- 
lation  had  prodaoed  it,  and  not  the  diversity  of 
s^  habits,  and  pursuits.  The  tme  doctrine 
was,  to  extend  eqoal  protection  to  all  in  their 
various  habits  and  pnrsaita,  and  leave  Uie  path 
free  for  a  genennu  and  bwiefidal  oompmtion 
of  all. 

Frond  as  he  was  of  the  achievements  which 
had  been  performed  under  the  star-spangled 
banner;  proad  as  he  was  of  the  stars  and 
stripes  which  have  fluttered  in  every  sea  and 
everr  clime ;  anxions  as  he  was  for  the  g^ory 
of  uie  oouDtry;  yet  God  forbid  tliat  those 
■tripes  and  stars,  which  had  heretofore  been 
fbe  rallying  point  of  heroism,  shonld  now  float 
over  the  maw^  coram  of  onr  bleeding 
eonntiTmen.  6od  turi^d  that  osr  ooontry 
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should  undergo  this  aad  and  disaatrons  renAa- 
tion,  for  he  li^eved,  whenever  that  dionld  talw 
idaoe,  not  only  the  liberties  of  this  ooontry, 
bst  the  best  and  brightest  hopes  the  dTiliaed 
world,  would  he  destroyed  forever. 

Mr.  FuLiHOHDTsnT  said,  that  he  asked  tfae 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  say  a  word,  to  cor- 
rect some  misappreheniions  of  the  Senator  tnm 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Bbown.)  Sir,  sidd  Mr.  F., 
I  mast  have  been  peculiarly  unhappy  in  stating 
my  views,  when  the  Senator  underManda  me  to 
have  compared  our  Govemmrat  with  the 
Roman  provinces.  So  fiir  fW>m  this,  I  did,  in 
very  explicit  terms,  refer  to  Rome  by  w^  of 
grateful  contrast,  not  of  parallel ;  and  n^ed, 
that  it  was  beoEuue  we  were  not  eonqo&ea 
provinees,  but  a  Union  d  free  and  oo-eqaal 
Statea;  tuat  it  was  beeanse  onra  was  a  peaee 
and  not  a  war  ^>irit,  that  I  would  retract  from 
a  oustom-honBe  on  land  to  a  onatom-honse  <» 
the  water ;  that  from  a  real  tenderness  oi  shed^ 
ding  a  brotiier's  blood,  I  would  go  baok  to  the 
very  wall  and  never  strike,  nnol  forbaaranoe 
should  itself  become  treason. 

Again,  sir,  I  was  quite  as  nnfortnnate  with 
the  honorable  Senator,  when  he  ascribes  to  me 
the  notion  that  our  constitution  was  the  pro* 
doction  of  the  people  in  the  aggregate.  I  too 
well  knew  the  uct  to  be  otherwise,  to  contrad 
for  such  an  absurdity.  In  adopting  the  oonsti- 
tntion,  it  was  iunsted  that  the  pemle  acted  in 
separate  oommunities,  and  for  the  palpable 
reason  that  they  ttdstM  in  separate  eomnmnl. 
ties.  Bat,  sir,  as  matter  ai^ument,  I  endear^ 
ored  to  uow,  that  so  fiar  as  ooneemed  the 
ofaaraoter  of  tbe  instrument,  the  eKtent  d  its 
powers,  or  the  nature  of  the  Government 
created  by  it,  it  was  altogether  immaterial 
whether  the  popnlar  will  was  asoertuned  by 
distinct  communities,  or  by  a  reference  to  some 
aggr^ate  expression  of  that  will.  That  even 
granting  tbe  largest  demands  of  the  gentlraien 
who  press  the  pretensions  of  State  sovereignty, 
it  would  not  in  any  measure  impair  the 
strength  of  the  proposition  that  mMntuns  the 
supreme  authority  of  the  General  Government, 
by  the  nature  of  the  powers  oontained  in  the 
grant  That,  in  Mther  view  of  the  snl^Jeot,  we 
mnat  still  torn  to  the  otHutitnlim  as  tlw  baat 
exponnderof  ita^;  and  if  the  delegation  haa 
there  been  made,  why,  rir,  the  eharaiMw  <tf  the 
party  to  it  cannot  ttS'ect  the  grant  After  all 
onr  specalationsit.we  are  constrained  in  tbe  end 
to  inquire  what  are  the  attribntea  witli  wUeh 
(he  ooostitation  investa  the  d^artmeDti  of  the 
Government 


TciSDAT,  Febroary  6. 
The  J2M0MM  OoOteliMBai 
Tbe  Senate  then  resumed  the  otmrideratioD 
of  the  bill  further  to  provide  for  the  ot^ection 
of  the  dntiea  on  impovts. 

Mr.  Houata  aald  he  woold  enne  to  the  que^ 
tion  in  eontrovwOT,  which  he  omaldered  to  be 
this,  and  pialnlytlua:   In  tiie  oonffiot  <tf  power 
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betveen  the  Uaited  States  and  an^  dng^e 
State,  who  is  the  final  and  effectaal  umpire? 
MfksX.  anthoritroan  decide  when  these  disagree, 
and  make  its  decision  effectoal  I  Had  he  stated 
the  qaestton  furly?  Tea,  he  said,  that  qaes- 
tion  most  ccoae,  and  there  waa  no  going  be- 
tween it ;  no  intermediate  ooorse  by  which  it 
eovtld  be  escaiMd.  Hie  coiutitntion  has  eatab- 
liabed  no  mnpire  for  sneh  a  case;  and  when 
the  conflict  comes,  the  qneation  mnst  be 
decided,  who  is  the  final  power  to  judge  it? 
Hj  groand  ia^  then,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  this 
power  most  of  neoeauty  be  reated  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States;  not  in 
the  jExeontive,  bat  in  the  whole  Government ; 
and  that  it  most  hare  the  power  to  execute 
its  decisions,  or  else  it  ia  a  noUit^r-  How  then 
did  the  case  now  stand?  The  power  of  the 
Govemment  of  the  United  States  to  lay  im- 
posts, it  was  well  known,  was  an  exdnsive 
power.  The  States  were  prohibited  the  exer- 
dse  of  ft  witbont  theasamt  of  Oongreaa.  If 
the  poww  ezista  at  all,  it  is  exclaaiTe  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Kow,  he 
asked,  the  power  bdng  granted  to  the  United 
States  and  prohibited  to  the  States,  can  the 
States  control  the  exercise  of  it?  JCr.  H.  went 
on  to  argue  that  it  oonld  not  be  a  concurrent 
power.  Kor  could  it  be  an  alternate  power, 
tiiat  may  be  exercised  either  by  the  General 
or  the  State  Qovemmenta.  Snppose,  he  s^d, 
that  the  United  States  were  to  arrest  a  man 
for  treason,  convict  and  haxkg  bim  for  resisting 
the  laws,  it  would  be  a  very  nselees  thing  for 
a  State  Government  to  take  up  the  case,  and 
determine  to  on-hang  Uie  man ;  at  least  if  they 
did,  it  would  be  of  very  little  nse  to  the  dead 
man.  Tlie  power,  b^ng  in  the  Govemment  o£ 
the  United  otatea,  must  be  an  ^ndusive  power, 
the  exercise  of  which  no  State  had  a  nght  to 
obstruct  Kow,  said  Hr.  H.,  oomes  the  issne. 
The  Oongresa  of  the  United  States  have  passed 
certain  revenue  laws;  they  have  been  acted 
npon,  adjudged  to  be  constitutional,  and  have 
been  exeoated  by  the  Executive.  South 
Carolina  says  they  are  unconstitutional,  and 
^  has  passed  laws  intended  to  repeal  them  or 
make  them  inoperative  within  her  limits. 
The  question,  then,  has  arisen,  shall  the 
laws  of  South  Carolina  succeed,  or  those  of 
the  United  States? 

Fasrang  1^,  tor  the  present,  the  docbine  of 
paaeeable  niUiification  of  the  laws,  Ur.  H.  said 
he  would  see  If  he  could  not  understand  some  I 
ctfthe  doctrines  which  had  been  advanoed  in 
regard  to  social  and  political  compacts.  If  he 
understood  gentlemen  tlieir  meaning  was  that 
a  social  compact  is  one  which  may  be  enforoed; 
a  political  compact  one  which  may  or  may  not 
be  enforced.  To  be  a  littie  more  explicit,  he 
most  go  back  to  his  schoolboy  days  for  an 
analogous  distinction — that  between  perfect 
and  imperfect  obligations.  Those  who  have 
read  Yattel  and  Paley  know  that  a  perfect 
obligation  mnst  be  enforced,  and  an  imperfect 
oUigatiML  may  or  maj  not  be  performed,  at 
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pleasure.  The  only  question  to  be  determined 
IS,  whether  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  be  the  one  or  the  other  of  these.  Z 
insist,  said  Mr.  H.,  upon  ita  obligatory  character, 
and  its  power  of  enforcing  its  own  authority ; 
that  it  18  a  perfect  oompu^  a  social  compact 
as  gentlemen  call  it.  My  syllof^sm,  then,  is 
this:  that  a  pezftot  obligation  mi^  be  en- 
forced in  the  manner  preseribed  in  the  com- 
pact; that  the  United  States  constltaHon  la  a 
perfect  obligation;  and  that  it  m^,  there- 
fore, 1m  enforced  in  the  manner  preseribed  in 
the  compact.  If  I  do  not  prove  all  this,  rir,  then 
my  doctiine  mnst  fall  to  the  ground. 

Now,  sir,  here  is  a  case.  The  United  States 
passed  certain  revwne  lavs,  which  the  State 
of  Sonth  Carolina  annuls.  If  the  United 
States  have  the  power  to  pass  the  revenue 
laws,  the  nullifying  laws  are  nullified.  The 
minor,  in  this  proposition,  depends  npon  the 
facts  and  principles  out  of  which  the  conetita- 
titm  arose.  He  should  attempt  to  show  flrat, 
that  tha  United  States,  at  the  time  of  adopting 
the  constitntion,  had  power  to  grant  to  a 
G«ieral  Government  the  right  of  ultimate 
decision ;  second,  that  the  States  intended  to 
do  it;  third,  that  they  did  it;  and,  fourth, 
that  they  have  always  since  acted  up  to  ^ii 
intention.  He  would  pledge  himself  to  make 
these  propositions,  if  he  could.  What  ia 
sovereignty  ?  There  is  but  one  absolute  sover^ 
eign — except  the  Sovereign  of  the  Universe. 
Ho  State  IB  sovereign  except  in  respect  to 
other  States.  Every  nation  that  governs  itself 
nnder  what  form  soever,  without  dependence  on 
a  foreign  power,  is  sovereign.  Can  the  Govern- 
ment enforce  obligations  upon  the  pet^le  of 
tiiis  Uiuon?  Then  sovoreignty  is  vestedf 
it  is  vested  with  the  right  to  govern  the  peo- 
ple over  whom  it  acts.  If  the  people  die- 
posed  of  a  part  of  thdr  sovere^ty  to  a 
co-tidn  body  of  men,  they  made  a  grant  at  will, 
which  they  can  resume  whowver  they  please. 
The  grant  to  a  certain  body  of  men  of  exclusive 
legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  power,  is  a 

Sant  at  will,  according  to  our  Declaration  of 
dependence.  The  power  that  gives  the 
sovereignty  can  take  it  back;  but  where 
several  States  concur  to  grant  a  sovereignty 
for  the  common  benefit,  two  or  three  of  the 
parties  cannot  withdraw  it  without  the  assmt 
of  the  wholfc  He  ^d  not  care  whether  the 
States  or  the  people  made  the  grant. 

The  inquiry  whether  the  States  or  the 
people  made  ibo  grant  is  entirely  beside  the 
qae8ti<m.  Suppose  Great  Britain  made  the 
constitntion  for  us.  The  question  would  be, 
what  is  it  t  Does  it  vest  in  the  United  States 
soverei|^  powers,  whether  expressly,  or  by 
implication?  Thatthepowersgiven  bytheoon- 
stitation  are  sovereign,  there  is  doubt.  The 
powers  to  make  peace  and  war,  to  coin  money, 
&C.,  are  attributes  of  sovereignty.  Two  or 
more  States  may  grant  to  a  common  Govern- 
ment all  their  le^slative,  judicial,  and  execn- 
tive  powers.  Thia  would  be  a  grant  of  thxSi 
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whole  Borereigatj.  Ooiueqiieoittf,  they  mi^t 
grant  oertun  defined  powws,  and  this 
would  be  a  grant  of  a  portion  of  their 
sovereignty.  Those  prindples  by  no  means 
admit  the  inference  that  the  people  of  a  State 
may  reserve  federal  sovereignty.  Two  or  more 
States,  then,  as  they  have  the  power,  may  vest 
in  the  common  Government  the  right  to  defipe  its 
own  limits.  He  wonld  admit  that  where  the 
m^ority  of  the  people  could  decide,  the  Govern- 
ment would  become  consolidated.  But  that 
consolidation,  in  thu  case,  would  result  in 
despotism,  he  wonld  not  admit.  The  federal 
power,  so  far  from  tendins  to  (xmaotidatioii, 
beld  the  popoUv  power  in  (£eok. 

miis  was  a  most  happy  ftame  of  Govern- 
ment, ^e  popular  power  held  the  federal 
power  in  check,  and  the  federal  power  checked 
the  popular  power.  He  need  not  go  beyond 
these  walls  for  an  illustration  of  this  position. 
Oan  the  Eo^ority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  without  the  ooncurreaoe  of  the  States, 
as  States,  carry  a  measure}  Certunly.  not. 
Look  at  the  facta  of  the  case.  He  would  illus- 
trate it  by  a  few  examples.  Fourteen  States 
of  this  UoiOQ,  in  popolatlon  a  little  above  one- 
fourth  of  the  whole  population  of  the  United 
States^  oan  defeat  any  measure  of  the  Honse  of 
B^resentatives.  Thhieen  States  in  populap 
Uon  somewhat  below  a .  fourth  of  the  whcde 
population  of  the  United  States,  or  even 
twelve  States  with  a  population  bat  a  Uttie 
above  one-third  of  the  whole,  may  defeat  any 
federal  law.  How,  fhen,  oan  the  popular 
branch  carry  any  measure  they  please,  and 
produce  a  consolidation  of  power?  But  t^s 
was  not  all.  Thirteen  States  could  always 
check  the  whole  popular  power  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  judges,  for  the  judges  were  created 
by  the  federative  power.  The  States,  too,  were 
represented  in  the  electoral  colleges.  Ko 
Government  under  heaven  waa  so  capable  as 
this  is  of  protecting  the  rights  of  the  minority. 
£r  each  State  had  an  equal  vote,  the  Govern- 
ment wonld  be  merely  federative;  and  if  the 
House  of  Bepreaentatives  had  all  the  legisla- 
tive power,  the  Government  wonld  be  consoli- 
dated; .bnt  it  waa  neither  federative  nor 
coiuoliclated.  The  federative  in  the  Senate, 
and  the  popuhtr  power  in  the  House,  checked 
each  other,  and  there  was  a  third  compound 
power  in  the  Executive  which  checked  both. 
Never  was  power  in  any  Government  so  well 
b^anced.  Yet  we  are  told  that  we  must  go 
beyond  this  power,  to  ascertain. whether  State 
ri^ts  have  been  violated  here  or  not. 

Having  shown  thaft  .the.  States  conld  form 
jnat  snoh  a  Government  as  we  have,  the  next 

aaesUan  waa,  did  ^ey  derign  to  form  it  ?  If 
did  not,  then  they  decdved  the  people, 
or  the  people  deceived  themselvea  What 
was  the  <dd  confederation  called?  *'A  le^ue 
of  perpetual  union,"  not  a  Government  The 
oonstitutiou  was  called  the  Oonstitntioa  of  the 
IJ&ited  States:  tiiat  is,  a  consUtntionof  Govern- 
ment, Each  Ststi^  Qader  the  old  confederation, 
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retained  its  soverngnty,  freedom,  and  indepeod- 
enoe;  and  every  power,  jurisdiction,  and 
right,  which  is  not  by  the  oonfederaticHi 
expressly  delegated  to  tiie  United  States  fat 
Congress  assembled.  Under  the  constitution, 
the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
by  the  constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively, 
or  to  the  people.  The  old  oonfedersAion  had 
legislative  but  not  executive  and  judicial 
power.  He  appealed  to  gentiemen  to  say 
whether  the  constitution  was  formed  for  m&y 
other  purpose  bat  to  create  a  sovereign  power. 
It  bestowed  on  the  General  Govemmmit  aU 
the  attribntes  of  sovereigiity,  «id  it  b^ns, 
"  We,  tiie  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  fbrm  a  more  perfect  Union,"  Ac 

Mr.  H.  then  compared  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  with  that  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  to  show,  that,  in  titie^  and  in  tiie 
causes  conferring  judicial,  executive,  and  l^i»- 
lative  power,  they  bore  a  strong  resemblance, 
and  had  the  same  object  in  view — the  creation 
of  a  soverei^ty.  In  each  case,  the  framera 
seemed  to  thmk  they  were  doing  tiie  same  sort 
of  business  ;  making  a  compulsory. power  tor 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  obedienoe  to  the  con- 
stitution. Was  it  to  be  believed  that  the  ^ate 
oonstitnthms  were  to  be  enforced,  and  the  federal 
(MHistitiition  to  be  observed  or  not,  at  pleasant 
The  oonstitntion  of  Sonth  OaroUna  is  the  Gov- 
ernment of  South  Carolina,  and  that  of  the 
United  States  is  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Gonstitntion  of 
the  United  States  which  authorizes  the  suppo- 
sition that  laws  made  by  the  United  States  can 
be  resisted  by  any  other  power.  The  pre- 
sumption is,  that  the  same  power  which  haa 
legnalative  authority  has  also  the  authority  of  ad- 
judication ;  and  that  the  same  government 
that  mak^  the  laws  can  alone  repeal  them; 
and,  further,  that  even'the  same  branch  of  the 
government  which  makes  can  unmake  a  lai^ 
nnless  otherwise  provided  for.  In  the  case  of 
war  and  peace,  a  peace  may  be  made  by  the 
President  and  two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  thoogfa, 
to  declare  war,  the  whole  ooncorrent  l^idabve 
aathority  is  necessary.  Ordinarily,  the  power  ' 
that  makes  is  the  ooly  power  that  can  repeal  a 
law.  Would  it  not  be  an  anomaly  in  l^isla- 
tion,  if  one  power  could  make  a  law,  and  a  por- 
tion of  that  power  repeal  it  f  South  Carolina 
is  but  one  of  the  family,  but  seeks  to  control 
the  whole.  Like  the  old  lady  in  Dr.  fVanklin's 
story,  she  does  not  know  how  it  happens  tiiat, 
in  all  the  family  quarrels,  she  is  always  right 
and  the  rest  are  always  wrong.  We  have  a 
Legislatore,  an  Executive,  uid  a  Supreme 
Court :  all  ezenuung  supreme  anthori^.  If 
we  had  need  of  more  positive  proof  that  these 
powers  are  supreme,  we  have  it  in  the  faottiiat 
all  State  officers  are  sworn  to  snppwt  them,  and 
the  State  judges  are  bound  thereby,  in  contra- 
vention of  State  laws  and  constitutirau.  Ereiy 
judge  in  Soath  Carolina  must  swear  this,  not- 
withstanding tho  ordinance.    The  derign  of 
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the  framers  of  the  constitution  was  to  make  a 
common  sovereignty,  as  we  find  bj  looking 
back  to  their  oorrespondenoe.  Under  the  c-on- 
federatioD,  the  States  were  jnim^  and  there  was 
no  power  to  compel  a  refractory  State  to  obey 
the  laws  of  the  TTnion.  Their  whole  olject 
was  to  get  this  compulsory  power.  Every  ^ing 
else  was  right,  except  the  means  of  protecting 
the  common  interests. 

The  design  of  the  great  founder  of  onr  Gov- 
ernment was  apparent  from  a  letter  to  a  friend 
in  Great  Britain,  in  which  he  says,  "  tiiey  (the 
people)  see  the  nec^ity  of  a  general  control- 
Ung  power,  wid  are  addressing  their  respective 
A^mblies  to  grant  it  to  Congress."  Again  he 
says,  "  I  do  not  see  that  we  can  long  exist  as  a 
nation,  without  lodging  somewhere  a  power 
which  will  pervade  uie  whole  Union,  in  as  en- 
ergetio  a  manner  as  the  antitority  of  the  State 
Governments  extends  orer  the  several  States." 
We  see  that  be  beUeved  Uiia  oonficdling  power 
to  be  essential  to  the  preserrotion  of  onr  tode- 
pendence. 

Having  considered,  continned  l£r.  H.,  whether 
this  power  cotdd  be  and  was  intended  to  be 
granted,  it  remained  with  him  to  inquire  next, 
whether,  in  fact,  it  was  granted.  This  was  a 
constitutional  Government,  and,  therefore,  it 
was  sovereign  as  far  as  to  all  powers  delegated 
to  it.  This  was  the  general  understanding  of 
the  people ;  and  the  idea  of  nollification  and  re- 
served rights  was  almost  everywhere  ridiculed 
by  tbem.  In  a  Tennessee  newspaper  he  had 
seen  a  story  which  he  would  relate.  A  law  of 
that  State  respecting  marriage,  required  the 
publication  of  tne  banns  some  Ume  previous  to 
the  marriage.  The  time  i^peared,  too,  very 
long  to  one  individual,  and  he  determined  to  op- 
pose the  law  and  set  himself  down  on  his  re- 
served rights.  The  law  did  not  prohibit  mar- 
riage, which  would  be  flatly  uncon8titutiona],but 
it  delayed  it,  and  therefore  was  in  a  measure 
xinconstitntional.  He  accordingly  nullified  and 
disobeyed  the  law.  If  we  refer  to  the  powers 
granted  to  the  Federal  Government,  we  si  laU  be 
satisfied  that  they  have  all  the  essential  attri- 
butes of  sovereignty :  they  were  the  powers  of 
taxation,  war^  treaties,  coin,  commerce,  domain, 
al^riaaee,  (ru.  treaaoo,)  and  naturalization. 

what  attribute  o£  sovereignty  was  more 
essential  than  the  li^t,  in  some  manner,  to 
determine  definitively  and  effectually  Its  own 
linuts  ?  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Ur.  Bibb) 
■aid,  as  he  understood  him,  Q»  was  sorry  that 
he  was  not  present  to  say  whether  correctly  or 
not,)  that  the  Supreme  Court  could  judge  only 
in  judicial  cases,  and  not  in  political  eases.  But 
were  not  coatroveruea  betwMn  States  political 
casesf 

The  judical  power  extends  to  all  cases  in  law, 
arising,  &c.,  and  the  cases  are  described ;  one 
case  mentioned  is  that  of  controversies  between 
States.  A  sovereiga  State,  it  is  siud,  most  not 
be  drawn  to  the  feet  of  uie  Federal  Govern- 
ment:  bnt  in  a  case  involnnK  political  power, 
the  Snpreme  Court  most  aojjndicato  upon  it. 
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What  case  controverted  between  States  was  not 
a  political  case,  except  those  merely  of  meum  and 
tuumf  Questions  arising  relative  to  foreign 
ambassadors  are  also  political  cases. 

The  power  might  De  humbUDg  to  the  pride 
of  the  States,  but  it  was  essential  to  the  General 
Government,  and  was  intended  to  be  given  by 
tiie  framers.  The  large  and  proud  States  might 
aeekj  with  more  confidence  than  the  smaller  and 
weaker  Stotes,  to  destroy  this  power.  How 
would  Bhode  Island  and  Delaware  fare  if  the 
General  Government  could  not  protect  their 
rights  in  controversies  with  more  powerfol 
neighbors !  He  should  think  that  no  small  State 
wonld  ever  consent  to  this  doctrine. 

No,  sir,  it  is  the  rock  of  their  political  salva- 
tion. He  wonld  warn  them  to  cling  to  it. 
Whenever  the  judiciary  should  be  deprived  of 
the  power  of  deciding  controversies  between 
the  United  States  and  a  State,  the  great  States 
wonld  eat  up  the  little  ones ;  gentiemen  ml^t 
depend  npon  it.  AU  the  quarrels  between  the 
General  Government  and  the  United  States  had 
originated  with  the  large  States.  The  State  of 
Vir^ia,  in  1798,  pa^ed  her  famous  resolu- 
tions, going  a  great  length ;  a  little  too  far ; 
travelling  in  the  road  of  nullification.  What 
did  Massachusetts  say  on  that  occasion  ?  [Here 
Mr.  H.  read  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  State 
of  Massachnsetta  relating  to  the  proceedioga  of 
Vir^^nia.) 

Pennsylvania  had  a  dispute  with  the  Gen- 
eral Government  on  the  subject  of  the  Olmstead 
case.  Well,  Pennsylvania  is  a  large  State ;  she 
kicked  up  her  heels,  and  there  was  an  applica- 
tion made  to  the  military  power.   Gen.  Bri^t| 

"  ---—With  hia  tea  thoound  mm, 

M«rob»d  up  tha  hill,  mnd  then  nuvoDod  down  again." 

The  marshal  very  peaceably  executed  his 
precepts.  Then  that  State  applied  to  the  other 
States,  saying  that  there  must  be  some  other 
tribunal  to  decide  cases  of  this  description, 
instead  of  the  federal  court.  Virginia  replied 
that  the  United  States  Snpreme  Court  was  the 
constituted  tribunal,  and  that  no  better  could 
be  found.  How  did  Massachusetts  act  during 
the  time  that  the  embaigo  law  was  in  force  t 
She  was  for  dedari^  the  law  nnoonstitationol, 
and  really  did  so.  Fennqrlvania  and  Yii^la 
joined  in  that  opinion.  The  large  States  v«n 
always  troublesome  to  manage.  They  wonld 
wax  £aint  and  kick. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Bibb)  had 
said  that  no  process  could  be  devised  to  compel 
a  sovereign  State  to '  yield  to  the  judgment 
given  in  favor  of  another  sovereign  State.  He 
thonghi  he  was  lawyer  enough  to  devise  a  pro- 
cess to  make  Massachusetts  come  into  court 
and  answer  to  Bhode  Island.  [Here  Mr.  H. 
named  the  various  processes  that  would  be 
necessary  to  effect  that  object.]  Yes,  he  could 
put  the  littie  Stete  of  Bhode  Island  in  such  a 
position,  that,  if  Massacbnsetts  were  to  attempt 
to  disturb  her,  she  might  double  her  flat  and 
say,  "  Touch  me  if  yon  dare  I "    In  ^ving 
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this  great  power,  he  admitted  there  is  mnch  dan- 
ger, but  not  so  much  as  nu^wpear  at  first  right. 

The  power  must  be  reetea  somewhere,  aad 
where  else  can  it  be  Tested?  If  wenToany 
power  at  all,  we  must  give  aa  much  as  is  given 
u  this  t}Ul.  It  was  a  high-handed  power,  he 
admitted,  bat  not  more  high-handed  than  the 
power  assumed  by  a  State  to  nallify  the  laws  of 
the  Federal  GoTermnent  Legislative  power 
was  not  ia  so  mach  danger  of  being  abased  as 
was  power  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive. This  bill  gave  to  the  President  all  the 
power  wtuch  the  circumstances  exacted,  but  it 
gave  him  no  more.  He  was  never  too  much 
oispesed  to  give  power  to  a  President,  and  to 
this  President  he  would  not  give  it  quite  so 
soon  as  he  would  to  any  other.  Ilka  rranedy 
agiunst  the  abuse  of  power  was  here ;  and  the 
ooostmotion  of  the  Government  itself.  The 
House  of  Representatives  is  only  elected  for  two 
years,  when  they  most  be  accountable  to  their 
oonsutneats.  Senators  are  elected  for  si^ears, 
when  they  must  answer  to  their  States  for  the 
share  they  have  taken  in  the  federal  adminis- 
tratioQ.  In  both  branches  there  is  an  equal 
responsibility  to  the  body  politic.  The  Presi- 
dent himself  ia  also  responsible  to  the  people, 
acting  through  their  representatives ;  ana  in 
oousequenoe  of  these  secnrltiea,  the  dan^r  of 
tite  abuse  of  power  was  very  mnoh  diminished. 
AAer  all,  if  a  State  concdvM  itself  to  be  injured 
by  any  abuse  of  power,  it  had  the  right  to  ap- 
peal to  the  good  sense  of  the  community,  and 
could  apply  for  an  amendment  of  the  constitn- 
tion.  Then,  after  that,  oame  tiie  last  remedy — 
revolution.  If  the  whole  people  were  so  de- 
praved, so  cormpt  and  so  bent  on  oppression, 
that  there  was  no  hope  of  any  redress,  then  the 
only  remedy  was  revolution.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentuoky  had  put  an  extreme  case, 
a  case  which  was  not  even  to  be  supposed ;  one 
which  the  framers  of  the  constitution  never  had 
oontemplated :  but  still  if  sudi  case  diould  ever 
oeoor,  then  the  remedy  must  be  revolution. 
It  had  been  sdd  there  was  danger  to  be  uppre- 
bended  from  the  investment  of  this  power  in 
llie  hands  of  the  Enontive.  Bnt  it  appeared  to 
him  that  when  the  gentlemen  who  made  this 
observation  were  stickling  against  giving  the 
President  these  powers,  after  what  they  had 
done  in  former  instances,  they  were  straining 
at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel. 

Suppose  that  the  Federal  Qovermnent  were 
to  permit  Soutii  Carolina  to  carry  her  point, 
and  to  have  things  just  as  she  desired.  The 
principle  being  extended  thus  far,  where  would 
the  Government  stop?  South  Carolina,  he 
would  suppose,  had  made  her  regulations  to 
admit  goods  into  her  ports  witlioat  ii»wr' 
mait  of  doty.  In  ref^tsioe  to  o(»nmeroial  aid- 
Tantage,  thia  would  at  onoe  destrw  theeqnality 
between  the  States.  South  Carohna  woud  ex- 
dnsively  e^joy  the  benefit  of  this  regulation,  to 
the  injury  of  all  the  others.  On  this  prindple, 
any  State  m^  ^^tify  <^  Union. 

Suppose  that  fihode  JblAO^  had  adopted  a  pro- 
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vision  that  no  law  of  the  United  States  wldoh 
did  not  adopt  the  principle  of  the  pr^rtectave 
system  should  be  considered  as  constitntional, 
on  the  groond  l^at  the  principle  of  protectitm 
is  renwoized  by  tiie  coastitution.  She  has  tiie 
same  right  as  South  Carolina  to  adopt  nulHfi- 
cation.  And  suppose  tliat  South  Carolina 
should  declare  that  no  law  should  be  constitu- 
tional which  adopted  the  princnple  of  protection. 
These  conflicting  opinions  of  the  States  would 
place  the  Federal  Government  in  a  position 
where  its  action  is  sure  to  be  wrong. 

He  would  now  asic  what  hacT  been  the 
opinions  of  the  large  States  as  to  the  powers  <tf 
the  General  Government?  At  the  very  first 
srarion  of  the  first  Congress  this  power  was 
assumed  in  tiie  great  judtoiaiy  bill  tor  a  final 
determination  of  all  questions  between  tiie 
United  States  and  a  State.  The  26th  section 
of  tiiat  bill  had  been  a  standing  law  throned 
all  the  different  administrations  of  the  Govern- 
ment It  was  passed  in  the  Senate  by  a  vote 
of  14  to  6 — South  Carolina  voting  unanimously 
in  its  favor ;  and  it  passed  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  without  a  division.  No  attempt  was 
made  during  the  whcde  discussion  of  that  bQl 
to  strike  out  tiie  25th  section  of  it,  wliich  has 
been  a  Btaudiiu{  law  ever  since.  It  was  con- 
ridered  as  the  sheet  anchor  of  the  constatotion, 
that  which  was  to  hold  na  together  eventually 
tlirough  bU  the  storms  of  politics  which  mldit 
occur.  Vii^nia,  Pamsylvania,  and  MassatmiH 
setts  fiuled  in  their  powerful  attempts  to  redst 
the  constitntionality  of  this  section.  "Whj  had 
not  the  section  been  repealed,  if  it  was  so  un- 
constitutional  f  Congress  dared  not  repeal 
for  the  repeal  of  that  section  would  break  up 
the  Union. 

It  had  been  asked  what  was  the  necesri^  for 
this  bill!  What  had  South  Carolina  done? 
He  could  only  answer  that  she  bad  done  this, 
she  had  done  nothing  more  than  to  repeal  our 
laws,  and  to  make  It  highly  criminal  to  execnte 
them,  Bhe'badrq>ealed  them  in  many  points 
as  he  showed  by  a  reference  to  her  acta,  and 
she  had  iJso  done  a  few  othw  tlidngs.  Shehad 
raised  an  army  to  canyon  a  contest  against  the 
United  States.  This  was  easily  shown,  ^e 
had  rMsed  an  army  to  enforoe  me  execution  of 
her  own  laws,  which  have  repealed  the  laws  of 
the  United  States ;  and,  in  doing  this,  had  she 
not  raised  an  army  to  carry  on  a  oonteet  with 
the  United  States?  It  was  a  direct  aggression. 
He  would  sdapt  the  law  precisely  to  meet  the 
case.  The  State  of  South  Carolina  would  have 
no  good  reason  to  oomplMn  if  the  penalties  pre- 
scribed by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for 
violating  their  laws  were  no  greater  than  those 
whioh  die  has  enacted  for  a  vldation  of  bersL 
Then  could  be  no  great  cruelty  in  this  oodiw. 
Mr.  H,  thai  read  the  fines  wd  penalties  im- 
posed by  the  acts  of  South  OaroUna.  He 
stated  that  the  General  Government  waa,  by 
the  provisions  of  these  laws,  placed  in  a  titoa- 
tion  wliere  she  was  obliged  to  le^alate  so  as  to 
meet  the  whde  casSb 
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Wkditudat,  Febrnar;  6. 

Prfidential  Election — Counting  nf  Votet. 

Kr.  Gbttndt,  from  the  joint  committee  ai>- 
pointed  to  asoertun  and  report  the  mode  of  ex- 
amining the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  reported  a  resoln- 
tion,  fixing  on  Wednesday  next  as  the  day  for 
ooonting  the  votes,  when  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  Honse  fen:  the  purpose  oi  witnes^ng  the 
examination  of  the  Votes.  The  lionr  tppointed 
for  the  proceedings  is  1  o'clock.  The  remnticm 
was  agreed  to. 

Snmw  CoUeetion  Sill 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonrider  the  bill 
to  provide  flirtner  for  the  coUectton  of  the 
duties  on  imports. 

Mr.  TiLKB  said:  I  now  come  to  the  most 
important  part  oi  the  work  which  I  hare  to 
perform.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  tondi  the 
bill  itsdf ;  andlpropose  to  dissect  its  provi^ns 
and  expose  its  enormities.  He  would  take  the 
bill  np  by  sections,  becaose  he  believed  that  the 
work  had  not  yet  been  dune,  and  he  desired 
that  the  Senate  should  be  fully  advised  of  the 
chasacter  of  the  bill  before  they  enacted  it  into 
a  law.  He  regarded  it  as  the  first  fruit  of  the 
doctrines  he  had  combated. 

I  object  to  the  first  section,  because  it  confers 
on  the  Pre^dent  the  power  of  closing  old  porta 
of  entry  and  establishing  new  ones.  It  has 
been  rwitly  said  by  the  gentieman  from  Ken- 
toe^  Qb.  Bibb)  that  this  was  a  prominent  cause 
which  led  to  the  reTtdutifm.  The  Boston  port 
bill,  which  removed  the  onstom-hoase  from 
Boston  to  Salem,  first  roused  the  pe<^le  to  re- 
idstance.  To  guard  agunst  this  very  abase,  the 
constitution  had  confided  to  Congress  tlie  power 
to  regulate  commerce;  the  estobliahment  of 
ports  of  entry  formed  a  material  part  of  this 
power,  and  one  which  required  legislative 
enactment.  Now  Z  deny  that  Congress  can 
deputize  its  l^islative  powers.  If  it  may  one, 
it  may  all ;  and  thus,  a  m^ority  here  can,  at 
their  pleasure,  change  the  very  character  of  the 
Government  The  President  might  come  to  be 
iuTested  with  aathcoity  to  make  all  laws  which 
his  disoretton  m^i  dictate.  It  is  vain  to 
teU  me  (saHA  Ur.  T.)  that  I  imagine  a  case 
which  will  never  exist.  I  tell  you,  sir,  that 
power  is  cnmnlativa,.  and  that  patronage  begets 
power.  The  reasoning  is  unanswerable.  If 
yon  can  part  with  yonr  power  in  one  instance, 
yon  may  in  another  and  another.  Yon  may 
confer  upon  the  President  the  right  to  declare 
war;  and  this  very  provision  may  fairly  be 
CMisidered  as  investing  him  with  anthority  to 
make  war  at  his  mere  will  and  pleasure  on 
<dtie8,  towns,  and  villages.  The  prosperity  of 
ft  vitj  depends  on  the  position  of  its  oustom-house 
and  port  of  ratry.  Take  the  case  of  Norfolk, 
Ridimond,  and  Fredoioksbni^  in  my  own 
State;  who  doabts  bat  that  to  remove  the 
cnstOTn-honse  from  Norfolk  to  Old  Point  Com- 
fort, of  lUohmnnd  to  the  mouth  of  the  Chicka- 
hominjf  or  of  fkederit^boi^  to  Tappahannock 
TouXn,— s 
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or  Urbanna,  would  utterly  annihilate  those 
tovrns  t  I  have  no  tongue  to  express  my  sense  of 
the  probable  iigostioe  of  the  measure.  Sir,  it  in- 
volves the  innocent  with  the  gnilty.  Take  the 
case  of  Oharlestcm :  what  if  ninel^-nine  mer- 
chants were  ready  and  willing  to  comply  witib 
your  revenue  laws,  and  that  bnt  one  man  could 
be  found  to  resist  them ;  would  yon  run  the 
hazard  of  destroying  the  ninety-nine  in  order  to 
punish  one  ?  Trade  is  a  delicate  subject  to 
touch ;  once  divert  it  out  of  its  regular  chan- 
nels, and  nothing  is  more  difficult  tban  to  restore 
it.  This  measure  may  involve  the  actual 
property  of  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
that  city ;  and  this,  too,  when  yon  have  a  re- 
dunduicy  of  miUions  in  your  treasury,  and 
when  no  interest  can  sustain  injury  by  awdting 
the  actual  occnrrenoe  of  a  case  of  resistance  to 
yonr  laws,  before  yon  would  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  l^iislate. 

Again :  "  All  duties,  imposts,  and  excises 
shall  I>e  uniform  throughout  the  United  States ; " 
and  yet  this  section  invests  the  Bresident  with 
authority  to  exact  cash  duties  at  one  phwe, 
while  the  credit  system  prevails  at  another. 
These  extraordinary  powers  were  to  be  exer- 
cised, not  only  to  put  down  unlawful  combina- 
tions,  but  whenever  there  were  any  '*  unlaw- 
ful threats."  Now  I  wish  to  know,  for  I  am 
much  attached  to  adistinct  and  definite  phrase- 
ology, what  would  be  considered  as  constituting 
unlawful  threats?  If  one  of  the  Government 
inspectors  should  chance  to  be  abused  by  a 
drunken  blackguard  in  the  streets,  was  tbat.to 
be  deemed  an  "  unlawful  threat,"  which  would 
invest  the  President  witii  anthority  to  call  the 
ndlitary  into  requisition  I  Every  power  is  sur- 
rendered ;  and  the  discretion  of  uie  President 
is  the  only  rule  for  his  government. 

Bnt  this  is  not  all.  He  is  further  empowered 
to  employ  the  land  and  naval  forces  to  put 
down  all  "  ^ders  and  abettors."  How  far 
will  this  authority  extend  ?  Suppose  the  Legis- 
lature of  South  Carolina  should  happen  to  be 
in  session :  I  will  not  blink  the  question ; 
suppose  the  I^ei^Iatnre  to  be  in  session  at 
the  time  of  any  disturbance,  pas^^  laws 
in  fhrtherance  of  the  ordinance  whidi  baa 
been  adopted  by  the  convention  of  that 
State;  might  they  not  be  considered  by  the 
President  as  aiders  and  abettors?  The  Presi- 
dent mi^t  not,  perhf^s,  march  at  the  bead  of 
his  troops^  with  a  flourish  of  drums  and  tram- 

Eets,  and  with  bayonets  fixed,  into  the  state- 
ouse  yard  at  Columbia ;  but,  if  be  did  so,  he 
would  find  a  precedent  for  it  in  English  history.* 
So,  also,  Governor  Hayne  would  be  in  some 
danger ;  and  any  judge  or  juror,  who  should 
dare  to  justify  the  popular  movement  by  any 
Judgment  or  verdict  against  the  tariff  laws, 
woold  run  the  hazard  of  being  suppressed. 
But,  sir,  tiie  thing  mi^t  not  even  stop  here. 
Hy  own  State  has  never  fidled  to  d^nnce 


•  "Colonel  Pri(U'ipai|a,"saltinsoaIl«d,lBtlM  thnsof 
Oliver  CromwoU. 


Digitized  by 


i£«i«iitie  CWfecfuM  JBiU—Povert  i^fllu  Fedtnd  Judiciary. 


66 


ABBIDaMENT  OF  THB 


these  tariff  laws  as  nnjnst  and  tmoonstitiitioiia] ; 
and,  inaBmncb  as  all  mcb  dennnciatioos  have  a 
tendency  to  excite  the  public  mind,  it  might 
fall  nnder  the  appellation  of  "  aiders  and  a^t- 
tors."  I,  too,  sir,  have  followed  the«xample  of 
Virginia  in  opposition  to  the  protective  policy, 
and  it  may  be  my  fate  to  be  panished  uncter  the 
first  section  of  tliis  bill— I  say  the  first  section. 

I  have  all  proper  confidence  in  the  President, 
bnt  I  have  an  instinctive  abhorrence  to  confid- 
ing eztravagant  powers  in  the  hands  of  any 
one  mm.  If  they  dioold  he  used  by  the  present 
President  with  a  proper  discretion,  and  for  the 
common  good,  if  our  institations  ahonld  oome 
safely  ont  of  his  hands,  yet  the  precedent  wonid 
be  left  on  the  statute  book,  and  other  Presidents 
might  not  use  the  power  so  beneficially.  Rome 
was  perfectly  safe  when  she  called  Oincinnatas 
from  the  plough  and  dothed  him  with  dictato- 
rial authority ;  but  she  had  cause  long  to  bewiul 
the  dictatorship  of  Sylla  and  Oaios  Harius.  I 
therefore  say  nay  to  this  grant  of  powers.  I 
care  not  what  may  be  the  character  of  the  Chief 
Uagistrate'i  how  high  his  public  worth  may 
be  rated ;  or  how  great  and  splendid  may  have 
been  his  servicea  to  his  conntzy :  I  will  not  in- 
tnwt  aacb  powers  in  his  hands.  I  would  not 
even  have  confided  them  to  him  who  was  prop- 
erly called  FatricB  Pat&r. 

The  second  section  extends  the  powers  of  the 
United  States  courts  over  a  portion  of  the  cHm- 
inal  jurisdiction  now  belonging  to  the  State 
courts  exclusively.  Let  me  stAte  a  case.  If  an 
officer  of  the  customs  shall  differ,  in  re^rd  to 
aoy  matter  appertdning  to  his  duties,  with  any 
citizen  of  Richmond,  or  any  other  place,  and  a 
quarrel  should  thereupon  arise,  and  the  custom- 
housb  officer  shall  beat  and  maltreat  such  citi- 
zen, no  redress  for  the  injury  can  be  obtained 
in  the  State  courts,  and  the  action  lor  damages 
can  alone  he  brought  in  the  fednal  courts. 
Nay,  sir,  if  the  revenue  officer  commit  murder, 
cold-blooded  murder,  he  is  triable  for  the  same 
only  before  the  United  States  court,  maugre  the 
laws  of  Vii^nia,  which  prescribe  the  punish- 
ment  for  the  offence,  and  the  mode  of  trial. 
Thus  rescuing  the  citizen  from  responsibility  to 
the  tribunals  of  the  State  of  which  he  is  a  citizen, 
and  overturning  usages  which  have  existed 
through  all  time. 

The  well-known  and  established  legal  means 
of  proceeding  in  the  State  courts  are,  by  this 
section,  also  abrogated,  by  preventinR  writs  of 
replevin,  detinue,  or  trover,  or  attachments  in 
equity,  where  the  subject  of  the  suit  may  be  in 
the  hands  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States, 
no  matter  how  acquired.  Can  It  be  the  dedgn 
of  the  Senate,  by  a  law  applicable  to  every 
State  in  tlie  Union,  to  deprive  the  State  courts 
of  the  jurisdiction  they  nave  eqjoyed,  ab  urbe 
eondita,  to  the  decided  profit  and  ctmvenieuce 
of  the  citizens  of  the  country  f 

The  third  section  carries  out  the  second,  and 
fumiabes  an  instance  of 'practical  nullification 
every  way  equa]  to  the  South  Carolina  ordi- 
S  Dtuice.  It  praaea^  the  ungular  apeotaole  of  the 
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translation  of  a  cause  ad  aliud  examm  ;  while 
the  record,  the  only  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  such  a  case,  is  left  behind.  It  requirra  an 
act  to  be  done  by  "  a  court,"  and  yet  declares 
that  this  very  act  is  to  be  deemed  and  taken 
as  done,  when  the  petition  for  its  perfonnaaoe 
is  left  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  conrL 
Further,  after  the  suit  is  removed  by  the  defend- 
ant, by  tiie  mere  deponte  of  his  petition  for 
ranoval,  withoat  notice  to  the  plainti^  the 
pUdntlff  is  required  to  proceed  da  mwo  /  and  if 
he  does  not  comply  with  this  unknown  wder, 
a  Judgment  of  nonpret.  is  to  be  entered  against 
hun,  with  costs.  Now,  nr,  I  beg  to  know  what 
the  plidntiff  has  done  to  merit  all  this.  He  has 
bronght  a  proper  suit  in  a  proper  court,  agwnst 
a  proper  defendant,  which  suit  the  defendant 
may  or  may  not  remove  at  his  own  pleasnre ; 
and  yet  the  plMntiff  is  to  he  burdened  with  all 
the  costs,  in  any  event,  which  may  have  been 
incurred  in  the  State  court ;  nor-is  the  d^end- 
ant  required  to  give  bond  to  answer  costs  and 
damages,  not  even  the  additional  costs  to  which 
the  plaintiff  may  be  liable. 

I  pass  over  the  fourth  section,  and  proceed  to 
the  fifth.  This  provi^n  inspires  all  the  (^oen 
ot  the  Government,  and  all  mo  "  State  antliori- 
tfes,"  iirom  the  OoTemw  down  to  the  omstaUe, 
with  the  spirit  of  prc^hec^.  Ftmnerly^  that 
was  a  spirit  which  visited  the  world  at  in- 
tervals "  wide  and  far  between."  It  was  that 
spirit  which  "touched  Is^ah's  holy  lips  with 
fire,"  and  had  its  origin,  not  in  parllamrats  or 
l^i^ative  assemblies,  bnt  in  a  much  higher 
source.  But  this  section  converts  every  petty 
officer  into  a  prophet,  and  endows  him  with 
the  faculty  of  foretelling  ooming  events.  Mr. 
T.  then  referred  to  the  language  of  the  hill, 
which  empowers  the  Freddent  to  call  out  the 
military  and  naval  force,  when  he  shall  be 
informed  that  the  laws  will,  in  any  event,  be 
obstmeted.  If  the  President  was  informed  that 
tiie  laws  will  be  obstructed,  these  coming  events 
are  to  he  arrested  by  the  into'position  Execa- 
tive  power.  How  would  this  work  I  Nol  I 
will  not  say  how  would,  buthowm^titwcmEf 
A  judge — no,  a  constable,  picks  up  an  an<my- 
mous  letter,  or  a  general  ordee,  such  as  had 
been  exhibited  here  in  this  debate,  in  which 
tbere  was  a  great  talk  about  a  military  force — a 
steamboat  had  lowered  the  fiag  of  the  United 
States  half-mast,  and  rused  above  it  a  tri-colored 
ensign ;  he  communicates  these  ominous  facta, 
dovetailed  with  such  comments  and  rumors  at 
his  fears  may  have  created,  or  idle  gosrip  con- 
jured up,  and  the  President  adopts  the  condn- 
non  that  the  revenue  laws  win  be  vitdated,  and 
issnee  his  proclamation  accordingly.  after 
all,  it  may  turn  out  that  this  infonnant  haa  been 
frightened  with  shadows,  and  shadows  would 
have  more  effect  upon  one  of  these  officers  than 
ten  thousand  men  armed  in  proof  would  have 
upon  the  President  himself.  Take  the  contro- 
versy now  pending  between  the  States  of  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  which  materially  affects 
the  interests  of  the  <uty  of  New  York ;  and  sap 
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Ctfaat  the  Supreme  Oonrt  deddts  against 
'  York,  and  issnee  its  proceai  agunst  Gov- 
ernor Haroy ;  the  people  of  the  city  are  roused 
against  the  docirion,  denounce  the  Supreme 
Goart,  have  numeronsly  attended  meetings 
in  their  City  Hall,  and  parade  their  atreets 
in  a  threatening  attitade.  'What  Is  to  be 
done  t  The  marahal  makes  no  effort  to  execnte 
the  proceB&  but  reports  to  the  Preudent  that 
the  laws  wiU  be  rariated.  A  prodooation  is 
thereupon  iaimed ;  the  military  la  orderad  out ; 
and  a  ocdlMon  may  or  mi^  not  be  breast  on, 
as  the  feeUog  or  pcttioy  of  the  Lour  ahu]  pr»- 

TUl. 

The  sixth  section  of  tJie  bUl  he  viewed  as  a 
Botany  Bay  law.  It  was  jn  &ot  a  Botany  Bay 
law,  with  one  exertion,  that  the  law  in  Eng- 
land requires  conviction  before  transportation ; 
by  this,  transportation  .precedes  conviction. 
There,  a  place  is  dengnated  to  which  the  con- 
vict may  be  transported ;  here,  to  snob  conve- 
nient pUce  as  the  judge  and  marshal  shall  ap- 
point. The  marshal  is  also  authorized  to  make 
"snch  other  proviidoD,"  for  tiie  safe  keying 
ot  the  prisoner,  I  prnnme  ia  meant^  as  he  may 
deem  "  necessaiy  and  expedient."  Bnppoee  a 
man  to  bo  arrested  for  a  debt  due  the  United 
States;  the  jails  are  dosed  ag^nst  his  reception, 
and  the  marshal  is  to  carry  him  to  some  con- 
venient place ;  is  he  not  completely  in  the  power 
of  tiie  officer  ?  and  may  he  not  drag  him  away, 
far  from  his  friends,  to  any  place  he  may  please, 
and,  under  the  authority  to  do  whatever  he 
may  deem  "  necessary  and  expedient,"  put  datuns 
upon  his  limbs,  east  hira  into  a  loathsome  dun- 
geon, and  carry  him  to  the  end  of  the  earth? 
Is  there  any  thing  in  the'  section  which  limits 
his  discretion  to  the  State  wherein  the  party 
may  be  arrested  f  If  such  was  the  intention, 
why  not  so  have  said?  When  the  liberty  and 
rights  of  the  people  are  ooncemed,  why  leave 
that  uncertain  whieb  may  so  readily  be  rendered 
certain  (  The  absence  of  all  sudi  linutation  on 
the  discretion  of  the  officer,  as  the  section  now 
stands,  raises  the  implication  that  no  such  re- 
striction is  designed.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
jadge  and  marshal  may  be  well  trusted.  It 
may  or  may  not  be  so.  But  there  can  be  no 
necessity  for  extending  a  power  which  may  be 
ahnsed,  when  the  abuse  may  so  easily  be  linuted 
Emd  restrained. 

There  was  no  ambiguity  about  this  measure. 
The  prophecy  had  already  gone  forth ;  the 
Preddent  has  said  that  the  Uwa  will  be  ob- 
structed. The  President  had  not  only  foretold 
the  coming  difficulties^  but  he  had  also  assem- 
bled an  anoy.  The  oity  ot  Oharleston,  if  report 
spoke  tme,  was  now  a  beleaguered  city ;  Aa  can- 
non of  Fort  Finckney  are  pointing  at  it ;  and 
although  they  are  now  quietly  sleeping,  they 
are  ready  to  open  their  thunders  whenever  the 
voice  of  authority  shall  give  the  conmiand. 
And  shell  these  terrors  be  let  loose  because 
some  one  man  may  refuse  to  pay  some  small  mod- 
icum of  revenue,  which  Congress,  the  day  after  it 
came  into  the  treaaory,  might  vote  in  satisfootion 
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of  some  unfounded  claim  I  Shall  we  set  so  small 
a  value  upon  the  lives  of  thto  pec^lef  Let  us 
at  least  wait  to  see  the  course  of  measures.  We 
can  never  be  too  tardy  in  commencing  the  work 
of  blood.  Hay  we  not  indulge  the  expecta- 
tion that  South  Carolina  will  have  some  regard 
to  her  own  peace,  and  not  bring  matters  to  an 
issue  with  nnnecessary  precipitation !  I  hofe 
that  a  voice,  which  has  gone  forth  from  Vir-  . 
ginia,  will  arrest  her  attention.  Sir,  I  have 
heard  my  State  slightingly  called  the  Mediator 
State.  She  Is  so,  and  I  ngtrioe  that  she  has  as- 
sumed that  office.  In  the  great  cause  of  imiw, 
I  trust  she  will  always  joyfully  press  forward, 
and,  addressing  herwlf  to  a  slater  State,  whose 
interests  are  nearly  identical  with  her  own,  I 
will  not  doubt  but  that  her  mediation  will 
prove  successAiL  Then  scoff  at  her  who  may, 
she  will  have  presented  yon  the  olive  brandi, 
and  famished  new  cause  for  your  gratitude  and 
affection. 

I  regret  that  the  course  adopted  here  has  not 
been  better  calculated  to  avoid  a  rupture.  I 
fear  me  that  what  has  been  done  has  been  but 
too  wdl  oalonlated  to  oha£B  the  spirit  of  that 
honcned  and  lofty  Btate.  Aa  army  had  been 
sent  thither,  Inst^  of  a  messenger  of  peaoe; 
revenue  cutters  to  watch  ber  commerce;  an 
armed  ship  riding  in  her  roadstead ;  and  a  proo- 
lamation  issued  breathing  denunciation.  These 
were  not  calculated  to  allay  excitement.  I 
think  a  better  course  might  have  been  adopted. 
If  the  Prendent  had  rested  upon  his  message  at 
the  opening  of  the  session,  my  belief  is  that  the 
tariff  would  have  been  reduced.  But  it  was 
in  the  nature  of  man  to  fight  for  money.  Some 
of  the  advocates  of  the  tariff  on  this  nde  of  the 
Potomac  were  ready  to  yield  a  portion ;  but  I 
fear  that  to  others  the  temptatimi  of  high  pn^ts 
is  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  more  eapaddly  when 
the  army  and  navy,  and  the  wnde  militaty 
force,  is  to  be  employed  to  rivet  high  duties  on 
the  oonntry.  An  honorable  exception  was 
found  in  Virginia.  All  classes  of  society  uid 
all  interests  united  in  recommending  a  suitable 
modification,  manufacturer  and  all,  so  far  as  the 
resolntions  of  the  Legislature  furnished  any 
evidence  of  public  sentiment.  But  it  is  a 
bad  mode  of  settiing  disputes  to  make  sol- 
diers your  ambassadors,  and  to  point  to  the  halter 
and  the  gallows  as  your  uUtmatum. 

Sir,  if  a  foreign  country  violates  her  treaty 
stipnlations,  spoliates  upon  your  commerce,  and 
hoi<^  your  friendship  as  nothing,  yon  still  ne- 
gotif^ ;  you  resort  to  every  possible  ezpedioit 
to  preserve  peace ;  you  will  invest  the  President 
wiui  no  dis(»«tionary  power  to  declare  war; 
but  if  a  State  braves  your  authority,  and  tJuvat- 
ens  to  set  your  laws  at  defiance,  you  pant  for 
the  contest,  and  commit  to  the  hands  of  the 
President  unlimited  discretion ;  and  yet  what 
are  the  horrors  of  a  foreign,  compared  with 
those  of  an  intestine  war! 

If  the  majority  shdl  pass  this  bill,  they  must 
do  it  on  their  own  responsibility ;  I  will  hav« 
no  piM  in  it  When  gentlemea  lecoont  the 
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blessings  of  union ;  when  they  dwell  n^n  the 
past,  and  sketch  out  in  hright  perapeotiTe  the 
ntare,  they  awaken  in  my  breaat  aJl  the  pride 
of  an  Ameriean ;  my  pnlse  beats  responnve  to 
theirs,  and  I  regard  nnion,  next  to  freedom,  as 
the  greatest  of  blessings.  Yes.  sir,  "  the  Fed- 
eral Union  mast  be  preserred."  Bnt  howl 
'Will  yon  seek  to  preserve  it  by  force  f  Will 
yon  appease  tb»  angry  spirit  of  disoord  by  an 
oblation  of  blood?  Bnppose  tbat  the  proud 
and  hangh^  spirit  of  Bonth  Oandina  duul  not 
bend  to  yonr  high  edicts  In  token  fealty ; 
that  yoQ  make  war  npon  her,  bang  her  Gover- 
nor, her  legators,  and  judges,  as  traitors,  and 
redace  her  to  the  condition  of  a  conquered  prov- 
ince—have yon  preserved  the  Umon}  This 
Union  consists  of  twenty-fonr  States ;  wonid  yon 
have  preserved  the  Union  by  striking  oat  one 
of  the  States— one  of  the  old  thirteen !  Gen- 
tlemen had  boasted  of  the  flag  of  oar  coantry, 
with  its  thirteen  stars.  When  the  light  of  one 
of  these  stars  shall  have  been  extingoished,  will 
the  flag  wave  over  as,  ander  which  oar  &thers 
fonght  1  If  we  are  to  go  on  sb^ng  ont  star 
t^Ufc  star,  what  will  finuly  remun  bat  a  cen- 
tral and  aborning  Ban,  blighting  and  destroying 
every  germ  (^liberty!  The  flag  which  I  wish 
to  wave  over  me,  is  that  which  floated  in 
triomph  at  Saratoga  and  Yorktown.  It  bore 
npon  it  thirteen  States,  of  which  Sonth  Carolina 
was  one.  Sir,  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
preserving  anion  and  preserving  Government ; 
the  Union  may  be  annihilated,  yet  Government 
preserved;  bat  nnder  snch  a  Government  no 
man  onght  to  desire  to  live. 

Els  mode  of  preserving  the  Union  was  by 
restoring  mntaal  confidence  and  affection 
amongst  the  members ;  by  doii^  justice  and 
obeying  the  dictatea  of  pwi^.  The  President 
has  pointed  ont  the  mode  in  hia  opening  mes- 
sage. We  had  been  iDfbrmed  that  there  was  an 
excess  of  $6,000,000  in  the  treasury.  I  would 
destroy  thiU  noess ;  yet  I  would  not  rashly  and 
rudely  lay  hands  on  Uie  mann&cturer,  if  I  had 
the  power  to  do  so.  While  ^ving  peace  to  one 
section,  I  would  not  produce  discord  in  another. 
It  woald  be  to  accomplish  nothing,  to  appease 
discord  in  one  section  and  produce  it  in  another. 
The  manufacturers  desire  time;  give  them  time, 
ample  time.  If  th^  would  come  down  to  the 
revenue  standard,  and  abandon  the  protective 
policy,  I  would  aUow  them  fall  time.  I  present 
these  sa^estions,  for  I  am  anxious  to  see  this 
vexed  quertion  aqiusted. 

It  had  been  saia  that  it  would  not  do  to  offer 
terms  while  South  Carolina  maintained  a  men- 
adng  attitude.  I  oonnder  this  view  altogether 
erroneous.  Shall  not  justice  be  done  to  the 
other  Southern  States!  They,  too,  complain 
loudly,  deeply,  of  the  oppressive  burdens  nnder 
which  they  labor  in  common  with  Sooth  Caro- 
lina. But,  regard  it  as  exclusively  a  South  Caro- 
lina question ;  what  prevents  you  from  yielding 
to  hbr  wishes  ?  Pride,  alone,  stands  in  the  way 
— false  pride.  It  is  the  worst,  the  most  perni- 
cious of  coonsellon.  ^gunat  its  influence  Lord 
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Chatiian]|Bnd  Edmund  Burke  raised  their  voices 
in  the  British  Parliament ;  but  the  reply  waa, 
that  it  would  not  do  to  make  terms  with  revolt- 
ed colonies;  and  a  besotted  ministry  lost  to 
the  Eng^sh  crown  its  brightest  jewel.  It  is 
idle  to  talk  of  degrading  Government  by  pelding 
terms.  This  Government  is  strong— South 
Carolina  weak.  The  strong  man  may  grant 
terms  to  Hie  weak;  and,  by  so  doing,  nve 
the  highest  evidence  of  magnanimity*  AJl  nis- 
tory  teems  with  instanoesra  the  evils  springing 
fnm  fiilse  pride  in  Govenunents.  Bnusea 
thrones,  dismembered  empires,  crushed  repub- 
lics; these  are  its  bitter  frnits.  Let  na  throw 
it  from  us,  and  try  the  efficacy  of  that  engine 
which  ^tyrants  never  use ;  that  great  engine 
which  would  save  Poland  to  Busaa,  Irdand  to 
England,  and  South  Carolina,  not  as  a  province 
wim  her  palmetto  trailing  in  the  dost,  but  aa  a 
free,  sovereign,  snd  independent  State,  to  this 
confederacy — the  en^e  of  redress.  This  is  my 
advice. 

But  my  advice  is  disregarded;  yon  rush  on 
to  the  contest:  yon  snMne  South  Candina; 
you  drive  her  mtixens  into  the  morasses,  whwe 
Marion  and  Sumpter  found  refuge ;  you  lei^ 
her  towns  and  cities  in  the  dust ;  you  clothe 
her  daughters  in  mourning,  and  make  help- 
less orphans  of  her  rising  sons :  where,  thnt, 
is  your  glory  I  Glory  comes  not  from  the  blood 
of  slaughtered  brethren.  Gracious  God  I  is  it 
necessary  to  urge  such  considerations  on  an 
American  Senate  ?  Whither  has  the  genius  oi 
America  fled.  We  have  had  darker  days  than 
the  present,  and  that  genius  has  saved  us.  Are 
we  to  satisfy  the  discontents  of  the  people  by 
force — ^l^shoothigsome  and  bayoneting  others? 
Force  may  convert  freemen  into  slaves ;  bnt^ 
after  yon  have  made  them  daves,  will  they 
look  witii  complacency  on  their  chains?  When 
you  have  subdued  South  Carolina,  lowered  her 

Sroud  flag,  and  trampled  her  freedom  In  the 
ast,  will  she  love  you  for  Uie  kindness  you 
have  shown  hert  No;  she  will  despise  and 
hate  you.  Poland  will  hate  Russia  until  she  is 
again  free ;  and  so  would  it  be  with  South  Car- 
olina. I  would  that  I  had  but  moral  inflaence 
enough  to  save  my  country  in  this  honr  of  periL 
If  I  know  myself,  I  would  peril  all,  every  thing 
that  I  hold  most  dear,  if  I  could  be  the  means 
of  stilling  the  agitated  billows.  I  have  no  snch 
power;  I  stand  here  manacled  in  a  minority, 
whose  efforts  can  avul  but  little.  You,  who 
are  the  m^ori^,  have  tiie  destinies  of  the  coun- 
try in  your  hands.  If  war  shall  grow  out 
of  this  measure,  you  are  alone  responsible.  I 
will  wash  my  hands  of  the  business.  Rather 
than  give  my  aid,  I  would  surrender  my  station 
here,  for  I  aspire  not  to  imitate  the  rash  boy 
who  set  flre  to  the  Ephesian  dome.  No,  sir,  I 
will  lend  no  aid  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I 
had  almost  s^d  that  "  I  had  ratiier  be  a  dog 
and  bay  the  moon  than  such  a  Boman."  I  will 
not  yet  despair ;  Rome  had  her  Curtius,  Sparta 
her  Leonidas,  and  Athens  her  band  of  devoted 
patriots ;  and  shall  it  be  Sfud  tiittt  the  American 


Digitized  by 


VxamoAMT^  1888.] 

Senate  eontuna  not  one  man  who  will  step  for- 
ward to  resone  his  country  in  this  her  moment 
of  peril  ?  Although  that  man  may  nerer  wear 
an  earthly  crown  or  sway  an  earthly  sceptre, 
eternal  fame  shall  wreathe  an  evergreen  aroond 
bis  brow,  and  his  name  shall  rank  with  Ibose 
of  the  prondest  patriots  of  the  proudest  dimes. 

Kr.  OuTtoK,  of  Delaware,  thai  took  the 
floor,  and  moTed  an  adjournment. 


Military  Orden. 

Mr.  PozHOKXTZB  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Btaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  l^d  before  the  Senate 
copies  of  the  orders  wbleb  lutre  been  given  to 
conunan^g  officer  of  the  military  forces  assem- 
bled ia  and  near  to  the  city  of  Charieaton,  South 
Carolina ;  and  also  coi^es  of  the  orders  which  have 
been  given  to  the  commander  ef  the  naval  forces 
assembled  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston  ;  particu- 
lariy  such  orders,  if  any  such  have  been  taven,  to 
renst  tbe  constituted  anthottties  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  withfai  the  ebartered  Ibnits  of  aidd 
State. 

lUvaiae  ColUctUm  BiU. 

The  Senate  then  agtun  proceeded  to  the  bill 
ififtlring  further  provision  for  the  collection  of  the 
Tevenne. 

Hr.  Glatton  add :  If  the  measure  proposed 
by  tbe  bill  should,  as  is  alleged,  drive  South 
Carolina  to  open  secession,  stiu,  sir,  I  hold  that 
State  secession  is  a  less  evil  than  State  nullifi- 
cation. I  think  the  soundness  of  this  opinion 
is  easily  demonstrable.  If  the  latter  doctrine 
be  triumphantly  established ;  if  it  be,  indeed, 
true  that  any  one  of  these  States  can  oonstitn- 
tionally  and  rightfully  dedde,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, on  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress  for 
all  her  alleged  grievances ;  then,  rir,  ia  Sonth 
Carolina,  while  all  her  ports  are  open  for  tbe 
admission  of  every  artide  of  importation,  duty 
free,  still  within,  the  pale  of  the  union,  and  enti- 
tled to  participate  in  all  its  blessines,  though 
^e  refuse  to  share  in  any  of  its  burdens.  The 
whole  amount  of  southern  exports,  estimated  at 
fortf  millions  annually,  may  oe  exchanged  for 
foreign  manufactures  and  foreign  produce; 
and  by  Tirtue  of  this  ordmance  of  nullification, 
the  exchanges  may,  throogb  the  free  ports  of 
Oharleston,  Beaufort,  and  Georgetown,  be 
transhipped  coastwise,  and  forced  upon  tihe  oon- 
somption  of  the  whole  country,  In  defiance  of 
all  onr  laws  for  the  collection  of  duties.  The 
immediate  efiect  of  this  must  be  desoliution  and 
rain  to  ns— desolation  and  rain  so  certain  and 
Bo  Kteedj,  that  our  southern  fellow-citizens 
would  find  us  a  prey  hardly  worth  the  trouble 
of  further  pursmt,  after  the  lapse  of  five  or  ten 
years  from  the  period  when  such  a  system 
should  go  into  effective  operation.  Throwing 
oat  of  view  the  destmotion  of  our  manufaotorers 


 69 

and  meobanics  (the  immediate  conseqaenoe  of 
this  state  of  thmgs),  I  ask,  what  have  we — to 
what  poedble  resources  can  we  apply— to  meet 
this  never-ending  drain  of  onr  means  and  money 
to  pay  for  all  tlie  most  important  necessanes 
of  me  thus  purchased  abroad  1  In  a  few  years 
we  should  be  be^^ared  by  the  operation  of  such 
a  state '  of  thin^  uid  soon  after,  where  the 
husbandman  now  goes  happily  to  bis  plough, 
and  the  mechanic  smgs  cheerily  to  the  sound  of 
his  axe  or  his  hammer,  the  country  would  be 
rapidly  deserted,  and,  in  a  few  more  fleeting 
years,  would  present  but  a  wild  and  melancholy 
waste,  a  lasting  monument  to  posterity  of  our 
own  folly  and  punllanlmity.  And  let  it  not  be 
overlooked  by  those  who  would  temporarily 
riot  in  the  profits  thus  drawn  from  the  bard 
hand  of  honest  industry,  that  they  would  event- 
ually be  the  losers  by  their  own  avidity;  for 
where  would  be  their  market  for  articles  re- 
ceived in  exchange  for  tiieir  immense  surplua 
produce,  when  we  should  be  no  longer  able  to 
buy  tliem!  On  tbe  other  band,  toe  conse- 
quences of  the  secession  of  South  Carolina  from 
toe  Union,  though  that  would  be  an  event  deeply 
to  be  deplored,  while  the  memory  of  our  nar 
tional  glory  is  retained,  would  be  infinitely  to 
be  prenured  by  ua  to  snoh  a  condition  of  affiilra. 
In  uie  event  of  her  BuccessfUly  nudntainiug  her 
separate  independence,  we  should  subject  all 
her  products,  and  all  her  exchanges  obtained 
for  them,  when  introduced  among  us,  to  our 
own  tarin;  and,  if  peace  did  not  smile  upon  us 
as  it  heretofore  baa,  we  should,  at  least,  by  tbe 
sacrifice  of  some  of  its  blessings,  maintiun  our 
independence  of  all  foreign  nations.  I  tell  the 
honorable  members  from  Carolina,  therefore, 
that,  while  secession  has  its  terrors  for  me,  nul- 
lification presents  even  still  greater  evils  in 
pern>ective ;  tiiat  I  have  been  oriven  in  sorrow 
to  tnat  ta^  of  oalculating  the  value  of  this 
Unionf  which  I  once  supposed  I  could  never 
leam,  and  which  I  still  think  no  man  can  learn, 
while  Uke  ocnutitntion  stands  unimpaired  by 
misoonsbuctios,  and  that  I  cannot  be  deterred 
from  the  support  of  this  bill,  whose  only  object  ia 
to  countervail  the  effects  of  their  State  ordinance 
and  State  legislation,  by  the  threat  of  disunion 
as  a  necessary  consequence  of  ita  passage. 

I  come  then,  sir,  to  the  diseoadcm  of  the  maia 
question  before  us. 

Are  the  ordinance  and  laws  of  South  Caro- 
lina, set  forth  m  the  President's  message,  conso- 
nant with  tbe  Constitution  frf  the  United  States! 
If  repugnant  to  the  proTisums  of  that  sacred 
matrament^  has  thenate  aright  to  secede  frtnn 
we  Union  t  Have  we  the  power  to  coerce 
obediraice  to  our  revoiae  laws?  And,  if  we 
.  hare  snob  power,  are  the  provisions  of  this  hill 
such  as  are  proper  to  secure  that  obedience  ? 

There  never  was  a  question  more  involved 
in  metaphysical  subtieties  than  the  essential 
inquiry  into  the  right  of  nullification  and  seces- 
sion has  been,  by  tbe  respective  advocates  of 
these  different  doctrines.  They  invariably  seek 
out  the  moat  refined,  and  (tften,  I  may  add,  the 
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most  indefinable  distinc^ons.  It  Tonld  with 
tiiem  be  evidence  of  gross  obtdseness  of  intel- 
lect^ to  fail  always  to  discriminate  between  the 
foundation  of  tlie  i>owers  of  the  QoTernment, 
and  tiie  soorces  from  which  those  tiowers  are 
drawn ;  between  soTereigntj  and  sovereign 
power,  determining  at  the  same  time  with  pre- 
cision where  each  of  these  originated  and 
where  thej  now  remain,  and  between  the  effect 
of  a  ratification  bj  the  people  of  the  United 
States  coUectivel  J,  and  that  of  a  ratification  bjr 
tiie  Bune  people  voting  hy  State  divisions.  The 
dltiaoction  between  a  State  and  the  people  of  a 
State  is  made  and  earned  so  far,  that  the  State 
itself  is  ooondered  as  a  kind  oS  ethereiBl,  snper- 
natoral  being,  whose  essence  is  illbnltabIe,ancon- 
troltable  sovereignty  over  the  very  people  com- 
posing it,  and  to  whose  will  alone  it  is  indebted 
for  "a  local  habitation  and  a  name."  The  recent 
address  to  the  people  of  Sooth  Garolioa,  by 
their  delegates  in  convention,  is  replete  with 
Boeh  disdnotiona. 

I  admit,  nr,  tiiat,  by  the  very  terms  of  onr 
oonstitation  or  form  of  government,  there  is  an 
ultimate  sovereignty,  a  paramonnt  power  of 
amendment  and  revociBtion,  resting  in  the  people 
<^  three-foturths  of  the  States.  Undonbtediy 
it  is  true,  that  this  ultimate  sovereignty  has 
never  been  ^ienated  or  delated.  It  is  true, 
to&  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  (not 
1^  Bonth  Oanulna  alone)  have  reserved  to  them- 
selves, or  tbeir  respective  States,  all  the  attri- 
butes of  sovereignty  not  delated  by  the  con- 
stitution. Kay,  more  sir,  I  reco^ize,  and 
glory  in  the  recognition  of  the  principles  of  our 
revolutionary  forefathers,  that  toe  right  to  resist 
tyranny  and  oppression,  no  matter  by  what 
power  ezerosed,  still  exists  in  every  man,  not 
aa  a  oonstitntional  or  delegated  power,  bot  as 
an  inherent,  indivldble,  ana  nnauenable  right. 
But  this  oltra-oonstitational  and  revolutionary 
right,  which,  when  exercised,  must  always  con- 
fe«8oaly  snbject  those  who  attempt  to  enforce 
it  to  the  penalties  of  treason  in  the  event  of 
iiuai  Cailore,  is  as  widely  different  from  the 
pretended  right  of  ntillification,  as  the  heavens 
from  the  eaith.  It  is  open,  nnblashing  treason 
against  the  Government ;  and,  even  when  as- 
serted under  the  gallows,  has  the  merit  of  being 
more  respectable,  because  it  is  more  intelligible 
and  daring,  than  nullification.  It  is  not  a  mere 
State  right,  but  looks  above  all  the  restraints 
of  power.  It  may  be  exercised  agunst  South 
Oardina  by  her  own  citizens,  or  agmnst  this 
Government  by  the  people  the  Umted  St^ea. 
It  is  nothing  more  than  the  right  of  rebellion; 
the  right  of  self-preserv^on ;  the  right  to  fight 
In  self-defence.  No  man  ever  did,  or  ever  ooold 
part  with  it.  If  suocessfoUy  vindicated  in  a 
righteous  cause,  he  who  asaerts  it  becomes  a 
hero;  if  unsaocessfully,  a  trutor.  Askthenul- 
lifler  if  this  is  the  sovereignty  which  he  refers 
to  as  a  onit,  indivisible,  and  nnalienable,  and  he 
will  teJl  yon,  no  I  He  seeks  shelter  not  in  his  in- 
dividual resource^  f^at  under  the  eegis  of  his 
State;  nay,  dalms protection  under  the  consd- 
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tntton  which  he  seeks  to  destroy;  is  horror- 
stmck  by  the  charge  of  treason,  and  asserts  the 
right  of  State  inteipmition  as  a  right  reserved 
in  the  very  bjmd  of  our  Union :  and  when,  to 
disprove  the  right  of  the  State  to  interpoee, 
you  point  him  to  the  plain  words  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  negative  the  right  of  any  State 
to  make  war  on  the  rest,  which  positively  pro- 
hibit any  State  to  engage  in  any  war,  or  to  keep 
troops  when  this  Government  is  at  peace,  he 
coolhr  tells  yon  that  these  are  State  n^hta  and 
attributes  oi  sovereignty,  which  are,  in  tbeir 
natnre,  unalienable.  Sir,  this  political  dpgmai 
understood  in  the  sense  of  those  wlto  use  it, 
never  had  any  foundation  in  truth.  As  an  ax- 
iom of  political  science,  it  is  unknown  ammg 
statesmen. 

Sovereign  power  was  not  only  considered  as 
divisible  by  tnose  who  formed  this  Government, 
but  we  see  that  the  chief  beauty  of  their 
whole  structure  consists  in  the  many  divisions 
which  have  been  made  of  it  One  portion  of  it 
is  to  be  found  io  the  House  of  Representatives, 
which,  for  example,  can  alone  ori  jpnate  impoadi- 
ments  and  bills  for  raising  revenue.  Another 
portion  of  it  is  in  the  Senate,  which,  while  H 
generally  exercises  concurrent  l^cislativga  power 
with  the  House,  has  the  peculiar  right  to  check 
the  Executive  in  the  administration  of  the 
^pointing  power,  and  constitutes  the  National 
Judiciary  io  all  cases  of  impeachment  Another 
portion  of  sovereign  power  is  in  the  Executive ; 
another  in  the  Congress  and  the  President  com- 
bined ;  another  in  the  Judiciary ;  another  in 
each  State,  which  can  never  lose  her  equal 
representation  in  the  Senate,  without  her  con- 
sent ;  another  in  the  m^ority  of  the  people  of 
each  State ;  and  another  in  three-fourths  of  all 
the  States. 

The  people  have  conferred  upon  &e  judicial 
department  of  their  Government  the  power  to 
settie,  in  the  emphatic  language  of  a  resolution 
of  the  Legi^tnre  of  Delaware,  which  I  received 
yesterday,  and  which  it  gives  me  pleaanre  to 
sustain  to-day,  "  all  controversies  between  the 
United  States  and  the  respective  States,  and  all 
controversies  arising  nnder  the  constitution 
itself."  I  view  this  judicial  power  as  a  neoea- 
sary  incident  to  the  right  of  self-preservation 
existing  in  the  Government,  and  as  being  ex- 
prcMly  delegated  by  the  oonstitution.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  contends  that,  when  Gov- 
ernments come  into  collision,  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  oannot  decide;  «ad 
the  gentleman  from  Kentueky  (Ifr.  Bibb)  takes 
a  distinction  between  polincw  and  judioial 
power,  and  avers  that  the  question  now  in  agi- 
tation, tonehrng  the  oonBtitutional  powu-  of 
South  Carolina  to  nullify  the  laws,  cannot  be 
decided  by  the  court,  because  the  deoiwKi 
would  involve  the  exercise  of  political  power. 

When  Hr.  Marshall,  the  present  illustrious 
president  of  the  court,  in  his  place  as  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  took  the  dis- 
tiootion  relied  upon  between  Judicial  and  politi- 
cal power,  he  clearly  explained  and  defined  it 
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I  wast  no  better  authority  than  his  to  snutfua 
my  positions,  though  the  adversary  aivament 
has  been  rested  apon  it  Bis  conceptions,  as 
ezpreased  by  blnu^  in  that  debate,  on  the 
ease  of  Jonathan  Bobbins,  was,  that  the  court 
could  de(Hde  only  in  oaaea  bron^t  before  it ; 
that  it  oonld  do  noting  of  its  own  mere  motion. 
It  haa  no  I^islatare  or  ezecntive  power ;  but  in 
erery  case,  in  law  or  equity,  which  can  arise 
under  the  eoastitation  or  laws,  it  is,  as  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  are  now  organized, 
the  sole  arbiter,  either  in  the  first  or  in  the  last 
resort.  And  nothing  has  ever  fallen  from  Mr. 
Uarshall  to  contradict  this  principle;  on  the 
oontrary,  the  whole  corrent  of  antborities  in 
the  ooort  snstuns  it. 

The  tme  point  in  issue  between  ns  is  there- 
fore limited  to  tbis :  can  the  question  as  to  the 
validity  of  the  Soutb  Carotioa  ordinance  and 
legislatioD,  referred  to  in  the  Execntive  mes- 
sage, and  whoae  sole  oljeot  is  to  annnl  and 
evade  onr  roTenae  laws,  arise  before  the  conrt  f 
Why  not  ?  If  it  be  not  presented  for  determi- 
nation there,  no  other  intelligible  reason  can  be 
stated  to  account  for  the  fact,  than  the  refusal 
of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  matter  to 
bring  np  that  point.  In  an  action  for  a  breach 
of  onr  tariff  laws,  the  citizen  of  South  Carolina 
who  may  chum  the  benefit  of  this  State  inter- 

Seition,  may  plead  the  ^>ecial  matter  iu  bar  to 
a  action  setting  forth  the  ordinance  and  iaws 
imder  which  he  demands  protection.  The  at- 
torney for  the  Government  most  demar  to  tbe 
plea,  beoanae  the  facts  contained  in  it  are  not 
traTenable.  The  judgment  of  the  oonrt  below 
KoA  of  tbe  court  in  appeal  must  be  on  the  very 
qoestimi,  whether  this  ordinance  and  these  laws 
are  conatitutiooaL  Will  any  professional  gentle- 
man here  deny  this  t  Will  any  one  of  them 
oblige  QB  by  stating  what  dUSculty  exists  in 
this  mode  of  pi^Bsenting  the  whole  qoestioa  in 
controversy  between  us  to  this  tribunal  ?  Sir, 
I  defy  their  scrutiny.  They  know,  as  I  do,  that 
the  case  is  one  whidi  can  easily  arise  before  the 
conrt,  if  tbey  dare  to  submit  its  decision  to 
that  tribunal  which  the  ooustitution  has  desig- 
n^ed  for  the  purpose. 

The  Preeidfflit,  In  his  late  message  in  refer- 
ence to  tbia  most  interestdng  mbjeot,  nas  brought 
back  tbe  GbTamment  to  toe  tme  principles  of 
the  constitution,  and  muntuued  tbe  antbority 
of  the  court  as  I  have  stated  it,  Tbe  sentiments 
of  the  Vice  President  elect  coincide  with  his. 
Mr.  Van  BureD,  in  his  speech  on  the  Jndidary 
in  1826,  says : 

"It  has  been  jostly  otwerved,  that  there  existi 
Dot  upon  tbia  eartb,  and  there  never  did  exist,  a 
judicial  tribunal  clothed  with  powers  so  various, 
and  BO  important,  as  the  Supreme  Conrt. 

"  By  U  Mattes  and  laws  made  pomoant  to  the 
constHaUoQ  are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  So  fWr  at  least  as  tbe  acta  of  Coogress 
depend  upon  the  courts  for  their  execution,  the  Su- 
preme Court  is  the  judge  whether  or  no  nioh  acta 
mre  partoant  to  the  eonstitDtion ;  and  from  its 
Jndpaent  there  Is  no  s^eaL  Ita  Teto,  tbeiefbre, 


[Sehatb. 

may  absolutely  aoapend  niae4enths  of  the  acts  of 
the  \ational  Legblattire. 

"  Not  only  are  the  acts  of  tbe  National  Le^ala* 
ture  subject  to  ita  review,  but  it  atands  as  the  um- 
{nre  between  tbe  confllcUag  powen  of  tbe  General 
and  State  Oovemments.  But  this  is  not  alL  It 
not  only  uta  in  final  judgment  upon  our  acta  as  the 
highest  legislative  body  known  to  the  country ;  it 
not  only  claims  to  be  the  absolute  arbiter  between 
the  Federal  and  State  Government ;  but  it  exercises 
the  same  great  poww  between  tbe  respective  States 
fonning  this  great  coDfederacy  and  their  own  dti- 
zena. 

"There  are  few  States  in  the  Union,  upon  whose 
acta  the  seal  of  condemnation  has  not,  from  time  to 
time,  been  placed  by  the  Supreme  Court.  The  sov- 
ereign authorities  of  Vermoot,  New  Hampshire,  New 
Tori,  New  Jersey,  Pennaylvaida,  Haryluid,  Vii;rin> 
la,  North  Carolina,  Idssourl,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio, 
have  In  torn  been  rebuked  and  silenced  by  the  over- 
ruling authority  of  this  court.  I  must  not  be  under- 
Btood,  sir,  as  comptvning  of  the  exercise  of  this 
jurisdiction  by  the  Supreme  Court,  or  to  pasa  upon 
the  correctness  of  their  dedsiona.  The  authority 
has  been  j^ven  to  them,  and  this  is  not  tbe  place  to 
question  ita  exerc^." 

In  opporation  to  all  authorities,  however, 
honorable  gentlemen  quote  the  Virginia  resolu- 
tions of  1798,  and  the  report  ou  them  in  1799. 
Mr.  Uadison,  who  bas  recently  explained  a 
report,  of  which  he  was  himself  the  author,  is 
considered  by  them  as  not  now  correctly  nn- 
derstaoding  what  he  himself  wrote;  uid  we 
are  told  that  Virginia  alone  can  expound  what 
she  meant  by  her  resolutions.  While  I  utterly 
deny  her  right  to  expound  for  the  rest  of  the 
world  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
while  I  hold  lightly  even  her  own  resolutions, 
drawn  and  sent  out,  as  I  shall  ever,  believe, 
chiefiy  for  their  political  effect  in  a  pendinff  ctm- 
test  for  pt^Ucal  power  between  berself  and 
snotiier  secUon  of  tbe  country ;  I  say  to  het 
representatiTes  here,  that  if  she  meant  iu  1708, 
or  in  1799,  to  deny  tbe  powers  of  the  Supreme 
Conrt,  and  arrogate  to  berself  the  authority  to 
decide  in  tbe  last  constitntional  resort  on  the 
laws  of  Congress  or  the  Gonstitntion  of  the 
United  States,  she  bas  repealed  her  resolutions 
by  still  later  resolutions,  in  reply  to  those  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  regard  to  the  Olmstead  case. 
My  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey  (Mr. 
Fbeunobotsbn)  has  shown  us  that  when  Penn- 
sylvania proposed,  in  1810,  to  amend  tbe  con- 
stitution, by  appointing  m  arbiter  betweoi  tb« 
decisions  of  the  States  and  the  General  Govern- 
ment, Virginia,  by  an  almost  nnanimoos  vote 
of  her  Lttpslatnre,  in  answer  to  the  proposition, 
referred  Pennsylvania  to  the  conrt  as  tbe  only 
proper  arbiter,  and  recognized  the  very  prin- 
ciples agunat  which  one  of  the  Vii^ia  repre- 
sentatives is  now  contending.  Be  it  the  part 
of  otbers  to  attempt  to  exonerate  her  from 
the  charge  of  inconsistency  at  these  different 
periods — ^that  is  no  task  of  mine. 

I  come,  sir,  to  a  brief  consideration  of  tbe 
question,  are  the  provinons  of  the  bill  before 
us  such  as  are  proper  to  secure  that  ohedionoe 
to  tbe  laws  <d  tus  Goremment  which  the  pro* 
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oeedlngs  of  Boath  Oarolina  are  calculated  to 
withhold?  The  leading  clause  in  thU  bill,  an- 
thoriziDg  the  Pre«dent  to  employ  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  Union  to  airest  the  nnconsti- 
tati(Hial  prooeedings  of  the  ofllcers  of  Soath 
Oarolina,  ahonM  tbej  attempt  to  reecoe  Imported 
gooda  from  oar  TeTenne  omoen^  hsa  been  the 
ratiject  of  bitter  denmtdation  by  Sootbern  gen- 
tlemen, and  jiarticolarljr  by  the  gentlemaa  from 
Virginia.  Sir,  this  is  almost  a  literal  txansciipt 
from  the  act  of  1809,  for  enforcing  the  embargo 
law.  [Mr.  0.  read  tiie  eleventh  section  of  that 
act,  to  show  that  it  employed  the  very  words 
of  the  bill  before  the  Senate.]  Let  oa  now 
inquire  who  voted  for  an  act  so  similar  in  its 
provinons  to  that  now  b^ore  na.  Fortam^y, 
the  Journals  of  Congress  of  that  day  have  pre- 
served the  yeas  and  nays  on  a  motion  to  strike 
oat  the  eleventh  seotion  of  the  embai^  law.  In 
both  Hooses,  nearfy  all  the  rspreaentiUives  from 
Virginia,  Nortii  Carolina,  Smith  Carolina,  and 
GeOTgia,  voted  for  a  biU,  which,  when  now 
•ought  to  be  applied  to  a  different  section  of  the 
country,  is  the  object  of  their  uiimadversion 
and  horror.  As  strong  remonstrances  were 
then  made  agunst  the  passage  of  this  law  by 
Congress  from  other  parts  of  the  Umted  States 
as  are  now  presented  In  behalf  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  were  then,  as  they  wiU  be  now,  made 
in  vain. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolina 
has  told  US  that  all  humwi  institutions,  like 
those  who  formed  them,  contain  within  them- 
selvea  the  elements  of  th«r  own  destrucUon ; 
and  that  our  own  Government  ia  now  exhibit- 
ing their  operation.  To  thU  general  philo> 
■ophio  remark  I  should  not  have  objected 
bat  for  its  appUeation.  All  the  works  of  man 
are  destined  to  decay;  bnt  while  the  American 
people  shall  remain  true  to  thenuelve^  tlieir 
Government  cannot  be  destroyed ;  for  it  con- 
tains, within  iteelf^  endless  and  ever-renascent 
energies,  which  mast  bring  it  ont  in  tiinmph, 
and  with  Anteoan  vigor,  in  despite  of  every  effort 
to  overthrow  It.  From  foreign  force  it  has 
nothing  to  fear ;  it  dreads  nothing  now  from 
any  section  of  this  Union  which  shall  seek 
to  prevent  the  Jiut  opwation  of  bar  laws 
by  fordgn  intervention.  Tea,  or,  a  foreign 
alliaao&  sooght  by  any  member  of  this  confed- 
eratnr,  for  the  purpose  of  making  war  upon  us, 
-womd  be  tbe  mesjiB,  under  Heaven,  of  immedi- 
ately rallying  every  patriot,  of  every  political 
party,  under  the  broad  banner  of  the  republic. 
Popular  virtue,  however,  ia  the  only  safe  basis 
of  popular  government.  This  is  the  "fountain 
from  the  which  our  current  nms,  or  bears  no 
life ; "  and  I  concede  that  the  mortal  blow  to 
the  liberties  of  this  country  may,  at  last,  be 
Btrack  by  the  hand  of  one  who  has  been  in- 
debted to  it  for  existence.  The  shaft  which 
shall  stretoh  the  American  eagle  bleeding  and 
lifeleBB  in  the  dost  mast  be  fiswiered  from  his 
own  bru^bt  pinions;  and  Utter  nill  be  Oie 
onnea  or  men^  in  til  <iges  to  0(nne,  agunst  the 
traitorous  heart  oq^  the  parricioal  band  of 
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him  who  shall  loose  that  tHoH  arrow  frmn  flte 

string  I 

**  Bemember  him,  tbe  TllUIn,  riAtetm  H«KT«n, 
la  thy  gnat  Aaj  of  vengemnoel  Bloat  th«  tnUtor^ 
And  hla  peraldotu  eonnMla,  who,  for  wealtk. 
For  power,  tb«  prlda  ctf  rnatiMM,  «r  nvea^ 
Voud  plOBge  hi>  utlTcludin  oItU  whP 


FmDAT,  February  8. 
Setmtu  Colleeiion  SiU—JTvU^eaiion. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  again  to  the  ap^ 
cial  order  of  the  day,  hmxg  uie  bill  making 
farther  proviuon  for  tiie  collection  of  the  rev- 
enue. 

Mr.  Wbbstbb  sdd  he  wished  to  interrupt  the 
course  of  the  debate  for  a  single  moment,  in 
order  to  set  one  matter  rif^t,  if  he  could.  Sinee 
a  warm  controversy  waa  lisiiig  on  this  meaanre^ 
he  thought  it  bnt  proper  tiut  we  should  on- 
derstand  between  what  parties  the  controversy 
existed. 

Soon  after  tbe  declaration  of  war,  by  the 
United  States  agunst  £n|^and,  an  American 
vessel  fell  in  at  sea  witb  one  of  Ei^and,  and 

five  information  of  the  dedaratioL  Ibe 
oglish  master  inquired,  with  no  littie  warmth 
of  manner  and  expressionj  why  the  United 
States  had  gone  to  war  with  England?  The 
American  answered  him,  that  difficulties  bad 
existed,  for  a  good  while,  between  the  two 
Governments,  and  that  it  was  at  length  tiiooght, 
in  America,  to  be  high  time  for  the  piiartiee  to 
come  to  a  better  understanding. 

I  incline  to  think,  Mr.  FresideD^  thftt  a  war 
has  iHvken  out  here  wUdi  is  very  l^ely,  before 
it  closes,  to  bring  the  parties  to  a  bettor  under* 
stwdlng.  But  who  are  the  parties?  Will  yo« 
please  to  remember,  ledr,  that  this  is  a  measure 
foanded  in  Executive  recommendation!  The 
President,  oharped  by  the  constitution  with  the 
duty  of  executmig  the  laws,  has  sent  us  a  mes- 
sage, alleging  that  powerfiU.  cfimbinations  are 
forming  to  resist  their  execution;  that  the 
existing  laws  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
criris;  and  recommending  sundry  enactments 
as  necessary  for  the  occasion.  The  message 
heoDg  referred  to  tbe  Judiciary  Committee, 
that  committee  has  reported  abill  in  oom^ianoe 
witii  the  President's  recommendatimi.  It  has 
not  gone  beyond  the  message.  Evwy  tibing  in 
the  bill,  every  single  provinon,  whi<^  ia  now 
compluued  o^  Is  in  the  message.  Tet  the  whole 
war  is  raised  against  the  bill,  and  against  the 
committee,  as  if  the  committee  had  originated 
the  whole  matter.  Oentiemen  get  up  and 
address  us,  as  if  they  were  arguing  ag»nst  some 
measure  of  a  factious  opposition.  They  look 
the  same  way,  ur,  and  speak  with  the  same 
vehemence,  as  they  used  to  do  when  they  raised 
their  patriotic  voices  against  what  they  called 
a  "  coalition." 

Now,  dr,  let  it  be  known,  onoe  for  all,  that 
this  ia  an  admini^riration measure;  that  it  is  the 
Prendent's  own  measure;  and  Z  pra^  gentle* 
men  to  have  tbe  goodness,  If  th^  oall  it  bard 
names,  and  talk  loudly  against  Us  friends,  not 
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to  overlook  its  source.  Let  them  attack  it,  if  | 
they  choose  to  attack  it,  in  its  origin. 

Let  it  be  known,  also,  that  a  majority  of  the 
committee  reporting  the  bill  are  friends  and 
supporters  of  the  administration ;  and  that  it  is 
mfunt^ned  in  this  Honse  by  those  who  are 
wnoDg  his  steadfast  friends,  of  Ions  standing. 

It  is,  sir,  as  I  have  already  said,  the  Pran* 
dent's  own  measure.  Let  those  who  oppose  it, 
oppose  it  as  sach.  Let  them  ftir^  aoknowkdge 
Its  origin,  and  meet  it  aoootdin^y. 

The  honorable  member  from  Eentncky,  who 
spoke  first  against  the  bill,  said  he  found  in  it 
another  Jersey  prison  ship ;  let  him  state,  then, 
that  the  President  has  sent  a  message  to  Oon- 
gress,  recommending  a  renewal  of  the  sufferings 
and  horrors  of  the  Jersey  prison  ship.  He  says, 
too,  that  the  bill  snnffs  of  the  alien  and  sedition 
law.  But  the  bill  is  fragrant  of  no  flower 
except  the  same  which  perfumes  the  message. 
Let  him,  then,  say,  if  he  thinks  so,  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  advises  a  revival  of  the  principles 
of  fbo  alien  and  sedition  laws. 

The  faonwable  member  htm  Vii;giDia  (Mr. 
Ttlbb)  finds  out  a  resemUanoe  between  this  biU 
and  the  Boston  port  bill.  Sir,  if  one  of  these 
be  imitated  from  the  other,  the  imitation  is  the 
President's.  The  bill  makes  the  Prerident,  be 
says,  sole  Jndge  of  the  constitution.  Does  he 
mean  to  say  that  the  President  has  recom- 
mended a  measore  which  is  to  make  him  sole 
judge  of  the  constitution  ?  The  bill,  he  declares, 
sacrifices  every  thing  to  arbitrary  power — he 
■will  lend  no  aid  to  its  passage — he  would  rather 
"  be  a  dog,  and  bay  the  tuoon,  than  such  a 
Boman."  He  did  not  say  "  the  old  Boman." 
Yet  the  gentleman  well  knows,  that  if  any 
^ng  is  sacrifioed  to  arbitrarT  power,  the 
saonnce  had  been  demanded  by  the  "old 
Boman,"  as  he  and  others  have  called  him;  by 
the  Prmdent  whom  he  has  sopported,  so  often 
and  BO  ably,  fbr  the  Chief  Maf^traoy  of  the 
country.  He  says,  too,  that  one  of  the  sections 
is  an  English  Botany  Bay  law,  except  tliat  it  is 
mnoh  worse.  This  section,  sir,  whatever  it 
may  be,  is  Just  what  the  Firesident's  messace 
recommended.  Similar  observations  are  appli- 
cable to  the  remarks  of  both  the  honOTable  gen- 
tlemen from  North  Carolina.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  particularize  those  remarks.  They  were 
in  uie  same  strun. 

Therefore,  sir,  let  it  be  understood,  let  it  be 
known,  that  the  war  which  these  gentlemen 
choose  to  wute,  is  waged  against  the  measnres 
of  the  admimstration,  against  the  n«sident  of 
their  own  ehtnoe.  The  ocmtroversy  has  arisen  be- 
tween him  and  them,  and^  in  its  progress,  liiey 
will  probably  come  to  a  distinct  understanding. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as 
admitting  that  these  ohaives  against  the  bill 
are  just,  or  that  they  would  be  just  if  made 
sgfdnst  the  message.  On  the  conb'ary,  I  think 
them  wholly  nojust.  Ko  one  of  them,  in  my 
opinion,  can  be  made  good.  I  think  the  bill, 
or  some  nmilar  measure,  had  become  indispen- 
sable, and  that  the  PreiMeat  eoold  not  do  others  I 


I  wise  than  to  recommend  it  to  the  consideration 
of  Congress.  He  was  not  at  liberty  to  look 
on  and  be  silentj  while  dangers  threatened  1b» 
Union,  which  existing  taws  were  not  competent, 
in  his  judgment,  to  avert 

Mr.  Presideot,  I  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that 
I  support  this  measure,  as  an  independent  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  in  the  discharge  of  the  dic- 
tates of  my  own  conscieace.  I  am  no  man's 
leader;  and,  on  the  other  band,  Jfdlowno 
lead,  bat  tiiat  of  public  dnty,  and  the  star  at 
the  constitution.  I  believe  the  country  is  in 
considerable  danger ;  J*  believe  an  unlawful 
combination  threatens  the  integrity  of  the  Union. 
I  believe  the  crisis  calls  for  a  mild,  temperate, 
forbearing,  but  inflexibly  firm  execntton  of  the 
laws.  And,  under  this  conviction,  I  give  a  hearty 
support  to  the  administration,  in  all  measures 
which  I  deem  to  be  fair,  just,  and  necessary. 
And  in  supporting  these  measures,  I  mean  to 
take  my  fair  share  of  responsibility,  to  support 
them  frankly  and  fairly,  without  reflections  on 
the  past,  and  without  mixing  oUier  topics  in 
their  discasdott. 

Mr.  Prerident,  I  think  I  understand  the  senti- 
ment of  the  country  on  this  subject.  I  think 
public  opimon  sets  with  an  irresistible  force  in 
favor  of  the  Union,  in  favor  of  the  measure  rec- 
ommended by  the  President,  and  against  the 
new  doctrines  which  threaten  the  dissolution 
of  tiie  Union.  I  think  the  people  of  the  United 
States  demand  of  us,  who  are  intmsted  with 
the  Government,  to  maintun  that  Govemmmt ; 
to  be  just,  and  fear  not ;  to  make  all  and  suit- 
able provisions  for  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
and  to  sustun  the  Union  and  the  constitution 
agunst  whatsoever  may  endanger  them.  For 
one,  I  obey  this  public  Tdoo;  I  ennply  with 
th»  demand  of  the  pet^le.  I  snpport  the  ad- 
miniBtration  in  measures  which  I  oeUeve  to  be 
necessary ;  and,  wbUe  pnrsning  this  course,  I 
look  unhesitatingly,  and  with  the  utmost  coim- 
dence,  for  the  approbation  of  the  oountiy. 

Mr.  Dallas  said :  The  measure  was  recom- 
mended by  the  President  in  a  message  to  Con- 
gress, which  was  referred  to  a  standiug  oommit- 
t«e  of  the  House.  That  committee  had  reported 
this  bill.  It  was  an  administration  measure. 
Honorable  gentlemen  might  be  assured  that, 
whatever  language  waa  applied  to  the  bill, 
there  were  those  who  would  not  flinch  from 
its  responsibility.  As  a  politicsl  man,  he  would 
say,  that  t^  President,  in  recommending  this 
measore,  would  attach  to  himself^  more  rtrongiy 
than  ever,  he  would  not  say  all  the  people  of 
tiie  oonntiy,  or  all  the  members  of  any  political 
party,  but  the  entire  democracy  of  Pennsylvania. 
That  democracy,  with  its  fifty  thousand  major- 
ity, was  ready  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
this  act.  However  heavy  might  be  the  respon- 
sibility thrown  on  this  measure,  he  would  un- 
dertake to  say,  that  his  State  was  ready  to  as- 
sume its  full  share.  He  felt  very  anxious  to 
treat  this  question  as  one  of  a  grave  and  very 
important  nature;  and  be  proposed,  with  a 
i  Tiew  to  the  aooompUshment  of  ms  task,  with 
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as  little  labor  to  himself  and  tedioomess  to  the 
Senate  as  was  possible,  to  Inquire,  in  the  first 
]daoe,  what  oaoaes  had  led  to  this  measnre; 
BeccHid,  whether  ve  had  the  oonstitQtioiial 
power  to  exaot  it ;  and,  third,  what  were  its 

Srobable  teadency  and  effect.  Many  remarks 
ad  been  made  in  the  discnssion,  to  which  he 
should  pay  do  attention;  not  from  want  of 
respect  to  those  from  whom  they  had  fallen,  but 
from  want  of  oomprehenaim  to  see  their  ^pli- 
cation to  the  subject. 

What  were  the  causes  which  led  to  the  bill  1 
It  was  undoabtedly  drawn  from  onalogons 
practic^  but  it  was  out  of  the  ordinary  course 
of  legislation.  The  oaose  would  be  found  in 
the  proceedings  of  a  popular  convention  held  in 
South  Carolina,  and  the  legislative  and  execu- 
tive acta  foUowIog  than.  Ue  was  at  all  times 
prepared  to  treat  the  movements  of  a  sovereign 
member  of  the  Union  with  respect.  They 
were  not  to  be  viewed  as  the  factious  proceed- 
ings of  a  political  party.  Theirs  was  not  the 
attitude  of  a  changeling.  The  proceedings  to 
which  he  referred  resulted  from  the  deliberate, 
and,  he  might  say,  the  indexible  purpose  of  a 
lugfaly  respectable,  although,  in  his  apprehen- 
non,  mi^ided  State.  He  might  be  mistaken 
in  representing  the  attitude  of  the  State.  He 
referred  to  the  appearances  everywhere  exist- 
ing in  the  State.  This  attitude  might  possibly  be 
very  soon  changed,  and,  in  that  case,  our  pro- 
posed legislation  in  regard  to  it  must  be  changed. 

In  relation,  Mr.  President,  to  nnUtfioation 
secession,  the  question  is,  hare  we  tiie  eonatitn- 
tional  power  to  pass  this  bill  ?  .  In  r«forence 
to  the  abrogation  of  the  revenue  laws  by  the 
State  of  South  Oarolina,  I  say  that,  as  a  matter 
of  equal  constitutional  justice,  the  abn^tion 
of  those  laws,  according  to  the  ordinance  of  South 
Oarolina,  abrogates  them  throughout  the  whole 
country.  I  say  it  is  the  necessary  consequence 
of  annulling  them  in  that  State.  We  are  bound 
by  our  oat^s,  as  Senators  of  the  United  States, 
nut  to  acquiesce  in  or  sanction  such  proceed- 
ings. We  have  no  right  to  give  a  preference  to 
the  ports  of  one  State  over  the  ports  of  another. 
Sir,  I  put  it  to  the  honorable  Senators  present, 
whether  a  tacit  acquiescence  on  the  part  <^ 
this  body  ought  to  be  givm  to  a  regulation 
in  South  Osroliiia,  which  establishes  free  trade 
in  the  port  of  Oharleston,  thereby  (^ving  it  a 
preference  over  any  port  in  the  United  States. 
Would  not  ^  tacit  acquiescence  be  a  violation 
of  our  oaths  as  Senatora?  Let  us  look  to  the 
principle  of  morality  as  connected  with  this 
subject  There  are  sins  of  omission  as  well  as 
dus  of  commission.  He  who  is  not  prepared 
to  do  his  duty,  or  refrains  from  it  from  a  fear  of 
consequences,  acts  in  violation  of  it.  No  single 
St^  no  several  States  of  this  Union,  can  be 
expected  to  furnish  all  the  revenue  which  the 
Government  requires — the  entire  consumption 
of  the  ooantry  upon  which  the  taxes  are  laid ; 
theee  imposts  should  he  boroe  equidly  by  the  en- 
tire mass  of  the  American  peopto.  Shr,  I  pro- 
test th^  weal&x  as  tb^  people  of  the  State  of 
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PeanqrlTania  may  be,  potu^  at  all  times  their 
countless  thousands  into  the  pubUo  treasury — 
protest  agiunst  Hia  Congress  of  the  United  States 
requiring  one  oent  from  the  population  of  that 
State  wUch  is  oot  fully  required  from  others. 
If  yon  do  make  it  a  matter  of  equal  legislation 
— though  we  would  cheerfully  contribute  mil- 
lions to  the  general  treasury  in  common  with 
the  other  States— and  yet  show  preference, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  to  any  portion  of  the  Un- 
ion, as  a  member  of  that  great  commonwealth 
I  would  protest  agiunst  it.  Charleston  cannot  be 
a  free  port,  compatibly  with  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States.  The  instant  that  the  leg- 
islation of  this  Congress  shall  proclaim  ^  to  be 
BO,  I  shall  likewise  declare  Philadelphia  a  free 
port.  Kew  Twk  also,  as  w^  as  every  other 
port  in  the  United  States,  will  have  a  joat  right 
to  be  declared  free.  Sir,  this  effect  is  as  una* 
voidable  in  practice,  as  it  is  sound  in  oonstitn- 
tional  theory. 

If  the  position  now  taken  by  South  Carolina, 
in  reference  to  Charleston,  he  sustained  by  the 
connivance  of  this  body,  your  revenue  is  lost; 
not  a  part  of  the  revenue,  but  the  whole  of  your 
revenue,  is  gone ;  all  that  is  collected  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  by  virtue  of 
the  acts  which  are  uulliSed  in  South  Carolina. 
How  is  itt  I  speak  practically.  If  it  be  for 
one  moment  entertained  that  the  duties  col- 
lected under  these  laws  are  to  be  enforced  in 
every  port  but  the  port  of  Chu'leston,  and 
the  other  ports  of  South  Carolina,  will  not 
the  m«rcautile  community  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  country  make  these  ports  the 
^at  marts  of  distribution,  through  the  coast- 
mg  trade,  to  all  the  other  States  of  the  Union! 
As  a  matter  of  prudraoe,  as  a  matter  of  ueces* 
sity,  tiiey  must  do  it,  or  they  could  not  snstfun 
themselves.  They  must  direct  their  fordgn 
correspondents  to  consign  their  cargoes  to  tao 
port  of  Charleston,  aud  other  ports  in  South 
Carolina ;  and  their  ship!>  would  be  employed 
in  the  whole  coasting  trade  of  the  United  States, 
to  distribute  their  cargoes,  free  of  all  duties 
and  exonerated  from  all  tax,  throughout  all  the 
ports  of  the  country.  No  merofaaat  in  Penn- 
sylvania could  bev  up  agwnst  such  a  sjstwi, 
and  therefore  must  become  bankrupt  He 
could  not  consent  to  pay  the  dul/  which  ia 
now  pro^rly  levied  on  these  goods,  while,  in  a 
neighbonng  State,  the  goods  came  in  free  oi 
charge.  ^  a  matter  of  necessity,  as  well  as  of 
sound  constitutional  duty,  if  a  free  port  were 
connived  at  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  you 
most  mf^e  every  port  free.  Your  Government 
will  then  be  without  revenue;  that  will  be 
the  necessary  consequence.  I  believe,  sir,  that 
that  is  a  Utopian  creature  the  world  has  never 
seen  or  beard  of.  We  cannot  exist  without  a 
revenue ;  we  must  have  it  for  all  the  great  pur- 
poses of  the  body  politic.  The  extinguishment 
of  the  revenue  ia  the  necessary  consequence 
of  adoptiiu;  this  dootrine,  and  is,  in  itself  a 
aaperaoiin&Bt,  a  atnmg,  if  not  an  imperative 
oall  on  thoae  who  are  m^Ai^DS     otmeems  of 
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the  American  pelade,  to  prerent  sach  a  eontin- 
gency. 

They  expel  the  jndicial  power  of  the  United 
States  out  of  the  limits  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina;  or,  what  is  tantamount,  pursue  a 
course  by  which  Uiose  laws  are  made  impera- 
tive, yet  inapplicable  as  &r  as  regards  the  citi- 
zens of  l3outh  Carolina.  I  will  go  still  farther. 
They  break  in  with  a  strong  hand  on  the  sauo- 
atj  of  personal  rights,  on  ^e  privilege  of  per- 
sonal freedom,  and  on  the  liber^  of  consoience. 
Having  dnly  weighed  the  phrases,  I  will  show 
that  they  inflict  disfranchisement,  degradation, 
exile,  or  vassalage,  indiscriminately,  on  all  who 
dare  to  perform  their  duty  as  citizens  o^he  Uni- 
ted States,  by  enforcing  and  sustaining  the  laws. 

He  had  heard  often  on  this  floor,  and  else- 
where, of  that  which  had  been  characterized 
as  a  despotic  rafljority,  and  of  systems  of  oppres- 
sion resulting  from  the  tyranny  of  members. 
But,  in  this  country,  he  had  never  known  an 
exhibition,  except  that  which  he  now  witnessed, 
and  whieh  he  hoped  the  virtue  of  the  people 
of  South  Carolina  would  remove,  where  the 
ftrndamental  principles  of  life,  liberty,  and  law, 
were  absolntdy  abrogated.  He  had  tiiat 
there  were  positive,  direct  riolations  of  the 
oonstitution  involved  in  the  measures  of  Sonth 
Oarolioa.  Yet  it  was  alibied,  on  the  ftce  of 
those  measures,  that  they  were  perfectly  oon- 
fonoable  to  the  constitution.  If  nullincation 
be  perfectiy  conformable  to  the  constitution, 
we  shall  see  that  hereafter.  If  secession  be 
conformable  to  the  constitution,  we  shall  see 
that  hereafter.  But  even  supposing  these  doc- 
trines were  in  conformity  with  the  constitntion, 
still  would  they  find  no  favor,  if.  in  their  pro- 
gress, they  trample  on  those  rights  which  are 
reoo^iized  in  the  letter  of  the  constitntion.  "We 
know  that  there  hi  an  express  provimon  in  the 
oonstitotion,  that  no  State  shall  pass  any  law, 
fundamental  or  otherwise  (and  tnis  ordinance 
of  Sonth  Carolina  is  called  by  the  head  of  the 
miIitaT7  power  of  that  State  a  flmdamentf^ 
law),  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts. 
"What  says  the  ordinance  of  South  Carolina  t 
That  all  contracts  which  are  now  existing,  or 
which  may  hereafter  exist,  for  the  purpose  of 
oarryiag  into  effect  the  law  providing  for  the 
collectiMi  of  the  dnties  on  imports,  shall  be  null 
and  rmi,  now  «nd  forever.  Is  that  a  violation 
of  the  constitntion,  or  not !  If  this  ordinance 
had  oonfioed  itself  to  such  contracts  as  might 
hweaflwr  be  formed,  and  had  rimply  pronounced 
the  law  on  which  they  might  be  based  nnll  and 
Tind,  that  would  have  been  one  thing.  There 
might  have  been  an  argnment  foundra  on  that 
sabiect.  But  it  was  not  so;  the  ordinance 
dedares  that  all  contracts  which  have  been,  or 
roaj  be  entered  into,  shall  be  conndered  null 
and  void.  Did  thut  comport  with  the  provis- 
imia  of  the  constitution  to  which  he  had  refer- 
zedl  He  had  a  dislike  to  all  refinements  on 
the  oonstitntion.  He  belonged  to  that  admira- 
ble class  of  politiciana  who  Mhered  to  the  plain 
aneaaing  of  its  phraseology ;  uid  wtea  the  con- 
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stitntion  declared  that  no  State  should  pass 
any  law  Impuring  the  obligation  of  contractis 
what  could  be  said  of  a  law  of  the  State  of 
Sonth  Carolina  declaring  existing  contracts  to 
be  null  and  void !  If  tie  framers  of  the  law 
relied  upon  the  end  to  Justify  the  means,  they 
would  find  their  reliance  a  bad  one ;  for  no  end 
which  was  contemplated  by  them  would  justifr 
such  means. 

But  that  which  to  him  ooostitated  another 
plain  vioJIatlon  of  the  constitution,  was  aocom- 
panied  by  a  direct  encroachment  on  the  sancti- 
ty of  private  rights^  the  sanctity  of  private  prop- 
erty, and  the  sanctity  of  the  conrta  of  jastice. 
We  have  a  provision  in  the  constitution  which 
declares  that  every  individual  accused  of  crime 
"  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public 
trial  by  an  impart!^  ^nry  of  the  State  and  dis- 
trict wherein  the  onrae  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted." What  was  the  meaning  of  tiiis  pro- 
vision) That  every  individual  juror  shall  be 
charged  on  his  oath  oonscientiouply  to  deter- 
mine between  the  people  and  the  party.  It  was 
a  sound,  settled,  and  unalienable  right,  which 
eyerj  individual  so  accused  possessed,  to  have  , 
an  impartial  jury  to  try  him.  I  ask  (and  Mr. 
D.^  Oiat  tfaov  shall  be  an  impartial  Jury  in  all 
criminal  cases,  let  the  matter  of  accusation  be 
what  it  may ;  and  they  who  would  deprive  an  in- 
dividual so  accused  of  this  right,  would  go  £^  to- 
wards the  establishment  of  arbitrary  rule.  Give 
me  the  trial  by  jury,  in  all  its  fairness,  purity,  and 
sanctity.  We  know  that,  in  the  formation  of 
the  constitution,  the  trial  by  jury  was  regarded 
as  a  subject  deserving  the  most  serious  consid- 
eration of  our  greatest  statesmen.  It  had 
always  been  conudered  as  one  of  the  most  sa- 
cred order  of  privileges.  Now  what  st^s  the 
ordinance  of  SoutliCarolinaf  That  the  accused 
shall  not  have  it.  It  provides  that  the  Jury 
shall  be  sworn  in  advance.  To  do  what?  To 
hear  and  decide  according  to  the  evidence) 
Ko.'  To  do  impartial  justice  between  the  people 
and  the  accused!  No.  They  were  to  be  sworn 
in  advance  to  convict  the  prisoner  at  the  bar. 

Am  I  right  in  this!  Am  I  correct  in  that 
view  of  the  question?  An  officer  of  the  United 
States,  executing  the  laws,  renders  himself  ame- 
nable to  the  criminal  law  of  South  Carolina 
under  this  ordinance.  He  is  taken  before  one 
of  the  State  courts,  where  he  is  indicted  for  the 
offence.  He  ^ves  the  coart  and  the  prosecut- 
ing counsel  to  understand  that  he  stands  there 
as  a  iMxen  of  the  United  States,  and,  as  such, 
he  oldms,  as  a  privilege  ^ven  to  him  by  the 
ecHDstitution  and  the  principles  of  eternal  and 
immutable  justice,  to  challenge  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  law.  Can  he  do  so?  No.  The 
ordinance  is  despotic.  The  jurymen  are  sworn, 
noder  that  ordinance,  and  In  the  presence  of 
the  prisoner,  to  convict  him. 

In  the  course  of  my  entire  experience  as  a 
criminal  counsel,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  and  I  have  prac- 
tised at  the  bar  f^m  early  youth,  I  have  never 
known  any  right  so  constantly  appealed  to  in 
criminal  cases  as  the  constitutionality  of  the 
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law.  Yet  this  ordinance  Bars,  yon  shall  not 
have  this  riglit  in  Sonth  Oarolina. 

Here  is  iuTolved  a  dlreot  Tiolati<Hi  of  the 
eonsdtntion.  There  were  other  parts  of  the 
0(H»titation  whidi  were  ^tiier  in  their  ^irit 
or  their  twnudirectlj  violated.  This  ordinance 
Tiolated  almost  evny  contract  or  compact  in- 
volved in  that  oomtitDtion.  Iliat  inatmment 
is  Aill  <tf  mntaal  oontraeta  between  the  States. 
Almost  every  provision  impHea,  if  it  does  not 
express,  the  compliance  on  the  parts  of  the 
States  with  some  contract  This  ordinance 
withdraws  them  from  the  performance  of 
these  oblig^lons.  He  would  refer  to  one.  The 
whole  of  these  free,  sovereign,  and  independent 
States  had  inoorporatod  into  their  oonstitDtion 
a  provision,  from  which  no  one  can  fly,  to 
guaranty  to  every  State  a  republican  fonn  of 
govenu^nt.  That  provirifm  is  openly  vifdated 
by  this  ordinanoe.  What  does  the  provirikn 
Importi  Look  at  it  with  the  ert  of  common 
suue,  and  not  through  the  memun  of  r^ne- 
ment;  with  the  eye  of  those  who  framed  the 
oonstitntion,  and  of  the  people  who  ratified  its 
l^ovisiona.  "  We.  the  people,  agree  to  guaranty 
to  the  whole  of  this  ccnfederaoy,  and  to  all  the 
States,  a  republican  form  government."  The 
Senate  would  see  tliat  if  the  ordinanoe  of  South 
Oarolina  were  to  prevail,  tins  provision  would 
be  defeated,  and  rendered  a  mere  nullity.  Can 
we  (aud  Mr.  D.)  gaanmty  a  republican  form  of 
government  to  a  State  which  diadems  our 
rijg|M  to  do  so,  which  puts  herself  npcm  her 
sover^gnty,  and  sets  np  for  herself  I  If  she 
does  thfa,  tiie  oonstitation  is  w<»ee  thanaftree. 
If  South  Carolina  should  derire  to  establish  a 
monarchy,  if  a  nu^oilty  of  the  people  of  the 
State  ahonld  so  decide,  and  secede,  we  might 
the  very  next  day  see  a  dictator  there,  inst^d 
of  a  republican  form  of  government.  Thus,  it 
would  be  sho  wn  that  we  had  guarantied  a  form 
of  government  which  anj  State  in  the  Union 
womd  have  the  power  to  abolish  and  abandon. 
In  carrying  oat  the  ordinance  of  South  Caroli- 
na, intended  to  nullify  the  revenue  laws  alone, 
the  L«pslature  of  the  State  had  practically 
nullified  an  immense  body  of  laws;  and  this 
mode  of  obt^ing  their  o^eot  has  hem  sgreed 
to  be  eonstitationai  and  ri^t 

Th^  had  nullified  titat.  important  poviricn 
wMdi  seoores  the  right  <rf  Mai  by  an  impartial 
jmy. 

He  was  going  on  to  say,  that  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  in  nullifying  tiie  revenue  laws, 
had  nullified  aiso  an  immense  body  of  other 
laws.  She  had  annulled  the  provisions  of  the 
judiciary  act,  prescribing  the  mode  of  appeal- 
ing from  the  State  tribun^  to  the  federal  oourts, 
in  aU  cases  of  law  and  equity  arising  under 
the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

But  he  would  go  farther.  Not  by  the  ordi- 
nanoe of  SoaUi  Carolina,  bnt  by  the  military 
arrangements  of  the  Ezeentive  of  the  State, 
was  tuat  provision  of  the  oonstitation  which 
takes  awi^  from  a  Sfate  the  power**  to  ke^ 
tam^"  slgnaMy  Tjgj^ted.    JT  take  (said  Hr. 


[FaSBDABT,  1688. 

D.)  these  documents  to  mean  fairly  and  candidly 
what  they  express.  I  take  their  meaning  in 
thtir  ftir  and  candid  qdrit.  They  vho  framed 
the  ordinanoe  and  laws  we  wtitled  to  this  oon* 
Btmction.  They  mean  what  they  Bpetk^  and 
perh^  something  more  than  they  speak.  And 
when  we  see  the  Executive  of  the  State  kern- 
ing troops  in  Charleston,  it  is  obvious  that  uis 
provision  of  the  oonaUtntion  is  violated. 

Again:  These  laws  of  the  State  of  Sontii 
Carolina  contun  princi|)IeB  which  are  subver- 
sive of  those  of  the  United  States.  Not  (xily 
is  the  supremacy  of  our  laws  whistled  to  the 
wind,  but  the  paramount  character  of  our  na- 
tional allfgianoe  is  denied  and  overthrown. 

Sir,  (sua  Mr.  D.,)  I  cannot  find  in  the  constitu- 
tioUf  expressly  or  impliedly,  a  warrant  for  the 
oonrse  of  Sonth  CtanHhu,  and  can  therefitre  en- 
tnrtahi  no  donbt  onr  o(HuUtutional  power  to 
enaot  this  UU  into  a  law.  What  are  ita  teor 
dendes  and  otjeotsf 

It  is  panful  to  see  the  true  character  of  a 
l^pslative  measure  so  strangely  pwverted  or 
misconceived  as  this  has  beoi  in  the  oourae  of  the 
present  debate.  We  have  it  in  print  before  ns; 
it  has  lain  upon  onr  desks  for  many  days,  liable 
to  the  strictest  examination;  it  huigs,  inaooea- 
Bible  to  viuon,  upon  no  lofty  pillar ;  it  has  al- 
ready traveUed  through  the  press,  and  has  been 
canvassed  by  the  people,  in  a  variety  of  ways; 
it  cannot  now  be  deformed  by  mere  rhetoric, 
nor  buried  under  a  mound  of  obloquy.  Like 
the  constitution  on  which  I  have  been  com- 
menting, its  words  are  plain  and  hitelli^Ue^ 
and  it  is  meant  fiir  the  home-ln«d,  nnsopniati^ 
cated  understandings  of  our  felkrw-dtixena. 
Who  cannot  perc^ve  that,  in  every  one  of  its 
provinons,  in  all  its  possible  aation,  it  is  pnrelv 
and  simply  defensive !  It  is  illuminated  with 
a  dedaration  to  which  a  Senator  adverted,  "  let 
us  alone,  and  we  will  let  you  alone."  It  is  called 
into  being  by  the  ordinance,  lawa,  and  military 
demonstrations  of  South  Carolina;  and  it  can- 
not work,  except  as  counteractive  of  avowed 
schemes  to  evade,  renst,  and  nullify  our  lawa. 
These  schemes,  it  is  agreed  on  all  handa,  mnst 
Huooeed,  if  we  supinely  fold  onr  arms.  If  they 
are  legitimate  and  josL  let  them  sooeeed;  if 
they  are  wrong,  and  snbversive  of  our  peaoe^ 
our  oonstitutiou,  and  onr  statutes,  we  lOMt  act, 
or  give  np  the  Giovemment  as  inotqwUew  nnSt 
to  be  administered.  The  bill  proposes  to  ex- 
haust the  <avil  and  judicial  means  of  carrying 
the  laws  into  execution,  before  a  ungle  move- 
ment of  a  different  kind  be  countenanced. 
When  our  legal  custody  of  imported  goods,  un- 
der the  duty  act,  is  avowedly  to  be  defeated  by 
the  extraonUnary  replevin  law,  can  we  do  leas 
than  double  the  number  and  strength  of  our 
custom-house  bolts  and  bars?  When  the  ave- 
nues to  do  justice  are  poisoned  or  polluted  by 
teat  oaths,  can  we  do  less  than  devise  modes 
of  reaching  and  entering  her  eternal  tenude^ 
through  purer  and  safer  diannck!  And  when 
the  awdiine  tnrors  of  the  Une  ooekade  aiul  the 
palmetto  Imtton  are  paraded  bdbre  oar  eyes. 
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may  ire  not  be  ezcnsed,  in  mere  effort  to  leep 
oar  oonrage  from  oozing  ont  at  onr  fingers'  ends, 
we  permit  the  eagle  to  soar  a  little,  omy  a  little, 
and  the  stars  and  stripes  to  fan  bat  gentljr  onr 
funting  spirits?  Sir,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  law  is  alike 
odious  and  dangerons  to  those  who  wish  to  dis- 
obey it.  Restraint  is  always  arbitrary,  diotato- 
rial,  despotic,  in  the  Tocabnlary  of  tiiose  who 
desire  to  do  as  they  please,  and  what  they  please. 
Yet  ore  the  people  of  thU  oonntry  strongly  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that,  witfaont  law, 
tiure  oan  be  no  Hboiy ;  and  that  they  who  iffMoh 
cUaobedienee  to  the  one^  are  the  .  most  apt  to 
din-^trd  the  otiiw.  There  is  somethiim  very 
oppresnTe  abont  the  eonrse  of  oontnd  whioh 
thu  sanctions.  Obedience  to  the  rerenae 
laws  b  to  be  enforced,  first,  through  collectors, 
snrreyors,  and  tide-waitera.  Is  not  this,  rir, 
quite  unprecedented !  Then,  the  interference  ca 
marshals,  bailiffs,  and  tipstaves,  is  authorized. 
Who  can  imagine  a  greater  extension  of  arbi- 
trary power?  Anon,  impartial  (aye,  there's 
Hie  rob)  judges  and  jnrors  are  provided.  Is 
not  this  assaming  a  most  belligerent  and  offen- 
sive attitude  1  But  it  gets  worse  and  worse. 
If  our  laws  are  threatened  with  prostratJon, 
our  officers  with  violence,  and  the  community 
niQi  rioL  ooafiagration,  and  bloodshed,  why 
then,  the  Inll,  in  pure,  unmixed,  nnmitigateddes- 
potinn,arm8the  Prend^twiui  the  overwhelm- 
ing and  exterminating  power  of  issuing  death 
warrants.  Nol  his  proclamation  to  di^rsel 
Sir,  the  Boston  port  bill,  the  Jersey  prison  ship, 
the  imperial  ukase  of  desolation  agamst  Poland, 
was  nothing  to  this ;  all  their  virtues  concen- 
trated could  not  equal  a  Presidential  proclamft- 
tion  to  enforce  the  payment  of  duties  on  a  hc^s- 
head  of  sugar  I  But  enormity  accumulates  upon 
enormity ;  and  this  dreadful  bill^  denounced  as 
a  declaration  of  war,  actually  anthorizes  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  when  the  property  under 
thdr  charge  shall  m  endangered  by  unruly 
oombinadtna  and  fbrce,  to  back  oat  (tf  the 
Bcrqie,  run  away,  and  not  stop  until  they  have 
a  river  between  themselves  and  tiieir  assailants  t 
It  is  too  much;  the  principles  of  '98,  the  holy 
cause  of  human  freedom,  the  blood  of  onr  an- 
cestors, the  blue  cockade  and  the  palmetto  but- 
ton,  cannot  sanction  or  endure  it 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  this  is,  in  plain  reality,  the 
ontliue  of  the  bill,  until  we  reach  a  point  at 
which,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  lives, 
Hberties,  and  properties  of  our  fellow-citizens 
in  South  Carolina,  it  may  become  necessary  to 
qncil  refivctory  and  treasonaUe  disobedimoe 
with  the  vigor  and  promptness  of  military  or 
BSTal  fbree.  If  the  anei^;eD«y  be  browht  on 
\ff  those  who  are  bent  np<m  throwing  off  th^ 
•Un^anoe  to  the  constitntion  and  laws  of  the 
land,  ve  mi^  deplore,  bat  we  cannot  avoid  it ; 
we  moat  meet  it  wiu  every  posnble  forbear- 
ance, bat  with  firmness.  Ours  will  not  be  the 
responribility  for  consequences,  unless  we  ful 
in  preparing  adequately  and  effectively  to  pre- 
vent or  ameliorate  ttiem.  Kor  have  I  the 
dread,  whioh  la  entertaiiied  \(j  otherS)  ctf  ndng, 


on  special  occasions,  and  by  aatlumtr  of  law, 
the  regnlarly  armed  energy  of  the  country,  bi 
its  present  reduced  condition  as  to  numben, 
though  adnurable  rtate  as  to  discipline,  more 
force  conid  not  be  expected  to  be  at  any  time, 
or  on  any  point,  at  the  disposition  of  the 
Executive,  than  Mr.  Jefferson  <udled  out,  under 
one  of  the  precedents  for  the  present  law,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  embargo. 
.  Our  Union  (said  Mr.  DO  is  en  incalculable 
blessing.  While  it  has  lasted,  what  have  we  not 
accomplished,  both  in  peace  and  in  wart  All 
t^e  great  objects  of  the  numanassodatims  have 
been  cultivated  and  attained  with  almost  unex- 
ampled rapidity  and  eaae.  Uberty  has  been 
chastened,  and  made  forever  stable ;  sdence 
has  been  stormed  in  her  hundred  trenches,  and 
mastered  in  all  her  ramparts;  haptaneas  has 
gentiy  diffused  itself  throo^oat  an  immense 
population,  taking  its  own  ways  over  a  bound- 
less r^on  of  country ;  and  wealth  and  pow- 
er have  gradually  made  tiie  American  peo- 

Ele  rivals  of  Greek  and  Roman  &me.  All  the 
igh  aims,  too,  of  a  virtuous  ambition  have 
been  reached  in  war.  Independence  consummat- 
ed ;  renown  everywhere  acknowledged ;  glory, 
bri^^t  among  the  toightest  1  Yield  away  the 
constitati(m  and  the  Union,  and  where  are  wet 
Frittered  into  fh^ents,  and  not  aUe  to  claim 
one  portion  of  the  past  as  peculiarly  its  own  I 
Sir,  our  Uidon  is  not  merely  a  blesdng;  it  is  a 

rlitioal  necessity.  We  cannot  exist  without  it. 
mean,  tiiat  all  of  existence  which  is  worth 
having  must  depart  with  it  Our  libnrdes 
could  not  endure  the  incessant  conflicts  of  civil 
and  conterminous  strife;  our  independence 
would  be  a  real  mockery ;  our  very  memories 
would  turn  to  bitterness. 
The  Senate  n^nmed. 


UoiTDAT,  February  11. 

Setenue  ColUetion  BiU— Nullification — Povien 
of  the  Federal  Jvd%eiary, 

Mr.  HiLLBB,  of  South  Carolina,  sud :  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  ordinance. 

Although  I  have  shown  that  the  people  ot 
South  Carolina,  having,  in  their  sovereign  char- 
acter, put  their  ccmstruetion  on  their  rights, 
whioh  stops  all  further  consideration,  emept  of 
an  unconstitutional  or  belligerent  nature,  I  will 
proceed  to  oonsider  this  question  as  subordinate 
to  the  constitntion  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  seetion  dedarea  the  tariff  laws  nail 
and  void.  The  State  has  the  rights  ctmsistent 
with  the  oonstitntioii,  to  make  this  deolaration. 
It  is  tiie  mere  redtal  of  a  tnith ;  imly  declaring 
what  was  originally  so.  But  it  is  argued  that 
the  tariff  is  constitnticmal.  If  s(^  we  are  not 
DOW  to  decide  that  qnestion ;  that  is  for  another 
f6nim.  We  are  not  to  expound  and  enfonw 
our  own  law. 

Is  the  tariff  constitutional  1  This  question 
must  be  decided  in  the  affirmative,  before  yon 
oaa  enforce  Ita  protddoni^  ot  impogn  its  enli:> 
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nance.  The  power  to  protect  domestic  mann- 
factares  ia  not  to  be  fonnd  in  terms  ia  the  coa- 
atatation.  If  it  is  to  be  foand  at  all,  it  mtut  be 
among  the  faiddental  powers  Thus,  under  the 
taxing  power,  the  right  to  protect  is  set  ap. 
Bat  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  great  bodj  of  the 
people  of  Soath  Carolina  that  the  right  to  tax 
for  revenue  does  not  extend  the  right  to  tax  for 
protection.  It  is  sud  hy  the  President,  that,  as 
the  power  to  tax  is  in  Oongreaa,  the/  can  tax 
to  any  extent,  without  the  right,  on  the  part  of 
any  one,  to  question  the  motive ;  this  I  denj 
as  a  correct  principle  of  constitntional  construc- 
tion. The  people  have  the  right  to  examine  the 
motive.  A  limited  power  to  tax  can  only  be 
properly  restrained  by  looking  at  the  motive. 
OongreBB  have  the  power  to  fix  thefr  own  oom- 
pensation ;  they  may,  under  the  taxing  power, 
levy  a  tax  on  the  people,  intending  to  distribute 
the  same  among  themselves ;  this  could  only  be 
prevented  by  the  people  refosing  to  pay  it,  if 
the  tax  is  laid  with  an  improper  motive,  llie 
true  way  to  test  this  tax  is  to  analyze  the  law, 
and  then  determine  whether  it  is  competent  to 
levy  a  tax,  to  give  the  benefit  thereof  to  the 
mannfaotarers.  We  have  the  treasury  estimate 
of  an  extra  amount  of  taxation,  equal  to  six 
millions ;  take  this  sam,  and  then  inquire,  can 
Congress  levy  that  amount,  aad  give  the  same 
to  the  manufacturers  f  This  right  to  levy  a  tax 
for  protection  ia  by  some  referred  to  the  power 
to  regulate  oommeroe.  By  looking  into  the 
prooeedings  preliminary  to  the  adoptioa  of  the 
Federal  Government,  to  be  found  in  the  first 
volume  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  it  will  be  there 
seen  that  this  power  was  desired  only  to  protect 
the  navigating  interest ;  the  object  being  clearly 
to  invigorate  and  encourage  commerce,  not  to 
cripple  and  destroy  it  I  will  not  dwell  on  this 
subject.  I  delivered  my  opinions  at  length  in 
the  debate  on  the  passage  of  the  last  tariff.  This 
sabject  has  undergone  a  most  thorough  investi- 
gation, and  the  united  voice  of  the  planting 
States  iirononnced  the  principle  of  proteoUon 
nnoonstitntioQid.  This  Is  no  new  doctrine^  fbr 
the  first  time  brcMchad  by  tho  convention  of 
Sonth  Csrolioa.  It  has  been  pronoaooed  from 
Virginia  to  Misdssippt  for  the  last  eight  years. 
But  it  has  been  urged  that  the  revenue  is  re- 
pealed, as  well  as  the  protection ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  ordinance  is  unconstitutional. 

Sir,  let  us  examine  a  little  the  validity  of  this 
ottJection  to  the  ordinance.  If  it  be  partly  con- 
taminated, the  whole  is  void.  The  frandutent 
execation  of  a  valid  power  makes  the  deed 
null,  A  dollar,  part  silver,  part  pewter,  is  a 
connterfeit.  Where  a  wrong-doer  mixes  hia 
goods  with  those  of  another,  &  there  is  no  way 
to  ascertfun  how  much  belongs  to  each,  be  who 
prodnoes  the  difficoltj  most  lose  vhat  belongs 
to  him.  Who  oonld  expect  to  be  p^d  for  sugar 
sold,  if  half  were  sand  ?  It  is  the  ftmlt  of  him 
who  practises  the  fraud,  if  he  loses  that  which 
might  have  been  valoflble. 

The  third  seotioa  iecHarm  that  appeals  shall 
uot  bo  taken  tmm  {J^q  State  oonrt.  This  con- 


travenes the  26th  seetitHi  (tf  tiie  Jndidary  act^  it 
is  said. 

It  is  wen  known  that  the  ri^t  to  take  a  ease 
from  the  State  court,  by  an  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  has  been  contested  in  eray  Ann, 
ever  since  the  enactment  of  this  law. 

"  The  jndidal  power  of  the  United  SUtes  shall 
be  vested  bi  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  iafiu*- 
lor  courts  as  the  Coogress  may  ttom  time  to  tine 
ordain  and  establish.  The  Judges^  both  of  the  So- 
preme  and  inferior  courts,  shw  holcl  tbeir  offiees 
duriag  good  bebavior^  and  shall,  at  stated  timea, 
receive  for  their  semcea  a  compensation,  whidi 
shall  not  be  diminlihed  during  their  continuance  in 
office." 

By  this  clause  in  the  constitution,  it  ia  de- 
clared that  the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Snprone  Court, 
and  in  such  infMor  oonrts  as  the  Congress  m^r 
from  tame  to  time  ordain. 

The  wh<4e  of  the  judicial  poweris  thus  vested 
in  the  United  States  coort.  By  whataaUiori^ 
:  can  any  power  be  transferred  by  Congress  to 
the  State  courts  f   There  is  no  such  power. 

"  The  judicial  power  Aall  extend  to  all  cases  fai 
law  and  equitj'  unsing  under  this  Conslitation,  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  tlie  treaties  nude, 
or  which  shall  be  made,  oader  their  authority ;  to  aU 
cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  pabUc  ministete, 
and  consuls ;  to  all  cases  of  adauraityand  maritime 
jurisdiction;  to  controversies  to  which  the  Unhed 
States  sliaU  be  a  party ;  to  controrerdes  between 
two  or  more  States ;  between  citizens  of  different 
States ;  between  citizens  of  the  same  State  clal Do- 
ing lands  under  grants  of  different  States;  and  be* 
tweeiL  a  State,  of  the  citizens  thereol^  and  fbvdgn 
States,  citizens,  or  subjects.** 

Having  provided  for  the  courts  in  the  first 
clause,  they  have,  in  this  one,  provided  for  the 
jurisdiction,  which  is  limited  to  all  cases  in  law 
and  equity  arising  under  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  UnitedStates.  "  Extend  to,*'  means, 
reach  to,  cover.  These  words  do  not  give  ex* 
clo^ve  jurisdiction. 

Jn^clal  power  is  a  generic  tenn,  indndinff 
the  Supreme  Oonrt  and  the  inferior  courts  of 
the  United  States. 

A  State  court  is  not  an  inferior  court  of  the 
United  States,  and  theref(»«  no  appeal  can  &irly 
be  predicated  on  the  proceedings  of  the  State 
courts. 

There  is  a  subsequent  clause,  which  provides 
that  the  State  courts  shall  be  bound  by  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  laws  made  in  pursuance  there- 
of, and  to  treaties:  this  was  the  only  cbedc 
which  was  intended  to  secure  the  rights  of  per- 
sons under  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties, 
lliere  is  no'  more  ground  to  suppose  State 
courts  could  not  be  trusted  to  execute  such 
oases  as  ndght  be  bronght  in  State  courts, 
where  rights  were  secarm  nnder  the  Federal 
Qovemment,  than  the  Governors. 

Where  fdgitives  may  be  demanded,  the  United 
States  cannot  control  this  officer ;  he  may  de- 
mand, or  not;  so  the  State  otBcervmost  swear 
to  support  tlie  constitntion  of  the  United  States ; 
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if  they  do  not,  there  is  no  wa.j  for  thb  Govern- 
ment  to  compel  them,  auless  by  a  reaort  to  force, 
which  was  not  intended. 

The  Preffldent  reUes  on  this  danse :  "  This 
ooDstitUion,  and  the  laws  of  the  TTnited  States 
whleh  shall  be  made  in  pnranaDoe  thereof^  and 
all  treaties  made,  or  whtcui  shall  be  made,  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the 
saprem'e  law  of  the  land ;  and  the  jadges  in 
every  State  ehall  be  bonnd  thereby,  any  thing 
in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the 
contrary  notwithstandins,"  to  prove  the  State 
coarts  bound  to  snstcun  the  Vmted  States  laws. 
This  is  not  denied ;  bnt  not  when  those  laws 
are  in  violation  of  the  constitution ;  and  it  was 
not  intended  that  the  State  judges  ^onld  have 
their  decisions  questioned  any  more  by  federal 
Jodges,  than  federal  Judges  shoold  have  thetr 
<^>inioii8  qneBtioned  by  State  judges— both  were 
to  be  final  in  thtar  sphere.  State  courts  are  of 
general  Jurisdiotion,  nothing  presumed  out  of 
thdrjnnsdiction;  federal  courts  limited.  Every 
thing  must  be  proven  to  give  jurisdiction. 
Upon  general  pnnoiples,  there  would  be  more 
propriety  in  the  State  courts  reversing  the 
federal  decisions,  than  the  converse,  because 
all  courts  of  limited  jurisdiction  may  be  kept 
within  thdr  province  by  courts  of  general  Jons- 
diction. 

The  President,  in  his  proclamation,  says,  the 
laws,  constitution^  and  treaties,  are  the  sfipreme 
law  of  the  land.  This  is  not  a  correct  view  of 
the  oonstitution.  The  President  seems  to  oon- 
aider  a  law  above  the  oonstitation,  and  the 
treatief  saUectto  it  ITow,  I  understand  it  to  be 
exactly  different  The  teeaties  are  not  required 
to  be  made  in  pursoaaoe  of  Oie  emutitntion,  but 
the  laws  are. 

A  treaty  may  become  necessary,  impairing, 
in  some  instance,  the  constitution ;  and  it  is 
incident  to  the  war  power.  The  treaty -making 
power  may  fairly  be  considered  as  an  independ- 
ent substantive  one,  involving  the  highest  poli- 
tical rights;  and,  when  sanctioned  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate,  binding  on  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  United  States  and  the  States. 
And  here  I  will  remailc,  than  seems  no  ground 
to  suppose  that  the  terms  "law  df  the  land," 
mean  any  thing  more  than  that  the  constitution, 
and  laws  of  tue  United  States  made  in  pursu- 
ance therectf,  and  treaties,  are,  by  this  clause, 
made  the  law  of  the  luid  of  the  States,  not  of 
the  United  States ;  they  have  no  land  but  the 

{>nblic  limd ;  the  lex  terrm  referred  to  here  is  the 
ocal  law ;  and  the  federal  laws  are  made  a 
part  of  the  local  law,  and  to  be  locally  adminis- 
tered. So  much  for  the  ai^:nment  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Fennsylvania,  woo  seeks  to  enlarge 
the  powers  of  the  United  States  by  this  clause. 

The  last  danse,  (of  the  ordinance,)  the  subject 
of  secession,  has  been  misonderstood  by  some, 
■ad  misrqireaented  by  others.  Theeona^tation- 
aiity  of  seoession,  or  whether  it  shall  be  peaceable 
or  not,  U  not  involved  in  the  principles  lud 
d(NFro.  It  is  predicated  on  the  assumption  of  a 
iMUigerent  pMture  by  the  Federal  Qovemment 


[SDrjun. 

towards  South  Carolina  It  is  not  true  that 
any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  enforce  the  revenue  law  is  made  the 
condition  upon  whidt  tbe  secession  shall  take 
place.  The  exception  is  a  very  broad  one — any 
attempt,  except  by  Oie  "  dvil  institutions"  ot 
the  country.  This  most  material  qualification 
has  been  left  out  by  the  President,  when  ad- 
verting to  this  subject  in  the  proclamation. 

This  latter  clause  is  cousid^^  another  viola- 
tion the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  only  the  declaration  of  a  purpose,  and  not 
the  execution  of  one.  There  is  nothing  to  be 
considered  but  the  abstractions  contained  there- 
in. He  said,  upon  the  general  right  to  secede, 
he  would  only  etete  what  his  opinions  were ; 
the  convention  of  South  Carolina  would  deter- 
mine for  themselves.  He  did  not  think,  as  a 
pditioal  prindple,  the  Federal  Govermnent 
could  recognise  this  right,  umply  because  no 
Qovemment,  noless  it  is  so  agr<»d  upon  in  ita 
constitution,  can  recognise  that  which  may  lead 
to  its  own  dissolution.  Social  compacts,  frcna 
their  natnre,  imply  a  perpetuity ;  poUtical  com- 
pacts, SQch  as  our  federal  system,  do  so  like- 
wise. The  constitntion  contains  stipulations 
of  a  binding  character  to  assodate,  bat  none  to 
secede.  '  Even  admitting  the  most  indubitable 
and  extensive  sovereignty  to  be  recognised  as 
belonging  to  the  Stet^  still  the  Federal  Qov- 
emment could  not  admit  the  right  of  the  States 
to  secede.  Tet  if  a  State  shall  be  constrained, 
under  uy  circumstances,  whidi  I  trust  may 
never  occur,  to  discuss  this  question,  whether 
the  droumstances  upon  which  she  places  her 
rights  will  justify  her,  must  of  course  be  for 
her  coDsideratioQ,  not  mine.  I  can  scarcely 
conceive  of  a  state  of  facts  in  which  secession 
would  not  follow  a  stete  of  things  making  it 
immaterial  to  inquire  whether  it  is  peaceable  or 
revolutionary.  There  are  many  things  whidi 
Glovemment  cannot  formally  admit,  which ' 
necessity  forces  it  to  acquiesce  in.  Thus,  for 
instance,  the  absolute  unqualified  right  to  emi- 
grate cannot  be  admitted  by  Government,  since 
the  admission  of  this  right  might  operate  ex- 
ceedingly harsh  on  the  reudoe  of  the  commu- 
nity, if  pushed  to  exb«mity ;  although  the 
Government  may  have  the  right  to  gourd 
agiunst  its  own  dissolution,  or  m  unjust  with- 
drawal of  individuals  from  the  common  burdeiu. 
yet,  stiU,  this  would  be  an  arbitrary  power,  and 
most  be  recurred  to  only  in  the  very  last  resort. 
To  arrest  a  citizen  and  confine  him,  because  he 
proposes  to  emigrate,  would  in  most  cases 
involve  the  Government  in  more  trouble  and 
expense  than  the  detention  would  compensate 
for.  A  father  cannot  admit  the  right  of  a 
daughter  to  marry  without  his  consent ;  jyet,  if 
she  does  many,  he  must  submit  and  make  Uie 
most  of  the  new  relationship  of  his  child.  So 
of  suicide :  no  Govemnunt  can  admit  the  right 
of  any  one  to  take  bis  own  life ;  yet,  if  he  will 
destroy  himself,  you  cannot  punish  him. 

I  consider  that  a  State  has  the  same  right  to 
seopde  that  a  dtizen  has  to  emigrate.  It  is,  in 
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ftct,  only  a  different  mode  of  doing  the  same 
&ing.  Every  citizen  of  a  State  may  emigrate, 
and  thns  destroy  the  State ;  in  that  event  the 
TTnited  States  could  not  take  possession  of  the 
soil.  The  Federal  Government  cannot,  in  the 
abstract,  admit  of  secession ;  nor  can  a  State 
admit  in  the  abstract  the  right  of  emigrar 
tion,  unless  covenanted  for,  as  in  Oonnecticnt. 
Tet  if  a  State  will  secede,  and  a  citizen  will 
emigrate,  there  is  no  way  to  prevent  them,  hot 
by  uie  exercise  of  sach  arbitrary  power  as  will 
anook  the  moral  sense  of  a  people  aocnstomed 
to  live  in  a  free  Qovenment.  'fo  make  war  on 
a  State  to  keep  her  in  the  Union,  wonld  be  bnt 
tiie  extension  of  the  right  of  hanging  a  man  to 
prevent  hia  emigration.  The  States  must  keep 
their  oittzens  by  wise  uid  liberal  policy,  whole- 
'flome  and  benevolent  laws;  and  the  United 
States  must  keep  the  States  from  seceding  in 
the  same  way.  The  nse  of  force  may  show  the 
^rant,  but  cannot  prevent  the  act. 

After  all,  this  ordinance  can  be  considered 
only  in  the  nature  of  a  lease  entry,  and  onster, 
to  try  title  with  the  manntactnrera. 

I  have  thna  attempted  to  prove  that  our 
ordinance  does  not,  in  any  one  mstanoe,  violato 
tiie  eonstitntion  of  the  United  States.   . . 

I  had  intended  to  comment  on  the  provi- 
riona  of  this  bill,  bnt  I  will  content  myself  by 
simply  stating  the  positions.  Other  gentlemen 
have  discussed  them.  I  will  only  remark  that 
the  precedents  referred  to  are  laws  requiting  the 
use  of  force  without  the  body  of  any  State,  and 
which  in  one  instance  the  President  refused  to 
enter,  because  it  was  at  war  with  the  rights  of 
the  State  and  the  first  principles  of  liberty ;  I 
mean  the  Indian  intercourse  law  in  the  oase  of 
Georgia. 

The  bill  is  unconstitutional,  because  It  confers 
the  war  power  on  the  Freddfint. — lat  and  8Ui 
Motion  of  the  oonstitntlraL 

It  sah}ects  a  citizen  to  pontshment  when  he 
lias  been  gailty  of  no  crime,  by  seizing  his  prop- 
erty, and  compelling  him  to  pay  cash  duties. — 
(fth  artide  of  amendment. 

It  violates  the  rights  of  the  peq)le  of  the 
State,  so  far  as  to  give  a  preference  to  other 
ports. — 9th  section. 

It  deprives  the  citizens  of  South  Oarolina  of 
the  same  righto  as  citizens  of  other  States. — 5tJi 
section. 

It  places  the  military  of  tiie  United  States 
above  the  civil  authority  ai  a  State. 

It  oonfinrs  on  the  President  lee^slative  powers 
to  shut  np  the  port  <tf  Oharleston. 

It  gives  fsderal  conrta  joris^ction  (tf  oases 
wliidi  do  not  arise  under  the  laws  and  ocnutita- 
tion. — 2d  section,  8d  article. 

It  snlfjects,  without  trial  or  prooesB  of  law, 
dtizens  to  be  arrested  and  deprived  of  their 
liberty. 

It  pnniE^es  the  freedom  of  speech  and  ctf  the 
press. 

It  authorizes  the  Pt^sident  to  consider  the 
Le^atnre  of  a  State  as  *  n^ob,  and,  by  issung 
his  proclamatioi^  to  d^erse  them  by  Ibrce. 


It  imposes  cmei  and  onjost  fines,  and  in- 
directly forfeits  tiie  office  of  Stete  officers,  who 
must  obey  their  own  laws,  or  be  disfranoliieed. 

It  subfctttates  armed  force  for  the  Jndidal 
tribune  of  the  country.  It  makes  a  diatxiot 
court  an  appellate  court  over  the  State  oonrts^ 
as  to  "habeaa  eorput. 

It  compels  persons  to  prosecute  suite  in  the 
federal  courts,  where  the  court  must  <Aily  mm-  , 
suit  the  party  for  wsnt  of  jurisdiction,  or  take 
jurisdiction  upon  the  snggestion  of  a  d^andant, 
not  warranted  by  law;  therein  makiiig  dw 
Jnrisdicticot  of  thtf  court  to  depend  on  tha  emnr 
or  wickedness  of  all  defsndanta. 

I  have  attonpted  to  prove  that  a  State  has  a 
right  to  jud^  in  the  last  resort  of  a  violation  <^ 
the  constitution ;  tiiat  the  proceedings  of  the 
State  of  South  Oarolina  violato  no  provimon  of 
the  constitution ;  that  the  means  resorted  to  to 
protect  her  reserved  righto  are  for  her  judg- 
ment alone ;  that,  strong  as  they  appear,  they 
are  warranted  by  the  usurpations  of  this  Gov- 
ernment; that  the  questions  presented  to  the 
descendanto  of  a  glorious  ancestry,  are  liberty 
or  slavery ;  the  constitution  with  the  Union,  or 
the  Uni<m  withont  a  constitution ;  that  we  do 
not  propose  to  secede,  except  this  Govenunoit 
treate  us  as  a  pnblio  enemy,  uid  drivea  us  to 
the  necessify  of^  ohoodng  between  the  halter 
and  the  bayonet;  that  yon  have  thephyaeal 
right,  not  the  moral  one,  to  pass  the  ull  now 
under  consideration ;  that  it  is  the  assertion  <xf 
your  righto  by  force  against  an  organized  Gov- 
ernment, and  is  therefore  war ;  uiat,  in  utter 
contempt  of  the  fondamentol  principles  of  the 
Government,  in  derogation  of  the  theory  of 
federalism  itself,  you  substitute  force  for  law, 
the  sword  for  the  ermine ;  that  the  sacred  prin- 
ciples of  justice  require  you  to  reduce  the  taxes, 
and  relieve  a  patriotic  and  a  so&ring  peafdie 
from  poverty  and  oppresrion. 

lowing  as  I  do  (and  which  is  too  well  at- 
tested  by  uie  evente  of  the  day  for  any  honor- 
able Senator  to  be  ignorant  of)  that  a  deep  and 
settied  sense  of  diMitftitent  pervades  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  of  South  Oarolina ;  that  the 
sober,  calm,  patriotic  population  of  Virginia, 
Sontii  Oarolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  ifissis- 
sippi,  revolt  at  this  system  of  protection,  as  an 
invasion  of  their  constitutional  rights,  I  cannot 
help  expressing  a  deep  solicitnde  tliat  tliis  bill, 
in  Its  present  offensive  form,  may  not  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  present  Congress. 

I  shall  not  run  any  paralld  between  this  con- 
trovert and  the  revolutionary  atragf^e.  The 
doctrine  upon  wMch  we  rest  our  ri^ts  do  not 
involve  such  principles.  Sir,  I  regret  that  sus- 
pidons  of  the  personal  hatred  of  the  President 
towards  the  people  of  South  Carolina  shoidd,  in 
the  opinion  ct  her  public  anthorities,  have  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  arm  in  protection  Of  titeir 
personal  rights,  as  well  as  in  defence  at  their 
fundament^  laws. 

Sir,  placing  myself  in  a  purely  selfish  poution, 
there  is  no  honorable  Senator  who  has  hi^er 
moUves  to  preserve  the  peace  and  good  order 
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of  society.  I  hare  nothing  to  gun,  wtrj  thing 
to  lose  by  civil  commoti(»L 

If  the  first  olanse  of  this  bill  is  retained  and 
passed,  I  have  sohstantial,  well-grounded  fears 
of  the  oonseqnenoes.  The  exceptaon  in  the  last 
clause  in  the  ordinance  is  a  very  ezt^mve  ot^e, 
yet  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  this  bill  will  make 
a  case  withont  the  exception.  If  the  Senator 
frcnn  FetansyWania,  or  any  other  Senator,  sap- 
poaea  that  both  w  either  of  Um  representatiTas 
ol  South  Oardina  on  this  floor  h(ud  that  State 
in  the  palm  of  th^  hands,  it  is  a  great  mistake. 
Jfon  ntmtnm  UmtM  em^onen  mm.  The  poli- 
tical power  of  that  State  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
intelligent  and  independent  planters,  who  think 
for  themselves,  and  act  accordingly.  What 
oonrse  will  be  taken  npon  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  and  omission  to  modify  the  tariff,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say.  From  an  article  in  the  leading 
pqier  at  the  capital  of  that  State,  one  exercising 
mnoh  inflaence,  and  reflecting  a  respectable 
portion  of  pahlie  opinion,  it  seems  bat  little  at- 
tention will  be  paid  to  the  interference  of  Vir- 
gmia,  at  least  in  tlie  opinion  of  that  writer. 
Thia  article,  althosgh  written  witii  great  ability, 
I  am  rare  does  u^nstioe  to  Oie  moUTes  of 
our  ^er  and  mrndi  respected  niter.  Be  that 
•a  it  mar,  every  motive  of  benevolence,  justice, 
and  ^radenM,  urge  ns  to  alwtidQ  from  rash  or 
nnskilfiil  legislation.  Who  will  trj  the  stren^ 
of  the  diamond  by  the  hammer  and  the  anvil  ? 
To  that  imperUnent  cariosity  which  wishes  to 
test  the  virtne  of  the  Union,  I  would  refer  to 
the  fate  of  Anselmo.  Believe,  me  sir,  the  ex- 
periment is  a  useless,  and  may  prove  a  fatal 
one, 

I  fear  interested  and  malevolent  persona  have 
lent  themselves  to  the  basest  and  most  profligate 
porooses,  in  misrepresenting  both  the  President 
and  the  dondnant  party  in  Sontfa  Carolina  to 
eaoh  oUier.  I  know  that  a  very  strong  convic- 
tion prevails  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  mixes 
np  personal  with  pnblio  considerations  on  this 
topic ;  that  he  seeks  to  indolge  in  the  passion 
of  revenge,  and  imbrae  his  hands  in  the  blood 

some  of  the  pnhlic  men  of  that  State.  And 
I  know,  moreover,  that  before  this  shall  happen, 
a  generous  and  spirited  popolation  will  come  to 
their  rescue.  The  people  will  not  permit  their 
public  functionaries,  acting  under  their  com- 
mand, and  clothed  with  the  panoply  of  their 

EDwer,  to  lie  led  like  criminals  to  the  chamel- 
onae.  Before  this  will  take  place,  many  a 
Ifrave  man  will  perldL  What  Senator  can 
deilre  to  see  the  States  pasa  under  the  yoke? 
How  long  rinee  this  body  nas  Bunrandered  their 
independence  to  the  hirii  behests  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive t  Balfour  and  Bawdon  have  not  con- 
tended, in  the  p^es  of  history,  for  the  honor  of 
the  execution  m  Hayne.  If  blood  and  carnage 
flow  from  this  bill,  the  Senate,  in  after  times, 
will  not  be  emnlow  of  the  share  th^  had  in 
passing  it 

Sir,  I  do  not  deny  the  power  to  pass  such  a 
biU.  Gain  had  the  power  to  kill  his  brother. 
£Uzabeth  had  the  pow«r  to  take  Hw  liib  of  the 
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unfortunate  Mary,  The  regicide  court  had  the 
power  to  overrule  the  plea  to  its  juriBdicti<ni, 
by  Charles  the  First.  Bonaparte  had  the 
power  to  poison  his  prisoners  at  JafOiL  The 
question  I  make  is,  as  to  your  right—moral 
right — ^by  force,  to  compel  the  people  of  South 
CarolloA  to  disobey  Uieir  oaths  and  violate  their 
most  sacred  obligations  to  their  State  Govern- 
ment 

It  may  be  asked,  if  this  biU  be  passed,  what 
ri^ta  are  left  to  South  Oarolinal  She  has  the 
ridit  to  aUnk  from  her  pomtitni,  and,  like  a 
thievish  slave,  submit  to  the  lash  oT  a  master. 

Nay,  she  has  the  farther  right  left  her^that 
right  which  LucreUa  had,  i^r  she  was  dis- 
honored. She  has  the  right  left  her,  which 
Yirginins  had,  after  the  decree  was  pronounced 
which  made  his  daughter  a  slave.  She  has  th? 
right  which  Leonidas  had,  to  dispute  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Persian  army  at  the  Straits  of 
Thermopylaa.  She  has  the  right  to  resist  un- 
constitutional taxation,  as  her  fathers  did ;  and 
she  has  the  reserved  right,  which  no  Govern- 
ment can  take  away,  nor  tyrumy  destroy-^e 
glorious  right  to  live  free  or  die. 
A^oumed. 


TuESDAT,  February  19. 
Mod^cation  t(f  tAe  Tariff— Oim^romve  SUl. 

Ur.  Out  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate  to 

the  following  eflTect : 

I  yesterday,  sir,  gave  notice  that  I  should  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  modify  the  various 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports.  I,  at  the  same 
time  added,  that  I  shonld,  with  the  permission 
of  the  Senate,  offer  an  explanation  of  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  that  bill  is  founded.  I  owe,  sir, 
an  apology  to  the  Senate  for  this  course  of 
action,  because,  although  stricUy  parliameutaiy, 
it  is  nevertheless  out  of  the  usual  practice  of 
this  body ;  but  it  is  a  course  which  I  trust  that 
the  Senate  will  deem  to  be  justified  by  the  hi- 
teresting  nature  of  the  subject  I  rise,  ur,  on 
this  occasion,  actuated  by  no  motives  of  a  pri- 
vate nature,  by  no  personal  feelings,  and  for 
no  personal  objects;  but  exclusively  in  obe- 
dience to  a  sense  of  the  dnty  which  I  owe  to 
my  country.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  no  one 
will'  anticipate  on  my  part  any  ambitious  dis- 
play of  such  humble  powers  as  I  may  possess. 
It  u  dnoerely  my  purpose  to  present  a  plsio, 
unadorned,  and  naked  statement  of  facts  ooa- 
nected  with  the  measure  which  I  shall  have  the 
honor  to  propose,  ond  with  the  condition  of  the 
country.  When  I  survey,  dr,  the  whole  fitoe 
of  our  country,  I  behold  all  around  me  evi- 
dences of  the  most  gratifying  prosperity— a 
prospect  which  would  seem  to  be  without  a 
cloud  upon  it,  were  it  not  that  through  all  parts 
of  the  country  there  exist  great  dissensions  and 
unhappy  distinctions,  which,  if  they  can  possi- 
bly 1m  relieved  and  reconciled  by  any  broad 
sdieme  of  legidation  adi^ted  to  all  interests, 
and  regarding  the  ftelings  of  all  Beoti<»u,  ought 
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to  be  qnietFed ;  and,  leading  to  which  object,  any 
measure  boght  to  he  well  received. 

In  presenting  the  modification  of  the  tariff 
laws  which  I  am  now  abont  to  sabmit,  I  have 
two  great  o^ecte  in  view.  Hy  first  object  looks 
to  the  t8ri£  I  am  compelled  to  express  the 
opinion,  formed  after  the  most  deliberate  reflec- 
tion, and  on  a  sarvey  of  the  whole  country, 
that,  whether  rightfiiUy  or  wrongfoUy,  the 
tariff  stands  in  imminent  dangw.  u  it  sbonld 
even  be  preserred  during  tUa  Besrion,  it  miut 
fidlMUienextaesdon.  Bjwhftteironmstanoei, 
ud  throngh  what  causes,  has  arisen  the  ne- 
oesdty  for  this  change  in  the  policy  of  our 
ooontiy,  I  will  not  pretend  now  to  elucidate. 
Others  there  are  who  may  differ  from  the  im- 
pressions which  my  mind  has  received  npon 
this  point  Owiog,  however,  to  a  variety  of 
oonourrent  causes,  the  tariff,  as  it  now  exists,  is 
in  imminent  danger ;  and  if  the  system  can  be 
preserved  beyond  the  next  sesaion,  it  most  be 
by  some  means  not  now  within  the  reach  of 
human  aaffua.tr.  The  fall  of  that  policy,  sir, 
would  be  prodiietiTe  of  oonseqnences  colami- 
toofl  indeed.  When  I  look  to  the  variety  of  in- 
tnests  wh^  are  involved,  to  the  nnmber  of 
individuals  interested,  the  amount  of  capital 
inverted,  the  v^ne  of  the  buildings  erected,  and 
the  whole  arrangement  of  the  buBiaess  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  various  branches  of  the 
maDufaoturing  art  which  have  spmng  up  under 
the  fostering  care  of  this  Government,  I  cannot 
contemplate  any  evil  eqnal  to  the  sudden  over- 
throw of  all  those  interests.  History  can 
produce  no  parallel  to  the  extent  of  the 
mischief  which  would  be  produced  by  such 
a  disaster.  The  repeal  of  the  edict  of  Nantes 
itself  was  nothing  in  comparison  with  it.  That 
oon^mned  to  ezue  and  nought  to  ruin  a  great 
number  (tf  persons.  The  most  respectable  por- 
tion of  the  population  of  France  were  con- 
demned to  exile  and  rain  by  tU&t  measure. 
But  in  my  opinion,  sir,  the  sudden  repeal  of  the 
tariff  policy  would  bring  ruin  and  destruction 
on  the  whole  people  of  uiis  country.  There  is 
no  evil,  in  my  opinion,  eqoal  to  the  consequen- 
ces which  wonla  result  from  such  a  catastrophe. 

What,  sir,  are  the  oomplunts  which  unhappily 
divide  the  people  of  this  great  country  ?  Ou  the 
one  hand,  it  is  said  by  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  tariff,  that  it  unjustly  taxes  a  portion  of 
the  people,  and  paralyzes  tiuAr  industry ;  that 
it  is  to  be  a  perpetual  operation ;  that  there  is 
to  be  no  end  to  the  system,  whiob,  right  or 
wrong,  is  to  be  urged  to  thnr  Inevitable  ruin. 
And  what  is  the  just  complaint,  on  the  other 
hand,  of  those  who  support  the  tariff  {  It  is, 
thattlw  policy  of  the  Government  is  vacillating 
and  uncertain,  and  that  there  is  no  stability  in 
our  legislation.  Before  one  set  of  books  are 
fairly  opened,  it  becomes  necessary  to  close 
them,  and  to  open  a  new  set.  Before  a  law 
can  be  tested  by  experiment,  another  is  passed. 
Before  the  present  law  has  gone  into  operation, 
before  it  is  yet  nind  n^onths  old,  passed  as  it 
vas  under  circuaj^j^cea  of  eztaaordinory  de- 
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liberation,  the  flruit  of  nine  months'  labor — be* 
fore  we  know  any  thing  of  its  experimental 
effects,  and  even  before  it  commences  its  opera- 
tions, we  are  required  to  repeal  it.  On  one 
side  we  are  ur^ed  to  repeal  a  system  which  is 
fraught  with  ram ;  on  the  other  »de,  the  check 
now  imposed  on  enterprise,  and  the  state  of 
alarm  in  which  the  public  mind  has  been 
thrown,  render  all  pmoent  men  deairooa,  locA- 
in^  ahead  a  UtUe  w^,  to  adopt  »  state  of 
thmgs,  on  the  stability  <^  which  they  may  have 
reason  to  eonnt.  8udi  is  the  stoteof  feeungon 
the  one  side  and  on  the  other.  I  am  anxious  to 
find  out  some  principle  of  mutual  accommoda- 
tion, to  satisfy,  as  far  as  practicable,  boUi  parties ; 
to  increase  Uie  stability  of  our  l^slation ;  and 
at  some  distant  day,  but  not  too  distant,  when 
we  take  into  view  the  magnitude  of  the  interests 
which  are  involved,  to  bring  down  the  rate  of 
duties  to  that  revenue  standard  for  which  our 
opponents  have  so  long  contended.  The  basis 
on  which  I  wish  to  found  this  modification,  is 
one  of  time ;  and  the  several  ports  of  the  bill  to 
which  I  am  abont  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate,  ore  founded  on  this  ba^  I  propose  to 
give  protection  to  our  manufiwtured  articles, 
adeqnate  protection,  for  a  length  of  time,  which, 
compared  with  the  length  of  human  lif€^  is  very 
long,  but  which  is  short  in  proportion  to  the 
legitimate  discretion  of  every  wise  and  parental 
system  of  government ;  securing  the  stability 
of  legislation,  and  allowing  time  for  a  gradufd 
reduction  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  propos- 
ing to  reduce  the  rate  of  duties  to  that  revenue 
standard  for  which  the  opponents  of  the  system 
have  so  long  contended.  I  will  now  proceed  to 
lay  the  provisions  of  this  bill  before  the  Senate, 
with  a  view  to  draw  their  attention  to  the  true 
character  of  the  bill. 

Ur.  0.  then  proceeded  to  read  the  first  secti(»i 
ot  the  bilL  According  to  this  section,  he  said, 
it  would  be  perceived  that  it  was  proposed  to 
come  down  to  the  revenue  standard  at  the  end 
of  littie  more  than  nine  yews  and  a  lialf,  giving 
a  protection  to  our  own  manufactures,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  adequate^  during  the  inter- 
mediate time.  Mr.  C.  recapitulated  the  provi- 
sions of  the  sections,  and  showed  by  varions 
illustrations,  how  they  would  operate. 

Mr.  0.  then  proceeded  to  read  the  comment 
at  great  length  upon  the  second  section  of  the 
bill.  It  would  be  recoUected,  he  said,  that  at 
tite  last  session  of  Congress,  with  a  view  to 
make  a  ooncesMon  to  the  Southern  section  o£ 
the  country,  low  priced  woollens,  (those  sap- 
posed  to  enter  into  the  consumption  of  slaves 
and  the  poorer  classes  of  persons,)  were  token 
out  of  tiie  general  class  of  duties  on  woollens, 
and  the  duty  of  them  reduced  to  five  per  cent. 
It  would  be  also  recollected  that  at  that  time 
the  gentiemen  from  the  South  had  said  that  this 
concession  was  of  no  consequence,  and  they  did 
not  core  for  it ;  and  he  believed  that  they  did  not 
now  oonuder  it  of  any  greater  importance.  As, 
therefore,  it  had  failed  of  the  ptu^ose  for  which 
it  was  taken  out  of  the  common  class,  he 
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tboagfat  it  oQgbt  to  be  brongbt  back  again,  and 

{>lAced  by  the  of  other  &Bori ptions  of  wool- 
ens, and  made  anlject  to  the  same  redaction  of 
daty  as  proposed  by  this  section. 

Having  next  read  through  the  Ihird  section 
of  the  bill,  Mr.  0.  said,  thatj  after  the  ezpiratton 
of  a  terra  of  years,  tiiis  section  laid  down  a  mle 
by  which  the  daties  were  to  be  reduced  to  the 
revenue  standard  which  had  been  so  long  and 
BO  earnestly  contended  for.  Until  otherwise 
directed,  and  in  default  of  provision  being  made 
for  tbe  wants  of  the  Government  in  1842,  a 
rule  was  thus  provided  for  the  rate  of  duties 
thereafter :  Googreas  being,  in  the  mean  time, 
anthorized  to  adopt  any  other  mle  which  the 
ezigenoies  of  the  oonntry  or  its  financial  condi- 
tion might  require.  That  is  to  say,  if,  instead 
of  the  daty  of  20  per  cent,  proposed,  16  or  17 
per  cent.  <^  duty  was  safficient,  or  36  per  cent, 
should  be  found  necessary,  to  prodaoe  a  revenue 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  an  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  either  of  those  rates,  or  any 
other,  from  being  fixed  upon ;  whilst  the  rate 
of  20  per  cent,  was  introduced  to  guard  ng^nst 
any  failure  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  make  the 
requisite  provision  in  due  season. 

This  section  of  the  bill,  Hr.  C.  said,  contained 
also  another  danse,  soggested  by  th^  spirit  of 
harmony  and  concUwlon  which  he  [m^ed 
might  preside  over  the  councils  of  tiie  Union  at 
tiuB  trying  moment  It  provided  (what  those 
persons  who  are  engaged  m  manafactares  have 
BO  long  anxiously  required  for  their  secarity) 
that  daties  shall  be  paid  in  ready  money ;  and 
we  shall  thus  get  rid  of  the  whole  of  that  credit 
aystem  into  which  an  inroad  was  made  in  re- 
^d  to  woollens,  by  the  act  of  the  last  session. 
This  section  farther  contained  a  proviso,  that 
nothing  in  any  part  of  this  act  shoold  be  con- 
strued to  interfere  with  tbe  freest  exercise  of 
the  power  of  Congress  to  lay  any  amonnt  of 
duties,  in  the  event  of  war  breaking  out  between 
this  country  and  any  foreign  Power. 

Mr.  0.  having  then  read  the  fonrth  section  of 
the  tnll,  said  that  one  of  the  conriderations 
strongly  urged  for  a  reduction  of  the  tariff  at 
this  time  was,  that  the  Government  was  likely 
to  he  placed  in  a  dilemma  by  having  an  over- 
flowing revenue;  and  this  apprehension  was 
the  ground  of  an  attempt  totally  to  change  the 
protective  policy  of  the  conntry.  The  section 
whtdi  he  nad  road,  Mr.  0.  said,  was  an  effort 
to  guard  against  this  evil,  by  relieving  alto- 
gether from  duty  a  portion  of  the  articles  of 
jinport  now  subject  to  it  Some  of  these,  he 
said,  would,  under  the  present  rate  of  duty 
upon  them,  prodoce  a  considerable  revenue; 
the  article  of  silks  alone  would  probably  yield 
half  a  milliod  of  dollars  per  annum.  If  it  were 
poaaible  to  pacify  present  dlssennon^  and  let 
things  take  their  coarse,  he  believed  that  no 
dtffionlty  need  be  apprehended.  If,  said  he,  the 
"blM  which  this  body  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  and  has  again  passed  at  this  session, 
athall  pass  the  other  House,  and  become  a  law, 
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and  the  gradual  rednctioa  of  duties  shall  take 
place  which  Is  ooatemplated  by  the  &«tseeti<n 
of  this  bin,  we  sfaaH  have  settled  two  ^  not 
three)  of  the  great  questions  which  have  a^ 
tated  this  oountry— that  of  the  tariff,  ot  ue 
public  lands,  and,  I  will  add,  of  internal  im- 
provement also.  For,  if  there  should  still  be  a 
surplus  revenue,  that  snrplus  might  be  applied, 
until  the  year  1842,  to  the  completion  of  the 
works  of  intemal  improvement  already  com- 
menced ;  and,  after  1843,  a  reliance  for  aH  ftinds 
for  purposes  of  intemal  improvement  shotdd  be 
placed  upon  the  operation  of  the  land  hUl,  to 
which  he  had  already  referred. 

It  was  not  his  object,  Mr.  O.  said,  in  referring 
to  that  measure  in  connection  with  that  which 
he  was  about  to  propose,  to  consider  them  as 
united  In  their  ftte,  being  desirous,  partialaahe 
might  be  to  both,  that  each  should  stand  or  ftll 
upon  its  own  intrinsic  merits.  If  this  seotltm 
of  the  bill,  adding  to  the  number  of  free  articles, 
ahoold  become  .law,  along  with  the  redaction 
of  duties  proposied  by  the  first  section  of  the  bill, 
it  was  by  no  means  sure  that  we  shoold  have 
any  surplus  revenue  at  all.  He  had  been  aston- 
ished, indeed,  at  the  process  of  reasoning  by 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  arrived 
at  the  conclasion  that  we  should  have  a  surplus 
revenue  at  all,  though  he  admitted  tiiat  such  a 
oonefaimon  coold  be  arrived  at  in  no  other  war. 
But  what  was  tiiis  process  f  Duties  of  a  ewtaa 
rate  now  exist ;  the  amount  which  they  produce 
is  known ;  the  Secretary,  proposing  a  reduction 
of  the  rate  of  duty,  supposes  that  the  daties  wlU 
l>e  reduced  iu  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the 
reduction  of  the  duty.  Now,  Mr.  C.  said,  no 
calculation  oonld  be  more  uncertain  than  that 

Mr,  0.  would  now  take  a  view  of  some  of  the 
objections  which  would  be  made  to  the  bill.  It 
might  be  sud  that  the  act  was  prospective ;  that 
it  bound  our  successors ;  and  that  we  had  no 
power  thus  to  bind'them.  It  was  tme  that  the 
act  was  prospective,  and  so  was  almost  every 
act  which  we  ever  passed ;  bat  we  could  repeal 
it  the  next  day.  It  was  the  established  usage 
to  give  all  acts  a  proe^ctive  opentitai.  ta 
every  tariff  law  there  were  some  provisions 
which  go  into  operation  immediately,  and  others 
at  a  future  time.  Each  Gongress  legislated  so- 
cording  to  their  own  views  «  propnety ;  their 
acts  did  not  bind  their  successors,  but  created  a 
species  of  public  ffuth  which  would  not  ra^Iy 
be  broken.  But,  if  tiiis  bill  should  go  into  op- 
eration, as  he  hoped,  even  against  hope,  that  it 
might  he  had  not  a  doubt  that  it  would  be  ad- 
hered to  by  all  parties.  There  was  but  one  con- 
tingency which  woold  render  a  change  neces- 
sary, and  that  was  the  intervention  of  a  war, 
which  was  provided  for  in  the  bill.  The  hands 
of  Congress  were  left  nntied  in  this  event  ukl 
they  would  be  at  liberty  to  resort  to  any  mode 
of  taxation  which  they  mi^t  jnopose.  Bnt^ 
if  we  suppose  peace  to  coatinae,  there  would  be 
no  motive  for  disturbing  the  arrangement  but, 
on  the  contrary,  every  motive  to  carry  it  into 
effect  la  the  next  place,  it  wilt  be  objected  to 
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the  bill,  by  the  friends  of  tlie  protective  polioj, 
(of  whom  he  held  himself  to  be  one,  tor  hia 
mind  v&s  immntably  fixed  in  favor  of  that  |)ol- 
icj,)  th^  it  abandoned  the  power  of  protection. 
Bat,  he  contended,  in  the  first  place,  that  aans- 
pensioD  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  was  not  an 
abandonment  of  it;  for  the  power  was  in  the 
omutitutlon  according  to  onr  tbeorr ;  was  put 
there  bj  its  framers,  and  could  only  be  dislodged 
bx  the  people.  After  the  year  1843,  the  bill 
provided  tni^  the  power  ahonld  be  exereised  in 
a  certain  mode.  There  wra«  four  modes  by 
which  the  industry  ttf  the  otmnttr  could  be 
protected:  Hrst,  the  absolute  prcbibition  of 
rival  foreign  articles.  That  was  totally  unat- 
tempted  by  the  bill ;  bnt  it  was  competent  'to 
the  wisdom  of  the  Government  to  exert  the 
power  whenever  they  wished.  Second,  the 
imposition  of  datiea  in  anch.a  manner  as  to  have 
no  reference  to  any  object  bat  revenue.  'When 
ve  had  a  large  public  debt,  in  1816,  the  duties 
yielded  thirty-seven  millions,  and  pidd  so  much 
more  of  the  pnblio  debt ;  and  subsequently,  they 
yielded  bnt  eight  or  ten  millions,  and  paid  so 
much  less  of  the  debt  Sometimes  we  had 
to  trench  on  th«  nnldng  iimd.  Kow,  we 
liad  no  pnbUc  debt  to  absorb  the  BOT[dna  rev^ 
•nne,  and.  no  motive  for  oontinning  the  dntiesb 
Ho  man  can  look  at  the  condition  of  tiie  eoontry, 
«nd  say  that  we  can  carry  on  this  system,  with 
aooumolating  revenue,  and  no  praodoable  way 
of  expending  it  The  third  mode  was  attempted 
last  session,  in  a  resolution  which  he  bad  the 
honor  to  submit  last  year,  and  which,  in  fact, 
ultimately  formed  the  basis  of  the  act  which 
finally  passed  both  Houses.  This  was  to  ruse 
as  much  revenue  as  was  wanted  for  the  use  of 
the  Government,  and  no  more:  but  to  ruse  it 
from  the  protected,  and  not  from  the  unpro- 
tected artides.  He  would  say,  that  he  regret- 
ted, most  deetdy,  that  the  gr«tter  part  of  tbe 
oonntn^  would  not  suffer  this  principle  to  prevail. 
It  oamt  to  prevul ;  and  the  day,  in  bis  opinion, 
would  come,  when  it  would  be  adopted  as  the 
permanent  policy  of  the  conntry.  Shall  we 
l^slate  for  our  own  wants,  or  those  of  a  foreign 
oonntry?  To  protect  our  own  interests,  in  op- 
position to  foreign  legislation,  was  the  basis  of 
this  system.  The  fourth  mode  in  wbioh  pro- 
tection could  be  afforded  to  domestic  industry 
was,  to  admit,  firee  of  duty,  every  article  which 
uded  the  operations  of  the  manufacturers. 
These  were  the  four  modes  for  protecting  our 
industry ;  and  to  those  who  say  that  Uie  hill 
abandons  the  power  of  protection,  he  would  re- 
ply, that  it  did  not  tooeb  that  power:  and  that 
the  fonrtii  mode,  so  fiur  firom  being  abandoned, 
is  extended  and  upheld  by  the  bill.  The  most 
that  can  be  otjeotod  to  the  bill  by  those  wUh 
whom  he  had  oo-operated  to  support  the  pro- 
tective system  was,  that,  in  consideration  of  nine 
and  a  hdf  years  of  pe&oe,  eertaiuty,  and  stabili- 
ty, the  manufacturers  relinquished  some  ad- 
vantages which  they  now  ei^yed.  Hr.  0. 
concluded  with  aating  leave  to  iutrodnoe  his 
bill.  * 


[Febboaxt,  1BS3. 

Mr.  FoBsTTa  presumed,  he  stdd,  thettiie  mo- 
tion for  leave,  in  its  present  stage,  was  a  subject 
of  discussion ;  if  so,  he  begged  leave  to  say  a 
word  or  two  in  opposition  to  it  He  opposed 
the  introduction  of  the  bill  as  a  revenue  measure, 
and  upon  it  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

Hr.  HoLHXs  confessed  ttiat  this  was  the  first 
time  but  one  tliat  he  ever  beard  on  objection 
made  to  a  motion  of  leave.  Common  courtesy 
required  that  any  Senator  should  have  leave  to 
introduce  any  bill  he  pleased.  He  £d  not  know 
whether  he  shoald  like  tiie  principles  of  flus 
bill,  but  he  would  like  to  have  it  on  the  tables 
and  see  whether  he  would  approve  of  it 

Hr.  FoBSTTH  repUed,  that  if  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  had  not  expMned  the  proviuons  of 
the  bill,  and  shown  them  to  be  unconstitutional, 
he  should  have  no  objections  to  its  introduction. 

Mr.  FontPBXTBB  returned  his  hearty  thanks 
to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  for  introdu<»ng 
this  bin,  and  he  hoped  he  would  have  leave. 

Mr.  OAUiomi  would  make  but  one  or  two 
observations.  Entirely  approving  of  the  object 
for  which  this  bill  was  introduced,  be  ^ould 
g^ve  his  vote  in  ftvor  of  the  motion  for  leave 
to  introduce  it.  He  who  loves  the  Union  must 
desire  to  see  this  Bj^tating  qnesticm.  bronglit  to 
a  terminatimi.  Until  it  uionld  be  terminated, 
we  could  not  expect  the  reston^ion  of  peace  or 
liarmony,  or  a  sound  condition  of  things, 
throughout  the  country.  He  believed  that  to 
the  unhappy  divisions  which  bad  kept  the 
Northern  and  Southern  States  apart  from  each 
other,  the  present  entirely  degraded  condition 
of  the  conntry  (for  entirely  degraded  he  believed 
it  to  be)  was  solely  attributable.   The  general 

Srinciples  of  tiiis  bill  received  his  approbation, 
[e  bdieved  that  if  the  present  difBomties  were 
to  be  adjusted,  they  must  be  adjusted  on  the 
principles  embraced  in  tiie  lull,  of  fixing  ad 
valorem  duties,  except  in  the  few  oases  in  the 
bill  to  which  specific  dnties'were  assigned.  He 
said  that  it  had  been  kis  fate  to  occupy  a  posi- 
tion as  hostile  as  any  one  could,  in  reference  to 
the  protecting  policy ;  bnt  if  it  depended  on 
his  willj  he  would  not  ^ve  his  vote  for  the 
prostration  of  the  manutocturing  interest  A 
very  large  capital  Iiad  been  invested  in  mann- 
facturers,  which  had  been  of  great  service  to 
the  country;  and  he  would  never  give  his 
vote  to  suddenly  withdraw  all  those  daties 
by  which  that  capital  was  sustained  in  tiie 
channel  into  which  it  had  been  directed.  But 
he  would  only  vote  for  the  ad  valorem  system 
of  duties,  which  he  deemed  the  most  b«ieflidal 
and  the  most  equitable.  At  this  time,  he  <Ud 
not  rise  to  go  into  a  oonaderatiiHi  of  any  of  tiie 
detnls  of  this  bill,  as  snch  a  coarse  would  be  pre- 
mature, and  contrary  to  the  prft^ice  of  the 
Senate.  There  were  some  of  the  provisions 
which  had  his  entire  approbation,  and  there 
were  some  to  which  he  objected.  But  Jie  looked 
upon  tiiese  minor  points  of  difference  as  points 
in  the  settiement  of  which  no  difiioulty  would 
oconr,  when  gentiemeu  met  together  in  that 
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spirit  of  mntaal  comprondse  wbich,  he  donbted 
not,  ironld  be  broagbt  into  iheir  deliberations, 
without  at  all  yieldiog  the  constitntioQal  ques- 
tion as  to  the  right  of  protection. 

Mr.  Wkbstbb  sud,  that  aa,  by  its  titJle,  tbe 
bill  appeared  to  be  merely  a  bill  to  modify  the 
existiiig  revenue  laws,  it  conld  hardly  be  re- 
jected aa  » bill  for  rai^^  rerenae,  which 
vof^t  to  originate  ia  tb»  <xQm  House,  dnce 
thaw  are  many  partioiilan  In  vhiofa  all  tbe  eziat- 
ing  rereaaelawB  might  be  modified,  without  nbh 
ing  more  or  less  revenue.  As  the  bill  has  not 
been  read^  (said  Mr.  W.,)  we  seem  to  kiu>w  no 
more  of  it.  regularly,  than  its  title  purpOTts. 
That  title  describes  a  bilL  which  may  oonsUto- 
tionally  originate  in  the  Senate :  I  shall,  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  leave. 

But  I  feel  it  my  duty,  Mr.  President,  to  say 
a  word  or  two  upon  the  measure  itself.  It  is 
impossible  that  Uiis  proposition  of  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Keutachy  should  not  excite  in 
the  country  a  very  stroog  sensation ;  and  in  the 
relation  in  which  I  stand  to  the  subject,  I  am 
anxious,  at  an  ear^  moment,  to  say,  that  as  far 
as  I  understand  the  bill,  from  the  gentleman's 
statement  of  it,  then  are  prindples  in  it  to 
which  I  do  not  at'  present  see  how  I  can  ever 
oonour.  If  I  understand  the  plan,  the  result 
will  be  a  well-understood  snrrender  of  the 
power  of  discruninatioD,  or  a  stipulation  not  to 
use  that  power,  in  the  laying  duties  on  imports, 
after  the  eight  or  nine  years  have  expired.  This 
appears  to  me  to  be  matter  of  great  moment. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  expressed  regret  that  he  should 
have  created  so  much  discussion.  He  did  not 
oppose  the  object  of  the  bill;  ho  would  not 
have  rused  his  voice  on  Uie  aott}eot,  if  the  mo- 
tion did  not  call  on  him  to  viidate  a  provision  of 
the  ConstitntioB  of  the  United  States.  Alnllof 
this  character,  however,  oo^t  to  pass  first 
under  the  oonslderadon  ot  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  He  refused  leave  to 
introduce  this  bill,  b«Mianse  the  constitntion  for- 
bids that  the  first  action  on  a  bill  of  this 
character  should  be  in  the  Senate. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  then,  with 
the  assent  of  the  Senate,  withdrawn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  granting 
leave  to  introduce  the  bill ;  which  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  read  the  first  time. 

Mr,  FoBSTTH  moved  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time,  with  a  view  to  its  commit- 

This  motion  requires  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DiOEnsov  objected,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  too  important  a  bill  to  be  horned  through 
its  stages. 

On  motion  <tf  Mr.  Fobbits,  the  bill  wu  oi^ 
dmd  to  be  printed. 

Sevenue  CoUection  BiU. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  conmder  the 
bill  to  provide  further  for  the  oolleetkm  the 
dades  on  importB. 

The  queatum  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr, 


{Sbuxk. 

FoBSTTH  to  strike  out  the  &d  section  of  the 

bill- 
It  was  decided  by  yeas  6,  nays  38. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Ca.lhoun,  the  UO,  M 

amended,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


WnmrnDAT,  Fetoiiarr  18. 
Tariff  Resolution*. 

ICr.  WBBsnB  rose,  and  stated  that,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  notice  which  he  had  given  yester* 
day,  he  wished  now  to  lay  on  the  table  some 
resolutions,  expresrive  of  his  opiidons  tm  the 
important  subjects  in  rdation  to  which  a  hill 
was  presented  to  the  Senate  yesterday. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  as  follows: 

Jletolvtd,  That  the  anonal  revennes  of  tbe  country 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  exceed  a  jastestinats.ef 
thewuitsoftheOoTemment;  and  that  ss  soon  as  H 
shall  be  aseertdned,  with  reasonable  oert^ty,  that 
the  rates  of  datles  on  imports,  u  established  by  the 
act  of  July,  1882,  will  yield  aa  excess  over  tiiose 
wants,  providoo  ought  to  be  made  for  their  reduc- 
tion :  and  that,  in  nuiking  this  reduction,  just  rranrd 
ahonld  be  had  to  the  vanous  Interests  and  o^uooa 
of  liferent  parts  of  the  coontry,  so  as  most  efibota- 
ally  to  preserve  the  int^^ty  and  harmooy  of  tiie 
Uiuont^d  to  provide  for  the  oommoD  defence,  and 
promote  the  geueral  weliare  of  the  whole. 

Bat,  whereas  it  is  certain  that  the  dimiDUtton  of 
the  rates  of  duties  on  some  articles  woidd  foerease^ 
instead  of  redndng,  the  amrw;ate  amonnt  of  rpve* 
noe  on  Bodi  aitiws ;  aua  whereas,  in  regard  to 
Boch  artictes  as  tt  has  been  the  potioy  of  the  countiy 
to  protect,  a  bH^M  reduction  on  one  might  pro- 
duce esaential  injury,  and  even  distress,  to  large 
classes  of  the  community,  wtiile  another  might  bear 
a  larger  reduction  without  any  such  consequences ; 
and  whereas,  also,  there  are  many  articles  the  duties 
on  which  mint  be  reduced,  or  altogether  abt^hed, 
without  producing  any  other  effect  than  the  redac- 
tion of  revenue:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That,  in  reducing  the  rates  of  datiss 
imposed  on  imports  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July 
aforesaid,  it  ia  not  wise  or  judicious  to  proceed  by 
way  of  an  equal  redaction  per  centum  on  all  artidea ; 
but  that  as  well  the  amount  as  tbe  time  of  reduction 
ought  to  be  fixed,  in  respect  to  the  several  articles  die* 
tinctl^,  having  due  regard,  in  each  ease,  to  the 
questions  whether  the  proposed  reduction  will  affect 
rerenue  alone,  or  how  far  it  will  operate  injurioudy 
on  those  domestic  manufactures  hitherto  protected ; 
especially  such  as  are  essential  la  time  of  war,  and 
such,  also,  as  have  be«i  established  on  the  laith  <tf 
eziBting  laws ;  and,  above  alt,  how  fhr  snob  pcopoMd 
redaction  will  affect*  the  rates  of  wages  and  the 
eartdngs  of  Ameriean  manual  labor. 

Retolved,  That  it  is  unwise  and  InjodiciDnB,  hi 
regulating^  imposts,  to  ad^  a  plan,  hitherto  equally 
unknown  in  toe  tiistory  of  tilts  Government,  and  in 
the  practice  of  all  ennghtened  nations,  which  stiall, 
dtber  inunedfately  or  iwoqieotivaly,  rrieot  aU  dB- 
crlmiaatiwi  on  articles  to  be  taxed,  whether  they 
be  artictes  of  necessity  orof  loxwy,  of  general  con- 
sumption or  of  limited  consumpuiut;  and  whether 
they  be,  or  be  not,  such  as  are  manufactured  and 
produced  at  home;  and  which  shall  confine  all 
duties  to  one  equal  rate  per  centum  oa  aJI  artlolsa. 

BnoM^  nat  dnee  tbe  pet^  of  the  United 
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Butei  1»T«  dcprivad  the  State  Gonranwnti  «t  ell 
power  of  foBtenog  manuftetarei,  bowerer  iu^pen- 
Mbl«  in  peftco  or  in  war,  or  hoverer  important  to 
national  independenee,  by  commercial  regulations, 
or  by  laying  datiea  on  imports,  and  hare  transferred 
tbe  whole  auUiority  to  make  soch  regul^ooii,  and 
to  lay  such  datiea,  to  tbe  Congreae  of  the  United 
States,  Congress  eaanot  surrender  or  abandon  such 
power,  compaUbly  with  its  eonsUtational  duty,  and 
tberefbre, 

Rtaolved,  That  no  law  ought  to  be  passed  on 
the  subject  of  Imposts,  contsiaiDg  any  stipulation, 
express  or  im[died,  or  giving  any  pledge  or  assur- 
ance, direct  or  indirect,  which  ahiuf  tend  to  restrain 
Congress  from  the  fiiO  exorcise,  at  all  timea  here- 
after,  of  all  its  eonstitutional  poweie,  in  giving 
reswmable  protection  to  American  industry,  eoun- 
terr^HnK  tbe  policy  of  fi>reign  nattwis,  and  main- 
l^dng  we  aobstantlal  independraeo  of  tiie  United 
Statei. 

On  motioii  of  Ur.  Dallu,  the  rwolatioiu 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tariff  BUI 

The  bill  to  modiiy  the  aot  of  the  14th  (tf  Joly, 
1682,  and  all  other  acts  irapoung  dntiei  on  im- 
ports, was  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  DioEKBsoH  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Mannfaotnres. 

Mr.  Gbuhdt  e^d  he  would  move  the  reference 
to  a  select  committee  of  tevtsi,  and  enressed 
Us  lu^  tiut  the  Senator  from  Kentncky  [Mr. 
Out]  would  be  planed  at  the  head  of  that  com- 
mittee. 

Hx.  Out  enressed  indifference  as  to  the 
oommittee  to  which  the  bill  should  be  referred. 
He  would  be  willing  to  send  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Hannfactores,  with  whom,  he  took  pleas- 
nre  in  aaring,  he  had  always  acted  hsrmonions- 
ly,  and  for  the  members  of  which  he  felt  so 
modi  personal  njspect;  yet,  for  the  reasons 
which  had  been  or^ed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  he  considered  that  it  would  be  most 
expedient  to  send  the  sabject  to  the  committee 
for  which  that  gentleman  had  moved.  This 
did  not  seem  to  w  a  measore  for  the  benefit  of 
any  excltirive  Interest,  bat  for  tbe  {OYHnodon 
of  the  general  harmony.  He  eMolnded  with 
secondiaig  the  motion  for  a  select  committee. 

ICr.  OaIiBOUN  expressed  his  graUfication  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  made  the 
motion,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentncky 
had  aoquieeoed  in  it  The  subject  belonged  to 
no  existing  oommittee  whatever.  It  was  a 
jRxgeot  for  restoring  peace  and  harmony  to  the 
country ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  motion  for  a 
select  committee  would  prevail 

The  moUon  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Oommittee 
Ml  MannfactnreS)  was  decided  by  yeas  13,  n^ys 
SO. 

WiDnuDAT,  Febroary  18. 

iVMidmMoI  Meetion — Counting  the  Votet. 

A  measase  was  reo^vMt  from  the  Honsa  of 
BqmMntatiTe^  rtatlffg  that  the  House  was 
find7 to  proceed  ta^^taixa^^^'nlbn 


[Febbcabt,  188S. 

given  for  President  and  Vice  Fre^dent,  and 
were  wwting  to  reomve  tbe  Senate. 

Ur.  GnmoT  moved  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  tbe  House  of  Repre8entative%  for  the 
purpose  of  pwformii^  the  datiea  referred  to 
in  the  measage;  which  motion  having  been 
agreed  to, 

The  Senate,  preceded  by  the  President,  pro 
tempore^  attended  tiie  hall  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentativea ;  and,  after  having  performed  tbe 
duties  which  called  them  ther^  returned,  at 
twenty  minutes  past  two  o'clock,  to  their  seats 
in  the  Senate ;  when 

Ur.  QBvaDT  offered  the  following  resdntion, 
which  was  considered  and  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  of 
the  Senate  be  appointed,  to  join  a  committee  of 
two  members  of  the  House  of  RepresentBtives,  to 
be  appmnted  by  tbe  House,  to  wait  on  AHnaaw 
Jacksoii,  of  Tennessee,  and  to  notify  bfan  that  he 
has  been  duly  elected  Fresident  of  the  United 
Sutes  for  four  years,  commendng  on  the  fotnth 
day  of  Harch  next;  and  also,  to  notify  Uumw 
Yah  Bitrim,  of  New  York,  that  he  has  been  duly 
elected  Vice  Freudent  of  the  United  States  for  four 
yeara^  eommencii^  on  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next 

Snow*  OoUeeUon  Sm—lTuaifieaHon. 

Vt.  Moon  saidf  he  rose  to  make  a  tew 
marks  on  the  MIL  He  rose  with  no  hypooiti- 
cal  mteuoe  ot  an  eztraordinai?  attodiment  to 
the  Union.  As  members  of  thU  body,  said  be, 
we  have  all  sworn  to  support  the  oonatitutionf 
and  I  ooDoede  to  each  as  earnest  a  desire  to 
fulfil  this  duty  as  I  know  that  I  myself  feeL 
I,  sir,  am  proud  to  be  an  American  citizen ;  I 
am  proud  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama ;  I  am  proud  of  the  honor  of  a  seat  in 
this  Senate.  But  much  as  I  prize  this  name^ 
and  proud  as  I  am  of  the  honor  assigned  to  me 
by  the  partiality  and  indnlgenoe  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  I  should  be  false  to  them,  to  their  In- 
terests, and  to  myseli  if  I  oould  permit  thia 
bill  to  become  alaw  without  having  done  all  in 
my  power  to  prevent  it, 

iinch  has  been  awd  aboat  the  oourse  which 
South  Oarolina  baa  ad<^ted.  I  do  not  feel  called 
upon  to  defend  either  her  principles  or  her 
action ;  that  task  will  be  performed  oy  those  to 
whom  she  has  assigped  that  duty. 

In  my  opinion  this  bill  present  another  issue, 
which  involves  directly  the  rights,  the  interests, 
and  the  liberty  of  my  constituents.  It  pro- 
poses to  clothe  the  Preudent  of  the  United 
States  with  diotatorial  and  discretionary  powers. 
It  does  more ;  it  proposes  to  place  the  issne  of 
oivil  war  npon  the  discretion  of  a  captun  of  a 
revenue  outter,  tbe  caprice  of  a  young  lieu- 
tenant fr«efa  from  adiod,  or  the  folly  of  a  tide- 
waiter. 

It  makes  &6  President  of  the  United  Stataa 
a  national  dictator,  and  converts  the  agents  who 
vutj  be  intrusted  witii  the  ezeontaon  of  his  ro- 
prone  diaeretion  into  petty  ohiaftaini,  who  are 
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reqaired  to  trample  upon  the  jadioifd  aathorities 
of  the  States.  Yon  see  it  places  the  militarj 
above  the  civil  anthoritj,  and  rabstatatesainili- 
tary  despotism  for  tJie  peaoeftd  admiidstration 
of  the  iaws. 

Bat  «e  are  told  Inr  the  hoDorable  chairman 
of  the  committee  wbo  reported  this  bill,  (Mr. 
WiLKiHS,)  thftt  "  we  safely  intrast  these 
extraordinarT^  powers  to  the  hands  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  becanse  he  assnres  na  Andrew  Jaokson 
never  has  abused  power."  I  oongratnlflte  the 
honorable  gentienuui  npon  t^e  extent  of  his 
faith.  It  is  at  least  equal  to  '^ttie  grain  of 
mustard  seed,"  and  it  ma.j  yet  accomplish 
mtrAcles.  The  hooorable  gentleman  shonld  re- 
member that  this  bill  proposes  to  snthorize  the 
President  to  transfer  these  extraordinary  powers 
to  his  agents.  Great  as  the  President  is, 
powerful  as  we  aU  know  him  to  be,  be  must 
employ  agents  to  execute  his  will ;  and  it  neces- 
sarily follows  that  that  diqoreUon  with  which 
yon  dothe  the  Freddoit  mnrt  be  by  him  trans- 
ferred to  his  agents,  to  the  commanders  of  his 
army  and  his  navy,  to  the  colleotfflv  ot  the 
revenue,  to  his  marshals  and  his  bailiffs.  I  am 
not  disposed  to  make  a  question  with  the 
gentleman  about  his  faith  in  the  President ;  but 
I  woold  ask  him,  are  you  prepared  to  grant 
snch  powers  on  the  fiiith  which  yon  repose  in 
such  agents  as  these?  But,  sir,  away  with 
such  solemn  trifling.  I  consider  this  a  question 
of  liberty,  and  not  of  faith ;  and  I  can  assure 
him,  that  if  his  oonstitueuts,  the  free  laborers, 
of  wbioh  we  have  heard  so  much,  permit  their 
representatives  to  bring  their  liberties  as  a  faith 
oflfering,  a  pmilMtion  to  ooooiliate  the  good 
viU  of  tlie  President,  those  oi  whom  I  am  an 
imwortJiy  representative  place  theits  above  all 
price.  Sir,  the  people  of  Alabama  are  as  much 
devoted  to  this  Union,  as  established  by  our 
fathers,  as  the  people  of  any  other  State  can  be ; 
they  are  devoted  to  the  Union,  but  they  are 
devoted  to  it,  not  as  the  means  of  oppression, 
not  as  the  source  of  civil  war,  bat  as  tne  p^dla- 
dium  of  Iit>erty.  I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  am  not 
called  npon  to  defend  either  the  principles  or 
the  action  of  South  Carolina.  I  have  said  that 
this  bill  makes  another  issue,  which  involves 
directly  the  rights,  interests,  and  liberty  of  my 
constituents.  The  gentleman  tells  ns  abontthe 
ftee  labor  of  the  North ;  and  they  tell  tu  that 
th^  never  will  consent  that  this  tn«  labor  of 
the  North  shall  be  reduced  to  the  same  condition 
as  the  slave  labor  of  the  South.  Do  gentlemen 
forget  that  there  are  free  laborers  in  the  Sooth 
as  well  as  in  the  North  t  Do  gentlemen  forget 
that  &e  object  of  this  constitution  and  of  onr 
Union  was  to  secure  equal  rights,  peace,  and 
happiness  to  all  onr  citizens !  If  they  concede 
this,  (and  none  will  be  so  lost  to  all  sense  of 
propriety  as  to  deny  the  truth  of  the  assertion,) 
vhat  right  has  the  free  laborer  of  the  North  to 
demand  that  his  labor  shall  be  protected  at  the 
azpense  of  the  Dree  labor,  or  even  the  slave 
labor  of  the  Bonth?  TeB,rir,I  say  <tf  the  slave 
labor  of  the  Boatb.  ?br,  rir,  with  ns^  labor  ii 


[Snuas. 

labor ;  it  matters  not  whether  it  be  of  the  slave 
or  of  the  free,  of  the  bondsman  or  his  master ; 
in  fact,  there  can  be  none  in  theory,  bat  in  the 
minds  of  those  hypocritical  pretenders  in  phi- 
lanthropy, who  would  emancipate  our  davea 
under  the  pretence  that  "  all  men  are  bom  free 
and  eqaal,"  and  batcher  thdr  masters  with 
mercenaiy  b^mets ;  bnt  as  the  gentleman  fKnn 
Pennsylvania  who  spoke  last  (Ur.  Dalus)  does 
not  like  the  word  mercenary,  I  will  say  the 
bayonets  of  power ;  because  we  insist  that  it 
never  was  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution  to  tax  the  slave  labor  of  the  South  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  "  the  free  labor  of  the 
North."  Yonr  northern  gentlemen  have  a  holy 
horror  at  holding  a  fellow-creatare  in  bondage, 
but  Uiey  feel  no  horror  at  the  idea  of  sending  an 
army  to  compel  the  owners  of  these  slaves  to 
pay  over  all  the  profits  of  these  slaves  into  the 
pockets  <^  the  northern  manafacturers  and 
capitalists.  They  oonnder  slavery  a  most  h^ 
nous  offence  agsunst  God  and  man ;  yet  they 
call  npon  ns,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  dear  in 
religion  and  morals,  to  aatborize  tihem  to  over- 
rno  South  Carolina  with  fire  and  sword,  nnlees 
she  will  pay  over  to  them  the  profits  of  her 
slave  labor.  Or,  in  other  words,  they  are  too 
ptoos,  too  benevolent,  to  own  slaves  themselves ; 
bnt  they  ask  us  vei^  modestly,  sir,  to  convert 
the  owners  of  slaves  m  South  Carolina  into  their 
overseers,  saperintending  cotton  fields  and  rice 
plantations  fur  their  benefit. 

Yes,  Mr.  President,  disguise  this  matter  as 
you  will,  this  is  the  question.  We  have  long 
seen  the  tendency  and  olyeot  of  the  tariff  policy. 
We  deny  yonr  right  to  protect  tiie  fireelMMr  of 
the  North,  at  the  expense  of  the  dave  iahoe  ti£ 
the  South.  With  us  there  is  no  distinction  t>^ 
tween  the  labor  of  the  slave  and  the  labor  iMf 
the  fr«e,  of  the  bondsman  and  his  master. 

The  Ood  of  nature,  nor  the  constitntion, 
which  alone  has  the  right  to  determine  what 
shall  be  law  npon  this  subject,  has  made  no 
distinction,  and  we  will  not  permit  this  Gov- 
ernment to  do  it ;  to  yield  such  a  power  would 
be  to  permit  the  free  laborers  of  the  Nortii  to 
convert  the  masters  of  our  slaves  into  the  slavea 
of  Northern  masters.  And  it  is  becanse  I  be- 
lieve the  bill  involves  this  question,  and  becanse 
I  know  the  people  of  Alabama  have  a  common 
interest  with  the  people  of  South  Carolina  in 
resisting  this  oppresnon,  that  I  am  opposed  to 
this  bill. 

We  hear  gentlemen  loud  in  the  praises  otHM 
constitntion,  vociferous  in  their  professions  of 
attachment  to  the  Union.  I  can  toll  them,  nay, 
they  have  been  told  again  and  i^n,  how  they 
can  maintain  the  constitution  and  preserve  the 
Union.  Reject  this  bill,  and  modify  the  tari^; 
do  justice,  and  the  necessity  forforce  will  cease. 

But  some  gentiemen  seem  to  think  they  must 
support  the  President.  I  can  nnderstand  why 
the  Senators  r^resentingmuinfacturing  States, 
and  particalariy  those  who  never  had  any  oon- 
stitntional  swofdee  npon  the  qoestion  of  power, 
should  support  this  bilL  Althouf^  we  are  tola 
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this  measure  origiaated  wiUi  the  Execntive,  I 
can  find  no  apology  in  that  sanation,  which 
conid  justify  me  as  a  Senator  representing  a 
Sonthem  State—yes,  sir,  a  slave-holding,  anti- 
tariff  State — if  I  were  30  far  to  sacrifice  their 
interest  as  to  vote  for  this  bill.  I  know,  sir, 
that  the  President hasaoommandtDgpopnlarity 
among  my  people;  the  honest,  unsnspeeting 
planters  and  laborers  of  Alabama  gave  him  their 
ooofidenoe  when  he  was  a  plain  unpretending 
planter  like  themselves.  But  they  voted  for 
Andrew  .Jackson  to  be  the  President  of  a  free 
people,  subject  to  all  the  restraints  of  die  con- 
stitution ;  they  did  not  expect  that  he  would  ask 
to  be  clothed  with  dictatorial  powers,  mnch  less 
that  be  would  march  at  the  head  of  a  standing 
army  for  Uie  purpose  of  enforcing,  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  the  collection  of  odious,  unjust, 
unequal,  end  unconstitutional  taxes. 

But  I  warn  gentlemen  to  pause.  Who  is  it 
that  are  now  so  anxious  to  clothe  ^e  President 
with  these  new,  nndefiued  powers  t  Are  they 
not  his  old  enemies!  Are  they  not  his  late 
opponents  t  Bnt^  sir,  I  give  them  my  thanks. 
I  am  the  representative  of  a  brave,  generons, 
and,  therefore,  a  confiding  people.  Tet,  there 
are  in  Alabama,  as  there  are  in  all  other  States, 
'*  writers  upon  Providence" — ^men  whose  high- 
est ambition  it  is  to  worship  power. 

The  policy  of  our  adversaries  has  been  to 
purchase  these  false  guides,  and  weaken  oar 
resistance  by  internal  dissensions. 

If  gentlemen  will  disregard  all  our  entreaties ; 
1^  instead  of  claiming  tiie  promise  made  the 
peacemakers,  they  still  persist  in  the  exercise  of 
uijastice  and  oppression ;  if,  instead  of  reducing 
the  duties  and  giving  us  peace,  harmony, 
itiencth,  and  brotherly  love,  they  force  upon  us 
this  bill,  they  will  do  us  one  favor,  they  will 
force  m  to  be  united;  they  will  unbind  the 
eyes  of  our  people ;  they  wiU  then  see  who  it  is 
that "  have  sung  peace,  peace,  when  there  was 
no  peace."  I  agam  would  say  to  those  gentle- 
men who  suppose  they  are  to  reap  a  golden 
harvest  of  profit  or  of  honors  from  this  measure, 
*'  You  may  have  tiie  power  to  pass  your  bill 
tiirough  this  House ;.  you  may  have  the  physical 
strength  and  the  same  generous  majority  by 
which  you  have  passed  your  tariffs ;  but  you 
cannot  enforce  it  I  d«y  you,  with  all  the 
syoophants,  hirelings,  and  office-seekers  now 
writing  for  oommand.  Ton  may  sweep  the 
streets  of  your  dties,  and  empty  your  work- 
shops and  manufacturing  establishments ;  at  this 
enlightened  hoar,  and  in  this  free  country,  you 
cannot  enforce  it.  We  know  our  rights,  ancL 
knowing  them,  dare  mi^nt^^jn  gnd  deCma 
them." 


Thiixsdat,  February  14. 

The  Senate  then  ptoce^^  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  speeiri  orders  1>^°5  ^  F'"^ 


vide  farther  for  the  ooUeetion  of  tiw  dnties  m 

imports. 

Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,  saidj  the  proceedings 
of  my  State,  on  another  occasion  of  fiu-  higher 
importance,  have  been  so  frequently  referrM  to 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  as  an  example  to 
nstify  the  present  proceedings  of  South  Caro- 
ina,  that  I  may  be  excused  fw  saying  some- 
thing of  them.  What,  then,  was  ue  omdoet 
of  Virginia  in  the  memorable  era  of  *08  and  '99 1 
She  solemnly  protested  against  the  riien  and 
sedition  acts,  as  "  pripable  and  alarming  in£rte- 
tions  of  the  constitution ; "  she  commuiUeated 
that  protest  to  the  other  States  of  the  UnitHi,  and 
eamestiy  apperied  to  them  to  unite  with  her  in 
a  like  declaration,  that  this  deliberate  and 
solemn  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  States, 
as  parties  to  the  constitutional  compact,  should 
have  its  proper  effect  on  the  councils  of  the 
nation  in  procuring  a  revisdon  and  reperi  of  the 
obnoxious  acts.  This  was  "  the  head  and  front 
of  her  offending"— no  more.  The  whole  oljeot 
of  the  proceedings  was,  by  tiie  peaoefiil  foroe 
of  pnblio  minion,  embodied  through  the  organ  at 
the  State  LegishUnres,  to  obtain  a  reperi  of  die 
laws  in  question,  not  to  oppose  or  arrest  thrir 
execution  while  they  remained  imreperied. 
That  this  was  the  true  spirit  and  real  purpoee 
of  the  proceeding,  is  abundantly  manifested  by 
the  whole  of  the  able  debate  which  took  plaoe 
in  the  Legislature  of  the  State  on  the  occarion. 
All  the  speakers,  who  advocated  the  resolations 
which  were  finally  adopted,  distinctly  placed 
them  on  that  legitimate,  constitutional  ground. 
I  need  only  refer  to  the  emphatic  declaratioa 
of  John  Taylor,  of  Carolina,  the  distinguished 
mover  and  able  ohampiim  ot  the  resolutions 
He  said  "the  ^perivas  to  public  opinion; 
if  that  is  against  us,  we  most  yirid."  The  same 
sentiment  was  avowed  and  maintained  by  eveiy 
friend  of  the  rest^ntions  throughout  the  debate. 

Bot,  rir,  the  reri  intentions  and  policy  of 
Vii^;inia  were  proved,  not  by  declarations  and 
speeches  merely,  but  by  facts.  If  there  ever 
was  a  law  odious  to  a  whole  people  by  its  daring 
violation  of  the  fundamentri  guaranties  of  pub- 
Ho  liberty,  the  freedom  of  speech  and  freedinn 
of  the  press,  it  was  the  sedition  law  to  the  peo- 

Sle  of  Virginia.  Yet,  amid  ril  this  indignant 
issatisfaction,  after  the  solemn  protest  <tf  the 
legislature  in  *98,  and  the  renewri  of  that  protest 
in  *99,  this  moat  ofioos  and  arbitrary  law  was 
peaceaUy  carried  into  exeontim  in  the  oiq^tal 
of  the  State,  by  theproseontion  andpuniahnMnt 
of  Orilender,  who  was  fined  and  imprison«id  for 
daring  to  canvass  die  conduct  of  onr  public  moi, 
(as  Lyon  and  Cooper  had  been  risewhere,)  «m 
was  still  actually  imprisoned  when  the  L^psla- 
ture  assembled  in  December,  1800.  Notwith- 
standing the  excited  sensibility  of  the  public 
mind,  no  popular  tumult,  no  legidative  inter- 
ference, distarbed,  in  any  manner,  tiie  full  and 
peaceable  execution  the  law.  The  Senate 
will  excuse  me,  I  trust,  for  calling  their  atten- 
tion to  a  most  forcible  commentary  <m  the  tnie 
ohaneter  of  tlie  Viqinia  piooeedii^  of  *98  and 


Digitized  by 


Fkdbdabt,  1888.] 

*99,  (as  illustrated  in  this  transaction,)  which 
was  contained  in  the  official  communicatioa  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  then  Governor  of  the  State,  to 
the  Legtslfttore,  at  its  assembling  in  December, 
1800.  After  referring  to  the  distribntion  which 
had  been  ordered  to  be  made  among  the  people 
of  Hr.  Madison's  celebrat«d  report  of  *M,  he 
Bays :  In  oonneotion  with  this  «algect,  it  is 
proper  to  add,  that^  since  your  last  seasion,  the 
aedition  law,  one  of  the  acts  oompldned  of,  has 
been  carried  into  effect  in  this  oommonwealth 
hj  the  decision  of  a  federal  ooart  I  Dotioe  this 
event,  not  with  a  view  of  eensnring  or  criticiz- 
ing it.  The  transaction  has  gone  to  the  world, 
and  the  impartial  will  jndge  of  it  as  it  deserves. 
I  notice  it  for  the  purpose  of  remarking  that  the 
decision  was  execQted  with  the  same  order  and 
tranquil  submisuon  on  the  part  of  the  [>eopIe,  as 
conld  have  been  shown  by  them,  on  a  similar 
oocasion,  to  any  the  most  necessary,  constitu- 
tionalf  and  popular  acta  of  the  Uovernment" 
"  The  General  Aaaembly  and  the  good  people  of 
this  commonwealth  have  aoqoitted  them  selves 
to  their  own  oonsoienoes,  aiw  to  their  brethren 
In  America,  in  support  of  a  oaose  which  they 
deem  a  national  one,  by  the  stand  which  they 
made,  and  the  sentiments  they  expressed  of 
these  acts  of  the  General  GoTemment;  bnt 
they  have  looked  for  a  change,  in  that  respect, 
to  ft  change  in  the  public  oplnioD,  which  onght 
to  be  free,  not  to  measures  of  violence,  disoord, 
and  disunion,  which  they  abhor." 

It  is  thus,  sir,  that  the  men  of  *98  and  *9g 
then  understood  their  own  proceedings,  and 
that  l^e  honored  few,  who  survive,  still  under- 
stand them.  Let  ns  now,  sir,  look  at  the  lan- 
guage of  tUe  proceeding*  tbeouelves,  and  see  if 
that  fwrly  warrants  any  i^her  eonatniotion. 
The  proceedings  of  the  Legidatnre  <rf  Virginia 
In  '98  consisted  of  a  series  of  rMolntions,  eight 
In  number.  The  Uiird  reMlad<Hi,  which  is  the 
one  that  has  been  most  frequently  appealed  to, 
asserts  the  right  of  the  States,  as  parties  to  the 
compact,  in  cases  of  a  deliberate,  palpable,  and 
dangerous  exercise  by  the  General  Government 
of  powers  not  granted  by  the  compact,  "  to  in- 
terpose for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil, 
and  for  maintaining,  within  th^r  respective 
limits,  the  aathorities,  rights,  and  liberties, 
appertaining  to  them.'*  The  seventh  resolutifm, 
uter  expressing  the  warm  flttni*hmftnt  a£  the 
people  of  Virginia  to  the  Union  and  the  oonati- 
todon,  vrooeeds :  "  The  General  Aasembly  doth 
solemnly  appeal  to  the  Uke  dispodtiona  in  the 
other  States,  in  oonfidence  that  they  will  ooncor 
with  tliis  commonwealth  in  declaring,  as  it 
does  hereby  declare,  ihat  the  aola  aforesaid  "  (the 
alien  and  sedition  acta)  are  onoonstitutional, 
and  that  the  neeessaiy  and  proper  measures 
will  be  taken  by  each  for  oo-<^ra^ng  with  this 
State  In  maintaining  unimpaired  the  aathorities, 
ri^ts,  and  liberties  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
speotively  or  to  the  people."  Now,  sir,  it  is  a 
randamental  rale  of  intwpretotlon,  In  rei^rd  to 
Bota  and  docamrata  of  eveiy  deaoriptioD,  thiU, 
in  cfder  to  arrive  at  their  true  sense  andmeao- 
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ing,  the  whole  most  be  taken  together ;  the 
pnrts  must  be  construed  in  reference  to  each 
otlier.  The  two  resolutions  just  cited,  then, 
must  be  considered  in  connection  with  each 
other.  The  former  asserts  the  right  of  the 
States  to  interpose  for  maintaining  the  authori- 
ties, rights,  and  liberties  appertaining  to  the 
respective  States.  Bnt  in  what  manner,  by 
what  measutea,  are  these  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  States  to  be  m^ntained  ?  The  latter  of  tiie 
two  resolutions  gives  the  answer :  "  by  neces- 
sary and  proper  measures  to  be  taken  by  each 
for  co-operauDg  with  Vii^nia  in  maintaining 
unimpaired  the  authorities,  rights,  and  liberties 
reserved,"  &c.  The  measures  were  to  be  not 
only  necessary  and  proper,  but  such  as  admitted 
of  co-operation ;  measures  to  be  "  taken  by 
each  for  oo-operating  with  Virginia  in  main- 
tuning,"  &c.  This  language  obviously  ex- 
cludes all  measures  which  have  their  full  and 
complete  efflect  within  the  limits  of  the  respec- 
tive States.  Kentucky  oould  not,  for  example, 
co-operate  with  Vir^ia  in  an  act  by  which 
Virginia  should  nullify  a  law  irf  the  TTnited 
States  within  her  own  limits ;  because,  there, 
the  measure  would  receive  its  full  and  complete 
efi^  by  the  separate  and  independent  action  of 
Virginia.  Such  measures,  therefore,  most  have 
been  contemplated  by  the  resolutions  of  Vir- 
ginia, as,  although  adopted  separately  by  each 
of  the  States  in  uie  inception,  were  yet  to  have 
their  final  efTect  beyond  their  respective  limits, 
in  being  directed  to  a  common  object,  for  the 
attainment  of  which  the  States  conld  co-operate 
with  each  other.  That  otyect  in  the  case  of 
the  alien  and  sediticn  acts,  was  the  repeal  of 
the  obnoxiona  laws;  and  the  measures  by 
which  it  was  to  be  sought  were  to  he  legislative 
protests  against  their  nnoonstitntioniUity,  in< 
strnctions  to  the  representatives  of  the  States 
in  Oongress,  direct  remonstrance  to  Congress, 
and  8a<ui  other  modes  of  interposition  as  might 
be  demned  most  eligible  to  bring  the  public 
opinions  of  the  States  to  bear,  with  united 
weight,  on  the  councils  of  the  Union. 

The  important  question  which  has  arisen  on 
the  Virginia  resolutions  of  '98,  is  not  what 
modes  of  redress  might  be  justiSable  in  extreme 
coses,  and  on  the  principles  of  natural  right, 
but  what  measures  of  State  interposition  were 
deemed  to  be  oonnstent  with  tlie  constitution 
itself.  Besides  the  evidence  on  this  pcnnt  fur- 
nished by  a  pr<n>er  attention  to  the  resolutions 
tiiemselves,  as  just  explained,  the  question  is 
conclusively  settled  by  the  subsequent  report 
of  '99,  which  is  known  to  have  been  drawn  by 
the  pen  of  Mr.  Madison,  then  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  as  the  previous  resolutions 
of  '98  were  also  from  him,  though  he  was  not 
then  a  member  of  that  body.  The  report,  in 
reviewing  that  part  of  the  Yth  resolution  already 
cited,  which  refers  to  the  necessary  and  proper 
measures  to  be  taken  by  the  States  for  co-oper- 
ating with  each  other  in  maintaining  tiieir 
rights,  specifies  the  various  measures  of  tliat 
sort  wbieb  are  deemed  to  be  "  within  the  limits 
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of  the  coDBtitatioQ."  After  insisting  that  a 
declaration  hj  a  State  Legislature  of  thenncon- 
atitntionality  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  an  ap- 
peal to  otlier  States  to  concur  in  the  declaration, 
18  a  measure  of  State  interposition  "  within  the 
limits  of  the  constitution,"  the  report  also  men- 
tions, as  beins  a  like  character,  a  direct  re- 
monstrance of  the  Le^slatnres  of  we  States  to 
Congress,  instractions  to  their  respeotiTe  Sena- 
tors to  propose  an  explanatory  amendment  of 
ths  conatitation,  and  applications  from  them- 
selres  to  Congress  for  the  call  of  a  convention. 
At  the  end  of  this  specification,  the  report  odds : 
"These  several  means,  though  not  equally 
eligible  in  themselves,  nor  probably  to  the 
States,  were  all  constitationally  open  for  con- 
sideration." As  the  occasion  called  for  a  fnll 
exposition  of  the  measures  of  State  interposi- 
tion, deemed  to  be  "  within  Uie  limits  of  the 
o<mstitution,"  the  specification  here  made  mast 
be  considered,  according  to  a  well-known  rule 
of  interpretation,  as-  excdnding  in  the  minds  of 
tiie  writer  and  uiom  who  adopted  the  report, 
all  others  not  specified  from  tiie  class  of  conati- 
tntioni^  modes  of  State  interpontion.  If  there 
be  passages  in  the  report,  or  expressions  in  the 
resolutions,  tlieo,  which  seem  to  contemplate 
other  modes  of  redress  not  resolvable  into 
these,  they  must  be  considered  as  referring 
to  those  extreme  cases  of  governmental  abuse 
or  usurpation,  which  would  justify  a  resort 
to  original  rights,  paramount  to  aU  constitu- 
tions. 

Sir,  it  has  been  sometimes  tauntingly  said, 
that  iJf  ^e  Vir(pnia  resolntions  meant  nothing 
more  than  to  assert  a  right  of  interpontion  on 
the  part  of  tiie  States,  by  declaring  an  act  of 
Congress  nnconstitotioufu,  and  founding  there- 
on appeals  to  the  other  States,  as  well  as  to  the 
General  Government,  the  able  reasoning  of  Mr. 
Madison's  report  was  very  uselessly  expended 
in  mmntaining  a  right  which  no  one  wonld  con- 
test But,  sir,  this  right  was  formally  and  ex- 
plicitly contested  by  all  the  States  which  re- 
turned answers  to  the  resolutiens  of  Virginia, 
with  the  exception  of  Kentucky  only.  Let 
gentlemen  look  at  the  answers  given  by  the 
Legislatures  of  Delaware,  New  Tork,  Connecti- 
cut, Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  New  Hamp- 
slure,  and  Vermont,  and  th^  will  see  that  this 
right  was  boldly  denied  by  them  all ;  that  they 
all  contended  that  the  right  of  iffonoonciiw  on 
the  constitutionality  of  acts  of  the  General  Got- 
emment  was  exclusively  vested  in  the  Federal 
Jndictary;  and  that  a  declaration  by  a  State 
Le^ature,  such  as  Virginia  had  made,  of  the 
nnconstitutionality  of  an  act  of  Congress,  was 
an,  unwarrantable  interference  with  the  consti- 
tnted  authorities  of  the  Union, 

Attempts  have  also  been  made,  sir,  to  decry 
this  right  as  utterly  idle  and  worthless  in  prac- 
tice. I  have  already  had  occasion  to  remark 
that  the  exercise  of  this  right  in  '98  and  '99,  by 
rallying  public  opinion  to  the  true  principles  of 
the  constitution,  and  embodying  its  expressioD 
in  imposing  ozonized  fortMt  was  foimd  ade- 


quate,  not  only  to  correct  the  particniarnsnrpar- 
tions  of  the  alien  and  sedition  acta,  but  to  pro- 
duce an  entire  and  fundamental  revulution  in 
the  administration  of  the  Government.  The 
striking  and  still  prt^ressive  chan^  of  pablic 
opinion  in  various  quarters  of  the  Unitm  on  the 
snlHeet  of  the  tariff,  which  I  have  also  had  qo- 
easion  to  notice,  hew  omtinned  teBtimonj  to 
the  efficacy  of  the  same  constitntionalrememes. 
Sir,  in  a  system  like  ours,  founded  onthemwal 
force  of  public  opinion,  it  is  remedies  of  this 
sort,  I  am  persuaded,  that  will  be  found  most 
effectaal;  while  violent  and  unconstitutional 
modes  of  redress,  like  that  of  South  Carolina, 
will  ever  be  attended  witii  danger  of  reaction^ 
excite  prejudice,  confirm  l^e  olHitinacy  of  pow- 
er, and  raise  up  new  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
relief 

Sir,  I  would  appeal  to  gentlemra  from  the 
Sonth,  who  profess  attachmrat  to  the  constitn- 
tiunal  dootiines  which  are  cherished  in  that  quar- 
ter of  the  Union,  and  ask  when  was  there  erer 
less  occasion  to  d«pair  of  the  mwal  power  and 
ultimate  ascendency  of  a  sound  public  opinion  t 
When  have  more  trimnphs  been  won  for  the 
cause  of  State  rights  and  of  limited  constitntion- 
al  construction,  than  during  the  last  four  years; 
by  the  patriotic  Chief  Magistrate,  in  whom  the 
public  opinion  of  this  country  has  found  a  firm 
and  unflmching  organ!  Has  he  not,  sir,  by  a 
courageous  exercise  of  a  power  which  had  hith- 
erto almost  lain  dormant  in  the  constitution, 
annihilated  the  earliest  encroachment  of  federal 
power?  Has  he  not,  in  like  manner,  arrested 
the  wastefbl  torrent  <j£  pubtto  expenditure  for 
nnoonstitationaloljeatst  AndhaabenotnoblT 
used,  as  he  is  still  mdng^  tiie  high  inflneace  with 
whldi  Hm  oonfldence  of  his  oonntry  has  invesU 
ed  him,  to  relieve  every  portion  of  tluA  conntiy 
from  tJie  burdens  of  uie  unequal  and  txp- 
pressive  system  of  taxation  of  which  we  com- 
plain t  Sir,  I  refer  to  these  topics  witii  no  wish 
to  awaken  any  unpleasant  recollections  of  past 
contests  here  or  elsewhere,but  simply  to  remind 
gentlemen,  who  come  from  that  portion  of  the 
country  where  the  political  principles  to  which 
I  have  alluded  so  generally  prevail,  the  r^id 
prc^ess  which  those  principles  have  made; 
under  the  auspices  of  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
trate, towards  a  settled  ascendency  in  the  pnblio 
councils;  and  to  ask  them  if  there  ever  was  less 
reason  for  the  flriends  of  tiiose  primnplee  to  dis- 
trust the  peaoefhl  ioflnenoe  oi  opimtnt,  and,  by 
fiying  to  extremities  to  hazard  not  only  tiieir 
triumph,  but  the  existence  of  oar  instituti<»i 
themselves?- 

I  will  proceed  now,  Mr.  President,  to  stat& 
very  briefly,  my  ideas  of  what  we  are  called 
upon  to  do,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
country.  If  we  were  to  separate  without  doing 
something,  and  something  efieotual  too,  to  vin- 
dicate the  despised  authority  of  the  laws,  the 
Government  and  the  Union  would  be  thence- 
forward virtually  dissolved.  Our  oaths  to  sup- 
port the  constitution — our  highest  duties  to  our 
eonntey  (which,  having  a  right  to  e^oal  lawi^ 
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is  entitled  aLso  to  aa  equal  ezecntioD  of  them) 
demand,  at  onr  hands,  proper  and  effectual  pm- 
Tinona  for  the  exeootion  of  the  laws  in  question. 
"itj  plan,  then,  woold  be  eimvij  this :  I  would 
take  op  this  new  code  of  unUificaticni,  I  would 
examine  it  in  all  its  inventioDfl,  and  ^>pl7  to 
every  one  of  ita  devieea  an  effbctaid  eonnterao- 
tion.   Whereas  nnllifioatlon  provides  that  goods 
held  for  the  paTment  of  dnnes  ahall  be  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  collector  or  marshal, 
under  color  of  a  frandulent  process  of  replevin, 
designed  for  the  sole  purpose  of  defeating  the 
laws  of  the  United  State^  I  would  say,  as  the 
bill  now  under  oondderation  sajs,  on  well  set- 
tled principles  of  jorisprudenoe,  that  goods  thus 
in  the  custody  of  the  law  are  irrepleviable,  and 
ahall  be  given  up  only  in  obedience  to  the  order 
or  decree  of  a  court  ^  the  United  States.  Nal- 
lification,  while  it  subjects  officers  of  the  United 
States  to  heavy  penalties  and  damages  for  dis- 
ofaarring  tbfiir  ffiitie%  provides  that  all  oontro- 
Temea  dvil  or  criminal,  which  may  arise  under 
ita  (ffdinanoe,  shall  be  drawn  exclusively'  to  the 
State  Oonrts,  the  Judges  and  jororaitf  which  are 
to  be  bound  by  a  solemn  oath  to  carry  the  or- 
dinance into  ezeontioD,  prohibits,  under  high 
penal^es,  appeals  from  their  decisions  to  the 
courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  forbids,  in  like 
manner,  the  furnishing  of  any  copy  of  a  record 
to  prosecute  such  on  appeaL   These  provisions 
also  should  be  effiectnaJly  counteracted.  The 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States,  which  is 
ezpresdy  declared  to  extend  to  all  cases  in  law 
or  equity  arising  under  tha  ctmstitution  or  taws 
nS  the  United  States,  .would,  indeed,  be  a  mis- 
chievona  moekeiy  if  it  eonld  not  be  made  to 
reach  eases  of  thu  deeeriptiui.  I  wonid,  there- 
fore, declare,  as  the  bill  declares,  that  the  juris- 
diction of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
shall  extend  to  all  coses  arising  nnder  the  rev- 
enue laws  of  the  United  States;  that  all  suits 
or  controversies  of  tliat  oharaotor  may  be  re- 
moved, aa  the  third  section  of  the  bill  provides, 
from  the  Stato  to  the  United  States  courts  on 
the  petition  of  the  defendant ;  and  that  if  a  copy 
of  the  record  be  refused,  it  may  be  supplied  by 
other  means  or  secondaiy  evidence.   In  regard 
to  those  otanses  of  the  bill  which  proviik  for 
the  removal  of  the  cnstom-huuse,  as  has  been 
signifit^atly  and  properly  said,  out  of  barm's 
way,  and  for  requiru^  payment  oi  dntiea  in 
eadi,  dedocting  iotereet,  where  itisi^prehend- 
ed  that  the  payment  o«  the  bonds  woold  be 
sought  to  be  prevented^  and  thus  cutting  off  in 
thur  source  controversies  of  a  very  delicate  and 
dangerous  character,  they  are  oonedved  in  a 
laudable  spirit  of  peace,  and  I  can  see  no  well- 
founded  objection  to  them.   The  provisions  are 
in  general  terms,  applying  alike  to  all  portions 
of  the  conntjy,  in  case  of  unlawful  obstructions 
to  the  collection  of  the  revenne.  Whenever 
sod  wherever  anoh  obstmctions  shall  arise,  the 
law  applies  its  remedy.       in  point  of  fact,  it 
should,  at  present,  apply  to  South  Carolina 
only,  the  fault  will  be  nera^  in  imposing  unlaw- 
ftd  ebstruotiona  which  exist  nowhere  else,  and 


not  that  of  the  law,  which  is  equal  and  general 
in  ita  proviuons. 
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Kr.  CuHoof  aaid^  having  now  corrected  oome 
of  tiie  prominent  misrepresentations  as  to  the 
nature  of  this  controversy^  and  given  a  rapid 
sketoh  of  the  movement  of  the  Stato  in  reference 
to  it,  he  would  next  proceed  to  notice  aome ' 
objections  connected  with  the  wdinance  and 
the  proceedings  nnder  it. 

The  first  and  most  prominent  of  these  is  di- 
rected against  what  is  called  the  test  oath, 
which  an  effort  has  been  made  to  render  odious. 
So  far  from  deserving  the  denunciation  which 
had  been  levelled  agunst  it,  he  viewed  this  pro- 
vision of  the  ordinance  as  but  the  natural  result 
of  the  doctrine  entertained  by  the  State,  and 
the  position  which  she  oocnpies.   The  people 
of  that  State  believed  that  the  Union  is  annum 
of  States,  and  not  of  individuals ;  that  it  vaa 
formed  by  the  States ;  and  that  the  citizens  of 
the  several  States  were  bound  to  it  through  the 
acts  of  their  several  States;  that  each  State  rat- 
ified the  constitntion  for  itself  and  that  it  was 
only  by  such  ratification  of  a  State  that  any  ob- 
ligation was  imposed  upon  the  citizens.  Thus 
believing,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  people  of 
Carolina  that  it  belonged  to  tlie  Stato  which 
had  imposed  the  obligation  to  declare,  in  the 
last  resnl,  the  extent  of  that  obligation,  as  Use 
as  her  wtizens  were  concerned ;  and  tbia,  npon 
the  plain  prindples  which  exist  in  iJl  analogous 
eases  of  compaot  between  sovereign  or  political 
l>odiea.    On  this  prindple,  the  people  of  tiie 
State,  acting  in  their  sovereign  capacity  in  con- 
vention, precisely  as  they  bad  adopted  their 
own  and  the  federal  constitutions,  had  declared, 
by  the  ordinance,  that  the  acts  of  Congress 
which  had  imposed  duties  under  the  authority 
to  lay  imposts,  were  acts,  not  for  revenne,  as 
intended  by  the  constitution,  but  for  protection, 
and  therefore  null  and  void.   The  ordinance, 
thus  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  them- 
selves acting  as  a  sovereign  o(»nmunity,  was,  to 
all  intents  and  parpoBe&  a  part  of  tiie  oonstitn- 
tion  of  the  Stato;  ana  thongh  of  a  peculiar 
character,  was  as  obligatory  on  the  cdtisuis  of 
that  State  as  any  portion  of  the  constitntion. 
In  prescribing,  then,  the  oath  to  obey  tiie  oi^- 
nance,  no  more  was  done  than  to  prescribe  an 
oath  to  obey  tiie  constitution.   It  was,  in  fact, 
but  a  particular  oath  of  allt^ance,  and  in  every 
respect  similar  to  that  which  is  prescribed  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  be  ad- 
ministered to  all  officers  of  the  State  and  Federal 
Governments ;  and  was  no  more  deserving  the 
harsh  and  bitter  epithets  which  had  been 
heaped  upon  it,  than  that  or  any  similar  oath. 

It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that,  according 
to  the  opinion  which  prevailed  in  Carolina,  the 
right  of  radstance  to  the  nnconstitntional  laws 
of  Gfrngreas  bekmga  to  the  State,  and  not  to  her 
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individual  citizens;  and  that,  thoogh  the  latter 
tDi^,  in  a  mere  qaestion  of  meum  and  tuum, 
reaut,  tiiron^  the  courts,  an  anconetitatitmal 
moroadmient  nptHi  their  rights,  yet  the  final 
stand  asainBt  nauqiation  rests  not  with  them, 
bnt  wiUi  Ihe  State  of  which  the^-  are  members  i 
and  that  saoh  act  of  resistance  hj  a  State  binds 
the  consdenoe  and  allegiance  of  the  <^tizeQ.  Bnt 
there  appeared  to  be  a  general  miaapprehension 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  State  had  acted 
nnder  tliis  part  of  the  ordinance.  Instead  of 
sweeping  every  officer,  by  a  general  proscription 
of  the  minority,  as  has  been  represented  In  de- 
bate, as  far  as  the  knowledge  of  Ur.  0.  extends, 
not  a  dngle  individual  had  been  removed.  The 
State  had,  in  fact,  acted  with  the  greatest  ten- 
derness, all  oironmstances  conridered,  towards 
ritizens  who  diffiared  from  the  tatiod^;  and, 
in  that  spirit,  had  Greeted  the  oath  to  be  ad- 
nUnistered  only  in  oases  of  some  offimal  act  di- 
rected to  be  performed,  in  which  obedience  to 
the  ordinance  was  inToIved. 

It  had  been  fbrther  objected  that  the  State 
had  acted  precipitately.  What)  precipitately  I 
after  making  a  strwaoos  resUtance  for  twelve 
years,  by  discassion  here  and  in  the  other  House 
of  Congress;  by  essays  in  all  forms;  by  reso- 
Intiona,  remonstrances,  and  protests  on  the  psrt 
of  her  Legistatnre ;  and,  finally,  by  attempting 
an  appeal  to  the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  f  He  ssid  attempting,  for  th^  had  been 
prevented  from  bringing  the  qnesUon  fUrly  be- 
fore tiie  conrt,  and  uiBt  by  an  act  ctf  that  T«y 
m^ority  in  Congress  which  now  opbndd  -them 
for  not  makmg  that  appeal;  of  that  majority, 
who,  on  a  motion  of  one  of  the  members  intiie 
other  House,  from  South  Cto»lina,  refused  to 
give  to  the  act  of  1828  ita  true  title,  that  it  was 
a  protective,  and  not  a  revenue  act  The  State 
has  never,  it  is  true,  relied  upon  that  tribunal 
the  Supreme  Court,  to  vindicate  its  reserved 
rights ;  yet  they  have  always  considered  it  as 
an  auxiliary  means  of  defence,  of  which  they 
wooM  ^adly  have  availed  themselves  to  test  the 
oonstitntiouality  of  protection,  had  they  not 
been  deprived  of  the  means  at  doing  so  by  the 
act  of  the  majority. 

Not  withstancUng  this  long  deh^  of  more  than 
ten  years,  under  this  oontinned  enoroachment 
of  the  GovemmMit,  we  now  hear  it  on  sit  mdes, 
by  friends  and  foes,  gravely  pronounced  that 
the  State  has  acted  precipitately — that  her  con- 
duct has  been  rash  1  That  soeh  should  be  the 
language  of  an  interested  majority,  who,  by 
means  of  this  anconstitutional  and  oppressive 
system,  are  annually  extorting  millions  from  the 
South  to  be  bestowed  npo^  other  sections,  was 
not  at  all  snrprising.  Whatever  impedes  the 
course  of  avance  and  ambition  will  ever  be  de- 
nounced as  rash  and  iMreolpitate ;  and  had  South 
Oarolma  delayed  her  resistance  fifty  instead  of  : 
twelve  years,  she  would  have  heud  from  the 
same  quarter  the  tame  langnage;  hat  it  was 
really  surprising  that  Oiose  who  wwe  aafliBring 
in  common  with  herMl^  and  who  have  oon- 
plained  eqoally  loud  of  their  grievaiioes»  who 
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had  pnmonnoed  the  very  acta  which  she  had 
asserted  within  her  limits  to  be  oppressive,  nxt- 
oonstitntional,  and  ruinous,  aftor  so  lon^^  a 
struggle — a  struggle  longer  than  that  which 
preoeoed  the  sepAration  of  theae  States  from  tba 
mother  oomtry — longw  than  the  period  of  the 
Trojan  war — should  now  complain  of  precipi- 
tancy I  Ko,  it  is  not  Carolina  which  has  acted 
precipitately,  but  her  sister  States,  who  hare 
sniFared  in  common  with  her,  that  have  acted 
tardily.  Had  Uiey  acted  as  she  has  done,  had 
they  peifoimed  tiieir  duty  with  equsl  energy 
and  promptness,  our  situation  this  day  woiUd 
be  very  dififerent  from  what  we  now  find  iL 
Delays  are  said  to  be  dang^us,  and  never  was 
the  maxim  more  tme  than  in  the  present  case — 
a  ease  of  monopoly.  It  is  the  very  nature  <^ 
monopolies  to  grow.  If  we  take  finom  oiu  dde 
a  large  pwtitm  of  the  proceeds  of  its  labor,  and 
give  it  to  the  otiier,  the  ride  from  which  we 
mmt  ocmstantly  deea^,  and  tliat  to  which 
we  give  must  prosper  and  inoreaso.  Such  is  the 
action  of  the  protective  system.  It  exacts  frtHU 
the  South  a  large  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  its 
industry,  which  it  bestows  upon  the  other  sec- 
ti<ms,  in  the  shape  of  bounties  to  manufacturers 
and  appropriations  in  a  thousand  forms—  pen- 
sions, improvement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  roads 
and  oanals,  and  in  every  shi^  that  wit  or  in- 
genuity can  devise.  Can  we,  then,  be  surprised 
that  the  principle  of  monopoly  grows,  when  it 
is  so  amply  remunerated  at  the  expense  of  those 
who  support  it  f  And  this  ia  the  real  reason  <tf 
the&ct  which  we  witness:  tiiat  all  acts  for 
I»oteot&m  pass  witb  small  minoritieB,  bnt  sOob 
come  to  be  sustuned  by  great  and  overwhehiir* 
ing  minorities.  Those  who  seek  the  mom^ptdy 
endeavor  to  obt^  it  in  the  most  exdnslve' 
shspe;  and  they  take  care,  accordingly,  to  as- 
sociate only  a  sufficient  number  oi  interests 
barely  to  pass  it  through  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  on  the  pMn  principle  that  the  greater 
the  number  from  whom  the  monopoly  takes, 
and  the  fewer  on  whom  it  bestows,  the  greater 
is  the  advantage  to  the  monopolists.  Acting 
in  this  spirit,  we  have  often  seen  with  what  ex-  f 
act  precision  tiiey  conn.t,  adding  wool  to  wool- 
lens, aasodsting  lead  and  iroo,  feeling  thdr 
way  until  a  bare  m^ority  is  obtained,  when  the 
bill  passes^  connecting  Jnst  as  many  interests  as 
are  sufficient  to  insure  its  success,  and  no  more. 
In  a  short  time,  however^  we  have  invariaUy 
found  that  this  lean  becomes  a  decided  m4orit7, 
nnder  the  certain  operation  which  compels  in- 
dividuals to  desert  the  pursuits  which  tiie  mo- 
nopoly has  rendered  unprofitable,  that  they 
may  participate  in  those  pursuits  which  it  has 
rendered  profitable.  It  is  against  i/iia  dan- 
gerous and  growing  disease  that  South  Carolina 
Has  acted — a  disease  whose  cancenma  action 
would  soon  spread  to  every  part  of  the  ^jsteu, 
had  it  not  been  speedily  arrested. 

The  very  point  at  Isnie  between  the  two  par- 
ties there  wai^  whetiier  noUifloation  was  a 
peaoeftil  and  an  effideoit  remedy  against  an  un- 
oonstitiitlmal  act  of  tlie  General  uovenuneD^ 
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•nd  irbich  might  be  asserted  as  such  through  the 
Atato  tribunufi?  Both  pui.iefl  agree  that  the 
acts  against  which  it  waa  directed  are  aaconsti- 
tational  and  oppreseire.  The  ooDtrover^  was 
only  as  to  the  means  bj  whit^  oar  cidzenB 
mi^t  be  protected  against  the  acknowledged  en- 
dwiohmeQts  on  their  rights.  This  being  the 
point  at  issne  between  the  puties,  and  the  very 
olfject  of  the  majority-  being  an  effident  proteo- 
tion  of  the  mtiiens  throngh  tSie  State  tribonaU, 
the  measores  adopted  to  enforce  the  tvdiiumee 
of  oonrse  receiTed  the  most  deoirive  character. 
We  were  not  children,  to  act  bj  halves.  Yet, 
for  acting  thus  efficiently,  the  State  is  denonnced, 
and  this  bill  reported,  to  orermle,  by  military 
force,  the  civil  tribunals  and  (nvil  process  of  the 
State  I  Sir,  (sud  Mr.  O.,)  I  consider  this  bill,  and 
the  ailments  which  hare  been  urged  on  this 
floor  in  its  support,  as  the  most  trimnphant 
acknowledgment  that  nolllflcation  is  peaceAil 
end  efficient,  and  so  deeply  entrenched  in  the 
prindples  of  oar  er^stem,  that  it  cannot  be  as- 
sailed bnt  by  prostrating  the  oonstitntion,  and 
anbatitnting  the  snpremaoy  of  military  force  in 
Uaa  of  the  anpremaey  of  the  lam.  In  faot,  the 
adTooates  o(  this  Mil  refMe  tiielr  own  ai:gnmeDt. 
They  tell  as  that  the  ordinance  is  nncoiudtn- 
tional,  that  it  infracts  the  eonstitation  of  Sonth 
Carolina;  althoagh  to  him  the  objection  ap- 
pears absurd,  as  it  was  adopted  by  the  very 
anthority  which  adopted  the  constitution  itself. 
They  also  tell  tu  that  the  Supreme  Court  is  the 
appointed  arbiter  of  all  oontroversieB  between 
a  State  and  the  General  Government.  Why, 
then,  do  they  not  leave  this  controversy  to 
that  tribunal  I  Why  do  they  not  confide  to  tiiem 
the  abrogation  of  the  ordinance,  and  the  laws 
made  in  pursuance  of  it,  and  the  asaertion  of 
Uiat  sopremaoy  which  tbey  claim  for  the  laws 
of  Congress  I  The  State  stands  pledged  to  re- 
eost  no  process  of  the  court.  Why,  then,  con- 
fer on  tiie  President  the  extensive  and  unlimited 
powers  provided  in  this  biU  ?  Why  authorize 
him  to  use  military  force  to  arrest  the  civil  pro- 
cess of  the  State  f  But  one  answer  can  be  given. 
That,  in  a  contest  between  the  State  and  the 
General  Governments,  if  the  resistance  be  lim- 
ited on  both  rades  to  the  civil  process,  the 
State,  by  its  inherent  sovereignty,  staDdingnpon 
its  reserved  powers,  will  prove  too  powmbl 
in  soldi  a  oonbOTersy,  and  must  triumph  over 
the  Federal  GoTemment,  sustained  by  its  del- 
egated and  limited  anthority;  and,  in  this  an- 
swer, we  have  an  aoknowleogment  <tf  the  truth 
of  those  great  principles  for  which  the  State 
baa  so  fiimly  and  nobly  contoided. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  the  great  qnea- 
taon  is  now  presented — has  Oongreaa  the  right 
to  pass  this  bill  f — which  he  would  next  proceed 
to  consider.  The  decision  of  this  c^uestion  in- 
rcAves  the  inquiry  into  the  provisrons  of  the 
bilL  What  are  they  t  It  puts  at  the  disposal 
of  the  President  the  army  and  navy,  and 
entire  militia  of  the  coaDtiy.  It  enables  him, 
at  his  pleasure,  to  sut^jeot  every  man  in  the 
Uidled  Btatea^  not  exenpt  from  nulitia  duty, 


to  martial  law;  to  call  him  fh)m  hia  ordinary 
occupation  to  the  field,  and,  under  the  penalty 
of  fine  and  imprisonment  inflicted  by  a  court- 
martial,  to  imbrue  his  hand  in  his  brother's 
blood.  There  is  no  limitation  on  the  power  of 
the  sword,  and  that  over  the  purse  is  equally 
without  restrmnt;  for,  amcHig  tne  extraordinary 
fieatores  of  the  bill,  it  oomtdna  no  fqipropriation ; 
whldi,  under  «dimng  droumstaoeea,  ii  tantar 
mount  to  an  unlimited  appropriatmn.  The 
Piesident  may,  under  Us  ant^rity,  inonr  any 
expenditure,  and  pledge  the  national  faith  to 
meet  it.  He  may  create  a  new  national  debt, 
at  the  very  moment  of  the  tennination  of  the 
former — a  debt  x>f  millions,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  that  section  of  the 
country  whose  dearest  constitutional  rights  this 
biU  prostrates  1 — thus  exhibiting  the  extraordi- 
nai7  spectacle,  that  the  very  section  of  the 
coun^  which  ia  urging  tUs  measure,  and 
earryine  the  sword  of  devastation  against  us, 
are  at  we  same  time  inourrins  a  new  debt,  to 
be  paid  by  those  whose  ri^ts  are  violated; 
while  flioae  who  Sedate  them  are  to  receive 
the  boieflts,  in  the  diape  of  bounties  and  ex- 
penditures. 

The  bill  violates  the  constitution,  plainly  and 
palpably,  in  many  of  its  provisions,  by  authoriz- 
mg  the  Freudent,  at  his  pleasure,  to  place  the 
difEiorent  ports  of  this  Union  on  an  unequal  foot- 
ing, contrary  to  that  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  declares  that  no  preference  should 
be  given  to  one  port  over  another.  It  also  vio* 
lates  the  constitution  by  authorizing  him,  at 
his  discretion,  to  impose  cash  duties  in  one 
port,  while  credit  is  allowed  in  others;  by  en- 
abling the  President  to  regulate  commerce,  a 
power  vested  in  Oenpreas  awne;  and  by  draw- 
ing within  the  jurisdiction  d  the  United  States 
eourts  powers  never  intended  to  be  conferred 
on  them.  Jca  great  as  these  olgections  were, 
they  beoune  inagniflcant  in  the  provMona  of  a 
hill  whidi,  by  a  single  blow,  by  treating  the 
States  as  a  mere  lawless  mass  of  individuals, 
mwtrates  all  the  barriers  of  the  constitution. 
He  would  pass  over  the  minor  considerations, 
and  proceed  direotiy  to  the  great  point.  This 
bill  proceeds  on  tiie  ground  that  the  entire  sov- 
ereignty of  this  oountiy  belongs  to  the  American 
people,  aa  fcarming  one  great  community ;  and 
regards  Uie  States  as  mere  fraotitms  or  counties, 
and  nut  SB  an  integral  part  of  the  Union,  having 
nomiHerijg^  to  renst  the  encroachments  m 
the  Govwnment  tJian  a  county  has  to  resist  tb» 
authraity  of  aState;  and  treating  snch  resist- 
ance as  the  lawless  acts  of  so  many  individuals, 
without  possessing  sovereign  or  political  rights. 
It  has  been  said  that  the  bill  declares  war 
against  South  Carolina.  Ko ;  it  decrees  a  mas- 
sacre of  her  citizens  t  War  has  something 
ennobling  about  iL  and,  with  all  its  horrors, 
brings  into  action  the  highest  qualities,  intelleo- 
tual  and  mcnl  It  was,  perhaps,  in  the  order 
of  Providence  that  it  should  be  permitted  for 
that  Twy  purpose.  Bat  this  bill  declares  no 
war,  ezoaptf  iadeedf  it  be  that  which  savs^M 
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Tage — a  war  not  against  the  community,  but 
the  citizens  of  whom  that  commnnitjr  is  com- 
posed. Bnt  he  regarded  it  as  worse  than  sav- 
age war&re — as  an  attempt  to  take  away  life 
under  the  color  of  law,  without  the  trial  by 
Jury,  or  any  other  safegoard  which  the  consti- 
tation  has  thrown  around  the  life  of  the  <»tizen  1 
It  authorizes  Uie  PreddenL  or  even  hia  deputies, 
when  they  may  suppose  the  lav  to  be  violated, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  court  or  jory,  to 
UU  wiUkOQt  mercy  or  discrimination! 

It  was  s^d  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
[Hr.  Gkohdt]  to  be  a  measnre  of  peace!  Yes, 
sncii  peace  as  the  wolf  gives  to  the  lamb ;  the 
kite  to  the  dove.  Such  peace  &s  Russia  ^ves 
to  Poland ;  or  death  to  its  vidim  I  A  peace, 
by  extinguishing  the  political  existence  of  the 
State ;  by  awing  her  Into  an  abandonment  of 
the  exercise  of  every  power  which  constitutes 
heraEovereigncommunity.  ItistoSouthOaro- 
Una  a  qaestion  of  self-preaemtion;  and  I  pro- 
claim it,  that,  ahoold  this  bill  pus,  amd  an 
attempt  be  made  to  enforoe  it,  it  will  be  reristed 
1^  every  hazard,  evoi  that  of  death  itB6l£  Death 
ia  not  the  greatest  calamity ;  there  are  others 
still  more  terrible  to  the  free  and  brave;  and 
among  them  may  be  placed  the  loss  of  liberty 
and  honor.  There  are  thousands  of  her  brave 
sons  who,  if  need  be,  are  prepared  oheetftally 
to  lay  down  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  State, 
and  the  great  principles  of  constitutional  liberty 
for  which  she  is  contending.  QoA  forbid  that 
this  should  become  necessary!  It  never  can 
be,  unless  this  Government  is  resolved  to  bring 
the  question  to  extremity,  when  her  gallant 
sons  will  stand  prepared  to  perform  their  last 
duty — to  die  noi^. 

I  go  (fuii  Mr.  0.)  on  the  ground  tliat  thb 
oonsUtntion  ww  made  by  the  States;  that 
it  is  a  federal  union  of  the  St^es,  tn  which  the 
several  States  still  retain  their  sovereignty.  If 
these  views  be  correct,  he  had  not  characterized 
the  bill  too  strongly,  which  presents  the  ques- 
tion, whether  they  t>e  or  be  not  He  would  not , 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  that  question  now. 
He  would  rest  it  for  the  present  on  what  he  had 
sud  on  the  introduction  of  the  resolations  now 
on  the  table,  under  a  hope  that  another  oppor- 
tunity woald  be  afforded  for  more  ample  di&< 
enasioQ.  He  would  for  the  present  eoimne  his 
remarks  to  the  objections  which  had  been  rdsed 
to  the  views  whitu  he  had  presented  when  he 
iatrodaced  them.  The  authwibr  of  Luther 
Martin  had  been  adduced  by  the  Senator  firmn 
Delaware,  to  prove  t^at  the  citizens  of  a  State, 
acting  under  the  authority  of  a  State,  were  li- 
able to  be  punished  as  tnutors  by  this  Govern- 
ment. As  eminent  as  Mr.  Martin  was  w  a  law- 
yer, and  as  high  as  his  anthority  might  be  con- 
sidered on  a  legal  point,  be  could  not  accept  it 
in  determining  the  point  at  issue.  The  attitude 
which  he  occupied,  if  taken  into  view,  would 
lessen,  if  not  destroy,  the  weight  of  his  author- 
ity. He  had  been  violently  opposed,  in  con- 
vention, to  the  constitution ;  and  the  very  letter 
ftom  whioh  the  Beutor  has  qnoted  was  in- 
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tended  to  dissnade  Maryland  fh>mits  adt^itioa. 
With  this  view,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  every 
consideration  calculated  to  effect  that  olriect 
should  be  ni^^ ;  that  real  objeotions  should  be 
exaggerated ;  and  that  those  having  no  founda- 
tion except  mere  plausible  deductions,  should  be 
presented.  It  is  to  this  spirit  that  he  attrihated 
the  opinicHi  ot  Mr.  Martin,  in  lefwoioe  to  tib* 
point  under  ocmdderation.  Bnt  \f  bis  author- 
ity is  good  on  <xie  point,  it  must  be  admitted  to 
be  equdty  so  on  another.  If  his  opini<Hi  be  anf- 
ficient  to  prove  that  a  dtizen  of  the  State  msnr 
be  punished  as  a  traitor  when  actxag  under  at 
legiance  to  the  State,  it  is  also  snfiBoient  to  show 
that  no  authority  was  intended  to  be  given,  ia 
the  constitution,  for  the  protection  of  manufac- 
tures by  the  General  Government;  and  that 
the  provision  in  the  constitution,  permitting  a 
Stato  to  lay  an  impost  duty  with  the  consent 
of  Congress,  was  intended  to  reserve  the  ridbt 
of  protootion  to  the  States  themsdves,  and  that 
eaeu  Stato  should  protect  its  own  industry. 
Assuming  lus  opiniim  to  be  of  equal  anihori^ 
on  both  points,  how  embarrassing  woold  be  the 
attitude  in  which  it  would  ^daoe  Uta  Senator 
from  Delaware,  and  those  with  whom  he  was 
acting — that  of  using  tiie  sword  axA  the  tMqronet 
to  enn>rce  the  execution  of  an  anconstitutionisl  act 
of  Congress.  He  must  express  his  surprise  that 
the  slightest  authority  in  &vor  of  ^wer  should 
be  received  as  the  most  conclusive  evidence, 
while  that  whioh  is  at  least  equally  strong  in 
favor  of  right  and  liberty  is  wholly  overlo^ed 
or  rejected. 

But  to  return  to  the  bill.  It  is  said  that  the 
bill  ou^t  to  pass,  because  the  law  mnat  be 
enforced.  The  law  most  be  enforced  I  The 
impraial  edict  must  be  enooted.  It  is  ondw 
saw  swhistiy,  oonohed  in  general  tennaj 
without  looking  to  the  Umitatioiu  whidi  must 
ever  exist  in  the  practical  exercise  of  power,  that 
the  most  cmd  and  despotio  acts  ever  have 
been  covered.  It  was  such  sophistry  as  this 
that  cast  Daniel  into  the  lion's  den,  and  the 
three  innooents  into  the  fiery  furnace.  Under 
the  same  sophistry,  tiie  bloody  edicts  of  Nero 
and  CiJignla  were  executed.  The  law  most  be 
enforced!  Yes,  the  "tea  tax  must  be  exe- 
cuted." This  was  the  very  argument  whidi 
impelled  Lord  North  and  his  administratis 
in  that  mad  career  whidi  forever  separated  ns 
from  tiie  British  crown.  Under  a  dmilar 
sophisivy,  "that  relif^cm  most  be  protected," 
how  many  masBacrea  have  been  peipetratedl 
and  how  many  martyrs  have  been  tied  to  the 
stake?  Vhatl  acting  on  this  vague  abstrao- 
tion,  are  yonprepared  to  enforce  a  law,  without 
considraing  whether  it  be  Just  or  unjust, 
constitntioool  or  unoonstitational  f  Will  you 
collect  money  when  it  is  acknowledged  that  it 
is  not  wanted!  He  who  earns  the  money, 
who  digs  it  from  the  earth  with  the  sweat  of 
his  brow,  has  a  just  titie  to  it  against  the 
universe.  No  one  has  a  right  to  touch  it 
without  his  consent  except  his  Government, 
and  it  only  to  the  extent  of  its  legitimate 
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wants.  To  take  more  Is  robbery;  and  jon 
propose  by  this  bill  to  enforce  the  robbery  by 
murder.  Tea,  to  this  resnlt  yon  mast  come  by 
this  miserable  sophistry,  this  vagne  abstraction, 
of  enforcing  the  law  withont  a  regard  to  tbe 
ftct  whether  the  law  be  jnst  or  m^nat,  oon- 
sdtntiooal  or  mconatitntional. 

In  tbe  same  spirit  we  are  UHi  that  the 
Union  mnat  be  preserved,  without  regard  to  the 
means.  And  now  is  It  wcqpoaed  to  preserve 
tha  Dnkm  I  Br  fbroe  I  Does  any  man  in  his 
senses  believe  uiat  this  beanUftil  atmctare,  this 
harmonlons  aggregate  of  Btatea  prodnced  by 
the  joint  consent  of  all,  can  be  preserved  by 
force?  Its  very  introdaotion  will  be  certain 
destmetion  of  this  Federal  Union.  Ko,  no; 
yon  cannot  keep  the  States  united  in  their 
constitutional  and  federal  bonds  by  force. 
Force  may,  indeed,  hold  the  parts  together; 
bat  sQcb  anion  woald  be  the  bond  between 
master  and  stave ;  a  onion  of  exaction  on  one 
side,  and  of  unqaalified  obe^ence  on  the 
other.  That  obedience  which,  we  are  told  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Kr.  Wileiks,] 
is  Uie  Dniml  Yea,  exaction  on  the  side  <n 
tbe  mastM- ;  for  this  very  bill  is  intended  to 
collect  what  can  be  no  longer  called  taxes, 
(the  Tolantary  eontribation  of  a  free  people,) 
bat  tribate,  tribute  to  be  collected  under  the 
months  of  the  cannon  I  Yoar  custom-honse 
is  already  transferred  to  a  garrison,  and  that 
garrison  with  its  batteries  turned,  not  against 
the  enemy  of  your  country,  but  on  subjects, 
(I  will  not  say  citizens,)  on  whom  you  propose 
to  levy  contributions.  Has  reason  fl^  irom 
our  borders  I  Have  we  ceased  to  reflect  ?  It 
is  madness  to  suppose  that  the  Union  can  be 
preserved  by  force.  I  tell  yon  pUdnly  that  the 
Dill,  ebould  it  pass,  cannot  be  enforced.  It 
will  prove  only  a  blot  upon  your  statute  book, 
a  reproach  to  the  year,  and  a  disgrace  to  the 
American  Senate.  I  repeat  tbat  it  will  not  be 
executed;  it  will  rouse  the  dormant  spirit 
of  the  people,  and  open  their  eyes  to  tbe 
approficb  of  despotism.  The  country  has  sunk 
into  avarice  and  political  corruption,  from 
which  nothing  could  arouse  it  but  some 
measure,  on  this  part  of  the  Government,  of 
folly  and  madness,  each  as  tbat  now  under 
consideration. 

Disgniae  it  as  yon  mi^,  the  controversy  is 
one  between  power  and  liberty ;  and  he  would 
tell  tbe  gentlemen  who  are  opposed  to  him, 
tiiat,  B^ng  as  might  be  the  love  of  power  on 
th^  nde,  the  love  of  liberty  is  still  stronger 
on  ours.  History  fiimishes  many  instances  of 
similar  strng^ea,  where  the  love  of  liberty 
has  prevailed  against  power,  under  every 
disadvantage;  and,  among  them,  few  more 
striking  than  tbat  of  our  own  revolution ; 
where,  strong  as  was  the  parent  country,  and 
feeble  as  were  the  colontes,  yet,  under  tbe 
impulse  of  liberty  and  tbe  blesMDg  of  God, 
they  gloriously  triumphed  in  the  contest. 
There  were,  indeed,  many  and  striking  analogies 
between  that  and  the  present  controversy; 
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they  both  ori^nated  substantially  in  the  same 
cause,  with  this  difference,  that,  in  the  present 
case,  tbe  power  of  taxation  is  converted 
into  that  of  relating  industry;  in  that,  the 
power  of  r^ulating  industry,  by  the  regulation 
of  commerce,  was  attempted  to  be  converted 
into  the  power  of  taxation.  Were  he  to  trace 
the  analogy  ftirther,  we  would  find  that  the 
pervution  of  the  taxing  power,  in  one  oase, 
baa  given  preolaeily  the  same  control  to  the 
northern  aeoUm  over  the  Indnatry  of  the 
southern  section  of  the  Union,  which  the 

giwer  to  regulate  commerce  gave  to  Great 
ritain  over  the  indnatry  of  the  colonies ;  and 
tbat  the  very  articles  in  which  tbe  colonies 
were  ^remitted  to  have  a  free  trade,  and  those 
in  which  the  mother  conntry  had  a  monopoly, 
are  almost  identically  the  same  as  those  under 
which  .^fae  Southern  States  are  permitted  to 
have  a  free  trade  by  the  act  of  1882,  and  of 
which  tbe  Northern  States  have,  by  tbe  same 
act,  secured  a  monopoly ;  the  only  difference  is 
in  the  means.  In  the  former,  the  colonies 
were  permitted  to  have  trade  with  all 
oonntnea  south  of  Gape  Finisterre,  a  cape  in 
the  northern  part  of  Spain ;  while  north  of 
that  the  trade  of  the  colonies  was  protubited, 
except  through  the  mother  country^  by  means 
of  her  commercial  reguIationB.  If  we  com- 
pare the  products  of  the  country  north  and 
south  of  Gape  Finisterre,  we  will  find  them 
almost  identical  with  the  list  of  the  protected 
and  unprotected  articles  contuned  in  the  act 
of  last  year.  Nor  does  the  analogy  terminate 
here.  The  very  ailments  resorted  to  at  the 
commencement  of  tbe  American  revolution, 
and  the  measures  adopted,  and  the  motives 
assinied  to  bring  on  that  contest,  (to  enforce 
the  lawj)  are  almost  identically  the  same. 

Mr.  G.  said  that,  in  reviewing  the  ground 
over  which  he  had  passed,  it  would  be 
apparent  that  the  question  in  controversy 
involved  that  most  deeply  important  of  all 
political  questions,  whether  ours  was  a  federal 
or  a  consolidated  government — a  qnestion 
on  the  decision  of  which  depends,  as  he 
solemnly  believed,  tbe  liberty  of  the  people, 
their  happiness,  and  the  place  which  we  are 
destined  to  bold  in  tbe  moral  and  intellectual 
scale  of  naUons.  Never  was  there  a  contro- 
versy in  which  more  important  consequences 
were  involved,  not  excepting  that  between 
Perna  and  Greece,  deeded  b;r  the  battles  of 
Marathon,  Flatea,  and  Salamia,  which  gave 
ascendency  to  the  genins  of  Europe  over  that 
of  Asia,  and  which,  in  its  oonsequenoea,  has 
continued  to  affect  the  destiny  of  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  world,  even  to  this  day.  There 
IB,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  often  close  analo^es  between 
events  ^parently  very  remote,  which  is 
strikingly  illustrated  in  this  case.  In  the 
great  contest  between  Greece  and  Persia, 
l)etween  European  and  Asiatic  polity  and 
civilization,  tbe  very  questions  between  tbe 
federal  and  consolidated  form  of  government 
was  involved.  The  A^atio  Governments,  from 
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ttie  remotest  t^me,  yfith  some  exceptioos  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  the  Ke^terraneaHf  have  been 
based  on  the  priuuiple  of  oonsoUdation,  which 
considers  the  whole  community  m  but  a  unit ; 
and  consolidates  its  povers  in  a  oentral  point. 
The  opposite  principle  has  prevailed  in  Europe 
Greece,  throt^out  all  her  States,  waa_  based 
on  a  federal  system.  All  were  united  in  one 
common  but  loose  bond,  and  the  Qovemments 
of  the  several  States  partook,  for  the  most 
part,  of  a  complex  organization,  which  distrib- 
uted political  power  among  different  members 
of  the  community.  The  same  principles  pre- 
vailed in  ancieat  Italy ;  and,  if  we  turn  to  the 
Teutonic  race,  our  great  ance^tors^  the  race 
which  occupies  the  first  place  m  power, 
civilization,  and  science,  and  which  possess  the 
laisest  and  the  fairest  part  of  Earopev  we  will 
find  that  their  Governments  were  oased  on 
the  federal  organization,  as  has  been  dearly 
illustrated  by  a  recent  and  able  writer  on 
the  British  constitution,  (Mr.  Fal^rave,)  from 
whose  writings  he  intrwooed  the  foUowing 
extract: 

"In  this  manner  the  first  eetablislimeat  of  the 
Teutonic  States  was  effected.  They  were  assem- 
bkgea  of  sects,  elana,  and  tribes ;  they  were  con- 
federated hosts  and  armies,  led  on  by  princes, 
loagistrtttea,  and  chieftdns,  each  of  whom  was 
originally  independent,  and  each  of  whom  lost  a 
portion  of  his  pristine  independence  in  proportion 
la  he  and  his  compeers  became  united  under  the 
si^Kemacy  of  a  sover^gn,  who  was  saperindueed 
iratm  the  State  first  ai  a  military  comnuuider,  and 
afterwards  as  a  king.  Yet,  notwithstawUng  this 
political  connection,  each  monber  of  the  State  con- 
tinued to  rettin  a  condderable  portion  of  the  rights 
of  sovereignty.  Erery  ancient  Teutonic  monarchy 
must  be  cooBldered  as  a  federation;  it  is  not  a 
unit,  of  which  the  smaller  bodies  poUUc  therein 
contained  are  the  fractions,  bat  they  are  the  in- 
tegers, and  the  State  is  the  mnltiple  which  resolts 
from  them.  Dukedoms  and  counties,  borghs  and 
baronies,  towns  and  townships,  and  shires,  form  the 
kingdom — all,  in  a  certain  degree,  strangers  to  each 
other,  and  separate  in  jarisdlctlon,  though  all  obe- 
dient to  the  supreme  executive  authority.  This 
general  descripUim,  tboo^  not  always  strictly  ap- 
pUcabls  in  terms,  is  always  so  substantial] 7  and  in 
efEwt;  and  hence  it  becomes  necessary  to  discard 
the  language  which  lias  been  very  generally  em- 
ployed m  treating  on  the  EogUsh  constitution.  It 
has  been  supposed  that  the  kingdom  was  reduced 
bito  a  regular  and  gradual  subordination  of  gov- 
ernment, and  that  the  various  legal  districts  of 
which  it  is  composed  arose  from  the  divisions  and 
Bubdinsionfl  of  the  country.  But  this  hypotbeus, 
which  tends  greatly  to  peri^x  our  history,  cannot 
be  supported  by  fkct ;  and  instead  of  viewing  the 
constitution  as  a  whole,  and  then  proceeding  to  its 
parts,  we  must  examine  it  synthetically,  and  aa- 
some  that  the  supreme  authorities  of  the  State  were 
created  by  the  concentration  of  the  powers  origi- 
nally  belonging  to  the  members  and  corporations  of 
vhleh  it  IS  composed.** 

He  had  stated,  also,  in  Us  remarlca  on  this 
point}  that  there  was  a  striking  analogy  between 
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this  and  the  great  atniggle  between  Ferria  and 
Greece,  which  bad  beeai  dedded  by  the  battlee 
of  ICaratbon,  Flateo,  and  Salamis,  and  which 
had  immortwzed  the  names  of  IDltiades  and 
ThemiBtodea.  Be  had  illastrated  this  aAalogj, 
by  showing  that  centralism,  or  consolidatiou, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  nations  along  the 
eastern  border  of  the  Hediterrauean,  had  been 
the  pervading  principle  in  the  Anatic  Govern- 
ments ;  wliile  the  federal  principle,  or,  what  ia 
the  Borne  in  principle,  that  system  which  otgan- 
izea  a  community  ia  reference  to  its  parts,  had 
prevailed  in  Europe. 

Among  the  few  exceptions  in  the  Aaatio 
nations,  the  Government  of  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israel,  in  its  early  period,  was  the  most  striking; 
Their  Government  at  first,  was  a  mere  confede- 
ration, without  any  central  power,  till  a  military 
chieftain,  with  the  titie  of  King^  was  placed  ^ 
its  bead,  without,  however,  memng  tine  origi- 
nal organization  of  the  twelve  distmcb  tribes^ 
This  was  the  commencement  of  that  central  ao- 
tion  among  that  peculiar  people,  which,  in  three 
generations,  terminated  in  a  permanent  divisiw 
of  their  tribes.  It  is  impossible  even  for  a  care- 
less reader  to  peruse  the  history  of  that  event 
without  being  forcibly  struck  with  the  analogy 
in  the  oanses  whidi  led  to  their  separation  and 
those  which  now  threaten  us  with  a  omilar 
calamity.  WitJb  the  estabUshment  of  tibie  oentral 
power  m  the  King  oommenoed  a  system  of  tax- 
ation, which,  under  King  Solomon,  was  greatly 
increased,  to  defhty  the  expense  of  rearing  the 
temple,  of  enlar^ng  and  embelliabing  Jerusalem, 
the  seat  of  the  oentral  Government,  and  the 
other  profuse  expenditures  of  his  magmficent 
rei^  lacreased  taxation  was  followed  by  its 
natnral  conseanences— disoontent  and  complaint, 
which  before  his  death  b^an  to  excite  resist- 
ance. On  the  succession  ca  his  son,  Behoboam. 
the  ten  tribes,  headed  by  Jeroboam,  demandea 
a  reduction  of  the  taxes;  t^e  temple  being 
finished,  and  the  embellishment  of  Jenualem 
completed,  and  the  money  which  had  been  rused 
for  that  purpose  hemg  no  longer  required ;  or, 
in  other  words,  Uie  debt  being  pud,  they  de- 
manded a  redttctifHi  of  the  duties— #  repMl  of 
the  tariff!  The  demand  was  taken  nndw  con- 
sideration, and,  after  consuItin|[  the  old  men, 
(the  counsellors  of  '98,)  who  edvued  a  redaction, 
he  then  took  the  opinion  of  the  younger  politi- 
cians, who  had  unce  grown  up,  and  knew  not 
the  doctrines  of  their  fathers.  He  hearkened 
nnto  their  counsel,  and  refused  to  make  the  re- 
duction; and  the  secession  of  the  ten  tribes, 
under  Jeroboam,  followed.  The  tribes  of  Jndah 
and  Bemanun,  which  had  received  the  disburse- 
ments,  alone  remained  to  the  house  of  David. 

Bnt  to  return  to  the  point  immediately  under 
ooQsideration.  He  knew  that  it  was  not  only 
the  opinion  (tf  a  large  m^ority  of  onr  country, 
but  it  ndght  be  said  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
age,  that  the  very  l>eau  ideal  of  a  perfect  Gov- 
ernment was  the  Government  of  a  majority, 
acting  throngh  a  r^resentative  body,  vitbont 
oheok  or  linutation  inks  power;  yetuwexosj 
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test  thu  the(»7  hj  experieooe  and  reason,  we 
will  find  tbaL  so  far  from  being  perfect,  the 
necessary  tenaenoj  of  all  Govemmenta  based 
upon  the  will  of  an  absoldte  majority,  withoat 
coDstituUooal  check  or  limitation  of  power,  is 
to  faction,  cormption,  anarchy,  and  despotism ; 
and  this  whether  the  will  of  the  miyority  be  ex< 
pressed  direetly  through  an  assembly  of  the  peo- 
ple themsdvaa,  or  by  their  representatirea.  I 
know  (said  Kr.  C.)  that  in  ventaring  this  asser- 
tion I  ntter  that  which  is  nopopnlar,  botii 
withinandwithontthese  walls;  bnt,  where tratii 
and  liberty  are  concerned,  snch  coaMderations 
should  not  be  regarded.  He  would  place  the  deci- 
uon  of  this  point  on  the  fsMt,  that  no  QoTerument 
of  thelind,  among  the  many  attempts  which  had 
been  made,  had  ever  endnred  for  a  single  genera- 
tion ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  invariably  expe- 
rienced the  fete  whioh  he  had  assigned  to  them. 
Let  a  single  instance  be  pointed  out  and  he  would 
surrender  bia  opinion.  But^  if  we  had  not  the  aid 
id  experience  to  direct  onr  Judgment,  reason  it- 
self would  be  a  oertain  gniae.  The  riew  whioh 
cmaiders  theoommnidtjaB  amut,  andall  Its  ports 
as  haTiog  a  rimilar  interest,  is  radioally  erro- 
neous. HowoTor  small  the  communis  may  be, 
and  however  homogeneons  ita  interests,  the  mo- 
ment that  Government  is  put  into  operation,  as 
Boon  as  it  begins  to  collect  taxes,  and  to  make 
appropriations,  the  different  portions  of  the  com- 
monity  most,  of  necessity,  bear  different  and 
opponng  relations  in  reference  to  the  action  of 
the  Government.  There  must  inevitably  spring 
up  two  interests — a  direction  and  a  stockholder 
interest ;  an  interest  profiting  by  the  action  of 
the  Oovramnent,  and  interested  in  increasing  its 
powers  and  action;  and  another  at  whose  ex- 

EiDse  the  politiral  machine  is  kept  in  motion, 
e  knew  now  difficult  it  was  to  communicate 
dtstinot  ideas  on  such  a  subject,  through  the 
medium  of  general  propositions,  without  partic- 
ular illustration ;  and,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  distinctly  understood,  though  at  the  hai^rd 
of  being  tediouL  he  would  illustrate  the  impor- 
tant principle  which  he  had  ventured  to  advance 
by  examples. 

Let  us,  then,  suppose  a  small  community  of 
five  persons,  separated  from  the  rest  of  the 
world;  and,  to  make  the  example  strong,  let  us 
suppose  thmi  all  to  be  engaged  in  the  same  pnr- 
■mt^  and  to  be  of  eqaa2  wealth.  Let  ns  further 
suppose  that  they  detennine  to  govern  the  com- 
munity by  the  wiU  of  a  minority ;  and,  to  make 
the  case  as  strong  as  possible,  let  us  suppose 
that  ^e  majority,  in  order  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  Oovemment,  lay  an  equal  tax,  say  of  one 
hnndred  d(dlar&  on  each  individnal  of  thislittie 
community.  Their  treasury  would  contain  five 
hundred  dollars.  Three  are  a  mfyority;  and 
they,  by  supp<»itdoa,  have  contributed  three 
hundred  as  their  poraon,  and  the  other  two, 
(the  minority,)  two  hundred.  The  three  have 
the  right  to  make  the  appropriations  as  they 
may  think  proper.  The  question  is,  how  woald 
the  principle  of  the  absolute  and  unchecked  ma- 
jority operate,  uudw  thsie  dronmstanoe^  in  this 
VobZlL— T 
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litUe  community?  If  the  three  bo  governed  by 
a  sense  of  justice ;  if  they  should  appropriate 
the  money  to  the  ot^ects  for  which  it  was  raised, 
the  common  and  eqoal  benefit  of  the  five,  then 
the  object  of  the  association  would  be  furly 
and  honestiy  effected,  and  each  would  have  a 
common  interest  in  the  Government.  But, 
should  the  minority  pursue  an  oppoute  course, 
should  they  impropriate  the  money  in  a  manner 
to  benefit  uieir  ovn  partionlar  interests  without 
Tcvard  to  tiie  interest  of  the  two;  ^dthatUiey 
wul  so  BctfAnless  there  be  some  efficient  check, 
he  who  best  knows  hnmsn  nature  will  least 
doubt,)  who  does  not  see  that  the  three  and  the 
two  would  have  directiy  opposite  interests,  in 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  GoTemment !  The 
three,  who  contribute  to  the  common  treasury 
but  three  hundred  dollars,  could,  in  fact,  by  ap- 
propriating the  five  hundred  to  their  own  use, 
convert  the  action  of  the  Govemment  into  the 
means  of  making  money ;  and,  of  consec^ueuce, 
would  have  a  direct  interest  in  increasing  the 
taxes.  They  put  in  three  hundred,  and  take 
out  fire ;  that  is,  they  take  back  to  themselres 
sU  that  they  had  put  in ;  and.  In  addition,  that 
which '  was  put  in  by  their  associates ;  or,  in 
other  worda,  taking  taxation  and  appropriation 
together,  they  have  gained,  and  their  associates 
have  lost,  two  hundred  dollars  by  the  fiscal  ac- 
tion of  the  Government.  An  opposite  intereat, 
in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  Govemmukt,  is 
thus  created  between  them ;  the  one  having  an 
interest  in  favor  and  the  other  against  the  taxes ; 
the  one  to  increase,  and  the  other  to  decrease 
the  taxes ;  the  one  to  retain  the  taxes  when 
the  money  is  no  longer  wanted,  and  the  other 
to  repeal  tliem  when  the  ol^eets  which  tiiey 
were  levied  have  been  executed. 

Let  US  now  suppose  this  community  of  five 
to  be  raised  to  twenty-four  individu^s,  to  be 
governed  in  like  manner  by  the  will  of  a  minor- 
ity. It  is  obvious  that  the  same  principle  would 
divide  them  into  two  interests;  into  a  majority 
and  a  minority,  thirteen  against  eleven,  or  in 
some  other  proportion ;  and  that  all  the  conse- 
quences which  ne  had  shown  to  be  applicable 
to  the  small  community  of  five,  would  be  equal- 
ly applicable  to  the  greater ;  the  cause  not  de- 
pending upon  the  number,  but  resulting  neces- 
sarily from  t^e  action  of  the  Government  itselt 
Let  us  now  suppose  that,  instead  of  governing 
themselves  direct^  in  an  assembly  of  Uie  whol& 
without  the  intervention  of  agents,  they  should 
adopt  the  representative  prindple;  and  that, 
instead  of  being  governed  by  a  m^ority  of 
themselves,  they  shoold  be  governed  oy  a  ma- 
jority of  their  representatives.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  operation  of  the  system  would  not  be 
affected  by  the  change;  the  representatives, 
being  respon^ble  to  those  who  choose  them, 
would  conform  to  the  will  of  their  constituents, 
and  would  act  as  they  would  do  were  tiiey 
present  and  acting  for  themsdres;  and  the 
same  conflict  of  interest  which  we  have  shown 
wonld  exist  in  one  oaae  would  equally  exist  in 
the  other.  In  (dther  cas^  the  ineTitable  result 
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voold  b«  a  Bjetem  of  hostile  legislation  on  the 
part  of  the  m^ority,  or  the  stroDger  interest, 
agunst  the  minority,  or  the  ireaker  interest ; 
file  object  of  vhicti,  on  the  part  of  the  former, 
would  be  to  exact  as  maoh  as  possible  from  the 
latter,  whleh  would  neoeMrilTbe  resisted  by  all 
the  means  in  their  power.  Warfare,  by  legia- 
lation,  would  thna  be  commenced  between  the 
IHUties,  with  the  same  object,  and  not  less  hos- 
tile, than  that  which  is  cuiied  on  between  dis- 
tinct and  riral  nations  ^  the  only  distinction 
would  he  in  the  instruments  and*the  mode. 
EnaoUnents,  in  t^e  one  case,  wonld  supply  what 
could  only  be  effected  by  arms  in  the  other; 
and  the  inevitable  operation  would  be  to  engen- 
der the  most  hostile  feelings  between  the  par- 
ties, which  would  immerge  every  feeling  of  patri- 
Otifflu — that  feeling  whi<^  embraces  the  whole — 
and  substitute  in  its  place  the  most  violent  party 
attachment ;  and,  instead  of  having  one  common 
oentre  of  attadbmeut,  around  which  the  affec- 
tions of  the  0(»nmunL^  might  rally,  there  would, 
in  fact,  be  two ;  the  interests  of  the  minority, 
to  which  those  who  oonstitnte  that  m^ority 
wonld  be  more  attached  than  tiiey  would  be  to 
the  whole,  and  that  of  the  minority,  to  which 
they  in  like  manner  would  also  be  more  attach- 
ed than  to  the  interests  of  the  whole.  Faction 
would  tbu.<t  taice  the  place  of  patriotism ;  and, 
with  the  loss  of  patriotism,  corraptton  mnst 
necessarily  follow ;  and,  in  its  train,  anarchy  ; 
and,  finally,  despotism,  or  the  establishment  of 
absolute  power  in  a  ^ngle  individual,  as  a  means 
of  arresting  the  conflict  of  hostile  interests ;  on 
the  [Hinciple  that  it  is  bettw  to  snbmit  to  the  will 
at  a  single  individnal,  who,  by  being  made  lord 
and  master  of  the  whole  community,  wotdd  have 
an  equal  interest  iu  the  protection  of  all  the  parts. 

Let  us  next  suppose  that,  in  order  to  avert 
the  calamitous  train  of  consequences,  this  little 
community  should  adopt  a  written  constitution, 
witii  limitations  restricting  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority, in  order  to  protect  the  minority  against 
the  oppressions  wtiich  he  had  shown  would 
necessarily  result  without  such  'restrictions.  It 
is  obvions  that  the  case  would  not  be  in  the 
slightest  degree  varied,  if  the  minority  be  left 
in.  possession  of  tiie  right  of  judging  exclusively 
of  the  extant  <tf  its  powers,  withont  any  right 
\m  the  part  of  the  imnority  to  enforce  tiie  re- 
strictions  imposed  by  the  constitution  on  the 
win  of  tiie  majority.  The  point  is  almost  too 
diear  for  illnstration.  Notiiing  can  be  more 
certain  tlian  that  when  a  constitation  grants 
power,  and  imposes  limitations  on  the  exercise 
of  tiiat  power,  whatever  interests  may  obtain 
possession  of  the  Government  will  be  in  favor 
of  extending  the  power  at  the  expense  of  the 
limitation ;  and  that,  unless  those  iu  whose  be- 
half the  limitations  were  imposed  have,  in  some 
form  or  mode,  the  right  of  enforcing  tliem,  the 
power  will  nl^utely  anpersede  the  limitation, 
and  the  Government  must  operate  precisely  iu 
tite  same  manner  as  If  the  wUl  of  the  mitjority 
governed  withont  oonatitntion  or  linutation  <a 
power. 


He  had  thus  presented  all  possible  modes  in 
which  a  Government  bound  upon  the  will  of 
an  absolute  m^ority  would  be  modified;  and 
had  demonstrated  that,  in  all  its  forma, 
whether  in  a  nujority  of  the  people,  as  in  a  mere 
democracy,  or  in  a  nu^<Hitj^  of  thur  represen- 
tatives, withont  a  oonstitntioo,  or  with  a  con- 
stitntion,  to  be  interpreted  as  tiie  will. of  tiie 
m^ority,  the  result  wonld  be  the  same — two 
hostile  interests  wonld  inevitably  be  created  bj 
the  action  of  the  Government,  to  be  followed 
by  hostile  legislation,  and  that  by  faction,  cor- 
mption,  anarchy,  and  despotism. 

The  great  and  solemn  question  here  presented 
itself:  Is  there  any  remedy  for  lliese  evilsf  on 
the  decision  of  which  depends  the  qnestion, 
whether  the  people  can  govern  themselves? 
which  has  been  so  often  aaked,  with  so  maoh 
scepticism  and  donbt.  There  is  a  remedy,  and 
:  but  one,  the  effects  of  which,  whatever  may  be 
the  fbrm,  is  to  oi^anize  society  in  reference  to 
this  conflict  of  interests,  which  springs  oat  of 
the  action  of  Government ;  and  which  can  onlj 
be  done  by  {^ving  to  each  part  the  right  of  self- 
protection;  which,  in  a  word,  instead  of  con- 
sidering the  community  of  twenty-four  as  a 
single  community,  having  a  common  interest, 
and  to  be  governed  by  the  single  will  of  an  entire 
minority,  shall,  upon  all  questions  tending  to 
bring  the  parts  into  conflict  the  thirteen  agtunst 
the  eleven,  take  the  will,  not  of  the  twenty -four 
as  a  uoit,  bat  that  of  the  thirteen  and  th^  of 
the  eleven  separately,  the  minority  of  each 
governing  the  parts;  and,  where  they  concur, 
governing  the  whole ;  and  where  they  disagree, 
arresting  the  action  of  the  Oovemment,  Thia 
he  wonla  call  the  concurring,  as  distinct  from 
the  absolute  majority.  It  would  not  be,  as  was 
geuerally  supposed,  a  minority  governing  a 
m^ority.  Iu  either  way  the  number  would  be 
the  same,  whether  taken  as  the  absolnte,  or  as 
the  concurring  minority.  Thua,  the  m^ority  of 
the  thirteen  is  seven,  and  of  the  eleven  six,  and 
the  two  together  make  thirteen,  which  is  the 
m^ori^  of  twenty-four.  But  though  the  num- 
ber is  the  same,  the  mode  of  counting  is  essen- 
tially different ;  the  one  representing  the  strong- 
er interest,  and  the  other  the  weaker  interest 
of  the  community.  The  first  mistake  waa,  in 
snpposing  that  the  Government  of  the  absolute 
nugority Is  the  Government  of  this  people ;  that 
beatt  idMl  of  a  perfect  Government,  which  had 
been  so  enthusiastically  entertained  in  every 
a^  by  the  generous  and  patriotic,  where  civ- 
ilization and  liberty  had  made  the  smallest  prog- 
ress. There  could  be  no  greater  error;  the 
Government  of  the  people  is  the  Government 
of  the  whole  community ;  of  the  twenty-four ; 
the  self-govemmeut  of  idl  the  parts ;  too  perfect 
to  be  r^uoed  to  practice  in  the  present,  or  any 
past  sUu^e  of  haman  society.  The  Government 
of  the  absolute  majority,  instead  of  tiie  Gorem- 
ment  of  the  people,  is  bnt  the  Government  of 
the  strongest  interests ;  and  when  not  efficiuit- 
ly  checkw,  is  tiie  most  t]rrannioaI  and  oppres- 
UTe  tliat  can  be  devlsaa.  Between  thia  ideal 
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poftotioii  on  one  ride^  and  despotism  on  the 
other,  none  other  can  M  dertsed  oat  that  vhich 
WHuidera  aocietj,  in  reference  to  ita  parts,  as 
diffiwently  affected  by  the  action  of  the  Got- 
emment,  and  which  takea  the  aenae  <tf  each 
part  eeparatefy,  and  thereby  the  aense  of  the 
whole  in  the  manner  already  illostrated.* 

Agahurt  the  view  of  oar  system  which  he 
had  presented,  and  the  right  of  tbe  State  to  in- 
terpose, it  was  objected  that  it  wonld  lead  to 
anarchy  and  dissolation.  He  ecmndered  the 
objection  as  withont  the  slightest  fonndation ; 
and  that^  so  far  from  tending  to  weakness  or 
disnnlM,  it  waa  the  Booroe  of  uie  highest  power 
and  ctf  the  strongest  cement.  Nor  waa  its  ten- 
denciy  in  this  req>eot  difficnit  of  explanation, 
Tba  Government  of  an  abaolnte  m^jori^,  nn- 
checked  by  efficient  constitntional  restraint, 
thoagh  apparentiy  strong,  was  in  reality  an  ex- 
ceedingly feeble  Government.  That  tendency  to 
conflict  between  the  parts,  which  he  had  shown 
to  he  inevitable  in  each  GovemmentB,  wasted 
the  powers  of  the  Stete  In  the  hostile  action  of 
contending  factions,  which  left  very  littie  more 
power  than  the  excess  of  the  stnuigth  of  the 
majority  over  the  minority.  Bat  a  Government 
based  apon  the  principle  of  the  coaoorring  ma- 
jority, where  each  grrat  interest  possessed  with* 
in  iteelf  the  meana  of  adf-proteotion,  whldi 
ultimately  reqairea  the  matau  oonsmt  m  all  the 
parts,  necessarily  causes  that  ananimi^  in  conn- 
ael,  and  ardent  attachment  of  all  the  parts  to 
tiie  whole,  which  gives  an  irresistible  energy 
to  a  Government  so  constitnted. 

He  might  ^peal  to  history  for  tlie  tmth  of 
these  remarks,  of  which  the  Roman  Aimished 
the  most  familiar  and  strikinf?.  It  was  a  weU 
Icnown  fact,  tbat,  from  the  expnlsion  of  the  Tar- 
qnins  to  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the 
tribanarian  power,  the  Government  fell  into  a 
state  of  the  greatest  disorder  and  distraction, 
and,  he  might  add,  oormption.  How  did  this 
faappent  The  explanation  will  throw  important 
light  on  the  sntjeot  nnder  oonddun^on.  The 
oommduty  was  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
patricians  and  the  plebeians,  with  the  powers 
of  the  State  principally  in  the  hands  of  the 
former,  withont  adequate  check  to  protect  the 
rights  of  the  latter.  The  resnlt  was  as  might 
be  expected.  The  patricians  converted  the 
powers  of  the  Government  into  the  means  of 
makins  money,  to  enrich  themsdves  and  their 
depen^its.  They,  in  a  word,  had  t^eir  Amer- 
ican system,  growing  ont  of  the  pecnliar  char- 
acter of  the  Government  and  condition  of  the 
country.  This  requires  explanation.  At  that 
period,  aoocnding  to  the  laws  of  nations,  when 
one  nation  ocmqnerad  another,  the  lands  of  the 
vanqali^ed  beunwed  to  the  victim;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  Komaa  law,  the  lands  thoa 
acquired  were  divided  into  parts,  one  allotted 
to  tbe  poorer  class  of  the  people,  and  the  other 
aaugned  to  the  use  of  the  treasory,  of  which 
the  patricians  had  the  distribution  and  adminis- 
tration. The  patricians  abased  their  power, 
by  wlthholdiDg  from  the  people  that  which 


ought  to  have  been  allotted  to  them,  and 
converting  to  their  own  nae  that  which  oagnt 
to  have  gone  to  the  treasnij.  bi  a  word, 
took  to  themselves  the  entire  ^oils  <ii  ywbarjf. 
and  they  had  thns  the  most  powerftil  moHvo 
to  keep  the  State  perpetnally  involved  in  war, 
to  the  ottOT  impoverishnient  and  oppression 
of  the  people.  After  resisting  the  abnse  of 
power  by  all  peaceable  means,  and  the  oppres- 
sion lieeoming  intolerable,  the  |>eopIe  at  last 
withdrew  from  the  city ;  they,  m  a  word,  se- 
ceded; and,  to  indnce  them  to  rennite,  the 
patricians  conceded  to  tbe  plelwians,  as  the 
means  of  proteetingthur  separate  interests,  thft 
very  power  which  lie  oontended  is  neeeanry  to 
protect  the  rights  of  the  States,  bat  which  la  now 
yepresented  as  necessarily  leading  to  disnnicn. 
They  granted  to  the  people  tbe  right  of  diooa- 
ing  three  tribaues  from  among  tbemselves,  whose 
persona  shoold  be  sacred,  and  who  should  have 
the  right  of  interposing  their  veto,  not  only 
against  the  passage  of  laws,  bat  even  agunst  their 
execntion ;  a  power  which  those  who  take  a  shal- 
low insight  into  human  nature  wonld  pronoance 
inconsistont  with  the  sb-ength  and  unity  of  the 
State,  if  not  utterly  impracticable.  Tet,  so 
far  from  that  being  the  effect,  from  that  day 
the  Genius  of  Borne  became  ascendant  and 
victory  followed  her  steps  till  she  had  established 
an  almost  oniversal  dominion. 

Bat  to  return  to  the  General  Government. 
We  have  now  safflcieDt  experience  to  ascertain 
that  the  tendency  to  conflict  in  its  acti<»i  la 
between  soatbem  and  other  aeotions.  The  lat- 
ter, having  a  decided  minority,  must  habitually 
be  possessed  of  the  powers  of  the  Government, 
bom  in  this  and  in  uie  other  Hoose ;  and,  being 
governed  by  that  instinotive  love  of  power  so 
natural  to  tiie  human  breast,  they  must  become 
the  advocates  of  the  power  of  Qovemment,  and 
in  the  same  degree  opposed  to  the  limitations; 
while  tbe  other  and  weaker  aeotion  Is  as  neces- 
sarily thrown  on  the  ride  ai  the  limitattonai 
In  one  word,  the  one  section  is  the  nataral 
guar^an  of  the  delegated  powers,  and  the  other 
of  the  reserved ;  and  the  strng^e  on  the  side 
of  the  former  will  be  to  enlarge  the  powers, 
while  that  on  tiie  opponte  «de  will  be  to  re- 
str^n  them  within  their  constitutional  limits. 
The  contest  will,  in  fact,  be  a  contest  b^weeo 
power  and  liberty,  and  such  he  ccmsidered  the 
present ;  a  contest  in  which  tbe  weaker  section, 
with  its  peculiar  labor,  productions,  and  situap 
tion,  has  at  stake  all  that  can  t>e  dear  to  free- 
men. Should  they  be  able  to  maintain  in  their 
fiill  vigor  their  reserved  ri^ta,  Uberty  and  i)ro»- 
perity  will  be  tbar  portion;  bat  if  they  yieU^ 
and  permit  the  atnmger  interest  to  coiuoUdato 
within  itself  all  the  powers  of  the  Govnument, 
thw  will  its  fkto  be  more  wretohed  than  that 
of  the  aborigines  whom  they  have  expelled- 
or  of  their  staves.  In  this  great  stru^le  be- 
tween tiie  delegated  and  reserved  powers^  so  far 
from  repining  that  his  lot  and  that  of  those 
whom  he  represented  is  oast  on  the  ride 
of  the  latter,  he  rejoiced  that  mah  ia  the  fint  ; 
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for  though  we  p&rtioipate  in  bnt  few  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  GoTernmeHt,  we  are  oompen- 
aated,  and  more  than  compensated,  in  not  beins 
80  mnob  exposed  to  its  oorrnption.  Nor  did 
he  repine  that  the  datjr,  so  diffionlt  to  be  dia- 
chATged,  as  tiie  defence  of  the  reserved  powers 
against,  apperently,  sach  fearful  odds,  had  been 
assigned  to  them.  To  discharge  sQCoessfiiUy 
this  high  dnty  requires  the  highest  qvalities, 
moral  and  intelleotnal ;  and,  ahonld  we  perform 
it  with  a  zeal  and  ability  in  proportion  to  its 
Biagnitiidfl,  instead  of  bdng  mere  Ranters, 
OUT  BBotion  will  beoome  diatiiwDiBhed  fx  its 
patriots  and  stateBmeD.  Bal^  on  the  oUiw  bond. 
If  we  prove  nnwoitby  (tf  this  bigfa  destiny,  if 
weyi^dto  the  steady  encroachment  of  power, 
the  severest  and  most  delusing  calamity  and 
owraption  will  overspread  the  land.  Every 
Boathem  man,  true  to  the  interests  of  his  sec- 
tion, and  ^thfhl  to  the  duties  which  Provi- 
dence has  allotted  him,  will  be  forever  ezdnded 
from  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  this  Gtovero- 
meat,  which  will  be  reserved  for  those  only 
who  have  qaalified  tbonsdves,  by  ixditioal  pros- 
titation,  for  admlaricm  into  tho  Magdalen  Asy- 
loiu. 


Satokdat,  February  16. 

Jievenue  CoUeetum  BiU — KuU^fication. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  oonstderation 

of  tins  bill, 

Mr.  IVkbstkb  said:  The  mntleman  from 
Sonth  Carolina  has  admonished  ns  to  be  mind- 
ful oi  the  opinions  of  those  who  shall  come 
after  us.  We  must  take  our  chance,  sir,  as  to 
the  light  in  which  posterity  will  regard  us.  I 
do  not  decline  its  judgment,  nor  withhold  my- 
mSd  frran  its  sonitiny.  Fe^ng  that  I  am  yet- 
formlng  my  pabUo  duty  witti  dngluMss  of 
heart,  and  to  the  best  of  my  abili^,  I  fiurleBdy 
trust  myself  to  the  oonntry,  now  and  herettFtn', 
and  leave  both  my  motives  and  my  chuaoter 
to  its  dedsion. 

•  The  gentleman  has  terminated  his  speech  in 
a  tone  of  threat  and  defiance  towards  this  bill, 
even  should  it  beoome  a  law  of  the  land,  alto- 
gether unuanal  in  the  halls  of  Congress.  Bat  I 
shall  not  suffiar  myself  to  be  excited  into  warmth 
his  dmunciation  of  the  measure  whioh  I 
support.  Among  the  feelings  which  at  this 
mmneot  fill  my  breast,  not  the  least  is  that  <^ 
r^ret  at  the  poatiou  m  which  the  gentleman 
has  plaoed  hunseUL  Sir,  he  does  huuelf  no 
iostioe.  The  oaose  which  he  has  e^nsed 
finds  no  bftsla  in  the  coostitntifm ;  no  succor 
from  pnbUc  sympathy;  no  bheoing  from  a 
patriotic  eommnnlty.  He  has  no  foothold  on 
which  to  stand}  while  he  might  displt^  the 
powers  of  his  acknowledged  talents.  Every 
tiling  beneath  his  feet  is  hollow  and  treaoher- 
ons.  He  is  like  a  strong  man  straggling  in  a 
morass;  every  eflfort  to  extricate  hiauelf  only 
rinks  him  de^w  and  de^w.  And  I  fear  the 
inanmWanfle may ba carried itill fartfiw'  Ifear 
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that  no  friend  can  saftiy  come  to  his  rdie^that 
no  one  can  approach  near  enough  to  hold  ont 
a  helping  hand,  without  danger  <^  going  down 
himself  also,  into  the  bottomless  d^ths  of  thia 
Serboman  bog. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  declared  that 
on  the  decision  of  the  question  now  in  debate 
may  depend  the  cause  of  liberty  itself.  ■  I  am 
of  the  same  opinion ;  bi^  then,  sir,  the  liberty 
which  I  think  is  staked  on  the  oontest  is  not 
political  liberty,  in  any  general  and  undefined 
character,  bnt  our  own,  weU.nnderstood,  and 
lon^  e^oyed  Amerioan  libwtj. 

Sir,  i  love  liberty  no  leas  ardmfly  than  the 
gentleman,  in  whatever  form  ahe  may  havo 
appeared  in  the  progress  of  human  histcny.  As 
^ibited  in  the  master  states  of  antiquity,  as 
breaking  out  again  from  amidst  the  darkness 
of  the  middle  ages,  and  beaming  on  the  forma- 
tion of  new  oommnnities  in  modem  Europe, 
she  has  always  and  everywhere  oharma  for  me. 
Yet,  Bir,  it  is  our  own  lil>erty,  guarded  by  con- 
stitutions and  secured  by  union ;  It  is  that  liberty 
which  is  oar  paternal  inheritance,  itisonrestab- 
Ushed,  dear-bought,  peculiar  American  liber^, 
to  which  I  am  wiefly  devoted,  and  the  cause  <tf 
which  I  now  mean,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
to  maintain  and  d^and. 

Mr.  Prerident,  if  I  conridered  tiie  oonstita- 
tional  question  now  befrae  as  as  donbtihl  as  it 
is  importantj  and  if  I  supposed  that  tiiis  deoi- 
rion,  either  ta  the  Senate  or  by  the  country, 
waa  likely  to  be  in  any  dmee  infiuenoed  by 
the  manner  in  which  I  might  now  discuss  it, 
this  would  be  to  me  a  moment  of  deep  8<dici- 
tude.  Such  a  moment  has  once  existed.  There 
has  been  a  time,  when,  ri^ng  in  this  place,  on 
the  same  question,  I  felt,  I  must  confesH,  that 
something  for  good  or  evU  to  tiie  constitution 
(Mt  the  oountry  might  depend  on  an  efibrt  of 
mine.  Bat  dronmstances  are  changed.  Since 
that  ^sj.  sir,  the  publio  opinion  has  become 
awakuwd  to  this  great  question ;  it  has  grasped 
it,  it  has  reasoned  upon  it,  as  beoonea  an  intel- 
ligent and  patriotie  eommnnlty;  fludhasaa^ed 
it,  or  now  seems  in  the  progress  of  aettiing  it, 
by  an  authority  which  none  can  disobey — the 
authority  of  the  people  themselves. 

I  shall  not,  Mr.  Prerident,  follow  the  gentie- 
man,  step  by  step,  through  the  course  of  his 
speech.  Much  of  what  he  has  said  he  has 
deemed  necessary  to  the  just  explanation  and 
defence  of  his  own  political  character  and  con- 
duct. *  On  this  I  shall  offer  no  comment.  Much, 
too,  has  oonristed  of  philosophical  remark  upon 
the  general  natore  tx  ptditioal  liberty  and  the 
histoiy  ui  free  institutions ;  and  of  other  topics, 
so  general  in  their  natnre,  as  to  possess,  in  my 
opinion,  only  a  remote  bearing  on  the  immediate 
Bul^ect  of  this  debate. 

But  the  gentieman's  speech  made  some  days 
ago,  u|K>n  introducing  his  resolotims,  those 
r«B(dutionB  themselves,  and  parts  of  the  speech 
now  just  concluded,  may  probably  be  justiy 
regarded  as  oomprisioff  the  whole  South  Oar- 
olitta  dootrina.  That  &ctrii»  it  la  aqy  poipoas 
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BOW  to  eumine,  and  to  oompare  H  with  tiie 
Oonstltation  ttf  tiie  United  StHteeu  I  ahall  not 
consent,  sir,  to  make  any  nev-e(ai8tltBtl<Hi,  or 
to  establidi  another  form  of  gOTenunent.  I 
-will  not  undertake  to  say  what  a  constitution 
for  these  United  States  on^t  to  be.  That  qnes- 
tion  Uie  people  have  decided  for  themselves ; 
and  I  shall  take  the  instrament  as  they  have 
eatabUohed  it,  and  shall  endeaTor  to  m^ttdn 
it,  in  its  plain  sense  and  meaning,  against  opin- 
ions and  notions  which,  In  ray  judgment,  threat- 
en its  Babvernon. 

The  resolotions  introdaced  by  the  gentleman 
were  apparently  drawn  up  with  care,  and 
bron^t  fttrward  upon  deliberation.  I  shall 
not  w  in  danger,  therefore,  of  idsonderstand- 
ing  him,  or  those  who  agree  with  blm,  if  I  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  these  resolations,  and  consider 
them  as  an  anthentic  statement  of  those  o^Hn- 
lons,  npon  tiie  great  oonstitntional  qnestion,  by 
which  the  recent  proceedings  in  Sooth  CuDlina 
are  attempted  to  be  jnstifiea. 

These  resolutions  are  three  in  number. 

The  third  seems  intended  to  eonmerate,  and 
to  deny,  the  Beveral  opinions  ex])reesed  in  the 
President's  proclamation,  respecting  the  natnre 
and  powers  of  this  Qovernment  Of  this  third 
resolQtlon,  I  propose  at  present  to  take  no  par- 
tioular  notice. 

The  first  two  reB<diill<ni8  of  the  honcn-able 
member  affirm  these  proportions,  viz. : 

1.  That  the  political  system  under  which  we 
Htb.  and  ander  which  Oongrem  is  now  assem- 
bled, is  a  compact,  to  which  the  people  of  the 
sevravl  States,  as  separate  and  soTcreign  com- 
munities, arc  the  parties. 

2.  That  these  sOTereign  parties  have  a  ri^ht 
to  jndge,  each  for  itself,  of  any  allied  riolation 
of  the  constitution  by  Oongress;  and,  in  case 
of  such  violation,  to  choose,  each  for  vta^  its 
own  mode  and  measure  of  redress. 

The  first  resolution  declares  that  the  people 
of  the  several  States  "  acceded  "  to  the  consti- 
tution, or  to  tlie  coostitational  oompaet,  as  it 
is  called.  This  word  "accede,"  not  fonnd 
either  in  the  constitution  itself,  or  In  the  ratifi- 
cation of  it  by  any  one  of  the  States,  has  been 
chosen  for  use  here,  doubtless  not  without  a 
well  considered  purpose. 

The  natural  converse  of  accession  is  seces- 
sion ;  and,  therefore,  when  it  is  stated  ihet  the 
people  of  the  States  acceded  to  the  Union,  it 
may  be  more  plausibly  argued  that  they  may 
secede  &om  it.  If,  iu  adopting  the  constitution, 
nothing  was  done  but  acceding  to  a  compact, 
nothing  would  seem  necessary,  in  order  to 
break  it  up,  bnt  to  secede  from  the  same  com- 
pact But  the  term  is  whdiy  oat  of  place. 
Accession,  as  a  word  applied  to  political  asso- 
dations,  implies  coming  into  a  league,  treaty, 
or  enmderaey,  by  one  hitherto  a  stranger  to 
ft;  and  secession  implies  departing  &om  such 
league  or  confederacy.  lite  people  of  the 
Umrod  States  have  used  no  such  ibnn  of  expres- 
sion in  establishing  the  present  GoTemment. 
They  do  not  aay  that  they  aooede  to  a  leagoe, 


but  Oiar  declare  that  tbej  ordain  and  establish 
•  oonstrtntiui.  Bneh  are  the  venr  worda  of  the 
Instniment  itself;  and  in  all  the  States,  without 
an  exception,  the  laognt^  used  by  their  oon- 
ventiotts  was,  that  they  "  ratified  the  constito- 
tion ; "  some  of  them  employing  the  additional 
words  "  assented  to  "  mi  '*  adopted,"  but  all  d 
them  "ratifying."  There  is  more  importance 
than  may  at  first  sight  appear  in  the  introdnction 
of  this  new  word  by  the  honorable  mover  of  these 
resolations.  Its  adoption  and  use  are  indi^ 
pensable  to  miuntain  tiiose  premises  from  whidh 
his  main  oonclnsion  is  to  b«  afterwardi  drawn. 

If,  Mr.  President,  hi  drawiiv  these  reaotn- 
tions,  the  honorable  member  had  ecmflned  Urn- 
self  to  the  use  fXf  oonstitntional  langaage,  there 
would  have  been  e  wide  and  awftd  hiatin  be- 
tween bis  premises  sad  his  conelnsinu.  Lear- 
ing  out  the  words  "  compact "  and  "  accesuon," 
which  are  not  constitutional  modes  of  ezpree- 
sion,  and  stating  the  matter  precisely  as  the 
truth  is,  his  first  resolnticm  would  have  affirmed 
that  the  people  of  the  several  States  ratified 
this  constitution  or  form  of  government.  These 
are  the  very  words  of  South  Oarolina  herself 
in  her  own  act  of  ratification.  Let,  then,  his 
first  resolation  tell  the  exact  truth ;  let  it  state 
the  fact  pecisely  as  it  exists ;  let  it  say  that  the 
people  of  the  several  States  ratified  a  oonstitu- 
tion,  or  form  of  government ;  and  then,  sir, 
what  will  beocmie  of  bis  inference  in  his  aee- 
ond  resolution,  which  is  in  tiieee  words,  viz. : 
**  That  as  in  all  otiier  oases  of  compact  among 
sovereign  parties,  each  has  an  equal  right  to 
Judge  fbr  itself  as  well  of  the  infraction  as  of 
the  mode  and  measure  of  redress ! "  It  is  obvi- 
ous, is  it  not,  sir  t  that  this  conclusion  requires 
for  its  support  quite  other  premises ;  it  requires 
premises  which  speak  of  accession  and  of  com- 
pact between  sovereign  powers,  and,  without 
such  premises,  it  is  altogetiier  unmeaning. 

The  necessary  import  of  the  resolutions^ 
therefore,  is.  that  the  United  States  are  con- 
nected only  by  a  league;  that  it  is  in  the  good 
pleaanre  of  every  State  to  dedde  how  Icmg  she 
win  choose  to  remun  a  member  of  this  league; 
that  any  State  may  determine  tbe  extmt  of  her 
own  obligations  under  it,  and  accept  or  r^eot 
what  shul  be  decided  by  the  whole ;  that  she 
may  also  determine  whether  her  rights  have 
been  violated,  what  is  the  extent  of  the  injuiy 
done  her,  and  what  mode  and  measure  of  re- 
dress her  wrongs  may  make  it  fit  and  expedient 
for  her  to  adopt.  The  resolt  of  tiie  whole  is,  that 
any  State  may  secede  at  pleasure;  that  any  State 
may  resist  a  law  which  she  herself  may  choose 
to  say  exceeds  the  power  of  Congress;  and 
that,  as  a  sovereign  power,  she  may  redress  her 
own  grievances  by  her  own  arm,  at  her  own 
discretion ;  she  may  make  reprisals ;  she  may 
cruise  agfunrt  the  property  of  other  members 
of  the  league ;  she  mi^  anuiorise  captures,  and 
make  open  war. 

If,  sir,  this  be  onr  poUtical  condition,  it  is 
time  the  people  ot  the  United  States  understood 
it  Let  na  look  for  a  moment  to  the  praotloal 
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conaequcDces  of  theBe  opinions.  One  State, 
holding  an  embargo  law  nnconstitntional,  may 
declare  Ler  opinion,  and  withdraw  from  the 
Union.  She  secedes.  Another,  forming  and 
expressing  the  same  judgment  on  a  Uw  faying 
duties  on  imports,  may  withdraw  also.  She 
secedes.  And  as,  in  her  opinion,  money  has 
been  taken  ont  of  the  pockets  of  her  dtixens 
illegaUy,  nnder  pretence  ct  this  law,  and  as  she 
has  power  to  redress  their  wrongs,  she  may 
demand  sati^iuition ;  and,  if  refosed,  ahe  may 
take  it  with  a  strong  hand.  The  gentleman 
has  himself  prononnowl  the  coUeoUon  of  duties, 
under  existing  laws,  to  be  nothing  but  robbery. 
Bobbers,  of  course,  may  be  rigbtftilly  dis- 
possessed of  the  frnits  of  Uieirflagitions  crimes ; 
and,  tJierefore,  reprisals,  impraitions  on  the  com- 
merce of  other  States,  foreign  aUiaoces  against 
them,  or  open  war,  are  all  modes  of  redress 
Justly  open  to  the  diseretion  and  choice  of  Sonth 
Oanmiu;  for  she  is  to  jndgeof  her  own  rights, 
and  to  seek  satis&etion  for  her  own  wrongs,  in 
her  own  way. 

Bat  sir,  s  third  State  is  of  opinion,  not  only 
that  these  laws  of  impost  are  oonstitational,  bat 
that  it  is  the  absolute  duty  of  Oongress  to  pass 
and  to  maintain  snob  laws ;  and  that,  by  omit- 
ting to  pass  and  maintun  them,  its  o<HutitQ- 
tioBsl  obligations  would  be  grossly  disregarded. 
She  relioqnhhed  the  power  of  protection,  she 
might  allege,  and  alle^  truly,  herseli^  and  gave 
it  np  to  Congress,  on  the  faith  that  Congress 
would  exercise  it<  If  Congress  now  refuse  to 
exercise  it,  Congress  does,  as  she  may  insist, 
break  the  condition  of  the  grant,  and  thus  man- 
ifestly violate  the  constitution;  uid  for  this 
TioUtim  of  the  emstitation,  she  threaten 
to  seeede  also.  Virginia  may  secede,  and  hold 
the  fortresaes  in  the  Chesapeake.  The  Western 
States  may  secede,  and  tuce  to  their  own  use 
the  pablio  lands.  Louisiana  may  secede,  if  she 
choose,  form  a  foreign  alliance,  and  hold  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  If  one  State  may 
secede,  ten  may  do  so — twenty  may  do  so — 
twenty -three  may  do  so.  Sir,  as  these  secessions 
go  on,  one  after  another,  what  is  to  conbtitute 
the  United  States  t  Whose  will  be  the  army  t 
Whose  the  navy  t  Who  will  pay  tht;  debts  ? 
Who  fulfil  the  public  treaties }  Who  perform 
the  constitntional  guaranties?  Who  govern 
this  District  and  the  Tmitories  V  Who  retain 
the  public  proper^  ? 

Mr.  President,  evei^man  must  see  that  these 
are  all  qnestiona  whieh  can  arise  only  after  a 
rsToIntioD.  Th^  presuppose  the  breaking  up 
of  the  Government.  IHiile  the  constitution 
lasts,  they  are  repressed ;  they  spring  up  to 
annoy  ami  startle  us  only  from  its  srave. 

The  constitntion  does  not  provide  for  events 
which  must  be  preceded  by  ite  own  destruction. 
Secession,  therefore,  since  it  must  bring  these 
eonseqnenoes  with  it,  is  revolutionary:  And 
nullification  is  equally  revolutionary.  What  is 
revoluticMil  Why,  sir,  that  is  revolution  which 
OTertomi,  oe  ocmtrols,  or  socoessftdly  resists  the 
existing  public  ntliorit7;  'that  which  arrests 
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the  exercise  of  the  supreme  power ;  that  which 
introduces  a  new  p.iramount  authority  into  the 
rule  of  the  State.  Nov,  sir,  ttiis  is  the  precfee 
object  of  nuUificstion.  It  attempts  to  supersede 
the  supreme  legislative  authority.  It  arrests 
the  arm  of  the  £xeoative  Magistrate.  It  inter- 
rupts the  exercise  of  the  accustomed  judidal 
power.  Under  the  name  d  an  ordinaooe,  it 
declares  null  and  vcncL  within  the  State,  all  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  United  States.  Ja  not  this 
revolutionary  f  Sir,  so  soon  as  this  ordinance 
shall  be  carried  into  effect,  a  revolution  will 
have  commenced  in  South  Carolina.  She  wiU 
have  thrown  off  the  authority  to  which  her 
citizens  have  heretofore  been  subject  She  will 
have  declared  her  own  opinions  and  her  own 
will  to  be  above  the  laws,  and  above  the  power 
of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  their  adminis- 
tration. If  she  makes  good  these  declarations, 
she  is  revolutionized.  As  to  her,  it  is  as  dis- 
tinoUjr  a  change  of  the  sapreme  pow«-  as  the 
American  revolution  of  1776.  That  revoluticn 
did  not  subvert  Oovemmwt  in  all  its  forms. 
It  did  not  subvert  local  laws  and  municipal  ad- 
ministrations. It  only  threw  off  the  dominion 
of  a  power  cluming  to  be  superior,  and  to  have 
a  right,  in  many  important  respect^  to  exercise 
legislative  anthorlty.  Thinking  this  authority 
to  have  been  usurped  or  abused,  th^  American 
colonies,  now  the  United  States,  bade  it  de- 
fiance, and  freed  themselves  from  it  by  means 
of  a  revolntion.  But  that  revolution  left  them 
with  their  own  municipal  laws  still,  and  the 
forms  of  local  government  If  Carolina  now 
shall  effectually  resist  the  laws  of  Congress,  if 
she  shall  be  her  own  judge,  take  her  remedy 
into  her  own  hands,  obey  the  laws  of  the  UiUon 
when  she  {deases,  and  wsobey  them  when  she 
pleases,  she  will  rdieve  herself  from  a  para- 
mount power  as  distinctly  as  did  the  Ameaicaa 
colonies  in  1776.  In  other  words,  she  wiU 
achieve,  as  to  herself,  a  revolntion. 

Such  are  the  inevitable  results  of  this  doc- 
trine. Beginning  with  the  orglnal  error,  that 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  nothing 
but  a  compact  between  sovereign  States ;  as- 
serting, in  tlie  next  step,  that  each  State  has  a 
right  to  be  its  own  sole  judge  of  the  extent  of 
its  own  obligations,  and,  consequently,  of  the 
constitutionality  of  laws  of  Congress ;  and,  in 
the  next,  that  it  may  oppose  whatever  it  sees  fit 
to  declare  nnoonstitntional,  and  that  it  decides 
for  itself  on  the  mode  and  measure  of  redress, 
the  argument  arrives  at  once  at  the  conclusion 
that  what  a  State  dissents  from,  it  may  aollify ; 
what  it  opposes,  it  may  oppose  by  force ;  what 
it  decides  for  itself  it  may  execute  by  its  own 
power ;  and  that,  in  short,  it  is,  itsell  supreme 
over  the  •legislation  of  Congress,  and  supreme 
over  the  decisions  of  the  national  judicature ; 
supreme  over  the  constitution  of  the  country, 
supreme  over  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 
However  it  seeks  to  protect  itself  against  tiiese 
plun  inference  by  saying  that  an  unconstitu- 
tional law  is  no  law,  and  that  it  only  opposes 
Biioh  laws  as  are  unoonstitutional,  yet  this  does 
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not,  in  tiie  slightest  d^ree,  Tary  the  resnlt ; 
since  it  insiBts  on  deciding  this  question  for  it- 
self;  and,  in  oppouUon  to  reason  and  argn- 
ment,  in  opiKwition  to  practice  and  experience, 
in  opposition  to  tiie  judgmeDt  (tf  oUiera,  having 
an  eqaal  right  to  judge,  it  am,  only,  **  Such  u 
mj  m)inion,  and  mj  opinion  shall  m  my  1st, 
am  I  will  snpport  it  by  my  own  strong  hand. 
I  denounce  the  law ;  I  deiolare  it  nnoonstita- 
titmal;  that  is  enongh ;  itshallnotbeexeoated. 
Hen  in  arms  are  ready  to  resist  its  ezecntion. 
An  attempt  to  enforce  it  shall  cover  the  land 
with  blood.  Elsewhere,  it  may  i>e  binding; 
but  here,  it  is  trampled  nnder  foot." 

This,  sir,  is  practical  nullification. 

And  DOW,  sir,  against  all  these  theories  and 
opinions,  I  maint^ — 

1.  That  the  constitution  ot  the  United  StaUs 
ia  not  a  league,  oonfederacy,  or  compact,  be- 
tween Hie  people  of  the  aeTeral  States  in  th^ 
■overeini  oapiudtiea  i  but  a  Oovenunent  proper, 
fimndea  on  the  admtion  of  the  people,  and 
creating  direct  relations  between  itself  apd  in- 
dividuals. 

2.  That  no  State  authority  has  power  to  dis- 
solve these  relations ;  that  nothing  can  dissolve 
them  but  revolution ;  and  that,  oonsequenUy, 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  seoeariui  without 

revolution. 

3.  That  there  is  a  supreme  law,  consisting 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  acts  of 
Congress  passed  in  pursuance  of  it,  and  treaties ; 
and  that,  in  cases  not  capable  of  assuming  the 
character  of  a  suit  in  law  or  equity,  Oongress 
must  judge  o^  and  finally  interpret^  tiiis  su 
preme  law,  so  often  as  it  has  occasion  topass 
acta  of  legislation ;  and,  in  oases  capable  of^  as- 
suming, and  actually  assuming  the  character 
of  a  suit,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  is  the  final  interpreter. 

4.  Ttiat  an  attempt  by  a  State  to  abn^te, 
annul,  or  nullify  an  act  of  Oongress,  or  to  arrest 
its  operation  within  her  limi^  on  the  ground 
that,  in  her  opinion,  such  law  is  unconstita- 
tional,  is  a  direct  usurpation  on  the  just  powers 
of  the  General  Government,  and  on  the  equal 
rights  of  other  States ;  a  plain  violation  of  the 
constitution,  and  a  proceedmg  essentially  revoln- 
tIonai7  in  ito  diaracter  and  tmAeney. 

Vhetiier  the  oonstitation  be  a  compact  be- 
tween Sti^  in  their  sovereign  cqMdtiee,  is  a 
question  which  must  be  mainly  argued  from 
what  is  contained  in  the  instmroent  itself. 
We  all  agree  that  it  Lb  an  instrmnent  which  has 
been,  in  some  way,  clothed  with  power.  We 
all  admit  tiiat  it  speaks  with  authority.  The 
first  question  then  i^  what  does  it  say  of  itself? 
What  does  it  purport  to  lie  t  Does  it  style  it- 
self a  league,  confederacy,  or  compact  between 
sovereign  States  1  It  is  to  be  remembered,  ur, 
that  the  constitotion  began  to  speak  <mly  after 
its  adoptimi.  Until  it  was  ratified  by  nine 
States,  it  was  but  a  proposal,  the  mere  taught 
of  an  instroment.  It  waa  uke  a  deed,  drawn, 
bat  not  executed.  The  convention  had  framed 
tftj  sent  it  to  Congrei^  then  nUing  nnder  the 


'  confederation ;  Congress  had  transmitted  it  to 
the  State  Legislatures ;  and  by  these  last  it  was 
laid  before  coaveuti<«u  of  the  people  in  tlie 
several  States.  All  this  while  it  was  inoperative 
paper.  It  had  received  no  stamp  of  authoii^, 
no  sanction ;  it  spoke  no  language.  But  when 
ratified  by  the  people  in  tiieir  respective  con- 
vuitioDB,  then  it  had  a  voice,  and  spoke  authen- 
tically.  Every  word  in  it  had  then  received 
the  sanction  of  the  popular  will,  and  was  to  be 
received  as  the  expression  of  that  will.  What 
the  constitution  says  of  itself^  therefore,  is  as 
conclusive  as  what  it  says  on  any  other  point. 
Does  it  call  itself  a  compact  t   Certainly  not. 
It  uses  the  word  '*  compact "  bntonce,  and  that 
is  when  it  declares  that  the  States  shall  enter 
into  no  compact.   Does  it  call  itself  a  league, 
a  confederacy,  a  subsisting  treaty  between  the 
States?   Certeinly  not.   Theveisnot  a  particle 
ofanoh  language  in  all  ito  pages.  Bntitde* 
dares  itself  a  oonatitution.  what  is  a  consti- 
tution! Oertdnly  not  a  league,  compact,  or 
confederacy,  but  a  fundamental  law.   The  fun- 
damental regulation  which  determines  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  public  afithority  is  to  l>e  eze> 
cuted,  is  wtiat  forms  the  constitution  of  a  Stete. 
Those  primai-y  roles  which  concern  the  body 
itself^  and  the  very  being  of  the  politick  society, 
the  form  of  Government,  and  the  manner  m 
which  power  ia  to  be  exercised ;  all,  in  a  word, 
which  form  together  the  constitution  of  a  Btete 
— these  are  the  fundamental  laws.   This;  sir,  is 
the  language  of  the  public  writers.   But  do  we 
need  to  be  informedf  in  this  conntij,  what  a 
constitution  ist    la  it  not  an  ideajperfectiy 
familiar,  defiuite,  and  well  settled  t    we  are  at 
no  loss  to  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  con- 
stitution of  one  of  the  Stetcs ;  and  the  oonstita* 
tion  d  the  United  States  speaks  of  itaelf  as  being 
an  instmment  of  the  same  nature.   It  says,  this 
constitution  shall  be  the  law  of  the  land,  an/ 
thing  in  any  State  constitution  to  tiie  contrary 
notwithstanding.   And  it  speaks  of  itself^  too, 
in  plun  contramstinotion  from  a  confederation ; 
for  it  says  that  all  debts  contracted,  and  all  en- 
gagements entered  into  by  the  United  Stetes, 
shall  he  as  valid  under  this  constitution  as  under 
the  confederation.   It  does  not  say  as  valid 
under  this  compact^  or  this  league,  or  this  ami' 
federation^  as  under  the  former  confederation ; 
but  as  valid  under  this  eonstitnti(Hi. 

There  is  no  language  in  the  whole  oonatitn- 
tion  applicable  to  ft  comedention  of  States.  If 
the  Slates  be  parties,  as  States,  what  are  thoir 
rights,  and  what  their  respective  covenanto  and 
stipulations t  And  where,  are  their  rights; 
covenants,  and  stipulations  expressed!  The 
States  engage  for  nothing,  they  promise  noth- 
ing. In  the  articles  of  ocm&deration  they  did 
make  promises,  and  did  enter  into  engagements, 
and  did  plight  the  ^th  of  each  Stete  for  their 
fulfilment;  but  in  the  constitotion  tiiere  is 
nothing  of  that  kind.  The  reason  is,  that  in 
the  ocmstitation  it  is  the  people  who  nwE,  and 
not  the  States.  The  people  ordain  the  omati- 
tntioo,  and  th«r^  adareaa  themselTes  to  die 
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States,  and  to  the  LegUlatores  of  the  States,  in 
ttie  langnage  of  iqjanotionuid  prohibition.  The 
constitutioa  utters  its  behests  ia  the  name  and 
hj  the  anthoritj  of  the  people,  and  it  exactn  not 
ftom  States  any  plighted  public  futh  to  main- 
tun  it.   On  the  coatrarj,  it  makes  its  own 

Sreserratioa  depend  on  individaal  duty  and  in- 
LTidnal  obli^aU<XL  Sir,  the  States  cannot 
omit  to  appoint  Senators  and  Etecton.  Itia 
not  a  matter  resting  in  State  discretion  or  State 
pleasure.  The  conatitndon  has  taken  better 
oare  of  its  own  preserratiou.  It  lays  its  hand 
on  indiTiduat  conscience  aud  individual  daty. 
It  incapacitates  anj  man  to  sit  in  the  Legislature 
of  a  State,  who  shall  not  first  have  taken  a 
solemn  oatlL  to  support  the  Clonstitution  of  the 
United  States.  From  the  obligation  of  this 
oath  00  State  power  can  discharge  him.  All 
the  members  of  all  the  State  Legislatures  areas 
religionslj  boimdto  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  they  are  to  support  their 
own  State  constitntion.  Nay,  sir,  uiey  are  as 
atdemnly  sirorn  to  support  it,  as  we  oarsdres 
are,  who  are  members  of  Congress. 

Can  any  thing  be  oonceirea  more  pr^Mster- 
ons  than  that  any  State  should  have  power  to 
*  nullify  the  procee^ngs  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment respecting  peace  and  war  f  When  war  is 
dedared  by  a  law  of  Oongress  can  a  single 
State  nuUify  that  law,  and  remain  at  peace  ? 
And  yet  she  may  nnllify  that  law  as  well  as 
any  other.  If  the  President  and  Senate  make 
peace,  may  one  State,  nevertheless,  oontinne  the 
war  ?  And  yet,  if  she  can  nullify  a  law,  she 
may  quite  as  well  nullify  a  treaty. 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  and  no  ingenuity 
ot  argnment,  no  subtiety  of  distinction,  can 
evade  it,  that,  as  to  eertiin  purposes,  the  p&ople 
^the  United  States  are  one  peofde.  They  are 
one  in  making  war,  and  one  in  making  peace ; 
fbvr  are  one  in  regidating  oommnce,  and  one 
In  uying  duties  of  impost.  The  very  end  and 
purpose  of  the  constitution  was  to  make  them 
one  people  iu  tiiese  particulars;  and  it  has 
effectually  accomplished  its  object.  All  this  is 
apparent  on  the  face  of  the  constitution  itself. 
I  have  already  sud,  sir,  that  to  obtain  a  power 
of  direct  legislation  over  the  people,  especially 
in  regard  to  imposts,  was  always  prominent  as 
a  reason  for  getting  rid  of  the  confederation, 
and  forming  a  new  constitntion.  Among  the 
innumerable  proofo  of  this,  before  the  assem- 
Uhw  of  tiie  ctrnvention,  allow.me  to  refer  tmly 
to  ue  rmort  of  the  oommlttee  of  the  old  Oon- 
gress, Jtt^,  1T86. 

The  peoide,  sir,  in  every  ^ate,  live  onder  two 
Governments,  Th^  owe  obedience  to  both. 
These  Governments,  thoogh  distinct,  are  not 
adverse.  Each  has  its  separate  sphere,  and  its 
peculiar  powers  and  duties.  It  is  not  a  contest 
between  two  sovereigns  for  the  name  power, 
like  the  wars  of  the  rival  houses  in  ^England ; 
nor  is  it  a  dispute  between  a  Government  de 
Jiieto  and  a  Government  dejwt.  Itisthe  case 
of  a  division  of  powers  between  two  Govern- 
ments, made  by  the  ^oa^  to  whioh  botii  are 
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responsible.  Neither  can  dispense  with  the 
duty  which  individuals  owe  to  the  other; 
nnUier  can  call  itself  master  of  the  other ;  the 
people  are  masters  of  both.  This  division  <tf 
power,  it  is  trne,  is  in  a  great  measure  unknown 
in  Europe,  It  is  the  pecnliar  system  of  Amer- 
ica ;  and,  though  new  aai  singular,  is  not  in- 
oon^rehensibte.  The  State  constitutions  are 
establisbed  by  the  people  of  the  Statea.  TidB 
oonstitntioaisestabusfaedby  thepet^eof  allthe 
States.  How,  then,  can  a  State  secede  f  How 
can  a  State  undo  what  the  whole  ^ple  have 
done  ?  How  can  she  absolve  her  citizens  from 
their  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Uie  United  St&tes  I 
How  can  she  annul  tiieir  obligations  and  oaths  I 
How  can  the  members  of  her  Legislature  re- 
nounce their  own  oaths  f  Sir,  seces^on,  as  a 
revolutionary  right,  is  intelli^ble ;  as  aright  to 
be  proclumed  amidst  dvil  commotions,  and  as- 
serted at  the  head  of  armies,  I  can  understand 
it  But  as  a  practical  right,  existing  under  the 
ccmstitution,  and  in  conformity  wiUi  its  provi- 
donOt  seems  to  me  to  be  nothing  bnt  a  phdn 
absnraitT;  for  It  supposes  reaiatanoe  to  Govern- 
ment, nnder  tiie  antnority  of  Government  it- 
self; it  snpposes  dismemberment,  without  vio- 
lating the  principles  of  nnion ;  it  supposes  op- 
position to  law,  without  crime ;  it  supposes  the 
violation  of  oaths,  wlthont  reroonnbiUty;  it 
supposes  the  total  overthrow  u  Government, 
without  revolution. 

The  constitution,  sir,  regards  itself  as  per- 
petual and  immortal.  It  seeks  to  establish  a 
union  among  the  people  of  the  States,  which 
shall  last  through  all  utne.  Or,  if  the  common 
fate  of  things  human  must  be  expected,  at  some 
perktd,  to  hwpen  to  it,  yet  that  fiatastrophe  is 
not  anticipated. 

The  inMrnmeat  oontains  ample  provirions  for 
its  amendment^  at  aU  times;  lume  for  its 
abandonment,  at  $aj  time.  It  dedares  tiiat  new 
States  may  come  into  the  Union,  but  it  does 
not  declare  that  old  States  may  go  out.  The 
Union  is  not  a  temporal?  partnen^ip  of  States. 
It  is  the  association  of  the  people,  under  a 
constitution  of  Government,  noiting  their  pow- 
er, Joining  together  their  highest  interests,  ce- 
menting their  present  enjoyments,  aud  blending, 
in  one  indivisible  mass,  ^1  their  hopes  for  the 
future.  Whatsoever  is  steadfast  in  j  ust  political 
principles,  whatsoever  is  permanent  in  the 
structure  of  human  sodety,  whatsoever  tiiere 
is  which  can  derive  an  enduring  charaoterfrom 
being  founded  on  deep-laid  principles  of  eonsti- 
tntional  liher^,  and  on  the  brosd  fbnndatiinu 
of  the  public  wUl— all  these  ui^te  to  eotUle  this 
instrument  to  be  regarded  as  a  permanent  con- 
stitution of  Giovemment. 

In  the  next  place,  iSr.  President,  I  contend 
that  there  is  a  supreme  law  of  the  land,  consist- 
ing of  the  constitution,  acts  of  Oongress  passed 
in  pursuance  of  it,  and  the  public  treaties.  This 
wiU  not  l>e  denied,  because  such  are  the  very 
words  of  the  oonstitnticHi.  But  I  oontend  fur- 
ther, that  it  rightfully  belonn  to  Oongress,  and 
to  the  eonrta  of  the  Unibed  States,  to  aetOe  tha 
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construction  of  this  sapreme  Uw,  in  doabtftil 
oases.  This  is  denied ;  and  here  arises  the  great 
pracdoal  qaeetton,  who  is  to  oonstme  finally  the 
ConstitQtaoa  of  the  United  States!  We  all  agree 
tiiat  the  eoDBtitntion  is  the  suprenie  lav ;  but 
who  shall  interpret  the  law  f  In  our  system  of 
the  division  of  powers  between  different  Gov- 
ernments,  eontrorersies  wiU  DMessarily  some- 
times arise  reqwcting  the  eztcmt  of  the  powers 
of  each.  Who-ahalldeindetbeweoiitroTwnes  f 
Does  it  rest  with  the  General  QoTemmeot,  in 
all  or  any  of  its  departments,  to  exerc^  the 
office  of  final  interpreter  t  Or  may  each  of  the 
States,  as  well  as  the  General  GoTemment, 
claim  this  right  of  ultimate  decision!  The 
practical  resnlt  of  this  whole  delate  tarns  on 
this  point.  The  gentleman  contends  that  each 
State  may  jadge  for  itself  of  any  alleged  viola- 
tion of  the  ctmstitutioD,  and  may  finally  decide 
for  itself,  and  may  execute  its  own  dedsions  by 
its  own  power.  All  the  recent  proceedings  in 
Bonth  Gar<dina  are  founded  on  this  claim  of 
li^t.  Her  oonTention  has  pronounced  the 
revmue  laws  of  the  United  States  nooonstita- 
tionol;  and  this  decirion  she  does  not  allow 
any  at^ority  to  the  United  States  to  overrule 
or  reverse.  Of  course,  she  rejects  the  authority 
of  Congress,  because  the  very  object  of  the 
ordinance  is  to  reverse  the  decision  of  Congress; 
and  she  rejects,  too,  the  authority  of  the  courts 
(tf  the  United  States,  because  she  expressly 
prohibits  all  appeal  to  those  oonrta.  It  is  in 
order  to  sastcdn  this  asserted  right  of  being  her 
own  judge,  that  she  pronounces  the  Constitntion 
of  the  United  States  to  l>e  bat  a  compact,  to 
which  she  is  a  party,  and  a  sovereign  party. 
If  this  be  estaUuhed,  then  the  inference  is 
supposed  to  follow,  that,  being  sovereign,  thwe 
is  no  power  to  oontrol  her  dedskm,  and  her 
own  Judgment  on  her  own  compact  iaandmust 
be  eonoludve. 

I  have  already  endeavored,  sir,  to  paiixA  oat 
the  practical  conseqaences  of  this  doctrine,  and 
to  snow  how  ntterly  inoonustent  It  is  with  all 
ideas  of  regular  government,  and  how  soon  its 
adoption  would  involve  the  whole  country  in 
revolution  uid  absolute  anarchy.  I  hope  it  is 
easy  now  to  show,  nr,  that  a  doctrine,  bringing 
Budi  consequences  with  it,  is  not  well  founded ; 
that  it  has  nothing  to  stand  upon  bnt  theory 
and  assumption ;  and  Uiat  it  is  reftited  by  plun 
and  express  constitutional  provi^ons.  I  uiink 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  does 
poasesa,  in  its  appropriate  d^»artment&  the 
antiioiv^  oi  final  deefrion  on  questions  of  dis- 
puted power.  I  thiidc  It  poesesaes  this  antiun^ 
ifyf  both  by  necessary  implioatitm  and  by  ex> 
press  grant 

It  will  not  be  denied,  Ar^  that  this  anthori^ 
naturally  bdongs  to  ul  goveinmnkts.  They 
all  exercise  it  from  necessity,  and  as  a  oonae- 
queoce  oi  the  exercise  of  otiier  powers.  The 
State  Governments  themselves  possess  it,  ex- 
cept in  that  clAn  of  qaestions  which  may  arise 
betweoa  them  and  the  General  Government 
and  in  regard  to  whioh  th^  have  snrrenderea 


it,  as  well  by  the  nature  of  the  case  as  by  clear 
constitutional  provisions.  In  other  and  oi^- 
nary  cases,  whether  a  particular  law  be  in  con- 
formity to  the  constitution  of  the  State,  is  a 
question  which  the  State  Legislatare  or  the 
State  Judiciary  must  determine.  We  all  know 
that  these  qaestions  arise  daily  in  the  State 
Govemmenta,  and  are  decided  by  those  Govern- 
ments ;  and  I  know  no  Government  whioh  does 
not  exercise  a  similar  power. 

Upon  general  principles,  then,  the  Govon- 
mer.t  of  the  United  States possessesthisauthor- 
ity  \  and.  this  would  hardly  be  denied,  were  it 
not  that  tiien  are  other  Governments.  Bat 
since  there  are  State  Governments,  and  since 
tiiese,  like  other  Governments,  ordiniffily  con- 
strue tiieir  own  powers,  if  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  construes  its  own  powers 
also,  which  constroction  ia  to  prevail,  in  the 
case  of  opposite  constructions  ?  And  ag^n,  as 
in  the  case  now  actually  before  us,  the  State 
Governments  may  nndertake,  not  only  to  con- 
strue tli^r  own  powers,  but  to  dedde  directly 
on  the  extent  of  tiie  powers  of  OoDgreas.  Oon- 
gresa  has  passed  a  lav,  as  being  wnhiu  its  Just 
powers ;  South  Oandina  denies  that  this  law  is 
within  its  just  powers,  and  insists  that  she  has 
the  right  so  to  decide  this  point,  and  that  her 
ded^on  is  final  How  are  these  questions  to  be 
setUedt 

la  ray  opinion,  sir,  even  if  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  had  made  no  express  pro- 
vision for  such  eases,  it  would  yet  be  difficult 
to  maintain  that  in  a  constitution  existing  over 
four-and-twenty  States,  with  equal  authority 
over  all,  one  could  claim  a  right  of  construing 
it  for  the  whole.  This  would  seem  a  manifest 
impropriety ;  indeed,  an  absurdity.  If  the  oon- 
stitution  is  a  Govemment  existing  over  all  the 
States,  though  with  litolted  powm,  it  neoes* 
sarily  follows  that  ^  the  extent  of  those  pow- 
ers, it  must  i>e  sapreme.  If  it  he  not  superior 
to  the  authority  of  a  particular  State,  it  is  not  a 
National  Govemment  But  as  it  is  a  Govern- 
ment >B  it  has  a  le^lative  power  of  its  own, 
and  a  judicial  power  coextensive  with  the 
legislative,  the  inference  is  irresistible,  that  this 
Government  thus  created  by  the  whole  and  for 
tiie  whole,  must  have  an  authority  superior  to 
that  of  tiie  particular  Government  of  any  one 
part  Congress  is  the  legislature  of  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States ;  the  Judiciary  of 
the  General  Government  is  the  Jodifuair  of  all 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  To  hold,  then- 
fore,  that  this  Le^slatore  and  this  Judidary 
are  subordinate  in  authority  to  the  Legislature 
and  Judiciary  of  a  single  Sti^  is  doing  violence 
to  all  common  sense,  and  overturning  all  estab- 
lished principles.  Congress  must  judge  of  the 
extent  of  its  own  powers,  so  often  as  it  is  called 
on  to  exercise  them,  or  it  cannot  act  at  all ; 
and  it  mast  act  also  mdependent  of  State  con- 
trol, or  it  cannot  act  at  all. 

The  right  of  State  iaterposititm  strikes  at  the 
very  foimdation  of  the  legislative  power  of 
Oiwgrees.  It  possesses  no  eflbotive  le^slative 
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power,  if  ench  right  of  State  interposition  ex- 
ists ;  because  it  can  pass  no  law  not  subject 
to  abrogation.  It  cannot  make  laws  for  the 
Union,  if  anj  part  of  the  Union  may  pronoonce 
its  enaotments  void  and  of  no  effect,  its  form 
of  legislalion  woald  be  an  idle  ceremony, 
after  all,  aaj  one  of  four-aDd-twenty  States 
might  bid  defiance  to  its  authority,  ^thoat 
express  provirion  in  the  constitntion,  therefore, 
nr,  this  whole  question  is  necessarily  decided 
by  those  provisions  which  create  a  legislatiTe 

S>wer  and  a  Judicial  power.  If  these  exist  in  a 
overnment  intended  for  the  whole,  the  inevi- 
table consequence  is,  that  the  laws  of  this  legis- 
lative power,  and  the  deoinons  of  this  judicial 
power,  must  be  binding  on  and  over  the  whole. 
Ko  man  can  form  the  conception  of  a  Qovern- 
ment  existing  over  four-aud-twentj  States,  with 
a  regular  legislative  and  jadicial  power,  and  of 
the  existence,  at  the  same  time,  of  an  author- 
ity, rending  elsewhere,  to  reaist,  at  pleasnre  or 
discretion,  the  enactments  and  the  aecisions  of 
Bodi  a  Government.  I  maintain,  therefore, 
sir,  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  as 
an  ioferenoe  whoUy  unavMdable,  the  acts  of 
Ooi^jress,  and  the  decisions  of  the  national 
courts,  must  be  of  higher  authority  than  8tate 
laws  and  8tate  decisions.  If  tlua  be  not  so, 
there  is.  there  con  be,  no  General  Government. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  constitntion  has  not 
left  this  cardinal  point  without  full  and  explicit 
provisions.  First,  as  to  the  authority  of  Oon- 
gresa.  Having  enomerated  the  specific  powers 
oouferred  on  Congress,  the  constitution  adds, 
as  a  distinct  and  substantive  clause,  the  follow- 
ing, viz. :  "  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  fore^mg  powers,  and  all  other  powers 
vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or 
offloer  thereof."  If  this  means  any  thing,  it 
means  that  Oon^^  may  ^adge  of  the  true 
extent  and  just  interpretation  of  the  specific 
powers  granted  to  it ;  and  may  judge  also  of 
what  is  necessary  and  proper  for  executing 
those  powers.  If  Congress  is  to  judge  of  what 
is  necessary  for  the  execution  of  its  powers,  it 
must,  of  necessity,  judge  of  the  extent  and  in- 
terpretation of  those  powers. 

And  in  regard,  nr,  to  the  Judiciary,  the  con- 
Btitotion  is  Btjll  more  express  and  emphatic. 
It  declares  that  the  judieiu  power  shall  extend 
to  all  cases  in  law  or  equity  arising  tmder  the 
constitution,  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
treaties;  that  there  shall  be  one  Snpreme 
Court ;  and  that  tiiis  Supreme  Court  shall  have 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  all  these  cases  snbjeot 
to  such  exceptions  as  Congress  may  make.  It 
is  impossible  to  escape  from  the  generality  of 
these  words.  If  a  case  arises  under  the  consti- 
tution, that  is,  if  a  case  arises  depending  on  the 
construction  of  the  constitution,  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  extends  to  it.  It 
reaches  the  case,  the  question ;  it  attaches  the 
power  of  the  national  judicatore  to  the  oase  it- 
aeUt  in  whatever  court  it  may  arise  or  exist ; 
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and  in  this  case  the  Supreme  Court  has  appel- 
late jurisdiction  over  all  coorts  whatever.  No 
language  could  provide,  with  mora  effect  and 
precision  than  is  here  done,  for  subjecting  con- 
stitutional questions  to  the  nltimate  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  And^  dr,  this  is  exactly 
what  the  convention  found  it  necessary  to  pro- 
vide fw,  and  intended  to  provide  for.  It  isi 
too,  exactly  what  the  pec^e  were  universally 
told  was  done,  when  they  ado|rt«d  the  constitn- 
tion. One  of  the  first  resdntions  adopted  \jf 
the  oonvMition  was  in  these  words,  viz. :  "  Th^ 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  National  Jndidary  shall 
extend  to  cases  whieh  ren>eot  the  collection  ol 
the  national  revenue,  and  questions  which  in- 
volve the  national  peace  and  harmony."  Kow, 
sir,  this  either  had  no  sensible  meaning  at  all, 
or  else  it  meant  that  the  jurisdiction  of  tiie 
National  Judiciary  should  extend  to  these  ques- 
tions, with  a  paramount  autiiority.  It  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  the  convention  intended  that 
the  power  of  the  Natitmal  Judiciary  ahcmld  ex- 
tend to  these  questions,  and  that^he  Jndioatnret 
of  the  States  should  also  extend  to  them  with 
equal  power  of  final  decision.  This  would  be 
to  defeat  the  whole  ol^ect  of  the  provision. 
There  were  thirteen  judicatures  already  in  ex- 
istence. The  evil  complained  o£^  or  the  danger 
to  be  guarded  against,  was  contradiction  and 
repugnance  in  the  decisions  of  these  judicatures. 
If  the  framers  of  the  constitution  meant  to 
create  a  fourteenth,  and  yet  not  to  give  it 
power  to  revise  and  control  the  decisions  of  the 
existing  thirteen,  then  they  only  intended  to 
augment  the  eximng  evil  and  the  apprehended 
dwger,  by  inoreaaiog  still  further  the  cbanoes 
(^discordant  jnd^mts. .  Why,  sur,  has  it  be* 
come  a  settied  axiom  in  pditica^  that  every  Gov- 
ernment must  have  a  jndidal  power  coexten- 
sive with  its  If^slative  power?  Gertidnly, 
there  is  only  this  reason,  viz. :  that  the  laws 
may  receive  a  uniform  interpretation  and  a  uni- 
form execution.  This  object  can  be  no  other- 
wise attuned.  A  statute  is  what  it  is  judicious' 
ly  interpreted  to  be ;  and  if  it  be  construed  one 
way  in  New  Hampshire,  and  another  way  in 
Georgia,  there  is  no  uniform  law.  One  Sn- 
preme Conrt,  with  t^HwIlate  and  final  jurisdio- 
tion,  is  the  natural  ana  oidy  adequate  means,  in 
any  Government,  to  secure  tins  unifonnity. 
The  convention  saw  all  this  clearly ;  and  the 
resolution  which  I  have  quoted,  never  after- 
wards rescinded,  passed  throi^varloas  modifi- 
cationsj  till  it  finally  received  the  form  which 
the  article  now  wears  in  the  constitution.  It  is 
undeidably  true,  then,  that  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  intended  to  create  a  nationid  judi- 
cial power,  which  should  be  permanent,  on 
nationid  subjects.  And  after  the  constitntion 
was  framed,  and  while  the  whole  country  was 
engaged  in  discussing  its  merits,  one  of  its  most 
distinguished  advocates  (Mr.  Madison)  told  the 
people  that  it  was  true  that,  in  controversies 
relating  to  the  boundary  between  the  two 
jurisdictions,  the  tribunal  which  is  nltimatdy 
to  dedde  is  to  be  established  under  the  General 
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GoTeroment.  Ifr.  Martio,  who  had  been  a 
member  of  the  conventioii,  asserted  the  same 
thing  to  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  and  nrged 
it  aa  ft  reason  for  njeeting  tiie  onutitution. 

Pmckmy  himself  also  a  leRding  member  d 
the  convention,  declared  it  to  the  people  of 
South  Oaroliiia.  £T«7where  it  vm  admitted, 
friends  and  foes,  that  this  power  was  in  the 
conatitation.  By  stHne  it  waa  thon^t  danger- 
OOL  by  most  it  was  thonght  necessary ;  bat  by 
an  it  was  agreed  to  be  a  power  actnaUy  coataiD- 
ed  in  the  instmment.  The  ooovention  saw  the 
absolnte  necessity  of  some  control  in  the  Ka- 
tional  GovemmeDt  over  State  laws.  Different 
modes  of  establisbinff  this  control  were  sag- 
gested  and  conaiderM.  At  one  time  it  waa 
proposed  that  the  laws  of  the  States  should, 
from  time  to  time,  be  laid  before  Oongreaa,  and 
that  Congreaa  should  poaaeaa  a  negatlTe  over 
thenu  Bnt  tiiia  waa  thonght  inexpedient  and 
inadmissible ;  and  in  ita  plaee,  and  ezpreaaly  as 
a  laubstitute  for  it,  the  existing  provision  was 
introdnced;  that  is  to  say,  a  provision  by 
which  the  oonrta  federal  should  have  authority 
to  overrule  saob  State  laws  as  might  be  in 
manifest  contravention  of  the  constitution.  The 
writers  of  the  Federalist,  in  expltuning  the  con- 
stitution, while  it  waa  yet  pending  before  the 
people,  and  still  unadopted,  give  thu  account  of 
the  matter  in  terms,  and  assim  this  reason  fur 
the  article  as  it  now  stands.  By  this  provision, 
Ooni^eiiB  eso^>ed  from  the  necean^  iMT  any 
revision  <tf  State  laws,  left  the  whole  sphere  of 
State  l^alation  qnite  untouched,  and  yet 
obt^ed  a  security  agaiuat  any  infringement  of 
the  constitutional  power  oi  ue  General  Gov- 
Miunent  Indeed,  sir,  allow  me  to  oak  again,  if 
ib»  National  Judiciary  was  not  to  exercise  a 
power  of  revision,  on  constitutional  questions, 
over  the  Judicatures  of  the  States,  why  was 
any  national  judicature  erected  at  all  I  Can 
any  man  give  a  senrible  reason  for  having  a 
judicial  power  in  this  Government,  unless  it  be 
for  the  soke  of  muntaining  a  uniformity  of  deci- 
sioD  on  questions  arising  under  the  conatitation 
and  laws  of  Gongresa,  and  insuring  ita  execu- 
ti(m9  And  does  not  ti^  very  idea  4tf  uniform- 
itjr  neoeonarily  imply  that  the  constmetlon 
given  by  the  national  oonrta  is  to  be  the  pre- 
vidling  Qtmstmation  t  Bow  elw,  shr,  is  it  posa- 
Ue  that  viufoimity  can  be  preserved  f 

KuIUficatioD,  air,  is  as  ^atinotly  revolution- 
ary as  secession ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  the 
rmhition  whidi  it  seeks  is  one  of  so  respect- 
able a  character.  Secession  would,  it  is  true, 
aluutdon  the  constitution  altc^ther ;  but  then 
it  would  profess  to  abandon  it.  Whatever  other 
inconsisteneies  it  might  run  into,  one,  at  least, 
it  would  avoid.  It  wonld  not  belong  to  a  Gov- 
ernment, while  it  rejected  its  auUiority.  It 
would  not  -repel  Uie  burden,  and  continae  to 
ai^y  the  benefits.  It  wonld  not  aid  in  passing 
kws  which  others  are  to  obey,  and  yet  rcyeot 
their  anthority  as  to  itsdC  It  wonld  not 
uidntake  to  recondle  obedienoe  to  public 
aothori^,  with  an  uwrted        of  onunand 


over  that  same  authority.  It  would  not  be  in 
the  Government,  and  above  the  Government, 
at  the  same  time.  But  however  more  respect- 
able a  mode  secession  may  be,  it  is  not  more 
truly  revolutionary  than  the  actual  -execution 
of  the  doctrines  of  nnllifioation.  Both,  and 
each,  resist  theconatitntionalantiiorities;  both, 
and  each,  would  sever  the  Union,  and  subvert 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Preudent,  having  detuned  the  Senate  so 
long  already,  I  will  now  examine,  at  length,  the 
ordinance  and  laws  of  South  Carolina.  These 
papers  are  well  drawn  for  their  purpose.  Their 
authors  understood  their  own  ot^ecta.  They 
are  called  a  peaceable  remedy,  and  we  have 
been  told  that  South  Carolina,  after  all,  intends 
nothing  but  a  lawsuit.  A  very  few  words, 
ur,  wUl  show  the  nature  of  wis  peaceable 
remedy,  and  <^  the  lawsuit  which  South 
OaroUna  oontemjdatea. 

In  the  first  place,  the  ordinance  dedarea  the 
law  of  last  July,  and  oil  other  laws  of  the 
United  States  laying  duties,  to  be  absolutely 
null  and  void,  and  makes  it  unlawful  for  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  United  States  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  such  duties.  It  is, 
therefore,  sir,  an  indictable  ofi'euce,  at  this 
moment,  in  South  Carolina,  for  any  person  to 
be  concerned  in  collecting  revenue,  under  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  It  being  declared 
unlawful  to  collect  these  duties  by  what  is 
considered  a  fundamental  law  of  the  State,  an 
indictment  lies,  of  course,  against  any  one  con- 
cerned in  such  collection ;  and  he  is,  on  general 
principles,  liable  to  be  punished  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment. Tlte  terms,  it  is  true,  are,  that  it 
18  onlawfol "  to  enforce  tiie  payment  of  duties ; " 
bnt  every  custom-house  officer  enforces  pay- 
ment when  he  detains  the  Koods  in  order  to 
obtain  such  payment.  The  oi^nance,  therefore, 
reaches  everybody  concerned  in  the  collection 
of  the  duties. 

This  is  the  first  step  in  the  prosecution  of  the 

Eeaceable  remedy.  The  second  is  more  decisive. 
>y  the  act  commonly  called  the  replevin  law, 
any  person,  whose  goods  are  seized  or  detained 
by  the  ooMedtot  for  the  payment  of  duties,  may 
sue  out  a  writ  of  replevin,  and,  by  virtue  of 
that  writ  the  goods  are  to  be  restored  to  him. 
A  writ  of  replevin  is  a  writ  which  the  sheriflT  is 
bound  to  execute,  and  for  the  teecution  of 
which  he  is  bound  to  employ  force,  if  neces- 
sary. He  may  call  out  the  pone,  and  must  do 
so,  if  resistance  be  made.  This  potse  maj.ht 
armed  or  unarmed.  It  may  come  forth  with 
military  array,  and  under  the  lead  of  military 
men.  Whatever  number  of  troops  may  be  as- 
sembled in  Charleston,  they  may  be  summoned, 
with  the  Governor  or  commander-in-chief  at 
their  head,  to  come  in  aid  of  the  sheriff.  It  Is 
evident  then,  sir,  that  the  whole  military  power 
of  the  State  is  to  be  emplt^ed,  wheneverneoe** 
sary,  in  dispossessing  the  custom-house  officers, 
and  in  seizing  and  holding  the  goods  without 
paying  the  dntiea.  TlUs  £  the  second  step  la 
the  peaoeaUe  rrauc^ 
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Sir,  whatever  pretences  maj  be  set  up  to  the 
oontrarj,  this  is  the  direct  application  of  force, 
and  of  military  force.  It  i&  nnlawfhl,  in  itself^ 
to  replevy  goods  into  the  oostody  of  the  ooUeo- 
toTS.  Bnt  this  nnlawfol  act  ie  to  be  done,  and 
it  is  to  be  done  hy  power.  Here  is  a  plain  in- 
terposition, hj  physical  force,  to  resist  the  laws 
of  the  Union.  The  l^^al  mode  of  oolleoting 
dntiea  a  to  detun  goods  till  moh  dnttoe  are 
paid  or  aeonred.  Bat  foree  oomee  uid  over- 
powers the  collector  and  his  asdstanta,  and 
takes  away  the  goods,  leaving  tiie  dnttefl  unpaid. 
There  cannot  be  a  clearer  case  of  forcible  re- 
riatance  to  law.  And  it  la  provided  that  the 
goods  thus  seized  shall  he  held  against  any 
attempt  to  retake  them,  by  the  same  force 
which  seized  tliem. 

Having  thas  dispossessed  the  offioers  of  the 
Government  of  the  goods,  without  payment  of 
duties,  and  seized  and  secured  them  by  the 
strong  arm  of  the  State,  only  one  thing  more 
remained  to  be  done,  and  that  is,  to  out  off  all 
poB^bility  of  legal  redress ;  and  that,  too,  is 
aoeompitshed,  or  thooght  to  be  aeoompllshed. 
Ilie  ordinance  decrees,  that  all  jn^cial  proceed- 
ings fonnded  on  the  revenne  laws  (Inelading, 
of  coarse,  proceedings  in  the  oourta  of  the 
ITnited  States)  shall  be  null  and  void.  This 
nullifies  the  jadictal  power  of  the  United  States. 
Then  comes  the  test  oath  act  Thia  reqniree 
ail  State  judges  and  jurors  in  the  State  oourta  to 
swear  that  they  will  execute  the  ordinance,  uid 
^  acta  of  the  LegiaUtare  passed  in  pursnance 
m  thereof.  The  ordinance  declares  that  no  appeal 
shall  be  allowed  from  the  decision  of  the  6tat» 
oourta  to  the  Sopreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  replevin  act  makes  it  an  indict- 
able offence  for  any  clerk  to  famish  a  copy  of 
the  record,  for  the  purpose  of  each  «>peal. 

The  two  principal  provisions  on  which  South 
Carolina  relies,  to  resist  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  nullify  the  authority  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, are,  therefore,  these : 

1.  A  forcible  seizure  of  goods  before  the 
duties  are  paid  or  secured,  by  the  power  of  the 
•  -  — ..^^  State,  civil  and  military. 

^""''TSTlie  taking  away,  by  the-  most  effectual 
means  in  her  power,  of  all  legal  redress  in  the 
courts  of  the  United  States ;  the  ooafiniog  all 
jQdi<»al  proceedings  to  her  own  State  tribn^Ia ; 
and  the  compelling  of  her  jodges  ud  jarors  of 
these  her  own  coarts  to  take  an  oau  brtiDre- 
hand  tiiat  they  will  decide  all  cases  aooording 
to  the  ordinance,  and  tiie  acts  passed  onder  it; 
that  is,  that  they  will  decide  the  cause  one  way. 
They  do  not  swear  to  try  it  on  its  own  merits ; 
they  only  swear  to  decide  it  as  nullification  re- 
quires. 

The  character,  sir,  of  these  provisions  defies 
comment.  Their  object  is  as  plain  as  their 
means  are  extraordinary.  They  propose  direct 
resistance,  by  the  whole  power  of  the  State,  to 
laws  of  Oongress ;  to  cut  ofii;  by  methods  deem- 
ed adequate,  any  redress  by  legal  and  judicial 
authority.  They  arrest  legislation,  defy  the 
maaAvet  and  banish  tha  Jiuioial  powor  of  this 
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Government.  They  authorize  and  command 
acts  to  be  done,  and  done  by  force,  both  of 
numbers  and  of  wms,  which,  if  done,  and  done 
by  foroe,  are  dearie  acts  of  rebellion  and  (nsr 

son. 

Snch^  sir,  are  the  laws  of  Sonfli  Oarolina ; 
such,  sir,  is  the  peaoeable  remedy  of  nullifica- 
tion. Has  not  noUifloatiou  readied,  dr,  ev«n 
thna  early,  tiiat  point  of  direct  and  fwdUe  re- 
dstance  to  law.  to  which  I  intimated,  three 
^ars  ago,  it  phunly  tendedt 

And  now,  Hr.  I^eetdent,  what  is  the  reason 
for  paasing  laws  like  these !  What  are  the  op- 
pressions experienced  under  the  Unicm,  calling 
for  measnres  which  thus  threaten  to  sever  and 
destroy  it?  What  invasions  of  pnbHo  liberie, 
what  ruin  to  private  happiness,  what  long  list 
of  rights  violated,  or  wrongs  unredressed,  are 
to  justify  to  the  country,  to  poaterity,  and  to 
the  world,  this  assault  upon  the  free  Conb-tita- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  this  great  and  glorious 
work  of  our  fathers  t  At  this  very  moment,  ar, 
the  whole  land  smfles  in  peace,  and  rtjoioos  in 
plenty.  A  general  and  a  high  prosperity  per- 
vades the  country :  and,  Jnounng  by  the  com- 
mon standard,  by  increase  of  population  and 
wealth ;  or  judging  by  the  opinions  of  that  por- 
tion of  her  people  not  embarked  in  those  dan- 
gerous and  desperate  measures,  this  prosperity 
overspreads  South  Carolina  henelf. 

Thus,  happy  at  home,  our  oonntry,  at  the  same 
time,  holds  high  the  character  of  her  instito- 
tions,  her  power,  her  rapid  growth^  and  her 
future  destiny,  in  the  eyes  of  all  foreign  States. 
One  danger  onfy  creates  he^tation ;  one  doubt 
only  etists  to  ^ken  the  otherwise  nndooded 
bri^tnees  ni  that  aspect,  which  she  exhitnta  to 
the  view  and  to  the  adoration  of  tiie  world. 
Heed  I  s^r  that  that  doubt  respeots  the  perma^ 
nency  of  oar  Union!  and  need  I  say  Hiai  that 
doubt  is  now  eansed,  more  than  by  any  thing 
else,  by  these  vwy  proceedings  of  South  Oaro* 
linat  Sir,  all  Europe  is,  at  this  moment,  h»- 
holding  us,  and  loonog  for  the  issne  of  tiiis 
controversy ;  those  who  hate  free  institutiwa, 
with  malignant  hope;  those  who  love  them, 
with  deep  anxiety  and  shivering  Soar. 

The  cause,  then,  sir,  the  cause  I    Let  the 
world  know  the  causa  which  has  thus  induoed 
one  State  of  the  Union  to  bid  defiance  to  the 
power  of  the  whole,  and  <^enly  to  talk 
cession. 

8^,  the  world  will  scarody  believe  that  tiiia 
whole  oontroveny,  and  all  the  dasperate  mea»< 

ures  which  its  support  requires,  have  no  other 
foondation  than  a  difference  of  opiiUon,  upm  a 
provision  of  the  constitution,  between  a  m^or- 
ity  of  the  people  of  Sonth  Carolina,  on  one  aide, 
and  a  vast  m^ority  of  the  whole  people  <^  ttie 
United  States  on  the  other.  It  will  not  credit 
the  fact,  it  will  not  admit  tiie  possibility,  tha^ 
in  an  enlightened  age,  in  a  free,  popular  repub- 
lic, under  a  Government  where  the  people 
govern,  as  they  mustalways govern,  nndersimh 
systems,  by  nu^wities,  at  a  time  of  unpre- 
oedented  hapj^suaa,  witiioat  praotind  o^in»> 
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■ion,  Kithoat  evils,  sack  as  m&j  not  only  be 
pretended,  but  felt  and  expeiienoed, — evilfl  not 
alight  or  temporary,  but  deep,  permanent,  and 
kitolerable, — a  nngle  State  dioold  msh  into 
(XHiflict  with  all  the  rest,  attempt  to  put  down 
tiie  power  of  the  Unira  by  her  own  tawa,  and 
to  BQpport  those  laws  bj  her  military  power, 
and  thas  break  np  and  deatn^  the  world's  last 
hope.  And  well  the  world  may  be  inorednlona. 
We,  who  bear  and  bm  it,  can  onrselna  hardfy 
Tetbeliereit,  Even  after  all  that  had  preeeded 
it,  this  Mdinanoe  struck  the  oonntry  wiUi  amaze- 
ment It  was  incredible  and  inconceivable, 
that  Sonth  GaroUua  shoold  thos  plnnge  head- 
long into  resifltanoe  to  the  laws,  on  a  matter  of 
t^nnion,  and  on  a  question  in  which  the  pre- 
ponderance of  opinion,  both  of  the  present  day 
and  of  all  past  time,  was  so  overwhelmiagly 
against  her.  The  ordinance  declares  that  Con- 
greas  has  exceeded  its  jast  power,  by  l^ng 
dnties  on  imports,  intended  for  the  protectioD 
of  mannfaotores.  This  is  the  opinion  of  Sonth 
Carolina ;  and  on  the  stevngth  d  that  opinUai 
die  nullifies  the  Iaws.  Yet  has  the  rest  of  the 
oonntry  no  xiAt  to  its  fminiaaa  abo  t  la  one 
State  to  sit  sc^arWtressf  She  nudntdns  thftt 
those  laws  are  pWn,  deliberate,  and  palpable 
violations  of  the  constitation ;  that  she  has  a 
aonraign  right  to  decide  tins  matter ;  and  that, 
hftving  so  dedded,  she  is  antborised  to  resist 
their' execution  by  her  own  sovereign  power ; 
and  she  declares  that  she  will  reaist  it,  though 
SQoh  resistance  should  shatter  the  Union  into 
aUma. 

Ur.  PreEddent,  I  do  not  intend  to  discuss  the 
propriety  of  these  laws  at  large ;  but  I  will 
ask,  how  are  they  shown  to  be  thus  [dwnly  and 
palpably  nnonuutntional  t  Are  they  qnite  new 
bi  the  faisUny  oS  the  Govemment  I  Have  they 
no  oeontoianoe  at  all  hi  the  etmstitiitlon  itself  f 
At»  they  a  sodden  and  violent  usarpation  on  : 
the  rights  of  the  States?  Sir,  what  will  the 
oiviUsed  world  say,  what  will  posterity  say, 
when  tbey  learn  that  nmilar  laws  have  existed 
from  the  very  foundation  <tf  the  Government ; 
that  for  thirty  years  the  power  never  was 
questioned ;  and  tiiat  no  State  in  the  Union  has 
more  freely  and  unequivocnlly  admitted  it  than 
South  Carolina  herself? 

To  lay  and  collect  dnties  and  imposts  is  an 
express  power,  granted  by  tiie  constitation  to 
Congress.  It  is  also  an  ezdunve  power ;  for 
tbe  OMstitntioii  as  expressly  profaiuta  all  the 
Stutea  from  exerddng  it  themselves.  This  ez- 
preas  and  exolosive  power  is  nnlinuted  in  the 
terms  of  the  pant,  bnt  it  is  attended  with  two 
spedflo  restnotions :  first,  that  all  dnties  and 
imposts  shall  be  equal  in  all  the  States ;  second, 
that  no  dnUes  shall  be  laid  on  exports.  The 
power,  then,  being  granted,  and  being  attended 
with  tiiese  two  restrictions,  and  no  more,  who 
is  to  impose  a  Uiird  restriction  on  the  genertd 
words  of  the  grant?  If  the  power  to  lay 
dnties,  as  known  among  all  other  nations,  and 
as  known  in  all  oar  histoiy,  and  as  it  was  per- 
teotij  understood  when  the  constitution  was 


adopted,  includes  a  right  .of  discriminating, 
whije  exercising  the  power,  and  of  laying  some 
duties  heavier  and  some  lighter,  for  the  sake  of 
enoourafpng  our  own  domestic  prodccta,  what 
anthority  is  there  for  giving  to  the  words  used 
in  the  constitution  a  new,  narrow,  and  unusual 
meaning  f  All  the  limitations  which  tbe  oonsti- 
tution  intended,  it  has  expressed ;  and  what  it 
has  left  unrestricted,  is  as  much  a  part  its 
will  as  Um  lestraintB  which  it  has  imposed. 

Bnt  Hiese  lawa,  it  is  s^d,  arennconstitntilonal 
on  account  ol  the  motive.  How,  mr,  can  a  law 
be  examined  on  any  such  ground  ?  How  is  tiie 
motive  to  be  ascertained  t  One  House,  or  one 
member,  may  have  one  motive ;  the  other 
House,  or  anojher  member,  another.  One 
motive  may  operate  to-day,  and  auodier  to- 
morrow. Upon  any  suoh  mode  of  reasoning 
as  this,  one  law  might  be  unconstitnttonslnow, 
and  another  law,  in  exactly  the  same  words, 
perfectly  constitutional  next  year.  Besides, 
artiolea  may  only  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  home  products,  bnt  other  articles 
uaj  be  feft  free,  for  tiie  same  purpose,  and 
with  the  aame  motive.  A  law,  therefore,  woidd 
become  nnoonstitntioiial  from  what  it  omitted 
as  well  as  from  what  it  coatalned.  Mr.  Pre«- 
dent,  it  is  a  settied  prindple,  acknowledged  in 
all  legislative  halls,  recogni»d  before  tri- 
bnnals,  sanotioned  by  the  general  sense  and  un- 
derstanding of  mankind,  that  there  can  be  no 
inquiry  into  the  motives  of  those  who  pass  laws, 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  on  their  validity. 
If  the  law  be  within  tbe  fair  meaning  of  the 
words  in  the  grant  of  power,  its  authority  must 
be  admitted  untU  it  is  repealed.  This  mle, 
everywhere  acknowledged,  everywhere  admit- 
ted, is  BO  universal,  ara  so  complete^  without 
exception,  as  tbst  even  an  alleg&tioa  <^  fraud  in 
the  >m4orit7  of  a  Legislatare  is  not  allowed  as 
a  nomid  to  set  aadde  a  law. 

Bnt^  dr,  is  it  true  that  the  motive  tar  tiiese 
laws  is  such  as  is  stated !  I  think  not  Tbe 
great  object  of  all  tiiese  laws  is,  unques- 
tionably, revenne.  If  there  were  no  occa- 
sion for  revenue^  the  laws  would  not  have 
been  passed;  and  it  is  notorious  that  al- 
most the  entire  revenue  of  the  country  is 
derived  from  them.  And,  as  yet,  we  have 
collected  none  too  much  revenue.  The  treasury 
has  not  been  more  exhausted  for  many  years 
than  at  this  moment.  AU  tiii^  South  Carolina 
can  sagr  that  in  paanng  the  laws  whidi  she 
now  vadertakee  to  nvUify,  particHilar  artidea 
were  taxed  from  a  regard  to  the  proteetlon  of 
domertlo  artides,  higher  than  they  would  have 
been  had  no  such  regard  bera  entertdned. 
And  she  insists  that,  according  to  tbe  constita- 
tlon,  no  such  discriminaticm  can  be  allowed ;  that 
duties  shonld  be  Idd  for  revenue,  and  revenue 
only ;  and  that  it  is  unlawful  to  have  reference, 
in  any  case,  to  protection.  In  other  words, 
she  denies  the  power  of  discrimination.  She 
does  not,  and  cannot,  oomplaiu  of  excessive 
taxation ;  on  the  contrary,  she  professes  to  be 
willing  to  faj  uy  amoimt  for  revenne,  merely 
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as  reTenne ;  and  op  to  the  preseDt  moment 
tiiere  is  no  sniplas  of  revenue.  Her  ^evance, 
then,  that  plam  and  ipalpable  Tiolation  of  the 
constitntion  which  ehe  iosists  has  taken  place, 
is  simplj  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  discrimi- 
nation. Now,  sir,  is  the  exercise  of  this  power 
of  discrimination  plunly  and  palpably  nncon- 
atitntionat  f  I  hare  already  said  the  power  to 
lay  daties  is  given  by  the  constitution  in  broad 
and  general  terms.  There  is  also  conferred  on 
Congress  the  whole  power  of  regulating  com- 
merce in  another  disbnct  prorinon.  Is  it  clear 
and  palpable,  At — can  any  man  say  it  is  a  case 
beyond  donbt — that  nnder  these  two  powers 
OoDgress  may  not  jnsUy  dbcriminate  in  laying 
duties  for  the  purpose  of  coijinterr^Iing  the 
policy  of  foreign  nations,  or  of  favoring  our  own 
Lome  productions!  Sir,  what  onght  to  con- 
clude tiiis  question  forever,  as  it  would  seem  to 
me,  19,  that  the  regulation  of  commerce,  and  the 
imposition  of  duties,  are,  in  all  commercial 
nations,  powers  avowedly  and  constantly  exer- 
cised for  this  very  end. 

Mr.  President,  if  the  friends  of  nnllification 
sfaoold  be  ablfi  to  propagate  their  opinions,  and 
rive  tiiem  practical  effect,  they  woold,  in  my 
jadgment,  prove  themselves  Uie  most  skilfol 
*'  architects  of  ruin,"  the  most  effectual  ezttn- 

faishers  of  hi^-nds^  expectation,  the  greatest 
lasters  of  human  hopes,  which  any  age  has 
produced.  They  would  stand  up  to  proclaim, 
in  tones  which  would  pierce  the  ears  of  half  the 
human  race,  that  the  last  great  experiment  of 
iiepresentative  government  had  f^led.  They 
would  send  forth  sonnds,  at  the  hearing  of  which 
the  doctrine  of  the  divine  right  of  kings  would 
feeL  even  in  its  grave,  a  returning  sensation  of 
Titslity  and  renucitation.  Millions  of  eyes,  of 
tiiose  who  now  fleed  their  inherent  love  of  lib- 
erty on  the  BQOoess  of  the  American  example, 
Tonid  torn  away  from  beholding  our  dismem- 
berment, and  find  no  place  on  earth  whereon 
to  rest  their  gratified  sight  Amidst  the  incan- 
tations and  orgies  of  nuUiflcation,  secessioD,  dis- 
nnion,  and  revolution,  would  be  celebratea  tiie 
funeral  rites  of  constitutional  and  republican 
liberty. 

But,  sir,  if  the  Government  do  its  dnty ;  if 
'it  act  with  firmness  and  with  moderation,  these 
opinions  cannot  prevtul.  Be  assured,  sir,  be 
assured,  that,  among  the  political  sentiments 
of  this  people,  the  love  of  union  is  still  upper- 
most. Tliey  will  stand  fast  by  the  ooutitntioQ, 
and  by  Uioee  who  defend  It  I  rely  on  no  tem- 
porary expedients— on  no  pt^tioal  oombination 
— but  I  rely  on  the  true  American  feeling,  the 
genuine  patriotism  of  the  people,  and  the  im- 
perative decision  of  the  public  voice.  INsorder 
and  confusion,  indeed,  may  arise;  soenes  of 
commotion  and  contest  are  threatened,  and  per- 
haps may  come.  With  my  whole  heart  I  pray 
for  the  continuance  of  the  domestic  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  country.  I  desire  most  anlentiy  the 
restoration  of  affection  and  harmony  to  all  its 
parts.  I  desire  that  every  citizen  of  the  whole 
donntiy  may  look  to  this  Government  with  no 
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other  sentiments  but  those  of  grateful  respect 
and  f^tachment.  But  I  cannot  yield,  even  to 
kind  feelings,  the  cause  of  the  constitution,  the 
true  glory  of  the  country,  and  the  great  tnist 
whitm  we  hold  in  our  hands  for  snccMdin^  ages. 
If  tiie  constitution  cannot  be  mwntained  without 
meeting  these  scenes  of  commotion  end  contest, 
however  unwelcome,  they  most  come.  "We 
cannot,  we  must  not^  we  dare  not,  omit  to  do 
that  which,  in  our  jodgment,  the  aafe^  <rf  the 
Union  reqaires.  sot  regardleee  of  eaoM^ 
^nenoes,  we  mnat  jfi  meet  oonieqnenoes ;  see- 
ing the  hasarda  whidi  snrroond  die  disdiargft 
of  pnblic  dnty,  it  most  yet  be  discharged.  For 
myself  itir,  I  shun  no  responsibility  justly  de- 
volving on  me,  here  or  dsewhere,  in  attempting 
to  maintain  the  cause.  I  am  tied  to  it  by  indis- 
soluble bands  of  affection  and  duty,  and  I  shall 
cheerfully  part^e  in  its  fortunes  and  its 
fate.  I  am  ready  to  perform  my  own  appro- 
priate part  whenever  and  wherever  the  occa- 
sion may  call  on  me,  and  take  my  chance 
among  those  upon  whom  blows  may  fall  first 
and  fful  thickest.  I  shall  exert  every  facnlty  I 
possess  in  aiding  to  prevent  the  constitution 
iVom  b^ng  nnllified,  destroyed,  or  impaired ; 
and  even  should  X  see  it  fall,  I  will  still,  with  • 
v<Hoe,  feeble,  perhaps,  bnt  earnest  as  ever  issued 
ft-om  human  lips,  and  wit2i  fideHty  and  zeal 
which  nothing  shall  extingnidi,  call  on  the 
FBOPU  to  come  to  its  reeone. 
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RnoMie  ColUeUon  SiU—lFull^fieatum. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
to  provide  further  lor  the  collection  of  tiie  du- 
ties on  imports. 

Mr.  PouTDOTSB,  who  was  entltied  to  tiie 
floor,  rose  and  said  he  was  compiled  to  deaUne 
any  participation  in  the  debate  at  tiiis  time^ 
on  account  of  the  state  of  hia  health.  If  the 
subject  should  be  postponed,  he  hoped  to  be 
able  at  another  time  to  address  the  Smate  in 
relation  to  it 

The  Onuat  having  stated  the  question  to  be, 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?  " 

Mr.  Oalhoun  stud  he  had  not  anticipated  this 
qaestion  for  this  morning.  When  it  was  put^ 
he  hoped  there  would  be  a  full  Senate.  He 
moved  the  postponement  of  the  further  oiHi- 
sideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  FoBSTTB  hoped  the  postponement  woold 
not  take  place,  as  the  session  was  draw^g  to 
a  close.  He  had  a  de»re  to  address  tiie  Senate 
on  the  question  before  it,  bnt  was  not  di^Ktsed 
to  do  it  to-day.  He  had  oomfthere  this  mom-- 
log,  expecting  to  hear  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Mississippi.  He  wonld  sorest  that,  if  no 
additional  amendments  were  to  be  offerwl,  the 
hill  should  be  passed  to  a  third  reading,  and 
discussed  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Calhodit.— The  third  reading  of  a  hiH,  as 
the  Senator  knows,  is  the  most  trymgqnoation. 
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Having  a  solemn  conviction  of  the  importance 
of  the  qnestton,  I  wish  it  to  bo  talken  in  ftill 
Senate.  He  had  no  other  ol^Ject,  than  to  pro- 
core  a  Ml  discussion  of  tjie  measnre,  and  he 
regretted  inability  of  the  Senator  ftom  His- 
sissippt  to  proceed  at  present.  If  mj  gentle- 
man wished  to  offer  an  amendment,  or  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate,  he  wonld  withdraw  his  motion 
to  postpone. 

The  motion  having  been  withdrawn, 
Mr.  FoRBTTH  commenced  a  series  of  observa- 
tions, which  he  continned  nntil  three  o^cIock. 
His  argnment,  commencing  with  the  precise 
moUoQ  before  the  Senate,  gradoaliy  expanded 
into  a  view  of  the  whole  snhject  nnder  debate. 
As  re^rded  the  exciting  qnesUon  of  nolllQca- 
taon,  that  doctrine  he  held  was  untenable.  Ko 
individual  State  possessed  the  right  of  nnllifioa- 
tion  from  any  sovereignty  residing  in  her. 
Sovereignty,  htf  contended,  did  not  exist  in  the 
States,  separately  or  individaally,  since  the 
Union.  Smce  that  period,  It  resided  in  the 
TTnited  States  as  a  whole ;  and  by  them  alone 
could  it  be  exercised,  and  in  the  mode  defined 
by  the  constitution.  Hach  ingeauity  had  been 
called  forth  in  sapport  of  noUlficaUon ;  bnt 
mystify  it  as  they  pleased,  it  conld  not  stand 
the  test  of  argument.  The  doctrine  was  pre- 
posterous ;  it  was  a  mere  web  of  sophism  and 
easnistry.  And  the  argnments  in  its  favor,  if 
analyzed,  and  put  through  the  alembic,  wonld 
result  in  the  double  distilled  essence  of  non- 
araoe.  Bnt  having  thus  denounced  nullifica- 
tion he  would  admit  that  the  position  which 
South  Carolina  had  taken  had  served  one  good 
purpose,  that  of  opening  the  eyes  of  the  country 
to  the  injustice  done  to  the  South  by  an  odious 
and  oppressive  tariff.  As  regarded  the  tariff, 
the  whole  South  were  with  South  Carolina,  in 
the  general  principle  of  resistance  to  it;  but 
they  differed  from  her  in  the  mode  which  she 
had  thought  fit  to  adopt.  But  if  the  tariff  was 
odious,  and  must  finally  be  put  an  end  to,  nei- 
ther could  the  course  of  South  Carolina  be  de- 
fended, or  tolerated,  with  safiBty  to  the  Union. 
Be  looked  forward  m  anticipation  to  the  period 
AS  nigh  at  hand,  when  the  protective  system 
must  expire,  and,  in  like  manner,  when  nullifi- 
cation would  sink  into  the  grave.  He  hoped 
soon  to  see  them  buried  in  the  same  tomb ; 
and  willingly  would  he  then  prononnee  their 
funeral  oration,  and  inscribe  on  their  monument 
the  epit^>h — '*  reguiaeat  in  pau," 

[After  wme  flirther  dianiHioB,  and  after  the  of- 
ibtiag  and  Hjeetton  of  a  nnmbw  of  amendments  to 
(hebm:] 

The  Chur  put  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  athirdtimel"  which 
waa  dedded  in  the  affirmative,  82  to  8^  by  the 
following  vote : 

Taia. — Uessrs.  Bell,  Bnekner,  Chambers,  Clay- 
too,  DaQas,  Dickerson,  Dudley,  Swing,  Foot,  For- 
syth, Frelit^aysen,  Qnmdy,  Hendrieks,  Hill, 
BoIbcs,  Johnston,  Kane,  Naadidn,  Frentba,  Bives, 
Bobbins,   Robinson,   Buggies,  SfUbee,  Bmitb, 


^raf^w^ptoo,  TomUnson,  Webster,  White,  Wll- 

Nati.— Messrs.  Bibb,  CUhoon,  King,  Uangum, 
Uiller,  Moore,  Troup,  Tjlar— «. 

The  Senate  then,  at  half  after  11  o'clock 
P.  M.,  o^joamed. 


TrasDAT,  February  19. 
The  Tariff. 

Ur.  Cut,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  to  modify  the  sev- 
erol  acts  iinposUig  duties  on  imports,  reported 
the  bill  with  various  amendments. 

Mr.  C.  then  stated,  that  he  waa  also  author- 
ized to  say  that  at  a  proper  tteie  another 
amendment  would  be  offered  on  the  subject  of 
the  valuation  of  goods,  which  would  be  calcn- 
lated  to  conciliate  the  conflicting  opinitma 
which  had  prevailed  in  reference  to  that  poiut 
He  was  happy  to  say  that,  although  there  was 
so  short  an  interval  for  the  action  of  the  two 
Houses  on  this  bill,  the  committee  entertained 
strong  hopes  that  it  would  be  found  practicable 
to  effect  some  accommodation  of  this  question 
before  the  close  of  the  present  session.  He 
was  directed  to  move  that  the  amendments  be 
printed,  and  ftirtiier.to  more  that  tiie  bill  and 
amendments  be  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
morrow, with  the  understanding  that  if  the  meas- 
ure now  pending  before  the  Senate  should  not 
be  disposed  of  by  that  time,  the  bill  now  re- 
ported wonld  not  be  pressed  to  interfere  with 
that  discussion. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  hill  and  amendments  were 
made  the  spedal  order  for  to-morrow. 


Thubsdat,  February  21. 

T%e  TarUF—BttUuUon  ^  jDuita—Compnmite 

Ml. 

Mr.  Cut  moved  to  take  up  the  special  order, 
being  the  bill  "to  modify  the  act  of  the  14th 
of  July,  1882,  and  all  other  acta  imposing  duties 
on  imports; which  being  agreed  to,  the  bill 
was  then  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
as  amended  by  the  select  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  as  follows : 

[The  bill  omitted.  Its  leading  provisions  were : 
a  periodical  annual  redueUon  of  one-tenth  of  the 
present  duties  for  seven  years,  after  vhleh  all  the 
remrinlng  duty  above  80  percentnm  on  the  value 
should  be  eqoally  ififlded  into  two  parts,  and  part 
sbuekoffatthe  end  of  one  year  thereafter,  and  the 
other  half  at  the  end  of  another  year,  so  that  at  the 
end  of  nine  years  all  duties  should  be  reduced  to 
SO  percentum  on  the  value,  with  a  li«t  of  free  arti- 
cles, and  no  more  revenue  to  be  raised  tbau  neces- 
sary for  the  ecoaoniictl  support  <tf  the  Government. 
The  act  to  be  permanent.] 

Mr.  Cult  now  rose  to  propose  the  amend- 
ment of  which  he  had  previously  ^ven  notice. 


Tfu  7hriff^S«dtietion     Datkt—Compromue  Bill. 


Digitized  by 


112 


ABRIDGMBNT  OF  THE 


2%«  Tariff—BedueluM  ijfJMu  -  Ctmpromue  SttL  [FsBBUsr,  1888. 


The  object  was,  that  after  the  period  preeoribed 
b^  the  bill,  all  duties  should  thereaner  be  as- 
sessed <m  a  valuBtion  made  at  the  port  in  vhioh 
the  goods  are  first  imported,  and  nnder  "such 
regalatious  as  m&j  be  prescribed  by  lav."  Hr. 
O.  said  it  would  be  seen  by  this  amendment, 
that  in  place  of  having  foreign  valnation,  it 
was  iotended  to  have  a  home  ooe.  It  was  be- 
lieved by  the  friends  of  the  protective  system, 
that  snch  a  regulation  was  necessary.  It  was 
believed  by  many  of  the  Mends  of  the  system, 
that  after  the  period  of  nine  and  a  half  years, 
the  most  of  our  maaofaotares  will  be  effi- 
ciently grown  to  be  able  to  support  themselTea 
nnder  a  daly  of  twenty  per  cent,  if  properly 
laid;  bat  that  nnder  a  system  of  foreign  valo- 
ation,  such  would  not  be  the  case.  They  say 
t^  it  would  be  more  detrimental  to  their  in- 
terests than  the  lowest  scale  of  duties  that 
ooiUd  be  imposed;  and  you  propose  to  fix  a 
standard  of  dnties.  They  are  willing  to  take 
yon  at  your  word,  provided  yon  regulate  this 
in  a  way  to  do  tbem  justice. 

Hr.  Smith  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  an  increase  of  dnties ; 
that  it  had  been  tried  before ;  that  it  wonld  be 
impracticable,  uneqnal,  imjust,  and  productive 
of  oonfustoD,  inasmneh  as  imported  goods  were 
ofmBtautly  varying  in  value,  and  wen  weH 
known  to  be,  at  all  times,  cheaper  in  New  York 
than  in  the  commercial  cities  sonth  of  it.  This 
would  have  the  effect  of  drawing  all  the  trade 
of  the  United  Btates  to  New  York. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  regretted,  exceedingly, 
that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  felt  it  his 
duty  to  move  the  amendment.  According  to 
his  present  impressions,  the  objections  to  it 
were  insnrmountable;  and,  unless  these  were 
removed,  he  should  be  compelled  to  vote 
agunst  the  whole  bill  ahonld  the  amendment 
be  adopted.  The  measure  mopoBed  was,  in  his 
opinion,  nnoonstitutionaL  The  constitution  ex- 
pressly provided  that  no  preference  ^idd  be 
giveu,  by  any  regulation  of  oonuneroe,  to  tibe 
ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  another;  and 
this  would  be  the  effect  of  adopting  the  amend- 
ment Thus,  great  iqjnsttce  and  Inequality 
must  necessarily  result  from  it;  for,  the  price 
of  goods  being  cheaper  in  the  northern  than  in 
the  southern  cities,  a  home  valnation  would 
^ve  to  the  former  a  preference  in  the  payment 
of  duties.  Again,  the  price  of  goods  being 
higher  at  Kew  Orleans  uid  Charleston  than  at 
New  York,  the  freight  md  insoranoe  also  being 
higher,  together  with  the  increased  expenses 
of  a  ^ckly  elhnate,  wonld  give  sooh  advaota^ 
bi  the  amount  of  anties  to  the  northern  oity, 
as  to  draw  to  tt  mndi  of  the  trade  of  the  south- 
ern ones.  In  his  view  of  the  snl^eot,  this  was 
not  all.  He  was  not  merchant  enough  to  say 
what  would  be  the  extent  of  duties  under  this 
system  of  home  valuation ;  bnt,  as  he  under- 
stood it,  they  must,  of  oonseqnoioe,  be  pro- 
gressive. For  instanoe,  an  article  is  bronght 
intoNew  York,  value  there  100  dollars.  Twen- 
tgr  per  cent  on  that  would  raise  the  value  of 


the  utide  to  one  fanndred  and  twenty  dollan^ 
on  which  valoe  a  dnty  of  twenty  per  omt. 
wonld  be  aaaessed  at  the  n<a:t  importation,  and 
BO  on.  It  would,  therefore,  be  impossible  to  say 
to  what  extent  the  duties  would  run  up.  Be 
r^retted  the  more  that  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  felt  it  his  duty  to  offer  this  amend- 
ment, as  he  was  willing  to  leave  the  matter  to 
the  dedsion  of  a  future  Congress,  thongh  he  did 
not  see  how  they  oould  get  over  the  insnperable 
constitntioDal  objections  he  had  glanced  at  "ib. 
0.  luipealed  to  the  Senator  from  Emtxxckj^ 
whetner,  with  these  views,  he  wonld  press  ms 
amendment  when  he  had  eight  or  lUneyeaxs 
in  advance  Wore  it  could  take  efibot  He  un- 
derstood the  argument  of  the  Benatm  from 
Kentucky  to  be  an  admission  that  tho  amend- 
ment was  not  now  absolutely  neoessary.  With 
respect  to  the  apprehension  of  frauds  on  the 
revenue,  Mr.  C.  sud  that  every  future  Congress 
would  have  the  strongest  disposition  to  guard 
ag^at  them.  The  vety  rednction  of  dnties, 
he  Bud,  would  have  that  effect ;  it  wonld  strike 
at  the  root  of  the  evil.  Mr.  C.  sud  he  agreed 
with  the  Senator  from  Kentudcy,  that  this  bill 
will  be  the  final  effort  at  conciliation  and  com- 
promise ;  and  he,  for  one,  was  not  diq>osedf  if 
it  passed,  to  violate  it     flitare  leodidion. 

MI.  OtxTtox  could  not  vote  for  tibls 
without  this  amendment,  nor  would  he  admit 
any  idea  of  an  abandonment  of  the  protective 
system;  while  he  was  willing  to  pass  this  meas- 
ure, as  one  of  concession  from  the  stronger  to 
the  weaker  party,  he  never  could  agree  that 
twenty  per  cent  was  adequate  protection  to 
our  domestic  mannfactores.  He  had  been  anx- 
ious to  do  something  to  relieve  South  Carolina 
from  her  present  perilous  position ;  though  he 
had  never  been  driven  by  the  taunts  of  south- 
ern gentiemen  to  do  that,  which  he  now  did, 
for  tlie  sake  of  condliation. 

Hr.  Dauju  was  opposed  to  the  propodtioa 
from  the  oommittee^  ud  screed  with  Ur.  Cal- 
houn. He  would  state  Imefly  his  objection  to 
the  proposition  of  the  committee.  Although 
he  was  from  a  State  strongly  diapered  to  main- 
tain the  protective  policy,  he  labored  nnder  an 
impression,  that  if  any  thing  could  be  done  to 
oonciliate  tiie  Sonthem  Stat^,  it  was  his  dnty 
to  go  for  a  measure  for  that  purpose ;  bnt  he 
should  not  go  beyond  it  He  could  do  nothing 
in  this  way,  as  representing  his  particular  dis- 
trict of  the  conntxy,  but  only  for  the  general 
good.  He  oould  not  agree  to  inoorp<»^to  in 
tiie  bin  ttoj  principle  whwh  he  thoiu;ht  erro- 
neous or  inqm^.  S»  would  aanown  noth- 
ing in  the  bill  as  an  abandonment  <tt  the  prin- 
ciple of  protection.  Mr.  D.  then  made  a  few 
remarks  on  home  and  foreign  valuation,  tojhow 
the^Y>uttd  of  his  objections  to  the  amendment 
of  MT.  Olat,  thongh  it  did  not  prevent  his 
strong  desire  to  compromise  and  conciliation. 

Mr.  FonsTTH  was  opposed  to  the  Senate  de- 
ciding a  question  for  tiieir  soocessore.  He  was 
opposed  to  putting  any  thing  into  the  bill  which 
was  had  in  theory;  but  he  thought  no  pledges 
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oonld  be  given  with  regard  to  the  future  aoUon 

Mr.  Kans  olfjeoted  to  the  home  Talnation, 
aa  neoessaril^  at  rarianoe  with  the  daase  in 
tiie  omistitntion,  which  requires  thaf  no  pref- 
erence shonld  be  made  of  one  port  over 
another. 

Hr,  Simn  entered  laivelf  Into  the  details 
oi  the  snbjeot,  and  objected  to  the  adoption  of 
a  system  now,  which  would  go  into  operation 
eight  years  hence. 

ICr.  Oalbouk  said  tiiat  he  listened  with  ^eat 
care  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tuck?,  and  other  gentlemen,  who  had  advo- 
eated  the  same  side,  in  hopes  of  having  his 
ol{)ection  to  the  mode  of  valoation  proposed  in 
the  amendment  lemored;  hnt  he  most  say, 
that  the  diffienltieB  he  fint  ezpreesed  still  re- 
mained. Passing  over  what  seemed  to  him  to 
he  a  oonetitntional  objection,  he  wonld  direct 
his  observation  to  what  appMred  to  him  to  be 
its  unequal  operation.  If  by  the  home  valua- 
tion be  meant  the  foreign  price,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  freight,  ioanrancej  and  other  expenses 
at  the  port  of  destination,  it  is  manifest  that  as 
these  are  unequal  between  the  several  ports  in 
the  Union— for  instance,  between  the  ports  of 
New  York  and  New  Orleans — the  duty  must 
also  be  unequal  in  the  same  d^ree,  if  md  on 
value  thus  estimated.  But  by  the  home 
valuation,  he  meant  the  prices  current  at  the 

Elace  of  importation,  then,  in  addition  to  the 
lequality  already  stated,  there  would  have  to 
be  added  the  additional  inequality  resulting 
feom  tiie  different  rotes  of  profits,  and  other 
circumstances,  which  must  necessarily  render 
prices  very  oneanal  in  the  several  ports  of  this 
widely  extended  country.  There  would,  in 
the  same  view,  be  another  and  a  stronger  objec- 
tion, which  he  alluded  to  in  his  former  remarks, 
which  remiuDed  unanswered — that  the  duties 
themselves  constitute  part  of  the  elements  of 
the  current  prices  of  the  imported  articles;  and 
that,  to  impose  a  duty  on  a  valnation  ascer- 
tained by  the  current  prices,  would  be  to  im- 
pose, in  reality,  a  duty  upon  a  duty,  and  must 
neoeasarily  produoe  that  increased  progression 
in  dnties,  wnioh  he  had  already  lUtempted  to 
Illustrate. 

Hr.  CuTroN  said,  this  point  had  been  dis- 
cussed  in  the  committee;  and  it  was  because 
this  amendment  was  not  adopted  that  he  had 
withheld  his  assent  from  the  bill.  They  had 
now  but  seven  business  days  of  thii  sesEion  re- 
maining ;  and  it  would  require  the  greatest 
unanimity,  both  in  that  body  imd  in  the  other 
House,  to  pass  any  bill  on  tiiiis  sul^eot  "Were 
gentlemen  coming  from  the  opposite  extremes 
of  the  Dnion,  and  representing  oppo^te  iutw- 
eat&to  igne  to  onnbine  tctteoaer,  there  would 
bwpdly  he  time  to  paw  tUa  bill  Into  a  law;  yet 
If  he  saw  that  it  ooald  be  done,  he  would  gladly 
go  on  with  the  c<ni^eration  of  the  biU,  and 
with  the  deterndnation  to  do  all  that  could  be 
■dxmo,  llie  honorable  member  from  South  Caro- 
Una  had  found  insaperable  obstaoleB  where  he 
Vol.  XIL--8 


[Smatk. 

(Mr.  C.)  had  found  none.  On  their  part,  iif 
they  agreed  to  this  bill,  it  would  only  be  for 
the  sue  of  conciliation;  if  South  Oar<^B 
would  not  aooept  the  measure  in  that  light, 
then  th«r  motive  for  anangement  was  at  an 
end.  He  (Mr.  0.)  apprehended,  however,  that 
good  might  result  from  bringing  the  proposition 
forward  at  (hat  time.  It  wonld  be  placed  be- 
fore the  view  of  the  people,  who  would  have 
time  to  reflect  and  make  up  tbeir  miuds  upon 
it  against  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress. 
He  did  not  hold  any  man  as  pledged  by  their 
action  at  this  time.  If  the  arrangement  was 
found  to  be  a  proper  one,  the  next  Congress 
might  adopt  it  But,  for  the  reasons  he  had 
already  stated,  he  had  littie  hope  that  any  bill 
would  be  passed  at  this  session ;  and,  to  go  on 
debating  i^  day  after  day,  would  only  have  the 
effi»ct  of  defeating  iha  many  mivate  Inlla  and 
other  husinesB  which  were  wwing  the  action  of 
Congress.  He  would  therefore  propose  to  lay 
the  bill  for  the  present  on  the  tame ;  if  it  were 
found,  at  a  future  period,  before  tiie  expiration 
of  the  session,  that  there  was  a  prospect  of 
overcoming  tiie  difflculties  which  now  presented 
themselves,  and  of  acting  upon  it,  the  bill  might 
be  agwn  taken  up.  If  no  other  gentieman 
wiBhed  to  make  any  observations  on  the  amend- 
ment, he  would  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  then,  at  half-paat  four  o^clook, 
a^Joomed. 

Fkdat,  February  S2. 
Th*  Tariff. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  bill  to 
modify  the  act  of  Uth  July,  1882,  and  all 
other  laws  imposing  dnties  on  imports,  the 
question  being  on  Mr.  Cult's  ameudment, 
providing  that  the  proposed  rate  of  duty 
payable  after  1842  should  be  computed  upon 
the  value  of  merchandise  at  the  port  of  impor- 
tation, 

Mr.  Hul  rwretted  very  much  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  QSt.  Gut,)  after 
having  gratuitoudy  extendea  the  olive  branch, 
after  having  been  comj^imented  by  gentie^ 
men  who  represented  the  "a^^eved  South," 
and  who  comd  there  allay  the  storm  that  had 
been  raised  by  ambitious  politicians  for 
mercenary  purposes,  as  a  ^'pacificator"  and 
"  mediator,"  should  snatch  the  cup  from  the 
lips  of  the  friends  of  the  Union  by  interposing 
an  amendment.  What  is  the  object  of  this 
amen^entt  Bo  far  from  affecting  the  present 
rate  of  duties,  it  does  not  touch  an  article  !m 
neariy  ten  years  I  Nor  is  it  at  all  InndinK  on  any 
flitnre  Congress,  let  the  principle  be  declared  as 
it  wilt  I  could  not,  were  I  in  any  other  place, 
beUeve  geutiemoi  to  be  in  earnest  when  they 
were  contending  for  the  points  of  difference  be- 
tween the  biil  aait  stands,  and  the  bill  as  it  will 
stand  when  amended.  It  can  be  of  no  conse- 
quence here  to  discuss  the  point,  whether  the  pub- 
ho  interest  will  be  better  consulted  by  a  "  home 
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valaation,"  ten  years  henee,  or  the  valoation  as 
now  made.  I  consider  the  present  valoation  as 
virta^y  a  home  Taloation :  if  not  so,  where  is 
tiie  use  of  i^vprusera  in  the  sereral  porta  as  now 
provided  hy  law  t  If  by  the  amendment  the 
price  of  fre^t  is  to  be  added  at  the  several  ports; 
If  the  prices  are  to  fln<^te  from  week  to  week, 
and  from  month  to  month,  as  goodsare  i^enty  or 
scarce,  the  amendment  ought  to  be  rejected^  and 
no  ftature  Congress  will  regard  oar  mandate  for 
enfordng  ^e  adoption  of  its  principles.  If  it  in- 
tends the  raising  of  the  duties  five,  ten,  or  twen- 

per  cent.,  the  peojde  will  never  saffer  any  Oon- 
gress  to  adopt  it^ 

Mr.  Webstsb  held  the  home  valnation  to  he, 
to  any  extent,  impracticable ;  and  that  it  was 
nnprecedented  and  unknown  in  any  legisla- 
tion. Both  the  home  and  foreign  valnation 
ODC^t  to  be  exdnded  as  fiir  as  possible,  and 
qMcifio  dnties  Aonid  be  resorted  to.  This 
keeping  out  of  view  specific  dnties,  and  tnrnlog 
ns  back  to  the  principle  of  a  valnation,  was,  in 
bis  view,  the  great  vice  of  tihts  bill.  In 
England  five  oat  of  six,  or  nine  out  of  ton 
articles,  pay  specific  datiea,  and  the  valuation 
is  on  the  remnant.  Among  the  articles  which 
pay  ad  valorem  duties  in  England  ore  silk 
goods,  whi^Ji  are  imported  either  from  India, 
whence  they  are  brought  to  one  port  only ;  or 
from  Europe,  in  which  case  there  is  a  specific 
and  an  ad  valorem  duty ;  and  the  officer  has 
the  option  to  take  either  the  one  or  the  other.  He 
BD^ested  that  tiie  Senate,  before  they  adopted 
the  ad  valorem  prindple,  should  look  to  the 
effects  on  the  importation  of  the  oountry. 

He  took  a  view  of  the  iron  trade,  to  show 
tiiat  evil  wonld  result  to  that  branch  from  a 
snbsUtution  of  the  ad  valorem  for  the  specific 
system  of  duties.  He  admitted  himself  to  be 
unable  to  comprehend  the  elements  of  a  home 
valnation,  and  mentioned  cases  where  it  would 
be  impossible  to  find  an  accurate  standard  of 
valuation  of  this  character.  The  plan  was  im- 
practicable and  illusory. 

Mr.  Bektos  objected  to  the  home  valuation, 
as  tending  to  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  dted  the  following 
clause :  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ezdses; 
bnt  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  shall  benni- 
fhrm  throughout  the  United  States."  All  nni- 
formity  of  dnties  and  imposts,  he  contended, 
wonld  be  destroyed  by  this  amendment.  No 
human  judgment  could  fix  the  value  of  the  same 
goods  at  the  same  rate  in  all  the  various  ports 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  same  individual 
valued  the  goods  in  every  port,  and  every  cargo 
in  every  port,  he  would  commit  innumerable 
errors  and  mistakes  in  the  valuation ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  diversity  of  these  errors  and 
mistakes,  would  be  the  diversity  in  the  amount 
of  duties  and  inmosta  1^  and  eoUeoted  in  the 
dlflbrent  ports.  Bnt  it  wonld  not  be  the  judg- 
ment of  (Hie  individual  that  would  make  ul 
these  valnationSj  bnt  the  jndgmente  of  huntbeds 
would  be  reqmred.  Kew  Tork  alone  wonld 
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require  scores ;  other  ports  a  number  propor* 
tionate  to  their  business ;  Mid  no  port  could  be 
trusted  with  less  tiian  two,  however  insignifioant 
its  importMiona  miriit  be.  Admitting  evei^ 
appraiser  to  be  skufhl,  diligent,  and  honest,  it 
would  be  imposfdble  but  that  the  grossest  varia- 
tions, in  assessing  the  values  of  the  same  goods, 
must  take  place  in  the  different  ports  of  the 
United  States,  and  even  in  the  same  ports  on 
different  days  and  different  cargoes.  But  it 
wonld  be  impossible  that  all  the  appraisers 
should  be  skilful,  and  especially  that  they 
should  be  skilled  in  the  value  of  all  the  infinite 
variety  of  commodities  which  the  genius  of 
the  artist  fabricates  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe,  and  which  the  enterprise  ofthe  merchant 
brings  into  the  United  States.  So  far  from 
this  univOTsnl,  and  almost  mlracnlous  skill,  in 
all  the  appraisers,  it  wonld  turn  out,  in  practice, 
that  many  of  them  would  be  mere  ignoramuses, 
worked  into  office  by  the  power  and  influence 
cf  frienda,  and  totally  destitute  <jf  the  knowledge 
which  tiie  place  reqidred.  Even  those  who 
were  skilful  in  one  class  of  commodities  might 
be  ignorant  of  another ;  the  man  who  was  a 
judge  of  cotton  goods  might  know  nothing  of 
woollens;  he  that  was  acquainted  with  brandies 
might  know  nothing  of  wines;  the  nice  critic 
in  fancy  goods  might  be  wholly  ignorant  of 
hardware;  and  so  on  throughout  the  whole 
list  of  the  importations.  With  or  without  skill, 
it  would  be  impossible  that  every  appri^ser,  in 
so  large  a  number,  should  be  diligent  and  &ith- 
fiiL  Some  may  m  too  indolent  and  in^&rent 
to  take  upon  tiiemselves  tiie  laborious  ezamioa- 
tions  which  are  indispensable  to  the  formation 
of  correct  judgment;  some  may  lack  princijde^ 
and  take  a  douceur  from  the  importer  to  value 
his  goods  low,  and  depress  the  duty ;  or  take 
the  same  dcueeur  from  the  manufactarers,  to 
value  them  high,  and  enhance  the  duties.  Some 
may  take  one  rule,  and  some  another,  for  fixing 
valuations;  some  may  consult  invoices;  some 
may  go  to  auctioneers ;  some  to  men  in  busi- 
ness ;  others  to  men  out  of  business ;  and  some 
may  consult  nobody,  but  rely  upon  the  view  of 
their  own  eyes,  the  tonch  of  their  own  fingers, 
and  the  taste  of  their  own  tongues,  for  the 
qnaUty  and  value  ot  every  thing  that  comes  in 
tneir  way.  Such  must  be  the  appndsers ;  and 
in  such  hands  an  infinite  diversity  of  values  must 
be  placed  upon  the  same  goods  in  different 
ports,  and  a  corresponding  diversity  must 
accrue  in  the  amount  of  duties  and  imposts 
levied  and  collected  upon  them. 

Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  home  valuation,  be- 
cause it  would  destroy  the  effect,  and  turn  into 
a  more  illusion  the  nltimate  reduction  to  twenty 
per  cent.,  which  the  bill  proposed,  and  which 
was  the  only  inducement  with  anti-tariff  mem- 
bers for  bearing  with  the  heavy  duties  which 
are  to  be  kept  up  for  the  first  seven  years  which 
the  hill  had  to  mo.  He  did  not  believe  the 
reduction  wonld  ever  come  down  to  twenty 
per  oent ;  but  if  it  should,  tiid  home  valuation 
attached  immediatdy,  and  oonvrated  that 
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tweaty  into  about  thirty  1  The  difference  of 
the  home  and  the  foreign  valne  would  be  about 
one-third  in  the  northern  porta,  and  one-half  in 
the  aouthem  ports ;  conseqaently,  the  baus  of 
calculation  would  bo  enlargisd  one-third,  or 
one-half;  bat  the  difference,  in  fact,  would  be 
still  grei^.  It  is  openly,  pabUdy,  repeatedly, 
and  Mtentationdy  {nodaimed  on  uds  floor,  by 
the  friends  of  the  bill  that  twenty  per  cent, 
npon  the  home  valnation  is  more  than  tUrty 
per  cent,  on  the  ralue  I  Asrame  it  at  thirty, 
and  what  will  be  the  result !  On  one  hundred 
millions  of  importations,  the  Qoremtnent  will 
receive  thirty  millions  of  revenne  instead  of 
twenty ;  on  every  hundred  dollam*  worth  of 
goods,  the  consumer  will  pay  thirty  dollars  tax 
instead  of  twenty!  Both  as  a  reduction  of 
revenue  to  the  Government  and  as  a  reduction 
of  tax  to  the  consumer,  the  valuation  contra- 
dicts the  ultimate  point  and  main  object  of  the 
bill,  uid  renders  it  wholly  deoeptive  and  iUn- 
aory. 

Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  home  valastitai,  be- 
oanse  It  would  be  iqjurious,  and  almost  fttal  to 
the  Bouthem  ports.  He  ccmfined  his  remarks  to 
New  Orleans.  The  standard  of  valuation  would 
be  fifteen  or  tweny  per  cent,  biffher  in  New 
Orleans  than  in  New  York,  and  other  northern 
ports.  All  importers  wiU  go  to  the  northeastern 
cities,  to  evade  high  duties  at  New  Orleans ; 
and  that  great  emporium  of  the  West  will  be 
doomed  to  nnk  into  a  mere  exporting  city, 
while  all  the  money  which  it  pays  for  exports 
must  be  carried  off  and  expended  elsewhere  for 
imports.  Without  an  import  traAe  no  city  can 
flonrish,  or  even  famish  a  good  market  for 
exports.  It  will  be  drained  ofits  effective  cash, 
and  deprived  of  its  l^tim^  guns,  and  must 
langnlsn  far  in  the  rear  of  what  it  would  be  if 
enriched  with  tiie  profits  of  an  import  toade. 
As  an  exporter,  it  will  buy ;  as  an  importer,  it 
will  soli.  All  buying  and  no  selling  must  im- 
poverish cities  as  well  as  individi^s.  New 
Orleans  is  now  a  great  exporting  city ;  she  ex- 
ports more  domestic  productions  than  any  city 
in  the  Union ;  her  imports  have  t>een  increasing 
for  some  years ;  and,  with  fair  play,  would  soon 
become  next  to  New  York,  and  furnish  the 
whole  valley  of  the  Hississippi  with  its  immense 
supplies  of  foreign  goods ;  but,  under  the  influ- 
ence  (tf  a  home  valuation,  it  most  lose  a  great- 
er  part  of  the  import  trade  which  it  now  pos- 
sesses. In  tiiat  loss  its  wealth  must  decline ; 
its  capacity  to  purchase  produce  for  exportation 
must  decline ;  and  as  the  western  produce  must 
go  there  at  all  events,  every  western  farmer 
will  suffer  a  decline  in  the  value  of  his  own 
productions  in  proportion  to  the  decline  of  the 
ability  of  New  Orleans  to  purchase  it  It  was 
as  a  western  citizen  that  he  pleaded  the  cause  of 
New  Orleans,  and  objected  to  this  measure  of 
homo  valuation,  which  was  to  have  the  most 
baleful  effects  upon  her  prosperity. 

Mr.  U.  further  objected  to  the  home  valuation 
on  account  of  the  great  additional  expense  it 
ironld  create ;  the  amount  of  patronage  it 


would  confer ;  the  rivalry  it  would  beget  be- 
tween importing  cities ;  and  the  lujury  it  would 
occasion  to  merchants  from  the  detention  and 
handling  of  their  goods ;  and  concluded  with 
saying,  that  the  home  valuation  was  the  most 
obnoxious  feature  ever  introduced  into  the  tariff 
acts ;  that  it  was  itself  equivalent  to  a  separate 
tariff  <tf^  ten  per  cent ;  that  it  had  always  be«L 
rented,  and  saocessfUlly  resisted,  by  the  antit 
tariff  interest  in  the  highest  and  moat  p^hu^ 
days  of  the  American  system,  and  ought  not 
now  to  be  introduced  when  that  system  is  admit? 
ted  to  be  nodding  to  its  fall ;  when  its  death  is 
actually  fixed  for  the  80th  day  of  June,  1842, 
and  when  the  restoration  of  harmonious  feel- 
ings is  proclumed  to  be  the  whole  object  (tf 
this  bill 

Mr.  OAuxKfVVt  remarked,  that  the  question 
being  now  about  to  be  put  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Seqator  from  Kentucky,  it  be< 
came  necessaiy  for  him  to  determine  whether 
he  should  vote  for  or  agunst  it.  He  must  be 
pctmitted  again  to  express  Us  regret  that  the 
Senator  hacT  thought  proper  to  move  it.  His 
oltJection  still  remained  strong  aninat  it ;  bnt 
as  it  seemed  to  be  admitted,  on  aU  hands,  that 
the  fate  of  the  bill  depended  on  the  fate  of  the 
amendment,  feeling  as  he  did  a  solicitude  to  see 
the  question  terminated,  he  had  made  up  his 
mind,  not,  however,  without  muc^  hesitation, 
not  to  interpose  his  vote  against  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment;  but,  in  voting  for  it,  he 
wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  he  did  it 
upon  two  conditions :  first,  that  no  valuation 
would  be  adopted  that  should  come  in  conflict 
with  the  provision  in  the  constitution  which 
declares  that  duties,  excise  and  imposts  shall 
be  uniform ;  and  in  the  next  plaoe^  that  none 
would  be  adopted  which  wou]d!^mike  the  duties 
themselves  a  part  of  the  element  ci  a  home 
valuation.  He  fdt  himself  Jnstifled  in  condad- 
ing  that  none  such  would  be  ^opted ;  as  it  had 
been  declared  by  the  supporters  of  the  amend- 
ment that  no  such  regulation  was  contemplated ; 
and,  in  fact,  he  could  not  imaj^e  that  any  such 
could  be  contemplated,  whatever  interpreta- 
tion might  be  attempted  hereafter  to  be  given 
to  the  expression  of  the  home  market.  The 
first  could  scarcely  be  contemplated,  as  it  would 
be  in  violation  of  the  constitution  itself;  nor 
the  latter,  as  it  would,  by  necessary  conse- 
quences, restore  tiie  very  duties  which  it  was  tlie 
object  of  this  bill  to  reduce,  and  would  involve 
the  glaring  absurdity  of  imposing  duties  on 
duties,  taxes  on  taxes.  He  wished  the  reporters 
for  the  public  press  to  notice  particularly  what 
he  said,  as  he  intended  his  declaration  to  be 
part  of  the  proceedings. 

Believing,  then,  for  the  reason  which  be  had 
stated,  that  it  was  not  contemplated  that  any 
regulation  of  the  home  valuation  should  come 
in  conflict  with  the  provision  of  theconstitution 
which  he  had  cite^  nor  involve  the  absurdity 
of  laying  taxes  upon  taxes,  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  vote  in  fiivor  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Smitb  Bud,  any  dedaratSon  of  die  views 
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ud  motives  under  which  an^  iadMdaal  Senator 
might  now  vote  contd  hare  no  influence  in 
1843;  th^  would  be  forgotten  long  before 
that  time  had  arrived.  The  ]aw  most  rest  upon 
the  interpretation  of  its  words  alone. 

Mr.  Calhofh  said  he  could  not  help  that ; 
he  shonld  endeavor  to  do  his  dut^. 

Mr.  Glatton  siud  there  was  certainly  no 
ambignitj  whatever  in  the  phraseologr  of  the 
amendment.  In  advocating  it,  he  h^  denred 
to  deceive  no  man ;  he  sincerely  hoped  no  one 
wonld  suffer  himsdf  to  be  deceived  by  it 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Out,  fladng  tiie  prin- 
dple  of  home  valoation  as  a  part  of  tiie  bill, 
was  then  adopted  by  the  foUowuig  vote : 

Tka8.— Messrs.  BeU,  Black,  Bibb,  Calhotui,  Cham- 
bers, Olay,  GlaftoD,  Swing,  Foot,  Frelingaavsea, 
HIU,  Holmes,  Johnston,  King,  Ejoigbt,  Miller, 
Moore,  Naudun,  Foiudezter,  Prentiss,  lUves,  Bob- 
tMDS,  Spragae,  TomllnsoD,  Tyler,  Wilkhis — ^26. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Benton,  Backner,  Dallas,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  Fortytb,  Qrandv,  fi^e,  Rittbinaon, 
Seymour,  SUsbee,  Snoith,  Waggimaii,  Webster, 
White,  Wright— IC 


Satdbdat,  Fabnury  38. 
3%«  Tar^-~SKtiuUm^Ihitim  €hmpromx»o 

The  Senate  resomed  l^e  ecninderBtion  of  the 
bill  to  modify  the  tariff  laws ;  the  qnestion 
being  on  the  motion  Hr.  Smith,  to  change 
the  second  section  so  as  to  pennit  me  dnties  on 
plains,  kerseys,  and  Eendal  cottons,  costing 
under  thirty-five  cents  per  sqnare  yard,  to  be 
imported  at  five  per  cent.,  as  fixed  by  the  aot 
of  1883,  instead  of  increasing  the  dnties  on 
those  mannfactoree  to  fiflif  per  oent,  as  was 
proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  WaioHT  supported  the  amendment  The 
great  and  leading  otgects  for  which  this  meas- 
ure had  been  swported  was  to  diminish  the 
burdens  of  the  Sonth,  and  reduce  the  revenne. 
How  eithw  of  these  was  to  be  aGcomplished  by 
increaung  the  duty  apon  an  article  of  great  im- 
portanoe  to  that  section  from  five  to  fifty  per 
cent,  which  would  add  at  least  half  a  million 
to  the  revenue,  he  had  not  been  able  to  per- 
ceive. On  the  otiier  hand,  it  appeared  to  be 
precisely  contrary  to  tiie  avowed  object  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  of  whom  he  professed  to  be 
one.  When  the  duty  on  these  woollens  had 
been  reduced,  the  last  session,  to  five  per  cent., 
as  an  act  of  conciliation  to  the  South,  the  whole 
duty  was  taken  from  the  wool^  which  entered 
into  that  description  of  manufacture,  by  way  of 
counterpoise.  To  raise  this  doty  to  fifty  per 
cent,  without  rdnstating  the  oorrespondii^ 
dnty  on  the  raw  material,  he  regarded  as  alto- 
gether impolitic. 

Hr.  Foot  said,  this  was  an  important  feature 
of  the  bill,  in  which  his  oonstituents  had  a  great 
intorest  Gentiemea  from  the  Sonth  had  a^eed 
to  it:  and  they  were  abunduitly  capalm  of 
gnarcuu  thdr  own  interests. 

V*.  nrt-vmidthe  whole  UU  WW  based  nptm 
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the  principle  of  compromise.  The  provinon 
proposed  to  be  struck  out  was  an  essential  part 
of  this  compromise,  which,  if  struck  out,  would 
destroy  the  effect  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  FoasYTH  was  sorry  to  hear  from  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Oiat)  that  he  re- 
garded this  increase  of  the  burdens  of  the  Sonth 
as  an  essential  feature  of  this  scheme  of  com- 
promise. The  Senate,  in  adopting  the  principle 
of  home  valuation,  had  changed  the  original 
plan,  in  bis  opinion,  much  for  the  worse ;  he 
now  hoped  they  would  change  this  part  of  the 
bUl  fbr  the  better.  He  rerarded  it  as  hi^Iy 
important  to  the  whole  South,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  small  part  of  Smith  Oarolina. 

Ur.  BuoEHKB  advocated  the  interests  of  the 
West,  which  he  said  had  been  entirely  over- 
looked in  this  compromise  between  the  North 
and  South.  After  explaining  thtwe  interests  at 
large,  Mr.  6.  declared  his  intention  of  supporting 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Bell  opposed  the  amendment  The 
passage  of  the  bill  depended  upon  it  If  it  was 
adopted,  he  should  feel  compelled  to  vote  agiunst 
the  bill.  As  to  the  interests  of  the  West,  he 
believed  the  lead  and  iron  were  more  highly 
protected,  at  least  nntil  1841,  than  woollens. 
As  to  what  wonld  take  place  hweafter,  no  one 
eonld  now  foresee.  Ko  pledge  conld  now  be 

fiven  to  bind  the  fatnre  lej^atim  of  Congress, 
t  was  altogether  fhtile  to  con^der  any  measure 
in  that  light  We  must  presume  liiat  future 
legislation  will  be  what  it  ought  to  be,  in  view 
of  the  ^eat  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Wsioht  had  heard  nothing  in  support  of 
this  provision  of  the  bill,  whidi  proposed  to 
increase  the  duties  from  five  to  fifty  per  cent, 
which  had  convinced  hira  that  it  was  concilia- 
tory to  the  Sonth,  or  effectnal  as  a  means  of 
reducing  the  revenue.  Upon  the  principles  on 
which  the  bill  had  been  placed,  it  certunly 
woold  be  improved  by  striking  out  this  provi- 
don. 

Mr.  Ohaukbs  sdd  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  vote  for  the  bilL  as  a  measure  originating  in 
the  Senate,  while  it  contained  this  provsion  for 
increasing  the  duties.  By  the  constitution,  the 
Senate  eonld  originate  no  sndi  measure.  If 
this  feature  were  struck  out,  be  cbonld  most 
cheerf\illy  support  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bbhton  requested  that  Mr.  OALHouir, 
who  had  temporarily  left  his  seat,  might  be 
sent  for. 

Mr.  KooBK  inqnired  if  the  gentieman  wished 
to  impeach  Mr.  Calhoun  ? 

Mr.  Bbnton  did  not  He  only  wanted  the 
ben^t  of  his  testimony. 

Mr.  OALHOtJN  having  taken  his  seat, 

Mr.  Bbnton  stated,  that  some  years  past  he 
had  introduced  s  biu  which  providea  for  a 
reduction  of  duties  to  a  large  extent,  but  in- 
creased the  rate  of  duty  upon  some  particular 
articles.  It  bad  then  been  decided  by  the  pre- 
dding  officer  of  the  Senate,  that,  being  a  blH  to 
revenue,  it  oonid  not  constitutionally 
ori^^te  in  the  Snute.    £fo  asked  for  the 
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benefit  of  the  teetimoD;'  of  the  gentleman  vho 
then  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the 
Senate,  to  bear  him  ont  in  the  oorreotnesaof  hb 
statement.  ' 

Hr.  Oalhow  s^d,  the  oonstitntion  nnqnes- 
tionably  provided  that  all  biUa  for  raising 
revenue  snail  (u^nate  in  the  Home  of  Bepre- 
MntatiTes.  Wheuer  tfaeoMiBtitiitiMulqiieation 
waa  decided  in  the  case  referred  to,  or  the  bill 
went  off  npon  a  qnestion  of  order,  he  did  not 
distinctlj  recollect,  tiion^  other  Bwaton 
might.  His  impresaon  was,  that  no  dedtfon 
was  made  on  the  oonstitntioiutl  qnestion. 

Mr.  Foot  recollected  the  case,  and  was  con- 
fident that  onl;'  a  question  of  order  waa  nUaed, 
and  the  constitntitmal  qnestion  was  not  decided 
Ij  the  Chair. 

Hr.  BmnoH  then  ezpluned  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  to  which  he  referred,  and  compared 
them  with  the  present.  He  rc«arded.them  as 
standing  on  the  same  gronnd.  The  question  of 
order,  if  it  was  to  be  ao  called,  was  dedded 
a^rinst  that  biU,  np<m  tiie  oonatitntional  t^eo* 
tion  that  it  waa  not  ooopetent  to  introdaoe 
■nch  a  meanire  into  the  Saoate. 

Hr.  Foot  said  the  bill  refiored  to  proposed 
the  omnmencement  of  a  revenue  system,  whidi 
had  not  before  existed,  and  clearly  came  witihin 
the  constitutional  objection.  Tliis  bill  is  not 
intended  ,to  raise,  bat  to  rednce  the  revenne. 
The  objection  did  not  apply  to  this  measure. 

Ur.  Shitb  said,  gentlemen  seemed  inclined 
to  make  the  oonstitntion  support  whatever 
might  agree  with  their  fancies. 

iLr.  DicKSBsoN  sud,  whether  the  rate  of  daty 
was  r^sed  or  lowered,  the  law  was  equally  one 
for  nuring  revenne  within  the  otHutitalion. 
The  distinction  waa  aa  absurdity. 

Hr.  Ohajcbus  regarded  the  oonstitntional 
objection  as  insnrmonntable.  With  great  re- 
gret he  should  be  compiled  .to  vote  figidnst  tbe 
bill  if  this  provision  remained  in  it .  The  bill 
ahonld  have  come  tnm  the  House  Bq>re8en- 
tatives. 

Hr.  FoBSTTR  had  stated  this  Qbjecti<m  to  the 
introduction  of  t^e  bill ;  but,  having  been  over- 
mled,  and  the  bill  having  originated  in  the 
Senate  notwithstanding  the  oonstitntion,  he 
could  peroeive  no  jtronibitton  ag^nst  its  pas- 

r.  Chambebs  bad  supposed  Hhe  objection 
against  the  introdaction  of  the  bill  to  have  been 
mived,  fin*  the  purpose  of  disonadng  its  provi- 
rions.  He  regarded  the  preaoit  as  the  proper 
time  for  taking  the  objection. 

Mr.  61LSBU  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  in  the 
&ce  of  the  oonstitntion,  which  exprescily  pro- 
hibited its  originating  in  the  Senate. 

Hr.  BuoKMiB  could  not  agree  with  the 
Senator  from  Oeoi^a,  (Hr,  Fobstth,)  that  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  had  done  awi^  tiie 
objection.  For  this  reason,  if  no  othtf,  he 
should  vote  against  it. 

Hr,  SurH  could  not  see  how  the  constitu- 
tional question  could  be  settled.  If  the  Senate 
passed  the  bill,  and  the  House  oonooired  in  it, 


there  was  an  end  of  the  objeotiim.  The  origin 
of  the  bill  oould  never  be  inquired  into  heto* 
afl»r. 

Hr.  FKBLDramncsKET  regarded  the  constitn- 
tional  difficnlty  as  altogether  insuperable. 
ECaving  taken  a  solemn  oath  to  snpport  the 
constitution,  he  conld  not,  however  agreeable 
to  his  wishes,  give  his  assent  to  a  measure 
originating  in  Uie  Senate,  in  violatiim  of  its 
exmressprovisions. 

Mr.  Bibb  eonndeted  it  elear  that  a  bill  to 
reduce  the  revenue  might  ori(nnate  in  the 
Senate.  Such  a  bill  oould  not  be  called  a  bill 
to  r«s«|  revenne ;  and  this  distinction  had  al- 
ready been  sanctioned  by  the  Senate. 

Hr.  DioEusoH  said  a  single  word  would 
destroy  that  distinction  in  the  present  case.  U 
this  bill  passed,  under  what  law  would  revenue 
be  raised  after  1843,  ezoepting  the  present, 
which  provided  for  duties  (tf  twenty  per  cent, 
after  that  period  ? 

Hr.  WiLEiKs  moved  an  a^joomment,  which 
was  lost — yeas  14,  nays  81. 

Hr.  Smith  modified  bispropodtum  to  amend, 
by  moring  to  strike  ont  tlueinu^  of  the  second 
section  of  blw  bill,  which  reads  as  follows : 

Sk.  S.  And  he  it  fitiik&r  matUdt  That  so  much 
of  tiie  second  section  of  tbe  aetof  the  14th  of  July 
aliiiresiUd,  u  fixes  the  rate  of  duty  on  all  milled 
and  foiled  cloth,  known  by  the  name  of  plalas,  ker- 
seys, or  Kendal  cottons,  of  which  wool  u  the  only 
material,  the  value  whereof  does  not  exceed  thirty- 
five  cents  a  square  yard,  at  five  per  cent  ad  valors 
em,  sbsU  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  repealed. 
And  the  said  articles  shall  be  saUect  to  the  same 
duty  of  fiiftr  per  cent,  as  is  provided  by  the  said 
second  lectloQ  for  other  manafsetures  of  wool; 
which  duty  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  deductions 
as  are  prsMribed  by  the' first  section  of  this  act. 

Hr.  Bdton  was  opposed  to  this  section,  and. 
therefore,  in  &Tor  of  striking  it  out.  He  saia 
it  was  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  and  ^r^ej 
of  the  bill,  and  present«d  the  strange  oontractio- 
tion  of  multiplying  duties  tenfold,  upon  an 
article  of  prime  necessity,  used  exdnsively  by 
the  laboring  part  of  the  eommunity,  while 
reducing  duties,  or  abolishing  them  «n  toto,  upon 
every  article  used  by  the  rich  and  Inzurions. 
Silks  were  to  be  free ;  osmbrios  and  fine  linens 
were  to  be  ftee ;  muslins,  and  caesimeres,  and 
broaddoths  were  to  be  redooed ;  but  the  coarse 
woollens,  worn  by  tiie  laborers  of  evwy  eolor 
and  every  ooonpation,  of  erory  iexaiid<tf  eveiy 
age,  bond  or  free — these  ooarse  woollens,  neow- 
sary  to  shelter  them  teem  oold  and  damp^  are 
to  be  put  up  tenfold  in  point  of  tax,  and  the 
cost  of  procuring  them  doubled  to  the  wearer. 
He  allowed  the  annual  amount  of  the  tax  to  be 
imposed  by  this  section.  It  applied  jto  the 
woollen  goods  costing  less  than  thirty-five  centa 
the  square  yard;  the  annual  importation  of 
that  description  of  goods  was  shown  in  the 
oustom-house  returns  to  be  one  million  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars'  worth.  The  tax  on  thirt 
amount  would  be  fifty  thousand  dollars  by  t^ 
bill  of  1882;  it  wiU  be  five  hnndnd  tbouaaai 
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dollars  if  this  seoUon  is  retained;  with  the 
chance  of  coming  down,  by  small  periodical 
rednctions,  to  two  hundred  tboosand  dollars  in 
1 842.  Thus,  a  tax  on  a  necessary  of  life — on  an 
article  ezclnsively  osed  hj  the  poor  and  the 
laborer — ^is  to  be  raised  tenfold  off  hand,  for 
the  obanee  of  coming  down  to  fourfold  in  nine 
yean.  Bat  it  never  will  come  down  to  four- 
fold. Whether  the  act  goes  into  full  effect,  and 
works  through  its  destined  term  of  nine  years, 
and  attains  its  promised  gl(H7  in  1849 :  or 
whether  it  is  Woken  up  before  the  period  of 
gestation  is  half  oat,  the  result,  in  nther  event, 
will  be  the  same  to  these  coarse  woc^ens.  If 
the  act  is  broken,  the  dnties,  in  their  descend- 
ing course,  will  be  stopped  at  thirty-five  or 
thirty -eight  per  cent. ;  if  the  act  is  carried  oat, 
then  the  home  valuation,  provided  for  in  this 
bill,  will  attach  upon  these  woollens  as  the 
standard  of  their  value.  The  American  value, 
and  not  the  fbreign  cost,  will  be  the  basis  6f 
ooropntatioa  for  the  twenty  -per  cent.  The 
^flerenoe,  when  all  Is  &ir,  u  abont  Udr^-five 
per  cent  in  the  value;  so  that  an  inmortation 
of  ooane  woollens^  costing  one  luillioa  in 
Europe,  and  now  to  pi^  five  per  cent,  on  that 
cost,  will  bo  valued,  if  ul  is  faur,  at  one  million 
three  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and 
the  twenty  per  cent,  will  be  calculated  on  that 
earn,  and  will  give  two  hnndred  and  seventy 
thonsand  dollars,  instead  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  for  the  quantum  ot  the  tax.  It 
will  be  near  sixfold,  instead  of  fourfold,  and 
that  if  all  is  fair ;  but  if  there  are  gross  errors 
or  gTtas  frauds  in  the  valuation,  as  every  hnman 
bung  knows  there  must  be,  the  real  tax  may 
be  fir  above  sixfold.  On  tjiis  very  fioor,  and 
in  this  very  debate,  we  hear  it  cmnpnted,  by 
voy  of  recommending  this  UU  to  the  mannfiao- 
tarers,  that  t^e  twenty  per  cent  on  the  statute 
book  wilt  exceed  thirty  in  the  cast<nn-house. 

Ur.  B.  animadverted  on  the  reason  which 
vas  oUc^jed  for  this  extraordinary  augmentation 
of  duties  in  a  bill  which  was  to  reduce  duties. 
The  reason  was  candidly  expressed  on  this  floor. 
There  were  a  few  small  manufactories  of  these 
woollens  in  Connecticut;  and  unless  these 
manufactories  be  protected  by  an  increase  of 
dnties,  certain  members  avow  their  determina- 
tion to  vote  agiunst  the  whole  bill  I  This  is  the 
secret — no  I  not  a  secret,  for  it  is  proclumed. 
Two  or  three  little  factories  in  Oonnecticut 
mast  be  protected:  and  that  byimpo^ng  an 
annnal  tax  npon  we  wearers  of  these  coarse 
wotdlens  of  foar  or  five  times  the  value  of  the 
ftft-^lde  estate  of  the  fsctories.  Better  far, 
OS  a  point  of  economy  and  Jastice,  to  purchase 
them  and  bum  tiiem.  The  whole  American 
system,  is  to  be  given  up  in  the  year  1842 ;  and 
why  impose  an  annual  tax  of  near  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  upon  the  laboring  commnnity, 
to  prolong,  for  a  few  years,  a  few  small 
branches  of  that  system,  when  the  whole  bill 
has  the  axe  to  the  root,  and  nods  to  its  fall  ? 
Bat,  (siUd  Ur.  B.,)  thme  nunafaotories  of  coarse 
wooJleni^  to  be  protected  by  this  lull,  are  not ; 
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even  American  manufactories ;  they  are  rather 
Asiatic  establishments  in  America ;  for  they  get 
their  wool  ttom  Asia,  and  not  from  America. 
The  importation  of  this  wool  is  one  million  two 
hnndred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  weight ;  it 
comes  chiefly  from  Smyrna,  and  costs  less  than 
eight  cents  a  pound.  It  was  made  free  of  dnty 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  as  on  eqnlvalent 
to  these  very  mann&ctories  for  die  iwnction 
of  the  datj  on  coarse  w  oollens  to  five  per  cent. 
The  two  measures  went  together,  and  were, 
eat^  a  consideration  for  the  other.  Before 
that  time,  and  by  the  act  of  1828,  this  coarse 
wool  was  heavily  dutied  for  the  benefit  of  the 
home  wool  growers.  It  was  subjected  to  a 
doable  dnty,  one  of  four  cents  on  the  pound, 
and  the  other  of  fifty  per  cent  on  the  value. 
As  a  measure  of  compromise,  this  double  duty 
was  abolished  at  the  last  sessioa.  The  wool  for 
these  factories  was  admitted  duty  free,  and,  as 
an  equivalent  to  the  community,  the  woollens 
made  oat  of  the  eorrespondins  kind  of  wool 
were  admitted  at  a  n<uninal  mty.  It  was  a 
bargain,  entered  into  in  <^Mn  Congres^  and 
sealed  with  all  the  forms  of  lav.  NoWj  in  six 
UKmths  vfter  the  bargain  was  made,  it  is  to  be 
broken.  The  mannfacturers  are  to  have  the 
duty  on  woollens  run  up  to  fifty  per  cent,  for 
protection,  and  are 'still  to  receive  the  foreign 
wool  free  of  du^.  In  plun  En^li^,  they  are 
to  retain  the  pay  which  was  given  them  for 
redacing  the  daties  on  these  coarse  wodlou^ 
and  they  are  to  have  the  duties  restored. 

Mr.  B.  considered  tliia  increase  of  duties  on 
this  partionlar  article  as  the  most  offensive  part 
of  the  bill.  It  not  only  restored  the  old  duty 
but  made  it  higher  than  it  ever  was  before , 
higher  than  it  was  in  the  acts  of  18a4-*28 ; 
hi^er  than  it  enr  hod  been  m  tlie  American 
statute  bodt ;  and  this  pnrelj  and  simply  far 
protection,  as  It  is  avowed  and  ivodaimed  «i 
this  floor. 

Kr.  WxBSTBB  said,  the  constitutional  question 
must  be  regarded  as  important ;  hut  it  was  one 
which  oonld  not  be  settled  by  the  Senate.  It 
was  purely  a  question  of  privilege,  and  the 
decision  of  it  belonged  alone  to  the  House.  The 
Senate,  by  the  constitution,  could  not  ori^nate 
bills  for  raiidng  revenue.  It  was  of  no  conse- 
quence whether  the  rate  of  duty  were  increased 
or  decreased ;  if  it  was  a  money  bill,  it  l>elong- 
ed  to  the  House  to  originate  it.  In  the  House 
thwa  wtti  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Heana  or- 
gonked  expressly  for  such  objects.  There  was 
no  sad)  committee  of  the  Senate.  The  constitu- 
tional ^rovidon  was  taken  from  the  practice  of 
the  Bntish  Parliament,  whose  nsa^  were  well 
known  to  the  framers  of  the  conetituUon,  with 
the  modification  th&t  the  Senate  might  alter 
and  amend  money  bills,  which  was  denied  by 
the  House  of  Commons  to  that  of  Lor^.  This 
subject  belonged  exdn^vely  to  the  House  of 
Representatives.  The  attempt  to  evade  the 
question  by  contending  that  the  present  bill 
was  intended  for  protootion  and  not  revenue, 
afliorded  no  relief  for  it  was  protection  hj 
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means  of  reveDoe.  It  vas  not  the  less  a  money 
bill  from  its  object  being  protection.  After 
1843  this  bill  wonld  raise  the  revenue,  or  it 
would  not  be  raised  bj  existing  laws.  He  was 
altogether  opposed  to  the  provisions  of  this 
bill;  bat  this  objection  was  one  wUdh  it 
belonged  to  the  House  to  make. 

Mr.  Clat  said,  the  qoestion  had  been  decided 
again  and  again  that  the  Senate  might  ori^ate 
A  bill  of  soon  a  eharaeter.  The  main  ot|)eot  in 
the  bill  was  not  revenoe,  bat  protection.  He 
hoped  on  this  occariiHi  the  Senate  wonld  exer- 
dse  the  power  it  had  heretofore  done  in  fovor  of 
this  bill,  which  was  regarded  on  all  sides  as  a 
meaaore  of  conciliation  and  compromise.  He 
r^retted  that  anj  objection  should  have  arisen 
from  any  qnorter  to  the  beneficent  action  of  the 
Senate  upon  this  distracting  snbject.  He  flat- 
tered himself  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  would 
again  bring  the  oitizeos  of  the  various  sections 
of  the  country  tf^ther  like  a  band  of  brothers. 
Wonld  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
WinsTBa)  send  his  bill  forth  alone  without  this 
measure  of  conciliation }  He  hoped  not.  He 
band  such  a  conrse  wonld  not  calm  the  agita- 
tions which  now  convulse  the  nation  and 
threftten  the  inte^tjr  of  the  Union,  t 

Mr.  Webster  stud,  the  Senator  from  Kentaoky 
(Mr.  Clat)  had  spoken  of  the  biU  which  had 
been  reported  Arom  Uie  Judidary  Committee  as 
his  bill.  It  was  no  more  his  bill  tbon  it  was 
that  gentleman's.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
had  expressed  himself  to  be  ss  much  in  favor  of 
that  bill  as  he  had  himself.  The  onlj  differ- 
ence between  them  in  this  partienlar  was,  that 
he  happened  to  have  been  a  member  of  the 
committee  from  which  the  bill  had  been  report- 
ed. He  had  no  oljeodon  to  conciliation,  whicdi 
had  been  so  mnoh  spoken  of.  He  oljected  to 
thia  meosore,  not  beoanae  it  was  a  measure  of 
eonoliaUon,  bat  becanse  it  was  one  the  oountry 
would  never  consent  to  see  carried  out  Upon 
proper  prin<uples,  he  would  go  as  far  in  favor 
of  conciliation  as  anj  man.  The  Senator  from 
Eentncky  (Mr.  Cut)  says  tbe  objectof  the  bill 
H  protection,  and  therefore  it  is  not  a  bill  to 
raise  revenue.  Can  snch  considerations  be 
gone  into  in  determining  the  constitutionality 
of  a  measnre  1  This  is  the  very  doctrine  of  the 
South  Carolina  ordinance.  The  bill  before  na 
illustrates  its  absurdity  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  supports  it irom  one  motive;  others, 
from  another  motive.  One,  because  it  secures 
proteotion;  another,  because  it  destroys  pro- 
teotion.  One  half  (tf  its  fHenda  vote  for  it 
with  tbe  8(de  view  to  protection ;  theotherhalf 
because  it  only  raises  revenue.  It  is  impossible 
to  settle  grave  constitutional  questions  upon 
principles  which  can  never  be  known  but  to 
the  S^rcher  of  hearts. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  second  section 
was  negatived  by 

Teas. — If  esin.  Benton,  Buckner,  Didlas,  Dudley, 
Forsyth,  Grtandy,  Kane,  King,  Robinson,  SlUwe, 
Snith.  Webster,  WUte,  Wririit— 14. 

KAn^Memn.  lUO,  Bibb.  Blaok,  CaOoon,  Clay, 
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Clayton,  Dickenon,  Ewing,  Foot,  Frelinghnj'seo, 
Hendricks,  BoLoies,  Johnston,  Knight,  UaDgutn, 
Uillflr,  Uoore,  Nuadsin,  Poindexter,  Prentiss,  Sives, 
Robbios,  Sevtnoar,  Sprsgue,  ^pton,  Tomlinson, 
Troup,  Tyler^  Wilkins—SK. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  moved  to  strike  out  the  third 
and  sixth  sections  of  the  bill,  which  attempt  to 
bind  all  future  Consreseee  until  the  year  1849» 
was  negatived,  as  fiDUows : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Buckner,  Dmllaa,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  Forayth,  Kooe,  Knight,  RobinsoOt 
Seymour,  KIsbee,  Smith,  Webstei^lS. 

Kats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Caihouo,  CUy, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Foot,  Grundy,  Hobues,  Johjiston, 
King,  Uangum,  Miller,  Moore,  Kaudain,  Poin- 
dexter, Preuliaa,  Kves,  Bobbins,  Sprague,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Tronp,  Tyler,  White,  Wilkins,  Wright 
—28. 


Seduetum  of  I>rawbaeh  in  proportion  to  ih4 
reduction  of  Duty. 

Mr.  BssTON  moved  to  amend  the  bQl  by 
adding  a  new  section,  the  object  of  whioh  was 
to  make  a  reduction  of  the  drawbacks  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  artidea  monoBietared  in 
t^e  United  States  frcan  fbr^n  matoials  snl^leet 
to  duty,  in  the  same  proportaon  as  the  rednctioa 
made  in  the  duties  by  this  bilL 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  motion  did  not  extend 
to  the  general  system  of  drawbacks,  bnt  only 
to  those  special  cases  in  which  the  exporter 
was  authorized  to  draw  from  the  treasury  the 
amount  of  money  which  he  hod  paid  into  It  on 
the  importation  of  the  materials  which  he  bad 
manuuctured.  The  amount  of  drawback  to 
be  allowed  in  every  case  had  been  adjusted  to 
the  amount  of  duty  paid ;  and  as  all  these 
dnties  were  to  be  penodicaUy  reduced  by  the 
bill,  it  wonld  fbllow,  as  a  natural  oonseqnenoe, 
that  the  drawback  uionld  nndergo  equal  redno- 
tions  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  B.  would  lUnBtnite 
his  motion  by  stating  a  single  case— the  case  of 
refined  sugar.  The  drawback  payable  on  tiiis 
sugar  was  five  cents  a  pound.  These  five  cents 
rested  upon  a  duty  of  uiree  oents,  now  payable 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  brown  sugar.  It 
was  ascertained  that  it  required  nearly  two 
pounds  of  brown  sugar  to  m^e  a  pound  of  re- 
fined sugar,  and  five  cents  was  held  to  be  the 
amount  of  duty  paid  on  the  quantity  of  brown 
sugar  whioh  made  the  pound  of  refined  sngar.  It 
was  simply  a  reimbursement  of  what  he  had 
paid.  By  tills  Inll  the  dn^  of  Ibreifpi  Imwn 
sugar  will  be  reduced  immediately  to  two  and  s 
but  cents  a  ponnd,  and  afterwards  will  be 
periodicaUj  reduced  until  the  year  1842,  when 
it  will  be  bnt  six-tenths  oi  a  cent — very  little 
more  than  one-sixth  of  the  duty  when  five 
cents  the  pound  were  allowed  for  a  drawback 
Now,  if  the  drawback  is  not  reduced  in  propor- 
tion to  thereduction  of  tiie  dnty  on  tiie  raw  sugar, 
two  very  injurious  eonseouMtces  will  result  to 
the  public :  first,  ttiot  a  large  sum  of  money 
will  be  annnally  taken  out  of  the  treasuiy  in 
gratnitOQS  bounties  to  sugar  refiners;  andnext^ 
that  the  consoDMFs  of  raiuiad  mgw  will  have  to 
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pay  more  for  Amerioan  reBaed  sugar,  than 
foreigners  will;  for  the  refiners,  getting  a 
bounty,  of  five  cents  a  pound  on  all  that  is 
exported,  will  export  all,  ndesa  the  American 
ooosomer  will  pay  the  bounty  also.  Mr.  B. 
could  not  undertake  to  say  how  much  money 
would  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  as  a  mere 
boontyf  if  this  amendment  did  not  prevaiL  It 
must,  however,  be  great  The  drawbaok  was 
now  freqnentiy  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  and  great  frauds  were  committed  to  obtain 
it  Frauds  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand 
doUurs  a  year  had  been  detected,  and  this  while 
tiie  induoement  was  small  and  inconsiderable ; 
but,  as  fast  as  that  inducement  swells  fh)m  year 
to  year,  the  temptation  to  commit  frauds  must 
increase ;  and  the  amount  drawn  by  &aud,  add- 
ed to  that  drawn  by  the  letter  of  the  law, 
must  be  enormous.  Kr.  B.  did  not  think  it 
necessary  to  Ulustrate  his  motion  by  furtiier 
emnplea,  bat  said  there  were  other  cases 
wbion  vonld  be  as  strong  as  that  of  r^ned 
sugar ;  sud  jnstioe  to  the  public  required  all  to 
be  cheeked  at  once,  by  adopting  the  amend- 
ment be  had  offered. 

After  a  few  words  from  Hr.  Oalhovh,  Ifr. 
Suns,  Mr.  PoiSDEma,  Ur.  Foot,  and  Mr. 
IfnxBB,  tibe  qnesUon  was  decided  by 

Teas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Buokner,  Cftlhoun,  Dallas, 
DiolrarsoD,  Dudley,  Forsyth,  Johnston,  Eane,  King, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Seymour,  TomliosoQ,  Webster, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 18. 

Nats.— UoBSrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Olay,  Clayton, 
Kwing,  Foot,  Omndy,  Hendneks,  Hohues,  Knight, 
UuKiun,  UlUer,  Voortt,  Naodain,  F<rindexter,  Pren^ 
tlsi,  Bobbins,  SUriwe,  Bauth,  ^ragne,  Upton,  Troup, 
TjUt—U. 

The  qneaUon  was  then  pnt  on  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  and  carried,  withotit  a  division 
bwig  called. 


Monday,  February  26. 
The  Tari^—Sedvetum^  Ihitie$ — Compromite 

Mr.  Olat  rose  and  stated,  that  inasmuch  as 
it  was  r^reseoted  that  the  Honse  of  Represent- 
aUves  had  Jnst  now  paned  a  bill,  similar,  if 
not  identfoal,  in  ita  provinons  to  ^  one  before 
the  Senate,  and  it  was  beUeved  it  would,  to- 
morrow, be  presented  to  Uie  Senate  to  sanction, 
tt  iroola  obviate  the  reasons  for  a  longer  con- 
tinnuice  of  a  laborious  day's  session  of  this 
body,  and  also  supersede  the  o^feotions  of  some 
Senators,  who  believed  the  Senate  was  not  the 
proper,  place  for  the  origin  of  this  bill.  He, 
therefore,  moved  that  the  Senate  adjonm. 

The  motion  was  oartied,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
Jonmed. 

TossDAT,  Febnury  86. 
Th4  TaHff. 

The  biU  from  the  House  of  Sepresentatives 
to  modiiy  the  existin|;  tariff;  (Mr.  Olat'b  biU, 
whloh  was  introdncedyeaterday  in  the  Honse, 
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and  passed  to-day,)was  brought  into  the  Senate, 
by  the  Olerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  a  message  from  the  House,  requesting  the 
oonourrence  of  t^e  Senate  thereto ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading.* 

Mr.  Clat  then  observed,  thai  he  bad  no  dis- 
p<mtion,  without  the  assMit  of  the  Senate,  to 
hasten  the  bilL  He  1^  it  to  them  to  say 
whether  it  should  be  read  a  seoond  time  that 
evening.  There  was  no  necessity,  he  presumed, 
to  refer  it  to  a  committee,  as  the  same  bill,  in 
terms,  had  been  before  a  select  one,  and  suffi- 
ciently discussed ;  and,  indeed,  the  rules  of  the 
Senate  did  not  require  it  He  would  be  satisfied 
with  acting  on  it  to-morrow,  or  the  next  day. 

Objection  being  made  to  its  seoond  reatUng 
to-day, 

The  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Clat,  to  modiiy 
the  tarifl^  which  was  before  the  Senate  when 
it  a^oarned  yesterday,  then  came  up  as  the 
unfinished  boa^ess,  aim  was  ordered  to  lie  <m 
the  table. 


Wbdsbsoat,  February  2T. 
The  Tariff. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative^ 
to  modify  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  and  other 
acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  was  taken  up, 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Clay  moved  that  the  bill  be  reported  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gbdhdt  iuqnired  if  the  Senator  from 
Kentw^  bad  examined  the  bill  to  ascerta^ 
if  it  was  iJlie  same  as  the  bill  which  had  been 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Clay  replied  in  the  affirmative;  and 
Bi^d,  that  he  believed  it  corresponded  word  for 
word  with  the  other  bilL 

The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  HUrd  tiiqe, 

^ffurfeon  Paptr$. 

IDr.  Gbahbkbs  moved  to  postpone  the  preced- 
ing orders,  for  the  parpose  or  taking  np  the 
joint  resolution  extending  the  subscnption 
made  to  the  compilation  of  documents,  now  in 
prt^ess  by  Gales  and  Seaton,  to  the  contannap 
tion  of  the  same ;  which  was  ogrQed.  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr  Hiix  asked  what  was  the  oost  of  the  doc- 
uments already  printed. 

Mr.  RoBBum  said  he  waa  not  pr^wred  to 
answer. 

The  resolntlmi  was  then  reported  without 
amendment 


'ThtobOI  from  the  Hoose  ms  Um  oonpromlM  bOl  cttb. 
Otf  tit  Om  B«BSte,  vUdt,  neatliif  >  Srtal  otijMtloB  to  Its 
orlglwIloB  la  th*  B«uto,  on  aeooniit  of  tha  daoM  laUnf 
nmn*,  wm  tnuubrnd  to  the  Home,  ta  be  theoee  wat  to 
the  BoBste,  ICr,  LetelieT,  of  Kentitekr,  propoeed  ft  ta 
•me&dmmt  to  tin  tariff  UU  tlm  d^MidlBg  Is  Oo  Hmm, 
reported  lqrHr.T«r^uak  oTHaw  Toric;  aBaMacMh^tad, 
baaamathabniof  tkaHoai,iadiSBaahWMtbBAt«  Oe 
Bnala  Itar  oraaoBsaoi. 
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The  gnestion  being  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  resolution,  Mr.  Hiu.  ueked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  Thich  were  ordered. 

YsAS.— Messrs.  Betl,  Black,  CbkmberB,  Clay,  Ckj- 
toa,  Bwing,  Foot,  FrelinshaysetL,  Hendricks, 
Btrimes,  Kwe,  Knight,  Naudain,  Foindexter,  Rob- 
Ubb,  Rolniuon,  Seymour,  Slabce,  Tipton,  Tomlio- 
SOD,  Waggamaa,  Webster — 22. 

Njlts.— ^Messrs.  Benton,  Buckner,  D&Ilaa,  Dickei> 
SOD,  Grundy,  Hill,  Kiog,  Moore,  White— 9. 

So  the  reaoInUon  was  ordered  to  be  esgroes- 
ed  and  read  ft  third  time. 


Fbidat,  March  1. 
3%d  Ibnif— Seduction  of  Duties— NuQifiuUicn 
— Compromite  Mil. 

The  bill  for  modifying  the  duties  on  imports, 
IB  passed  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  (in 
eflfect,  Mr.  Our'a  bill,)  being  read  the  tUrd 
time,  and  pnt  on  its  paaaaae— 

Mr.  BoBBura  said  he  had  retained  to  hU  first 
impressions,  which  were  unfavorable  to  this 
prciject;  he  doubted  his  own,  because  some 
friends,  to  whom  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
deferriug  much,  had  different  impressions.  But 
reflection  has  satisfied  me  (said  Mr.  R.)  that  my 
own  impressions  were  right;  and  though  the 
ameudments  to  the  bill  have  weakened,  tliey 
have  not  removed  them.  I  cannot  dissemble 
my  dislike  of  the  bill,  notwi^standing  the  tem- 
porary political  good  effect  it  may,  by  some, 
be  expected  to  produce;  nor  can  I  refrain 
from  stating  the  groimds  of  tiiat  diaUke,  or  at 
least  the  more  promineat  grounds. 

The  bill  carries  with  it  the  idea  that  the.pro- 
tective  policy  is  an  evil  in  itself;  ftn  evil  to  be 
deprecated,  and  not  to  be  tolerated  for  a  mo- 
ment, but  to  prevent  a  greater  evil — ^namely, 
the  evil  of  a  sudden  overthrow  of  the  great 
establishments  dependent  upon  it;  and  to  be 
tolerated  only  for  a  few  short  years,  to  give 
an  opportunity  to  those  establishments  to  wind 
up  their  affairs,  and  enable  them,  so  far  as  that 
time  will  enable  them,  to  prevent  the  coDstun- 
madon  of  their  total  ruin.  The  bill  thus  con- 
riders  this  protective  policy  as  a  groat  state 
criminal,  conc^mned  to  die,  butwhue  aentmce 
is  respited  for  a  few  days,  to  give  him  time  to 
arrange  his  aflUrs,  repent  him  of  his  evil  deeds, 
and  i>repftre  for  death :  but  whose  doom  is  fixed, 
and  irrevooably  die  he  must  Such  an  idea 
going  out  to  the  country,  I  think,  must  be  pov 
melons  In  its  effects^  espetually  as  it  goes  out 
from  the  professed  fnends,  or  some  of  tliem,  of 
tiie  policy,  with  its  great  champion  at  their 
head.  It  must  repress  the  spirit  of  adventure ; 
it  must  depreciate  the  value  of  those  establLah- 
meuts ;  it  must  arrest  the  prt^ress  of  the  busi- 
ness at  tlie  point  where  it  now  ia :  no  more 
capital  will  be  invested  in  it ;  and  the  oi^ital 
already  invested  will  be  withrawiL  as  far  and  as 
ftst  as  U  oan  be.  The  tide  will  have  reached 
ita  hidi-wat«r  mark;  it  will  now  turn  back 
and  fiu  to  low  ebbjjierhaps  never  to  reown- 
nenee  ita  fiood.  These  great  establishments. 


so  widely  spread  over  the  country,  with  all  the 
industry  dependent  upon  them,  will  be  kept  in 
a  feverish  lingering  state  of  existence,  suspend- 
ed between  hope  and  fear ;  with  much  to 
alarm  their  fears,  with  litile  to  animate  their 
hopes.  It  cannot  be  but  this  languishing  state 
must  ensue ;  for  we  all  know  how  feeble  is  the 
hand,  when  not-  seconded  and  invigorated  by 
the  impulses  of  the  heart. 

But  I  have  risen,  mainly,  to  contribute,  so 
far  as  my  poor  efforts  could  contribute,  to  cor- 
rect the  impression  given  by  the  bill  to  the 
prejudice  of  this  policy.  The  protective  policy 
an  evil  ia  itself  I  I  would  be  glad  to  know  if 
any  gentleman  here  will  tell  me  that  the  im- 
mense resources  of  this  great  couutiy  are  never  to 
be  developed;  and,if  to  be  developed,  if  they  con 
be,  without  the  aid  of  Government  ?  And  then,  if 
this  aid  can  be  afforded  by  any  means  other  tlum 
tiie  protective  poUoyI  The  boundless  resources 
in  our  agricndtore,  witii  its  infinite  capabilities ; 
our  resources  in  our  mineral  wodtii ;  our  re- 
sources in  futificial  power  by  water  and  by 
steam ;  our  boundless  resources  in  the  manual 
labor  of  our  many  and  rapidly  increasing  mil- 
lions  of  people ;  uie  resources  in  the  great  cap- 
ital of  uiis  country ;  in  the  skill  acquired  and 
to  be  acquired ;  but,  above  all,  in  the  enterprise 
aud  inventive  genius  of  the  moat  enterprising 
and  inventive  people  that  perhaps  ever  existed 
on  earth — are  these  resources  never  to  be  de- 
veloped ?  However  we  may  differ  in  opinion 
as  to  the  best  means  of  their  development  as  to 
our  interest  in  the  olyeot  itaelf  we.  eannot 
differ:  tibat  must  be  uie  sUme  everywhere 
— ^ia  toe  South  and  in  the  North,  in  the  West 
and  in  the  Sast.  All  parts  abound  with  these 
resources ;  all  are  interested  in  their  develop- 
ment. The  country  is  unfaithful  to  herself, 
unfaithful  to  her  people,  if  she  do  not  adopt  the 
means  necessary  to  their  development.  I  ask, 
agun,  can  this  development  be  effected  without 
the  aid  of  Gk>Temment  1  Will  auy  one  tell  me 
it  can  be  effected  by  a  system  of  free  trade  f — 
a  trade  free  on  one  side,  and  restricted  on  the 
other  I — ^free  to  us  by  all  the  world,  and  re- 
stricted by  all  the  wond  against  us  ?  And  this 
is  all  the  free  trade  we  can  have.  Free  trade 
to  develop  our  resources  I  "Were  it  not  for  the 
respect  I  bear  to  some  respecteble  patrons  of 
that  opinion,  I  would  say,  that  such  a  thesis  is 
only  fit  to  be  muntained  by  school-boys,  as  an 
exercise  of  the  schools.  How  it  can  be  at- 
tempted to  be  muntuned  by  men,  enlightened 
by  experience,  acqu^ted  with  the  state  of  the 
world,  and  capable  of  reflection,  is  to  me  in- 
comprehensible. Let  them  tell  me,  if  they 
can,  how  this  free  trade  system  can  be  an  effi- 
cient instrument  of  this  development?  How 
it  touches,  or  can  be  ever  made  to  touch,  a 
hundredth  part  of  these  resources  ?  They  might 
as  wdl  undertake  to  tell  me  how  a  settler  in 
the  woods  might  foil  the  forest  aronnd  him 
with  a  penknifo,  and  let  in  the  sun  to  develq;> 
the  resouroes  <x  the  futile  earth. 

I  think  a  little  reflection  will  satisfy  any 
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one  that  oar  great  resources  must  forever  remain 
dormant  if  tSey  are  to  wait  their  development 
from  the  operations  of  free  trade.  Bat  hj  the 
aid  of  Government  the/  may  be  rapidly  and 
folly  developed ;  and  by  means  so  obviooA,  so 
direct,  and  wo  adequate,  that  nothing  wpeara 
to  me  M>  unaeeountable  as  the  atrag^e  that  is 
made  to  prevent  thdr  adopticm ;  or  to  get  rid 
of  them,  so  ftr  as  tiiey  have  been  adopted.  It 
ie  only  to  give  to  the  indnstry,  the  capital,  and 
the  enterprise  of  the  conntry,  the  market  of 
the  ooan^y,  and  the  work  is  accomplished,  or 
in  a  train  of  rapid  accompliabment.  The  resalt 
is  necessary ;  if  we  look  into  the  caase,  we  see 
it  maat  be  netsessery ;  we  see  there  a  force  that 
mnst  have  this  effect  A  market  is  the  mighty 
power  that  is  to  perform  this  mighty  work ; 
and  there  are  no  limits  to  this  power  when 
created  by  this  p^ioy.  The  market  brings 
forUi  yoar  resoaroes,  and  yonr  rewnrces  ang- 
ment  the  market ;  the  action  and  the  reaction 
are  reciprocal,  and  the  reciprocal  effect  is  as 
nnlimitea  as  yonr  resoarces  themselves.  The 
stream  does  not  flow  with  more  certidnty  from 
ita  fouDtaia,  and  roll  on  to  the  ocean,  tban  the 
development  of  all  oar  resoarces  voald  flow, 
from  the  operation  of  the  dmple  expedient  of 
giving  to  the  indastry  of  the  ooantry  the  market 
of  the  country. 

Is  it  wise,  then,  to  tell  this  country,  as  this 
bill  seems  to  tell  them,  that  this  policy,  so 
benevolent  in  its  effects,  so  almighty,  I  might 
almost  say,  in  its  benevolent  effects,  is  an  evil 
in  Hsdf ;  and  to  be  got  rid  <tf  as  soon  aa  U  oan 
be  wider  existing  drenmstanoesf  I  tliink 
not. 

Ag^ :  this  bill,  if  it  is  bo  be  the  permanent 
system  of  the  country,  (and  there  ia  nothing  in 
it  that  implies  tiie  contrary ;  tJiat  is  what  it 
professes  to  be  on  its  face,)  it  does  propose 
that  the  country  shall  talc^  secarity  against  the 
country — not  to  pnrsae  any  further,  after  the 
80th  of  June,  1842,  the  groat  work  of  develop- 
ing her  own  resources ;  to  whioli  work  a  system 
of  protection  is  indispensable.  F(pr  I  have  not 
heard  one  gentleman,  either  friend  or  foe  to  it,  say 
that  this  bill  would  afford  a  system  of  pro- 
tection ;  nor  is  it  possible  that  any  one  should 
eay  this,  and  speak  from  knowledge  (tf  the  enb- 
Ject 

Bnt  it  has  only  been  sud,  in  its  favor,  first, 
that  it  preserves  the  principle  of  protection. 
Now,  what  signifies  it  to  preserve  the  principle 
of  protection,  if  protection  itself  is  not  pre- 
served f  If  the  principle  is  so  limited  and  re- 
stricted in  its  exercise,  as  it  is  in  this  bill,  that 
it  cannot  give  protection,  it  might  as  well  be  out 
of  the  bill  as  in  it.  It  is  nugatory  as  to  the 
great  object.  And  then,  it  is  said  that  the  bill, 
as  it  is,  will  protect  some  branches  of  indastry. 
Trae,  it  may  some — a  few.  I  think  it  probable 
that  some  few  fragments  of  the  system  will  re- 
mun,  and  survive  the  shock  of  1842 ;  but  the 
system  itself  will  be  gone ;  and  with  it  will  be 
gone  the  necessary  meana  to  the  great  end  of 
dsreli^iing  the  reioanes  <tf  the  conntiy,  which, 
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as  I  have  so  ojften  said,  can  only  be  found  in  a 

system,  a  complete  system,  of  protection.  They 

never  can  be  found  in  a  few  fragments  of  a 

system.   Then,  in  1842,  the  barriers  are  to  be 

broken  down,  and  oar  markets  are  to  be  thrown 

open  to  the  world,  while  the  markets  of  the 

world  are  to  remain  cloaed  ag^nat  nsj^as  they 

now  are.  Thai  will  commenoe  the  glorious 

era  of  Trw  trade,  and  its  reign,  by  nie  bil^ 

thereafter  is  to  be  everlasting.   The  90th  of 

Jnne,  1842,  will  be  to  England  a  day  of  Jabilee, 

such  aa  she  has  rarely  witnessed;  the  prospect 

of  that  day  will  inftwe  a  lively  joy  into  every 

British  bosom :  for  that  day  is  to  let  in  and 

give  to  her  industry,  while  it  takes  from  our 

own,  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  eighteen  milioos 

of  people,  and  on  her  own  terms. 

"WkatihMiM.wlutlMitothtotoOMMttl  vhat|or 
T»  Xt<f%  pnmd  moBsrdi,  ami  tb«  fttandi  of  Ti^  r 

If  we  were  now  at  war  with  Great  Brit^ 
and  if  by  the  ftntone  of  that  war  this  ooantry 
was  sabdned,  and  at  the  mercy  oi  Great  Britain ; 
(I  ask  pardon  of  my  country  for  supposing  an 
event  of  the  o<mte8t  which  I  know  would  be 
impossible ;)  in  that  event,  the  wfnat  we  should 
have  to  apprehend  from  our  oonquMWS  would 
be,  that  very  conditton  which  we  are  going 
to  imjpose  upon  ourselves.  The  greatest  calamity 
that  foreign  war  and  formgn  sal^agation  ooaul 
inflict,  is  going  to  be  inflicted  on  the  country  by 
the  country  herself.  What,  then.  Great  Britiun, 
with  her  thousand  ^ips,  with  her  Wellington, 
and  her  Wellington  armies,  and  by  a  ton  years* 
war,  eould  not  aeqnire  to  herself  ahe  is  g(aiig 
to  secure  to  herself  by  one  single  act  of  our  own 
folly.  Her  young  and  dgantic  rival  and  ibm 
oalj  rival  ahe  now  dreaoa,  whose  ea^e  she  has 
seen  taking  his  flights  with  many  a  Jealoua 
pang,  that  young  and  gigantic  rival  is  going  to 
relieve  her  from  all  her  inquietodea,  by  becom- 
ing her  tributary.  We  may,  then,  bid  adieu  to 
all  those  visions  of  glory  in  which  we  have  so 
fondly  indulged,  as  oouaected  with  our  future 
destinies,  and  take  an  humble  ruik  with  the 
tributary  nations  of  the  earth ;  tributary  to  a 
nation  who  has  the  wisdom  to  adhere  to  a  pol- 
icy which  we  have  the  folly  to  reject,  and 
shall  have  renounced  fiorever. 

I  know  it  is  said  this  bill  is  not  to  he 
what  it  professes  to  be— a  permanait  system 
for  this  coantry.  But,  if  this  system  is  to  be 
adc^ted,  and  then  to  be  destrOTed,  who  are  to 
destroy  itt  We,  the  frimda  of  the  p^y,  are 
to  destroy  it — we  are  to  wage  the  war — we  are 
to  m^ke  the  attack — we  are  to  obtain  the  con- 
quest over  it.  Now,  I  had  rather  be  in  aoondi- 
tion  to  have  to  defend  our  own  possesrions, 
than  to  have  to  attack  and  conquer  those  of 
the  enemy.  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  first  ^ving 
ap  our  possessions,  and  then  of  going  to  war 
in  order  to  recover  them  back.  The  event  of 
that  war  depends  upon  the  uncertain  contin- 
gencies of  tiie  naoertun  fbtore;  and  I  see 
nothing  in  the  hopes  resting  on.  uiose  oontin- 
genoies  to  countervail  the  force  of  my  contrary 
nan,  and  to  quiet  iny  mind  on  the  anl^eot. 
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It  is  sud,  too,  that  the  treasury  is  in  danger 
of  a  plethora,  from  a  surplas,  or  nccnninlatiiig 
BorplnseB,  of  revecne ;  tliat  this  danger  tntiBt 
lie  ohviated  by  gradnatang  onr  income  to  the 
wants  of  the  GoTernment.  Wants  of  the  Qov- 
emmentl  These  most  depend  npon  the  ob- 
jects of  ezpenditnre  by  the  GoTemment ;  and 
these  mutt  M  determined  by  the  wisdom  and 
disercUon  of  Congress,  hereafter,  as  well  as 
now;  they  cannot  be  prescribed  and  limited 
by  US.  If  an  overflowing  treasury  be  an  evil, 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  apply  a  remedy  when 
the  evil  exists.  At  present  it  does  not  exist, 
nor  can  we  know  with  certainty  that  it  will 
exist  hereafter.  Bat  is  an  overflowing  treas- 
ury an  evil  ?  and  snob  an  evil,  that  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  country,  involved  in  the  devel- 
opment of  her  great  resources,  must  be  sacri- 
ficed to  its  prevention  t  An  evil !  "Who  feels 
this  surplus  of  revenue,  if  there  should  be  a  sur- 
I^os,  as  a  burden  ?  Tram  whom  does  it  abstract 
one  necessary  of  life,  one  comfort,  one  luxury! 
'Sot  an  indindoal  in  Uiis  country.  The  reve- 
nues of  this  coantry  are  no  more  fdt  as  a  bur- 
den upon  them,  by  the  people  of  this  country, 
than  the  dews  of  heaven  are  felt  aa  a  burden 
upon  them ;  they  are  alike  unconscious  of  both ; 
and  no  one  would  think  of  the  former  as  a  bur- 
den, but  for  the  metaphyucs  employed  to 

Erove  it  to  be  a  burden.  What  sort  uf  burden 
I  that  which  is  fait  onhr  by  the  ud  of  meta- 
physics, and  then  only  by  uie  aid  of  imagina- 
tion! 

I  hope  we  shall  consider,  and,  if  we  do  not, 
that  a  future  Congress  will  consider,  the  great 
and  glorious  olfjeots  yet  to  be  accomplished  by 
this  Government,  and  to  which  these  sur- 

euses  will  be  necessary— olfjeots  of  national 
iprovement,  demanded  by  the  ge&gra[>bical 
^tuaUon  of  the  countey,  and  which  constitute, 
in  fact,  one  of  her  great  resources  yet  to  be 
developed;  and  the  estabHshments,  too,  neces- 
sary to  devdop  the  resources  of  the  mind  of  the 
country — if  she  should  deem  it  worthy  of  her 
ambition  to  aspire  to  the  roost  glorious  of  all 
fome,  Uie  fame  which  mind  confers  by  her  im- 
mortal works.  Believe  me,  the  establishments 
necessary  to  this  glorious  end  are  yet  to  be 
oreated.  Little  views  to  little  savings,  very 
proper  for  petty  corporations,  are  not  the  views 
proper  to  the  statesman  in  the  American  Con- 
gress. These  ooght  to  be  huge  and  prospec- 
UT^  and  to  correspond  to  the  grandeur  of  the 
trust  committed  to  his  charge ;  otherwise  he 
runs  the  risk  of  dwarfing  the  country  born  of 
gigantic  proportions  to  the  littleness  of  his 
Bttle  views.  The  prospect  of  these  snrplnses, 
then,  far  ftom  embarrassing,  r^oioes  me ;  for 
I  see  in  them  the  means  to  great  and  desirable 
ends,  and  without  occasioning  a  particle  of 
grievance  or  inconvenience  to  the  people. 

I  know  it  is  said,  too,  that  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union  is  threatened,  and  that  tliis  bill  is 
necessary  to  hold  the  States  together.  Yet  it 
is  sudf  in  die  same  breath,  that  thia  bond  is  no 
bond,  and  is  rquesented  as  finn^Ue  as  the  fiaz 


[SSSATB. 

scorched  by  the  fire.  The  tendency  to  fly  off 
from  the  Union,  I  should  hope,  was  nut  very 
strong,  if  it  could  be  overcome  and  constrained 
by  so  frail  a  ligature.  But  to  be  serious  :  this 
very  ailment  is  what  olarnis  me  most  as  to 
the  stability  and  effiraeni^  of  this  Union.  Here, 
in  this  body,  we  have  seen  an  inherent  power 
eldmed  for  the  States  unknown  to  die  consti- 
tution, and  incompatible  with  it,  and  to  he  des- 
potic over  this  Union.  We  have  seen  a  State 
arm  herself  with  this  power,  and  put  herself  in 
an  attitude  to  exert  it.  That  State  hath  neither 
disarmed  herself  nor  renounced  this  power. 
Now  we  offer  to  her  this  bill  to  induce  her,  not 
to  renounce  this  power,  but  to  refrain  from  its 
exercise  at  present.  Is  not  this  a  practical 
recognition  of  this  fatal  power?  What  is  to 
hinder  this  State  from  resuming  thia  atti- 
tude hereafter!  What  is  to  hinder  any  other 
from  assuming  the  same  attitude,  by  this  power 
to  wrest  from  the  General  Govemment  any 
one  of  its  powera,  or,  what  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  prevent  its  exercise?  In  that  case,  by 
this  precedent,  we  are  either  to  yield  the  di** 
puted  power,  or  to  bay  off  the  Union  by  a 
compromise.  If  this  precedent  is  to  govern 
hereafter,  where  is  the  security  for  the  stability 
or  efficiency  of  tliis  Union  !   I  cannot  see. 

This  bill,  however,  I  suppose,  is  to  pass,  not- 
withstanding all  these  considerations,  and  the 
many  others  that  have  been  urged  with  so 
much  more  ability.  If  it  does  psss,  it  may 
smother  the  fire  now  r^ng  in  one  place,  but  I 
fear  it  will  preserve  the  embers  that  one  day 
wiU  consume  the  fabric  of  the  Union. 

[Hr.  CaJhotm,  Hr  neUngfaayseo,  Hr.  Dallas,  Ur. 
Ewbg  of  OUo,  Vr.  Kangtun  of  North  Csnilina, 
Hr,  John  S.  Clayton  of  DeUirare,  Hr.  Webster, 
Mr.  Silsbee  of  Hassachusetts,  Mr.  Forsyth,  Ur. 
Sprague,  Ur.  Hobues.  Ur.  SiUa  Wright,  Mr.  Bibb, 
and  Ur,  Glsjr,  made  brief  expodtiona  of  their  per- 
soDsl  Bentlmentfl  towards  the  bill,  or  of  its  practical 
working  on  certun  points  ;  slier  which  the  vote 
was  taken,  and  the  bill  passed  by  the  following 
vote:] 

TsAD.— Ueasrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calboun,  Cham- 
bers, Clay,  Clayton.  Ewtng,  Foot,  Forsyth,  Frelin^ 
huysen,  Gruodj,  Hill,  Holmes,  Johnston,  Kiog,  Man- 
gnm.  Miller,  Moore,  Maadain,  Poiodextcr,  Rives, 
Robinion,  Spregue,  TomUnsoD,  Tyler,  Waggaman, 
White,  Wright— 29. 

Navs. — Messrs.  Benton,  Buckner,  Dallas,  Dicker- 
son,  Dudley,  Hendricks,  Knight,  PrenliBS,  Robbios, 
Ruggles,  Seymonr,  Silsbee,  ^titb,  Tipton,  Webster, 
Wflkins—IB. 

Public  Zandt :  IHttribution  <if  the  procttdt  <(f 
the  8aU»  among  tlu  Statei. 

[The  Senate  took  up  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  tbe  un  proriding  fbr 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.] 

Mr.  Clat  said  that,  although  the  oljects  to 
which  these  proceeds  were  to  be  applied  were 
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a  favorite  poitit  with  him,  yet  as  he  had  foand 
that  he  was  differing  on  this  topic  with  some 
of  his  frieads,  and  aa  it  had  been  so^eated  that 
there  might  be  difficulty  in  another  qnarter  if 
the  Tords  strnck  ont  hj  Uie  Hotue  were  re- 
tuned,  he  wonld  moTe  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

Hr.  BoBrasoN  expressed  a  ho^  that  the 
question  wonld  sot  be  preaaed  at  this  late  hoar, 
in  so  thin  a  Senate,  when  many  were  absent 
who  are  so  mnch  interested  in  the  measure. 

Mr.  CuLt  expressed  hla  regret  that,  at  tiiia 
late  period  of  the  session,  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois sbonld  wish  for  deUj,  which  mig^t  en- 
danger the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  members  present  that  there  are  so 
many  absentees. 

He  wished  to  take  the  qnasticm  to-night,  in 
order  that  the  ExecntiTS  mi^^t  have  ume  to 
act  upon  the  bill. 

Ur.  Ohambbbs  said  he  should  vote  against 
the  amendment.  He  woold  rather  vote  against 
the  bill  than  take  it  witii  the  amendment. 

The  qaeation  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  ooncnr,  and  decided  by 

TiAS.— Hessn.  Bell,  Black,  Backner,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Dudley,  Ewing,  Foot,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  King, 
MaDgum,  Hoore,  Naadkto,  Poindexter,  FreaUsa, 
Bobbins,  Seymour,  Slabee,  Spngae,  Tomlinson, 
Tyler,  White— 28. 

Katb.— ICessra.  Bibb,  Ohamben,  Orundy,  Bobin- 
MW,  Tipton— S. 

And  at  11  o'clock  the  Senate  a^Joorned. 


Satubdat,  Uarch  3. 
JBoeninif  SmiSn. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dudlet,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  conaideration  of  executive  bnsi- 
nesB. 

When  Hie  doors  were  re-opened,  Mr.  Out 
wai  ibnnd  nteakiog.  He  was  ongaged  in 
expresring  his  approbation  of  t^e  oondnct 
of  the  President  pro  tempore  of  this  body. 
The  present,  he  said,  had  been  a  very-  ardnoos 
session.  He  shoold  not  have  voted  for  the 
present  presiding  officer,  had  he  been  pre- 
sent when  ho  was  elected ;  nor  did  he  mean  to 
say  what  wonld  be  his  vote,  if  the  Section  were 
now  to  be  mode.  But  he  gave  with  great 
pleasure  his  testimony  in  favor  of  the  faith^ 
and  able,  and  impartial  manner  in  which  that 
officer  had  performed  his  duty.  He  concluded 
with  asking  leave  to  present  the  following 
resolution : 

Retolwd,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate'  be  pre- 
sented to  th  Honorable  Huan  L.  Weiti,  for  the  dig- 
nity, ability,  and  impartiaU^,  irith  wueh  ha  ma 
discharged  the  duties  of  FnsldeDt  pre  tempart  of 
the  Senate. 


The  resolation  was  nnanimoualj  adopted. 
About  half-past  four  o'clock,  A.  M.,  a  com- 
mittee on  iho  part  of  the  Sraate  was  wpointed 
to  Join  Bitch  committee  aa  the  Honae  might  ^ 
pomt,  to  wait  on  the  President,  and  inlbnn  hiia 
that  the  two  Houses  were  rea^  to  a^onm. 

The  House  having  appointed  a  committee^ 
the  Joint  committee  wuted  on  the  Fresidoit^ 
and  returned  with  an  answer  that  he  had  no 
further  communication  to  make ;  whereqpon, 
Mr.  Ejno  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 
Mr  WaiTB  (President  pro  tempore)  then  rose 
and  addressed  the  Senate,  as  follows  : 

Before  the  predding  oflSeer  leaves  the  chair,  he  ia 
dedrona  of  saying  a  uw  words. 

We  met  under  circwmatancea  calculated  to  indnoe 
as  to  believe  that  matters  of  blgft  eadtement  would 
arise  during  our  sojourn  here.  It  was  by  the  wOl 
of  the  minority  of  this  body  ibat  I  was  placed  la 
this  cbair,  to  preside  over  your  delibcraUons.  I 
looked  upon  the  high  honor  thus  conferred  to  be 
but  temporary ;  for  could  I  then  have  foreseen  tliat 
I  was  to  act  in  this  capacity  until  now,  most  cer- 
tainly  my  distrust  of  my  experience  would  have 
induced  me  to  shrink  from  undertaking  the  task. 
The  duties  of  the  Chdr  are  at  all  times  arduous, 
but  the  more  particulariy  so  when  topics  of  high  in- 
terest and  importance  are  under  discussion.  Uy 
experience,  however,  has  convinced  me  diat  even 
under  these  circumstances,  the  preatding  officer 
may  have  a  pleasant  task  to  perform,  when  every 
member  submits  tunuelf  to  be  guided  by  the  ndes 
of  this  body.  Instead  of  having  a  law  for  himadf. 

I  take  pleasare  in  staiting,  raat  during  the  whole 
course  of  the  sesdon,  no  act  has  been  done  by  any 
one  member,  and  no  single  expresdon  haa  reached 
my  ear,  calcdated  to  give  pain  to  the  preuding 
officer.  If^  in  the  discharge  of  the  duUes  confided 
to  me,  I  have  had  the  nuiBfortuoe  to  imure  or  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  any  individual,  I  bust 
he  wQl  do  me  the  justice  to  beUeve  that  it  has 
happened  without  any  intention  on  my  part.  I 
have  endeavored  to  act  impartially  towards  evei^ 
member  of  this  body ;  and  I  would  have  them  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  tf^  during  the  arduous  duties  I 
have  bad  to  perform,  and  amidst  all  the  excitements 
that  have  existed,  any  thing  like  order  has  been 
preserved,  it  most  be  attributed  more  to  the  kind- 
ness and  courtesy  of  Senators  towards  the  preddiog 
officer,  than  to  the  capadty  which  he  was  able  to 
bring  to  the  duties  RSBigced  him.  It  is  not  proba- 
ble, in  the  course  of  human  ereota,  that  we  can  all 
ever  assemble  ia  this  chamber  again.   I  shall,  after 

EutUng  the  question,  take  a  fiuewell  of  all  who  are 
ere  present,  and  I  feel  regret  Uutt  I  cannot  ex- 
change  good  wishes  with  those  who  are  absent;  bo^ 
ing  that  it  may  be  our  good  fortune  all  to  meet 
again. 

Tbe  President  tbra  put  the  qnestim  on  sd- 
joumment,  which  was  carried,  nemine  i2uss»- 
tiente;  and 

The  Senate,  at  fire  o'clock,  A  K.,  actjonmed 
ajnedfa. 
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TWENTY-SECOND  C0N6EESS.-SEC0ND  SESSION. 


FBOCBSBINaS  AND  DEBATES 
» 

THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


H0ND1.T,  December  8,  1883. 

At  12  oVlock  Mr.  Speaker  Stitenson  took 
the  chair,  and  called  the  House  to  order. 

The  Clerk  having  called  over  the  roll,  one 
hnndred  and  Bixt^-fiTO  members  answered  to 
tb^  names ;  which  b^ng  a  qnomm,  a  message 
waacnrdend  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  amiomio- 
ing  tbat  the  House  of  Re[»esentatiTea  was  organ- 
ized, ntd  ready  to  jnroceed  to  badness. 

I^otA  ^Mr.  Doddridge. 

Mr.  Mkboeb  rose  and  obserred,  that  it  was 
his  melancholy  dntj  to  announce  to  the  Honse 
the  decease  of  his  lamented  colleagae,the  Honor- 
able Phiuf  Doddbidoe,  and  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion, assnring  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  and  the 
conntry  at  larve,  of  the  sense  entertained  by  this 
Honse  of  the  loss  it  had  sustained.  In  perform- 
ing this  duty,  Kr.  M.  sud,  that  were  he  to  in- 
dulge the  feeling  he  possessed  of  the  merits  of 
Lis  departed  mend,  he  shonld  find  himself 
^eedilr  arrested,  ui  intelleotnal  power,  that 
ftiend  bad  been  mrpassed  by  few  in  tiiis  or 
any  other  country ;  in  integrity  of  motiTe,  he 
was  excelled  by  none;  and  in  sdmidici^  of 
heart,  by  no  man  he  had  ever  known.  Ifr.  IL 
then  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Sesolwd,  UTuaumovtly,  That  the  members  of 
the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatives,  from  a  uncere  desire 
of  sbowing  eTer;  mark  of  respect  due  to  the  mem- 
ory of  PBiur  DoDDamec,  late  a  member  thereof 
from  the  State  of  Virginia,  will  go  in  mouroing  by 
the  usual  mode  of  weuing  crape  round  tbe  kftam 
for  one  month. 

The  reaolatioa  was  agreed  to. 
The  Hooae  a^oumed. 


TunMT,  Deoonber  4. 
A  message  was  annonnoed  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  ^tes;  and  Ur.  Donel- 
■OD,  his  prirato  aeoretary,  deUvered  to  the 


Ghur  tbe  message  of  the  Pre^dent  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Oon^vss  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion. (See  Saute  Proceeding.) 

The  message  was  read,  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
TTnion,  and  10,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Veto  0/  the  Earbor  BiU, 
The  following  message  was  reoeiTed  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States ; 
Ta  the  Haum  of  BtpremUativei : 

In  additioa  to  the  general  rlewa  I  hftre  hereto- 
fore ezpreflsed  to  Consren  on  the  sat^ect  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  it  is  my  duty  to  advert  to  it 
again  in  stating  my  objections  to  the  bill  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors, 
and  the  navigation  of  certun  rivers,"  which  was 
not  received  a  soflBcient  time  before  the  cloae  of 
the  last  session  to  enable  me  to  examine  it  before 
the  a^ournment. 

Hanng  maturely  conddered  that  bill  witbtn  the 
time  allowed  me  by  the  consUtution,  and  being  eon- 
vinoed  that  some  of  its  provldons  con8ict  witb  the 
rule  adopted  for  my  guide  on  this  subject  of  legis- 
lation, I  have  been  compelled  to  withhold  from  it  my 
d^atnre  ;  and  it  has,  therefore,  fiuled  to  become 

To  fludlitate  as  far  as  I  can  the  intelligent  action 
of  Congress  upon  the  subjects  embraced  In  this 
bill,  I  transmit,  herewith,  a  report  from  the  En- 
gineer Department,  distingalBhing,  as  far  as  tbe  in- 
formation in  its  possession  would  enable  it,  between 
those  appropriauons  which  do,  and  those  which  do 
not,  conflict  with  the  rules  by  which  my  conduct  in 
this  respect  haa  hitherto  been  governed.  By  that 
report  It  wtU  be  seen  that  there  la  a  elaaa  of  9^ 
proj^tfooB  In  the  UU  for  the  Improvement  of 
strnms,  that  are  not  navigable,  that  are  not  chan- 
nels of  commerce,  and  that  do  not  pertain  to  the 
harbors  or  ports  of  entry  designated  by  any  law, 
or  have  any  ascertained  connection  with  the  nsual 
establishments  for  the  security  of  commerce,  ex- 
ternal or  internal. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  appropriadona  involve  the 
aaaoUonof  apin^plethatconeodea  totheGen«ral 
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GoveromeDt  an  unlimited  power  over  the  subject 
of  iaternal  improTemeots ;  and  that  I  coold  not, 
therefore,  approve  a  bill  cwtaiiung  them,  without 
reeediDK  from  the  podUoofl  taken  in  my  veto  of  the 
UaysTiUe  road  UU,  and,  afterwarda,  in  my  annual 
meaaagc  of  December?,  1880. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  rules  by  which  this 
classification  of  the  improvements  in  Ibis  bill  has 
been  made  by  the  Engineer  Department  are  not 
more  definite  and  certau,  and  that  embarrassment 
may  not  always  be  aT(4ded  by  the  obserrance  of 
tbem  ;  but,  as  neither  my  own  reflection,  nor  the 
lights  derired  from  other  sources,  have  furnished 
me  with  a  better  guide,  I  shall  conUaue  to  apply 
my  best  exertions  to  their  application  and  enforce- 
ment. Id  thus  employing  my  best  faculties  to  ex- 
ercise the  powers  with  which  I  am  inrested,  to  aroid 
erils,  and  to  effect  the  greateat  attidnable  good  for 
oar  common  country,  1  feel  tbat  I  may  trust  to 
your  corral  coMipeiraon ;  and  the  ezperieoce  of 
the  past  leaTes  me  no  room  to  doubt  the  liberal  in- 
dulgence and  &Torable  consideration  of  those  for 
whom  we  act. 
■Tbe  grounds  upon  which  I  hare  given  my  assent  to 
appropriations  for  the  construction  of  light-bouses, 
beacons,  buoys,  poblio  i^ers,  and  the  remoral  of 
Mnd-bari,  tawyen,  and  other  temporary  or  parUal 
impediments  in  our  navigable  riren  and  liarbotii, 
tod  with  which  many  of  uie  proTisions  of  this  bill 
correspond,  hare  been  so  fuUy  stated,  that  I  trust 
a  repetition  of  them  is  unnecessary.  Had  there 
been  incorponvted  in  the  bill  no  provisions  for  works 
of  a  different  description,  depending  on  principles 
which  extend  the  power  of  naUng  wfRvpriaUons 
to  every  ol^ect  which  tbe  discretion  of  the  Govern- 
ment may  se^t,  and  losing  sight  of  the  distinc- 
tions between  naUonal  and  local  character,  which  I 
hod  stated  would  be  my  future  guide  on  the  sub- 
feot,  I  should  have  ebeerflilly  signed  the  bilL 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

6. 

Hr.  TA.TLOB  moved  ttiat  the  communication 
be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed;  bnt withdrew 
bis  motion  at  the  request  of 

Ur.  WioKLiFFB,  who  moved  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Internal  ImproTement;  which 
was  ngreed  to. 

ICr.  Out,  of  Alabama,  sabseqaenUy  moved 
to  recoDstder  the  above  vote  on  the  ground 
that  tbe  qoestaon  had  not  been  nnderstood  hy 
all  the  House. 

After  Bume  conversation  between  him  and 
Mr.  WioKLiFFS,  be  agreed  to  postpone  the  cou- 
sideratioD  of  his  motion  for  recounderation 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EvESETT  offered  the  following  resolatioa, 
which  liesi  oq  the  table  one  day : 

Jtefolvtd,  That  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commonicate  to  this  House,  as  lar 
as  the  pubUo  service  will  permit,  sooh  pordons  as 
have  not  heretofore  been  commumoated,  of  tbe  in- 
■trueUons  given  to  our  ministers  iu  France  on  the 
■abject  of  claims  for  spoliations,  and  of  the  cor- 
respondence of  Bud  ministers  with  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, and  with  the  Secretary  of  State  of  tbe 
United  States  on  the  same  subject. 

The  hour  appointed  for  proceeding  to  the 
election  of  a  Sergeant-at-anns,  having  arrived, 
^e  House  proceeded  to  the  ballot :  twent7-<lU 


[Decembbs,  18S3. 

candidates  were   nominated  for  the  office. 
After  titree  unsuccessful  ballotings,  the  resolt 
on  the  fourth  ballot  stood  as  follows : 
For  William  J.  MoCormiok    -      -  86 
William  B.  Bobineon      -      -  89 
William  A.  Gordon  -    -      -  85 
Jonathan  Kye  -    -      -  26 

Thomas  B.  Randolph      -      -  S6 
And  many  scattering  votes, 
like  Hbnse  thw  adyoumed  to  Monday  next. 


UoSDAT,  December  10. 
Election  of  Sergeant-at-armt. 
The  House  then  again  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
a  Sergeant-at-arms,  to  supply  Uie  vacancy  in 
that  office  ocoanoned  hj  the  resignation  of 
John  Oswald  Dunn;  and,  on  the  nmtii  ballot, 
ThfHnas  B.  Bandolph,  of  Vii^a,  was  deoted. 


TuEBDAT,  December  11. 
FaUtc/th^  Ohw. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gabb,  of  Indiana,  the  peti- 
tiims  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  KeDtitet7 
and  Indiana,  praying  for  an  appropriation  to  tie 
made  to  improve  the  Indian  Chute,  thnnif^ 
the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  were  refernd 
to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  not  acted  upon, 
ore  agWQ  referred  to  said  committee.  In  mak- 
ing this  motion, 

Mr.  0.  remarked,  that  it  was  a  anhject  in 
which  a  large  portion  of  the  commercial  and 
agricultural  conunnnity  of  the  West  felt  a  deep 
interest,  and  hoped  that  the  action  of  the  House 
might  be  had  upon  it  during  the  present 
sesrion. 

21«  Public  ZandA. 
Mr.  Cla.t,  of  Alabama,  offered  the  following: 
Jiesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  redue- 
Ing  ^e  price  of  sncfa  porUons  of  tbe  public  hods 
as  have  been.  ofCsred  at  pubUe  sale,  and  have  re* 
mained  unsold  for  tbe  period  five  years  and  up- 
wards. 

Buolved  further.  That  said  committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  relinquishing  to  the  respective 
States  in  which  they  are  utuated,  such  portions  of 
the  public  lands  as  may  have  been  offered  at  public 
sole,  and,  being  sulyect  to  private  entry,  have  re- 
mained unsold  for  tbe  period  of  tea  yean. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  observed 
that  the  resolution  involved  a  very  important 
question — perhaps  as  important  a  one  as 
ever  been  offered  to  tlie  coiMiderstira  of  Con- 
gress:  and  he  wished  that  its  otmsiderataon 
should  be  postponed  to  Monday  next  Why 
was  this  unoeasing  demand  heard  for  the 
relitiqaishment  by  the  TTnited  States  of  all  its 
public  lands  f  For  his  own  part,  he  was  unable 
to  give  any  good  reason  for  it ;  and  as  he  de- 
sired time  to  reflect  on  the  subject  of  the  reso- 
lution, he  moved  its  postponement  till  Mon- 
day. 

Mr.  Out  said  tiiat  thb  was  a.  ^edes  cf 
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opposition,  and  at  a  stage  of  the  resolation, 
which  ha  had  not  anticipated.  The  resolution 
proposed  a  simple  inomiiy,  aad  did  not  go  to 
commit  the  House.  What  injury  oonld  result 
from  confiding  such  an  inquiry  to  one  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  Hoase  ?   Was  the 

rUeman  onwiUing  thai  even  an  inquiry  should 
instltatedf  Vai  he  nnwilUog  to  hear  a 
report  from  one  of  the  ooDunitteea  the  Honse  t 
He  would  not  at  present  urge  the  considerations 
which  in  his  judgment  ought  to  induce  Con- 
gress to  concede  to  the%ew  States  all  they  ask- 
ed on  this  subject.  "Were  this  the  proper  time, 
he  coold  nrge  the  many  and  great  disadvantages 
under  which  the  new  States  labored  from 
having  a  large  part  of  their  territory  beyond 
tlie  reach  of  their  taxation  for  revenue ;  and 
he  was  prepared  to  show,  from  the  document- 
ary evidence,  that  for  a  large  portion  of  the 
public  domun  it  was  impos^le  that  the  Oov- 
emment  should  ever  obtain  even  the  minimum 
price  allowed  b>  law.  Bat  he  should  not 
]»«e8  those  topics  now.  He  hoped  tbe  resoln- 
tion  would  not  be  postponed. 

]fr.  WiuuiiB  replied  to  Mr.  Cut,  and  was 
proceeding  to  show  that  the  old  Statea  had  as 
gresA  a  r^fat  to  retain,  as  the  new  States  to 
aaim,  the  public  domain;  and- should  those 
lands  be  ceded,  the  old  States  would  experience 
as  much  injury  as  tiie  new  States  could  obtun 
benefit;  but 

The  OnAiB  arrested  the  discussion,  as  going 
into  the  merits  on  a  qnestjon  of  postponement. 

Ur.  WiLUAus  having  demandmtbe  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  moUon  to  postpone,  they  were 
taken ;  and  rtood— Yeas  106,  Saja  78. 


UoNDAT,  December  17. 
Federal  Courit — EqteJtua. 

Mr.  Yerplanoe,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Ueana,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Jtaolutd,  ThaX  the  Committee  on  the  Jadlciary 
be  instructed  to  inqaire  ud  report  what  law  or 
other  regulation  may  be  necessary  for  dimlDlshing 
the  annual  expeofiet  of  faoldiag  the  Supreme,  Cir- 
cuit, and  DUtnct  Courts  of  the  United  States,  kc, 
including  the  contingeot  charges  of  the  Judiciary 
establishment,  and  the  ezpenses  of  stdts  and  prose* 
cnUoiM  ehaqeable  to  the  united  Sutes. 

Hr,  V.  said  that  this  resolution  was  offered 
in  consequence  of  an  item  in  the  hill  just  re- 

Sorted  by  himself.  That  bUI  contained  an  ad- 
iUonal  appropriation  fiv  the  varioos  expenses 
of  the  conrtsof  tiie  United  States,  and  of  suits 
and  proseontions  chargeable  to  GoTemment 
during  the  present  year,  iu  addition  to  the 
annual  appropriation  made  for  that  purpose  at 
the  last  session.  As  that  appropriation  watt  now 
exhansted,  and  as  a  further  ^ront  setmed  Abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  ordinary  operation  of 
the  courts,  tiie  cummittee  had  no  hesitation  in 
now  recommending  tlie  allowance  of  the  sum 
requested  by  the  deportment.  But  in  exatnin- 
log  the  causes  of  Uie  defietenoy,  and  comparing 
the  ezpenaea  of  ■eieml  yean  laat  put,  they 


CH.  OP  B. 

had  perceived  that  for  several  years  there  has 
been  a  large  and  continual  increase  of  these 
expenses ;  and  this,  so  far  as  they  conld  ascer- 
tain, f^om  oircomstancea  on  which  the  Treasury 
Department  could  have  little  or  no  control. 
One  large  item  of  this  increase  was  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colamhia,  The  apecial  committee  who 
had  prepared,  and  were  about  to  report  a  oode 
for  the  goTerament  of  this  distriot,  (as  the  Com- 
mittee of  yfa^  and  Ueana  were  informed.) 
were  about  to  propose  a  remedy  for  this  evu. 
The  cfmimittee,  in  the  hope  mat  a  similar 
remedy  might  be  extended  to  the  general  jndi- 
cisi  systemj  had  detennined  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  the  sutfjeot  in  a 
special  manner. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Lim  Latna  in  beht^f  <if  BuHdert. 

The  lien  bill,  (^ving  to  workmen  within  the 
District  of  Coliunhia,  engaged  in  building  a 
house,  and  those  who  fbnushed  Uie  matraius,  a 
lien  upon  the  house  when  built,)  having  been 
read  a  eeotmd  time — 

Mr.  WASHiNOTrar  said  that  the  bill  hod  been 
brought  forward  last  session.  The  measure 
which  it  advocated  was  one  which  had  met 
witii  the  universal  approbation  of  the  mechanics 
and  tradesmen  of  the  city  of  Washington. 
It  was  a  bill  projected  for  the  pnrpose  of  pro- 
teotii^  those  persons,  and  others  of  the  city, 
from  a  species  of  fraud  which  had  been  fre- 
quently practised  upon  them  by  persons,  whose 
affiurs  were  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  purchas- 
ing land  on  mortgage,  building  upon  it,  and 
Uien  s^ng  the  prwerty,  leaving  the  workmen 
and  those  who  supplied  the  building  materials 
nnpdd.  The  bill  had  been  prmared  with  great 
eare  and  attention,  at  the  unanimous  request  of 
the  people  of  Washington  city ;  and,  in  the 
fnuning  of  it,  it  was  endeavored  so  to  do  it 
thi^  every  class  might  be  provided  for ;  and  it 
was  done  at  the  instance  of  men  of  respecta- 
bility. The  city  had  been  liable  to  great  impo- 
sitions. Owing  to  the  circumstances  of  its 
being  tiie  seat  of  Government,  and  other  causes, 
persons  had  come  to  it  from  all  parts  of  the 
globe;  adventurers  had  undertaken  contracts 
which  they  were  unable  to  fblfil,  and  thus 
brought  rain  upon  themselves  and  others.  Fw 
the  injury  done  the  adventurers  oared  but  little: 
many  of  them  had  no  characters  to  lose ;  and 
all  they  had  to  do  was  to  try  their  fortunes 
elsewhere ;  but,  whilst  speculators  might  come 
to  the  city,  and  nnderteke  work,  frequently 
absconding  and  leaving  the  demands  of  boUi 
the  tradesman  and  the  mechanic  unsatisfied,  it 
seemed  to  him  to  be  requisite  that  ttie  mechanic 
and  tradesman  should  have  security  against  this 
species  of  fraud. 

Mr.  Root  sud  he  believed  the  gentleman 
was  mistaken  as  >o  one  fact  in  what  he  hod  said 
relative  to  the  operation  and  extent  of  the  lien 
laws.  The  gentleman  had  said  that  the  law 
proposed  in  the  bill,  then  offered  to  the  House, 
was  the  same  as  those  of  Kew  Tork  and  Plul- 
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adelphia.  Of  the  existence  of  such  a  law  in 
Piladelphia,  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  heard ;  he  did  not 
know  if  it  was  so ;  but  »  to  the  State  of  New 
Tork,  he  did  know  tiiat  IqipUcatlon  had  twen 
made  for  the  passage  of  enoh  a  law,  and  to 
apply  it  to  the  ctUes  and  villages,  as  well  as  to 
ue  (»ty  of  Kew  York ;  bat  the  applicants  failed 
of  sacceaa.  With  the  detuls  of  the  present  bill 
be  was  anaoqnainted ;  nor  bad  be  been  able  to 
ascertain  precisely  what  they  were,  although 
the  bill  had  been  read  by  the  clerk.  As  far  as 
he  anderatood,  however,  it  was  proposed  to 
give  to  the  laborers,  as  well  as  to  those  who 
famished  the  materials,  a  lien  on  the  houses 
Thioh  they  bnilt;  which  mortpige  was  to 
rem&in  for  a  definite  time — for  two  or  three 
years ;  and  whosoever  pnrohaaedthe  boase  was 
bound  to  pay  np  tiXi  this  variety  of  mortgages, 
£rom  the  pane  tn  glass  in  the  windows  to  the 
bob-neU  driven  Into  the  wall.  Snob  a  btw 
woold  not  be  for  the  interest  either  of  the 
mechanic  or  the  proprietor,  whilst  it  would  in- 
Jnre  the  parohaser,  and  stop  the  growth  of  the 
city,  if  property  Btioold  be  thos  eneambered. 
Other  laborers  had  no  such  security.  He  be- 
lieved the  lots  of  the  city  were  sufficiently 
mortgaged  already  to  admonish  purchasers, 
without  saperadding  mortgages  on  the  nails, 
glass,  and  hinges,  as  well  as  the  shingles  and 
umber,  with  which  the  houses  were  erected. 
And  how  were  the  purchasers  to  know  how 
manr  mortgages  a  honae  was  encumbered  with  V 
He  did  not  luow  that  any  provi^on  was  made 
in  the  bill  ibr  registering  these  mortgage.  If 
fliere  was  not,  how  were  pnrcihflBers  to  be 
advised  as  to  the  responsibilities  they  had  to  as- 
sume f  He  (Mr.  B.)  thought  it  would  be  an 
incumbrance  to  bnilders,  and  an  pl^ection  to 
purchasing  any  house  until  after  the  lapse  of 
the  time  when  the  pnndiaser  might  come  in, 
secure  from  a  mortgage  on  hia  porchaae^  for  a 
pane  of  glass  or  a  hnn£ed  foor-peaiiy  nails. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroased  for  its 
third  reading. 

■ 

TovbOdat,  December  27. 
Qtneral  MaeowA, 

Th^~%iU  for  the  relief  of  Oeaeral  Uaoomb 
came  np  f^~i^  third  reading. 

(Thia  bill  p^f^oBes,  wAr^  in  so  mmj  words, 
to  release  General  Uaoomb  fhim  all  renxmribil- 
tty  as  the  seicority  of  Samuel  Ohamplain,  in  a 
bond  ^ven  by  him,  as  paymaster  in  the  army, 
bearing  date  8Uk  May,  1811 ;  bat  the  report 
aocompaoying  Uie  biU  has  reference  to  oertun 
brevet  pay  due  to  General  MaoMnb,  as  oonsti- 
tating  an  offset  in  bis  fkvor  as  the  smrety  of 
Ohamplain.] 

Mr.  Semhss  observing  that  the  bill  contained 
a  very  important  principle,  desired  to  hear 
something  more  in  explanation  of  itsprovidons, 
before  he  was  prepared  to  vote  npon  it 

Mr.  Blaib,  of  Sotttli  OaroUna,  agreed  vith 
Ifr.  SnooB,  and  ooniidered  tin  bUl  u  one 
which  went  to  eiUbUflh  a  prince  that  wonM, 


by  releasmg  aecnritiea,  if  carried  out,  destrt^ 
the  security  of  the  Government  for  moneys  due 
to  the  Qovemmoit  by  prindpals, 

Mr.  JoHKBOir,  of  Eentockj,  thon^  that 
when  the  facta  were  mideratood,  none  oonU 
object  to  the  bilL  Dozens  similar  eases  had 
been  provided  for  by  special  l^^ation.  Gen- 
eral Macomb  had  been  secority  for  an  offioer* 
who  had  become  a  defaulter  to  the  Govern- 
ment; the  Government  had  suffered  the  case  to 
remain  many  years  without  prosecuting,  and, 
in  the  meanwhile,  ba9  promoted  the  officer. 
General  Macomb  had  been  ordered  to  a  distance 
in  his  country's  service,  and  had  no  opportunity 
of  uiging  the  officers  of  Grovernment  to  do 
their  duty  in  tiie  case,  and  he  ought  not  to 
Buffer  for  the  nef^iigence  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SuDOS  thought  the  statement  givMi  was 
■affleient  proof  tliat  tiie  bill  ong^t  new  to  have 
gone  to  .tdie  IQUtary  Oommittee.  It  was  not 
a  military  flal^cet,  bat  more  property  pertained 
to  the  Cknmnittee  on  Olums  or  that  on  tho 
JndidaiT' 

Mr.  '  Vancx,  perodving  that  there  had  been 
some  misondentaodiDg  on  the  part  of  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Wabd)  who  had  drawn  up  the 
report,  as  to  the  views  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, intended  to  have  been  embodied  in  itL 
moved  to  postpone  tiie  cdnsideration  of  the  bill 
forcmeweek;  whidi  was  agreed  to. 


Fbidxt,  December  28. 
^  Tariff— BmbucUot^  HfJhtUm. 

Mr.  TiCBFLUrax,  from  the  Oomnittee  of  • 
Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  as  rdatei  to 
such  further  redacti<Hi  in  the  revenues  as  ma;- 
not  be  required  for  oUeots  of  general  welfive 
and  public  defenoe,  authorized  by  the  constitu- 
tioD,  made  a  report,  intended  to  accomMny 
the  bill  (reported  from  the  Gommitee  <^  Wsya 
and  Means  yesterday)  to  reduce  and  otherwise 
to  alter  the  duties  on  imports ;  which  report 
was  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Oahbbklkho  moved  for  theprintinf^  <tf 
6,000  extra  copies  of  the  report.  This  motion, 
by  rule,  lies  one  day  on  the  table. 

SediteUon  of  Poitage. 
The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr. 

£.  EVKBSTT. 

JUtolxxd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roada  be  iostrocted  to  inquire  into  the 
inexpediency  of  reducing  the  rates  of  postage  on 
lettWB,  pamphlets,  and  newspapers. 

In  moving  this  resolution,  Mr.  Evebktt  ob- 
served the^^e  sobjeot  had,  st  the  last  sesrion, 
been  presented  to  Congress,  by  petition,  fcom 
the  portion  of  the  country  which  he  in  part 
represented.  He  had  then  orged  the  Justice  of 
the  measure  recommended.  Believing  it  still 
both  Just  and  peculiarly  seasmable,  he  was  in- 
dooed,  in  this  way,  to  bring  it  to  the  consider- 
ation <tf  the  Honse ;  and,  in  doing  so,  he  wonld 
b^flf  eaqplldn  the  view  whicb  he  tocdc  of  it 
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Few  persons  who  had  not  tamed  their  atten- 
tion particolarlj  to  the  Post  Office  were  aware 
what  a  vast  and  expensive  establishment  it  had 
become.  In  ^ving  it  this  character,  however, 
he  by  no  means  intended  to  saj  that  its  opera- 
tions OQght  to  be  contracted ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  would  go  as  far  as  anj  one  in  extending  the 
accommodation  which  it  afforded  to  the  people. 
Bnt  the  view  he  tool:  of  the  Bohject  made  it 
necessary  to  state  the  expense  at  which  it  is 
supported;  and  whicK  for  the  year  ending 
Jnly,  1883,  unonnted  to  the  large  snm  of  8,268,- 
100  dollars,  of  which  3,268,670  dollars  were 
aotoally  levied,  in  the  form  of  postage,  during 
the  last  year.  The  entire  expense  of  the  navy 
of  tb»  United  States  is  bnt  8,879,000  dollars, 
and  that  of  the  whole  civil  list,  foreign  inter- 
eonne  and  misoellaneons  department  of  the 
Government  is  bat  a  trifle  over  $8,000,000. 
These  comparisons  show  that  the  Post  Office 
estahlishmeDt,  if  among  the  most  nsefiil,  is  also 
among  the  most  expensive  establishments  of 
the-coontry. 

This  expense  is  not  defrayed  from  the  treas- 
ury, as  that  of  the  other  public  establishments, 
but  by  a  specific  tax,  levied  on  a  portion  of  the 
pecole^  TU:  those  who  receive  letters  and 
pawete  by  mul,  chatted  with  postage.  One 
of  the  ol^jects  to  whidi  X  wish  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  is,  the  inqnirj  whether, 
as  the  Post  Office  establishment  is  partly  for 
the  service  of  the  public,  as  well  as  partly  for 
the  accommodation  <^  private  individnids,  the 
entire  exjiense  of  it  onght  to  he  thrown  upon 
*  the  latter  f  And  another  point  of  inquiry  is, 
whether  the  burden  of  supporting  that  part 
which  is  for  private  accommodation  is  furl;  ap- 
portioned f 

If  the  Grovemment  levied  no  more  from  the 
Jnffividnals  served  than,  it  omts  the  Government 
to  render  the  servioe  to  these  hidindnals,  there 
wotdd,  of  course,  be  no  cause  of  eompldnt 
Or,  if  the  state  of  the  treasury  required  tiiat 
more  should  be  raised  from  the  payers  of  post- 
age than  the  establishment  oosts  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; then  if  the  excess  were  equitably 
apportioned  among  all  who  pay  it,  there  would 
be  no  injustice.  Bat  neither  of  these  is  true. 
On  the  present  system,  the  Government,  by 
penal  laws,  secures  to  itself  the  monopoly  of 
the  business,  and  then  charges  the  expense  of 
carrying  it  on  to  a  portion  only  of  the  people, 
and,  as  I  think,  upon  inequitable  principles. 

In  the  first  place,  there  is  frequently  a  con- 
dderable  surplus  over  and  above  the  whole 
expense  of  the  establtehment :  thns,  the  year 
bcnffe  last,  there  was  a  snrplns  of  more  than 
800^000  dfulara.  In  the  present  state  of  the 
treuaiy  there  sordy  em  be  no  reason  in  r^ 
ing  ft  revenue  <tf  this  kind  by  a  Govenunent, 
monopoly. 

In  the  next  place,  there  is  a  very  ccmdder- 
able  number  of  post  routes  which  are  unpro- 
ductive ;  that  is,  which  cost  more  to  keep  up 
than  they  yield.  The  law  requires  a  return  to 
be  mAde  to  Congress  of  thwe  that  yield  less 
You  XII.--8 


than  a  third  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  tiiem ; 
bnt  no  return  is  made  of  all  the  others,  and 
those  which  are  retnibed  are  rarely  if  ever  dis- 
continued. I  am  not  for  discontinuing  Ihem, 
unless  they  are  useless  or  superfluous,  as  well 
as  unproductive.  I  am  willing  to  pursue  the 
most  liberal  policy  in  multiplying  tfiem.  But 
why  are  unproductive  post  routes  established 
and  kept  up  ?  Of  course,  because  the  public 
good,  or  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  on  the 
route  requures  it,  or  both.  But  whether  it  be 
one  or  ttie  other,  or  both,  it  is  pUdn  that  the 
expense,  if  not  bcnrne  by  the  inhautants  on  the 
route,  (those  inune^tely  benefited,)  should  be 
borne  by  the  public  at  large,  and  paid  out  of 
tbe  puiuic  treasury.  It  cannot  be  Just  to 
charge  it,  as  we  now  do,  to  the  individuals  who 
pay  postage  on  some  other  route,  thns  makJiig 
them  pay  their  own  postage  and  that  of  their 
fellow-citizens. 

Lastly,  there  is  Ihe  vast  Quantity  of  letters, 
papers,  and  documents  whicn  are  transported 
free  of  postage.  Tbe  whole  correspondence  of 
the  Government,  external  and  internal,  foreign 
and  domestic;  tbe  v(^mninooB  documents, 
which  we  print  here  by  thonsands  and  tens  of 
thoosands,  and  the  entire  correspondence  <XF 
seven  or  eight  thousand  postmasters ;  all  those 
are  transported  free  of  expense  to  those  who 
despatch  and  those  w&o  receive  them.  I  am 
not  for  curtailing  this  privilege ;  it  is  essential 
(to  some  extent)  to  carry  on  the  public  busi- 
ness ;  and  where  not  essential,  it  is  designed 
and  operates  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  But 
who  ouf^it  to  ^ay  for  it !  Somebody  must  pay 
for  it.  we  write  free  on  the  packets,  bat  when 
we  have  done  so  they  acquire  no  locomotive 
power ;  they  do  not  fly  through  the  air ;  they 
are  carried  along  and  distributed,  by  tiiie  usual 
means  of  transportation,  to  the  amonntof  mwe 
tons  than  I  will  venture  to  estimate,  in  the 
course  of  the  year.  But  this  transportation, 
which  takes  place  for  the  immediate  service  of 
the  Government  and  the  general  accommodation 
of  the  people,  instead  <n  being  paid  for  by^CKe' 
treasury,  is  thrown  upon  one  class  of  the 
citiz^is,  who  are  compelled  by  the  Government 
te  pay  for  carrying  their  own*  letters,  and  liien 
for  all  the  free  letters,  documents,  and  packages 
of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  Departments. 
This  seems  to  me  unjust  and  unreasonable  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  beasury. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  the  cost  of  the  unpro- 
ductive post  roads,  instead  of  being  borne  t^^ 
a  part  m  tbe  people,  should  be  borne  the 
wlude — should  be  a  public  oha^.  How  mnidi 
it  woold  amount  to  in  the  course  of  the  year  I 
do  not  know ;  bat  the  books  of  Che  Post  Office, 
I  presume,  would  furnish  the  amount  (Hi  inspec- 
tion. 

In  the  next  place,  I  think  the  treasury  ought 
to  be  charged  a  reasonable  sum  on  account  of 
the  tran^rtation  of  letters  and  documents  free 
of  postage.  What  would  be  a  reasonable  earn 
depends  on  the  proportion  which  this  part  of 
the  tran^xntatirai  by  mail  bears  to  all  the  rest : 
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I  snppoM  that  the  two  items  together  would 
fldrly  amount,  In  the  nreseot  state  of  afUrs,  to 
over  a  million  of  doUara  annufllif ;  that  is,  to 
one-half  wF  the  present  cost  of  the  establish- 
ment. 

This  would,  of  oonrse,  anthorizeaoorre^rand- 
ing  reduction  in  the  presmt  rates  of  poatace ;  a 
reaceUon  which  onght,  on  every  prindple  of 
equity,  to  take  place. 

In  making  tiie  reduction,  anew  graduation 
of  rates  of  postage  might,  I  think,  with  pro- 
priety be  made.  I  do  not  pretend  that  the 
amount  charged  can  be  made  in  all  cases  to  cor- 
respond matliematioally  with  the  distance  to 
which  the  letter  la  carried ;  bnt  it  aeema  too 
wide  a  departure  from  thia  mle^  1^  while  a 
letter  fh>m  Boston  to  New  Orleana  mya  but  a 
onarter  of  a  dollar,  a  letter  fyom  Boston  to 
Washington  should  pay  as  much.  The  exaction 
of  double  postage  for  patting  your  letter  into 
an  extra  half  sheet,  or  for  entuoaing  a  five  dollar 
bill  in  it,  is  also,  I  think,  unnecessuily  onerous. 

The  postage  on  pamphlets  and  newspapers 
might  likewise  be  advantageously  reduced.  It 
is  at  present  a  heavy  tax  on  literature  and  in- 
telligence, not  needed  by  the  treasury.  By 
combining  wiUi  this  reduction  the  method 
adopted  in  England  to  prevent  the  letter  mail 
from  being  overloaded,  with  other  articles,  or 
■ome  other  method  for  the  same  ottjeot,  I  think 
the  eonvenlence  and  interests  of  the  people 
would  be  greatly  promoted,  and  as  acceptable 
a  aervice  rendered  Ihem  as  any  in  our  power 
to  render,  in  the  way  of  reducing  and  equaliz- 
ing taxation. 

Mr.  CoNVOB,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  did 
not  object  to  the  views  of  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Evbbett)  ;  be  would,  on 
the  contrary,  go  as  far  aa  any  lK>dy  in  support- 
ing every  practicable  reduction  of  the  postage 
on  letters  newspapers,  pamphlets,  &c  If  He 
understood  the  proportion  of  the  honorable 
member,  it  had  reference  not  only  to  a  reduction 
of  the  postage,  but  also  to  the  expediency  of 
throwing  the  Post  Of&ce  Department  on  the 
public  treasury.  He  tiiought  such  a  proposition 
would  not  be  sustained  by  the  Honse  then  or  at 
any  other  time.  'It  never  was  intraded  that  the 
Fwt  Office  should  be  a  source  of  revenue ;  but 
it  vas  intended  that  it  should  bear  its  own  ex- 
penses. Contrary  to  expectation,  it  had  done 
this  and  more.  At  different  times  a  million  or 
two  had  accrued  at  the  treasury  from  the  Post 
Office  Department ;  which  sum  it  would  have 
a  just  right  to  call  on  the  treasury  for  at  any 
time  when  it  might  be  needed.  But,  as  an  in- 
dividual, he  was  not  willing  to  burden  the  pub- 
lio  treasury  with  a  r^ounbility  for  the  Post 
Office  Department.  The  gentleman  was  well 
aware  how  the  great  amount  of  surplua  has  been 
di^Kwed  of ;  It  had  been  expended  in  forming 
routes,  end  making  openings  through  various 
■ectionb  of  the  country,  to  facilitate  the  com- 
munieations  of  the  citizens  in  the  different  parts 
of  ^e  Union.  Last  year,  up  to  July,  there  was 
a  surplus  of  200,000  doUon  which  had  been  thus 
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applied.  In  the  present  year  there  was  said  to 
he  a  small  d^(»en(7^  of  simie  5 or  6,000 dollars; 
but  then  they  were  informed  thi^  it  would  ex- 
ceed by  as  {peat  an  amount  the  ne^  year. 


Satdbd^t,  Deoember  29. 

Seduction  o/ Pottage. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  ETKBrrr,  of 
Massachusetts,  came  up. 

Mr.  Wilde  said,  Ac  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mauachusetts  was,  in  effect,  to 
charge  the  Post  Office  on  the  cnstoma.  This 
would  be  virtually  to  dischaim  that  House 
from  the  furtiier  oonuderation  m  redncing  the 
duties  to  that  extent  Adding  two  millicms  to 
the  duties  on  imports,  in  the  present  state  of 
our  affairs,  was  like  throwing  water  on  a 
drowned  man.  In  Mr.  W.'s  i>art  of  tbe  countiT 
the  chief  distinction  recognized  among  poli- 
ticians here,  was  between  those  who  wished 
less  money  to  be  raised  by  duties,  and  Uiose 
who  tried  to  find  new  ways  of  spending  it 
Among  the  latter  class,  he  was  forbidden  to 
rank  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (M>. 
EvKBBTT.)  That  gentieman  placed  his  resoln- 
tion  Qu  the  footing  of  Its  proposing  a  reduction 
of  oppresuve  and  unequal  taxation.  He  Qlr. 
W.)  aooepted  the  omen.  On  a  proper  occasion 
he  should  be  proud  to  have  the  support  of  the 
gentieman  to  that  object  He  was  happy  to 
hear  the  general  principle  avowed,  tiiough  he 
feared  there  might  arise  some  unfortunate  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  them,  when  they 
came  to  its  application  in  detml. 

With  respect  to  postage,  Mr.  W.  denied  that 
it  could,  with  propriety,  be  called  a  tax.  It  was 
not  unequal.  If  it  was  mostiy  paid  by  the  in- 
habitants of  cities,  they,  too,  derived  the  great- 
est advantages  from  it  So  far  as  it  was  a 
charge  on  commercial  correspondence,  the  mer- 
chants were  indemnified  by  mcreased  facilities 
affiirded  to  enterprise  and  speculation.  The 
<utieB  received  from  abroad  the  earliest  iutdli- 
gence  of  events,  which  regulated  prices  in  our 
markets,  and  these  were  often  of  suffiiuent  con- 
sequence not  merely  to  defray  the  chai^ge  of 
toge,  but  to  warrant  the  expense  of  eiq>re8ses. 
far  as  political  and  literary  information 
was  coDoemed.  the  publishers  of  newspapers, 
magazines,  and  pamphlets,  in  the  cities,  derived 
the  profits  of  a  more  extensive  demand  for  tb^ 
works,  which  the  mail  enabled  tiiem  to  oircn- 
late  more  widely. 

There  seemed  to  him  no  more  propriety  in 
maintaining  that  each  part  of  the  country  should 
defray  the  expense  of  its  own  post  routes,  than 
in  saying  that  the  seaboard  ought  to  pay  for  its 
own  fortifications,  and  commerce  for  iha  navy 
that  protects  it 

As  to  the  oppressive  character  of  the  charge 
of  postage,  he  was  not  apprised  that  it  had  ever 
been  compltuned  of.  If  it  had  ever  been  gall- 
ing, the  sore  must  have  grown  callous.  Prov- 
idence, it  was  said,  fitted  the  yoke  to  the  neck ; 
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it  fitted  the  neck  to  the  yoke  also.  This  had 
been  worn  until  it  became  comparatively  easy. 
Other  burdeos  still  tonched  the  qnick,  and  must 
be  got  rid  of.  In  this  maaner  the  topic  of  post- 
age had  been  considered  and  disposed  of  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  as  he 
should  be  sorry  to  see  that  disposition  of  it  at 
present  disturbed,  he  felt  bound  to  say  thus 
much,  merely  to  prevent  the  opinion  of  the 
House  being  prematnrely  affected  by  the  great 
weight  to  whioh  every  thing  that  fell  from  the 
gentleman  ihnn  MflSMcfaoaetta  wu  Jiutly  en- 
titled. 

Mr.  HoiwiUK  said,  the  proposition  advanced 
in  the  gentleman's  argument  went,  If  he  under- 
stood it,  to  pension  the  Post  Office  Department 
upon  the  public  treasury.  Buch  a  scheme  con- 
tained, at  first  blush,  a  manifest  impropriety. 
During  the  last  fifteen  years  it  h^  been  the  set- 
tled policy  of  the  Government  to  make  this  de- 
partment support  itself.  It  was  a  settled  prin- 
ciple in  this  country  that  the  transmission  of  in- 
telligence ^ould  never  be  made  a  sobject  of  tax- 
ation. The  proposition  in  the  resolution  was, 
therefore,  impolitie ;  contnuy  to  the  fixed  policy 
and  prinoiples  of  this  coanti?.  But  it  was  quite 
unnjustasitwasimpolido.  The  principal  argu- 
ment urged  by  the  gentlemui  tn  its  behalf^  and 
the  chief  sut^ect  of  his  oomplaint  in  the  existing 
state  of  the  department,  was  the  vast  inequality 
of  the  operation  of  the  present  law  of  postage, 
the  practical  effect  of  which  was  said  to  be  that 
tiie  whole  expense  of  the  transmission  of  letters 
throughout  the  poiratry  was  borne  by  a  few 
persons.  Mr.  H.  did  not  think  that  such  was 
the  case  in  point  of  fact.  By  whom  was  the 
greater  part  of  the  post^  at  present  paid  f 
Hrst,  by  members  of  the  legal  profes^on,  who 
transmitted  the  necessary  papers  connected  with 
the  catuei  in  which  they  were  engaged ;  this 
expense  was  always  charged  by  tiie  lawyers  to 
their  clients,  and  by  them  paid.  Another  class 
was  the  printera  of  newspapers  and  periodicals, 
and  they  chai^d  the  postage  to  their  sub- 
scribers and  customers.  A  tliird  class  consisted 
of  merchants  and  men  of  hnslness,  and  it  was 
well  known  that  postage  formed  an  item  of 
charge  in  their  mutual  accounts.  The  burden, 
then,  fell  on  wide  classes  of  the  community, 
and  was  made  a  practice,  as  equal  in  its  purpose, 
as  in  the  nature  of  things  was  possible. 

But,  supposing  the  project  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  was  adopted,  by  whom 
would  the  amoont  then  be  paid  t  It  would  be 
taken  fimn  the  poeketB  of  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands who  had  little  or  no  eonoem  in  the  trana- 
miarion  of  letters,  papers;  or  books  at  all.  All 
these  would  be  made  tributary  to  the  expense 
of  an  establishment  with  wliicn  tliey  had  scarce 
any  thing  to  do,  and  from  which  they  derived 
scarce  any  sensible  benefit.  The  charge,  surety, 
ought  to  be  borne  by  those  who  were  directly 
benefited  by  the  establishment ;  and  if  any  part 
of  our  population  should  be  exempt,  it  onght 
to  be  tliose  who  hid  little  or  no  interest  in  the 
tnmsmiawwi  of  the  mails.    The  gratlonan's 
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scheme,  instead  of  reme^ng,  would  aggraTita 
and  increase  any  inequality  which  existed  at 
present  The  gentieman  compluned  of  groaa 
injustice  in  compelling  the  productive  mail 
routes  to  bear  the  whole  expense  of  those  which 
were  unproductive.  But  this  complaint  was 
as  unfounded  as  the  otiier.  If  the  unproductive 
routes  were  to  be  pensioned  upon  the  treasary, 
how  was  the  department  to  ascertain  wbidi 
routes  were  unproductive  and  which  were  nott 
The  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage  wonld 
speedily  tmmtB  to  render  many  routes  onpro- 
dnctive  which  now  si»iported  thansel-rea^  and 
sent  a  bslanw  to  the  d^nrtment.  The  goitle- 
mau  wonld  soon  find  that  he  had  got  ue  de- 
partment into  a  utoation  where  its  diffimltiai 
were  far  more  and  greater  than  ever.  Its  old 
difficolties  would  be  increased,  and  new  ones 
created. 


WxDinuDATt  January  2. 
Seduction  c/ Pottage. 
The  resolution  heretofore  oBeni  by  Hr.  £. 
EvBsnr,  craning  np, 

Mr.  Btkbbtt  observed,  that  ihou^  he  had 
not  antidpitted,  in  offeriiu;  this  resolution,  that 
it  would  oonsnme  so  muoE  of  the  lime  of  the 
House,  yet  he  believed  the  sut^eet  to  which  it 
referred  was  of  importance  enough  to  deserve 
all  the  time  which  it  had  occupied,  or  might 
yet  occupy.  He  did  not  himself  however.  In- 
tend to  protract  the  debate ;  but  as  his  objects 
had  not  been  correctly  stated,  nor  his  arguments 
answered  by  any  of  the  genUemen  who  bad 
followed  and  opposed  him,  he  wonld  trouble 
the  House  with  a  brief  additional  explana- 
tion. 

Of  the  several  gentiemen  who  had  spoken 
against  the  resolution^  not  one  has  attenmted 
to  reflite  the  broad  prmciple,  that  as  the  Post 
Office  establishment  was  partly  fin*  the  pnbUe 
service,  and  partly  for  private  aceommodationf 
it  was  not  Just  that  the  entire  expense  of  it 
should  be  charged  to  one  dass  of  private  indi- 
vidnals.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (whose 
ingenuity  had  not  found  a  reply  to  one  of  Mr, 
£."s  arguments)  had  said,  that  the  resolution 
went  to  chaise  the  Post  Office  on  the  customs. 
This  was  giving  the  resolution,  to  say  the  least, 
twice  the  latitude  intended.  Mr.  £.  had  inti- 
mated only  that  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the 
Post  Office  (that  put  which  was  not  for  the  ser* 
vice  of  the  payers  of  postage)  onght  to  be  charged 
to  the  pet^le  at  large ;  that  ia.  onght  to  be 
charged  to  those  tor  whose  good  the  expense 
was  incurred.  The  gentleman  mi^t  cul  this 
diargiog  the  Post  Office  on  the  customs ;  but, 
if  it  were  so  chained,  it  would  be  precisely  in 
the  condition  of  tbe  army,  navy,  executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial  departments  of  ib» 
Government;  and,  in  short,  every  public  in- 
stitution and  establishment.  These  are  all 
"chained  to  the  customs,"  precisely  because 
the  people  of  the  United  States  bad,  from  the 
firsti  given  a  preference  to  indizeot  taxation, 
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as  that  method  of  rusing  the  public  reyenue& 
-whose  burdens  were  most  eqoallj  difiWcI  and 
least  felt.  Why,  the  cost  of  that  portion  of  the 
Post  OfBce  establishment,  which  was  for  the 
direct  service  of  the  pnbHo,  or  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  individnau,  who  do  not  themselves 
pay  for  it,  shonld  not  be  defrayed  as  all  other 
pablio  establishments  are — why  it  should  be 
ohai^^ed  to  a  limited  class  of  private  tutizens, 
who  are  not  otherwise  benefitecl  than  the  r^t 
of  die  eomnmnity,  1  cannot  conceive;  nor  has 
any  gentleman,  by  any  plain  and  common  sense 
argament,  attempted  to  show, 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Ur.  Wildb) 
had  said  that  it  was  nnseasonable  to  press  a 
measure  of  this  kind  at  a  moment  like  this, 
and  that,  in  its  operaUon,  it  would  interfere  with 
a  great  matter  which  the  House  had  in  hand. 
On  the  contrary,  I  hold  it  is  precisely  the  right 
time  for  the  introduction  of  the  proposition, 
and,  instead  of  interfering  with  the  matter  to 
which  the  gentleman  alludes,  I  take  it  to  be 
fiurly  part  and  parcel  of  Uut  matter,  and 
expressly  referred  to  the  Onnmittee  of  Ways 
and  Keana,  of  whidt  the  gentleman  is  a 
member,  as  one  of  the  points  uluded  to  in  the 
message  at  the  opening  of  the  session.  The 
Presi&nt says :  "The  subject  of  the  revenue 
is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  oonsideration 
of  OoDgress,  in  hope  that  the  combined  wisdom 
of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  will  devise 
sm^  means  of  effecting  that  salutary  object,  as 
may  remove  those  hardens  which  shall  be 
found  to  fall  unequally  upon  any." 

Now,  At,  I  have  proved  that  the  burden  of 
the  Post  Office  establishment  falls  very  une- 
onally,  and  the  gentleman  refuses  to  relieve 
tnose  oppressed  by  it,  because  he  has  in  hand  a 
general  plan  for  Tdieving  those  who  snffer  under 
what  they  think  nneqnal  taxation.  I  mfuntain 
that  this  Poet  Office  tax,  the  heaviest  ^gle  tax 
which  the  people  pay,  amounting  to  two  and  a 
half  millions  annually,  is  demonstrably  unequtd 
in  its  apportionment.  All  the  other  taxes  in 
the  country  are  levied  on  consumption,  and 
that  is  as  near  an  approach  to  equality  as  can 
be  made.  The  postage  tax,  instead  of  inter- 
fering with  a  plan  for  removing  nnecjual  taxa- 
tion, is  in  reality  the  only  burden  with  which 
I  am  acquunted,  which  falls  uneqaally  on  any 
of  the  people.  Sixty  or  seventy  tons  of  fraak^ 
doouments  is,  literally  as  well  as  financially,  an 
enormous  harden  to  throw  on  a  single  class  of 
the  oommnnity ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  unpro- 
ductive routes,  the  cost  of  which  is  also  cast  on 
the  same  individuals. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Hr.  Hon- 
VAv)  had  said  that  if  the  Post  Office  were  not 
thrown  on  the  treasury,  the  time  would  come 
when  the  treasury  woald  make  drafts  on  the 
Post  Office ;  if  we  did  not  keep  the  Post  Office 
and  treasury  distinct,  whenever  the  latter  ran 
low  the  government  would  resort  to  postage  as 
a  source  of  revenue.  Sir,  that  will  be  done  at 
any  rate.  'Whenever  the  or^nary  sources  of 
xmUio  iooome,  derived  from  the  onstomi,  are 
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cut  off,  and  it  becomes  necessary  to  resort  to 
direct  taxation,  the  Post  Office  will  be  amoog 
the  first  objects  resorted  to.  In  the  last  war 
the  rates  of  postage  were  doubled.  Foreseeing 
such  an  increase  of  postage  hereafter,  as  the 
possible  result  of  my  proposition,  the  gentle- 
man said  my  plan  tended  to  tax  intelligence 
and  informatiok  for  the  use  ot  the  treaaary.  I 
say,  on  the  contrary,  I  widi  to  prevent  intdll- 
gence  and  information  being  taxed  to  eanry  on 
tiie  various  branches  of  the  pablio  eervioe ;  and 
it  is  a  very  insufficient  reason  for  refusing  to  take 
off  the  tax  now  that  you  may  have  to  put  it  aa. 
agun  hereafter.  Let  us  take  it  off  now  that  we 
can,  and  keep  it  off  as  long  as  we  can;  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  pat  it  on  again  when  we  must 
Mr.  EoFFMAir  observed,  in  reply,  that  he 
had  remarked,  on  a  former  day,  when  this  sub- 
ject had  been  under  discussion,  that,  if  the 
gentleman  had  submitted  his  resolution  without 
the  accompanying  observations,  it  would  prob- 
ably have  passed  in  sUence,  as  containing  some 
pn^r  aoggestioBS  to  the  Post  Office  Oommittee. 
Bnt  the  gentlemaa  had  thought  proper  to  fvror 
the  Honse  with  his  views  and  rea8<ms  for  intro- 
dadng  it,  from  which  it  had  appeared  that  the 
rwisomn^  on  which  the  resolution  was  founded, 
were  whoUy  feUacions,  and  the  purpose  of  its 
introduction  very  different  from  what  might  be 

Withered  from  the  tenor  of  the  resolution  itself, 
he  gentleman's  whole  argument,  as  it  has  now 
been  pat,  lay  iu  this  fact  that  the  transmission 
of  intelligence  among  Uie  people  of  the  Union 
was  chained  with  the  expense  of  the  transmis- 
sion also  of  the  public  documents,  especially 
those  printed  and  circulated  by  order  of  the  two 
Honses  of  Congress.  This  might  be  a  very 
good  argument  in  favor  <^  a  nduction  of  tlie 
franking  privily;  but  for  notiiingdae.  If  It 
was  tme  that  the  two  Honses  were  in  the  lubit 
of  franking  more  than  they  ought  to  do,  it  was 
easy  to  remedy  the  evil,  by  curtailing  the  power. 
Confine  the  franking  privilege  to  tlie  officers  of 
Gtovemmeot,  or  limit  it  in  point  of  time.  The 
argument  might  avail  against  the  people^s 
reading  so  much,  or  agunst  the  Houses  frank- 
ing so  much,  or  in  favor  of  their  franking  more 
selectly ;  but  it  was  no  argument  for  the  redac- 
tion uf  the  rates  of  postage.  Still  less  was  it 
any  reason  why  the  expense  of  the  Post  Office 
should  bo  charged  upon  the  treasury.  Did  not 
the  treasory  already  contribute  lai^y  to  the 
expense  of  that  department!  The  le^slation 
of  ^e  Honse,  while  occupied  in  examLamg  and 
passing  upon  proposed  mdl  routes,  was  paid 
for  out  of  the  treasury.  A  large  snare  of  the 
action  of  the  department  itself  was  sustained 
from  the  same  source.  All  the  salaries  of  the 
numerous  officers  of  the  establishment  came  out 
of  the  treasury,  and  he  had  no  doubt,  if  the 
matter  were  fiilly  investigated,  it  would  appear 
that  a  large  part  of  the  charges  attending  the 
transmission  of  the  forty  tons  of  docnmenta,  of 
which  the  gentleman  had  spoken,  came  from 
the  same  place. 
Bnt,  allowing  the  bnrden  to  be  as  unequal  as 
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the  gentleman  had  represented  it  to  be,  hisovn 
proporitioD  wonld  render  it  still  more  nneqnal. 
Those  who  paid  now  were  persons  who  derived 
at  least  some  advaatages  from  the  transmission 
of  t^e  mul ;  bnt  those  whom  the  gentleman 
wished  to  compel  to  paj,  were  persona  who 
were  almost  entirely  onoonnected  with  it ;  who 
nldoia  nat,  and  as  leldom  reoMved  totters  hj 
mail  at  aO. 


Thubsdat,  January  8. 
Beduction  of  Pmtage. 

The  Honse  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolnUon  submitted  on  a  preceding  daj  by 
!Ur.  Etebbtt,  of  Massachnsette,  instmcting  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roiuls  to 
bring  in  a  bill  reducing  the  rates  of  postage. 

Ur.  Gahbbzlbno  said  that  he  had  an  amend- 
ment to  propose,  which  might,  perh^is,  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  genUeman  who  odbred 
the  original  resolntion,  and  of  the  Hoaae  also ; 
it  wa£  umpty  to  provide  that  the  effi<^enoy  of 
the  Post  Office  should  not  be  impaired,  nor  ite 
ability  to  sustain  itself  diminished.  Mr.  C.  then 
<^ered  the  amendment. 

Hr.  EvEBKTT  regretted  that  there  should  be 
any  objection  to  a  resolution  of  inquiry  going  to 
the  Post  Office  Committee.  The  character  of 
that  committee  was,  he  should  have  thought,  a 
snfficient  guarantee  that  nothing  injorious  to 
the  pablio  interest  could  be  expeotm  at  their 
hands.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  r^lution 
should  be  referred  without  the  restrictions  im- 
posed 1^  the  amendment;  but,  rather  than  it 
■hoold  be  r^eoted,  be  wonld  rote  ftv  tiie  reso- 
Intion  witJi  the  addition  of  the  amendment, 

ISx.  Poxx  s^d  that,  as  he  could  not  perceive 
any  necesuty  for  acting  on  either  the  original 
proposition  or  the  modification  suggested  by  his 
friend  from  New  York  ^r.  Cavbbeleko),  he 
Bhonld  move  to  lay  tJbe  resolution  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table. 

On  this  motiim  Mr.  Evbbbtt  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  which  bdng  taken,  stood — ^Yeas 
89,  Nays  89. 

The  CiuiB  gave  the  casling  vote  in  the  affirm- 
ative ;  so  the  resolution  wos  lud  on  the  table. 
TrOnmalfor  Giaim$. 

ICr.  HooAK  moved  the  following<Tesolulion : 

Rttoivtd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  {uquire  and  report  on  tbe  expe- 
diencj  of  establishing  a  Judicial  tribunal,  wbich 
shall  take  cogoizuice  of  all  claims  and  demands  of 
faiAvldQals  on  tbe  Goremmeat  of  the  United  fitatea, 
and  decide  on  tbe  vafi^ty  thereof,  in  accordance 
with  the  prindples  of  eqtUty  and  lav,  and  estabUdied 
roicfl  of  evidence. 

Ur.  H.  accompanied  his  motion  by  some  re- 
marks on  the  great  number  of  private  bills  on 
the  calendar  of  the  House ;  the  coiuumptaon  of 
time  annually  occasioned  by  discusdug  them, 
and  tlie  smdl  degree  of  attention  usually  be- 
stowed by  a  vast  m^ority  of  the  House  on  their 
^scoasion.  He  stated,  as  his  opinion,  that  pri- 
fate  ioSiTidnal  dliUnia  §m  more  than  a  ndluon 


of  dollars,  might  be  substantiated  against  the 
United  States,  were  it  allowable  to  sue  the 
national  sovereign ;  but,  since  this  oonld  not  be 
allowed,  they  must  be  settled  by  Congress,  and 
the  expense  of  so  doing  wonld  not  amount  to 
less  than  three  millions  of  dollaroL  Tbe  reeoln- 
tioD  was  agreed  to. 

Bt3mUMiifikeTair\ijr-~Mr.  VerplanO?*  BOL 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Vebflakox,  the  Interven- 
ing orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Honse  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Watitb  in 
the  chair,  and,  by  a  vote  of  94  to  78,  took  up 
the  bill  **to  reduce  and  otherwise  alter  t^ie 
duties  on  importa," 

[The  Mn  omitted.  Its  character  and  effect  will 
be  well  understood  firaro  the  debates,  and  espedally 
from  the  opening  speech  of  the  Churmau  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Julian  Ver- 
planck,  of  New  Tork,  reporter  of  the  bill,  and  its 
pariiamentary  expouoder  to  the  House,)  showing 
that  it  wonld  make  a  reduction  of  tlS,0O0;00O  on 
the  tariff  of  1828,  and  still  yield  tl9,S<K>,000,  which, 
irith  $3,000^000  from  other  sources,  would  make 
$22,000,000— which  would  be  $7,000^000  more  than 
the  Govenment  woold  require,  the  pnblle  debt 
bemg  paid.  He  esthnated  $18,000,000  u  the 
necessary  current  expenses  of  the  Government ; 
and  $16,000,000  as  the  maximum  amount  that 
ought  to  be  raised  to  meet  extraordinariea  and 
coDtingendes ;  so  that  a  further  reduction  of 
$7,000,000  might  be  made  after  the  little  remain- 
Ing  fragment  of  the  pablio  debt  should  be  extia- 
quisbed.] 

On  motim  <rf  Itr.  Vnruurc^the bill  waa 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Hr.  YKHPLAifOK  said  that  he  rose  to  invite 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  details  of  the  bill  now  before  them, 
and  for  that  purpose  only.  It  was  true,  that 
this  waa  a  bill  which  might  serve  as  an  occasion 
for  expatiating  npon  topics  that  always  awaken- 
ed much  interest.  Tbe  great  question  of  con- 
stitutional right  might  be  argoed.  Tbe  ques- 
tion of  the  incidence  or  bearing  of  taxation,  to- 
gether with  other  not  less  important  theories 
of  political  economy,  might  be  now  discussed 
But,  for  tqyself,  I  fed  that  after  the  years  during 
which  Cmifp!«S8f  and  public  men  elsewher^ 
as  well  as  the  press,  have  discussed  these 
points,  and  especially  after  tiie  ample  dia- 
ooarion  which  has  taken  place  during  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  it  would  be  presumption  for 
me  to  think  that  I  could  now  contribute  any 
new  general  views  that  wonld  enlighten  the 
House  or  the  nation.  In  making  these  remarks, 
I  speak  not  only  my  own  unfeigned  opinion,  but 
as  I  am  fully  authorized,  that  of  those  of  my  col- 
leagues on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
who  have  joined  with  me  in  reporting  this  bill. 

Aa  members  d  this  Honse,  we  have  some  ot 
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us,  on  this  fioor,  and  all  of  us  in  some  way  or 
other,  made  known  our  views  to  our  constita- 
ents.  The  people  have  the  whole  of  the  gener- 
al argument  before  them.  It  is  now  to  a  more 
practical  and  urgent  duty  that  I  would  invite 
the  attention  of  this  body.  It  ia  one  growing 
out  of  the  fioandal  state  of  oar  Oovernment, 
and  its  leg^edadon. 

The  last  war  left  the  nation  laboring  under  a 
weight  of  pnbUo  debt  The  payment  of  that 
war  debt  was  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the 
arrangement  of  our  revenue  system  at  the 
peace,  and  it  was  never  lost  eight  of  in  any 
subsequent  arrangement  of  our  tariff  system. 
Since  1815  we  have  anuually  derived  a  revenue 
from  several  sources,  but  by  far  the  laigest  part 
from  duties  on  imports,  of  sometimes  twenty, 
sometimes  twenty-five,  and  recently  thirty-two 
and  thirty-three  mitlioDs  of  dollars  a  year. 

Of  Ihis  snm  10,000,000  dollars  always,  but, 
of  lat^  a  mnch  laiiger  proportiMi,  has  been  de- 
Toted  to  the  paymeut  of  the  interest  and  prin- 
cipal of  the  pnblio  debt  At  last  that  debt  has 
been  extingnished.  The  manner  in  which  those 
burdens  were  distributed  under  former  laws, 
hare  been,  heretofore,  a  sabject  of  complaint 
and  remonstrance.  I  do  not  propose  to  inquire 
into  the  wisdom  or  Justice  of  those  laws.  The 
debt  has  been  extinguished  by  them ;  let  os  be 
grateAil  for  the  past  We  are  now  to  enter 
upon  another,  an  honorable  and  gratifying  duty, 
the  reduction  of  the  taxes  of  the  people — ^the 
alleviation  of  the  public  burdens. 

Here  Mr.  V.  gave  a  brief  view  of  the  financial 
histoid  of  onr  Government  since  the  peace  of 
1616,  in  which  he  stated  that,  dnring  the  last 
iix  yeara,  an  annual  average  income  of  27,000,- 
000  of  dollars  had  been  received ;  the  far  great- 
er part  from  the  customs.  That  this  sum  had 
been  appropriated,  the  one^balf  towards  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  Government,  and  the 
other  half  in  the  payment  of  the  pablic  debt. 
In  reviewing  the  regular  calls  upon  the  treasury, 
during  the  last  seven  years,  |pr  the  civil,  naval, 
and  military  departments  of  the  Government, 
including  all  ordinary  contingencies,  about 
18,000,000  of  dollars  a  year  had  been  expended. 
This  amount  of  18,000,000  «f  dollars  would 
seem,  even  now,  snffieient  to  cover  the  standing 
necessary  expenses  of  the  Government  A 
long-deli^ed  debt  of  pnbliojnstlce,  for  he  would 
iu>t  call  it  bonnt7,  to  the  soldiers  of  the  revolu- 
tion, had  added  for  the  present,  since  it  could 
be  but  for  a  few  years  only,  an  additional  annual 
million.  Fourteen  millions  of  dollars  then 
covered  the  necessary  expenditures  of  oar  Gov- 
ernment But,  however  rigid  and  economical 
Yr6  ooght  to  be  in  actual  expenditures,  in  pro- 
viding the  soorces  of  the  revenae,  which  might 
be  c^led  upon  for  unforeseen  oontingencies,  it 
was  wise  to  arrange  it  on  a  liberal  scale.  This 
would  be  done  by  allowing  an  additional  mil- 
Uon,  which  would  cover,  not  only  extra  expenses 
In  time  of  peaoe^  bat  meet  tiiosa  of  Indian 
war&re,  if  such  ahonld  arue,  as  well  as  tiioseof 
Increased  naval  expenditure,  from  temporary 
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collisions  with  foreign  powers,  short  of  perma- 
nent warfare.  We  are  not,  therefore,  justifiable, 
in  raising  more  than  15,000,000  dollars  as  a 
permanent  revenue.  In  other  words,  at  least 
18,000,000  dollars  of  the  revenue  that  would 
have  been  collected  under  the  tariff  system  oi 
1828,  may  noir  be  disused  with;  and,  in 
years  of  great  importation,  a  much  larger  sum. 
The  act  (s  last  summer  removed  a  large  portion 
of  this  excess ;  yet  taldng  the  importation  of 
the  last  year,  a^  a  standard,  the  re  venaes  derived 
from  that  source,  if  calculated  according  to  the 
act  of  1882,  would  produce  19,600,000,  and 
with  the  other  sources  of  revenue,  an  inccnneof 
22,000,000  dollars.  This  is,  a  least,  seven  mil- 
lions above  the  wants  of  the  treasury. 

It  was  this  excess  of  public  burdens  which 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  felt 
it  to  be  thnr  doty  now  to  call  apon  CongrcM 
to  rednoe.  The  task  of  regulating  the  rate  and 
manner  of  that  redncticm  waa  neither  easy  nor 
enviable.  We  all  most  Imow  that  large  sections 
of  the  country  throa^bont,  as  well  as  various 
classes  of  the  community  in  every  section  the 
country,  have  oompltdned,  or  remonstrated 
against  the  anequal  operation  of  the  publio 
burdens.  It  is  eertmn,  too,  that,  under  any 
plan  of  finance  whatsoever,  of  long  duration, 
various  interests  must  grow  up,  which  cannot 
but  be  subject  to  great  iojury,  frvm  a  change 
even  for  a  better,  and  less  onerous  system. 

The  committee  have  felt  all  these  difficulties. 
They  have  approached  the  subject  not  with 
rashness  or  presnmption,  but  with  humility. 
They  have  endeavored  to  profit  by  the  lights  ot 
long  ezp«ienee,  and  of  former  Iccidatioo. 
Whoever  may  be  the  defects  <^  their  Sill,  they 
confidently  claim  for  themselves  the  m^t  of 
honest  and  sincere  intention.  They  trust  that 
no  local  or  personal  interests,  and  certainly  no 
views  or  feelings  of  party  politics,  have  been 
suffered  to  inflnence  them.  They  have  desired 
and  endeavored  to  conduct  the  deliberations  of 
their  committee-room  in  the  spirit  of  justice, 
conciliation,  and  of  peace ;  and  it  is  m  this 
spirit  that  they  now  invite  this  body  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  bill  before  them. 


Wbdbxsdat,  January  9. 
^-Reduetim  of  the  Tariff. 

The  House  having  again  gone  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  and  rosnmed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  reduce  and  otherwise  ^ter  the 
duties  ou  imports : 

Mr.  HuiTTiNQTOK,  of  Counecticut,  said :  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  presented 
this  bill,  as  containing  provisions  to  insure  the 
revenue  from  the  customs,  which,  with  that 
from  other  sources,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
wants  of  an  economical,  but  efficient  Govern- 
ment. Tlie  principle  which  funned  the  basis 
ai  the  Inll  was  that  the  Government  would 
require  but  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  for  its 
annnal  expendttare :  of  which  twelve  mlDions 
and  a  half  wen  to  be  raised  Snm  the  oaatomB, 
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and  two  millions  and  a  half  from  the  public 
lands.  It  bad  been  stated  by  the  committee, 
in  tiieir  report,  ^at  they  oonrndered  it  their 
doty  to  present  to  the  Honse  a  bill  which 
should  be  jpradnal  in  ite  operation  on  the  exist- 
ing establishments  of  the  country.  In  this 
reqwct  the  committee  had  expressed  the  same 
aenlimentB  whioh  were  contained  in  tiie  X^- 
eentive  message  and  in  the  report  from  the 
Treasury  Dqutrtmrat.  The  report  uses  the 
following  langnage:  *'It  has  been  the  wish  of 
the  committee  to  guard  against  a  sudden  fluc- 
tuation of  the  price  of  goods,  whether  in  the 
bands  of  the  merchant,  the  retailer,  or  the  man- 
nfactnrer.  With  this  view,  they  have  made 
the  reduction  upon  the  more  important  pro- 
tected articles,  g^^nal  and  progressive." 

The  President,  in  alluding  to  the  sabject, 
says :  "  If,  upon  the  investigation  it  sball  be 
foand,  as  it  is  believed  it  will  be,  that  the  legis- 
lative protection  granted  to  any  particular 
interest,  is  greater  than  is  indispeDsably  requi- 
rite,"  (for  the  objects  previoiidy  specified  y  Ire- 
commend  that  it  be  gradnally  mminisfaed,  and 
that,  as  fkr  as  maybe  constant  with  these 
ol|)ects,  the  whole  scheme  of  dntiea  be  reduced 
to  the  revenue  standard,  as  soon  as  a  just 
regard  to  the  fiutb  of  the  Government,  and  to 
the  preservation  of  the  lai^e  capital  invested  in 
establishments  of  domestic  indusiry,  will  per- 
mit." "  Large  interests  have  prown  op,  under 
the  implied  pledge  of.  our  national  legislation, 
which  It  would  seem  a  violation  of  public  futh 
anddenly  to  abandon."  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  recommending  a  redaction  of  the 
revenne,  saya :  '*  The  neoeesify  of  adopting  the 
proposed  changes  to  tiie  safetr  of  existing 
establishmentst  rused  op  nnder  the  auspices  of 
past  legislaUon,  and  deeply  involving  the  in- 
terests of  large  portions  of  the  Union,  is  not  less 
imperious  in  the  further  dumgea  whioh  may 
be  deemed  expedient," 

Such  had  been  the  sentiments  always  avowed 
by  those  who  believed  that  the  protective  sys- 
tem ought  to  be  abandoned.  But  how  does  the 
bill  correspond  with  these  opinions  and  views 
thus  expressed?  Was  that  a  gradoal  reduction 
of  the  protected  duties,  whi^  annihilated  the 
whole  in  two  years!  Was  tUs  the  *' gradual 
dimination "  of  which  the  Present  uid  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasniy  bad  spoken  ?  Did 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  really  sup- 
pose that  within  two  years  the  industry  of  this 
country  coald  adiy>t  itself  to  the  provisions  of 
inch  a  bill  as  that  now  reported  t  Did  not  every 
man,  at  all  conversant  with  th  practical  operation 
of  the  existing  system,  know  that  to  call  this  a 
gradua.  redaction,  was  a  perversion  of  thetermsf 

Was  two  years  a  penod  in  which  the  indus- 
try of  the  counbT'  could  change  its  entire  direc- 
tion, and  resort  to  new  channels  1  or  in  which 
the  people  could  resort  to  new  and  untried 
Mnploymenis  for  their  livelihood  t  No^  for 
alinost  all  beneficial  poipoaes  ocameoted  with 
the  protection  of  interests,  which  had  grown 
9p  ander  tbe  &ith  of  the  legulatiMi  of  Ccn^ren^ 


[U.  or  B. 

a  delay  of  two  years  would  be  no  better  than 
the  immediate  operation  of  the  bill  on  the  whole 
amount  of  duties  proposed  to  be  reduced, 
sweeping  them  away  at  a  blow.  He  would  tell 
the  committee  all  the  good  tliat  such  a  del^ 
would  occasion :  it  allowed  those  who  had  on 
hand  extensive  rtocks,  time  to  put  that  stock 
into  a  manufiutnred  mrm  far  sale.  But  as  to 
those  who  were  the  real  working  men  of  the 
country,  the  bill  operated  to  throw  them  com- 
pletely out  of  employment,  without  time  to 
prepare  themselves  for  such  a  radical  chas^. 
He  repeated  the  position  (and  he  did  so  with 
all  respect  for  the  committee  who  had  intro- 
duced the  bill)  that,  to  profess  the  principle  of 
gradual  reduction,  and,  at  the  same  time  to  cut 
down  the  whole  protective  f^stera  within  two 
years,  was  nothing  but  mockery.  Such  &  bill 
was  substantially  no  better  than  an  instantane- 
ous abolition  of  the  whole  amount  of  protective 
dnties;  and  this  was  one  feature  of  the  bill 
whi(^  rendered  it  so  peculiarly  obnoxious  to 
tbose  wliose  interesta  ha  more  immediatdy 
represented  on  that  floor. 

But,  whether  gradnfd  in  its  operation  or  not, 
whether  immediate  or  more  remote,  whether 
carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  those 
opposed  to  the  whole  system  or  not,  It  was 
reported  as  a  bill  calculated  to  bnng  down  the 
revenue  of  the  country  so  as  "  to  meet  the  ex- 
igencies oi  an  economical  bat  efficient  adminis- 
tration." 


TauBSDAT,  January  10. 
The  7Mff—Mr.  Verplanek't  SUl. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  <^  the 
Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  npon  the  bill 
to  reduce  and  otherwise  elt«r  the  duties  on 
imports — Ur.  Watnb  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Ikobbsoll,  of  Connecticut,  rose  and  atdd 
that  the  peculiar  situation  in  which,  as  one  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  it  had  been 
his  fortune,  perhaps  misfortune,  to  be  placed, 
seemed  to  require  that  he  should,  in  this  early 
stage  of  the  debate,  give  the  reasons  why  he 
had  not  been  able  to  assent  to  the  present  bill, 
and  the  report  which  accompanies  it.  This  is 
due  to  myself  (said  ICr.  I.)  no  less  than  to  my 
highly  respected  associatea  of  the  committee^ 
from  whom  I  have  be«i  obliged  to  diffbr.  As 
was  BtiA  on  a  former  occasion,  and  in  reftffenee 
to  another  report,  by  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Vn- 
PLAHox)  who,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  re- 
ported this  bill,  my  positicm  in  regard  to  it^  is 
"  nngular  and  sditary.**  Tes,  I  say  it  more 
in  sorrow  than  in  anger,  it  is  solitary  indeed. 

What  would  be  the  precise  effect  of  this 
measure,  if  adopted,  on  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  no  one  conld  with  safety  predict. 
But,  as  I  wish  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  all 
debatable  grounds,  I  shall  take  it  for  granted, 
for  the  purpose  of  this  inquiry  Bt  least,  that  the 
coomiittee  are  right  in  saying  tliat  the  reoeipta 
from  the  onstoma,  under  thdir  bill,  would  oa 
reduced  to  aometlung  over  thirteen  millions  of 
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dollars.  We  are  asked  to  make  arraogements 
now  for  large  redactions,  because,  in  tbe  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  our  present  receipts, 
unless  we  promptly  interpose,  will  roll  uaJind 
retain  a  dangerons  snrplas  in  tlie  treasnrff^"  a 
needless  bniden  npon  the  people,  a  tax  fUllng 
directiiy  or  indirectly  npon  the  land  and  labor 
<rf  the  oonntry,  cert^nly  injurious  in  its  effects, 
and  probably  unequal,  enriching  the  treasury 
only  to  divide  and  distract  our  public  councils, 
by  tempting  to  expenditures  of  doubtful 
oonstitntionia  right  or  inconsistent  with  the 
rimpUdty  of  republican'  institnttons,  sbdning 
their  pnrity,  and  hazarding  their  permanency.'' 
Ur.  Chairman,  there  is  one  individual  on 
this  floor  who  la  in  favor  of  accumulating  such 
a  surplus  in  the  treasury,  for  the  pleasure  of 
scrambling  for  the  spoils,  I  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  it  is  not  the  hnmble 
individual  who  now  addresses  yon.  No,  sir ;  the 
wntiments  held  by  me  on  that  snl^eot,  were 
embo^ed  in  a  report  presented  at  the  last 
HMion,  and  which  was  also  ugned  by  my  ft-iead 
from  Pennnlvama,  (Mr.  Oilhobb.)  and,  by  the 
prindplee  there  ezivessed,  I  shall  ateadfiutly 
alnde,  let  those  prinnplea  lead  me  where  they 
may. 

There  are  some  points,  then,  in  which  I  am 
happy  to  agree  with  the  other  members  of 
the  committee.  I  agree  with  them  that  we 
should  not  accumulate  a  useless  snrplus  in  the 
public  treasury ;  and  that,  at  a  proper  time, 
and  in  a  proper  manner,  ijie  revenues  shonid 
be  adapted  to  the  strict  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  found  to  exceed  those  wants.  More 
than  thia,  It  may  be  admitted  that,  ^ter  the 
payment  of  onr  debts,  fifteen  mlUiontL,  the  sum 
estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  sanettoned  by  my  associates  of  the  com- 
mittee, should  be,  in  ordinary  times,  sufficient 
to  meet  the  current  expenses. 

Having  gone  thus  far  with  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  we  have  now  reached 
the  point  at  which  I  am  sorry  to  part  with 
them.  In  saying,  as  I  do,  that  this  is  not  the 
proper  time  to  change  the  established  revenue 
system  of  the  country,  I  have  no  allusion  to 
what  is  taking  place  elsewhere.  I  come  to 
this  part  of  the  subject,  in  the  way  in  which  it 
was  put  to  me,  as  a  strictly  financial,  not  a  po- 
litical question.  This  is  not  the  proper  time, 
beoanse  you  will,  in  my  opinion,  have  need  for 
every  d(ular  yon  will  receive  under  the  present 
system  of  duties  for  the  two  years  to  come,  at 
least.   In  the  report  put  forth,  it  is  taken  for 

Cted  that  now  is  the  time,  and  now  the 
,  most  fit  and  proper  to  rednoe  the  treas- 
ury receipts;  and  this  the  committee  are  at- 
tempting to  accomplish  by  their  bill,  lest  the 
dreaded  surplus  should  overtake  us,  if  we  delay 
it  a  little  longer.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that 
we  have  heard  about  *'  a  surplus  in  the  treasury," 
and  the  embarrassments  it  might  produce  in  our 
devising  ways  and  means  to  get  rid  of  it.  Why, 
I  have  heard  about  it,  and  read  about  it, 
erer  unoe  I  was  old  «ioq||^  to  read  the  news- 
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papers,  but  have  never  been  able  to  find  it,  ex- 
cept in  the  imagination,  for  tbe  last  quarter  of 
a  century.  I  remember  reading  about  it  as 
far  back  as  the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson ; 
the  evil  had  been  anticipated  at  that  day,  and 
Congress  had  been  called  npon  to  devise  some 
plan  for  dispodng  of  it.  The  profound  states- 
man  (Mr.  JeflTeraon)  then  at  tiie  heed  <tS  the 
Government,  advised  Congress,  that  when  a 
surplus  should  really  be  found  in  the  treasury, 
it  should  be  expended  in  works  of  Internal  im- 
provement, either  under  tbe  present  constitu- 
tional powers,  or  under  such  new  grants  as 
might  be  imparted  to  the  federal  compact. 
But  we  have  grown  wiser  than  Mr.  Jefferaon, 
or  think  we  have.  No  one  is  now  so  unfashion- 
able as  to  propose  that  the  surplus  revenues 
shonid  be  so  nsed ;  in  our  estimate  of  fifteen 
millions  we  do  not  mean  to  have  any  of  it  dis- 
tributed in  that  way.  And  lest  we  shonid 
hempen  to  have  an  excen,  we  are  perplexed  as 
to  the  mode  of  avoiding  it.  It  was  the  burden 
of  complaint  at  the  last  session;  it  met  us 
during  the  recess,  in  staring  capitals,  in  the 
publications  of  the  day;  and  since  we  have 
been  here  this  winter,  it  has  been  rung  and 
echoed  in  onr  ears,  in  all  the  sameness  of  the 
cuckoo's  note — "surplus — surplus — surplus  1" 
Gentlemen  will  insist  upon  it  that  the  body 
politic  is  in  danger  of  immediate  death  from 
plethory,  and  the  political  doctors  who  gather 
around  in  consultation, '  instead  of  tapping  a 
vein,  are  for  cutting  the  arteries.  Let  me  ad- 
vise them  to  stay  their  haud  before  they  nse  tbe 
knife  thus  freely, 

Mr.  Cbawfobd  said :  What  does  the  bill  of 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Wi^  and  Means  (Mr.  Yupuirox)  pn^osef 
To  reduce  the  duties  on  the  importation  <ufbr< 
eign  merchandise  generally,  to  the  scale  of  1816^ 
and,  in  some  instances,  below  it.  I  desire  the 
members  of  this  committee  to  pause,  and  reflect. 
The  most  extensive  operation  of  this  Qovenx- 
ment  is  npon  property,  and  the  wider  the 
range  of  our  laws,  the  more  stndions,  the  more 
cautious  should  we  be  to  do  no  act  which  may 
be  detrimental  to  the  great  interests  committed 
to  our  charge.  We  are  placed  here  as  trustees, 
to  the  extent  of  the  powers  confided,  whose 
solemn  duty  it  is  to  advance,  by  alt  the  means 
we  have,  Uie  prosperity  of  this  nation ;  so  to 
shape  the  action  <n  the  .CoTemment  that  the 
citizen  iflsy  receive  no  iqjury,  and  that,  while - 
we  do  justice  to  all,  we  sacrifice  none.  Will 
we  be  fulfilling  this  high  trust  by  rendering 
valueless  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hun- 
dred millions  of  property !  for  at  no  leas  sum 
are  the  mannfactnrmg  establishments  of  this 
country  computed.  Sir,  I  know  of  no  measure 
more  likely  to  be  extensively  ruinous — in;ppa- 
rably  ruinous — to  our  great  and  leading  inter- 
ests, running  through  all  the  ramifications  of 
society.  If  you  break  down  a  large  establish- 
ment of  iron,  or  wool,  or  cotton,  yon  prostrate 
not  its  owner  alone,  but  yon  reach  every  me- 
chanic, evei7  fiurmer,  every  laborer,  in  hii 
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ndgbborliood.  If  !t  was  vise  and  Btatesmanlike 
in  1810  to  regulate^  your  duties,  with  a  view  to 
jom  ezistiDg  manufactories,  amoanting  then 
probably  to  not  more  than  thirty  millions  of 
dollara,  f  thoagh  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
aconrately,)  can  it  be  judicious  in  1882  to  throw 
out  of  coDuderation  interests  ten  Umes  aa  great  f 
I  speak  not  now  of  the  amouot  of  revenue; 
that  shall  be  thought  of  presently. 

To  see  the  fiill  operation  of  the  proposed  re- 
duetion,  it  is  all-important  tJiat  we  should  bear 
in  nrind  what  the  duties  have  been  on  the 
various  artacles  to  be  aflteted  by  it,  I  bA  the 
members  of  this  committee  to  recur  to  the  leg- 
idatton  on  this  aulfjeet,  and  ccntrast  the  various 
enactments  with  the  bill  submitted.  By  the  law 
of  1816,  you  imposed  a  du^  on  woollen  manu- 
factures generally  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  until 
the  80th  June,  1819,  and  afterwards  of  twenty 
per  cent. ;  by  that  of  1824,  a  duty  of  thirty  per 
cent,  until  1826,  and  subsequently  thirty-three 
and  one-third  per  cent. ;  by  the  provisions  of 
1828,  forty-five  per  cent,  on  doths  under  four 
dollars  in  price,  and  fifty  per  cent,  on  all  ex- 
ceeding that  value;  and  the  law  of  1882  im- 
posed fifty  per  cent  ad  valorem,  and  abolished, 
on  this  article,  the  system  of  minimums.  It 
will  be  seen,  at  once,  that  the  measure  now 
under  debate,  veaobes  by  a  single  bound,  the 
regnladoa  adopted  seventeen  years  ago ;  for  I 
r^ard  as  of  no  consequence  the  retention  of 
forty  per  cent  until  March,  1884,  and  of  tiiirty 
per  cent  until  1885.  You  had  aa  well  seal 
their  fate  at  once.  It  is  like  the  gradual  ex- 
tinction of  human  life,  and,  on  a  level  of  kind- 
ness, with  the  lopping  off  a  man's  legs  and 
arms  before  you  strike  a  vital  part  How  are 
hundreds  of  millions  to  be  arranged  in  two 
years  to  prevent  the  crash  which  the  provision 
seems  to  admit  must  follow  if  the  change  were 
immediate?  On  cottons,  the  change  is  still 
more  to  be  regretted ;  for  it  will  be  soon  per- 
ceived tbat  it  sweeps  from  under  thdr  fbet  the 
ground  iip<Hi  which  th<Me  concerned  stood  in 
1816,  and  leaves  them  in  an  infinitely  worse 
ntomm.  By  the  law  of  that  year,  foreign 
cottons  twenty-five  per  cent  for  three 
years,  with  a  provision  that  if  they  cost  less 
than  twenty-five  cents  per  yard,  they  were  to 
be  rated  aa  worth  that  sum,  and  afterwards  a 
duty  of  twenty  per  cent  By  the  regulation  of 
1824,  they  were  charged  with  a  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  ceot.  with  an  increased  minimum, 
from  which  the  enactment  of  the  last  session 
did  not  materially  vary,  and  the  law  of  1828 
did  not  touch  cottons.  I  request  gentlemen  to 
look  for  a  moment  seriously  at  the  change  they 
are  about  to  ^bet,  and  inquire  if  they  have 
examined  narrowly  into  the  cert^nly  destmc- 
Ure  eensequences  which  must  follow  if  this 
project  be  consummated.  You  have,  heretofore, 
deemed  a  certiun  d^ree  of  protection  neces- 
sary, not  to  the  profitable  and  thrifty  condition 
of  your  cotton  manu&cturea.  but  to  their  exist- 
ence ;  and  of  that  duty  so  deemed  by  the  very 
body  I  am  addiesdn^  and  ao  deemed  not  ta 
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months  ago,  it  Is  now  sought  to  take  away 
three-fourths.  Can  any  pursuit  or  occupation 
bear  such  an  application  of  the  retrenching 
knifA  I  believe  there  is  no  mistake  in  my  pro- 
position. The  present  duty  on  cottons,  under 
and  not  exceeding  thirty  cents  the  square  yard, 
is  seven  cents  ana  one-half;  on  those  over  that 
value,  eight  and  three  fourth-cents.  What  is 
the  rate  provided  by  the  bill  ?  The  duty  of 
1816,  which  was  five  cents  per  yard?  No,  sir. 
But  to  bring  down  the  duty  to  twenty  per  cent 
ad  valorem,  abolishing  the  minimum  that  was 
adopted  in  that  year,  which  will  leave  yon 
about  one-fonrfb  tiie  present  duty.  On  articles 
costing  ten  cents  the  square  yard,  two  cents  is 
charged ;  on  those  of  the  vatne  of  eight  cents, 
one  cent  and  six  mills ;  and  on  those  priced  at 
six  cents,  one  cent  and  two  mills.  The  finest 
will  not  cost  in  England,  above  sixteen  cents ; 
and  as  the  coarsest  are  moat  used,  the  proba- 
ble average  value  will  be  about  ten  cents,  and 
the  whole  range  of  duty  about  two  cents  the 
square  yard.  Those  manufactures  which  you 
have  invited  into  existence,  and  reared  in  a  hot- 
bed if  you  please,  you  now  seem  disposed  to 
abandon  to  tiieir  fate.  Is  this,  can  it  be,  right  ? 
At  the  last  session,  as  an  induoement  to  the 
passage  of  the  pending  bill,  it  was  sud  it  would 
give  permanency  to  the  system ;  and,  to  my 
own  knowledge,  some  gentlemen  then,  and  not 
until  then,  regarded  the  polic?  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  settled,  and  embarked  their  means  in 
this  species  of  property. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  (Mr.  Vbbplanok)  informed 
this  committee  that  this  bill  was  framed,  with 
the  view  to  the  production  of  eleven  millions 
of  dollars  iVom  customs,  and  that  the  founda- 
tion of  his  calculation  was  the  importation  of 
last  year.  I  do  not  think  any  just  calculations 
can  l>e  made  upon  the  imports  of  any  one  year, 
more  than  that  an  increase  oi  duty,  juc^ng 
ftma  experienc«k  is  followed  by  an  increase  <x 
revenue ;  though  I  believe  that  an  increase  of 
imports  will  be  the  consequence  of  a  diminution 
of  duty,  and  that  the  revenue  will  be  enlai^ed, 
instead  of  lessened.  The  Europeans  who  find 
a  market  in  this  country,  are  so  situated  that 
they  must  export,  to  a  certain  extent,  under 
almost  any  circumstances — less,  however,  when 
the  duties  are  high — and  the  increased  quantity, 
at  the  lowest  rate,  will  often  pour  mor^  money 
into  the  treasury  than  when  the  duties  are 
higher.  And  I  believe  it  is  morally  certain 
that  it  will  always  do  it,  so  long  as  you  vibrate 
between  two  m^ium  points ;  say,  in  reference 
to  the  present  inqmry,  between  twenty  and 
forty  per  cent  It  is  true,  yon  may  reach  a 
point  so  low,  that  mor^  than  a  certain  amount 
of  revenue  cannot  be  rused,  or  so  high  as  to 
amount  to  a  prohibition ;  and  either  way  you 
will  not  be  burdened  by  money.  I  dread  the 
disclosure  of  the  fact,  which  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  if  enacted  into  a  law,  will  probably  make, 
that  the  revenue  is  larger,  instead  of  smaller ; 
and  thai  wUl  oome  the  necessity,  aa  it  will  be 
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called,  of  falling  to  this  mininium  duty,  to  pre- 
TOiit  an  Bccummation  of  money  into  the  treas- 
xiTj.  As  proof  of  the  correctaess  of  these 
remarks,  look  at  the  prodnct  of  yonr  custom- 
hoiise  at  various  periods,  and  uader  different 
rates  of  dutj ;  in  1826,  your  revenoe  fi*om  cus- 
toms was  greater  than  it  has  been  at  any  time 
Nnoe,  except  the  two  Inst  years,  although  the 
law  of  1828  was  passed  increasing  greatly  yonr 
imposts. 

In  the  year  first  named,  it  amounted  to|&8,- 
841,Sai  77 ;  ia  the  year  1838,  (the  law  of  that 
year  did  not  go  into  operation  until  the  first  oi 
September,  and  could  hav^  little  or  no  effbct, 
as  the  annual  treasury  accounts  are  made  up  to 
the  80th  September,)  to  123,206,528  64:;  in 
1829,  to  $22,681,965  91 ;  in  1830,  to  $31,932,- 
891  89 ;  and,  even  in  the  year  1831,  it  exceeded 
the  produce  of  1826  by  only  $888,110.  The 
additional  imports  of  the  two  last  years  have 
been  made,  I  imagine,  with  a  view  to  aid  the 
eztangnishment  of  the  public  debt  and  other 
causes,  in  effecting  a  reduction  of  the  tariff. 
Oircnmstances  will  vary  your  revenue ;  I  mean 
the  oircumstanoes  of  yonr  citizens,  of  the  com- 
mercial world,  and  of  all  the  world,  more  than 
yonr  enaotmenta.  Look  ftt  yonr  pnblio  ineome 
nom  1816  to  1831 :  fh>m  customs  yon  derived 
In  1816,  $27,869,769  71 ;  in  1817,  $17,647,- 
040  69;  in  1818,  $21,828,451  48;  in  1819, 
$17,116,702  96  ;  in  1820,  $12,449,556  15,  and 
fal  1831,  $1 8,400,447 16 ;  reducing  yonr  treasury 
so  low,  that  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d 
Karch,  1821,  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars 
was  authorized  "  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to 
the  moneys  now  (then)  in  the  treasury,  or 
which  may  be  received  thereon  from  other 
sources  duriag  the  present  (then)  year,  to  de- 
fray any  <^  the  public  expenses  which  are,  or 
may  be,  aotfaori»d  by  law ; "  and  yet,  dnriog 
all  ibis  time,  the  dnties  (except  some  smau 
additions,  and,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  the 
revenne  was  lowest  after  those  dednetions  were 
made),  remaiaed  the  same,  while  your  revenne 
varied  more  than  fonrteen  millions,  and  at  last 
annk  bo  low  as  to  oblige  you  to  borrow.  £z- 
flo^ne  yonr  treasury  books  throughout,  and 
you  will  find  everywhere  evidence  that  a  dim- 
inution of  duty  is  by  no  means  certainly,  or,  I 
think,  nsoally  followed  by  a  reduction  of  reve- 
nue ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believo  it  will,  in  the 
drcnmstances  of  this  country  and  Oreat  Brituo, 
be  the  cause  of  an  inorease  of  yonr  ftinda. 


Fbidat,  January  11. 

The  bill  for  the  rdief  of  General  !Uac6mb 
next  coming  np  for  consideration,  it  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Olaims. 

Florida  Claim*. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Ur,  Hofphak  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  certain  inhabitants  of  East 
Florida. 


[Jakukt,  18S8L 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike 
ont  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  Wbitb,  of  Florida,  saad,  that  the  nature 
of  the  claim  set  up  might  l>e  properly  under- 
stood, he  should  be  obliged  to  go  into  a  short 
historical  detail  of  the  events  and  incidents 
with  which  they  were  connected,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  international  law  on  which  they  are 
founded. 

On  tiie  ISth  Jannary,  1811,  an  act  was 
paned  hj  the  two  Honses  of  Congress,  in 
which  it  is  declared  "that  the  United ^tkes, 
under  the  peculiar  oircumstaocee  of  the  existing 

crisis,  cannot,  without  serious  inquietude,  see 
the  Floridas  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
power ;  "  and  that,  under  existing  rarcum- 
stADoes,  they  will  take  temporary  possession  of 
that  territory,  and  hold  it,  subject  to  future 
n^taations."  On  the  same  day  another  act 
was  approved,  giving  to  the  President  the 
authority  to  occupy,  at  his  discretion,  the  coun- 
try east  of  the  river  Perdido,  with  an  armed 
force,  on  the  happening  of  either  two  contin- 
gencies :  1st.  If  it  shall  be  rendered  np  by  the 
local  aathorities.  2d.  If  any  attempt  to  occupy 
it  shall  be  made  by  a  foreign  power.  ThjB  last 
act  mtikea  a  laive  apprt^niation  for  eflboting  its 
proThdons,  and  invests  the  Preddent  wiu  a 
legidative  authority  over  the  country  to  be  ao- 

3uired  in  pursnanee  thereot  On  the  S6th  of 
anuary,  1811,  iostmctions  were  issued  to 
General  Matthews,  of  Georgia,  and  to  Colonel 
McKee,  of  whicli  the  laws  above  cited,  were 
assumed  as  a  basis.  (9  vol.  Waitt's  8.  P.,  p.  41.) 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  powers  -confer- 
red on  these  commissioners  are  almost  discre- 
tionary. It  is  melancholy  to  discover  in  this 
first  document  the  commencement  of  all  the 
Am«4oan  aggressions  att^nst  Uie  proriiwea 
of  the  Floridaa ;  to  see  ue  Secretary  of  State 
dtetating  to  his  agent  the  qnibbles  to  which  he 
should  nave  recourse,  and  recommending  the 
first  of  those  baseless  promises  to  be  so  worded 
as  to  deceive  the  Spanish  authorities,  who 
should  rely  upon  them,  without  being  binding 
upon  him  who  made  them.  If  the  Governors 
will  peaceably  "  surrender  the  territory  they 
were  intrusted  to  protect,  we  will  pay  the 
debts  of  the  Spanish  king  to  his  Spanish  sub- 
jects." If  you  are  driven  to  force,  "  you  will 
exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  applying  the 

{lower  given  with  respect  to  debte,  tides  to 
ando,  taking  care  to  commit  the  Govern- 
ment on  no  pcint  Airtiier  than  mqr  be  neces- 
sary." 

I  will  not  comment  on  the  consistency  of 
promising  then  to  pay  the  debts  of  Spain,  and 
refasiug  now  to  pay  onr  own  to  the  same  credi- 
tors. I  will  81^  nothing  of  that  morality 
which  seizes  on  a  moment  of  weakness  to  invade 
the  province  of  an  ally ;  which  offers  a  reward 
to  vice,  and  renders  justice  as  a  bribe  to  treason. 
I  cite  this  passage  to  prove  '*  that  the  opera* 
tioos"  of  we  .^erican  Govenunoit  in  the 
floridas,  hod  a  be^nning  ominoos  to  Jnst  aod 
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honest  claimants,  "  Oommit  the  GoTernment 
on  no  point  farther  than  ma.j  be  necessar;." 
Bnt,  sir,  here  ia  the  important  postcript  to  this 
preliminary  document:  *'  If  Governor  Folk 
shonld  obstinately  require,  and  pertinacioasly 
insist,  that  the  stipnlation  for  the  redelivery  of 
the  province  shonld  also  include  that  portion  of 
the  country  vhich  is  situated  west  of  the  river 
Perdido,  yon  are,  in  yielding  to  such  demand, 
only  to  use  general  words  that  may,  by  implica- 
tion, comprehend  that  porti<m  of  the  territory." 
This  doctrine  of  impltcatim  was  most  beauti- 
ftiUy  and  practically  commented  upon  by  the 
Saltan  Mahomet,  who,  as  we  are  told  by  Gro- 
tios,  *'  upon  the  taking  of  Eabcea,  cut  a  person 
asunder  in  the  middle  of  his  wtust,  to  whom 
he  had  made  a  promise  that  he  wonld  not  hurt 
a  hair  of  his  bead.*'  I  have  cited  the^  pas- 
sages, as  well  to  show  the  whole  uniform  ten- 
dency of  the  measures  taken  and  pursued  by 
the  United  States  in  her  operations  in  tlie 
Floridas,  as  to  prove  that  Matthews  was  justi- 
fied by  bis  instructions  in  the  course  be  adopted 
— instractions,  as  I  have  sud  before,  mostly 
diBcretionary,  and  seldom  specifier  unless  to 
diotate  a  promise  tliat  may  deceive,  without 
heing  obllntory  to  the  maker.  With  such  in- 
stractioDs  oefore  him,  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  that  the  acts  of  MatUiews  were  such  as  could 
Dot  be  openly  Justified  by  onr  Government. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  on  the  reception  of  a 
letter  from  that  officer,  dated  the  14th  of  March, 
he  was  immediately  notified  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  in  a  despatch  of  the  4th  of  April, 

that  the  measares  he  had  adopted  were  not 
authorized  by  the  law  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  instructions  founded  on  it,  under  which  he 
had  acted,"  and  the  ptfwers  of  which  he  is  di- 
vested, are  bestowed  on  Governor  Mitchell,  of 
GwTfpB.  The  Goremor  is  directed  to  snrrender 
FemwdiiuL  Ac,  on  terms,  viz :  that  the  inhabi- 
tants should  be  protected  from  the  vengeance  ot 
the  Spanish  authorities,  and  not  to  witiidraw 
bis  troops  until  that  security  is  guaranteed. 

Yon  are  to  report  to  the  Government  the  re- 
aolt  of  yonr  conferences  with  the  Spanish  anthor- 
itie.%  with  your  opinion  of  their  views,  holding, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  ground  occupied."  And 
BO  fully  was  Mitchell  persuaded  of  the  intention 
of  the  Government,  on  this  point,  that  he 
writes  expressly  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
"  that  he  knew  it  had  never  entered  into  the 
contemplation  of  the  Ezecntive  to  bare  the 
troops  withdrawn  from  Florida."  "In  the 
measures  lately  adc^ted  by  General  Matthews 
(s«ys  Ut.  Monroe  to  OoTenior  Mitobel),  lOtb, 
April,  1812,)  to  take  poasesdon,  it  is  probable 
that  much  reliance  has  been  placed  by  the  peo- 
ple who  acted  in  it  on  the  countenance  and 
support  of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  impos- 
sible to  expose  titese  people  to  the  resentment 
of  the  Spanish  authorities,"  &o. ;  "  you  will, 
however,  come  to  a  fnW  understanding  with  the 
Spanish  Governor  on  this  subject,  and  not  fail 
to  obbun  from  him  the  most  explicit  and  satis- 
fketoiy  aBBiiraaoes  respecting  it."  From  this  it 
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appears,  Ist.  That,  though  we  disavow  the 
acts  of  Matthews,  we  are  determined  to  retain 
possession  of  that  portion  of  Spanish  territory 
which  he  had  seized  on;  and,  2d.  That  the 
disavowal  does  not  extend  so  far  as  to  prevent 
us  from  obtaining  the  most  full  and  perfect  in- 
demnity for  those  who  had  assisted  him,  though 
it  does  extend  to  exempt  us  from  all,  and  every 
obligation,  to  make  satisfaction  to  those  who 
had  suffered  by  his  acts;  in  other  words,  the 
acts  of  Matthews,  thou(^  unauthorized,  are  obli- 
gatory on  us  to  protect  those  who  were  deceived 
by  him,  but  not  to  indemnify  those  who  were 
iqjured  by  him.  An  unauthorized  advoiturer, 
holding  an  American  commission,  at  the  head 
of  American  troops,  marches  into  a  nentral 
country  and  lays  it  waste ;  his  acts  are  disa- 
vowed by  the  Government,  but  the  Government 
is  bound  to  protect  those  who  joined  him,  rely- 
ing on  their  support  ag^ost  uie  vengeance  of 
their  offended  laws.  But  he  who  resists  their 
advances,  acting  as  they  were  against  the  laws 
of  Spain,  and  the  force  of  treaties ;  he  who  re- 
sists, and  is  ruined,  can  demand  no  satisfaction. 
"  The  United  States  are  only  responsible  for 
their  own  acts — and  this  is  an  act  of  Matthews. 
True,  if  yon  have  been  a  wrongdoer  with  him, 
we  will  see  that  no  power  can  narm  yon :  thus 
far  are  we  bound ;  but  if  you  have  been  injured 
by  him  who  bears  our  commission,  and  com- 
mandff  our  troops,  or  by  his  associates  who  we 
protect,  we  cannot  remunerate  you ;  we  are  not 
bound  by  the  acts  of  Matthews."  By  the  laws 
of  nations  he  is  deemed  a  principal  offender 
*'  who  is  guilty  of  certain  acts  of  negligence  to 
prevent  them,  as  well  as  by  actual  commission ; 
that  urges  to  the  commission  of  it ;  that  gives 
all  possible  consent ;  that  aids,  abets,  or  in  any 
shape  is  a  partner  in  the  perpetration  of  it." 
(Gro.  B.  0. 17,  fi,  6.)  Vattel  ranks  all  as  asso- 
ciates "  who  are  really  miited  in  a  warlike  asso- 
ciation with  our  enemy ;  who  make  a  common 
cause  with  him."   (B.  8,  6.)   It  is  idle  to  qaoto 

f assages  of  law  on  a  point  as  plain  as  tins  la, 
f  a  nation  would  disavow  the  acts  of  her  offioO", 
she  must  punish  the  offender ;  she  roast  cause 
him  to  make  satisfaction  if  he  is  able,  and  if 
not,  she  must  do  it  for  him.  *'  Sovereign  princes 
are  answerable  for  their  neglect,  if  they  use  not 
all  the  means  within  their  power  for  suppress- 
ing piracy  and  robbery."  (Gro.  2,  17,  20.)  It 
even  frequently  happens  that  the  injury  is  done 
by  minor  persons,  without  their  sovereign  hav> 
ing  any  share  in  it ;  and,  on  these  occasions, 
it  is  natur^  to  presume  that  he  will  not  re- 
fuse as  a  just  satis&ction.  When  smne  pett7 
officers,  not  long  since,  violated  the  territories 
of  Savoy,  in  order  to  carry  off  from  thence  a 
noted  smuggling  chief,  the  King  of  Sardinia 
caused  his  complaint  to  be  laid  before  the  King 
of  France,  and  Louis  ZYI.  thought  it  no  degra- 
dation to  his  greatness  to  send  an  ambassador 
extraordinary  to  give  satisfaction  for  this  vio- 
lence. (Vattel,  B.  2.  0.  18,  8,  888 ;  see  farther 
on  this  sutyect,  VatteL  B.  2.  O.  6.  Sec.  76,  77, 
and  78 ;  same  author,  B.  4^  7,  84,  and  Gro,  B.  2, 
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0.  18,  6,  4.)  It  is  idle,  theo,  to  disavow  re- 
sponsibility. The  injury  is  the  act  of  oar  troops 
undei-  our  own  officer.  We  retaiu  the  posses- 
rioa  of  the  country  oconpied;  we  protect  those 
who  aided  us — subjects,  patriots,  and  all ;  and 
the  law  is  everywhere  reoognized  Id  the  books, 
that,  if  we  protect  the  wrongHloens  ve  are  re- 
iponsible  for  the  wrongs  dene. 

Whilst  our  troops  were  thtu  sostained  in  a 
foreign  territory,  whose  inhabitants,  using  every 
effort  of  which  they  were  capable,  to  repel  an 
invasion  which  our  relation  with  the  mother 
ooantry  rendered  more  unjust  and  oppressive, 
it  was  to  be  expected  tliat  much  violence  shonld 
be  used  on  botn  sides ;  that  much  oppression  of 
persons  and  destruction  of  private  property 
should  result.  In  this  individual  instance,  it  is 
believed  that  the  waste  of  private  property  was 
wanton  and  extensive.  The  letter  of  Colonel 
Smith  uses  the  strongest  language  to  show  the 
rain  following  in  the  train  of  onr  amies :  "  The 
inhaUtants  hare  sU  abandoned  their  hooses 
ud  as  moch  of  tb«r  movables  as  thsy  could 
eany  with  them."  And  fbrtlier,  "the  prov- 
inoa  will  soon  become  a  desert."  Ana  tlie  investi- 
gations had  befbre  the  courts  in  that  territory,  in 

Snrsuance  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  8d 
[arcli,  1828,  prove  that  the  inhabitantsofEast 
Florida  were  driven  from  th^  homes  by  the 
American  soldiery;  that  their  houses,  farms, 
and  orange-groves  were  wasted;  that  their 
stock  was  destroyed,  and  their  slaves,  to  a  large 
amount,  were  enticed  or  forced  away,  and  many 
driven  to  seek  protection  amongst  the  Indian 
tribes,  from  whom  th^  have  never  been  re- 
daimed.  Sneh  are  the  fiwts  in  the  case  the 
inhaMtants  of  £ast  Florida.  These  soffiarers  are 
now  no  longer  foreign  snIjeoCs.  They  have 
now  no  sepuate  Government  to  which  to  ap- 
peal for  a  redress  of  grievances.  They  had 
fondly  hoped,  that  when  their  impotent  master 
had  transferred  them  over  to  a  free  and  grow- 
ing republic,  tliat  a  fall  a^jostment  of  their 
claims,  a  full  seonrity  for  payment  and  satisfac- 
tion, was  guaranteed  by  the  treaty  of  cession : 
and  they  might  stilt  more  fondly  have  hoped, 
that,  if  any  doubt  could  arise  in  the  construction 
of  a  clause  so  remedial  and  so  Just,  that  pur 
Government  wooid  allow  some  little  weight  to 
tiie  eqnity  of  tiie  d^m ;  that  we  would  not  eon- 
strae  an  ambignoas  promise  to  p^y,  "  a  pronUse 
by  implication,"  into  a  total  release  from  an 
obligauoD  so  cogent  and  so  binding  before  the 
MiHnise  was  made ;  bat,  alas  t  they  are  deceived. 
Two  succeeding  administrations  have  construed 
the  treaty  so  as  to  close  against  them  the 
door  of  hope.  Thus,  sir,  are  these  people  in- 
jured and  deceived ;  rained  by  onr  arms  when 
Spanish  subjects,  transferred  to  us  their  debtors, 
tiiey  Iiave  none  to  intercede  for  them.  The 
transfer,  from  which  they  bad  hoped  so  much,  has 
betrayed  them;  becaase,  in  the  language  of 
poetry,  "  it  lias  held  the  word  of  promise  to  the 
esr,  aod.  broke  it  to  the  hope."  It  has  made 
US  their  creditors  by  onr  wrong,  and  then  dosed 
ag^Dst  them  the  avennea  of  redress,  by  par- 


chasing  themsdves  and  their  territory  firom 
a  master  who  wonld  have  vindicated  thdr  daims 

tojastice. 

These,  sir,  are  the  facts  upon  which  the  in- 
habitants of  East  Florida  rest  their  cldms  to 
indemni^  for  tiie  qidiaUou  of  the  Amerioaa 
army. 


IfoNDAT,  January  14. 
7^  Tarif  BiH—Sedvction  of  Duiiet—Mr, 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  Watni  in  the  ehur,  and  resnmed 
the  discussion  of  the  Tariff  bill 

ICr.  Eluwobth,  of  Connecticut,  rose  Hessid 
that  when  the  honorable  churman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  yfajB  and  Means  had  introduced 
this  bill  into  tiie  Hous&he  had  accompanied 
it  with  a  few  remarks  of  a  general  charaoteri 
all  of  whidi  were  wy  pertinent  and  prwer; 
but,  dnoe  that  tim^  tiie  comnuttee  had  not  been 
fkvbred  with  the  views  of  any  one  genUeman, 
from  uiy  part  d  the  country,  in  favor  ci  the 
bill ;  and,  if  a  judgment  was  to  be  formed  ttom 
what  had  taken  place,  thns  fiir,  there  was  reasm 
to  apprehend  that  neither  th^  nor  the  country, 
were  to  be  favored  with  any  new  light,  or  any 
new  facts,  or  consideratiims  on  which  the  House 
was  pressed  to  pass  so  very  extraordiuary  and 
whoUy  unexpected  a  measure. 

He  r^retted  this  the  more,  the  more  he  look- 
ed into  we  bill,  and  reflected  on  the  principles 
it  oontdned  and  the  oonsequraces  likdy  to  follow 
it.  Congress  had  never  legidated  osx  a  measur* 
whicbj  if  adopted,  woold  tell  more  in  our  fu- 
ture history.  He  repeated  it,  that  sudi  a  bill 
should  have  been  introduced,  and  an  attempt 
made  to  force  it  tlinnudi  the  Honse,  without 
one  word  being  sdd  by  utose  who  were  in  favw 
of  its  passage,  was  most  anexpected  indeed.  So 
soon  as  this  bill  should  have  passed  both  Hoasea 
of  Congress,  and  received  the  Executive  signa- 
tore,  millions  of  property  which  had  been  in- 
vested in  establishments  that  had  grown  up 
under  the  sanction,  and  on  t^e  good  faith  m 
the  Government — ^property,  not  m  the  sump- 
tnous  manu&cturer  "  merely,  (as  he  is  called  m 
the  South.)  but,  of  the  working,  laborious,  eun- 
mtmjieople;  tiie  laboring  oommimity  would  be 
depnved  of  ita  vdue,  and  all  the  thonsands,  ye^ 
the  nUlIions  of  these  laborious  dtiiens,  woda 
find  their  owdition  in  one  moment  greatly 
dianged.  The  rich  wonld  become  poor,  ana 
the  pomr  idle  and  wr^ehed.  Thos  for  thej 
had  lived  under  a  Government  of  some  degree 
of  uniformity,  and  had  calculated,  as  Uiey  nad 
reason  to  cdoulate,  that  tliat  uniformity  would, 
to  a  oertdn  extent,  be  preserved;  but  now 
they  would,  in  one  moment,  find  its  policy  re- 
veraed,  and  themselves  reduced  to  the  utmost 
distress.  He  had  been  tdd  by  gentiemen  out 
of  the  House,  he  had  not  heard  It  ftQm  any  in 
tiw  House,  that  the  people  of  the  Sooth  were 
looking  with  anxietiy  fto  this  bilL  He  did  not 
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donbt  sooh  waa  the  faot.  But  gentlemen  oaght 
not  to  forget  that  it  was  not  the  Soath  alone, 
bat  the  entire  popnlation  of  his  portion  of  the 
ooontiT.  who  were  looking  to  the  fate  of  the 
bill  with  the  most  intense  anzie^ ;  and  he  did 
not  heritate  to  deelaie  there,  in  his  piece,  tliat 
if  this  bill  should  ever  become  a  law,  it  wonld 
prove  the  winding-sheet  of  New  England. 

Standing  there  to  speak  the  language  <^  his 
constitnents,  the  first  remu-k  he  should  make 
upon  the  measure  proposed,  was,  that  it  was 
exceedinglT-  prematare  and  hasty.  He  asked 
gentlemen  who  pressed  a  bill  like  this,  whether 
Uie  bill  itself  had  yet  so  mnch  as  reached  all 
their  oonstitnents?  They  must  answer,  no.  A 
bill  lowering  dndes  of  itself  nz  millions,  and 
going  into  operation  within  forty  days,  and, 
tocEether  with  the  leduotions  made  by  the 
tanff  act  of  the  last  tesaioo,  proposing  to  reduce 
the  lerenne  at  one  blow,  from  twmty-five 
millions  of  dollars  to  twelve  millions  and  a 
half;  a  bill  of  sooh  momentous  eonseqnenoe  to 
every  portion  of  the  country ;  a  bill  cont^iing 
principles  whieh  sabverted  the  entire  policy  of 
the  country,  was  pressed  to  its  passage,  in  sullen 
silence,  before  it  had  even  been  seen  and  ez- 
amioed  by  one-half  of  the  American  people. 
When  that  bill  shodd  have  reached  thun,  wnat 
did  g«itlemeD  suppose  wonld  be  their  answer  1 
He  would  make  his  appeal  to  the  representa- 
tives of  that  great  State  which  bad  taken  the 
lead  in  tiie  school  of  {voteetive  pidioy :  has 
Fannsylvania  and  the  tariff  needs  to  be  revised  f 
Let  her  repreaentatives  speak,  it  be  sa 
And  he  asked,  what  had  been  heard  from  the 
"  empire  State,"  as  it  had  jnatly  been  denom- 
inated I  Had  any  voice  oome  from  New  York 
indicative  that  the  country  desired  sneh  a 
measure  as  this  f  Had  any  voice  been  heard 
ftvm  New  England !  Not  a  breath  had  reached 
that  Honse,  declaring  snch  was  the  people's 
will.  A  deep  and  nniversal  alarm  waa  begin- 
ning to  pervade  New  England ;  nor  would  the 
voice  of  approbation  oome,  wait  ever  bo  long. 
He  feared  lest  one  portion  of  the  American 
people,  who  had  been  forced  into  their  present 
pnrsuitB  the  votes  <tf  the  South,  and  who 
bad  ever  sinoe  been  led  on  fhim  step  to  at^ 
£rom  tariff  to  tariff  by  that  Hon8&  when  they 
learned  the  measure  that  was  preparing  for  them, 
would  look  upon  their  fields  and  Uidr  fihctories 
with  sorrow,  and  learn  to  hate  a  Government 
'so  fickle  and  so  faithless.  He  feared  that, 
lAioald  this  bill  pass  into  a  law,  the  consequence 
wonld  be,  not  only  distress  and  beart-bam- 
ings,  but,  in  the  end,  a  settled  hatred  to  the 
Government;  a  hatred  far  beyond  any  thing 
that  had  been  felt  in  the  South. 

But  he  would  now  proceed  to  that  which, 
after  aU.  was  the  real  cause  ctf  this  biU.  He 
meant  toe  disoontents  in  the  Soath.  He  hoped 
that  his  honorable  friend,  (Hr.  MoDumic,)  for 
■Doh  be  esteemed  him,  who  so  ably  represented 
the  views  of  the  South,  wonld  not  ohat^  him 
with  any  disrespect.  BnL  might  he  not  say, 
tiiat  if  any  membw  o£  tlw  Uoose  shodd  be 


[B.  or  R. 

asked  out  of  the  House  what  was  the  cause 
which  had  produced  snch  a  bill,  would  he  not 
say,  the  discontents  in  Sonth  Carolina  I  No 
man,  woman,  or  child,  could  doubt  the  fact. 

In  relation  to  this  matter,  the  first  qnestion 
he  should  ask  was  this :  Were  they  not  bounds 
in  endeavoring'  to-reHere  the  people  from  the 
burden  of  tazation,  to  see  that  they  ^d  not 
merely  change  the  soene  of  the  discontent? 
It  was  known  to  ^  that  during  the  late  war, 
very  deep  discontent  had  existed  in  one  quarter 
of  the  Union  in  relaUon  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. He  had  the  authority  of  a  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  for  saying,  that  the  country  was 
near  revolution.  But  let  the  House,  while  it 
was  endeavoring  to  appease  his  friends  at  the 
South  be  cautions  that  they  did  not,  as  he  had 
said,  merdy  change  the  scene.  He  thought  there 
was  no  Just  causa  ibr  demanding  from  the  Nortii 
so  great  a  sacolfice.  The  first  qnestion  asked  of 
him  by  his  oonstituents  wodd  be.  Will  South 
Carolina  be  any  better  off  when  the  tarifi'  is 
annihilated !  He  fwed  he  should  not  be  d}ld 
to  give  an  answer  such  as  sbodd  be  satis&otory 
to  the  people  of  Sonth  Carolina.  It  was  very 
important  that  the  people  of  the  North  shodd 
be  convinced  that  there  existed  some  red  griev- 
ance, for  the  removd  of  which  they  were  called 
on  to  make  so  great  a  sacrifice.  Nothing  else 
wodd  ever  induce  them  to  forego  the  advan- 
tages they  now  edoyed. 

Hr.  Bbiqgs  of  MaMaobusetts  said :  I  need  not 
say  to  you,  Ur.  Chairman,  that  the  State  of 
Hassaohnsetts  is  demly  interested  in  the  tariff. 
The  people  of  the  aistrict  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represmt,  have  a  capitd  of  more 
than  two  millions  of  dollars  dependent,  in  a 
great  measure,  npon  the  fate  of  the  bill  on  your 
table.  I  shall  vote  agdnst  the  bill,  and  the 
facts  already  named  constitute  my  apology  for 
throwing  myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
committee,  long  enough  to  state  my  reasons  for 
that  vote. 

Sir,  at  the  last  session  of  this  Ooi^eBS,  a  law 
waa  passed  npon  this  identiod  subject,  after  a 

E retracted  and  fdl  discussion.  It  was  carried 
y  an  nnusudly  large  minority  of  both  Houses 
of  ^OfHigresB,  and  received  the  prompt  sanction 
oi  the  Exeoative.  It  waa  passed  as  a  measure 
aS  peace  and  conciliation.  That  law  had  not 
yet  taken  effect,  and  its  operation  upon  the 
revenue,  or  upon  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  can  only  be  known  by  ezperiment.  It 
is  certdn,  however,  that  under  it,  a  large 
amount  of  revenue  will  be  reduced,  and  it 
may  produce  a  very  sensible  effect  upon  some 
of  the  manufacturing  interests.  The  most 
strenuous  opposera  (X  the  tariff,  at  the  last 
session,  profused  a  willingness  to  reduce  the 
revenue  by  a  cautious  and  gradud  process,  so 
as  not  snddedy  to  ruin  the  mannftustores. 
Where  now  is  tiie  neoesnty  of  departing  from 
that  principle  of  action,  by  demolidiing  the  lav 
then  passed,  before  ita  effecta  can  be  known! 
It  would  be  an  uoheard  of  course  oS  legislatioOf 
in  this  or  any  other  oountry,  fcnr  the  aamo  men 
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to  repeal  a  law  upon  a  subject  which  iovolved 
the  vital  interests  of  th«  ooantry,  and  which 
tiiej  had  passed  upon  the  m<wt  careful  and 
deliberate  cooBidersticm,  befbre  it  ahonld  hare 
gone  into  operation,  and  when  tiie  circnm- 
Btances  of  the  conntry  had  undergone  no 
change  demanding  a  precipitate  repeal  or  alter- 
ation. After  80  mncti  time  had  been  spent  at 
the  last  session,  and  a  bill  passed  apon  the 
avowed  principle  of  compromise  and  conces- 
sion, the  people  did  not  ezpeot  that  the  question 
woold  be  again  agitated  at  this  sesnon^  before 
tiiey  conld  see  and  understand  the  beanng  and 
effect  of  the  law  then  passed. 

The  committee  who  recommend  this  meas- 
ure, urge,  as  a  reason  for  its  adoption,  that  the 
rerenne  must  be  reduced  to  the  wants  of  the 
QoTermnent.  I  readily  concede  this  point 
I  trust  all  wUl  admit,  Uiat  after  the  n^raal 
debt  shall  have  been  paid  off^  the  amount  of 
revenue  to  be  riused  must  be  limited  to  l^e  sum 
required  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Government,  and  to  meet  such  authorized 
constitntlonal  expenditures,  as  shall  be  necessary 
**  to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  pro- 
mote the  general  wel&re  "  of  the  nation.  Bat, 
sirj  the  precise  amount  which  would  be  re- 
quired for  these  objects,  and  the  particular 
sources  from  which  it  should  be  raised,  are 
grave  and  important  queationa,  which,  nader 
the  present  condition  of  the  country,  demand 
grave  and  ddiberate  invBstigation. 

If  tiie  ent^  revenne  Is  to  be  raised  from  im- 
port duties  alonej  Justice  reqnlres  that  it 
should  be  drawn  m  equal  proportions  from 
the  people  of  the  different  States,  and  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  country.  Bnt  how  shall  this 
be  donef  It  by  no  means  follows,  than  an 
equal  rate  of  duty  upon  all  the  imported  articles, 
would  produce  this  resnlt.  It  may  bappeu  that 
the  same  number  of  people  in  one  State,  from 
their  habits,  buuness,  or  climate,  consume  a 
much  larger  amount  of  imported  articles,  than 
the  some  number  of  people  in  other  States,  and 
thus  made  to  contribute  more  than  their  Just 
proportion  of  the  public  revenue. 

On  tJie  oontrary,  it  mi^t  be  found  upon  full 
and  carefiol  examination,  that  a  dnty  upon  a 
oomparatively  flaw  articles  of  importation, 
would,  by  reason  of  the  genwality  of  their  use 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  afford  the  necessary 
revenue,  aad  make  a  just  and  equal  distribution 
of  taxes  among  the  people  of  the  several  States, 
If  a  system  could  be  devised,  by  which  a  suffi- 
cient amoant  could  be  raised  by  a  fair  and 
equitable  distribution  of  the  duties  to  be  paid, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  preserve  and  sustaia  the 
great  and  varied  interests  of  the  country,  I  am 
not  able  to  discover  what  reasonable  o^eotion 
could  be  interposed  against  its  odoptson.  Though 
the  practical  m)eration  of  such  a  system  might 
be  more  beneoiual  to  one  portion  of  the  country 
than  to  another,  yet  if  it  operated  no  injury  to 
that  other  portion,  and  was  uniform  and  impar- 
tial in  the  contributiona  which  it  would  draw 
from  every  part|  it  would  be  Jnst^  and  ought 


[Javitabt,  issa, 

to  be  satisfactory.  To  enable  us  to  carry  these 
principles  into  operation,  it  is  important  to 
know,  as  near  as  may  be,  what  amonnt  of  im- 
ported datiaUe  artitdes  are  ctKUnmed  in  the 
difl^vnt  States  of  this  Union.  In  tiw  final 
adjustment  of  the  tariff  to  the  revenue  standard, 
this  essential  information  cannot  be  dispensed 
with  without  the  hazard  of  doing  great  injus- 
tice somewhere.  This  knowledge,  so  indispen- 
sable to  right  action  upon  the  subject  nnder  6» 
cossion,  is  not  within  our  reach,  and  cannot 
be  during  the  present  sesuoo.  Our  treasury 
is  now  empty;  the  national  debt  is  not  yet 
extinguished;  the  amoant  of  revenne  which 
may  be  required  for  the  current,  and  the  coming 
year,  cannot  be  precisely  ascertaiiwd ;  and  as 
the  officer  in  the  finao^  department  ci  iiw 
Gtoverameot  does  not  eall  for  an  Imme^ate 
redaction  of  the  duties,  the  passage  of  the  Mil, 
at  the  present  sesdon,  would  seem  to  me  to  be 
an  act  of  predpitant  and  hazardous  legislaticm. 
The  committee  present  their  plan  as  a  perma- 
nent revenue  measure.  This  oonsideration 
heightens  the  importance  of  mature  delibenitaon 
before  we  settie  down  upon  it. 

Mr.  Ohairman :  The  bill  on  your  table,  under 
the  form  of  a  simple  revoiue  measure,  proposes 
to  chaoge  the  great  policy  of  this  Qovemment. 
Is  this  policy  one  which  has  suddenly  started 
into  life  1  Is  it,  as  has  frequentiy  been  alleged 
upon  this  fioOT,  the  creation  of  a  tyrannical  and 
reckless  m^ority,  impeUed  to  action  hy  motivea 
of  selfish  scwdidttess,  r^ardlesa  of  the  interesti, 
and  trampling  upon  the  rights  of  the  nunorify  f 
No,  sir,  it  ohums  a  hif^er  oripn,  a  nobler  pur- 
pose. 

The  policy  of  developing  and  bringing  forth 
the  rich,  and  exhaustless  resources  of  our  ex- 
tended coantry,  by  fostering  and  protecting 
domestic  manufactares,  has  engaged  the  anxious 
and  continued  attention  of  this  Government 
from  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  This 
position  is  muDtained  by  a  reference  to  the 
course  of  legislation,  the  reports  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  the  uniform  tenor  of 
Executive  messages  from  the  time  of  Washing- 
ton to  the  present  day.  And,  rir,  I  shall  be 
much  disappointed  if  it  does  not  turn  out,  upm 
examination,  that  it  has  been  the  fiiv«ite  soheme 
of  the  great  leading  statesmen  of  tiie  SouUl 

I  wiU  not  consume  the  time  of  the  committee 
by  talking  about  the  second  act  of  this  Govern- 
ment, paired  on  the  20th  July,  1789,  the  very 
preamble  of  which  declares  it  necessary  to  lay 
duties  "  for  the  encourAgement  and  protection 
of  manufactures." 

In  his  lost  messf^  delivered  to  Congress,  in 
December,  1796,  President  Washington  says: 
*'  Congress  have  repeatedly,  and  not  without 
success,  directed  their  atiention  to  the  encour- 
agement of  manufactures."  '*  The  object  is  of 
too  much  oonseqaenoe  not  to  ensure  a  oontin- 
uance  of  their  efforts  in  any  way  which  shall 
appear  dibble." 

In  relation  to  the  some  olgect,  Fraident 
JeSbraon,  in  Usdodng  message,  oommunicated 
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in  November,  1808,  baa  tho  foUowlug  remarks: 
"  The  eita&tion  into  wliich  we  have  been  thus 
forced,  lias  impelled  ns  to  apply  a  portioa  of 
onr  industry  and  capital  to  internal  mannfao- 
tarea  and  improvementn.  The  ezteat  of  thia 
conversion  is  daily  iDcreasing,  and  little  doabt 
remains  that  the  establishments  formed  and 
forming,  will,  nnder  the  anspices  of  cheaper 
materlus  and  BobaUtence,  the  freedom  of  labor 
from  taxation  with  ns,  and  of  proteotine  duties, 
and  prdiibitions,  beoome  pennanentl "  Pro- 
tecting duties  and  prohibttionsl  Tea,  Mr, 
Ohdrman,  in  1808,  Mr  Jefferson,  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  great  repoblican 
leader,  the  strict  and  able  expounder  of  the 
constitntion,  the  highest  authority  of  political 
orthodozy,.of -the  present  day,  in  one  quarter 
of  this  ITnioD,  could  officially  speak  of  render- 
ing manu&otures  permanent  by  protecting 
duties  and  prohibitions,  without  lifting  the 
torch  of  civil  discord,  or  shaking  the  integrity 
of  the  Union.  But  now,  nr,  the  name  of  thu 
great  man  is  reUed  on  by  those  who  profoss  to 
be  his  true  fbllowera,  to  show  that  laws  which 
create  protecting  dntie^  "an  plun,  palpable, 
and  dangerons  violations  oS  oonsntution," 
and  that  the  States  which  oppose  them,  have  a 
right,  if  not  to  nullify,  to  recede  from  Gm  Union, 
if  they  are  not  repealed. 

Great  efforts  were  made  by  the  lea^ng  re- 
publicans of  that  day,  to  ^ve  popularity  to 
the  plan  of  bailding  up  domestic  manufactures. 
The  prominent  newspapers  of  Virginia,  and 
of  the  South  led  the  van,  and  urged  on  their 
followers  in  the  patriotic  service.  The  com- 
mittee will  recollect  the  numerous  extracts  to 
show  the  senUmenta  of  Southern  men  on  chis 
■nbject,  read  from  a  vdlnnie  of  the  Kehmond 
Enquirer,  taken  from  the  library  of  Mr.  Je&r- 
Bon,  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Phila- 
delphia, (Mr.  SurniBLurD,)  in  tlie  course  of  his 
rery  able  and  eloquent  speech  at  the  last  session 
of  this  Congress.  The  sentiments,  toasts,  and 
resolutions  at  public  dinners,  and  Fourth  of  July 
celebratioos,  dearly  show  what,  in  those  days, 
was  the  current  of  public  opinion.  It  was  in 
1808  that  Mr.  Jefferson  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
his  friend  Thomas  Leiper,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia, 
in  strong  terms,  spoke  of  bnUding  up  domestic 
manufactures,  as  the  "  true  republican  policy." 
He  said  it  was  the  design  and  policy  of  "  New 
England  federalists  "  to  continue  a  commercial 
people,  and  thna  keep  up  a  dependenca  on  for- 
eign nations  for  a  supply  of  manufactured  arti- 
cles. Vith  an  adroitness  peculiar  to  himself, 
he  Bonf^t  to  identify  the  opposition  to  hia  fa- 
vorite qrstem,  with  the  opposition  to  the  party 
of  which  he  was  the  head.  New  England  was 
then  suffering  under  the  restrictive  system  of 
the  General  Government,  which  bore  upon  her 
wiUi  peculiar  weight  and  severity.  Her  people 
were  necessarily  and  essentially  a  commercial 
and  navigating  people.  They  were  then  the 
stout  advocates  of  those  free  trade  principles 
which  the  national  legidation  afterwards  cora- 
peUed  thorn  to  give  up,  and  which  are  now 


proclaimed  to  be  so  essential  to  national  pros- 
perity in  a  region,  where,  then,  the  domestio 
policy  was  declared  to  be  the  sure  foundation 
of  public  prosperity  and  permanent  indepen- 
dence. Sir,  impartial  history  has  recorded  all 
these  matters,  and  they  will  stand  out  on  the 
future  page  as  subjects  of  curious  q>eoulation 
to  those  who  shall  come  after  us. 


TuBSDAT,  Januacy  16. 
DUtr&ution  of  8urplut  Sevattu. 

Kr.  Stewabt  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  and  moved  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table : 

Whereas  it  was  declared  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  his  message  at  the  opening 
of  the  first  session  of  the  twenty-first  Congress, 
that,  after  the  eztinc^m  of  the  public  deut.  It 
is  not  probable  that  any  adjustment  <ft  the 
tanS,  on  prin<^ples  satisfactory,  will,  nntil  a 
remote  period,  if  ever,  leave  the  Government 
without  a  considerable  surplus  in  the  treasury 
beyond  what  may  be  required  for  its  current 
services ;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  "  the  most 
safe,  just,  and  federal  disposition  that  could  be 
made  of  tho  surplus  revenue,  would  be  its 
apportionment  among  the  several  States,  ac- 
cording to  their  representation,"  which  recom- 
mendations have  been  since  reiterated  in  sub- 
sequent messages  from  the  same  high  source : 
And  whereas  the  President  has  congratulated 
Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session, 
upon  the  near  approach  of  the  period  referred 
to,  when  the  public  debt  will  be  entirely  extin- 
giushed,,  and  a  considerable  surplus  remain  In 
uietreasory;  therefore, 

Setolted^  That  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars 
(If  the  sur|4a8  revenue  ihall  amoaDt  to  so  much) 
shall  be  annailly  apportioned  among  the  sereni 
States,  according  to  their  repreaentatioa ;  one  moi- 
ety thereof  to  be  appropriated  to  works  of  improve* 
ment  of  a  DsUonal  character,  and  the  other  to  the 
purposes  of  general  education;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  be  Instructed  to  report 
a  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  WiLUB  moved  the  question  of  considera- 
tion, viz :  Will  the  House  now  consider  the 
resolution  ? 

Mr.  Stewart  sut^ested  to  the  gentieman  from 
Geoi^l^  that  the  resolution  might  be  sofibred 
to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr  Wilde  demanded  the  question  of  oonrid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Stewabt  inquired  of  the  Chair,  if  the 
refusal  now  to  consider  would  preclude  him 
from  moving  its  consideration  hereafter  ?  Being 
informed  that  it  would  not,  he  said  he  did  not 
wish  the  House  now  to  consider  the  resolution, 
but  that  at  some  future  day,  after  time  had  been 
afforded  to  examine  it,  he  would  move  for  the 
consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  WiLDB  said  that,  in  a  crius  like  the  pres- 
ent, he  could  not  withdraw  his  motion,  tibough 
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he  regretted  not  being  able  to  oomplj  with  the 
request  of  the  gentleman  from  PemuyTania. 

The  qneatioDofconaderation  was  decided  hj 
—Yeas  48,  nays  111. 

The  Tariff  Bilt^Sedvction  qf  Dutm, 

Hr.  Ohoate,  of  Hassabhoaetta^  addreesed  the 

oommittee  as  follows : 

It  would  be  mere  affectation  in  me,  sir,  to 
pretend  not  to  see  that  this  bill  is  introduced 
because  South  Carolina  has,  prospectivelj,  nnl- 
lified  the  law  which  we  made  in  pari  materia, 
fire  months  ago.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  WajB  and  Means  does  not,  to  be  snre, 
asy  this  in  his  speech,  or  in  his  report;  but 
there  is  not  a  man,  woman,  or  ohud,  in  the 
United  States,  who  does  not  Know  it,  and  who 
woold  not  lan^  in  jovx  face  to  hear  the  con- 
trary asserted.  Why,  sir,  npon  the  apparent 
cironmstances,  who  can  doubt  about  it  The 
tanff  of  the  last  session,  whatever  else  might  be 
said  against  or  for  it,  was  no  very  hasty  pieC'd 
of  legislation.  A  committee  of  this  House, 
constituted  for  that  very  pnrpose,  were  three 
months  in  framing  that  bill  which  was  its 
groundwork.  In  one  form  and  in  one  stage  or 
another,  the  bill  was  pending  before  as  two  or 
three  months  longer.  It  was  under  actual  dis- 
cussion more,  I  believe,  than  one.  The  public 
attention  had  been  reoentiy  veir  much  arawn 
to  the  subject.  Conventions  had  been  holden ; 
memorials  had  been  composed ;  and  a  vast  body 
of  fact  and  argument  had  been  famished  to  us 
by  the  sections  and  interests  most  opposed  and 
most  sensitiTQ  upon  this  policy.  After  all  this, 
the  bill  passed  with  a  sorpridng  unanimity 
through  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  I  can- 
not say  that  it  has  not  been  pretty  well  received 
by  the  people.  Certainly,  the  administration 
presses  have  unceadngly  declared  that  it  had 
the  approval  of  all  but  t^e  ultras  on  both  sides ; 
the  manufiuiturers  and  the  noUifiers. 

That  tariff  has  not  yet  gone  into  operation. 
How  it  may  work,  therefore,  how  much  rev- 
enue it  may  yield,  what  effect  it  may  prodnce 
upon  pric^  commerce,  mannfactores,  or  the 
agrioultnrea  of  the  South,  how  far  it  may  ap- 
prove itself  apon  a  full  experiment  to  the  judg- 
ment of  onr  constitnents,  the  American  people, 
upon  all  these  matters,  yoa  know  ahsolately 
nothing  which  you  did  not  know  when  you  set 
your  hands  to  it.  WiHtont  the  ezaminaUon  of 
a  single  witness,  without  the  reading  or  presen- 
tation of  a  single  memorial,  without  a  particle 
of  new  information^  whether  of  fact  or  science, 
on  the  merits  of  this  business  as  a  question  of 
finance  or  political  economy,  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  hare  struck  out  at  a  heat  in 
three  weekL  a  new  tariff,  departing  ftmdamen- 
tally  from  the  proviiions  of  tiie  last,  and  over- 
taming  not  formally,  I  concede  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Exnitoh,)  who  had  jost  re- 
sumed bis  seat,  but  substiuitially  overtoming 
the  American  protective  system. 

Sir,  I  repeat  it,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
donbt  the  motive  or  ol;j60t  of  this  proceeding 
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anezampled  in  our  l^slati<»i.  Do  not  deceive 
yonrsdves  by  sopposmg  that  the  country  and 
the  world  also  wul  not  see  dear  through  it. 
Let  us  not  shun  a  isXr  responsibility  on  this 
great  occasion.  Why  not  avow  it  at  once,  and 
put  yourselves  thereupon  on  the  country.  South 
Carolina  has  nullified  your  tariffs ;  and  there- 
fore you  repeal  them.  You  suppress  nullifi- 
cation, and  take  a  statesmanlike  pledge  and 
guarantee  against  any  future  recurrence  by  any 
other  State  to  that  happy  expedient,  by  just 
promptly  granting,  the  first  time  you  have  a 
chance  to  act  on  it,  all  that  it  demands. 

But,  sir,  I  shall  consume  no  time  in  complain- 
ing of  the  oommittee  for  having  cast  the  eon- 
sideration  of  this  subject  agun  on  this  Oonpcss. 
If  we  can  make  a  better  tariff  than  the  last,  or 
rather  if  we  can  make  a  really  permanent  and 
good  one,  without  the  neglect  of  weightier 
matters,  I  do  not  tiiink  the  attitude  of  Soudi 
Carolina  alone  ought  to  prevent  our  doing  so. 
While  I  hold  undoubtedly  that  onr  main  and 
first  business  -at  this  session  is,  to  provide  for 
effectually  enforcing  the  law,  if  in  that  behalf 
there  is  any  thing  for  the  Legislature  to  do,  I 
could  wish  to  improve  the  law  also,  if  it  re- 
quires to  be,  and  can  be  improved. 

But  this  bill  is  no  improvement  of  the  law. 
Come  what  may,  I  shall  not  assent  to  it.  Some 
of  theptindpks  it  proceeds  on  are  well  enoiu^; 
some  of  the  ends  it  ae^  not  undesirable.  Bat 
the  honorable  chfurman  will  pardon  me  if  I 
say  that,  as  a  whole,  it  is  a  great  deal  too  rash, 
partisl,  and  revolutionary.  He  will  pardon  me 
if  I  sa^  I  see  on  it  some  marks  of  the  unwise 
precipitation  of  fear,  and  some  of  the  still  more 
offensive  marks  of  political  calcnlation  and  com- 
bination. Instead,  however,  sir,  of  attempUng 
to  dissect  it  minutely,  and  to  display  its  objec- 
tionable detdls,  I  have  risen  only  to  suggest 
some  more  general  grounds  on  which  I  oppose 
it,  and  on  which  perhaps  the  expediency  of 
pasi^g  even  a  far  better  bill  than  this  in  the 
circum  stances,  may  well  be  queationed. 

There  is  one  Tiev  of  thU  great  snl^eot  of  the 
tari£^  in  its  relation  to  the  times  we  are  ap- 
proaching, in  which  the  importance  of  very  d!e- 
liberate  action  on  it,  upon  the  part  of  the  Nar 
tional  Lcfpalatare,  is  quite  striung,  I  cannot 
hope  to  impress  it  <ni  othws  as  it  ^  presented 
itself  to  my  own  mind. 

We  have  reached  the  time,  or  rather  we  are 
within  a  year  or  two  of  the  time,  when  it  will 
become  necessuy  to  meet  and  settle  a  question 
in  some  sense  new ;  a  question  involving  ^e 
fate  of  our  existing  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, and  perhaps  the  fate  of  American  man- 
u&otiuing  enterprise.  The  question  is  this: 
Can  tiie  tariff  be  so  arranged,  that  it  shall  pro- 
duce no  more  revenue  wan  the  wants  of  a 
Qovemment  out  of  debt  and  wisely  adminis- 
tered, indispensably  demand ;  shall  inoidentaUy 
l^ve  effbctual  protection  to  capital  now  invested 
m  manufactures,  and  shall,  at  the  same  time, 
work  no  sectional  injustice  to  the  planting 
States.  Such  a  tariff  alone  can  be  maintained 
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in  this  ooontry.  Snch  a  tariff)  by  the  blessing 
oi  proridence,  can  be  maintained.  Bach  an  one 
can  be  framed ;  bnt  time,  and  an  opportunity 
of  calm,  tborongh,  nnterrified  deliberation,  are 
indispensable  to  &  work  bo  great,  and  heuirig, 
and  difficult. 

The  first  reqnistte  of  a  tariff,  which  shall  meet 
the  exigency  of  the  times  is,  that  it  brinsa  down 
the  revenne  "to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment.'*  A  Tery  few  words  only  n^on  this : 

I  consider  it  to  be  the  settled  opinion  of  the 
ooantiy,  tiiat  the  national  reremie  ought  to  be 
restricted  to,  and  measured  by,  the  necessary 
annaal  expenditure  of  the  Government,  oat  of 
debt,  and  economically  administered.  The  pub- 
lic demand  is,  I  think,  tliat  the  tariff  be  bo  con- 
structed as  to  yield  that  amouot  of  revenue,  and 
no  more ;  and  if  the  tariff  of  the  last  session 
shall  be  found,  on  a  full  experiment,  to  yield 
more  than  that,  sooner  or  later  it  most,  of 
coarse,  be  altered.  In  other  words,  if  fifteen 
millions  a  year  will  administer  the  Govern- 
ment, fifteen  millions  are  all  whidi  we  can  per- 
manently collect  from  imposts. 

The  bill  under  eonsideraticm  professes  to  be 
an  attempt  to  bring  down  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  Govemmoit ;  and,  so  fiv,  I  hare 
nothing  to  object  to  it.  How  for  it  may  effect 
its  object,  or  how  far  it  may  go  beyond  its  ob- 
ject, u  another  qaesUon.  It  assumes  farther, 
that  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  will  satisfy  the 
annual  wants  of  the  Government.  Upon  this^ 
too,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  But  it  farther  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  supposition,  that,  of  this  sum, 
two  millions  and  a  naif  will  be  supplied  by  the 
sales  of  the  pnblio  lands,  and  the  other  twelve 
millions  and  a  h^f  by  the  imposts.  I  submit  to 
the  committee,  sir,  that  the  imposts  ought  to 
be  made  to  contribute  from  the  first,  the  whole 
fifteen  miUions,  or  whatever  be  the  sum  whic^ 
jon  dedde  to  raise. 

Bnt  tiiere  Is  a  deeper  ol^ection  to  the  bilL 
Assnming,  nr,  that  a  tariff  is  to  be  constmcted 
which  a£all  supply  from  ipposts  the  whole 
patio"pJ  revenue,  and  no  more  than  you  need 
ibr'revennet  then  the  great  question  is  this: 
Can  the  principle  of  an  effectual  protection  of 
the  ensting  manu&cturiog  establishments  be 
embodied  incidentally  in  such  a  tariff,  without 
injustice  to  the  planting  States  ?  Sir,  I  believe 
that  it  can ;  and  I  am  wholly  against  this  bill 
because  it  makes  no  attempt  to  do  it 

LooIe  into  this  hill,  and  say  if  these  rates  of 
duties  are  sufficient  for  tbepreservation  of  your 
leading  manufactures?  Why,  this  House  has 
condnded  the  question.  Ton  have  framed,  this 
very  assembly  has  once  already  framed,  a  tariff 
of  TOOteetion.  Tes,  sir,  the  law  of  the  last 
semon,  enacted  after  a  series  of  investigations  of 
unexampled  minuteness  and  toil,  is  the  deliber- 
ate, recorded,  promulgated  judgment  of  the 
whole  National  Le^slature,  that  the  duties  in 
that  law  are  indispensable  to  the  adequate  pro- 
tection of  your  investments  in  manufactures. 

Now  is  there  a  particle  of  new  evidence,  is 
tiiere  one  ^gle  argument  good  or  bad,  (M  or 
Vob  XIL-10 
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new,  is  there  so  much  as  a  suggestion  from  any 
quarter  of  this  House,  that,  on  point  of  neces- 
sity of  that  degree  of  protection  which  you  de- 
cided to  give  last  summer,  your  judgment  was 
erroneous  t  So  erroneous  that  you  may  now 
take  off  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  that  protection 
without  fbar  of  the  consequences  t  Sir,  we 
know  there  is  nothing.  This  bill  is  not  put 
forward  as  a  protecting  tariff.  The  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  has  not 
s^d  m  this  fioor,  or  in  his  report,  and  will  not 
say  that  he  believes  this  rate  of  protection  is 
enough.  He  does  not  press  the  measure  upon 
you  on  that  ground.  He  ai^es  that  it  will  re- 
duce the  revenue  to  twelve  and  a  half  millions, 
and  he  claims  no  more  for  it  Ko  verbal  or 
written  testimony  bas  been  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  none  is  furnished  to  the  House. 
Some  manuscripts  of  matter  purporting  to  be 
answers  of  manufacturers  to  the  interrogatories 
of  agents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  are 
said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  public  pnnter ; 
but  nobody  knows  their  contents,  or  attaches 
any  sort  of  importance  to  them. 

I  have  heard,  in  convmatiou,  that  the  tariff 
of  1816  gave  adequate  protection,  uid  that  this 
bill  is  a  return  to  that  tariff.  IM  we  not  know 
last  summer  what  protection  the  law  of  1816 
^ave,  and  did  we  not  pronounce  it  to  be  wholly 
inadequate  t  Besides,  sir,  this  bill  is  not  a  re- 
turn to  the  provisions  of  that  law.  If  that 
were  intended,  why  are  the  duties  on  iron  car- 
ried so  much  higher?  Do  you  say  that  the 
manufactures  of  iron  are  essential  to  the  de- 
fence of  the  nation  in  time  of  war,  and,  there- 
fore, deserve  to  be  protected  ?  Very  well ;  but 
this  plainly  admits  that  the  law  of  1816  does 
not  wffbrd  the  desired  protection.  And  again ; 
if  you  take  that  tariff  for  your  standud,  why 
do  yon  withdraw  from  the  manufacturers  of 
woolly  and  cottons,  the  protection  of  which 
tiiey  enjoyed  under  it  ?  Ko,  rir,  I  i&all  not  ad- 
mit against  your  vote  of  five  months  ago,  that 
these  duties  will  sustun  any  great  branch  of 
the  national  manufactures.  I  am  estopped  by 
the  record,  and  bow,  as  I  oughtv  to  your  own 
authority.  I  must  take  It  for  this  disoussion, 
without  pausing  to  collate  this  hill  with  former 
tariffs,  item  by  item,  and  without  attempting 
to  calcnlate  the  exact  rate  per  cent  of  the  pro- 
posed reduction,  that  the  measure  goes  in  its 
inevitable,  and  not  very  remote  effect,  to  dis- 
turb and  derange  the  whole  manufacturing  en- 
terprise of  the  country,  and  particularly  to 
broak  down  the  great  body  of  the  establish- 
ments of  New  Ennand. 

Zs  there  any  tning  in  the  oinnmutanoes  of 
the  time  which  makes  all  this  necessary  ?  Sir, 
I  cannot  believe  it  I  believe  you  may  con- 
struct a  tariff  which  shall  yield  fifteen  millions 
of  revenue ;  effectually  protect  domestic  man- 
ufacture ;  and  do  injustice  to  no  portion  of  the 
country.  This  is  the  great  problem  now  pro- 
posed to  the  wisdom  of  Congress.  I  beg  leave, 
'sir,  to  say  a  few  words  only  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  such  a  tariff  may  be  nuue,  bat 
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that  perhafts  new  investigations,  perhaps  new 
modes  of  inquiry  on  tlie  part  of  GoTerament 
are  necessary  to  an  object  so  important  and  so 
diffioolt. 

Z  confess,  sir,  it  is  not  until  Tdry  recently  I 
haTe  aoppoaed  that  a  tariff  prodaolag  ao  much 
nveane  only  as  the  waats  ra  Qovernment  year 
by  year  demand,  woold  be  reeisted  by  the 
Bonth,  merely  becaiue  it  aongbt  to  nnite  vith 
itsmiun  object  of  revenae,  in  its  selection  of 
articles,  and  its  distribation  of  daties,  the  pro- 
teotion  of  domestic  industry.  We  have  heard 
much  abont  the  burden  of  annecessary  taxation ; 
ag^nst  wastefol  and  corrupt  expenditures  of 
public  money ;  against  plundering  the  people 
Tith  one  hand,  and  dealing  out  the  spoils  here 
and  there,  to  this  portion  of  them  and  that, 
with  the  other.  These  topics  are  familiar 
enougli  in  our  discussions  here  and  elsewhere ; 
but  uiat  which  has  been  somewhat  technically 
ealled  inndental  protectum^  I  thon^t  had  been 
qiared  this  general  dennndatlon.  I  had  snp- 
poaed  the  sentiments  ascribed  the  other  day  by 
we  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Ifr.  Inobbsoll) 
to  a  distingnished  Vir^man,  (Mr.  Bibbovb,) 
enressed  the  prerailing  Sonthern  opinion  on 
this  subject.  When  the  tariff  was  made  hona 
jSde  for  revenue,  where  it  was  so  ft-smed  as  to 
produce  no  more  than  the  necessary  revenue 
for  an  economical  administration  of  a  Govern- 
ment out  of  debt;  where,  in  its  "gross  and 
eoope,"  as  a  whole,  acting  as  one  tax  on  one 
people,  it  drew  firom  titem  only  the  proper 
amonnt  at  tax,  I  had  iropposed,  sb>,  that  each  a 
tariff  would  not  be  objeOCed  to,  merely  because 
in  its  details  it  fiaTorably  regarded  the  interests 
of  American  mann&otnrea.  One  thing  is  oer- 
tun :  the  constitutional  oompetence  of  Oongress 
to  make  such  a  tariff  has  hiu^ly  been  ques- 
tioned, I  believe,  by  those  who  have  questioned 
every  thing  else.  In  the  address  of  the  con- 
vention of  the  friends  of  free  trade,  put  forth  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1891,  I  find  these 
passages.  They  oocur  in  the  midst  of  a  re^lar 
argument  agfunst  the  substantive  constitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  make  a  protecting  tariff. 
''They  admit  the  power  of  Oongress  to  lay  and 
oolleot  such  duties  as  they  deem  necessary  for 
the  porpose  of  revenue;  and,  within  Hiose 
limits,  Bo  to  arrange  these  duties  as  inddentally, 
and  to  that  extent,  to  ^ve  protection  to  the 
mann&cturer. 

"  They  deny  the  right  to  convert  what  they 
denominate  the  incidental  into  the  principal 
power,  and,  transcending  the  limits  of  revenne, 
to  impose  an  additional  duty,  substantially  and 
exolomvely  for  the  purpose  of  affording  that 
proteotion." 

The  writer  of  an  article  in  the  Southern 
Beview,  published  in  August,  1830,  a  writer 
who,  with  zeal  and  talent  maintains  the  doc- 
trines of  nullification,  and  the  want  of  oonstitn- 
tionai  power  to  make  a  tariff  of  protection, 
■ays:  South  Carolina  has  nevw  contended 
that,  in  pursuing  b<ma  fide  the  l^itimate  otyeoi 
of  revenue,  a  bul  for  this  purpose  may  not  be 
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arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  incidentally  to 
benefit  the  domestic  industry  of  the  country." 

Sir,  I  agree  that  there  is  some  ambiguity  in 
tills  language ;  but  it  seems  to  me  to  admit,  in 
the  broadest  terms,  our  constitutional  power  to 
make  just  such  a  tariff  as  the  times  demand ;  a 
tariff  yielding  just  enougli,  and  no  more,  to  the 
treasury,  yet  so  taxing,  and  so  exempting  from 
tax  articles  imported,  as  effectually  to  protect 
the  manufacturing  capital  and  labor  of  the 
country. 

But,  sir,  we  know  now  that  our  friends  of 
the  planting  States  take  stronger  ground.  They 
now  say  that,  even  if  the  tariff  produce  only 
the  necessary  amount  of  revenue,  it  cannot  be 
BO  constimcted  as  to  protect  manufactures,  ao- 
cording  to  the  Northern  opinions  on  the  reqoi- 
site  d^ree  of  protection,  without  iigustice  to 
the  South.  Such  a  tariff  will  admit  some  im- 
ports free  of  duty ;  it  will  tax  some  heavily, 
otiiers  lightly ;  and  this  *'  arrangement  of  da- 
ties  "  must,  as  they  alleae,  from  the  habits  of 
consumption  and  of  production,  peculiar  to  the 
planting  States,  act  with  a  sectional  iojustioe 
ud  hardship  on  them. 

Now  this  allegation  of  the  South  presents  a 
question  of  fact  of  great  interest.  It  has  been 
discussed  at  former  sessions  of  Congress,  with 
eminent  ability  on  this  fioor.  It  is  Uie  turning 
point  of  tbe  controversy  whidi  threatens,  not 
to  rend  these  States  asunder,  that  is  aa  absurd 
apprehension,  but  which  threatens  to  prostrate 
every  manufacturing  establishment  in  the  coun- 
try. I  do  not  s^  that  it  is  cspable  of  being 
conclusively  determined.  Perh^  it  is  a  prob- 
lem wMch  must  forever  baffle  all  attempts  at 
solution.  But,  dr,  before  this  Government  shaU 
take  for  granted  this  strong  and  no  donbt  sin- 
cere assertion  of  its  Southern  citizens ;  before 
it  shall  doom  to  destruction  the  vast  interests 
which  itself  has  wanned  into  life,  upon  the 
supposition  that  it  can  protect  them  no  longer 
without  injustice  to  others,  I  submit  that  some- 
thing ought  to  be  .done  by  the  Government,  as 
a  Government,  throufj^  some  department,  or 
committee,  or  board  of  commissioners,  to  setUe 
this  question  of  fact.  It  would  be  a  reproach 
to  politics,  to  legislation,  to  science,  if  it  oould 
not  be  settled  by  a  proper  course  of  inqniry, 
with  some  approximation  to  moral  certainty. 
I  know,  Indeed,  sometMng  of  the  obstacles 
which  tiie  passions  put  in  ^e  wajr  of  the  par* 
suit  of  truth.  Perhaps  Hobbes,  if  it  was  he, 
was  not  BO  far  in  the  wron^  when  be  s^d  "  that, 
if  their  interests  required  it,  people  would  deny 
that  two  and  two  make  four."  But,  sir,  "  diffi- 
culty is  good  for  man."  We  are  fast  approach- 
ing a  real  crisis  tn  the  history  of  our  manufac- 
tures. We  are  told  we  can  no  longer  protect 
them,  and  do  justice  to  the  South,  even  if  here- 
tofore that  was  practicable.  We  cannot  put 
this  question  aside ;  we  must  meet  it ;  and  it 
involves  the  most  momentous  domestic  contro- 
versy which  this  coantn--wa8  ever  en«^^  in. 
Sir,  the  position  I  take  is  this :  that  tus  Hoose 
is  not  prepared  to  admit— 4annot^  as  a  nutter 
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of  jDstice,  and  ezpedieoey,  and  honor,  admit, 
wiuoat  more  inqairy,  that  a  tariff,  prodacing 
fifteen  millions  of  revenae,  and  effectoally  pro- 
tecting d<»neaUo  mannfactnrea,  will  operate 
with  an;^  pecnliar  and  sectional  injustice  and 
Beveritj  on  the  planting  States. 

In  the  first  place,  before  we  venture  agunst 
onr  recorded  acts  of  the  last  session  to  tabe  a 
matter  of  so  mach  importance  for  granted,  I 
a&y  we  ought  to  have  before  as  for  inspection, 
the  project  of  a  bill  yielding  fifteen  millions, 
and  BO  framed  as  to  protect  murafutares.  No 
BQch  bill  was  ever  aatunitted  to  thia  Congress. 
This,  from  the  Waya  and  Means,  tbat  commit- 
tee teU  ns,  will  produce  twelve  and  a  hidf  mil- 
lions only,  and  it  makes  no  attempt  towards 
effectual  protection.  The  tariff  of  last  sesrion, 
it  is  said,  will  produce  twenty  millions.  What 
we  ooght  to  have,  from  some  committee  or  some 
department,  for  analysis,  is  a  tariff,  pnt  together 
by  express  tnstmction  of  this  Honae  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  raise  a  revenue  of  fifteen  millions, 
without  injury  to  existing  investments ;  and,  as 
far  as  practicable,  without  injnstice  to  any 
distinct  section  of  conntry.  Tlien,  sir,  there 
wonid  be  something  definite  to  act  upon ;  tJiere 
would  then  be  a  ^>ecdfio  planof  taxation  before 
yon,  nnder  which  some  imports  wonld  be  tno ; 
some  lightly  and  some  heavily  bordened ;  the 
articles  wonld  be  ennmerated  and  tlie  rates 
fixed.  We  should  know  then  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  the  problem  to  be  solved.  We 
could  then  snbject  the  planting  States  to  a  mi- 
nute comparison  with  other  States,  in  regard 
to  their  habits  of  consumption  and  production, 
with  reference  to  a  given  scheme  of  finance. 
The  question  then  would  be,  taking  into  account 
tiie  diaracter  of  the  consumption  and  produc- 
tion which  distinguish  the  two  great  divisions 
of  the  conntry,  wmch  of  them,  mider  this  pre- 
cise scale  of  duties  will  feel  the  heaviest  har- 
den, or  will  it  fiill  in  jnst  proportion  on  each  1 
I  repeat,  sir,  the  first  step  towards  a  proper 
trial  of  the  question  invulved  in  the  represen- 
tation of  the  South,  would  seem  to  me  to  be  to 
<all  on  the  Committee  of  Manufactures,  or  of 
Ways  and  Means,  for  a  bill  of  this  character. 
Until  we  can  see,  and  can  dissect  such  an  one,  I 
riiall  not  admit,  in  deference  to  any  abstract  rea- 
sonings, however  ingenious  *,  to  any  declamation, 
however  eloquent ;  to  any  complunts,  however 
loud  or  general ;  that  it  may  not  he  made  to 
unite  all  the  three  requisites  which  must  meet 
in  a  just  popular,  and  permanent  tariff ;  that 
!b,  that  it  oringB  no  snrplus  into  the  treasury, 
encoarage  and  save  mannfiwtniing  investmenta, 
and  do  no  local  wrong  to  the  South. 

Bnt,  Mr,  without  wdting  for  the  project  of 
auch  a  tariff,  we  know,  to  some  extent  what  it 
must  be ;  we  know,  in  general,  that  it  will  lay 
a  heavier  duty  on  articles  coming  in  competi- 
tion with  our  domestic  manufactures;  and  a 
lighter  duty,  if  any,  on  articles  not  coming  into 
competition  with  them,  than  the  average  of  a 
mere  uniform  ad  valorem  revenue  duty.  And, 
now,  ia  this  House  prepared  to  admit,  without 
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'  more  mquiry,  that  snoh  a  distribution  of  duties 
works  any  sectional  wrong  to  the  plantiiur 
States!  r  -» 

In  considering  this  question,  let  the  tariif 
first  be  regarded  as  a  great  indirect  tax  OQ 
consumption  pud  by  consumers.  I  know  that 
this  view  of  the  tariff  is  narrow  and  inade- 
quate ;  it  is,  however,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
true  view  of  it,  so  far  as  you  look  to  the  burdens 
only  which  it  imposes.  It  is  a  law  laying 
taxes  on  consumption,  which  are  paid  con- 
sinners.  Hie  question  is,  do  these  tazea  nil  di^ 
proportionately  on  the  South  f 

In  this  way  of  oraridering  the  aoliject,  the 
only  gronnd  on  which  the  alleged  Inequality 
of  this  tax,  in  its  operation  on  the  planting 
States,  can  \»  made  ont,  is  this :  that  those 
States  consume  a  larger  valoe  of  imported  arti- 
cles paying  heavy  duties  under  such  a  discrim- 
inating tanfi^  in  proportion  to  their  whole  con- 
snmption  or  ability,  than  the  other  States;  that 
they  consume  a  lat^r  value  of  imported  sngar, 
woollen  dothj  cotton  cloth,  articles  and  mate- 
rials of  occasional  and  extra  dress,  household 
famitnr&  mechanic  tools,  iron,  steel,  hemp, 
flaZj  cordage,  chain  cables,  sail  cloth,  oil  and 
^eiDg  m^eriala,  and  tiie  like,  in  proportion  to 
their  whole  cmisnmption,  than  ilie  other  States. 
Now,  do  the  planting  States,  in  point  of  fact, 
consume  a  larger  amount  of  snch  artiolM  than 
the  rest  of  the  Union,  according  to  their  abilitjf 
Sir,  I  utterly  deny  it.  I  assert  the  direct  con- 
trary. I  tender  an  issue,  and  remeotftilly  {Hray 
that  the  same  may  be  inquired  mhj  tiie  omm- 
ti7. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  it  has  been  alleged  on 
this  floor  that  the  planting  States  do  not  now, 
and  never  did,  consume  so  large  a  value  of  all 
imported  dutiable  goods,  in  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  as  the  outer  States,  In  partaeular,  I 
recollect,  that  the  gentieman  from  Bnode  Idaid, 
(Mr.  BnBois,)  in  bis  able  speech  at  the  last  see- 
non,  took  thia  position  very  strongly.  In  the 
resolntions  which  he  hud  some  days  since  on 
your  table,  he  reasserts  this  position.  He  UAA 
na  that  the  records  of  the  treasury  and  custom- 
houses will  suetMn  him  in  it  They  will  show 
yon,  or  rather  you  may  collect  from  them, 
with  reasonable  certainty,  tiie  whose  value  of 
imported  dutiable  goods  consumed  year  by 
year  in  the  whole  country,  and  the  value  of 
those  consumed  in  the  Southern  States ;  the 
whole  amount  of  duties  collected  on  them  all, 
and  the  amount  oolleoted  on  the  portion  ocm- 
sumed  in  the  Southern  States.  The  result  of 
tiie  examination  will  be,  that  the  complaining 
States  have  never  pMd,  from  the  organization 
of  the  Government  to  this  day,  an  amount  (tf 
the  indirect  taxes  which  have  mainly  borne  the 
entire  national  expenditure,  in  just  proportion 
to  their  numbers,  their  whole  consumption,  end 
their  general  ability. 

Sir,  if  the  fact  be  so,  it  is  a  most  important 
one.  If  it  be  so,  that  under  no  tariff,  at  no 
time,  those  States  have  paid  a  fair,  oonstita- 
tional  proportion  (tf  tax,  u  it  oertaintbat  under 
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a  proteoting  tariff  Of  fifteeD  millioiu,  they  will 
pay  more  than  tbeir  proportion?  la  wis  so 
oertiua  that  yon  will  talce  it  for  granted,  with- 
oat  inqniry,  and  withont  trial,  and  prostrate 
your  manafactures  on  the  assnmption  f 

Sir,  in  this  view,  tiie  resolntioos  for  inquiry 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Bhode  Island, 
seem  to  me  eminently  reasonable  and  proper. 
I  submit  that  we  should  immediately  coll  ont 
an  the  evidence  to  this  point  contuoed  in  the 
treasury  and  custom-houses;  and,  in  the  ab- 
aenoe  of  that  higher  proof,  I  shall  hold  that  the 
gentlemw  has  truly  stated  to  ns  tbe  result  of  it. 

I  have  thna  &r  been  considering  tbe  tariff  as 
an  indireot  tax  on  oonsumption,  paid  by  the  con- 
mmers  of  imported  dutiable  goods.  In  that  way 
c^oonaideringittlnerer  coald  comprehend  tbe 
Southern  sectional  olfaction  to  it.  Togive  color 
to  tiiat  objection,  it  should  be  shown  that  the 
States  which  urge  it,  consume  a  larger  value  of 
imports  paying  the  heavy  rates  of  duty,  in  pro- 
porUon  to  their  whole  consumption,  whicu  is 
always  in  proportion  to  ability,  than  the  other 
States.  Not  a  tittle  of  evidence,  in  proof  of 
this  position,  was  ever  offered  to  this  or  any 
other  Congress,  The  presumptions  are  all  the 
other  wqr ;  we  atteriy  deny  the  position,  and 
offer  to  unite  in  any  mode  oiioquiry  which  oan 
be  anggeated  to  aawrt^  ita  truth  or  &laehood. 

It  is  aometimea  s^dd,  that  the  oonsomer 
in  llie  planting  St^s  pays  a  tax  to  the  Korth- 
txn  mannfiactarer.  This,  like  all  violently  met- 
aphorical and  incorrect  langpaga,  is  calculated 
to  mislead  the  mind.  It  may  be  honestly,  bnt 
never  can  be  safely  employed  in  any  reasoning. 
Closely  somtinized,  it  means  nothing,  or  nodi- 
ing  to  this  purpose.  It  means  only  that  he  who 
(instead  of  buying  a  foreign  article,  paying  the 
price,  and  reimbursing  tbe  duty)  buys  a  domes- 
tic article,  pays  a  price  perhaps  somewhat  en- 
hanced, perb^  not  at  all  so,  by  the  oirounl- 
stance  that  the  Impcwted  &brio  is  charged  wiUi 
a  duty.  It  is  delaaive  and  ndsohlevooa  to  call 
this  tiie  payment  of  a  tax.  The  artide  baa  never 
borne  (me;  tbe  vender  paid  ntme;  the  buyer 
reimbursed  none.  So  far  from  thia,  he  who 
BttbEttitutes  the  domestic  for  the  foreign  fabric, 
pro  tanto,  evades  the  tax.  If,  then,  you  buy  of 
the  Northern  manufacturer,  yon  diminish  your 
eontribotion  to  the  public  burden;  if  you  buy 
nothing  of  him,  you  still  pay  no  more  than 
your  snare.  On  what  ground,  then,  do  you 
oomplun  of  a  protecting  tariff  as  an  indirect 
tax  !  Ton  demand,  instead  of  it,  a  tariff  laying 
an  nniform  ad  valorem  duty  on  all  imports. 
Wellf  why  f  Ton  see  that  you  do  not  now  con- 
tribute Toan  than  your  proportion  of  indireot 
tax  to  the  federal  treasoiy.  Would  yon  con- 
tribute less? 

Do  yon  say,  however,  that  the  Son^em  con- 
sumer of  domestic  manufaotnres  pays  to  the 
manufacturer  a  price  enhanced  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  duties  on  the  similar  imported  manu&o- 
ture ;  and  that  he  thus  bears  a  burden,  though 
he  does  not  p^  a  tax  >  I  aosww,  first,  that  if 
the  price  ii  so  enhanoed,  it  i«  enhanoed  as  well 


[JaHVAKT,  1838. 

to  the  Northern  as  to  the  Sonthem  consumer; 
there  ia  nothing  aeotitmal  in  the  alleged  griev> 
ance.  I  say,  further,  that  aU  the  leading  Amer- 
ican manufactures  are,  all  things  considered, 
rapidly  and  snccessfnlly  establishing  themsdves ; 
that  toe  time  is  speedily  coming  when  a  pro- 
tecting duty  will  be  unnecessary,  or  rather  will 
not  be  felt  at  all  by  the  consumer  in  the  {nice 
of  articles ;  and  that,  therefore,  within  the  sen- 
sible and  temperate  doctrine  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  and  even  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  as  expressed 
in  the  manorial  of  the  free  trade  convention, 
presented  to  this  C<mgre8s  at  ita  last  aearion,  the 
present  temp<nranrinooaTenienoB  ongfat  to  be  nil>*  . 
mittod  to  1^  the  Individoal,  for  the  sake  of  that 
ultimate  and  certiun  compensation,  a  diversified, 
vigorooa,  and  national  maaufaoturing  indnaUy. 

I  submit,  therefore,  sir,  upon  the  whole^  that 
we  diould  not  pass  this  bill,  beoaoae  it  as- 
sumes that  a  tariff  producing  only  the  neces- 
sary revenue,  cannot  be  constructed  to  give  ef- 
fectual  protection  to  manufactures  withont  in- 
justice to  the  South ;  a  position  which  I  deny ; 
and  which,  let  me  say,  we  cannot  admit  consist- 
,  ently  with  onr  own  solemn  re^nsibilities  to 
:  our  constituents,  to  the  nation,  to  that  tribunal 
"  at  whidi  nations  thenuelves  moat  one  d^ 
answer." 

Ur.  Cbiunnan :  There  is  one  mm  general 
reason  why  this  House  shonid  not  now  mss 
this  bilL  or  any  bill  at  all  resembling  it.  That 
is  a  fbtally  bad  measure  in  itself  that  it  disturbs 
and  endu^rs  all  the  manufacturing  invest- 
ments of  the  country,  and  sacrifices  espedally 
tiiose  of  New  England,  lliis,  air,  indeed,  is 
enough  to  decide  my  vote.  But  if  it  were  not 
quite  so  palpably  and  rai^cally  bad,  I  should 
hope  it  would  be  promptiy  rejected.  Sir,  tbe 
actual  motives  on  wnich  gendeman  will 
perform  the  duty  which  this  occasion  devolves 
on  them,  will  be  various  and  secr^  and  all 
deserving  respect  By  me  they  shall  not  be 
impeached  or  mieationed.  Some,  undoubtedly, 
win  vote  for  Uie  Inll  upon  a  ooadstent  and 
avowed  and  settled  hostility  to  the  protective 
^stem.  Some,  perhaps,  because  their  interests 
are  spared,  and  those  only  of  their  nei^bors 
and  allies  are  sacrified.  Some,  again,  upon  an 
honest  apprehension  for  the  integrity  of  the 
Union.  But,  sir,  the  country,  history,  will  stamp 
this  proceeding  as  a  concesuw  to  the  sover- 
eignty of  Souu  Carolina. 

There  is  but  one  ground  on  which  you  oan 
account  for  the  vote  you  give  for  this  bill,  and 
it  is,  that  South  Carolina,  has  nullified  every 
existing  tariff.  But  you  deny  her  ri^t  to  nul- 
lify the  law ;  and  you  agree  with  the  President; 
you  agree  with  the  people  speaking  through 
their  K>cai  Governments,  their  primary  aaaon- 
bltes,  and  the  press,  as  with  a  voice  of  thunder, 
that  she  mast  admit,  though  she  were  tbe  fidr- 
est  and  dearest  of  the  whole  sisterhood  of  the 
States.  Too  propose,  then,  to  abandon  a  policy, 
sixteen,  or  rather  forty  years  old ;  sanctioned 
by  every  President  and  every  Coogrees ;  by  the 
icqidescenoe  of  a  large  oonatituuonalmitJority 
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of  the  people ;  by  a  long,  splendid,  and  robnst 
ntttioDd  prosperity;  a  policy  to  which,  five 
months  ago,  yon  gave  yuar  sanction ;  to  aban- 
don it  vithoat  inqnii;,  without  instniotioQ  tcmn 
jonr  oonadtnents,  yet  agunat  their  Imown  in- 
terests Mid  presumed  wul ;  to  abandon  it,  not  to 
justice,  for  yoa  do  not  believe  that  Joatice  de- 
mands it;  not  in  deference  to  the  opposition  of 
a  respectable  constitntional  minority,  for  that 
yon  hare  all  along  thought  it  yonr  daty  to  dia- 
regard ;  but  in  deference  to  this  strange,  half- 
peaceable,  half-forcible,  wholly  onconstitntion- 
al  interposition  of  a  nngle  State  I 

Sir,  it  is  for  those,  if  any  sndi  there  are,  who, 
ont  (H  this  Honse,  are  presung  this  bill  along, 
from  $gkj  motiTe  ofjK^itical  ambition,  to  con- 
dder  how  it  m»  affect  the  dianoes  of  pnbUo 
men  for  hi^  offloe,  thns  to  msike  nnllifictfdon 
ft  trinmphont  and  recc^ized  part  of  bur 
already  snfficiently  complicated  system.  It  is 
for  OS,  the  members  of  this  Honse,  who  believe 
**  that  the  preservation  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, in  its  whole  constitutionfi  vigor,  is  the 
sbeet-aochor  of  oar  peace  at  home  and  safety 
abroad,"  -and  that  *'  absolute  acquiescence  in 
the  decision  of  the  m^ority  is  tlie  vital  princi- 

Ele  of  repnblics,  from  which  there  is  no  appeal 
□t  to  force,  the  vital  principle  and  immediate 
parent  of  despotism  It  is  for  us  to  panse 
long  and  anxiously  before  we  do  any  thing  to 
establish  the  precedent,  frangfat  with  ail  unim- 
aginable and  immitigable  e^that  a  small  ma- 
jority of  a  single  Btate,  wheuier  of  the  fonrtii 
dasa,  or  the  first,  shall  make  the  laws  of  tills 
Union.  Sir,  in  this  view,  onr  rituation  is  nn- 
donbtedly  one  of  interest  and  respoosibili^. 
Thank  God,  however,  onr  duty  is  as  pMn  as  it 
is  important  Sir,  these  unauthorized  risings 
against  the  law,  I  will  not  call  them  what  the 
law  calls  them,  revolts,  rebellions,  treason,  are 
among,  I  do  not  say  the  ordinary,  bnt  they  are 
among  the  inevitable  and  not  nn£reqaent  perils 
which  menace  all  hnman  Governments.  Be- 
ra^ber,  they  are  the  same  under  onr  system 
that  tiiey  are  under  every  other.  Onr  federal 
conatitation,  and  oar  separatkni  into  St^es, 
ni^  rive  them  force,  oiganizatkra,  eomplexity ; 
but  wer  do  not  change  their  nature.  Essen- 
tially, here,  and  everywhere  else,  they  are 
^ings  irreconcilably  antagonist  to  the  right- 
fol  snpremacy  of  the  public  will.  Here,  and 
everywhere  else,  there  is  bnt  one  of  two  altei^ 
natives  for  choice.  They  most  be  pat  down 
by  the  Govermnent,  or  the  Cktvemment  must 
be  pat  down  by  them, 

Mr.  GiLHOBE,  of  Pennsylvania  eud :  Great 
responsibility  rests  upon  the  action  this 
Congress.  We  have  arrived  at  a  critical  poiod 
in  oar  Goverament,  where  one  misstep  may  seal 
our  rain ;  a  healing  poUer  alone  wul  answer, 
which  I  nprehend  is  contained  in  the  Utl  under 
eonsideraiion.  The  bill  prmoses  to  rednea  ttie 
duties  to  the  wants  of  the  Qovemment,  and  so 
to  arrange  theee  duties  as  to  afford  a  fiur  and 
reasonaUe  protection  to  those  great  interests 
vbicb  have  grown  up  under  the  fldth  <tf  the 


Governments  These  are  my  views,  and,  if 
accomplished,  all  will  be  welL 

By  a  fair  and  reasonable  protection,  I  do  not 
mean  proUbiti<m,  ntitbu"  £>  I  mean  an  insur- 
ance against  the  fluotnation  of  the  maiket  by  an 
excessive  influx ;  bnt  merely  such  protection  ss 
will  counteract  foreign  regalationa,  and  com- 
pensate for  the  difference  in  the  cost  ot 
manu&cturing.  Is  this  not  ftar  !  Why  should 
more  be  required,  if  protection  alone  is  wanted, 
and  when  marmurs  and  discontents  exist  in  the 
Sooth?  They  say  the  operation  is  unequal; 
that  one  branch  of  iodustiy  is  taxed  to  support 
another,  and  that  they  are  compelled  to  pay 
more  than  their  just  proportion  as  to  tJie  equal- 
ity of  duties  oa  the  mann&cturing  and  non- 
mauufaoturing  States.  I  shall  read  an  extract 
from  the  Federalist,  a  book  of  hi^  authority : 
"  When  the  demand  is  equal  to  the  qnanUty 
of  goods  at  market,  the  consumer  generally 
pays  the  duty ;  bnt  when  the  markets  bi^pen 
to  be  overstocked,  a  great  |noportion  falls  upon 
the  merchant,  and  sometimes  not  only  ex- 
hansts  his  profits,  but  breaks  in  on  his  ciq>itaL 
I  am  apt  to  think  that  a  division  of  the  duty 
between  the  seller  and  the  buyer  more  ofteu 
happens  than  is  commonly  imag^ed.  It  is  not 
always  possible  to  raise  the  price  of  a  com- 
modity m  exact  proportion  to  every  additional 
imposition  laid  upon  it  The  merchant,  espe- 
cially in  a  conntry  of  small  commercial  capital, 
is  often  under  a  neoesdty  of  keeping  prices 
down,  in  ordv  to  more  expeditions  sale.  The 
maxim  that  the  consumer  is  the  psyer,  is  so 
mnch  oftener  true  than  the  reverse  of  the  prop- 
osition, that  it  is  far  more  equitable  that  the 
duties  on  imports  should  go  into  a  common 
stock,  than  that  they  sbontd  redound  to  the 
exdunve  benefit  of  the  importing  States.  Bat 
is  it  not  so  generally  true,  as  to  render  it  equita- 
ble that  these  duties  should  form  the  only  na* 
tional  fond  (  Wlien  they  are  paid  by  the  mer- 
chant, they  operate  as  an  additional  tax  upon 
the  importing  State^  whose  citizens  pay  their 
proportion  of  them  in  their  characters  of  con- 
sumers. In  this  view,  ih»y  are  productive  of 
inequality  among  the  States ;  which  Inequality 
would  be  Increased  with  the  increased  extent 
of  the  duties.  The  confinement  of  the  national 
revenaes  to  this  species  of  imposts  would  be 
attended  with  inequality  from  a  different  oanse, 
between  the  manufactnring  and  non-manufiw- 
turing  States.  The  States  which  can  go  far- 
thest towards  the  supply  of  their  own  wants,  by 
their  own  manufactures,  will  not,  according  to 
their  numbers  or  wealtii,  consume  so  great  a 
proportion  of  imported  ulicles  as  those  States 
which  are  not  in  the  same  favorable  situation ; 
they  ooold  not,  therefore,  in  this  mode  sl<Hiei, 
contribute  to  the  pubUe  treasury  in  a  ratio  to 
tiieir  abUitiea. 

I  believe  wehave  the  power  of  wotootion, 
and  I  agree  as  to  the  expediency,  at  least  so  for 
as  can  be  confined  within  the  limits  of  a  reve- 
nue standard. 

The  first  groat  interest  which  I  shall  notios^ 
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reqairiDg  protecUon,  is  iron.  Tbis  I  place  oa 
a  footing  different  from  other  maanfactores. 
It  is  the  first  necessary  of  civilized  life,  '*  and 
oontribotes  most  to  the  wealth,  the  comfort, 
aod  the  improvement  of  society."  It  is  essen- 
tial to  Um  independence  and  defence  4^  a  natitm. 
It  is  a  grnftt  national  object,  in  nrhieh  we  are 
aU  interested.  I  have  no  practical  experience 
as  to  the  making  of  iron ;  hat  from  the  best  in- 
formation I  can  obtun,  I  beliere  the  protection 
proposed  hj  this  bill  will  be  sufficient,  and  in  a 
short  time  it  may  be  reduced,  if  not  dispensed 
with  entirely.  Onr  beds  of  ore  and  banks  of 
ooal  are  inexhaustible.  A  coking  company  is 
formed  in  this  conntry,  and  when  the  applica- 
tion of  stone  ooal  is  perfectly  nnderstoud,  we 
can  make  iron  aa  oh«^>  here  as  in  any  part  of 
the  world. 

In  England,  in  oonseqaenee  of  the  encroach - 
ments  on  tite  forest  in  uie  year  1788,  the  qnan- 
tity  of  iron  made  oat  of!  charcoal  had  dwindled 
down  to  diirteen  thonsand  tcms  per  annnm. 
At  that  time  coke  was  introduced  into  the  blast 
fiimaoes,  and  in  less  than  eight  years  it  increased 
more  tium  tenfold;  and,  at  this  time,  they 
make  annually  to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  tons,  being  more  than  idl  the  world 
besides.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ck)n- 
necticut,  my  colleague  on  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Heaos,  (Mr.  Inobbsoli^)  if  I  nnder- 
stood  him  correctly^  seemed  to  insinnate  that 
my  course,  in  relation  to  this  bill,  was  influ- 
enced by  the  foTor  shown  to  Pennsylvania  on 
iron.  Pennsylvania  asks  but  equal  Justice ;  she 
claims  no  &vor  nor  preference  over  her  sister 
States.  11^  ooUeague  (Mr.  Obawpobd)  thinks 
iron  is  not  saffli^ently  protected,  and  can  see 
no  reason  when  we  took  the  act  of  1816,  and  its 
supplements  of  1818,  as  the  basis  of  our  hill, 
that  we  did  not  put  rolled  iron  at  thirty  dollars 
as  it  stood  under  the  act  of  1818,  I  say  in  reply, 
that  I  believe  tweuty-fonr  dollars  a  sufficient 
protection  for  rolled  iron,  and  is  one  step  to- 
wards Justice;  the  difference  between  ham- 
mered and  rolled  iron  appeared  unwarrant- 
able ;  and  even  the  Justice  of  the  discrimioa- 
tion  may  be  doubted.  If  the  expediency  should 
not,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter : 

[Here  Mr.  Q.  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Btratford 
CwiniDft  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  to  Mr. 
Adams,  Seeretair  of  State^  dated  Waabington, 
liToTember  86, 1812.] 

But  I  shall  proceed  to  notice  the  testimony 
taken  before  the  Oommittee  on  MannfiKtures, 
la  1826.  The  following  question  was  proposed 
to  several  witnesseis  to  wit:  If  wool  be  the 
same  price  here  as  In  En^^and,  can  the  Amer- 
ican manufacturer  make  uu  fibrio  as  cheap  as 
it  is  made  tn  £nghuid  ? 

{■r.  ffibaore  bare  quoted  the  Written  ^IbIoiib 
of  fifteen  Ameriean  maouftetureis  ■astaiaiag  Us 

views.] 

Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  oonsideratde  embarraas- 
ment  will  be  the  oouseqauioe  o£  a  rednotiw  of 


the  duties ;  it  is  always  the  case ;  but  this  is 
unavoidable.  The  national  debt  being  paid  o^ 
the  people  will  not  submit  to  taxation  or  high 
duties,  and  suffer  money  to  accumulate  iu  the 
treasury.  Bringing  the  protection  to  the  rev- 
enue standard  will  give  stabilitgr  and  unifonnity 
to  the  system,  and  less  proteoti<m  will  be  re- 
quired than  where  the  system  is  shifting  and 
dianriog.  But  it  is  apprehended  that  the  pro- 
posed reduotibn  would  mdnce  forei^  maniuao- 
turers  to  glut  the  market  at  a  present  loss,  with 
the  hope  of  a  future  »iin,  by  breaking  down 
our  establishments.  This  I  consider  without 
foundation,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  in 
dividing  the  loss  among  themselves. 

The  net  is,  all  the  great  branches  of  manu- 
factures are  already  overdone.  England  alone 
oonld  supply  the  world.  The  labor-saving  mor- 
chinery  used  there  is  equal  to  the  labor  of  two 
hundred  millions  of  people.  The  labor-saving 
maoliineiT  nsed  here  is  perhaps  equal  to  the 
labor  of  rour  times  onr  present  population.  It 
is  evident,  then,  tliat  the  production  majw^ 
exceed  tiie  consumption,  because  popaUtitHi 
cannot  keep  pace.  But  I  ^diall  not  enl^ge,  nor 
detain  the  oommittee  longer. 

WxDNCSDAT,  January  16. 

A  message  was  rec^vad  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  conunonicating  the  ntdli- 
f^ing  ordinance  of  the  South  Oarolma  conven- 
tion, and  other  papers  relating  thereto,  together 
with  the  Presidents  own  views,  as  to  what 
was  proper  to  be  done  in  the  existing  posture 
of  the  Onion  in  reference  to  that  State. 

Mr.  WiLDB  said  it  was  obvious  that  the  mes- 
sage Just  read  was  universally  felt  to  be  of  the 
most  solemn  importance.  This  might  be  seen 
in  the  anxious  countenances  which  surrounded 
him.  We  had  arrived  at  a  solemn  crisis — a 
orida  of  the  roost  extraordinary  character.  It 
had,  for  the  first  time  since  the  institution  of 
the  Government,  been  announced  to  Congress 
by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States 
that  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union  had  denied 
the  power  of  our  laws.  If  we  persevere  in  en- 
forwig  tliese  laws,  she  dfUms  the  right  of  with- 
drawing from  the  Union.  This  right  she  has 
announced  that  she  will  exercise,  and  will  re- 
Ueve  her  citizens  &om  the  operation  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  peaceably  if  she  may,  and 
with  violence  if  that  should  become  necessary. 
This  was  not  the  ordinary  case  of  enforcing 
the  ezecation  of  the  laws  upon  private  individ- 
nals. 

Hbe  SiuxEB  B«d,  if  the  gentleman  proposed 
to  make  any  motitHo,  he  would  be  pleased  to 
submit  his  proportion  in  writing. 

Mr.  WiLim  89id  his  proposition  was,  that  the 
message  and  the  accompanying  documents  be 
printed ;  and  that  the  forthw  oonsideration  of 
the  subject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  in 
mier  thst  gentlemm  n^j^t,  after  due  reflection 
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upon  tMs  momentous  tt^ic,  come  to  its  caosid- 
ttation  with  calmer  feelings. 

Motion  to  postpone  was  negatived. 

Hr.  Aboheb  moved  to  refer  the  messa^  and 
docnments  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
Hie  object  of  the  message  was  to  bring  to  tiie 
attention  of  Congress  neeesuty  for  eertinn 
laws.  IfOongrewoonoanedintheTiewsstated, 
he  woald  pat  it  to  the  Honse  whether  tbe  Jn- 
dioiary  Committee  was  not  the  most  proper  to 
examine  and  report  npon  the  subject.  He  had 
been  snrprised  at  the  prop<Mition  to  refer  tbe 
message  to  tbe  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
atate  of  tbe  Union.  Was  that  oommittee  com- 
petent to  digest  and  prepare  the  necessary 
measnres  ?  By  sncb  a  reference  every  object  of 
reference  would  be  prostrated.  The  subject 
would  be  turned  loose  upon  the  wide  field  of 
debate  only  for  the  purpose  of  creating  excite- 
ment All  that  was  suggested  in  the  message 
as  neeesaaiTt  was  oertain  additions  and  amend- 
menta  to  the  revenue  laws.  Fw  the  purpose 
of  reporting  these  additions  and  amendments, 
the  Jadicii^  Oommittee  was  the  most  proper. 
It  was  not,  perhaps,  very  important  whether 
the  reference  was  to  a  stuiding  or  select  com- 
mittee. Either  would  fully  and  speedily  ac- 
complish the  object  desired.  But  he  hoped  the 
reference  woold  not  be  mode  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union^  unless 
gentlemen  desired  to  go  into  a  protracted  de- 
bate without  practical  result. 

Hr.  iBwm  said,  the  standing  committees  were 
selected  in  reference  to  the  daties  they  were 
ordinarily  called  on  to  perform.  He  would  ask 
if  this  was  en  ordinary  subject  f  It  was  one  of 
the  very-highest  m^itude,  and  shoold  be  sent 
to  a  committee  raised  with  express  reference 
to  iL  instead  of  being  sent  to  one  of  tbe  standing 
comniittees.  He  should  therefore  vote  against 
its  reference  to  the  Judiciary  Committtee. 

Mr.  Caigbbblsho  begged  genUemen  to  reflect 
that  if  tbe  message  was  sent  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  proba- 
bly three  weeks  wonld  be  spent  in  debate  upon 
it.  All  that  was  desired,  was  that  a  committee 
^onld  report  the  necessary  amendments  to  the 
present  laws  relative  to  the  collection  of  the 
revenue.  The  whole  SQt;jeot  was  of  a  Judicial 
natore.  One  great  oUect  was  to  obvute  the 
replevin  law  «  South  Carolina  and  provide  for 
enforcing  the  laws  of  the  Uidted  States.  In  his 
opinion  no  course  was  so  pn^r  to  effieot  this 
object,  as  the  prop4»ed  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Jadiciory. 

The  reference  was  then  made  to  the  Jndidary 
Oommittee  by  a  large  miijority  of  tbe  House. 

Kr.  Glat  moved  the  message  and  documents 
be  printed,  which  was  adopted^  and  twenty-five 
thoosand  additional  eo|Hies  were  ordered. 


TmasDATf  January  17. 

Ur,  XoKkskab^  of  FMm^lvaida  uiS:  Sir, 
tte  protecUTepolieyhas  beenreoognised  astJie 


[a.  ov  B. 

true  policy  of  tbe  country  ever  since  the  fonndft- 
tion  of  the  Government  Almost  the  first  act 
of  Congress,  which  was  passed  ^ter  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  was  entitled,  in  part, 

An  act  for  the  protection  and  encouragement 
of  maanfaotures." 

The  essential  importance  of  this  policy  to  the 
wealth  and  Independence  of  the  nation  eai^ 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  father  of  his  coun- 
try, who  was  always  alive  to  every  thing  whldi 
was  calculated  to  promote  its  best  interests; 
and  who,  in  his  Executive  messages,  pressed 
upon  CongrMs  tbe  promotion  and  encourage- 
ment of  it,  with  all  the  solicitude  he  felt  for  the 
future  glory  and  prosperity  of  that  country. 
In  this  his  efforts  have  been  seconded  by  aJI 
the  distinguished  men  who  have  since  filled  the 
Executive  chair  down  to  the  present  period; 
each  and  all  of  whom  have  in  some  form  or 
other,  advocated  and  maintuned,  encouraged 
and  enforced  it,  as  the  only  true  policy. 

Eight  years  of  actual  experiment  satined  the 
people,  and  their  representatives,  that  the  pro- 
tect) on  afforded  our  mannfiwtnrers  by  the  law 
of  1816,  was  insufficient  to  enable  them  success- 
fully to  compete  with  foreign  capital  and  skill, 
and  with  the  pauper  labor  of  Europe,  and  de- 
termined tbem  to  carry  out  tbe  principle  of  tiiat 
law,  by  giving  to  the  labor  and  enterprise  of 
onr  citizensj  eflloiency,  ample  encouragement, 
and  protection.  This  determination  produced 
the  enactment  of  the  laws  of  1824  and  1828, 
which  did  afford  to  our  farmers,  mechanics, 
and  maauActnrers  all  necessary  protection  and 
eneonragement  Believing,  then,  the  policy  of 
the  Govenmient  to  be  settled,  fixed,  and  per- 
manent, as  evidenced  by  these  various  acts  of 
l^|{slatton,  hundreds,  yes,  thousands  of  millions 
of  dollars  have  been  vested  by  the  people  in 
the  establishment  of  manufactories,  and  in  the 
growth  and  culture  of  the  raw  material  con- 
flumod  in  them  tiiroughout  the  country — the 
whole  of  which,  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
fear,  will  be  sacrificed,  if  the  bill  reported  b^ 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  now  under 
discussion,  shall  be  adopted  by  Congress. 

And  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  briefly 
to  inquire  what  have  been  the  practical  opera- 
tion and  effect  of  this  system  upon  the  interests 
and  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  country  I  Com- 
merce, contraiy  to  the  anticipations  of  its  ene- 
mies, has  flourished— the  mechanic  arts  have 
been  encouraged — the  laborer  has  experienced 
a  i^'eater  demand  and  higher  wages  for  his  la- 
bor— the  farmer  has  been  secured  a  steadier 
and  a  better  market  for  bis  produce — tbe  planter 
of  the  Suuthem  States  has  prospered — the  man- 
ufacturer has  prospered — the  whole  country, 
and  all  its  parts  have  prospered,  not  excepting 
the  very  State  which  is  now  so  loudly  and  so 
bddly  presenting  its  complaints:  whose  flour- 
ishing oondition  is  eiddbited  in  the  most  show- 
ing colors  in  tbe  last  annual  message  of  her 
Executive ;  and  besides  all  this,  sir,  under  the 
operati<m  of  this  very  system,  will  shcn-tly  be 
exhibited  to  tiie  world  the  extraordbiary  and 
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astonishing  spectaole  of  a  nation  of  better  than 
tvelve  miUiouB  of  people,  free  of  debt 

Sir,  a  ir^Btem  wnioh  has  been  flnngbt  with 
■o  many  benefits  and  blessings  to  the  nationf 
on^t  to  be  touched  wltli  care,  with  delicaoj*, 
and  with  caotion  I  Whilst  the  extinguishment 
of  the  publio  debt  will  be  hailed  by  our  citizens 
as  an  era  of  exaltation  and  of  mutaal  con^ta- 
latioo,  it  is  apparent  that  its  approaoh  will  not 
be  unattended  with  its  difficulties,  embarrass- 
ments, and  dangers.  It  is  conceded,  that  when 
that  era  does  arrive,  Uiere  must  be  some  mod- 
ification or  alteration  and  redaction  of  the  du- 
ties heretofore  imposed  upon  imports,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a  surplus  rev- 
enue in  the  treasury,  above  the  amount  necos- 
aary  to  dischai^  all  the  expenditarea  of  the 
Qoverometit  j  and  how  this  is  to  be  done,  with- 
out endangering  great  and  important  interests, 
is  a  question  of  no  ordinary  difflcolty.  In  an- 
ticipation of  this  event,  a  bUl  for  the  rednction 
<^  the  daties  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
this  Congress.  At  least  four  months  were  oc- 
cupied in  preparing,  maturing,  and  discussing 
the  merits  and  the  provisions  of  that  bilL  In 
it  great  and  important  concessions  were  made 
to  our  brethren  of.  the  South.  The  minimum 
system  which  has  latt«riy  become  so  obnoxious 
to  them,  was  abolished.  "  Those  articles,  prin- 
dpally  necessary  fbr  the  m^tenance  and  oLotb- 
of  the  laborers  of  the  South  and  South- west, 
were,  to  a  certain  degree^  rdieved ;  and,  both 
by  Its  direct  enactments,  and  as  incident  to  its 
main  scope,  it  encouraged  and  increased  oon- 
famptiioa  of  snch  articles  as  depended  for  their 
fabrication  apon  the  raw  matenals  and  prodnc- 
tions  of  the  South."  It  is  now  before  the  people 
as  a  matter  of  experiment  The  time  proposed 
for  its  going  into  operation  has  not  yet  arrived. 
What  will  be  its  efiect  upon  the  revenue,  and 
(what  I  consider  of  greater  importance^  what 
will  be  its  operation  upon  the  industry  of  the 
country,  cannot  be  known  or  ascertained.  No 
experience  of  the  past  can  enable  us  to  deter- 
mine, and  no  man,  unless  he  possesses  the  spirit 
of  wophecy,  can  tell. 

Witli  this  law,  then,  on  our  statute  book,  as 
yet  inoperative,  why  are  we  now  driven  with 
aa  urgency  which  will  not  admit  of  a  month's, 
a  week's,  an  hour's  delay,  into  the  passage  of 
another  bill  of  reduction,  which,  with  aU  due 
deference  to  the  committee  who  reported  it, 
may,  in  my  view,  be  better  denominated  a  bill 
for  the  prostration  of  domestic  industry.  Where 
is  the  imperious  demand  for  this  preoipitau<^ 
In  the  pasas^  of  a  bill,  which  involves  in  it 
the  most  vitally  importaQt  interests  of  the 
country?  Have  we  neu^  a  voice,  sir,  from 
home — ^from  onr  oonstitnents — thundering  in 
our  ears^  and  demanding  the  imme^ate  reversal 
<rif  the  act  which  we  iia,  with  so  mnob  ddiber- 
ation,  not  six  months  ago.  Where  is  it  ?  Has 
any  one  heard  it? 

What  then,  is  the  state  of  the  facts  which 
have  probably  dictated  this  movemott?  They 
hare  been  officially  annoanoed  to  us  in  the  mea* 


[Jauvabt,  18S8. 

sage  of  the  Preudent,  and  are  spread  before  the 
people ;  we  cannot  cloae  our  eyes  upon  thnu. 
A  sio^e  State  of  thia  Union  has  raised  bar 

rnny  arm  against  the  poww  of  tbe  Goveniment 
use  thia  term,  sir,  not  with  any  view  of  di»* 
paragement  or  insult  to  the  State  which  has 
bought  proper  to  place  herself  in  this  attitude. 
But  Uie  arm  of  any  single  State,  of  any  six  sin- 
gle States,  is  puny  and  powerless  when  rused 
against  a  Glovemment  founded  upon  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  and  which  has  strength 
enough  to  crush  intio  nothingness  any  forcible 
opposition  to  the  enforcement  of  its  laws,  from 
whatever  quarter,  or  from  whatever  persons, 
it  may  proceed. 

South  Carolina  has  placed  hwaelf  in  an  atti- 
tude of  hostility  against  the  GoTemment  She 
has  pronounced  your  laws  unoonstitutional, 
void,  no  law,  and  has  ^dared  that  they  shall 
not  be  enforced  within  her  Umits.  Is  this  the 
time,  tiien,  nr,  for  deliberation,  for  cool,  delib- 
erate, dispassionate  discussion  of  a  subject  in- 
volving the  permanent  change  of  a  system 
which  has  nosed  the  country  to  a  point  of  un- 
exampled prosperity,  and  which,  m  its  over- 
throw, may  involve  millions  in  ruin  and  wretch- 
edness? Can  it  be  expected  that  we  will  ho 
driven  by  t^e  menaces  of  South  Carolina,  to 
recede  from  tiie  ground  we  Lave  taken,  to 
abandon  the  policy,  and  the  very  principle  of 
protection  to  American  enterprise  and  Amer- 
ican labor!  For  she  has  proclumed  to  the 
world  that  she  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing 
less  than  a  total,  abscdut^  unqualified  adaodon- 
ment.of  tbe  priiud[de.  Sir,  aha  asks  too  much, 
and  I,  for  one,  am  prepared  to  say  that  I  can- 
not, will  not,  grant  it  The  bill  upon  your 
table,  sir,  destrcctive  as  I  consider  it  to  be  to 
tiie  interests  of  the  Northern,  Uiddle,  and 
Western  States,  would  not  satisfy  her,  for  it 
asserts,  in  fiirm,  at  least,  the  priuo^le  of  pro- 
toction. 

I  hope  with  all  my  heart,  sir,  although  I  con- 
fess, from  present  indications,  it  seems  to  be 
hoping  against  hope,  that  she  recede  from 
the  fi^  ground  she  has  assumed.  The  uid- 
verml  voice  of  condemnatioii  which  has  been 
heard  from  one  extreme  of  the  Union  to  tiie 
other,  from  each  and  all  oi  her  slater  Stately 
ought  to  satisfy  her  that  she  has  gone  too  for. 
But,  sir,  if  she  refuses  this  advice,  and  will  per- 
sist in  her  career  of  madness,  wa  must  meet  the 
crisis,  and  meet  it  like  men,  with  forbearance, 
but  with  firmness.  In  the  humble  part  which 
I  have  to  act,  I  shall  endeavor,  fearlessly  and 
firmly,  to  discharge  my  doty  to  my  conscience, 
my  oonstitnents,  and  my  country,  and  leave 
the  consequences  to  that  superintending  Provi- 
dence, who,  I  hope  and  trust,  will  deliver  us 
in  this  time  of  difflonltj,  of  distress,  and  of 
doiuer. 

Ur.  Boot,  <tf  Kew  Tork  stdd :  He  did  not 
suppose  that  tiie  bill  now  sntonitted  to  tbdr 
consideration  was  originated  with  any  view  of 
olterii^  the  system  of  protective  policy,  which, 
it  seemed,  was  eetablittied  in  this  cooiiiry ;  ita 
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originntion  in  the  present  session  waa,  unqaes- 
tionably,  owing  to  the  oi^nized,  and,  if  thej 
pleased,  legal  oppoMtton  offered  bj  one  por- 
tion of  the  country,  *9tioBt  the  colleetion  of 
reTenne  under  the  tariff  Iftws  of  1828  and  1883. 
UnquesUonably  the  MU  beftve  the  House  was 
introdooed  for  tibe  aeoompUBhinent  cf  the  pnr- 
poses  recommended  by  the  President  at  the 

Xning  of  the  session,  and  with  a  view  to  eon- 
ite,  if  possible,  their  Southern  brethren,  and 
to  iudace  them  to  stay  their  hand  in  opposing 
the  laws.  Tliis  bill,  Uieu,  whether  regarded  as 
an  act  of  Jostice,  or  as  a  sacrifice  offered  up  on 
the  altar  of  their  country,  was  certunly  a  laud- 
able measure.  As  an  act  of  justice,  he  was 
willing  to  support  it.  Ue  had  ever  bdieved, 
and  he  still  believed,  that  the  imposition  of 
taxes,,  by  way  of  duties  on  imports,  further  than 
was  neoeaaary  to  meet  the  just  demands  of  th« 
Government,  was  botii  ^>pres8ive  and  nnjast ; 
and  that  to  lay  such  duties,  was  to  take  fh)m 
one  <^tizen  for  the  paipoae  of  giving  to  another. 
If  the  dnty  were  laid  merely  by  way  of  protec- 
tion, somebody  must  be  the  loser,  and  it  mast 
be  done  for  the  benefit  of  somebody  who  was 
to  be  the  ^uner  by  it ;  because,  the  world  was 
made  no  noher  by  the  imptosition  of  these  du- 
ties ;  they  accnmnlated  no  additional  wealth  in 
the  world ;  they  brought  no  additional  treas- 
ures into  the  nation ;  they  could  not  do  so,  be- 
cause they  were  not  creative  in  their  effects. 
They  bad  this  effect,  and  they  could  have  no 
other ;  they  made  the  price  for  a  given  artide, 
purchased  from  tho  Amerioui  manu&otorer, 
Lifter  than  it  would  be  if  no  anob  duties  ex- 
isted. It  was  evident,  then,  ^t  the  manufac- 
turer was  benefited  by  them;  hewastheguner, 
and  the  consumer  must  be  the  loser.  He  had 
BS^d  that  those  duties  gave  no  additional  treas- 
ure to  the  nation ;  perhaps  it  would  be  argued 
that  they  acted  as  an  iucentive  to  a  greater 
degree  of  industry,  and  that,  therefore,  they 
did  enrich  the  nation.  Why,  sir,  said  Mr.  R., 
if  this  be  your  only  object,  you  might  as  well 
tax  the  people  in  some  other  way,  to  pay  the 
laborer  for  doing  that  which  would  be  of  no  use 
when  done ;  but  I  imagine,  sir,  the  people  will 
hardly  feel  it  just  that  they  should  be  ground 
down  by  tans,  merely,  forsooth,  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  making  them  more  industrious  in  the 
performance  of  useless  drudgeries  imposed  on 
them  by  their  masters.  At  the  opening  of  the 
session,  I  was  r^oioed  exceeding  to  find  a  fea- 
tare  in  tlie  message  of  the  £xeeotive,  which  so 
completely  conformed  to  my  own  views  on  tax- 
ation. I  did  hope  that  those  views  would  he 
carried  through,  and  sustained  by  Congress.  I 
still  hope  they  will,  and  with  this  modification, 
that  the  duties  shall  be  laid  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  raise  a  moderate  revenue,  sufficient  for 
the  expenses  and  exigwoies  of  the  Government, 
and  no  more ;  and^  at  the  same  tim^  Incident- 
ally protect  American  indnstiy,  Kr.  B.  said 
that  a  bill,  modified  In  this  shape^  would  have 
bla  most  cordial  snppnt.  Thwe  was  one  modi- 
ikatim  which  he  most  eqwdally  reqidra  at  the 
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bands  of  the  committee ;  it  was,  that  the  agri- 
cnltural  produce,  which  was  the  great  staple 
of  tbe  county  iu  which  he  resided,  should  not 
be  left  enUraly  destitute  of  protection;  hut 
that,  on  the  contrary,  the  raw  material  should 
receive  the  same  prot«ctiou,  whatever  it  might 
be,  which  was  given  to  the  mannfiMturer  for 
goods  mannfac^ired  from  it:  the  article  to 
which  he  alluded  was  wool. 

The  gentlemut  from  Pennsylvania  might 
suppose  that  the  spot  where  he  resided  waa 
more  highly  favored  of  heaven,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  was  of  most  consequence  to  the  nation. 
Be  it  BO.  But  the  oouoty  in  whicli  I  reside, 
said  Mr.  B.,  situated  on  yonder  hills,  coutains 
a  latver  quantity  of  sheep,  in  proportion  to  its 
population,  as  computed  at  its  last  census, 
and  likewise  in  proportion  to  the  number  ci 
oultivated  aorea,  than  any  other  county  in 
the  Union.  And  he  would  tell  gentlemen  that 
the  tariff  of  1828,  he  mi^t  say  the  tariff  of  1824^ 
but  more  especifdly  that  ai  18S8,  bore  harder 
upon  the  people  of  that  county,  than  it  did  on 
any  other  country,  either  in  Carolina  or  in 
Georgia.  They  had,  indeed,  the  solace,  that 
then  it  was  that  a  duty  was  imposed  on  wool ; 
wool  was  protected ;  and,  in  a  county,  where 
they  paid  annnoUy  to  the  treasury  duties  to 
the  amount  of  eiztj  or  seventy  thousand 
dollars.  This  was  tbe  only  thing  which 
sweetened  the  bitter  draught ;  for  he  could 
assure  the  House  the  duties  on  sugar  was  no 
sweetener ;  their  only  solace  was  the  daty  oc 
vo(d,  and  Uie  consequent  high  price  of  the 
fleece.  The  Wl  before  the  Bouse  propmed  to 
take  that  vrotectloQ  away ;  but  if  from  wool, 
let  them  tMe  it  from  wooUena  also,  and  not 
hire  Europeans  to  cross  the  Atlantic  to  work 
up  the  raw  material  here.  Let  them  work  up 
their  own,  or  let  the  raw  material  be  shipped 
from  this  country  to  work  up  there,  rather  than 
give  a  bounty  to  workmen  to  croGs  the  Atlan- 
tic. 

But  gentlemen  appeared  to  feel  some  alarm 
about  passing  such  a  bill  just  now.  He  had 
beard  it  said,  to  be  sure,  it  was  in  a  confabu- 
latory  manner ;  but  he  had  beard  it  said  that  it 
would  not  do  to  pass  n  bill  reducing  the  duties 
at  tiie  present  session.  Why  not?  Because^ 
forsooth,  it  would  be  regarded  as  an  evidence 
of  fear,  or  as  an  abject  submission,  under  the 
threats  of  one  State  of  the  Union,  which,  ft 
seemed,  had  pot  itself  in  hostile  array  against 
tbe  present  tariff  laws.  Whatt  said  Mr.  B., 
because  that  State  has,  by  its  convention,  de- 
clared its  grievances,  and  has  further  declared 
thAt,  inasmuch  as  it  considers  Uiose  laws  unjust 
and  unconstitutional,  it  also  considers  them 
null  and  void ;  because  of  this,  is  nothing  left 
ns  but  to  bear  the  strong  arm  of  power  ?  Will 
it  be  an  exhibition  of  cowardice,  an  evidence 
of  fear  I  Will  it  show  anbmisdon  to  South 
CtfoUna,  to  do  that  which  ia  right  and  just  I 
For  my  own  part,  nr,  I  shall  not  my  own 
individual  honor  wonnded  If  this  offiuring  be 
made^  wheUier  it  be  on  the  altar  at  Joatieei  or 
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on  that  of  concord.  Be  just  and  fear  oot.  Is 
it  an  act  of  Jostice  ?  Do  it,  then.  Is  it  an  act 
of  coDciliation,  a  sacrifice,  if  you  will,  on  the 
altar  of  concord  ?  If  it  is  tha^  and  tlukt  alone, 
Tillingly,  sir,  will  I,  for  one,  make  h. 


Fbidat,  January  18. 

Tariff  Bill— Seduction — Mr.  VerplaneJe't  Bill. 

Mr.  Vbuplanok  rose.  He  began  by  regretting 
the  coarse  which  the  discnseion  had  taken ;  and 
that  the  opponents  of  the  bill  had  not  complied 
with  the  invitation  he  had  given,  at  an  early 
period,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  which  had 
reported  it.  It  was  their  wish  to  have  taken 
np  tite  bill,  section  by  seeUon,  and  item  by 
item,  so  that,  npon  any  moUon  to  amend,  or 
any  oUeotion  from  ai^  quarter,  such  defence 
or  expumation  as  the  occasion  might  call  for, 
conld  be  offered  by  the  committee,  and  for  this 
they  were  fully  prepared.  TJnfortanately,  as 
Kr.  y.  thought,  for  a  fur  consideration  of  this 
bill,  a  long,  ardent,  and  desultory  debate  had 
boBQ  excited,  by  those  who  were  adverse  to  its 
whole  policy.  In  the  discossion,  npon  a  motion 
to  strike  out  the  duty  on  teas,  the  great  princi- 
ples which  been  so  often  agitated  in  the  present, 
as  well  as  in  maoy  a  former  Congress,  were 

2:ain  drawn  into  debate.  In  addition  to  this, 
most  every  item  of  the  bill  had  been  touched 
npon  in  some  way  or  other,  and  transiently 
attacked ;  woollens,  and  iron,  and  cottons,  and 
tobacco,  had  their  tarn ;  and  my  distinguished 
ooUeagne  ft-om  New  York,  (Ur.  Boor,)  whom 
I  have  known  for  years  as  the  champion  of 
wool,  bad  just  driven  bis  flock  of  ^eep  down 
ftvm  his  Delaware  mountains  into  the  throng 
of  the  debate. 

It  is  difficult  DOW  to  reply  to  all  these  ob- 
jections in  a  manner  to  be  of  any  practicable  nse 
in  deciding  these  several  points.  They  muat 
if  we  proceed  in  the  bill,  come  up  in  detail,  and 
the  committee,  if  called  upon,  will  then  endeav- 
or to  show  the  grounds  upon  which  the  several 
rates  in  it  have  been  fixed.  How  it  was,  for 
instance,  that  woollens,  which  it  was  said  had 
been  unreasonably  reduced,  in  comparison  with 
otiier  articles,  liad,  in  fiut,  no  amall  compensar 
tton  for  that  diffidence,  by  a  reduction  of  the 
daties  on  tha  raw  material,  oil,  and  dye  stuffs. 
How  it  was,  to  take  another  instance,  that  the 
duty  on  tobacco,  which  had  been  oompiained 
of  aa  an  excessive  protection  of  Soutimn  in- 
terests, was,  in  fact,  so  purely  nomimd  upon 
an  article  of  which  we  exported  five  millions 
of  dollars'  worth  a  year  to  ioreign  markets,  that 
the  committee  had  not  thought  it  worth  while 
to  legislate  specially  about  it,  and  had,  there- 
fore, left  it  subject  to  the  operation  of  former 
laws.  If  any  gentlemui  wished  to  introduce 
an  ameodment  «a  this  apeciflo  point,  it  would 
probaUy  meet  with  but  little  opporition,  and 
■honld  it  become  part  of  a  law,  it  would  probo- 
Uyproduce  just  as  littls  eflbot. 
W  living  all  theae  detaili)  aa       as  the  dis- 


cussion of  those  general  prindples  of  constitu- 
tional law  and  public  policy,  which  would  find 
a  more  appropriate  place  when  the  bill  was 
reported  to  be  finally  acted  upon  in  the  Hous& 
if  It  ahonld  have  that  good  fortune,  Ur.  V.  said 
it  was  bis  intention  to  endeavor  to  comt  back 
to  the  question  more  immediately  before  us. 
He  wouid,  therefore,  endeavor  to  reply  to  some 
of  the  objections  which  had  the  most  direct 
and  practical  bearing  upon  the  details  of  the 
bill.  Among  the  most  formidable  of  these, 
were  the  financial  difficulties  which  had  been 
so  ingeniously  raised  by  his  able  colleague  on  the 
commitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Ikosbsoli.) 
who  had  alone  dissented  from  the  report  and  bul 
presented  by  the  rest  of  the  committee. 

The  ground  of  the  argument  was  this,  Uiat 
whether  the  plan  of  finance  now  proposed  was 
good  or  bad,  the  present  was  not  tiie  time  for 
financial  reduction :  that  the  treasuij  stiU  re- 
quired, for  tome  years,  the  aid  of  the  higher 
duties  and  large  income  provided  for  by  the 
existing  laws  :  that,  in  fact,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  last  year,  the  treasury  was  left  not  only 
empty,  but  subject  to  a  heavy  charge  of  debt, 
witnout  the  means  to  meet  iL 

It  had  been  said,  that,  on  the  Ist  January, 
163S,  the  only  remuining  funds  in  the  treasury 
were  the  million  uid  a  half  which  had,  year 
i^r  year,  figured  in  the  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  as  nnavailable  funds,  con- 
dsting  of  the  paper  trf  broken  State  banks,  whilst 
the  treasury  was  still  subject  to  Tarious  heavy 
dmands.  These  were,  first  seren  milUons  it 
ftmded  debt;  nextf  about  five  nylons  and  a 
half  of  unsatisfied  appropriatimis,  for  various 
purposes,  made  dunug  the  last  year;  and, 
thiraly,  about  seven  hundred  Uionsand  d<dlara, 
paid  by  the  Goremment  of  Denmark  as  a 
compensation  for  spoUations  on  our  commerce, 
which  was  merely  a  temporary  deposit  in  our 
treasury,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  merchants 
when  their  claims  were  adjasted. 

Let  us  see,  said  Ur.  V.,  how  this  matter 
stands.  And,  first,  as  to  the  funded  debt 
This  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
considered,  as  tiiey  stated  in  their  report,  to 
be  fidrly  liquidated,  hj  setting  off  the  stock 
owned  by  the  GoTemment  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  This  stock,  at  the  market  price, 
somewhat  exceeded  the  present  amount  of  the 
debt  due  by  the  nation.  It  also  produced  an 
interest,  and  was  likely  to  do  so,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  Bank  charter,  of  about  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  annually, 
above  the  interest  payable  on  the  national  debt. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  bank  stock  could 
not  be  sold  without  glutting  the  market ;  thus 
depreciating  its  value  to  the  Government,  and 
ruining  individual  stockholders.  Oertainly  this 
might  be  done,  if  all  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  so  duposed;  but  it  was  eqnal^ 
certain  that  it  would  not  be  done.  It  would 
be  very  easy  to  empower  fbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry  to  dispose  cl£  this  stock  at  a  price 
not  less  than  Its  true  Tslne,  and  undo-  such  i»* 
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Btrictions  as  would  prevent  any  flnctu&tions  '  in 
the  stock  market,  imarioas  to  either  pnblic  or 
private  interests.  The  Bank  itself  might  be 
anthoriBed  to  parebase  the  stock,  and  it  m^(ht  be 
made  the  interest  of  that  institntioa  to  do  bo. 
as  enabling  it  to  opmite,  for  the  remainder  of 
its  charter,  upon  nnaller  coital,  and,  oonse- 
qnently,  vitb  greater  profits.  What  restric- 
tions as  to  the  sale,  miglit  be  necessary,  would 
be  for  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  determine 
hereafter.  But  if  from  any  caase  whatever,  no 
such  sale  could  be  effected,  still  the  funded  debt 
unpaid  was  snbstantiallj^  provided  for  by  the 
Bank  stock.  There  was  an  income  of  nearly 
600,000  dollars  a  year  during  the  existence  of 
the  Bank  charter  to  meet  the  payment  of  the 
interest  on  Che  debt  amonnting  to  less  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  a  year ; 
and,  in  tlie  meanwlme,  until  the  principal  of  . 
tihe  Bank  stock  was  refunded,  the  payment  of 
the  debt  might  be  anticipated,  and  eztmgaishedf 
in  whole  or  in  part,  by  the  wplicatioa  of  such 
balances  as  wotud  rem^n  in  Uie  treasury  at  the 
end  of  each  year.  For  I  think  it  may  be  made 
to  appear  that  in  all  human  probability,  nuder 
the  operation  of  this  bill,  should  it  become  a 
law,  there  will  be  such  balances  remaining  un- 
expended In  the  treasury.  Here,  then,  there 
is  no  debt  unprovided  for,  at  which  the  most 
timid  political  economist  need  be  alarmed. 

The  second  difficulty  nused  is  of  a  more 
plausible  cliaracter.  I  mean  that  founded  on 
the  unsatislied  ^propriations  for  former  years. 
Of  the  mon^B  appropriated  during  1882,  for 
the  service  of  that  year,  there  are  stal  five  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  unsatisfied  appropriations. 
These  are  debts,  it  is  sud,  for  winch  Uie  nodon 
is  liable ;  that  we  owe  the  money ;  that  there 
can  be  no  higher  clum  than  an  appropriation 
by  Congress ;  that  we  should  be  always  ready 
to  meet  these  demands,  however  and  whenever 
they  come ;  and  that  the  treasury  is  not  now 
in  a  state  to  do  so. 

Let  us  agun  look  at  the  true  state  of  the  case. 
Thirty  years'  experience,  during  peace  and  war, 
has  shown  us  that  there  are,  of  .necessity,  in 
every  financial  year,  certain  portions  of  the 

Sppropriations  which  will  not  only  not  be  paid 
nring  that  year,  but,  in  fact,  from  the  mode 
ezpeodibirvoan  never  be  payable  ontal  late 
in  the  next  Time  an  of  various  kinds,  and 
it  would  weary  the  patiMce  of  the  committee 
were  I  to  enumerate  ^em  all.  A  considerable 
iHroportion  of  them  are  in  the  naval  service.  A 
bu^  amount  of  the  Bum  appropriated  for  tlie 
gradual  luorease  of  the  navy,  is  applied  to  con- 
tracts for  cannon,  copper,  and  other  materials, 
and  for  frames  for  frigates  and  seventy-fours. 
These  contracts,  of  course,  take  a  considerable 
time,  often  a  year  or  more,  for  their  comple* 
tion,  and  the  payments  are  consequently  de- 
ferred until  that  period.  Bo  in  the  large  annual 
appropriationB  fur  pay  afloat  in  the  navy,  two- 
thirds,  oa  an  avenge,  of  saoh  ap^^iiations, 
■»pli<»ble  to  distant  squadrona,  is  never  paya- 
ble ontU  their  return  to  the  United  Statea.  So 
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also  in  contracts  for  the  army,  for  cannon,  pro- 
visions, clothing,  &c.,  the  money  is  not  payable 
until  the  contract  is  f  olfilled,  and  a  large  propor- 
tion  of  t^ese  are  not  payable  until  a  year  after 
the  nominal  appropriation  is  made.  Thus,  a 
portion  of  the  actual  appropriations  of  every 
year  are  but  nominal  debts  during  that  year, 
and  remain  so  until  they  bec<nne  earned  and 
payable  in  a  succeeding  one.  Some  portion 
of  this  is  never  earned  or  expended,  and  after 
two  years  returns  to  the  general  funds,  hy  being 
passed,  in  the  books  of  the  treasury,  to  what 
IS  called  the  surplus  fund.  There  are  also,  of 
coarse,  some  portions  of  the  appropriations 
which,  from  less  fixed  and  r^n^lu*  causes,  are 
either  not  payable  or  not  claimed  until  more 
than  a  year  after  such  appropriation.  Thus 
there  are  always,  and  have  been  uninterrupt- 
edly, for  many  years,  and  must  always  be, 
some  three,  four,  or  five  millions  of  the  sums 
appropriated  in  each  year,  and  more  as  tiie 
appropriations  increase,  actually  chargeable 
upon  the  income  received  during  the  next.* 

It  is  dae  to  candor  to  allow  that,  owing  to 
the  protracted  session  of  the  last  snrnmer,  end 
the  late  period  at  which  some  of  tiie  appropri- 


*  WbAt  b  bera  aUtsd  bj  Ur.  Terpluu^  tn  nlaUun  to 
the  nntppUBd  balanoea  of  RppropriatloiUi  prownts  a  earious 
probUm  In  tha  flnaocfsl  vorklDg  of  tbo  Qovernmaiit— • 
pand<a  I  but  not  tba  laaa  tnia,  bacanaa  apparaBtlj  Impos- 
albla  ud  eoiitndletei7,  Tba  atatamaiit  (radnaad  to  Us 
brief  mauint)  la,  tint  tho  monajrad  opentlon*  of  the  Oor- 
ernmant  can  ba  oartlad  npoo  less  than  Its  income,— one- fifth 
leaa  at  the  time  Mr.  Yerplaiiek  waa  apeoklnK,  and  freqacntlj 
a  quarter  leaa.  Is  other  worda,  that  the  aanual  1^lp^opda• 
tiona  do  not  roQuIra  an  anntial  Income  of  the  same  amount 
to  maat  tbem,  bnt  «aQ  be  met  hj  a  fonrtb  or  a  fifth  part 
iaaai  reanltias  Ihtm  tbo  fltct  that  tba  whole  apprDprlatloos 
cannot  be  applUd  iritUa  the  year ;  aad  that  tba  aiupplled 
part  baoomaa  aTaOaUa  Sir  Ua  Dext  jwr^ta  ^aco  baiaf 
iop^lad  1^  tba  dally  limuno.  And  thia  not  only  tnw  of 
the  lut  qnarter  of  tba  yvar,  bnt  «f  amr  quartw  In  it: 
and  ao  on  to  eonUBoe^  to  tba  and  of  tho  last  yaar  vt  tha 
Oorernment. 

This  li  a  point  to  which  the  attention  of  tba  antbor  of 
thia  Abridgment  was  earlj  dlreoted  alter  be  eame  into  tha 
Senate.  Ho  bad  aaen  tba  working  of  the  BrltUi  STBtcm  of 
flnaaea  in  thia  partlanlar,  and  bowlt  was  eorraeted  (In  bis 
tltm)  br  <lw  tMn  Mr.  Pitt;  and  ha  wlabed  to  btiag  tba 
aanw  rafbraa  into  tfco  worklag  of  tho  Amaileaa  Saandal 
ajBtam.  The  reserre  monajr  in  the  treasnry,  antborlxad 
hj  law  at  that  Um^  waa  two  nallUoiia  of  didlara.  That  ra- 
aerro  was  antborlied  by  the  BlaUag  Fund  act  of  1S17, 
dnwB  bj  Ur.  Lowndea.  The  author  of  tbla  Abridgment 
ballaTed,>rai;  that  tho  aet  had  baan  emitaaut/ aonatmcd ; 
and,  aaoMKHy,  that  then  was  bo  Beeeaalqribr  anrnaarra 
bj  law  at  all :  aad  sabmlttod  moItttloB^  aafiirood  by  a 
Voe«b,to  tbstelbd^(llsreh8,18l&}  Tha  teauintlaia  mot 
with  BO  Ibror.  Thoy  were  ralbmd  to  tba  noaodal  Com- 
mittee, and  leportod  agaluL  But  two  jam  aftarwarda 
their  object  waa  aceompUshed.  The  Ibartb  section  of  tba 
Sinking  Fond  aet  of  IBll— the  section  that  made  the  ra- 
aerre— waa  repealed,  (April  M,  ISSO.)  And  the  moMrad 
operations  of  tho  OoTernmaiU  want  on,  not  only  a*  well, 
but  hotter  tbaa  batos;  fttr,  tka  pMu  ftoadoni  glvaa  ta 
the  Tiaaaarr,  enabled  tha  pubUo  debt  to  be  paid  oT  tho 
MNHiib  Bat  tha  aipariaaea  of  that  dafhaa  boon  los^Md 
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A^n  bills  passed,  tliis  emoont  is  something 
neater  tiita  nsoal  dnrine  the  preseot  jear. 
But  it  is  ukedf  is  it  oot  the  part  of  a  prudent 
statesman  to  keep  ^ways  a  sam  In  the  trensorjr 
to  meet  these  aemaoda,  vfaich  will  cert^cly 
come  at  some  time  or  other  ?  Would  oot  every 
pradent  man  do  bo  ia  regard  to  his  own  afikirs  f 
Would  such  a  man  trust  to  oontiogencies  to 
meet  demands  which  he  knows  must  be  pud 
in  three,  six,  or  nine  months?  Certainly  he 
woald  not.  Neither  does  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  Nor  yet  is  it  obliged  to  keep  a 
large  sum  of  money  lying  unemployed,  and  for 
this  simple  reason :  iS  there  ia  always  a  certain 
amount  of  the  appropriation  of  Midyear  remun- 
iog  to  be  pidd  in  the  next,  there  Is  also  always 
a  much  larger  amount  of  revenue  earned  in 
tin  one  year,  which,  in  consequence  of  oar 
oredit  system  of  revenue,  is  not  paid  until  the 
next  Under  the  former  system  of  long  credits, 
vhich  is  still  partly  in  operation,  two-thirds  of 
the  revenue  earned  in  any  one  year,  and  secured 
by  the  best  commercial  security,  falls  due  in  one 
year,  and  is  paid  in  the  nert  Under  the  shorter 
credits  of  the  act  of  1882,  this  proportion  is 
altered ;  about  one-half  falltug  due  within  the 
year  of  importation,  the  other  half  in  the  next. 
iCany  years  of  custom-house  experience  have 
shown  us  that  these  securities  are  perfectly  to 
be  relied  upon ;  and  that  even  during  the  most 
disastrous  periods  of  trade,  the  losses  to  Gov- 
ernment are  trifling  in  the  extreme.  In  the 

S resent  year,  it  so  nappens  that,  to  meet  the 
ve  millions  and  a  half  of  the  Qoaatisfied  appro- 
priations of  1832,  there  is  a  net  revenue  ac- 
cruing froiQ  the  custom-house  bonds,  given  in 
1882,  and  actually  falling  due  weekly  and  daily 
during  the  present  year,  amouadug  to  fifteen 
millions  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Would 
any  prudent  man,  in  private  life,  under  similar 
circumstances,  consider  his  debts  unprovided 
for  (  Ought  any  statesman,  under  such  circum- 
stances, wish  to  tax  the  people  for  the  sake  of 
aocnmulating  money  in  the  treasury!  The 
pcdicy  of  fltc^ni^  up  treasures  of  gold  and  silver 
for  future  uses,  is  that  of  a  past  age.  We  now 
live  In  what  one  of  our  own  poets,  who  is  a  man 
of  business  as  well  as  a  poet,  has  happily  term- 
ed "a  bank  note  world,"  in  which,  though 
there  Is  doubtless  too  much  paper,  yet  the  place 
of  Government  hoards  of  gold  and  silver  is 
well  sad  safely  supplied  by  commercial  securi- 
ties or  custom-house  bonds  and  deposits.  This 
is  no  new  doctrine :  it  is  the  settled  policy  of 
our  Government.  It  was  originally  recom- 
mended and  enforced  by  the  late  Hr.  Lowndes, 
and  was  Anally  and  fully  carried  into  effect  by 
an  act  passed  about  foor  years  ago,  repealing 
the  oid  provisions  fbr  keeping  a  surplus  in  Uie 
treasury,  and  anthotizing  the  head  <tf  that  de- 


«a»w  rtSMTB  of  JgiOllflM  !■  mow  saftoriMd  bj  Imt.  Of 
tkatBtwMMm^ab«atborittD  Ouaks  what  ha  nM  oaee 

lidiDiv— Uut  It  wM  a  misUks  I  wtalek  maenamf,  lbs  mImim 
of  kdmlnUtratloii,  ud  Uw  pntl^  of  tlu  Gmnanl^  m- 
f^dnd  to  bo  OMTMtid. 
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partment  to  apply,  at  his  discre^n,  the  whole 
of  the  unexpended  balances,  at  the  end  of  each 
year,  to  the  payment  of  the  putdiQ  dsbL  It  ia 
by  thejndicions  exercise  of  this  power  lliat  the 
exUnetum  of  the  debt  has  been  bo  rai^dly  hast- 
ened. 

I  come  to  another  class  of  objections.  These 
are  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  this  bilL  It  is  indeed  difficult  to 
reply  to  all  these.  They  remind  me  of  the 
story  told  of  (I  think)  Dean  Swift,  who  onoe 
asked  an  acquaintance,  *'  Did  yon  ever  find  any 
good  weather  in  the  course  of  your  life  t"  The 
other  replied,  "Yea,  thank  heaven  I  a  great 
deal."  "  Now,"  said  the  oynioAl  wit,  "  I  new 
did;  I  have  always  found  It  too  not  or  too 
oold,  too  wet  or  too  dry."  Our  poor  bin  has 
met  with  even  harder  censures  than  that  <^ 
Swift  upon  the  weather.  It  is  not  only  too 
hot  or  too  cold,  too  wet  and  too  dry,  too  high 
and  too  low  alternately,  bnt  all  of  them  at  uie 
same  time.    One  gentleman  undertakes  to 

Srove  that  it  will  leave  the  treasury  naked, 
are,  and  desolate  as  the  sea-shore  at  low  water, 
while  others  pledge  themselves  to  prove  tiiat 
it  will  bring  In  such  a  tide  of  importation,  as 
will  sweep  away  all  the  manufactories,  and  fill 
the  treasury  to  overflowing. 

To  all  this  I  have  only  to  reply,  that  the 
committee,  in  thdr  estimiites,  mAjOAvt  erred 
somewhat  on  me  dde  or  the  other,  but  that 
these  estimates  were  not  arbitrarily  assnmedL 
bat  were  grounded  upon  well  kDown  general 
laws  (^im^rtatioQ,  omsamptlon,  and  increase 
of  population,  which,  like  the  (wlculations  of 
insarsnce  or  annuities,  may  fail,  in  special 
coses,  or  in  any  given  year,  but  always  hold 
good  in  the  main.  They  have  mode  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  effect  of  their  bill  upon  the  actual 
importation  of  a  certain  year,  that  of  1881,  for 
they  thought  that  this  would  produce  a  more 
certain  and  practical  resnit  than  could  be  ob- 
tained in  any  other  way.  This,  it  is  true,  was 
a  year  of  higher  importation  than  ordinary, 
thongh  about  the  aune  as  that  of  1882.  The 
committee  bdieved  that  this  excess  over  the 
average  of  former  yean,  thongh  it  might  peN 
haps  fall  short  in  this  or  the  next  year,  would 
not  fall  short  of  the  average  of  several  years  to 
come,  taken  together,  under  the  operations  of 
the  new  bill.  They  have  stated  their  reasons 
for  this  in  their  report,  and  I  need  not  minutely 
recapitulate  them.  Every  year  gives  us  an  in- 
crease of  population  as  well  as  wealth,  and  a 
consequent  increase  of  consumption,  and  the 
means  to  pay  for  foreign  goods  by  our  own 
manufactures,  or  products  of  the  soU,  fitted  for 
fordgn  export. 

We  have  not^  however,  tiie  vanity  tojmesnme 
that  we  have  framed  a  perfieot  biu.  We  have 
no  pride  of  opinion  on  this  snljeot  that  en. 
prevent  us  from  listening  with  pleasnre  to  any 
suggestions  intended  not  to  destroy,  bnt  to  im- 
prove the  bill;  and  if  good  reasons  ore  shown 
for  so  doing,  we  are  willing  to  accept  mf 
amendments  which  may  moke  the  laognsge  of 
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the  bill  more  clear,  precise,  or  comprehenslTe, 
which  will  proportion  the  duties  more  justly, 
or  which  will  adjust  more  equitably  the  several 
periods  of  the  gi'adual  reduction.  All  that  we 
daim  of  this  House  is,  that  the  bill  should  be 
received  in  the  same  spirit  of  frankness  in 
which  it  is  presented,  and  not  assailed  with 
vagae  and  contradictory  objections,  without 
the  offer  of  any  better  plan  of  impost,  either 
in  whole  or  In  part 


TmonuLT,  Jannary  23. 
Bedvetiono/the  Tofriff—Mr,  VerplaneVt  BtU. 

Hr.  Applbton,  of  Massachusetts,  said:  What 
axe  the  circumstances  under  which  this  meas- 
ara  is  brong^t  forward !  Notwithstanding  the 
greater  part  of  the  last,  long  protracted  session 
was  occupied  on  this  snl^ect ;  notwithstanding 
Uie  resnlt  of  those  labors  was  the  passage  of  a 
bUl,  by  the  votes  of  a  minority  of  this  Bouse 
almost  unprecedented  in  any  important  measure 
— a  bill  which  was  received  throngfaont  the 
whole  country  with  all  but  nnlversiu  saUsfac- 
ticm,  as  a  fiur  comproniiM,  as  the  harbinger  of 
peace,  of  reduced  otitement ;  notwithstuiding 
ftU  ttua,  we  are  now  infcnrnsd,  by  anthorii^, 
that  we  mast  review  onr  wOTk ;  that  that  bill 
will  n<^  do;  thtt  the  whole  nuittw  most  be 
gone  over  agun. 

The  measure  before  ns  naturally  presents  two 
questions :  the  first,  whether  it  is  neoessary, 
proper,  or  expedient,  that  we  should  pass  any 
bill  on  this  subject;  the  second,  whether,  on 
tiie  supposiUon  that  that  question  is  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  this  is  such  a  bill  as  we 
ought  to  pass. 

Notwltbataading  the  impatience  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  Dom  Tameasee,  QSr.  Polk.) 
that  we  should  come  to  the  details  of  the  biU, 
I  must  first  discuss  the  preliminary  and  pre- 
vious question — are  there  any  good  reasons 
why  we  should  pass  any  bill  at  alTt 

Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  should  we  disturb  the 
act  of  last  July  ?  Nobody  dreamed  of  doing  so 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress.  All  the  rea- 
sons are  to  be  found  in  the  communications  to 
this  body  from  the  Executive.  Let  us  examine 
them.  The  duty  is  urged  apon  ns  of  reducing 
the  revenue  to  the  expenditures  of  the  Oovern- 
ment ;  and  the  first  question  is,  what  relation 
do  they  DOW  bear  to  each  other! 

The  President  informs  us,  in  bis  annual  mes- 
sage^ that  "  It  is  expected,  however,  tiiat,  in 
omsetnunoe  aS  the  redoced  rates  of  duty,  wMeh 
will  tiuce  eflSaot  after  the  8d  of  March  next,  there 
will  be  a  considerable  fiilling  off  in  the  revenne 
from  customs  in  the  year  IS&S.  It  will,  never- 
tbelma,  be  amply  sufficient  to  provide  for  all 
the  wants  of  the  public  service,  estimated  even 
upon  a  liberal  scale,  and  for  the  redemption 
and  purchase  of  the  remmnder  of  the  public 
debt.^' 

WelL  nr,  then  for  1883  there  is  no  difficulty. 
KotwittuttMiding  the  reduction  in  the  term  of 


credit  for  duties  after  the  8d  of  March,  and  the 
circumstance  that  a  connderable  portion  of 
them  will  be  payable  in  cash,  thus  concentrat- 
ing a  great  part  of  the  revenue  of  two  years, 
the  revenue  is  only  expected  to  be  amply  suffi- 
cient for  tiie  expenditure,  including  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  balance  of  the  public  debt,  so 
that  for  a  year  to  oome,  at  least,  there  can  be 
no  surplus. 

We  are  next  told  that  "the  final  removal 
of  this  great  burden  ftiie  paUle  deb^  from 
oar  resoaroea  aflbrds  the  means  of  farther 
provision  for  all  the  ejects  of  general  welfare 
and  public  defence  which  I3ie  constatntion  an- 
tborizes,  and  presents  the  occamon  for  such 
further  reduction  in  the  revenue  as  may  not  be 
reqoired  fbr  them. 

Here  is  a  sentiment  to  which  the  whole  na- 
tion will  respond;  the  happy  era  of  freedom 
from  debt,  presents  an  admirable  opportunity 
for  doing  something  liberal  and  gjlorions  for  the 
general  welfare. 

But,  sir,  without  making  any  calculation  for 
these  proposed  objectSj  of  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  m  hu  annual  report  for  the 
last  year,  furnished  ns  a  long  list,  have  we  ar- 
lived  at  a  point  where  we  can  decide  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  or  confidence  that  the  rev- 
enue, under  the  bill  of  last  session,  will  exceed 
the  proper  and  necessary  expenditure  of  the 
Government  1  That  bill  was  framed  for  the  ex- 
press purpose,  and  with  the  express  view,  to 
reduce  the  revenne  to  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
penditure, and  at  the  same  time,  to  preserve 
that  incidental  protection  to  manufactures 
which  has  always  filmed  a  part  of  our  rev- 
enue system. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  informs  ns.  in 
his  last  annual  report,  that  he  still  believes  that 
fifteen  millions  (aa  estimated  In  the  report  of 
1831)  is  a&ir  estimate  of  the  probable  expenses 
of  the  Government,  for  all  objects  other  than 
the  public  debt.  I  shall  assume  it  to  be  so; 
and  propose  to  inquire  what  reason  there  is  to 
believe  the  revenue  under  the  act  of  Joly  last 
will  exceed  that  sum.   —  -' 

In  doing  so,  I  put  out  of  the  question. tho 
soles  of  the  public  lands,  as  not  furnishing  auy 
permanent  fund  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
Government  It  is  well  known  that  a  bill  for 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  these  sales 
amongst  the  several  States,  passed  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legiskitnre  daring  the  last  ses- 
uon,  and  was  postponed  in  this  House,  at  the 
dose  of  the  sesnon,  by  a  nnall  minority,  on  tiie 
ground  that  the  time  was  too  short  for  acting 
upon  so  important  a  matter.  There  are  various 
mtier  prqjeots  for  the  dispoation  of  these  lands ; 
and  we  are  told,  by  the  same  high  authority 
under  which  this  bill  is  brought  before  nf),  that 
"  it  is  our  t-ne  policy  that  the  public  lands  shall 
cease,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  be  a  source  of  rev- 
enue," It  would,  therefore,  be  absnrd  to  take 
them  into  view,  in  an  arrangement  of  the  du- 
ties intended  to  be  permanent 

fifteen  mUUoos  are  wanted,  then,  as  ror- 
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eciie  from  imports,  and  the  question ia,  whetlier, 
under  the  act  of  July  last,  they  will  produce 
a  {greater  sum.   We  find  in  the  last  aonnal  re- 

{(ort  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  fbl- 
owing  pat-agraph  :  "  Taking  an  average  of  the 
importations,  for  the  last  eix  years,  as  a  probar 
ble  criterion  of  the  ordinary  importations  for 
Borne  years  to  come,  the  reTenne  tcma  customs, 
at  the  rates  of  dnty  payable  after  the  8d  of 
Vareh  aezt,  may  be  estimated  at  dghtoen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  annually." 

Aa  the  Secretary  has  not  informed  us  of  tlie 
process  by  wliich  he  comes  to  this  result,  its 
correctness  can  only  be  tested  by  such  data  as 
the  official  docoments  flimish ;  and  I  confess  I 
cannot,  by  any  calculation  which  t  can  make, 
oome  to  the  same  result.  But  before  presenting 
my  own  caloulations,  I  must  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  another  circumstance  con- 
nected with  this  inquiry,  of  a  character  alto- 
gether extraordinary.  The  President,  in  his 
last  annual  message,  urges  the  necessity  of  re- 
dumng  the  duties  to  the  revenue  standard ;  and 
the  BeentfTj  of  tiie  Treasoi^  in  his  report 
accompanying  it,  makes  use  of  the  following 
languid  apMking  of  his  report  of  1881,  com- 
municated to  this  House  at  their  former  ses- 
sion: 

"  In  the  last  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the 
finances,  tlie  probable  expenses  for  all  objects 
other  than  the  publio  debt^  were  estimated  at 
fifteen  millions.  This  is  still  believed  to  be  a 
fair  estimate,  and,  if  so,  there  will  be  an  annual 
surplus  of  six  millions  of  dollars. 

'*  Still  firmly  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
misons  then  presented,  for  a  reduction  of  the 
revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  I  am 
again  nr|^  by  a  sense  of  dnty.  to  suggest  that 
a  further  reduction  of  mx  miliiona  m  dollars 
be  made,  to  take  effbet  after  the  year  18S8. 
WhetJier  that  shall  consist  altogether  of  a  dim- 
inutioo  of  the  duties  on  imports,  or  partly  of 
a  relinquishment  of  the  public  lands  as  a  source 
of  revenue,  as  then  snf^ested,  it  will  be  for  the 
wisdom  of  Oongress  to  determine. 

"Deeply  impressed  with  these  reflections, 
which  are  now  rendered  more  urgent  by  the 
reduced  and  limited  demands  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, I  had  the  honor  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress to  recommend  a  reduction  of  the  dnties 
to  the  revenue  standard.  The  force  of  those, 
and  similar  condderationa,  and  of  that  recom- 
mendation, may  be  supposed  to  have  received 
at  that  time  the  saacnon  of  Congress,  and  to 
have  formed  a  motive  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
July  last,  notwithstanding  that  it  was  not  then 
deemed  practicable  ftaUy  to  adopt  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  department." 

Hr.  Chairman,  on  reading  these  passages  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I 
thought  it  tlie  langaage  of  pretty  severe  repri- 
mand, because  we  had  f^ed  to  carry  into  effect 
his  recommendations  for  reducing  the  revenue, 
and  as  urging  that  circumstance  as  the  ground 
for  reqi'iring  oar  furtlier  action.  In  tiie  hurry 
in  whKh  that  bill  van  made  to  take  its  final 
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shape,  it  was  not  easy  to  calculate  precisely  the 
comparative  reduction  which  it  made,  as  corn- 
par  od  with  the  bill  from  the  treasury :  my  own 
impression,  at  the  time,  was,  that  it  went  quite 
as  far,  or  farther,  than  that  bill.  The  language 
of  the  Secretory,  therefore,  a  good  detd  sur- 
prised me,  as  indicating  a  result  so  difi'erent 
from  my  own  expectation.  It  oocutred  to  me, 
in  examining  into  tiiis  matter,  to  inquire,  bow 
&r  we  had  &led  in  our  duty ;  how  nr  we  had 
ftUen  short  of  the  SoOTetary's  recommendation. 
I  will  not  conceal  my  astonishment  at  the  re- 
sult ;  and,  nr,  I  ask,  what  will  be  the  astonish- 
ment of  this  House,  should  it  torn  out,  after 
all,  that  the  bill  of  July  provides  for  as  great  a 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  as  that  furnished  us 
by  the  Secretary  himself t  Hay,  more,  sir; 
what  will  they  think,  should  tibe  reduction 
under  our  own  bill  go  beyond  that  j>ropo8ed 
by  the  Secretary  a  fnu  million  of  doUara  ?  It 
is,  indeed,  passing  strange ;  but  it  is  said  figures 
cannot  lie,  and  I  can  bring  them  to  no  other 
resolt,  as  the  following  table  will  ahow : 

[Here  foUoT  the  tables,  tiie  resnlts  of  which  are 
stated  tu  the  argomeBt.] 

There  may  be  a  few  otiier  small  items,  oper- 
ating both  ways,  but  which  cannot  afiect  the 
result;  besides,  the  addition  on  raw  wool  is  al- 
together greater  than  will  ever  result  in  prao- 
tice :  the  importation  of  18S1  bein^  wholly 
unprecedented,  and  more  than  three  tunes  the 
amount  imported  in  any  one  previous  year.  It 
may,  therefore,  be  safely  assumed,  that  the  act 
of  July,  1882,  reduced  the  amount  of  duties 
more  tiian  a  million  of  dollars  below  those  pro- 
posed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as- 
suming the  import  of  1881  as  the  basis.  It 
would  seem,  therefore,  that  if  the  duties  have 
not  yet  be«i  reduced  to  tibe  revenue  standard,  it 
is  not  the  fanit  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
who  have  actually  gone  beyond  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Executive. 

The  question  then  arises,  have  we  any  good 

f round  for  believing  that  we  shall  be  overbur- 
ened  with  an  excess  of  revenue  under  the  ex- 
isting law  ? 

It  is  notorious  that,  at  the  present  moment, 
instead  of  there  being  any  money  in  the  treas- 
ury, the  balance  is  actually  the  other  way.  In 
the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  President  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  it  was  admtted  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  iliort  at  least  some  few  hundred 
thousand  dollars  ot  the  amount  reqidrite  to  pay 
off  the  three  per  cents,  on  the  first  ct  Jan- 
nary,  and  which  it  wished  the  Bank  to  ad- 
vance on  interest  So  that,  at  present,  we  are 
in  fact  somewhat  behindhand.  Mow,  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Connecticut  (Hr.  Ikoebsoll)  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  has  shown 
conclu^vely.  that,  according  to  the  estimates  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  the  balance  in  the 
treasury  on  the  first  of  January,  1885,  will  be 
less  than  the  appropriations  which  will  tiien  be 
oatstandiog.  I  do  not  perceive  that  tliia  state- 
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ment  is  at  all  impogoed  hy  that  of  the  chunoan 
of  the  Oomniittee  of  Vajs  and  Ueans,  (Ur. 
Vkbplaitok,)  The  only  difference  appears  to 
be^  that  the  latter  thinks  we  oaght  to  be  con- 
stantly in  debt  to  the  oatetanding  appropria- 
tions some  millions ;  tmating  that  they  wilt  not 
be  called  for  antil  we  can  reoeire  the  amount 
from  new  sources.  This  appears  to  me  rather 
a  niggardly  conrse,  as  a  p«inanent  <hi6,  for  a 
GoTemment  free  of  debt,  and  with  «  redooed 
inoome,  as  it  learei  ihtm  no  availaUe  ftmd  for 
poariUe  ocmtiQgendaB. 

The  most  tmportant  qnestion,  boweTer,  is, 
whether  tiie  permanent  revenne  noder  the  act 
of  14th  Jaly,  1883,  will  probably  exceed  the 
sum  of  fifteen  milliona  of  dollars,  the  estimated 
necessary  expenditure.  In  recommending  the 
measnre  of  redaction  to  ns,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnry,  in  his  annaal  report  of  December, 

1831,  made  use  of  the  following  very  sensible 
laognfl«e: 

'*  It  will  be  difflcnlt  precisely  to  gradnate  the 
rerenae  to  the  expeoditnre.  The  necessity  of 
avcricUng  the  posaibility  of  a  deficiency  in  the  reve- 
nue, ana  tba  peipetnal  flootnation  ia  tat  demand  and 
mppfy,  render  sndi  a  taA  almeet  fanpracdcaUe. 
Ad  excess  of  rerentie,  therefore,  nnder  iny  prudent 
system  of  duties,  may  be  for  a  time  unavoidable ; 
but  this  can  be  better  ascertained  by  experience, 
and  the  evil  obviated,  either  by  enlarging  the  ex- 
peoditnre for  the  public  servioe,  or  by  redodog  the 
duties  on  suoh  articlai  aa  tiM  conditiMi  of  the  oonn- 
tiy  would  beet  adndi." 

I  agree  talOj  in  these  sentimrats,  and  they 
would  seon  to  ofibr  an  Irreristible  amiment 
against  distorUng  the  easting  law,  nntU  tested 
by  experienoe.  The  Becretarr  of  the  Treasnry, 
in  his  communicationsof  the  last  year,  assumed 
the  amount  of  imports  for  1880  as  the  basis  of 
Ids  calculation,  being  70,876,000  dollars.  He 
now  assumes  the  average  of  six  years,  including 

1832,  which  gives  88,260,000  dollars,  whilst  &e 
Ckimmittee  of  IV^i  and  Ifoaas  assome  100,- 
000,000. 

The  importation  of  1880  was  a  very  small 
one.  In  fact,  the  only  correct  mode  of  estima- 
tion for  the  future  is  to  take  an  average  of 
yean,  and  in  the  present  case  the  result  will 
be,  aa  nearly  afi  ms^  be,  the  same,  whether  we 
take  an  average  of  four  or  Ax  years.  Taking, 
theOf  the  average  adopted  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  a  fair  basis  of  calonlation,  and 
I  shall  attempt  to  show  that  it  is  the  utmost 
wbidi  can  suSaly  be  taken,  from  the  gross  im- 
porta  86,200,000  dollars  must  be  deducted 
the  amount  of  foreign  goods  exported,  which, 
on  an  average  of  the  same  period  of  six  years, 
amount  to  a  fraction  over  20,000,000,  leaving 
66,200,000  as  the  net  amount  of  foreign  im- 

Sorts,  including  those  free  and  those  liable  to 
uty,  consumed  in  the  country,  and  from  which 
the  revenue  from  imposts  is  to  be  derived. 
The  only  accurate  mode  of  estimating  this  rev- 
ennet,  nnder  a  change  of  duty,  would  be,  to  take 
the  average  amount  of  each  article,  liable  to 
duty  under  the  new  aet^  Imported  for  the  last 
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ux  years,  and,  deducting  the  quantities  export- 
ed, calculate  the  duty  on  the  balance,  as  the 
average  net  quantity  consumed.  We  have 
been  furnished  with  no  such  table ;  and,  in  the 
absence  of 'it,  I  must  take  such  data  as  we  have. 
The  table  annexed  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Ueans  gives  twenty-three 
dollars  and  aixty-ux  cents  per  cent,  as  the  av- 
erage Aatj  payable  on  the  entire  import,  under 
the  aot  <n  Jnly  last^  taking  the  importatiim  of 
1681  as  a  ba^  ot  ealcnlanon.  Thb  ratio  will 
give  on  the  net  import  of  06,200,000,  a  revenne 
of  16,660,000  dollars,  anbjeot,  however,  to  a 
deduction  for  the  expenses  of  collection,  <if 
about  a  million  of  dollars. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  it  can  be  made  apparent, 
that  this  mode  of  estimation  gives  too  high  a 
result,  Ijecause  the  import  of  1831  embraced 
imports  of  certun  articles  paying  the  highest 
rates  of  duty,  vastiy  greater  than  tiie  average 
imports  of  the  some  articles  for  six  years,  or 
tiian  can  safely  be  caloolated  on  for  the  iuture, 
as  the  following : 

Import  Average  of  Bate  of 
of  1881.      4  yean.  duty. 

Wool  costing  over 

8  cents,  1,284,000       400,000  H  per  ot. 

Woollens  suttfeetta 

high  duties,  6,100,000  4,100,000  60  " 
Cottons,  1«,OM,000   10,800,000  48  " 

How,  it  must  be  apparent  that  this  excessive 
importation  in  these  particular  articles  goes  to 
increase  the  rate  of  doty  on  the  whole  importa- 
tion very  materially  over  any  average  of  years 
which  can  he  taken.  From  a  calculation  which 
I  have  made,  these  items  will  redace  the  average 
rate  of  duty  from  twenty-^ree  dollars  sixty- 
six  cents  to  twenty-two  dollars  forty-four  cents 
per  cent.;  and  in  this  table  no  idlowance  is 
made  for  the  reduction  of  one-balf  the  duty  on 
wines  after  the  Sd  of  March,  1634.  Putting  all 
those  things  together,  I  estimate  the  excess 
arising  from  this  mode  of  estimation,  as  amonnt- 
ing  to  at  least  a  million  of  dollars,  on  the  net 
revenue,  which  will  reduce  it  below  |14,000,- 
000,  on  the  bans  assumed  by  the  Secretary  <a 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  insenrible  to  the 
dangers  which  threaten  the  repnblio.  One  of 
the  States  of  this  Union  is  in  rebellionf  peace- 
able rebellion ;  or  if  that  word  sound  too  nanb, 
be  it  a  crisis ;  or,  to  be  more  strictly  correct, 
Sotith  Carolina  Is  in  a  Rtate  of  nuUification. 
But  is  there  any  danger  so  imminent  in  this  ? 
She  has  done  what  it  was  ^parent  twelve 
months  ago  she  would  do.  She  has  put  in 
practice,  as  a  remedy,  a  political  theory  nearly 
aa  absurd  as  the  system  of  political  economy 
on  which  die  founds  her  grievances.  But,  sir, 
in  my  apprehension,  the  danger  of  tlie  present 
crisis  is  past;  nullification  is  nullified.  The 
President's  proclamation,  ratified,  as  it  has  been, 
by  one  universal  hurst  of  public  opinion,  has 
killed  it  It  is  true  South  Oarolina  is  rising 
troops;  but  does  ai^  one  fljn>r^end  danger  to 
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tiie  UnioQ  from  South  Carolina,  br  force  ?  with 
a  white  population  of  two  hnnored  and  fifty 
fhoosand,  equally  divided,  and  holding  in  her 
bosom  three  hundred  thousand  sUves!  No, 
Ur.  Ohaimaan,  no  one  apprehends  danger  from 
Soath  Oaroliua  alone.  Ko  one  supposes  that 
South  Oaroliua  will  undertake  to  set  herself 
up  as  a  nation  by  herself.  Bhe  is  acting,  and 
we  shall  act,  under  other  views.  Our  sense  of 
danger,  and  the  real  dtmger,  lies  in  the  circnm- 
etauce,  that  throughout  all  the  Atlantio  States 
owniog  property  m  slaves,  from  the  Potomac 
to  the  Mis^ippi,  there  is  a  strong  feeling  of 
common  interest ;  a  strong  sympathy  for  South 
Gandina ;  a  violent  damor,  a  great  excitement 
agwnst  the  protective  system;  an  idea,  more 
or  less  general,  but  certainly  of  a  large  minority, 
that  the  system  is  unequal  in  its  operation,  and 
iqjnrious  to  them.  Nor  is  it  surprising  that 
this  state  of  feeling  should  exist.  Whoever 
listened  to,  or  has  read  the  speeches  which 
were  ddivered  in  this  House,  during  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  by  a  certain  party,  and 
which  were  dispersed,  thick  as  autumnal  leaves, 
through  the  whole  region  of  the  South;  with 
oUier  incendiary  tracts,  all  calculated,  if  not 
intended,  to  rouse  the  whole  Soath  to  madness, 
cannot  be  surprised  at  the  result.  We  were 
told  in  this  hall  that  the  protective  system  was 
a  nmpyre,by  which  toe  North  was  sucking 
the  warm  blood  of  the  South ;  that  the  free 
States  were  prairie  wolves,  go^;ing  their  Jaws 
by  instinct  in  the  blood  of  tiie  Sonth,  whilst 
oppression,  robbery,  and  plunder  were  sounded 
to  every  note  of  tiie  gamut.  Is  the  result  sur- 
prising t  Those  who  could  not  understand  the 
ai^^nment  on  which  their  wrongs  were  founded, 
could  understand  the  application ;  and  coming 
from  such  sources,  can  it  be  wondered  at  that 
the  existence  of  these  wrongs  should  be  be- 
lieved. 

Now  I  suppose  that  it  will  be  conceded  that 
a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  the  States 
north  of  the  Potomac,  and  of  the  West,  believe 
the  system  of  protection  to  be  one  of  sound 
policy ;  that  the  practical  operation  of  it  has 
been  beneficial  to  them,  and  usurious  to  none ; 
that  the  prostoation  of  the  system  will  in- 
flict real  injury  on  them,  by  paralyzing  their 
industry,  without  proving  of  any  benefit  to  the 
South ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  will 
sufi'er  in  the  general  ii^ury.  This  is  the  state 
of  the  case.  It  certunly  presents  matter  for 
grave  consideration,  for  wise  and  deliberate 
counsel.  But  do  we  lessen  the  danger  by  re- 
fusing to  look  it  calmly  In  the  face?  The  dan- 
ger is  disunion.  Shall  we  strengthen  this  Union, 
and  lessen  this  danger,  by  yielding  np  what  a 
minority  of  this  House  in  thdr  conscienoes  be- 
lieve, what  a  majority  of  this  nation  believe,  to 
be  a  great  national  good,  in  complaisance  to 
opinions  which  we  believe  to  be  whoUy  erro- 
neous !  That  such  is  the  opinion  of  a  m^ority 
of  this  Bouse,  stands  on  record  in  the  journal 
of  the  last  session,  under  the  sanction  and  re- 
qxm^bility  with  which  wc  perform  tlie  duties 


of  onr  high  trust.  Under  these  cironmstanoes^ 
I  also  asK,  in  the  langoage  of  the  Preadent, 
what  shall  be  done  ?  Shall  wa  sacrifice  great 
interests,  under  the  inflnence  of  panic,  or  shall 
we  examine  fearlessly  into  the  nature  of  tiie 
malady,  and  asoert^  if  it  be  capable  of  a  per- 
manent cure. 

It  is  apparent  that  this  great  difference  of 
opinion  grows  out  <ii  one  great  circumstance  in 
the  condition  of  the  different  sections  of  the 
country — ^the  existence  and  non-existence  of 
slavery.  The  great  question  is^  whether  this 
circumstance  presents  any  real  incompatibility 
or  difference  of  int^^ts,  so  as  to  make  a  sys- 
tem which  is  fitvoratde  to  one  section  aetuslly 
injariouB  to  another.  This  is  rather  a  qaestion 
of  fiut.  I  am  favorably  indined  to  the  propo- 
edtion  of  the  gentleman  from  Bhode  Isltmd, 
(Mr.  Buboes,)  or  something  of  similar  charac- 
ter, for  a  large  committee,  or  for  commissioners, 
to  inquire  into  the  actual  operations  of  the  tar- 
iff; to  bring  the  safferings  of  the  Sonth  into 
something  like  a  tangible  shape;  to  give  us 
facts,  of  which  we  have  so  little,  in  the  place 
of  theory,  of  which  we  have  so  much.  I  should 
like  an  inquiry  into  the  state  and  effect  of  man- 
ufactures, thorough  and  searching,  like  those 
which  are  gone  into  before  committees  of  the 
British  Parliament  on  all  questions  affecting 
great  interests. 

Q^en,  tfr,  tiiere  is  another  condderation  con- 
nected with  this  subject  The  tariff  h  pot  fin> 
ward  as  the  ^reat,  the  only  ground  of  oom- 
pilaint ;  bnt  is  it  the  only  ground  of  apprehen- 
sion, of  fearf  Sir,  it  is  idle  to  disguise  it. 
Ever7  man  who  hears  me  knows  that  there  is 
a  question  behind  the  tariff,  to  which  that  is 
but  as  dust  in  the  balance ;  a  qnestion  which 
includes  what  may  emphatically  be  called  the 
Southern  interest,  the  Southern  feeling ;  which 
includes  also  the  fear  and  apprehension  of  the 
Sonth  that  the  General  Government  may  one 
day  interfere  with  the  right  of  property  in 
slaves.  This  is  the  bond  which  unites  the 
South  in  a  s<^d  phalanx,  and  this  is  the  key  to 
their  jealousy  of  allowing  a  Uberal  construction 
of  the  constitution  in  reuitjon  to  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government.  Why  does  Yii^iida 
pass  weeks  together  in  discnssing  the  abstract 
ri^ht  of  secession  from  the  Union !  Does  she 
wish  to  secede?  No,  ear,  except  in  one  event. 
She  wishes  to  keep  the  door  open,  in  case  the 
question  of  emancipation  should  ever  be  serious- 
ly brought  before  Congress.  There  lie  on  the 
table  before  you  certain  resolations  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  proposing  a  convention  of  the  States 
for  certain  enumerated  purposes.  I  noticed, 
when  these  resolutions  were  reported  in  the 
Georgia  Legislature,  an  additional  proposition 
for  the  onuideration  of  the  convention,  vix., 
what  fbrther  secnrity  shonld  be  obtidned  fat  a 
certain  description  of  property.  This  was 
struck  out,  by  unanimous  consent ;  and  why  9 
Was  it  that  this  last  consideration,  like  the  poet- 
script  to  a  letter,  was  not  considered  important? 
Not  at  all ;  bat  it  was  not  thought  expedient 
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to  express  any  distnut  of  the  Becnrity  nndw  the 
]»ment  eonstitntion.  Tor  myaelC  Mr.  Ohur- 
man,  I  believe  the  South  are  nnotily  eenritiye 
on  thii  point.  T  know  of  no  Northeni  states- 
man who  calls  in  question  the  iaviolahiU^  of 
the  property  in  slaTes  onder  the  oonstitn&on. 
I  am  sure  the  people  oi  the  State  which  I  have 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  have  no  more 
^I^KMition  than  they  believe  they  have  right 
to  interfere  in  this  matter  in  any  way.  But, 
sir,  this  extreme  sensitiveness  and  apprehension 
on  the  part  of  the  Sonth  in  this  matter,  is  an 
element  too  important  to  be  overlooked  in  ad- 
justing their  anpposed  grievanoet. 

There  is  anther  qneetioD.  Does  the  South 
reaOy  wish  the  eonnnnanee  of  the  Union?  I 
have  no  donbt  of*the  attachment  of  the  mass 
of  the  people  of  the  Sonth  to  the  Union,  as  well 
as  of  every  other  section  of  the  oonntry ;  bnt  it 
may  well  be  doabted  whether  certain  leading 
politicians  have  not  fonced  bright  visions  of  a 
Sonthem  confederacy.  This  would  seem  to  be 
the  only  rational  groond  for  accounting  for  the 
movements  in  Sonth  Carolina.  A  Sonthem 
confederacy,  in  which  South  Carolina  should 
be  the  central  State,  and  Charleston  th9  com- 
mercial emporium,  may  present  some  tempta- 
tions for  IndiTidaai  amhitun). 


Mo2n>AT,  February  4. 
Slavery  tn  tia  Dittriei  <tf  C^bmNa. 

Ifr.  HsiBRB,  of  Pransylvania,  presented  a 
memorial  from  sondiy  dtiienaof  Peimsylvania, 
praying  that  slavery  may  be  ahohshed  within 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Hr.  H.  said  he  had  had  forwarded  to  him 
seven  petitions  of  the  same  tenor,  containing 
the  signatures  of  more  than  one  thousand  citi- 
cens  of  Penn^lvania,  praying  for  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  or  laws  for  the  abolition  of  slav- 
ery and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia. 

Although  it  was  not  likely,  at  this  late  period 
of  the  seerion,  and  at  a  time  when  the  attention 
<tf  the  National  LM^slatixre  is  engaged  on  snb- 
Jeeta  of  primary  andparunount  importanoe,  that 
iny  action  oodd  be  expected  dnring  Its  present 
session,  in  reference  to  the  sntiject  matter  of 
the  petitions  he  held  in  his  hand — yet  every 
philanthropist  might  justly  cherish  the  hope 
that  the  time  was  not  remote  when  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  would  deem  it  not  un- 
worthy of  their  serious  connderation  to  devise 
some  practical  scheme  for  the  gradual  abolition 
of  slavery,  and  its  worse  conctnnitant,  the  dave 
trade,  in  this  District. 

When  we  reflect,  ur,  for  a  moment,  (said  Kr. 
H.,)  on  the  grosa  inconnstency  of  the  theory 
and  practice  of  onr  Goveroment,  and  look  to 
the  sentiment  cmitidned  in  that  nored  instm- 
mentf  the  Declaration  of  our  Independence,  that 
an  men  are  bom  fno  and  Independent,  "  with 
certain  Inalienable  rights,  amongst  which  are 
life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ; " 
and  aee  tha^  in  paotice,  thw»  exists  the  moat 
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alject  slavery  in  this  boasted  land  of  Uber^, 
and  tiiat,  too,  at  the  very  portals  ot  your  haU 
of  legislation,  and  in  these  "  ten  miles  square," 
over  which  eiolosive  legislation  has  been  oon- 
fided  to  Congress — an  anomaly  such  ai  thla 
may  be  unhesitatingly  pronounced  unprece- 
dented in  any  connt^,  at  tiie  present  or  any 
other  period  of  time. 

We  all  know,  said  Ur.  H.,  how  the  evtls  of 
slavery  were  entailed  upon  our  country ;  that  it 
is  not  a  matter  of  censure,  bnt  of  regret;  and 
how  delicate  a  subject  it  is  to  touch,  or  to  legis- 
late upon.  And  he  would  be  among  the  last  of 
tiiose  whose  misguided  zeal  mi^ht  detdre  Congress 
to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  this  species  of 
property  within  any  of  the  States  of  this  Union. 

But  whatever  others  might  tliiok  with  regard 
to  the  propriety  of  petitions  coming  from  any 
other  sourco  thui  from  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict on  a  snbject  in  which  they  alone  may  be 
supposed  to  be  interested,  he  had  no  hesiti^on 
in  saying  that  amongst  the  names  attached  to 
these  petitions,  there  are  those  of  men  inferior 
to  none  in  estimating  the  sacred  rights  of  pri-' 
vate  property,  and  in  a  discriminating  knowl- 
edge of  legitimate  subjects  to  be  brought  here 
for  the  consideration  of  this  honorable  body. 
And  he  woald  add  that,  in  his  humble  b^«l^ 
in  common  with  theirs,  the  fair  fame  and  chu^ 
aoter  of  the  whole  nation  ia  deeply  involved  in 
the  continuanoe  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
In  this  District ;  and  that  the  Bui^ject  merited, 
and  he  tmsted  it  would  reodve,  the  dc^b- 
erate  attention  and  connderation  of  this  body, 
at  no  very  remote  period.  He  moved  tiiev 
reference,  without  reading,  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  this  motion,  Hr.  Masov,  of  Ya.,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nayt>. 

Mr.  Mason  observed,  that  this  memorial 
came  from  persons  not  Interested  person^y  in 
the  question  of  negro  slavery ;  and  the  language 
of  the  memorial,  and  the  remarks  with  which 
its  presentation  had  been  accompanied,  refbned 
to  the  existence  of  slavery  very  generally ;  and 
though  the  gentleman  fram  Pennsylvania  dis- 
claimed any  wish  that  Congress  uionld  abol- 
ish it  in  the  States,  yet  this  was  but  the  com- 
mencement of  a  series  of  measures  which  tended 
to  that  result  It  would  be  time  enough  for 
Congress  to  act  respecting  the  Distri<it  of  Oo- 
Inmbia  when  the  people  m  the  District  dioiiM 
themselves  request  it. 

Mr.  Bates,  of  Maine,  moved  to  1^  the  me- 
morial  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Dknitt  observed  that  many  similar  me- 
morials had  already  gone  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Craio,  of  Virginia,  was  as  much  opposed 
to  all  impertinent  interference  by  States  not 
interested  in  slave  property  with  the  tenure  of 
that  property  in  the  suTft-hoIding  States  as  his 
colleague  ocrald  be ;  but  the  people  of  Pern^yl- 
vania  and  Msssachusetts,  and  all  the  K<ntbMn 
States,  were  as  much  concerned  in  all  matters 
relating  to  the  District  of  Columbia  as  those  of 
the  Southern  States,  and  thervfore  the  petition 
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was  perfectly  regular,  and  snch  as  the  petiUon- 
en  had  «  ri^t  to  prefer,  and  sboold  therefore 
^  treated  aa  other  petationa  were. 

Hr.  Adaub  laid  he  hoped  the  qnestion 
wodd  be  taken,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
dionld  not,  on  reflection,  conclnde  to  withdraw 
his  call  for  the  jeas  and  nays.  If  he  woold 
withdraw  it,  he  wonid  confer  a  benefit  opon 
Sie  House  and  the  country,  by  preventing  a 
very  onpleasant  debate.  Mr.  A.  had  last  ses- 
sion presented  fifteen  memorials  of  a  similar 
tenor  with  this  one ;  they  had  all  gone  to  the 
Committee  on  the  DistHct.  A  short  report 
had  soon  followed,  and  then  the  subjeot  was 
heard  of  no  more  during  the  ses^on.  Mr.  A, 
though  not  in  favor  of  the  sentiments  expressed 
in  the  memorial,  was  opposed  to  laying  it  on 
fte  table,  as  being  disreapectfiil  to  the  petition- 
era.  The  right  of  petitioning  was  guarantied 
hj  the  constitution,  and  nothing  but  very  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  should  mdnoe  the  House 
to  treat  a  petition  with  disrespect. 

Mr.  Jekifeb,  of  Maryland,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table.  On  this 
motion  Mr.  Adaus  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  They  were  taken,  and  resulted :  Teas 
76,  nays  98.  So  the  House  refosed  to  lay  the 
memorial  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mason  then  witltdrew  his  oppontion,  and 
the  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Oolnmbia, 

Beiueiian  of     To^—Mr.  F«rp2an«i'«  BiXL 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  W  atitb  in  the  Chair 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Tariff  Bill. 

Mr.  Lratttt,  of  Ohio,  said :  I  am  free  to 
express  it,  as  the  strong  conviction  of  my  mind, 
that  the  gentiemen  from  the  South,  and  their 
^e  trade  friends  from  the  North,  ought  not  to 
have  brought  this  subject  before  Congress  at 
this  session.  I  make  this  declaration,  wholly 
nninfluenoed  by  any  feelings  of  prejudice  or 
hostility  towards  the  South.  It  is,  I  fear,  but 
too  true,  that  this  feeling  does  existLto  no  incon- 
nderable  extent,  between  the  Eastern  and 
Southern  portion  of  our  country — but,  for  my- 
self; I  protest  that  I  have  none  (tf  it  I  had 
live^  almost  from  the  period  of  my  ln£aooy,  in 
the  Western  country,  and  possess,  I  hope,  some 

Eortion  of  that  libfa-ality  of  feeling,  which  so 
onorably  distinguishea  uie  great  mass  of  the 
population  of  that  prosperons  and  flourishing 
section  of  our  Union.  Occupying  this  position, 
I  am  constrfuned  to  say,  that  in  ray  opinion  the 
South  ought  not  to  have  asked  that  the  subject 
of  the  tariff  should  be  agitated  at  this  session. 
I  am  not  unadvised  of  the  state  of  feeling 
which  exists  in  that  section,  in  regard  to  the 
protective  policy ;  nor  have  I  been  an  nninter- 
eeted  soeotator  of  what  has  been  pasting  there. 
The  Ttnoe  of  complaint  and  of  disooiUent,  which 
has  oome  to  us  fivm  that  quarter,  has  not  been 
unheard  by  me.  I  have  been  disposed  to  give 
it  a  respeetAil  audienc&  and  to  pay  it  a 
respectful  attenticn,  withont  inquirlc^  too 
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astutely,  wh^her  the  grievances  complained 
of  were  fnniued  or  real.  In  this  q>irit|  I  ap- 
proached the  wnsideration  of  the  modification 
of  the  tari^  at  the  last  aesBion,  and  gave  my 
vote  for  the  bill  which  then  passed.  I  voted  fat 
it,  aa  a  measure  oonoiliatniy  in  its  chamcter, 
and  as  making  no  inconinderable  ooncessions  to 
the  Sonth.  And,  may  we  not  justiy  infer,  from 
the  strong  vote  it  received  from  gentJemen 
representing  the  Sonth,  that  they  too  considered 
it  in  this  li^t  %  The  provisions  of  that  act,  in 
contrast  with  those  of  the  act  of  1828,  are 
highly  favorable  to  the  South.  It  is  estimated, 
that  the  operation  of  the  act  of  last  session,  will 
result  in  an  af^regate  reduction  of  the  duties 
on  imports,  to  the  amount  of  nearly  eight  mil- 
lions per  annum.  And,  among  the  articles  upon 
which,  by  that  act,  the  greatest  rednctions  are 
made^  is  the  doth  of  whudi  negro  clothing  is 
made,  and  negro  blankets.  These  are  pennitted 
to  come  in  under  a  mere  nominal  duty — a  duty 
of  five  per  cent.  Sir,  will  gentiemen  contend 
'  that  this  is  no  boon  to  the  South,  no  mitigation 
of  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  the  opprestiona 
of  the  tariff!  I  well  remember  with  what  feel- 
ings of  high  gratification  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  the  last  session  was  received,  not  only 
by  myself,  but  by  gentiemen  opposed  to  the 
protective  policy,  and  representing  anti-tariff 
States.  I  r^oi(Md  upon  that  occasion,  because 
I  had,  as  I  thought,  the  best  reason  to  believe, 
that  while  that  act  would  aflbrdoompetent  pro- 
tection to  the  mannfiMtnring  interests,  it  would 
sUay  the  discontents,  and  quiet  tiie  excitement 
in  the  South,  and  restore  once  more  the  di»- 
turbed  harmony  of  the  country.  That  act 
passed  both  Houses  of  Congress  by  an  almost 
unprecedented  minority ;  and,  aa  it  regards  the 
vote  in  this  House,  one  strong  item  of  testi- 
mony in  favor  of  the  justness  and  fitness  of  the 
arrangement  of  duties  which  it  provided,  is  to 
i)e  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  negative  votes 
upon  its  final  passage,  are  made  up  of  gentiemen 
who  belong  to  the  extremes  of  the  two  parties  on 
the  tariff  question ;  of  those  who  may  be  called 
the  highest  toned  friends  of  the  tariff,  and  of 
those  who,  both  upon  the  grounds  of  the  con- 
stitatinulity  and  expediency,  are  its  unyielding 
and  nnoompromi^g  enemies.  But,  agun,  sii^ 
it  should  be  btnne  in  mind,  that  tins  subject  <» 
modifying  the  tariff  was  then  laboriously  exam- 
ined, and  amply  debated  in  this  House  and  also 
in  the  Senate.  It  occupied  the  almost  undivid- 
ed attention  of  Congress  for  many  weeks — and, 
every  g^itleman  here  can  bear  witness  of  the 
arduousness  of  the  duties  of  this  House  during 
that  period.  None  will  have  forgotten  how, 
day  after  day  and  week  after  week,  we  were 
doomed  to  encounter  the  noxious,  I  was  going 
to  say  pestilential  atmosphere  of  this  Hall,  when 
within  it;  aud  without,  the  bomiug  rays  of  an 
almost  midsummer  sun.  But  the  bill  did  pass, 
and  became  the  law  <tf  the  land,  though  made 
to  take  efi^t  on  the  Sd  of  March  next,  a  day 
to  which  we  have  not  yet  been  brought  in  the 
revolution  of  time. 
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Sir,  it  is  under  these  oircamstanoes  tliat  we 
are  t^an  called  upon  to  act  on  the  anbject. 
The  Isw  of  last  sesnon  making  very  material 
changes  io  the  tarifif  law,  aaactioned  and  passed 
hj  t&e  very  members  who  are  now  present, 
has  not  jet  gone  into  operation.  And  we  are 
now  called  apon  to  pass  another  act,  making 
ftirther  and  still  greater  alterations  ta  onr  system 
of  laying  duties  on  imports.  In  view  of  all 
these  facts  and  considerations,  am  I  not  f^Ujr 
jasti6ed  in  the  assertion  that  Congress  should 
not  have  been  called  upon  for  its  action  on  tbis 
subject,  at  this  session  ?  Is  it  not  due  to  the 
people,  is  it  not  due  to  the  character  and  stand- 
ing of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  that 
the  act  of  July,  1882,  should  l>e  permitted  to 
take  tffeetj  to  the  end  that  we  may  liave  a 
practical  Ulostration  of  its  bearing  aitd  opera- 
tion, not  only  npon  the  mannfaotnring  and 
agrlcol torsi  interests  of  the  nation,  bnt  npon 
its  revenue  t 

The  argument  in  favor  of  an  immediate  reduc- 
tion of  the  tariff,  predicated  npon  the  snppo- 
ntion  that  the  bill  of  last  session  is  to  give  us 
a  redundant  treasury,  is  not,  to  my  mind,  con- 
oluuve  or  satisfactory.  Is  there,  then,  any 
other  fact  or  oonnderation,  which  calls  upon 
t^is  Congress,  at  this  session,  to  adopt  the  anom- 
alooa  coarse  of  reviewing  and  repealing  a  law 
which  was  enacted  by  it,  alter  meat  delibera- 
tion, 80  late  aa  tiie  month  of  JxHj  last,  and 
which  baa  not  yet  taken  effect !  I  am  aware 
that  the  State  m  South  Carolina,  acting  in  her 
sovereign  oi^acity,  has  adopted  measures  to 
nullify  not  only  the  act  of  last  July,  but  all 
other  laws  for  the  imposition  and  collection  of 
duties."  I  am  aware,  too,  that  she  threatens  to 
put  her  nullifying  machinery  into  operation, 
with  all  the  "  pomp  and  circumstance  of  war." 
Bat  certainly  no  gentieman  is  prepared  to  admit 
that  this  sort  of  military  demonstration,  this 
**  peaceable  "  process  of  nullification,  ought  to 
induce  Conness  to  pursue  a  course  in  rdation 
to  tbe  tariff,  different  from  what  they  would 
have  done  under  other  circumstances.  If  tiie 
tariff  is  sow  rednced,  in  pursuance  oi  what  may 
Justly  be  called  the  dictation  of  South  Carolina, 
will  it  not  be  to  sanction  the  legitimacy  and 
efficacy  of  the  course  she  has  adopted,  and  to 
make  nullification  triumphant  f  Sir,  it  was  bnt 
a  few  days  since,  that,  at  a  public  meeting  in 
South  C^vlina,  it  was  openly  avowed  by  a 
prominent  orator  and  leader  in  the  ranks  of  the 
nnllifiers,  that  the  bold  stand  which  that  State 
had  taken  against  tbe  tariff  had  caused  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  act  of  last  session,  and  had 
been  tbe  means  of  indnoing  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  to  recommend  a  farther  reduction 
of  six  or  eight  millions.  And  what,  ur,  woold 
be  tiie  language  of  the  orator,  if  we  were  to 
pa»  the  bill  now  before  us?  Would  It  not 
be  ascribed  to  the  fear  nullification ;  and 
would  not  the  pe<^>l«  reproach  us  with  having 
pnrstMd  an  extnordinary  oourae  of  action  in  our 
legislation  on  tiie  tariff  under  the  influence  of 
tUs&ar! 


[H.  or  R. 

But  we  are  bdd  that,  leaving  South  Carolina 
wh(^y  out  of  view,  juatioe  to  the  other  South- 
em  States  which  do  not  sanction  the  course  <tf 
that  State,  demands  at  onr  hands  the  imraedii^ 
adoption  of  tbe  measure  under  consideration. 
Sir,  I  cannot  admit  the  Iwtiinacy  of  tiiia  otHi- 
dnsion.  Let  gentlemMi  nom  the  South  yivw 
this  subject  candidly  and  dU^Mssionately,  and  I 
think  they  will  concede,  that,  in  pressiqg  tbe 
passage  of  this  bill  at  this  time,  they  are  asking 
more  than  strict  justice  will  warrant  Let  them 
l>ear  in  mind  woat  they  have  already  achieved, 
in  their  efforts  to  modify  and  mitigate  the  pro- 
tective  p<^icy,  and  what  has  already  been  yielded 
to  them  by  na  friends  and  advooatea.  Lettiiaa 
reflect  that  the  proaeoatiim  of  an  exteonva 
^stem  of  Internal  improvement  by  the  Genwal 
Government  is  no  longer  oniddered  a  part 
its  settied  policy,  and  is  not  likely  hereuter  to 
afford  a  pretext  for  drawing  money  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  to  be  expended  for  those 
purposes.  Let  them,  moreover,  bewr  in  mind 
what  they  have  gained  by  the  passage  of  the 
tariff  act  of  last  July :  and  lastiy,  1^  them 
remember,  that  gentiemen  on  this  noor^of  all 

Sarties,  and  from  all  quarters  of  the  Union, 
ave  united  in  avowing  the  opinion,  that  the 
revenue  of  the  country  ought  not  to  exceed 
the  wants  of  the  GoTMnmen^  administered  upon 
just  and  economical  principles.  It  seems  to 
me  the  South  ou^t  to  be  well  satiafied  with 
this  state  of  things,  and  has  no  right  either  to 
ask  or  expect  ^  tbe  Nortfaem,  Uiddle,  and 
Western  States,  a  total  sacrifice  of  theh-  vital 
interests.  Sir,  I  believe  there  is  no  such  irre- 
concilable diversity  of  interests  between  tbe 
different  secti<ais  of  this  Union,  as  that  they 
cannot  all  exist  and  be  prosperona  under  the 
same  system  of  legislation.  If  the  sottject  of 
adjustment  of  the  tariff  shall  be  approached  at 
the  proper  time,  and  in  the  prop^  spirit — in 
the  spirit  of  compromise  and  ooctubation — ^I 
doubt  not  but  it  maj  be  settied  upon  a  perma- 
nent basis,  in  such  a  mannw  as  t£at,  whUe  the 
great  agrioultural  and  manufacturing  interesta 
of  the  nation  shall  be  adequately  snstuned,  the 
South  shall  have  no  cause  or  pretext  for  com- 
plaint. 

Hr.  Adamb  said  that  he  bad  some  days  nnoe 
given  notice  of  his  determination,  after  the 
friends  of  the  bill  should  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity  of  rendering  it  as  perfect  as  they  could,  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause ;  he  would 
now  fulfil  his  purpose,  and  would  move  that 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
committee  be  stricken  out. 

He  would  offer  a  few  words  in  support  of  the 
motion.  Themeritsof  the  bill,  as  well  as  its  de- 
merits, had  been  very  fully  argued,  and  he  would 
not  repeat  what  had  been  so  well  said  by  others. 
It  was  his  opinion  that  neither  this  bill,  nor  any 
other  at  idi  resembling  it,  should  pass  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress.  There  was  one 
idea  which  he  had  not  heard  suggested  by  any 
gentleman,  and  which  was  a  decisive  reason 
with  him  why  tbe  bill  oi^ht  not  to  beciune  a 
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law.  The  bill  would  not,  as  it  seemed  to  be 
calculated  bj  many,  redace  the  amoant  of  the 
revenue,  but  oa  tKe  contrary,  greatly  increase 
it.  To  reduce  the  revenue  was  the  professed 
object  of  the  bill.  The  reasons  for  passing  it 
had  been  assigned,  first  by  the  Prerident  in  his 
message  to  Congress,  then  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  hia  report,  and  lastly  by  the 
Conii])ittee  of  Ways  and  ICeans.  But  the  Presi- 
dent himself  had  recommended  the  measure 
conditionally  only;  if  it  should  be  found  npoo 
examination  that  the  existing  protection  on 
certUD  commodities  manufactured  in  the  conn- 
try  was  excessive,  that  is,  that  it  waa  greater 
than  the  good  of  the  country  required,  that 
then  a  bill  should  be  passed  to  reduce  it.  Had 
such  an  inquiry  been  instituted  t  It  had  not. 
Ko  inquiry  nad  taken  place,  and  the  House  was 
consequently  in  possession  of  no  eridenoe  to 
flhow  that  ue  present  protection  was  ezcemare. 
if  &B  HoQse  uien  should  pass  this  bill,  which 
vent  so  materially  to  affect  great  and  wide- 
^read  interests  of  the  country,  without  any 
previous  inquiry,  it  would  not  be  following  the 
recommendation  of  the  President,  bat  the  con- 
trary. Mr.  A.  did  not  say  that  if  such  an  inquiry 
should  be  made,  and  it  should  then  appear  that 
the  protection  was  too  great,  that  ne  should 
oppose  a  bill  to  reduce  it ;  but  Uie  invratigation 
was  an  indispensable  preliminary,  and  the  &ot 
must  first  be  established. 

There  was  another  reason  why  Mr.  A.  should 
vote  aminst  the  bilL  From  a  certain  quarter 
of  the  union  OoDgrasshadamoetBolemadecdit- 
ration,  made  in  the  name  of  one  of  the  States 
of  the  Union,  and  addressed  to  all  the  other 
States,  that  the  protective  system  dkonld  no 
longer  be  carried  into  effect  within  that  State. 
In  the  address  firom  the  convention  of  South 
Oarolina  to  the  people  of  the  twenty-three 
other  States  of  this  Union,  commimicated  by  the 
president,  with  bis  recent  message  to  Congress, 
are  the  foltowing  passages.    The  convention, 

3 leaking  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  South 
arolina,  say : 

"  We  have,  therefore,  deliberately  and  unalter- 
ably resolrod,  that  we  will  no  longer  submit  to  a 
system  of  oppressioo  which  reduces  us  to  the  de- 
gnuUng  condition  of  tributary  vassals ;  and  which 
would  reduce  our  posterity,  in  a  few  generations,  to 
a  state  of  poverty  and  wretchsdness  that  would 
stand  in  melancholy  contrast  with  thebeaudfiiland 
delightful  region  in  which  the  providence  of  God 
has  cast  our  destinies.  Having  formed  this  resolu- 
tion, with  a  full  view  of  all  its  bearings,  and  of  all 
its  probable  and  possible  issues,  It  ia  due  to  the 
gravity  of  the  subject,  and  the  solemnity  of  the 
oooasioo,  that  we  uiould  speak  to  our  cowderate 
brethren  In  the  plain  language  of  frankness  and 
truth.  Though  we  plant  ourseWes  upon  the  consti- 
tution, and  the  immutable  principles  of  Justice  and 
interest  to  operate  exclusively  through  the  oivU 
tribunals  and  civil  Amotionaries  of  the  State,  yet 
we  will  throw  off  this  oppresuoa  at  every  faasard. 
We  believe  the  Federal  Goremmeot  has  no  dad- 
ow  of  right  or  aidhority  to  act  aip^ost  a  ^ate  of 
the  Conusdemcy  in  any  form,  much  leas  to  coerce 


[FasBttART,  1888. 

it  by  milita^  power.  But  we  are  aware  of  the 
diversities  of  human  oinnion,  and  have  seen  too 
many  prooft  of  the  infatuation  of  hunuui  power, 
not  to  have  looked  with  the  most  anxious  concern 
to  the  possibility  of  a  resort  to  military  or  naval 
force  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Government ;  and 
in  order  to  obviate  the  possibility  of  having  the  his- 
tory of  this  contest  stained  by  a  single  drop  of 
fraternal  blood,  we  have  solemnly  and  irrevocably 
resolved  that  we  will  regard  auch  a  resort  aa  the  di»> 
solution  of  the  political  ties  which  connect  ua  with 
our  coufipderate  States;  and  will, forthwfdi, ivovide 
for  the  mganladon  of  a  new  and  separate  Govern- 
ment.'* 

And  again,  and  in  another  passage,  the  con- 
vention s^l  more  pointedly  say : 

'*  We  win  not,  we  cannot,  we  dare  not  sobmit  to 
this  degradation,  and  oar  resolve  is  fixed  and  unal- 
terable that  a  protecting  tariff  shall  be  no  longer 
eoforced  within  the  limits  of  Soi^h  Carolina. 
We  stand  upon  the  prindplea  of  everiastiog  jus- 
tifee,  and  no  human  power  uuH  drive  us  from  our 
position." 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  peaceful  nature  of 
this  remedy,  he  never  heard  it  spoken  of  but 
it  reminded  him  of  the  firsts  adventure  of  Gil 
Bias.  Gil  Bias  had  been  furnished  by  his  uncle 
with  a  sorry  mule,  and  thirty  or  forty  pistoles^ 
and  sent  forth  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  world. 
He  sat  out  accordingly,  but  had  not  proceeded 
far  from  home,  when,  as  he  was  sitting  on  his 
beast  coonting  his  pistoles  with  moch  satisfiu}- 
tion  into  his  hat,  the  mole  suddenly  raised  hei 
head,  and  pridked  up  her  eara.  Oil  Blab  looked 
round  to  see  the  cause  of  her  alarm,  and  per- 
ceived an  old  hat  upon  the  ground  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  road,  with  a  rosary  of  very  large 
beads  in  it.  This  was  the  object  which  had 
startled  his  mule.  At  the  same  time  he  beard  a 
voice  addressing  him  in  a  very  pathetic  tone — 
*'  Good  traveller  I  in  the  name  of  the  merciful 
God,  and  of  all  the  saints,  do  drop  a  few  pieces 
of  silver  into  the  hat."  Looking  in  tlie  direction 
from  which  these  sounds  proceeded,  he  sawj"* 
to  hia  great  dismay,  the  muzzle  of  a  blnnder- 
bu^  projecting  through  the  hedge,  and  pointing 
directly  at  his  head.  As  he  moved,  this  threat- 
ening muzzle  moved  also,  still  directed  at  hts 
head.  On  looking  more  oloee^  into  the  hedge^ 
he  perceived  that  it  was  sapported  on  two  cross 
sticks  and  ^med  by  a  figure  having  the  air  of 
an  old  soldier.  Oil  Bios,  not  much  pleased  with 
the  looks  of  this  very  pious  mendicant,  hastily 
dropped  some  pieces  Into  the  hat,  and  clapping 
his  heels  into  the  sides  of  his  mule,  rode  off  with 
all  the  speed  he  could  from  this  peaceful  solic- 
itor of  aims.  This  presented  to  Mr.  A.'8  mind 
one  of  the  moat  perfect  emblems  of  the  pacific 
remedy  of  nullification  he  had  ever  seen. 

But  if  it  was  indeed  true  that  nullification 
was  intended  as  a  pacific  remedy,  Mr.  A.  bad 
this  consolation,  that  the  execution  of  the  laws 
was  also  a  pacific  operation,  and  would  con- 
tinue to  be  such,  as  long  as  the  resistance  to  it 
was  patufic;  so  long  as  nullification  was  pacifii^ 
the  resistance  to  nuIUfioation  would  prove  to 
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be  pacific  too,  and  so  there  could  he  do  danger 
that  force  woTild  be  tised  at  all.  This  was  one 
reason  why  Mr.  A.  should  vote  against  the  bill. 
Gentlemen  snpposed  that  if  it  Bboold  not  pass, 
there  would  be  great  danger  of  bloodied ; 
but  there  could  not  be  the  least  danger  of  this, 
provided  those  who  adopted  the  principles  of 
nallification  acted  according  to  their  professions 
and  promises.  It  was  not  their  pnrp<»e  to 
resort  to  fiaroe ;  and  aa  there  wotdd  then  be  no 
need  d  force  to  execute  the  laws,  ihen  wonld 
be  no  fbroe  in  the  matter,  and,  of  ooorse,  no 
bloodshed.  It  was  suppose  that  this  rery 
peaceable  and  friendly  question  might  be  settled 
without  the  intervention  of  force.  Mr.  A. 
wished  it  might ;  hut  he  considered  it  of  snch 
a  nature  that  the  qaestion  ought  to  be  settled. 
It  onght  to  be  known  whether  there  were  any 
measures  by  which  a  State  ooold  defeat  the 
laws  of  the  tTnion.  For  if  there  were,  and  the 
laws  might  be  set  aside  at  pleasure,  we  must 
seek  for  some  other  form  of  government  to  live 
under. 

Mr.  A.  had  heard  this  TTnion  called  a  con- 
federacy of  States ;  and  such  was  the  idea  pnt 
finth  in  the  Sonth  Carolina  address.  It  did 
not  address  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  it 
reoi^ized  no  such  people.  The  oonstitution, 
according  to  that  doctrine,  was  the  work,  not 
of  the  people,  but  of  their  attorneys.  It  was 
uid  that  the  act  was  the  act  of  the  States,  and 
that  this  was  a  union  of  States.  That  was, 
in  one  sense,  true.  It  was  a  union  of  the  people 
and  also  a  union  of  States.  The  convention  of 
1787  was  the  result  of  an  act  of  the  representa- 
tives of  States;  but,  as  it  came  from  their 
hands,  the  instrument  was  nothing ;  it  had  no 
more  force  or  Talne  than  a  blank  indenture, 
not  sealed.  It  might  as  well  he  miuntained  that 
the  attorney  who  drew  an  indenture  was  one 
of  the  parties  to  it,  because  he  drew  it.  It 
was  tme  that  the  States  were  also  parties  to  it, 
because  they  had  always  been  separate  com- 
munities, and,  after  the  establishment  of  the 
national  independence,  were  still  to  continue 
so.   That  was  the  reason  why  the  votes  of  the 

rple  were  taken  in  separate  masses,  and  not 
one.  It  was  more  convenient;  bat  it  was 
not  the  State  who  gave  force  to  the  constitn- 
tioo.  The  convention  sent  the  instrument  to 
Congress,  and  asked  them  to  submit  it  to  the 
State  Lepslatnres ;  hut  did  the  State  Le^^sla- 
tores  act  n|fe>n  it  t  No.  And  why  ?  Because 
they  could  never  use  the  language,  "  We  the 
petnile."  They  were  not  the  iMtrties  to  it ;  they 
oonid  not  c^vB  it  their  sanction ;  they  did  not 
pretend  to  act  upon  it ;  they  called  conventions 
of  tbe  people  to  decide  on  the  single  qaestion, 
and  the  people  adopted  the  constitation,  com- 
mencing wiUi  the  words,  "  We  the  people."  It 
had  been  the  act  of  the  people  collected  in 
separate  communities,  but  forming  one  people, 
wnose  sanction  alone  gave  to  the  ooostitution 
ell  its  power.  Sveu  had  the  States,  as  States, 
nnaniraoosly  ratified  it,  it  would  have  been  a 
dead  letter  until  the  people  had  acted  upon  it 


In  fact,  it  was  in  this  very  point  that  tlie  difi^ 
ence  lay  between  this  instrument  and  the  con- 
federation. The  nnllifiers  would  have  them 
to  be  one  and  tlie  same.  The  confederation 
has  been  created  by  tbe  State  Legidatures  and 
by  Congress.  They  went  on  the  principle  that 
this  was  not  a  Government,  but  a  confederacy. 
Therefore  it  was  first  made  by  tbe  State  Legis- 
latures, aod  afterwards  by  Congress.  Tbe  peo- 
ple had  never  acted  upon  it  all ;  they  liad 
no  part  or  lot  in  making  it;  and  it  was  because 
suon  an  instrument  was  found,  in  practice,  to 
be  whoDy  ineffitient,  and  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  people  of  this  Union  to  live 
h^pily  or  peaceaUy  under  It,  tiiat  they  went 
to  work  anotiier  way. 

Here,  however,  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  was 
wandering  from  the  subject  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  position  he  bad  assumed  was,  that  the 
Government  was  hound  to  protect  the  great 
interests,  all  the  great  interests  of  the  citizens. 
Wherever  any  great  interest  existed  in  the 
community,  there  the  protection  of  Govern- 
ment must,  of  ri^tf  be  extended.  But  pro- 
tection might  he  extended  in  ^fitoent  forms  to 
diffiarent  interests.  It  was  true  that  the  inters 
ests  of  one  portion  <^  tiie  ccnnmnnity  could 
often  be  protected  only  at  the  expense  of  some 
other  portion  of  it  It  was  the  eomplunt  of  the 
nnllifiers  that  the  Government  took  money  out 
of  the  pockets  of  one  portion  of  the  Union  to 
put  it  into  the  pockets  of  another.  And  in 
extending  protection,  this  must  always  more  or 
less  be  the  case.  But  then,  while  the  rights  of 
one  party  were  protected  in  this  way,  the  rights 
of  the  other  party  were  protected,  equally,  but 
in  a  difiteraiU  wf^.  He  would  illustrate  thia 
position. 

In  the  Soutiiem  and  the  Soutli-westem  pw- 
tions  of  this  Union,  there  existed  a  oeradn 
interest,  which  he  need  not  more  particularly 
designate,  which  enjoyed  under  the  constitution 
and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  an  especial 
protection  peculiar  to  itself.  It  was  protected 
first  by  representation.  There  were  on  that 
floor  upwards  of  twenty  members  who  repre> 
sented  what  in  other  States  had  no  representa- 
tion at  alL  Mr.  A.  believed  that  it  was  not 
three  days  since  he  beard  it  declared  by  a  gen- 
Ueman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cuttok,)  that  the 
species  of  population  he  now  alluded  to  consti- 
tuted the  *'maehinei7  of  the  South."  Kow, 
that  machinery  had  twvitj  odd  representatives 
in  l^at  hall ;  Tepresentatives  elected,  not  by  the 
machinery,  but  by  those  who  owned  it  Was 
there  any  audi  representation  in  any  other  por- 
tion of  tae  Union  ?  Did  the  manufacturers  ask 
for  any  representation  on  their  machinery !  He 
believed  their  looms  and  factories  had  no  vote 
in  Congress ;  but  the  machinery  of  the  Sooth 
hod  more  than  twenty  representatives  on  that 
floor.  And  if  he  should  go  back  to  the  history 
of  this  Government  teom  its  foundation,  it  would 
he  easy  to  prove  that  its  decisions  had  been 
affected  in  general  by  minorities  less  than  that 
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Nay,  he  might  go  further,  and  insist  that  that 
very  represeotation  of  which  he  had  spoken, 
had  ever  been,  in  fact,  the  ruling  power  of  this 
Oovemmeat.  Was  this  not  protection !  Was 
it  not  protection  at  the  ezpeuse  of  another  por- 
tion of  the  oonunnnity?  If  it  did  not  iiterally 
money  oat  of  the  pockets  of  some,  and  put 
it  into  the  pool»t8  cf  others,  still  it  (iterated  in 
preotsdr  the  same  way.  Yes ;  tins  very  pro- 
teotioD  had  taken  millions  and  miHions  of  money 
from  the  free  laboring  population  of  this  coun- 
tty,  and  pat  it  into  the  pockets  of  the  owners 
of  Southern  machinery.  Mr.  A.  did  not  com- 
plMQ  of  this.  He  did  not  say  that  it  was  not 
idl  right.  What  he  sud  was,  that  the  South 
possessed  a  great  protected  interest— an  interest 
protected  that  ioatmraeot — [Mr.  A.  held  the 
constitution  in  liis  hand.]  He  was  for  adhering 
to  the  bargain,  because  it  was  a  bargain.  Not 
Uiat  he  would  agree  to  it  if  the  bargdn  were 
sow  to  be  made  over  again. 

Bat  there  was  anwier  great  interest  pro- 
tected under  the  oonstitntion.  He  referred  to 
the  Interest  of  cunmoroe  and  navigation.  The 
country  had  a  navy,  which  was  now  oosUmr 
it  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  a  year.  Of 
what  valoe  was  this  to  ^e  mannftotarer,  or  to 
the  wool  grower,  if  they  should  reason  on  the 
narrow  and  contracted  principle,  that  their  per- 
sonal iDterest  was  the  only  interest  in  the  com- 
munity for  which  they  onght  to  care?  On 
such  principles,  the  navy  was  nothing  to  them. 
It  might  achieve  as  many,  and  as  ^onons  victo- 
ries as  ever  had  been  won  by  the  wooden  widls 
of  the  fiist-anchored  isle :  the  manufacturer  was 
Bot  a  cent  the  richer  for  tbem.  But  he  was 
obliged  to  pay  to  support  the  navy,  and  to  pay 
dx  or  seven  miUioos,  including  navy  and  army. 

The  Honse  ooald  not  pass  any  bill  that  wonld 
BOt,  of  necessity,  oonnrm  the  ordinance  of 
South  Carolina.  No  law  upon  this  subject  could, 
at  this  Ume,  be  enacted  by  Congress,  out  would 
be  received  and  understood  by  all  parties, 
firiend  and  foe,  to  be  the  triumph  of  nullifioa- 
tion.  The  State  of  South  Carolina  had  said 
that  the  tariff  law  was  noli  and  void ;  and  that 
it  should  not  be  executed  within  her  limits. 
And  Congress  immediately  replies,  by  declaring 
that  that  law  should  not  be  executed  any- 
where. Ifr.  A.  admitted  that  such  a  proceeding 
idght,  for  a  moment,  remove  the  qneaUon  of 
nomftoation.  But  it  wonld  be  for  a  moment 
only.  Let  Oongress  {wm^t  one  State  to  declare 
tiiat  ita  laws  ^onld  not  be  executed,  and  sub- 
mit to  have  that  declaration  carried  into  effect, 
and  they  would  soon  have  States  enough  tell 
them  ttiat  the  laws  should  not  be  executed 
wit^  their  limits.  And,  without  intending 
any  refieotion  on  South  Carolina,  he  might 
olMerve,  that  there  were  States  in  this  Union, 
who,  if  they  should  say  the  same  thing  that 
South  Carolina  had  said,  might  make  it  a  much 
more  serions  question.  And  the  House  might 
take  his  word  that  they  would  have  meh  un- 
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He  wished  to  see  the  question  setUed.  South 
Carolina  had  made  up  on  issue ;  she  said  she  wish- 
ed it  settled  peaceably-  Hr.  A.  was  for  meeting 
her,  and  settling  the  question  she  had  made.  This 
Union  was  now  tottering.  It  was  totterii^  to 
ita  foundati(m  on  the  question  whether  a  single 
State  posseoeed  the  power  to  annul  laws  enacted 
by  the  whole  Union.  He  averred  that  this  was 
a  question  on  which  the  ctmtinuanoe  of  the  Union 
depended.  It  was  a  question  that  must  be 
settled,  and  this  was  the  time  to  setUe  it  There 
was  no  time  in  which  it  could  be  so  fitly  and 
BO  advantageously  settled,  as  at  this  time,  be- 
cause those  who  rused  the  question  declared 
their  desire  to  be^  that  it  should  be  settled  peace- 
ably. Mr.  A.  wished  that  it  might  be  settled 
peaceably.  He  believed  that  it  would  be,  because 
he  believed  tliat  the  nullifiers  would  not  strike 
the  first  blow ;  and  that  the  Government  would 
be  too  wise  imd  too  cautious  to  do  it ;  and  if 
neither  party  stmok  the  first  Mow,  it  must  be 
settied  peaoeably.  Either  the  lawa  would  be 
executed,  or  the  tariff  annulled,  and  the  pro- 
tectingsyst«m  destroyed.  If  that  system  should 
be  destroyed,  he  would  not  siqr  in  what  fonn  the 
question  would  oome  up,  as  a  question  £»  more 
serions  tiian  was  now  made,  and  to  be  settied 
in  referenoe  to  a  di&rent  interest  At  present 
the  interests  of  the  South  were  protected,  and 
superabundantiy  protected,  by  the  provisions 
of  the  oonstitntion.  Let  that  protection  be 
destroyed,  and  they  would  find  their  security  put 
in  question  in  a  manner  not  so  easily  gotten  rid 
of.  The  notion  held  out  in  &vor  of  the  bill  was, 
thatitwastoallajdiscraitents.  And  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  ot  W^sand  Means  had 
deUvered  a  very  pathetio  and  very  eloqnentenlo* 
gium  upon  fear.  Mr.  A.  had  listened  to  it  witii 
greatddl^t;  butashekoewth^gentiemanto 
be  an  accomplished  olassio  scholar,  he  would  ven- 
ture to  remind  him  that  there  were  other  virtues 
Iwsides  fear,  suitable  for  the  exercise  of  a  patriot 
and  a  statesman,  on  which  as  Just  and  eloquent 
eulogiums  might  be  pronounced.  Among  these 
was  the  virtue  of  fortitude — ^a  virtue,  which  he 
was  under  a  solemn  conviction  that  every  mem^ 
her  of  this  Honse,  and  every  intelligent  citizen 
of  this  community,  would  at  no  dbtant  day 
be  called  upon  to  exercise ;  in  commendation 
of  which  he  would  refer  the  gentieman  to  a 
classic  authwitiy,  which  no  one  better  ander» 
stood,  or  was  more  qualified  to  ^>preoiate.  He 
alluded  to  the  aentiment  so  eloquently  expressed 
by  the  great  Bmnan  poet: 

JoBtam  ct  tonaoam  propoaitl  Tlram 
Hum  «Mtiin  ardor  prataJu^Mttum. 
K«ii  valttu  iutMtli  Tmnal, 
UmttqnataiiUK 


WKDmsDAT,  February  18. 

£anh  of  th»  United  StatM—8ale  qfStcett. 

Mr.  Folk:,  firom  tiie  Committee  of  Ways  and 
ICeaosyrepoited  tin  ic^wing  UU: 


Reiuaiim  of  the  Tariff—Mr.  VerplaiKkU  Bill. 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBSSS. 


16T 


FmmoAKT,  1888.]       Bank  of  ^  United  Stata—Sale  of  Stock*— Prttidential  SUetum.  [H.  or  R. 


JUi  ACT  mthoriting  tke  aalt  cf  the  MatJe  Stock 
of  th*  Unit*d  State: 
Sic.  1.  £«it  enacted,  &c.  Tbat  the  Secrettr;  of 
the  TrcMiiiy  be,  aod  he  ia  hereby,  tuthoriied  to 
nil  the  lUhreB  owned  bj  the  United  States  in  the 
Bank  or  the  United  States,  on  such  terms  as  he 
maj*  deem  most  for  the  interest  of  the  United 
States :  Promded,  That  no  stock  be  add  for  leas 
than  the  market  tbIiw  thereof,  or  fbr  lev  than  (he 
par  value. 

8k.  8.  St  itjiirtker  tmaettd,  That  It  ahall  be  law- 
Iblfor  the Buk  of  the  Unhed  Sutes  to  purchaae 
■aid  stock,  or  any  part  thereof,  any  tUdg  io  any  act 
to  the  contrary  notwithatandfaig. 

The  bOl  having  been  read,  and  the  qnestion 
of  oomM  being  on  ndering  it  to  a  wcond  read- 

ViOKLiFn,  of  Kestncky,  objected,  (which 
at  thifl  rtage  is  eqnivuIeDt  to  a  motion  for  rejec- 
tion ;)  and  tbe  qnestion  being  then  stated  in  the 
form  required  by  the  rule,  "  Shall  this  bill  be 
T^ted?" 

Ur.  WicKUTFS  said  he  was  impelled,  by  a 
sense  of  his  duty  to  his  constitnents  and  to  his 
ooantiy,  to  do,  in  this  case,  what  he  bad  never 
done  ffinoe  be  had  had  a  seat  on  this  floor — to 
move  the  rejection  of  a  bill  at  its  first  reading. 
There  are  eases,  s^  ICr.  W.,  in  which  ooartesy 
riioold  yield  to  the  denumda  lujnstioe  and  public 
dnty ;  and  this,  in  my  humble  Jndgment,  is  one 
of  tbem.  I  do  believe  that  the  passage  of  this 
bill  is  not  demanded  any  pablio  considera- 
tion. It  is  fraught  with  inoalcolable  min  to 
all  private  interest,  except  the  interest  of  the 
stockjobbers  of  Wall  street.  I  will  say  nothing 
of  the  interest  whidi  political  etoc^obbers  m»y 
feel  in  the  measure  now  liefore  you.  This 
measure  will  inflict  injory,  perhaps  ruin,  npon 
,  many  of  yoar  honest,  and  I  might  say,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  intwest  which  they  have  in  this 
institotioDfiiinwoteetedcdtiseoa.  Its  immediate 
^bet  wooid  be  to  redooe  thirty-five  mUlimis 
of  Uie  stock  nt  the  country,  parfbrming^  in  a 
great  measure,  the  flmetions  <tf  a  woulattaig 
medium  iu  our  oommeroial  exchanges,  ten  per 
centum  in  its  value.  Possibly  I  may  over-esti- 
mate the  loss ;  but  I  think  not.  This  time  last 
year  this  stock  commanded,  in  tbe  markets  of 
the  world,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  per 
centum  advance.  The  minona  policy  which  the 
administration  of  tlie  country  has  pursued 
towards  this  institution  has  sunk  tbe  v^ue  of 
this  capital  twenty  per  cent,,  equal  to  seven 
millions.  The  United  States  has  sust^oed  a 
loss  in  the  value  of  the  stock  heM  by  the  Gov- 
enuaentL  equal  to  one  million  four  hundred 
tiKKtsand  dollars,  and  yet  tlie  Oommittae  of 
Ways  and  Ueans  propose  a  measure  by  whidi 
the  Government  wul  inevitably  anstain  a  fiuAer 
loss  of  more  than  one  miltion.  For  what  reason  t 
And  why  is  this  mad  policy,  air,  I  might  be 
allowed  to  say  this  wicked  measure,  proposed  1 
I  have  heard  none,  nor  can  I  discover  any,  save 
tiiat  the  Preudent  of  the  United  Btates  has  re- 
eommended  tt. 

le  it  wise  to  sell,  at  asaorifios,  8to<^  yi^ing 
•n  interest  of  six  par  oentom  to  the  Oovem- 


iment,  that  money  may  lie  idle  in  the  treasury  ( 
Is  not  our  treasury,  at  this  time,  said  to  bo  over- 
flowing ?  Has  not  the  administration  told  us 
that  tbe  present  tariff  will  yield  us  at  least  six 
millions  of  money  more  than  is  needed  for  all 
the  wants  of  the  Government  f 

Hr.  WniTTLxsET,  of  Ohio,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious que-stion ;  wnioh  motion  being  seconded, 
the  previous  question  was  ordered :  Yeas  94^ 
nays  90. 

The  main  question  was  then  put  in  the  Ibl- 
lowingform:  "Shall  this  bill  he  rejected?**  and 
deoided  as  follows: 

Teas, — Uesars.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Al- 
len, Allison,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Banka,  IS, 
Barber,  Barrioger,  Baratow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Branch, 
Brigga,  Bacher,  Bullard,  Bnrd,  Cahoon,  Choate, 
Collier,  L.  Condict,  S.  Condit,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper, 
Corwin,  Coulter,  Craif;,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crcighton, 
Daniel,  John  Davia,  W.  R.  Davis,  Dearborn.  Den* 
ny,  Dewart,  Dieksui,  Dntyton,  Ellaworth,  George 
ETans,  Joaboa  Evans,  Sdward  Everett,  Horaoe 
Everett,  Findlav,  Orennell,  H.  Hall,  Bawes,  Helster, 
Hodgea,  Hughes,  HuntiogtoQ,  Ihrie,  Ingeraoll,  Ii^ 
vin,  Jenifer,  Kendall,  H.  King,  Kerr,  I<etcher, 
MarshaU,  Maxwell,  Bobert  McCoy,  McDofBe,  Ho- 
Kenoan,  Ifercer,  MiUigan,  Newton,  Pearce,  Pendle- 
ton, Pitcher,  Potts,  Baadoldi,  John  Reed,  Pencher, 
Boot,  Russel,  Semmes,  WiUiain  B.  Shepard,  Slada, 
Smith,  Southard,  Speoce,  Stanbury,  Stewart,  Stom^ 
Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance, 
Vinton,  Washington,  Watmongh,  Wilkin,  Wheeler, 
Eliaha  Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whittlesey.  Edward 
D.  White,  WickUffe,  Wilde,  Williams,  Young— 102, 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adair,  Alexander,  R.  Allen,  An- 
derson, Anml,  Arofaer,  Barnwell,  James  Batu^ 
Bevdaley,  BeD,  Bnven,  Bethune,  James  ^air, 
John  Blafar,  Boon,  Bonck,  Bonldhi,  John  Bimd^ 
head,  John  C.  Brodhcad,  Cambreleng,  Chandler, 
China,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Clayton,  Coke,  Connor, 
Davenport,  Dayan,  Doubleday,  Draper,  Felder, 
Ford,  Foster,  Gaither,  Gilmore,  Gordon,  Griffin, 
Thomas  H.  Hall,  WUIiam  Hall,  Harper,  Hawkins, 
Hoffman,  Holland,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Isadu; 
Jarvis,  Jewett,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnaon, 
Kavanagh,  KeouoD,  Adam  King,  John  King,  La- 
mar, I^nsing,  Leavitt,  Leoompte,  Lewis,  Lyon, 
Hann,  Hardb,  Mason  McCarty,  Wm.  McCoy,  Mo- 
Intyre,  McKay,  Mitchell,  Newnan,  NnckoUs,  Patton, 
Pierson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Edward  0.  Reed,  Roane, 
Sonle,  Speight,  Standifer,  John  Thomson,  Verplanck, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Weeks,  CampbeU,  P. 
White,  WorUiington— SI. 

Bo  the  bill  was  r^eoted. 

PmidaUM  EUcUtr^Covntvng  tk»  VoUt. 

The  hour  of  one  having  arrived,  the  Senate 
attended  in  the  ball  of  the  House  oif  Bepresent^ 
ativea — the  President  of  the  Benate  talcing  thft 
<Aair  of  the  Bouse — and  in  the  presence  (h  the 
two  Houses  proceeded  to  open  tbe  votes  of 
the  Electors  in  the  several  Btates  for  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  Messrs. 
Gbuhdt,  of  the  Senate,  and  Deatton  and  Hun- 
balBd,  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  acted 
as  a  committee  to  read  and  enumerate  the 
votee ;  and  the  whole  having  been  gone  through, 
tha  remit  was  asoertained  to  be  as  ftdlows : 
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Stalnrifiit  of'  fhf  rot.:i  for  PrtitidfTtt  and  Vim  Jh^' 


firAT£3  OF 


CSS 
Uft 


Nu'H"  irujnpfiilT-e, 
ILhiKl.;  iqnnil, 

Neiv  Vofk, 
rttiniflTMili, 

Nuiitk  iJArt-IIbb, 

Oblo, 
LouislBJiP, 

Uluoiirl, 


Wbolu  Nd.  plcctarM. 


4[> 


Faltf/or  P^tide>U  of  the  Uaits^  States. 

for  Andrew  J&clisoa,  of  Tenn«ia4d,, '  t  Sis 

For  Henry  Clay,  (if  Kpatucl*y,         -  -  !!i 

Pot  John  Flovil,  or  Virginia,         -  -    !  [ 

For  Williaiii  WjiI,  of  Marylmid,      -  -  7 

i'ulf  fm-  i'Ur  t'rr'si.L  nt  of  ihf  {hiUed  Siafga, 

49 


;i 


t'cr  I'oliii  Seru^i.'Eint.  ot'  I'l'iirisylv.initt. 
Far  WILliaD]  Wilkin.H,  ol'  rpiiiiKvlvuitia, 
For Amoi  EHmaker,  (>f  fi'inmlviiiLin, 
For  Henry  Leo,  of  MjiSdatJm&uUa,  - 

WliL'i'fU[iLiii,  l3ie  T'rL^siik'iJt  nf  tlio  Soimtf  ]>ru- 
ulniiTit'fl  tli[it  A.vimEw  Jal'K4on,  (.if  lVnTic->'<L'L'. 
]javi[]i:  ji  iiKijiirity  u!  llir  wliule  luimlior  nf  vi.|i,-«, 
was  liikcti^ii  I'ri}sif!(.'iiL  (jf  tlie  ITnitL-il  ^tjilti  fur 
four  years,  from  tht*  4tii  ciity  of  Mjiti-'Il  iicxt^ 
aad  thfit  llivHTis  Vi.N  BcREN,  of  Ni^w  Vtirk. 
;  A  m^ority  of  Totes  therefor^  was  elected 
lent  of  the  UniEad  States  fur  the 
BSmc  term. 
Tiio  atea  wUhdreir,  and  tit* 


of  ttie  House  of  Repreaentatives  from  the  State 
of  New  York.  After  some  appropriate  rei^iarka^ 
Mr.  H.  SDbmitted  the  following  resolutions, 
wtuch  were  unanimoosly  adopted : 

1.  Jteaolved,  That  the  members  of  tbU  House 
will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  JausS 
Lent,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  House  from 
the  Slate  of  New  York,  bj  wearing  crape  on  the 
left  arm  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  aeanon 
of  Congress. 

2.  Betolved,  That  this  House  will  attend  the 
funeral  of  the  late  James  Lent  to-morrow,  at 
eleven  o^clock,  A.  M.,  and  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for,  and  to  superintend,  the 
said  fimeraL 

8.  Retolvtdf  That  a  message  tw  sent  to  tlie 
Senate,  to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  JAXia 
LiMT,  Ute  a  member  of 'this  House,  and  that  his 
foneral  will  take  place  to-morrow  at  deven  o'clock. 

The  Hotue  then  adjourned. 


Fbtoat,  FebmBry  23. 
.Dtathitf  tfuEepresmtative^  James  Lent^  Jr., 
.  ^tt,  Homuti  rose,  and  announced  tu 


UoiTDAT,  February  85. 
Meitagejivm  the  Pntidmt 

WASHiHonni,  Aftnuay  22,  1888. 
To  tht  Smm  of  JtepraemtaHwu  : 

I  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  a  letter  from  Genera!  Lalkyette  to  the  Sec- 
retary  of  State,  with  the  petiUon  which  came  en- 
ckwed  in  it  of  the  Coaatess  d'Ambngeao  and  'Hap 
dame  de  la  Qoree,  grand-daughters  of  Harshal  Count 
Rochambeau,  and  original  documents  in  support 
thereof,  praying  compensation  for  services  rendered 
by  the  Count  to  the  United  States  during  the  rerolu- 
tionaiy  war ;  together  with  translations  of  the  same. 
And  I  transmit,  with  the  same  view,  the  petition 
of  Messrs.  de  Fontenille  de  Jeaumont  and  de  Rossig^ 
nol  Grandmont,  praying  compensation  for  services 
rendered  by  them  to  the  United  States  in  the  French 
army,  and  during  the  same  war,  with  original  pa- 
pers in  support  thereof;  all  recdTed  through  the 
same  channel,  together  with  translations  of  the 
tame.  ANDREW  JACICSUN. 

The  Uessage,  with  tiie  peMtions  and  papers^ 
vas  referred  to  the  Committee  on  BeTolntion- 
uy  Olaims. 

Sevenue  Collection  Bill — KuUiJication. 
The  House  arrived  at  the  Senate's  bill  further 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Gabson  moTed  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Gom- 
mtttee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uniou. 
He  made  this  moUoo,  because  he  thought  that 
on  a  question  <tf  so  much  importanoe  the  fnlleat 
and  freest  ^seusaion  ought  to  be  (dlowed.  Ilie 
present  measure  was  uf  a  similar  character  to 
one  already  reported  upon  by  the  Judiciary 
Gommittee  of  that  House,  and  which  had  been 
oonsigned  to  the  Oommittee  of  t^e  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union ;  conusteacy,  therefore, 
demanded  that  tlie  bill  before  them  should  be 
referred  to  the  same  committee.  If  it  went  at 
once  to  the  House,  the  previous  question  might 
be  called,  and  all  deliberation  out  off.  Mr.  0. 
iXincluded  by  deprecating  the  present  bill  as  of 
a  more  despotic  character  thui  the  alien  and 
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Hr.  Watnb  wished  it  to  be  nnderatood,  that 
wheD  gentlemen  designated  the  bill  as  one 
which  was  calculated  to  dissolve  the  Union,  as 
a  bloody  bill,  and  so  on,  they  misrepresented  it 

grossly.  He  had  hoped  that  something  would 
ave  been  done  to  compose  the  country ;  and 
probably  hia  hopes  would  have  been  verified, 
if  the  aetkm  irf  ue  House  had  not  been  delayed 
by  thB  death  of  a  member.  Why,  be  asked, 
Bhonld  that  important  measure  be  now  set  a^de, 
and  another  snbstdtnted  }  Bnt  it  seemed  as  u 
it  was  not  intended  that  the  tariff  bill  should 
pass.  The  time  had  now  arrived  when  men 
OQght  to  act  together  for  one  common  object — 
to  have  the  tariff  reduced,  and  tbe  country 
pacified.  Ue  knew  sucli  a  dispoution  to  exist 
on  the  part  of  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  members, 
although  others  would  not  suffer  the  bill  to 
pass. 

Ifr.WxBBKN  B.  Datis  sud  the  House  woald 
do  him  the  justice,  and  tliose  with  whom  he 
acted,  to  own  that  they  were  in  no  way  re- 
roonrible  fur  the  snail-paoe  of  the  tariff  bill ; 
uiey  had  not  impeded  it  oy  the  frivolous  amood- 
ments  alluded  to,  or  by  propositions  of  any 
sort.  They  acquiesced  in  and  followed  tiie 
snggestions  of  fneuds  on  this  floor,  and  remain- 
ed riilent  on  this  deeply  interesting  sulgect,  lest 
to  their  participation  in  the  debate  shonld  be 
attributed  whatever  of  a  dilatory  or  stormy 
character  it  might  assnme.  Yon  have  all  wit- 
nessed, he  said,  that  we  submitted  in  silence  to 
the  reading  and  discussion  of  public  documents, 
containing  false,  maticions,  and  defamatory  li- 
bels on  the  State  and  people  of  South  Carolina ; 
to  language  of  eontnmely  and  reproach  upon 
our  public  Aractlonaries,  (friends  whom  we 
dearly  love,)  that  shot  like  flery  arrowsthron^h 
our  veiOB.  Tetwe  were  dnmb.  SUU  more,  sir, 
the  bitter  cup  was  not  yet  foil — it  might  not 
erm  thus  pass.  We  felt  it  our  duty  to  let  the 
sacrifice  be  complete.  We  remained  in  our 
places,  we  kept  onr  seats,  and  bore  the  t<ntm:c. 
You  all  knew,  from  tbe  beginning  of  the  session, 
that  such  would  be  oar  course ;  yet  we  were 
baited  at  the  start.  What  friendly  voice  of 
tmth  or  justice  was  heard  in  our  vindication 
during  those  hours,  days,  weeks,  of  barniDg 
agony  f  What  did  we  hear  ft-om  those  who 
ooght  to  have  defended  ust  Why,  that  South 
Oarolioa  was  precipitate  I  After  ten  years  of 
petition,  prayer,  and  saffering;  after  witness- 
ing all  our  Sonthem  deter  States  taken  np  last 
summer  with  the  preddential  elecUmt,  as  if  ^e 
shirt  of  Kessns  were  not  upon  their  backs. 
Pre^pitate  I  away  with  suoh  stuff  and  nonsense. 
And  what,  do  we  now  see  f  The  tariff 
'  qneadoD,  that  has  been  creeping,  loitering, 
orivelling,  dragging  itself  throagh  six  weeks  of 
the  session ;  the  very  bill  we  were  desirous  to 
abstun  from  discussing,  lest  we  might  shake 
too  rudely  the  leaves  of  its  olive  branch — a  bill 
entitled,  by  all  parliamentary  right  and  usage, 
to  precedence,  is  to  be  slioved  aside,  and  this 
firebrand  to  be  flnng  before  it.  Why  1  tie- 
caue,  fimsooth,  the  Fnddent  wills  iti  And 


[a  ofB. 

by  whom  is  the  attempt  made  to  substitute 
this  sword  in  tbe  place  of  the  olive  branch ) 
By  the  oi^ans  and  fast  friends  of  the  President 
on  this  floor.  Can  I  be  mistaken !  That  I  may 
not  be,  I  desire  now  to  ask  of  the  honorable 
chairmnn  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  (if  he  be 
in  the  House),  I  do  not  see  him  in  his  sea^ 

glere  Mr.  Bbll  rose  tram  a  diflisrent  part  of  the 
ouse,]  to  ask,  and  the  terms  of  former  kind- 
ness  bcAween  va  entitle  me  to  a  candid  answer, 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  party  with 
which  he  acts,  to  gire  precedence  and  pr^r- 
ence  to  the  bill  for  oollecUng  revenue. 

Mr.  Bbll,  of  Tennessee,  would  answer  the 
question  in  the  same  spirit  of  candor  in  which 
it  was  asked :  it  was  dedred  to  have  this  meas- 
ure passed  as  soon  as  practicable,  and,  for  that 
-purpose,  to  give  it  preoedence.  He  exonerated 
tbe  delegation  of  South  Carolina  from  all  re- 
sponsibility for  tbe  delay  of  the  tariff  bill,  and 
approved  their  course  on  the  occasion. 

Then,  aii  Mr.  Datis,  we  understand  it  now. 
The  Freddent  is  impatient  to  wreak  his  ven- 
geance on  Booth  Cwvlina.  Be  it  so.  Pass 
your  measure,  sir ;  unchain  yoar  tiger  \  let  loose 
your  war  dogs  as  soon  as  yon  please.  I  know 
tbe  people  yon  desire  to  war  on.  They  await 
you  with  uoflincbing,  tmshrinking,  uDblancbing 
firmness.  I  Imow  full  well  the  State  you  strike 
at.  She  is  deeply  ensfarined  tn  as  worm  affec- 
tions, brave  hearts,  and  high  minds,  as  ever 
formed  a  living  rampart  for  public  liberty. 
They  will  receive  this  bill,  sir,  wliethcr  you 
pass  the  other  or  not,  with  bcom  and  indigna- 
tion, and  detestation.  They  never  will  submit 
to  it.  They  will  see  in  it  Uie  iron  crown  of 
Cbarlemwie  jdaoed  upon  tbe  head  of  yonr  Ex- 
ecutive ;  uiey  will  see  in  it  the  scene  upon  the 
Lupercfd,  vamped  np  and  newly  varnished; 
they  will  see  in  its  hideous  features  of  pains 
and  penalties  a  declaration  of  war  in  all  but  its 
form;  they  cannot  (for  they  are  the  best  in- 
formed people  on  the  face  of  tbe  earth,  or  that 
ever  have  been  on  it,  on  the  great  prihciples  of 
civil  and  political  liberty)  bat  see  in  it  the  utter 
prostration  and  demolition  of  State  rights.  State 
constitutions,  ay,  and  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion too.  But,  say  gentlemen,  and  I  ara  sur- 
prised at  their  blindness  and  hardihood,  it  is 
all  a  mistake ;  it  is  a  mere  bill  for  collecting 
the  revenue — intended  for  the  preservation  <a 
peace,  and  to  prevent  civil  war.  Civil  war 
with  whom  t  Sir,  all  usurpations  are  attempt- 
ed on  suuh  mild,  lovely,  and  benevolent  pre- 
texts as  Uiese.  Peace,  is  it  ?  Shame,  Shame  t 
You  pour  fire  and  brimstone  on  our  beads,  and 
bid  us,  in  the  language  of  a  departed  friend, 
"  Be  qaiet ;  it  is  Macassar  oil— myrrh — frankin- 
cense 1  "  You  tell  ns,  with  this  bill  of  puns 
and  penalties,  of  army,  and  navy,  and  militia 
in  your  fist,  that  it  U>  a  mere  matter  of  revenue 
collection ;  a  very  quiet,  peaceable  affair.  Yon 
collect  taxes  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
osll  it  civil  process  t 

I  have  intimated,  and  I  repeat^  that  I  wUl 
not  oppose  the  talung  up  this  oill  by  any  Indi^ 
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ract  means ;  X  am  ready  to  meet  and  expose  its 
defonnity ;  I  only  ask  that  you  will  not  gag  as 
with  your  previous  question.  Vonohsofe  me 
that,  you  may  go  year  ways  ;  hut  that  yon  can 
apply  the  gag,  is  but  too  manifest,  since  the 
cordial  junction  pro  tanto  of  two  liostile  par- 
ties; the  one  opposed  to  the  President,  and 
who  declures  that  he  is  not  worthy  of  his  oflSce, : 
or  of  ttie  trust  an^  confidence  of  the  country ; 
and  another  that  seems  willing  to  p«n.t  hun 
any  thine  he  aska.  . 

I  heard  a  gentleman  somewhere  near  ne  say 
that  the  vfaue  question  is  one  of  dollars  and 
cents.  To  be  snre,  it  is  the  very  gist  and  mar- 
row of  it ;  if  it  were  not  that  there  were  such 
things  as  Southern  dollars  and  cents,  we  wonld 
never  have  heard  the  question  made ;  the  ne- 
fiorions  system  would  never  have  grown  up. 
All  governmental  oppressions,  exactions,  and 
^rranny  throu^out  the  world,  and  through  all 
time,  have  been  perpetrated  for  the  dollars  and 
the  eents  of  honest  people,  earned  by  the  sweat 
of  tiieir  brow,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  tliem 
to  tiie  powerAil  or  r<^ei8h,  who  did  not  earn 
them.  If,  LoweTer,  it  is  meant  to  aqr  that 
South  Oarolina  makes  a  qnestion  of  tiie  mere 
amonot,  the  more  or  less,  to  be  ecmtrihoted  tat 
tiie  rai^rt  of  tiie  Government,  the  diort  an- 
swer is,  it  is  not  true.  What  does  her  bright 
And  glorions  history  tell  youf  To  coin  her 
heart  for  money ;  to  drop  her  blood  for 
drachms  I  Her  objection  is  to  your  taking 
lier  dollars  and  centa,  not  for  the  support  of 
tiie  Government  she  Jointiy  made  with  her 
sister  States,  but  for  the  purpose  of  patting 
them  in  your  pockets,  or  of  ttie  people  or  States 
you  represent.  The  amount,  even  then,  she 
might  have  borne  as  a  temporary  injustice,  had 
you  not  declared  it  a  perpetuity.  The  geotie- 
man  from  Georeta  (l£r.  WaTim)  haa  informed 
US  that  this  bUl  will  be  hannlees,  as  a  tariff 
project,  not  yet  submitted,  will  certainly  be 
adoi>ted,  that  is  better  than  either  yet  proposed. 
I  am  delighted  to  hear  it ;  but  why,  in  the 
name  of  liberty,  is  it  not  offered  to  us  instead 
of  this  outrage  on  the  coustitution  t  Why  arm 
the  President  with  powers  so  dangerous  to 
peace  and  freedom ;  and  in  the  face  of  a  re- 
corded refusal  by  your  predecessors  to  give  the 
pacific  civilian,  tiie  mild,  virtuoas,  humane  Jef- 
ferson, the  much  lesser  power  of  suspending  the 
haibeaM  eorpva  act  f  Is  tbis  thing  so  coveted  by, 
and  gratifying  to  the  President  ?  Is  this  bloody 
bUl,  this  Boston  port  bill,  so  deltghtAil  to  him 
that  tt  ifl  to  be  preferred  to  that  which  is  s«d 
to  be  pacificatory  ?  Why,  tir,  if  he  must  be 
gratified — must  be  amused  and  pleasarably 
employed,  bay  him  a  tee-to-tam,  or  some  other 
harmless  toy,  but  do  not  give  him  the  parse 
and  sword  of  the  nation,  the  army  and  navy, 
and  whole  military  power  of  the  country,  as 

Iteaceful  playthings  to  be  used  at  his  discretion. 
^  however,  tbis  bill  must  pass ;  if  there  be  no 
substitute  so  palatable  as  blood,  I  withdraw  my 
opposition  to  ita  being  taken  up,  and  only  ask 
ttM  privilege  <tf  eiiponng  ita  details ;  althoogh 


Ci^iiABT,  usa. 

I  clearly  see  that  the  interested  passions  on  one 
side,  and  a  supple  subserviency  on  anath«>, 
will  ensure  its  pass^  hy  a  very  large  migority. 
In  what  I  have  said,  no  individual  iulodon  was 
pretended :  X  fired  at  the  fiock,  Hy  fusion 
was  to  a  state  of  things  as  notorions  as  noon- 
day. Our  situation  is  peculiar,  and  some  allow- 
ances should  be  made.  Our  representatives  on 
this  floor  are  small  In  number.  Onr  people 
love  honor  as  they  do  liberty :  both  Iiare  been 
aesdled.  We  value  hl^Uy  the  opinion  of  the 
wise  and  good;  many,  very  numy  of  whom  we 
recognize  in  the  rauln  of  onr  adTeraariea.  It  ia 
when  they  show  a  disbelief  or  8uspici<m  oi  the 
integrity  of  oar  purposes,  or  parity  of  our  mo- 
tives, that  we  feel  the  iron  enter  oar  hearts. 

One  word,  sir,  to  the  gentieman  over  the 
way— entirely  over  the  way — who  says  this 
bill  is  necessary,  because  South  Carolina  has 
not  yet  repealed  her  ordinance.  "Has  not 
yet,"  I  presume,  means,  notwithstanding  the 
President's  proclamation.  Sir,  South  Carolina 
has  received  the  insolent  mandate  of  the  Pres- 
ident commanding  her  to  retrace  her  steps,  tear 
from  her  arohivea  <me  of  tiie  brightest  pages  ol 
her  ^ory,  and  alter  the  f^indamental  principlei 
ai  her  constitntion ;  and  Ae  aenda  him  back 
for  answer  (through  her  hnmble  represuita- 
tives)  the  message  sent  from  tJtica  to  Oassar — 

**  Bid  him  AlabftDd  hU  legloiia ; 
Bestore  the  commonwMlth  to  llb«Ttr ; 
Submit  bis  ftctlons  to  tha  pnbllo  eeiuun^ 
Abide  the  judgment  of  a  Boman  SeoMe, 
And  aMv*  to  gttn  tbe  paidoa  of  tiM  pMpta." 

^lat,  idr,  is  her  answer. 

hill  into  the  Bov$$:  moUm  to  mak$  it  a 
S<naemea$wv  by  ttrHmifout  ths  vkoie  <^ 
Mr.  VerpbrnefMbitt,  liaiffbiUfandiimrtinff 
th*  tohoU    the  Senate  bul  a$  an  amendment, 
Hr.  LnoBU  moved  to  strike  out  all  tlie  bill 
after  the  enacting  clanae,  and  to  insert  another 
bill  in  lien  thereof,  [the  bill  ictrodaoed  in  the 
Senate  by  Mr.  Olat.] 
This  being  objected  to, 
Hr.  Lbtodis  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  instriictioDS 
to  report  his  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  Mr.  Arnold,  and  Mr.  Davis,  of 
Massachusetts,  rose  together  to  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to :  Yeas  96,  nays  64. 

The  qnestion  b^ng  stated  on  engroanng  the 
new  bill, 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massaohusetta,  rose  and  said: 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  approve  baafy  legisla* 
tion  under  anyeironmstancea,  but  it  is  e^>eoiid- 
ly  to  be  deprecated  in  matters  of  great  impor- 
tance. That  this  is  a  measure  of  great  impor- 
tance, affecting,  more  or  less,  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States,  will  not  be  denied, 
and  onght,  therefore,  to  be  matured  with  care, 
and  wdl  understood  by  every  gentleman  who 
votes  upon  it.  And  yet,  sir,  a  copy  has,  for  the 
first  time,  been  laid  upon  oar  tawea,  rince  I  rose 
toaddreaajea;  and  thia  is  the  first  i^portiini^ 
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we  have  had  even  to  read  it.  I  hope  others 
foel  well  prepared  to  act  in  this  precipitate 
manner;  bnt  I  am  obliged  to  acknowledge  I 
do  not ;  for  I  hold  even  the  best  of  intenuona 
will  not,  in  legisIaUon,  excuse  the  errors  of 
baste. 

I  am  aware  that  this  measare  assumes  an  im- 
poring  attitnde.  It  is  called  a  bill  of  oompro- 
ndse ;  s  measnre  of  hannony,  of  conciliation ; ; 
%  measure  to  heal  disaffection,  and  to  save 
tb»  Union.  Sir,  I  am  aware  of  the  imporiog 
rilbet  of  these  bland  titles;  men  love  to  be 
tiKn^t  generooa,  noble,  magnanimoos;  but 
thej  OQght  to  be  etjnally  anzioas  to  acquire 
the  reputation  of  being  jnst.  While  they  are 
anxioDs  to  compose  diffioalties  in  one  direction, 
I  entreat  them  not  to  oppress  and  wrong  the 
people  in  anbther.  In  their  efforts  to  save  the 
tlnion,  I  hope  tlieir  zeal  will  not  go  so  &r  as  to 
create  stnmser  and  better  founded  discontents 
than  those  utev  compose.  Peacemakers,  medi- 
ators, men  woo  allay  excitements,  and  tran- 
qaillize  public  feeling,  shonld,  above  tUl  conrid* 
erations,  study  to  do  it  by  means  not  oflbnsive 
to  the  contending  parties,  by  means  which  will 
not  iddict  a  deeper  wound  than  the  (me  which 
is  healed.  Sir,  what  is  demanded  by  those  that 
threaten  the  integrity  of  the  Union  I  An  aban- 
donment of  the  Ainerican  system ;  a  format  re- 
nonciation  uf  the  right  to  protect  American 
indnstry.  This  -js  the  language  of  the  nullifi- 
cation convention ;  they  declare  they  regard 
the  abandonment  of  the  principle  as  vastly 
more  important  than  any  other  matter;  they 
look  to  that,  and  not  to  an  abatement  of  duties 
without  it;  and  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Carolina,  (Ur.  Davis,)  with  his  nsoal  frankness, 
tdd  ns  this  morning  it  was  not  a  question  of 
ddlam  and  oents;  the  money  they  regarded 
not,  hat  they  required  a  change  of  polio;. 
They  demand  the  pound  of  flesh,  with  the  nn- 
yielding  obstinacy  of  Shylock,  and  they  re- 
qmre  this  House  to  apply  the  knife  nearest  to 
uie  heart;  and  shall  it  be  cut  away  ?  Is  it  pa- 
triotic f  la  it  harmonizing  public  feeling  t  Is 
it  saving  the  Union  to  dram  out  the  life-blood? 
What  is  this  bill?  I  will  not  say  it  goes  at 
once  to  such  extremities,  but  it  seems  to  me  to 
oontaio  a  principle  which  works  an  unqualified 
abandonment  of  the  protective  policy,  unless 
diangee  greater  than  we  have  a  right  to  look 
for  ahall  take  place  in  oar  condition. 

It  proposes  to  descend,  by  a  reduotiai,  once 
bk  two  years,  of  two-tenths  of  the  excess  of 
datiea  over  wid  above  twenty  per  cent,  for 
nearly  eight  years.  It  then  proposes  to  divide 
the  re«due  of  such  excess,  into  two  eqa^  parts, 
and  to  remove  the  whole  in  two  years,  so  that 
all  dnties  on  alt  imports  will  be  run  down  to  a 
level  of  twenty  per  cent  ad  valorem,  in  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  years.  The  first  part  ^  the 
descent  may  be  termed  gradual;  bat  in  the 
)ast  two  years,  the  strides  are,  I  fear,  decidedly 
too  long  to  be  met  by  any  preparation  for 
them.  Oor  oonrse  then  is  down  hill  daring 
tins  time,  wealing  oat  the  Azneriean  qrscem ; 
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and  when  we  arrive  at  the  foot,  we  pass  ont 
from  under  the  protection  of  that  parental  ben- 
efactor, and  place  ourselves  under  tlie  guar- 
dianship of  the  Carolina  system.  I  say  from  the 
American  to  the  Carolina  system,  tjecause  du- 
ties which  are  now  below  20  per  cent.,  are  to 
be  raised  to  that  amount,  and  all  free  articles, 
with  the  raoeption  of  an  nninnwrtant  list  of 
dyestnfih,  are  to  be  antjected  to  datiea.  Duties 
are,  therefore,  at  the  end  of  oar  dedivitoos 
course,  to  fidi  on  all  impcsled  mercliandise  at 
an  equisl  rate  of  twenty  per  cent.  This  is  the 
Carolina  system. 

What  will  be  the  effect  of  this  bill  ?  The 
protection  will  t>e  diminished  team  year  to 
year.  This  will  check  the  operations  of  capi- 
tal ;  It  will,  I  fear,  stop  investinents,  if  it  does 
not  crash  that  enterprising,  valnable  class  of 
young  men  who  have  entered  upmi  business,  re- 
lying upon  their  indnstry  and  cf^mcity  to  carry 
tiiem  forward.  They  are  in  debt,  and  I  fear 
timid  creditors  may  fall  upon  them.  Business 
thenwillbebroae^ttosMandatanyrate,  and, 
ifbankraptoieaensnajViUbe^minished.  This 
is  predMly  what  some  Interested  in  mannfao- 
turing  are  selfish  enough  to  desire,  fyr  tiiey 
have  money;  wages  will  be  cheaper,  if  a  por- 
tion of  the  mills  cease  to  run,  and  no  new  ones 
are  erected,  and  the  capitalists  will,  by  this 
means,  in  the  end,  f^in  more  by  a  diminution 
in  the  competition  in  business,  and  the  reduo- 
tion  in  wa^es,  than  they  will  lose  by  the  reduc- 
tion in  duties.  Bnt,  sir,  this  is  a  policy  founded 
in  sach  naked  selfishness ;  it  is  built  up  so  man- 
ifestly at  the  expense  of  those  who  have  smdl 
capital,  and  of  the  laborers ;  it  is  so  hostile  to 
the  first  principles  of  protection  which  invite 
the  free  investment  of  capital  from  all  quarten, 
that  goods  may  be  made  c^eap  by  tiie  compe- 
tition, and  the  public  be  thus  benefited,  that  no 
fiiend  of  American  labor  can  fpv«  it  his  appro- 
bation on  that  ground.  It  may  answer  for  a 
time  the  purposes  of  a  few,  if  it  operates  as  they 
anticipate ;  but  sbonld  this  prove  so,  it  will  be 
an  unanswerable  argument  with  the  public  for 
disapproving  of  it,  for  the  causes  which  wiU 
make  the  measuro  valnable  to  some,  will  make 
it  injurious  to  the  public. 

Again,  sir,  I  can  vote  for  no  bill  which  aban- 
dons protection.  I  thinlc  this  does.  It  adopts 
the  Carolina  system  for  equalinng  duties,  \jj 
bringing  them  all  to  90  per  cent.  It  abandons 
the  exercise  of  all  right  to  discriminate,  and  in 
ttiat,  ^ve  me  leave  to  say,  abandons  common 
sense,  for  the  system  of  equalization  has  never, 
to  my  knowledge,  until  now,  found  an  advo- 
cate among  financiers  .or  political  economistsi 
It  is,  however,  a  veir  cunningly-devLsed  plan, 
and  worthy  of  its  origin,  (Qallatin,  in  tiie  free 
trade  report,)  for  it  contuns  a  sweet  poison 
that  wiU  destroy  the  last  remnant  of  protection. 
Who  ever  heaxa  of  so  absurd  a  system  as  equal- 
izing duties !  What,  impose  the  same  duties  on 
ardent  spirits  as  upon  tea  and  coffee  I  Bnt  why 
do  the  free  toaders  dedre  an  equalization !  Why 
do  tb^  innat  that  the  duty  on  hats,  on  sboos 
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and  boots,  on  leather,  on  scythes,  hoes  and 
axes,  shall  be  reduced  to  20  per  cent  i  Why 
do  they  at  the  same  time  insist  that  there  Bhall 
be  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  tea  and  coffee,  pep- 
per, spices,  fhiita,  and  a  thousand  other  things 
which  we  do  not,  and  never  shall  produce,  and 
which  are  now  free  of  dnty  ?  It  is  to  level  all 
protection  with  the  dnst.  They  start  with  the 
proposition  tliat  the  pablio  debt  is  paid^  that 
we  have  too  maoh  nvenne,  and  it  most  be  re- 
daoed.  We  have  always  contended,  not  that 
the  revenue  shall  not  be  redaced,  for  we  are 
not  the  advocates  of  aa  accamolating  surplna, 
bnt  that  it  shall  be  redaced  by  letting  goods  in 
free,  or  by  dtmtnlshing  the  amoant  of  duty 
when  the  whole  cannot  oe  spared,  and  that  this 
principle  shall  be  applied  to  mercbimdise  not 

groduced  in  this  country,  that  oar  labor  may 
ave  tile  benefit  of  the  revenue  as  a  protection. 
While  we  contend  that  the  revenue  shall  be 
levied  in  this  manner,  the  free  traders  insist 
that  nothing  shall  be  free,  and  that  the  duty  on 
fll  shall  be  alike.  The  rev6QU&  say  they,  is  too 
abundant,  and  must  be  rednced.  The  bill  be- 
fore us;  M  reported  bjr  the  Oommittee  of  Ways 
and  Mean^  is  for  that  purpose.  What  a  happy 
mode  of  redacing  the  revenue,  to  diminish  the 
duty  on  bats,  shoes,  boots,  leather,  axes,  ; 
from  SO  pel*  cent,  and  more,  to  20  per  cent., 
when  the  articles  are  so  entirely  produced  here, 
under  the  present  protection,  that  none  are  im- 
ported, and  no  revenue  is  realized.  Is  not  the 
direct  and  obviuoa  effect  of  such  a  reduction  an 
experiment,  to  see  if  the  foreign  articles  cannot 
be  introduoedj  and  the  revenne  increased  in- 
stead of  diminished  ?  It  is  a  still  more  singular 
mode  of  reducing  revenue  to  restore  the  daUes 
on  articles  wbioh  are  free.  Sir,  the  ftnners, 
the  mechanics,  the  mannfaotnren,  cannot  be 
blind  to  snch  an  inddiooa  soheme.  They  will 
not  fail  to  discover  that  the  reduodons  of  du^ 
on  a  vast  variety  of  articles  produced  wholly 
in  this  country  are  mi^  nnder  a  fidse  pretence 
of  redacing  the  revenue ;  and  that  the  restora- 
tion of  duttes  to  free  articles  is  also  made  under 
the  delnsive  pretence  of  making  taxes  more 
eqaaL  It  will  not  escape  their  observation  that 
this  crafty  plan  of  reducing  revenne  is  apparent* 
ly  devised  lor  the  purpose  of  overstocking  the 
teeasury,  and  creatmg  a  surplus  from  year  to 
year,  so  as  to  call  for  farther  and  farther  reduc- 
tions. tiU  you  come,  as  the  politicians  of  South 
Oarolina  dedare  yon  shall,  to  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent.  Is  ftnot  plun  that  an  equalization  gives 
the  least  protection  which  indostiy  can  possibly 
have,  unless  you  make  the  duties  on  articles 
whidk  we  do  not  produce,  higher  than  yon  rate 
them  on  snch  as  we  do  produce  t  When  yon 
have  arrived  at  twenty  per  cent,  if  there  is  a 
snrplns,  yon  have,  I  believe,  the  right  to  dis- 
criminate t>elow  that :  bat  of  what  value  is  such 
a  right  I  Twenty  per  cent  ad  valorem  upon 
the  foreign  cost;  what  Lb  thatf  Qo  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  costom-honse  in  New  York,  who 
iritness  the  daily  frauds  and  impositions  of  im- 
pcvten.  Oo  to  the  head  of  that  establishment 
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who,  it  is  said,  declared  openly  in  this  city,  it 
was  a  rulroad  for  legalized  smoggling,  and  in- 
quire what  a  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  dnty, 
or  any  o^er  ad  valorem  dnty,  is.  And  if  they 
tell  you  the  truth,  it  will  be,  that  it  is  what- 
ever the  importer  chooses  to  have  it 

This  bill,  after  we  have  made  our  de^pent^ 
/aeilit  deaeentu*  Av«m%  carries  us  into  the  free 
trade  system,  which  may  h^  snmmed  up  under 
'three  heads : 

1.  All  specifio  duties  are  abolished,  and  all 
duties  are  to  be  ad  valorem ;  all  free  trader^ 
and  especially  the  Yorkshire  men  and  Lanca- 
shire men  of  England,  have  alwa^v  eamesUy 
contended  for  this.  For  what  reason,  it  is  dim* 
cult  to  imagine,  unless  it  is  because  frauds  are 
perpetratea  with  greater  facility, 

2.  All  duties  are  to  be  eqnid,  and  to  be  as- 
sessed upon  all  imports,  except  a  few  articles  of 
little  importance,  and  consequently  the  discrim- 
Inating  principle  is  abandoned. 

8.  The  gradaal  rednction  which  is  professedly 
made  to  ndnoe  revenue,  is  am>Ued  to  all  arti- 
cles, as  well  those  on  whidi  no  revenne  is 
rused,  as  those  which  produce  revenue :  thus 
tending,  by  every  redaction,  to  bring  the  Amer- 
ican producer  into  greater  peril  at  every  step. 
If  this  be  not  a  toti^  unqualified  abandonment 
of  the  protective  policy,  unless  twenty  per 
cent  is  protective,  uien  I  know  not  what  is  an 
abandonment  The  bill,  it  is  true,  provides 
that  after  we  come  to  the  twenty  pw  cent  ad 
valorem,  the  dnty  is  to  be  assessed  on  the  val- 
uation in  the  home  market  About  the  mean- 
ing of  this,  however,  there  is  already  a  dispute. 
The  South  say  it  means  the  price  of  the  goods 
by  the  duties  and  chai^j  that  is,  it  means 
the  foreign  cost:  and  a  distingniahed  gentle- 
man declared  in  debate  distinctiy,  that  be  sup- 
ported the  bill  npon  that  ezpoution  of  its 
meaning.  If  this  be  a  true  interpretation,  the 
provision  is  worth  nothing.  That  valuation  is 
to  be  related  by  law,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  bill,  and  what  that  regolati(m  will  prove 
to  be,  no  one  can  foresee. 

Sir,  I  regret  that  discontent  and  signs  of  vio- 
lence have  manifested  themselves  in  this  coun- 
try ;  but  I  am  not  disposed  to  meet  it  with  a 
faint  heart,  or  to  falter  for  a  moment  in  support 
of  the  Union  and  constitution.  I  would  face 
these  disturbers  of  the  public  tranquillity  <hl 
their  own  ground,  and  accede  to  the  general 
propodtion  that  the  revenne  shall  be  rednced 
to  the  demands  of  the  Government ;  bnt  the 
amount  of  expenditure  shall  be  fixed  by  Con- 
gress, and  not  by  South  Carolina ;  and  the  rev- 
enue should  be  raised  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
give  the  most  ^cient  protection  to  American 
labor.  For  one,  sir,  while  I  would  do  South 
Carolina  justice,  ample  justice,  I  would  not  de- 
stroy the  Union  by  attempting  to  save  it  I 
would  not  bring  the  power  of  Congress  and  the 
constitution  into  contempt,  by  establishing  a 
precedent,  that  a  little  knot  of  aneasy,  discon- 
tented politicians  can,  by  threatening  to  dis- 
solve the  Union,  make  the  Government  itself 
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bow  down,  humble  itself  in  the  dnst,  abandon 
its  policy,  and  promise  in  future  to  give  no  of- 
feoce.  If  these  are  the  terms  oq  which  the 
Union  exists ;  if  this  Government  holds  and  ex- 
ercises its  powers  upon  such  contingencies  as 
these,  I  was  abont  to  say,  the  sooner  the  Uniwi 
is  at  an  end  the  better,  for  the  mde  breath  of 
treason  will  ^ssolve  it  at  any  moment  But, 
sir,  whether  South  Carolina  is  well  or  ill 
pleased,  whether  she  declares  herself  in  or  out 
of  the  Union,  I  am  not  prepared,  on  any  com- 

f remise,  to  give  up  the  protective  policy ;  and 
do  contend  that  an  equalization  of  duties  aa 
low,  or  lower,  than  twenty  per  cent,  protection, 
is  incompatible.  Yes,  when  you  surrender  the 
right  to  discriminate,  you  surrender  all. 

This  is  a  bill  to  tranquillize  feeling,  to  har- 
monize jarring  opinions;  it  is  oil  poured  into 
inflamed  wound* ;  it  is  to  definitively  settle  the 
matters  of  oomi^idnt.  "What  assurance  have 
we  of  that  f  Have  those  who  threatened  the 
Union  accepted  itf  Has  any  one  here  risen  in 
his  place,  and  announced  his  satis&ction  and 
his  determination  to  abide  by  it  ?  Not  a  word 
has  been  uttered^  nor  any  ugn  or  assurance  of 
satisfactioQ  given.  Suppose  they  should  vote 
for  the  bill;  what  then?  They  voted  for  the 
bill  of  July  last,  and  that  was  a  bill  passed  ex- 
pressly to  save  the  Union ;  but  did  they  not 
flout  at  it  f  Did  they  not  spurn  it  with  con- 
tempt f  And  did  not  South  Oarolina,  in  de- 
rision of  that  compromise,  nnlliQ^  the  law! 
This  is  a  practical  illostratioo  of  the  exercise  of 
a  phllantnropio  spirit  of  eondesoension  to  save 
the  Union.  Toor  fb^  and  your  imbecility 
was  treated  as  a  jest.  It  has  already  been  said 
that  this  law  wiU  be  no  more  binding  than  any 
other,  and  may  be  altered  and  modifled  at 
pleasure  by  any  subsequent  Lef^slatnre.  In 
what  sense  then  is  it  a  compromise!  Does 
not  a  compromise  imply  an  adjustment  on 
terms  of  agreement  ?  Suppose,  then,  that 
South  Carolina  should  abide  by  the  compro- 
mise while  she  supposes  it  beneficial  to  the 
tariff  States  and  injurious  to  her;  and  when 
that  period  shall  close,  the  friends  of  protection 
tiiaH  then  propose  to  re-establish  the  system. 
Vhat  honorable  man,  who  votes  for  this  bill, 
eould  snstida  sach  a  measure  9  Would  not 
South  Oarolina  say,  you  have  no  right  to 
change  this  law,  it  was  fonnded  on  compro- 
mise ;  yon  have  hod  tibe  benefit  of  your  side 
of  the  bargain,  and  now  I  demand  mine. 
Who  could  answer  such  a  declaration?  It 
under  such  circumstances,  you  were  to  proceed 
to  abolish  the  law,  would  not  South  Carolina 
have  much  more  Just  cause  of  compliunt  and 
disaffection  than  she  now  has  1 

It  has  been  said,  we  ought  to  legislate  now, 
because  the  next  Congress  will  be  hostile  to  the 
tariff.  I  am  aware  that  such  a  sentiment  has 
been  industriously  droulated,  and  we  have  been 
exhorted  to  escape  from  the  hands  of  that  body, 
as  from  a  Uon.  But,  dr,  who  knows  the  senti- 
ments of  that  body  on  this  question !  Do  you, 
or  does  any  one,  possess  any  information  vbidi 


[H.  or  R. 

justifies  him  in  asserting  that  it  is  more  un- 
friendly than  this  House?  There  is,  in  my 
opinion,  little  known  about  this  matter.  Bat 
suppose  the  members  shall  prove  as  ferocious 
towards  the  tariff  as  those  who  profess  to  know 
tiieir  opinions  represent,  will  the  passage  of 
this  bill  stop  their  action  ?  Can  yon  tie  their 
hands?  Give  what  pledges  yon  please,  make 
what  bargains  yon  may,  and  that  body  will  act 
its  pleasure  without  respecting  them.  If  yon 
fall  short  of  their  wishes  in  warring  upon  the' 
tariff,  they  will  not  stay  their  hand ;  but  sJI  at- 
tempts to  limit  their  power  by  abiding  compro- 
mises, will  be  considered  by  them  as  a  stim- 
ulus to  act  upon  the  subject,  that  they  may 
manifest  their  disapprobatiou.  It  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  that  if  the  next  Congress  is  to  be 
feared,  we  are  pursning  the  right  course  to 
arouse  their  jealonqr,  and  excite  uieu  to  action. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  rose  to  express  my  views  on 
this  very  important  question,  I  regret  to  say, 
without  the  slightest  preparation,  as  it  is  drawn 
before  ns  at  a  very  unexpected  moment.  But, 
as  some  things  in  this  bill  are  at  variance  with 
the  principles  of  public  policy  which  I  have 
uniformly  maintained,  I  could  not  suffer  it  to 
pass  into  a  law  without  stating  such  objections 
as  have  hastily  occurred  to  me. 

Let  me,  however,  before  sitting  down,  be 
understood  on  one  point.  I  do  not  object  to  a 
reasonable  adjustment  of  the  controversies 
which  exist.  I  have  said  repeatedly  on  this 
floor,  that  I  would  go  for  a  gradoal  reduc- 
tion on  protected  articles ;  but  it  mnst  be 
very  gr^nal,  so  that  no  violence  shall  be 
done  to  business;  for  all  reduction  is  neces- 
sarily full  of  hazard.  My  objections  to  this  bill 
are  not  so  much  agiuuet  the  first  seven  years, 
for  I  would  take  the  consequences  of  tliat  ex- 
periment, if  the  provisions  beyond  thot  were 
not  of  that  fatal  character  which  will  at  once 
stop  all  enterprise.  But  I  do  object  to  a  com- 
promise which  destines  the  £aat  for  the  altar. 
No  victim,  in  my  judgment,  is  required,  none 
is  necessary ;  and  yet  you  propose  to  bind  us, 
hand  and  toot,  to  pour  out  our  blood  upon  the 
altar,  and  saorifioe  ns  as  a  bumt-ofiTering,  to  ap- 
pease the  unnatural  and  unfounded  discontent 
of  the  Smith ;  s  disccmtent,  I  fear,  having  deeper 
root  than  the  tariff  and  will  continue  when  that 
is  forgotten.  I  am  far  from  meaning  to  use  the 
language  of  menace,  when  I  say  such  a  com- 
promise cannot  endure,  nor  can  any  adjustment 
endure,  which  di^iregords  the  interests  and 
sports  with  the  rights  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  said 
that  we  shall  never  reach  the  lowest  point  of 
reduction,  before  tlie  country  will  become  sat- 
isfied of  the  folly  of  the  experiment,  and  will 
restore  the  protective  policy ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  a  lai^  namber  in  Uiis  body  act  under  tbe 
influence  of  that  opinion.  But  I  cannot  vote 
down  my  principles,  on  the  ground  that  some 
one  may  come  alter  me  who  will  vote  them  up. 

Mr.  speaker,  I  have  done  my  duty,  in  on  im- 
perfect manner,  I  confess ;  but  I  perceive  it  is 
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ki  Tain  to  disoiua  the  matter,  and  I  will  detain 
the  Honae  no  longer. 

Ur.  H.  Etbbkit  asked  the  attwtion  of  the 
House  for  a  few  minutes.  He  siud  he  was  nn- 
willing  tliat  his  dissent  shonld  be  given  hy  a 
mere  silent  vote.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Lstoheb)  liad  said  the  Uonse  had 
had  ample  Idme  to  examine  the  bill,  and  he  pre- 
sumed the  minds  of  the  members  were  made 
up.  It  was  true  that  the  Senate  bill  had  been 
h^d  on  their  tables  some  days  ago :  the  amend- 
ments which  had  since  been  made  in  the  Senate 
were  adopted  in  tiie  bill  now  before  the  House ; 
these,  he  admitted,  had  improved  the  biU,  but 
0^1  had  not  rendered  it  aatisfootury  to  him. 
For  one,  Mr.  E.  aiUd,  he  did  not  oomplain  of 
want  of  time ;  fae  had  formed  an  opimon,  and 
that  opinion  he  now  rose  to  express.  He  con- 
sidered the  bill,  as  originally  reported  in  the 
Senate,  as  a  total,  an  absolute  abandonment  of 
tlie  protecUve  system  after  }842 — at  best,  it 
was  but  a  lease  to  the  manufacturers  for  seven 
or  ei^ht  years,  or,  perhaps,  more  properly 
speaking,  a  notice  to  wind  up  their  concerns 
within  that  time :  their  destruction  was  slow, 
hut  sure.  The  existiug  protection  was  to  go 
down,  down,  from  year  to  year,  until  the  end 
<^  the  term,  when  the  existing  est^dlshments 
were  to  be  abandoned  by  the  Uovemment:  he 
eaid  the  existing  establuhments,  for  new  ones 
could  not  be  expeoted.  Prudent  capitalists 
would  not  adventure  in  a  sinking  ooncern. 
About  the  some  time  was  given  that  was  al- 
lowed the  bank  to  wind  np ;  and  were  theirs  a 
mere  money  business,  they  would  have  less 
reason  to  complin;  but,  unfortunately,  their 
capital  was  fixed,  and  must  l>e  sacrificed.  Fac- 
tories and  machinery  were  of  no  value  unless 
in  operation.  The  owners  of  flocks  were  not 
in  a  much  less  hopeless  condition.  He  repeated 
that  the  bill,  as  originally  lud  on  their  tables, 
abandoned,  totally  abandonsd,  the  protective 
policy.  It  reduced  all  duties  to  the  same  level, 
twenty  per  cent.  Even  the  principle  of  dis- 
criminating dntiee  was  abandoned.  In  its 
present  Conn,  he  admitted  tliot  prindple  was 
mintiy  perceptible.  '*  Congress  were  not  to  be 
prevented  tVom  altering  the  rates  of  duties  on 
articles  which  are  now  subject  to  a  less  duty 
than  twenty  per  cent,  in  such  manner  as  not  to 
exceed  that  rate ; "  tliat  is,  they  may  raise  or 
lower  the  rates  of  duties  on  the  unprotected 
articles,  but  may  not  raise  the  duties  on  the  pro- 
tected articles  alwve  twenty  per  cent.  TliLsisthe 
only  disoriraiuatiDg  principle  now  in  the  bill ; 
and  this,  poor  as  it  was,  he  should  show  was 
wholly  illusory ;  tiiat  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  require  the  fhll  duty  of  twenty  per 
oent  on  the  nnproteoted  artidee.  The  ehange 
of  the  foreign  for  the  home  valuation,  he  ad- 
mitted, was  a  valuable  improvement,  though  its 
principal  value  most,  in  a  very  considerable  de- 
gree, u  not  wholly,  depend  on  the  regulations 
which  "  may  be  hereafter  established  oy  law." 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  hod  echoed  the 
cry  of  alarm  which  had  been  heard  {torn 
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another  qoarter,  that  the  protective  system 
was  in  duiger;  that  the  next  Congresa  would 
prostrate  it.  Such  alarms  tended  to  create  the 
peril  they  annonnoed.  That  ^atem,  iu  his 
opinion,  had  no  greater  peril  to  encounter  than 
the  one  of  which  St.  Paul  complained  as  the 
chief  of  perils.  He  was  willing  to  tmst  it  to 
the  next  Congren :  they,  he  trusted,  wonid 
protect  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 
This  projet  had  come  upon  the  mannfacturera 
from  an  unexpected  source:  the  blow  had  not 
been  anticipated  from  that  quarter.  If  there 
should  be  a  majority  In  the  next  Congress 
against  tiie  protective  poliey,  the  mann&o- 
turers,  the  fanners  would  submit  with  what 

Sace  they  may.  If  the  aystan  ahould  tliea 
11,  it  would  fall  under  the  superior  force  of 
the  enwny.  Bnt,  said  Mr.  £.,  the  occasion  had 
excited  feelin^--better,  perh^>&  suppressed 
than  uttered.  Be  had  heard  it  said,  out  of  the 
House,  that  we  were  only  bending  to  the  blast; 
that  we  ^ould  right  when  it  had  passed  over 
us.  But  was  such  a  forecast  j  ust  i  Should  not 
they  who  present,  and  they  who  accept  this 
bill  as  a  measure  of  conciliation,  do  it  in  good 
futh,  without  mental  reservations  ?  For  one, 
he  did  not  join  in  the  (^er,  nor  would  he 
pledge  himseUor  his  eonstitnents  to  abide  by 
It.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  fhun  Ken- 
tucky what  would  be  the  financial  operation 
ofthebilll  What  would  be  the  amoant  of  rev- 
enue aoonung  under  it,  particularly  in  1841  and 
1842 — the  period  when  it  was  to  settie  down 
as  4he  revenue  system  of  the  Government  9- 
These  were  the  periods  to  which  the  nuDufiwi- 
turers  would  look  (he  would  not  say  they  had 
been  encouraged  to  look)  for  the  restoration  of 
the  protective  system.  Taking  the  excesuve 
importations  of  1881  as  the  bans  of  calculation, 
the  amount  of  the  proposed  rednotion  of  duties 
on  the  protected  artiiues  (paying  over  twenty 
per  cent.)  would  be  nearly  twelve  millions^' 
($11,924,000;)  Che  whole  amount  (tf  the  cus- 
toms, in  1841,  would  be  between  ten  and  eleven 
millions,  (|10,846,000 ;)  and  aftn*  the  final  re- 
duction in  18^  about  seven  millions,  ($7,268,- 
000.)  How  wodd  the  deficiency  of  revenue 
he  supplied  f  The  last  section  proposes  it 
shonld  he  supplied  by  rai«ug  the  duties  on  the 
dutiable,  unprotected  articles  up  to  twenty  per 
cent.  This  would  give  short  of  eight  miU^ona, 
($7,670,000 ;)  making  the  whole  revenue  from 
the  customs  less  than  fifteen  millions,  ($14,947,- 
000.)  What  then  becomes  of  the  discriminat- 
ing principle  of  protection  ?  If  additional  rev- 
enues are  to  be  ruaed,  in  yihet  manner  could  it 
l>e  donef  It  must  be  done  either  by  raising 
the  duties  on  the  protected  artidea,  or  hf  lay- 
ing duties  on  the  articles  now  five. 

Should  this  bill  pass,  said  Mr.  E.,  he  ahfmld 
be  almost  prepared  to  concur  in  the  opinion  he 
had  heard  expressed  in  the  House  this  morning, 
that  it  would  do  away  the  necesuty  of  passing 
the  enforcing  bill.  The  duties  were  eventually 
to  come  down  to  the  same  rate  on  all  dutiable 
artielee— to  twenty  per  cent.}  tiie  South  Ou- 
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olioft  standard.  With  her  it  was  only  a  qoea- 
tion  of  time,  nnless  ehe  shonid  still  insist  that 
there  should  be  no  articles  imported  free  of 
duty.  This  was  one  of  her  unalterable  resolu- 
tions. Ur.  £.  said  he  did  i^t  wish  to  prolpng 
the  debate.  He  had  risen  to  state  the  Briit  in 
which  he  had  viewed  the  bill,  and  in  which  be 
Uionght  it  wonld  be  viewed  by  the  country — as 
the  ultimate  abandonment  i£  die  protecting 
policy. 

Mr.  Dickson  also  opposed  the  biU,  and  moved 
its  poBtponemeot  till  to-morrow.  Negatived. 

Mr.  LsTOHBX  spoke  in  reply,  and  in  defence 
of  the  bill ;  when  the  qnestifm  was  put  on  en- 
grossing the  Mil  for  a  third  rea^ng,  and  car- 
ried: 

Teas. — Vessrs.  Alexander,  CbQton  Allan,  Bobert 
Allen,  Anderson,  Aogel,  Archer,  John  S.  Barbour, 
Barrlnger,  James  Bates,  Bell,  Bergen,  Bothune, 
Junes  Blair,  John  Blair,  Boon,  Bouck,  Bonldin, 
Bnmob,  Bollard,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Cbiun,  Clai- 
borne, Clay,  Clayton,  Coke,  Connor,  Corwin,  Coul- 
ter, Craig,  Creighton,  Daniel,  DaTesport,  Warren 
B.  Davis,  Doableday,  Draper,  Felder,  Findlay,  Fiti- 
serald,  Oaither,  Giunore,  Gordon,  Thomas  H.  Hall, 
William  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hofihian, 
BoUand,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Irrin,  Isacks, 
Jarris,  Jenifer,  Richard  If.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Eavanagh,  Kerr,  Lamar,  Lansing, 
Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Hardis,  Hoson, 
Sarshall,  Maxwell,  McIntyrR,  IfcKay,  Newton, 
yuckoUs,  Fatten,  Ptommer,  Polk,  Reocher,  Roane, 
Root,  Sewall,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augoatine  H. 
aienwrd,  Bmitfa,  Southard,  Speight,  Spcnce,  Stan- 
berry,  SUndifer,  Frands  Thomas,  Wiley  Tbompeon, 
John  Thomson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Vance,  Verplanck, 
Wud,  Washinglon,  Wayne^Jreeks,  Blieha  Wlnt- 
tleaey,(S!BmpbeU  F.  White,  WieUifih,  WOTthington 
—106. 

Nats. — UesBTs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Allison, 
Apideton,  Arnold,  Babcook,  Banks,  Noyes  Barber, 
Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Beatdaley.  Briggs,  John 
*  Brodbead,  John  C.  Broohead,  Bncfaer,  Burd,  Ga^ 
hoon.  Chandler,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Crane,  Craw- 
ford, John  Davis,  Davan,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dewart, 
Dickson,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Joshua  Evans, 
Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  GrenneU,  Hlland 
Hall,  Heister,  Hughes,  Hontington,  Ihrie,  Ingersoll, 
Kendall,  Kenaon,  Adam  King,  Henry  King,  Lea- 
vitt,  Mann,  MuCarty,  Robert  McCoy,  MeKennan, 
MlUigao,  Mnhlenbe^,  Nelson,  Fearoe,  Pendleton, 
Pieraon,  Potts,  Randol^  John  Reed,  Edward  C. 
Reed,  Slade,  Soule,  Stom,  Sutherland,  Taylor, 
Vinton,  Wurdwell,  Watmough,  Wheeler,  Frederick 
Whittlesey,  Edward  D.  White,  Young— 11. 


TuBSDAT,  Febmary  20. 
The  Tariff— CompromUe  BUI 

The  engrossed  bill  to  redace  the  tariff  (as 
amended  by  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Cut's  bill  of 
the  Senate)  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion stated  to  be  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  BuBOBS,  of  Rhode  I^and,  sud :  I  have 
not  ris^  at  this  t^me^  to  eoto-  into  any  extended 
dismuBtoD  of  the  bill  Jnat  now  H«d  to  the 
Hwue :  it  ia  my  purpose  to  do  no  more  than 
to  pronounoe  an  homUe  protestation  agunst 
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the  provisions  of  this  measure ;  to  state  a  sol- 
emn dennnciation  of  the  purposes  intended  to 
be  effected  by  its  enactment;  and,  in  a  few 
words,  to  express  my  utter  abhorrence  of  the 
causes  which,  aa  I  ^ink,  must  have  brought 
snob  a  scheme  before  Congress. 

I  protest  agunst  this  measure,  because,  like 
that  whidi  has  been  sbicken  out  of  the  bill,  to 
make  room  for  its  insertion,  it  proposes  to  pro- 
vide for  the  wants  of  Government,  but  does 
not  propcHe'to  make  any  provinon  for  the 
wants  of  the  nation.  It  calls  on  the  people  for 
money  to  feed  that  Government,  and  at  the 
same  time  takes  away  that  protection  of  their 
tabors,  by  which  the  people  have  hitherto  been 
enabled  to  feed  themselves.  Not  less  than  one 
million  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  free 
white  working  men  are  annually  employed  in 
the  i^cnltnntl,  mechanic,  and  manufacturing 
tabor  of  the  Eastern,  Northern,  and  Western 
States  of  Uiis  Union.  That  ]Mtrt  of  these  men 
thus  employed  in  mechanic  and  mannfiictnring 
labor,  depend  on  that  part  of  them  employed  in 
agricultural  labor,  in  the  same  and  other  Statea^ 
for  a  market  for  their  &bric8;  and  a  supply 
in  return  of  food ;  of  oom,  wheat,  flour,  beef, 
pork,  and  other  provisions,  amounting  annaallj 
to  more  than  ^7,000,000.  They  also  look 
to  them,  and  to  other  producers  in  many  of 
the  States,  for  a  farther  market  for  like  fab- 
rics ;  and  expect,  in  excbanse,  the  products  of 
their  lands  and  mines,  eqnat  to  $16,000,000  in 
amount  annually.  Those  employed  in  the 
farming  and  mineral  labors  of  these  States, 
look  to  SQoh  as  are  engaged  in  these  meohanio 
and  manufactarinff  labors,  for  this  market  for 
their  products,  and  therein  for  Iheir  supply,  by 
this  exchange  of  those  various  manufactured 
fabric-s  annually  to  this  great  amount. 

By  the  destmction  of  this  meohanio  and 
manufacturing  labor,  men  employed  in  ogric^- 
ture,  whether  on  their  own  lands,  or  farming 
the  lands  of  others,  must  lose  that  market ;  and 
not  only  lose  their  annual  supply  of  those  fab- 
rics heretofore  purchased  in  it,  but  ttieir  annual 
production  left  on  their  hands  for  want  of  a 
market,  must,  to  this  amount,  annually  be  ut- 
terly lost  to  them.  For  in  no  other  market  of 
the  world  could  they  sell  tiieir  breadstnfb  and 
provisions,  their  wool,  their  lead,  th^  iron  and 
steel 

This  loss  will  take  from  those  thus  engaged 
in  the  labors  of  fiirming  and  the  mines,  not 
only  the  ability  to  obtain  manufactured  fabric^ 
but  also  the  power  to  purchase  and  consume  an- 
nually, as  they  do  now,  four  or  five  millions  in 
amount  of  sugar,  produced  in  Southern  Georgia 
and  Louisiana ;  and  thereby  leave  this  produc- 
tion, to  that  amount,  on  the  hands  of  the  plont- 
en  of  those  States.  There  it  must  perish,  un- 
less they  can  find  a  market  for  it  in  Europe, 
where  such  a  market  for  United  States  sugar 
has  not,  I  believe,  ever  been  found  to  the 
amount  <^ten  hogsheads  in  any  one  year. 

I  pass  over  tlie  rice  and  tobacco,  drawn  fitvm 
the  South  b7  thfl  ownwB  of  mannfitcturiag  csp- 
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ital  in  the  North ;  nor  mention  the  cotton,  on 
wliich  their  great  fahrics  now  so  mnoh  depend ; 
in  all  amounting  probahl^  to  $10,000,000  aa- 
noolly.  This  omis^on  is  made  becaoso  the  great^ 
ri^  and  indepeodent  maaidaetoring  capitalists 
of  the  North  can  and  will  stand  their  groimd, 
^oagh  they  will  stand  that  ground  alone,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  When  those  pro- 
TisioQB  shall  he  carried  out  into  perfect  opera- 
tion, as  they  will  be  at  the  end  of  ten  years, 
the  great,  independent,  manufacturing  capitalist 
will  theu  not  (tepeud  on  the  South  for  the  raw 
materials  which  he  can  then  bring  from  any 
country  at  a  mere  revenue  duty  of  twenty  per 
cent. ;  a  tax  of  no  importance  to  him,  because 
it  most  be  paid  finaUy  by  the  domestic  con- 
sumer of  his  fabric.  Nor  will  the  Southern 
planter  then  depend,  for  he  does  not  now  de- 
pend, on  the  domestic  market,  for  the  sale  of 
his  great  staples.  These  two  olftsses,  the  rich 
owners  of  great  manufacturing  capital  in  the 
North,  or  of  capital  in  land  and  slaves  in  the 
South,  are  perfectly  independent  of  each  other's 
productioQ,  by  the  provisions  of  this  bill ;  and 
may  stand  with  perfect  impunity,  under  those 
provisions  of  this  measure,  which  must  be  so 
ruinous  to  all  those,  at  this  time,  operating 
with  that  limited  capital,  or  employed  in  those 
various  labors,  now  encouraged  or  protected 
by  that  system  of  laws  intended  to  be  destroyed 
by  these  provisions. 

How  do  the  provinons  of  this  bill  ensure  the 
destmctioQ  of  that  system  ?  By  the  utter 
abandonment  of  even  the  very  principle  of  dis- 
criminating, countervailiog,  or  protecting  duties 
of  impost  on  imported  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise. At  the  end  of  ten  jban  these  duties, 
til  at  is,  the  whole  system  of  imposts,  are  to  be 
reduced  to  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  to 
stand  at  that  rate  upon  all  imported  commod- 
ities, GQch  as  are  produced  in  oar  own  coontry, 
by  oar  own  domestic  industry.  So  utterly  is 
protection,  in  its  very  principle,  abandoned  by 
this  bill,  that  if  more  revenue  shall  be  wanted 
than  may  be  obtuued,  by  this  rate  of  impost 
on  protected  commodities,  such  impost  »iall 
not  be  raised  on  such  commodities  above  twen- 
ty per  cent. ;  but  such  impost  for  such  revenue 
Bttul  be  placed  on  tea,  ooSm,  and  other  articles 
unprotected,  beosose  not  produced  in  this  coun- 
try; and  snch  impost  may,  for  revenue,  be 
raised  up  to  twenty  per  cent.  This  bill,  there- 
fore, not  only  takes  from  all  the  free  labor  of 
the  free  States  the  whole  benefit  of  the  present 
system  of  encouragement  and  protection,  but 
may,  and  doubtless  wilL  in  its  progress,  still 
ibrther  discourage  such  free  labor  by  a  heavy 
tax  placed  on  the  imported  food  of  that  labor ; 
tea,  coffee,  and  sugar — a  tax  from  which  the  slave 
owners  of  the  South  will  be  exempted,  in  respect 
of  all  their  labor ;  because  neither  tea,  nor  oof- 
fee,  nor  sugar,  is  ever  consumed  by  the  slaves. 

This  bill  provides  oonceming  all  impost  on 
any  protected  commodity,  that  whenever  such 
impost  exceeds  tweDt;{r  ^r  cent  ad  valorem,  all 
such  excess  shall  be  uvidod  into  ten  parts;  and 
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that  a  tithe  of  this  whole  excess  shall  annually 
be  taken  away,  until  at  the  end  of  ten  years  no 
impost  shall  remtun  at  a  hi^er  rate,  on  any 
commodity,  than  twenty  per  cent,  on  its  value. 

The  taking  away  a  tenth  part  of  this  protec- 
tion, annnaUy,  will,  in  two  or  three  years,  so 
expose  tiie  middling  interest  men,  concerned  in 
manufactures,  to  the  first  effects  of  foreign  com- 
petition, created  by  excessive  importation,  that 
they  must  give  up  the  conflict,  and  submit  to 
the  ruin  provided  for  them  by  this  measure. 

This  will  leave  the  war  of  the  trade  in  the 
hands  of  capitalists,  who  can  afford  to  lose; 
and,  outliving  those  losses,  which  ruin  the  less 
wealthy,  they  will  take  all  the  benefits  resulting 
to  them,  as  the  survivors  of  their  ruin.  That 
ruin,  and  the  certainty  that  all  protection  will 
terminate  at  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  will 
discourage  all  owners  of  small,  or  middling,  or 
even  great  capital  from  embarking  in  these 
mannfitctnres,  and  will  leave  the  whue  concern 
to  the  over-wealthy  now  engaged  in  this  bum- 
ness ;  these  fortunate  men,  united  with  foreign- 
ers, will  continue  the  trade,  and  supply  uie 
market  They  will  do  this  at  such  a  rate  of 
cost  to  the  consumers  in  our  country,  as  may 
be  charged  upon  all  mannfactured  fabrics  sold 
in  our  market  by  the  producers  of  such  fabrics 
in  foreign  countries.  Whatever  the  cost  of 
them  may  be  in  England  or  elsewhere,  to  that 
cost  will  be  added  the  cost  of  importation,  not 
less  than  fifteen  per  cent,  and  in  like  manner 
the  amount  of  impost,  twenty  per  cent,  will  so 
much  further  enhance  the  whole  cost  to  the 
American  consumer.  The  wealthy  c^iitalista^ 
the  only  surviving  manu£!tctarers  of  the  Norths 
then  exempted  from  all  domestic,  will  receive 
the  fall  benefit  of  forngn  competition — a  com- 
petition which,  in  its  first  movements,  by  ex- 
cessive importations,  will  have  mined  all  com- 
petitors of  limited  capital  in  our  own  coimtry ; 
and  will,  thus  finally  enable  those  men,  more 
abundant  and  independent  in  their  means,  to 
share  with  the  wealthy  manufacturer  of  other 
nations  the  spoils  of  our  consumption,  taxed, 
as  it  mast  then  be,  by  the  final  effects  of  this 
measure,  with  not  less  than  thirty-five  per 
cent,  more  in  amount,  for  our  whole  supphr  of 
manufactured  fabrics,  than  would  have  been 
their  cost,  if  wholly  fbrnished  by  domestic  pro* 
duction,  under  that  system  of  encouragement 
and  protection,  and  domestic  competition,,whicb 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  intended  to  de- 
stroy. 

This  evil  will  fall  on  the  whole  country,  and 
will  be  a  just  retribution  for  the  cruel  and  un- 
relenting rnin  which  this  profiigate  measure 
will  have  brought  on  the  many  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  free  white  working  men,  now  em- 
ployed in  the  mechanic,  manufacturing,  and 
agricultural  labors  of  the  free  States.  When 
the  domestic  manufacturers,  the  owners  of  the 
mills  and  machines,  by  the  working  of  which 
those  men  now  earn  their  bread,  and  uiat  of  ibdr 
families ;  when  these  owners  find  they  must  anr- 
render  a  tenth  part  of  their  protection — a  tenth 
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port  of  their  impost  orer  and  above  twentj  per 
Dent,  of  the  whole,  they  will  call  on  their  work- 
ing men  to  anrrender  a  like  tenth  part  of  their 
waces,  or  to  leave  their  employment.  When 
will  this  first  call  be  made?  In  the  very  dead 
of  the  next  winter,  when  they  and  their  fam- 
ilies mnat  perish  or  have  employment.  It  will 
be  repeated  annually  at  that  season.  They 
wili  surrender,  rather  than  hear  their  children 
cry  for  bread  when  they  have  none  to  give 
them.  This  demand  on  labor  for  a  reduction 
of  wages  win  be  repeated  once  a  year,jnstaB 
often  as  this  bill  makes  a  like  reduction  of  the 
rate  of  that  import  by  which  manu&ctnring 
JabcHT  and  eapitu  ve  now  protected.  At  the 
cod  often  yean,  when  the  whole  protection  is 
taken  away,  ^  wages  of  labor  will  be  reduced 
to  twenty  per  cent,  of  its  present  amount, 
miat  a  consummation  of  what  a  scheme  I 

Mr.  FosTSB  said  be  considered  the  reduction 
too  slow,  and  the  period  for  arriving  at  the 
revenue  point  too  distant.  Be  feared,  ^so,  that 
in  the  intervening  time,  by  reason  of  the  reduc- 
tion being  so  gradual,  there  would  be  a  large 
accumulation  of  surplus  revenue  in  the  treas- 
nry,  the  scramble  for  which  was  easily  foreseen ; 
and  the  oormpting  tendency  of  whidi  murt  be 
obvlotts  to  alL 

Mr.  F.  also  protested  uainst  the  pledge  whieli 
K«ned  to  be  contained  in  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  provides  tiiat  "  tiie  duties,  as  modified 
by  this  act,  shall  rem^n  and  continue  to  be 
collected  "  until  June,  18^.  We  had  no  power 
to  bind  our  suecessors^  and  Mr.  F.  would  not 
bind  his  constituents,  or  even  himdelf,  by  any 
such  eng^ment  as  that  which  is  alleged  to  be 
thus  implied.  He  had  great  difficulty  in  bring- 
ing his  mind  to  the  conclusion  to  vote  for  the 
bill,  and  be  voted  for  it  solely  upon  the  ground 
of  an  adjustment  of  the  agitating  and  distract- 
ing question  which  had  brought  this  Union  to 
tiie  ve^  of  dis8(dution.  As  a  compromise,  he 
considered  it  br  short  of  what  the  South  waa 
entitled  to ;  bnt  be  was  prepared  to  oonoede 
much ;  to  inake  a  willing  sacrifice  to  preserve 
the  Union  of  these  Stat^  and  to  restore  peace 
and  harmony  to  the  country.  He  had  there- 
fbre  expressed  t^e  opinion,  that  this  object  could 
(mly  be  eff^ted  by  a  spirit  of  mutual  concilia- 
tion and  concession,  and  it  was  by  this  spirit  that 
he  was  now  actuated.  In  pnrsning  this  course, 
he  had  no  doubt  he  represented  truly  the  feel- 
ings and  opinions  of  his  high-minded  and  patri- 
otic constituents ;  but  he  had  no  authority  to 
pledge  them  to  any  future  course  of  measures, 
ncr  wonid  he  do  it.  This  bill  he  regarded  as 
an  experiment ;  and  if  in  its  operation  it  should 
be  found  to  be  defective,  it  will  be  snltjeot, 
like  all  otber  laws,  to  repeiBl  or  modification. 

Mr.  Dkhnt  said  that  be  owed  tiianks  to  the 
gentleman  from  Geoi^a  for  the  fiank  and 
candid  expresAon  of  the  sentiments  which  he 
had  now  given  to  the  House.  It  now  appeared 
that  this  bill  was  considered  by  the  South  as  a 
mere  experiment,  which  might  or  might  not 
prove  satisfactory  on  trial.  And  was  Uiat 
VoL.xa.—l% 
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House  to  experimrait  on  tiie  livelihood  of  mil- 
lions of  meuT  Were  they  to  be  driven  into 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course  by  a  faction  exist- 
ing in  a  single  State  I  A  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, whom  it  would  not  bo  parliamentary  to 
name,  had,  out  of  benevolent  feeling,  proposed 
the  present  bill  as  a  compromiae  of  the  existing 
duties  between  the  North  and  the  South.  But 
did  gentlemen  from  the  Soutii  say  that  they 
would  accept  the  bill  as  a  compromise  ?  Not- 
at  all.  The  House  hod  just  heard  one  of  those 
gentleman  declare  that  he  considered  tlie  pro- 
osition  as  a  mere  experiment.  Had  it  been 
emonstrated  to  the  House  that  the  Soutii  would 
accept  tiie  bill,  and  would  rest  suiefied  witii 
it  ?  It  had  not  Let  the  House  pass  this  bill, 
and  next  year  the  Southern  interest  would  come 
up  and  drive  the  House  from  its  position. 
Once  give  them  the  power,  and  every  thing 
like  compromise  would  depart  forever.  The 
State  which  Mr.  D.  represented  was  to  be  the 
chief  Bufilerer  in  this  arrangement:  it  was 
sentenced  to  die.  But  was  it  certain  that  they 
should  perish  by  so  slow  a  death  as  this  biU 
bad  provided  for  themt  Was  the  Kentucky 
gentleman  able  to  restrain  and  hold  down  the 
fiery  spirits  of  the  South  t  When  they  came 
to  press  the  advocates  of  American  indua- 
to  the  wall,  would  It  be  in  the  pow« 
that  gentleman  to  h(M  back  their  fnry,  and 
rescue  the  manufacturing  interest  from  th^ 
remorseless  blow  I  He  believed  not.  The  bill 
did  nothing  more  than  to  hold  out  to  foreigners 
all  that  protection  and  encouragement  which 
ought  tobe  reserved  for  our  own  citizens.  If  the 
object  was  to  compromise  with  foreigners,  the 
British  themselves  could  propose  no  better  terms 
to  advance  and  secure  their  own  prosperity. 
They  would  willingly  take  this  hill,  because 
they  would  see  in  It  the  slow,  but  certain  death 
of  tiie  manufactures  of  our  country.  Its  proH- 
sions  would  give  vitality  and  strength  to  thdr 
own  industry ;  it  would  diminish  the  nnmbera 
in  their  pauper  houses ;  it  would  moke  paupera 
in  this  country,  by  feeding  the  paupers  of 
Great  Britain.  The  friends  of  the  protective 
system  had  littie  expected  such  a  blow  from 
the  quarter  from  whence  it  came.  IVom  the  hand 
of  their  avowed  opponents  they  might  have 
been  prepared  to  meet  it.  If  it  came  from  them, 
however  it  might  prostrate  the  best  interests  of 
the  country,  it  might  be  better  borne ;  but  it  came 
with  added  force  from  the  hand  of  one  who  had 
been  himself  the  strongest  advocate  of  the 
system.  The  American  people  had  not  looked 
for  any  thing  like  this.  Thoy  knew  that  a  bill 
to  reduce  the  tariff  had  JnBt  passed,  and  thtj 
were  willing  to  w^t  anouier  year  to  see  whi^ 
the  effect  ctf  that  bill  would  be;  but  this  was 
not  permitted  tiiem.  Hey  mast  hwe  take 
their  leave  of  the  protecting  policy.  Its  knell 
sounded  in  this  bill,  and  he  had  only  to  regret 
that  tiie  task  had  not  fallen  to  abler  hands  of 
pronouncing  its  funeral  oration.  Tht>  system 
of  internal  improvement  was  also  to  be  mur- 
dered ;  and  where  the  devastation  was'  to  st<^ 
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who  oonld  tell  {  But  one  consolation  Btill  re* 
mained.  The  country  had  its  own  relief  in  its  own 
handa.  Freemen  were  not  bonnd,  like  slaves, 
to  work  npoQ  a  plantation  all  their  liTes,  while 
their  masters  disposed  of  them  according  to 
their  plcasare. 

There  was  one  provision  in  this  bill  which 
ought  to  alarm  ever;  man  that  was  interested 
in  the  American  system.  It  proposed  eventa- 
ally  to  eqnolize  all  daties,  ndndng  than  to 
twenty  per  cent  ad  Talorem.  Here  was  decep- 
tion on  the  very  &oe  of  the  bilL  All  ad  volo- 
rem  dnties  were  neoesBai^y  deceptive.  A 
^eciflc  dnty  was  known ;  everybody  knew,  at 
once,  what  they  had  to  pay ;  bat  ad  valorem 
duties  varied  continually.  The  biU  l^d  a  twenty 
per  cent,  duty  on  articles  of  all  sorts.  All  sorts 
of  mechanical  work  were  to  be  brought  down 
to  twenty  per  cent.,  while  some  of  them  were 
produced  by  machinery,  and  others  not.  The 
same  machinery  worked  as  well  here  as  it  did 
in  Europe,  and  our  mechanics  worked  at  as 
cheap  a  rate ;  bnt  to  meet  the  European,  they 
must  work  on  half  wages,  because  the  foreira 
Cfpentiw  obtatnedbalf  bis  Uvingfrom  the  jtarwx. 

Where  was  the  disorimination  under  taoh  a 
IhU?  The  owQW  of  a  cotton  iidll,  with  his 
power  looms,  was  to  have  a  protection  of  twenty 
per  cwt.,  while  the  poor  weaver  who  sat,  from 
day  to  day,  toiling  at  a  band  loom,  obtained  no 
more.  In  England,  each  a  man  obtained  the 
reiddae  of  bis  living  out  of  the  parish.  Was 
this  pauper  system  of  England  to  be  combined 
with  the  slave  system  of  South  Oarolina,  against 
the  free  labor  of  the  United  States!  Most 
American  indostry  be  thos  nnUiSed?  Must 
the  manufacturers  submit,  and  see  all  their 
workabops  dosed  within  ten  years  f  Could  it 
be  e^qtected  that,  witb  SQch  a  prospect  before 
tiunn,  those  who  now  contem^ated  investing 
their  ci^ital  would  condone  sach  a  purpose  t 
It  oould  not.  The  moment  the  passage  of  this 
bill  was  announced,  the  whole  manu&cturing 
enterprise  of  the  country  would  at  once  be  para- 
lysed. The  emulation  would  be,  who  should 
wind  np  their  afi^urs  the  soonest.  As  one 
factory  went  down  after  another,  the  monopoly 
would  increase,  from  year  to  year,  until,  at 
length  a  few  overgrown  estsbli^mente  would 
be  left  standing  in  solitary  opulence,  mdan- 
oholy  monuments  in  the  wide-spread  rain. 

Ur.  Daniel  said:  The  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Bcmm)  s^  that  this 
bill  was  TirtoaUy  an  abandonment  of  the  pro- 
tective system.  The  bill  allowed  the  maonfao- 
tnren  a  little  li&time  to  come  down  to  the 
point  to  which  all  agreed  that  they  must  at 
ust  come,  viz.,  to  a  revenue  dnty.  How  was 
it  an  abandonment  of  protection  f  He  should 
think  that  any  man,  in  seven  years,  with  a  pro- 
tection of  sixty  per  cent.,  might  make  his  for- 
tune. What  farmer  made  half  as  maoh  ?  What 
farmer  made  twenty  per  cent  upon  his  capital ! 
Hoj  be  did  not  make  ten  ^r  cent.,  nor  five  either. 
Bnt  ^is  bill  wu  willmg  the  manufacturers 
dicmld  eqjoy  th«r  fifty  or  mSj  per  cent,  until 
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it  was  gradually  reduced  to  a  permanent  tax 
upon  the  people  of  the  United  Stotes  of  twenty 
per  cent,  for  the  support  and  enoonracement  of 
manufactures.  It  really  seemed  to  Mr.  D.  that 
no  man  ought  to  raise  his  voice  against  it.  It 
was  a  tree  gift — a  mere  gratuity.  What  had 
the  great  West  to  do  with  manufactures  ?  What 
benefit  was  it  to  Kentucky  that  the  manofac- 
turers  of  Bhode  Island  should  get  a  bounty  on 
Hum  indostry  ?  They  paid  a  millicm  and  a  half 
into  the  treasury,  and  got  about  six  or  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  out  of  it,  by  which 
they  gained  an  annual  loss  of  about  seven  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Still  they  supported 
the  tariff.  They  supported  it  because  they 
supposed  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 
They  were  not  willing,  however,  to  press  the 
system  to  the  separation  of  the  Union. 
■Bather  tiian  such  should  be  the  result,  they 
were  ready  to  abandon  it  altogether.  He  did 
not  beUeve  that  one-fifth  of  the  people  of  the 
n^on  would  give  up  the  Union  to  save  the 
tarifC  The  individual  who  had  recommended  this 
ocnnpromise  had  acted  on  other  prinraples.  He 
ohose  rather  to  retire  than  to  remain  in  pnbtie 
lifis  at  any  saoh  cost.  He  did  not  seek  any  office. 
Mr.  D.  trusted  the  people  of  this  country  would 
ever  continue  to  remember  him  as  having 
proved  their  political  saviour  at  the  two  greatest 
crises  the  nation  has  yet  known.  Who  had 
it  been  that  had  saved  the  country  when  the 
Missouri  question  threatened  to  rend  the  Union ; 
and  who  had  now  saved  it  from  war  and  blood- 
shed !  The  same  same  individual  had  efiected 
both  these  deliverances. 

Mr.  Stew  AST  was  opposed  to  all  forther  I^is- 
lation,  at  this  time,  on  the  subject  of  the  tari£ 
This  Congress  had  already  acted  upon  the  aub- 
ject.  We  have  passed  one  law,  and.  are/iiti«<«f 
i^eia.  If  the  aot  of  the  last  seaaoon,  passed 
with  BO  much  unanimity  as  a  final  adjustment 
of  this  vexed  question,  u  again  to  be  disturbed, 
let  it  be  by  ouier  hands — ^let  us  not  be  driven 
by  a  handful  of  nulUfiers  into  a  re|>eal  of  our 
own  legislation  before  it  has  gone  into  effect, 
and  before  any  one  can  foresee  whether  its 
operation  is  to  be  beneficial  or  iqjurious.  If 
we  degrade  ourselves  by  such  an  act  of  incon- 
sistency, the  world  can  assign  but  one  reason  for 
our  course,  and  that  will  be,  that  a  majority  of 
two  to  one  have  been  compelled  to  surrender 
their  own  deliberate  Jndgment  to  the  threats 
of  afew  nulliSers,  thereby  recognizing  and  estab- 
lishing nullification,  not  only  as  a  peaceable, 
but  as  an  effideot  and  constitutional  raaedy, 
proohdmiDg  to  the  world  that  the  Doited  Statee 
is  not  a  Government,  but  a  thing  to  be  governed 
by  the  passions,  whims,  and  caprices  of  each 
and  every  State  in  this  Union.  What,  si^  is 
our  present  position  ?  Last  session  we  paned 
a  tanff,  as  a  final  compromise  and  settlement 
of  the  question.  South  Oarolina  was  dissatis* 
fied,  and  she  has  nullified  it;  she  says  her  will, 
and  not  that  of  the  Union,  shall  govern.  The 
Preddrat  says  the  law  shall  be  executed,  end 
South  Oarolina  shall  inbmit— we  j<na  the  nul^ 
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fiers,  repeal  the  law,  and  Sonth  Carolina  tri- 
nmpha;  Bhode  Island,  or  some  other  State 
Toting  against  the  repealing  act,  next  nnllifleB, 
pntB  nendf  on  bar  sovereignty,  demands  the 
repeal  oS  this  lav ;  and,  upon  the  aothoritjr  of 
tin  precedent  nov  establisiied,  yon  most  ag^ 
repeal  this  aot^  and  so  oo,  as  long  as  any  State 
in  the  Union  is  dissatisfied.  The  ooiutitation 
and  Goverament  wonld  be  by  such  doctrines 
snbTerted  and  OTertnmed;  it  conid  not  be 
preserred,  and  would  not  be  worth  it  if  it  conld. 
Oor  Union  would  be  a  rope  of  sand,  a  cobweb 
to  be  broken  by  every  breeze.  Until  Sonth  Oar- 
olina,  therefore,  repealed  her  ordinance,  and  laid 
down  her  weapons  of  rebellion,  h^  for  one, 
was  opposed  to  all  le^slation  on  this  snbject. 
Bat  this  objection  oat  of  the  way,  and  no  suffi- 
i^ent  or  even  plausible  reason  had  been  as- 
signed  for  '^poaUng  with  snob  dexterity"  to 
Ihe  rnieal  of  onr  own  deUberate  act.  That 
were  the  reasons  aasigned!  Sam  them  all  np, 
and  they  were  embntoed  under  three  heads : 
1.  To  reduce  the  revBune;  2.  To  reduce  taxa- 
tion ;  and,  8.  To  aj^wase  the  nnlliflers.  That 
the  act  of  the  last  sesdon  would  produce  too 
mnch  revenue,  was  an  assumption,  he  stud, 
unsupported  by  evidence.  The  act  has  not  yet 
gone  into  operation.  No  one  coold  say  what 
was  to  be  its  effect  upon  the  revenue.  He 
believed  that,  instead  of  a  surplus,  there  would 
be  a  deficiency  of  revenue.  There  is  no  surplus 
now,  we  all  k&ow.  That  ther«  would  be  « 
anrpiits  horenfter,  no  one  oooid  fbreteU. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  wonld  not  tre^iaa  longw  on 
the  time  and  attention  of  the  Hous&  bat  he  did 
hope  that  gentiemen  wonld  not  be  so  soon 
driven  from  the  act  of  the  last  session  by  a  few 
disappointed  and  ambitious  men  in  the  South 
— men  who  seemed  determined  to  rule  or  ruin 
the  country.  To  yield  to  their  diotataon,  would 
not  only  he  disgraceful  but  ruinous  in  the  ex- 
treme. These  people  of  the  South  have  already 
been  spoiled  by  indulgence ;  they  cannot  bear 
to  see  any  prosper  but  themselves.  What  has 
been  their  course,  and  what  has  bronglit  about 
the  present  alarming  and  unhappy  state  of 
thingsl  Let  us  go  back  a  few  years  and  inquire. 
Let  OS  see  how  SonthOTn  jealousy  has  operated, 
and  how  it  has  been  indnlged.  Having  by  non- 
intereoorse,  embugoes,  and  war,  broken  up  the 
navigation  of  the  North,  and  compelled  them 
to  turn  their  capital  and  industry  to  manafac- 
tures,  they  next  determine  to  break  down  man- 
ufactures ;  and,  to  acGompUsh  this,  what  is  the 
plan?   First,  to  hasten  the  payment  of  the 

fiublio  debt,  and  then  to  repeal  the  duties,  as  no 
onger  necessary.  And  how  is  the  paymwt  of 
the  debt  to  be  hastened  1  First,  internal  im- 
provements must  be  arrested  to  swell  the 
annual  surplus  i^tpUoabte  to  the  payment  of  the 
debt.  They  are  indn^ied  in  Ihu,  and  internal 
improvements  have  been  arrested.  Next,  the 
act  linUting  the  sinking  flmd  to  ten  millioiu  a 
year  m out  do  repeated,  and  this  was  also  done. 
Next,  the  United  States  Bank,  beina  suspected 
of  affording  capital  and  other  faoUiUes  to  the 
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manu&oturing  States,  must  be  put  down  also. 
They  were  again  indulged  last  session.  The 
tariff  was  attacked  and  reduced  six  or  eight 
millions ;  but,  like  spoiled  diUdren,  they  grow 
worse  frmn  indnlgeuoe.  They  now  demand 
that  the  protective  principle  ^all  be  utterly 
abandoned,  and  the  whole  pe<n>le  of  the  Kwth- 
em  and  Middle  States  sacrificed  at  once,  or 
they  will  dissolve  the  Union  I  Grant  this,  and 
next  we  must  elect  a  President  south  of  the 
Potomac,  or  we  shall  have  another  nnllifying 
ordinance — ^more  threats  of  civil  war  and  blood- 
shed ;  and  where  was  this  system  of  concession 
to  end  I  It  would  end  only  when  all  political 
power  was  surrendered  to  the  Sonth,  and  the 
free  people  d  the  Northern  and  Middle  States 
reduced  to  a  condition  more  miserable  and  de- 
g^wled  than  that  of  the  Soutiiem  slave.  It  was 
time  to  stop  and  tell  tiiese  gentlemen  plain^ 
that  we  will  go  no  fbrther,  and  to  play  out  their 
game  of  nullification  and  civil  war  if  they  dar© — 
civil  war  I  Where  is  it  to  be  f  and  who  is  to 
suffer  by  it?  It  will  be  confined  to  South 
Carolina.  It  will  be  a  war  between  her  own 
people,  the  union  men  and  uuUifiers,  and  the 
former  would  be  able  to  put  down  the  latter 
with  little  or  no  aid  from  the  Federal  Government 
But  why  should  we  of  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States  sacrifice  our  people  by  repealing  the 
tariff  to  prevent  these  madmen  of  South  Caro- 
lina from  cutting  each  other^s  tiiroatsl  But 
there  was  no  danger ;  thoy  were  not  radi  and 
oraxy  enotwh  to  do  so.  There  can  be  no  war 
in  the  Norui ;  it  wonld  be  entirely  a  Southern 
affiur.  They  wonld  have  aQ  the  glory  and  all 
the  sufferings  of  this  war  among  tbemsdves. 
All  would  commiserate  and  none  envy  thdr 
condition  under  this  glorious  reign  of  nullifica- 
tion. 

M>.  SvTHSBLi  ND  would  put  it  to  all  who  beard 
him,  whether  a  bill  presented  in  the  manner,  and 
under  the  circumstances  that  this  had  been, 
ought  to  pass.  It  was  out  of  all  reason.  It  was 
against  the  course  of  all  legislation.  The  ink 
was  hardly  dry  with  which  a  bill  had  been  en- 
grossed and  passed  at  the  last  session,  settling 
Uiis  venr  question,  and  settilng  it  by  compro- 
mise, would  the  House  be  doing  Justice  to 
those  who  bad  relied  upon  that  act,  so  soon  to 
overturn  what  had  been  so  deliberately  resolved 
upon — a  law  which  had  commanded  the  votes 
of  two-thirds  of  that  House,  and  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate  t  But  he  was  told  that  the  bill  must  pass, 
because  a  spirit  of  opposition  had  appeared  in 
South  Carolina,  and  was  rnunin^  uirough  all 
the  Southern  country,  which  nothing  ooald  allay 
but  the  passage  of  such  a  bill.  On  that  sutyect 
be  must  be  allowed  one  word  of  reply.  He 
asked,  where  did  this  whole  protecting  system 
come  from  I  With  whom  did  it  originate! 
Where  was  it  bom  I  The  i^stem  was  atwrted 
in  South  CaroUna.  It  had  oripnated  in  the 
early  days  of  this  Governmenti  and  it  had  been 
sustained  in  Vi^^ia,  by  one  of  the  aUeet 
statesmen  that  ever  graced  that  proad  md 
sBoieot  oommonwealtSi.   He  meant  Thonus 
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JeffersOD.  Yes,  it  was  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  bad 
given  it  bis  most  decided  sanction.  He  bad 
appeared  in  bis  native  State,  on  onr  great 
national  umiversarj,  in  1808,  dressed  from 
head  to  foot  in  homespun.  All  the  military, 
horse  and  foot,  bad  paraded  in  uniforms  of 
American  mannfacture.  And  the  reverend 
clej^  were  clad  in  the  same.  And  so  entirely 
was  the  t^Btem  approved  of,  that  prayers 
were  offered  up  on  that  occasion  for  its  mainten- 
ance and  perpetuity.  This  HcQse  was  asked  to 
repeal  the  protective  system,  althoogb  the  very 
people  who  broagbt  the  system  into  being,  now 
declared  it  to  be  unconstitutional :  and  althongb 
there  had  not  lived  scarce  a  distingnisbed  man, 
since  the  revolution,  who  had  not  been,  or  was 
not  now,  the  approver  and  advocate  of  the 
American  system,  and  its  constitutionality.  It 
had  been  a  member  from  South  CandiziL  a  Mr. 
Burke,  who  bad  first  proposed  in  that  House  a 
protecting  duty  npon  hemp,  to  enaUe  the  people 
of  his  State  to  raise  that  commodity  upon  their 
rice  grounds.  With  this  view  the  duty  bad 
beenwiposed.  The  same  individnal  had  then 
asked  a  protecting  duty  npon  indigo,  all  for  the 
benefit  of  his  State  and  the  Soath ;  and  this 
duty  bad,  in  like  manner,  been  laid  on.  Bnt 
now.  South  Carolina  bad  discovered  that  every 
protecting  duty  was  a  flagrant  and  alarming 
violation  of  tho  constitution. 

**  We  think  oar  btiun  fooU— M  wIm  w»  grow ; 
No  doabt  our  wiaor  miu  will  tUak  w  so." 

At  the  first  sesston  of  l^e  first  Congress,  one 
of  the  signers  ai  the  eonstitution  had  offered 
an  address  to  George  Washington,  as  being  the 
devoted  friend  to  the  whole  system,  which 
address  had  been  unanimously  adopted,  by  men 
who  were  themselves  the  fathers  of  our  revolu- 
tion. Southern  gentlemen  might  rave  as  they 
would.  The  constitutionality  of  that  system 
stood  beyond  their  power.  In  a  debate  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  first  Congress,  as  to  the 
duty  proper  to  be  laid  upon  tobacco,  the  cele- 
brated B<^r  Sherman,  a  member  from  Con- 
necticut, bad  proposed  to  lay  sixpence  a  pound 
on  that  article,  avowedly  as  a  pronibition.  This 
was  carrying  protection  to  its  extreme;  and 
had  a  sii4;le  Southern  man  bo  much  as  whis- 
pered an  ol^eotioa!  Not  one.  Why  should 
the  law  be  altered  now  t  Protection  was  as 
eonstitntlonal  at  this  day  as  it  had  been  at  that 

r  BxTBs,  of  Haine,  should  vote  for  this 
bill,  not  because  it  was  what  he  wished,  but 
because  it  was  the  best  thing  that  could  be  pro- 
cured. The  bill  proposed  to  impose  a  less  de- 
gree of  taxation  on  tne  country,  so  soon  as  Jan- 
uary next  Had  this  bill  been  offered  to  him 
at  the  commencement  of  tho  session,  be  should 
have  felt  himself  bound  to  r^ect  it  Had  him- 
self or  any  of  his  friends  proposed  such  a  meas* 
nre  to  the  South  at  that  time,  be  should  have 
ftit  that  he  was  offering  them  an  insult  Bntcir- 
onmBtanoes  had  dnee  oconrred  which  showed 
fhai  now  the  Sonth  was  willing  to  aooept  the 
as  a  compromise  that  would  aetOe  the  dia- 
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tracted  state  of  the  country.  Such  being  tiie 
case,  he  was  bound  to  accept  it  He  rejoiced 
to  find,  that  somehow,  or  somewhere,  an  ar- 
rangement had  at  length  been  efEbeted.  The 
fact  proved  eitiiw  tibat  the  injuries  comi^lvned 
of  by  the  South  were  not  so  serious  as  they  had 
been  represented  to  be,  or  that  the  Soutii  lud 
been  governed  by  a  landaUe  patriotinn,  which 
led  them  to  assent  to  an  offer  whidi  came  ^ort 
of  that  which  th^  had  a  Just  rif^t  to  demand. 
He  heated  and  believed  that  it  was  from  the 
latter.  He  would  now  say  a  word  or  two  on 
^e  subject  of  pledges.  The  House  bad  been 
told  that,  having  voted  for  the  bill  of  1833, 
they  were  pledged  to  leave  the  subject  of  the 
tariff  at  rest.  But  Mr.  B.,  though  he  had  voted 
for  that  bill,  had  not  voted  for  it  as  the  best 
that  was  possible:  he  had  voted  for  it  as  the 
best  he  c»nld  then  gat:  bat  he  had  not  oon- 
^6red  himself  as  bonnd  never  toget  a  better, 
when  it  riionld  be  in  his  power.  He  had  never 
pledged  either  hinisdf  ox  his  constitneBtfl. 
Whether  it  was  or  was  not,  in  the  opinion 
some,  implied  that  the  system  was  to  rem^ 
nntonched  for  eight  or  ten  years  to  come,  was 
a  matter  of  mere  moonshine  to  bim.  He  had 
never  pledged  himself  for  a  ringle  sesdrai  ahead. 
His  successors,  he  knew,  wooM  act  as  he  had 
acted,  independently. 

Mr.  Phtdlbton,  of  New  York,  viewed  tho 
bill  as  a  compromise.  It  was  an  exchange  of 
intermediate  protection  for  ultimate  reduction : 
and  those  who  voted  for  it  voted  for  it  as  a 
whole.  There  was  no  reason  why  gentlemen 
who  Voted  on  one  code  shoold  be  more  reflected 
on  than  those  on  the  other.  Oentiemen  who 
chose  to  r^eot  Xb»  comxavm&se  oonld  do  so ;  bnt 
those  who  took  it,  took  it  as  a  whole.  They 
consented  to  the  continuance  of  protection  for 
a  certain  course  of  years*for  the  sake  of  ensur- 
ing its  reduction  in  the  end.  In  bis  judgment, 
this  was  altogether  illusory,  because  this  Con- 
gress could  not  bind  its  successors ;  for  himself 
he  never  would  consent  to  take  a  measure  so 
entirely  uncertain. 

Mr.  MoDurFiB  did  not  Iwlieve  that  the  bill 
made  all  the  concession  to  the  demands  of  the 
South  which  justice  required ;  much  more  ought 
to  have  been  allowed.  The  Sonth  had  a  r^t 
to  demand  more,  much  more.  Bnt  he  had 
nevwtheless  made  up  his  mind  to  vote  for  the 
bill.  He  wished  to  give  quiet  to  tiie  country ; 
he  bdievad  this  bill  would  pve  qniet  to  the 
country ;  and  in  that  view  he  should  it  his 
vote. 

Mr.  Bates,  of  Massachusetts,  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  bill,  bat  he 
wished  to  state  the  pvnnds  upon  which  he 
should  vote  sgsiDSt  its  passage,  that  be  might 
stand  &irly  before  his  oonstitaenta,  and  before 
the  country,  npon  this  deeply  interesting  sub- 
ject He  did  not  share  in  tne  apprehension  ex- 
pressed, that  the  Sonth  would  not  abide  by  the 
proviuona  of  the  biU.  He  had  no  fear  on  that 
score,  for  the  Inll  is  an  abandonment— gentle- 
men  maj  say  what  th^  will  to  the  oontrary— 
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tbe  bill  is  an  abandonment  of  the  protective 

Erinciple,  progressively  and  elowly,  bnt  certain- 
j  and  ffttallT'.  Nor  had  he  anj  dispositioa  to 
JoiD  in  the  denonciationa,  althoagh  he  shared 
Uigely  in  the  regreta  of  the  occauon.  Had  the 
enp  which  the  friends  of  the  tariff  are  called 
npon  to  take  been  mingled  hj  ot^er  hands,  he 
oonld  have  Xxmie  it ;  but,  presented  and  foroed 
upon  them  aa  this  has  been,  it  beoomes  as  nn- 
pleasant  and  nngr^eful  as  on^kpected. 

He  would  sti^  that  he  might  be  disHnotlj 
understood,  that  tiie  adTOcates  of  the  protective 
system  admit — 

Ist.  That  the  revenues  of  the  Government 
ought  to  be  no  more  than  the  wonts  of  the 
Government ;  that  they  do  not  ask,  by  way  of 
protection,  for  a  dollar  beyood  this.  But, 

2d.  They  m^ntain  that,  so  far  as  the  revenue 
is  derived  from  impost,  it  ought  to  he  from 
duties  imposed  for  protection.  And, 

8d.  That,  in  the  apportionment  and  assess- 
ment of  duties,  reference  ought  to  be  had  to 
the  oondition  and  wants  of  the  interests  to  be 
protected.  Acting  upon  these  principles,  he 
said,  tibere  wotdd  be  ample  means  of  protection 
fen*  all  needed  purposes;  hut,  in  his  opinion,  the 
bill  under  consideration  was  in  utter  disregard 
of  every  one  of  them. 

So  far  as  derivable  from  duties  on  protected 
articles,  this  bill  will  angment  the  revenue,  and 
thus  wUl  diminish  protection,  while  it  will  in- 
crease the  demands  npon  the  people. 

The  duties  upon  protected  articles,  it  will  be 
observed,  are  to  be  progressively  reduced  to 
twenty  per  cent,  in  1842,  and  afterwards  at 
pleasure ;  but,  in  no  event,  peace  or  war,  is  the 
progress  of  reduction  to  be  stayed ;  and  in  no 
event,  after  1843,  is  the  rate  of  duty  to  exoeed 
twen^  per  cent.  The  bill  contaiiu  a,  formal 
cnaetmfflit,  and  {^ves  an  express  pledge  to  this 
effect.  And  both  before  and  after  18^  in 
case  of  a  deficiency  or  excess  of  revenue,  re- 
coarse  is  to  be  had  to  such  unprotected  articles 
as  are  not  made  free  by  the  bill.  This  he  con- 
sidered an  abandonment  of  tiie  great  protective 
prindple.  •  It  is  an  express  agreement  that  the 
duties  for  protection  shall  not  exceed  twenty 
per  cent,  and  that  duties  for  the  mere  purposes 
of  revenue  may  be  imposed  npon  unprotected 
artides  when  they  are  needed  for  protection. 
It  is,  therefiare,  not  only  an  abandonment  of  tJie 
jwiociple,  bnt  a  limitation  npon  the  power. 
Tlie  dnties  npon  the  nn|Hrotected  ma^  transcend 
the  duties  upon  the  protected  articles  tiiem- 
selves. 

But  how,  he  inquired,  does  this  bill  propose 
to  reduce  the  duties  f  It  changes  all  the  speci- 
fic into  ad  valorem  duties  after  1842.  In  the 
mean  time  it  reduces  them  equally,  without  any 
regard  to  the  magnitude  or  wants  of  the  difiier- 
ent  interests,  their  importance  in  war  or  peace, 
their  character  as  connected  with  agriculture 
or  commerce,  with  necessaries  or  luxuries,  with 
the  capabilities  or  exigencies  of  the  conntry ;  it 
reduces  them  all  as  a  gardener  trims  a  hedge, 
ootting  every  thing  to  the  same  level,  without 
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reference  to  any  thing  but  uniformity.  'What- 
ever may  be  the  legiidation  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments, whatever  the  competition  and  power 
brought  to  bear  upon  a  given  department  of  in- 
dnst^,  this  bill  fixes  its  position  and  condition 
immovably,  and  leaves  it  at  the  mercy  of  those 
who  may  choose  to  assul  it,  and  in  any  way 
they  choose.  Mr.  B.  ssid  that  he  would  dettdn 
the  House  no  longer.  The  victim  is  bound,  and 
he  would  not  delay  the  saerifioe.  Bnt  he  oonld 
have  wished  the  offering  had  been  made  by 
other  hands. 

Mr.  WiLLiAUS  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  the  House  sustained  the  motion :  Yeas  98, 
nays  66. 

The  previous  question  was  carried :  Yeas 
109,  nays  85. 

The  main  question,  viz.,  *'  Shall  the  bill 
pass  f "  was  then  put  and  decided  by : 

Yixs. — ^Messrs.  Adair,  Alexander,  ChiltOQ  AUin, 
Robert  Allen,  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  Armstrong, 
John  S.  Barbour,  Bamwell,  Barringer,  James 
Bstes,  Bell,  Bergen,  Betbune,  James  BUdr,  John 
Blair,  Boon,  Bouck,  Bouldin,  Branch,  John  Brod- 
head,  Bullard,  Gambreleng,  Carr,  Carson,  Chion, 
Claiborne,  Clay,  Clayton,  Coke,  Connor,  Conrio, 
Coulter,  Craig,  Creigbton,  Daniel,  Pavenport, 
Warren  R.  Davia,  Doubleday,  Drayton,  Draper, 
Duncan,  Felder,  Findlay,  Uti^rsld,  Foster,  Gal- 
ther,  Giimore,  Gordon,  Griffin,  Thomas  H.  Hall, 
William  Hall,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hairkins,  HoifDiBo, 
Holland,  Horn,  Howard,  Hubbard,  Irria,  Isaoks,  Jar- 
vis,  Jenifer,  l^cbard  H.  Jdinson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Eavaoagh,  Kerr,  Lamar^  Lansing, 
Lecompte,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Uardis,  MaeoQ, 
Ilarshall,  Uaxwell,  William  HoCoy,  McDuffie,  He- 
Intyre,  HcKh,  Mitchell,  Newnan,  Newton,  Nuck- 
olls, Fatten,  Flammer,  Folk,  Rcncher,  Roane,  Root, 
Semmes,  Sewall,  William  B.  Shepard,  Aug.  H.  Sbep- 
perd,  Smith,  Speight,  Spence,  Stanberry,  Standifer, 
Frauds  Thraue,  Philemon  Thomas,  Wiley  Thomp- 
son, John  Thomson,  Tompkins,  Verplanck,  Ward, 
Washington,  Wayne,  Weeks,  EUaha  Wfaittlesqr, 
Campbell  F.  White,  Edward  D.  White,  Wicklitb, 
Williams,  Worthington— 119. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Hemon  Allen,  Allison, 
AppletoD,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks,  Noyes 
Barber,  Barstow,  Isaac  G.  Bates,  Beardsley,  Briggs, 
John  C.  Brodbead,  Bucber,  Burd,  Burgess,  Cahoon, 
Chandler,  Cboate,  Collier,  Lewis  Condict,  Siks  Con- 
(Ut,  Eleutheros  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Cooper,  Crane, 
Crawford,  Jolm  Davis,  Dayan,  D«arboni,  Denny, 
Dewart,  Dickson,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans,  Joshua 
Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Ford, 
Orennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hiester,  Hodges,  Hogan, 
Hughes,  Huntington,  Ibrie,  Ingersoll,  Kendall,  Ken- 
non,  Adam  King,  John  King,  Henry  King,  Leavitt, 
Mann,  McCarty,  Robert  McCoy,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Muhlenberg,  Nelson,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
PiersoD,  Pitcher,  Fotts,  Randolph,  John  Reed,  Ed- 
ward C.  Reed,  Russell,  Slade,  Southard.  Stephens, 
Storrs,  Butheiiand,  Taylor,  Tinton,  WardweU,  Wat- 
mough,  WUkhi,  Wheeler,  Frederick  WbitUesey, 
YouBg— 86. 

So  tiie  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Soi 
ate. 
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WsDNESDAT,  February  27. 

Setienw  Collection  Bill—2fuUifieation. 

The  Senate's  bill  further  to  provide  for  the 
oollect^on  of  the  reveoue  (the  enforcing  bill) 
comiDg  np, 

Ur.  Vesplanoe  moved  that  the  consideration 
of  that  bill  be  postponed  an^  the  next  day,  in 
or^  that  the  Honse  dioold  take  up  the  appro- 
priation bills,  several  of  which  remdned  to  be 
acted  npon. 

Mr.  WiOKLirFS  observed  that  there  seemed  to 
etist  adi^tosition  in  the  House  to  pass  this  bill ; 
bat  he  pat  it  to  gentlemen  whether  it  was  right 
and  fur  to  postpone  the  condderation  of  it  bo 
fbr  that  those  wno  might  be  opposed  to  its  pas- 
sage should  have  only  time  left  them  to  say  no, 
but  not  to  state  the  reasons  for  their  vote.  The 
House  was  bound  to  allow  at  least  time  enough 
for  a  fur  discussion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Caubbbleno  said :  This  was  the  last  day 
of  the  session  on  which  bills  could  be  discuased. 
The  appropriation  bill»  would  have  to  be  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow — to  postpone  would  be 
to  deabt>7  them. 

'  The  motion  to  postpone  was  dedded  In  the 

negative :  Yeas  70,  nays  137. 

Mr.  Oabsoh  said  that  the  bill  being  now  be- 
fore ^e  House,  he  wished  to  offer  a  few  ideas 
upon  some  of  its  provisions. 

From  the  obvious  nugority  against  him,  it 
would  have  been  useless  for  him  to  persevere 
in  attempting  to  get  the  bill  committed ;  and 
therefore  it  was  that  ho  had  withdrawn  his 
motion.  He  now  rose  to  perform  a  solemn 
duty ;  such  a  one  as  be  had  once  hoped  would 
never  have  been  his  lot,  and  one  wnich  filled 
him  with  the  deepest  r^ret:  it  vas  to  part 
with  a  number  of  gentlemen  with  whom  it  nad 
been  his  pride  and  pleasure  heretofore  to  act. 
But  the  hour  vas  come  in  which  he  was  called 
to  separate  himself  from  theuL  He  regretted 
this  the  more,  as  he  knew  that  it  would  operate 
as  a  banishment  of  himself  from  the  regard  of 
a  man  whom  he  had  delighted  to  honor ;  a  man 
whom  he  had  served,  if  not  with  as  much  abil- 
ity, at  least  with  as  much  honest  zeal  as  e^  er 
son^felt  toward  the  person  and  the  reputation 
of  b\s  own  father.  Never  had  his  heart  known 
sudi  a  feeling  of  devotion  toward  any  human 
being,  unconnected  with  himself  by  blood,  as 
toward  Andrew  Jackson.  But  he  had  arrived 
at  the  npot  where  Uiey  must  part  Lear 
Iwdshed  his  Onrdelia,  and  had  divided  his 
estate  between  Regan  and  Goneril,  because  they 
were  more  vociferous  in  the  profession  of  their 
attachment  than  his  poor  Cordelia.  He  had 
banished,  too,  the  honest  Kent.  Tet  Mr.  0; 
felt  it  to  be  difBcult,  when  the  affections  of  the 
heart  had  oace  been  so  devoted,  to  indulge  in 
any  expression  of  censure,  even  where  the  ob- 
ject of  those  affections  was  most  in  error.  He 
felt,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  would  rather  hide 
such  things  from  the  world,  and  let  them  be 
consigned  to  perpetual  oblivion.  Bat  this  bill 
— could  it  be  hidden!  He  met  it  on  Ids 
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way ;  he  bad  not  gone  to  seek  it ;  it  met  bun, 
and  he  could  not  avoid  it.  God  knew  what 
had  been  his  feelings  on  first  perusiug  it.  He 
saw  at  once  that  the  line  oi  separation  was 
drawn  forever.  The  &ult  was  not  his.  The 
measure  had  broken  upon  the  nation  like  a 
thander-dap ;  it  was  not  merely  Mr.  O.'s  mis- 
fortune, but  that  of  the  whole  American  peo- 

Sle.  With  the  popularity  he  enjoyed,  that  in- 
ividual  ooold  have  done  more  good  than  any 
other  man  since  the  days  of  Wauiington,  But, 
in  proportion  to  the  power  of  doing  good,  was 
the  corresponding  power  of  doing  injury.  That 
injury  was  now  about  to  be  inflicted.  It  would 
be  inflicted  by  this  bill.  Mr.  O.  might  be  mis- 
ttdcen  in  this  foreboding;  and  when  he  saw 
himself  separated  from  so  many  of  his  friends  in 
relation  to  it,  he  wished  he  ooold  believe  that 
he  was ;  but  he  could  not  see  snch  a  bUl  about 
to  pass  without  offering  some  feeble  opposition 
to  It.  He  woold  remind  gentlemen  with  whom 
he  had  formerly  acted,  and  who  now  were  pre- 
p«red  to  vote  for  tiiis  bill  because  it  had  the 
£zeoutive  reoMumendation,  of  some  things 
that  Beamed  to  be  forgotten.  Be  waa  wdl 
aware  that  they  acted  under  a  high  sense  of 
duty,  and  considered  themselves  as  having  a 
high  moral  duty  to  perform.  But  he  would  re- 
om  their  recollectious  to  the  sessions  of  1826-'7 
when  a  gentleman  was  Pre»deat  who  now  sat 
near  him  in  that  House,  (Mr.  Adams.)  The 
Executive  had  sent  daring  that  session,  a  mes- 
sage to  the  House  having  reference  to  the  exe- 
cution of  a  treaty  with  the  Oreek  Indians.  In 
that  paper  he  had  very  strongly  squinted  at  the 
employmeat  of  force.  He  had  spoken  in  it  of 
a  "superadded  obligation'*  arising  from  his 
oath  0$  office.  Mr.  0.  and  his  coadjutors  had 
pounced  upon  the  passage  as  hungry  pikes 
would  pounce  upon  a  roach.  They  were  aU 
ready  in  a  moment,  with  thdr  gaffs  on,  to  fly 
at  the  man  who  bad  presomed  to  send  such  a 
message  to  that  House. 
[Mr  0.  here  quoted  the  message.] 
In  the  first  part  this  paper  said  that  the 
author  abstained  from  using  the  force  In  his 
control,  because  he  knew  that  those  who  op- 
posed tiie  ezecation  of  the  treaty  were  acting 
under  the  laws  of  a  sovereign  State,  and  be- 
lieved that  they  were  doing  their  duty.  Now, 
Mr.  0.  would  say  to  gentlemen  who  had  voted 
wiUi  him  on  that  occasion,  tltat  before  Uiey 
voted  for  the  present  bill  they  ought  to  go  to 
that  gentleman  and  ask  his  pardon.  It  waa 
due  to  themselves.  It  was  due  to  him.  £very 
one  recollected  what  a  sensalJon  that  message 
had  produced  in  the  House ;  every  one  must 
remember  the  able  report  upon  it  in  the  Sen- 
ate. Yet  there,  the  Executive  abstmned  from 
using  force,  because  the  individuals  were  act< 
ing  under  the  autliority  of  a  State.  Compare 
this  iau|;a&ge  with  the  bill  now  before  the 
House ;  it  was  Hyperion  to  a  Satyr.  Compare 
the  bill  with  the  alien  and  sedition  law — that 
odious  act  which  had  been  virtual!/  repealed 
bj  the  puUio  sentiment  of  the  Amerioaa  peo|da 
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— and  it  dwindled  into  insignificance.  A  com- 
parison of  the  two  bills  woald  be  snfficient 
to  conTince  anj  man  of  the  character  of  this 
measure.  The  alien  law  empowered  the  Fre»* 
ideat  to  order  sach  as  Le  mi^t  conalder  danger^ 
OQs  and  suspected  aliens  to  depart  from  the 
eoTintry ;  ana  if  thej  refused,  to  imprison  them. 

[Here  Mr.  G.  qnoted  the  dien  law.] 

That  bill  permitted  a  man  to  be  Ined  by  bis 
peers ;  but  did  this  bill  permit  any  such  thing ! 
Did  the  alien  bill  send  a  sword  f  No ;  but  look 
at  what  this  bill  provided.  [Here  Mr.  0.  quoted 
the  clause  in  relation  to  unlawftil  assemblages 
of  people.]  "  May  be  deemed  " — deemed  by 
whom  ?  Wby,  by  the  President,  to  be  sure ; 
or  by  a  creature  be  should  appoint  What  did 
this  bill  do  but  put  a  sword  into  the  hand  of 
the  Exeontive  against  fa!s  fBUow-dtlzais?  It 
empowered  him  tu  ride  rongh-Bbod  over  the 
BOTereignty  of  a  State  of  this  Union.  The  ad- 
Tocates  of  the  bill  mif^t  deny  the  fact;  but 
what  had  produced  the  act?  Was  it  not  the 
Bovereign  action  of  a  sovereign  Btate !  And 
what  had  the  House  heard  this  day  and  yester- 
day &om  a  native  sou  of  Carolina  1  from  a  gen- 
tleman indebted  to  her  for  his  birth  and  his  ex- 
istence  1  That  this  bill  was  all-important  to 
heal  the  wounds  of  a  minority  of  that  State. 

[Here  Mr.  Mjtohkll,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  in- 
teniosed,  and  flatly  denied  that  he  had  aud 
any  Buoh  thing.] 

Tha  gentleman  certainly  bad  said  that  It  was 
dne  to  the  Union  party  of  South  Carolina  that 
the  hill  should  pass.  Jjidwhyf  It  gave  the  col- 
lector the  revenue  at  Oharleaton,  with  one  or 
two  others,  power  to  call  out  the  forces  of  the 
whole  American  nation,  to  pat  down  the  sover- 
eignty of  a  State  acting  through  a  majority  of  its 
citizens.  That  was  plainly  the  view  of  the  bill, 
and  of  those  who  supported  it ;  it  was  to  put 
South  Carolina  down ;  it  was  to  put  her  leaders 
down;  none  could  doubt  this.  The  law,  in- 
deed, was  general  in  its  language ;  end  itmiffbt 
even  now  be  brought  to  bear  upon  Massacnu- 
■ettB.  as  rightfully  as  upon  Sonth  GaroUna ;  for 
the  Uassachnsetts  Legislature  had  passed  a  law 
wMch  certunly  squiated  hard  at  nollifieation ; 
the  weasel  was  in  part  ont  of  the  bag,  though 
they  could  not  yet  see  the  whc^e  of  him.  And 
the  tariff  bill  might  yet  raise  storms  at  the 
North,  which  woold  require  such  a  bill  as  this 
to  qnell.  Thoagh  now  the  bill  was  receiving 
the  aid  of  all  the  Eastern  States,  the  time  might 
jet  come  when  those  States  wonld  themselves 
be  lashed  with  the  whip  they  had  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive. 

The  bill,  it  appeared,  must  pass,  for  the  sake 
of  the  Union  party  in  Sonth  Carolina.  The 
Btate,  he  knew,  had  mair|r  distinguished  dU- 
xens  within  the  Umita  of  that  lurty ;  men, 
whose  charaoterfl  and  motiTes  he  beUeved  to  he 
perfectly  hoDorable  and  patriotic,  and  he  re- 
gretted that  any  man  should  request,  on  their 
Dehalf^  that  such  an  act  as  this  should  pass 
agunst  his  own  State.  While  he  heard  that 
request  preferred,  he  conld  not  bot  think  of  the 


[a  or  R 

beautiftil  lines  of  Moore  in  relation  to  Ireland. 
Had  this  bill  been  directed  against  North  Oar- 
olina,  and  Mr.  C.  had  been  a  member  of  a  large 
minwitgr  of  that  State,  and  a  mt^ority  of  the 
State  (to  which  his  all^^anoe  was  dne)  had  re- 
solved itself  into  an  elementary  assembly,  amd 
had  decided  that  the  oonstitndon  had  been  vio- 
lated by  any  law  of  the  Union,  he  should  have 
scorned  to  ask  the  aid  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment or  of  any  other  foreign  Government,  to  pnt 
down  his  mother,  to  trample  on  bis  parent,  and 
KStA  down  her  name  dishonored  to  posterity. 

Eeening  Station. 

The  House  resumed  the  condderatira  of  the 
revenue  collection  bill. 

Mr.  Olattoit,  of  Georgia,  rose  in  oppoation 
to  the  bill.  It  has  been  well  said  by  an  old 
author,  said  Mr.  C^tbat  when  a  Government 
intends  to  c<mnDit  violence  upon  the  rights  of 
the  people,  its  first  attempt  is  to  pnt  out  the 
laws,  as  others,  on  like  occasions,  put  ont  the 
lights.  We  allow  the  disburdening  of  a  ship  in 
imminent  peril  of  wreck,  but  this  will  not  ex- 
cuse those  who,  upon  a  feigned  foresight  of  a 
State  tempest,  shidl  immediately  cast  law  and 
conscience  overboard,  discard  and  quit  rudder 
and  compass,  and  so  assist  the  danger  they  pre- 
tend to  fear.  As  a  pretext  to  fall  upon  the 
people,  they  are  to  be  visited  with  frequent 
vexations ;  and  lest  these  sbonld  be  healed  by 
that  generous  forbearance  peculiar  to  a  love  of 
country,  their  sores  are  to  he  regrdned  and  ex- 
asperated, under  all  the  urging  circumstanceB 
that  come  within  the  invention  of  scandal. 
And  hence  it  is  a  principle  in  the  politics  of 
tyranny  to  make  every  infirmity  a  fault,  and 
every  fault  a  crime.  Such  as  study  to  be  great 
by  any  means,  must  by  all  means  forget  to  be 
just;  and  they  that  will  usurp  dominion  over 
others,  must  first  become  slaves  to  the  worst 
of  tyrants — a  lust  ailer  power.  Power,  when 
unchained,  stops  at  nothing  short  of  fall  gratifi- 
cation, and  by  nothing  is  it  so  much  delighted 
as  the  red  rums  of  wasted  countries,  desolated 
fielda,  and  demolished  hahitatiosB;  and  this 
scene  is  greatly  hdghtened  in  its  hell-smitten 
as^tect,  if  there  be  left  to  brood  over  the  mis* 
chief  the  solitude  of  widowhood,  and  the  desti- 
tution of  orphanage.  Such  may  be  the  result 
of  this  day's  legisIatioQ,  and  there  is  to  come 
out  of  it  this  lesson,  that,  in  the  promptings  of 
ambition,  power  cannot  be  purchased  too  dear, 
though  it  cost  the  blood  of  millions.  In  the 
contemplation  of  a  principle  so  desponding, 
there  is  left  one  consolation,  poor,  I  confess, 
that  it  will  not  be  the  first  snpremacy  that  has 
been  won  and  worn  upon  the  length  and  keen- 
ness of  a  usurping  sword. 

The  bill  we  are  called  on  to  pasa,  amoants  to 
a  declaration,  without  roiaeing  the  matter,  that 
the  States  of  this  confederacy,  as  States,  may 
be  compelled  by  the  military  force  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  the  lawf- 
of  a  majority  of  Congress,  no  matter  what  may 
be  thdr  character ;  and  that  there  is  no  other 
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rtXLet  hat  the  Tirta«  of  ttie  longest  sword  and 
tiie  strongest  arm,  wielded  under  the  dread  al- 
temative  of  trinmph  or  treason.  And  what  is 
worse,  though  one  is  the  creature  of  tlio  other, 
yet  the  creator  alone  can  oommit  treason.  The 
oreatnre  has  nothing  to  lose  in  the  conflict.  It 
draws  its  resources  from  the  author  of  its  own 
being,  hy  which  it  makes  its  conquests,  and  is 
snlgeGt  to  no  pains  or  penalties ;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  State  has  everj  thing  to  forfeit, 
and  pays  the  expense  of  the  war  on  hoth  sides. 
Is  this  a  false  statement  of  the  case!  Then 
what  has  produced  this  state  of  things  t  That 
which  has  prodaoed  more  real  discontent 
than  all  other  nutters  beudes;  I  mean  taxa- 
tion. In  ooantries  where  the  people  U8  taxed 
to  snpport  the  splendor  of  kings,  the  luxurious 
indi^eDoe  of  noble  famUies,  of  particnlar  dy- 
iiaaties,.and  are  ednoated  to  believe  that  saoh 
impoutions  are  all  right,  and  is  the  very  es- 
sence of  duty,  it  is  a  matter  of  little  con- 
cern how  mach  their  tmpressors  afflict  them. 
But  in  this  enlightened  country,  where  men 
know  their  rights,  and  are  taaght,  from  the  re- 
publican simplicity  of  their  Government,  that 
taxes  are  property,  and  jnst  so  much  and  no 
more  is  required,  as  is  honestly  necessary  for 
the  frugal  purposes  of  Government  to  protect 
the  reddne  left  in  the  hands  of  the  oontnbntor, 
it  becomes  a  snl^eot  of  jnst  eomplaint  whenever 
these  limits  are  tnuuoemded.  for  whom,  then, 
are  these  taxes  levied  f  Are  they  for  the  Gov- 
ernment! Not  so.  The  President  has  s^d 
they  are  not  necessary,  more  than  is  wanting 
ought  to  be  reduced ;  reomnmends  it,  and  con- 
ridefs  the  South  badly  treated.  A  reduction 
of  six  millions  of  taxes,  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  says  can  be  readily  spared,  will 
end  all  our  strifes,  and  render  this  odious  law 
perfectly  unnecessary.  Why  can  it  not  be 
done !  Was  there  ever  before  an  instance  of 
one  portion  of  the  people  fighting  the  other' to 
keep  on  the  taxes,  and  the  Govranment  stand- 
ing oy,  with  its  poeketa  as  fUl  as  it  wants,  en- 
oonragtng  the  battle?  Look  at  the  matter  in 
its  trae  colors.  The  Bonth  has  been  complain- 
ing for  ten  yean^  in  every  form  that  nnre- 
dnssed  ii\jnry  can  nuweat ;  and  they  hare  been 
as  constantly  repelledby  every  excuse  that  in- 
satiable avarice  could  invent,  and  none  so  often 
urged  as  the  public  debt.  Well,  now  the  pub- 
lio  debt  is  paid.  What  next!  Behold  the 
Government,  in  honest  truth,  comes  out  and 
says,  we  have  as  much  as  we  want  out  of  yon, 
and  more  too ;  bat  here  are  a  few  eager  manu- 
facturers Btan^og  at  onr  back,  who  state  that 
they  are  not  yet  satisfied,  and  nrge  as  a  reason 
why  we  should  let  them  subsidize  yon  a  little 
longer,  that  you  are  putUng  on  the  sinis  of  re- 
bdfion,  and  it  will  never  do^  the  pride  of  the 
Government  will  not  watter  it,  to  permit  you 
to  question  oar  authority  to  tax  you  for  what- 
ever purpose  we  please.  Tme,  these  manu&o- 
turers  have  driven  yon  to  desperation,  and  to 
drive  you  out  of  it  afnin  becomes  a  pretext  to 
keep  on  the  taxes.  Lay  down  your  arms,  fall 
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on  your  knees,  and  raise  yoor  hands  and  ms 
in  snpplicaU<m,  and  we  have  no  donbt  thw 
will  take  the  matter  into  their  seriona  oonsid- 

eration  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  1  Kow, 
Ifr.  Speaker,  you  may  think  this  is  no  hard 
matter  to  hear,  and  that  we  onght  to  try  it  a 
little  longer  ■  but  mark  me,  we  are  in  and  about 
the  very  point  where  it  can  be  endured  no 
longer,  and  this  Congress  wonid  do  well  to 
pause  before  they  move  any  further.  What 
IB  it  yon  want — taxes!  For  what?  For  the 
Govemmentt  Take  what  yon  please  to  any 
amount  for  its  honest  purposes.  Have  you 
ever  been  stinted!  Your  Secretary  saya  you 
cannot  pcssibly  ^xMid  more  than  fifteen  millions, 
and  the  aUowanoa  of  this  sum  will  reduce  our 
burdens  t&x  millions.  Why  will  yon  not  do  it  I 
Do  you  want  more  for  yourselves  ?  Only  ob- 
serve for  a  moment  how  bountifully  yon  are 
supplied  out  of  these  fifteen  millions.  Bear 
with  me  while  I  tell  the  people,  who  axe  work- 
ing under  God's  curse  for  what  little  they  earn, 
how  sumptuously  their  governors  live. 

First,  go  with  me  to  the  palace  of  your  Pres- 
ident ;  see  the  splendors  of  his  honsehold,  view 
the  lawns  and  artificial  hiUs  and  dales  that  sur- 
round hU  mandon,  made  on  porpose  to  regale 
his  ^e.  and  varied  eveir  year  to  relieve  his 
virion  from  the  dalness  «  monotony !  All  this 
oomes  out  of  the  estimate  of  fifteen  mHUona, 
said  to  be  wanted  for  the  nse  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  Oome  with  me  to  the  gandy  exhibitions 
displayed  in  both  halls  of  Congress;  see  our 
hondrad  white  servants,  subject  to  our  beck 
and  call,  and  we  can  hudly  lift  a  draught 
water  to  our  lips  without  their  help  1  See  the 
splendid  gardens  and  enclosures  provided  for 
our  special  comfort  and  refreshment  I  One 
pavement,  of  ninety  feet  in  length  and  forty  in 
breadth,  has  cost  four  thousand  dollars  t  One 
enclosure  of  eight  acres,  for  a  botanic  garden, 
in  front  of  this  magnificent  building,  is  about 
to  cost  us  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The  bring- 
ing of  water  from  a  spring  in  the  a^aoent  ooua- 
try,  to  sport  in  a  foontam  before  the  C^tol, 
is  to  cost  thirty  thousand  more.  It  was  bnt  last 
night  you  gave  away  to  this  city,  alone,  eight 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  besides  one  hundred 
thousand  for  paving  its  streets.  The  appro- 
priation for  what  is  so  wastefully  scattered  over 
this  building  and  its  various  apartments,  I  mean 
fuel  and  stationery,  is  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  the 
separate  civil  list  of  half  the  States  in  the  Union. 
Two  thousand  dollars  to  paper  three  rooms  in 
the  Preddent's  palace,  enongh  to  build  forty 
habitations  for  those  in  the  humbler  walks  of 
life,  who  are  the  tax-p^ng  people.  All  thi^. 
and  I  barely  mention  a  few  items,  to  show  the 
character  and  extravagance  of  public  expendi- 
ture, also  comes  out  of  this  estimate  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  intended  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  Government. 

Tes,  sir,  the  wants  of  the  Government  1  And 
when  the  people,  with  a  holy  devotion  for  the 
Government  of  their  choice,  are  willing  to  snb- 
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mit  to  these  impoaitioDii,  and  to  gratify  these 
fhigal  wants,  it  is  not  enough ;  they  mnat  con- 
tribute  to  the  similar  wants  of  private  gentle- 
men, and  to  the  gratification  of  uie  like  kind  of 
splendor ;  because,  forsooth,  they  have  idle 
money  about  them  that  must  be  put  to  profit- 
able employment,  through  ttie  agency  of  tiie 
Goreniment,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  laboring  South.  And  when  the 
South  oompl^ns,  ^ey  are  tdd,  your  Ofrnduot  is 
insolent,  yoar  coarse  is  rebelUoos,  and  your  doc- 
trines are  treasonable!  It  becomes  our  daty, 
tad  is  demanded  by  the  dignity  of  our  Govern- 
ment, in  the  language  of  ute  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  nation  to  n  member  of  this  House,  *'  to 
pnt  yon  down."  These  additional  taxes,  over 
and  above  the  wants  of  the  Government,  bo 
long  complained  of^  and  now  of  a  character  no 
loneer  to  be  borne,  have  brooght  up  the  South 
to  Uie  point  of  reaistanoe.  South  Carolina  has 
sdd  she  subnets  no  longer.  The  rest  of  the ; 
Bontli  will  soon  Hollow.  Tyranny,  always  cow- 
ardly, has  taken  the  alann.  Every  uiing  is 
nullified  into  rebellion.  Wonderful  ^^s,  as 
of  wd,  have  appeared.  The  earth  and  air  are 
filled  with  pr^oflMos.  Expresses  freighten 
the  oonntry  from  Washington  to  Charleston. 
A  steamboat  has  been  seen  to  reverse  its  flag, 
ihe  Union  down.  One  star  on  a  blooa-red  flag 
has  been  seen  in  the  Sonth.  On  the  morning 
the  proclamation  made  its  appearance  in  the 
Senate,  no  prayers  had  been  said  in  that  body. 
The  flag  of  Congress,  on  that  same  morning, 
was  observed  to  be  flapping  in  confhsion,  on^ 
half-mast  high.  One  oi  the  thirteen  stars,  rep- 
resenting the  thirteen  States,  in  the  Virginia 
Capitol,  fell  on  the  day  that  that  grave  body 
were  disonsung  federal  relations.  These  were 
fearful  omens  of  approaching  war  and  rebellion ; 
and  as  history  plainly  shows,  should  never  be 
disregarded  1^  a  cantioos  and  wise  Govern- 
ment. 

But,  Ur.  Speaker,  these  wonderful  signs  have 
produced  another  wonderful  consequence ;  like 
the  Dutch  apparitions  that  friglitened  the 
English  King,  they  have  brought  out  a  similar 
proclamation.  A  proclamaUon,  I  will  venture 
to  say,  that  may  swely  challenge  the  world  for 
its  parallel.  By  what  anthority  was  it  issued? 
Sir,  I  am  about  to  make  a  declaration  that  I 
dare  any  man  to  deny,  I  affirm  that  there  is  no 
anthority  in  tills  Government  for  any  procla- 
mation from  the  President  d  the  United  States, 
that  is  not  founded  npon  some  notorious  law. 
The  King  of  Great  Britain  dare  not  issue  his 
proclamation  unless  supported  by  some  known 
statute.  Now,  show  me  the  law  that  authorizes 
the  proclamation  in  qnestion :  I  boldly  say 
there  is  none.  What  I  nave  we  come  to  this, 
that  a  proclamaUon,  like  the  edicts  of  the 
Grand  Sultan,  is  to  be  the  rule  of  action  for  the 
free  people  oi  these  United  States !  That  the 
Fre«dent  shall  proclaim  in  written  instroments 
what  he  considers  to  be  the  law ;  what  is  his 
interpretation  of  the  c<nistitntion;  and  tht^ 
acowding  to  his  views  of  ^ther,  the  sovereign 
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States  shall  be  bound?  Is  any  here  so 
credulous  as  to  believe  that  if  such  a  paper  had 
been  issued  by  the  expected  successor  of  the 
present  incumbent  against  such  a  State  as 
Virginia,  it  would  have  been  tolerated  for  a 
single  moment  south  of  the  Potomac?  No 
sir,  it  wonld  have  been  hnmt  in  every 
town  and  hamlet  thronghont  all  that  region. 
And  pray,  sir,  what  is  the  nature  of  it  ?  In  one 
breatn  it  reasons;  in  the  next  it  threatens; 
now  it  argues,  then  it  raves ;  here  it  is  pathetic, 
there  it  is  satiric ;  in  one  moment  it  is  serious, 
in  another  it  is  ironical ;  sometimes  grave,  at 
others  petulant ;  in  some  places  it  is  persuasive, 
in  others  intolerant;  in  many  parts  absolute, 
and  everywhere  dictatorial.  It  amugns  the 
motives  of  men ;  is  abusive  of  particular  char- 
acters; imputes  base  designs  to  the  public 
authorities  of  a  State,  and  denounces  the  leaders 
of  the  people  of  that  State  as  traitors :  losing 
^^t  of  the  dignity  of  a  State  paper  emanating 
from  the  Chief  Uagistrate  of  a  great  Govern- 
ment,  it  descends  to  personalities,  imd  thoee  are 
dired»d  agsioat  personal  enemies;  its  anthor 
calls  himself  the  rather  of  the  misguided  people 
of  South  Carolina.  The  "  father  1 "  mind  that  I 
the  language  used  to  the  red  peojde  of  the 
West.  Tour  "great  father  "says  so  and  so; 
\H  the  name  of  evei7  thing,  have  we  come  to 
that  ?  The  States  sunk  into  Indian  tribes !  But, 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  worst  part  of  this  matter  is  to 
be  told ;  that  while  this  friendly,  feeling,  flat- 
tering, fatherly,  and  fighting  proclamation  is 
reclaiming  a  State  from  the  error  of  its  ways, 
it  is  delivering  over  the  whole  of  tlie  States 
into  the  hands  of  the  General  Government  to 
be  oonsoUdated,  and  henceforth  to  be  known 
no  more  as  sovereira  States.  The  republican 
party,  who  have  oeen  contending  for  State 
rights  for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  and  fondly 
b^ieved  they  had  gloriously  achieved  their 
object,  have  had  their  trophies  levelled  in  the 
dust  at  a  single  blow,  and  themselves  bound, 
hand  and  fbot,  and  thrown  into  the  power  of 
their  old  vanquished  enemies.  What  a  revolu* 
tion !  and  how  suddenly  accomplished  1 

But  it  is  said  the  proclamation,  though  erro- 
neous in  principle,  was  issued  from  the  best  of 
motives.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  not  a  whip- 
ping-post, a  jail,  or  a  gallows,  that  may  not 
cl^m  the  same  merit :  bu^  when  th^  are  abused 
for  the  purposes  of  mmd  and  oppresuon,  it  is 
but  of  littie  comfort  to  the  suflrerer  to  point 
him  to  the  good  motives  that  lie  at  the  foun- 
dation of  their  institution.  I  wish,  however, 
this  celebrated  instrument  hod  even  the  virtue 
of  their  design  for  ks  appearance. 

This  proclamation  has  been  followed  np  hy 
a  cool,  calculating  message,  confirming  all  its 
principles,  and  demanding  the  bill  now  under 
discussion.  This  bill  requires  force  to  put 
down,  not  the  tumult  of  a  few  individuals 
acting  upon  their  own  responsibility,  but  the 
solemn  and  deliberate  act  of  tiie  people  of  a 
wh(de  sovereign  State,  assembled  in  convention 
in  the  same  manner  in  which  they  assented  to 
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the  federal  ooiistitiition,  and  asserted  nnder  all 
the  forms  known  to  a  well-organized  and  inde- 
pendent GiOTemment.  ffir,  this  bill  does  not  blink 
the  question ;  it  asks  for  the  power  of  declaring 
war  against  a  State,  and  nir  the  use  of  the 
army  and  navy,  to  give  success  to  that  war. 
Andf  sir,  we  are  about  to  ^rant  it.  We  are 
about  to  do  tliat  against  a  sister  State,  which 
we  dare  not  do  against  a  foreign  nation.  We 
dare  not,  without  a  forma!  declaration  of 
war,  which  alone  rests  with  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  where  it  Bhonld  rest,  for  they 
are  answerable  for  unnecessary  wars,  confer 
upon  the  President  the  power  to  use  the  army 
and  navy  against  any  nation  that  sbonld  prove 
unmindful  of  its  obligatioas.  Sir,  the  message 
oontemplated  war,  whatever  jpersons  may  say 
as  to  its  peaceable  charatMsr.  Did  not  the  Presi- 
dent enter  into  a  learned  legal  dlsqaisition, 
displaying  his  usual  profound  research  into 
the  depths  of  that  science,  even  down  to  tiie 
feudal  origin  of  his  subject,  to  show  that  the 
pom  eomitatui  was  a  militaiy  force,  and  as  such 
might  be  resisted !  What  was  this  for  t  That 
if  Sooth  Carolina  should  attempt  to  use  this  in- 
strument, which  she  and  all  other  Grovemments 
have  used  time  out  of  mind,  to  carry  into  effect 
her  legal  process,  and  which  she  will  continne  to 
use,  when  necessary,  in  all  other  cases  where 
her  own  citizens  are  alone  concerned,  it  is  to 
be  oon»dered  the  use  of  force  on  her  part  It 
must  cease  to  be  employed  in  cases  where  the 
General  Government  is  a  party,  and,  if  used,  it 
ia  to  be  treated  as  amilitary  foroBu  and  shot  down 
by  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  Statea.  As 
well  may  the  courts  and  their  sheriff  be  consid- 
ered as  a  nulitary  force,  and  treated  in  like 
manner.  Does  not  every  one  porc^ve  that  this 
is  the  way  the  dvU  war  is  to  commence?  The 
sh^fi)  and  his  unarmed  poetey  are,  by  a  forced 
ooostmction,  and  at  the  special  instance  of  the 
President,  to  suit  the  occasion,  made  a  hostile 
array  as  against  the  Federal  Government,  (but 
perfectly  lawful  as  agwnst  the  State's  own 
citizens,)  and,  as  such,  are  to  be  murdered  by 
tiie  United  States  troops.  Does  any  man  in  h^ 
proper  senses  believe  that,  when  snob  a  scene 
oommences,  the  good  pe(^Ie  of  South  C^trolina 
are  going  to  stand  around  the  dead  bodies  of 
their  sons  with  folded  arms,  and  tamely  submit 
to  such  butchery  ?  And  if  they  will  not,  where 
is  it  to  stop  f  Do  gentlemen  flatter  themselves 
it  will  be  confined  to  South  Oarollns  alone  f 
They  must  have  a  very  contemptible  opini<»i 
of  the  other  Southern  States,  either  as  respects 
their  courage  or  veracity,  for  they  have  more 
than  once  said  they  wiU  not  submit  to  the 
tariff^  and  I  trust  they  will  have  discern- 
ment enough  to  see  tbat  the  destruction  of  Caro- 
lina is  sought  on  that  very  accouuL  The  South 
may  prove  recreant ;  it  may  falnfy  all  its  former 
Btroiw  asseverations ;  it  may  abandon  South 
Oarouna  after  the  work  of  death  begins ;  they 
may  turn  out  to  be  a  talking,  and  not  a  fig^ling 
pei^le ;  but  I  shall  not  believe  it  till  I  see  it, 
notwithfltaitdiDg  the  proclamation  and  this  bill 
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are  supported  by  some  Southern  members^ 
The  first  and  fifth  sections  of  this  bill  allow 
the  President  to  use  military  force,  and  these 
are  to  remain  in  operation  to  the  end  of  tiie 
next  season  of  Oongreoa.  The  other  seetiona 
confer  great  powers  on  the  federal  court,  and 
are  intended  to  be  permanent  I  think  I  can 
perceive  that  in  some  of  these  provinons  my 
own  State  is  to  have  another  duBonlty,  eitiier 
with  the  Indians  or  the  General  Government ; 
but  as  she  can,  as  heretofore,  take  care  of  her- 
self I  shall  not  now  moot  this  point  with  the 
House,  but  go  on  to  show  that,  under  the  fifth 
section  a  common  marshal,  especially  if  he  be 
opposed  to  his  own  State,  a  thing  not  very 
unlikely,  maiy  involve  this  whole  country  in 
one  universal  blaze  of  dvil  war.  Hie  Prendent 
is  anth(nized  to  call  ont  the  military  force,  when 
infiormed  by  a  federal  judge  that  "any  law  or 
laws  of  the  United  States,  or  the  execution 
thereof^"  is  obstructed  by  "  any  unlawful  means, 
too  great  to  be  overcome  by  the  power  vested 
in  the  marshal."  Now,  who  informs  the  fed- 
eral jndge  of  this  fact  t  Does  not  everyone 
see  it  most  be  the  marshal  ?  Who  judges  of  the 
"unlawful  means,  too  great  to  be  overcome  ?  " 
Is  it  not  the  marshal  ?  And  must  not  the  judfe 
certify,  imou  bis  information?  Should  He 
choose,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  great  wisdom 
and  caution,  to  condder  an  assemblage  of  the 
good  people  of  Oharlesttm,  at  the  circus,  coq- 
vened  to  express  resolutions  on  federal  rela- 
tions as  unlawfhl  means,  too  great  to  be  over^ 
come,"  and  should  they  not  disperse  upon  the 
coming  of  the  proclamation,  what  is  to  hinder 
the  army  and  navy  from  doing  their  deeds  of 
death  upon  this  unoffondiag  people!  Sr,  the 
power  is  too  tramendous  to  oe  given  to  any  one 
,  man  tbat  ever  did  or  ever  will  live  npon  this 
eurth,  especially  in  times  like  these,  of  per- 
sonal passion,  party  prejudice,  and  powerful 
excitement.  I  would  not  grant  it  to  the  Presi- 
dent, even  if  he  could  be  personally  present, 
with  all  his  peculiar  moderation  and  love  of 
peace,  to  Judge  of  the  *'  unlawfVd  means  "  him- 
self, much  less  a  partisan  marshal,  bent  upon 
t^e  triumph  of  his  party,  even  at  the  expense  of 
the  lives  of  his  adversaries,  a  passion  which  has 
not  been  without  its  manifest  exhilutioOi  even 
within  these  wslls. 

Ur.  IsAAOS,  of  Tennessee,  said :  I  will 
advance  such  reasons  as  occur  to  me,  and 
which  I  have  not  heard  given  by  others, 
why  this  bill  ought,  at  this  time,  to  be  passed. 
I  can  truly  say  tbat  I  r^oice  with  those  who 
do  rejoice,  that,  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  for 
the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  the  olive  brandi  of 
peace  has  been  extended  to  the  discontented 
people  of  the  South,  and  nothing  conld  have 
afforded  me  more  pleasure  than  to  find  it  ac- 
ceptable (so  far  as  we  can  judge)  to  Southern 
members,  and  that,  I  admi^  gives  a  great  de- 
gree of  assurance  that  it  will  be  satisniotory  to 
their  constitnents;  and  some  have  (OprcsBed 
their  belief  that  it  would,  while  others  have 
doubted.  Bat  they  oaonot  i^ve,  ndther  con 
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ve  receive  from  tbem  &  pledge  that  it  will  be 
accepted.  Though  much  has  been  conceded, 
Btill  it  stops  short  cf  the  demands  of  Booth 
Oan^a,  aiid  mar  be  rejected.  God  grant  it 
may  not.  But  are  our  laws  such  light  and 
empty  things  tiiat  thej  are  to  be  obs^ed  or 
resisted  at  pleasnre?  After  That  Sonth  Osro- 
Una  has  already  done,  after  she  has  left  nothmg 
undone  that  conid  render  resistance  effectna^ 
shall  we  leave  every  thing  to  chance,  and  do 
nothing  to  counteract  their  operations,  by  pro- 
Tiding  the  means  for  the  effectual  execution  of 
oar  laws  i  it,  contrary  to  all  our  hopes,  Con- 
gress should  adjourn,  and  onr  new  tariff  law 
share  the  fate  of  .the  former,  unless  this  bill  be- 
come a  law,  the  work  of  nullification  and  seces- 
mon  would  tiien  go  on  trinmphantly.  Bat  what 
*  voald  the  oonntry  aay  of  na?  We  should  have 
to  meet  the  inst  reproaches  of  oar  oonstitaenta, 
and  be  convineed,  when  It  was  too  late,  that  we 
had  been  too  confiding,  that  we  had  riMked 
every  thing,  and  lost  all  that  onr  inaction  could 
lose.  The  ordinance  of  South  Oarolina  has  at 
one  sweep  pronounced  onr  whole  system  of 
revenue  laws  null  and  void,  and  declared  a  con- 
ditional secession  fi-om  the  Union ;  and  her 
legidative  acts  have  carried  out  the  scheme. 
27ow,  I  will  not  stop  to  dispute  whether  all  this 
can  be  (as  they  call  it)  a  peaceable  remedy,  or 
what  is  meant  by  nuUification  and  secession. 
In  the  plun  English  definition  and  common 
sense  view  of  their  proceedings,  I  prononnce 
them  to  be  revolntionaiy  in  their  dhtracter 
and  tendencies.  And  who  will  peril  the  safety 
of  Idle  conntry  npon  the  nncertainty  of  thcb* 
going  backward  rather  than  forward  ?  Our  ac- 
quaintance with  human  nature  and  the  history 
of  ages,  even  farther  back  than  the  time  of  Lord 
Somers,  should  ren^d  us  that  when  the  ele- 
ments of  society  are  agitated,  disturbed,  and 
shaken  asunder,  as  when  the  fountains  of  the 
great  deep  are  broken  np,  they  are  not  readily 
quieted  and  confined,  ana  often  defy  all  bounds. 
And  it  sometimes  happens  that  those  who  start 
foremost  in  the  career,  either  of  revolution  or 
reform,  are  outrun,  and  even  run  over,  and  left 
fta  behind  by  Uieir  more  ardent  and  reckless 
fbUowers. 

This  mayj^r  mfqr  not  come  to  pass  in  South 
Carolina.  There  is  in  that  State  perhaps  more 
talent  than  in  any  other  in  proportion  to  their 
number  of  free  inhabitants ;  but  I  have  seen  and 
read  enough  ftom  tiiere  to  convince  me  that 
there  are  amongst  them  many  bold,  impatient, 
and  ambitious  spirits,  who,  for  aught  I  know, 
may  think  some  of  their  present  leaders  too 
moderate  and  easily  satisfied ;  especially  if  they 
could  get  the  lead  themselves.  In  speaking  of 
the  nullification  party  collectively,  as  I  do,  I 
must  not  be  understood  to  say  that  they  are 
bad  men ;  far  from  it ;  I  have  seen  enough  of 
human  nature  to  learn  that,  under  the  ioSutiuce 
of  high  excitement,  surrounded  and  propelled 
by  coocnrring  ciroumstanoes,  good  men  will 
often  go  to  as  great  excesses  and  commit  as 
great  errorsaa  bad  men ;  and  tbedifiSuence  be- 
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tween  them  can  only  be  found  in  the  motives 
by  which  they  are  actuated.  But  it  may  be 
said  that  all  this  is  mere  Peculation,  from 
which  no  certain  results  can  be  t^own.  Be  it 
so.  In  providing  the  means  of  aeourity.  it  is 
not  neoessary  that  the  danger  should  be  mevir 
table.  We  know  the  threatening  podtionwMoh 
they  have  taken ;  they  may  proceed  to  put  in 

?ractice  what  they  have  put  on  parchment, 
hat  is  enough  for  us  to  know.  If  with  tbi% 
knowledge  we  refuse  to  act,  wema^  ourselves 
answerable  for  the  consequences. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  have  adverted  to  future  prob- 
abilities, merely  in  connection  with  the  reatitiea 
of  the  present  and  the  past;  and,  upon  the 
strength  of  these  realities,  I  sbdl  insist  that  if 
we  wonld  vindicate  the  authority  and  honor  of 
the  Government,  we  have  no  choice  but  to  pass 
this  bill.  How  stand  the  facts  t  South  Caro- 
lina, in  the  highest  attitnde  she  could  assume, 
and  in  the  moat  decisive  form,  has  wdained 
that  all  the  revenue  laws  of  this  Govetnment 
are  null  and  void,  and  shall  not  be  carried  into 
effect  witliin  her  Umits.  That  the  twenty-fiftii 
section  of  the  Judiciary  act,  which  this  House 
a  few  years  ago,  by  a  large  majority,  very  prop- 
erly, as  I  think,  refused  to  repeaJ,  shall  have 
no  effect  in  that  State.  And,  upon  certain  con- 
ditions, amounting  to  this,  that  if  she  is  pre- 
vented from  making  effectnal  resistance  to  the 
laws,  she  will  no  l<H)ger  be  a  member  of  this 
Union,  but  will  forthwith  proceed  to  form  a 
separate  and  independent  Govenunent  This 
ordinance  of  the  ccnvenlaon  has  been  ftilly  car- 
ried out  and  adapted  to  practical  pnrposes  by 
the  enactments  of  the  Legislature.  And,  to 
complete  the  work,  a  large  military  force  is 
provided,  companies,  regiments,^  and  it  might 
not  be  going  too  far  to  say,  annies,  are  organ- 
ized, equipped,  and  ready  for  the  field.  We 
learn,  ^o,  that  they  have  mounted  the  blue 
cockade.  I  wonder  how  it  came  to  be  blue. 
I  have  heard  of  blue  laws  and  blue  lights,  of  the 
blue  bells  of  Scotland,  and  the  bonnets  of  blue ; 
but  I  never  before  heard  of  blue  cockades] 
But,  without  reniect  to  color,  it  is  a  badge  of 
hostility — an  emblem  of  war. 

tMr.  MoDuFTiK  denied  the  flag.] 
return,  said  Mr.  Ibaoxs,  to  the  far  weightier 
matters ;  Uie  ordinance,  the  statutes,  the  mili- 
tary preparations.  These  are  undeniable,  and 
here  I  will  bold.  How  Icoig  these  are  to  abide, 
we  know  not ;  but  this  we  know,  that  they 
now  exist  in  all  their  force  and  vigor.  And 
shall  these  measures  of  resistance  and  defiance 
be  taken  in  the  face  of  the  American  people, 
and  the  world,  and  meet  with  no  rebuke  ?  Shall 
nothing  be  done  that  will  tell  to  all,  now  and 
hereafter,  what  is  the  sense  of  the  nation  on 
this  procedure  f  We  cannot  do  less  than  provide 
adequate  means  to  counteract  the  progre&s  of  nul- 
lification, if  it  is  persisted  in ;  and  if  it  is  no^  so 
much  the  better,  our  act  will  then  be  inoperative. 

Mr.  Blair,  of  South  Carolina,  followed: — 
I  repeat  now,  what  I  have  said  again  and 
again,  that  I  shall  r^ard  the  r^eotion  of  this 
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bill  as  a  negatiTB  saQction  of  nnlliScation,  and 
sn  indirect  rebuke  of  the  Union  party  in  South 
Carolina.  I  have  not  asked  this,  or  anj  other 
measure,  for  the  personal  safetj  of  the  Union 
fwrtj :  I  hare  repeatedly  disclumed  it,  entirely 
and  iiD0(nt^0Dally.  We  ask  not  personal  pro- 
tection: wo  would  Buffer  annihilation  bc^re 
we  would  invoke  ^d  in  tiiat  respect.  Bat 'we 
think  there  is  something  due  to  our  character 
and  feelings.  And  I  submit  It, to  the  candid 
oonsideratTon  of  this  House  whethm-  it  would 
be  generous  or  politic  to  make  a  scapegoat " 
of  the  "  Union  party,"  to  bear  away  the  sins  of 
nullification  to  the  wilderness,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate the  disorganizers  in  South  Carolina.  Sup- 
pose you  do  so  on  this  occasion,  what  encour- 
agement would  an  orderly,  well-disposed  mi- 
nority in  a  refractory  State  have  to  stand  up 
for  the  dignity  of  this  OoremmenL  and  the  ex- 
ecution of  its  laws  In  a  coming  day  t  Could 
you  e^wot  suoh  a  minority  in  a  rebeUions  State 
to  hazard  thrir  personal  liberty,  th^  liTCf  and 
fortunes,  to  snlnect  themselves  to  civil  and  po- 
litical did^anehisement^  to  obloqny  and  re- 
proach, and  to  peril  their  alL  as  the  Union  par- 
ty in  Sonth  Carolina  have  done,  in  defence  of 
^e  Union,  and  the  institutions  of  the  country  t 
No,  sir,  you  could  not  expect  it.  They  would 
remind  you  of  the  fate  of  the  *'  Union  party  " 
in  South  Carolina.  I  can  assure  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  and  I  assure  this  House, 
that  tJie  duty  now  imposed  on  me  in  relation  to 
this  bill,  is  far  from  being  a  pleasant  one.  It 
will  be  remembered  tbaty  at  the  commencement 
of  the  sesnon,  I  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  Uilitary  Committee,  of 
wliich  I  was  a  membw.  I  did  this  undur  an 
impres^n  that  possibly  it  might  become  the 
dnty  of  that  oommittee  to  recommend  some  co- 
ercive means  to  counteract  the  rash  measures 
of  the  ruling  party  in  the  State  from  which  I 
oame.  Had  I  remained  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, I  could  not  oppose  any  proposiUon  that 
might  be  deemed  necessary  for  putting  down 
nnllification  and  its  concomitant  measures,  with- 
out indirectly  uding  and  abetting  what  I  con- 
sider a  rebellious  proceeding,  or,  at  least  a  pro- 
ceeding of  rebellious  tendency ;  and  it  was  re- 
pugnant to  my  feelings  to  as^t,  as  a  member 
of  a  committee,  in  recommending  to  tUs  House 
any  measures  or  means  of  coercion  against  tiie 
mhgnided  State  of  South  Carolina.  I  was  un- 
wilRng  to  subject  myself  to  the  appearance,  or 
to  the  reproaches  even  of  the  nnllifiers,  of  aid- 
ing to  inflict  blows  on  the  State  which  I  in  part 
represent.  The  public  interest  and  siUety  did 
not  require  that  I  should  make  tbat  sacrifice  of 
feeling.  My  place  on  the  committee  could  be 
easily,  perhaps  adranta^eoosly,  supplied,  with- 
out detriment  to  the  action  of  this  House,  or  in- 
^ary  to  the  pnblio  service.  But  now  the  case 
IS  different ;  I  feel  myself  differently  situated. 
I  am  called  upon,  not  only  as  a  representative 
of  South  Carolina,  but  as  a  representative  of 
the  American  people,  to  ^soliarge  a  solemn  and 
conscientioas  an^,  wluoh  cannot  be  pei^rmod 
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by  a  substitute.  Here  is  an  unpleasant  duty  to 
be  perlbrmed,  which  cannot  be  evaded  by  re- 
ferring it  to  a  committee  of  which  I  am  not  a 
member.  The  question  presents  itself  to  this 
House,  and  is  not  to  be  bUoked  by  any  member 
here  unless  he  proves  recreant  to  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him.  1  have  come  to  the  cnudiulon, 
some  time  nnecL  that  it  is  my  bonnden  dnW  to 
vote  for  this  bill,  and  I  shall  not  shrink  mnn 
the  rei;ponsibility  of  doing  so,  be  the  conse- 
quences to  myself  what  they  may.  Were  I  to 
vote  against  this  bill,  I  sboidd  consider  myself 
as  giving  an  indirect  sanction  to  nullification, 
secesfflon,  and  all  the  absurdities  which  accom- 
pany these  political  heresies.  It  is  impossible, 
therefore,  that  I  should  vote  against  the  bill ; 
and  to  withhold  my  vote,  would  be  nearly 
equivalent  to  my  ne^tion  of  the  bill. 


Thobsdat,  February  28. 
JBSdsmw  OolUeHon  Bai—SkU^leatiM. 
■mnva  bisbiov. 
The  House  resumed  the  oonnderatt<m  of  the 

revenue  collection  bilL 

Ur.  FosTEB,  of  Georgia,  said :  It  is  not  to  be 
disguised  that  this  is  an  administration  meaa* 
ure;  it  comes  to  ns  not  only  approved,  bat 
asked  for  by  the  Executive ;  and,  uierefbre,  as 
a  friend  of  the  administration,  it  would  have 
given  me  great  pleasure  to  have  been  able  to 
yield  it  my  feeble  support.  But,  however  high 
my  respect  tbr  the  I^esident  and  his  constitu- 
tional advisers,  I  cannot  sustain  their  policy  at 
the  sacrifice  of  my  own  prindides  and  opinions. 
I  shall  never  be  so  much  tiie  partiBan  or  friend 
of  any  man  as  to  surrender  the  honest  oonvio- 
tions  of  my  own  Judgment.  In  opporing,  how- 
ever, the  recommendations  the  !Prc«dent 
with  regu^  to  South  Carolina,  I  take  the  occa- 
sion to  disolium  any  imputation  whatever  on 
his  motives.  In  the  integri^  of  his  motives 
and  the  purity  of  his  patriotism,  I  have  the  ut- 
most confidence — quite  as  much,  certainly,  as 
many  gentlemen  around  me  who  are  so  wal- 
ously  sustaining  these  recommendations. 

I  owe  it  to  myself,  Hr.  Speaker,  also  to  say 
that  I  do  not  appear  here  as  the  advocate  of 
South  Carolina.  I  do  not  ^>prove  her  recent 
measures.  Do  not  imagine,  however,  that  I  am 
about  to  Join  in  those  unmeasured  oeusures  ud 
denunciations  which  have  been  so  lavishly  be- 
stowed upon  her.  No,  rir;  this  is  a  crusade 
in  whichlshaUbe  among  the  last  to  enlist ;  it 
is  an  enterprise  which  presents  no  temptations 
to  ray  ambition ;  it  is  a  field  in  which  I 
gather  no  laurels.  Sir,  Sonth  Carolina  is  the 
natural  ally,  the  sister  of  Georgia..  Her  gallant 
SODS  are  our  neighbors,  our  brethren,  our  fellow- 
sufferers;  and,  while  disapproving  their  acts, 
I  can  most  truly  say,  that  "  with  all  their  fiinlts 
I  love  them  stiU." 

Yes.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  passage  of  this  bill 
will  be  another  deep  (God  grant  it  may  not  bo 
a  fatal)  stab  to  the  oonstitution.  And  really 
I  had  hoped  that  its  already  manned  body 
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would  have  protected  it  from  Airther  oatrage. 
The  conditioa  to  which  yoar  repeated  attars 
have  reduced  it,  is  safficient,  it  misht  be  snp- 
posed,  to  disarm  even  its  tnost  TiodictiTe  ene- 
mies. Let  me  entreat  too,  then,  to  staj  the  np- 
lifted  ano,  and  withhold,  it  may  be,  the  flnidimg 
blow.  Sir,  had  I  the  power,  like  UfA  Antooy, 
"  I  wonld  put  a  tonne  in  every  wonnd  "  which 
yoTir  iU-Jndged  l^Sation  has  made,  to  Implore 
yonr  foroearanoe. 

To  those  aroond  me  who  have  recently 
evinced  bo  mncb  zeal  in  the  canse  of  the  conati- 
tntion,  and  affected  so  mndi  anxiety  to  save  it 
from  eacrtlegions  hands,  I  particalarly  appeal. 
I  especially  invoke  the  aid  of  an  honorable 
gentleroan,  QSj.  Vinton,  of  Ohio,)  who,  a  few 
evenings  ago,  in  the  fervency  of  his  patriotism, 
was  ready  to  see  all  onr  nvers  running  with 
blood,  and  ihia  great  confederacy  converted  into 
one  vast  slanghter-honaei,  rather  than  have  one 
tattle  of  the  constitation  obliterated  by  force. 
And,  sir,  had  I  but  a  small  portion  of  that 
powerfhl  and  commanding  eloquence,  which  I 
heard  on  a  recent  occasion,*  in  another  place, 
in  the  anticipation  of  dangers  to  this  sacred  in- 
stmraent,  calling  on  all  the  pec^le  to  its  res- 
cue," in  a  tone  and  manner  which  I  can  never 
fo]^t,  and  which  filled  me  with  emotions  too 
big  for  ntteranoe — I  repeat,  sir,  did  I  possess  a 
particle  of  his  overpo'<n[ering  eloquence,  I  wonld 
cflJl  in  loud  stnuns,  not  npon  ^^aH  the  people," 
bnt  npon  these  their  representatives,  in  this 
hour  of  imminent  peril^  to  cume  to  the  aid  of  the 
ooDstitation,  and  save  it  fhim  the  danger  which 
^reatena  it,  from  speoions  and  snbtle  constmc- 
tion.  For  if  it  must  fUl,  it  matters  little 
whether  by  the  hand  of  violence,  or  by  the  nn- 
perceived  and  nndermining  process  of  ingeni- 
ous and  plausible  sophistry.  I  wonld,  indeed, 
prefer  the  attack  by  open  violence,  because 
then  we  oould  see  the  extent  of  the  danger,  and 
might  prepare  to  encounter  it. 

Bat,  itr.  Speaker,  the  first  section  of  this  bill 
forther  provides  that,  to  enable  the  collector 
more  effectually  to  exact  the  payment  of  cash 
duties,  as  proposed,  be  shall  seize  and  detain 
all  vessels  and  cargoes  until  the  duties  are  paid ; 
and  in  the  event  of  an  attempt  to  take  socb 
Teasels  or  cargoes  from,  the  possession  of  the 
eollector  by  any  force,  combination,  or  astem- 
Vagfi  of  in^vidnala,  or  by  any  prooesa  other 
than  ftom  a  court  of  the  United  States,  the 
Freaident,  or  such  person  as  he  shall  empower 
for  that  purpose,  may  employ  such  part  of  the 
luid  and  naval  forces,  or  militia  of  the  United 
Stetea,  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  re- 
moval of  the  vessels  or  cargoes  irom  the  posses- 
ion of  tlie  officers  of  the  customs,  &c. 

Sir,  that  proncness  to  resist  the  exercise  of 
all  powers  not  delegated  to  us,  of  which  the 
House  bos  had  some  evidence,  prompted  me, 
when  a  proposition  was  made  to  confer  power 
BO  gre^t,  and  of  sadi  dangerous  tendency,  to 
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consult  a^iu  the  charter  under  which  we  act. 
On  examining,  with  great  care,  I  find  in  the 
constitution  t£at  *^  Congress  shall  hsve  power 
to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  suppress  insur- 
rections, and  repel  invasions."  The  very  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  pn  your  table  is,  to  enable  Uie 
President  to  execute  the  laws.  Now,  I  will  not 
say  that,  in  extreme  cases,  when  no  ouier  means 
could  be  available.  Congress  might  not,  under 
the  power  to  "  pass  all  laws  neceraary "  to 
carry  the  granted  powers  into  effect,  resort  to 
the  regular  army  and  navy ;  but  I  will  say  that 
the  very  provision  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
shows  very  clearly,  that  in  the  view  of  the 
framers  of  the  oonstitutdon,  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  if  military  force  should  be  necessary, 
should  be  left  to  the  militia,  the  yeomanry  of 
the  country.  Onr  ancestors,  in  their  difficul- 
ties with  the  mother  coonti?,  had  learned  a 
lesson  aa  to  the  eoforoement  of  laws  by  tlie  aid 
of  a  standing  army,  from  which  th«y  seem  to 
have  profited;  and  they  confided  this  danger- 
ous trust  to  those  who  were  most  deeply  inter- 
ested in  a  fdthftil,  but  mild  execution  at  &9 
laws — the  great  body  of  the  {leople.  And,  upon 
the  legal  maxim,  that  *'  the  inclusion  of  one  is 
the  exclusion  of  all  others,"  the  provision  for 
calling  forUi  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws,  ex- 
cludes the  idea  that  any  other  force  was  con- 
templated for  this  purpose. 

That  this  was  the  view  of  th(He  who  were 
concerned  in  the  formation  of  the  constitution, 
is  plainly  inferrible,  from  the  fact  tliat  the  first 
laws  paued  for  the  suppresnon  of  insnrreotions 
in  1793  and  179B,  were  mtitled  acta  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  fonh  the  miUtia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Iniion,  suppress  insurrection,  and 
repel  invasion,"  in  tht  very  words  of  tihe  con- 
slitaUonal  provision. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  maintain  that  the  present 
attitude  of  South  Carolina  does  not  furnish  such 
a  case  as  was  contemplated  by  the  constitution, 
where  the  laws  were  to  be  executed  even  by 
the  militia.  There  is  no  *'  insurrection  "  there, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitntion,  nor  is 
there  such  a  "  combination  to  obstruct  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws "  as  contemplated  by  the 
acta  of  1793  and  1795.  Whatever  proceeding 
is  had  under  the  ordinance  d  Boata  Candina 
is  the  act  of  a  sovereign  State — it  is  the  exor- 
cise of  sovereign  power.  Whether  this  right 
belongs  to  the  State,  it  is  not  necessary,  for  the 
purpose  of  Uiis  argument,  to  inquire.  She 
clfdms  it,  and  has  exercised  it,  and  any  act  done 
under  the  authority  of  the  State,  will  be  protect- 
ed by  the  State.  To  attempt,  therefore,  to  re- 
duce individuals,  acting  under  this  authority, 
to  obedience  to  your  laws,  will  be  an  attempt  to 
coerce  the  State — it  will  be  making  war  upon 
the  State.  And  this  power,  as  stated  in  the 
report  of  tiie  Judiciary  Committee,  and  as  all 
who  have  read  the  journals  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention know,  was  several  times  proposed  to  be 
riven  to  Oongreaa,  but  nniibnnly  r^ected. 
Bnt^  on  thn  ptrntf  1  shall  adhere  to  the  oontae 
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Eorsued  by  the  committee.  I  wilji  not  be  drawn 
ito  a  ^acNisaion  of  the  right  of  this  GoTernmeat 
to  make  war  upon  one  of  the  States.  Far,  far 
distant  be  the  day  when  snob  an  inquiry  shall 
beoome  necessary.  - 

Bat  it  is  s^  by  my  oolleagoe,  (Hr.  Watke,) 
and  the  eoggeatioa  has  been  made  by  others, 
that  we  have  no  assnrance  that  South  Carolina 
will  repeal  her  ordinance,  or  that  she  will  not 
nullify  the  tariff  law  which  we  now  pass,  as 
she  has  those  of  1828  and  1832.  Sir,  let  us  be 
crndid  with  ourselves  on  this  ocoasion.  It  is 
indeed  pos»bte  that  this  may  be  the  case ;  but 
does  any  one  l)elieve  it  will  be  t  At  the  inter- 
cession of  amster  State,  the  convention  by  which 
this  ordinance  was  passed,  have  been  ordered 
to  reassemble ;  and  it  is  notoriooa  tiiat  the  object 
of  ttds  reassembUng  is  to  suspend  the  operation 
of  the  nallifying  laws  until  the  close  of  the  next 
aesnon  of  Oongress.  This,  too,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, was  done  at  a  time  when  all  hope  of  a 
modifioation  of  the  tariff  by  this  Congress  had 
been  nearly  eztioguished.  With  these  facta 
before  us,  then,  and  with  the  still  more  strikiog 
fact  that  every  SeuUor  and  Representative  in 
Congress  from  South  Carolina  has  voted  for  this 
modification,  where  is  the  man  who  can  for  a 
moment  indulge  a  serious  apprehension  that 
that  State  will  attempt  to  arrest  the  operation 
oftbelaw?  If  there  be  a  member  of  this  House 
who  does  redly  entertain  sooh  af>prBhensioDa,  I 
have  some  oorlority  to  know  him.  It  will  oer- 
tainiy  entitle  him  to  a  distiocUon  which  be' 
•hould  not  lose  the  opportunity  of  acquiring, 
and  I  will,  therefore,  pause  to  see  if  there  be 
one  who  will  make  the  avowal  [Mr.  F.  here 
paused,  but  no  gentleman  rising,  he  proceeded :] 
As  X  expected — a  death-like  silence  1  No,  sir, 
there  is  not  an  intelligent  man  here  or  else- 
where, who  entertains  a  reasonable  doubt  that 
Soath  Carolina  will  not  acquiesce  in  the  com- 
promise which  has  been  effected. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  further  argued  that 
unless  we  pass  the  bill  now  on  your  table,  the 
modiflca^on  of  the  tviff  will  have  the  appear- 
anoe  of  oonoesnon — a  yielding  to  the  demsnds 
of  South  Carolina — that  it  wm  seem  as  though 
the  General  Government  had  been  bollied  into 
measures.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  admitted 
that  tiie  oomplunts  of  the  South  are  just,  and 
ought  to  be  redressed.  Sir,  I  have  been  more 
than  astonished  at  the  frequent  repetition  of  this 
objection  during  this  sessioa.  What,  sir,  is  the 
legislation  of  the  American  Congress  to  be  gov- 
erned and  regul^ed  by  such  flBsddtousoess ! 
How  many  a  noble  and  gallant  spirit  has  met  an 
untimely  fate  under  the  misguidance  of  these 
false  notions  of  honor  I  refunng  to  make  just 
reparation — to  atone  for  an  iigury,  beoanse  a 
ehallenge  had  bem  nvenl  And  yet  we,  to 
vhosebandaareoonfided,  in  an  eminent  degree, 
the  deatiiidei  of  fifteen  millions  of  people,  are 
prepared  to  re^gn  their  hi(^  and  important 
intorests— nay,  to  stake  the  very  existence  of 
the  Ut^on  upon  this  delusive  idea  I  Sir,  how 
loag  befbre  we  afaall  be  able  to  unk  the  Umagt 
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of  the  man  in  the  noble  and  elevated  and  en- 
larged views  of  the  statesman  t 

Gentlemen  tell  oa,  hoTeT«r  that,  by  deosiTtt 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  F^eral  Govern- 
ment, all  opposition  to  its  authority  will  be  put 
down,  and  tno  majesty  of  the  laws  vindicated. 
How  soon  we  forget  the  teaching  of  history  and 
experience  I  What  instructive  lessons  do  tlier 
give  us  as  to  the  consequences,  in  naUonal  as  weu 
as  individual  quarrels,  of  a  course  of  menace  on 
one  hand,  and  defiance  on  the  other  I  Collisions 
and  violence  have  scarcely  ever  foiled  to  be  the 
resnlt,  Bnt  we  are  told,  with  a  triumpliant,  if 
not  an  unfeeling  air,  that  it  will  be  an  easy 
matter  to  put  down  South  Carolina;  that  the 
Preaddeut  has  assured  na  that  the  laws  shall  be 
executed,  tni.  bia  diwaoter  is  a  anffldent  guar- 
anty for  the  redonmion  of  the  pledge.  AH 
this  may  be  very  probable.  From  the  accounts 
we  have  of  popular  meetings,  and  tlie  numeroos 
offers  of  patriotio  Tolunteers  to  enlist  iu  thia 
glorious  enten>rise,  you  have  oertainly  little 
cause  to  doubt  your  success.  But  how  would 
you  enjoy  it,  when  purchased  at  the  expense  of 
the  blood  of  your  valiant  and  diivalrous  South- 
em  brethren  f  Who  would  rush  madly  on  to 
crush  even  wliat  some  consider  a  rebellion,  when 
the  lives  of  hundreds  of  our  own  countrymen 
must  be  the  cost!  Sir,  I  envy  no  man  his  tsA- 
ings,  who  can  dther  boast  of  sooh  an  antidpated 
victory,  or  oonld  eznlt  in  the  bloody  achieve- 
ment. 

Bnt  do  yon  not  mn  the  haxard  of  provokii^ 
the  other  Southern  Stetes  to  take  part  with 
South  Carolina  ?  Much  as  they  disapprove  her 
course,  the  orinn  of  this  controversy  is  common 
to  them  all ;  t£ere  is  an  identity  of  ioterest  and 
of  oppression,  which  is  rapidly  producing  an 
identity  of  feeling.  Sir,  are  not  the  present 
indications  sufficient  to  warn  graitlemen  ?  Do 
not  the  unquiet  state  and  feverish  excitement  in 
many  parts  of  the  Southern  country  admonish 
you  of  what  may  follow  the  first  act  of  violence  t 
Sir,  once  kindle  this  fire  in  the  South,  and  who 
shsll  extinguish  it !  Excite  the  resentment  and 
passions  of  a  gallant  and  high-spirited  people, 
and  who  shall  oontnd  them  t  Raise  the  tempest, 
and  who  shall  allay  it,  or  calculate  its  ravages? 
Where  is  the  master  spirit  that  "  can  ride  on 
the  whirlwind,  and  direct  the  storm  ?  "  What 
hand  shall  chain  the  billows  of  the  raging  ocean  t 
Believe  me,  sir,  these  are  not  the  suggestions 
of  an  excited  imagination.  Violent  and  oppres- 
sive measures  in  other  countries  have  general^ 
resulted  in  convnl^ons  and  civil  wars;  and 
beware  that  you  do  not  make  the  history  of 
your  own  a  mere  transcript  from  their  records. 

Mr.  Chaio,  of  Virginia,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seoonded— Yeas  108. 

The  previoQS  question  was  tlven  put,  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Shall  the  midn  question  now  be  put !  " 
and  carried. 

The  main  question  was  accordingly  put — 
"  Shall  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  timet"  and  detarmmed  as  M* 
lows: 
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TsAS. — Messra.  Adams,  Cbiltou  -Allan,  Heman  Al- 
len, Andereon,  AppletOD,  Ashley,  Bulks,  Nofes 
Barber,  Barringer,  Barstow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  James 
Bates,  Beardslejr,  Bell,  Bergen,  Jamea  Blair,  John 
BUr,  Boon,  Boack,  Briggs,  John  BrodhMd,  Jt^ 
C.  Brodhead,  Bncber,  Bullard,  Cambreleng,  Carr, 
Chandler,  Eleuthrroa  Cooke,  Bates  Cooke,  Corwio, 
Craig,  Craae,  Crawford,  Creigbton,  John  Davis, 
Dayan,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dickson,  Doubleday, 
Draper,  George  Erans,  Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Ev- 
erett, Horace  Everett,  Kndlay,  UtEgerald,  Ford, 
GrenneU,  Wlffiam  Hall,  HilaQd  Hall,  Harper,  Haw- 
kins, Hdster,  Hodges,  Hofitaan,  Hogan,  Holland, 
Horn,  Howard,  Habbard,  HonUugton,  Ihrie,  Irvia, 
Isacks,  Jarris,  R.  U.  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Kavauagb,  KecdaU,  Kennon,  John  King,  Henry 
King,  L«n«ng,  Learitt,  Leeompte,  Letcher,  Lyon, 
Mann,  Uarsh^  Maxwell,  Wm.  MoCot,  Melntyre, 
McKay,  McKennon,  Mereef,  MiUigan,  Mitchell, 
Muhlenberg,  Kelson,  Newton,  Pearce,  Pendleton, 
^rson,  Pitcher,  Folk,  Potts,  John  Reed,  Edward 
C.  Beei^  Rossell,  SewiUl,  Slade,  Smith,  Southard, 
Bpeighi,  Standifer,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Stom,  Suth- 
erland, Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Philemon  Thom- 
as, Jcjin  Thomson,  Tomi^ios,  Tracy,  Yerplanck, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Watmongh,  Wayne,  Wilkin,  £U- 
dia  Whittlesey,  Cami^  P.  White,  Edward  D. 
White,  Wortbington,  Yonng— 126. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Robert  Allen,  Archer, 
Arnold,  Barnwell,  Bouldin,  Carson,  Chinn,  CSai- 
borne,  Clayton,  Coke,  Connor,  Coulter,  Daniel,  Dav- 
enport, Warren  R.  Davis,  Fetder,  Foster,  Gordon, 
Griffin,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  Lewis,  Mason,  Robert  Mc- 
Coy, Newnan,  KuckoUs,  Fattoo,  Plumaer,  Borne, 
Boot»  Wiley  Thompeoo,  Wheeler,  Vicklilfe— M. 


Satdbdat,  Mardi  2, 
Banki^th*  UnUed  StaUt. 

The  following  reaolntion,  reported  yesterday 
bj  the  Committee  of  Wots  and  Ueona,  eomiog 
op  tar  conaideralioii, 

**.BMtibnd,  That  the  Gorenunent  depodta  mav. 
In  the  omnion  <rf  the  Hoose,  be  s^y  continned  in 
the  Bai^  of  the  Uluted  States  :** 

[On  this  resolution  an  animated  debate  took 
place,  In  which  Messra.  Polk,  WicklifTe,  IngersoU 
of  Connecticut,  and  McDufQe,  were  the  principal 
speakers ;  and  the  question  bmng  put,  on  Uie  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  It  was  oanied  by  the  fbllow- 
iog  vote :] 

Teas. — Mesn&  Adams,  Chilton  AUan,  Heman 
Allen,  Appleton,  Arnold,  Ashley,  Babcock,  Banks, 
Xoycs  Barber,  John  S.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  Barrin- 

S!r,  Bacatow,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  BricgBi  Bucher, 
nrd,  Bnma,  Cahoon,  Choate,  daitorne,  Elen- 
iheroe  Cooke,  Bates  Oo«^,  Cot^r,  Corwin,  Conlter, 
Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Daniel,  Daven- 
port, John  Ihivis,  Dearborn,  Denny,  Dickson,  Dray- 
ton, Draper,  Duncan,  Ellsworth,  George  Evans, 
Joshua  Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett, 
Ford,  Gihnore,  Grennell,  GritBn,  Hiland  Hall,  Hawes, 
Beistcr,  Hodges,  Howard,  Ht^ies,  Huntington, 
Ihrie,  IngersoU,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Kehard  H.  Johnson, 
Kendall,  Henry  King,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Marshall, 
Maxwell,  Robert  McCoy,  McDuffle,  Mclntyre, 
McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  MilUgan,  Mnhlen- 
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berg,  Nelson,  Newnan,  Newton,  Patton,  Pearce, 
Pendleton,  Pitcher,  Fotts,  Randolph,  John  Reed, 
Rencber,  Root,  Russell,  Semmef,  Sewall,  William 
B.  Shepard,  Stephens,  Stewart,  Storrs,.  Sutherland, 
Taylor,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Ter> 
planck,  YIntou,  Wasbinglon,  Waimough,  Wil- 
kin, Elisba  Whittlesey,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  Ed- 
ward D.  White,  Wickliffe,  Williams,  Young— 109. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Angel,  Archer,  Jntnea 
Bates,  Beardsley,  Bergen,  Bethune,  John  Blair, 
Bouck,  John  Brodhead,  Carr,  Clay,  Clayton,  Con- 
nor,  Dayan,  Fitzgerald,  Gaither,  Gordon,  Thomas  H. 
Hall,  Harper,  Hawkins,  Hofi^anyt  Holland,  Horn, 
Hubbard,  Adam  King,  Leeompte,  Lyon,  Hann, 
Mardis,  Maaon,  McCarty,  Mitchell,  Pieroon,  Polk, 
Edward  C.  Reed,  Soule,  Speight,  Standifer,  Fran- 
cis Thomas,  Wiley  Thompson,  Wardwell,  Wayne, 
Weeks,  CampbeU  P.  White,  Worthington— 16. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  the  GoTemment 
deposits  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Honse^  be 
safely  continued  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Hottse  then  took  a  recess  &om  4  to  6 
o'dook. 

Mr.  HowAKD  moved  the  following  resolution, 
(Mr.  Tatlob  having  been  temporsnly  called  to 
the  chur  by  the  Speaker :) 

Xetoh^  That  the  thanks  of  Uiis  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Akdbxw  Stxtshson,  Speaker, 
for  the  fairness,  dignity,  skill,  and  impartiality,  with 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  chair, 
during  the  twenty-secouci  Gongreas. 

The  qnestion  being  pnt,  the  resolntion  was 
passed  Item.  eon. 

Mr.  Sbvibr  moved  to  go  into  committee  on 
three  bills  for  territorial  objects.  The  yeas-and 
nays  were  called,  and  it  appeared  that  only  00 
members  answered  to  their  names. 

From  this  time  until  near  6  o'clock,  succes- 
sive attempts  were  made  to  obt^  a  quwnm 
to  vote  on  diflbrmt  motions,  but  in  vun. 

At  a  little  before  6  o'clock,  a  motion  was 
made  to  appoint  a  joint  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  to  Join  a  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  inform  the  Prendent  that  the 
two  Houses  were  ready  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  de<nded  in  the 
affirmative :  Teas  70,  nays  19. 

Mr.  White,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Pouc, 
were  appointed  the  committee ;  and  in  a  short 
time  alter,  tiiey  returned,  and  reported  that  the 
President  had  no  further  communication  to 
make  to  Congress. 

Wherenpon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babbovs,  the 
House  adjourned  mm  dU, 

The  BpsAKEB  thai  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House  as  foUoWs : 

Gkntlhixm  :  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  grateful  ao* 
knowledgments  for  this  renewed  ezpresnon  of  con- 
fidence and  approbation,  in  the  aacbarge  of  the 
official  duties  of  this  high  office. 

I  receive  it  in  the  same  sphit  of  kindness  In 
which  I  flatter  raysdf  it  has  been  ofli»red,aad  shall 
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cherish  it  with  feelinj^  of  profouad  respeot,  aud 
tiie  deepest  gmtitude.  For  the  but  dx  yeftn  It  hts 
been  your  pleasure  that  the  arduons  climes  of  this 
chair  should  be  assigned  to  me. 

This  whole  period  of  serrice  has,  as  70a  weQ 
know,  gentlemen,  been  distinguished  bTerents  well 
calculated  to  render  this  station  one  w  more  than 
ordinary  labor  and  responsibility. 

I  bare  zeatuosly  and  &ithfully  endearored  to 
meet  this  responsibility,  and  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
deemed  arrogant  when  I  say,  that  I  feel  a  proud 
conBcioasness  that  the  daties  of  this  high  trust  hare 
been  discharged  by  me  with  a  sin^^  ere  to  the  char- 
acter  and  (Ugnity  of  this  House,  tiw  interest  of  my 
country,  and  my  own  honor. 

That  I  have  often  erred,  I  most  rea<Kly  admit ; 
but  they  hare  been  errors  of  rule  and  piindple,  not 
caprice  or  passton ;  and  if  there  has  been  any  ap- 
parent rigor  or  harshness  in  the  Chur,  yon  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  beliere  that  it  was  unintentional 
and  iudiscriminate. 

If,  gentlemen,  in  moments  of  excitement  and 
commotion,  any  thing  unkind  has  occurred  between 
myself  and  the  indindual  inembers  of  tbe  House, 
let  me  anare  you  it  has  long  rince  passed  flrom  my 
memory,  and  been  forgiven  and  forgotten. 

I  iiave  no  injuries  to  complain  of,  and  no  mem- 
ory for  them,  if  they  existed,  and  I  shall  part  with 
you  all  this  night  in  the  spirit  of  peace  and  good 

wni. 

Before  we  separate,  gentlemen,  will  yon  pardon 
me  for  a  moment  ia  cnMag  a  nngle  suggestion  i 

Oar  oounoils  Of  late  have  been  greatly  divided, 
and  their  harmony  and  poaee  distaraed. 

Our  eonntty  has  beeu  deeply  and  paf  afidlj  axdted, 


and  the  safsty  and  security  of  the  UnioB  itself 
threatened. 

Hay  we  not  an  now  hope  tbat  the  canee  of  ex- 

dlemeni  aVe  bouriy  subddlngand  pasdug  irfTf  Tbat 
peace  and  harmony  and  brotherly  aflbetlw  will  soon 
shed  their  holy,  calm,  and  blessed  Infloenees  around 
us;  and  that  oar  beloved  country  will  again  become 
united,  peaceful,  and  happy  t 

in  assuming  Uils  station,  some  yean  ago,  I  took 
tbe  liberty  of  then  expresdng  to  the  House  a  senti- 
ment which  I  had  long  cheriuied,  and  which  I  now 
seize  this  fit  occasion  of  repeating  fVom  this  chair. 
It  is  this:  that  our  confederated  repubUc  can  only 
safely  exist  under  tbe  Influence  of  wise,  equal,  and 
just  laws;  by  the  ties  of  common  interests  and 
brotberly  afttotion ;  a  spirit  of  mutual  forbearance 
and  mooeradon,  (c<dleeuvely  and  intUriduimy,)  and 
by  cherishing  a  devotion  to  that  liberty  and  Unioa 
secured  to  us  by  the  blood  of  our  common  fathers. 
These  are  tbe  stable  foundaUons  upon  which  our 
liberties  and  free  institutions  can  alone  rest;  and 
Ood  grant  they  may  be  eternal.  This,  gentlemen, 
in  all  human  probability,  is  the  moment  of  separa- 
tion with  many,  very  many  of  us,  forever.  Is 
there  one  Individual  present  to  whose  bosom  a  floal 
eeparaUoD  from  those  with  whom  he  has  been  so 
long  and  inUmately  asaodated,  irill  not  cast  a  psinftd 
and  bitter  pangf  If  there  be,  I  confess  I  envy 
not  bis  feelingB. 

Ton  will  carry  with  yon,  sAitlemen,  my  cordial 
and  best  wishes  for  your  ladiridaal  proaperity  and 
faappinesB,  and  I  pray  you  to  reedve  tlda  my  most 
aileeUonate,  and,  poadbly,  last&rowelL 

The  SnLUus  then  acyotinied  the  Honso  iAm 
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TWENTT-TfflED  C011GBESS.-FIRST  SESSION. 

BEaUN  AT  THE  CITT  OF  TASHINOTOK,  DECEMBER  3.  1883. 


PE0C3EEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE  « 


ANDREW  JACESOK,  of  TenneBsee,  FreddeiiL 
HABm  YAK  BUREN,  of  Xew  York,  VUe  Prendmit, 


Stcntant*  of  Slate. — Edwabd  LmNOSTOM,  of 
LooiuaDa.  [Appointed  in  the  previotu  tenn.1 — 
LodisMcLakk,  of  Delaware.  [Appoioted  29tli  May, 
1888.  Rerigned.}— John  Fobbith,  of  Georgia. 
[Nominated  and  cODfinned  2Tth  June,  1834.]' 

SeerelarU*  of  the  TWoniry. — Locis  HcLani,  of 
Delaware.  [Appoiated  in  the  previous  term.] — 
William  J.  Ddase,  of  PennsylTania.  [Appointed 
29tli  May,  18S8,  in  receaa  of  the  Senate.]— -Rookr  B. 

of  Maryland.  [Ai^inted  2Sd  September, 
1888.}— LsTi  WoomuBT,  of  New  Hampshire. 
[Nondnated  and  confirmed  STtli  June,  1S84.] 


Seattary  of  ffiw.— Lewis  Cass,  of  Ohio.  [Ap- 
pointed in  the  prerious  term.] 

Secretariet  of  tie  Navg. — LxTl  WooDBUBT,  of  New 
Hampshire.  [Appointed  In  the  prsTiona  term,  and 
resigned  SOtli  June,  1884.] — Mahloit  Dickibmv,  of 
New  Jersey.  [Nominated  and  confirmed  80th  JnnflL 
1884.] 

Poitmaiter  General. — ^Williau  T.  Basrt,  of  Ken- 
tucky. [Appointed  in  the  preriotu  Adminis- 
traUon.] — Am  OB  Ebhdall,  of  Kentucky.  [Ap- 
pointed lit  Hay,  1885,  In  recess  of  the  Senate. 
[Nomination  confirmed  Ifith  March,  1886.] 


MoiTDAT,  December  3,  1888. 

At  12  o'clock,  the  Pbbsidkmt  pro  tern.,  the 
Hod.  HcaH  L.  WHirXjOf  Tennesaee,  in  the ab- 
eence  of  the  Vice  Freaideot  (Mabtim  Yan 
BmtXN,  Esq.)  caUed  the  Senate  to  order. 

The  Chaib  presented  the  credentials  of  £u- 
BBA  B.  PoTTBB,  elected  a  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  for  which  State  Abhkb  Robbinb  had 
been  previooslj  elected,  and  bad,  in  pnnaanoe 
of  rach  election,  taken  jus  seat  In  the  Senate ; 


•  LIBT  OF  MKMltFW  OF  THB  flSNATS; 
JToAw.— F«leg  Spragne,  Etb«r  Sbapley. 

J7amj)tMr«.— 8uDn«l  Bell,  Itue  HUL 
JTtHwuAMcH*;— Natlianlel  SllibM,  Dtnlel  Welwtcr. 
.Sltod«  Aland.— Nehemlah  B.  Enlght,  •Aaber  Bobblu, 
•  X.  R.  Pott«r. 

CEnMi«eM«wtL— OldMW  Tomllnson,  Nftthaa  flmlth. 

r<tr)iM>ML~-SamiMl  PrantlM,  B«q]amlii  Swift. 

ATmb  Tori.Sttn  Trigbt,  N.  P.  Tallmadge. 

iTM  ArMy.— nteodon  FraUBghajutt,  B.  Im  Bonthatd. 

AMMyiBawto.— WinUra  WUklu,  Bamnei  UeKaas. 

/Wmoori.— John  U.  CUftoB,  Anold  Naodaln. 

•  1e  tk*  «M  mAM  wllh  H(*)tk*  MatWH  Mmti  hrMh  •T 


and  also  a  certificate  that  the  election  of  the 
said  AsHEB  Robbinb  was  null  and  TOld ;  wliioh 
docnmenta  were  read. 

The  Chaib  then  stated  the  fact  of  Mr.  Rob- 
bins  haTing  been  returned  as  elected,  and  his 
credentials  read  at  the  last  session,  and  left  it 
to  the  Senate  to  determine  on  the  coarse  to  be 
pnraued  as  to  the  qualifying  of  either  of  thoM 
gentlemen. 

Ur.  FoiNDmxB  rose  and  anid,  Uiat  it  was  not 


JToryliiadL-^Ksaklel  F.  Okamlwta,  Joaaph  Kant 
PZrvMck— WnUam  O.  Uvaa,  John  TjUt. 
ybrIA  OiroHna.— Bedford  Brown,  W.  P.  "ip'gnm 
Soul\  OoroUfui,— J.  C.  Calhotui,  WlUllffl  a  Ftartqa. 
6torffia.—JoiaL  Fonjth,  John  P.  King, 
f  «fUwotp.— Oeorgs  M,  Bibb,  Henry  CUjr. 
roMMMM.— FeUx  Gnuidr,  Riigb  L.  While. 
OUo.— niomae  Swing,  Thoisu  llorria. 
LoitMana.—Q.  A.  Weggamta,  Alesaadar  Poitar. 
Jndiana.~Jfa\ltan  Uendrloks,  John  Upton. 
Xmttttppt^-QtetgB  Polndexter,  John  Black. 
iUfnoil;— ESu  K.  Eado,  John  M.  Eobhuon. 
Alabama.— VH'Om  B.  Klag,  Oabriel  Hoore. 
jromtK— Tbomai  H.  Beaton,  Lewli  P.  lino. 
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his  intention  to  offer  anjr  opinion  on  the  merits 
of  the  course  wtiich  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Btate  of  Rhode  Island,  bnt  merely  to  saj,  that 
it  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  matter  of  course  that 
the  Senator  first  elected,  and  whose  credentials 
were  presented  at  the  last  sesdoa  of  the  Senate, 
shoQld  be  permitted  to  i^proaoh  the  ohair  aaa 
take  the  oath ;  and  that  the  other  gentleman, 
who  contests  the  eleetdon  of  Hr.  Bobbinb, 
ahonid  present  his  credentials  either  to  the 
Committee  on  Elections,  or  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  uid  that  the  Senate  should  after- 
wards receive  the  report  of  that  committee, 
and  determine  which  of  the  gentlemen  is  duly 
elected.  But  he  was  not  prepared  at  this  time 
to  anestion  the  election  of  the  gentleman  whose 
wedentials  were  before  the  Senate  at  the  last 
tession,  until  a  committee  of  the  Benate  should 
bare  decided  that  he  was  not  fairly  elected. 
He  was  not  prepared  at  present  to  offer  an 
minion  on  these  points,  bat  hetiioaffht  that  the 
Senator  in  his  seat  sbonld  approach  and  take 
the  oaSii. 

He  then  moved  that  lit,  Sobbihb  do  take  the 
customary  oath. 

'  Mr.  Clat  suggested  the  propriety  of  making 
the  collateral  motion,  that  the  credentials  of 
2Cr.  PoTTBR  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Poihdexxkb,  it  was  then 
ordered  that  the  oredeiUiala  <Kf  Mr.  Pottbb  do 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BoBBora  then  took  the  oath, 

Beath     Senator  Bucbur, 

Mr.  BssTON,  of  Missouri,  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion proposing  the  usual  mourning  in  honor 
of  the  memory  of  Hon.  B.  A.  Bdcensr,  late  a 
Senator  from  Missouri;  which  was  read  and 
•greed  to. 

Death  of  Senator  Joeiai  Stoddard  Johneton. 

Mr.  Cut  then  rose  and  s^d,  that  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolution  reminded  him  of  a  severe 
loss  which  the  public  and  he  himself  had  sns- 
tained  since  the  last  session,  and  concerning 
which  he  did  not  now  deem  himself  qualified  to 
speak.  He  felt  regret  that  the  gentleman  had 
not  been  able  yet  to  take  his  seat,  on  whom  it 
would  more  properly  have  devolved  to  submit 
the  motion  which  he  now  proposed  to  offer. 
He  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  melancholy  death  of  a  member  of  tliis 
bo^,  who  had  been  summoned  awi^  siaoe  they 
last  met  together,  nnder  circumstances  of  the 
most  distressing  nature.  He  was  a  man  who 
possessed  the  rare  quality  of  maldng  a  favorable 
impression  on  all  persons  who  knew  him,  and 
who  never  failed,  on  acqnaintance,  to  conciliate 
the  esteem  both  of  friends  and  of  opponents ; 
for  whenever  he  fought,  he  fought  manfully, 
bnt  always  afterwards  cherished  the  kindest 
feelings  towards  those  who  had  been  his  ad- 
versaries. Dnring  the  last  summer,  perhaps  all 
tiie  members  of  the  Senate  had  had  reason  to 
regret  some  bereavemrats^  and  none  more  than 
hiDuelt  In  the  coarse  of  it,  a  pestilential  disease 
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bud  traversed  his  neighborhood,  and  swept  off 
many  valuable  citizens,  among  whom  he  num- 
bered some  of  his  oldest  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. So  it  had  been  in  other  parts  of  the 
country ;  but,  amidst  all  this  desolation,  there 
bad  occurred  no  instance  of  iDdividnal  loss 
more  affliotmg  to  him,  nor  more  to  be  lamented 
on  the  public  aoooont,  than  that  ot  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana. 

With  feelings  oppressed  with  pain,  he  rose 
to  ask  the  Senate  to  adopt  a  resolution  similar 
to  that  which  had  just  been  agreed  to,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  late  Senator  Johnbton.  No  man 
in  the  country  had  attended  more  ardenUy  and 
more  futhfully  to  his  public  duties,  or  had 
brought  to  their  discharge  a  more  dear,  en- 
lightened, and  determined  judgment.  Ko  man 
ever  more  happily  united  bluidness  and  affa- 
bility with  firmness  and  decision.  None  could 
be  more  true  and  faithful  to  friends,  nor  mora 
oourteoQB  and  respectful  towards  opponents. 
This  expression,  he  hoped,  would  be  permitted 
from  A  heart  wbiob  niad  bled  profhsdy  when 
the  tidings  of  this  afflicting  event  reached  him, 
amidst  the  wrecks  which  the  pestilence  had 
scattered  around  him. 

He  hod  not  expected  to  be  called  on  to  offer 
this  resolution,  but  he  trusted  that  it  would  be 
received,  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  then  submitted  his  resolution,  wUch 
was  unanimously  agreed  to. 


TiTSSDAT,  December  8. 

The  annual  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Uiiited  States,  which  was  read, 
as  follows : 

mioit^ixent  of  the  Senate 

and  Hwae  of  Rvpretmiative*  : 

On  your  aasembling  to  perform  tbe  high  tnuts 
which  the  people  of  t£e  United  States  hare  confided 
to  you,  of  legislating  for  their  common  welfare,  it 
nve>  me  plessure  to  congratulate  you  upon  tbe 
nappy  eonditioa  of  our  betoved  oountry.  By  the 
favor  of  IMvine  Providence,  health  is  ag^a  razored 
to  us :  peace  reigns  within  our  borders :  sbnndanee 
crowns  the  tabors  of  our  fields :  commerce  and  do- 
mestic industry  flourish  and  ioereose :  and  in^vld* 
ual  happiness  rewords  the  private  virtue  and  enter- 
prise of  our  citisens. 

Our  condiUoa  abroad  Is  no  less  honorable  than 
it  is  prosperous  at  home.  Seeking  nothing  that  is 
not  tight,  and  determined  to  submit  to  Dotbme  that 
is  wrong,  but  desiring  honest  friendships  and  Uberal 
intercourse  with  all  naUons,  tbe  United  States  have 
gained  throughout  the  world  the  confidence  and 
respect  which  are  due  to  a  policy  so  just,  and  so 
uongenial  to  the  character  of  the  American  people, 
and  to  tbe  spirit  of  their  Institutions. 

In  bringing  to  your  notice  the  parUcular  state  of 
our  foreign  afiUrs,  it  affords  me  high  Ratification 
to  inform  you  ibat  they  are  in  a  conation  which 
promises  the  eontinuaDee  of  friendslilp  with  aU 
nations. 

With  Great  Britain  the  interesting  question  of  our 
North-eastern  boundary  remains  atul  undecided.  A 
negotiation,  however,  upon  that  Butf^cot,  has  bssa 
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renewed  dnee  the  eloee  of  the  last  Congress,  and  a 
propositioD  has  been  submitted  to  the  Britidi  6ot< 
ernnwot,  irith  the  riev  of  estabtishiog,  in  coaform- 
with  the  reeolatioa  of  the  Senate,  the  line  deaig* 
natcd  bj  the  toeatj  of  1768.  Thoogh  no  definitiTe 
snawer  has  been  recei7ed,  it  maj  be  daily  looked 
for,  and  I  eatertain  a  hope  that  the  overture  may 
ultjinatelj  lead  to  a  satiamctorj  adjustment  of  this 
important  matter. 

1  hare  the  satisbction  to  inform  joxt  that  a  ne- 
gotiation which,  by  desire  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, wae  opened,  some  years  ago,  with  the 
British  Ooreniment,  for  the  erec^Mk  of  oglit^ioiises 
on  the  Bahamas,  has  been  aoccessfal  Tboeeworks, 
when  completed,  toother  with  those  which  the 
United  States  have  constructed  on  the  western  side 
of  the  Gulf  of  Florida,  will  contribute  essentially 
to  the  safety  of  navigation  in  that  sea.  Thia  joint 
puticipation  in  eatwtisbments  interesting  to  bu- 
manlty  aiul  benefldal  to  commerce,  is  worthy  of 
two  enlwhtened  nations,  and  iodioates  feelings  whidi 
cannot  uil  to  have  a  happy  inflnence  npon  uieir  po- 
litical relations.  It  is  gratifying  to  the  friends  of 
both  to  perceive  that  the  intercourse  between  the 
two  people  is  becoming  daily  more  extennve,  and 
that  sentiments  of  mutoal  good  will  have  grown  up, 
befitting  their  common  oripn,  Justifying  the  hope 
that,  by  wise  counsels  on  each  nde,  not  only  unset- 
tled qoMtions  nay  be  ntief&otorily  terminated,  but 
new  causes  of  misunderstanding  prevented. 

Notwithstanding  that  I  continue  to  receive  the 
most  uoicable  assurances  from  the  Qovemment  of 
France,  and  that  to  all  other  respects  the  most 
fiiendly  relations  exist  between  the  United  States 
and  that  Oovemment,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
itipulations  of  tin  convention  concluded  on  the  4th 
(tf  July,  1B81,  renudn,  In  some  important  parts,  un- 
iblfilled. 

By  the  second  artick  of  that  convention,  it  was 
stipulated  that  the  ram  payable  to  the  United  States 
should  be  paid  at  Paris,  in  six  annual  instalments, 
into  the  hands  of  such  person  or  persons  as  should 
be  aaUiorised  by  the  Oovemment  of  the  United 
Sutes  to  receive  it ;  and  by  tlie  same  article  the 
first  iostalment  was  payable  on  the  second  day  of 
February,  1888.  By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1 8th 
July,  1882,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  SecreUry 
of  the  Treasury  to  cause  the  several  instalments, 
with  the  interest  thereon,  to  be  received  from  the 
French  Government,  and  transferred  to  the  United 
States,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  deem  best ;  and 
by  the  same  act  of  Congress,  Uie  stipulations  on 
the  part  of  the  United  StatM,  In  the  convention, 
were,  in  all  respects,  fulfilled.  Not  doubting  that 
a  treaty  thus  made  and  ratified  by  the  two  Oovem- 
ments,  and  faithAilly  executed  by  the  United  States, 
would  be  promptly  comf^ed  with  by  the  other 
party,  and  detiriitg  to  avoid  the  risk  and  expense 
of  intermediate  agencies,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary  deemed  it  advisable  to  receive  and  trans- 
fer the  first  instalment  by  means  of  a  draft  npon 
dm  French  minister  of  Finance.  A  draft  for  thin 
porpose  was  accordingly  drawn  in  favor  of  the 
casliier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
amoinit  accruing  to  the  United  States  out  of  the 
first  instalment,  and  the  interest  payable  with  it. 
This  bill  was  not  drawn  at  Washington  nntil  fire 
days  after  the  Instalment  was  payable  at  Paris,  and 
was  accompanied  by  a  special  authority  from  the 
President,  antborixing  the  caidiier,  or  his  assigns, 
to  reeeivo  tlie  amoant.  The  mode  diw  adopted  of 
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receiving  the  instalment,  was  officially  made  known 
to  the  French  Government  by  the  American  ebaigi 
d'afihires  at  Paris,  pursuant  to  Instructions  from  the 
Department  of  State.  The  bill,  however,  though 
not  preeented  for  payment  until  the  28d  day  of 
Maroi,  was  not  pidd,  and  for  the  reason  assigned 
by  the  French  minister  of  Finance,  that  no  appro- 
priation had  been  made  by  the  French  Chambers. 
It  is  not  known  to  me  that,  up  to  that  period,  any 
appropriation  bad  been  required  of  the  Chambers ; 
and  although  a  communication  was  aubsequentiy 
made  to  tM  Chambers  by  direction  of  the  King, 
reeommeikding  that  the  neceasary  provision  riioim 
be  made  for  carrying  the  convvntion  into  elTeet,  It 
was  at  an  advanced  period  of  Uu  sesdon,  and  tke 
subject  was  findly  postponed  until  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Chambers, 

Notwithstanding  it  has  been  aapposed  by  the 
French  ministry  that  the  finandal  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  cannot  be  carried  Into  eflTeet  without  n 
appropriation  by  the  Ctiambers,  it  appeu«  to  me  to 
be  not  only  consistent  with  the  character  of  France, 
but  due  to  the  character  of  both  Governments,  as 
well  as  to  the  rights  of  oor  citizens,  to  treat  the 
convention,  made  and  ratified  in  proper  form,  as 
pledging  the  good  faith  of  the  French  Government 
for  its  execution,  and  as  imposing  upon  each  de- 
partment an  obligation  to  fiil&l  it ;  and  I  have  re- 
ceived assurances  through  our  charge  d'afTairee  at 
Paris,  and  the  French  minister  plenlpotentia^  at 
Washington,  and  more  recently  through  the  minis- 
ter of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  that  the  delay  has 
not  proceeded  from  any  indispoeilion  on  the  part 
of  the  King  and  his  ministers  to  fulfil  the  treaty, 
and  that  measures  will  be  {veseoted  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Chambers,  and  witii  a  reasonalde 
hope  of  success,  to  obtain  the  necessary  ap[no* 
priation. 

It  is  neoeesary  to  state,  however,  that  the  doon* 
ments,  except  certain  lists  of  vessels  captured,  con- 
demned, or  burnt  at  sea,  proper  to  facilitate  the 
examination  and  liquidation  of  the  reclamations 
comprised  in  the  stipulations  of  the  convention, 
and  wbicfa,  by  the  sixth  article,  iVance  engaged  to 
communicate  to  the  United  Elates  by  the  inter- 
ibediary  of  the  legation,  (though  repeatedly  ap- 
[died  for  by  the  American  chargi  d'affaires  under 
instructions  from  this  Government,)  have  sot  yet 
been  communicated ;  and  this  delay,  it  is  appre-  . 
hended,  will  necessarily  prevent  the  completion  of 
the  duties  asrigned  to  the  commiBsioners  within  the 
time  at  present  prescribed  by  law. 

The  reasons  for  delaying  to  communicate  these 
documents  have  not  been  explicitly  stated,  and  this 
is  the  more  to  be  regretted  bs  it  is  not  understood 
that  the  Interposition  of  the  Chambers  is  in  any 
manner  required  for  the  delivery  of  those  papers. 

Under  Uese  circumstances,  in  a  case  ao  impor- 
tant to  tfae  interests  of  our  dtisens  and  to  the  diuv 
aeter  of  oar  country,  and  under  disappointments  so 
unexpected,  I  deemed  it  my  duty,  however  I  nii^t 
respect  the  general  assurances  to  which  I  have 
adverted,  no  longer  to  delay  the  appointment  of  a 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  Paris,  but  to  despatch 
him  in  season  to  communicate  the  result  of  his  u>> 
I^ication  to  the  French  Government  at  an  early 
period  of  your  sesdon.  I  accordingly  appointed  a 
distinguidied  dtixen  for  this  purpose,  who  proceeded 
OR  his  misdon  In  Aogost  lort.  and  was  presented  to 
the  King  eariy  In  uie  month  of  October.  He  it 
particularly  instmoted  as  to  all  matten  eonaeoted 
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with  the  present  postnre  of  ail&irs,  and  I  indulge 
the  hope  that,  with  the  repretratatiiMu  he  ia  in- 
■traeted  to  make,  and  from  the  dispositloa  mani- 
fiBsted  bj  tiie  King  and  his  miDisters  in  their  recent 
aosuraneea  to  our  minister  at  Paris,  the  subject  will 
be  early  considered  and  satisfactorilj  disposed  of  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Chambers. 

As  Uiia  subject  inrolTCS  important  Interests,  and 
bM  attracted  a  oonsiderahle  alura  of  tiM  pobUe  at- 
t«ntioD,  I  hare  deemed  it  proper  to  make  thla  ax- 
pUcit  statement  of  its  actual  conation ;  and  should 
I  be  disappmnted  in  the  hope  now  entertained,  the 
subject  will  be  again  brought  to  the  notice  of 
"      m  in  Booli  a  manner  aa  the  oceaaion  najr 

friendly  relations  iriileh  have  alwajn  been 
munluned  between  the  United  States  and  Rnaria 
have  been  farther  extended  and  strengthened  hj 
the  treatT  of  narigation  and  commerce  conclsded 
<n  the  6th  of  December  last,  and  sanctioned  bj  the 
Senate  before  the  close  of  its  last  sesdon.  The 
ratifications  having  been  since  exchanged,  the 
Ubend  provisions  <it  the  treaty  are  now  in  lull 
lince ;  and,  nnder  the  encooragement  wbkh  they 
have  secured,  a  flourishing  and  iuenaring  com* 
neree,  yielding  Its  benefits  to  the  rateipriea  of  botli 
nations,  affords  to  each  the  just  recompense  of  wine 
meanires,  and  adds  new  motives  for  that  mutual 
friendship  which  the  two  countries  have  hitherto 
cherished  towards  each  other. 

It  affords  me  peculiar  satisfaction  to  state  that 
the  Qoveniment  of  ^»in  has  at  length  yidded  to 
tiie  justice  of  tiie  claims  which  bare  bc«n  so  long 
urged  in  behalf  of  our  citizens,  and  has  expressed 
a  willingness  to  provide  an  indemnification  as  soon 
as  the  proper  amount  can  be  agreed  upon.  Upon 
this  latter  point,  it  is  probable  that  an  understand- 
'  Ing  had  taken  {dace  between  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Spanish  Government  before 
the  decease  of  the  late  King  of  Spain ;  and,  unless 
that  erent  may  have  delayed  its  completion,  there 
is  reason  to  hope  that  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  an- 
nouoce  to  you,  eariy  tn  your  present  sesrion,  the 
concludon  of  a  convention  upon  terms  not  less  Ik- 
Torable  than  those  entered  into  for  similar  olfjeots 
with  otiier  nations.  That  act  of  Joatiee  wonld  wdl 
aeeivd  with  the  character  of  ^tala,  and  is  due  to 
the  United  States  from  their  ancient  fiiend.  It 
eonld  not  fail  to  strengthen  the  sentiments  of  amity 
and  good-wiU  between  the  two  nations,  which  it  is 
BO  much  the-  wish  of  the  United  States  to  cherish, 
and  eo  truly  the  interest  of  both  to  maintain. 

Bv  the  first  section  of  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
on  tiie  ISth  July,  18S2,  the  tonnage  duty  on  Span- 
ish ships  arriving  from  the  ports  of  Spain  was 
limited  to  the  duty  payable  on  American  vessels  in 
the  ports  of  Spain,  previous  to  the  20th  October, 
1817,  being  five  cents  per  ton.  That  act  was  in- 
tended to  give  effect,  on  our  nde,  to  an  arrange- 
ment made  with  the  Spanish  Government,  by  wwih 
discriminating  duties  of  tonnage  were  to  be  abol- 
ished in  the  .ports  of  the  United  States  and  ^»in 
on  the  vessett  of  the  two  nations.  Pursuant  to 
that  arrangement,  which  was  carried  into  effect,  on 
the  part  of  Spain,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1832,  by  a 
royai  order  dated  the  29th  April,  1882,  American 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  Spun  have.paid  five  cents 
per  ton,  which  rate  of  duty  is  also  paid  in  those 
ports  by  Spanish  ships ;  but,  ss  American  vrnda 
pay  no  tonnage  duty  in  the  ports  <^  the  United 
■  Sutea,  the  doty  of  five  cents  payalde  in  ma  porta 
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by  planish  veasels,  nnder  tlie  act  above  mentioned, 
Is  really  a  disciimiiiatiog  doty,  opentioft  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  Spdn.  Though  no  comjulnt  has  yet 
been  made  09  the  part  of  Spain,  we  are  not  the  lass 
bound  by  the  obligations  of  good  faith  to  remove 
the  discrimination  ;  and  I  recommend  that  the  act 
be  amended  accordingly.  As  the  royal  order, 
above  alluded  to,  includes  the  ports  of  the  Balearic 
and  Canary  blands,  as  veil  as  those  of  ^lain,  it 
would  seem  that  the  worisions  ttf  the  act  of  Con- 
gress ahonld  be  eqnalty  extensive,  and  that,  for  the 
repayment  of  siKm  ditties  as  may  have  been  im- 
properiy  received,  an  addition  should  be  made  to 
the  sum  appropriated  at  the  Ust  sessimi  of  Congress 
for  rrfuntUng  diseriminating  duties. 

As  the  airaiuement  referred  to,  however,  did  not 
mnbraoe  the  idands  of  Onba  and  Forto  Rico,  dis- 
criminating duties,  to  the  pr^udioe  of  American 
shipiHng,  continued  to  be  levied  there.  From  the 
extent  of  tiie  commerce  carried  on  between  the 
United  Sutes  and  those  ishuids,  (particniarty  the 
former,)  this  discrimination  causes  eerions  injury  to 
one  of  those  great  national  loteresls  which  It  has 
been  considered  an  essential  part  of  onr  poHey  to 
cherish,  and  has  given  rise  to  complaints  on  the 
part  ot  oar  merchants.  Under  instructions  given 
to  our  roinbter  at  Madrid,  earnest  representations 
have  been  made  by  him  to  the  Spanish  Government 
upon  this  subject,  and  there  is  reason  to  expect, 
finom  tbe  friendly  dispo^tion  which  is  entertained 
towards  this  conntry,  that  a  beneficial  cliaoge  will 
be  iwodnoed.  The  disadrantam,  however,  to  wldeh 
our  sUnrio^  is  snfejeeted  by  we  operation  of  Uiese 
(Uscrlmmating  duties,  requires  that  they  be  met  by 
suitable  countervailing  duties  during  the  present 
session — power  b^ng,  at  the  same  time,  vested  in 
the  President  to  modify  or  discontinue  them  ss  the 
discriminating  duties  on  American  vessels  or  Uieir 
cargoes  may  be  modified  or  ^Useontinued  at  those 
islands.  Intimations  have  been  given  to  the  Bptn- 
ish  Government  that  tbe  United  Statea  may  be 
obliged  to  resort  to  such  measnies  as  are  of  neces- 
sary self-defence,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  it  would  be  unfavorably  received.  The 
pr<qMsed  procee^n^  if  adopted,  would  not  be 

Ciradtted,  however,  in  any  degree  to  indooe  a  re- 
lation in  tbe  tIBorta  m  onr  minister  to  effect  a 
repeal  of  this  irregularity  by  friendly  negotiation, 
and  it  might  serve  to  give  force  to  bis  represen- 
tations by  showing  the  dangers  to  which  that  valo- 
able  trade  ia  exposed  by  the  obstmctions  and  bnr- 
dene  which  a  system  of  discriminating  and  counter- 
vailing duties  necessarily  produces. 

The  selection  and  preparation  of  the  Florida  ai>> 
chives,  for  the  purpose  of  being  delivered  over  to 
tbe  United  States,  in  conformity  irith  the  royal 
order,  as  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  message, 
thoQgh  In  progress,  has  not  yet  been  completed. 
This  delay  has  been  produced  partiy  by  canaes 
which  were  unavoidable,  particularly  the  prevalence 
of  cholera  at  Havana ;  but  measures  Itave  been 
taken  which  it  is  bdieved  wiU  expedite  Uie  ddivwy 
of  those  important  records. 

Congress  were  informed,  at  tbe  opening  of  tbe 
last  session,  that,  "  owing,  as  was  alleged,  to  em- 
bamusmenU  in  the  finances  of  Portugal,  consequent 
upon  the  civil  war  in  which  that  nation  was  en- 
gaged,** payment  bad  been  made  of  only  one  in- 
stalment of  tbe  amount  which  the  Portuguese  Gov- 
ernment had  stipulated  to  pay  fer  indemnifying  our 
oltiieni  tot  property  Ul«gallj  d^tated  in  the  Uoek- 
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adeof  Tercciim.  Sncettut  time,  s  postponement  for 
two  years,  with  interest,  of  the  two  remaining  in- 
stalments, was  requested  bj  the  Porbiguese  Oot- 
ernment;  and,  as  a  eonrideration^  it  offered  to 
sUpolate  that  rice  of  the  United  States  should  be 
adinitted  into  Portugal  at  the  same  dutiei  as  Bra- 
zilian rice.  Being  eatisGed  that  no  letter  arraage- 
nwot  could  be  made,  my  consent  was  girea ;  and  a 
royal  order  of  tbe  King  of  Portugal  was  accordingly 
isKoed  on  the  4th  of  February  last  for  the  Eeduction 
of  the  duty  on  rice  of  the  United  States.  It  would 
pre  me  great  pleasure  if,  in  speaking  of  that  coun- 
try, in  wnnse  pro^ritjr  the  United  States  are  so 
much  interested,  and  with  whom  a  long  subdsting, 
extensiTe,  and  mutually  adrantageous  commercial 
intercourse  has  strengthened  tbe  retaUoos  of  friend- 
ship, I  could  announce  to  jou  the  restoration  of  its 
internal  tranquillity. 

SabeequenUy  to  the  vomnenoemeDt  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  the  final  instalment  payable  by 
Denmark,  under  the  convention  of  tbe  28Ui  day  of 
Varch,  1680,  was  received.  The  commianonera  for 
examining  Uie  claims  have  since  tsrminated  their 
labors,  and  their  awards  have  been  paid  at  tbe 
Tre«fliiT7  as  they  have  been  called  for.  Tbe  jnstice 
rendered  to  oar  citizens  by  that  Government  is  thus 
completed,  and  a  pledge  is  thereby  afforded  for  tbe 
maintenance  of  that  friendly  intercourse  becoming 
the  relations  that  the  two  nations  mutually  bear  to 
each  other. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  infonn  yoo  that  tbe  Danish 
Government  have  recently  issued  an  ordinance  by 
which  the  conuneroe  with  the  island  of  St.  Croix  U 
d  on  a  mors  liberal  footing  than  heretofore, 
change  cannot  fail  to  pro^e  hetiefioial  to  the 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  that  colony  ; 
and  the  advantages  likelv  to  flow  from  It  may  lead 
to  greater  relaxations  in  the  colonial  systems  of  other 
nations. 

The  ratifications  of  the  convention  with  the 
Xing  of  tbe  Two  ^liea  have  been  duly  exchanged, 
and  the  commjadoners  appointed  fhr  examining  the 
claims  under  it  have  entered  upon  the  duties  as- 
signed to  them  by  law.  The  IHendslup  that  the 
interests  of  the  two  nations  require  of  them  being 
now  established,  it  may  be  hoped  that  each  will 
etyoy  the  benefits  which  a  liberal  conuneroe  should 
jield  to  both. 

A  toeaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  tbe 
UiUted  States  and  Belgium  was  concluded  during 
the  last  winter,  and  received  tbe  sanction  of  the 
Senate ;  but  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  has 
been  hitherto  delayed,  In  consequence,  in  tbe  first 
instance,  of  some  deUy  in  the  reception  of  the 
treaty  at  Brussels,  and,  subsequently,  of  the  absence 
of  the  Belgian  minister  of  Foreign  ASkirs,  at  tbe 
important  couferencei  in  which  bis  Government  Is 
engaged  at  London.  That  treaty  does  but  embody 
those  enlarged  principles  of  friendly  policy  which, 
it  is  sincerely  hoped,  will  always  regulate  the  con- 
duct of  the  two  nations,  having  such  strong  motives 
to  maintain  amicable  relations  toward  each  other, 
and  so  nncerely  desirous  to  cherish  them. 

With  all  the  other  European  powora  with  whom 
the  Uidted  States  have  formed  difdomatio  relations, 
and  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  the  best  understanding 
prevails.  From  all,  I  continue  to  receive  assurances 
of  good  will  towards  the  United  States — assurances 
which  it  gives  me  no  less  pleasure  to  reciprocate 
than  to  receive.  With  all,  the  engagsments  which 
have  been  entered  into  are  folfillea  with  good  iUth 
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on  both  sides.  Hessures  have  also  been  taken  to 
enlarge  our  friendly  relations  and  extend  our  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  other  States.  The  system 
we  have  pursued  of  nimit^  at  no  exohidve  advaa- 
tagea,  of  dealing  with  all  on  terms  of  fidr  and  oqual 
reciprocity,  and  of  adhering  scrupulously  to  wH  our 
engagements,  Is  well  calculated  to  give  success  to 
efforts  intended  to  be  mutually  beneficiaL 

The  wars  of  which  the  souUiem  part  of  this  con- 
tinent was  so  long  the  theatre,  and  which  were  car- 
ried on  «tlier  by  die  mother  coonbry  against  the 
States  which  had'ftinneriy  been  her  colonies,  or  by 
the  States  against  ea<di  other,  having  terminated, 
and  their  civil  dissendons  ha^g  so  for  enb^ded, 
aa,  with  few  excepHons,  no  longer  to  disturb  tbe 
public  tranquillity,  it  Is  earnestly  hoped  those  States 
will  be  able  to  employ  themselves  without  interrup- 
tion in  perfecting  their  institutions,  cuttlvaUng  the 
arts  of  peace,  and  promoting,  by  wise  counsels  and 
able  exertions,  the  public  and  private  prosperity 
which  th«r  patriotb  stmgglu  M  well  entitle  them 
to  enjoy. 

With  those  States  our  relations  have  undergone 
but  Little  change  during  the  present  year.  So  re- 
union having  yet  taken  place  between  the  States 
which  composed  the  BepubUo  of  Colombia,  our 
chargi  d'af^ires  at  Bogota  has  been  accredited  to 
the  Government  of  New  Granada,  and  we  have, 
therefore,  no  diplomatic  relations  with  Venezuela 
and  Equador,  except  as  they  may  be  included  in 
those  heretofore  formed  with  the  Colombian  Re- 
public. It  is  understood  that  representatives  from 
the  three  States  were  about  to  assemble  at  Bogota, 
to  confer  on  the  sntijeot  of  their  mutual  interests, 
particularly  that  of  their  union ;  ana  If  the  result 
should  render  it  necessary,  measures  will  be  taken 
on  our  part  to  preserve  with  each  that  friendship 
and  those  liberal  commercial  connections  which  it 
has  been  the  constant  desire  of  the  United  States 
to  cultivate  with  Uieir  sister  repablics  of  this  hemi- 
si^iere.  Until  tlu  important  qoesUon  of  rennion 
shall  b«  settled,  however,  the  diflhrent  matten 
which  have  been  under  dlscusdon  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  or 
either  of  tbe  States  which  composed  it,  are  not 
likely  to  be  brought  to  a  satisiiutory  issue. 

In  consequence  of  the  illness  of  tbe  charge 
d'aflUres  a^M^ted  to  Central  Aneiioa  at  the  last 
sos^n  of  Congress,  he  was  prevented  from  pro- 
ceeding on  his  mission  uoUl  the  month  of  October. 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  he  Is  by  this  Ume  at  hia 
post,  and  that  tbe  official  intercourse,  unfortunately 
80  long  interrupted,  baa  been  thus  renewed  on  the 
part  of  the  two  nations,  so  amicably  and  advan- 
tageoudy  connected  by  eugagements  founded  on 
the  most  enlarged  prlncifdes  of  commercial  reci- 
procity. 

It  is  gratUybig  to  state  that,  ^nce  my  last  annual 
message,  some  of  the  most  important  claims  of  our 
fellow'citiiens  upon  the  Oovemmeot  of  Brazil  have 
been  satisfactorily  adjusted,  and  a  reliance  is  placed 
on  the  friendly  dispoutlons  matufested  by  it  that 
justice  will  also  be  done  in  others.  So  new  causes 
of  complaint  have  arisen ;  and  the  trade  between 
the  two  countries  flourishes  under  the  encouragfri 
ment  secured  to  it  by  the  liberal  {Hovisions  of  the 
treatv.  _ 

It  la  cause  of  regret,  that,  owing  probably  to  the 
civil  dissenwona  which  have  occupied  the  attenUon 
of  the  Uexican  Government,  the  time  fixed  by  the 
1  treaty  of  Ihmts  with  the  United  States  for  the 


Meuage  if  the  Freiidnt^  Oe  United  Statu. 


Digitized  by 


198 


ABRIDGMENT  OV  THE 


Sematk.^ 

meeting  of  the  commisaionera  to  define  the  boun- 
daries between  the  two  nations,  hfts  been  suffered 
to  exiHre  without  the  appointment  of  any  commis- 
rionera  on  the  part  of  that  Qoremnient.  While 
the  true  bonndan  remains  in  donbtby  either  part^, 
it  is  difficult  to  give  effect  to  those  measures  which 
are  necessary  to  the  protection  and  quiet  of  our 
nnmerouB  citizens  residing  nrar  that  frontier.  The 
subject  is  one  of  great  solicitude  to  the  United 
States,  and  will  not  fail  to  receive  m;  earnest  atten- 

UOD. 

The  treaty  concluded  with  Chili,  and  approved 
bj  the  Senate  at  its  last  session,  was  also  ratified  by 
the  Chilian  OoTemment,  but  with  certain  additional 
and  explanatory  articles  of  a  nature  to  have  re- 
quired it  to  be  again  submitted  to  the  Senate.  The 
time  limited  for  the  exchange  of  the  ratificaUona, 
however,  having  since  expired,  the  action  of  both 
Governments  on  the  treaty  will  aguo  become  ne- 
cessary. 

The  negotiations  commenced  with  the  A.rgentine 
Republic,  relative  to  the  outrages  committed  on  our 
vessels  engaged  in  the  fisheries  at  the  Falkland 
Islands,  by  persons  acting  under  the  color  of  its  au- 
thority, as  well  as  the  otoer  matters  In  controversy 
between  the  two  Governments,  have  been  suspended 

Stbe  departure  of  the  chargi  d'aflUres  of  the 
lited  States  fh>m  Buenoa  Ayree.  It  ia  undentood, 
however,  that  a  minister  was  sulMequently  appointed 
by  that  Govemmeat  to  renew  the  negotiation  In 
the  United  States,  but,  though  daily  expected,  he 
liBS  not  yet  arrived  in  this  country. 

With  Peru  no  treaty  has  yet  been  formed,  and 
with  BoIivU  ne  ^plomatie  intercoone  haa  yet  been 
estaldlshed.  It  wiH  be  my  endeavor  to  encourage 
those  sentiments  of  amity  and  that  Uberal  com- 
merce which  belong  to  the  relations  in  which  all  the 
independent  States  of  this  continent  stand  towards 
each  other. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  recommend  to  your  notice 
the  xevirioQ  cit  oar  consular  system.  This  has  be- 
eome  an  important  biouch  of  the  public  service,  In- 
asmnch  as  it  is  intimately  connected  with  the  pres- 
ervation of  our  national  character  abroad,  with  the 
interest  of  our  citisens  in  foreign  countries,  with 
the  regulations  and  care  of  our  commerce,  and  with 
the  protection  of  our  seamen.  At  the  close  of  the 
lost  session  of  Congress  I  communicated  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  upon  the  subject,  to 
which  I  now  refer,  as  contcdning  infoimatlon  wldch 
may  be  nsefbl  in  any  inquiries  that  Congress  may 
•ee  fit  to  institute  with  a  view  to  a  salutary  reform 
of  the  system. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  congratulate  yon 
upon  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  as  will  appear  from  the  report  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will.  In  dne  time,  lay  be- 
fore yoiL  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during 
the  present  year  will  amount  to  more  than  thirty- 
two  millions  of  dollars.  The  revenoe  derived  from 
enatoms  will,  it  is  believed,  be  more  than  twenty- 
eight  millions,  and  the  public  lands  will  yield  about 
three  millions.  The  expenditures  within  the  year, 
for  all  objects,  Including  two  millioa  five  hundred 
and  seventy-two  thousand  two  bondred  and  forty 
dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents  on  account  of  the 
pubUo  debt,  will  not  amount  to  twenty-five  millions, 
and  a  large  Adance  will  remain  In  tiie  Treasury 
after  satisfying  all  the  appropriations  chargeable  on 
ibe  revenue  for  the  present  year. 

Tbe  measures  takea  by  the  Secretu/  of  tbe 


Treasury  will  probably  enable  bim  to  pay  off,  la 
the  course  of  tbe  present  year,  the  residue  of  the 
exchanged  four  and  a  half  per  cenL  stock,  redeem- 
able on  tbe  first  day  of  January  next ;  It  l»a,  there- 
fore, been  indnded  in  the  estimated  expenditures 
of  this  year,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  sum  above 
stated  to  have  been  paid  on  account  of  tbe  pubUe 
debt:  the  payment  of  this  stock  will  reduce  tbe 
whole  debt  of  the  United  States,  fondcd  and  un- 
funded, to  tbe  sum  of  $4,760,082  08 ;  and,  as  pro- 
vimon  has  already  been  made  tw  tbe  four  and  a 
half  per  cent,  above  mentioned,  and  chaif^  in  tbe 
expenses  of  tbe  present  year,  the  sum  Jaat  stated 
is  all  that  now  remains  of  the  national  debt ;  and 
tbe  revenue  of  the  coming  year,  together  with  the 
balance  now  in  the  Treasury,  will  be  sufficient  to 
discharge  it,  after  meeting  the  current  expenses  of 
the  Government  Under  the  powev  given  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  will,  I  have 
no  doubt,  be  purchased  on  favorable  terma  within 
the  year. 

From  this  view  of  tbe  state  of  the  finances,  and 
the  public  engaeements  yet  to  be  fblfllled,  you  wilt 
perceive  that,  if  Providence  permits  me  to  meet 
you  at  another  sesdon,  I  shall  have  the  high  grati- 
fication of  announcing  to  you  that  the  national 
debt  is  extingniBhed.  I  cannot  r^raln  from  ex- 
pressing tbe  pleasure  I  foel  at  tbe  near  apjuwach 
of  that  desirable  event.  The  short  period  of  time 
within  which  the  public  debt  will  have  been  dis- 
charged, is  strong  evidence  of  the  abundant  re- 
sources of  tbe  country,  and  of  the  prudence  and 
economy  wltii  which  the  Government  has  heretofore 
been  administered.  We  have  waged  two  wars  nnce 
we  became  a  nation,  with  one  of  tbe  moat  powerfol 
kingdoms  in  the  worid ;  both  of  tbem  undertaken 
in  defence  of  our  dearest  rights — both  euccessfiilly 
prosecuted  and  honorably  terminated ;  and  many 
of  those  who  partook  in  the  first  struggle,  as  well 
as  tiie  second,  will  have  lived  to  see  toe  last  item 
of  the  debt  Incurred  in  these  necessary  but  expen- 
sive confllctfi,  &ithfUly  and  honestiy  discharged ; 
and  we  shall  have  the  proud  satisncUoo  of  be- 
queathing to  the  public  servants  who  follow  us  in 
the  administration  of  the  Government,  tbe  rare 
blesaing  of  a  revenue  sufficiently  abundant,  raised 
without  injustice  or  oppression  to  our  citizens,  and 
unencumbered  with  any  burdens  but  what  tbey 
themselves  shall  think  proper  to  impose  upon  It. 

The  flourishing  sUte  of  the  finances  ought  not, 
however,  to  encourage  us  to  indulge  in  a  lavish  ex- 
penditure of  the  pubUc  treasure.  The  receipts  of 
the  present  year  do  not  furnish  the  test  by  which 
we  are  to  estimate  the  income  of  the  next.  The 
changes  made  in  our  revenue  system  by  the  acts  of 
Concress  of  1882  and  188S,  and  more  especially  by 
the  fonner,  have  swelled  the  receipts  of  the  fwesent 
year  for  beyond  the  amonot  to  be  expected  in 
future  years  upon  tbe  reduced  tariff  of  dnues.  The 
shortened  credits  on  revenue  bonds,  and  the  cash 
duties  on  woollens,  which  were  introduced  by  the 
act  of  18SS,  and  took  effect  on  the  4th  of  March 
lost,  have  brought  large  sums  into  the  Treasury  in 
188S,  which,  aecording  to  tbe  credits  formerly 
given,  would  not  have  been  payable  until  1834, 
and  would  have  formed  a  part  of  tbe  income  of 
that  year.  These  causes  would  of  themselves  pro* 
ducc  a  great  diminution  of  the  receipts  in  the  year 
1884,  as  compared  with  the  present  one,  and  tbey 
will  be  still  more  diminished  by  tiie  reduced  rates 
of  duties  wUeh  take  idaoe  on  the  lit  of  ivauxj 
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next  on  Mine  of  tbe  moBt  important  and  productive 
nrUclea.  Upon  the  beet  eetinwtes  tbet  can  be 
made,  the  receipts  of  the  next  year,  with  the  aid 
of  the  unappropriated  amount  now  in  the  Treasury, 
vill  not  be  much  more  than  sajficient  to  meet  the 
expeuaea  of  the  year,  and  pay  the  small  remnant 
of  the  national  debt  which  yet  remains  anaatiriied. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  recommend  to  you  any  alter- 
ation in  tbe  i»eeetit  tariff  of  duliefl.  The  rate  at 
DowflxedbylawoDtbeTarioasulkleiwu  adopt- 
ed at  the  last  ses^n  of  Congress  as  a  matter  of 
compromise  with  unusual  unanimity  ;  and  nnleas  it 
is  found  to  produce  more  than  the  necesridea  of  the 
Government  call  for,  there  would  seem  to  be  no 
reason,  at  this  time,  to  jvatify  a  change. 

But,  whila  I  forbear  to  tecoDunend  any  further 
rednetioQ  of  tbe  dntlee  beyond  Hm  already  pro- 
vided for  by  tbe  existing  laws,  I  must  earnestly  and 
respectfully  press  upon  CoogreBs  the  importance  of 
abataiidng  from  ail  appropriations  which  are  not 
absolutely  required  for  tbe  public  interests,  and  au- 
thorized by  the  powers  cleariy  delegated  to  tbe 
United  States.  We  are  be^nnbg  a  new  era  In  our 
OtfvemiDeiit.  Hie  nationuf  debt,  whiob  baa  so  long 
been  a  burden  on  the  Treuury,  will  l>e  floally  diit- 
ehai^ed  in  tbe  course  of  the  ensuing  year.  No 
more  money  will  afterwards  be  needed  than  wbat 
may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  Govetnment.  Now,  then,  is  the  proper  mo- 
ment to  Ax  our  system  of  expenditure  on  finn  and 
darabla  principles ;  and  1  cannot  too  strongly  urse 
the  necessity  of  a  rigid  economy,  and  an  inOoxiUe 
determination  not  to  enlarge  Uie  Ineeme  beyond 
the  real  necessities  of  tbe  GoTemment,  and  not  to 
increase  tbe  wants  of  the  Goremment  by  unneces* 
sary  and  profuse  expenditures.  If  a  contrary 
oourse  should  be  pursued,  it  may  happen  that  the 
levenoe  of  18M  will  ftU  short  of  the  demands  upon 
It ;  and  after  reducing  the  tariff  in  order  to  lighten 
the  burdens  of  tbe  people,  and  proriding  for  a  stiD 
fkuther  reduction  to  uke  effect  hereafter,  it  would 
be  much  to  be  deplored,  If,  at  the  end  of  another 
year,  we  should  find  onrselres  obliged  to  retrace 
our  steps,  and  impose  addidonal  taxes  to  meet  un- 
necewry  expenditures. 

It  is  my  dnty,  on  this  oeeadon,  to  eall  your  at- 
tention to  the  dwtmetion  of  the  pnbBc  building  oc- 
cofded  by  tbe  Treasury  Department,  which  hap- 
pened dnoe  the  last  ai^ournment  of  Congress.  A 
thorough  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  this  loss  was 
directed  and  made  at  the  time,  the  result  of  which 
will  be  duly  etunmunleated  to  you.  I  take  pleasure, 
howow,  in  staling  here,  that,  by  the  laudable  ex- 
ottioDS  of  the  officers  of  the  Departawnt,  and  many 
of  the  citizens  of  dte  District,  but  few  papeti  were 
lost,  and  none  that  will  materially  affect  Uo  public 
interest. 

The  public  convenience  requires  that  another 
bidhUng  should  be  erected  as  soon  as  practicable, 
and,  in  providing  for  it,  it  will  be  advisable  to  en* 
large,  la  some  manner,  the  accommodations  for  the 
public  officers  of  the  several  Departments^  and  to 
authorize  the  ereetlon  of  suitable  depositories  for 
the  safe  keeping  of  the  pabUe  documents  tad 
records. 

Knee  the  last  ai^oummcnt  of  Congress,  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  has  directed  the  money  of 
the  United  Sutea  to  be  deported  in  certain  State 
banks  derigoatsd  by  bim;  and  be  will  immediately 
lay  before  yon  Us  reasons  for  this  dirootion.  I 
eonoor  with  him  entit^  in  tlw  view  lia  hM  t^nn 


of  the  subject,  and  some  months  before  the  removal 
I  urged  upon  the  Department  the  propriety  of 
taking  Uiat  step.  The  near  approach  of  the  day 
on  which  the  cliarter  will  expire,  as  well  as  tbe  con* 
duct  of  the  bank,  appeared  to  me  to  call  for  this 
measure,  upon  the  high  consideratlooa  of  public  in- 
terest and  public  duty.  The  extent  of  its  miscon- 
duct, however,  although  known  to  be  great,  was 
not  at  that  time  folly  developed  by  proof.  It  was 
not  until  hto  in  the  month  of  August  that  I  re- 
ceived from  tbe  Government  directora  an  offldal 
report,  establifdiing  beyond  question  that  this  great 
and  powerfol  institution  had  been  actively  engaged 
in  attempting  to  influence  the  elections  of  tbe  punlie 
officen  by  means  of  its  money,  and  that,  in  vit^ 
tion  of  tiie  express  provisions  of  Its  charter,  it  had, 
by  a  formal  resolution,  placed  its  funds  at  tbe  dis- 
position of  its  president,  to  be  employed  in  sustain- 
ing the  politicid  power  of  the  bank.  A  copy  of  this 
resolution  is  cont^ed  in  the  report  of  the  Govern- 
ment directors,  before  referred  to ;  and,  however 
tbe  objects  may  l>e  disguised  by  cautious  hut- 
gnage,  no  one  can  doubt  that  this  money  was,  In 
troth,  intended  for  electioneering  purposes,  and  tlw 
particular  uses  to  which  it  Is  proved  to  have  been 
applied,  abundantly  show  that  it  was  so  understood. 
Not  only  was  the  evidence  complete  as  to  tbe  past 
application  of  the  money  and  iwwer  of  the  bank  to 
electioneering  purposes,  but  that  the  resolution  of 
tbe  board  or  directors  autfaoriied  tbe  siinw  oourse 
to  be  pursued  in  future. 

It  being  thus  estaUlsbed,  by  unquestionaUe 
proof,  that  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  was 
converted  into  a  permanent  electioneering  engine, 
it  appeared  to  me  that  the  path  of  duty  wbicb  the 
Executive  department  of  the  Government  ought  to 
pursue  was  not  doubtful.  As,  by  the  terms  of  the 
bank  ctiarter,  no  officer  but  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasnry  could  remove  the  deporits,  it  seemed  to 
me  that  this  authority  ought  to  be  at  once  exerted 
to  deprive  that  great  corporation  of  the  support 
and  countenance  of  Uie  Government  in  such  a  use 
of  its  funds  and  such  an  exertion  of  its  power.  In 
this  point  of  the  case,  the  question  is  distinctiy 
presented,  whether  tbe  people  of  tbe  Uuted  St^es 
are  to  sorem  tbrongb  representatives  chosen  by 
their  unbiased  suAvges,  or  whether  the  money  and 
power  of  a  great  corporation  are  to  be  secretly  ex- 
erted to  influence  their  judgment  and  control  their 
decisions,  It  must  sow  be  determined  whether^^ 
bank  is  to  have  its  candidates  for  all  offices 'uTtEe 
country,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  or  whether 
candidates  on  both  ides  of  political  questions  shall 
be  brought  forward,  as  beretoiiDre,  and  supported 
by  the  usual  means. 

At  this  time  tbe  eHbrts  of  tbe  bank  to  eontr<rt 
public  opunion  through  tiie  distresses  of  some  and 
the  fears  of  others,  are  equally  apparent,  and,  If 
possible,  more  otjectionsble.  By  a  curtailment  of 
its  accommodations  more  r^rfd  than  any  emet^ency 
requires,  and  even  while  it  retains  specie  to  an 
almost  unprecedented  amount  in  its  vaults,  It  Is  at- 
tempting to  produce  great  embarrassment  In  one 
portion  of  the  community,  while,  through  presses 
known  to  have  been  susUioed  by  Its  money,  h 
attempts,  by  unfounded  alarms,  to  create  a  paide 
in  alL 

These  are  the  means  by  which  it  ^ma  to  expeot 
that  It  ean  force  a  restoration  of  the  deposits,  and, 
u  a  necessary  consequence,  extort  from  Congress 
a  lenml  itf  Hs  ehartw.  I  am  ba^pj  to  know 
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ttnt,  through  the  good  Beose  of  our  people,  the 
effort  to  get  up  a  panic  has  hitherto  failed,  and  that, 
through  the  iQcreased  accommodations  which  the 
Stste  banks  hare  been  enabled  to  afford,  do  public 
lUBtress  has  followed  the  exertions  of  the  bank ; 
and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  exerciie  of  its 
power,  and  the  expenditure  of  iti  money,  as  well 
H  its  eflbrta  to  spread  groundleas  alarm,  wiU  be  met 
and  rebuked  as  the;  deserve.  In  my  own  sphere 
of  duty,  I  should  feel  myself  called  on,  by  the  facts 
disclosed,  to  order  a  §dn  fadat  against  the  bank, 
wiUi  a  Tiew  to  put  an  end  to  the  chartered  rights 
U  has  so  palpably  violated,  were  it  not  that  the 
charter  itself  will  ex[dre  as  soon  as  a  decision 
wouM  probably  be  obtained  from  the  court  of  last 
resort 

'  I  called  the  attention  of  Con^ss  to  this  subject 
in  my  Ust  annual  message,  and  informed  them  that 
such  measures  as  were  within  the  reach  of  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  had  been  taken  to  enable 
him  to  judge  whether  the  pnbUa  deposits  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  were  entirely  safe ;  but 
(hat,  as  his  single  powets  might  be  inadequate  to 
the  otyect,  I  recommend  the  sulyect  to  Congress, 
as  worthy  of  their  serious  investigation ;  declaring 
it  as  my  opinion  that  an  inquiry  into  the  transac- 
tions of  that  institution,  embracing  the  branches  as 
well  as  the  principal  bank,  was  called  for  by  the 
oiedit  which  was  given  throughout  the  country  to 
MUky  lOriouB  charges  Impeaching  their  character; 
and  which.  If  true,  might  jnstiy  excite  the  appre- 
hension that  they  were  no  longer  a  safe  depository 
for  the  public  money.  The  extent  to  which  the 
examination,  thus  recommended,  was  gone  into,  is 
^read  upon  your  journals,  and  is  too  well  known 
to  require  to  be  stated.  Such  as  was  made,  resulted 
in  a  report  from  a  miffority  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Keans,  toochmg  cert^  apeoified  pomts 
only,  concluding  with  a  rraolutlon  that  the  Govern- 
ment  deposits  might  sa&ly  be  cendnned  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  This  resolution  was 
adopted  at  the  close  of  the  ses^n,  by  the  vote  of 
a  mjjoritj  of  the  House  of  fiepresentatives. 

AluKMigh  I  may  not  always  be  able  to  concur  in 
the  views  of  the  pubUe  intowst,  or  Uie  duties  of  Ibi 
agents,  which  may  be  taken  by  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  or  either  of  its  branches, 
t  am,  notwithstanding,  wholly  incapable  of  reeelr- 
ing  otherwise  than  with  the  most  sincere  respect, 
all  opinions  or  suggestions  proceeding  from  such 
n  ioime ;  and  In  respect  to  none  am  I  more  in- 
clined to  do  80,  than  to  the  Hoose  of  Bepreaent* 
atirei.  Bot  it  will  be  seen,  from  the  brief  views 
at  this  time  takoi  of  the  solitfeet  by  myself;  .as  well 
as  the  more  ample  ones  presented  by  the  Secretary 
of  tiie  Treasury,  that  the  change  in  the  deposits 
which  has  been  ordered,  has  been  deemed  to  be 
cslled  for  by  conmderations  which  are  not  affected 
by  the  proceedings  referred  to,  and  which,  if  cor- 
rmtty  viewed  by  that  Department,  rendered  its  act 
a  matter  of  imperious  duty. 

Coming  as  you  do,  for  the  moat  part,  Imme- 
diately from  the  people  and  the  States,  by  election, 
and  possesung  the  fullest  opportunity  to  know 
their  sentiments,  the  present  Congress  will  be  sin- 
cerely solicitous  to  carry  into  full  and  fiiir  effect  the 
will  <tf  their  constituents  in  regard  to  this  Institu- 
tion, It  will  h$  for  those  in  whose  behalf  we  all 
act,  to  decide  whether  the  Executive  department 
of  the  Government,  in  the  steps  which  It  has  taken 
on  this  Buttject,  has  been  fotmd  in  the  line  of  Its  duty. 


[DBCxataEB,  1888, 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  <f 
War,  with  the  documents  annexed  to  it,  exhibit  the 
operations  of  the  War  Department  for  the  past 
year,  and  the  condition  of  uie  various  subjects  in- 
trusted to  its  administration. 

It  will  be  seen  from  them  that  the  amy  main- 
tains the  character  It  has  heretofore  acquired  for 
effldency  and  military  knowledge.  Nothing  has 
occurred  rince  your  last  sesuon  to  require  its  ser* 
vices  beyond  the  ordinary  routine  of  duties,  wludt 
upon  the  seaboard  and  the  inland  frontier  devolve 
upon  it  in  a  time  of  peace.  The  system,  so  wisely 
adopted  and  so  long  pursued,  of  constmcting  Cortt- 
ficatioua  at  exposed  points,  and  of  preparing  and 
collecting  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  mOitatj 
defence  of  the  country,  and  thus  providentiy  fiir- 
nishlng  in  peace  thff  means  of  defence  in  war,  has 
been  continued  with  the  usual  results.  I  reoom- 
mend  to  your  consideration  the  various  subjects 
BUggeeted  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
ThMT  adoption  would  promote  the  patdic  aerrioe 
and  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  army. 

Our  relations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes  have 
been  undisturbed  since  the  termination  of  the  diffi- 
culties growing  out  of  the  hostile  aggressions  of 
the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians.  Several  treaties  have 
beeu  formed  for  the  relinquishment  of  territory  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  migration  of  the  oc- 
cupants to  the  region  assigned  for  their  residence 
west  of  the  Uiadsui^  Should  these  treaties  be 
ratified  by  the  Senate,  proTision  will  have  been 
made  for  the  removal  of  almost  all  the  tribes  now 
remaining  east  of  that  river,  and  for  the  termination 
of  many  difficult  and  embarrasting  questions  aris- 
ing out  of  their  anomalous  political  condition.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  those  portions  of  two  of  the 
Southern  tribes,  which,  in  that  event,  will  present 
the  only  remaining  difficoltiea,  will  realise  the  ne- 
oesdty  of  emigration,  and  will  qteedily  resort  to  It. 
Hy  original  con^ctions  upon  this  subject  have  been 
confirmed  by  the  course  of  events  for  sevenl 
years,  and  experience  is  every  day  ad^g  to  their 
stroigtiu  That  those  tribes  cannot  exist,  sur* 
Tonoded  by  our  settlements,  and  in  continnal  conr 
tact  with  our  dtisens.  Is  certain.  They  have  neither 
the  intelligence,  the  industry,  the  moral  habits,  nor 
the  desire  of  improvement,  wliich  are  essential  to 
any  favorable  change  in  their  condition.  Estab- 
lished in  the  midst  of  another  and  a  superior  race, 
and  without  appreciatiog  the  causes  of  Adr  infe- 
riority, or  seeking  to  coutrol  tiiem,  ttiey  must  ne> 
cessarily  yield  to  the  force  of  circnoutauces,  and 
ere  long  ^sappear.  Such  has  been  their  fate  here- 
tofore, and  if  it  is  to  be  averted,  and  it  is,  it  can 
only  be  done  by  a  general  removal  beyond  our 
boundary,  and  by  a  reorgaidzation  of  their  political 
system  upon  princiides  adapted  to  the  new  relations 
in  which  they  will  be  placed.  The  experiment 
which  has  been  recentiy  made  has  so  far  proved 
successful  The  emigrants  generally  are  repre- 
sented to  be  prosperous  and  contented,  the  coun- 
try suitable  to  their  wants  and  habits,  and  the 
essential  articles  of  subristence  easily  procured. 
When  the  report  of  the  commissioDers  now  engaged 
in  investigating  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
these  Indians,  and  in  devi^g  a  plan  for  their  In* 
tercourse  and  government,  is  received,  I  trust 
ample  means  of  infomtation  wiU  be  In  possesrion 
of  the  Government  for  equating  all  the  unsettled 
questions  connected  with  tiiis  interesting  subjecL 

The  operations  of  the  navy  dating  the  year,  and 
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iU  prewnt  eonditioti,  are  foHy  exhibited  in  the  «&• 
noM  report  from  the  Nary  Department. 

Soggeationa  are  made  by  the  Secretary  of  Tarions 
ImprOTemeata,  which  deserve  careful  consideratioii, 
sad  moat  of  which,  if  adopted,  bid  fair  to  promote 
the  efficiency  of  thia  important  branch  of  the  pnb- 
Uc  Mrvlee.  Among  tbeae  are  the  new  orgaidiation 
of  the  Kary  Board,  the  revision  of  the  pay  to 
officers,  and  a  change  in  the  period  of  time,  or  in 
the  manner  of  making  the  annual  appropriatiooB, 
to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  partteukr  atten- 
tion. 

The  Tiews  vUdh  are  pveented  on  ahnost  erery 
portioQ  of  Our  nani  ceneema,  and  espeoally  on 
the  amount  of  fbroeaud  the  nomberttf  <mcers,and 
the  general  course  of  policy  appropriate  in  the 
present  state  of  our  country,  for  securing  the  great 
and  useful  purposes  of  naral  protection  in  peace, 
and  due  preparation  for  the  contingendea  of  war, 
meet  with  my  entire  approbation. 

It  will  be  perceiTed,  &om  the  report  referred  to, 
that  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  establisbment  are  in 
an  excellent  condition ;  and  It  is  hoped  that  Con- 
greas  may  fe«l  disposed  to  make  promptly  eTory 
stutable  provision  desired,  tither  for  preserfhig  or 
improring  the  system. 

The  General  Post  Office  Department  has  con- 
Unued,  upon  the  strength  of  its  own  resources,  to 
isclHtate  the  means  of  eommuoioation  between  the 
Tuiooa  por^ns  of  the  Union  with  increased  ac- 
tivity. The  method,  however,  in  which  the  accounts 
of  the  transportation  of  the  mail  have  always  been 
kept,  appears  to  have  presented  an  imperfect  view 
of  its  expenses.  It  has  recently  been  discovered 
that,  from  the  earliest  records  of  the  Department, 
the  anmial  statements  have  been  calculated  to  ex- 
biUt  an  amount  eonsiderabty  short  of  the  actual 
^expense  incurred  for  that  service.  These  illusory 
'sUtements,  together  with  the  expense  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  law  of  the  last  session  of  Congress 
establishing  new  mail  routes,  and  a  dispodtlon  on 
the  part  of  the  bead  of  the  Department  to  gratify 
the  wishes  at  the  poUia  In  the  extension  w  mul 
fiwUitlea,  Imve  induced  Um  to  ioeur  reeponribiUtlea 
fiv  tbor  improvement,  beyond  what  the  current 
resouroes  of  the  Department  would  sustain.  As 
soon  as  he  had  discovered  the  imperfection  of  the 
method,  he  caused  an  investigation  to  be  made  of 
Us  resalt8f  and  applied  the  proper  remedy  to  cor- 
rect the  evil.  It  became  necessary  for  him  to  with- 
draw some  of  the  improvements  which  he  bad 
made,  to  bring  the  expenses  of  the  Department 
within  its  own  resources.  These  expenses  were  In- 
eorred  for  the  public  good,  and  the  public  have  en- 
Joyed  their  benefit.  They  are  now  but  partially 
suspended,  and  that  where  they  may  be  discontinued 
wita  the  least  IncoDvenieace  to  the  country. 

The  progtesrive  increase  in  tht  Income  from 
posttgea  hu  equalled  tbe  highest  expectations,  and 
It  almdB  demonstratiTe  evidenoe  of  the  growing 
importance  and  great  utiUt^  of  this  Department. 
The  deuiis  are  exhibited  m  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

The  many  (tistressing  accidents  which  have  of 
late  occurred  in  that  portion  of  our  navigation  car- 
tied  on  by  the  use  of  steun  power,  deserve  the  im- 
mediate and  unremitting  atteuUon  of  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  of  the  country.  The  fact  that  tbe 
number  of  those  fatal  disasters  Is  constantly  in- 
ereaaing,  uotwitbitandlng  the  great  Improvements 
irtnA  an  everywhere  made  In  tiie  Bmchinory  em- 
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ployed,  and  is  the  rapid  advances  which  have  been 
made  in  that  branch  of  sciencfc  show  very  clearly 
that  they  are  in  a  great  degree  the  result  of  crimi- 
nal negligence  on  the  part  of  those  by  whom  the 
vessels  are  navigated,  and  to  whose  care  and  atten- 
tion the  lives  and  property  of  onr  dtizeni  are  so 
extensively  intrusted. 

That  these  evils  may  be  greatly  lessened,  if  not 
substantially  removed,  by  means  of  precautionary 
and  penal  legislation,  seems  to  be  highly  probable'; 
80  far,  therelbre,  as  tbe  subject  can  be  regarded  as 
within  the  constitutional  purview  of  Congress,  I 
earnestly  recommend  it  to  your  prompt  and  serious 
considention. 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  views  I 
have  heretofbre  expressed  of  tbe  propriety  of 
amending  the  constitution  in  relation  to  the  mode 
of  electing  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States.  Regarding  it  as  all  important  to 
the  future  q<^t  and  harmony  of  tbe  people  that 
every  intennediate  agency  in  the  election  of  these 
officers  should  be  removed,  and  that  their  eligibiUty 
should  be  limited  to  one  term  of  either  four  or  six 
years,  I  cannot  too  earnestly  invite  your  consider- 
ation of  the  subject. 

Trusting  that  your  deliberations  on  all  the  topics 
of  general  interest  to  which  I  have  adverted,  and 
such  others  as  your  more  exten^ve  knowledge  of 
the  wants  of  our  beloved  country  may  suggest, 
may  be  crowned  with  success,  I  tender  you,  in  con- 
clusian,  the  cooperation  which  it  may  be  in  my 
power  to  albrd  them. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WAaBntonm,  Daemier  8, 18S8. 

6,000  extra  copies  of  the  Message,  and  3,600 
of  the  acoompanyiDg  documents,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  tise  of  the  Sienate. 


WxDNBSDAT,  December  4. 

The  OnjLiB  laid  before  tbe  Senate  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  oonoeraing 
the  removal  of  Uie  pablio  deposits  from  the 
United  States  Bank  and  its  branches. 

On  motaon  of  Kr.  GeOitdt,  6,000  copies  of 
the  report,  and  1,600  ooplea  of  the  dooomenta, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Rhode  liland  Senatort. 
Mr.  S.  WmoHT  offered  the  following  resola- 
tion: 

JttxAved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Lenslature 
of  the  Sute  of  Rhode  Ishtnd,  now  upon  the  table 
of  the  Senate,  showing  the  appointment  of  Elisha 
R.  PoTTKB  as  a  Senator  to  represent  that  State  in 
the  Senate  of  tbe  United  States,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  five  Senators,  to  inquire  and 
report  upon  the  claim  of  the  sud  Elisha.  R.  Pot- 
TSR  to  the  seat  in  tbe  Senate  now  occupied  by  tbe 
Hon.  AsBia  Robbiks. 

Tbubsoat,  Daoember  B. 

Veto  of  th«  Land  Mil 

A  Message  was  reoeived  ftom  the  Presidrat 
of  the  United  States,  enclosing  a  oommimic«< 
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tton  of  the  reasons  which  had  indaced  him  to 
refuse  his  assent  to  the  bill  of  the  last  session, 
authorizing  an  appropriation  for  a  limited  time, 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  The  Hes- 
«ase  having  been  read, 

ICr.  Gut  rose,  and  stated  that  this  Meamre 
had  been  first  introdnoed  into  Congress  at  the 
sesaioQ  before  the  lost,  nnder  oircnmstaQoes 
which  must  be  within  the  recolleotion  of  every 
member  of  the  Senata.  Its  ol^ject  was  to  dis- 
pose of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  a 
Umited  time.  The  subject  hod  been  greatly 
discussed,  not  onlj  in  Congress,  but  thronghout 
the  coUQtry.  The  principles  and  provisions  of 
the  bill  were  well  and  generally  understood. 
The  su^ect  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  himself,  and  this  bill  was  made 
the  subject  of  commentary  in  his  Message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  conudered  as  a  subject 
perfectly  well  understood  by  the  Prerident ;  ibr  It 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  be  would  have  com- 
mented upon  it,  and  recommended  it  to  the  at- 
tention of  Congress,  if  it  had  not  been  un- 
derstood. Dunng  the  last  session,  this  bill, 
which  had  previously  been  before  the  flouse, 
was  introduced  in  this  body,  and  was  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House,  whence  it  was 
returned  with  a  slight  amendment,  taking 
away  the  discretion  which  had  been  invested 
In  the  State  Legislatures  as  to  the  disposal 
of  the  proceeds.  This  bill,  which  bad  been  be- 
fore Congress  the  session  before  the  last,  which 
had  passed  at  the  last  sesnon,  Laving  been  be- 
fore the  oountry  for  a  whole  year  when  it  passed 
tlM  two  Houses,  was  placed  before  the  £x- 
eenUve,  with  a  number  of  other  measores,  just 
before  the  close  of  the  last  Congress.  As  the 
subject  had  been  before  the  President  for  oou- 
sideration  so  long  previous  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  be  bad  reflected  upon  it,  it  was 
not  to  have  been  expected  that  he  would  take 
advantage  of  the  shortness  of  the  session  to  re- 
tfun  the  bill  until  this  time.  Yet  such  had 
been  the  fact,  and  a  proceeding  had  taken  place 
which  was  unprecedented  and  alarming,  and 
which,  unless  the  people  of  this  country  were 
lost  to  all  sense  of  what  was  due  to  the  le^la- 
live  branch  of  the  Oovemment,  to  themsdvea. 
and  to  those  prinmplea  of  liberty  which  had 
beui  transmitted  to  them  from  the  revolaUon, 
tbey  would  not  tolerate.  It  was  at  least  due 
to  the  Legislature  that  the  Prudent  dtonid 
have  sent  a  few  lines,  courteously  informing 
them  that,  when  his  own  mind  was  made  up, 
he  would  communicate  the  result  But  without 
deigning  to  make  known  his  intention,  or  to 
impart  the  reasons  which  influenced  him,  he 
despoUcally  kept  silence,  and  retained  the  bill. 
Hr,  0.  begged  leave  to  congratulate  the  Senate 
on  the  return  of  the  bUL  The  question  which 
now  presented  itself  was^  whether  the  bill  was 
dead,  in  ooneequenoe  of  the  non-action  of  the 
President,  or  whether  it  had  become  an  easting 
law.  He  was  not  now  about  to  disonss  that 
qoeetiw ;  bat  he  had  folt  himself  odled  on  to 


make  a  few  observations  on  this  extraordinary 
course,  and  to  say  that  it  was  due  to  Congress, 
to  the  people,  and  to  the  Executive  himself  to 
have  informed  the  \gst  Congress  in  reference 
to  this  snUect,  concemiaR  which  he  must  have 
made  np  nis  mind.  He  would  now  move 
to  lay  mis  Wl  on  the  taUe,  and  would  lifter- 
wards  give  notioe  of  a  day  when  he  should  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  order  to  submit  it 
again  to  the  action  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative— Ayes  19. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  take  up  the  Message 
for  consideration, 

Mr.  MooRB  thought  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  would  have  another  opportnnit7  of 
offering  what  be  wished  to  say ;  and  he  was 
himself  desirous  to  move  the  printing  of  an 
extra  number  of  the  Message. 

Mr.  Benton  expressed  a  nope  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  take  as  wide  a  range  as  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  taken.  He 
wisbed  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  turn  to  the 
jonnial,  and  inform  him  on  what  day  of  the  last 
session  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  President.  [Hie 
Secretary,  having  referred  to  the  journal,  re- 
plied, that  it  was  sent  to  him  on  the  2d  of 
Mardi.]  He  wislied  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind 
that,  as  the  8d  of  March  fell  on  a  Sunday,  the 
2d  WAS,  in  fact,  the  lost  day  of  the  session.  He 
then  asked  if  there  was  not  an  ancient  role  of 
Congress  that  prohibited  the  sending  a  bill  to 
^e  President  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  I 
[Mr.  Kino  answered  that  there  was,]  He  then 
inquired  if  the  sending  of  the  bill  on  the  Sd  of 
Much,  last  session,  was  not  a  Wolatitm  of  tUs  • 
rule!  There  was  a  precipitatim  and  haste  at 
the  close  of  the  session,  which  prevented  not 
only  the  President,  but  the  members  them- 
selves, from  knowing  precisely  what  they  were 
doing.  The  rule  to  which  be  had  adverted  was 
set  aside  last  session,  and  all  the  evils  which 
accompany  precipitation  were  the  consequence. 
There  were  143  acts  put  on  the  statute  book 
last  session.  The  58d  of  these  acts  was  signed 
on  the  3d  of  March.  So  that  there  were  about 
90  acts  signed  on  the  last  day  of  the  session, 
and  thus  a  mass  of  bnainess  was  thrown  on  the 
President,  which  it  was  almost  imposuble  to 
perform.  And  now  the  pec^le  were  called  on 
to  revolt,  and  denunciations  had  gone  forth 
that,  if  the  people  would  put  up  with  this,  th^ 
would  put  up  with  any  thing,  because  the  Prea- 
Ident,  in  addition  to  all  this  mass  of  business, 
did  not,  on  that  day,  write  the  paper  which 
had  now  been  read,  and  send  the  bill  back. 
And  this  declaration  was  made  in  the  presence 
of  members  who  knew  that  it  sometimes  took 
them  mouths  to  prepare  a  speech  for  the  press, 
with  the  help  of  the  note-ta!£er8  and  tiie  speak- 
ers themselves,  and  all  that  were  concerned. 
Yet  the  people  were  called  on  to  revolt  a^nst 
the  President  for  not  preparing  this  paper  la  ad- 
ditiMi  to  all  the  leguutiva  tmi  ueonUve  bnsi- 
nsBs  which  pressed  on  him  in  the  last  taw  honr^ 
of  the  sMsion.  He  had  risen  not  only  to  dd> 
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ftnd  the  President,  but  to  claim  for  him  the 
i^iprobation  all  reflecting  persoDs,  for  retain- 
ing  the  bill  ontil  he  oonid  have  sufficient  time 
to  examine  it,  and  prepare  his  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  it.  Certainly,  as  far  aa  he  knew,  the 
President  bad  made  np  his  mind  at  once  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  bat  no  hnman  hands  oonld 
have  written  ont  the  docnment  itself.  It  had 
beeo  foond  necessary  to  mafee  several  bnndred 
references,  all  requiring exteodre examination; 
bnt,  leaving  ont  all  theses  there  was  not  time 
left  even  for  the  writing.  He  ooald  not  have 
oone  throi^h  the  mere  mannal  Labor.  A  great 
State  paper  was  to  be  laid  before  the  people ; 
and  toe  Preudent  was  right  to  take  time  for 
refleetion,  and  not  throw  back  the  bill  iiutanUr, 
as  if  he  kicked  it  back  in  their  fBcen,  as  mnob 
as  to  saj  that  they  had  acted  precipitately  in 
their  legislation.  He  repeated,  that  the  Pre^- 
denthfld  acted  in  the  manner  most  respeotfol 
to  the  Lcgislatare.  He  had  examined  the  snb- 
ject,  and  had  now,  as  explicitly  as  possible, 
said  that  he  had  weighed  all  the  reasons  which 
bad  been  advanced  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  all 
the  connteraoting  reasons  which  bad  <^>erated 
upon  him. 

He  hod  risen  to  defond  the  Presiduit  from 
what  be  oomddered  an  nqjnstifiable  and  violent 
assault  made  npon  him  for  doing  what  was  his 
dnty.  As  to  the  bill  itself^  seeing  the  manner 
in  which  ihe  Western  elections  bad  termi- 
nated, he  was  ready  to  meet  it  in  any  form. 
He  entirely  concurred  in  the  suggestion  for  the 
printing  of  an  extra  number  of  tbe  Message. 

2(r.  Olat  said  he  did  not  rise  to  reply  to  any 
one  who  had  felt  himself  called  upon  to  rise  in 
the  Senate  to  vindicate  the  President  If  there 
were  any  such  member,  he  did  not  wish  to  dis- 
tttrb  him  in  his  office  of  vindicator  of  the  Pres- 
ident, or  to  affect  tbe  oomplaoenoy  with  which 
he  might  regard  bis  vindication.  Bnt  he  (Mr. 
O.)  stood  here  to  sustain  bis  own  oonrse,  to 
vindicate  the  oonsdtntion,  and  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  Oongress  under  it.  And  be  most  re- 
peat, that  the  withholding  of  the  land  bill,  at 
the  last  session,  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  was  a  violation  of  the  constitution, 
and  disrespects  to  the  Senate.  What  were 
the  circumstances? 

At  two  different  sessions  of  Congress,  the 
land  subject  was  before  it.  At  that  which  pre- 
ceded the  last,  a  bill  had  been  introduced  to 
distribute  amoi^  the  States  the  proceeds  of  the 
pnbUo  lands.  The  whole  subject,  by  the  bill 
and  by  report  of  oommittees,  was  md  before 
Oongreis  and  spread  before  tiie  ooonti^.  A 
cx^y  tbe  bill,  when  it  was  first  introduced, 
BGOording  to  the  constant  praotioe  of  Congress, 
was  sent  to  the  President.  He  was  thus,  as 
well  as  the  country  generally,  put  in  entire 
possession  of  the  matter.   It  attracted  great 

{inblio  attention.  It  engaged  that  of  the  Pru- 
dent, And,  accordingly,  at  the  comraence- 
ment  of  the  last  session,  in  his  annoal  Uessege, 
he  adverted  to  it,  in  a  manner  which  evidenuy 
showed  that  the  writer  of  the  Message  ftilly 


understood  it,  and  all  Uie  views  which  had 
been  developed  about  it. 

Thus  was  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  last  session,  officially  invited  to  act,  and  to 
act  speedily,  respecting  the  public  lands ;  and 
thus  did  the  President  manifest  his  knowledge 
of  the  provisions  of  tbe  bill  of  the  previous  ses- 
sion. Well,  sir,  (said  Mr,  0.,)  Congress  again 
took  up  the  question.  The  identical  bill  of  the 
previous  seasdon  was  again  introduc^,  and 
again,  prior  to  its  passage,  placed  before  the 
President,  along  wim  the  other  printed  doon- 
ments,  according  to  standing  usage.  And  it 
was  passed  by  both  Houes,  RMtantially  in 
the  shape  in  which  at  the  previona  session  it 
was  passed  by  the  Senate,  except  that  the  re- 
striction as  to  tbe  power  of  the  States  to  apply 
the  sum  to  be  distributed  among  the  several 
States,  after  deduction  of  the  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent  first  set  apart  for  tbe  new  States,  was 
stricken  out 

In  this  form  the  bill  was  laid  before  the  Pres- 
ident on  the  2d  day  of  March  last  It  was  no 
stranger,  but  an  old  acqnuntanoe.  He  had 
seen  it  repeatedly  befive ;  and  he  mnat  have 
been  well  infbrmed  as  to  its  pn^reas  in  Con- 
gress. He  had  oommeoted  on  the  very  prt^eot 
contained  in  tbe  bill,  when  he  had  brou^t  for- 
ward his  own,  in  his  MessagOj  at  the  opening 
of  the  session.  Without  dei^ing  to  communi- 
cate to  Congress  what  disposition  he  had  made, 
or  meant  to  make  of  it,  he  permitted  the  body 
to  rise  in  utter  ignorance  of  his  intentions. 

It  may  be  true  that  there  was  a  great  press 
of  bosinesa  on  tbe  PreMdent  on  the  2d  of 
March,  and  that  he  may  have  acted  upon  some 
ninety  or  one  hundred  bills.  Bat  this  is  what 
occurs  with  every  President  on  tbe  day  before 
the  termination  of  the  short  ses^on  of  Congress. 
With  most  of  those  bills  the  I^sid^t  must 
liave  been  less  acquainted  than  he  was  with 
the  land  bill.  Of  some  of  them  be  probably 
had  never  heard  at  all.  Not  one  of  them  pos- 
sessed the  importance  of  the  laud  bill.  How 
did  it  happen  that  the  President  could  find 
time  to  decide  on  so  many  new  bills,  and  yet 
had  not  time  to  examine  and  dispose  of  one 
which  had  long  been  before  him  and  the  public ; 
one  embracing  a  subject  which  he  thought  the 
union,  harmony,  and  interest  of  the  States  re- 
quired should  be  speedily  adjasted ;  one  which 
be  himself  had  pronounced  his  judgment  upon 
at  the  commencement  of  this  session }  By 
withholding  the  bill  the  President  took  upon 
himsdfaruponulnlity  b^ond  the  exercise  of 
the  veto.  He  deprived  Congress  ahf^ether  of 
its  constitational  ri^ht  to  act  upon  the  bill,  and 
to  pass  it,  his  negative  notwithstandiog. 

The  President  iSj.by  the  c(Histttution,  aeonred 
time  to  consider  bills  which  shall  have  passed 
Imth  branches  of  Congress.  But  so  is  Congress 
eqnslly  secured  the  right  to  act  upon  bills  wnidb 
they  have  passed,  and  which  tiie  President  may 
have  thought  proper  to  reject  Ifheexerciseshis 
veto,  and  returns  the  bill,  two-thirds  may  pass  it. 
Bnt  if  he  wlthhdds  the  UU,  it  oaunot  beoonw 
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a  law,  even  althongb  the  two  Hoosea  should  be 
nn&nimonsly  In  its  favor. 

Mr.  0.  denied  that  the  oonstttation  gave  to 
tiie  Preudent  ten  days  to  consider  bills,  except 
at  the  long  sesuon.  At  that  session,  the  period 
of  its  termination  is  uncertain,  and  dependent 
upon  the  will  of  CongreBs.  To  guard  agunst  a 
Budden  ac^oumntent,  \tj  which  the  Preeident 
,  m^ht  be  deprived  of  dne  time  to  deliberate 
on  an  important  bill,  the  constitntion  providefl 
for  ten  dajs  at  that  session.  Bat,  at  the  short 
session,  it  is  not  an  adjonrnment,  but  a  dissolu- 
taon  of  Congress,  on  the  Sd  of  March ;  and  the 
day  of  that  dissolution  is  fixed  in  the  constitu- 
tion itself  and  known  to  all. 

Mr.  0.  contended,  therefore,  that  tie  act  of 
withholding  the  bill  was  arbitrary  and  uncoli- 
etitational ;  by  which  Congress,  and  the  Senate 
especially,  in  which  the  bill  originated,  were 
deprived  of  their  consUtutional  right  of  pasging 
on  the  biUf  after  the  Preudent  had  exercised 
bia  powers.  Respect  to  Oonsress  required  of 
the  President,  if  he  really  haa  not  time  to  form 
a  judgment  on  the  bill,  or,  having  formed  it, 
had  not  time  to  lay  his  reasons  before  the  body, 
a  communication  to  that  effect.  But,  without ; 
eondesoending  to  transmit  one  word  upon  the 
Babjeot  to  Congress,  he  sufiered  the  session  to 
terminate,  and  the  members  to  go  home  desti- 
tute of  aii  information,  until  this  d^r,  of  hia  in- 
tentions. 

Mr.  Benton  said  that  no  quorum  sat,  in  either 
House,  on  the  evening  after  the  day  on  whidi 
the  biU  was  sent  to  the  President 

The  Message  was  thm  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MooBB  moved  that  S,000  extra  copies  oi 
the  Message  be  prioted  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which  motion  was  adopted. 

Hhods  I$land  SentUon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WBiaHT,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  offered  by 
him  yesterday. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the 
■elect  oomraittee,  when  the  Ohur  announced 
that  the  following  gentlemen  oconpoaed  the 
oomraittee  : 

Ifossra,  Ponnnxiu,  Bivxs,  FamHaHirTaBN, 
TvoHT,  and  Spsaguc. 


MoNDiiT,  December  9. 

^e  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  its 
f^oers,  and,  having  balloted  first  for  a  Secre- 
tary, 

Walter  Lowne  received  89  ballots,  being  all 
that  were  given,  and  was  aooordin^y  declared 
to  be  unammonuy  re-elected  Seontary  of  the 
Senate. 

A  balloting  next  took  place  for  Sergeant-at- 
arms,  when  J.  Shaokford  received  26  votes  oat 
of  40,  and  was  elected. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an 
Asaistant  Doorkeeper,  and,  after  fax  balloUngs, 
Stephen  Haigbt  rec^ved  20  votes  out  of  89,  and 
was  accordingly  elected. 


[DBcsMBBit,  1888. 
TuBSDAT,  Decnnber  10. 
Seaunal  iff  <A«  L^^U, 

Mr.  Clat  rose  aiA  s^d,  that  he  desired  to 
call  Uie  attention  of  tiie  Senate  to  a  subject, 
perha^  exceeding  in  imMatuioe  any  other 
question  likely  to  oome  before  the  present  Oon- 
gresa.  He  adverted  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  (Mr.  Tkszt^  on  the  suIh 
ject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits.  He  thoti 
moved  to  take  up  this  report  for  cousideradon. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to, 

Mr.  0.  then  said  that  the  charter  granted  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  providad  for  the 
deposit  of  the  money  of  the  united  States  in 
that  bank  and  its  branches.  It  vested  in  the 
Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury  the  power  to  remove 
these  deposits,  whenever  such  removal  should 
be  required  by  the  public  interests ;  but  it  is 
further  required  that  whenever  he  does  remove 
the  deposits,  he  dull  sabmlt  to  Oragress  hia 
reasons  for  the  act  at  thdr  next  sewon.  A 
removal  of  the  public  d^KMits  had  been  deter- 
mined on.  How  this  was  to  be  effected,  or  at 
whose  instance,  was  not  at  present  the  qnestion 
to  be  considered.  But  a  removal  haid  taken 
place ;  and  the  Secretary  had  stated  that  this 
was  done  by  his  order,  and  he  had  laid  before 
Congress  his  reasons.  When  Congress,  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  charter  of  the  bank, 
made  it  necessary  that  these  reasons  should  be 
submitted,  they  must  have  had  some  pur- 
pose in  their  mind.  It  must  have  been  intended 
that  Congress  should  look  into  these  reasons, 
determine  as  to  their  valMity,  and  iq^>rove  or 
diaapprove  them,  as  might  be  thought  proper. 
The  reasons  had  now  been  sobmit^,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  decide  whether  or 
not  they  were  enffident  to  Justify  the  act  If 
there  was  a  subject  whicli,  more  than  any 
other,  seemed  to  raqmre  the  prompt  action  of 
Congress,  it  certainly  was  that  which  had  ref- 
erence  to  the  custody  and  care  of  the  public 
treasury.  The  Senate,  therefore,  could  not  at 
too  early  a  period,  enter  on  the  question — what 
was  the  actual  condition  of  the  treasory }  A 
high  officer  of  the  Government,  who  ought  to  be 
In  the  chair,  now  so  h(Hu>rably  filled  by  the 
President  pro.  iem.^  and  whose  alwence  he  fUr. 
0.)  sincerely  regretted,  had  once  told  the  Sen- 
ate to  see  where  the  lost  rights  of  the  States 
were.  How  he  (Mr.  C.)  wished  to  cUscover 
where  was  the  public  tireasury,  and  whether  the 
public  money  was  in  safe  custody. 

It  was  not  his  purpose  to  go  into  a  discus- 
sion, but  he  had  risen  to  state  that  it  speared 
to  liim  to  be  hia  duty  as  a  Senator,  and  he 
hoped  that  other  Senators  took  similar  views 
of  their  daty,  to  look  into  this  subject,  and  to 
see  what  was  to  be  done.  As  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  declared  the 
reasons  which  had  led  to  the  reroovnl  of  the 
public  deposits,  and  as  the  Senate  had  to  Judge 
whether,  on  investigation  v&  these  reasons,  the 
act  was  a  wise  one  or  notL  he  considered  that 
it  woidd  not  be  rij^t  to  refor  the  snttject  to  on/ 
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committee,  bnt  that  the  Senate  should  at  once 
act  tm  it,  not  taking  it  up  in  the  form  of  a  re- 
port of  a  committee,  bnt  goioff  into  an  ezamina- 
tiOD  of  the  reaaona  aa  thejdun  been  anbmitted. 

£te  wiaheil  to  make  the  re^rt  of  the  Secre- 
tary the  order  for  some  particalar  day,  in  the 
bdief  that  the  requisition  made  bj  the  act  of 
Gcmgress  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeary  for 
hu  reasons  on  the  remoTal  of  the  deposits, 
vas  doubtless  intended  to  place  the  whole  mat- 
ter before  Congress  for  consideration, 

Hr.  O.  then  moved  to  postpone  the  consider- 
ation of  the  report  until  Monday  next,  and  to 
make  it  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  Bkbton  admitted  that  Congress  had  fall 

e>wer  to  go  into  the  examination  of  the  report. 
Dt  he  reqneitod  the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind 
that  the  Secretary  had  annoanced,  among 
other  reaaoBB  which  he  had  assigned  for  the  re- 
moral  of  Vb»  deposits,  that  it  had  been  caused 
by  the  miscondnct  of  the  ban^  and  he  had 
gone  into  a  variety  of  specificationfi,  charging 
the  bank  witii  intmeiing  with  the  liberties  of 
the  people  in  ^eir  most  vital  elements — the 
hberty  of  the  press,  and  the  purity  of  elections. 
The  Secretary  had  also  charged  tii^  bank  with 
dishonoring  Its  own  paper  on  several  occasions, 
tnd  that  it  became  necessary  to  compel  it  to  re- 
ceive paper  of  its  own  branches.  Here,  then, 
were  grave  cfaai^i;es  of  misconduct,  and  he 
wished  to  know  whether,  in  the  face  of  such 
diaraea,  this  Ccagnm  was  to  go  at  <HU)e,  with- 
out flie  previous  examination  of  a  onnmittee, 
into  action  upon  the  sutjject! 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  re- 
port was  made  the  special  order  for  Monday 
next 

Mr.  Cut  then  offered  tiie  following  resolu- 
Hoa.  Be  believed  that,  by  the  rule  of  the  Sen- 
ate, it  would  have  to  lie  one  day.  His  ol^ect 
was  to  discover  who  it  was  that  had  made  the 
removal  of  the  deposits : 

Saolved,  That  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States 
be  reqaested  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  »  paper, 
voder  date  of  the  18th  day  of  September,  1888, 
perporting  to  have  been  read  by  bim  to  the  heads 
of  the  several  deparbnents,  relating  to  the  deposits 
of  the  public  money  iu  the  treasury  of  the  United 
Sutes,  and  alleged  to  have  been  published  by  his 
authority,  be  geuuiDe  or  not ;  and,  if  it  be  genuine, 
Hm  be  be  also  requested  to  cause  a  copy  of  the 
Utd  paper  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  lies  on  the  table. 

Sltetionqf  OAopZam. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  oS  a 
chqilaiD. 

On  the  dxth  ballot,  Mr.  Hatch  received  S8 
votes  out  of     and  was  declared  elected. 


Wkdkkbdat,  December  11, 
Presideniial  Doeument. 

The  fallowing  resolution,  ofibred  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Out,  was  then  taken  up  for  oonsidera- 
tion: 


^^Sttolved,  That  the  Piendent  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  ioform  Uie  Senate  whether  a 
paper,  under  date  of  the  18tb  day  of  September, 
188S,  purporting  to  have  been  read  by  him  to  the 
beads  of  the  aeveral  departments,  relating  to  the 
deposits  of  the  public  money  iu  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  alleged  to  have  been  pub- 
lished by  his  antbority,  be  genuine  or  not ;  and  if 
it  be  geni^e,  that  be  be  also  requested  to  cause  a  • 
copy  of  the  said  paper  to  be  lud  before  the  Sen- 
ate.^' 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  said  that  this  was  an  unusual 
call,  and  he  was  desirous  to  know  for  what  pur- 
pose it  had  been  made,  and  for  what  uses  the 
paper  which  had  been  called  for  was  intended. 
He  presumed  that  no  one  bad  any  doubt  as  to 
its  genuineness.   He  had  none. 

Mr.  CLiLT  replied,  that  the  reasons  for  the 
call  must  be  obvious,  and  would  readily  prraent 
themselves  to  every  Senator;  and,  believing 
thus,  he  bad  not  thongfat  it  necessary  to  suggest 
them.  It  had  been  said  that  the  President  bad 
issued  a  particular  paper,  which  he  bad  read  to 
^  members  of  his  cabinet,  which  had  been 
dDmalgated  to  the  public  as  his,  and  which 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  country  as  his. 
But  the  Senate  had  no  ofScial  declaration  of  the 
President,  nor  any  official  communication  to 
them  of  this  paper,  nor  any  thing  in  any  form, 
from  him,  which  affirmed  that  this  paper  was 
his.  If  the  President  had  merely  read  a  paper 
to  the  members  of  his  cabinet,  without  promtd- 
gating  that  paper  to  the  world,  it  would  have 
presented  a  totally  different  question.  Qentle- 
men  would  have  reasonably  doubted  if  they  pos- 
sessed a  right  to  call  for  the  production  of  a 
paper  which  was  confidential  between  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  members  of  his  cabinet.  But  this 
paper  had  been  promulgated  to  the  world ;  and 
therefore,  the  Senate,  if  it  was  the  production 
of  the  PresidenL  had  a  right  to  call  for  an  offi- 
cial copy,  that  they  might  thtia  be  assured,  firom 
the  highest  source,  that  it  was  genuine.  He 
had  himself  no  doubt  that  the  paper  was  gen- 
uine, but  the  fact  only  rested,  at  present,  on  the 
assertion  of  a  newspaper,  and  it  was  not  every 
assertion  of  every  newspaper  whicli  was  fuUy 
entitled  to  credit.  The  only  testimony,  now, 
was  the  assertion  of  the  editor  of  a  newspaper, 
and  it  was  only  respectful  to  the  President  to 
ask  him  for  a  copy ;  and  if  a  copy  was  com- 
municated, there  could  be  no  right  to  presume 
that  it  was  not  genuine. 

Mr,  FojiSTTH  said,  if  he  understood  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Kentucky  correctly,  he 
admitted  that  with  the  interconrse  between  tiie 
Frerident  and  his  Seeretaries,  whether  oral  or 
written,  the  Senate  had  nothing  to  do.  This 
view  of  the  subject  Mr.  F.  did  not  conceive  to 
be  sffected  by  the  publicity  which,  wheUier 
with  or  withuQt  the  consent  of  the  President, 
had  been  given  to  the  paper  referred  to  in  the 
resolation.  This  paper  was  one  said  to  have 
been  addressed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  his  confidential  advisers,  Mr,  F.  said 
he  could  not  see  why  the  honorable  gentleman 
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from  Kentucky  should  eutertain  any  particular 
desire  to  get  at  this  paper.    What  official  use 
could  he  make  of  it,  when  he  had  got  it  f  Why 
depart  from  usage  by  calling  for  such  a  paper 
as  this,  unless  it  was  intended  to  make  some 
official  use  of  it  f   Mr.  F.  said  he  could  imag- 
ine that  one  branch  of  the  Legislatnre  might, 
under  certain  oircumstances,  have  a  ri^t  to 
call  for  it,  and,  if  it  were  refused  when  called 
*  for,  to  obtain  it  by  the  Qse  of  means  within  its 
power.   But  this  was  not  that  branoh  of  the 
Leg^atnre.   If  the  paper  in  qnestion  was  to 
be  made  the  ground  of  a  criminal  charge  agunst 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  it  mnst  oorae 
from  another  body,  and  must  be  a  part  of  the 
evidence  on  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  body, 
under  a  charge  of  high  crime  or  misdemeanor. 
The  honorable  Senator  had  suggested  that  the 
paper  referred  to  might  be  of  vast  use  in  ascer- 
taining by  whom  the  deposits  had  been  re- 
moved.  As  to  that,  Hr.  F.  said,  .there  was  no 
question  that  the  deposits  bare  been  removed; 
whether  proper  or  liot,  wonld,  be  presan^^ 
become  a  subject  of  inqniry.   He  prasuml^ 
also,  that,  as  to  that  act,  tne  Senate  had  already 
sufficient  information  to  enable  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  to  form  his  judgment  upon  it. 
iSr.  F.  concluded  by  saying  he  conld  perceive 
no  use  that  the  Senate  had  for  this  paper ;  the 
call  for  it  was  of  a  nature  entirely  nnusnal ; 
and  he  should  therefore  resist  it,  and  require 
the  yeas  and  nf^s  upon  the  qnesliou  of  agreeing 
to  it. 

Ur.  Benton  sud  that  he  had  intended  to  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  Daysi,  if  the  gentleman  irom 
Georgia  hod  not  done  so,  because  he  considered 
it  due  to  the  Senate  that  it  ahonld  appear  on 
the  taoo  of  the  Journal  who  voted  for,  and  who 
against  the  resolution.  As  to  the  information 
sought  for  from  the  Preddent,  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  fmaf^ation  to  conoelve  the  naes 
to  which  this  information  could  be  applied. 
The  President  had  already  communicated  his 
reasons  to  all  America.  He  might  refuse  to 
send  a  copy  to  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  their 
coll ;  and  snch  a  refUsal  would,  in  his  opiniou, 
be  proper,  in  reference  to  the  eflfect  it  might 
have  in  cases  to  arise  hereafter.  He  asked  if  it 
was  proper  to  coll  on  the  President  to  say  if  a 
document,  which  appeared  in  a  newspaper,  was 
his,  was  genuine  or  not  ?  Was  it  proper  that 
the  Senate  should  call  on  the  Prwident  to  com- 
municate to  them  a  paper  which  he  hod  read  to 
the  members  of  his  cabinet  i  Supposing  that, 
instead  of  a  paper,  the  President  liad  made  a 
speech  to  his  cabinet.  What  differenoe  ooald 
b(k  made  between  a  written  paper  and  a  speedi  ? 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  Senate  oould. 
have  called  on  him  to  communicate  a  copy  of 
his  speech  f  If  the  Senate  could  do  this,  could 
they  not  go  still  ^rther?  and  if  they  could  call 
for  this  speech  delivered  to  his  cabinet,  could 
ttiey  not  also  call  for  any  thing  which  he  had  said 
to  his  cabid^t,  while  stttine  in  his  chair,  and 
talldng  to  them  f   And  if  mey  conld  do  this, 


coidd  they  not  go  stiU  further,  and  call  npoo 
him  for  any  thing  he  might  have  said  in  con- 
versation to  any  single  member,  and  which  had 
by  some  means,  got  into  a  newspaper  ?  Where, 
in  fact,  could  a  line  be  drawn  I  What  if  tlie 
members  were  lawyers ;  and  he  would  ask  of 
them  what,  in  law,  was  the  difference  between 
words  written  ana  words  spoken?  Was  not 
the  whole  of  it  parole  ?  and  the  Sen^  might 
Just  as  well  call  for  what  was  spoken  as  for 
what  was  written.  He  had  no  doabt  that  a 
great  many  eommnnications  were  made  be- 
tween the  President  apd  his  cabinet  on  that 
day.  The  Prendent  might  object  to  send  a 
copy  to  the  Senate.  He  had  already  given  it  to 
the  world.  Every  Senator  might  take  up  the 
Globe,  and  read  the  paper,  and  might  consider 
it  the  act  of  the  President,  and  as  mnch  to  be 
relied  on  as  such  as  if  he  had  before  him  the 
autograph  of  the  Preddent 

Id  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  he  had  no 
desire  to  deter  any  member  of  the  Senate  from 
using  this  paper.  It  might  be  nsed  from  the 
Globe  in  which  it  was  printed,  as  well  as  if  a 
copy  were  oommniuoatea  from  the  Breudent. 
But  his  object  was  to  prevent  the  Senate  from 
potting  a  question  to  the  Freai^t  which  he 
might  not  consider  himself  bound  to  answer. 

Mr.  Wkbstkb  said,  that  perhaps,  i^r  the 
various  admbuons  which  had  now  been  made 
of  the  genmneness  of  the  paper,  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  might  be  induced  to  consider 
his  pnrpose  as  well  answered  on  that  point,  aa  if 
he  retained  the  original  phraseology  of  his 
resolution.  And,  in  a  modified  form,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  did  not  feel  any  objection  to  its  adoption. 
He  looked  at  the  subject  in  a  light  somewhat 
different  from  that  in  which  it  was  viewed  by 
Uie  gentleman  from  Georgia.  If  this  was  a 
letter  to  the  heads  of  departments,  it  could 
hardly  be  an  offioial  doenment,  and  ue  Senate 
would  have  a  right  to  call  for  it.  His  doubt 
was,  whether  it  was  an  official  act,  which,  as  auofa, 
might  come  before  the  Senate  withoat  an  express 
call.  If  it  was  a  document  which  might  come 
before  the  Senate  in  an  official  form,  then  the 
present  motion  might  have  been  conudeied  pr«* 
mature.  But  it  oould  not  be  doubted  by  anyone^ 
that,  before,  the  close  of  the  sesedon,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  tell  how  snon,  there  would  be 
that  before  the  Senate  which  would  render  it 
necessary  to  show  how  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  had  been  effected.  That  time  would 
necessarily  arrive,  and  he  was  desiroos  that  all 
information  on  the  subject  should  be  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate.  He  was  therefiwe  influ- 
enced by  a  twofold  motive.  In  the  first  place, 
he  was  satisfled  that  this  snl^eet  mnst  becraoe 
a  topic  of  discusnon ;  and,  secondly,  he  oonld 
not  vie'w  this  document  as  strictly  an  official  act 
of  the  President  It  bad  not  been  read  to  the 
cabinet  only,  but  to  the  whole  people.  It 
appeared  to  embody  instructions.  It  was  a 
paper  which  did  not  essentially  differ  in  its 
character  from  a  proclamation.  There  was  no 
existing  statute  which  required  of  the  Brendent 
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to  send  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  proclamation. 
Bot,  daring  the  last  session,  a  certified  copy  of 
a  proclamation  had  been  sent  to  the  Senate. 
And  although  this  was  not,  in  the  strictest 
sense,  an  official  proceeding,  it  was  intended 
to  be  a  pablic  defence  of  an  official  act.  If  the 
resolntion  had  been  simply  a  call  for  that  paper, 
he  shonld  feel  himself  bound  to  snstain  it,  as  be 
last  year  supported  a  call  for  the  proclamation  to 
which  he  had  olladed.  He  wonld  therefore 
snggest,  that  the  part  of  the  Tewdntioa  which 
inquired  as  to  wa  gemdnenen  of  the  paper, 
•M  which  caiTied  on  its  fooe  an  implieatKHi, 
flhoold  be  stricken  out,  and  that  the  geniiliie- 
nesa  of  the  paper  shonld  be  taken  as  admitted, 
and  that  the  proposition  shonld  be  merely  a  call 
for  the  paper.  With  the  consent,  therefcn'e,  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (and  certainly  not 
without  it,)  he  woald  move  to  amend  the  reso- 
lntion, by  striking  oat  all  after  the  word  Re- 
solved," and  inserting  as  follows : 

'*  That  the  PreMdent  be  requested  to  send  to  the 
Senate  m  copy  of  the  paper  which  has  been  pub- 
lished, and  which  pnrporta  to  hare  been  read  by 
him  to  the  heads  of  the  execnUre  departments, 
dated  Uie  18th  da;  of  September  last,  reb^ng  to 
the  remonl  of  the  depom  of  the  paV&o  money 
from  the  Bank  of  the  Untied  States  and  its  oSeea.^ 

The  amendmnit  was  tiien  modified  according 
to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  'Wbbsteb, 

Itr.  Oalhouh  shonld  Tote  for  the  resolution, 
although  he  was  far  from  feeling  any  disrespect 
for  the  President.  He  considered  the  official 
oommnnicatioo  of  this  paper  as  dne  to  the  ^gnity 
cf  the  Senate,  and  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  liim- 
self.  And  he  submitted  it  to  the  good  sense  of 
gentlemen,  if  it  wonld  be  treating  the  President 
with  proper  respect  to  predicate  any  action  of 
the  Senate,  in  reference  to  so  important  a  anb- 
jeot,  on  newspaper  authority. 

Mr.  KasQ  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition 
to  the  readntion.  He  did  not  see  now  tin 
Senate  were  to  act  on  this  document ;  tbong^t 
that  they  had  no  right  to  call  for  it ;  and  ex- 
pressed a  belief  that  the  President  might,  under 
the  same  impression,  refhse  to  oommunicate  it 

Ur.  Kahs  gave  briefiy  the  reasons  which 
wonld  inflnence  him  to  oppose  the  resolntion. 
It  was  stated  as  one  of  the  objects  that  it  was 
to  discover  who  had  removed  the  deposits. 
If  that  was  the  object,  the  qnestion  had  been 
already  answered  by  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry.  But  if  the  object  was 
to  show  that  the  President  bad  made  a  full 
statement^  then  the  subject  ought  to  be  agi- 
tated in  tiie  other  Honse,  and  not  here,  in  the 
shwe  of  a  criminal  charge. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  en  agredng  to  (he 
molotion,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tu&— Vessrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Cslhotm,  Chambers, 
Ckj,  Swing,  FreHnghayMn,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  Msngam,  Naudain,  Foindexter,  Prentiss, 
Preston,  Bobbins,  SUsbee,  Smith,  Southard, 
Sprague,  Swift,  Tomlinsoa,  Webstei^SS. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Fourth,  Grundy, 
Hill,  Kao«,  Kmg,  Uoore,  Hocria,  Rives,  Kobhuon, 


Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Upton,  Tyler,  White,  WOkiu^ 
Wrigbt~18. 
Bo  the  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 


Thubssat,  December  13. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prerident  of  the  United  States : 

WASHiiiaTon,  December  12, 1688.  . 
To  Ou  Senate  of  the  United  Statea  : 

I  have  attentively  considered  the  resolutton 
the  Senate,  of  tiie  11th  instant,  requesting  the 
Freddent  of  the  United  States  to  eommvidcate  to 
the  Senate  *'  a  copy  of  the  paper  which  has  been 
published,  and  which  purports  to  have  been  read 
by  him  to  the  heads  of  the  executive  departoienta, 
dated  the  18th  day  of  September  last,  relating  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposits  of  the  public  money 
from  the  Bank  of  the  Uidted  Sutes  and  tta  offices.** 

The  EzecDtive  Is  a  co-ordinate  and  independent 
branch  of  the  Government  equally  with  the  Senate ; 
and  I  have  yet  to  learn  under  what  constitational 
authority  that  bmnch  of  the  Ijegislature  has  a 
rijght  to  require  of  me  an  aeconnt  of  any  commn- 
nication,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  made  to  the 
heada  of  departments  acting  as  a  cabinet  coonciL 
As  well  might  I  be  reqidred  to  det^  to  the  Senate 
the  tne  and  private  conversation  I  have  held  with 
those  offlcets  on  any  snl^jectB  rdating  to  tb^  datiei 
and  my  own. 

Feehng  myresponaibility  to  the  American  people, 
I  am  wilUng,  upon  all  occasions,  to  explain  to  them 
the  grounds  of  my  conduct ;  and  I  am  willing,  upon 
all  proper  occasions,  to  give  to  either  branch  of  the 
Legislutare  any  information  In  my  pcosesrion  that 
can  be  useftil  in  the  execntlon  ot  the  approi«iate 
duties  confided  to  them. 

Knowing  the  cocstitntional  rights  of  the  Senate, 
I  Bhall  be  uie  last  man,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
interfere  with  them.  Knowing  those  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, I  shall,  at  alt  times,  endeavor  to  maintain 
them,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  consti- 
tntion,  and  the  solemn  oath  I  have  taken  to  sup- 
port and  defend  it. 

I  am  constrained,  therefore,  by  a  proper  sense  of 
my  own  self-respect,  and  of  the  rights  secured  by 
the  constitution  to  the  executive  branch  of  the 
Government,  to  decline  a  compliance  with  your 
request.  ANDREW  JACKSOX. 

The  Message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Clat  rose  and  said,  that  the  call,  to 
which  this  Message  was  a  response,  had  been 
made  upon  the  Prendent  after  full  deliberation. 
The  riglit  to  make  it  was  founded  npon  the 
presnmed  act  of  the  President.  It  was  founded 
upon  the  fact  of  the  promnlgation  of  the  State 
paper  emanating  from  the  President  relating 
to  the  deposits  of  the  public  money  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  with  the  President's 
assent  and  direction.  That  paper  had  been 
published  to  tiie  world,  with  the  sanction  of 
the  President.  It  was  now  in  the  full  posses- 
sion of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  It  had 
been  puhltsned  to  make  an  impression,  and  it 
had  mode  a  deep  impression  un  their  minds. 
But  still  it  had  been  published  on  authority  al- 
leged by  the  editor  of  a  newspaper  to  be  derived 
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from  the  PrencleDt  'Wbether  ihe  paper  was, 
in  taoL  genaine,  or,  if  geouine,  whetner  it  was 
promulgated  with  the  President's  sano^n,  were 
qaestions  respecting  which  we  had  do  evidence, 
bnt  that  which  the  assertion  of  the  editor  of  the 
paper  itself^  and  concnrriog  circumstances, 
afforded.  In  this  sitnation  it  was,  hj  (Mr.  0.) 
himself  and  he  snpposed  by  those  who  voted 
with  him  in  supporting  the  call,  deemed  due 
and  respectful  to  the  Pre»dent,  doe  (o  the 
Senate,  and  doe  to  the  whole  oon&trj,  to  aippesi 
to  the  highoBt  aooroe  of  informaiUon  in  reunion 
to  this  snl^eot,  and  to  request  an  anthentio  and 
offidal  copy  of  the  p^ur  itself. 

This  call  was  in  conformity  with  established 
usage,  coeval,  be  (Mr.  0.)  believed,  with  the 
Government.  Whenever  either  branch  of  Con- 
gress desires  a  public  paper  in  the  possession  of, 
or  proceeding  from,  the  Executive,  it  has  called 
for  it.  Innumerable  instances  of  such  calls  are 
to  be  found  in  the  journals  of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  Gbundy  said  that  he  had  always  himself 
believed  the  motion  calling  for  this  paper  un- 
necessary, and  that  no  benefit  could  result  from 
it.  It  was  uoneoessarj^^  because  evidence  of  a 
fiut  was  only  reqoired  when  the  £aet  itaelf 
was  dispnted.  There  was  no  dispute  in  this 
case.  FHends  and  enemies  had  considered  this 
paper  as  an  anthentio  one.  Why,  then,  was  it 
necessary  to  call  on  the  President  for  evidence 
that  it  was  eol 

He  concluded  with  moving  to  lay  the  Heseage 
on  the  table ;  and  the  motira  was  agreed  to. 


UoNDAT,  December  16. 

The  ViOB  Pbbsident  of  the  United  States, 
Habtqt  Van  Bouir,  this  day  took  his  seat  in 
the  chair  of  the  Senate,  and  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing address : 

SmAToas  f  On  entering  on  the  duties  of  the  sta- 
tion to  which  I  have  been  called  by  the  people,  def- 
erence to  you,  and  justice  to  myself,  require  that  I 
should  foresUlt  expectations  which  might  otherwise 
be  disappointed.  Although  for  many  years  here- 
tofore a  member  of  the  Senate,  I  regret  that  I 
sbonldnot  have  acquired  that  knowledge  of  the 
putioolar  order  of  Iti  proceedings  which  nught 
naturally  be  expected.  Unfortunately  for  me,  in 
respect  to  my  present  conation,  I  ever  found  those 
at  hand  who  had  more  correctly  appreciated  this 
important  branch  of  their  duties,  and  on  whose 
o[HuioDS,  as  to  points  of  order,  I  could  at  all  times 
safely  rely.  This  remissness  will,  doubtless,  for  a 
season,  cause  me  no  small  degree  of  embamssment. 
So  far,  however,  as  unremitting  exertions  on  my 
part,  and  a  proper  respect  for  the  advice  of  those 
who  are  better  informed  than  myself,  can  avail, 
this  deficiency  will  be  remedied  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  Uie  Senate,  in 
the  mean  Ume,  will  extend  to  me  a  condderate  in- 
dulgence. 

But,  however  wanting  I  may  be,  for  the  time,  in 
the  tboroogh  knowledge  of  the  technual  duties  of 
the  Chair,  I  entert^n,  I  humbly  hope,  a  deep  and 
solemn  conviction  of  Its  high  moral  obligations.  I 
am  well  aware  that  he  who  ocou^  it  Is  bonnd  to 
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cherish  towards  the  members  of  the  body  over 
which  be  premdes  no  other  feelings  than  those  of 
justice  and  courtesy ;  to  regard  them  all  as  stand- 
ing upon  an  bonor^Ie  equality  ;  to  apply  the  roles 
established  by  themselves,  for  their  own  govcra- 
ment,  with  stnct  ImporUality ;  and  to  use  whateTcr 
authority  he  possesses  in  uie  manner  best  calcu- 
lated to  protect  the  rights,  to  respect  the  feeUnn, 
and  to  gnard  the  reputations  of  all  who  may  be 
aifected  by  its  exerdse. 

It  is  no  disparagement  to  any  other  branch  of 
the  Oovemment  to  say,  that  there  is  none  on  which 
the  constitution  devolves  aoeb  extensive  powers  as 
it  does  QDon  the  Senate,  There  b  aoaroely  an  ex- 
erdie  m  eonstitntional  anthorlty  in  which  it  does 
not  mediately  or  immediately  participate ;  h  fonns 
an  important,  and.  In  some  respecta,  an  Indfqien- 
sable  part  of  each  of  the  three  great  departments, 
executive,  legislative,  and  judidal ;  and  is,  more- 
over, the  body  in  which  is  made  efiectnal  that  share 
of  power  in  the  federal  organization  bo  wisely  al- 
lowed to  the  respective  State  sovereignties. 

Invested  with  such  angnst  powers,  so  Judiciously 
restricted,  and  so  largely  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  good  government,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  Sen- 
ate Is  regarded  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
as  one  of  the  best  featares  in  what  tbey  at  least 
conrider  to  be  the  wisest,  tbe  freest,  and  bmlest 
politJcat  system  In  tiie  world.  In  ftirent  wttboi 
that  it  may  long  continne  to  be  so  rMarded,  and  la 
a  conviction  of  the  importance  of  order,  fffmrfety, 
and  regularity  m  its  proceedings,  we  must  ail  con- 
cur. It  shall  be  an  object  of  my  highest  ambition. 
Senators,  to  join  with  you,  as  fiir  as  in  me  hes,  in 
effecting  those  deurable  objects,  and  in  endeavoring 
to  realize  the  expectation  formed  of  this  body  at 
the  adoption  of  the  eonsUtution,  and  ever  since 
eoafldentiy  cherished,  that  it  would  exercise  the 
most  efficient  influence  In  upholding  the  federal 
system,  and  in  perpetoating  what  is  at  once  the 
fonndation  and  the  safeguard  of  oar  eonnuy'a  wet- 
&re— Uie  Uldon  of  the  States. 


Thubsdat,  December  26. 
Removal  qf  tho  D^oaits. 

The  Ohair .  having  announced  the  special 
order  of  the  day,  being  tbe  report  of  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasnry  on  the  subject  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  State's, 

Ur.  Glat  offered  the  following  resoktions : 

1.  Rw)lved,  That,  by  dismissing  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  because  be  would  not,  contrary 
to  his  sense  of  bis  own  dnty,  remove  the  money  of 
the  United  States  in  deposit  with  tbe  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  branches,  in  conformity  witii 
tbe  President's  opinion  ;  and  by  app<^ntlng  Us  suc- 
cessor to  effect  such  removal,  which  has  been  done, 
the  President  has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power 
over  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  not  granted 
to  him  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

3.  Jtnelvtd,  That  tbe  reasons  aasigoed  by  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  for  tbe  removal  of  tbe 
money  of  the  United  States,  deposited  In  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  its  brandbes,  commnni* 
cated  to  Congress  on  the  Sd  day  of  December,  1838, 
are  nnsatia&ctory  and  insufficient. 

Hr,  Out  addressed  the  Senate  a8'f<^ows: 
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We  Are,  eaid  he,  in  the  midiit  of  a  revolntion, 
bitherto  bloodless,  bat  rapidly  tending  towards 
a  total  change  of  the  pore  republican  character 
of  the  Grovemment,  and  to  the  concentration  of 
all  power  in  the  bands  of  one  man.  The  powers 
of  Congress  are  paralyzed,  except  when  exerted 
in  confonnlty  with  his  wilt,  by  freqaent  and 
extraordinary  exercise  of  the  execative  veto, 
not  autidpated  by  the  founders  of  the  eonstita- 
tion,  and  not  {ffaoUsed  by  any  of  the  predeoes- 
■ors  of  the  prasent  Chief  MagistrMe.  And,  to 
cramp  them  still  more,  a  new  expedient  is 
a^ringin^  into  use,  of  wlthh<dding  alt<wether 
InJb  which  have  reoelTOd  the  sanction  of  both 
Booses  of  Congress,  thereby  ontting  off  all 
opportanity  of  passii^  them,  even  if,  alter  their 
retnm,  the  members  shonld  be  nnanimons  in 
Qteir  favor.  The  constitutional  participation  of 
the  Senate  in  tbe  appointing  power  is  virtaally 
abolished,  by  the  constant  nse  of  the  power  of 
remoTfd  from  office  without  any  known  caase, 
and  by  the  appointmeot  of  the  same  individaal 
to  tbe  same  office,  after  hia  r^ection  by  the 
Beiuite.  How  oftoi  hare  we^  Senatorev  felt  that 
the  dieek  of  the  Soiate,  inataad  of  b^g,  as  the 
emstitntion  intended,  a  salatary  control,  was 
an  idle  ceremony  t  How  often,  when  acting 
oa  the  case  of  the  nominated  sncoessor,  have  we 
tAt  the  injustice  of  the  removal !  How  often 
have  we  siud  to  each  other,  well,  what  can  we 
do  t  The  office  cannot  remun  vacant  without 
prejudice  to  the  nubtic  interests;  and,  if  we 
reject  the  proposed  substitute,  we  cannot  restore 
the  displaced,  and  perhaps  some  more  unworthy 
man  may  be  nominated  t 

The  Judiciary  has  not  been  exempted  from 
the  prevailiDg  rage  for  innovation.  Decisions 
of  the  tribunals,  deliberately  pronounced,  have 
been  ooDtemptaously  ^mgarded,  and  the  saao- 
tity  of  numerous  treaties  openly  violated.  Our 
Indian  relations,  coeval  with  the  existence  of 
the  Government,  and  recognized  and  established 
by  nameroos  laws  and  treaties,  have  been  sub- 
verted ;  the  rights  of  the  helpless  and  unfor- 
tunate aborigines  trampled  in  the  dust,  and 
they  brought  under  snl^ection  to  unknown 
laws,  in  which  they  have  no  voice,  promul- 
gated in  an  unknown  language.  The  most  ex- 
tenmve  and  most  valuable  public  domain  that 
ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  one  nation  is  threatened 
with  a  total  sacrifice.  The  general  currency 
of  the  country,  the  life-blood  of  all  its  busineaa, 
is  in  the  most  imminent  danger  of  universal 
Asorder  and  eonfluion.  The  power  of  internal 
in^ovement  lies  cniahed  hraeath  the  veto. 
The  system  of  pn^ectiim  <rf  American  industry 
was  snatched  from  impending  destruction  at  the 
last  session ;  but  we  are  now  oooUy  told  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  without  a  blush, 
"that  it  is  understood  to  be  conceded  on  all 
limd*  that  a  tariff  for  protection  merely  is  to  be 
finally  abaodoned."  By  tbe  8d  of  March,  16S7, 
if  the  -progcoBa  of  innovation  cootinue,  there 
will  be  scarcely  a  vestige  remaining  of  the 
Government  and  its  policy,  as  they  existe 
prior  to  die  8d  of  Uanh,  1829.  In  a  term  of 
Youm  14 
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yews,  a  littie  more  than  equal  to  thatnrliich 
was  required  to  establish  our  libertiae,  the 
Government  will  have  been  transformed  into 
an  elective  monarchy — the  worst  of  all  forma  of 
government. 

Such  is  a  melancholy  but  faithful  picture  of 
the  present  condition  of  our  public  affain.  It 
is  not  sketched  or  exhibited  to  excite,  here  or 
elsewhere,  irritated  feeling:  I  have  no  such 
purpose.  I  would,  on  the  contrary,  implore 
the  Senate  and  the  people  to  discard  ail  paasion 
and  pr^udice,  aad  to  look  calmly  but  resohitelT 
upon  the  actual  state  of  the  constitution  and 
the  country.  Although  I  bring  into  the  Senate 
the  same  unabated  spirit,  and  the  same  fim 
determination,  which  nave  ever  guided  me  it 
the  support  of  civil  liberty,  and  the  defence  of 
our  constitution,  I  contemplate  the  prospect 
before  us  with  feelings  of  deep  humiliation  and 
profound  mortification. 

It  is  not  among  t^e  least  unfortunate  symp- 
toms of  the  tdmes,  that  a  large  proportion  <tf 
the  good  and  enlightened  men  of  the  Union, 
of  all  parties,  ve  yielding  to  sentiments  of  de> 
npwidenciy.  There  is,  oimappily,  a  feeling  of 
dutrost  and  insecurity  perntding  the  commu- 
nity. Many  of  our  best  citizens  entertain 
serious  apprehensions  that  our  Union  and  our 
institutions  are  destined  to  a  speedy  over- 
throw. Sir,  I  trust  that  the  hopes  and  confi- 
dence of  the  country  will  revive.  There  Is 
much  occasion  for  manly  independence  and  patri- 
otic vigor,  but  none  for  despair.  Tb&nk  God, 
we  are  yet  free ;  and,  if  we  put  on  the  chain* 
which  are  foi^ng  for  us,  it  will  he  because  we 
deserve  to  wear  them.  We  should  never  de- 
spair of  the  republic.  If  our  ancestors  had  been 
oqiable  ti  surrendering  themselves  to  sndi 
ignoble  seatamentfl^  our  Independeuoe  and  our 
liberties  would  never  have  been  adiieved.  The 
winter  of  1776-'7,  was  one  of  the  gloomiest 
periods  of  our  revolution ;  but  on  this  day,  fiflgr- 
seven  yeva  ago,  tiie  &ther  of  bis  country 
achieved  a  glorioua  victory,  which  diffused  joy, 
and  gladness,  and  animation  throughout  tiie 
Statefi.  Let  as  cherish  the  hope  that,  since  he 
has  gone^  from  among  us.  Providence,  in  the 
dispensation  of  his  mercies,  has  near  at  hand 
in  reserve  for  ua,  though  yet  unseen  by  us,  some 
sure  uid  happy  aeUveraoce  from  all  unpuiding 
dangers. 

When  we  aaaembled  here  last  year,  we  were 
ftdl  aS  dreadful  forebodings.  On  tfae  one  hand, 
we  were  menaced  with  a  civil  war,  which, 
lighting  up  in  a  nng^e  State,  might  spread  its 
flames  throughout  one  of  the  la^st  sections  of 
the  Union.  On  the  other,  a  cherished  system 
of  policy,  essential  to  the  successful  prosecution 
of  the  industry  of  our  countrymen,  was  exposed 
to  imminent  danger  of  destruction.  Means  were 
happily  applied  by  Congress  to  avert  both 
calamities,  tbe  country  was  reconciled,  and  our 
Union  once  more  became  a  band  of  friends  and 
brothers.  And  I  shall  be  greatly  disappointed, 
if  we  do  not  find  those  who  were  denounced  as 
being  unfiiendly  to  the  continuance  of  our  con- 
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fedeni67,  among  the  foremost  to  fly  to  its  pres- 
ervatioii,  and  to  resist  all  execative  encroach- 
ments. 

Ur.  President,  when  Oongress  a^oaraed  at 
the  termiaation  of  the  last  session,  there  was 
one  Temoantof  its  powers — that  over  the  parse 
— 4eft  ontoached.  The  two  most  important 
powers  of  civil  gOTernmeot  are  those  of  the 
sword  and  purse ;  the  first,  with  some  restric- 
tions, is  confided  by  the  constitntion  to  the 
execative,  and  the  last  to  the  legislative  depart- 
ment. If  they  are  separate,  and  exercised  by 
different  responsible  departments,  civil  liberty 
is  safe ;  bnt  if  they  are  united  in  the  hands  of 
the  same  individoat,  it  is  gone.  That  clear- 
rii^ted  attd  revolutioDary  orator  and  patriot, 
Patrick  Henry,  josUy  sua,  in  the  Vii^nia  con- 
vention, in  reply  to  one  of  his  opponents,  Let 
him  candidly  tell  me  where  ami  when  did  free- 
dom exist,  when  the  sword  and  purse  were  given 
up  from  the  people !  Unless  a  miracle  in  human 
affairs  interposed,  no  nation  ever  retained  its 
liberty  after  the  loss  of  the  sword  and  the  purse. 
Can  you  prove,  by  any  argumentative  deduction, 
that  it  is  posnble  to  be  safe  without  one  of 
them  ?   If  yon  give  them  up,  you  ore  gone." 

Up  to  the  period  of  the  termination  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  the  exclu^ve  constitu- 
tional power  of  CkingresB  over  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  had  never  been  contested. 
Among  its  earliest  acts  was  one  to  establish  the 
Treasnry  Department,  wtdch  provided  for  the 
4>pointanent  of  a  Treasorer,  who  was  required 
to  give  bond  and  security,  in  a  very  large 
amount,  "  to  receive  and  keep  the  moneys  of 
the  United  States,  and  disburse  the  same  upon 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, countersigned  by  the  Comptroller,  re- 
corded by  the  Register,  and  not  otherwise." 
iS-ior  to  the  establishment  of  the  present  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  no  treasury  or  place  had 
been  provided  ordeugnated  by  law  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  but  the  Treasurer 
was  left  to  his  own  discretion  and  responsibility. 
lYhen  the  existing  bank  was  established,  it  was 
nrovided  that  tho  pnUio  moneys  should  be 
deposited  with  it,  and  oonsequentiy  that  Iwnk 
became  the  tieosury  of  the  United  States ;  for, 
whatever  place  is  deugoated  by  law  f6r  the  keep- 
ktg  of  the  public  money  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  care  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  is,  for  the  time  being,  the  treasury.  Its 
safety  was  drawn  in  question  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  and  an  agent  was  appointed  a  little 
more  than  a  year  ago  to  investigate  its  ability. 
He  reported  to  the  Execative  that  it  was  per- 
fectly safe.  His  apprehen^ons  of  its  solidity 
were  communicated  by  the  President  to  Con- 
gress, and  a  oomndttee  was  appointed  to  exam- 
me  the  salyect :  they,  also,  reported  in  favor  of 
its  security.  And,  finally,  among  the  last  acts 
of  the  House  ol  Representatives,  prior  'to  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  was  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution,  manifesting  its  entire  confidence  in 
the  ability  and  solidity  of  the  bank. 

After  all  these  testimonies  to  the  perfect 
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safety  of  the  public  moneys  in  tiie  place  ap-  f 
pointed  by  Congress,  who  could  have  supposed 
that  the  place  would  have  been  changed  ?  Who 
could  have  imagined  that,  within  axij  days  of 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  and,  as  it  were,  in 
utter  contempt  of  its  authority,  the  change 
should  have  been  ordered  ?  Who  would  have 
dreamed  that  the  Treasurer  should  have  thrown 
away  the  single  key  to  the  treasury,  over  which 
Congress  held  ample  control,  and  accepted,  in 
lieu  of  it,  some  dozens  of  keys,  over  which  nei- 
ther Congress  nor  he  has  any  adequate  control! 
Yet,  sir,  all  tliis  has  been  done ;  and  it  is  our 
solemn  duty  to  inquire,  1st,  by  whose  authority 
it  has  been  ordered ;  and  M,  whether  the  order 
has  i>eeu  given  in  conformity  with  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  question  which  I  have  intimated  It 
to  be  my  purpose  to  consider  is,  by  whose 
authority,  power,  or  directitm,  was  the  clitfnge 
of  the  deposits  made?  Kow,  is  there  any 
Senator  who  bears  me  that  requires  proof  on 
this  point  I  Is  there  an  intelligent  man  in  the 
Union  who  does  not  know  who  It  was  that 
decided  the  removal  of  the  deposits?  Is  it 
not  a  matter  of  universal  notoriety?  Does  any 
one,  and  who,  doubt  that  it  was  the  act  of  the 
President  ? — that  It  was  done  by  his  express 
command  ?  The  President,  on  this  subject,  has 
himself  furnished  perfectly  conclusive  evidence, 
iu  the  paper  read  by  him  to  his  cabinet  It 
is,  indeed,  a  moA  extraordinary  document, 
without  precedent  in  the  executive  annals  or 
this  or  any  other  civilized  oouotry.  If  the  pro- 
ceeding were  not  nnconstitutional.  it  was  cer- 
tainly such  as  was  not  contemplated  by  the  con- 
stitution. That  instrument  confers  on  the 
President  the  ri^ht  to  require  the  opinion,  in 
writing,  of  the  prmcipal  officers  of  tiie  executive 
departments,  separately,  on  sul^ecta  appertiun- 
Ing  to  their  respective  offices.  Instead  of  con- 
formlog  to  this  provision,  the  President  reads 
to  those  officers,  collectively,  his  opinion  and 
decision,  in  writing,  upon  an  important  matter 
whi<di  related  only  to  one  of  them,  and  to 
hun  exduavely.  This  paper  is  afterwords 
formally  promulgated  to  the  world,  witii  the 
Preudents  authority.  And  why!  Can  It  be 
doubted  that  it  was  done  under  the  v^  expec- 
tation tiiat  a  nam«  would  quash  all  inquiry, 
and  secure  the  general  approbation  of  the 
people  ?  Those  who  now  exercise  power  in  this 
country  appear  to  regard  all  the  practices  and 
usages  of  their  predecessors  as  wrong.  They 
look  upon  all  precedents  wUh  contempt,  and, 
casting  them  scomfally  aside,  appear  to  be 
resolved  upon  a  new  era  in  administration. 
Yet,  when  hard  pressed,  they  display  a  readiness 
to  take  shelter  under  any  precedent,  however 
ill  adapted  it  may  be  to  tli^r  condltifHi.  Al- 
though the  Preudent  has  denied  to  the  Senate 
an  omoial  copy  of  that  singular  paper,  as  a  part 
of  the  people  of  tiie  United  States,  for  whose 
special  benefit  it  was  published,  we  have  a  right 
to  use  it 

The  question  is,  by  virtue  of  whose  wiU, 
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power,  dictation,  was  the  removal  of  the  depos- 
its effected  f  By  whose  aathority  and  detenni- 
nation  were  they  transferred  from  the  Bank  of 
tiie  United  States,  where  they  were  reqnired  by 
the  law  to  be  placed,  and  put  in  banks  which  the 
law  had  never  dnignated  t  And  I  tell  gentle- 
men <^pOBed  tome,  thM  I  am  not  to  be  answered 
by  the  exhibition  of  a  formal  order  bearing  the 
ngoatare  R.  B.  Taney,  or  any  one  else.  I 
want  to  know,  not  the  amuinensis  or  derk 
vbo  prepared  Or  signed  the  oflScial  form,  but 
the  authority  or  the  iDdividual  who  dictated  or 
commanded  it ;  not  tlie  hangman  who  execntes 
the  culprit,  but  the  tribunal  which  pronounced 
the  sentence.  I  wuit  to  know  that  power  in  the 
Government,  that  ori^nal  and  controlling  au- 
thority, which  required  and  commanded  the 
removal  of  the  deposits.  And,  I  repeat  the 
question,  is  there  a  Senator,  or  intelligent 
Xnan  in  the  whcde  country,  who  entertaius  a 
8olitai7doabt? 

Hear  what  tJie  Prerident  liimKlf  says  in  hia 
manifesto  read  to  his  cabinet : The  President 
deems  it  hu  duty  to  communicate  in  this  man- 
ner to  his  cabinet  the  final  oonduidons  of  hi$ 
own  mind,  and  the  reasons  on  whicQi  they  are 
founded."  And,  at  the  conclusion  of  this 
paper,  what  does  he  sayf  *'Tlie  President 
again  repeats  that  he  begs  his  cabinet  to  con- 
sider the  proposed  measure  as  hia  ovm,  in  the 
fiupport  of  which  he  shall  require  no  one  of 
them  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  opinion  or  principle. 
lU  rapoTuHnlitjf  hat  hem  auumed,  after  the 
most  mature  deliberation  and  reflection,  as 
necesaary  to  preserve  the  morals  of  the  people, 
the  freedom  of  tite  press,  and  the  purity  the 
elective  franchise,  without  which  all  will  nnite 
in  saying  that  the  blood  and  treasnre  expended 
hy  our  forefathers,  in  the  establishment  of  our 
happy  system  of  government,  will  have  been 
vain  and  fruitless.  Under  these  convictions,  he 
feels  that  a  measure  so  important  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  cannot  l)e  commenced  too  toon ;  and 
he  therefore  names  the  1st  day  of  October  next 
as  a  period  proper  for  the  change  of  the  de- 
pottts,  or  sooner,  provided  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements with  the  State  banks  can  be  made." 
Sir,  is  there  a  Senatw  here  who  will  now  teU 
me  that  the  removal  was  not  the  measure  and 
the  act  of  the  Freudent  f  I  know,  indeed,  that 
there  are  in  this  document  many  of  those  most 
mild,  most  gracious,  most  oondesoendhig  ezpres- 
nons,  in  which  power  so  well  knows  how  to 
olothe  its  mandates.  The  President  flatters,  and 
coaxes,  and  soothes  Secretary  Duane,  in  the 
most  gentle,  bland,  and  conciliating  language. 
*'  In  the  remarks,"  says  the  Preadent,  "  he  has 
made  on  this  all-important  question,  he  trusts 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  see  only  the 
frank  and  respectful  declaration  of  the  opinions 
which  the  President  has  formed  on  a  measure 
of  great  national  interest,  deeply  a&oting  the 
character  and  osefolnesa  hla  aiaminlBtration ; 
and  not  a  spirit  of  dictation,  which  the  Presi- 
dent would  be  08  carefhl  to  av(Hd  as  ready  to 
renat.  Hi^y  will  he  be  if  the  fiwta  now  dis- 


closed  produce  uniformity  of  opinion  and  unity 
of  action  among  the  members  of  the  administrap 
tioD."  How  kind  1  how  gentle  I  and  how  veiy 
gracious  alt  these  civil  and  loving  expresrioni 
most  have  sonnded  in  the  gratified  ear  of 
Itr.  Dnane  I  They  ranind  me  of  an  historiod 
anecdote  related  cn  one  of  the  moetremarkaUe 
(^laraeters  which  our  q>eciee  has  produced. 
When  Oliver  Cromwell  was  contending  for  tiie 
mastery  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  {{  do  not 
remember  which,)  he  besieged  a  certain  Catho- 
lic town.  The  place  made  a  brave  and  stont 
resistance;  bat,  at  length,  being  likely  to  be 
taken,  the  poor  Catholics  proposed  terms  of 
capitulation,  among  which  waa  one  stipulating 
for  the  toleration  of  their  religion.  The  paper 
containing  the  conditions  being  presented  to 
Oliver,  he  put  on  his  spectaclea,  and,  after 
deliberately  examining  tiiem,  cnied  oat,  "  Oh, 
yes,  granted,  granted,  oertmnly ; "  bat  he  added, 
witii  stem  aetemdnatitm,  "  If  one  of  them  diall 
dare  to  be  foond  atteading  man,  he  ahall  be 
instantly  hanged,"  (under  what  section  — 
whether  the  teecnd  or  some  other,  I  bdleve 
the  historian  does  not  relate.) 

Thus  the  Secretary  was  told  by  the  President 
that  he  had  not  the  lightest  wish  to  dictate— 
Oh  I  no ;  nothing  waa  nirther  from  his  inten- 
tion ;  Vust  he  would  carefully  avoid ;  the  Presi- 
dent desired  only  to  convince  his  Judgment,  but 
not  at  all  to  interfere  with  his  free  exercise  at 
an  authority  exclu^vely  confided  to  him.  But 
what  was  the  refractory  Doane  told  in  the 
sequel  ?  If  yon  do  not  conform  to  my  wishes ; 
if  Tou  do  not  Buirender  your  own  judgment, 
and  act  npon  mine ;  if  yon  do  not  eflleot  the 
removal  of  these  deposits  witiiin  the  abort 
period  prescribed  by  me,  yoa  shall  quit  yoor 
office.  And  what  was  tiie  fact  I  This  cabinet 
paper  bears  date  the  18th  September  last.  la. 
the  official  paper,  published  at  the  seat  of  Oov- 
emment,  through  which  the  Executive  promol- 
gatea  its  acts,  intentions,  and  wishes  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  on  the  20th  of  the 
same  month,  two  days  only  after  the  cabinet 
had  been  indoctrinated,  it  was  stated,  "  We  are 
iaUhoriMtd  to  state  authorized  I  "—this  ia 
the  term  which  gave  credit  to  the  annnndation 
— "  We  are  authorized  to  state,  that  the  depoalta 
of  the  public  money  will  be  changed  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  State  banks, 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  that  purpose,  and  it  is  believed  th^ 
can  be  completed  in  Baltimore,  Philadelphia 
New  York,  and  Boston,  in  time  to  make  the 
change  by  the  1st  of  Octoi}er,  and  perh^ 
sooner,  if  circumstances  should  render  an  earlier 
action  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment." We  see,  between  the  cabinet  paper 
and  this  official  article,  not  merely  a  coincidence 
of  time,  but  of  language,  as  if  the  same  head 
had  dictated,  and  the  aame  pen  had  written 
both.  The  Preddent  names  the  1st  day  oi 
October,  or  sooner,  if  the  neeeasary  arrange- 
ments OBB  be  mode :  and  the  gazette  aanonnoea 
the  some  lat  day  of  October,  and  perfaaos  sooner, 
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if  oircomstaDces  should  render  it  necessary. 
iCr.  Duane  remained  in  o£Sce  until  the  28d  of 
September,  on  which  day  he  was  dismissed.  Is 
this  not  conclusive  testaraony  that  the  measure 
was  the  President's ;  that  he,  not  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  decided  npon  it ;  that  it  was 
resolved  on  whilst  Mr.  Duane  was  yet  in  office ; 
ood  that  it  was  formally  announced  to  the 
world  before  his  dismission !  As  to  the  day  of 
his  dismission,  we  have  incontestable  evidence 
in  the  letter  addressed  to  him  on  the  28d  of 
September  by  the  President,  in  which,  notwith- 
etuidinff  an  the  amicable,  gracious,  and  affec- 
tionate laDgaage  of  the  cabinet  paper,  the  Pres- 
ident says,  '*  r  fed  oonstruned  to  notify  yon 
that  your  farther  services  as  Becretanr  w  the 
Treasury  are  no  longer  required."  On  tiiat 
same  day,  (the  SSd,)  Mr.  Taney  was  appointed ; 
and  on  the  26th,  in  conformity  with  the  will 
of  the  President,  he  performed  the  clerical  act 
of  affixing  his  signature  to  the  order  for  the 
removal  of  the  deporits,  and  thus  made  himself 
a  willing  instrument  to  consnmmate  what  the 
sterner  integrity  of  his  predecessor  disdained 
to  execute.  Such  is  the  testinumy,  on  me  nde, 
to  snstidn  the  propooitioa  that  the  renwval  of 
the  deporiti  was  toe  Prerident's  own  measore^ 
determined  on  whUst  the  tote  Seoretai?  was 
elGiU  in  office,  and  agf^nat  bia  will;  and  estab- 
lishing, beyond  contradiction,  that  the  subse- 
quent act  of  the  present  Secretary  was  in  form 
ministerial,  in  substance  the  work  of  another. 
Can  more  satisfactory  testimony  be  ever  need- 
ed t  Yet  it  is  even  still  more  complete.  We 
have  that  of  Mr.  Duane,  as  if  no  sin^e  hnk  in 
the  chain  should  be  left  nnsupplied.  In  a  late 
publication  from  that  gentlenum,  addressed  to 
the  American  people,  uter  giving  a  history  of 
the  ciroomstances  which  preceded  and  accom- 
panied his  appfnntment,  and  those  which  at- 
tended hia  eipnlsion  from  office,  he  says: 
"  Thus  was  I  thrnst  from  office— not  because  I 
had  neglected  any  duty ;  not  because  I  had 
differed  with  the  President  on  any  other  point 
of  pnhlic  policy ;  not  because  I  had  differed 
with  him  about  the  Banlc  of  the  United  States ; 
bat  because  I  refused,  without  fhrther  inquiry 
for  action  by  Oongress,  to  remove  the  deposits.'' 

Is  it  possible  that  evidence  can  be  more  com- 
plete t  Will  any  one,  after  this  exhibition  of 
concurring  proof,  derived  directly  from  the 
President  on  one  side,  and  from  the  late  Secre- 
tary on  the  other,  that  tlie  removal  of  the  de- 
podtii  was  not  only  the  Pre^dent'a  own  act 
Dut  was  oontraiT  to  the  will  and  Jndgmoit  m 
the  Secretary,  who  was  himself  removed  beoanae 
he  would  not  remove  them,  for  a  ringle  tnirfbuit 
doubt  on  the  sabject?  Oaa  any  one  rbe  here^ 
in  his  place,  and  assert  that  the  removal  was 
not  accomplished  by  the  Resident*!  aathority 
or  command  ? 

And,  now,  sir,  having  distinctly  seen  whose 
metuiire  this  is,  I  shall  proceed  to  inquire 
whether  it  has  been  adopted  in  conformity  with 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 
I  repeat  that  it  la  not  mj  pupoae  now  to 
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examine  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  act,  far- 
ther than  as  they  may  tend  to  show  a  ri^t  in 
tiie  President  to  perform  it.  For  if  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  power  over  the  subject;  if  the 
constitntion  and  laws,  instead  of  conveying  to 
him  an  authority  to  act  as  he  has  done,  required 
him  to  keep  his  hands  off  the  public  treasury, 
and  confided  its  care  and  custody  to  other 
hands,  no  reasons  can  Justify  the  osarp^ion. 
What  power  has  tiie  President  over  the  public 
treasnryt  Is  it  in  the  bank  charter!  That 
gives  htm  bnt  two  oleariy  defined  powm :  one 
to  appoint,  with  the  ooncnrrence  (riTthe  SenatCL 
and  to  remove  the  Qovemment  directors ;  and 
the  other,  to  order  a  teirs  /aeia*  when  the 
ohartor  ahall  be  violated  by  the  buik.  There 
is  no  other  power  conferred  on  him  by  it  The 
clause  of  the  charter  relating  to  tiie  puhlio 
deposits  dedares,  "that  the  deposits  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which 
the  said  bank  and  the  branches  thereof  may  be 
established,  shall  be  made  in  said  bank,  or 
branches  thereof^  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreasQiy  shall,  at  any  time,  otherwise  order 
and  direct ;  in  which  case  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaanry  shall  limnediaiely  lay  before  Congress, 
if  in  sesdon,  and,  if  not,  immediately  after  the 
eommenoement  of  the  next  aeaenon,  the  reasoua 
of  such  order  or  direction."  Can  language,  as 
to  the  officer  who  is  charged  with  the  duty  of 
removing  the  deposits,  be  more  explicit?  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  alone  is  designated. 
The  Prraident  is  not,  by  the  remotest  allusion, 
ref^ed  to.  And,  to  put  the  matter  beyond 
all  controversy,  whenever  the  Secretary  gives 
an  order  or  direction  for  the  removal,  he  is  to 
report  his  reasons — to  whom  f  To  the  Presi- 
dent ?  No  I  directly  to  Congress.  Nor  is  the 
bank  itself  required  to  report  its  periodical  con- 
dition to  the  President,  but  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  to  Congress,  through  the  organ 
of  a  committee.  The  whole  scheme  of  the 
diarter  seems  to  have  been  cantionsly  fhuned 
with  the  deliberate  purpose  of  excluding  all 
intervention  of  the  I^resideut,  except  in  the  two 
cases  which  have  been  specified.  And  this 
power,  ^ven  exclusively  to  the  Secretary,  and 
these  relations  maintained  between  hiia  and 
Congress,  are  in  strict  conformity  with  the  act 
of  ^toinber,  1789,  creatdug  and  establishing 
the  Treasury  Department,  Congress  reserved 
to  itself  the  control  over  that  department  It 
refused  to  make  it  an  executive  department  Ita 
whole  struetore  manifests  cautious  jealon^  and 
experienced  wisdom.  The  oonatitnticm  had 
ordidned  that  no  money  ahonld  be  drawn  from 
the  treasury  bnt  in  consequenoe  of  ^>propri*- 
tions  made  l»y  law.  It  rrauUned  far  Confess 
to  provide  Aow  it  should  be  drawn.  And  that 
duty  is  performed  by  the  act  constituting  the 
Treasury  Department  According  to  that  actL 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  to  prepare  and 
sign,  the  Comptroller  to  countersign,  the  Regis- 
tor  to  record,  and,  finally,  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
a  warrant  issued,  and  only  imui  in  virtne  of  a 
^lor  act  of  ifipro^iaaiHL  Each  If  refomd  to 


ABSIDOMBNT  OF  THE 


Digitized  by 


DBBATES  OF  OONGRESa 


S18 


Dbcbmbkb,  1888.] 


Bemoadof  Ike  DepoutM, 


the  law  as  the  guide  of  his  datj ;  each  acts  on 
his  own  separate  responsibility ;  each  is  a  check 
upon  every  other ;  aad  all  are  placed  under  the 
control  of  CongresR.  The  Secretary  is  to  report 
to  Oongresa,  uid  to  each  branch  of  Gongreas. 
The  great  pnndple  of  division  of  duty,  and  of 
control  and  responribflltj — that  principle  which 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  all  free  goTemment— that 
prindple,  witiioat  which  there  can  be  do  free 
govemnient — is  upheld  throughout.  Bo,  in  the 
bank  charter,  Congresg  did  not  choose  to  refer 
the  reasons  of  the  Seoretary  to  ^e  President ; 
but,  whenever  he  changed  the  depocdts,  the 
Secretary  was  commanded  to  report  his  reaaons 
directly  to  Congress,  that  they  might  weigh, 
Ju^^  and  pronounce  upon  their  validity. 

Thus  it  is  evident  that  the  President,  neither 
by  the  act  creating  the  Treasury  Department, 
nor  1^  the  bank  charter,  has  auy  power  over 
the  puUio  treasury.  Has  be  any  by  the  consti- 
tution t  None,  UMie.  We  have  alreac^  seen 
that  the  oonstitution  posidvely  fn-Uoa  any 
money  from  being  drawn  from  the  treasury  but 
in  virtue  of  a  previous  act  of  appropriation. 
But  the  Preadent  himself  says  that  "  upon  him 
has  been  devolved,  by  the  constitution,  and  tiie 
suffrages  of  the  American  people,  the  dbty  of 
superintending  the  operation  of  tiie  executive 
departments  of  the  Government,  and  seeing 
that  the  laws  are  faithfully  executed."  If  there 
existed  any  such  doable  source  of  executive 
power,  it  has  been  seen  that  the  Treasury  De- 
partment is  not  an  executive  department;  but 
that,  ia  all  that  oonoems  the  pabllo  ttaanuy, 
the  Secretary  is  the  agent  or  repreaentatlTe  of 
GongTMS,  acting  in  obedience  to  their  will,  and 
maintaimng  a  direct  intercourse  with  Uiem. 
By  what  authority  does  Uie  President  derive 
power  from  the  mere  result  of  an  election  t  In 
another  part  of  this  same  cabinet  paper  he  refers 
to  the  suffrages  of  the  people  as  a  source  of 
power  independent  of  the  constitution,  if  not 
overruling  it.  At  all  evente,  he  seems  to  re- 
gard the  issue  of  the  election  as  an  approba- 
tion of  all  constitutional  opinions  previously 
expressed  by  him,  no  matter  in  wliat  ambiguous 
lugnage.  I  iSSiSSa,  Ar^  entirely  from  the  nvA- 
dent,  ifo  audi  ooncluirioiu  oaa  be  legitimately 
drawn  from  hla  re-eleotion.  He  was  rebooted 
fntm  his  presmned  merita  generally,  and  from 
the  attachment  and  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  alBO  from  the  unworthiness  of  his  competi- 
tor.  The  people  had  no  idea,  by  that  exercise 

their  suffra^  of  expresnng  their  approbation 
of  all  the  opinions  which  the  President  held. 
Oan  it  be  believed  that  Pennsylvania,  so  Justly 
denominated  the  keystone  of  our  federal  arch, 
which  has  been  so  steadfast  in  her  adherenoe 
to  certiun  great  national  iiitereste,  and  among 
others,  to  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
intended,  by  supporting  the  re-election  of  tiie 
Prerident,  to  reverse  allher  own  Judgments^  and 
to  deuuduh  all  tJiat  she  had  built  m>l  Hie 
truth  is,  that  the  re-deetion  of  the  Fresldeiit 
no  more  proves  that  the  people  had  sanctioned 
all  the  c^ituia  prOTioiulj  ezpreaaed  Ij  him, 


than,  if  he  had  had  the  king^s  evil  or  a  oarbun- 
cle,  it  would  demonstrate  that  they  intended 
to  sanction  his  phynoal  infirmity. 

But  the  President  infers  his  duty  to  remove 
the  deponts  from  the  coDstitution  and  the 
suffrages  of  the  Ameriean  people.  As  to  the 
latter  source  of  auAority,  I  think  it  confers 
none.  Tlie  election  of  a  Preudent,  in  itself^ 
gives  no  power,  but  merely  designate  the  per- 
son who,  as  an  officer  of  the  Government,  is  to 
exerdse  power  granted  by  the  constitution  and 
laws.  In  this  sense,  and  in  this  sense  only, 
does  an  election  confer  power.  The  President 
alleges  a  right  in  himself  to  superintend  the 
operations  of  the  executive  departments  from 
the  constitution  and  the  suffhiges  of  the  people. 
Now,  neither  grants  any  such  right.  The  con- 
stitution gives  him  the  power,  and  no  other 
power,  than  to  call  upon  the  heads  of  each  of 
the  executive  departments  to  give  his  opinion, 
in  writing,  as  to  any  matter  connected  with  hla 
deparbnent  The  Wie  of  the  election  simply 
puts  him  in  a  condition  to  exercise  that  right. 
By  the  laws,  not  by  the  constitation,  all  tiie 
departments,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the 
treasury,  are  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
President.  And,  by  various  laws,  specific  du- 
ties of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (such  as 
contracting  for  loans,  &c.,)  are  required  to  be 
performed  pnder  the  direction  of  the  President. 
This  is  done  from  greater  precaution ;  but  Ua 

E>wer,  in  these  respeots,  is  derived  from  the 
WB,  and  not  from  tne  oonatitution.  Even  in 
regard  to  thoae  d^urtnunts  other  than  that  of 
the  treasury,  in  relation  to  whioh  by  law,  and 
not  by  the  constitution,  a  control  is  assigned 
to  the  Chief  Magistrate,  duties  may  be  required 
of  them,  by  the  law,  beyond  his  control,  and 
for  the  performance  of  whioh  their  heads  are 
responsible.  This  is  true  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, that  which,  above  all  others,  is  most  un* 
der  the  immediate  direction  of  the  President 
And  this  principle,  more  than  thirty  years  ago, 
was  established  in  tiie  case  of  Harbury  agiunst 
Uadison.  The  Supreme  Court,  in  that  case, 
expressed  itself  in  uie  following  language: 

"  the  ConsUtation  of  the  United  StatM^a~ 
Preddeut  is  Invested  with  certain  importaat  politi- 
eal  powers,  In  the  exerdse  of  wideh  he  la  to  nas 
his  own  jUscretlon,  and  is  aeeountid^  vaAj  to  Ua 
country  In  his  poHUcftl  ofaaraoter,  aud  to  his  own 
conscience.  To  aid  liim  in  the  performaDce  of 
these  duties,  be  is  authorised  to  appmut  certain 
officen,  who  act  by  Ms  aiithori9,and!nconfbiinIty 
with  his  orders. 

"  In  such  cases  their  asts  are  his  acts ;  and, 
whatever  ofrinion  may  ht  eateitaioed  of  the  manner 
in  which  executive  disor^os  may  be  used,  stiU 
there  exists,  and  can  exist,  no  power  to  control 
that  discretion.  The  subjects  are  political.  They 
respect  the  nation,  not  Individual  rights;  and,  being 
intrusted  to  the  Executive,  the -decision  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive is  conclusive.  The  application  of  this  re- 
mark will  be  perceived  by  adverting  to  the  act  of 
Congress  fbr  estabtbhlng  the  Dqnrtnient  df  For> 
eign  AfiUrs.  This  oBkiar,  as  Us  dntiea  were  pr^ 
aoribed  1^  that  aet,  ia  to  eanfiHm  pcadsoly  to  the 


Digitized  by 


214 


ABBJBOHENT  OF  THB 


will  of  the  Frendent.   He  is  the  mere  orgftQ 
whom  Unt  wUl  is  conu»iiue*t«d.  The  uto  of  Hoch 
kQ  oBcor,  u  an  oiBcer,  can  never  be  exsndnaMe 
by  the  courts. 

'*  But  when  the  Legislature  proceeds  to  impose 
on  tb&t  officer  other  duties,  when  he  is  directed 
pereDiptoriiy  to  perform  certt^n  acts,  [that  is,  when 
he  is  not  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi- 
deDt,]  when  the  ri^ta  of  indivldoali  a^e  dependent 
on  the  performance  of  those  acts,  he  Ii  so  Ar  the 
officer  of  the  law,  is  amenable  to  the  lawi  for  his 
conduct,  and  cannot,  at  bis  discretion,  sport  away 
the  rested  rights  of  others. 

"The  conclusion  from  this  reasoning  is,  that 
where  the  heads  of  deparlmeota  are  the  political 
or  cimfldentlal  agenia  of  the  Exeoudre,  merely  to 
execute  the  will  of  the  President,  or  nther  to  act 
hi  cases  in  which  the  ExecutiTe  poesestes  a  consti- 
tutional or  legal  discretion,  nothing  can  be  more 
perfectly  clear  than  that  their  acts  are  only  ^liti- 
eally  examinable.  But  where  a  specific  duty  is  as- 
Bgned  by  law,  and  individual  rights  depend  upon 
the  performance  of  that  duty.  It  seems  equally 
clear  ^t  the  individual  who  c<»iddera  hhnidf  in- 
jured, has  a  right  to  resort  to  the  laws  of  his  coun* 
try  for  a  remedy." 

Although  I  am  constrained  to  believe  that 
the  President  has  been  mistaken  in  asserting 
that  the  duty  has  been  devolved  upon  him  by 
the  ooDstitatioD  and  by  the  suffrages  of  the 
AmeriDBD  people  to  saperintend  the  operation 
of  exeeotive  departonenta^  and  consequently 
to  order  the  ftmoval  of  the  pnUio  deposits,  if 
be  deemed  mch  removal  was  expedient,  he  is 
diarged  by  the  constitution  to  "  teke  care  that 
the  laws  be  faithfully  ezeonted."  And  the 
question  is,  what  does  this  injunction  really  im- 
port} It  has  been  contended,  under  it,  that 
the  executive  aid  or  co-operation  ought  not,  in 
any  case,  to  he  given,  but  when  the  ChiefMagis- 
trate  himself  is  persuaded  that  it  is  to  be  lent 
to  the  execQtion  of  a  law  of  the  United  States ; 
and  that,  in  all  instances  where  he  believes  that 
the  law  is  otherwise  than  it  has  been  settled  or 
adjudicated,  he  may  withhold  the  means  of 
execution  with  whidi  he  is  mvested.  In  other 
words,  this  enormous  pretension  of  the  Exeoa- 
five  ewms  that  if  a  treaty  or  law  ezists,  con- 
trary to  the  consUtntion,  in  tihe  Prerident's 
opinion ;  or  if  a  jadwial  opinion  be  prononnoed 
In  his  f^nion  repugnant  to  the  oonstitation,  to 
a  treaty,  or  to  a  law,  he  is  not  bound  to  afford 
the  executive  ud  in  the  execution  of  any  such 
treaty,  law,  or  decision.  If  this  be  sound  doc- 
trine, it  is  evident  that  every  thing  resolves  it^ 
self  into  the  President's  opinion.  There  is  an 
end  to  all  constitutional  Government,  and  a  sole 
fiinctionary  engroeaes  the  whole  power  sup- 
posed hitherto  to  have  been  assi^ed  to  va- 
rioas  respoorible  offioera,  cheeking  and  checked 
by  each  other.  Oon  this  be  tmel  Za  It  possi- 
ble that  there  la  any  one  so  insensible  to  the 
guarantees  of  civil  liberty  as  to  subscribe  to 
this  monstrons  pretonsion?  In  respect  even  to 
affairs  of  ordinary  administration,  how  enor- 
mons  would  it  be  1  Various  officers  of  Govern- 
ment are  charged  with  the  Uqaid^on  of  most 
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important  acoonnta  of  contractors  and  others 
concerned  in  the  disbursement,  annually,  of 
lai^  sums  of  the  public  revenue.  Tlie  rqeo- 
tiim  or  allowanoe  of  a  dngle  item  of  these  ao- 
eonnts  may  fix  the  fate  of  the  contractor  or  dis- 
bursing agent.  Hitherto  this  matter  was  sup- 
posed to  M  judicial  in  its  natnre,  and  beyond 
execotive  control ;  but  let  this  new  heretty  be 
sanotaoned,  and  the  President  may  say  to  an 
Auditor  or  Oomptroller,  pass  this,  or  reject 
that  item  in  the  account,  (such  is  my  opinion 
of  the  law ;)  and  if  yon  do  not,  I  will  re- 
move yon  from  office.  Let  this  doctrine  be 
once  established,  and  there  is  an  end  to  alt  reg- 
ulated Government,  to  all  civil  Uberty.  It  wfll 
become  a  machine  aia^J*  enough.  There  will 
be  bat  one  will  in  the  otate ;  oat  one  bed,  wd 
that  will  be  tiie  bed  of  FroonistesI  All  the 
departments,  legislative,  judiidal,  and  execu- 
tive, and  all  subordinate  functionaries,  must  tie 
quietly  on  it;  bnt  it  will  be  the  repose  of  des- 
potism and  de^. 

Sir,  such  an  enormous  and  extravagant  pre- 
tenaioD  cannot  be  sanctioned.  It  must  be  put 
alongside  of  its  exploded  compeer,  the  power 
once  asserted  for  Congress  to  pass  any  and  all 
laws  called  for  by  "  the  general  welfare." 

The  charter  of  the  bank  requires  Uiat  the 
public  deposits  be  made  in  its  vaults.  It  gives 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  power  to  remove 
them;  and  why!  Beoause  he  is  placed  by 
OongresB  at  the  head  of  theflnanoeBca  theGov- 
emment.  Weekly  reports  of  the  oraditioU  of 
the  bank  are  made  to  bim ;  he  is  the  sentinel 
of  Oongress,  the  agent  of  Oongresa,  the  repre- 
sentative of  Congress,  created  by  Congress ;  his 
duties  are  prescribed  and  defined  by  Congress. 
To  them,  and  not  to  the  President,  he  is  to  re- 
port. His  vigilance  is  presumed  to  anticipate 
or  promptly  to  perceive  the  existence  of  dan- 
ger, and,  when  he  discovers  it,  his  dnty  is  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  the  public  treasure, 
and  forthwith  to  report  to  his  pnnoipal.  Stand- 
ing in  this  responsible  attitude  to  CXtngress,  and 
to  OoDness  aicme,  if  the  Frendoit  may  go  to 
that  offioer,  and  tell  him  to  do  as  he  bids,  or  he 
shall  be  removed  from  office^  what  seouritj 
rranains  to  the  people  d  this  country  ? 

Bat  let  me  suppose  that  I  am  totally  mis- 
taken in  this  construction  of  the  constitutional 
injunction,  and  that  its  true  meaning  is  that 
the  President  has  the  power  to  superintend  the 
execution  of  every  particular  law  exactly  as 
Congress  intended  it,  what  was  it  his  duty  to 
do  in  tills  case,  under  that  Interpretation  of  the 
constitution  t  The  law  aathorized  the  Seere- 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  on  his  own  responsibility, 
to  remove  the  depouts.  It  commanded  him^ 
it  he  removed  them,  to  report  hit  reasons  to 
Congress.  The  intj  was  confided  to  his  judg- 
ment and  ^scretion  exdn^vely,  and  his  judg- 
ment was  to  be  guided  by  hi$  own  reasons,  not 
those  of  any  other;  and  tA«y,  and  no  other, 
were  to  be  reported  to  Congress.  Kow,  if  the 
Pre^dent  was  bound  to  take  care  that  that  law 
shonld  be  fiutbAilly  executed,  thea  his  duty 
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exacted  of  him  to  see  that  the  Secretary  of  tiie 
Treasury  was  allowed  the  exercise  of  his  free, 
DDbtased,  aod  uncontrolled  Judgment  in  re- 
moving or  not  removing  the  depouta.  Thai, 
was  the  faithful  execution  of  the  law.  Con- 
gress had  not  said  that  the  Secretary  of  State, 
tne  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  Seoretaiy  of  the 
Navy  shonld  remoTe  fhem,  but  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treoaniy.  The  Preddent  had  do  right, 
•ither  by  the  constitntion  or  tiie  lav^  to  go  to 
the  other  Secretaries,  and  ask  them  how  a  ser- 
-vice  shonld  be  performed,  which  was  confided 
exolosively  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  He  might  as  well  have  B»ed 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  how  a  movement 
of  the  army  should  be  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  as  to  have  consulted  this  latter  officer 
how  a  financial  operation  should  be  executed, 
not  only  not  committed  to  him,  but  asMgned 
exclnnvely  to  another.  It  was  not  to  the  I^i- 
dent  and  all  the  Secretaries  combined  that  the 
power  was  given  to  change  the  disposition  of 
the  public  deposita.  If  the  ehuige  were  made, 
it  was  not  (Aetr  reasons  for  itwhiofa  were  to  be 
reported  to  Congress.  It  was  to  the  Secretary 
itf  the  Treasury  slope,  exclusive  of  every  other 
flmctionary  of  the  Government,  that  the  duty 
was  Bpeoifically  confined,  and  the  measure  was 
to  be  Judged  by  Congress  upon  Am,  and  not 
their  reasons.  Can  it  be  said,  then,  in  the  lau- 
gnage  of  the  constitution,  that  the  President 
"  took  care  that  the  law  was  faithfully  execu- 
ted," when  he  took italtogether  out  of  hands  to 
which  the  law  had  confided  it,  and  subetitoted 
another's  will  for  the  will  of  him  who  was  ex- 
pressly charged  with  the  execation  of  the  law  % 
What  security  have  the  people  against  the 
lawless  condnet  of  any  President?  Where  is 
the  boundary  to  the  tremendons  power  which 
he  has  assumed  f  Sir,  every  bairier  aroond 
the  public  treasury  ia  broken  down  and  annihi- 
lateo.  From  the  moment  that  the  President 
pronounced  the  words,  '*  This  measure  is  my 
own ;  I  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of 
it,"  every  Fafeguard  aronnd  the  treasury  was 
prostrated,  and  henceforward  it  might  as  well 
be  at  the  Hermitage.  The  measure  adopted 
by  the  President  is  without  precedent   I  beg 

rion — there  is  one ;  but  we  must  go  down 
it  to  the  commencement  of  the  Christian 
era.  It  will  be  recollected,  by  those  who  are 
conversant  with  Bomaa  history,  that,  after 
Pompey  was  compelled  to  retire  to  Brundu- 
atum,  Ciesar,  who  had  been  anxious  to  give 
him  battle,  returned  to  Borne,  "  having  reduced 
Italy,"  says  the  venerable  biographer,  in  sixty 
days — [the  exact  period  between  the  day  of  the 
removal  of  the  deposits  and  that  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
without  the  usual  allowance  of  any  days  of 
grace] — in  sixty  days.  wiUiout  bloodaned." 
The  bit^prapher  proceeds : 

"  Finding  the  city  in  m  more  settled  condition 
than  he  expected,  and  many  Senators  there,  he  ad- 
dresMd  them  in  a  mUd  and  graeioai  manner,  [as 
the  Presldem  addressed  Us  late  Secretary  of  Uw 


Treasury,]  and  desired  them  to  send  deputies  to 
Fompey  with  u  offer  of  honorable  terms  of  peace, 
Ac.  As  Metellns,  the  tribone,  opposed  his  taking 
money  out  of  the  public  treasury,  and  cited  some 
laws  Kgsinst  it — [such,  sir,  I  inppose,  aa  I  have  en- 
deavored to  cite  on  this  occasion] — Caesar  said, 
'Arms  and  laws  do  not  flourish  together.  If  yon 
are  not  pleased  at  what  I  am  about,  you  bare  otdy 
to  withdraw.  [Le&ve  the  office,  Mr.  Doane  !]  War, 
indeed,  will  not  tolerate  much  liberty  of  speech. 
When  I  aay  this,  I  am  renouncing  my  own  right ; 
for  you,  and  all  Ihoae  whom  I  bare  found  exciUns 
a  s^rit  of  fkction  against  me,  are  at  my  dispoMd? 
Having  said  this,  he  approached  the  doors  of  the 
treaanry,  and,  as  the  keys  were  not  produced,  he 
sent  for  worJimen  to  break  them  open.  Metellns 
ag^n  opposed  him,  and  gamed  credit  with  aoroa 
for  his  firmneas ;  but  Cssar,  with  an  elevated  voice, 
threatened  to  put  him  to  death  If  he  gave  him  any 
Airther  trouble.  *And  yon  know  very  welt,  young 
man,'  said  he,  '  that  this  is  harder  for  me  to  say 
than  to  do.'  Metellus,  terrified  by  the  menace,  re- 
tired ;  and  Cesar  was  afterwards  ea^y  and  reacUly 
sondied  with  every  tUng  neeeasary  for  the  war." 

Mr.  President,  said  Hr.  O.,  the  people  of  ttie 
United  States  are  indebted  to  the  President  for 
the  boldness  of  this  movement ;  and,  as  one 
among  the  humblest  of  them,  I  profess  my  obU- 

Sitions  to  him.  He  has  told  the  Senate,  in  his 
esaage  refusing  an  official  copy  of  his  cabinet 
paper,  that  it  has  been  published  for  the  infor- 
mation of  tlie  people.  As  a  part  of  the  i»eople, 
the  Senate,  if  not  in  Uieir  official  character,  have 
a  right  to  its  use.  In  that  extraordinary  paper 
he  has  proclfumed  that  the  measure  is  Au  own, 
and  that  he  has  taken  upon  himself  the  respon- 
sibility of  it.  In  plain  Eng^sh,  he  has  pro- 
claimed an  open,  palpable,  and  daring  usnxpft- 
tionl 

For  more  than  fifteen  years,  Mr.  President,  I 
have  been  struggling  to  avoid  the  present  state 
of  thinga.  I  thonght  I  perceived,  in  some  pro- 
ceedings during  the  conduct  of  the  Seminole 
war,  a  spirit  of  defiance  to  the  constitution  and 
to  all  law.  With  what  sincerity  and  truth, 
with  what  earnestness  and  devotion  to  civil 
liberty,  I  have  struggled,  the  Searcher  of  all 
human  hearts  best  knows.  With  what  fortune, 
the  bleeding  constitution  of  my  country  now 
fatally  attests. 

I  have  nevertheless,  persevered ;  and,  under 
every  discouragement  during  the  short  time 
that  I  expect  to  romun  in  the  public  conndb, 
I  will  persevere.  Andif  a bonnmhl Providence 
would  allow  an  unworthy  sinner  to  approach 
the  throne  of  grace,  I  would  beseech  Him,  aa 
the  greatest  favor  He  could  grant  to  me  here 
below,  to  ^ure  me  until  I  live  to  behold  ^e 
people  rising  in  their  majesty,  with  a  peaceful 
and  constitutional  exercise  of  their  power,  to 
expel  the  Goths  from  Rome;  to  rescue  the 
pnuic  treasury  from  pillage ;  to  preserve  the 
Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States ;  to  uphold 
the  Union  against  the  danger  of  tlie  concentra- 
tion and  consolidation  of  all  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Executive ;  and  to  sustain  the  liberties 
of  the  people  of  tlus  country  ogauist  the 
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imminent  perils  to  which  they  now  stand  ex- 
posed. 


TmiBSDAT,  January  2, 1884. 
The  Public  Deporitt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonnderation  of  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  respect- 
ing the  removal  of  the  deposits,  and  the  reso- 
Itmons  thereon  ofliered  by  Mr.  Oli.t. 

Ur.  BssTON  said  he  wonld  take  leave,  befi}re 
he  took  np  ^e  sabject  under  debate,  to  vindi- 
cate an  officer  of  the  Senate  who  had  been 
mynstly  assailed,  and  who  had  not  the  right  of 
speaking  for  himself.  He  allnded  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  (Ur.  Lowrie,)  and  to  the 
threat  publicly  expressed  in  open  debate  by  a 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Cl&t,)  to  move 
to  expel  him  from  his  office  if  he  should  remove 
any  of  his  clerks  for  their  political  opinions. 
The  threat  implied  a  knowledge  or  belief  that 
the  Secretary  intended  to  make  snoh  removals; 
when,  in  point  of  fact,  no  snoh  intention 
ffldstoi.  The  Semetary  now  had  eveij  cleriE  in 
his  office  who  was  in  it  when  he  oame  in  many 
years  ago.  He  was  living  in  the  atmost  har- 
mony with  these  clerks,  and  conld  not  bnt  feel 
himself  deeply  wounded  by  a  threat,  whtdi 
raised  an  implication  which  had  no  manner  of 
existence.  Mr.  6.  said  that  an  acquaintance  of 
fourteen  years  with  the  Secretary  enabled  him 
to  say  that  he  was  incapable  of  the  dishonorable 
conduct  attributed,  by  implication,  to  him; 
that  he  was  a  hi^h  exemplification  of  the  char- 
acter of  a  Obristian  and  a  gentleman,  and  would 
conscientiously  discharge  his  duties  to  the  Senate 
and  his  derks,  without  the  diditest  regard  to 
nnm^ted  tb"*!>*«.  Hr.  B.  ^o  spoke  of  the 
anlmadTertion  wldcfa  had  been  made  at  the 
same  time,  and  for  the  same  cause,  upon  an 
officer  of  another  body,  (the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.)  Mr.  B.  was  a  stranger  to 
him,  knew  nothing  of  what  he  had  done,  had  no 
opinions  to  give  as  to  hb  condnct;  bat  he 
wonld  say,  in  vindication  of  the  privil^^  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  that  the  condact 
of  their  clerk  belonged  to  them,  not  to  the  Sraate, 
and  tiiat  it  was  nnparliamentttfy  for  the  Senate 
to  take  notice  of  it. 

Kr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  the  resolutions  submit^  by  a  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Ol&t,)  on  the  removal  of 
the  public  deposits  from  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States,  and  atdced  for  the  reading  of  the 
nsolntions. 

The  Secretary  read  them  as  follows : 

**  1.  Retolved,  That  by  difmissing  the  Itte  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasttry,  becaosa  he  would  not,  con- 
trary to  his  sense  of  bis  own  duty,  remove  the 
money  of  the  Uoited  States  in  depont  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches,  lu  coq- 
fonnity  with  the  Fresdent'a  opinion;  and  by  ap- 
pointing bis  successor  to  effect  such  removal,  which 
has  l>een  done,  the  Preddent  has  assumed  the  exer- 
elae  ot  a  power  over  the  Treastuy  of  the  United 
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States  not  granted  to  him  by  tbe  constitation  and 
laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  Uberties  of  the  people. 

"  2.  JtetolMt  That  the  reasons  asnigoed  by  tbe 
Secretary  of  llie  Ti'easnry  for  Uie  removal  of  Ae 
money  of  tbe  United  States,  deposited  in  tbe  Bank 
of  the  United  States  nnd  its  branches,  oommonl- 
coted  to  Congreaa  on  ihc  8d  day  of  Deoembor,  IBU, 
are  uosatis&ctory  and  insoflbnent.** 

Iff.  B.  saiA  that  the  first  of  these  resolutions 

contained  impeachable  matter,  and  was  in  fact, 
though  not  in  form,  a  direct  impeachment  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  He  recited 
the  oonstitntional  provision,  that  the  President 
might  bo  impeached — 1st,  for  treason;  2df 
for  bribery ;  So,  for  high  crimes ;  4th,  for  misde- 
meanors ;  and  said  that  the  first  resolution . 
chai^;ed  both  a  high  crime  and  a  misdemeanor 
upon  the  President ;  a  high  crime,  in  violating 
the  laws  and  constitution,  to  obtain  a  power 
over  the  public  treasure,  to  the  danger  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people;  and  a  misdwie«ior, 
in  dismissing  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
thnn  office.  Mr.  B.  ttM  that  the  terms  of  the 
resolution  were  saffieientiy  explicit  to  define 
a  high  crime,  within  the  meanmg  of  the  con- 
stitution, without  having  recourse  to  the  argu- 
ments and  declarations  used  by  the  mover  in 
illustration  of  his  meaning ;  but,  if  any  doubt 
remmned  on  that  head,  it  would  be  removed 
by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  argument,  and 
especially  that  port  of  it  which  compared  the 
President's  condnct  to  that  of  Caesar,  in  seiziDg 
the  public  treasure,  to  aid  him  iu  putting  an 
end  to  the  liberties  of  liia  country ;  and  every 
Senator,  in  voting  upon  it,  wonld  vote  as  di- 
rectiy  upon  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, as  if  he  was  responding  to  the  question 
of  gniity  or  not  guilty,  in  the  ooncludii^  scene 
of  a  formal  impeachment. 

We  are  then,  s^d  Hr.  B.,  trying  an  impeach- 
ment I  But  how  t  The  constitution  gives  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  the  sole  power 
to  originate  impeachments;  yet  we  originate 
this  impeachment  ourselves,  Tbe  constitution 
gives  the  accused  a  right  to  be  present ;  bnt 
he  is  not  here.  It  requires  the  Senate  to  be 
sworn  as  Judges;  hut  we  are  not  so  sworn. 
It  requires  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States 
to  preside  when  the  Preudent  is  tried;  but 
the  Chief  Justice  is  not  pre^ding.  It  gives 
the  House  of  Representatives  a  right  to  be 
present,  and  to  manage  the  prosecution:- but 
neither  the  House  nor  its  mwagers  are  nne. 
It  requires  the  forms  of  criminal  justioe  to  bo 
strictly  observed;  yet  all  these  forms  are 
neglected  and  violated.  It  is  a  proceeding  in 
which  the  first  Magistrate  of  the  republic  is 
to  be  tried  without  being  heard,  and  in  which 
his  accusers  are  to  act  as  bis Judges  I 

Mr.  B.  called  upon  the  Senate  to  consider 
well  what  they  did  before  they  proceeded  fur- 
ther in  the  consideration  of  this  resolution.  He 
called  upon  them  to  ocmsider  what  was  due  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  whose  pdvUego 
was  invaded,  ana  who  had  «  right  to  send  a 
message  to  the  Senate^  compltfniiig  ot  the  inro- 
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eeediDg,  and  demuiding  its  abandonment.  He 
eoi\jured  them  to  coDBider  what  was  due  to  Uie 
President,  who  was  tbns  to  be  tried  in  his  ab- 
sence for  a  most  enormons  crime ;  what  was 
dne  to  the  Senate  itself,  in  tbns  combining  the 
hioompatible  characters  of  accasers  and  judges, 
and  which  would  itself  be  judged  bjr  Europe 
and  America.  He  dwelt  particularlj  on  the 
figure  which  the  Senate  would  make  in  going 
OD  wiUi  the  oonrideration  of  this  residntion. 
It  aocniwd  the  Prestdent  of  Tiolating  the  omsti- 
tntioD,  and  itself  oommitted  twenty  violations 
of  the  same  ooDstitotton  in  racing  the  acca- 
sation  t  It  accused  him  of  violating  a  single 
law,  and  itself  violftted  all  the  laws  of  criminal 
Dstice  in  prosecating  him  for  it  It  charged 
im  with  designs  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  citizens,  and  immediatdj  trampled  upon 
the  rigbts  of  all  citizens,  in  the  person  of  their 
Chief  Magistrate. 

Mr.  B.  descanted  upon  ^e  extraordinuy 
CH^anizotton  of  the  Senate,  and  drew  an  argu- 
ment from  it  in  ftvor  of  the  reserve  and  deeo- 
mm  of  their  {nroceediugs.  The  Senate  were 
lAwrivers,  and  to  iflq>ect  the  laws  already 
made ;  thej  were  the  ocmmtational  adviaera  cff 
the  Preddent,  and  shonld  observe,  as  nearly  as 
possible,  the  oivil  relations  which  the  office  of 
adviser  presumes ;  they  might  be  his  Judges, 
and  should  be  tbe  last  in  the  woM  to  stir  up 
an  aconsation  against  him,  to  prejudge  his  guilt, 
or  to  attack  his  character  with  defamatory  lan- 
guage. Decorum,  the  becoming  ornament  of 
every  functionary,  should  be  the  distinguishing 
trait  of  an  American  Senator,  who  combines,  in 
his  own  office,  the  united  dignities  of  the  exec- 
utive, tbe  legUlative,  and  the  Judicial  character. 
In  his  Jnditial  eq;Midty  especially,  he  should 
sacrifice  to  decorum  and  propriety ;  and  shun, 
as  ha  would  the  oontagious  toudi  of  sin,  and 
pestilence,  tbe  slightest  i^proaoh  to  the  char- 
acter of  prosecutor.  He  referred  to  British 
parliamentary  law  to  show  that  the  Lords  could 
not  join  in  an  accusation,  because  they  were  to 
try  it ;  but  here  the  Senate  was  sole  accnser, 
and  had  nothing  from  tbe  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  join ;  but  made  the  aconsation  out 
and  out,  and  tried  it  themselves.  He  said  the 
acensation  was  a  double  one,  for  a  high  crime 
and  a  misdemeanor,  and  the  latter  a  more 
flagrant  proceeding  thou  the  former;  for  it 
assomed  to  know  for  what  cause  the  President 
had  ^smissed  hia  late  SeOTetarj,  and  undertook 
to  ttr  the  FreMdent  for  a  thing  which  was  not 
triable  or  impeaobable. 

From  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  it 
had  been  settled  that  the  President's  rig^t  to 
dismiss  bis  Secretaries  reeolted  from  his  con- 
stitutional obligations  to  see  that  the  laws  were 
fiuthftiUy  executed.  Uany  Presidents  had  dis- 
missed Secretaries,  and  this  was  the  first  time 
that  the  Senate  had  ever  undertaken  to  found 
an  impeachment  upon  it,  or  had  assumed  to 
know  the  reasons  for  which  it  was  done. 

Hr.  B.  said  that  two  other  impeachments 
■eamed  to  be  going  on  at  the  same  ume  agunst 


two  other  offieers,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  IVeasnrer;  so  that  the  Senate  was 
brimful  of  criminal  business.  The  Treasurer 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  both 
civil  officers,  and  were  both  liable  to  impeach- 
ment for  misdemeanors  in  office;  and  great 
misdemeanors  were  charged  upon  them,  lliey 
were,  in  fact^  upon  trial,  without  the  formality 
of  a  resolution:  and  if  hereafter  impeached 
by  the  Honse  of  Bepresentotives,  the  Senate, 
if  they  believed  what  they  heard,  woold  be 
ready  to  pronoonoe  Judgment  and  remove 
them  from  office,  without  farther  examina- 
tion. 

Mr.  B.  then  addressed  himself  to  tbe  Vice 
President,  (Mr.  Van  Btjekn,)  upon  the  covelty 
of  the  scene  which  was  going  on  before  him, 
and  the  great  change  which  had  taken  place  since 
he  served  in  tbe  Senate.  He  commended  the  pecu* 
liar  delicacy  and  decorum  of  the  Vice  President 
himself,  who,  in  six  years'  service,  in  high  party 
times,  and  in  a  decided  opposition,  never  uttered 
a  word,  eithw  in  open  or  secret  session,  which 
could  have  wounded  the  feelings  oi  a  political 
adversary,  if  he  had  been  present  ana  heard 
it.  He  extolled  the  decorum  of  the  oppoed- 
tion  to  President  Adams's  administration,  if 
there  was  one  brilliant  exception,  the  error  was 
redemed  by  classic  wit,  and  the  heroic  readiness 
with  which  a  noble  heart  bared  its  bosom  to 
the  bullets  of  those  who  felt  aggrieved.  Still 
addressing  himself  to  the  Vice  President,  Mr.  B. 
said  that  if  be  ^ould  receive  some  hits  in  the 
place  where  he  sat,  without  the  right  to  reply, 
he  must  find  consolation  in  tlie  case  of  bis  most 
iUostrions  predecessor,  the  great  apostle  of 
American  uberty,  (Mr.  JefiTerson,)  who  often 
told  his  friends  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
been  cat  at  when  presiding  over  the  Senate, 
and  perscmolly  annoyed  by  the  inferior — no, 
young  and  inconsiderate — ^memberB  of  the  flede- 
rol  party. 

Mr.  6.  returned  to  the  point  in  debate.  The 
President,  he  repeated,  was  on  trial  for  a  high 
crime,  in  seizing  the  public  treasure  in  violation 
of  the  laws  and  tbe  constitution.  Was  the  charge 
true !  Does  the  act  which  he  has  done  deserve 
the  definition  which  has  been  put  upon  it  ?  He 
had  made  up  his  own  mind  that  the  pnblio 
deposits  ought  to  be  removed  from  tbe  Bank 
of  tbe  United  States.  He  communicated  that 
opinion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  tbe 
Secretary  refused  to  remove  them ;  the  Presi- 
dent removed  him,  and  appointed  a  Secretary 
who  gave  the  order  which  he  thought  the  occa- 
sion required.  All  this  he  did  in  virtue  of  big 
constitutional  obligation  to  see  the  laws  faith- 
fully executed ;  and  in  obedience  to  the  same 
sense  of  duty  which  would  lead  him  to  dismiss 
a  Secretary  of  "War,  or  of  the  Navy,  who  wonid 
refuse  to  give  an  order  for  troops  to  march,  or 
a  fleet  to  sail.  True,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to  direct  tbe  removal 
of  the  deposits ;  but  the  constitution  makes  it 
tbe  duty  of  tiie  Preddent  to  see  that  the  Secre- 
tary praforma  hia  dxitj ;  and  the  eonstitntion  ie 
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as  mach  abore  law  as  the  President  is  above  the 
Secretory. 

The  President  is  oa  trial  for  a  misdemeanor — 
for  dismissing  bis  Secretary  without  safficient 
cause.  To  uiis  accosation  there  are  ready 
aoawers :  first,  that  the  President  may  dismiss 
bis  Secretaries  without  canae;  seoondly,  that 
the  Senate  has  no  cognizance  of  the  case; 
tbirdly,  that  the  Senate  cannot  assume  to  know 
for  what  cause  the  Secretary  in  qnestioa  was 
^smissed. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  on  trial.  In 
order  to  get  at  the  President,  it  was  fonnd 
necessary  to  get  at  a  gentleman  who  had  do 
voice  on  this  floor.  It  bad  been  found  neces- 
eaiy  to  assail  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  a 
manner  heretofore  unexampled  in  the  history 
of  the  Senate.  His  religion,  bis  Hilitio&  his 
Teraoity,  bis  nnderBtondinf^  bis  Hissonii  re- 
striction Tote,  had  all  been  arraigned.  Hr.  B. 
said  be  would  leave  bis  ntUgkm  to  the  OoDsti- 
tutioD  of  tiie  United  States,  Oatbolio  as  b«  was, 
and  although  "  the  Presbyterian  might  out  off 
his  head  the  first  time  he  went  to  mass."  His 
understanding  he  would  leave  to  himself.  The 
bead  which  could  throw  the  paper  which  was 
taken  for  a  stone  on  this  floor ;  but  wltich  was, 
in  fact,  a  double-headed  chain  shot  fired  firom 
a  forty-eight  pounder,  carrying  suls,  masts, 
rigging,  all  before  it,  was  the  head  that  ooula 
taKe  care  of  itself.  His  veracity  would  be 
a^jonrned  to  the  trial  which  was  to  take  place 
for  miiMiuotlng  a  letter  of  Secretary  Crawford, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  would  end  as  the  charge 
did  for  suppressing  a  letter  whidi  was  printed 
m  extmao  unong  our  documents,  and  withhold- 
ing the  name  and  compensation  of  an  agent, 
when  that  name  and  the  fact  of  no  compensa- 
tion was  lying  on  the  table.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  arraigned  for  some  incidental 
vote  on  the  Missouri  restriction,  when  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Maryland  Legislature.  Mr. 
B.  did  not  know  what  that  vote  was ;  but  he 
did  know  that  a  certun  gentleman,  who  lately 
stood  in  the  relation  of  tergeant  to  another  gen- 
tleman, in  a  certain  high  election,  was  the 
leader  of  the  forces  which  deforced  Missouri 
of  her  place  in  the  Union  for  the  entire  session 
whldi  he  first  attended  (not  served)  in  the  Ood- 
gress  of  the  United  Statesw  His  polities  oould 
not  be  severely  tried  in  the  tbne  of  the  alien 
and  sedition  law,  when  he  was  scarce  of  age, 
but  were  well  tried  during  the  late  war,  when 
he  sided  with  his  country,  and  received  the 
constant  denunciations  of  that  great  organ  of 
federalism — -the  Federal  Bepublican  newspaper. 
For  the  rest,  Mr.  B.  admitted  that  the  Secre- 
tary had  voted  for  the  elder  Adams  to  be 
President  of  the  United  States ;  but  denied  the 
right  of  certain  persons  to  make  that  an  objec- 
tion to  )iim.  Mr.  B.  dismissed  these  personal 
charges  for  the  present,  and  would  ^oum 
their  consideration  until  his  trial  came  on,  for 
which  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Clat,) 
stood  pledged ;  and  after  the  trial  was  over,  he 
bad  no  doubt  bat  that  the  Seoretsir  of  the 
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Treasury,  although  a  Oatholic  and  a  federalist, 
would  be  found  to  maintain  his  station  in  the 
first  rank  of  American  gentlemen  and  Ameri- 
can patriots. 

libr.  B.  took  up  the  serious  ehargea  against 
the  Seor^ary,  that  of  being  the  mere  instru- 
ment of  the  Freiddent  in  removing  the  deposits, 
and  violating  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
land.  How  far  he  was  this  mere  instrument, 
making  up  his  mind  in  three  days  to  do  what 
others  would  not  do  at  all,  might  be  judged  by 
every  person  who  would  refer  to  the  opposition 
papers  for  the  division  in  the  cabinet  about  the 
removal  of  the  deposits,  and  which  oonstantiy 
:  classed  Mr.  Taney,  then  the  Attomey-Generu, 
;  on  the  aide  of  removal.  This  classification  was 
correct,  and  notorious,  and  onglit  to  exempt 
an  honorable  man,  if  any  thin{^  could  exempt 
him,  from  the  impatati(m  of  being  a  mere  in- 
strument in  a  great  transsotion  of  which  he 
was  a  prime  counsellor.  The  fact  is,  he  had 
long  since,  in  his  character  legal  adviser  to 
the  President,  advised  the  removal  of  these  de- 
posits; and  when  suddenly  and  unexpectedly 
called  upon  to  take  the  office  which  would  make 
it  his  duty  to  act  upon  his  own  advice,  he  ac- 
cepted it  from  the  single  sense  of  honor  and 
duty,  and  that  he  might  not  seem  to  desert  the 
President  in  flinching  from  the  performance  of 
what  he  had  recommended.  His  personal  honor 
was  clean ;  his  personal  conduct  magnanimous; 
Itis  official  deeds  would  abide  the  test  of  law 
and  truth. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  make  short  work  of 
long  accusations,  and  demoUsh  in  three  minutes 
what  had  been  concocting  for  three  months,  and 
deUveriiu;  for  three  days  in  the  Senate.  He 
would  caH  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  cer- 
tain clauses  of  law,  and  certain  treasury  in- 
structions, which  had  been  left  out  of  view,  but 
which  were  decisive  of  the  accusation  against 
the  Secretary.  The  first  was  the  clause  in  the 
bank  charter  which  invested  the  Secretary  with 
the  power  of  transferring  the  public  funds  from 
place  to  place.  It  was  the  15th  section  of  the 
charter ;  he  would  read  it.  It  enacted  that 
whenever  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  bank  should  give  the  necessary 
ftadlities  for  transferring  the  public  fnnds  from 
place  to  place,  within  the  United  States,  or  ter- 
ritories thereof;  and  for  distribnting  the  same 
in  payment  of  the  public  oreditora,  £c 

Here  is  authority  to  the  Secretary  to  transfer 
the  public  moneys  from  place  to  place,  limited 
only  by  the  bounds  of  ttie  United  States  and 
its  territories ;  and  this  clause  of  three  lines  of 
taw  puts  to  flight  all  the  nonsense  about  the 
United  States  Bank  t)eing  the  treasury,  and  the 
Treasurer  being  the  keeper  of  the  public  mon- 
eys, with  which  some  politicians  and  news- 
paper writers  have  been  worrying  their  bnuns 
for  the  last  three  months.  In  virtue  of  this 
cluise,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  gave  cer- 
tain transfer  drafts  to  the  amount  of  two  mil- 
lions wd  a  quarter ;  and  his  legal  right  to  give 
the  draft  was  Just  as  ciear,  nnder  this  danse  of 
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tbe  bonk  charter,  as  his  right  to  remove  the  de- 
ponto  was  under  another  clause  of  it.  The 
transfer  is  made  by  draft ;  a  payment  out  of  the 
tTMsary  is  made  upon  a  irarrant ;  and  the  dif- 
ftrenee  between  a  transfer  draft  and  a  treasary 
warrant  was  a  tiling  necessary  to  be  known  by 
ereiy  man  who  aspired  to  the  illaminating  of 
a  oaaon,  or  even  to  the  nnderBtandiog  of  him- 
aelf.  To  make  this  dear,  Mr.  B.  read  extracts 
from  the  treasury  instmctioiis  to  banks  of  de- 
posit in  1639,  and  from  certain  letters  from  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  cashier  of 
the  Hank  of  the  United  States  in  ^e  month  of 
November  last,  which  would  jnstily  the  issue 
o(  the  transfer  drafts,  and  quiet  the  alarms  of 
all  those  who  thought  the  Treasurer  had  for- 
feited the  penalty  of  his  bond,  and  the  Secretary 
had  violated  the  clanse  of  the  constitnUon  which 
forbids  money  to  be  drawn  from  the  treasury 
except  upon  waijrants  and  nnder  appropriation 
Uws.  They  wonld  ^ov  that  the  transfer 
drafts  were  not  warrants ;  that  they  drew 
notitiog  from  the  treasury,  but  made  a  treas- 
ury in  every  place  into  which  they  carried 
money,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
or  its  territories,  whether  there  was  a  branch 
of  tlie  United  States  Bank  there  or  not 

^ere  Mr.  B.  read  the  Treasury  iDStroetioos  in 
zelatioa  to  the  transfer  drafts  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred.] 

After  reading  these  extracts,  Mr.  B.  took  a 
position,  and  defied  all  attacks  to  dislodge  him 
from  it.  It  was  this :  That  a  warrant  for  the 
payment  of  mon«y  ont  of  the  bcasnry  most,  in 
acUition  to  other  reonicdteii,  be  oonntOTmpied  by 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasnry ;  and  the  bank 
is  forbidden  to  pay,  and  pays  at  its  peril,  any 
warrant  not  so  countersigned.  The  transfer 
draft  is  not  so  countersigned ;  the  Comptroller 
does  not  so  ooantersign  it ;  yet  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  paid  these  drafts,  to  the  amount 
of  two  millions  and  a  quarter,  without  the 
oonntersigning  of  the  Comptrdler,  and,  in  so 
doing,  admitted  that  the  money  was  not  drawn 
oat  of  the  treasnry.  This  was  condusive,  and 
put  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  posi- 
tion of  contradicting  itself^  and  coobitdioting 
^  its  advooates)  in  the  aasamptian  that  the 
bank  Is  the  treasnry. 

Mr.  B.  took  a  farther  flew  of  what  he  called 
file  new-fengled  conception  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  was  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.  It  followed,  from  that  doctrine,  that 
where  there  was  no  branch  of  the  United  States 
Bank  there  could  be  no  treasnry,  and  no  public 
moneys.  Now,  six  or  eight  States  of  this  Union 
had  no  branch ;  the  three  Territories  had  none; 
by  consequence,  no  pnblio  money  could  be  sent 
to  those  States  and  Territories.  Again :  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  States  was  not  obliged  to 
establish  a  branch  in  a  nngle  State,  only  in  the 
district  of  Colnmhia ;  so  that  if  she  withdraw 
her  brandies,  no  wibllo  money  oould  be  kept 
except  in  FUladelphia  and  Washington.  He 
traoed  the  m-lgin  «  ttds  assamption,  that  tha 
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bank  was  the  treasury,  to  tbe  great  measure 
introduced  bj  President  Jackson  in  the  first 
year  of  his  aibninistratioQ  for  the  protection  of 
the  treasnry,  vhidi  was,  that  the  treasnry 
warrant  aboold  be  filed  in  the  bank  which  paid 
tiie  mcney.  Before  that  time,  the  Treasurer 
issued  his  check  on  the  bank  for  the  money, 
and  it  was  paid  <m  his  single  cheek ;  since  then, 
three  other  names  must  go  to  the  bank  with 
his ;  to  wit :  that  of  the  Comptrc^er,  that  of 
the  Register,  and  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry ;  and  this  formed  the  true  defence  and 
security  of  the  treasury.  The  Treasurer's 
bond  for  $160,000  was  nothing  to  a  man  who 
woald  check  for  thirty  millions  in  a  year. 
President  Jackson,  in  the  first  months  of  his 
administration,  supplying  tbe  deficiencies  of  all 
his  predecessors,  applied  the  true  remedy; 
Secretary  Ingham  wrote  the  drcnlar;  he 
(Mr.  B.)  had  read  extracts  from  It:  it  did 
high  honor  to  the  new  administration.  It 
pat  the  treasury  beyond  the  reach  of  betog 
ii^nred  by  any  Treasurer.  The  Treasnrera 
check  coidd  not  now  draw  one  dollar  without 
three  other  names  npon  it,  and  the  filing  of  the 
warrant  under  tbe  seal  of  the  treasury.  The 
bank  is  now  to  see  the  warrant,  and  to  hold  it: 
and  becanse  this  warrant  was  formerly  retained 
by  the  Treasurer,  tbe  bank  thinks  itself  the 
treasnry,  becanse  for  six  years  it  has  had  the 
treasnry  warrants,  instead  of  the  Treasurer's 
check.  Mr.  B.  here  commented  npon  the 
strangeness  of  fortune  that  President  Jackson, 
who  was  the  only  Fraddent  who  had  devised 
a  trne  and  impregoable  saf^uard  for  tiie  treas- 
nry, should  be  charged  for  seiziog  it,  and  his 
condnct  compared  to  that  of  Csssar  in  pillaging 
the  gold  which  Pompey,  the  Cpnsuls,  and  the 
Senate,  were  siUy  enough  to  leave  behind  in 
the  temple  of  Jupiter  when  they  fied  from 
Rome. 

Mr.  B.  held  that  t^e  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury was  now  acquitted ;  that  tlie  Treasurer 
himself  was  freed  from  the  penalties  of  the  act 
of  1789 ;  that  both  were  found  to  be  borne  out 
by  law ;  and  he  regretted  that  these  officers 
had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  showing  to  their 
accusers  and  judges  the  difference  between  a 
treasury  warrant  and  a  tranafer  draft,  before 
sentence  of  coodemnatifm  had  been  passed  upon 
tiiem  for  mere  d^eot  of  tiiat  knowledge. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  the  second  of  the  reso* 
Intioos ;  and,  to  avoid  aU  (jnestjons  about  order, 
he  took  leave  to  ^ve  notice  that  he  should,  at 
the  proper  time,  move  an  amendment  to  that 
resolution,  namely,  to  strike  it  all  ont,  and  to 
substitute  another  of  a  different  import. 

He  considered  this  second  resolution  to  be 
illegal,  futile,  and  nugatory.  Illegal,  because  it 
•assumed  an  appellate  jurisdiction  over  the  act 
of  the  Secreta^  of  the  Treasury,  in  a  esse  in 
which  no  right  of  appeal  had  been  reserved  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  their  joint  legis* 
lative  capaidty,  much  less  to  the  Senate  alone. 
Tbe  aot  of  the  Seoretvy  is  definitive.  Bis 
r^Nirt  to  Congress  is  for  their  informatioii,  not 
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for  their  revision.  The  condemnation  Of  his 
reasons  by  either,  or  both  Hoose?  ctf  Oongress, 
cannot  restore  the  deponta.  or  alter  th^r  desti- 
natkm.  It  will  require  a  kv,  or  a  joint  reso- 
lution, to  do  that. 

The  resolution  was  illegal,  in  assnming  & 
jnriBdiction  over  a  subject  of  which  the  Senate 
had  no  cogQizance.  It  was  a  single  resolntion, 
and  oonid  not  legally  be  communicated  to  the 
House  of  RepresentattTea.  It  was  Aitile  and 
nugatory,  in  leading  to  no  action  or  practical 
result.  It  declared  a  naked  proposition,  bnt 
indicated  no  consequence  resulting  from  it.  It 
declared  the  Secretary's  reasons  to  be  insuf- 
ficient and  unsatisfactory;  but  did  not  say 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  Secretary,  or 
with  the  deports,  if  the  Senate  found  them  to 
be  flo.  He  would  still  remain  Seorataiy,  and 
the  pnblio  moneys  would  stiU  remain  removed, 
whether  the  resolntlon  was  passed  or  r^ected 
by  tiie  Senate.  The  mover  seemed  to  foresee 
wis  Direction,  and  to  understuid  the  nnparlia- 
mentary  charaoter  of  his  resolutioo,  when  he 
aUaded  to  the  efl^t  whioh  its  adoption  mi^t 
have  upon  the  public  mind. .  He  (Mr.  B.)  denied 
that  the  Senate  was  the  place  to  adopt  barren 
resolutions  for  popular  effect.  He  doubted  the 
propriety  of  the  trial,  and  the  sncoess  of  the 
ezpeiiment  He  remembered  a  case  in  which 
the  Senate's  condemnation  had  been  the  high- 
est passport  to  public  favor ;  and  it  might  be 
that  a  TOte  on  this  resolution  in  &TOr  of  the 
honk  misht  be  equally  unprofitable  to  the 
Beuate  wnidi  gave  it,  and  to  the  bank  which 
received  it 

Mr.  6.  said,  that,  having  got  rid  of  the  out- 
works which  impeded  his  progress,  he  woold 
arrive  at  the  mun  point,  and  take  tu>  the  snl»- 
ject  which  was  more  immediately  before  the 
Senate.  For  the  sake  of  avoiding  questions 
about  order,  he  would  give  notice  that  he 
should  submit,  at  the  proper  time,  a  motion  in 
amendment  of  the  second  resolution  under  dis- 
cussion, which  amendment  should  be  sttiedy 
appropriate,  and  naturally  flowing  from  the 
course  of  the  argument  he  should  fcdlow. 
And  first,  he  wouM  take  leave  to  read  a  p^er 
replete  wltii  Awts  and  sentiments  applicable 
to  tiie  preeent  attitude  ot  the' Bank  of  tiie 
United  States  and  the  Govetnmuit  of  the 
United  States,  though  written  thirty  years 
ago,  and  a  reference  to  which  he  should  have 
frequent  occasion  to  make.  'It  was  part  of  a 
letter  from  the  great  apostle  of  American  liber- 
ie (Mr.  Jefferson)  to  Albert  Gallatin. 

[Mr.  K&im,  at  the  request  ot  Hr.  read 
the  paper.] 

This  brief  extract,  Mr.  B.  said,  soared  above 
party  politics,  and  averred  the  ^nk  of  the 
United  States  to  be  hostile  to  the  principles  and 
to  the  form  of  our  oonstitution ;  an  assertion 
which  would  be  proved  to  be  true  in  the  course 
of  this  debate.  It  recommended  the  people  of 
the  United  Stat<&  while  they  were  strong,  to 
provide  for'tbe  safety  of  their  oonstitation,  and 
to  bring  the  great  enemy  at  thdr  liberty  under 
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snboi^nation  to  the  law^  and  to  do  it  by  de- 
priving him  of  the  public  deports,  and  thua 
reducing  him  to  a  level  with  State  banks. 

He  would  now  take  up  one  of  the  reasons 
for  mnoTing  the  deposits,  which  had'  become 
infinit^y  atronger  since,  for  not'reetoring  thenu 
It  was  the  expanuon  and  contrbction  of  cur- 
rency. This  was  the  vice  of  alt  bank&  es- 
pecially powerfiol  ones,  such'  ss  the  Bank  of 
England  and  that  of  the  United  States.  '  To 
make  fortunes  for  individuals  connected  with 
the  bank — ^to  favor  gamblers  in  the  stocks — 
was  generslly  the  object  of  these  expanaons 
and  contractions ;  but  political  ends  were  some- 
times the  main  object,  and  the  acquisition  of 
fortunes  a  seoonduy  and  subaltern  one.  Onoe^ 
in  a  certain  number  of  years,  the  cycle  for  these 
opwationsoanke  on  in  England,  and  was  ^waya 
attended  witii  the  makbg  and  breaking  of 
many  fortomes. 

The  last  operation  cS  the  kind  in  England 
waaperfbnned  in  1834-'26,  and  Mr.  Baring,  who 
rave  an  account  of  it  in  the  Briti^  House  <tf 
Commons,  described  the  eflfeot  to  be  such,  that 
.many  milHons  changed  hands,  and  men  who,  in 
a  r^ular  train  of  business,  could  have  wound* 
up  with  a  dear  estate  of  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  were  left  paupers  on  the  hands 
of  the  parish.  It  was  done  by  pouring  outa 
flood  of  paper^  lending  money  to  everybody, 
then  calling  all  m,  and  lending  money  to  nobody 
but  the  &v(wites  <Hf  the  bank.  This  «^>natioD, 
Mr.  B.  sud,  had  been  three  times  performed 
in  the  United  Statea  by  the  present  bank :  first, 
in  1818-'19,  firom  mercenary  motives,  to  gaAUe 
in  the  stocks,  and  riot  on  the  distresses  of  the 
country,  and  to  make  fortunes  for  the  directors 
and  their  Maids ;  once,  in  1681-*83,  to  effect  a 
political  oltJect,  when  nevly  thirty  millions  of 
loons  were  made  in  a  few  months,  and  juddeijly 
called  for  at  tiie  appearance  of  the  Sank  veto 
message;  but  the  hiq>py  termination  of  the 
presidential  election  stopped  the  progress  of 
the  contraction,  and  gave  the  community  time 
to  breathe.  The  removal  of  tiie  deposits  was 
the  next  great  oooasion ;  and,  for  ttw  oontrao- 
tion  and  pressure  at  tiiat  time  the  bank  began 
to  prepare  as  soon  as  it  was  asoertained  that 
the  removal  would  be  made.  This  was  eariy 
in  the  last  summw.  Uany  droumstanoes,  now- 
iag  out  of  the  state  of  the  oountry,  aw  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  favored  the  operation. 
The  shortened  cr^its  on  the  revenue  bmds 
was  about  to  take  ^eet ;  the  oash  payments  on. 
a  part  of  tiie  imports  came  into  play  at  the 
same  time.  A.  great  accumulation  of  revenue 
on  hand,  whioh  made  large  balances  against 
other  banks,  in  whose  notes  much  of  it  was 
paid.  All  this  made  of  themselves  on  un- 
usually lar^  demand  for  money  in  the  com- 
mercial cities  toward  the  dose  of  tiie'  year. 
The  bank  took  advantage  of  these  droimstanoea 
to  make  her  oontraotiou  tiie  more  vident  mpoa 
the  omnmnnity.  Th«y  ive^ared  for  it  in  secret 
for  several  months  beforehand.  The  tifrt  great 
meanre  was  to  aosnmnlate  Inlla  of  exchange  in 
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the  Atlantio  oities,  payable  at  a  brief  date,  and 
all  falling  due  about  the  same  time.  For  this 
purpose  a  reaolntion  was  passed  applicable  to 
the  **fiye  western  branches,"  as  they  were 
called,  of  tiie  most  insnltiDg,  degrading,  and 
iojorioiu  natore*.  lliey  were  forbidden  to  pur- 
chase bills  of  dxchauge,  except  payable  in  one  <^ 
the  Atlanlio  oities,  and  with  not  more  than  ninat^ 
dara  to  ran.  This  axtnOTdinary  ftot  and  eztn- 
ordinary  resolution  was  commmiicated  to  Con- 
.gTMs  in  the  report  of  the  Government  directors, 
which  had  beea  printed,  and  was  now  a  part  of 
onr  doetunents.  It  woold  be  foond  at  page  31  of 
the  orifpnal  report.  Mr.  B.  called  npon  any 
member  who  stood  in  a  relation  to  know  the 
secrets  of  the  bank  to  ac6oant  for  this  extra- 
ordinary reeolntion,  which  prevented  the  western 
bankafprom  dealing  in  exchange  with  one  another, 
or  giving  any  citizen  a  bill  in  one  branch  for 
his  money  at  the  place  where  another  was,  or 
taking  from  an  exporter  of  western  prodaoe,  or 
a  drover,  a  bill  payable  in  Hew  Orleans  or 
Oharlestwi.  He  wislwd  to  hear  a  reaioit;  to 
him  the  otject  stood  rerealed — ^it  was  to  nuke 
a  great  aocnmnlation  of  these  bills  in  New  York, 
ThiladelpUa,  and  Baltimore,  towards  the  close 
of  the  year,  and  tibm  to  increase  the  demand 
among  the  merdfaanta  for  money  in  those 
l>laoe&  at  the  very  moment  that  the  bank 
intended '  to  deny  them  all  aid,  and  was  to 
press  them  for  former  debts.  The  next  great 
act  of  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  bank  was 
tecredible  and  diabolical — it  was  to  dishonor 
its  distant  branch  bank  notes  at  that  time,  and 
thus*  render  as  unavailable  as  possible  the 
masses  of  thoee  notes  whidi  might  be  <hi  hand. 

Mr.  B.  i«gretted  that  he  had  to  aUode  to  this 
act  widioD^ie  pipofs  in  haod.  They  had  been 
called  for,  Ind  rarnished,  and  were  now  in  the 
bijjida  ouhe  printer,  and  would  be  used  by 
bim  on  a  nitnre  occasion ;  and  he  tnisted  that 
a  proceeding  would  be  had  which  would  put 
the  bank  before  a  tribnntd  where  the  history  of 
tiiis  incredible  transaction  would  be  brought 
to  light.  He  alluded  to  a  $eire  faeiat  for  the 
.  vioh^on  of  the  charter.-  He  said  that  the 
notes  of  the  branohes  had  been  dishonored  at 
Kew  Yorkj  at  Baltimore,  and  at  Mobile,  about 
the  same  time ;  and  that  time,  in  the  crisis  of 
this  contraction,  and  with  such  similarity  of 
droomstaneea,  as  to  annonuce  that  all  was  done 
with  the  connivance,  If  not  with  the  orders,  of 
tbe.Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  denied  that 
tben  was  any  posdble  aseignahle  reason  for 
diahoDoring  toe  distant  branch  notes  at  this 
time.  The  bank  was  full  of  specie,  five  millions 
more  than  it  had  in  1882,  at  which  time  it  con- 
sidered about  six  millions  to  be  enough,  and 
the  president  of  the  bank  treated  as  a  more 
snrplns  about  five  millions,  which  had  been 
parted'with  in  a  few  months,  the  greater  part 
being  sold  to  France  and  England.  Yet  they 
were  refused  for  near  a  week  in  New  York, 
till  the  cashier  of  the  branch  could  first  write, 
and  then  fiy,  in  person,  to  the  mother  bank,  to 
get  leave  to  reoave  them,  peilu^  abont  flfl^ 
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thousand  dollars ;  refused  the  -same  way  in 
Baltimore,  until  a  like  communication  could  be 
had  with  t^e  mother  bank ;  and  refused  abso- 
lutely, and  without  explanation,  at  the  bank  in 
Mobile,  which  was  too  distant  to  commnnicate 
with  the  mother  bank.  Mr.  B.  said  that  he 
stated  these  facts  from  a  mere  sight  of  the 
letters  which  moved  them ;  the  proof  would 
be  before  the  Senate  soon,  and  he  should  en- 
deavor to  fi^  public  attention  npon  a  transaction 
which  he  mi^t  qualify  as  diabolical  and  infer- 
nal. The  resnlt  of  the  wht^e  was,  that,  when 
all  these  circumstances  growing  out  of  the  state 
of  t^e  country  had  mule  an  unusual  demwd 
for  money,  when  the  bank  had  increased  that 
demand  by  an  extraordinary  accumulation  of 
bills  of  exchange,  the  contraction  was  com- 
menced at  the  rate  of  several  millions  a  mouth, 
inolodiog  the  bills  at  ninety  days,  and  at  the 
moment  their  own  distant  bank  notes  would 
have  become  unavailable  in  the  hands  of  the 
holdeo^  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  energy  of  die 
Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy,  who  ooeroed  the 
payment  d  the  branch  notes,  by  tliose  cele- 
brated transfer  drafts,  for  about  two  millions 
and  a  quarter,  the  view  of  which,  and  the  fear 
of  more  to  follow,  compelled  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  relax  her  policy,  permit  her 
branch  notes  to  be  received  as  usual,  and  thns 
saved  the  community  from  the  ahotdc  of  an 
unconvertible  currency. 

Mr.  B.  had,  he  said,  already  demonstrated 
that  the  present  pressure  in  the  money  market  » 
was  not  only  unnecessary,  but  wanton.  He 
would  now  proceed  to  prove  that  the  curtail- 
ment, BO  reprehenrible  in  itael^  was  conducted 
in  a  manner  which  was  illegal,  and  nolated 
the  charter (tf  the  bank;  and, in  toe  next  plao^ 
he  woold  prove  that  the  cnrt^hnmt  was  un- 
equal and  partial  in  its  character  and  operation. 
He  hoped  that  he  fully  felt  the  responsibility 
which  he  undertook  in  maldng  charges  agaiust 
any  individuals,  or  bodies  corporate  out  of  this 
House ;  and  it  was  fh>m  the  thorough  convic- 
tion that  what  he  asserted  could  be  proved, 
that  he  was  induced  to  bring  forward  these 
charges ;  and,  moreover,  it  was  his  intention  to 
give  the  United  States  Bank  a  fair  and  full 
opportunity  to  vindicate  itself  bom  the  charges, 
it  they  were  unfounded. 

First,  the  mode  of  curtulment  was  illegal. 
He  repeated  the  vords  of  the  charter,  stating 
that  tiie  business'  of  tbe  bank  could  not  he 
transacted  by  less  than  seven  directors,  one  of 
whom  should  be  the  president.  These  being 
the  words,  he  held  that  the  curtailment  of 
twelve  millions  in  five  months  was  a  portion  of 
that  business  which  could  be  legally  transacted 
only  by  a  board  of  directors.  Now,  sir,  here 
is  a  paper  that  has  come  before  us  as  a  public 
document,  and  may  be  taken  as  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  what  it  contains  till  it  is  contradicted. 

gfr.  B.  then  read  fVom  the  memorial  of  the 
overnment  directors  a  paragraph^  and  then 
said :] 

Tbia,  sir,  ahows  that  the  onrt^Iment  waa  not 
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made  by  the  board  of  directors,  nor  even  bj  a 
committee  appointed  by  tJie  boM^  but  by  the 
president.  Yes,  sir,  this  enormons  pressure, 
which  was  to  bear  upon  the  whole  community, 
was  the  work  of  one  single  individual.  It 
pean  that  the  removal  of  the  deports  being  aop- 
posed  to  be  probable,  the  iHmk  began  to  take 
steps  to  meet  it,  as  early  as  Uaj  or  June,  by 
curtailing  its  bnsiness. 

The  Government  directors  give  us  en  acconnt, 
in  a  narrative  of  several  p^es,  of  the  steps 
taken  to  get  at  the  redaction  to  be  made.  He 
read,  first,  an  order  of  the  board,  in  May,  directs 
ing  a  committee  to  report  a  plan  of  curtailment ; 
and  he  remarked,  so  far,  so  good.  That  reso- 
lution he  held  to  be  a  wise  one,  bnt  that  was  by 
the  board,  and  was  legal.  Be  read  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  18th  of  Angost,  and  the  whole  hi»- 
tory  of  the  curtailment,  from  the  report  <tf  the 
.GoTenunent  directors.  * 

[Here  Hr.  B.  read  extracts  from  the  report  to 
■how  that  the  moneyed  powers  of  the  bank,  confided 
by  the  charter  to  a  Board  of  Directors,  never  to  be 
'less  than  one-half  of  the  whole  number,  had  been 
delegated  to  an  exchange  committee,  of  which  the 
president  of  the  bank  was  KM>ffiao  one,  and  that 
he  did  the  bu^ness  of  the  committee  himself, 
making  great  curtailments  on  the  badness  commu- 
nity to  create  distress,  and  enonooos  loans  to 
friends  and  favorites — $100,000  to  one  iadividoal, 
and  $1,100,000  continued  to  another  for  two 
yean :  and  remarked  upon  ^em  to  show  the  wan- 
ton, vicked,  and  cormpt  design  of  (he  cnrtaihnent 
and  presmre  which  the  bank  was  maUng.] 

Although  the  board  had  the  same  day  refhsed 
the  p^>er  of  good  men,  merchants  in  the  city, 
on  the  ISth  of  Au^st,  when  the  curtail- 
ment was  in  fall  operation,  the  exchange  com- 
mittee, widiout  authoritj  of  the  board,  dis- 
counted one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  an 
individaal,  and  refrised  the  business  paper  of 
mercantile  men,  thouj^  well  endorsed.  He 
held  that  it  was  an  improper  partiality,  at  the 
very  moment  when  the  screws  were  turning 
oh  the  merchants  of  Philadelphia,  to  make  such 
a  loan  to  an  individual.  Who  was  that  indi- 
vidual ?  He  figures  at  the  head  of  a  memorial 
praying  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposite.  He 
was  one  of  those  who  were  bnsy  in  getting  up 
public  meetings  and  JacsimiU  memorials  in 
favor  of  tlie  restoration  of  the  deposits,  which 
were  to  be  repeated,  in  ahowert^.from  every 
part  of  the  country,  like  the  memorials  which, 
two  years  ago,  we  had  in  fovor  of  the  renewal 
of  the  charter.  Could  any  thing  be  a  more 
remarkable  evidence  of  favoritism  and  par- 
tiality, than  this  screwing  of  one  part  of  the , 
community  with  one  hand,  and,  with  the  other, 
pouring  out  fitvors  upon  those  who  were  to  aid 
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the  bank  in  getting  up  exoitemeuts,  and  suiding 
memorials  to  Congress? 
Hr.  B.  read  again : 

"  Another  iostanee  was  lately  exblUted  of  the 
ii^usUce  aridng  from  this  unlimited  and  irrespon- 
able  power  of  the  committee  on  ezchanse.  The 
policy  adopted  by  the  board  has  caused  cnttail- 
ments  in  the  loans  to  the  commnnity  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. These  ought  at  least  to  be  general  In  tbdr 
operation.  Tet  on  a  loan  for  a  very  large  som, 
secured  on  stock,  being  offered  for  renewal  on  the 
6th  of  November,  all  reduction'was  refused,  on  the 
ground  that  It  had  been  originally  made  by  the 
committee  on  exchange,  some  years  before,  for  an 
indefinite  jperiod,  and  that  the  futh  of  the  bank 
was,  therefore,  pledged  for  its  coatinuanoe.  These 
resolutions,  passed  three  yean  rince,  at  a  time 
when  there  was  great  abondance  of  money,  'au- 
thorized the  committee  on  exchange  to  loan  large 
sums  on  approved  collateral  securities.'  Assuming, 
by  virtue  of  these,  a  power  which  we  believe  the 
board  never  intended  to  confer,  tbey  have  thus  en- 
tered, it  seems,  into  contracts  which  will  extend  to 
the  tem^tion  of  the  charter,  if  not  beyond  it. 
These  contracts,  too,  so  far  as  we  can  leaiu,  were 
not  reduced  to  writing ;  In  fact,  the  notes  them- 
selves were  drawn  at  the  usual  short  periods.  It  Is 
now  at  least  apparent  that  these  proceeding  were 
at  variance  with  the  tme  policy  of  the  institution, 
and  that  they  operated  unequally  on  the  commu- 
nity, whose  interests  ought  to  be  impartially  cotk- 
solted." 

The  name  <tf  this  IndiTidnal  was  not  g^ven ; 
but  there  were  cirenmstanoes  which  would 

enable  him  (Hr.  B.)  to  identify  him.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  two  years  ago,  to  investigate 
the  afiurs  of  the  bank,  reported  that  a  loan 
d.w«m  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  made  at 
one  time  to  a  broker,  who  was  a  relative  of 
the  president  of  the  bank ;  a  loai^  too,  for  an 
indefinite  term  of  years,  and  at  five  per  cent, 
interest.  This,  sir,  was  the  loan  on  which  do 
reduction  was  to  be  made ;  a  loan  standing  at 
five  per  cent,  when  the  merchants  were  driven 
to  the  brokers  for  money  at  exorbitant  pre- 
miums to  midntain  th^  credit.  There  was  an 
entire  class  (tf  debtors  to  the  bank,  who  were 
not  subjected  at  all  to  the  ourtaihn^t;  but 
tliey  were  politicians  and  fiiends,  and  men  who 
were  busy  m  getting  up  meetings,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  producing  that  iiutantaneous  action 
which  was  to  restore  the  deposits  to  the  bank, 
without  any  examination  into  the  truth  of  the 
charges  made  agiunst  it 

I  trusty  Mr.  President,  (continued  Hr.  B.,) 
that  I  have  now  made  out  the  case  of  illegality, 
partiality,  favoritism,  and  violation  of  the  diar- 
tor,  Qpon  the  testimony  of  a  document  which 
would  stand  before  ns,  and  before  the  American 
people,  as  true,  until  it  should  be  disproved. 
He  would  not  go  further  into  the  instanoes  of 
fiftv<»{Usm :  they  were  abundant,  but  time  for- 
bade the  detaiL 

He  wished  now  to  say  a  word  of  the  meet* 
ings  everywhere  gettine  up  to  influence  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  ta»  deposits — to  coerce 
th^   instantaneous  restoration."  He  had  ob- 
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served  that  merchants  were  often  engaged  in 
these  meetings.  Allow  me  to  say,  sir,  that 
my  historical  reading,  and  my  profeBsional  stud- 
ies, have  led  me  to  entertain  an  exalted  opinion, 
and  high  respect  for  merchants  as  a  body.  He 
need  not  go  back  to  the  middle  ages,  when  mer- 
chants were  the  foanders  of  States,  and  r^sed 
the  ft%e  cities  of  Italy  to  a  lerel  with  kin^oms 
and  empires.  He  would  refer  to  the  mei^ants 
of  X^guod  and  America,  who  had  a  potential 
voioe  with  statesmen  iu  all  matters  iff  finance 
and  commerce.  The  opinions  of  sach  men, 
whenever  expressed,  would  oommand  from  him 
reroect  and  deference;  but  to  maintain  their 
right  to  that  respect  and  deference,  they  must 
express  the  opinions  of  merchants  and  not  of 
political  partisans.  Their  meetings  mast  be 
tiiose  of  merchants,  in  which  they  speak  and 
act  for  themselves,  and  not  the  meetings  of 
lawyers  and  politicians,  in  which  the  merchants 
made  no  figure.  In  sucii  meetings  the 
coming  from  merchants  was  lost;  it  is  their 
owD  fianlt,  for  merging  their  own  high  character 
in  that  of  footitm.  The  heat  and  passion  of  a 
political  meeting  was  not  their  theatre,  when 
they  wished  to  enlitditen  tiie  coundls  of  the 
nation  in  matters  of  finance  and  commerce; 
and  they  must  not  think  it  amiss  if  they  shared 
the  fate  of  their  company,  and  saw  their  opin- 
ions no  better  treated  than  those  of  lawyers 
and  partisan  politicians.  Mr.  B.  then  descanted, 
with  some  keenness,  apon  the  /acsimile  meet- 
ings which  were  getting  np  all  over  the  United 
Btates,  and  adopting  resolutions  bearing  the 
impress  of  tiie  same  mint  to  coerce  Congress 
into  "immediate  action."  He  treated  the 
motives  of  sneh  meetings  with  oonriderable 
lerity ;  nude  some  cuts  at  lawyers  and  politi- 
<nans,  who  oonld  decide  all  the  points  connected 
witii  the  immense  question  of  removing  and 
restoring  the  public  deports,  withnnt  evidence, 
witiiont  facts,  without  nearing  but  a  small  piece 
of  one  side  of  the  question,  and  then  put  forth 
their  resolves  to  govern  the  opinion  of  the 
country.  He  said  he  should  not  pay  much 
regard  tu  snch  sudden  verdicts,  although  they 
might  be  communicated  by  a  procession  of 
gownmen  who  should  make  a  circuit  round  the 
dty,  like  the  soldiers  of  Joshua  round  the  walls 
of  Jericho,  and  deliver  their  resolves  in  a  blast 
of  rama'  horns  lond  enough  to  blow  down  the 
walls  <tf  the  GapitoL 

The  pressure  in  the  money  market,  Ur.  B. 
s^d,  was  a  prevailing  topic  in  all  these  resolu- 
tions and  memorials  sent  to  Congress ;  but  the 
framers  of  those  resolutions  had  no  access  to 
the  great  facts  which  showed  the  conduct  of 
tiie  hank  in  creating  that  pressnre.  They  knew 
nothing  of  the  order  of  restriction  upon  the 
western  branches ;  the  concerted  accumulation 
of  bills  of  exchange  in  the  Atlantic  cities ;  the 
extension  of  new  loans  to  old  favorites;  the 
refosal  to  curtail  friends,  relations,  and  politl- 
dans ;  the  inunense  amonnt  of  specie — five  mil- 
lions more  than  the  prerident  of  the  iDank 
deoned  a  mffioienoy  two  years  ago ;  and  above 


all,they  knew  nothing  of  the  secret  order,  or  con- 
nivance, from  the  bank  to  its  principal  branches 
to  refuse  to  receive  the  notes  of  their  dis- 
tant sister  branches ;  and  that  the  transfer  drafts, 
agaiiist  which  so  much  denunciation  was  direct- 
ed, were  the  sole  cause  of  compelling  the  bank 
to  honor  its  own  branch  paper,  and  were  put 
into  tiie  hands  of  the  depodt  banks  for  the  scde 
purpose  of  being  used,  np<m  condition  that  tiie 
mstitntioD  diotuid  reftise  its  branch  piywr,  or 
wantonly  oppress  the  oommnnit^  by  nnneoessair 
curtailments.  Men  acting  in  ignorance  of  aU 
these  things,  said  Mr.  B.,  must  not  be  astonished 
if  those  who  do  know  them  should  attach  but 
little  weight  to  their  elaborate  resolutions. 

A  great  issue,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  made  up,  and 
between  great  parties,  and  greatly  affecting  the 

f ro^rty  and  liberty  of  the  American  people, 
t  IS  an  issne  of  fact.  It  is  whether  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  has  unnecessarily  curtailed 
its  debts,  and  oppressed  the  community,  and 
used  its  immense  power  over  the  money  market 
to  promote  its  own  objects  at  the  present  time. 
The  issue  itself  Is  a  great  one ;  the  parties  to  it 
are  eminent ;  they  are  the  Government  directors 
of  the  bank,  who  afSrm  it ;  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  who  assigns  it  in  his  report  on 
the  removal  of  the  deposits ;  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  who  solemnly  communi* 
cates  the  fact  in  his  annual  Message ;  these  are 
tiie  parties  on  one  side :  on  the  ouier  stand  the 
mqurity  of  the  directors  of  the  bank,  denying 
the  whole.  The  Senate  has  assumed  to  try  this 
great  issue;  and  how  will  they  try  it?  By 
entering  the  arena,  for  and  against  the  bank  I 
By  pleading  like  lawyers,  and  testifying  as 
witnesses,  and  de<nding  as  judges !  Will  they 
become  comparators  for  the  bank !  Will  they 
enter  tiie  lists  aa  oliampions,  and  that  in  a  case 
in  which  the  laws  of  chivalry  do  not  admit  of 
a  champion  ?  for  the  bank  is  neither  a  woman 
nor  a  priest  Will  they  convert  the  Senate  into 
a  bear,  garden,  give  and  take  contradictions, 
have  a  dog  fight  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
galleries,  and  acquit  the  bank  by  dint  of  num- 
bers, without  exunination,  and  without  trial  f 

Mr.  B.  held  it  to  be  impossible  that  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  could  go  on  in  tbis  ws^, 
but  that  they  were  bonnd  to  proceed  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  known  to  the  hlsUny  of 
parliamentary  proceedings,  nunely,  an  examina- 
tion of  the  pr^ident  of  the  bank,  and  all  other 
material  witnesses,  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate. 
This,  he  siud,  was  the  coarse  followed  in  Eng- 
land in  similar  conjunctures.  It  was  done  m 
the  fomons  case  of  the  'Sonth  Sea  directors : 
it  was  the  proper  course  in  all  great  national 
emergencies.  It  was  the  only  way  to  obtain  a 
puBUo  TBiAL,  such  as  the  genius  of  our  consti- 
tution delights  in.  Committees  sat  in  secret ; 
the  public  did  not  see  how  the  committees 
acted.  An  examination  at  the  bar  of  the 
Senate  would  be  on  open  and  public  procedure. 
The  people  could  ^uaga  as  to  the  faimeas  and 
fblnesa  of  the  trial ;  fm  he  held  it  to  be  a  part 
of  the  enenoe  of  all  trials,  in  fiwe  cooutrieij 
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that  tlie  coiltt  sboald  be  opeo,  that  the  people 
might  judge  the  judges,  while  they  judged  the 
accused.  Nothing  less  gave  confldeoce  to  the 
results  of  trials,  or  better  supported  Uie  tribu- 
nals ID  righteoas  judgments.  This  esse,  above 
all  others,  demaDded  such  a  pablio  trial.  The 
sravity  and  eoormity  of  the  aoousatioo,  the 
dignity  of  the  parties  making  it,  Uie  high  tmst 
of  the  parties  denying  it,  the  elevation  of  the 
tribunal  before  which  it  was  made,  and  the 
deep  interest  to  thw  property  and  liberty, 
which  involved  the  whole  body  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  in  the  most  anxious  suspense  for 
a  just  and  impartial  decision.  To  the  directors 
of  the  bank  themselves,  it  should  be  the  most 
desirable  mode  of  proceeding.  They  should 
even  demand  it  as  a  right  It  will  nve  them 
a  voice  on  this  floor.  It  wiU  eo^le  them 
to  ooafront  ^eir  aoo users.  It  will  give  them 
snob  a  trial  as  American  dticens,  free,  and 
prond  of  their  freedom,  sihoQld  an^re  to  have — 
open,  public,  fair ;  the  Senate  for  judges,  the 
Amencan  people  for  spectators  and  audience, 
and  nJtimate  judges  over  all  concerned.  At 
ib»  proper  time,  therefore,  he  (Mr.  B.)  should 
move  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  Uie  second 
resolution  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Emtncky,  (Mr.  Clat,)  which  undertook  to 
pronounce  Judgment  without  trial,  and  to  insert 
m  place  of  it  a  resolution  to  summon  Nicholas 
Biddle,  president  of  the  Bauk  of  the  United 
States,  and  such  other  persons  as  the  Senate 
should  direct,  to  ^>pear  at  the  bar  of  tiie  Senate 
at  some  short  and  ooavenient  day,  to  he  exam- 
ined npon  oath,  aa  to  the  oaoaea  whldt  led  to 
the  Iflto  lann  curtailment  of  the  ^bti  of  the 
bank,  and  the  manner  of  oonduoting  that  our- 
tailment. 

Mr.  B.  took  np  the  next  grMt  reason  assigned 
by  tlie  Becretuy  for  removing  the  deposits; 
it  was  the  interference  of  the  bauk  in  the  poli- 
tics and  elections  of  the  country.  To  this  most 
serious  charge,  the  bank,  avtuling  itself  of  a 
mode  of  practice  known  to  some  courts,  but 
condemned  in  some  others,  puts  iu  two  pleas 
of  oontradictory  tenor ;  that  is  to  say,  she  pleads 
double ;  in  me  plea  denying  tiie  truth  of  the 
aoeosation  oat  and  onL  and  In  the  other  admit- 
ting it  to  be  trae,  and  jostiMng  it.  In  a  woriL, 
■he  pleaded  not  goilty,  aud  jnstifioation.  She 
should  have  the  benefit  of  both  pleaf),  and  in  her 
own  words ;  for  be  (Mr.  B.)  wonld  read  them 
from  the  little  book  which  the  bimk  itself  had 
prraared  and  furnished  gratis  to  all  the  members 
of  OoDgress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session.  He  had  received  one,  would  make  his 
thanks  for  the  &vor  in  due  form,  and  now 
proceed  to  nae  it 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  copious  extracts  from  the  re- 
port of  the  Oovemment  directors,  showing  ia  de- 
tail, «nd  to  whom,  enormoos  sums  irere  paid  for 
printing  electioneering  matter  for  the  bank,  and 
attacks  and  criticisms  upon  the  members  of  Coo- 
gress  who  opposed  the  recharter  of  the  bank— 


[Javdabt,  1884. 

among  the  rest  tlie  sum  of  $200  paid  to  a  back 
writer  for  a  review  of  one  of  his  (Benton's)  speeches 
against  the  recharter  of  the  bank,  (is  which  the 
speech,  of  coarse,  made  a  sad  figure ;)  and  the  far- 
ther sum  of  $f,8S0  S7,  to  a  bank  e^tor  for  print- 
ing "upwards  of  60,000  copies  of  tlie  said  review," 
and  packing  and  distribntiDg  the  tame.] 

Mr.  B.  resumed :  The  bare  reading  of  this 
statement  shows  that  the  funds  of  the  bank, 
nnder  the  direction  of  the  president  of  the 
bank, .  have  been  used,  and  largely  used,  in 
supplying  the  pablio  with  electioneering  mat- 
ter. He  would  make  no  comments  upon  that 
evidmoe.  It  needed  none.  It  was  a  case  in 
wfaieh  the  troth,  in  thii  modest,  anpreto^ng 
fwm  of  evidence,  would  do  its  bt^ess  npon 
the  understanding  without  Uie  ud  of  aigument 
or  illustration.  He  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  fact,  that  there  was  a  material 
portion  of  the  fbnda  used  under  the  resolutiona 
which  were  wholly  unaccounted  for,  and  a 
knowledge  of  which  the  Government  directors 
in  Ytan  endeavored  to  obttun.  It  seemed  to  be 
a  secret-service  fond,  such  as  the  ministers  of 
crowned  heads  had  at  tiieir  di^>osal  in  the 
European  monarchies,  and  which  was  to 
nsed  for  purposes  which  would  not  bear  the 
light.  A  poriion  of  the  money  so  nsed  by  the 
preddent  of  ^e  bank— the  one-fifth  part  of  it, 
for  the  United  States  owned  the  one-flfth  of  the 
stock — belonged  to  the  people  o£  the  Cidted 
States.  It  would  then  resnlt  m  this :  that  while 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  could  not  by  lav 
even  spend  a  dollar  oi  the  people's  money, 
without  specifying  the  object,  and  accounting 
for  the  expenditure,  the  same  people  might 
have  their  money  taken  out  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  by  the  president  of  the  institu- 
tion,  and  applied  to  objects  unknown  and 
unknowable  to  the  people ;  unknown  and  un- 
knowable, in  fact,  to  the  guardians  of  their 
interests,  whom  they  had  stationed  iu  tiie  bank 
to  wattdi  tfaur  moneys  for  tbenu 

Most  tmh  a  bank  have  the  fortiier  keeping 
of  the  public  mon^  I  Is  it  not  mongh  tb^ 
it  has  so  long  had  them  for  suoh  in<n«dible 
purposes  f  Is  it  not  enough  that  it  now  has 
seven  millions  of  the  public  money  in  its  stock, 
which  it  wields  as  it  pleases  t  Is  it  not  enough 
that  the  whole  amount  of  its  notes  are  receiv- 
able in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  aod  derive 
a  credit  and  circulation  from  that  circumstance 
which  enables  them  to  traverse  the  continent, 
and  pass  from  hand  to  hand,  without  calling  at 
the  doors  of  the  bank  for  any  part  of  that  ten 
millions  of  specie  which  lies  inacUve  in  the 
vaults  of  the  bank,  while  business  men  are 
screwed  to  the  nttennostfor  the  last  dollar,  and 
running  from  broker  to  broker  to  purchase 
money  at  any  price,  or  any  brief  period  that  it 
can  be  obtained  ?  Is  not  all  thia  enon^  for 
such  a  bank,  thus  governed,  withont  exacting 
the  tise  of  the  tatan  dtposUa  for  the  two  yean 
ithastoliTQl 
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Mr.  B.  said  he  had  now  finished  the  view 
vhich  he  proposed  to  take  of  the  reasons  as- 
aigned  hj  ue  Secretary  of  the  Treasor j  for  the 
removal  of  the  pnbtio  depomts.  He  tmsted 
that  the  facts  and  reasons  which  he  had  broo^t 
to  bear  upon  the  qaestion,  in  addition  to  uie 
intzinaio  wught  and  palpable  force  of  the  Seo- 
Ktar7*8  reasonings  were  snffident  to  diow 
that  the  rMSons  asngned  by  him  were  rafflident 
to  jostify  the  act  that  he  had  done;  at  all 
events,  that  thej  onght  not  to  be  condemned  as 
insufficient,  withont  a  rigorons  investigaticm 
into  their  trath.  This  investigation  was  what 
he  demanded;  he  did  not  want  a  verdict, 
cither  for  or  against  the  bank,  withont  a  triaL 
He  believed  that  all  those  opposed  to  the  bank 
were  in  favor  of  investigation.  He  conMdered 
the  House  of  RepresentaUves,  as  being  the 
ioqnest  of  the  nation,  the  appropriate 
of  the  Legidatnre  for  originating  accn- 
rations,  and  particolarly  charged  with  the 
numoTed  ooneenu  of  the  people,  to  be  the 
proper  place  fbr  investigating  the  tmth  of  the 
ohwges  against  the  institation.  He  would  pre- 
fer that  the  whole  matter  should  be  left  in 
that  Honse,  which  was  now  tally  oocnpi^  with 
the  sabject;  bnt  the  control  of  this  subject  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  fHends  of  the  bank,  and,  if 
thej  woold  prosecute  it  here,  he  mast  demand 
Investigation  into  the  tmth  of  the  Secretary's 
reasons  before  they  were  condemned. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  with  moving  to  strike  out 
the  second  resolution,  and  insert  ^'  That  Nicho- 
las Biddle,  preudent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 

StatesL  and  be  summoned  to  ^>pear  at  the 

bar  OS  the  Senate  on  the  du^  of  y  Hbm 

and  thwe  to  be  examined  on  oath,  touching  the 
canses  of  Uie  late  laive  curtailment  of  debts  dne 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  the  sud  curtailment ;  also,  to 
be  then  and  there  examined  tonching  the  appli- 
cation of  the  monevB  of  the  bank  to  electioneer- 
ing and  poHtioal  o^ecta.** 


Monday,  January  18. 
TUJhptuit  QuttHon, 

Hie  Senate  resumed  the  ooneideration  of  tiie 
report  of  the  Seoretarr  <tf  the  Treasonr,  and 
the  resfdntions  of  Mr.  Glat,  (m  the  snlgeot  ci 
the  remot>al  of  Uie  public  deponts  team  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  tne  spe^  order 
(tf  the  day : 

Hr.  Calhouit  said  that  the  statement  of  this 
case  might  be  given  in  a  very  few  words.  The 
10th  section  of  the  act  incorporating  the  bank 
provides  that,  wherever  there  is  a  bank  or 
branch  of  the  United  States  Bank,  the  public 
moneys  should  be  deposited  therein,  unless 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  that,  in  that  case,  he  should  report 
to  Congress,  if  in  session,  imme^^«ly ;  and, 
if  not  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  sesrion. 
The  Secretary,  acting  nndo-  Uie  provisions  of 
tUs  section,  has  wdered  the  d^oaitB  to  be 


[Skhatb. 

withheld  from  the_bank,  and  has  reported  his 
reasons,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
the  section.  The  Senate  is  now  caHei  apon  to 
consider  his  reasons,  in  order  to  determine 
whether  the  SeoretMy  is  justified  or  not  I 
have  examined  them  with  care  and  delibera- 
tion, withont  the  aUgfatert  btos,  as  far  as  I  am 
otHosdons,  personal  or  politioaL  I  have  but  a 
dight  acquaintance  with  the  Beoretarj,  onA  that 
little  is  not  unfavorable  to  him.  I  stand  wholly 
disconnected  with  the  two  (n-eat  political  parties 
now  contending  for  ascendency.  My  political 
connections  are  with  that  small  and  denounced 
party  which  has  voluntarily  wholly  retired 
from  the  iMu*ty  strifes  of  the  day,  with  a  view 
of  saving,  if  possible^  the  liberty  and  the  con- 
stitntion  of  the  oonntiy,  in  this  great  cnisis  of 
our  affairs. 

Having  maturely  conddered,  with  these  im- 
partial feeUngs,  the  reasons  ci  the  Seweta^, 
I  am  omstidned  to  say  that  he  has  entir^ 
fjsiled  to  make  out  his  jnstific^tm.  At  tin 
very  oommenoement,-he  has  placed  his  right 
to  remove  the  deposits  on  an  assumptioii  resmig 
on  a  misconception  o£  the  case.  In  the  progress 
of  his  ai^^nment  he  has  entirely  abandoned  the 
first,  and  assumed  a  new  and  greatly  enlarged 
ground,  utterly  incondstent  with  the.flrst,  and 
equally  untenable;  and  yet^  as  broad  as  his 
assumptions  are,  there  is  an  important  part  of 
the  ti-ansaction  which  he  does  not  attempt  to 
vindicate,  and  to  which  he  has  not  even  alluded. 
I  shall  now  (s^d  Mr.  0.)  proceed,  withont 
further  remark,  to  make  good  these  assertions. 

The  Secretary,  at  the  oommenoement  of  his 
argmnent,  assumes  the  podtion  that,  in  the 
absence  of  all  legal  providoo,  he,  as  the  head 
of  the  flnanoial  department,  had  the  rig^  in 
virtue  of  his  office,  to  designate  the  agent  and 
p^ace  for  the  safe  keeping  ct  the  public  depodta. 
He  then  contends  that  lia  16th  sectiMi  does 
not  restrict  his  power,  which  stands,  he  says,  on 
the  same  ground  that  it  did  before  the  passing 
of  the  act  incorporating  the  bank.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  inquire  into  the  oorreotnees  of  the 
position  assumed  by  the  Secretary ;  but,  if  It 
were,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that 
when  an  agent,  with  general  powers,  assumes, 
in  the  execution  of  his  agency  a  power  not 
delegated,  the  assumption  reata  on  the  neoeasity 
of  w  case ;  and  that  no  power,  in  snoh  caae^ 
can  be  lowfbUy  ezerdaed  whioh  was  not  neoee- 
eanr  to  ^feot  the  object  intended.  Nor  would 
it  be  diffieolt  to  show  that,  in  this  case,  the 
pow«r  assumed  by  the  Secretary  would  bdong, 
not  to  him,  bat  to  the  Treasurer,  who,  under 
the  act  o^anizing  the  Treasury  Department,  is 
expresdy  charged  with  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  fbnds,  for  which  he  is  responsible  under 
bonds  In  heavy  penalties. 

Butj  strongly  and  directly  as  these  conddera- 
tions  bear  on  the  question  of  the  power  of  the 
Secretary,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  pursne 
tiiem,  fm  the  plain  reason  that  liie  8emetai7 
has  entirely  niUtaken  the  case.  It  is  not  a 
case,  as  he  supposes,  where  there  is  no  l^al 
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provision  in  relation  to  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
pnblio  fnnds,  bat  one  of  precisely  the  opposite 
character.  The  16th  section  expressly  provides 
that  the  deporits  shall  be  made  in  the  bank 
and  its  branches ;  and,  of  oonrse,  it  is  perfectly 
dear  that  all  powers  which  the  Secretary  has 
dwived  from  the  general  and  inherent  powws 
of  his  office,  in  .  the  absenoe  of  soeh  ptorinon, 
are  wholly  inapplicable  to  this  oaae.  Not  is  it 
kn  deer  that,  if  the  seotion  had  terminated 
vith  tiie  proviso  diredlng  the  deposits  to  be 
made  in  the  bank,  the  Secretary  wonld  have 
had  no  more  control  over  the  subject  than  my- 
seU^  or  any  other  Senator ;  and  it  follows,  of 
ooime,  that  he  must  derive  his  power,  not  from 
any  goieral  reasons  oonneoled  with  we  nature 
(tf  hu  office,  but  from  some  expness  provision 
oont^ed  in  the  section,  or  some  other  part  of 
the  act.  It  has  not  been  attempted  to  be  shown 
that  tiiere  is  any  such  provision  in  any  other 
section  or  part  of  the  act  The  only  control, 
that,  whidi  the  Secretary  can  rightfiil^  d^ 
orer  the  depodts,  is  oont^dned  in  the  provldon 
whidk  direets  that  the  depodts  shall  be  made 
in  tbe  bank,  unless  otherwise  CMrdered  by  the 
Seoretaxy  of  the  Treasniy;  which  brin^  the 
whole  question,  in  referenoe  to  the  deposits,  to 
extent  of  the  power  which  Congress  in- 
tended to  confer  upon  the  Secretary,  in  these 
f^w  words — "  nnless  otherwise  ordered." 

In  ascertaining  the  intention  of  Oongress. 
I  lay  it  down  as  a  rale,  which,  I  suppose,  will 
not  be  controverted,  that  all  politicd  powers 
under  onr  free  institutions  are  trust  powers, 
and  not  rights,  liberties,  or  immunities,  oelong- 
ing  personally  to  the  officer.  I  also  lay  it 
down  as  a  nue,  not  less  incontrovertible,  that 
trint  poweTB  are  necessarily  limited  (nnleaa 
there  be  xnne  express  proridon  to  the  oonr 
truy)  to  tibe  sattjeot,  matter,  and  ol^ect  d  the 
tmst  This  briogs  ns  to  the  question— what  is 
the  snljeot  and  object  of  the  trust  in  this  case? 
The  whole  section  relates  to  deposits — to  the 
safe  and  faithftd  keeping  of  the  public  funds. 
With  this  view  they  are  directed  to  be  made  in 
tbe  bank.  -  With  the  same  view,  and  in  order 
to  increase  the  security,  power  was  conferred 
on  the  Secretary  to  witnhold  the  deposits; 
ai^  with  the  same  view,  he  is  directed  to 
report  Ms  reasons  for  the  removal  to  Oongress. 
AU  have  one  common  object — the  secnrity  of 
the  public  Ainds.  To  this  point  the  whole 
section  ctmverges.  The  language  of  Oongress, 
fdrly  understood,  is,  we  nave  sdeeted  the 
bank,  because  we  confide  in  it  as  a  si^e  and 
faithful  agent,  to  keep  the  pnblio  money ;  but, 
to  prevent  the  abuse  of  so  important  a  trust, 
we  invest  the  Secretary  with  power  to  remove 
the  depodts,  with  a  view  to  thdr  increased 
security.  And,  lest  the  Secretary,  on  his  part, 
should  abuse  so  important  a  trust,  and  in  order 
still  farther  to  increase  that  secnrity,  we  direct, 
in  case  of  removal,  tliat  he  shall  report  his 
reasons.  It  is  obvious,  under  this  view  of  the 
subject,  that  the  Secretary  has  no  right  to  act 
in  relation  to  the  depodt^  bnt  with  a  view  to 


their  increased  secnrity ;  that  he  has  no  ri^t 
to  order  them  to  be  withhdd  from  the  bank  so 
long  as  the  funds  are  in  safety,  and  the  bank 
has  faithfuUy  performed  the  duties  imposed  in 
relation  to  them :  and  not  even  then,  nnless 
the  depodts  can  be  placed  in  safer  and  moro 
faithful  hands.  That  sudi  was  the  opinion  of 
the  EzeontiTe,  in  tiie  first  instanoe^  we  ban 
demonstrative  proof  in  the  ICessaoe  of  the  Fred- 
dent  to  Congress  at  the  dose  of  we  last  sesdon^ 
wMeh  plaoM  the  snljeot  of  the  rempvd  of  the 
depodta  ezdndvely  on  the  question  of  their 
safety ;  and  that  sodi  was  also  the  opinion 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  then,  we  have 
equally  oondudve  prooi^  from  the  vote  of  that 
body,  that  the  pubUo  fnnds  in  the  bank  were 
safe;  which  was  understood  at  that  time  on 
all  sides,  by  frienda  and  foes,  as  dedding  the 
question  of  the  removd  of  the  depodts. 

The  extent  of  the  power  intended  to  be 
conferred  being  established,  the  question  now 
arises — Has  the  Secretary  transcended  its  limit  I 
Itcan  seandy  be  necessary  to  a^e  this  pdnt. 
It  is  not  even  {oretended  that  the  pnUio  depodts 
were  in  dange^  or  tiiat  the  bank  had  not  fidth- 
ftilly  perfmnea  all  the  duties  imposed  <ni  it  in 
relation  to  tiiem ;  nor  that  the  Secretary  placed 
the  money  in  ssfer  or  in  more  fdthful  hands. 
So  far  otherwise,  there  is  not  a  man  who  hears 
me  who  will  not  admit  that  the  pnblic  moneys 
are  now  less  safe  than  they  were  in  tho  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  And  I  will  venture  to 
assert  that  not  a  capitalist  can  be  found  who 
woolanotask  a  considerably  higher  percentage 
to  insure  them  in  their  present,  than  in  the 
place  of  deposit  designated  by  law.  If  these 
views  are  correct,  and  I  hold  them  to  be  nn- 
qnestiiniaUe,  the  qneetioa  la  dedded.  The 
Secretary  hu  no  right  to  withheld  the  depodta 
from  the  bank.  There  has  been,  and  can  be, 
bnt  (me  ai^[ument  advanced  in  favw  of  his 
right,  which  has  even  the  appearance  of  being 
tenable ;  that  the  power  to  withhold  is  ^veii 
in  generd  terms,  and  without  quaTifioation, 
"u^esB  the  Secretary  otherwise  direct"  Those 
who  resort  to  this  argument  must  assume  the 
podtion  that  the  letter  ought  to  prevail  over 
the  dear  and  manifest  intention  of  the  act 
They  most  regard  the  power  of  the  Secretary, 
not  as  a  trust  power,  limited  by  the  subject 
and  the  object  of  the  tmst,  bat  as  a  chartered 
right,  to  be  used  according  to  his  discretion 
and  pleasure.  There  is  a  radical  defect  in  onr 
mode  of  oanstrning  pc^tioal  powera,  of  which 
this  and  many  other  instanoea  afford  strikinjg 
examples;  but  I  will  f^ve  the  Secretary  lus 
dioice.  Either  the  inteotim  or  the  better  mxst 
prevail  He  may  sdeot  dthw,  bnt  cannot  be 
permitted  to  take  one  or  the  other  as  may  suit 
us  purpoee.  If  he  ohoosea  the  former,  he  has 
transcended  his  powers,  as  I  have  dearly 
demonstrated.  If  be  sdects  the  latter,  he 
is  equally  condemned,  as  he  has  dearly  exer- 
cised power  not  comprehended  in  the  letter  of 
his  anthority.  He  has  not  confined  himself 
simply  to  withholding  the  public  moneys  from 
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fhe  Bank  of  the  United  Btatea,  bat  he  haa 
fvdered  Ui«n  to  be  deponted  in  oflier  bai^ 
thoBdb  then  is  not  a  word  in  the  section  to 
Jost^r  it.  I  do  not  intend  to  ars;ae  the  qnes- 
tioa  "whether  he  had  a  right  to  order  the  ninds 
withheld  ,  flrom  the  United  States  Bank  to  be 
tdaoed  in  the  State  banks  which  he  has  selected ; 
but,  I  ask,  how  has  he  acquired  that  right!  It 
rests  whoUj  on  constrndaon,  on  the  supposed 
intention  d  the  Legidatnre^  which,  wh«i  it 
{^Tes  a  power,  intends  to  give  all  the  means 
neceasazy  to  naider  it  avoUable.  But,  clear  as 
tUa  ^indple  <^  ooastmetiou  ia,  it  is  not  more 
dear  than  that  which  would  limit  the  right  of 
tlw  Secretary  to  the  qaestion  of  the  safe  and 
ftithfiil  keying  of  the  public  Amds;  and  t 
cannot  admit  tSiat  the  Secretary  shaU  he  per- 
mitted to  resort  to  the  letter,  or  to  OQnatraoacHi, 
aa  may  best  be  oahmlated  to  enlai^  his  power, 
when  the  right  o(mstmotion  ia  denied  to  those 
who  would  limit  his  power  by  the  clear  and 
obTions  Intention  of  OoDgreaa. 

I  might  here  (said  Vi,  O.)  rest  the  qaestion 
of  the  power  of  the  Secretary  over  the  deponts. 
withont  adding  another  word.  I  hare  placed 
it  on  gronnds  from  whidi  no  ingenoily,  how- 
ever great,  or  subtlety,  however  refined,  can 
remove  it ;  but  such  ia  the  magnitude  of  the 
oaaeL  and  aueh  my  dedre  to  j^ve  the  reasons 
of  tne  Secretaty  the  fdllest  oonsid^adon,  that 
I  ahaU  fitdloT  him  through  the  remainder  ct 
hisreaaona. 

That  the  Secretary  waa  ocmadous  that  the 
first  porttion  which  he  assumed,  and  which  I 
have  omaidmd,  was  untenable,  we  have  ample 
pnxtf  in  the  predpitanoy  with  which  he  re- 
treated from  itL  He  had  scarcely  hud  it  down, 
when,  withont  illustration  or  argument,  he . 
passed  with  a  rapid  tranution,  and  I  must  say, 
a  transition  as  obsoore  as  rapid,  to  another 
position,  wholly  inconristent  wim  the  first; 
aoAy  in  assuming  wbidi,  he  expressly  rq>ndiatefl 
the  idea  that  the  safe  and  £uthfiil  keeping  of 
the  public  fonds  had  any  necessary  connection 
wtth  hia  removal  d  the  dmodta ;  his  power 
to  do  which  he  plaoea  on  uie  broad  aind  nn- 
Ihnited  ground  that  he  had  a  rifdtt  to  make 
Book  disposition  of  them  as  the  pnblio  interest 
or  the  oonvenience  of  the  people  might  require. 
I  hav»  said  that  the  transition  of  the  Secretary 
waa  as  obscure  as  it  was  rapid ;  but,  obscure  as 
it  is,  he  has  sud  enough  to  enable  ns  to  per- 
ceive the  process  by  which  he  has  reached  so 
eztraordinarr  a  position ;  and  we  may  safely 
affirm,  that  hia  arguments  are  not  less  extraor- 
dinary than  the  conclusion  at  which  he  arrives. 
His  first  proportion,  which,  however,  he  has 
not  ventmw  to  lay  down  expressly,  is,  that 
OmgreiB  haa  an  unlimited  control  oyw  the 
depMit^  and  that  it  may  dispose  of  them  in 
whatever  manner  it  may  please,  in  order  to 
promote  the  goieral  welfare  and  convenience 
of  the  pet^le.  Be  next  daaerts  that  Otrngress 
has  parted  with  this  power,  under  the  sixteenth 
section,  which  directs  the  deposits  to  be  made 
i&  the  Bank  of  the  United  8tate%  and  then 
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omcladeB  with  ■Mrm^ng  that  it  haa  iuveited  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  TrMsuty  with  it,  for  reaams 
which  h»  profeaaea  to  be  unable  to  understand. 

It  cannot  be  necessaiy,  before  so  enlightoied 
a  body,  that  I  should  undertake  to  refute  an 
argument  ao  utterly  untrue  in  premises  and 
oondnnon ;  to  show  that  Congress  never  po»- 
sessed  the  ^wer  which  the  Secretary  olaims 
for  it;  that  it  is  a  power,  from  its  very  natur& 
inowable  of  such  enlargement,  being  limited 
solely  to  the  eaib  keeping  of  the  publio  fonds ; 
that,  if  it  existed,  it  would  be  susceptible  of 
the  most  dangerous  abuses;  that  Oongreu 
might  make  the  wildest  and  most  dangerous 
aasodation  the  dtooAtaty.oi  thepuUio  xonds; 
might  place  them  in  the  hands  vi  the  fsnatioa 
and  the  madmen  of  the  North,  who  are  wa^ng 
war  against  the  domeetio  institutions  <^  the 
South,  under  the  plea  of  promotiag  the  general 
welfare.  But  amnitting  that  Congress  po^ 
sessed  the  power  which  the  Secretary  attributes 
to  it,  by  wuat  process  of  reasoning  can  he  show 
that  it  haa  parted  with  this  unlimited  power, 
simp]^  by  oirectdng  the  public  moneys  to  be 
deponted  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States? 
OT,  if  it  has  parted  with  this  power,  by  what 
extraordinary  prooess  has  it  been  transferred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  thoae  fev 
and  simple  words,  "  unless  he  shall  otherwise 
ordvV"  Li  support  of  this  eztrMidinan- 
atgument,  the  Secretary  has  offered  not  asin^ 
illustration,  ora  ringle  remaA  bearing  the  sem- 
blance of  reason,  but  one^  which  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  notice. 

He  asserts,  and  asserts  truly,  tiiat  the  bank 
charter  is  a  contract  between  the  Oovemment. 
or  n4her  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  hasik. ;  and  then  assumes  that  it  c(mstitutea 
>iim  a,  common  agent  or  trustee  to  superintend 
the  executicm  of  the  stipulations  oontdned  in 
that  portion  of  the  contract  comprehended  in 
the  sixteenth  seoticm.  Let  us  now,  taking  these 
stipulations  to  be  true,  ascertain  what  those 
stipuhitions  ar&  the  superintoidMUie  d  the 
eucutvm  of  which,  as  he  afflmu,  are  jointly 
confided  by  the  partaes  to  the  Secretary. 

The  Gh)vemment  stipulated,  on  its  part,  that 
the  public  money  should  be  deposited  in  the 
Bank  d  the  United  States— a  great  and  valuable 
privilege,  on  which  the  suooesdul  operation  of 
the  insatution  mainly  depends.  The  bant  on 
its  psrt,  stipulated  that  the  fhnds  should  be 
Bsutely  kept ;  that  the  duties  imposed  in  relation 
to  them  aliould  be  faithfully  discharged; 
wid  that  for  this,  with  other  privil^ea^ 
it  would  pay  to  the  Government  the  sum 
of  $1,600,000.  These  are  the  stipulations, 
the  execution  of  whhdi,  aoon^ng  to  the  Secre- 
tary's assumptjoUf  be  nas  been  ^utointed,  aa 
Joint  agent  <x  tmrtee^  to  soperintena,  and  from 
whkh  he  would  assume  the  eztnordinazy 
power  which  he  daima  over  &e  depodts,  to 
dispose  of  than  in  such  manner  as  he  may  think 
the  public  interest  or  the  convmience  of  the 
people  may  reqi^re. 

Ia  it  not  obviooB  that  the  whole  extent  of 
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power  conferred  apon  him,  admitting  his  aa- 
Bomption  to  be  true,  is  to  withhold  the  deposits 
in  case  that  the  bank  shoold  violate  its  stipnla- 
tifflis  in  relation  to  them  on  one  ^de,  and,  on 
tilie  other,  prevent  the  GoTermnent  from  inth- 
bolding  the  deposits,  so  long  as  the  bank  faith- 
ftdlT-  performed  its  part  of  the  contract?  This 
is  the  ftill  extent  of  his  power,  according  to 
his  own  showing ;  not  a  partide  more  can  be 
added.  Bat  there  is  anotJaer  aspect  in  which 
the  pomtion  in  which  the  Secretary  has  placed 
himself  maj  be  viewed.  It  oSem  for  consider- 
ation not  onlj  a  qaestion  of  the  extent  of  his 
power,  bnt  a  qnestion  as  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  dntj  which  has  been  imposed 
npon  him.  If  Uie  position  be  snch  as  he  has 
described,  there  has  been  ocmfided  to  him  a 
tmat  of  the  most  saored  character,  acoompanied 
hj  dntiea  ot  the  most  solemn  obllgataon.  He 
■tands,  tnr  the  mntnal  conSdence  of  the  parties, 
Tested  with  t^e  high  judicial  power  to  detmoine 
on  ihe  infraction  or  observance  of  a  contract, 
in  which  Govermnent  and  a  lai^  and  respect- 
able portion  of  the  citizens  are  deepW  interested ; 
and,  in  the  ezeoation  of  this  high  power,  he 
is  bound,  hj  honor  and  constneno^  bo  to  act 
as  to  protect  each  of  the  parties  m  the  fall 
enjoyment  of  their  respective  portion  of  benefit 
hi  the  oontraot,  so  long  as  they  futhfullj  observe 
it.  How  has  the  Secretary  performed  these 
solemn  duties,  which,  according  to  his  represen- 
tation, have  bem  imposed  npon  him  ?  Has  he 
TOoteoted  the  bank  against  the  aggression  of  the 
GorammfiDt,  or  the  Govwiunent  against  the 
nnftithfti]  ooDdnot  of  the  bank  in  relation  to 
the  de^ofdtsf  Or  has  he,  forgetting  his  sacred 
oUigations,  disr^iarded  ^e  interests  of  both — 
.  on  one  side  divesting  the  bank  of  the  deponta, 
and,  on  the  other,  defeating  the  Government 
in  the  intended  seoority  of  the  pnblio  fimds, 
seizing  on  them  as  the  property  of  the  Execu- 
tive, to  be  disposed  of  at  pleasure  to  favorite 
and  puiiisan-  banks  i 

Bat  I  shall  relieve  the  Secretary  from  this 
awkward  and  disreputable  poutton,  in  which 
his  own  arguments  have  placed  him.  He  is 
not  the  mutual  trosteeu  as  he  has  represented, 
of  the  GoTemmffitt  and  the  bank ;  but  simply 
ttie  agent  of  tlie  ibnner,  vested  under  the  oon- 
traot witit  power  to  witnhcdd  the  deponts,  with 
a  view,  as  has  been  stated,  to  thdr  additional 
security — ^to  their  safe  keeping;  and  if  he  had 
but  for  a  moment  reflected  on  the  flaot  that  he 
was  (Ui^eoted  to  report  his  reasons  to  Congress 
only,  and  not  also  to  the  bank,  f6r  withholding 
tiie  deporits,  he  could  scarcely  have  &iled  to 
perceive  that  he  was  dmply  the  ^ent  of  one 
of  the  parties,  and  not,  aa  he  snj^wseo^  a  Joint 
agent  of  both. 

The  Secretary  ha^ng  established,  as  he  sup- 
poses, his  right  to  dispose  of  the  deporits  as  in 
bis  opinion  uie  ^eral  interest  and  oonvenienoe 
of  the  people  might  reqaire,  proceeds  to  cil^m 
and  ezormse  power  with  a  madness  oommen- 
snrate  with  the  eztravaganoettf  the  right  which 
]w  has  assamed.  S»  commenoeB  wiut  a  oldm 
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to  determine,  in  his  official  character,  that  &e 
Bank  of  Uie  United  States  is  unconstitutional — 
a  moncqpoly — ^baneful  to  the  welfare  of  the 
oommiimt^.  Having  detomined  tlds  ^oint,  ha 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  charter  of 
the  bank  ought  not  to  be  renewed,  and  thai 
assumes  that  it  will  not  be  renewed.  Haviujg 
reached  this  point  he  then  determines  that  it  is 
his  duty  to  remove  I3ie  depomts.  Ko  <Hie  can 
object  that  Mr.  Taney,  as  a  citizen,  in  his  indi- 
vidual character,  should  entertain  an  opinion 
aa  to  the  unooostitutionalitr  of  the  bulk ;  bnt 
that  he,  acting  in  his  official  character,  and  per- 
forming official  acts  under  the  cdiarter  of  the 
bank,  should  undertake  to  determine  tliat  the 
institution  was  nnoonstitntional,  and  that  those 
who  granted  the  charter  and  bestowed  upon  him 
his  power  to  act  nndu*  it  had  violated  the  ocoi- 
stitntiw,  is  an  assomption  of  power  of  a  natoie 
whioh  I  will  not  undertake  to  duraotwize,  aa  I 
wish  not  to  be  personal. 

Bnt  he  is  not  contont  with  the  power  simply 
to  determine  on  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
bank.  He  goes  br  beyond ;  he  clums  to  be 
the  organ  of  the  voice  of  the  people.  In  this 
high  maracter,  he  pronounces  that  the  questioa 
of  the  renewal  of  uie  bank  charter  was  pot  in 
issne  at  the  last  presidential  election,  and  that 
the  people  had  determined  that  it  should  not 
be  renewed.  I  do  not  (said  Mr.  0.)  intend  to 
enter  into  argument  whether,  in  point  of  &ct, 
the  renewal  ^  the  charter  was  put  in  issue  at 
the  last  election.  That  point  was  ably  and 
fully  diaonssed  by  the  honorable  Senatws  from 
^ntnd^  QSi,  Out)  and  New  JersW)  QSx* 
SouTHASD,)  who  ooneliuiyely  proved  tb^  no 
such  question  was  involved  in  the  issue ;  and  , 
if  it  were,  the  issue  comprehended  so  many 
others,  thiU  it  was  impossiole  to  ccoijeoture  on 
whioh  the  election  turned.  I  look  to  higher 
objections.  I  would  inquire  by  what  authority 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  coostitatra  himself 
the  organ  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  ? 
He  has  the  r^ut^on  of  being  an  able  lawyer, 
and  can  he  be  ignorant  that,  so  long  as  the  Oon- 
stitution  of  tiie  United  Btatea  exists,  the  only 
organs  of  the  peoxde  o£  these  States,  so  fiu-  as 
the  action  of  the  General  Gownment  is  oon-  ' 
oemed,  are  the  several  dc^nrtmeuts,  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicdal,  which,  acting  witlun 
the  reroective  limits  asngned  by  the  consti- 
tution, nave  a  right  to  pronounce  authorita- 
tively the  voice  of  the  people?  A  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  Executive  to  interpret,  as  the 
Secretary  has  done,  the  voice  of  the  people, 
through  any  otiiw  channel,  is  to  sliake  the 
foimdation  of  oar  system.  Has  the  Secretary 
forgotten  that  the  last  step  to  absolute  power 
is  this  very  assumption  which  he  has  clumed  for 
that  department  I  I  am  thus  brought  (said  Mr. 
O.)  to  allude  to  the  extraordinary  manifesto 
read  by  the  President  to  theoabin^  and  whioh 
is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  point  im- 
mediately under  consideration.  That  document, 
thou^  apparentiy  addressed  to  the  cabinet 
was  dearu  and  manifestly  intended  as  an  appeal 
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to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  opens  a 
new  and  direct  organ  of  commnnication  hetweec 
the  President  and  them,  unknowa  to  the  con- 
Btitntion  and  to  the  laws.  There  are  hnt  two 
channels  known  to  either  tiirongh  which  the 
President  can  commnnicate  with  liie  people — 
hj  messages  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  as 
expressly  provided  for  in  the  constitution ;  or 
bj-  proclamation,  setting  forth  the  interpretation 
which  he  places  np<m  a  law  it  has  become  his 
offidal  doty  to  execute.  Going  hejond,  is  one 
mmemgat.  tlw  alsmdng  signs  of  tiw  times  which 
portend  fhe  OTerfhrow  cf  Ibe  eraislitntion,  and 
the  approach  of  despotio  power. 

The  Secretary,  haring  determined  that  the 
bank  was  nnconstitntioiial,  that  the  people  had 
pronounced  axfunHt  the  recharter,  concludes 
that  Congress  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  suh- 
ject  Tnth  a  provident  foresdght,  he  perceives 
&e  difficulty  and  embarrassment  into  which 
the  cnrrency  of  the  country  would  be  thrown, 
on  the  termination  of  the  bank  charter;  to 
prevent  which,  he  proceeds  deliberately,  with 
&  parental  care,  to  supply  a  new  currency, 
**  equal  to,  or  better,**  tlun  that  which  Congress 
had  sappued.  ^th  tills  view,  he  determines 
on  imxnediate  ranoral  of  the  depodts;  he  puts 
Iban  in  oert^  State  fnstitotions,  intending  to 
organize  tbem,  after  the  fiuhion  of  the  Empire 
State,  into  «  great  safety-fand  system,  but  which, 
mfortanately,  undoubtedly,  for  the  projectors, 
if  not  for  the  country,  the  limited  power  of  the 
State  banks  did  not  permit  him  to  effect.  But 
a  substitute  was  found  by  associating  them  in 
oertua  articles  of  i^eemeut,  and  appointing 
an  inspector  general  of  all  this  league  of  banks  I 
and  all  ttus  without  law  or  appropriation  I  Is  it 
not  anumng  that  it  never  occurred  to  the  Secre- 
tary that  the  subject  of  currency  belonged  ezclu- 
rively  to  Congrms,  and  that  to  aasnme  to  regu- 
late it  was  a  pUun  nsurpation  of  the  powers  d 
{bat  department  of  tiie  Government  ? 

Having  thus  assumed  the  power  ofBolaHy  to 
determine  onthe  oonstitationality  of  thebank; 
having  erected  himself  into  an  organ  of  the 
peqile's  voice,  and  settied  the  question  of  the 
r^iolation  of  the  currency,  he  next  proceeds  to 
assume  the  judldal  powers  over  the  bank.  He 
declares  that  the  bank  has  transcended  its 
powers,  and  had  therefore  forfeited  its  charter, 
for  which  he  hiflicts  on  the  institution  the  se- 
vere and  exemplary  punishment  of  withholding 
the  deposits ;  and  all  this  in  the  face  of  an 
express  provisioQ,  investing  the  court  with 
power  toudung  the  iofrsotion  of  the  charter, 
directing  in  what  manner  the  trial  should  be 
commenced  and  conducted,  tmd  securing  ex- 
pressly to  the  bank  the  sacred  right  of  trial  by 
jury,  in  finding  the  facts.  All  l£is  passed  for 
nothmg  in  the  eyes  of  the  Secretary,  who  was 
too  deeply  engrossed  in  providing  for  the  com- 
mon welfare  to  regard  either  Congress,  the 
court,  or  the  constitution. 

The  Secretary  next  proceeds  to  supervise 
the  greatest  operations  of  the  bank^  pronouncing 
witn  ntliorltj,  fliat  at  one  time  It  has  dis- 


counted too  fl^y  and  at  another  too  sparingly, 
without  reflecting  that  all  the  control  wmoh 
the  Government  can  rightfully  exercise  over 
the  operations  of  the  institution  is  through  the 
five  directors  who  represent  the  Government  in 
this  respect  Directors  t  Mr.  C.  exclaimed ;  did 
I  say !  [alluding  to  the  present,]  No  I  apiet  is 
their  proper  designation  1 

I  cannot  (said  Mr.  C.)  proceed  with  the  re- 
marks which  I  intended  on  tiie  reminder  of 
the  Secretary's  reaeons ;  I  have  not  patience  to 
dwell  on  aBsompti(HiB  of  power,  so  bold,  so  law- 
less, and  so  UBOonstitational:  they  deserve  not 
the  name  of  argument,  and  I  cannot  waste  time 
in  treating  them  as  snch.  There  are,  however, 
two,  which  I  cannot  pass  over,  not  beoanse 
they  are  more  extraordinary  or  andacious  than 
the  others,  but  for  another  quality,  which  I 
choose  not  to  designate. 

The  Secretary  aUe^  that  the  bank  has 
interfered  with  the  pohtlcs  of  the  country.  If 
this  be  true,  it  certeinly  is  a  most  heinous  offence. 
The  bank  is  a  great  public  tmst,  possessing, 
for  the  purpose  of  dischatging  the  trust,  great 
power  and  mfloenoe,  which  it  could  not  pervert 
man  the  object  intended  to  that  of  inflnencing 
the  politios  of  the  ooontry,  without  being  guUty 
of  a  great  political  crime.  In  making  these 
remarks,  I  do  not  intend  to  give  any  countraianoe 
to  the  truth  of  the  charge  luleged  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasary,  nor  to  deny  to  the  officers 
of  the  bfmk  the  right  which  belongs  to  them, 
in  common  with  every  citizen,  freely  to  form 
political  principles,  and  act  on  them  in  their 
private  cwaoit^  without  permitting  them  to 
influence  their  <^oial  conduct.  But  it  is  strange 
it  did  not  occur  to  the  Secretary,  while  he  was 
accudng  and  punishing  the  bank  on  the  charge 
of  inteifering  In  the  politics  <jf  the  country,  that 
the  Government  also  was  a  great  trust,  vested 
with  powers  still  more  extenrive,  and  influenoe 
immeasurably  greater  than  that  of  the  bank, 
given  it  to  enable  it  to  discharge  the  object 
for  which  it  was  created ;  and  wat  it  has  no 
more  right  to  pervert  its  power  and  influence 
into  the  means  of  controlling  the  politics  of  the 
country  than  the  bank  itself.  Can  it  be  unknown 
to  him  that  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
(an  officer  in  his  own  department,)  the  man 
who  has  made  so  prominent  a  figure  in  this 
transaction,  was  daily  and  hom'ly  meddling  in 
politics,  ana  that  he  is  one  of  the  prindpfd  polit- 
ical manage  of  the  adminislntion  t  Can  he 
be  ignorant  that  the  whole  power  of  the 
Government  has  been  perverted  into  a 
great  political  nuchine,  witii  a  view  of  cor- 
rupting and  controlling  tiie  country  I  Can  he 
be  ignorant  that  the  avowed  and  open  policy 
of  the  Government  is  to  reward  political 
ftimds,  and  punish  political  enemies;  and 
that,  acting  on  this  principle,  it  has  driven 
from  office  hundreds  of  honest  and  competent 
officers  for  opinion's  sake  only,  and  filled  their 
places  with  devoted  partisans  t  Can  he  be  igno- 
rant that  the  real  offence  of  the  bank  is  not  that 
it  has.  Intermeddled  in  pditioi^  bat  beoanse  it 
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Toald  not  intermeddle  on  the  side  of  power  I 
There  is  nothing  more  dignified  than  reproof 
firom  the  lips  of  innocence,  or  punishment 
from  the  hands  of  jnsti(» ;  hut  change  the  picture 
•~4et  the  guilty  reprove^  and  the  criminal  ponish, 
and  what  more  odious,  more  hateifal  can  be  pre- 
sented to  the  im^nation  I 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  PrasidMit  removed 
the  fatmw  Seoretary^  and  placed  the  {U'escot  in 
his  idaoe,  ezj^rest^  vith  a  view  to  the  romoval 
«f  the  d^tosits.  I  am  equally  dear,  under  all 
the  droumstances  of  the  case,  that  the  Presi- 
dent's-oonduot  is  wholly  indefenmble;  and, 
among  other  objections,  I  fear  he  had  in  view, 
in  the  removal,  an  object  eminently  dangerous 
and  unoonstitutaonal — ^to  give  an  advantege  to 
his  veto,  never  intended  by  the  constitution ; 
a  power  intended  as  a  shield,  to  protect  the 
executive  ag^nst  the  encroachment  of  the 
le^EdiCtivd department;  to  maintwn  the  present 
state  ci  thingB  aeainst  dangerous  or  hasty  in- 
novaticMi,  bnt  whiw  I  fbar  u,  in  this  ease,  in- 
tended aa  a  sword  to  def^d  uie  nsnrpation  of 
the  Executive.  I  say  I  fear ;  for  although  the 
(dromnstanoe  of  this  leads  to  a  just  apprehen- 
non  that  snch  is  the  intention,  I  wiD  not  permit 
n^self  to  assert  that  such  is  the  fact ;  uiat  so 
lawless  and  unconstitutional  an  object  is  con- 
templated by  the  Premdent,  till  his  act  f^all 
compel  me  to  bdieve  to  the  contrary.  But, 
while  I  thus  severely  condemn  the  conduct  of 
the  Prendent  in  removing  the  former  Seoretaiy 
and  an>ointin^  the  present,  I  must  say,  that  in 
my  op^cai  it  is  a  case  of  the  abuse,  and  not  oS 
the  osnrpation  oi  power.  I  cannot  doubt  that 
tiie  Frendent  has,  nnder  the  mnkstitntion,  the 
right  of  removal  firom  office :  nor  can  I  donbt 
that  the  power  oi  removal,  wherever  it  exists, 
does, .  from  necessity.  Involve  the  power  of 
general.  Bnper^(m  ;  nor  can  I  doubt  that  it 
might  be  0(HiBtitntionaUy  exercised  in  reference 
to  the  deposits.  Reverse  the  present  case; 
suppose  the  late  Secretary,  instead  of  beins 
agiunst,  had  been  in  £Bvor  of  the  removal ;  and 
that  the  President,  instead  of  being  for,  had 
bwn  against  it,  deeming  the  removal  not  cody 
inezpraient,  but  under  the  ciroumstanoea,  ill^l ; 
would  any  man  doubt  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, he  had  a  right  to  remove  hia  Secretary, 
if  it  were  the  only  means  oi  preventing  the 
remoml  the  deports  f  Kay,  would  It  not 
be  hia  indi^ensahle  daty  to  have  removed  him ! 
■nd,  had  he  not,  would  not  he  have  been  nni- 
venudly  and  justly  held  respondble  ? 
.  I  have  xtow  (sud  Hr.  0.)  offered  all  the  re- 
maria  I  intended  in  reference  to  the  depoeit 

fieBU<m ;  and,  on  reviewing  the  whole  ground, 
must  say  that  the  Secretary,  in  removing  the 
deponts,  has  clearly  transcended  his  power; 
that  he  nas  violated  the  contract  hetwerai  the 
bank  and  the  United  States ;  that,  in  so  doing, 
he  has  deeply  ii^nred  that  hu^e  and  re^>eotabIe 
portion  of  our  citizens  who  have  been  invited, 
on  the  faith  of  the  Government,  to  invest  their 
fun^erty  in  the  institution ;  while,  at  the  same 
ttane,  be.  has  do^ly  iijnred  the  pnbliO)  in  ita 


character  of  stodtholder ;  and,  finally,  that  he 
has  inflicted  a  deep  wound  on  the  public  faith. 
To  this  last  I  attribute  the  present  embarrass- 
ment  in  the  currency,  which  has  so  injuriously 
affected  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 
The  currency  of  the  country  is  the  credit  of  the 
oountiy ;  credit  in  evet^  mq>e,  pubUo  and  pri- 
vate ;  onditL  not  mij  m  the  ans^  c£  p^w, 
-put  uiat  of  ndtii  and  oonfidenoe  betwem  man 
and  man ;  throng  the  agency  of  which,  in  all 
its  forms,  the  great  and  mighty  exchanges  of 
this  oonunercial  country,  at  home  and  abroul, 
are  effected.  To  inflict  a  wound  anywhere, 
particularly  on  the  pnblio  faiUi,  is  to  embarrass 
all.  the '  channels  of  currency  and  exchan^ ; 
and  it  is  to  this,  and  not  to  the  withdrawmg 
the  few  .millions  of  dollars  from  circulation, 
that  I  attribute  the  present  moneyed  embar- 
rasranent  Did  I  believe  to  the  cpntraiy— if  I 
thought  that  any  great  and  penuanent  distress 
would  of  itself  reaolt  fitnn  winding  in  a 
regular  and  legal  manner  the  present  w  anj 
other  bank  of  the  Uidted  States,  I  woold  deem 
it  an  evidence  of  the  dangerons  ppwer  of  tiie 
institutirai,'  and,  to  that  extent^  an  argument 
agunst  its  existence ;  but  as  it  u,  I  xe^d  the 
present  embarrassment  not  as  an  tff^ament 
against  the  hank,  but  as  an  ailment  agamst  the 
lawless  and  wanton  exercise  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive — an  embarrassment  which 
IS  likely  to  continue  long,  if  the  deponts  be  not 
restored.  The  hanks  which  have  received  them, 
at  the  expense  of  the  public  faith,  and  in  violar- 
tion  of  the  law,  will  never  be  permitted  to  eigoy 
their  spoSlB  in  quiet.  Ko  one,  who  regards  the 
Butflect  in  the  in  which  I  do,oan  ever 
^ve  his  sanction  to  any  law  intended  to  protect 
or  carry  through  thepreeent  illegal  arrangement. 
On  the  contrary,  all  such  must  feel  bonnd  to 
wage  perpetual  war  agidnst  a  nsnrpation  of 
power  60  flagrant  as  tnat  which  controls  the 
present  deposits  of  the  public  money.  If  I  stand 
alone,  ^said  Mr  0.,)  I,  at  least,  will  con^ue  to 
mMntam  the  contest,  so  long  as  I  remain  in 
puUioUfo. 

TmsnAT,  January  14. 

S%e  Depotit  Qwttion. 

The  Ohur  then  annonnoed  the  q>e(ual  order, 
being  the  report  of  Hie  Seeretair  of  the  ^l^eas- 
uiy  on  &9  removal  <rf  the  d^odta, 

Hr.  Sn^LiT,  of  Haine^  duired  to  call  to  the 
recollection  of  the  Senate  the  snl^Ject-maUer 
under  consideration.  He  understood  it  to  be 
the  removal  of  the  deposits  of  tiie  moncys.of 
the  TJmted  States  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches  to  other  places,  and  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ibr  their  removal,  tt^ther  with  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  upon  that 
subject. 

I  had  anticipated  in  this  body  (said  Ur.  S.) 
a  calm,  deliberate,  and  respectfoi  consideration, 
both  of  the  act  of  removaL  and  of  the  reasons 
(dEored  l^the  Seoetary  for  the  runovat  It 
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bdng  an  act  attthorized  a  law  of  OonneBB 
to  be  done,  and  it  having  been  done  as  antn(»> 
bed  by  the  law,  I  had  supposed  the  Kaaons 
asngoed  for  doing  it  might  have  reo^ved  a 
fiur  consideration.  But,  sir,  what  have  we 
luMwdt  A  fearful  array  of  alarm  and  danger, 
as  if  the  removal  of  a  few  nuUions  of  unexpended 
moneys  in  your  treasorjr  would  destroy  a  com- 
mercial and  banking  capital  of  hondreds  of 
millions,  annihilate  we  i^edit,  and  involre  all 
the  wealth  and  Industry  <tf  tiw  ocnmtry  la  one 
common  rain. 

Bat,  as  if  this  were  not  enoagh,  we  are  alarmed 
wtth  resolations  aUeging  asBompdons  of  arbitrary 
power ;  with  proclamatiwu  that  oar  inaUtati<mB 
were  pFostrated,  the  "omistifcnlion  gone,"  and 
ft  rerolntion  oonsmnmated.  And,  in  addition  to 
all  this,  we  are  to  be  Intimidated  by  names,  and 
epithets,  and  terms  of  reproach  for  the  satuifioe 
of  individnal  character,  and  honor,  and  fiune. 
We  are  taonted  with  TiolatJons  of  the  consti- 
tution and  of  law,  and  of  ofSdal  tmst ;  and 
with  epithets,  charging  dishonesty,  falsehood, 
concealment,  and  the  assumption  of  nngrautea 
and  arbitrary  power,  as  if  tyranny  and  monarchy 
were  the  designed  objects  of  him  wh(mi  the  peo- 
ple have  so  recently  elected  to  be  the  preserver 
ftnd  gnardian  of  their  liberties. 

8ir,  the  qnestion  returns,  were  the  deposits 
lea^ly  and  oonstitatioaiaUj  removedf 

The  pnM^txftlie  power  to  remoTe  fs  found  in 
the  charter  and  law,  which  provide  that  the 
moueiys  shall  be  deposited  in  tLe  bank,  '*  tmless 
the  8ec»'etary  of  the  Treasury  shall  at  any  time 
otherwise  direct"  We  have  also  the  statement 
of  ihA  Secretary  that  he  has  otherwise  directed, 
in  pdrsoance  of  that  law,  and  for  reasons  which 
he  deemed  satisfactory — the  President's  reasons, 
read  to  the  cabinet  tiie  18th  September,  giving 
to  the  people  the  reasons  which  induced  him 
some  months  before  to  oige  npon  the  depart- 
ment that  step,  and  those  reasons  given  with 
plainness,  and  openness,  and  candor,  sufficient 
to  entitle  them  to  reqwotf ol  and  fair  considera- 
tion. Hie  result  is,  that  the  removal  was 
made  by  the  officer  appointed  by  the  law ;  that 
he  did  so  in  accordance  with  an  act  of  Congress 
providiDg  for  it,  and  agreeably  to  the  charter 
of  the  luank  authoriziiig  it;  that  the  reasons 
are  ^veu  as  the  law  provides  they  should 
be;  and,  finally,  that  all  this  was  done  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President,  and  for  the 
best  mterests  of  the  country,  as  they  judged ; 
and  the  reasons  of  their  judgment  are  open  to 
the  people  and  to  Congress  to  judge  of  their 
anffidenoy. 

But,  sir,  the  Senator  who  last  «^fk&  on  this 
question  complained  of  the  President  for  giving 
his  reasons  to  the  people,  on  the  ground  that 
iooh  a  prooedure  opoiea  a  new  channel  of 
communication  unknown  to  and  unrecopiized 
by  the  constitution.  Why,  sir,  I  did  not  uiow 
that  our  constitution  had  closed  all  commu- 
nication between  the  President  and  the  people 
who  elect  him.  I  thought  it  was  but  a  iollow- 
ing  out  the  prinoiplea  of  onr  oonstitntion  to 


instruct  and  enlighten  the  people  as  to  what 
was  done  under  it. 

But,  idr,  do  not  let  St  be  mipposed  that  I  oom- 
cede  that  there  was  any  tmng  illegal  in  the 
removal  of  the  former  Secretary.  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  conmder  that  question  in  the  course 
of  my  remarks.  The  plain  and  principal  objec- 
tion contained  in  the  resolutions  before  the 
Senate  is,  "  that  the  President  has  assumed  the 
exercise  of  a  power  over  the  beasury  of  the 
United  States  ilot  granted  to  him  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  and  dangerous  to  tlie  liber- 
ties of  the  people." 

This  is  founded,  sir,  nptoi  the  sappoeiti(Hi 
that  there  must  h4ve  been  a  vioUtttmi  cl£  tin 
law— I  mean  eoiacted  law.  The  charge  is  at- 
tempted to  be.  maintained  by  calling  to  mind 
the  organization  of  the  Treasury  Department 
It  is  said  that  the  treasury  is  organized  upon  a 
different  prindple  from  the  rest  of  the  depart* 
ments.  m  what  consists  the  difference  f  Li 
name !  A  difference  of  name  is  to  alter  the 
power  nven  by  the  constitotion  to  the  Execu- 
tive I  But  even  this  podtion,  based  npon  a 
difference  of  name,  is  untenable.  In  the  next 
act  passed  by  Congress,  the  treasury  was  called 
an  executive  deputment ;  and,  among  other 
officers  of  this  executive  department,  wasq)ed- 
fied  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauiy. 

The  Senatco'  from  Kew  Jersey  not  on^  ques- 
tioned the  right  oTfbe  Secretary  to  remove  the 
deposits,  but  his  power  to  place  them  elsewhere. 
He  says  that  all  tiie  Secretary's  power  is  derived 
from  the  act  of  1789,  and  that  his  power  has 
not  been  *'  enlarged  or  contracted  since." 

Sir,  there  has  been  a  different  grant  of  power 
— a  grant  which  has  invested  the  Secretary 
with  a  discretionary  power.  Strong  as  this 
assertion  may  appear,  sir,  it  is  a  true  one.  It 
has  pleased  the  Legislature  to  invest  the  Secre* 
tary  with  a  discretionary  power.  I  do  not  mean 
,to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  tiie  propriety 
of  it.  I  take  the  laws  as  they  are ;  and  if  there 
be  blame  anywhere,  let  it  attach  where  it  be- 
longs, and  not  to  the  Secretary,  that  such  dia- 
cretionory  power  exists.  I  have  alibied,  sir,  an 
alteration  in  the  law  relative  to  the  power  of 
the  Secretary ;  now  for  the  issue.  I  find,  in 
an  act  making  alterationa  in  the  Treasury  and 
War  DepartinentSf  these  words : 

"An  act  making  altentious  is  the  Treasury  and 
War  Departmenta/"   Approved  May  8,  1792. 

Extract  from  the  6tb  section :  "  Szc.  6.  And  be 
it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  Buperintend  the  collection  of  the  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage  as  he  shall  judge  best." 

This  act  refers  to  him,  and  recc^izes  him  as 
the  head  of  the  department  It  gives  htm,  also, 
a  discretionary  and  superintending  power.  It 
tella  him  that  he  is  to  superintend  Uw  ccdleotion 
of  the  revenue,  "  as  he  shall  Judge  best"  Sir, 
what  is  comprehended  in  the  term  **  superin- 
tending "  the  collection  of  the  revenue  ?  We 
all  know  tiiat  it  is  to  collect  debts — to  take 
possession  of  moneys;  and  surely  we  must 
keep  those  moneys  when  we  have  taken  po^ 
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Beasion  of  them,  unless  we  are  partioolarl/ 
diret^ed  where  to  place  tiiem.  Uim,  a  per- 
mm  is  to  collect  deVte,  he  ie  also  to  kee^  tham, 
nnleae  directed  to  the  contrary.  Again:  do 
not  the  acts  re(M^;iuang  the  Secretary  as  the 
bead  of  the  department  give  him  also  the 
power  to  direct  others  in  the  i>erfomiaaoe  of 
titeir  dnties?  The  head  of  the  department 
stands  in  the  same  relation  to  those  aronnd  him 
as  the  head  does  to  the  members  of  the  natnral 
body.  And,  sir,  in  this  state  of  the  l^al  power 
— a  discretionary  power  to  collect,  and  of  coarse 
to  preserve  when  collected — what  becomes  of 
the  grounds  of  the  alarm  which  has  been  rused 
that  the  Secretary  has  asenmed  le^alative 
power!  ^,theyfu«a]laflStfti(mB,mtt«as8er- 
tlona— oontradiioted  by  the  &ot^ 

The  Secretary  has  been  oensnred  because  he 
thought  tt  was  ^gnlar  that  snoh  a  power 
shomd  be  intrusted  to  him,  and  that  Gongress 
had  not  le^slated  and  informed  him  in  what 
manner  and  where  he  was  to  have  the  money 
kept.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  now  to  in- 
qolre  why  provision  was  not  made  in  this 
reepect  by  law.  Provudon  was  not  made  until 
the  United  States  Bank  was  selected;- prior 
to  that  period  no  place  was  designated  by 
law ;  and  when  the  moneys  are  not  deposited 
In  that  bank,  but  are  directed  by  the  Secretary 
not  to  be  depoeited  th^  there  u  agiun  no  place 
of  depodt  decdgnated  by  law.  But,  dr,  it  has 
been  aliened  that  tiw  Tftesarer  u  the  (oily 
prason  who  is  entitled  to  take  (diarge  of  the 
jmbUc  moneys.  He  la  the  proper  person,  but 
be  is  to  keep  them  subject  to  the  control  ci  the 
head  of  the  department.  The  latter  may  order 
hhn  in  what  place  to  keep  them.  The  whole 
argument  against  the  Secretary  has  proceeded 
on  the  assomption  that  he  has  taken  the  de- 
posits out  of  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and 
kept  them  himself.  He  has  never,  nr,  done 
this.  The  Secretary  has  never  touched  it,, 
never  contemplated  the  actual  keeping  of  the 
money,  but  only  told  the  Treasurer  where  he 
ahouU  keep  it ;  and  now  there  is  nmoh  alarm 
ci  his  abuse  ctf  power.  But  thrae  is  a  dlstino- 
tlon :  instead  of  ke^ong  it  himself^  under  his 
own  snpoTiaicni,  he  tern  the  Treasurer  the 
plitce,  and  tells  him  to  keep  it  there.  It  is  not 
out  the  power  or  control  of  the  Treasurer. 
It  is  Bud  the  Treasurer  is  responsible ;  and  he 
is  so,  as  he  always  has  been,  precisely ;  there  la 
no  ohuige,  save  that  the  Treasurer  is  to  keep 
it  in  a  different  vault  from  what  he  did.  But 
he  has  no  money  if  the  Secretary  may  take  it 
away,  says  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 
Who,  sir,  has  taken  it  away,  or  proposed  to 
take  it  away  I  The  Secretary  does  not  take  it 
away :  he  only  orders  the  Treasurer  where  to 
}aep  St  in  bis  own  poBsession,  that  it  may  be 
nvost  convenient  and  nseftil  to  the  Oovemmentb 
It  is  not  in  the  Treasurer's  power,  except  as 
keeper ;  the  Secretary  cannot  take  it  out  of 
his  Kecrong;  the  Prerideut  cannot.  It  all  re- 
solves itsw  into  this  idmple  proposition,  ^t 
there  is  no  mon^  taken  out  of  the  treasury. 
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It  is  by  confounding  propodtions,  and  so  plain 
as  these,  by  msfcuig  no  distinction  between 
taking  money  out  ot  the  treasury,  and  directing 
where  it  shall  be  placed  in  the  treasury,  that 
great  misconduct  is  alleged,  and  ill  language 
used,  and  imputations  <rf  base  motives  are  oast 
nptm  the  Preadent  and  the  Secretary,  as  if  the 
money  had  been  scooped  out  of  the  treasury, 
and  carried  off,  instead  of  being  in  the  Treas- 
urer's keeping.  It  is  only  moved  from  one  ride 
of  Ohesnut  street  or  State  street  to  the  other, 
being  still  in  the  treasury. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina  has 
aivueid  tluit  the*  Secretary  claims  the  power  to 
order  the  |daoe  of  deporit  in  the  ateenoe  of 
Ic^^tion:  but  there  &  legislation ;  and,  there- 
fore to  take  the  monciy  out  (tf  the  United  States 
Bank  was  an  errw,  because  he  asserted  th^ 
was  no  l^;iatataon,  when  there  was.  It  is  true 
there  was  legation,  th^  while  it  was  in  the 
bank  it  was  to  be  kept  there.  But  when  the 
power  of  removal  is  used  as  the  law  provider 
there  is  then  an  absence  of  le^slation ;  and  if 
the  Senator  meant  to  go  farther  than  this,  ho 
is  in  enoT.  He  also  represents  the  Treasurer 
to  have  the  power,  and  not  the  Secretary ;  but 
the  Treasurer  baa  no  power  to  move  or  remove, 
but  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary,  as  the 
head.  He  has  power  to  keep  it,  but  tbe  place 
where  is  to  be  derignated  under  the  direictirai 
oi  the  Seoretary, 

It  is  alle^  oy  the  Senator  tliat  the  Secre- 
tary etq>poaee  Ootwress  had  the  power  to  dispose 
of  the  moneys  Of  the  United  States  as  tbe  pnUio 
interest  and  convenienoe  might  require;  and 
that  Congress,  not  having  exercised  that  power, 
the  Secretary  had  the  power  to  dispose  of  it ; 
and  that  he  was  in  error  in  both  his  proposi- 
tions: for  if  Congress  had  such  power,  the 
money  mi^t  \>e  applied  to  any  fanatical  scheme. 
Why,  sir,  Congrees  has  the  power  of  disposal ; 
but  it  is  controlled  in  its  exwcise  by  the  proper 
objects  of  legislatioa ;  it  may  ^  so  far,  and  no 
further.  If  ul  that  was  meant  is,  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  spend  the  mcmey  for  improper 
purposes,  or  upon  projects  not  inttun  the  le^ti- 
mate  sphere  of  lef^datim,  I  agree  with  ium ; 
that  power  is  nether  in  Otmgress  nor  the  Secre- 
tary. And  the  Secretary  has  not  dumed  for 
Congress  or  himself  any  such  power.  All  he 
has  dfumed  was  a  right,  in  the  absence  of  legis- 
lation by  Congress,  to  say  where  the  money 
should  be  kept  by  the  Treasurer.  And  here  is 
the  fallacy  of  the  whole  argument. 

The  removal  of  a  former  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  another  supposed  assumption  of 
arbitrary  power ;  and  bis  character  has  been 
landed  for  the  purpose  of  aggravating  the  allied 
arbitrary  and  oppressive  character  of  the  act. 
Sir,  I  am  of  <q>mion  that  no  laurels  are  to  be 
gatnered  by  ns  from  the  oonridwation  of  the 
met  that  he  ever  was  Secretary ;  and  if  there 
be  any  thing  of  pruse  or  of  glory  to  be  guned 
by  their  takiiw  nia  name  and  honor  into  their 
keeping,  I  ■wish  them  Joy  of  the  acquisition. 

Tb»  right  to  remove  the  Secretary  is  deided 
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by  the  Senator  from  Kentack;;-.  The  power  of 
removal  ia  ffrai  in  that  claose  of  the  omutitn- 
tion  giTiDg  the  Preaidakt  the  power  to  q^wint 
an  (^cers  whose  appointment  is  not  ott^rwise 
provided  for  in  the  otmslitation.  This  power 
b  -not  limited  to  the  filling  of  vacaudes,  and, 
of  coarse,  oarriee  the  power  of  snbstitntion. 
This  constmotion  was  given  to  the  ccmstitnUon 
in  the  act  creating  the  Treasnry  D«>artmwt 
The  powo*  DOW  d^ied  and  denonnoed  as  ^fran- 
nieal  is  expreas^  (^ven  in  that  Jaw.  B  la  as 
follows : 

Sia  1.  And  he  it  further  tnaded.  That  when- 
ever the  Secretary  duJi  be  removed  from  oflKce  by 
the  Frerfdent  of  the  Uidted  States,  or  In  any  other 
case  of  vaeancy  in  the  office  of  Secretarr,  the  ai- 
dstant  shall,  during  the  riesney,  have  the  charge 
and  custody  of  the  records,  bous,  and  p^Mra  ap- 
pertidntaig  to  the  ssid  tdBce." 

The  praetioB  haa  beoi  nniform ;  and  this  is  a 
new  doctrine,  fi>r  present  effect,  not  fat  fhtnre 
use.  And  this  is  the  powen  thus  given  in  the 
ocautitation,  sanctioned  by  uongres^  and.  prao* 
tued  npcm,  tliat  is  denounced  as  (^remve, 
and  as  canmng  a  revolution. 

The  power  of  the  President  to  superintend 
and  control  the  snbordinate  ofiSoers  is  not  only 
denied,  bat  also  denoonced  as  nnconstitational, 
^rrannical)  and  oppressive.  It  is  sud,  if  that 
power  is  in  the  President,  then  he  is  the  whole 
of  the  Government :  the  Government  then  is  a 
simple  machine  enoogh ;  it  is  the  bed  of  Fro- 
camstes,  to  cat  short  and  lengthen  its  victims  at 
^easnre.  I  am  fiw  no  ouarged  oonstmotion 
of  the  cxmatitolicni;  tx  no  aoemnnlaticm  of 
power  In  tiie  Government  of  tite  Union;  forno 
aivmwtation  of  power  in  the  Prerident;  for 
none  In  Congress.  I  rerist  all  aogmentation  of 
power  by  oonstrootton.  I  am  for  the  constitn- 
tiitm  as  it  is ;  I  have  sworn  to  support  it  aa  it 
is;  not  expanded  by  internal  improvement, 
American  system,  and  a  moneyed  monopoly, 
tin  it  fflckens  with  repletion,  and  sinks  in  its 
own  loathed  rottenness  ;  nor,  on  the  other 
hand,  compressed  until  it  shall  be  a  humble 
snppuant  to  the  States  for  the  air  to  In-eatbe^ 
ana  being  denied,  shall  gasp  and  die. 

Fbidat,  Januiiry  17. 
Inquirjf  tnfo  the  Ptiblie  Dittrm. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  FonmaxTBB,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  foUowin^  rescdution, 
<^ered  by  Kr.  Out  : 

JUtolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  di. 
rected  to  iaqnire  Into  the  expediency  of  slTording 
temporary  relief  to  the  oonuimii^  from  the  pres- 
ent pecnniary  embarrassment,  by  prbhmjrfng  the 
payment  of  revraoe  bonds  as  they  &U  doe,  the 
DUigon  pa^ng  Interest  and  giving  satisfactory  as- 
cnrity. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Vx.  Fob- 
BTTH,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "Be- 
aolvWf"  and  insert  the  following: 

"  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  inquire  into  the 
extent  and  oanses  of  the  allied  diBtre«es  (d*  the 
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eommonity,  and  into  the  propriety  of  legisiatire 
interference  to  reliere  them." 

[Hr.  FoiMDiXTKB  spoke  earnestly  of  the  general 
distress  of  the  country,  and  especially  at  Kev  Or- 
leans, and  the  ndnons  dei»e88i<m  of  commerce  and 
agricoltnre,  attribntiog  the  whole  to  tiw  removal  of 
the  deposits.] 

Hx.  Bkktov  said,  that,  with  respect  to  the 
state  of  things  existiog  in  the  cify  of  Kew  Or- 
leans, as  represented  by  the  Senator  from  tiie 
State  of  Missisuppi,  be  merely  wished  to  give 
a  brief  enlanation,  derived  n-om  information 
oontfdned  m  a  letter  dated  December  ISth,  that 
he  had  reoeived  from  a  gentieman  in  that  city. 
But  first  he  would  ask  of  the  Senator  firom 
Looiriana,  (Mr.  Waghsaiuit,)  if  he  knew  tiie 
handwriting  in  the  letter,  and  whether  tbo 
writer  waa  not  a  gentleman  of  charaoter  and 
standing. 

The  letter  having  been  shown  to  If  r.  W., 
Hr.  ForaDKXTBBinquired  whether  the  gratie- 
man  was  not  oonnet^ed  with  one  of  the  pet  ha^ks. 
Ifr.  BERTfHT  tiien  referred  the  letter  to 
Ur.  PoiHDBXTEB,  who,  on  inspecting  It,  sud 
that  the  writer  was  Preddent  of  the  Herchanto* 
Bank  of  Hew  Orleans  one  of  the  banks  selected 
to  receive  the  public  deponts. 

Mr.  Benton  resnmeo.  The  letter  he  said 
was  fW>m  a  respectable  merchant,  well*  ao- 
quainted  with  the  commercial  transactions  of 
his  city.  He  gives  a  very  satisfactory  account 
of  the  cause  which  had  produced  distress  in 
New  Orleans.  In  the  first  place,  the  Branch 
Bank  tiiere  received  a  peremptory^order  from 
the  mother  Bank  at  Philadelphia,  directing 
its  discounts  to  t>e  reduced  one  million  of  dol- 
lars. In  the  next  place^  the  Branch  reftises 
to  buy  the  best  endorsed  paper  at  sixty  days^ 
or  to  take  any  bill  whatsoever  on  the  West. 
Then  the  Bran<di  buys,  without  limitation, 
bills  on  the  North ;  being  in  oonftHmity  to 
what  he  had  stated  when  he  last  addressed  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  And,  lastiy,  in  speaking 
of  the  causes  of  pressure  in  the  money  mar- 
ket, the  gentieman  says :  "  You  are  well  aware 
that  about  the  Ist  of  January  and  the  1st  of 
March,  in  consequence  of  the  bills  for  the  pur- 
chase of  produce  being  made  payable  at  those 
times,  a  great  scarcity  0[  money  was  occaaoned 
among  the  merc^anta."  Now,  rir,  said  Mr.  B., 
we  have  the  wh(de  d  the  causes  which  have 
prodnoed  the  ^stress  existing  in  New  Orleans ; 
and  to  meet  this  distress  there  is  a  peremptory 
order  to  the  Branch  Bank  to  reduce  its  di»* 
counts— to  refuse  good  paper  and  to  buy  lareely 
bills  on  Rtiiladelpnia  for  uie  purpose  of  prodnc- 
ing  as  great  a  distress  among  her  merchsnta  as 
possible. 

The  Sraato  then  resmned  the  oon^eration 
of  Mr.  OllVb  resdntiona  m  the  removal  of  the 
deposits;  when 

Mr.  itiTE&  of  Yirsinia,  said :  The  su^ect  we 
are  oonddemg,  is  admitted,  on  all  han^  to  be 
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one  of  the  highest  innwrtanoe,  deriving  an 
especial  interest  from  the  distress  and  embar- 
rassment whidi  are  s^d  at  the  present  moment 
to  perrade  Uie  oommnnitj.  In  regard  to  the 
extent  of  that  distress,  it  may,  and  probably  has 
been  exaggerated,  and  it  is  desUned,  I  trnst, 
above  all,  to  be  of  transitory  dnration.  Bat 
that  it  baa  existed,  and  still  exists  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent,  there  can  be  no  donbt ;  and 
Te  are  now  called  npon  to  InveBtigate  the  canses 
ot  the  evil,  and  to  apply  a  saitable  and  effeotnal 
remedy.  But,  in  the  performance  of  this  office, 
let  ns  be  careflil  not  to  mistake  a  mere  symp- 
tom for  the  disease  itself,  and  by  m  empirical 
practice  addressed  to  the  momentary  palliation 
or  removal  of  the  one,  to  add  to  ana  confirm 
the  vifdence  and  dan|^  of  the  other. 

For  n^ael^  dr,  1  believe  that  the  disease  is 
Ux  more  de^ly  seated  than  the  bonoraUe 
movo:  of  the  reeolntions  now  under  oonddera> 
tion  mpposes.  It  has  Its  ori^n  in  the  vices 
of  oar  own  l^rialation,  and  will  require  the 
canteryand  the  knife  for  its  eztirpaUon.  I  am 
not  less  sensiUe,  I  trust,  air,  tban  other  gentle- 
men,  to  the  sufferings  of  any  portion  of  my 
fellow-oitizens,  but  I  most  say  that  the  present 
orisis,  whatever  belts  severity,  comes  alleviated 
by  one  high  consolation.  It  is  calculated  to 
■waken,  and  I  trust  it  will  awaken,  all  of  ns  to 
the  true  nature  and  dangerous  character  of  that 
formidable  moneyed  power  wluch  we  have  built 
m>  b7  om  own  lawa,  and  vhlcih  now  sits  en- 
throned  npon  our  statute  book  in  the  pride  of 
chartered  prerogatiTe.  Sir,  we  liave  hereto- 
fore been  wigularly  deaf  to  the  monitory  lessons 
delivered  to  ns  by  our  fjathers  and  predecessors. 
In  Vsin  did  the  republioau  statesmen  of  'dl  warn 
OS  of  the  fatal  consequences  of  this  "  fint  trans- 
gression "  of  the  sacred  lindts  of  the  conatitation 
— in  vain  did  Hr.  Jefferson,  in  that  prophetic 
passage  which  was  read  to  us  the  other  day  by 
the  abator  from  ICssonri,  (Hr.  Bbkton,)  tell  ns 
that  of  all  possible  institutions  **  this  was  the 
one  of  most  deadly  hostility  against  the  princi- 
ples and  form  of  our  constitution,"  and  that  if 
permitted  to  exist,  it  would  one  a&y  reduce  the 
oonstituted  authorities  of  the  nation  themselves 
under  waalage  to  its  wilL  1r  vain,  sir,  did 
the  eloquent  voioe<tf  tiie  Senator  from  Kentuolty 
idmseUj  Ob.  Ol^t,)  <m  another  occasion,  warn 
us  that  this  corporation,  though  then  wielding 
leas  than  one-third  of  its  present  capital  and 
resources,  was  fraught  with  the  most  serious 
"  danger  to  our  liberties  " — Uberties  whleh  tho 
bonorable  Senator  seems  now  to  think  can  be 
preserved  only  by  upholding  this  same  corpora- 
tion against  the  just  animadversions  of  tiie 

Sttblic  functionaries  appointed  to  supervise  it. 
ir,  all  these  warnings  have  been  unheeded  by 
us,  till  the  distresses  which  it  has  now  wan- 
tonly inflicted  ufton  the  oountiy,  witii  the  ob- 
vious design  of  inflnentdng  and  eontrdUag  our 
proceedings  here,  must  have  brought  home  to 
aU  of  ns,  I  trust,  a  deep  conviction  m  the  danger 
and  capadtaes  <a  miaomef  inherent  in  thla  great 
taoaoigolj. 


[Jahitabt,  1884. 

It  will  hardly  now  be  contended,  I  presume, 
by  anj  gentleman  who  has  taken  the  tronUe  to 
examine  the  subject,  that  the  present  diatreaa  is 
the  necessary  consequence  of  the  removal  of 
the  public  deponts  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  It  has  been  expressly  admitted,  ia  a 
quarter  entitied  to  the  highest  consideration, 
not  only  from  the  distinguished  eminence  of 
the  ^entieman  himself*  but  from  the  i^ed^ 
relation  in  which  he  stands  to  the  bank,  [Ifr.  B. 
here  alluded  to  the  q»eech  of  }fr.  Binney  in  tiio 
House  of  Bepresentatives,}  that  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  per  m  is  not  a  snfiScient  or  justifi- 
able cause  for  the  present  distress — that  thia 
removal  is  a  thing  which  might  happen,  and 
bad  happened  b^ore  in  the  histoir  cHf  tne  bank, 
vithont  produdng  ai^  diatreaa  cur  moonr^enee 
to  the  oommmiit}'.  Sir,  a  removal  of  the  publio 
depoaitfl  frcan  the  bai^  b^ppena,  in  effect,  when* 
ever  an  ai>plIoati<Hi<^the  publio  moneys  to. the 
publio  debt}  or  to  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Government,  exhausts  the  amount  which  is  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  States  in  Bank.  If  we 
are  to  credit  the  book  which  the  bank  itaelf 
has  liud  on  our  desks,  (the  report  of  its  com- 
mittee on  the  exposition  of  the  President  to  bis 
Cabinet,)  a  removal  of  the  deponts,  in  this  way, 
has  occurred  at  a  very  recent  period,  without 
leading  to  any  pressure  on  the  community. 
The  bank  informs  us,  in  that  document,  that 
in  the  mpnth  of  Hurch  last,  wh^  the  protested 
bill  on  the  French  Oovemment  returned  upon 
it,  there  was^  after  deducting  the  advanoea  it 
had  made  on  that  bill,  "lesauiantwothouaand 
ddlara  oi  the  whde  flmda  of  the  OoTenupent 
in  the  bank  t  ^  And  yet  it  ^peara  from  its 
monthly  returns  that,  notwithstanding  thia  «x> 
haustion  of  the  public  dntonta,  it  was  at  that 
time  actually  enlwpng,  innead  of  curtailing  its 
discounts. 

Sir,  if  the  removal  of  the  deposits  has  pro- 
duced the  late  severe  and  grinding  pressure, 
upon  the  community,  there  is  a  singular  dia- 
proportion  indeed,  between  the  cause  and 
the  effect.  It  appears  from  statements  now 
before  me,  that,  on  the  let  day  of  August  last, 
when  the  bank  commenced  its  curtailments,  the 
amount  of  puUio  deposits  in  its  vaults  was 
$7,690,841;  on  the  1st  of  December,  that 
amount  was  atill  $6,162,269,  making  a  dumna- 
tion  of  $2,487,683  only.  By  the  returns  of  iba 
bank,  it  is  shown  tiiat  on  the  1st  of  Aufrost  ita 
diaoonnta  amounted  to  $04,160,849.  On  the 
Ist  of  December  they  were  $64,458,10^  makinf 
a  redncti<m  of  discounts,  in  four  months,  of 
near  ten  millions,  to  meet  a  diminution  of  de- 
posits of  less  than  two  and  a  half  millions ;  and 
this  by  an  institution  which,  according  to  its 
own  lowing,  had  not  only  not  reduced,  but 
actually  enlarged  its  discounts,  at  a  time  when 
the  publio  deposits  in  its  vaults  had,  by  r^d 
and  large  diminutions,  been  broudit  down  to 
"  lees  than  two  thousand  dollara  1 " 

It  ia  clear,  then,  that  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posits alone  has  not  {nodnoed  the  eziatisg  dii^ 
treai.  But  it  waa  the  removal  of  the  deposita 
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connected  (aa  we  ue  told,  from  the  same  aatben- 
tio  qoarter  already  refened  to)  with  the  doc- 
trine that  the  opoatitmB  of  the  Government 
and  the  hndneis  of  the  oommnmty,  can  hence- 
forward be  carried  oa  without  .Hie  Bank  ct  ttie 
United  States — ^it  was  the  intention  manifested 
**  of  separating  the  people  from  the  ImuIe,  and 
the  bank  from  the  people,"  as  it  is  expressed, 
which  produced  the  ocsiviiluon.  We  are  then 
to  presume,  that  it  was  to  pat  down  Hob  Awy 
trin^-rto  demonstrate  the  aM>endence  of  the 
Oovermnent  and  nation  on  this  great  inatitn- 
tion — to  show  that  the  people  cannot  be  "  sepa- 
rated "  from  it  withoat  miu.  dud  confo^n — 
that  all  this  distreaa  has  been  visited  upon  the 
oountry. 

With  like  -views,  donbtless,  on  exhibit  was 
iffeauited  of  tiie  arnmal  operatiwis  of  the  bank 
m  Hie  varioos  forms  of  exchange,  drauestao  and 
foreign,  disooonts,  dronlation  «  notes,  &o.; 
ahowing  the  extent,  the  aUoming  extent,  to 
which  uiia  institntion  has  mixed  itself  up  with, 
and  acquired  a  ctmtrol  over,  the  ordmar;'  bmd- 
ness  and  interests  of  Uie  oomit^.  8ir,  if  there 
be  gentlemen  here  who  do  not  see  in  Ibis 
exhibit  a  most  fearM  revelation  of  the  power 
and  inflaenoe  of  the  bank,  they  have,  I  con- 
fess, mttoh  firmer  nervn  than  I  can  pretend 
to.  It  appears  from  this  porteatoils  paper, 
that  the  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the  Umted 
States,  in  domeatio  exohangos  alone,  nnder 
one  fi>nn.  or  another,  dbiring  the  year  1683, 
amounted  to  -  $241,717,910 

In  for^gn  excihange,     •-  lS,4fi6,7S7 

Total  amount  of  excSianM,  $356,174,647 

Two  hondred  and  fifty-five  miUions  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-four  thousand  and  six  hundnd 
snd  fbrty-seven  dollars  I 

To  which  must  be  added  tba  loans  and  dia- 
counts  of  the  bank,  which  averaged  in  that 
year,         -  $66,871,849 

And  the  circulation  of  notes  of  the  bank, 
averaging  for  the  same  year,  ^,809,849 

Kow,  sir,  I  woold  ask  every  candid  and  re- 
flecting man  if  an  insUtution  obeying  such  a 
monopoly  as  this,  of  the  general  commerce  and 
droowion  of  the  oonntry,  incorporating  itseli^ 
•alt  has  been  its  pidi<7todo,  witii  the  ordinary 
tranaaotiotts  of  the  ownmunHy  to  so  fearful  an 
tmonnt,  exercddng,  oonsequentiy,  a  ctmtrol  over 
the  fortunes  and  interests,  the  fears  and  hopes, 
of  so  many  persona — if  sadi  an  institution  does 
not  wield  a  power  of  the  most  tremendous  and 
alarming  chiaraoterT— a  power  altogether  nn- 
diecked  by  the  State  banks,  for  the  Senate 
will  recollect  the  Edgnifioant  statement  made  by 
the  president  of  the  bank  to  a  committee  of 
this  House  in  1880,  thi^  "there  are  very  few 
hanks  (State)  which  might  not  be  des^yed  by 
an  enrtion  of  the  power  of  the  bank  (u.  S.'0 
Kr,  sooner  or  later,  evil,  dire  evil,  must  have 
erane,  of  so  tremendoos  a  power,  unchecked 
and  irresponsible,  concentrated  in  tiie  hands  of 
a  great  moneyed  corporation.  It  is  well  that 
**    an  exertion  of  that  power,"  so  significantly 


vaunted,  and  now  so  wantonly  put  in  practice^ 
we  have  been  aroused  to  a  sense  cf  our  dan^, 
before  it  is  too  late  to  provide  ibr  our  seonnty. 

The  true  seat  of  the  disease  with  which  the 
body  politic  is  affected.  Is  here :  it  is  in  the 
existence  of  this  powerfril,  remorseless,  and 
ovo^iadowlng  monopoly.  "What,  then,  ia  the 
remedy  f  Is  it  by  suooDmbing  to  its  dictati(Hif 
to  add  to  its  power  by  restormg  the  depodts^ 
(the  grand  panacea  proposed  to  ua,)  to  increase 
its  resources  for  futm-e  annoyance,  to  enlarge  its 
meansof  influence,  and  multaply  the  chanoes  of 
perpetuating  its  existence  t  Sir,  if  we  have  not 
firmness  to  resist  the  panic  which  the  bank  has 
made  a  pretext  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits  for 
creating,  how  much  less  shall  we  be  able  to  bear 
the  more  serious  pressnre  for  which  it  will  find 
a  real  and  operative  cause  in  the  expiration  of 
its  diarter,  when,  to  provide  for  its  returning 
circulation,  and  the  payment  of  its  stockholdera 
and  its  deposltorsL  it  must  call  in,  instead  <^  ten 
millions,  the  whole  sixty  or  seventy  mflUons  of 
debt  doe  to  it  8  Sir,  can  any  one  have  been  so 
nnrefleetinff  as  to  suppose  that  we  should  ever 
be  able  to  throw  off  the  frightful  incubus  of  this 
bloated  monopoly,  withoat  a  bitter  and  punfiol 
strugde!  Has  the  experience  of  1611,  when 
the  iSiarter  of  the  fint  bank  of  the  United 
States  expired,  been  entirely  foi|;otten  t  Then, 
as  now,  tne  aame  scene  of  bringing  forward  the 
State  banks  in  Philadelphia,  as  advocates  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  Bank,  was  gotten 
up,  with  this  hcmorialde  distinction  in  &v(ff 
of  the  vcBssnt  times,  that  th«i  all  of  those  hanks 
oame  xbrward  at  the  bidding  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  now,  some  five  or  six  of  them 
have  had  the  firmness  to  refuse.  Then  there 
were  not  only  memorials  .from  boards  of  trade, 
and  public  meetings,  as  now,  but  there  were 
formal  deputali(ms  sent  to  tbis  place,  to  lay 
thdr  complaints  before  Oon^preaL  and  a  com- 
mittee of  this  body  was  appointed  to  hear  and 
investigate  them.  Th^,  too,  there  was  a  pause 
in  the  operations  of  trade ;  and  the  products  of 
agriculture  susUdned  a  depression,  of  which  the 
fact  then  stated  in  Oongress,  that  flour  had 
fallen  in  a  tew  days  from  ten  to  seven  d<^Qat& 
m^  serve  as  a  setoff  to  all  that  we  have  heard 
on  this  floor,  for  some  days  past,  concemingthe 
ominous  decline  in  Uie  price  of  cotton.  JBuL 
dr,  our  predecessors  had  the  firmness  to  stand 
up  against  all  this  terrorism,  and  to  regard  the 
cause  of  the  constitution  and  the  public  liberty 
as  dearer  to  the  American  people  than  the 
transito^  state  of  the  money  market. 

I  hope,  sir,  we  shall  follow  their  example. 
If  we  yield  to  i^e  panic  with  which  we  are 
now  a^£dled,  and  restore  the  deposits,  which 
the  bank  baa,  by  its  mieconduot,  justly  forfeited, 
the  triumph  of  thb  dangerous  waA  unooostito- 
tional  institution  is  complete,  and  its  re-charter 
virtually  dedded.  Do  we  not  all  here  fbel 
that  these  questirais  are  (me  and  the  samel 
Does  not  the  whole  course  of  the  arguments  wo 
have  heard  on  the  trwdut  operandi  of  tiie  re- 
moval d  the  deposits  in  prodadng  the  eidsting 
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distress,  and  in  what  manner  their  restoration 
would  tend  to  relieve  it,  show  that  neither  the 
removal  nor  the  restoration  are  regarded,  ez- 
oept  ss  siras  ezpreamng  the  termination  or 
renewfd  of  tbe  bank  charter ;  and  that,  in  tnith, 
it  is  tiie  lank  itself,  and  not  the  depouts,  wliich 
is  in  issnet  Restore  the  deposite,  and  what 
will  happen  ?  Another  sadden  and  ^p«at  ex- 
pansion of  discounts  hj  the  bank,  bringmg  more 
and  more  of  the  commanity  within  its  power, 
and  at  the  end  of  two  years  when  its  charter 
expires,  if  any  resistance  shoold  then  be  offered 
to  its  renewal,  we  shall  find  oarselves  in  the 
merciless  gripe  of  another  bank  contraction, 
far  more  agoninng  than  one  we  now  endnre — a 
crisis  to  which  onr  conrage  and  principles  mnst 
certainly  prove  inadequate,  if  we  have  not  the 
firmness  to -meet  the  present  triaL  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  depodta,  being  withdrawn, 
are  permitted  to  remain  bo,  tbe  bank  will  see 
in  that  resolution  its  own  fate  finally  determined 
— ^with  such  an  admonition,  it  will  go  on  gradu- 
ally to  prepare  for  the  winding  np  of  its  affurs, 
(for,  happily,  it  will  not  have  It  in  its  power  to 
inflict  farther  injury  on  the  community,  without 
doing  still  greater  injury  to  its  own  interests,) 
the  State  Banks  at  the  same  time,  will  be  en- 
abled progressively  to  extend  their  accommoda- 
tions, and  we  shall  finally  get  rid  of  this  tyran- 
nical and  unconstitutionu  monopoly,  at  the 
expense  of  no  other  suffering  than  uiat  to  which 
we  have  already  been  subjected. 

It  is  in  view  of  Hub  great  consummation, 
Mr.  Preddenl^  the  final  enncUon  of  this  dan- 
gerous and  nnconstatntional  moneyed  corpora- 
non,  overshadowing  alike  the  Government  and 
the  people,  that  I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  let  the 
tmeasnres  whi(^  have  been  taken  nave  their 
course. 

Sir,  of  all  the  reforms,  social,  politicaL  or 
economical,  required  by  the  great  interests  of  the 
oountry,  that  which  is  most  urgently  demanded, 
and  which  promises  in  its  accomplishment  the 
largest  results  of  utility,  security,  and  public 
benefit,  is,  beyond  comparison,  the  restoration 
of  the  Government  to  what  it  was  intended  by 
the  f^amers  of  the  conatitation  to  be,  a  hard- 
money  Qovemment  We  are  too  much  in  the 
habit,  Mr.  Preridenl^  of  regarding  tbe  evils  of 
the  paper  Efystem  as  necessair  and  ineomble, 
and  of  being  content  with  the  deln^ve  palliation 
of  those  evils  supposed  to  be  derived  fh>m  the 
controlling  supremacy  of  a  National  Bank. 
Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  is  more  demonstrable 
than  that  the  great  evil  of  that  system,  its 
ruinous  fiaotnations  arising  from  alternate  ex- 
pansions and  contracUons  of  bank  issuM,  mak- 
ing a  lottery,  in  effect,  of  private  fortunes,  and 
converting  eJt  perspective  oontcacts  and  trana- 
actions  into  a  species  of  gambling — nothing  can 
he  more  certain  than  that  these  ruinous  fluctu- 
ations (and  we  have  a  striking  proof  of  it  In 
the  present  ctistresses  of  the  coantry)  are  in- 
oreaaed,  InBtoad  of  being  diminished,  by  the 
existence  of  an  institatiott  of  Back  absolute  as- 
ceudou^,  that  when  it  expands  the  State  Badcs 


expand  with  it ;  when  it  contracts,  those  banks 
are  forced  in  self-defence  to  contract  also. 
Wliatever  inflaence  such  an  institution  may  be 
supposed  to  exert,  in  preserving  the  sonndnen 
of  the  enrreni^,  that  object  would  be  mndi 
more  effectually  promotea  by  a  return,  as  flff  as 
practioable,  to  a  metalUo  drcolalirai.  The  first 
step  towards  that  return  is  to  let  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  go  down.  Its  notes  being 
withdrawn,  the  convenience  of  travelling  alone 
would  immediately  create  a  demand  for  gold 
coins,  as  a  substitute,  and  enforce  the  necessity 
of  correcting  that  mider-valuation  of  them  at 
the  mint,  which  is  sud  to  have  contributed  to 
their  disappearance.  In  concurrence  with  th^ 
let  measures  he  taken,  as  it  is  believed  effectaal 
measures  may  be  taken,  to  discourage  and  sup- 
press the  circulation  of  bank  notes  under  a 
certain  denomination,  (ten  or  twenty  dollars,) 
of  which  tiie  effoot  wonId  b&  to  prodnce 
another  accession  to  the  metalho  droolating 
medium.  The  ordinary  channels  of  ciroulation 
being  thus  supplied  with  gold  and  nlver,  the 
Government  would  be  prepared,  without  hard- 
ship to  the  public  creditor,  to  require  payment 
of  its  dues  in  specie,  and  ihns  realize  a  reform, 
than  which  none  could  be  more  deep^  interest- 
ing, in  every  aspect,  to  the  wfety  and  |ffOB- 
perity  of  the  country. 

Sir,  here  is  an  object  worthy  to  engage  the 
most  anxious  labors  of  the  patriot  and  states- 
man, and  I  fed  persuaded  that,  with  a  tithe  ct 
the  eflbrt  and  tcdent  daily  expuided  in  the 
ephemeral  contests  of  party,  he  shoold  see  it 
happily  accomplished.  I  ocmjure  gentl^en, 
then,  with  ability  so  endnent&  fitted  for  this 
great  work,  to  leave  the  Baiu  of  the  United 
States  to  its  fbte— a  finte  already  pronounced 
the  voice  of  the  nation,  and  caUed^for  by  the 
highest  considerations  connected  with  the  rafety 
of  our  f^  institntions — and  bring  forward 
their,  powerful  aid  in  an  effort  to  restore  the 
Government  to  its  true  constitutional  character 
and  destination — that  of  a  mmple,  solid,  hard- 
money  Government. 

But  I  shall  donhtlesB  be  asked,  Kr.  President, 
if,  in  this  instance,  the  public  ftith  has  been 
broken,  and  the  rimtB  of  the  bank  violated, 
will  I  not  repair  tiie  breach,  and  redress  tiie 
wrong?  Su-,ifenohweretlieoas^Iwoald,lrat 
in  my  humble  judgment,  and  I  hope  to  be  aUe 
to  show  it,  the  pnUic  ndth  has  sostained  no 
violation — the  bank  no  wrong ;  and  this  brings 
us  to  the  connderation  of  the  rights  of  the  ban^ 
as  secured  by  Its  charter.  Gentlemen  have 
ar^ed  as  if  the  bank,  by  the  bonus  which  It 
paid,  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  had 
purchased  a  right  to  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money.  But  nothing  is  more  obvious,  from  the 
face  of  the  bank  carter  itself,  and  especially 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, (Mr.  Dallaa,)  which  transmitted  and  ex- 
plained it,  than  that  the  bonus  was  tiie  ooa- 
sideratioD,  not  fbr  the  public  deposits,  bnt  fw 
tlie  charter  grant — for  tae  act  of  ineorporaUon, 
conferring  on  the  subscribers  to  that  bank  the 
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feonlties  and  priTileges  of  a  body  politic  and 
corporate,  empowered,  as  ancli,  to  carrj  on  the 
trade  of  banking  -witb.  a  capital  of  thirtj-five 
millions  of  dollars,  to  hxAa  property  to  the 
amonnt  of  fifty-five  imlli<HiB,  to  make  by-lavs 
for  the  Gh>Temment  of  the  corpor^on,  to 
eetabHah  offices  of  disconnts  and  deposit  in  any 
of  the  States  or  Territories  of  the  Union,  and 
for  the  expresR  stipulation,  pledging  the  faith 
of  the  United  States  that  no  other  rank  ahonld 
be  established  by  Oongress  dnrii^  the  contina- 
anoe  of  the  sud  coTporation. 

These  evidently  were  the  "exchimve  priv- 
ileges and  benefits  conferred  by  the  act"  of 
incorporation,  "in  ooosideration  of  which  "  the 
bonus  was  to  be  pud. — and  were  they  not  of 
value  enough,  Mr.  FreodeDt,  of  a  character  soffi- 
<daitiy  impOTtont  to  merit  and  jnitify  the  prioe 
to  be  paid  for  them?  Why,  sir,  among  them 
ia  a  great  soverdgn  power  granted  to  this  oor- 
poraaon,  that  of  establishing  subordinate  banks 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States,  independ- 
ent of  the  consent,  and  exempt  from  the  legis- 
lation of  the  States  in  which  they  may  be 
eatabliahed — a  power  which  Mr.  Madison  de- 
clared, in  the  debates  on  the  creation  of  the 
first  bank  in  1791,  "  ought  not  to  be  delegated 
to  any  set  of  men  under  the  son."  The  deposit 
of  the  public  moneys  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  can  with  no  propriety  be  conndered  "  an 
exclusive  privily  or  benefit  conferred  on  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  by  the  act  of  incor- 
poration ;  "  inasmnoh  as  that  act  expressly  re- 
serves to  the  Government,  by  its  financial 
officer,  the  power  to  deposit  the  pabUo  moneys 
in  other  baoKS,  if  it  should  think  proper  to  do  so. 

Let,  rir,  the  document  I  have  already  re- 
ferred to,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  transmitting  to  Oongress  t^e  plan  of 
the  bank,  be  examined,  and  nothing  can  i^pear 
clearer  uian  that  the  true  and  fundamental 
contract  between  the  Qovemment  and  the  bank 
is  that  which  I  have  stated — ^the  grant  of  the 
important  corporate  fEusulties  and  privileges 
alnady  mentioned,  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
payment  of  the  bomu  on  the  other.  The  pro- 
TiAons  in  regard  to  tbA  depodt  d  the  public 
moneys  by.  the  Goremment)  and  the  transfer 
and  mstribution  of  Qiem  by  the  bank,  were 
treated  as  being  of  an  "  incidental  kind,"  and 
regnrded  in  the  ught  of  "  mutual  eqnivalenta," 
(t£e  one  a  compensation  for  the  other,)  grow- 
ing ont  of  "  the  fiscal  connection  between  the 
bank  and  the  public  treasury."  Bo  long  as  the 
public  moneys  should  be  deporited  in  the  Bank 
oi  the  United  States,  the  bank  would  be  bound 
to  transfer  and  distribute  them  as  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government  should  require.  When 
they  ceased  to  be  deported  there,  the  bank 
would  be  relieved  iram  that  oUintaQn.  The 
deporits  being  reserved  under  the  discretionary 
otmtrd  of  the  Goramneut,  v^iioh  ooold  con- 
tinue or  withhold  them  at  its  jdeasnre,  could 
not  rationally  fonp  a  part  of  the  consideration, 
for  which  a  fixed  and  unchangeal^  e^v^nt 
Tas  to  be  paid  in  the  form  of  a  bonus. 
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From  this  general  review  of  the  conduct  of 
the  bank  in  its  various  relations  to  the  public,  I 
hope  I  have  shown,  Mr.  President,  that  it,  at 
leasts  has  no  just  cause  to  complain  of  the 
amnudve^ott  with  which  it  has  been  vidted 
in  the  rranoval  of  the  public  dmorits.  I  trost 
also,  dr,  that  I  have  shown  that  in  the  act  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ordo-ing  that 
removal,  there  was  no  want  of  legal  authority. 
Here,  then,  believing  as  I  do,  that  oar  highest 
duties  to  the  constitution  and  to  the  public 
liberties  forbid  our  doing  any  thing,  not  requir- 
ed by  law  and  justice,  wMch  would  tend  to 
strengthen  this  dangeroos  and  unconstitutional 
insti^tion,  (and  such,  I  think,  would  be  the 
inevitable  tendency  of  a  restoration  of  the 
deposits,)  I  might  have  been  content  to  termi- 
nate my  view  of  the  subject  Bat  grave  ones- 
tiotts  of  oonstitntional  law  have  been  made  in 
regard  to  the  ri^ts  and  powers  of  the  OM^ 
Execntive  office  on  this  occasion,  which  onght 
not  to  be  shunned.  Questions  of  this  sort, 
whenever  they  arise,  should  be  firmly  met, 
and  folly  and  furly  canvassed,  as  nothing 
can  be  of  dee^r  interest  to  the  people  and  to 
the  States  of  this  confederacy,  than  the  ascertain- 
ment of  the  true  principles  of  that  constitution 
which  they  have  *'  ordained  and  established." 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  examine  the  several 
positions  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Olat,)  in  ration  to  this  question  of  con- 
stitnticaul  power.  The  howwable  Senator 
affirms  that,  by  what  has  been  done  with 
r^aixl  to  the  removal  of  the  puUio  ^nosils 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  St^«B,  the  Xseca- 
tive  has  usurped  the  power  over  the  Treasury 
and  the  public  ptirsoj  which  the  constitution 
has  exclusively  vested  m  the  Legislative  Depart- 
ment. In  enforcing  this  position,  sir,  he  has 
presented  to  ns,  with  his  characteristic  elo- 
qnenoe,  the  alarming  consequences  of  a  union 
of  the  power  of  the  sword  and  of  the  purse  in 
the  same  hands.  As  no  topic  is  better  calcu- 
lated to  arouse  the  jealousies  of  a  free  people 
than  tbia^  it  becomes  ns  to  analyze  and  exammo 
it,  andto  seehow&rithas  anyjustappUoation 
to  the  satjeot  under  omdderation.  Sir,  it  is 
a  great  maxim  <f  oonstitational  liberty,  in  that 
country  from  which  we  have  derived  so  many 
of  our  mstitntions,  that  the  powers  of  the  swtnra 
and  the  pnrse  should  be  kept  separate  and  dis* 
lanot;  and  as  the  maxim  comes  to  us  from 
tiience,  we  cannot  better  ascertain  its  scope 
and  meaning,  than  by  seeing  how  it  is  under- 
stood and  praotised  there.  In  England,  the 
power  of  the  sword  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
King.  He  can  declare  war,  make  peace,  raise 
armies,  equip  fieets.  Bat  the  suppUea  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  for  the  snpport  of  the 
army  and  navy,  can  be  obbdnea  only  by  a 
vote  of  Parliament:  and  thus  the  power  of 
the  pnrse  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  ute  repre- 
sentatives oS  the  people.  This  is  considered 
the  gmt  security  of  English  liberty — ^that  the 
IQng  who  holds  thepower  of  the  sword,  has  no 
power  over  the  pnbuo  parse.  Bat  what  is  this 
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power  of  the  pnrae,  which  la  thns  jealooaly  aod 
wisely  withhdd  tnim  the  Ezecative  llagistrate  ? 
"Whjj  or,  eridrady  the  power  €^  dxawiog 
money  from  the  pookete  of  the  pemle,  and  <a 
desi^ating  the  objects  to  wluoh  it  shall  be 
applied. 

The  power  of  the  parse,  then,  of  whioh  we 
have  heard  so  mnoh  in  the  coarse  of  this  dis- 
oussion,  and  so  mooh,  I  must-  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  is  Tagne  and  indeterminate,  is,  in  the 
true  constitationitl  sense,  the  power  of  taxation 
and  appropriation — the  power  ot  raising  money 
by  taxes,  of  determining  in  what  manner  and 
to  what  amount  they  ohall  be  raised^  and  to 
what  objects  they  shul  be  applied.   This  ^reat 
power,  here,  as  in  Eoglano,  is  exdnsiTdy 
Tested,  as  it  oogbt  to  be,  in  the  immediate 
rq^tresentatives  of  the  penilei  The  odnstitation 
expressly  declares  that  "Oongress  shall  have 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxies,  duties,  imposts," 
and  that  *'  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  but  in  conseqnenoe  of  appropria- 
tions made  by  law."   These  are  the  provisions 
of  the  o<m8titation  which  confer  and  define  the 
power  of  tho  pnrse.   But  while  the  general 
powers  to  raise  and  appropriate  money  for  the 
pnblio  service  were  vested  in  Oongress,  it  cer- 
tainly never  oonld  have  bew  intended  that 
Ooogress  itself  was  to  collect,  to  receive,  to 
keep,  to  disborse,  the  pnblio  money.  These 
are  subordinate  ministerial  Amotions,  which 
must,  of  necesdty,  be  performed  by  Exeoative 
agents,  under  the  general  provision  ot  the  law. 
In  Kngland,  sir,  where,  as  we  have  aeen,  the 
power  of  tiie  purse  is  folly  and  eflbotnaUy 
vested  in  Parliament,  it  is,  nevertheless,  the 
Exchequer  and  the  Treasury,  Bzecaliye  depart- 
ments, which  manage  the  oolleotion  and  expen- 
diture of  the  pubUc  revenue,  xmder  authority-  of 
law.   So  with  us,  sir,  the  ministerial  fnno^ons 
of  collecting,  receiving,  keeping,  disbnrsing  the 
puhlio  money,  have  been  invariably  devolved 
on  the  Execntive  officers  of  the  Oovemment. 

It  is  tme,  eb,  that  Oongress,  in  the  exercise 
of  its  legislative  powers,  may  and  ought  to,  (as 
far  as  is  con^tent  with  the  pablic  interests, 
which  mi^t  in  certain  cases  require  a  discre- 
tionary power  to  be  lodMd  witii  Uie  Executive.) 
presenile  a  place  of  omosit  for  the  pubho 
moneys,  when  ooUeoted;  but  if  no  sodh  pre- 
scription be  made  by  the  legislative  anthonty, 
it  devolves  necessarily  on  the  Executive  de- 
partment chained  with  the  collection  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  pablic  moneys,  to  determine 
where  they  shall  be  deposited  and  kept.  Such 
was  the  case,  in  the  most  nnlimited  sense,  pre- 
vious to  the  passage  of  an  act  in  1800,  which 
required  that,  at  certain  places,  the  bonds 
taken  for  the  payment  of  duties  should  be  depos- 
ited in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  its 
branches,  for  collection.  Before  that  time,  the 
Tteasury  Department  caused  the  public  moneys 
to  be  deposited  wheresoever  it  thought  proper — 
in  some  instances  in  tiie  hands  of  puUie  omDen ; 
in  others,  in  the  Btate  Banka,  and  in  others 
again,  in  the  Bank  of  the  TTnited  States  and  its 


branches.  This  it  did  at  its  perfect  discretion, 
wiUiout  Its  ever  b«ng  imi^^ned  that,  in  so 
doing,  it  enoroaehed  on  that  power  of  tiie  purser 
which  the  constitati<m  had  loA^  in  otiur 

When  the  present  Bank  of  the  United  Statei 
was  establi^ed,  its  charter  oonttuned  a  provl- 
don  that  the  dcpodts  of  the  public  money 
should  be  made  m  it  or  its  brandies,  unless 
the  Secretary  should,  at  any  time,  otherwise 
order  and  direct  If  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treas- 
ury, in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  thus 
reserved  to  him  by  law,  should  order  the  public 
moneys  to  be  deposited  elsewhere,  he  certainly 
usurps  no  le^^tive  power  over  the  public 
pnrse.  He  merely  executes  a  subsidiary  trust 
m  regard  to  the  plaoe  of  keeping  the  puhlio 
mtmeya,  which  has  beoi  ezpready  confided  to 
him  by  the  le^aiative  department  itselt 

But^  edr,  it  has  been  a^fued  that  by  the  act 
incorporating  the  Bank  m  the  United  States, 
with  the  providon  above  mentioned,  the  bank 
was,  in  effiact,  oonstitnted  the  Treasury  of  the 
TTnited  States,  and  that,^  in  removing  the  pnbUo 
deponta  from  ,  the  bank,  money  had  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  in  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tional dedaration  on  that  subject.  If  the  act 
incorporating  the  bank  could,  by  possibility, 
have  had  the  effect  attributed  to  it,  of  convert- 
ing the  bank,  by  some  strange  metamorphosLs, 
into  the  natiouid  Treasury,  still  it  became  the 
Treaisnry  tub  modo  only — tiist  ie^  only  so  long 
as  the  Secretary  might  not  order  the  publio 
moneys  to  be  deposited  elsewhere.  When  tho 
Secretary  should  order  the  public  moneys  to 
be  d^Ktrited  fttsewhere,  then,  in  virtue  of  the 
very  provision  referred  to,  the  bank  ceased  to 
be.the  Treasury.  But  there  is  a  total  want  of 
logical  preoidon  in  this  notion  of  the  Treasury. 
The  error  is  in  annexing  an  idea  of  fixed  locality 
to  it ;  whereas,  in  the  true  constitutional  and 
financial  sense,  it  is  not  a  place,  but  a  state  or 
condition.  It  is  the  contUtion  of  moneys  be- 
lon^g  to  the  Government,  and  being  in  the 
custody  or  l^al  possesion  of  the  officer  charged 
with  their  safe-keeping.  Wherever  moneys 
are  placed  to  the  crediLand  subjected  to  the 
controlf  of  the  public  Treasurer,  there  they 
are,  both  hilwal  and  in  oonmion  intendment 
in  the  pablic  Treasury. 

In  a  report  of  the  Beoretary  of  the  IVeasoiy, 
made  on  the  9th  of  January,  1811, 1  find  the 
term  used  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  condu- 
sivdy  the  sense  in  whidi  it  is  habitually  em- 
ployed in  the  finances  of  the  Government  A 
resolution  had  been  adopted  by  the  Honse  of 
B^resentatives,  on  the  19th  December,  1810, 
requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  among 
other  thmgs,  to  report  "  what  will  he  the  prob- 
able amount  of  the  deposits  in  flavor  of  the 
United  States  in  any  of  the  said  banks,"  (United 
States  and  State,)  "or  their  branches,  and 
whioh  of  thenif  on  the  1st  of  March,  1811." 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  In  anawer  to 
tbiacaU,  repcnrted:  "  It  is  la-obaUe  the  amoant 
of  qpecie  in  the  Tewmj  will,  on  the  1st  da/ 
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of  March  next,  exceed  $2,600,000,  and  that  the 
proportion  deposited  in  the  banks,  other  than 
that  of  the  ITnited  States  and  its  branches, 
wiU  not  materia]l7  vary  from  what  it  is  at  pres- 
ent" Here  we  see,  Mr.  Frendent,  that  the 
Seoretary  of  the  Treasair  qwaks  of  tiie  whole 
of  this  flom,  tboogh  mBtriboted  in  varioos 
banka,  both  of  the  United  States  and  the  States, 
as  being  fat  the  Treaanry,  beeanse,  wheOier  fai 
one  or  the  other,  it  was  eqnaU^  in  the  legal 
oostodj  and  under  the  control  of  the  Treasurer. 

A  similar  illnstration  is  famished  hj  the  verj 
law  establishing  the  Treasnry  Department 
The  4th  section  of  that  act  declares  that  "all 
receipts  for  moneys  received  by  him"  (the 
Treasurer)  "shall  be  endorsed  upon  warrants 
rigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with- 
out which  warrant  so  signed  no  aoknowledg- . 
ment  for  money  received  into  the  public  Treas- 
ury shall  be  valid."  Here,  it  will  be  percuved 
that  the  receipt  i^ven  by  the  Treanirer  (en- 
dorsed on  the  warrant  signed  by  tiie  Secretary 
of  the  Treasnrr)  is  treated  as  Eynonymons  wltti 
recupt  into  the  pnblio  Treasury.  When  the 
Treasurer  thus  executes  his  receipt,  the  money, 
wherever  it  may  be,  stands  to  his  credit  rad  is 
subject  to  his  control,  and  is  consequ^tiy  in 
the  public  Treasury.  It  continues  in  the  public 
Treasury  so  long  as  it  stands  in  his  name, 
though,  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  be  repeatedly 
shifted  from  place  to  place ;  and  it  goes  out  of 
the  Treasury  only  when  it  passes  firom  him  to 
Bome  creditor  of  the  Government,  to  whom  it 
is  paid  under  a  warrant  of  disbursement 
Another  illustraticni  of  the  same  kind  is  fiir< 
nidied  by  that  danseof  ttteaot  wlddi  makes  it 
tlie  duty  of  the  Treasurer,  on  the  third  day  of 
every  season  of  Congress,  to  "  lay  before  them 
a  true  and  perfect  account  of  the  state  of  tihe 
Treasury  •  ''by  which,  certainly,  it  is  not  meant 
that  he  should  lay  before  Oonsress  an  acconnt 
of  the  state  of  any  bank  or  other  place  where 
the  public  moneys  may  be  deposited,  but  "  the 
amount  of  the  public  moneys,  wheresoever 
d^torited." 

In  regud  to  the  other  portion  of  the  honor- 
able Senator's  (Hr.  Out)  observations,  touching 
the  abuses  which  the  President  nught  commit, 
in  saying  first  to  one,  and  then  to  another  Secre- 
tary, that  if  yon  wiU  not  do  so  and  so,  I  will 
turn  yon  out  of  office,  I  can  only  say  uat  the 
aigoment  cornea  just  forty-five  years  too  late. 
In  tbe  very  first  Ocoigress  which  met  mtist  the 
oonstitation,  it  was  dedded,  upon  tlie  fbllest 
ocmdderatioD,  that  the  President,  according 
to  the  true  principles  of  that  instrument,  pos- 
sessed  the  power  of  removal  fh>m  office,  and 
that  power  was  expressly  recognized  in  the  acts 
constituting  the  Executive  Departments.  The 
Tery  ai^ument  which  the  honorable  Senator 
now  uses,  and  every  other  which  he  has  so 
earnestly  pressed  on  this  branch  of  the  sul^ect 
derived  m>m  possible  abases,  was  then  repeat- 
edly and  strongly  ui^ed  against  the  power  of 
removal  in  tiie  Pre^dent  But  tJiey  were  all 
OTerroledjOnthe  ground  that  the  oonstitatloii, 


in  "  vesting  the  Executive  power  in  the  Presi- 
dent," had  made  him  responsible  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  Executive  officers  employed  under 
him,  whom,  therefore,  he  ought  to  have  the 
power  to  contrc^  and  that  this  responsibility 
of  the  Preddent^  thus  established,  was,  in  faot^ 
to  use  the  langnage  of  J£r,  Ibidisou,  the  highest 
aeooiity  "  for  Uberty  and  the  pnUic  good." 

But,  dr,  this  matter  deswes  a  foUer  exam- 
ination, and  brings  under  review  some  opinions 
expressed  by  the  h<morable  Senator  a  few  days 
ago,  which,  as  they  involve  the  fimdamenUil 
theory  of  the  constitution  in  regard  to  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government,  I  w^ 
proceed  to  consider  more'  in  detail.  The  hon- 
orable Senator  took  especial  exception  to  the 
principle  asserted  by  the  President  in  the  paper 
read  by  him  to  his.cabinet — "that  the  oonstiT ' 
tntion  has  devolved  upon  him  the  duty  of  su- 
perintending l^e  oporation  <3i  the  Executive 
I)epartments."  He  ocmtanded  that  tiie  oon- 
stitntitm  had  nven  him  no  soeh  power— that 
by  law.  those  departments  may,  and  in  oert^ 
caaes  have  been,  placed  under  uie  superintend-' 
enoe  and  direction  of  the  President — that  so 
fbr,  and  no  fulher,  he  has,  by  law,  the  super* 
intendenoe  of  their  operations ;  but  that  tiie 
constitution  has  devolved  on  the  Prendent  no 
right  of  superintendence  over  the  Executive 
Departmente. 

Kow,  sir,  on  this  assertion,  I  must  respeot- 
fiiUy  join  issue  with  the  honorable  Senator ; 
and  I  call  to  witness  the  fathers  o[  the  consti- 
tution, and  those  who  have  had  the  largest  and 
most  enlightened  experience  in  the  adminis* 
tration  <tf  its  highest  tnuts.  The  inndamental 
tiieory  at  the  omistitntion,  in  regard  to  the 
Executive  power,  is,  1st,  its  unity,  Sdty,  its 
respon^Uity ;  to  secure  which  last,  io  an  un- 
divided and  the  most  efficient  manner,  was  the 
great  argument  in  favor  of  the  first  In  Gov- 
ernments of  the  monarchical  kind,  the  Execu- 
tive head  is  exempt  from  all  responsibihty.  But 
in  our  republican  oonstitntioD,  the  chief  Execu- 
tive KagiBtrate  is  under  a  triple  responsibility, 
through  the  medium  of  election,  of  impeach- 
ment, and  of  prosecution  in  the  common  course 
of  law.  He  is  not  only  .responsible  for  his  per- 
sonal acts,  but  the  "Executive  power  being 
vested  in  him,"  he  is  responsible  for  the  wh<de 
I^ecative  Department;  and  this  respon^Ullty 
of  the  Fnsident  was  ocouidered  the  great 
security  for  the  proper  and  safe  administration 
of  that  Department.  Mr.  Madison,  in  the 
debates  which  took  place  in  '69  on  the  Presi- 
dent's power  of  removal,  sud^  "  It  is  evidently 
the  intention  of  the  constitution  that  the  First 
Magistrate  should  be  responuble  for  the  Exec- 
utive Department"  Agun,  in  the  course  of 
the  same  debate,  he  said,  "The  principle  of 
unity  and  responsibility  in  the  Executive  De- 
partment, is  intended  for  the  seenrity  of  liberi7 
and  the  public  good." 

The  President  being  thus  responsible  by  the 
oonstitntion  for  the  conduct  (tf  the  ExeoutlTe 
<^oets,  he  hasy  from  the  ocHutitat^  also^ 
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M  a  neceseary  consequence,  the  right  to  iospeoL 
aapeiintoid,  and  control  their  proceedings ;  am 
this  right  of  supolntendenee  is  ezpre^y  and 
repeatedly  recognind,  mooiutitQUonal  gronnds, 
In  the  great  debate  in  the  first  OongresB,  to 
which  I  have  already  referred.  I  will  give  a 
few  only,  of  many  similar  extracts,  in  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  this  right  of  saperintend- 
enoe,  aa  a  constitutional  right,  is  dlstmotly  and 
imeqaivocally  asserted.  Hr.  Hadlscm  said: 
"  Is  there  no  danger  that  an  ofBcer,  when  he 
U  appointed  by  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
and  has  Mends  in  that  body,  may  choose  to 
risk  his  establishment  on  the  &vor  of  that 
branch  rather  than  rest  it  n|>on  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  to  the  satis&otion  of  the  Execu- 
tive branch,  which  to  consUtutitnuUy  anthor- 
ized  to  Inspect  and  control  his  o<mdtiett" 

Xr.  Lawrence:  "In  the  oonstitntioa,  the 
heads  of  Departments  are  oraiddCTed  aa  the 
mere  assistants  of  ih»  President  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  executive  duties.  He  has  the  super- 
intendence, the  control,  and  the  inspection 
of  their  conduot,"  An. 

Mr.  Ames :  "  The  executive  powers  are  del- 
egated "  (of  course,  by  the  constitution)  "  to 
the  Prerident,  with  a  view  to  have  a  responuble 
officer  to  superintend,  control,  inspect,  and 
check  the  officers  necessarily  empl<^ed  in  ad- 
ministering the  law." 

We  see,  thai,  Hr.  President,  that  through- 
out these  debates,  wldoh,  as  a  einitemporaneouB 
exposition,  as  well  as  from  the  diaBnguiahed 
ability  of  the  men  who  participated  in  than, 
most  be  regarded  aa  an  anthoritr  of  the 
highest  order,  that  the  right  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  Bopenntend  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments, was  treated  as  a  right  flowing  from 
the  fonntidn  of  the  constitution  itsd^  and 
existing  anterior  to,  and  independent  of  l^ala- 
tive  provision.  Bir,  that  this  is  the  true  char- 
acter of  the  right,  nothing  could  more  strikingly 
show  than  the  form  in  which  the  qaestion  en 
the  Presidential  power  of  removal  was  finally 
eettied  by  the  Congress,  whose  detwtes  are 
here  referred  to.  In  the  original  shi^w  of 
the  bills  for  the  organlEation  <tf  the  Executive 
Departments,  it  was  provided  that  saoh  and  sooh 
Sewetariea  ^onld  be  i^pdnted,  "to  be  re- 
movable by  the  President."  It  was  suggested, 
however,  that  a  clause  of  this  sort  mi^t  be 
considered  as  implying  that  the  power  of  re- 
moval was  granted  by  the  law.  To  preolade 
snch  an  influence,  it  was  proposed  to  substitute 
a  mere  incidental  recognition  of  the  power, 
serving  to  show  that  the  power  was  considered 
*  a  pre-existing  one,  derived  from  the  constitution 
and  not  from  the  law ;  and  this  was  done  in 
the  aection  providing  for  cases  of  vacancy  in 
^the  bead  of  the  Department,  by  a  simple  decla- 
ration, that  "whenever  the  principal  officer 
shall  be  removed  fecm  office  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Btatea,  m  in  any  other  case  of 
vacancy,"  the  cUef  dark  shaD,  during  snob 
vaoancy,  have  the  charge  and  eostody  of  the 
zeoorda,  of  the  department.  The 


original  clanse  was  stricken  out,  and  this  ind- 
de^al  recognition  of  the  power  anbatitnted,  ai 
will  be  seen  by  refuence  to  the  acts  eoustitat- 
ing  the  Exeontiye  Dquurtments ;  and  this  vaa 
done  ex[Hwly  on  the  ground,  whldi  the  lan- 
guage sufficientiy  imports,  that  the  power  of 
removal  from  office  by  the  Prestdent,  was  a  pre- 
existing power,  flowing  from  the  constitution, 
and  not  derived  from  ti^e  law.  The  power  (h 
superintendence,  involved  in  that  of  removal, 
stands,  as  we  have  seen,  on  the  same  ground. 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  now  to  call  the  attenticm  of 
the  Senate  to  an  authority  which,  as  that  of 
one  of  the  earliest  and  most  uncompromising 
foes  of  tyranny,  and  the  great  champion  n 
popular  ri^ts,  as  he  is  the  acknowledged 
foonder  of  the  demooratie  party  in  this  country: 
oannot  fiul,  I  trust,  to  command  the  respect  at 
those  wh<^  like  the  honorable  Senator  flrom 
Kentucky,  profess  to  be  fighting  the  battles  ot 
liberty  on  tnis  floor.  I  allude,  of  course,  to  ICr. 
Jefferson.  While  no  one  more  steadily  opmM^ 
the  undue  aocnmolation  of  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  chief  Executive  Vi^trate,  it  will  be 
seen  that  no  one  more  unequivocally  main- 
t^ned  the  oonstitntional  right  of  the  President 
to  superintend  and  control  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Departments.  I  will  read,  sir,  an 
extract  from  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  H. 
de  Tracy,  the  aathor  of  an  able  and  enlight- 
ened commentary  on  the  great  work  of  Mon- 
tesquieu, He  is  eznesung  his  diffi»renoe  <tf 
opinitm  from  U.  de  Tracy  on  the  question  of  a 
pluwl  or  ringle  Executive,  dedarea  a  dedded 
preference  for  the  latter,  and  after  ^qwaling  to 
the  history  the  French  Directory  to  show 
the  evils  and  disadvantages  of  the  former,  he 
proceeds  to  notice  the  organization  of  our  edn^e 
Executive  thus : 

"  The  fkilore  of  the  French  Directory,  and  from 
the  same  caoae,  seems  to  have  sutboriiEed  a  beUef 
that  the  torm  of  a  plurality,  however  promiiing  in 
Uieoiy,  is  Impracticable,  with  men  oonstitated  with 
the  ordinary  passions :  while  the  tranquil  and 
steady  tenor  of  oar  Sxecative,  daring  a 

connM  of  twenty-two  yean  of  the  most  tempest 
ttooa  times  the  history  of  the  worid  has  ever  pre- 
sented, gires  a  rational  hope  that  this  important 
problem  is  at  length  solved.  Aided  by  the  coon- 
Be  Is  of  a  cabinet  of  heads  of  Departments,  orig- 
inaUy  four,  but  now  ftve,  with  whom  the  Freddeat 
consults^  either  dng^  or  altogether,  he  has  the 
benefit  of  their  wMom  and  mPormation,  brings 
their  riewa  to  one  centre,  and  produces  aa  unity 
of  action  and  direction  io  all  the  branches  of  the 
Gh>Temmeat  The  exoelleace  of  this  conatnidion 
of  the  Executive  power  has  already  maoiEested 
itself  here  under  very  oppodte  circvmatancee. 
During  the  admlnlslmtten  of  oor  first  President, 
his  Cabinet  of  four  members  was  equally  divided, 
by  as  marked  an  oppoation  of  principle  as  mon- 
arohism  and  repablicanism  could  bring  into  conflict. 
Had  that  Cabinet  been  a  Directory,  liJce  positive 
and  negative  quantities  in  algebra,  the  opposing 
wills  would  have  balanced  each  other,  and  wodoced 
a  state  of  absolute  Inaction.  But  tiie  IMkdeut 
heard  with  oalmoen  the  opinions  and  reasons  of 
each,  decided  the  coarse  to  be  pursued,  and  kept 
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the  Governmeat  steadily  In  it,  unaffected  the 
ogitfttioQ.  The  pablic  koew  well  the  diueiuioiu  in 
the  Cftbiaet,  but  never  had  an  uneaaj  thought  on 
their  account ;  because  they  knew  also  they  had  a 
regulating  power,  wbleh  would  keep  the  machine  in 
a  steady  moremeat." 

This  passage,  sir,  requires  no  oomment.  It 
b  evident  tlut  ISr.  Jefferson  oonddered  the 
power  of  the  President  to  control  and  "  dedde 
tb»  coarse  to  be  punned  hy  eaoh"  of  tiie 
D^artntMitB,  as  the  ftndamoital  principle  of 
our  ExecntiTe  organization — ^that  it  only  can 
aeoore  the  necessary  "  unity  of  action  and  direc- 
tion in  all  the  branches"  of  the  ExeonliTe 
administration — and  that,  in  short,  it  is  the 
"regulating  power  which  keeps  the  whole 
machine  in  steady  movement."  In  a  subsequent 
part  of  the  sune  letter,  he  speaks  of  *'thi8 
power  of  decision  iu  the  President,  as  that 
which  alike  excludes  internal  dissensions,  and 
repels  external  intrigues." 

[Mr.  Clay  here  inquired  of  Mr.  Rirss,  if  this 
letter  was  written  b«KHre  or  after  Hr.  J^j^son 
was  President] 

Jtr,  BiTXS  answered  that  It  was  written  in 
January,  1811,  in  the  philosophical  retirement 
of  Montioello,  whan  he  had  withdrawn  from  all 
the  disturbing  scenes  of  public  life,  and,  as  a 
patriot  and  sage,  employed  his  leisure  in  medi- 
tating the  lessons  of  his  long  experience,  and 
recording  them  for  the  instruction  of  posterity. 
But,  lest  the  honorable  Senator  may  suppose 
(as  his  quesUon  seems  to  imply)  that  the  pos- 
session of  power  had  given  an  undae  bias  to 
the  nund  of  Hr.  Jefferson,  (than  whom  there 
never  lived  a  man  more  thoroughly  imbued 
with  an  innate  love  of  liberty,)  he  shall  speak 
for  himself.  In  the  letter  from  which  I  nave 
already  quoted,  he  uses  the  following  language : 

**  I  am  not  consoiona  ttiat  my  participations  in 
Ezeeutive  authority  have  ^ptodaeei  any  bias  in 
frvor  of  a  sinc^  Bxeentive ;  because  the  parts  I 
have  acted  have  been  in  the  subordinate,  as  well  as 
aoperiw  stadons,  and  because,  if  I  know  myself, 
what  I  have  felt  and  what  I  have  wished,  I  know  I 
have  never  been  so  well  pleased  as  when  I  could 
shift  power  from  my  own  on  the  shoulders  of 
others ;  nor  have  I  ever  been  able  to  conceive  how 
any  rational  being  could  propose  happiness  to  Um- 
aelf  from      exncise  of  power  over  others." 

In  the  letter  ftvm  which  I  have  read,  we 
have  seen  Hr.  Jefferson's  theory  of  the  consti- 
tution with  r^ard  to  the  Executive,  and  the 
practice  of  Washington.  Let  na  now  see,  dr, 
the  principlee  upon  which  he  conducted  his 
own  administration  of  this  high  office,  la  » 
ftw  numths  after  his  aoceaaion  to  the  Fted- 
isiajf  in  Korember  1801,  he  addressed  a  dr- 
eolar  to  the  Hrads  of  Departments,  the  members 
of  his  Oabinet,  for  the  pnipose  of  laying  down 
the  roles  which  were  to  govern  the  o£Boial 
relations  between  him  and  Uiose  Departments. 
He  begins  with  repeating  what  was  the  prac- 
tice, in  hia  respect,  of  General  "Washii^ton's 
administration,  of  which  he  had  himself 
been  a  member — ^that  the  several  Heads  of 
Vou  XIL— 16 
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Departments  regularly  transmitted  to  the  Pres- 
ident the  eommonioations  addressed  to  them  in 
relation  to  the  conoercs  of  their  respective 
offices,  with  the  answers  proposed  by  them  to 
be  made,  and  received  from  him,  in  return, 
the  sign^cation  of  his  approbation,  or  else  the 
sugff^on  of  such  alterations  as  he  mi^t 
ib^k  neoessaty — and  then  proceeds:  "Bjr 
this  means,  he  was  alwi^  in  accurate  possea- 
flion  of  all  facts  and  proceedings  in  vnrj  part 
of  the  TTnton,  and  to  whatsoever  Department 
thin*  rdated ;  he  formed  a  central  point  for  the 
di^rait  branches,  preserved  an  unity"  (this 
despotic  nnitjr  aguu,  sir  1)  *'  ctf  object  and  action 
among  them ;  exercised  that  partit^iatioa  in 
the  ^estion  of  affairs  which  hia  office  made 
inonmbent  on  faim ;  and  met  himself  the  dne 
responsibility,"  (General  Washington,  and  Hr. 
Jefferson  too,  it  seems,  were  so  reckless  and 
daring  as  to  meet  the  responidbility  of  their 
offices,)  '*for  whatever  was  done.  Dnring  Hr. 
ik^ams's  administration,  his  long  and  habitual 
absrauwB  from  the  Seat  of  Government  rendered 
tiiis  kind  of  oommnnicatioi  ImpractioaUe^  i»* 
moved  him  from  any  share  in  the  transaction 
of  affairs,  and  parodied  ont  the  Government, 
in  faoty  among  four  independent  heads,  drawing 
sometimes  in  opposite  directions."  He  then 
expressed  his  intfoititm  to  adhere  to  the  system, 
in  this  respect,  of  Washington,  and  adds—*'  my 
sole  motives  are  those  before  ejrpressed,  as 
governing  the  first  administration  m  ehalking 
out  the  nilee  of  their  proceedings ;  adding  to 
them  only  a  sense  of  tlw  obligation  imposed  on 
me  by  the  public  will,  to  meet  personally  the 
duties  to  which  they  have  appointed  me." 

Here,  sir,  we  have  the  mterpretation  of 
Washiiwton  and  Jefferson,  in  the  most  aothen- 
tio  of  wl  forms,  (their  own  practice,)  oi  the 
duties  and  powers  of  the  Presidential  office, 
orcAting  in  tne  Ohi^  Hs^trate  himself  a  re- 
sponsibility "  for  whatever  is  done  "  in  any  of 
the  Enoutiva  Departments,  and  giving  him,  by 
consequence,  a  power  to  soperintend,  control, 
and  ^ape  tiie  action  of  those  Departments. 
To  these  high  constitutional  models,  realizing 
the  well-ordered  unity  and  responsibility  of  a 
single  Executive,  the  present  Executive  Chief 
Hagistrate  has  sought  to  conform  his  adminis- 
tration, rather  than  by  indolence,  neglect,  or 
shrinkiog  from  responsiUli^,  to  paroeTont  the 
Government  among  fl  ve  w  sixindependentHeads 
of  Departments,  thus  converting  it  into  a  dis- 
cordant md  practically  irresponsible  directory. 

I  will  now,  Hr.  Praident,  advert  to  an  ar- 
gmnant  ot  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, which,  I  confess,  struck  me  with  oon- 
dderable  surprise.  In  order  to  sustain  his  po- 
sition that  tiie  constitution  had  not  nven 
the  President  a  power  of  superintendence^ 
and  ofmtrol  over  the  Executive  Departments,* 
be  contended  th^  in  certun  cases,  the 
heads  of  those  Departments  were  responu- 
ble  to,  and  compellable  to  act  by  the  conrts 
of  justice ;  and.  In  soraMMrt  of  thia  prindple, 
he  relied  on  ttie  deduoa  of  the  Ba^ma» 
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Court  in  the  case  of  Marbnrj  and  Madison,  an 
e^xact  vhich  he  read  to  the  Senate.  I 
was  the  more  surprised,  sir,  at  the  dootrine 
and  the  autbon^  oomiug  firom  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Eentnoky,  beoatue  he  professes 
an  adhesion  to  the  creed  vi  the  republican 

{tartj  of  that  day ;  and  yet  it  may  be  confident- 
7  affirmed  that  there  never  was  a  decision  of 
Uiat  tribunal  which  gave  more  dissatisfaction 
to  the  republican  party,  than  that  did,  and 
especiall;  to  the  great  chief  and  leader  of  the 
^sxij^  who  has  recorded,  in  various  parts  of 
his  writings,  the  moat  earnest  and  energetic 
condemnation  of  it.  With  all  the  deference 
I  entertain  for  that  exalted  tribunal,  I  must  say 
that  the  doctrines  of  Uarbnry  and  Hadisoa 
wpear  to  me  utterly  unsustainable,  and  such, 
I  Delieve,  would  be  tfie  judgment  all  parties 
at  the  present  day.  The  Senate,  sir,  doubtless 
recollect  the  dronmBtanoes  ^  the  case.  Mr. 
Adams,  on  the.  eve  of  quitting  the  Preudency, 
had  ^pointed,  with  tbe  oonourrenoe  of  the 
Senate,  numerous  officers,  and,  among  others, 
certain  jusUces  of  the  peace  for  thu  district 
Their  commissions  hod  been  signed  by  him, 
and  the  sea!  of  State,  perhaps,  affixed  to  them ; 
but  they  had  not  been  delivered  to  the  parties, 
when  }ix.  Jefferson  came  into  office.  Ur. 
Jefferson  finding  them  still  in  the  Department 
of  State  when  he  succeeded  to  the  Presidency, 
imd,  considering  the  i^pointments  either  as 
improper  in  themselves,  or  impn^>erly  made, 
and  that  ocHnnusnoau,  like  deeds^  were  incom- 
plete and  revocable  till  delivery,  determined 
to  withhold  tfaem.  The  parties  applied  to  the 
Supreiqe  Court  for  a  mandamus,  directed  to 
Ur.  Madison,  then  Secretary  of  State,  to  compel 
the  delivery  of  tbe  commissions.  The  Oourt 
decided  that  though  they  had  no  jurisdiction 
to  grant  a  mandamus  in  tiie  case,  (it  not  being 
embrat^  among  those  cases  of  original  juris- 
dictifm  committed  to  them,)  yet  that  tbe  parUes 
had  acquired,  by  the  signiiig  and  sealiug  of  the 
commissions,  without  delivery,  an  absolute  and 
legal  light  to  the  offices  in  question,  which 
might  be  enforced  agtuaat  an  ii^ependent 
dwartment  of  tbe  Government  by  a  Jnd^^ 
trioonaL 

I  most  leave  it  to  !&.  Jefibrvm,  in  his  own 
strong  language,  and  witb  a  reasoniDg  which 
^ipears  to  me  irre^sUble,  to  show  the  fonda- 
mental  and  dangerous  errors  of  this  decision, 
now  relied  on  by  tbe  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  Mir.  Hay, 
attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  District 
of  Virginia,  during  the  progress  of  Burr's  trial, 
at  Bichmond,  he  writes  Uius : 

"I  observe  that  tbe  esse  of  Mubury  m.  UjuDsoa 
has  been  cited,  and  I  thiol:  it  material  to  atop  at 
the  threshold  tbe  cidng  that  case  as  authority, 
■ndtohftveit  denied  to  be  lav.  1.  Because  the 
judges,  in  the  outset,  disclaimed  all  cognizance  of 
the  case ;  althoogh  they  then  went  on  to  say  what 
would  have  been  thdr  otdnioa  had  they  had  cog- 
nixance  of  It. .  This,  then,  was  oontesedly  an  ex- 
tra-Judicial ophiioni  and,  as  aaob,  of  no  autiioritj. 


a.  Because,  had  it  been  jodidally  pronounced,  it 
would  have  been  against  law ;  for,  to  a  commisaion, 
a  deed,  a  bond,  dehvery  is  essential  to  ^ve  validity. 
Until,  therefore,  the  commiasion  ia  delivered  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Executive  and  his  agents,  it  ia  not 
his  deed.  Be  may  withhold  or  cancel  it'  at  [Measure, 
as  he  might  his  private  deed  in  tbe  same  situation. 
The  constitution  intended  that  the  three  great 
branches  of  tbe  Government  ahouid  be  co-ordinate, 
and  Independent  <^  each  other.  As  to  acts,  there- 
fore, which  are  to  be  done  by  either,  it  has  given 
no  control  to  another  branch.* 

*'  The  Executive  and  Senate  act  on  the  eonstnic- 
tion  that  until  delivery  from  the  Executive  Depart* 
ment,  a  oommisuon  is  in  th^r  possesaon  and  within 
th^  i^btful  power ;  and  in  eases  of  conunianons 
not  revocable  at  wIU,  where,  after  the  Senate's  ap- 
probation, and  the  President's  sigmag  and  sealing, 
new  information  of  the  unfitness  of  the  person  has 
come  to  hand  before  the  delirery  of  the  commis* 
rion,  new  nomlnatioos  have  been  made  and  ap- 
proved, and  new  commisdons  have  issued. 

*'  On  this  construction  I  have  hitherto  acted ;  on 
tliis  I  shall  ever  aoc,  and  maintain  it  with  the 
powns  of  the  Qoremment  against  any  coutrd 
whi(^  may  be  attempted  by  the  judges  in  aubveiH 
Aoa  of  the  IndependMioe  of  the  ExeetUive  and 
Senate  wltUn  thdr  peenUar  departmeni." 

This  answer  of  Vx,  JotSBnoD.  rir,  to  Che 
Supreme  Court,  appears  to  me  to  be  ooncluslv* 
and  irrefragable.  It  shows  that  tiie  doctrine 
of  Marbury  vt.  Madison  was  wrong,  not  merely 
with  regat^  to  the  merits  of  the  partlcnlar  case, 
but  dangerously  vrrong  in  another  aspect,  in 
asserting  a  clum  of  the  judiciary  (which  is  now 
reiterated  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky) to  control  an  independent  branch  of  the 
Qovemment  in  matters  confided  by  the  consti- 
tution to  its  separate  and  responnble  action. 
As  this  kst  aspect  of  the  deci»on  involves  a 
question  of  the  gravest  import-~<>ne  affecting 
that  ftrndameataf  prindple,  not  merely  of  our 
constitution,  but  of  free  Govenimfflit  in  general, 
which  prescribes  tiie  aepaxatkm  and  mutual  in- 
dependence cS  the  three  great  departments, 
Lc^^ative,  Executive,  and  Ju^dal— a  question 
too,  in  regard  to  which  the  imputed  opinions 
ot  tiie  present  Chief  Mag^trate  have  been  freely 
oommoitedupoai  inthe  course  of  tius  discussion. 


*  In  the  teiona  as*  of  JoutbaD  Bobblna,  delwted  In 
CoagTMs  In  the  jm  1800;  the  emtnent  Ikwj«t  tad  tlta- 
mria  Chief  Jnstice  of  the  Sapreme  Ofntrt,  and  then  antom- 
ber  of  the  Houh  ot  Bepnsoitstlna,  J<An  Miaball,  th«M 
ezpretsed  Unnolf  In  tdatloa  to  the  JndMiI  power  of  tka 
United  fitetea: 

"  By  the  oonttlttitlon,  tbe  JttdliiU  power  of  the  United 
States  la  extended  to  all  caees  In  law  and  equity,  arUing 
under  Uie  oonatitntion,  laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United' 
States."  "  A  case  In  law  or  eqni^  was  a  term  well  snd^ 
stood,  ud  of  limited  slgnlfloatloa  ItwasaoontrorenT  be- 
tween parUea  which  had  taken  a  ahue  for  Judicial  deduMi." 
"  Br  extending  the  Judicial  power  U>  all  eases  In  law  and 
eqaltf,  the  oonstltatlon  had  never  been  nnderatood  to  ooa- 
far  on  Uiat  department  anr  poUtioal  power  whateyer.  To 
come  within  this  description,  a  question  mnst  assame  a 
iml  form  for  fttrensio  litigation  and  Jndidal  decision. 
There  mut  be  parties  to  oome  into  eoui^  who  can  be 
reached  by  its  prooess,  and  boand  by  Its  power;  whose 
rights  admit  of  ultimate  decision  hj  a  trlbnni^  to  which 
they  are  bound  to  snbmlt"— JTbr  tht  mM«  fpMOA  Me  lUt 
AMdgmsia^  Vol.  JL,  p.  OH. 
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I  beg  permiaeion  of  tlie  Seuato,  while  I  have 
the  writings  of  Kr.  Jefferson  in  mj  hand,  to 
read  what  was  ntt«red  by  this  great  Republican 
Oracle  on  this  important  subject  In  a  letter 
addressed  by  him,  in  1819,  to  Judge  Roane, 
Idmself  one  of  the  most  profound  oonstatationai 
Jurists  of  onr  ooontry,  he  expressed  himself 
urns: — "Ify  omstraotion  of  the  oonstitntion 
is  Tery  diflorent  from  tbat  yoa  quote.  It  is, 
that  each  depirtment  Is  tnuy  indepeiideiit  of 
the  others,  and  has  an^eqnal  right  to  dedde 
for  iteelf  what  is  the  meaiuiig  of  the  consMtn- 
tion  in  the  cases  salumitted  to  its  action ;  and 
espedally  where  it  is  to  act  ultimately  and 
without  appeal.  I  wiU  explidn  mysdf  by  exam- 
ples which,  having  occurred  while  I  was  in 
office,  are  better  known  to  me,  and  &e  princi- 
ples which  governed  them.  A  li^islatore  had 
passed  the  sedition  law.  The  fMeral  courts 
Iiad  snt^ected  certain  individuals  to  its  penal- 
ties, of  fine  and  imprisonment  On  coming 
into  ofSce,  I  released  the  individoals  by  the 
porer  of  pardon,  committed  to  Executive  dis- 
cvelicai,  which  ooold  never  be  more  properly 
exercised  than  where  ^tizens  were  soffering 
without  the  anthraity  of  law,  or,  which  was 
equivalent,  under  a  law  unauthorized  by  the 
eonstituti<m,  and  therefore  null.  In  the  case 
of  3Carbory  and  Madison,  tbe  fbderal  Jndges 
declared  tbat  commisaons  signed  and  sealed 
by  the  President,  were  v^id,  although  not 
delivered.  I  deem  delivery  essential  to  com- 
plete a  deed  which,  as  long  as  it  remains  in 
the  bands  of  the  party,  is  as  yet  no  deed ;  it  is 
in  fxme  only,  but  not  in  eaw,  and  I  withhdd 
dehvery  of  the  commissions."  (Yea,  sir,  I,  the 
Freudent,  not  ihe  8eaeUry,  withheld  the 
e(mmiiBnon&)  *'  Thcj  cannot  issoe  a  manda- 
Mw  to  the  President  or  Le^alatore,  or  to  any 
of  their  officers — (the  oonstitatkHi  oontroQing 
tiie  common  hiw  in  this  partioolariy.)  When 
tiie  British  treaty  of  1607  arrived,  without 
any  provi8l<m  against  impressment  of  our  sea- 
men,  I  determined  not  to  ratify  it  The  Senate 
thought  X  should  ask  their  advice.  I  thought 
that  would  be  a  mockery  of  them,  when  I  was 
predetermined  against  following  i^  shotild  they 
advise  its  ratification.  The  constitution  had 
made  their  advice  necessary  to  ooofirm  a 
treaty,  bat  not  to  reject  it  This  has  been 
blamed  by  some ;  but  I  have  never  doubted  its 
soondness.  Ip  the  cases  of  two  persons,  antenatL 
mder  exactly  similar  dronmstanoM,  the  federal 
court  had  detennined  that  one  of  them  (Duane) 
was  not  a  tAtiztsi ;  the  House  <tf  Bepresentap 
fives,  neverthelesB,  detomined  tiiat  tm  other 
OSmith,  of  South  Oardina)  was  a  citizen,  and 
admitted  him  to  a  seat  in  their  body.  Duane 
was  a  republican,  and  South  a  federalist,  and 
these  decisions  were  during  the  federal  ascend- 
ency. These  are  examples  of  my  podtion, 
that  each  of  the  three  departments  has  equally 
the  right  to  decide  for  itself  what  is  its  duty 
nnder  the  constituUon,  without  aity  r^;ard  to 
what  the  oUiers  may  have  decided  for  them- 
aelTes  nnder  a  dmiUr  question." 


[Skit An. 

"Withoat  entering  at  this  time,  sir,  into  any 
discussion  of  those  important  principles,  I  wiU 
only  say,  that  if  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
has  sinned  against  the  cMistitnUon  by  any  doc- 
trines which  he  has  advanced,  or  is  suppled 
to  entertain  on  this  enbject,  he  has  mnned  in 
company  with  the  great  apostle  of  American 
liberty  and  of  the  rights  of  man. 

To  sum  up,  then,  in  a  tew  words,  Cie  results 
of  what  lias  been  sidd,  I  think  it  has  been  shown 
that,  according  to  the  true  tlieiny  of  tihe  oonsU- 
tation,  the  Prerident  (tf  the  Umted  States,  in 
whom  the  "executive  power  is  vested,"  Is 
made  responrible  for  the  conduct  and  proceed- 
ings of  all  the  Executive  Departments — ^that,  as 
a  necessary  consequence  of  that  re^onsibility, 
he  has  a  constitutional  right  to  inspect,  saper- 
intend,  and  control  the  operations  of  ^ose  De- 
partments— and  that  at  the  very  organization 
<tf  the  Government,  immediately  succeeding  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  the  correctness  of 
these  principles  was  acknowledged  in  the  most 
formal  manner,  and  after  the  fulest  diseoaBion, 
by  an  explicit  recognition  ot  the  power  of  tho 
Preddent  to  remove  firom  ofl^  any  <^  the 
functionaries  of  the  Executive  Departments— a 
power  which  has  never  since  been  questioned. 

The  power  of  removal,  existing  alike  in  r&- 
gard  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
other  heads  of  departments,  may  be  rightfiolly 
exercised  for  reasons  so  various  t^t  it  is  im- 
possible to  reduce  them  to  any  genera]  classifi- 
cation. The  President,  who  possesses  the 
power,  is  to  judge,  in  the  first  instance  at  least, 
of  the  reasons  for  its  exercise.  In  the  debate 
of  '89,  BO  frequenUy  appealed  to  on  this  sub- 
ject, Mr.  Madison  said :  If  a  head  of  a  De- 
partment shall  not  conform  to  the  Jadl«nent 
the  ^eddent,  in  doing  the  Exeontave  duties  of 
his  office^  he  may  be  displaced."  The  homm- 
able  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  South- 
ASD,)  who  spoke  a  few  days  ago,  cited  ths 
opinion  expressed  by  Hr.  Madison  in  the  same 
debate,  that  the  President  might  be  impeached 
for  a  wanton  removal  of  a  public  officer.  Sir, 
I  do  not  donbt  it ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  remind 
the  honorable  Sen^r  of  a  correlative  opinion 
delivered  by  Mr.  Madison  on  the  same  occasion 
— that  the  President  might  be  prc^rly  Im- 
peached also  for  n^eoting  to  remove  a  publio 
officer,  when  the  public  interest  demanded  it. 
And  this,  sir,  suggests  the  true  mode  of  testing 
the  qnestl(m  whwn  has  been  raised  of  the  Pre»* 
ident*s  oonstitntional  power  to  remore  the  late 
Seoetary  d  the  Treasuiy,  for  his  refusal  Qa 
the  langiiage  of  Mr.  MamsoiL  just  cited)  to 
conform  to  the  judgment  of  the  Premdent "  on 
the  subject  of  the  puUlo  deposits.  Let  us  re- 
verse the  case,  which  actually  occurred,  uid 
suppose  ttiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in- 
stead of  the  President,  had  desired  a  transfer 
a£  the  public  depoBlts— that  he  did  so  without 
any  sufficient  reason,  and  was  about  to  commit 
them  to  banks  of  questionable  solvency  or  of 
notorious  insolvemsy.  If  the  President,  enter- 
tdning  a  different  <^ni(ni  of  the  ezpedien^ 
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and  propriety,  had  stood  "bj^  and  reoouDciiig 
the  BalutaiT  control  which  the  constitadon  bad 
placed  in  his  hands  hj  the  power  of  removal, 
Lad  permitted  his  Secretary  qdietly  to  coosnin- 
mate  his  patpo8&  on  the  fpnimd  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  liffit  to  interfere  with  «  discre- 
tionary poww  inbnuted  by  Congress  to  a  head 
a  Derartmeat  what  tbisn  would  have  been 
laidf  We  ahoald  have  heard,  sir,  dennnda- 
ticHU  not  Ian  lond  and  vehement  than  those 
wtuoh  have  beoi  ottered  on  the  present  ooca- 
^D,  thanderingagainBt  him,  but  upon  a  differ- 
ent principle.  We  shoold  then  have  been  told, 
sir,  that  the  Premdent  had  been  recreant  to  his 
high  trofit ;  that  he  had  been  armed  with  the 

EDwer  of  removal  expressly  to  protect  the  pnb- 
0  interests  from  the  faithlMsness  or  inoapacit7 
of  pnblio  offlcers,  and  that.  In  foiling  to  exer- 
cise it,  he  had  weakly  and  wickedly  betrayed 
his  dnfy  to  the  constitatim  and  to  the  country. 

Having  thns  reviewed,  Jtr,  Pre^dent,  the 
doctrinei,  to  me,  I  must  aaj  novel  doctrines,  of 
oonstitntUKial  law  which  nave  been  advanced 
iv  the  bcHKwable  Senatw  from  Kwtacky,  (Mr. 
(AiT,)  I  will  detain  the  Senate  bat  with  a  f&w 
wwda  more.  The  honorable  Senator  told  ns, 
witti  a  deep  and  monmfiil  pathos,  that  we  are 
In  the  midst  ct  a  revolution.  I  agree  with 
him,  nr ;  we  are  in  the  nudst  of  a  revolution— 
a  hwpy  and  auspicioos  revolution,  like  the 
"  dvu  revolution  of  1800,"  which,  according  to 
Hr.  Jefferson,  was  "  as  real  a  revolution  in  the 
principles,  as  that  of  '76  was  in  the  form,  of 
our  (Sovemment."  A  like  salutary  revolution 
"in  the  principles  of  the  Govenmient,"  we 
have  sem  acomnpUahed  dnring  the  last  five 
years  cS  its  administaalion.  In  that  time,  nr, 
we  have  seen  the  Oovemment  Inon^t  baok  to 
its  "  repnblioan  tack,"  from  the  deviations  ot 
latitndinous  power  into  which  it  had  fttally 
frdlen.  yfe  have  seen  an  nnoonstitatitmal  and 
oorrupting  system  of  internal  improvementa, 
nnder  the  patronage  of  the  federal  anthori^, 
arrested,  and  those  great  local  interests  remit- 
ted to  thdr  natural  and  safe  guardians,  the 
Governments  of  the  States.  We  have  seoi  the 
bank,  the  "  first-born  "  of  federal  nsnrpatdonfl, 
foiled  in  its  efforts  to  perpetnate  its  existence^ 
and  to  oonflrm  its  triumph  over  the  sanctity 
of  the  oonstitntion.  We  have  seen,  finally,  the 
American  System  oi  the  h<nioraUe  Senior 
himself;  a  sjHtm  whloh  we  oi  the  Sontii  have 
Alt  to  be  one,  not  <tf  protection,  bnt  oppres- 
aion;  we  have  seen  that,  too,  partially  over- 
thrown and  abandoned.  Here,  indeed,  is  a 
happy  and  glorious  revolution  for  those  who 
have  dieria^  the  cardinal  principles  of  limit- 
ed oonstitntional  coustmetion,  of  freedom  of 
indnstry,  of  equality  of  public  hardens.  And 
for  these  great  resuts,  we  are  indebted  to  the 
firmness,  the  vigor,  the  patriotism,  of  the  indi- 
vidual who  now  presides  over  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government,  snstained  by  the  vir- 
tnons  confidence  of  a  free  people. 

A  profound  thinker,  sir,  with  whrai  I  have 
liad  the  good  fivtone  to  serve  in  the  pabUe 


councils,  but  who  is  now  in  private  life,  and  to 
whom  it  affords  me  sincere  gratification  to  have 
this  opportunity  of  paying  the  tribnte  of  a  cor- 
dial and  respectfol  remembrance,  (Mr.  S.  0. 
Auxa,  of  Massaohnsetts,)  has  beautiinlly  and 
philosophically  sud,  that  '*  assomated  wealth  is 
the  dynasty  of  modem  Statea."  Sir,  it  is  ao. 
This  modem  dynasfy  Is  now  seeking  to  estab- 
lish its  sway  over  ns  in  the  wont  <n  all  forms 
— that  of  a  great  l^al  corporation,  ramified 
and  extwided  throng  the  Union,  diret^  by 
irreeponsible  anthority,  oontroUing  the  fortunes 
and  the  hopes  of  individuals  and  oommnnities, 
influencing  the  publio  press,  dictating  to  the 
organs  of  the  public  will. 

I  may  be  permitted,  Kr.  President,  to  recall 
to  the  recollection  of  the  Senate  tiie  solemn 
language  of  a  great  patriot  and  statesman  of 
another  country  on  an  occasion  not  unlike  the 
present  It  was  on  the  memoraUe  impeach- 
ment oi  Warren  Hastings  dr,  that  £dmund 
Burk&  with  the  iwofoniid  aamsAty  which  be- 
longed to  his  genius,  held  the  following  im- 

Er<«Bive  language  to  the  highest  jn^dal  and 
^fislative  body  of  his  country : 

"  To-day,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  pn» 
ecate  the  deUiuiueuts  of  Inda.  To-morrow,  tfw 
deliDQuents  of  India  may  be  the  donuoons  of  Great 
Britun.  We  aD  know  and  fod  the  force  of  money, 
and  we  now  call  apon  yOB  for  Jastiee  In  tiiis  oaose 
of  money.  We  call  apon  yoa  for  the  preservation 
of  oar  manners— of  oar  Tirtues.  We  call  upon 
yoa  for  oar  national  character.  We  call  upon  you 
for  our  liberties." 

Sir,  an  American  Senatw,  applying  to  his 
own  times  and  countrr  the  solemn  ^peal  of 
the  British  patriot,  might  well  say :  Tchday  the  ' 
Oongress  of  the  United  States  dts  in  Judgment 
on  the  monopolists  of  the  bank.  To-morrow 
the  monopolists  of  the  bank  may  be  the  Oon- 
gress  of  the  United  States.  All  history  hath 
taught  us  the  dangwons  power  oi  moneyed 
corporations,  and  we  now  see  and  fed  tiiat 
power  exerted  in  the  most  dangwons  of  all 
forma,  in  assailing  the  purity  of  our  rmnbUoan 
manners,  nndenuining  the  stability  of  our  in- 
stitutions, and  awing  the  deliberations  of  our 
public  connoils.  Sir,  the  American  people- 
yes,  sir,  the  people— when  their  tme  voice 
shall  be  heard,  caJl  upon  us  for  justice  in  this 
great  oaose  of  money,  violating  and  trampling 
npott  the  guarantees  of  freedom.  They  call 
upon  ua  for  the  presraration  of  the  pnblio  mor- 
als, exposed  to  a  new  and  daring  corruption. 
They  call  upon  us  for  the  vindication  of  oifr 
nati<Hial  duuraoter  from  the  seandal  ofinractices 
before  onknown  in  our  history.  Iney  oaQ 
upon  ns  for  the  restHM  of  their  llbertiea  from 
the  grasp  of  a  selfish  and  unrelenting  mon^ed 
despotism.  They  call  npm  us,  sir,  fbr  the  per- 
formance of  these  high  duties  and  worthl^,  I 
trust,  will  the  call  be  answered  by  the  firmnesa, 
the  am^xaoy,  and  the  patriotiBm  of  thdr  rep- 
resentatives. 


ABBIDGHENX  07  THB 

Stmoval  qf  tie  D^imlM. 
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HoKDAT,  Jmwacy  20. 

PuhUe  Dutrcm — Semtnal  of  the  D^otiU. 

ySi.  Wbbstsb  presented  to  the  Senate  a  series 
of  resolutions,  adopted  at  a  namerons  meetuig 
of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  witbont  distlnctioQ 
of  party,  held  at  Fanenil  Hall,  to  consider  the 
state  (^tiie  currenCT  and  finances  of  the  country. 

The  resola^ns  haTing  been  read — 

Xr.  irKBsnB  8idd  he  wished  to  bear  nn- 
eqidTocal  and  dedded  tratamony  to  the  respect- 
sibUity,  int^gence^  and  disinterestedness,  of 
the  long  &t  at  gcntiemen  at  whose  instance 
this  m'^Hj^g  was  assembled.  The  meeting,  siud 
Hr.  was  connected  with  no  party  purpose 
whatever.  It  had  an  object  more  sob^,  more 
cogent  more  interesting  to  the  whole  commn^ 
idty,  thw  mere  party  qaestiona  The  Senate 
Vrill  perceive,  in  the  tone  of  these  resolntiona, 
no  intention  to  eza^erate  or  inflame ;  no  dis- 

fosition  to  get  np  exdtement  or  to  spread  alarm, 
hope  the  restnuned  and  serions  manner,  the 
mo^nUion  <tf  temper,  and  the  exemplary  can- 
dor, of  tbese  resolntion^  in  oonneotion  with 
the  pl^  troths  wMeh  th^  contain,  will  give 
them  just  w^ht  with  the  Senate.  I  assure 
yon,  BIT,  the  members  composing  this  meeting 
were  neithw  eapitalists,  nor  apeoiilat<n«,  nor 
atarmista.  They  are  merchants,  traders,  me- 
chanics, artisana,  and  others  engaged  in  the 
active  business  of  life.  They  are  of  the  muson- 
Iw  portion  of  society ;  and  they  deure  to  lay 
before  Congress  an  evil,  whioh  they  feel  to 
press  sorely  on  their  occupations,  their  earn- 
ings, their  labor,  and  their  property  -,  and  to 
express  their  conscientious  conviction  of  the 
causes  of  that  evil.  If  intelligence,  if  pure  in- 
tention, if  deep  and  widespread  ccmnection 
with  buanesB,  in  its  various  oranches,  if  thor- 
00^  praetioal  knowledge  and  ezperioioe— if 
In^taraUe  union  between  thor  own  prosperity 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  country,  au- 
th(nize  men  to  speak,  and  give  them  a  right  to 
be  hetfd,  &e  sentiments  of  this  meeting  ought 
to  make  an  hnpression.  For  one,  sir,  I  en- 
tirely ooncnr  in  all  their  opinions.  I  adopt 
&eir  first  fourteen  resolutions,  without  alterfr- 
liou  or  qualification,  as  setting  forth  truly  the 
present  state  of  things,  ^ting  truly  its  causes, 
and  pointing  to  the  tine  remedy. 

Mr.  President,  sud  Hr.  W.,  now  that  I  am 
speaking,  I  will  use  the  opportunity  to  say  a 
few  woras,  which  I  intended  to  say,  in  the 
course  of  the  morning,  on  the  coming  up  of  the 
reeolntimi  which  now  lies  on  the  tal^;  bnt 
whicib  are  as  i^plicaUe  to  this  oooadon  aa  to 
tbat 

An  opportanity  may,  perhaps,  be  hereafter 
afforded  me,  of  discnsnng  Uie  reasons  given  by 
fhe  Seeretao^,  for  the  vei7  important  measure, 
adopted  by  him,  in  remoraig  the  deposits.  But, 
as  I  know  not  how  near  that  time  may  be,  I 
derire,  in  the  meanwhile,  to  make  my  opinions 
known,  without  reserve,  on  the  present  state 
of  the  oomitry.  Without  intending  to  discuss 
any  thing  at  preseol^  I  fbel  it  my  du^,  never^ 


[Skhatm. 

theless,  to  let  my  sentiments  and  my  convic- 
tions be  understood.  In  the  first  place,  then, 
dr,  I  agree  with  those  who  think  tbat  there  is 
a  severe  pressure  in  the  money  market,  and 
very  serious  embarrassment  felt  in  all  branches 
of  tiie  national  industry.  I  think  this  is  not 
local,  but  general ;  general,  at  least,  over  every 

ef  tlie  country,  where  the  cause  baa  yet 
to  operate,  and  sure  to  become,  not  only 
general,  bnt  nniveraaL  aa  the  operation  of  the 
cause  shall  spread.  If  evidence  were  wanted, 
in  addition  to  all  that  Is  told  us  by  those  who 
know,  the  high  rate  of  interest,  now  at  12  per 
cent,  or  higher,  where  it  was  hardly  6,  fast 
September— the  depression  of  all  stocks,  some 
ten,  some  twenty,  some  thirty  per  cent. — and 
the  low  prices  of  commodities,  are  proofs  abun- 
dantiy  sufficient,  to  show  tlie  existence  of  the 
pressure.  But,  sir,  labor — ^that  most  extendve 
of  all  interests— Ainerican  manual  labor — feels, 
or  will  feel,  the  shock  more  sensiUy,  far  more 
sensibly,  than  capital  or  property  of  any  kind. 
Public  works  have  stopped,  or  must  stop ;  great 

erivate  undertakings,  employing  many  hands, 
ave  ceased,  «id  others  must  cease.  A  great 
lowering  of  fbe  rates  of  wages^  as  well  as  a 
depreciation  of  property^  is  Me  mevitable  con- 
seqnenoe  of  causes  now  m  fall  operation.  Se- 
rious embarrassments  in  all  branches  of  busi- 
ness do  certunly  exist. 

I  am  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  there  is,  un- 
doubtedly, a  ve^  severe  pressure  on  the  com- 
munity, which  Congress  ought  to  relieve  if  it 
can ;  and  that  this  pressure  is  not  an  instance 
of  the  ordinary  reaction^  or  the  ebbing  and 
flowing  of  commercial  a£Eair8 ;  but  is  an  extraor- 
dinary case,  produced  by  an  extraordinaiv  cause. 

la  the  next  place,  m>,  I  agree  entirely  with 
the  11th  Boston  resolatiom,  aa  to  the  causes 
of  this  embarrassment  we  were  in  a  state 
of  hig^  prosperity,  commercial  and  agricultu- 
ral Every  branim  of  budness  pushed  far,  and 
tiie  credit,  as  w^  as  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try, employed  to  near  its  utmost  limits.  In  this 
state  of  things,  some  dw«e  of  overtrading 
doubtiess  took  place,  whicn,  however,  if  noth- 
ing else  had  occurred,  would  have  been  season- 
ably corrected  by  the  or^nary  and  necessary 
operation  of  things.  But,  on  this  palmy  state 
of  tbmgs,  the  late  measure  of  the  Secretary 
fell,  ^d  has  acted  on  it  with  powerful  and 
lamentable  effect  And  I  think,  air,  that  such 
a  cause  is  en^^  adequate  to  prodaoe  the 
effect;  that  it  la  wludly  natural ;  and  tbat  it 
ought  to  have  been  foreseen  that  it  would  pro- 
duce exactly  such  consequences.  Those  must 
have  looked  at  the  suifaco  of  thin^  only,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  wlw  thought  otherwise,  and  who 
expected  tiiat  anoh  an  <^ierati(ai  could  be  ^ne 
throngh  with,  without  produdng  a  very  serums 
shook. 

[Hr.  W.  oonddered  the  nst<wation  of  the  de- 
ports, and  the  reohsiter  of  the  present  Bank  «f 
the  United  SUtei,  aa  the  adequate  remedy  fat  the 
present  distress.] 
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Hr.  EwiNG  said :  The  removal  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  tlie  Treasury  from  ofBce  I  admit  to  be 
within  the  leeal  power  of  the  President ;  but 
the  object  whidi  was  effected  by  that  removal, 
the  control  thus  taken  and  exercised  over  the 
pnbUo  treasure,  I  hold  to  be  an  infraction  of 
the  oonstitntion;  and  I  ahall  now,  by  each 
a^nments  and  anthorit^  as  are  in  my  mind 
eonclosire,  attempt  to  make  good  the  position. 

Those  who  maintain  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent over  the  Treasary,  rest  it  upon  an  a^- 
mrat  like  this :  The  executive  power  is  ve^ed 
in  tbe  President — the  custody  of  the  public 
treasure  is  a  portion  of  executive  power ;  there- 
fore, the  custody  of  the  public  treasure  is  vest- 
ed in  the  President ;  or,  in  this  particular  in- 
stance, tiiey  hold  that,  as  the  right  to  remove 
the  deposits  was  vested  by  the  bank  charter  in 
the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  as  the 
SecretaiT  of  the  Tnmcry  is  an  ezeciative 
officer,  tiiis  Rtedal  duty,  which  is  assigned  to 
Mm  by  law,  fills  under  the  general  cognizance 
a  the  Executive  bead  of  the  nation.  These 
are  the  forms  in  which,  if  I  nnderstand  tiiem 
li^t,  the  arguments  on  the  other  side  are  pre- 
sented. 

The  fatal  error  in  their  whole  process  of  rea- 
soning arises  from  this — ^tbat  they  ^ve  to  cer- 
tun  general  expresBions  iu  the  craistitution  a 
power  and  extent  which,  as  limited  by  the 
otiier  special  powers  in  that  instmment,  tbey 
do  not  possess.  The  two  provisions,  that  "  the 
»eontive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Presddent 
of  the  UMted  States,"  and  "he  shaU  aee  that 
tiie  laws  are  fid^ifhlly  executed,"  are  tiie  basis 
of  all  the  illindtable  powers  wiu  which  gentle- 
men seek  to  clothe  the  Ohi^  Ifa^strate. 

It  shoold  be  observed,  that  the  separation  of 
powers  in  the  Oonstitnum  cS  the  United  States 
is  by  no  means  perfect^  e^iwcially  between  the 
lef^slative  and  executive  departments.  The 
first  section  of  the  first  artiole  of  the  constitu- 
tion declares,  that  "  all  le^alative  power  herein 

Cted  shall  be  vested  In  a  Oraagress  of  the 
ed  States and  yet,  when  we  descend  to 
the  special  distribution  of  the  powers  whicb 
follow,  we  find  that  all  the  legislative  power 
therein  granted  is  not  vested  in  the  Oongress, 
bat  that  a  moat  Importuit  portion  of  it  is  vest- 
ed in  the  Frecddent,  namefy,  a  veto  power— a 
power  whioh  touches  legislation  nearly,  vitally 
«  power  whicb  has  grown  up  to  mat  im- 
portance in  the  pesent  day,  and  whiw  threat- 
ens to  absorb  or  paralyae  all  the  powers  of 
l^slation. 

By  the  first  section  of  the  second  article  of 
the  oonstitotion,  "  the  executive  power  is  vest- 
ed in  a  President  of  the  United  States."  The 
word  "  all "  used  in  the  section  granting  the 
le^ative  power  to  Oongress,  is  omitted  in 
this.  I  do  not  lay  much  stress  upon  the  omis- 
non,  but  I  am  oert^y  warranted  in  saying 
tiiat  the  grant  <^  executive  power  is  not  in 
terms  more  oomprehensive  than  is  the  grant  of 
l^slative  power,  to  the  nniversality  «  which 
IhaTe  shown  one  strong  exoq[»tion.  Indeed, 


sir,  without  referring  to  the  special  de^gnation 
of  the  several  powers  which  is  found  In  the 
ar^dea  of  the  conatitation  containing  the  gen- 
eral f^tanta  of  the  l^slative  power,  it  iroold 
be  difflonlt^  If  not  unposnble,  to  detondn^ 
what  was  intended  to  be  indnded  in  each,  es- 
pecially in  the  latter ;  for  Judidal  power  is 
more  ^stinct  in  its  character,  and  more  capa- 
ble of  a  precise  dedgnation. 

What  IS  executive  power!  I  never  saw  a 
definition  from  which  a  distinct  coi)ception  of 
its  essence  or  qualities  eould  be  gathered.  In- 
deed, it  is  not  sosceptible  of  any,  varyii^  as  it 
does  in  its  pro^rties  and  extent,  in  every  form 
and  modificati(»i  of  government  H.  Keeker, 
an  author  respectable,  but  not  of  high  author- 
ity, asdmilates  it  to  tiiat  mysterious'  principle 
wmch,  iu  the  human  frame,  unites  action  tQ 
the  wul ;  the  Iwislative  power  being  the  will. 
This  would  be  inteWgible  enoogb,  ud  practi- 
cal also,  if  all  power,  as  had  been  the  case  ii) 
France,  OMitred  in  a  nngle  IncBvidiu] :  thue 
would  be  no  ^^lARhf^g  those  great  separate 
powers,  the  one  contravening  or  absorlung  the 
other ;  it  would  be  reducM  to  the  same  suaple. 
principle  as  that  of  human  will  and  human 
action ;  the  will  dictating,  and  the  active  prin- 
ciple moving  in  exact  accordance  with  it.  But 
woen  the  will  and  the  active  principle  exist  in 
diSbreut  bodies,  and  the  active  principle,  as  in 
the  case  of  oor  executive,  has  a  will  also  of  hi^ 
own,  if  it  extend  to  and  penetrate  every  por- 
tion of  the  body  politic,  that  will,  which  is  ac- 
companied wim  effident  aotitm,  must,  as  a 
neoessary  consequence,  overtom  or  absoH)  dl 
the  powers  <tf  the  lendalive  w31,  whidi  Is  des-' 
titate  of  action.  This  ntftion  ot  ezecutivtf 
power  will  not  do  in  a  Government  which, 
being  froe,  intends  to  preserve  its  freedom; 
and  it  will  be  seen,  by  and  by,  that  it  is  not  the 
kind  of  executive  power  created  by  the  framerd 
of  our  constitution.  It  will  not  do  to  draw 
precedent  from  mcmarchicd  Governments  to 
settle  the  extent  of  that  power,  unless  we  agree 
with  them  to  admit  the  divine  right  <^  kmgs, 
and  let  our  Executive  beconte,  as  thdrs,  su- 
preme and  irresponsible.  We  must,  then,  ex- 
amine the  conatitation  itself  minutely,  and  see 
if  we  can  discover  the  meaning  affixed  to  Uiis 
important  term,  "  executive  power,"  and  what 
subjects  properly  faH  within  the  scope  of  its 
influence. 

The  second  section  of  the  second  article  of 
the  constituticm  contdns  a  general  enumeration 
of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  President ;  it 
makes  him  commander-in-chief  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  of  the  militia,  when  cdled  into 
actual  service ;  it  ^yes  him  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate ;  and  directs  him  to  receive  am- 
bassadors and  other  public  ministers;  but  it 
pves  him  no  power  over  the  Treasury,  or  the 
eollecGon  or  msbursement  <^  the  revenue.  But 
mark,  nr,  tite  dutiea  q>edaUy  asdgned  to  Oon- 
gress by  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  artide : 
'*to      and  cdleot  taxes^  dntiea^  impods,  and 
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excises ;  to  pay  tbe  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence."  Oongreas  not  only  laye^ 
bat  collects  dnties  and  imposts.  Why  collect  t 
The  Senator  from  Virginia  (&fr.  Bitbb)  pro- 
noonoes  the  coUection  of  the  revenue  an  act 
iqqHO|Mriate  to  the  EzemtiTe;  and  It  m^ht 
•wm  be  M,  if  the  o<nutltQtlon  had  not  Tested 
the  duty  in  another  department  of  the  Oovem- 
ment ;  and  there  is  no  accidental  misnse  of  lan- 
gnage  here,  for  it  is  carried  throngh  in  all  the 
prori^OBs  of  tho  constitotion  Whenever  the 
liflcftl  concerns  of  the  nation  are  the  subject  of 
proviaoD ;  and  not  only  the  laying  and  collect- 
ing of  taxes,  bat  the  disbnrsement  of  those 
taxes.  Oongress,  not  the  President,  has  power 
to  "pay  the  national  debt;"  but,  in  the  same 
senteAoe  vesting  these  powers,  Oongreea  is  au- 
&<Hized  to  "  provide  for  the  common  defence," 
not  to  defend,  for  that  is  one  «f  the  powers 
granted  to  tbe  Execntive.  Again :  in  the  ninth 
aecttoo  of  the  same  article^  which  relatea  to  the 
power  of  Congress,  is  a  provtelon  that  "no 
taaaesj  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  bat  in 
(KHweqaeooe  of  appropriations  made  by  law," 
and  that  "  a  regnlar  statement  of  receipts  and 
eroenditores  <tf  ail  public  money  shall  be  pnb- 
lished  from  tame  to  lime ;"  clearly  evidracing 
that  the  whole  control  of  the  pnblic  fhnds,  the 
levying,  oolleedng,  keeping,  and  disbnrsing,  is 
intmstod  fully  to  Congress,  and  not  at  ^  to 
tbe  President.  I  might  refer  to  nnmerona  pro- 
Tiaons  of  this  instmment,  showing  the  aocn- 
rate  manner  in  which  the  powers  and  duties  of 
each  oi  the  great  departments  of  Govenunent 
were  limited  and  defined  in  the  particnlar  oin- 
meratitm  of  the  powers  of  each.  For  exam- 
ple, GdBgresB  is  "  to  prDi>ide  and  maintain  a 
navy,"  not  to  command  or  control  it ;  for  that 
power  is  vested  in  the  President ;  bnt^  as  the 
porse  is  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  they  alone 
can  [vovide  and  maintain.  "To  pro^de  for 
cslling  forth  the  mUitia,"  not  to  call  them 
forth;  for  that  is  the  dnty  of  the  President. 
"To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  dis- 
^^inmg  the  militia,"  not  to  organize,  or  arm 
them ;  for  those  are  portions  of  the  Dxeontive 
doty.  I  have,  si^  pnrsned  this  analysis  far 
enoogh  to  show,  01,  indeed,  a  donbt  could  ever 
eerioosly  exist  of  the  Cut,)  that,  in  all  things 
relating  to  the  public  treasure,  ita  levy,  colleo- 
tioB,  safe-keepinfe  and  disbDrsement,  Executive 
interference  haaoeen  oarefnlly  excluded  by  the 
framers  of  the  constitution ;  and  that  the  power 
of  Congrefis  extends  to  it  Uiroughout,  in  all  its 
minntest  details;  bat,  on  all  subjects  in  which 
power  is  intended  to  be  reposed  in  the  Execn- 
tive, Congress  is  merely  required  to  provide  the 
meus  by  which  that  power  may  be  exercised. 
This  review  of  the  provisions  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion  was  deemed  necessary  to  give  a  foil  and 
distinct  comprehenrion  of  the  several  acts  cre- 
ating the  three  (subseqnently  four)  subordinate 
departments,  whose  dnties  and  ref^nubilities 
are  the  more  immediate  sal^t  of  inquiry. 
"Tbio  first  Congress,  which  mot  in  1789,  enacted 
■&e.lAV'8  creating  tiieee  departmeDta;  the  mb- 


jects  relating  to  them  were  referred  to  the  same 
committee,  and  tbey,  after  much  consideration 
and  lengthened  debate,  passed  the  several  laws 
in  thdr  present  forms.  Two  of  them,  tiiat  of 
War  ana  of  Foreign  Affairs,  are,  in  their  titles, 
called  "Ezectttdve  Departments,"  the  other  is 
e^ldy  styled  "the  Treasuty  Department." 
Bnt  it  is  said,  sir,  that  the  title  of  an  act  proves 
nothing ;  that  it  cannot  be  used  in  giving  it  a 
constmction.  This,  I  admit  la  true  in  the 
main ;  but  taking  into  view  uie  i^tmmstancea 
under  which  these  acts  were  passed,  and  the 
high  importance  attadied  to  them  by  the  Oon- 
gress  and  the  people  of  thatday,  it  conid  hardly 
be  by  accident  that  the  title  of  these  laws,  re* 
ported  by  the  same  committee,  and  nnder  con- 
sideration by  the  sune  Congress,  at  the  same 
time,  should  differ  in  so  important  a  feature. 
Bat  we  may,  on  the  strictest  legal  principles, 
refer  to  tbe  body  of  the  act,  and  insist  that 
that  shall  fix  its  oonstraotirai,  and  be  tai^a  as 
tbe  Index  ctf  the  aenae  of  tbe  l^idsAore  which 
enacted  it 

Tlie  first  section  of  the  act  establishing  what 
is  now  called  the  Department  of  State,  provides, 
"  that  there  shall  be  an  Execntive  Department, 
to  be  dwominated  tbe  Department  of  Foreign 
Afiiairs,"  and  the  chief  officer  of  that  departs 
meat  is  required  to  "  p>erfoim  and  execute  such 
duties  as  snail,  from  time  to  time,  be  enjoined 
on,  or  intrusted  to  him  by  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States,  agreeably  to  the  consUtntion, 
relative  to  correspondences,  oommissiona,  or 
instructions  to  or  with  public  ministers,"  &c. ; 
and,  by  reference  to  the  act  it  will  be  seen  that 
no  single  duty  is  annexed  to  hia  office,  or  a  un- 
gle  trust  reposed  In  him,  which  Is  not  part  and 
pared  of  the  duty  of  the  President,  as  enjoined 
by  the  constitution  in  thfr  special  enumeration 
of  bis  powers.  This,  then,  is  properly  called 
an  EKcative  D^iartmeat,  both  in  the  title  and 
the  body  of  the  act ;  and  the  ofiBoer  at  the  head 
of  this  departinent  is  properly  made  obedient 
to  the  President  within  the  sphere  of  his  con- 
stitutional dnties. 

Next  in  order  is  the  Department  of  War. 
The  first  section  of  the  act  creating  it  denom- 
inates it  also  Execntive :  "  That  there  shall  be 
an  Executive  Department  to  be  denominated 
the  Departmoit  cf  War,"  and  the  principal 
officer  uiown  is  likewise  obaiged  with  dntiee 
wUch  the  oonstitntirat  had  sssigned  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive ;  and  he  is  required  to  conduct  the  bna- 
inesB  of  his  department  in  such  manner  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  oTier  and  direct 

Tbe  act  creating  the  Treasury  Department 
does  not,  either  in  tbe  title  or  body  of  tbe  act, 
style  it  Executive.  The  first  section  provides 
*^  that  there  shall  be  a  Department  of  tbe  Trees* 
nry,"  and  directs  the  appointment  of  a  Secre- 
tary, who  shall  be  head  of  tbe  department 
His  duties,  also,  coincide  in  all  respects  with 
those  which  arise  ont  of  the  powers  granted  to 
Congress  by  the  eonstitntion;  none  of  them 
tonm  the  jnrescribed  flmctions  of  the  Chief 
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Ka^strate.  He  "  shall  digest  and  prepare  plans 
for  the  improTement  and  maiiagement  of  the 
revenue,  and  for  the  B(q>port  of  publio  credit ; 
prepare  and  report  estimates  o£  pnbUo  rerenne 
ud  Bxpenditnrea ;  saperintend  t2ie  ocdleetzon 
of  the  revenae,"  Aw.— all  doMea  eepeciallj  do- 
Tolved  npon  tiie  Ckmgreaa  by  the  ooiutitulioii, 
aa  I  hATB  already  shown ;  and  that  his  charao- 
ter  may  he  more  distinoUy  marked  as  the  officer 
of  OoDxresa,  and  not  of  tiie  Pre«dent,  he  alone, 
of  all^e  heads  of  Departments  is  specially  re- 
quired to  "  make  report  and  eiTe  information 
to  either  branch  of  the  Legiuatnre,  in  person 
or  in  initlng,  as  he  may  be  reqnired,  respecting 
all  matters  which  may  be  referred  to  him  by 
the  Senate  or  Honae  of  Bepresentatives,  or 
vhich  shall  appertain  to  his  office."  The  mark- 
ed distinction  in  the  character  and  dat^ea  of 
these  departments,  designated  by  the  law — the 
fiuit  that,  while  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Seevetarr  of  War  are  made  directly  responsible 
to  the  PresideDt,  and  reqnired  to  perform  their 
several  dntiee  in  obediesoe  to  his  inMmoti<«s 
and  commands,  the  Beoretsry  <^  the  T^eaanry 
is  made  sabservient  to  no  commands  except 
those  of  the  Houses  of  Oongrefs,  and  is  charged 
with  no  duties  except  snoh  as  the  constitution 
tf^oins  npon  tbem,  wonld  seem,  according  to 
all  B(^owledged  principles  of  interpretation,  to 
oarry  with  it  a  strong  negative  oi  the  diam  of 
power  which  the  President  has  assomed  to  ex- 
ercise over  the  prescribed  duties  of  the  Seore- 
tary  of  the  Treasnry.  That  Secretu7  is  not  an 
exeontive  officer,  and  tiie  Preddent  has  no  more 
right  to  order  and  direct  how  he  shall  perform 
any  <it  his  ^^ropriate  dntiee^  or  take  their  per- 
formance ont  of  his  hands,  than  dther  Honse 
cf  Ooi^p^ess  has  to  futeiibre  with  the  discharge 
<tf  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  or  of  War. 

Bnt  the  Senator  from  Viivima  (Kr.  Bitbb) 
says  that  the  dntiM  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ue  execative  in  their  character,  and 
he  instflJiced  the  duty  of  ^gesting  and  prepar- 
ing plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  revenue. 
Now,  air,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  superior 
political  knowledge  and  acumen  of  the  honor- 
able Senator,  I  am  oonstrained  to  differ  from 
him  wholly  and  absolutdy.  There  is  nothing 
more  executive  in  its  nature,  in  devising,  and 
preparing,  a  plan  for  the  improvemeot  of  the 
revenue,  than  tiiere  is  in  devidng,  and  prepar- 
ing, and  enacting  a  law  for  the  same  purpose. 
Both  require  the  Intdlect,  the  mind,  and  judg- 
nwnt,  rathep  than  the  mere  active  principle,  to 
loing  them  to  pass.  The  duty  enjomed  on  this 
Seeretanr  is  not  that  executive  act  whldi  fol- 
lows legisIatioQ,  and  carries  into  effect  the  law, 
but  it  la  l^ialation  in  its  incipient  stage,  or 
rather  a  gathering  together,  and  arranging  the 
elements  oat  of  which  legislation  is  to  arise. 
Now,  it  is  obvious  that  mis  must  be  done  by 
those  who  bear  the  burden  of  legislation,  and 
tiiey  may  do  it  themselves,  or  employ  an  ap- 
propriate agent  or  agents  to  perform  it ;  they 
nd^t  direct  a  Oommittee  of  Oragreas  to  per^ 
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form  it  during  vacation ;  they  might  appoint  a 
oonomission  by  law  for  the  same  purpose ;  or 
th^  might  do  it  as  they  have  done,  appoint  an 
<^Soer,  who  should  be  emphatically  th^ra^  and 
aceonntaUe  to  them  to  pmbrm  it.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  other  duties  eqjoined  by  law 
on  this  officer.  In.  truth,  nr,  this  very  vague 
and  indefinite  sense  which  gentlemen  attach  to 
the  term  executive  power  and  exeoattre  dn^ 
— a  tern  which  may  oe  extended  so  as  to  over- 
shadow all  the  other  powers  and  functions  of 
Government— is  proof,  if  any  were  wanting,  of 
the  wisdom  of  tbe  framers  ot  our  constitnticm 
in  defining  the  term  by  a  partionlar  distribution 
of  spedal^  enumerated  powers.  Bnt  tiie  hon- 
(H-able  Senator  contends  that  it  is  an  executive 
duty  to  report  to  Oongrees,  because  the  Presi- 
dent himself  is  regidred  to  report,  or  rather  to 
recommend  to  Congress,  snoh  matters  as  he 
shall  think  expedient.  True,  the  oonstituttcm 
imposes  up<m  him  ft  i^eoial  dn^  by  spedal  deft- 
ignation ;  bnt  this  does  not  prove  that  tt  ii 
therefore  his,  in  consequence  of  the  general 
grant  of  executive  power.  The  usual  process 
of  le^  reasoning  would  prove  directly  the  re* 
verse :  if  it  had  been  covered  by  the  general 
grants  it  would  not  have  been  afterwards  spe- 
cially designated.  Sir,  the  reason  for  the  dififor- 
cut  frame  and  ooMtructioa  of  the  law,  cteating 
the  three  sabor^ato  departments  of  Govern- 
ment, must  be  already  sufficiently  obvious. 
The  Bul^eot-matter  over  which  the  two  first 
have  charae  is  executive  in  its  nature,  and  ia 
vested  by  uie  constitution  in  the  President ;  the 
last  banng  to  do  only  with  the  finances  of  the 
country— a  anhleet^Bafcter,  which  to  its  ftalleat 
extent,  and  in  aU  its  modiflcationa,  la  intftisted  to 
0(»igres8— 49  placed  under  the  Mmtrol  of  the 
Sewetary  of  we  Treasury,  Oongreas  oould  not^ 
without  a  surrender  of  uieir  most  sacred  trusty 
have  rendered  him  an  executive  officer,  and 
have  required  or  permitted  him  to  discharge  his 
duties  in  snoh  manner  as  he  should  be  directed 
by  the  President  His  duties,  therefore,  are  to 
be  performed  under  tiie  direction  of  the  Le^ 
lature,  and  the  subject  over  which  he  performs 
them  is  a  l^islative  trust 

By  the  bank  charter  of  1816,  section  16,  we 
find  another  portion  of  the  power  of  Congress 
vested  in  the  seme  officer ;  a  power  alike  re- 
lating to  the  finances,  and  for  which  he  is,  as 
in  other  oases,  made  reqwoaible  to  Congress. 
The  sixteenth  aeotitm  ttf  the  hank  chvter  wo^ 
rides,  "  that  the  depoaita  of  tiie  money  of^  the 
United  States^  in  jiaow  in  which  the  said  hank 
and  the  branchea  thereof  may  be  established, 
shall  be  made  In  said  bank  or  branches  tho^^ 
unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct ;  in  which 
case,  the  Secretair  of  the  Treasury  shall  im- 
mediately lay  before  Congress,  if  in  session, 
and,  if  not,  immediately  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of  such 
order  and  direction."  Here,  agdn,  is  a  power 
vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  over 
the  flnaiioea-4  power  evidently  aa1i|ect  to  r^ 
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tidon ;  and  as  it  is  a  power  relating  to  a  sub- 
ject-matter which  is  placed  nnder  the  control 
and  protection  of  Congress,  we  would  be  led 
a  priori  to  oonolnde  that  Congress  would  be  the 
BHperTisory  power  over  his  acts ;  and  so,  in- 
deed, it  is.   Oar  whole  ^stem  of  legislation  is 

Serfect  and  consistent;  from  the  coostitntion 
own  to  the  latest  law  passed  npon  the  snbject, 
all  suppose  the  power  of  the  finances  Insepara- 
bly vested  in  Congress,  and  severed  bj  an  im- 
passable barrier  from  execntiTe  control:  bat 
that  legislation  has  been  set  at  d^ance ;  the 
constatational  ]Hnnri<»8  have  been  {Usregarded ; 
the  barriers  raised  by  Its  ftamers  for  the  pro- 
teotion  of  popular  liberty  have  been  broken 
down;  and  the  pnblio  treasnre is ponred  Into 
the  coffers  of  the  Ezecndve.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasary,  himself  in  tbo  reasmu  which  he 
renders  to  Congress  for  the  removal  of  the  pablie 
d^>08its,  admtta  that  the  place  of  safe  keeping  for ' 
the  national  fands  is  a  matter  properly  of  leg- 
islative determination ;  and  he  seems  to  won- 
der that  Congress  ever  placed  it  onder  the  care 
of  the  Executive.  Sir,  the  pnblio  funds  were 
never  placed  nnder  the  control  of  the  Execn- 
tzve,  oonstitntionally  or  lej^y.  The  control 
-which  he  has  exerdsed  over  them  la  without 
la.w.  or,  rather,  in  defiance  ot  law ;  and  all  the 
aothnify  which  the  Seoretarj'  is  di^Ktsed  to 
jidd  to  the  Frendoat  ovw  his  offldal  aoti  is  so 
Stf  an  abandonment,  on  his  part,  of  the  trost 
reposed  in  him  by  law. 

By  the  act  establishing  the  Tmmrj  D^art- 
ment,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  required  "  to  su- 
perintend the  collection  of  the  revenue ; "  by 
which  is  to  be  understood  all  such  acts  as  are 
necessary  to  be  performed  beforejplacing  the 
money  in  the  public  treasury.  Woen  placed 
there  the  collation  of  it  has  ceased,  and  the 
superintendence  over  that  collection,  ffiv«a  to 
the  Secretary,  ceases  to  oon&r  on  mm  any 
power  over  it ;  all  that  he  mqr  possess  ftirther 
must  be  derived  fiwm  aaoM  outer  prorUon  or 
principle  of  law.  But,  under  this  provtdon, 
most  oH  those  acts  of  other  Becretaiies,  which 
have  been  adduced  here  as  precedents,  have 
been  performed,  and  rightftally  perf<nmea.  As, 
for  example  :  Alexander  Haimlton,  when  Seo- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  directed  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  Charleston  to  pay  over  the  public 
money  as  he  collected  it,  and  to  deposit  the 
public  bonds  with  an  individnal,  Q£r.  Haber- 
sham.) But  it  will  be  perceived,  at  once,  that 
tins  was  a  part  of  the  act  of  collecting,  and 
brin^g  the  public  money  into  the  treasury, 
and  onder  the  control  of  the  treasurer;  and  this 
eourae  must  have  been  taken ;  the  mon^  must 
have  been  paid  to  an  agent  at  the  department, 
for  applicati<m  or  transmission ;  or  it  must  have 
remained  in  the  hands  ot  the  collector  ontil  it 
should  be  drawn  for,  or  be  transmitted  by 
him,  and  paid  over  to  the  treasary.  And  here, 
tir,  arises  the  moch  disputed  question,  what  is 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  ?  The  most 
dn^le  idea  of  it  would     that  it  were  a  staroog 


box ;  or  a  strong  vault,  in  which  the  money  ct 
the  nation  is  garnered  ap,  and  kept  under  the 
onstody  oi  the  treasurer.  Bat  this  is  not  true 
in  practice  or  in  fact.  We  have  no  such  strong 
box  or  vault.  It  therefore  is  what  Congress 
has  seen  fit  to  make  it ;  and  here  I  beg  leave  to 
say,  that  the  definitaon  of  it  ^veu  by  the  Sen- 
ate from  Tii^nia,  (Hr.  Rrvxs,)  coincides  very 
nearly  with  my  own  conception  of  the  thing. 
It  is  the  state  and  condition  of  the  public  fnnds 
as  fixed  by  law,  and  it  involves  custody,  either 
with  oc  without  locaUty.  Well,  the  fdnds  of 
the  United  States  were,  pnrsnant  to  law,  col- 
lected and  deposited  in  Uie  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  Now  I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  inm 
Yii^inia.  1^  according  to  his  own  definitim,  the 
state  and  condition  of  th^  funds  in  this  bank, 
tnanauch  as  it  was  that  condition  provided  by 
law— I  ask  him,  sir,  if  this  does  not  come  ftUI  up 
to  his  conception  of  the  treasary ;  and  if  the 
withdrawal  of  those  funds  from  that  prescribed 
condition,  without  law,  be  not  a  withdrawal 
from  the  treasury  t 

We  have  then,  sir,  settled  upon  a  determinate 
notion  as  to  what  the  treasuiy  is ;  and  I  think 
myself  safe  in  the  condudon  that  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  so  fiu-  forth  as  it  centred 
pnblio  ftmd&  placed  in  it  by  conmiand  of  law, 
and  of  whidu  the  law  has  not  authorized  flie 
removal,  is  that  treasary.  I  will  now  inqairo 
by  what  authority  the  money  of  the  United 
States  was  removed  fh>m  that  custody,  and 
placed  in  other  hands. 

I  have  shown  that  the  act  of  removal  does 
not  pertain  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue; 
and  care  should  he  taken,  if  we  wish  to  arrive 
at  a  true  result,  that  the  duties  of  eollecUon, 
and  the  removal  from  the  legal  costody,  of 
funds  already  coUected,  should  not  be  con* 
founded. 

The  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
oonstitnti<ni  ordains,  **  that  no  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  consequence 
of  appropriations  made  by  law.**  The  law  de- 
fining the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury reiterates  the  same  provbion.  Unless, 
therefore,  some  dause  in  the  law  incorporating 
the  bank  ^ves  him  the  power  claimed  over  the 
public  funds,  he  has  it  not.  The  fifteenth  sec- 
tion of  the  bank  charter  is  that  under  which  I 
understand  the  power  is  claimed.  It  provides 
"  that,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  and 
whenever  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  corporation  shall  give  the  neces- 
sary fhcilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds 
from  place  to  place,  within  the  United  States 
or  the  territones  thereof  and  for  distribatiiur 
the  same  in  payment  of  the  pnblio  creditor." 
This  is  the  clause  supposed  to  vest  in  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treaso^  this  power. 

Mr.  Freeddent,  the  power  of  removal  from 
office  as  a  constitutional,  Mmtradistin^Ished 
from  a  l^al  power,  has  heea  asserted  in  thia 
debate  to  exist  in  the  Executive ;  and  it  has 
been  pressed  with  an  energy  and  emphasis 
which  Is  not  easily  aooounted  for  by  any  bear* 
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ing  which  its  determiuation  either  waj  can 
have  upon  the  present  qaesUon.  It  is,  bov- 
ever,  a  familiar  practice  witii  the  rapportera  of 
bigh  pren^tive,  to  go  as  &r  back  as  possible 
in  tracing  its  ori^n.  Hence,  the  theory  of  the 
divine  right  of  kings,  which  it  is  scud  to  be  blas- 
phemy to  call  in  qnestion.  To  qnestion  this 
uupnted  power  of  the  Presidwt  is,  according 
to  gentlemen  here,  a  violation  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion.  It  is  only  on  account  of  the  general 
bearing  of  this  doctrine,  its  tendency  to  cen- 
tre and  combine  all  the  powers  of  the  Govem- 
ment  in  one  man,  that  I  here  tonch  the  subject, 
as  time  will  not  permit  me  to  dwell  upon  it. 
And  let  me  be  nnderstood ;  I  admit  that  the 
power  of  rwoval  in  the  given  case  is  vested  in 
tlie  Pre^dent  bj  law ;  but  I  deny  that  it  is  a 
power  granted  by  or  growing  out  of  the  oon- 
vtitation. 

Vrcm.  what  I  udd  at  the  opening  of  my  re- 
nurln  on  the  nature  of  Exeoalive  power,  and 
from  the  authority  then  dted,  it  wul,  I  think, 
be  manifest,  that  in  no  country,  except  those 
purely  deq>otic  in  their  form  of  government,  or 
those  closely  vei^g  on  despotism  in  thdr  ge- 
nius and  character,  does  the  single  abstract  idea 
of  Executive  power  carry  with  it,  as  of  its  es- 
sence, or  even  of  its  nature,  the  power  also  to 
appoint  or  to  remove  from  office.  The  opinions 
ca  men  are,  in  this  respect,  moulded  and  fash- 
ioned to  the  nature  of  their  Government — where 
flU  powtx  is  anppoaed  to  be  originally  vested 
in  we  sovereign  Execotive;  who  luuds  that 
power  by  ridit  of  conquest  or  divine  right — 
wlMre  the  king  is  the  foontdn  of  Jnstioe  and 
fhe  fonntun  <tfiu>nor,  and  the  chief  source  of 
laWf  the  opiiUon  that  this  power  is  an  essential 
power  of  the  prerogative  may  well  prevail ;  and 
that  a  king  is  possessed  of  it  until,  by  charter, 
he  shall  l^ve  in  whole  or  in  part  resigned  it. 
Bat  in  a  Government  which  rests  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  all  power  originates  with  and  centres 
in  the  people,  the  ExeouUve  power,  and  every 
other  power  which  they  may  vest  in  their  gov- 
ernors, is  jast  what  tiiey  please  to  make  it 
Such  is  oar  Government  in  its  form  and  theory, 
and  the  powers  of  our  Executive  are  to  be 
goo^t  me  in  the  oonstitntion,  by  a  jost  and 
ludtimste  constmction  oi  that  metrnment. 

Inie  (^doion  of  2C  Neoker,  which  I  have  al- 
ready referred  to,  that  '*  the  exeouMve  power 
represents  in  the  political  system  tii&t  myste- 
rious principle  which,  in  the  moral  man,  unites 
action  to  Uie  will,"  does  not  seem  to  carry  with 
it  the  idea  of  the  power  of  creation  or  destruc- 
tion over  the  instxoments  with  which  that  will 
is  to  be  performed.  The  same  writer,  in  an- 
other place,  speaking  of  the  wild  views  of  the 
gamers  of  the  French  constitution  of  1790, 
says,  "  They  treated  this  power  (the  Executive) 
as  if  it  had  been  a  supernatural  pre^xistent 
fiumlty,"  and  be  oomphwu  that  they  created  an 
Executive,  without  conferring  on  it  a  participa- 
tiim  in  the  appointment  to  office,  and  some 
other  patronage  necessary  to  sustun  its  dignity 
•nod  iutoepeDdaiee.  Heoc^  I  oonolode  tiiat^  m 
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the  opinion  of  this  writer:  at  least,  the  term 
Executive  power.did  not,of  itself  ex  eitsrmin^ 
involve  the  power  of  appointanent  and  ronovu 
from  office.  I  will  also  take  leave  to  refer  to  a 
writer  (Aokerly)  on  tSie  British  constitntion, 
whose  work-appeared  about  the  middle  of  the 
18th  century.  The  author  supposes  a  conven- 
tion of  the  people  assembled  to  fix,  by  mnto^ 
consent,  the  constitution  of  the  monarchy ;  ana 
in  tiiis  assembly,  Britannious,  a  leading  mem- 
ber, proposed  "  that  the  intended  king,  as  head, 
should  have  the  whole  executive  power  of  the 
lawa,  and  to  take  care  of  the  administration  of 
josticev  and  that  he  should  neither  deny,  delay^ 
nor  sell  justice  to  any  man.  He  ihrther  pro- 
pounded, that  the  intended  king  should  have 
the  sole  appointment  and  nomination  of  all  hia 
Judges,  ministers  (Estate,  hia  admirals  and  gen- 
erals, jsind  all  othor  .officers  in  the  State,  both, 
dvil  and  nulitary." 

J£t,  President,  I  have  dwelt  longer  on  this 
sut^ect  than  I  intended,  and  I  regret  that  it  has 
arisen  as  an  inddental  question  in  debate ;  it  ia 
itself  worthy  of  a  separate  and  a  fiill  diseuasion ; 
but  I  could  not  consent  that,  by  this  indirection, 
the  constitutional  rights  of  this  body  should  be 
cast  as  m  offmng  at  tiie  footstool  of  power, 
without  entering  my  most  solemn  protest 
against  the  sorrender. 


TUESDA.T,  January  21. 
Origia  <(f  Sooh  Furehaaes/or  JUmSm. 

On  moti<ni  of  Ur.  'Wkbstzb,  the  Scmate  pro* 
oeeded  to  consider  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions, in  part,  for  the  service  of  the  year  183^ 
with  the  messa^  from  the  House  of  Eepresent- 
atives  disagreemg  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Beoate  for  striking  out  the  clause  restrictiog  the 
spplication  of  the  contingent  fimd  of  each 
House  on  the  subject  of  prmting. 

Ur.  W.  explfuned,  that  this  bill  had  been  al- 
ready before  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who 
bad  reported  two  amendments  to  the  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  House  of  Bepresent^ves.  One 
of  these  amendments  related  to  an  error  in  the 
estimate  of  the  e^naea  <xf  the  Seoretaiy'a  Dfflo& 
which  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Hoose,  ana 
there  was  nothing  more  to  be  i^d  about  it. 
The  other  amen£nent  of  the  Senate  was  to 
strike  out  the  clause  in  the  bill  which  linuted 
the  application  of  the  contingent  fond  in  tho 

Srinting  department,  to  the  printing  of  such 
ocuments  only  as  related  to  we  ordinuy  pro- 
ceedings of  OongresB,  and  were  executed  by  the 
public  printer  under  his  contract ;  and  to  this 
amendment  tiie  House  of  Representatives  had 
^sagreed.  He  should  now  dose  the  few  re- 
marks be  had  to  make  wiQi  a  motion  that  tiie 
Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment. 

The  contingent  expenditures  of  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives  are  stated  in  the  bill  at  $160,- 
000,  indndlng  fhd,  stationery,  printing,  Ao, 
The  contingent  exp«ues  of  tbe  Senate  were 
estimated  at  $82,000.    Whether  tiiese  sums 
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w«re  too  large,  or  too  smalL  Le  did  not  pretend 
to  Bay.  He  Bad  no  doubt  that  they  were  large 
iraotight  and  he  should  be  content  with  mj  ot- 
der  which  the  Senate  night  take  concerning 
them.  Bat  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  danse  which  had  been  stricken 
ont  bj  the  Sraiate,  and  whidh  he  asked  the  Sec- 
retary now  to  read.  [Hie  cUnae  having  been 
read,  Ur.  WxamB  resmned.]  U  tiie  Senate 
aneed  to  retain  tiiie  cHaoae,  so  let  It  ba^  ffia 
diniontion  wai^  to  adhere  to  the  amendment  by 
wlueh  it  had  been  etrieken  ont,  A  dmilar  pro- 
ykion  to  this  had  been  in  the  bill  for  some 
yeare,  and  such  was  its  iaconTenience,  and  the 
Impraolicabilitj  of  carrying  it  into  effect,  that 
the  officers  of  the  two  Booses  had  been  com- 
pelled to  disobey  the  restriction.  It  excepted 
works  which  were  printed  by  order  of  the 
House  of  Bepr^ntatires,  bnt  not  those  which 
were  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  He  ob- 
jected to  tiie  principle  involved  in  the  clanse, 
pni  desired  to  know  why  the  Senate  were  not 
to  be  trusted  with  the  regulation  and  awlito' 
Hon  of  thtir  own  continent  ftmdf  u&oy 
Vere  allowed  to  purchase  what  fiiel  they  chose, 
they  ooji^t  to  be  also  allowed  to  order  the  print- 
big  of  inch  works  as  they  denred.  The  clanse 
excepted  saoh  works  as  were  execnted  by  the 
pnbho  printer.  He  knew  no  snch  officer  as  the 
pablio  printer.  Eadi  House  made  a  oontraot 
with  a  printer,  bnt  there  is  no  snch  officer  as  pnV 
Uo  printer.  The  House  ordered  books  with  as 
tnnch  liberality  as  did  the  Senate,  bnt  the  House 
vuaht  pay  for  the  books  which  they  ordered, 
under  this  construction,  while  the  Senate  could 
do  no  such  thing.  A  member  near  him  (Mr. 
WixKiNa)  had  recently  moved  for  an  additional 
number  of  a  work  which  bad  been  ordered  by 
a  preriona  Oon^ress,  for  the  supply  of  new 
members.  Bat  if  this  clause  were  to  be  retun- 
«d,  the  Senate  oonld  not  pay  for  these  books. 
So  the  gentleman  from  wssissippi  (Mr.  Pour- 
dbxteb)  had,  at  the  instance  of  two  of  the 
Oommittee  of  the  Senate — ^the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Clums — introduced  a  resolution,  under 
wbidi  a  compilation  <d  the  land  laws  was  or- 
dered. But  the  Senate,  with  this  clause  stand- 
ing in  the  bill,  could  not  pay  for  them.  Zven 
the  little  map  of  Narragansett  Bay,  of  which 
tiie  printing  had  be^  aidced,  oonld  not  be  paid 
ibr,  and  ti^  gentienuui  from  Qe<n:gia  might 
have  q^ared  mmielf  the  labor  of  (q>poiing  the 

He  moved  that  the  Senate  do  adhere  to  their 
Amendment. 

Mr.  FoBSYTfl  called  fi>r  the  reading  of  the 
clanse  which  had  been  stricken  ont  by  the 
Senate.  After  the  clause  had  been  read,  he 
stated  that  this  subject  had  been  before  Con- 
gress formerly,  and  he  thought  that  the  House 
was  in  the  right.  Their  object  was  to  check 
tiie  abuses  which  had  been  practised  on  the 
contingent  frmd.  That  fund  was  created  for 
ib»  payment  of  tiie  necessary  expenses  of  Oon- 
gresa,  while  the  fbniMB  were  in  seidMU  Abtuns 


had  subsequently  crept  in,  one  of  which  was  to 
bestow  the  patronage  of  Congress  on  a  variety 
of  works,  political  and  otherwise.  A  man  who 
had  on  hand  a  large  stock  of  copies  of  a  book 
which  he  could  not  throw  in  the  market,  could 
come  here,  and  through  the  influence  of  a  friend 
in  one  of  the  Hooses,  ask  for  a  subscription, 
the  advantaffe  of  which  was  exclnrivdy  to  liim- 
selt  And  tfnu  Oot^^ress  were  made  tLe  pni^ 
dUBOTB  of  agreat  many  bad  books,  whieh  wer0 
thus  thnut  upon  the  public  Aiaother  abuse 
was  the  application  of  this  fund  to  liable  puV 
lishers  to  get  up  new  works,  which  could  not 
be  published  without  the  fud  of  Congress.  He 
recollected  at  the  first  sesrion  in  which  he  was 
in  C<mgre88,  a  large  appropriation  for  the  pub- 
lication of  Seybert's  Statistics.  This  patronage 
encouraged  Mr.  Pitkin  afterwards  to  get  up  his 
Statistics.  Another  subscription  was  made  by 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  to  Gales  &  S«^ 
ton's  Begteter  of  Debates,  by  whieh  an  annual 
i^^ux^riation  of  $2,600  was  made  to  sustain  that 
woiIl  This  course  of  expenditure  eontinned 
far  amne  years ;  until,  finally,  in  oonseqnenee  of 
dottbta  whioh  had  arisen  as  to  Uie  moitsftf  the 
work  m  whioli  this  patrouage  was  otniiiBRed, 
this  danse  was  attached  to  the  appropriation 
bUL  He  waa  of  <^inlon  tiiat  the  cuiuse  was  a 
veiy  proper  one,  and  he  hoped  the  Senate 
would  agree  to  retain  it.  He  should  vote 
against  the  motion  to  adhere. 

Mr  Kahb  admitted  that  it  mifi^t  be  all  true 
that  the  Senate  had  acted  unwisely  in  ordering 
works.  But  he  did  not  view  that  as  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  Senate.  The  Senate  haa 
ordered  a  number  of  new  books,  and  the  qnes- 
tion  was,  whether  the  works  wnioh  had  be«i 
BO  ordered,  and  which  were  in  use  by  the  Smi- 
ate,  were  to  be  paid  for,  or  not.  He  thought 
that  the  MQi  ct  the  Sensete  was  pledged  for  tiie 

Eayment  the  woi^  they  had  ordered,  and 
e  could  not  see  any  other  mode  by  which  this 
could  be  effected,  than  by  striking  ont  this  re- 
striction. There  appeared  to  hhu  to  be  no 
other  mode  than  to  hold  on  to  the  clause,  by 
agreeing  to  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Maasachusetta.  The  Senate  had  made  up  their 
minds  that  certain  books  were  useful,  and  had 
ordered  these  works.  On  the  faith  of  tMs  pro* 
oednre,  the  eontraotors  had  gone  on  with  the 
publication  the  wortcs,  and  the  Senate  were 
bound  to  ftdfil  th^  obligatum  to  pay  for  thrao. 
He  ahonld  therefore  vote  in  &Tor  of  the  motion 
to  adhere. 

2&,  Knia  said,  that  he  had  for  some  time 
seen  a  disposition  to  squander  the  contingent 
ftand  of  OoDgress,  and  it  was  this  dispontitm 
which  had  led  to  tiie  introdnction  of  thu  c^usa 
into  the  bill.  He  oltjected  to  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  ih>m  MaBsachusetts,  because  it  risked 
tiie  loss  of  the  bill.  It  was  not  usual  to  make 
such  a  motion  at  so  early  a  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings, and  he  r^arded  it  as  disrespect^  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  earliest  motim 
ought  to  have  be«L  to  insist :  th^  in  case  of 
diaagreement  aa  the  part  of  the  Honae^  it  wee 
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tiie  nsaa]  oonrse  to  call  a  conference.  If  the 
Senate  were  now  to  agree  to  a  motion  to  ad- 
here, would  not  the  bill  he  lost  in  the  event  of 
dlsagreemwt  on  the  part  of  the  Hoofie  t  [Mr. 
Wkbstke— *'  Certwnly."]  He  wonld  then  op- 
pose this  motion,  as  he  did  not  see  any  thing  in 
the  olanse  introdaced  by  the  Hoose  which  onght 
to  exdte  opposition. 

llr.  WsBBtEBrosemnelytoanBwerthatpoint 
fat  the  BTgnment  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
which  attiibated  to  him  (Mr.  TV.)  an  intention 
to  offer  disrespect  to  the  Hoose.  He  had  look- 
ed into  this  matter  before  he  enbmitted  ins  mo- 
tion, and,  on  examining  the  precedents,  had 
found  that  a  similar  motion  had  been  made,  in 
this  staee,  by  many  distii^ished  persons,  and 
inter  oOtu,  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
himself  on  a  question  of  great  public  interest 
In  reference  to  the  relative  rights  of  the  two 
Houses  over  their  own  contin^t  ftmd,  he  con- 
sidered this  clause  as  not  being  in  true  taste. 
If  tiie  Senate  belieTe  they  have  the  control  of 
tiieir  own  oontingent  ftind,  they  dionld  ai^  so. 
The  very  nature  of  the  oontingent  Amd  looked 
to  otiier  oljeets  than  snch  as  were  epedfled. 
Otherwise,  there  oonld  be  no  cmtingen^  about 
it. 

Kr.  Bbntoit  said  the  early  subsoiiptions  to 
books  were  for  such  as  related  to  Iwif^ion^  and 
aided  the  member  in  discharge  of  his  daties— 
such  as  the  debates  of  Congress.  For  such  he 
had  always  voted,  mA  against  all  others. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  dedded  in 
fiiTor  of  adherence— yeu  84^  18. 


Fbidxt,  January  24. 
JHttrem  PetitioiK 

T£r.  Webstbb  presented  the  ^woeedfaigi  of  a 

{tnblio  meeting  held  in  tiie  town  of  Kew  Bed* 
brd,  in  the  State  itf  Massachusetts. 
-  lur.  W.  said  Uiat  New  Bedford  had  been  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  and  fast-growing  towns 
fai  Massachusetts.  Its  citizens  were  engag«d  in 
a  most  useful,  hardy,  and  adventurous  com- 
merce, in  which  they  had  met  with  much  euo- 
oees;  and,  three  months  ago,  their  condition 
•was  flourishing  and  happy ;  hut  a  sudden  and 
most  extenrive  reverse  has  h^pened  to  it 
Tbir^  or  fbrty  fulurea  are  sidd  to  have  hap- 
pened, and  great  pressure  and  distress  prevaiL 
I  fed  it  my  duty,  said  Mr.  W..  to  present  these 
things  to  the  consideraticHi  of  the  Senate.  It 
titere  can  be  dtiier  any  fiiith  in  men's  stat»- 
mmtB,  w  if  ftots  be  any  proof^  the  pressure,  so 
far  from  dUniuishing,  is  mcreanng.  While  we 
are  talking  abont  tiie  danger  of  the  moneyed 
aristocracy  of  the  bank,  a  state  of  things  is 
suffered  to  exist  which  is  a  perfect  carnival  to 
the  re^  money  aristocracy,  if  there  be  any  such 
thing  in  the  country.  Oapitalists  holding  up 
their  money  for  snch  enormous  rates  of  inter- 
est, and  being  able  to  command  such  rates, 
abowa  what  saAiifioes  are  made  by  industrious 
auOt  of  small  c^fital,  to  protect  themaelTes 


[jAOTasr,  1884. 

from  absolute  ruin.  In  many  places  numerous 
workmen  have  been  thrown  out  of  employ,  not 
only  in  the  mann&cturing  establishments,  but 
in  ^e  mines  of  some  of  the  Middle  States.  In- 
deed, if  the  information  of  this  morning  is  cor- 
rect, one  of  these  States  had  suffered  a  great 
disappointment,  In  failing  to  receive  the  infital- 
ments  on  its  loans  according  to  contract,  and 
was  obliged  to  take  other  measures  for  supdy- 
ing  the  means  oi  eanTing  ax  its  pnhUo  works. 


MoSDAT,  January  fl7. 

IHttrm  Petiti<m. 

Mr.  FsxLmauuYszM  presented  a  petition  from 
a  number  of  dtizws  «  Kewark,  Xew  Jersey, 
praying  Hiat  the  depodts  of  the  public  maosya 
may  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  tiie  ITidted 
States. 

[On  preseBtiDg  the  memorial,  Mr.  F.  accompanied 
It  with  a  speech,  ia  which  be  said  It  was  ragned  b/ 
1,841  of  the  citizens  of  STewark,  compri^g  four- 
fifths  of  the  bnmnesa  population,  now  reduced  to 
the  deepest  pecuniary  dlatreaa  by  the  removd  of 
the  depodts,  and  praying  their  restoration.] 

OenenU  Awropriation  SUl—ConHnffmt  Ex- 
petite*  of  the  two  Moueet—JPurehase  ofSookt 
for  Memben, 

Mr.  Wkbstbe,  from  the  Committee  of  Man- 
agers appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
confer  with  the  Managers  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives  on  the  subject-matter  of  the 
agreoing  votes  of  tiie  two  Bouses  on  the  second 
amendment  to  the  sj^roprlation  bill,  made  a 
report  as  follows : 

'*  The  managers  appointed  by  the  Senate  to  meet 
the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  conference,  on  the  subject  of  the 
disagreeing  votea  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  second 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  makbg  appropriationa,  In  part,  for  the  support 
of  Government  for  (he  year  1884,'  report — 

"  Tliat  they  have  met  the  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  have  held  a 
free  conference  with  them  upon  the  difference  ex- 
iMting  between  the  two  Houses,  and  have  the  [deas- 
ore  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the  managers  of  the 
two  Houses  have  come  to  an  agreement  upon  the 
matter  in  difference.  Th^  have  agreed  to  teoom- 
mend  to  tbeir  respective  Houses  the  followlag. 
amendnwnt  to  the  bill,  via. : 

"  Strike  out  all  the  bill  from  the  16th  line  of  the 
printed  bill,  Induaive,  and  Insert — 

And  be  it  further  ttuided.  That,  hereafter,  nd- 
ther  the  Senate  nor  House  of  RepresentsUvea  shall 
subscribe  ibr  or  purchase  anv  book,  oulesa  an  ap- 
propriation shall  be  made  speoiallv  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  sum  of  five  thousand  doUars  is  hereby  ap« 
propriated,  to  be  pdd  out  of  any  money  In  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  annually,  for 
the  porchase  of  books  for  the  Library  of  Congress, 
in  additioD  to  tiie  sum  of  five  thousand  doUars  hete- 
tirfim  usually  iVprojKiated  for  that  ptnpoae. 
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Jieotoval  of  Ihe  Xkpotitt. 


[Snun, 


"And  6«  it  further  enacted,  Tb«t  all  booka  »]• 
read;  purchased,  or  ordered  by  either  Honae,  shall 
be  paid  for  oot  of  any  moDey  in  the  treaaury  not 
otMrwise  appropriated." 

Mmotal     ih»  DepotiU. 

The  Chair  annoanced  the  special  order,  being 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasaiy,  on 
the  removal  of  the  deposits ;  when 

Ur.  PoBSTTH  8ud :  Both  the  reB<dati(HU  of 
tiie  Senator  from  Kentucky  are  oljectionable, 
in  form  and  snbstanoe.  They  are  censorial,  not 
oorreotive;  Tindietive,  not  l^dative.  They 
strike  at  a  eapposed  ofitoder — they  offer  no  r&< 
dress  for  the  asserted  injury.  They  are  Justly 
exposed  to  all  the  reprehension  of  the  Smator 
from  Kissonri.  The  first  resolution  can  be  de- 
fended on  bat  one  ground — ^the  rif^t  of  the 
Senate,  by  the  expression  of  ita  (^nicms,  to 
appeal  to  the  people,  to  oontrol  the  exercise  of 
power  by  the  elemve  fraaehise— a  oall  vpon  the 
people  to  awaken  from  a  ftlse  secori^,  and 
rescue  their  endauf^red  prospoity  from  tiie 
hands  a  oorrnpt,  improTident,  or  unwise  ad< 
zninis^atlon.  Oooaedons  for  snoh  expresriona 
of  opinion  are  of  rare  ooonrrence.  lliey  can- 
not be  made  with  any  show  of  justifioation 
whea  the  le^ative  power  of  Ooogress  is  am- 
ple to  correct  the  existing,  to  avert  the  coming 
eviL  la  it  pretended  that  the  power  of  Con- 
gress is  not  ample  re^:^  this  imputed 
wrong  ?  If  the  act  doul  is  corrupt  in  the  Chief 
liaeL^xate  or  Beoretary^^  impeach  and  punish — 
if  uey  have  acted  unwisely,  bat  not  oomtptly, 
Usislate  and  contxol  them. 

The  deposits  have  been  removed  from  the 
Umted  States  Bank.  The  Secretair  the 
Treasury  has  told  as  that,  In  tlie  exeroue  of  tiie 
power  given  to  him  by  tiie  charter,  he  has  de- 
cided that  time  and  oirouniBtances  required  him 
to  perform  the  act.  The  Prendent  approves 
the  act.  He  has  done  more :  he  urged  the  for- 
mer Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  perform  it. 
In  my  judgment  the  dispo^taon  of  the  deposita 
is  neither  the  primary  nor  preliminary,  but  a 
dependent  question.  Chao^g  the  place  of 
ooUectiug  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars  can 
be  of  no  great  oonseqnence  in  its  effects  on  the 
ImdneesoroairenQyoftheeoantry.  Themoet 
enlightened  the  fHends  <rf  the  bank  admit, 
that,  of  itself  the  order  of  tilw  Seoretary  has 
not  produced,  or  oight  not  to  have  produced 
serious  embarrassments  in  the  systems  oX  credit 
<a  exchange.  The  derangement  the  {wesmre 
in  liie  moneyed  transactions  of  the  commercial 
dtiee,  jwooeed  from  the  act  of  the  bank,  which 
wants  to  aacoiain  what  is  to  be  ita  fate.  la 
the  charter  to  expire  in  1886,  or  to  be  renewed  I 
If  the  charter  is  not  be  renewed,  a  ohange  in 
the  place  of  deposits  was  a  thins  of  course,  and 
oertamly  there  can  be  no  ground  for  damorona 
oomi^ntB  at  the  performanoe  of  an  act  now, 
which  must  be  performed  at  no  distant  day. 

The  time  chosen  for  dianging  the  place  <tf 
the  Government  deports  haa  oeen  a  aatdect 
^  reprehendon ;  it  was  done,  Sepotws  aa^t  Dot 


two  months  before  Congress  met.  Had  I  bew 
an  adviser  of  the  President,  I  should  have  re- 
oonmiended  delay.  I  shoold  have  said  to  him, 
I  believe  that  the  people  have  decided  i^^nst 
a  bank ;  that  the  majority  of  the  repesentativea 
of  the  people,  elected  under  the  new  census, 
brining  with  them  the  popular  sentiment^ 
will  record  that  judgment ;  but  I  advise  yoa 
not  to  take  it  for  granted  that  you  undersbind  ' 
the  opinions  of  the  House  of  BepresentativeB. 
It  is  posmble  that  the  peoj^  may  have  wm- 
tinned  yoa  in  place,  and  yet  de«re  the  oontin'* 
nance  of  the  institution ;  wait  until  a  vote  of 
the  House  of  B^resentatives  renders  their  opin- 
ion not  a  matter  of  argument,  but  of  undisputed 
and  indisputable  &ct.  The  President  has  6hosen 
to  act  upon  the  strong  presumption  afforded  by 
ttie  result  of  his  own,  and  of  me  other  popular 
eleotions.  His  justification  depends  upon  the 
establishment  tn  the  fact  presumed.  But  what 
ri^t  have  we  to  complaint  The  course  of  the 
Sttittte  was  not  minmderstood.  Hkd  it  been, 
would  it  have  been  crindnal  in  the  Fre^dent^ 
or  in  the  Secrotary  of  the  Treasury,  to  believe, 
and  to  act  on  the  belief,  that  changes  of  opinion 
regarding  the  bank  had  been  wrought  here 
by  changes  In  the  State  GovemmeBta  ?  Can 
it  be  matter  of  sapposition  what  are  the  wishes 
of  the  State  sovereignties  t  Do  they  not  cor- 
respond with  the  wishes  of  their  respective 
sovereiCT,  vrith  the  wishes  of  the  sovereign 
of  the  United  States. 

But,  dr.  the  President  is  arrtigned  for  the 
exerdae  of  a  naiuped  auth(»i^  over  the  pnUio 
treasure,  hi  the  langaage  o£  the  Senator  f^om 
Eentnoky,  he  has  wd  an  nnhaUowed  hand 
upon  the  public  pone,  b  this  fiiot  or  ground- 
less assnmptitmf  By  changing  tiie  places  of 
collecting  and  dqtorating  t£e  revenue,  has  he 
increased  his  power  over  the  monej  of 
t^e  people!  Can  he  now  touch  it  without 
pollating  his  hands  ?  Can  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treunry  use  one  dollar  of  the  pablio  money 
in  the  State  banks,  more  than  he  could  before^ 
when  it  was  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  branches  I  The  same,  guaranties  for  the 
safety  of  our  treasure  now  exist  that  formerly 
existed.  'Hie  power  of  the  Preudent  is  neither 
increased  nor  diminished.  Iff  ooiropt,  the  pablio 
xamtif  was  equally  within  his  reach  m  the 
Bank  of  the  TTiuted  States  as  In  the  State  honks. 
But  gentlemen  assert  that  he  has  assomed  the 
same  power  over  the  purse  that  he  has  over 
the  Bwcffd.  True,  rir,  he  has  exerdsed  the 
same  power  over  the  purse  and  the  sword.  He 
has  riglttftany  the  same  power  over  the  sword 
and  purse.  He  cannot  use,  and  never  has 
used,  dther,  without  legislative  authority,  given 
according  to  the  provisionB  of  the  constitution. 
Can  he  ansheath  the  sword  to  strike  abroad  or 
at  htnne  ?  Can  he  lift  his  hand  against  foreign 
violence  or  domestic  treason  without  our  leave  ? 
So  is  it  with  the  purse:  he  cannot,  he  dare 
not|  tonoh  one  miU  withont  legislative  per- 
"■^'^'w*  A  aoggution  has  been  made,  jCr. 
Fnetdent)  wblehl  heard  with  regret,  that  th« 
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public  money  has  been  placed  in  fiBTorite  par- : 
tisan  banks,  where  it  is  likeljr  to  be  used  for 
dl  purposes  of  ^ecolation  and  peoolatioD.  This 
means,  I  preanme,  that  the  deporita  being 
dianged  to  the  State  banks,  a  new  and  onworthy 
fslaas  of  persons  will  receive  loans  who  oodM 
not  hare  obtained  them  from  the  Bonk  of  the 
United  States.  This  sweeping  denunciation  of 
the  respectable  and  irreproaimable  direotors  of 
all  the  State  institutions  tmsted  by  the  Seore- 
tttry  of  the  Treasury,  is  without  the  shadow  <^ 
foundKtlon.  For  sldU  and  integrity  they  stand 
as  fair  as  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  or  any  of  its  branches.  The 

Ehrase  of  "  favorite  partisan  banks "  shows 
ow  idle  the  suggestion  is.  Of  the  banks  now 
the  depositories  of  the  public  money,  the  great 
mass  are  managed  by  persons  decidedly  opposed 
to  fhe  admimstratiiHi ;  who,  on  the  question 
of  re-diartering  the  Bank  of  the  Unltea  States, 
differ  with  the  Ezeoutive;  whose  infioutoe 
and  whose  votes  were  against  the  present  Ohief 
Hagistrate  at  the  last  election. 

It  is  farther  alleged  that  the  terms  of  the 
act  establishing  the  Treasury  Depuitment  prove 
tiiat  the  Beoretary  was  not  to  be  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Executive.  It  is  made  his  duty  *'  to 
prepare  and  report  plans  for  the  improvement 
ana  management  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
for  the  support  of  public  credit,"  and  "  to  report 
to  either  House  in  Congress  upon  any  sul^jeot 
referred  to  him,"  Ac  The  Seoretaty  bung 
bound  to  report  to  Oongress,  and  not  to  the 
Exeontive^  it  is  grarely  n^ed  that  the  re^Ktn- 
Ability  of  tbe  Secretary  most  be  to  Oongress 
and  not  to  the  Executive.  These  clauses  in  the 
act  of  1789  were  not  admitted  without  dispute 
end  animadvernon.  The  construction  now  put 
upon  them  would  be  truly  surprising  to  the 
disputants  of  that  day.  Then  it  was  urged  by 
the  objectors  to  the  introduotiou  of  them, 
that  it  gave  power  to  the  Secretary  over  Oon- 
gress ;  not  powo:  to  Oongress  over  the  Sera«- 
tary.  [See  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington — 
pages  200  to  205.]  They  were  defended  and 
retained  on  the  simple  ground  that  they  were 
intended  merely  to  procure,  directly  and  con- 
veniently, infinmatlon  hi  detail  firom  the  best 
and  most  practical  source.  No  one  maintained 
QT  inugined  that  any  change  In  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Secrets^  was  to  result  from  them. 
Gendemen  seem  to  be  entirely  nnoonsciouB  of 
the  effect  of  their  hypothecs.  If  they  are  right, 
the  responnbility  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  a  wise  administration  of  his  Department, 
is  nominal — it  has  no  sanction.  According  to 
true  theory,  all  the  Executive  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment are  responsible  for  the  purity  and 
wisdom  of  their  conduct  in  ^e  execution  of  the 
duties  devolved  upon  them:  to  the  Executive 
and  to  Oongress  for  thur  puritr— to  the  Ezecu- 
live  altme  for  their  wiadom.  ^e  hypothecs  of 
Senators  does  not  touch  the  rec^onnbility  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  through  an  im- 
peachment; but  in  this  he  is  hi  no  respect 
different  from  the  other  Heads  of  Departments 
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— it  destroys  all  respcmsibility  for  the  wisdom 
of  his  acts.  He  rgxajstoOonness,  and  proves 
his  folly  of  improvidence.  Wliat  remedy  haa 
Congress  to  apply  ?  It  can  tcpplj  none.  The 
two  branches  of  the  legislature  may  hideed 
decide  that  the  removal  of  the  officer  would  be 
proper.  But  this  act  must  be  performed  by  the 
Executive.  We  have  here  tiien  a  nomiQal 
responmbility  to  Congress,  resting  for  its  efficacy  • 
on  the  only  constitutional  sanotioD,  the  Execu- 
tive power  of  removal. 

The  Freddent  of  the  United  States  and  tho 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  seem,  sir,  to 
have  well  understood  their  reBpoctive  powers 
and  obligations.  When  the  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  deports  was  fint  agitated,  lir, 
Duane,  with  the  frankness  and  fiimness  wtitled 
to  public  respect,  opposed  the  measure— it  was 
one  he  could  not  sanctkm,  but  if  resolved  upon 
by  the  Freddent,  be  would  ^ve  way  fw 
another,  who,  coinciding  with  the  President, 
oould  act  without  scruple  or  hesitation.  After 
thorough  investigation  of  the  various  arauments 
BUbmittod  to  him,  the  President  made  his  deci- 
rion ;  and  then,  unfortunately,  Mr.  Duane  de- 
dbied  fulfilling  his  voluntary  engagement' 
The  cause  as^gned  was  still  more  unfortunate. 
He  c<moeived  that  he  was  insnltedL  This  did 
not  absolve  him  from  his  engagement ;  indeed 
it  should  have  famished  a  new  motive  for  with- 
drawing. If  treated  couj^eoualy,  his  resignation 
should  lisve  been  tendered  out  <Kf  rei^eot  to 
the  Freeddent ;  if  rudely,  he  should  have  thrown 
]Mclk.  upcm  the  President  his  commission  from 
TwpecA  to  himself.  HonoraUe  Senators  oen- 
50 re  without  measure  the  '^per  md  to  the  Cab- 
inet by  the  President.  The  exerolse  <tf  otH- 
nary  charity  would  place  the  snl^ject  in  a  very 
different  light  from  that  thrown  upon  it  here. 
Is  it  not  apparent  i^m  the  document  itself 
recollecting  the  preceding  and  attendant  cir- 
cumstances, that  uie  sole  object  of  the  President 
was  to  shield  Mr.  Duane  from  the  responmbility 
of  the  act  which  he  seemed  to  di^ad.  The 
President  desired  to  take  the  whole,  to  reconcile 
his  Secretary  to  the  coarse  resolved  on.  En- 
tertaining a  otmsderatious  oouTiotion  that  Hm- 
oonrse  was  ftaught  with  Injurious  oonsequenoea 
to  the  public,  the  Secretary  would  have  been 
faithless  had  he  accepted  the  offered  sheltor. 
He  was  only  wrong  in  shifting  the  ground 
upon  which  he  stood.  N<»  honest  Sea«tai7' 
will  ever  put  his  hand  to  a  work  which,  in  his 
judgment,  will  bring  ruin  or  distress  upon  hltf 
country.  Ko  public  officer  is  bound  to  suffer 
even  uncourteous  treatment  from  the  Chief 
Magistrate;  the  only  honorable  step,  in  either 
case,  is  resignation  of  office,  sjod  Bubmission  of  his 
conduct  to  the  judgment  of  that  great  tribunal, 
public  opinion,  to  which  all  must  yield  a  cheer- 
ftil  or  forced  obedioioe.  If  little  charity  has 
been  shown  to  tiie  Prerideat,  by  what  term 
shall  I  describe  the  tnatment  of  the  weaent 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  distii^inlBhed  throu^ 
a  long  lifis  as  a  pditidu  and  as  a  man  by  faia 
nrbau^,  and  oonrtetty,  and  Tirtne.  To  oiU  It 
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harsh  would  uot  coavej  an  adequate  idea  of  its 
extreme  iigastioe.  An  officer,  who,  previoiu 
to  appointment  to  the  Treasorjr  Pepart- 
nwnt,  had  urged  upon  the  FreBident,  by  fact 
and  ai^punen^  the  propriety  of  a  removal  of 
the  depoitta,  is  aocnsed  beinr  made  the 
snpple  tool  of  the  Exeontive  fbr  the  perform- 
ance of  that  act;  ia  represented  as  standing 
by,  the  cold  spectator  of  Uie  stnu^es  of  his 
collea^e  in  the  contest,  between  his  oonaoienoe 
and  his  attachment  to  Qib  Chief  ICanstrato; 
as  witnesdng  the  contemptnooa  ezpmsion  of 
that  coUeagoe  from  office,  and  then  coolly  enter- 
ing the  vacant  place  without  sympathy  or  tlie 
small^  emotion  for  the  man  who  prefwred 
the  loss  of  honon  and  emolmuents  to  a  fae^yal 
of  the  interests  of  the  people.  The  .present 
Secretary  left  a  place  of  honor  for  another  not 
more  honorable,  a  place  of  great  rcoponsibility 
for  one  of  greater  ro^KmabiUty,  a  place  uniting 
honor  and  profit,  which  the  oonditi<m  of  a 
large  family  impelled  him  to  regard,  for  an 
uonoraUe  place,  the  profits  of  which  .are  in- 
sufficient to  defray  his  necessarily  increased 
expenditures.  These  circumstuioeauoneshotdd 
protect  him  from  the  slightest  censure,  but  he 
stood  committed  to  the  President  by  his  pre- 
viously given  advice,  and  when  called  npon  to 
perforza  a  task  he  had  ui^^  npon  his  coUeagucL 
he  could  not  without  di^onor,  have  disobeyed 
the  call.  He  stood  pledged  to  the  Ohief  Mag- 
istrate  and  to  the  country,  and  he  has  not 
shrank  fhmt  his  duty.  He  abides  with  un- 
shaken oonfldence  In  the  Justioe  of  his  oomtry, 
for  all  the  conseqnenoes  of  the  act  he  recom- 
mended to  another  and  performed  bimaell 
And  how  is  he  represented  here  by  the  Scaiat<nrs 
from  Kentucky  (Ur.  Out),  and  South  Carfdina 
(Ur.  Oalboub),  as  cluming,  all  power  to  him- 
self, asxd  denying  all  power  to  Congress,  as 
claiming  to  himsdf  and  the  Executive  an  au- 
thoritative control  over  the  whole  treasure  of 
the  nation,  and  denying  the  right  of  Oongress 
to  interfere.  This  is  a  terrible  position  to  an 
officer  whose  duties  are  prescribed  by  Oongress, 
who  is  now  dependent  upon  one  branch  of  Con- 
gress for  his  oonUnnance  In  an  office  which  he  is 
^used  of  having  earned  regardless  of  the  ML- 
ings  and  honors  cf  a  oplleagoe,  base  snbeer- 
Tiency  to  the  mandates  of  a  rotuess  master. 

Let  us  examine  if  in  foot  the  Secretary  d^ms 
this  extensive,  ezclunve  power.  The  Secretary 
holds  that  the  charter  of  the  bank  is  a  contract 
between  the  Crovemment  of  the  United  States 
and  the  stockholders — is  this  denied!  The 
Secretary  holds  that  by  that  contract  the  power 
to  remove  the  deposits  is  expreraly  given  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  him 
alone.  Is  this  denied!  In  the  execution  of 
that  contract,  the  Secretary  holds  that  he  must 
be  the  agent  to  exercise  that  power,  and  that 
it  eannot  be  exenused  by  any  othor  agei^ 
without  a  Ti61ali<Hi  of  the  ol^slion  d  the 
Government  Is  this  denied?  The  Secvetary 
holds  that  the  removal  of  the  depodts  by 
himself  is  in  ocmfbrmitiy  with  the  oontract,  ana 


 m 

prostrates  the  only  obstacle  to  the  exertion  of 
the  power  of  Oongress  over  the  whole  subject 
and  all  the  interests  connected  with  it.  So  far 
from  cUuming,  therefore,  power  to  the  pr^udiee 
of  Congress ;  so  far  from  denying  or  attempt- 
ing to  naist  their  authority,  he  has  loosened  we 
boms  imposed  by  Oongress  upon  ibaSx  •  own 
hands.  Supporing  him  to  have  been  mistaken 
in  his  construction  of  the  charter  of  the  bank^ 
admitting  that  Congress  had  the  same  power- 
as  the  Secretary,  or  unlimited  powu*  over  the 
dq>odts,  there  is  now  no  pretext  for  accunng  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  of  setting  up  olahns 
to  an  anthority  si)ove  the  power  of  Congress. 


TuESDAT,  February  4, 
Sgnunal  <^  (As  DepotUi  —  MoUen  to 

Mr.  roMtf's  Btport  and  Mr.  Clay's  mend 

Sewhtiion  to  tMo  CommUtM  m  Fhaneo. 

The  YioK  FBcsmxirr  announced  the  Special 
Order,  bting  the  reptnt  oi  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  removal  of  the  deposits, 

Mr.  Webstbb  moved  to  refer  the  report  of  < 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasofy,  and  the  second 
resolution  o^red  by  the  Senator  from  Kentnoky,  - 
to  the  Committee  on  Finanoe, 

In  proposing  this  modem,  Ur.  Wbbstib  s^d 
that  the  mtennon  was  to  f^ve  the  committee  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  report  on  the  financial 
part  of  the  subject,  and  promised  that  the  re> 
port  should  be  brought  in  to-morrow  as  soon  as. 
the  Senate  were  in  session. 

Some  disoosrim  took  place  on  the  p<rint  vf 
order,  whether  this  referoue  would  not  take  the 
sul:p}ect  from  before  the  Senate,  and  thus  arrest 
the  praiding  disoDssion ;  in  wMch  Mr.  WnBsnx, 
Mr.  Cut,  Hr.  PommrKB,  and  lir.  Sfbaouj^ 
took  the  n^ative  of  the  guestion,and  Hi.  WmoET 
and  Mr.  Knra  took  the  affirmative  view. 

The  motikm  was  then  agreed  to. 


'Wedsesdat,  February  0. 
Seport  on  the  £etrmal  0/  the  D^pMttt. 

Mr.WsBaiEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Finanoe^ 
to  whom  wtfereftrred  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  removal  of  the 
iepoAtBf  and  .the  second  of  the  resolutions- 
offered  by  the  Senatw  from  Kentucky,  made  a 
repwt,  the  reading  of  which  being  called  for^ 

Mr.  WEBSTKB  read  the  report,  which  occupied 
about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  and  oondnded 
with  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  seoond 
resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Cut. 

Mr.  WsBSTXB  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
oommittee  be  printed,  and  that  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  resolu- 
tion which  had  been  before  the  committee, 
with  the  other  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentoo^,  be  made  the  special  ordor  for  to-day. 

The  nurtitm  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Oeambibs  moved  that  6,000  additional 
oopiee  of  the  report  be  printed. 

The  motion  to  print  6,000  extra  copies  was. 
decided  in  the  afi&rmaliTe— ajy«  27. 
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Thubsdat,  February  6. 

Senate  proceeded  to  the  oonsideratioa  of 
fhe  Spedal  Oraer^  being 

The  Semowd  <if  tfi^  DepotiU, 
Ifr.  yfujcim  sud  before  he  proceeded  to 
those  resolutions  he  woold  again  deprecate  the 
degree  of  warmth  which  had  been  displayed  in 
connection  with  the  snbjeot..  On  each  side 
tragic  pictures  bad  been  drawia  of  the  state  of 
the  conntiT.  They  had  been  told  that  they 
were  ,  in  the  midst  of  a  roToIntion — ^that  the 
oonstttntion  was  lying  prostrate  and  bleeding 
before  them — that  the  rights  of  the  people  had 
been  trampled  on,  and  t£at,  dtongh  blood  had 
not  yet  been  drawn,  a  mtu  war  was  fast  ap- 
proaching. They  were  told  that  the  gloom  of 
*76  anjd  '77  was  hovering  orer  them.  In  the 
foreground  of  tihe  picture  was  depleted  an  am- 
bitioTis  FVeddent,  grasping  at  despotic  power, 
and  fiist  ascending  to  the  despotio  throne,  with 
the  purse  in  one  hand  and  the  sword  in  the 
other,  a  public  robber  of  the  rights  and  treasure 
of  the  people.  All  this  was  in  the  foref;ronnd 
of  the  picture ;  while  in  the  baok^nnd,  ont  of 
right,  were  to  be  found  the  real  prmdples  of  tiie 
qaestion.  If  gentlemen  judged  of  political  by 
phydcal  phenomena,  there  might  be  some  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  erils  spoken  <^  would  come 
npon  them.  If  it  were  true  that  a  political 
Btorm  was  always  preceded  by  a  calm,  goitlemien 
were  right  In  the  views  Xtusj  took  of  this  Bn1>- 
Jeot.  Until  the  presoKt  debate  o(nnmenoed,loi^ 
after  the  remoral  of  the  deporita,  there  was  an 
entire  calm.  The  confidence  in  gOTemment  was 
unparalleled.  If  any  change  t<rak  place  in  that 
confidence  it  was  omy  known  by  its  increase. 

A  revolution  "yet  bloodless  I "  What  did  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey  mean  f  He 
(Mr.  W.)  would  leave  it  to  be  settied  by  the 
people.  He  only  wished  to  say  that  the  picture 
which  had  been  drawn  was  too  highly  colored. 
He  thought  that  what  had  been  said  was  un- 
called for  by  any  public  act  of  the  Government. 
"Wlien  this  subject  was  examined^  and  the  very 
worst  made  it,  what  did  it  amount  tot 
Simply  tiiat  no  emergency  had  ooourred  In  the 
oonntry  to  Justify  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
Take  uie  rep<Ht  of  the  Oommittee  on  Finance, 
and  every  tiling  which  had  been  sud  and  done 
upon  the  subject,  and  what  did  it  amount  to  t 
Tnat  the  Secretary  had  the  power  of  removing 
the  public  money,  but  that  his  act  was  not 
justified  by  expediency.  The  law  was  with 
the  Secretary,  bat  he  had  not  been  governed 
by  expediency.  A  mere  nustake  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  emergency.  And  ont  of  this 
simple  fact  had  grown  all  the  alarms  which 
had  been  spread  through  the  country.  Senators 
had  assembled  in  peace  and  quietness.  The 
1st  of  December,  1888,  came  round  without 
any  complfdnt — ^without  even  a  whisper  from 
the  people.  Let  them  look  back,  where  ^ 
the  panic  come  from  t  On  what  day  did  it  &st 
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make  ito  appearance?  On  the  day  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  made  hu  address  to  the 
Senate.  That  voice,  to  which  no  man  could 
listen  nithont  delight,  was  followed  1^  this 
distress.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  traveled  through 
his  own  State,  and  could  say,  that  if  the  removal 
of  the  deposits  had  there  effected  any  change, 
it  was  in  favor  of  the  man  who  made  the  re- 
moval. He  (Mr,  "W.)  had  been  going  <m,  whoa 
he  was  interrupted,  to  say  that  he  could  have 
wished  that  a  difi'erent  course  bad  been  adopted 
by  the  bank.  He  could  have  wished  that  it  had 
reasoned  with  the  administration  and  Congress, 
and  suspended,  until  the  result  was  known,  the 
oppressive  measures  which  it  had  pursued.  The 
bulk,  however,  had  thot^bt  proper  to  act  dif- 
ferently. Although  it  was  add  to  be  tiie  agent 
of  Congress^  It  had  never  had  <»ie  w<Hd  with 
Ooogress.  It  had  made  war  upon  its  prindpaL 
and  nad  also  waged  war  utmhi  an  innocent  and 
unoffending  community.  Liberality  or  restrio- 
tion  Was  in  its  power,  and  it  chose  the  latter. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  only  asked  that  the  bank  would 
allow  Congress  the  power  of  arresting  it  in  the 
particular  course  which  It  had  adopted,  A 
diffwent  oouree  would  have  been  prudent,  both 
as  it  related  to  tiie  oonntry  and  to  the  stock- 
holders. 

He  would  say  one  word  on  the  subject  of  the 
union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  in  the  person 
of  the  President,  There  could  be  no  such  thing 
as  a  imion  of  the  pnrae  and  the  sword  as  long 
SB  the  constitution  shotdd  exist,  as  long  as  the 
peo{te  remained  fi«e  and  enlightened.  If  it 
were  intended  to  corrupt  the  people — ^if  corrup- 
tion were  to  take  hold  of  the  people,  such  as 
the  conduct  of  the  bank  pointed  out,  then, 
indeed,  a  union  of  thepurse  and  the  sword 
mif^t  be  talked  ofl  TTnat  was  the  power  of 
the  sword,  which  was  so  much  spoken  of?  The 
President  was  indeed,  by  the  constitution,  the 
commander-in-chief  « the  militia  of  the  country. 
But  what  was  that  more  than  a  nominal  power  f 
What  oould  he  do  ?  He  could  not  raise  men ; 
he  could  not  clothe  them:  he  could  not  pay 
them;  he  oould  not  impomt  a  ringle  officer 
withont  tiu  oonsent  (tf  uongress.  It  was  Ooa- 
mss  that  did  all  this,  and  not  the  Executive, 
Ev«i  the  very  aab^stenoe  of  the  Freddent  Idm- 
self  depended  upon  the  wfll  of  Oongress.  The 
President  could  not  make  war  or  peace;  those 
acts  must  also  emanate  from  Congress ;  and  if 
the  President  overstepped  his  powers,  he  was 
liable  to  be  impeached,  to  be  tried  by  the 
Senate,  and  to  be  hurled  from  his  office.  With 
regard  to  the  present  action  of  the  Executive, 
in  removing  the  deposits,  what  power  has  the 
Fresid^t  assumed  f  In  his  cabinet  paper  of 
February,  1888,  be  east  frvm  him  m  idea  of 
uniting  the  purse  and  the  Executive  powers ; 
he  would  have  notiting  to  do  with  the  deponta, 
but  for  strong  &ct8  respecting  the  conduct  of 
the  bank,  which  had  recmtiy  come  out.  What 
did  this  prove  I  It  proved  that  he  had  cast 
awa7  from  him  the  public  purse,  and  that  he 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


257 


FkncABT,  1881.] 


[Sbu& 


dfadaimed  all  Idea  of  union  between  It  and  the 
Bword, 

Hr.  President,  I  will  now  take  up  the  two 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Kentnck^r,  and 

?>roceed  to  examine  them.  The  first  resolxition 
nvolves  the  question  of  political  power ;  but  it 
charges  no  corraption  on  the  rresident;  it 
TelateB  to  his  peculiar  views  as  to  Executive 
duties,  and  a  power  supposed  to  be  asuumed  bj 
him,  which  is  not  authorized  bj  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  countrj,  and  the  removal 
of  <Hie  man  from  office  on  account  of  his  opinions. 
If  even  cofraption  could  be  proved,  it  would 
not  restore  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, who  Is  now  preoladed  hj  his  successor. 
I  took  it  that  the  right  af  removal  was  admitted ; 
tiiat  the  Senate  were  inclined  to  acquiesce  in 
universal  usage;  the  Senate  may,  with  pro- 
priety, acquiesce  in  the  right  to  remove,  when, 
almost  every  day,  they  are  confirming  or  rqect- 
ing  nominations  made  by  the  President,  to  fill 
the  places  of  those  officers  that  have  been  so 
removed.  The  resolution  itself  admits  the  right 
of  removal  in  the  President,  and  it  charges  him 
-with  assuming  a  right  over  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  Statra.  Why,  then,  do  wepersevere  in 
contradicting  these  anthorities  ?  why  have  our 
argoments  gone  oo  denying  the  right  of  remov- 
alT  Sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know.  TUs  respln- 
tion  oonsistB  of  two  parts ;  one  relates  to' the 
removal,  and  the  other  to  a  restoration.  But 
fhe  restoration  of  the  late  Secretary  is  wholly 
out  of  the  question.  Ko  one  can  look  at  his 
conduct  and  opinions,  but  he  would  justify  the 
President  from  personal  considerations,  without 
reference  to  the  public  measure.  The  Secretary 
came  into  office,  holding  towards  the  President 
nnjust  and  unjustifiable  sentiments :  that  Gen- 
eral Jackson  was  the  most  nnfit  man  in  the 
country  for  oar  Chief  Magistrate ;  that  he  was 
the  victim  of  passion  and  arbitrary  feeling;  that 
he  was  guided,  not  by  his  own  judgment,  but 
by  a  secret  cabal ;  that  he  never  carried  oat. 
and  never  intended  to  carry  oat,  any  political 
opinion  which  he  had  professed.  If  all  tiiis 
was  so,  how  was  it  possible  to  get  along  with 
mch  a  Secretary,  who  was  his  adviser  and 
conn  seller,  appointed  to  ud  him,  and  at  the 
same  time  held  such  secret  opinions,  and  had 
no  confidence  in  the  man,  or  in  his  political 
opinions,  and  deemed  them  subject  to  corrup- 
tion ;  how  was  it  possible  for  them  to  poll  to- 
gether ?  But  this  is  not  all :  the  Secretary  tells 
the  President  that  the  measure  was  insisted  on, 
not  from  pnblic  considerations,  but  from  vindic- 
tive and  arbitrary  motives ;  from  no  good  prin- 
dple;  bat  from  a  vile,  vindictive,  and  arbitrary 
HeieUng.  These,  sir,  are  his  very  epithets.  Sir, 
bow  was  it  possible  to  get  aloi^  i  How  was  it 
posdUe  for  the  President  to  proceed  with  a 
Secretary  who,  from  his  fselings  and  sentiments, 
eonld  not  co-operate  with  him  ?  But  even  tiiis 
is  not  all ;  when  things  became  serious  between 
the  President  and  Secretary,  the  latter  promised 
to  resign,  but  lie  afterwards  refused,  for  two 
reasons ;  becoase  he  had  made  a  promise  which 


he  never  expected  to  be  called  apon  to  fulfil, 
and  in  tiie  second  place,  he  determined  to 
remun  in  office,  that  he  might  fix  on  the  Presi- 
dent the  chai^  of  interfering  with  au  officer 
of  Congress ;  and  he  retained  his  office  against 
tiie  wishes  of  the  President,  for  no  other  object 
but  for  fixing  this  charge  upon  him.  Sir,  he 
ought  to  have  been  removed  the  very  next 
moment ;  he  was  in  the  Cabinet,  and  the  Presi- 
dent was  right  in  removing  him.  His  office  was 
retained  in  violation  of  his  promise,  and  with 
theparpose  of  overthrowing  ttie  President. 

The  third  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
ooBstltation  provided  that  the  President  should 
take  care  that  ^he  laws  were  properly  executed. 
In  reference  to  the  execution  of  the  civil  law, 
indeed,  the  constitution  was  silent.  What  then 
was  the  meaning  the  oonstitutioual  injano- 
tion?  What  was  meant  by  the  word  care  I 
Sorely  the  power  was  not  suspended  until  some 
open  rebellion  bad  broken  out  against  the  con- 
stitution. Surely  this  power  was  never  absent. 
Surely  in  all  cases  it  was  a  part  of  bis  duty  to 
attend  to  the  revenue  and  to  the  finances.  Had 
he  not  a  right  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  inquire  how  the  collecting  officers 
were  doing  their  daty  f  This  genraal  care  was 
indispensable,  and  connected  with  the  oath 
luB  own  office  to  defend,  protect,  and  watch 
over  the  constitotion.  [Mr.  W.  here  referred, 
for  corroboration,  to  Kent's  Commentaries.] 

In  the  exercise  of  the  authority  which  the 
President  assumed,  he  interfered  with  no  leraa- 
lative  action.  The  laws  had  passed  from  onder 
the  hands  of  the  legislature  and  became  his  care. 
The  law  had  pvea  power  to  the  Secretary  to 
remove  the  deposits,  but  was  silent  as  to  the 
time  and  manner.  And  was  it  not  the  duty  of 
the  President  to  take  care  and  watch  for  the  fit 
time,  and  when  he  saw  it,  suggest  it  to  the 
Secretary! 

Sappose  the  second  resolution  of  fha  honor- 
able Senator  from  Eentncky  ordered  a  restorv 

tion  of  the  deposits,  and,  after  the  resolution 
had  been  adopted  by  Congress,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  refused  to  comply  with  the 
requisition,  what  was  to  be  done  with  him  I 
He  might  be  impeached ;  but  would  it  be  wise 
to  wait  the  result  of  the  trial?  The  country 
would  say,  remove  this  refractory  officer.  Sup- 
pose it  had  been  the  universal  opinion  that  the 
deports  ought  to  have  been  removed,  and  that 
universal  censure  would  otherwise  attend  the 
administration  had  it  reftised  to  remove  them 
according  to  the  general  wish,  would  it  bejosti- 
fiable  to  remove  him?  Take  the  Post  Office, 
for  instance:  had  not  all  the  Preddents  walked 
into  that  Department,  and  asked  how  the  Post- 
master exercised  the  power  of  appointment? 
And  was  It  not  well  known  that  a  Postmaster 
was  removed  because  he  hod  appointed  a  Post- 
master in  one  of  our  large  cities  ?  The  Presi- 
dent was  justified,  morally  and  politically  speak- 
ing, in  removing  officers  and  in  appointing 
them.  Hr.  Taney  was  not  appointed  by  the 
Pnrident  because  of  his  ^buity  of  opinion. 
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To  the  high  personal  and  political  character  of 
Mr.  Taney,  triere  could  be  no  objections.  But 
It  was  well  known  that  a  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits  was  no 
endden  opinion  of  Mr.  Taney's,  adopted  by  him 
for  the  parpoae  of  obtaining  the  sitaation  which 
he  now  holds.  As  early  as  Harch  last,  he 
stated  his  opinion  that  the  deporita  oa^t  to  be 
removed,  in  order  to  give  the  bank  time. to 
vind  np  its  obncema.  In  looking  aronnd,  the 
President  had  a  right  to  select  an  officer  who 
wonid  honestly  toM  oonscienfSonsly  discharge 
bis  duty. .  It  was  perfectly  right  in  the  Presi- 
dent to  select  a  man  who  coincided  in  opinion 
with  himself.  That  was  no  assumption  of  power 
on  the  part  of  the  President,  which  did  not 
belong  to  him ;  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  like  to 
know  when  an  officer  was  selected  by  tlie  Pcesi- 
dent,  except  on  account  of  his  political  opinions. 
The  selection,  then,  was  no  e^ence  of  corrup- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  selector  or  m  the  part 
<Kf  the  person  selected. 


MoimAT,  February  10. 

Dittrm  MemoridU. 

pfr.  SouTHABD  presented  the  proceedingB  of  two 
arge  meetings  in  the  conatles  of  Uorris  and  Bar- 
Ungton,  cDmpUlning  of  the  ^stress  and  alarm  occa- 
noned  by  the  removsl  of  (he  deposits,  and  praying 
their  restoration,  and  spoke  at  large  in  su^rt  of 
Uuir  olgecb] 

«  ToBBDAT,  Febnuiy  11. 
PuUie  DUtrm. 

Mr.  MoKean  presented  the  memorial  of  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  (brought  on  by  a  committee  of 
geoElemen  appointed  by  the  meeting,}  complain- 
ing of  their  great  pecuniary  embarrassments, 
and  the  disordered  state  of  Uie  currency  of  the 
country,  wliich  they  attribate  to  tlie  removal 
of  the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank  (tf  the 
United  States,  and  praying  for  tbehr  immediate 
restoration  to  that  institution. 

Mr.  MoK.,  on  presenting  tin  memorial,  swd, 
that  a  committee  composed  of  gentlemen  of  the 
first  respectability  and  intelligence,  from  Phila- 
delpliia,  now  in  attendanoe  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, had  a  few  moments  since  chtu^ed 
him  with  a  memorial  to  be  presented  to  the 
Benate,  signed  by  more  than  ten  thousand  citi* 
tens  of  that  vicinity,  deeply  complaining  of  pe- 
cnniary  distress  and  derangement  of  the  cur- 
rency, which  tliey  attributed  to  the  recent  re- 
moval of  the  publio  deposits  from  the  Bank  of 
tiie  United  States,  and  prying  Congress  to  in- 
terfere for  their  relief.  I  have,  said  Mr.  McK., 
been  honored  with  an  interview  from  a  portion 
of  this  committee,  and  tmre  listened  to  their 
statements ;  and  however  I  may  differ  from 
them  as  to  the  true  canae  of  present  embarmss- 
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ments,  and  the  proper  mode  of  redress,  I  can  no 
longer  doubt  the  reality  and  extent  of  suffering 
in  that  quarter.r  Mr.  MoK.  then  moved  that 
the  memorial,  together  Vith  a  letter  which  he 
had  received  from  the  oomtmttee,  he  read  by 
the  Seoretary,  and  that  both  be  rMerred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  printed. 

Mr.  Clat  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  comprehended  not  only 
the  printing  of  the  memorial,  together  with  the 
letter  of  the  committee,  bat  the  names  of  the 
memorialists. 

Mr.  MoKean  replied  that  he  had  not  intend- 
ed to  move  for  the  printing  ot  the  names,  bnt 
he  would  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentnoky,  as  a  modification  of  his 
motion. 

DUtrm  Memorial. 

Mr.  Manoitm  presented  the  resdntiona  and 
proceedings  of  a  mee^i^  of  a  large  and  re- 
spectable Dody  of  the  citizens  of  tiie  county  of 
Burke,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  on  the 
subject  of  the  peconiary  embarrassments  and 
deranged  state  of  the  currency  of  the  country, 
which  they  attribute  to  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  praying  for  some  mode  of  relief,  and 
recommending  the  immediaterestorationof  the 
deposits  to  that  institution. 

It  was  perhaps  proper,  Mr.  M.  sud,  on  pre- 
senting these  proceedings  and  resolutions,  to 
apprise  the  Senate  that  they  spoke  the  voice 
of  t^e  immediate  friends  of  the  Ohief  Ma^strato 
of  the  United  States.  In  no  part  of  the  aonthem 
country  was  the  phalanx  which  gave  so  strong 
an  impulse  to  the  popularity  of  the  Exeeative, 
so  unbroken,  or  bo  firm  in  its  attachment,  as 
was  to  be  fonnd  in  the  district  from  whence 
these  proceedings  came ;  and  yet  he  learned 
that  in  that  country  tiie  sense  of  its  population 
was  universal  in  condemnation  of  tliose  meas- 
ures which  had  called  forth  the  sense  of  the 
meeting.  It  was  stated  in  these  resolutions, 
that  the  money  of  the  United  States  Bank  was 
entirely  driven  ont  of  circulation  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  either  in  oonseqnenoe  of  its 
being  boarded  by  uiose  who,  having  oo  inmie. 
diato  use  for  it,  deemed  it  the  safest  money  to 
keep,  or  by  being  absorbed  for  purposes  of  ex- 
change, while  that  whole  country  was  flooded 
with  the  trash  of  this  district :  even  the  small- 
est debts  conld  not  be  paid  but  in  coin.  Sir, 
(siud  Mr.  M.,)  these  resolutions  speak  tiie  grave, 
calm,  and  deliberate  tone  of  the  best  friends  of 
the  Executive,  who  emphatically  say  that  they 
cannot  submit  to  be  ruined,  to  gratify  tlie 
whims  or  caprices  of  any  man. 

Mr.  Bbowh,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and  said, 
that,  althcAigh  he  hod  not  been  apprised,  but  a 
few  minutes  before,  that  this  preamUe  and  res- 
olutions were  to  be  presented  K^the  Senate,  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  imperative  dnty.  aa  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
on  this  floor,  in  consequence  of  the  tone  of  this 
preamble  and  these  resolntions^  and  of  the  re- 
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marks  of  his  cclleagne,  to  take  the  pfesent  oc- 
oamon  to.  explain  Gome  of  his  views  in  reference 
to  this  sol^ect.  He  was  one  nf  tiiose  who,  in 
his  represeotatiTe  capacity,  felt  every  dispou- 
tion  to  r«spect  pablio  opinion,  whenever  that 
opinion  eomd  be  properly  ascertained.  When- 
ever he  ehonld  be  bronglit  to  feel  a  tetUed  con- 
viction that  ttte  opinion  of  the  people  of  North 
OuroUna  was  in  opposition  to  the  conrse  which 
he  bad  felt  it  to  be  bis  dnty  to  take  uq  great 
political  measures,  and  whenever  that  opinion 
should  be  fiairly  presented  to  him,  he  wonld  be 
either  prepared  to  obey  it,  or  to  relinquish  the 
seat  which  he  had  the  honor  io  hold  on  this 
floor.  If  he  did  not  adopt  one  of  these  alter- 
natives, he  shoold  consider  that  he  was  actiag 
in  uppontioD  to  the  sacred  principles  of  onr  re- 
pnbuean  institations,  and  foUowiog  the  practice 
of  those  who,  while  they  were  issuing  dennn- 
ci&tioDS  of  Executive  nsnrpations  of  power, 
were  themselves  acting  in  oppodtion  to  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  of  their  own  constitnents ; 
and  were  thns  violating  the  gre^  principles  of 
republican  Government.  But  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  take  the  opinion  of  these  petitioners, 
respectable  as  he  admitted  them  to  be,  as  the 
sense  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina.  It  was 
true  that  some  of  the  signers  of  this  paper  had 
been  supporters  of  the  present  Ezecntive,  but  it 
was  equally  true  that  others  of  them  were  his 
decided  opponents.  From  the  tone  of  the  reso- 
lutioi^i,  and  the  character  of  the  new^apers 
eeleoted  tor  thdr  pnblieation,  he  inferred,  in- 
deed, that  the  greater  number  bad  been  always 
iu  opposition  to  General  Jackaon.  In  r^ard 
to  the  great  question  wiiiofa  was  agitating  the 
country  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other,  his 
own  opiiiion  had  been  firmly  and  deliberately 
made  op.  From  a  view  of  all  the  circninstances 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  agitation  and  embar- 
rassment which  prevailed  resulted  from  the 
conduct  of  the  bank  itself,  and  the  conduct  of 
that  poliUcal  party,  the  existence  of  which 
seemed  to  depend  on  that  of  the  bank. 


'Wedhxsdat,  Febmary  12. 
Death  of  Mr.  Bouidin. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Honorable  Thomas  Ttleb  Boitldin,  late  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  State  of  Virginiar— and  tliat 
his  funeral  woold  take  place  to-morrow  at  half- 
past  ll  o'clock. 

Hr.  RrvES  rose  and  said — 

Mr.  President:  The  Seuote  were  yesterday 
ippriaed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina, 
(Mr.  Pbbston,)  in  the  momentary  .absence  of 
my  colleague  and  myself,  of  the  melancholy 
4vent  which  has  Just  been  communicated  to  us 
by  the  Houset>f  Representatives,  and  which  has 
depriTed  the  State  of  Virginia  of  one  of  her 
most  distinguished  Bepresentatives  in  the  l^s- 
latnre  of  the  Union.  The  event,  dr,  in  all  its 
drcunutanoea  and  associations^  was  one  of  the 


most  solemn  and  affecting  character — well  oal- 
cnlated  to  admonish  ns,  in  the  midst  of  onr 
bnsy  cares  here,  "  what  shadows  we  are,  and 
what  shadows  we  pursue  I  "  I  now  rise,  Ur. 
I^efident,  to  ask,  at  the  hands  of  the  Senate, 
the  accustomed  marks  of  respect  to  the  memory 
ef  onr  deoeaaed  associate,  ana  whioh  are  m  ent- 
inently  dne  to  the  high  ebaraoter  he  nudntaiD- 
ed  in  all  ihe  relations  both  of  public  and  (tf  |h4- 
vato  life.  I  heg  leave,  llierefor&  to  ofi^  for 
the  ad<q>tion  of  the  Senate  the  foUowSng  reso- 
lotion : 

Jietolved,  That  the  Senate  iriD  attend  the  flueral 
of  the  Bouorabla  Thouas  Ttlie  BoQU>nt,  late  a 
member  of  the  House  of  RepreKntatives  from  the 
State  of  Virginia,  at  the  bonr  of  II  o'clock,  A.  H., 
to-morrow ;  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceaaed,  they  will  go  mto  mouriH 
ing,  by  wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty 
days. 

This  resolution  having  been  nnanimooBlj 
agreed  to — 
On  motion  of  Hr.  Bivxs, 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  ac(jonni,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  at  half-past  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  joining  the  House  of  Ibtpresent^ves  io  at- 
tending the  obsequies  of  the  late  Honorable  Taoiui 

T.  BOULDIN. 

On  moticm  of  Mr.  Ritxb, 
The  Senate  then  a^onmed. 


MoHDAT,  Fehruaiy  17. 
F&rUmotOk  (IT,  B.)  MunoridL 

Hr.  Bill  presented  the  petition  oM  number 
of  the  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
on  the  snbject  of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments 
and  distress  prevuling  in  that  section  of  the 
Union,  which  the  memorialists  attribute  to  the 
removal  of  the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  praying  that  they  may 
be  restored  to  that  institution,  or  that  Congress 
would  make  such  other  legislative  provisions 
for  the  relief  of  the  country,  as  its  wisdom 
might  devise.  Mr,  B.  said,  tof^  while  up,  it 
might  be  proper  fbr  him  to  observe,  that  the 
signers  of  this  memorial  were  men  of  integrity, 
character,  and  respectability, — merchants,  ship 
owners,  and  men  of  business,  whose  names  car- 
ried as  mnch  weight  as  those  of  any  body  of 
men  in  the  country.  ^ 

He  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ^inted, 
with  names  attached. 

Mr.  Hill  had  not  had  the  privilege  of  a  sight 
of  the  original  memorial  ft'om  Portsmouth ;  but 
a  meml>er  of  the  House,  who  had  a  copy  of  i1^ 
had  kindly  shown  that  to  him.  Of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  petitioners,  so  far  as  can  be  as- 
certjuned  by  gentlemen  personally  acquainted, 
there  is  not  a  solitary  friend  of  the  admiflistra- 
tion  upon  it.  In  relation  to  this  memorial,  he 
wonld  ask  leave  to  read  extraiets  from  a  letter 
he  had  recently  received  bom  that  town : 
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**  On  Saturday  I  perceived,  bj  a  notice  stuck  up 
at  tbe  brick  market,  that  the  federallsta  of  tbia  town 
were  About  to  memoralize  Coaeresa  upon  tlie  sub* 
ject  cf  the  public  deposits,  ^though  this  invita- 
tio.D  was  given  to  all,  witlioat  distinction  of  party, 
7et  I  feel  persoaded  that  70a  will  not  find  ^e  name 
ofaringle  friend  of  the  administration.  If  they  have 
told  you  that  there  is  any  onuaual  pressure  In  this 
town,  it  is  not  true.  There  is  no  man  here  that 
feels  embarrassed  for  the  want  of  money,  save  those 
who  hare  unwarrantably  extended  their  business 
upon  a  borrowed  capita.  Every  thing^  here  com- 
mands a  high  price.  The  agneulturists  feel  no 
pressure.  They  are  reaping  richly  of  the  blearings. 
of  a  wise  and  judicious  admit^tration,  and  of  the 
bounties  of  a  kind  Providence.  The  merchants 
hero  might  do  the  same,  if  it  were  not  for  the  cor- 
rupt and  comipting,  and  shameful  raasagement  of 
the  bank&  I  say  banks,  because  the  most  of  the 
local  banks  in  this  town  sympathize  strongly  in 
politics  with  Mr.  Biddlo's  bank  and  its  braocbea. 

"  I  will  venture  to  assert,  and  pledge  my  veracity 
vpon  tbe  assertion,  that  the  bnnch  bank  to  this 
mace  has  in  her  vaidts  at  least  fifty  thousand  dollars 
in  specie,  and  at  least  thirty  thousand  dollars  in  local 
bills.  If  the  fact  be  so,  it  would  enable  that  bank 
alone  to  discount  over  a  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
How  much  has  been  discounted  at  that  bank  I  have 
not  the  means  of  knowing. 

"  This  bank,  also,  refuses  to  send  home  tbe  bills 
of  tbe  Oommercial  Bank,  although  the  cashier  has 
been  repeatedly  requested  M  to  do,  and  reeelTO  the 
•peine  them," 

Mr.  H.  oontinned :  Sir,  the  nnmber  of  pe- 
titionen  attached  to  the  FortuDonth  memoriBJ, 
is  less  thaa  ooe-half  the  nomber  of  votes  that 
have  Bometimes  been  cast  bj  the  opposition  par- 
ty in  ttl^t  towor  For  some  time  past,  it  will 
be  seen  mat  the  disconnt  of  the  PorUmoath 
branch  has  averaged  aboat  $400,000.  On  t^e 
first  of  Janaarj  it  was  $895,088— it  was  re- 
dnoed  io  that  month,  when  it  was  necessary  to 
prepare  for  a  petition,  to  $862,878 — making  a 
contraction  of  more  than  a  tbonsand  dollars  in 
a  day.  The  Fortamouth  petitioners  probably 
ove  the  bank  at  least  three-fotutfas  oi  the 
whole  debt  Then  are  bat  ftw  debts  dne  oat 
(tf  that  town ;  and  of  tbe  bank's  debtors  the 
names  of  some  of  tbese  few  are  on  the  petition. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  very  few  persons  at  Ports- 
moath,  or  elsewhere  in  New  Hampshire,  would 
think  of  moving  in  favor  of  the  bank,  except 
those  who  act  in  this  matter  from  party  mo- 
tives ;  for  the  bank  has  been  a  blighting  corse 
to  the  men  of  bosiaess  of  that  place.  There 
are,  sir,  on  this  |>etition,  several  names  of  per- 
sons who  failed  m  bosioess  four  and  five  years 
ago,  and  whose  names  are  on  bad  paper  at  the 
branch  bank,  five,  ten,  twenty,  and  up  to  sixty 
thoosand  dollars  each.  There  are  also  other 
names  00  the  paper  of  reapeotable  gentlemen, 
men  of  repated  wealth,  who  are  reported  to 
have  permanent  accommodations  at  tbe  bank, 
of  ft-om  6,000  to  20,000  dcdlars,  which  is  em- 
ployed in  navigation  or  mannfiioturing  estab- 
ualunents. 


[FBBBiuxr,  1884. 

TirKDA.T,  Febraary  18. 
Virginia  Memorial, 

Mr.  Ttlke  rose  to  present  a  memorial  from 
the  city  of  Bicbmond,  signed  by  nearly  nine 
hundred  of  the  citi^ns,  and  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  people  of  Franklin  coanty,  in 
the  State  of  Yirgmia,  In  regard  to  the  memo- 
rial, be  would  say,  that  it  would  be  borne  in 
mind  by  the  Senate,  that  he  had  rarely,  very 
rarelv,  been  called  upon,  since  he  had  been  a 
member  of  tbe  Senate,  to  perform  a  daty  simi- 
lar to  that  which  he  was  then  in  the  aot  of  per- 
forming. The  people  of  the  State  which  he 
represented,  in  part,  on  this  floor,  were  con- 
tent, uoder  ordinary  (urconistancefi,  to  leave 
tbe  expression  of  their  sentiments  to  be  made 
by  those  who  represented  tbem  and  their  in- 
terests in  this  House  and  the  other ;  and  their 
departure  from  that  course,  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, bore  to  Senators  the  strongest  possible 
evidence  of  the  great  agitation  of  the  public 
mind,  Tbe  memorial  was  signed  by  persons 
of  all  employments  and  pursuits,  and  presented 
an  array  of  names  which  would  compare,  for 
intelligence  and  the  attributes  of  higb  moral 
cbsraoter,  with  any  similar  nnmber  from  mj 
city  or  town  in  the  Union.  They  remonstrat- 
ed against  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Prendent 
and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  involving 
high  assumptions  of  power.  Beared,  from  ear- 
ly infancy,  in  the  belief  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve liberty  from  overthrow,  it  was  necessaiy 
to  keep  the  three  departments  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment separate  and  distinct^  they  regard  with 
alarm  the  late  measures  of  the  President,  as 
drawing  withia  the  vortex  of  Executive  power, 
judicial  and  legislative  fuactions,  and  in  the 
forfeiture  pronounced  of  a  most  valuable  fran- 
chise, or  privil^e,  of  that  corporation,  which 
had  been  solemn^  ratified  to  it  t>ychvter  stip- 
olatitsL  and  for  which  it  hod  pudf  they  reoog^ 
nize  a  breach  of  pnblie  faith  and  riolatitm  of 
individual  rights  in  the  persons  of  the  corpora* 
tors.  Mr.  T.  said,  that  while  he  concurred 
with  the  memorialists  most  fully  in  their  views^ 
be  should  abstain  from  going  into  their  consid- 
eration now,  as  he  proposed,  should  his  health 
permit  and  the  Senate  so  please,  to  express  his 
opinions  more  at  large  upon  them  after  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Peansylvauia  (Mr. 
Wilkinb)  should  finish  tbe  speech  which  he  had 
commenced.  The  memorialists  also  represented 
that  a  deep  gloom  rested  on  their  city  and  hang 
over  the  oountry;  that  commercial  enterprise 
and  mann&ctaring  industry,  deprived  of  their 
proper  ailment,  were  stagnated ;  that  all  the  par- 
saito  of  life  were  paralyzed ;  that,  in  oonse- 
queuce  thereof  the  great  staples  of  prodaction, 
tobacco  and  fiour,  had  each  fallen  twenty  per 
cent  within  the  last  sixty  days  ;  that  exchanges 
had  fUlen  from  eight  to  thirteen  per  cent,  in 
the  same  period,  and  as  an  evidence  ttiat  no 
accidental  circumstance  of  trade  had  produced 
this  state  of  tlungs.  but  that  all  depended  opon 
t&e  condition  of  the  money  market,  that  vrvrj 
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iay  and  every  hoar  broQght  with  it  its  Snctna- 
lioQS.  The  memorialiflta  saw  no  ^mmeriDg  of 
^ht  throogh  the  gloom,  bat  anticipated  a  daricer 
night  7et  to  come  than  that  whidi  enshronded 
them.  They  looked  to  Congrew  for  relief. 
Thar  ask  not,  s«d  Kr.  T.,  a  renewal  of  the 
bank  charter.  No,  sir,  they  implore  that  a 
■table  system  may  he  introdaced.  Not  one 
resting  on  EzeoatiTe  will — not  a  Treasnry  rest- 
ing on  agents  appointed  by  the  Execative, 
liable  to  be  displaced  at  his  pleasure — holding 
their  existence  bat  at  the  breath  of  his  nostrils 
— fleeting  and  ephemeral  as  whim,  or  caprice, 
or  passion,  or  political  motives  might  make 
them :  bnt  resting  on  law — ^permanent,  endnring 
law— law  not  to  be  changed  bat  for  high  reasons 
of  state  policy,  approved  by  the  wisdom,  and 
Banoti<niM  by  the  experience  of  Oongreae.  To 
a  measure  of  tht^  character  do  fliey  look  for  the 
reat<vation  of  pnblio  oonfidenoe ;  and  to  sndi 
measure  alone  can  they  look,  or  can  the  ooontry 
look. 


Thubbdat,  Febmary  20. 
^nend  of  William  Wirt,  JSfq.,  late  Attomey- 
Qeneral  of  the  United  States. 

The  Joamal  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Chambbes  rose,  and  said  he  had  been 
apprised  that  the  Hoase  of  Representatives  had 
just  adjourned  for  the  parpose  of  attoiding  the 
fimerol  of  the  late  Mr.  Wibt  ;  and  as  many  of 
the  Senators  not  only  felt  it  an  imperative  dnty 
to  Join  in  paying  the  last  tribnte  of  respect  to 
the  distinguished  individual  referred  ta  but 
were  impeUed  to  do  so  by  a  deep  sense  of  feel- 
ing, tiie  Senate  would  not  probably  be  flill 
enough  to  attend  to  bnnness.  He  was  not 
aware  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
make  any  motion  for  the  postponement  of  the 
resolutions  or  proceedings  that  might  be  ex- 
pected to  come  up ;  and  he  wonld,  therefore, 
simply  content  himself  with  a  motion  to  ad- 
joom.  Wherenpon,  the  Senate  ac^oamed. 


JFbidat,  February  21. 

Public  IHttreu. 

Kr.  BouTHABD  said  he  had  been  charged 
with  three  memorials  from  different  parts  of 
tiie  State  of  New  Jersey,  which  he  had  been 
requested  to  present  to  the  Senate.  The  first 
came  to  him  from  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  citizens  of  Trenton,  and  its  vicinity,  and 
was  signed  by  423  names  of  persons,  many  of 
whom  were  among  the  most  respectable  in  the 
Stato.  Two  of  the  committee  were  well  known 
as  having  been  formerly  among  the  most  ar- 
dent and  active  sopportera  of  the  present  ad- 
minlstratirai,  as  were  also  some  otiirars  on  the 
lUt  The  letter  which  accompanies  the  memo- 
rial states  that  the  latter  expresses  the  views  of 
the  great  body  of  farmers,  merchants,  mechan- 
ics, and  working  men  of  that  portitm.  of  the 
State,  without  distinction  of  par^. 


[SnAis. 

The  second  memorial  came  from  the  town- 
ship uf  Howell,  a  part  of  the  county  of  lion* 
mouth,  which  is  now  represented  in  the  State 
legislature  by  members  who  are  dedded  in  thdr 
support  of  the  present  administration;  it  la 
signed  by  about  three  hundred  individuala.  of 
whose  characters,  standing,  and  respectahinly, 
he  was  also  prepared  to  speak. 

The  third  memorial  was  signed  by  2,785  of 
the  inhabitants  and  voters  of  the  county  of  Bnr- 
lington,  in  a  different  part  of  the  State.  It 
would  be  well  recollected  that,  some  time  since, 
on  the  occasion  of  presenting  the  proceedings 
of  a  county  meeting,  held  in  the  same  county, 
he  had  ventared  to  express  his  opinion  that 
those  proceedings  contained  the  sense  of  the 
county  of  Burlington  on  this  ^«at  and  exciting 

auestion.  For  this,  he  bad  been  accused,  in 
lie  very  ears  of  power  itself  of  d«^berate  false* 
hood.  Sir,  sfud  he,  here  are  the  names  <^  a 
mi^oHty  of  the  voters  of  that  county,  which  is 
represented  by  four  fHends  of  the  administra- 
tion out  uf  six  representatives  in  the  State  leg^ 
hiture,  three  of  whom  voted  for  the  resolations 
instructing  their  Senators  and  Bepresentatives 
in  Congress  to  resist  any  effort  to  restore  the 
deposite  to  the  United  States  Bank.  In  that 
county,  4,200  was  the  highest  number  of  votes 
which  he  recollected  to  have  been  given  at  any 
election ;  and  at  the  last  election,  only  about 
8,600  votes  were  ^ven.  Here,  in  this  memo- 
rial, will  be  fcmnd  2,786  names  of  voters  of  that 
county.  Uore  than  600  majority  is  the  largest 
vote  which  he  recollected,  and  about  1,000  ma- 
jority, upon  such  a  vote  as  that  by  whidi  the 
members  who  instmcted  him  held  their  seats. 
Was  he  criminal,  then,  in  the  representation 
which  he  had  before  made  f  Shall  the  people 
of  that  county,  and  the  world,  be  told  tiiat  ne 
was  guilty  of  deliberate  falsehood  in  his  repre- 
sentation of  their  opinions  f  And  this,  too,  by 
the  very  mouth-piece  of  the  Executive  whose 
illegal  conduct  they  disapprove  1  Is  calum- 
nious misrepresentation  the  fit  and  appropriate 
offering,  at  this  day,  to  the  ears  of  power,  by 
its  agenta  and  flatterers?— the  selected  means^  by 
which  li^t  is  to  be  excluded  from  the  only 
quarter  In  which  relief  to  a  distrened  oommu- 
nity,  can  be  promptiy  afforded  t 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  the  memorials  be  read, 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  GcHnmittee  on  Fi- 
nanoe, 

Maine  Petitions. 

Mr.  Spraottb  presented  the  memorial  of  649 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Portiand,  Maine,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  general  distress  of  the  country,  and 
the  deranged  state  of  the  ourreney. 

Mr.  S.  atui  that  the  memorial  seta  forth,  that 
the  signere,  and  the  Mmimnnity  in  which  th^ 
live,  are  now  suffering  under  great  ud  uuex-^ 
ampled  pecnniary  distress,  lliat  there  is  at 
present  an  almot^t  entire  prostration  <^  basinesa, 
and  that  their  prospeota  for  tiie  fbtnre,  are  still 
more  gloomy ;  and  they  appeal  to  the  natitmal 
l^ialature  to  afford  them  some  relief  from  tiueir 
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vresent  mfibriug,  and  to  avert  the  threatened 
danger  of  still  greater  injnry.  They  do  not  nn- 
derUke  to  point  ont  in  vhat  that  relief  shall 
consist,  or  the  mode  in  which  it  shall  he  ob- 
tained ;  but  leave  it,  with  oonfideooe,  to  the 
wisdom  and  enlightened  patriotism  of  Congress. 
Thej  come  here  to  the  legislature—  they  do  not 
go  to  the  EiecQtive — because  they  do  not  be- 
lieve that  it  belongs  to  the  Ezecative  depart- 
ment of  this  Government  to  produce  and  sas- 
tain  a  sonnd  oorrenoy,  any  more  than  that  it 
legitimately  ^pertains  to  it  to  produce  a  de- 
ranged and  tiDsoand  current^. 

Tim  memorial  is  ngoed  by  all  classes  of  oiti- 
sena — merchants,  meohanios,  artisans,  and  la- 
borers— of  all  parties;  and  from  personal  ao- 
qnaintanoe  wiui  many  of  the  memorialists,  I 
hear  willing  and  cheerfiil  and  decided  testi- 
mony to  their  high  respectability — to  the  en- 
tire confidence  which  ooght  to  be  reposed  in 
all  their  statements.  And,  ^m  the  knowl- 
edge that  I  have  of  those  who  have  transmitted 
the  memorial,  and  given  me  their  certificate  as 
to  the  high  respectability  of  those  with  whom 
I  am  personally  onaoqaaiated,  I  am  confident  in 
the  belief,  that  all  the  memwialista  are  highly 
resectable. 
The  petitions  haiing  been  read — 
Kr.  SaxpLBT  rose  and  said,  that  very  soon 
after  he  was  called  to  take  a  seat  in  this  cham- 
ber, he  had  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject 
of  the  public  distress.  He  had  then  borne  testi- 
mony, that,  when  he  came  into  the  Senate,  he 
was  Dnacquainted  with  any  extraordinary  dis- 
tress then  existing  in  the  money  market.  He 
had  not  had  occasion  to  believe,  at  that  day, 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  the  view  which  he  had 

g resented.  He  now  understood,  that,  when 
'ongress  met,  there  was  no  greater  distress  in 
the  money  market  in  his  section  of  the  country, 
than  frequently  existed  under  ordinary  eiroam- 
stances.  He  wished  that  it  was  In  his  power 
to  believe  that  the  same  state  of  thin^  now 
existed ;  bat  he  was  now  satisfied  that  it  was 
fiir  otherwise,  and  that  tiiere  existed  in  the 
money  market  a  distress  onparaDeled,  pervading 
all  <^a93es'  of  the  community.  It  was  never 
his  desire  to  stato  any  thing  more  than  the 
tmtb.  He  had  waited  during  the  last  eighty 
days,  to  nuderstand  wherefore  it  was  that,  day 
after  day,  they  were  to  be  told  that  there  was 
an  existing  distress,  and  that  this  distress  was 
increasing.  He  thought  that  he  had  now  ob- 
tained so  mnch  knowledge,  as  enabled  him  to 
understand  the  subject  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
statement  of  the  oonditiwi  of  the  ITnlted  States 
Bank  on  the  1st  ai  this  mtmtli,  which  came 
from  a  friendly  hand,  and  which  he  would  &ow 
'begpermisdon  to  read  to  the  Senate. 

[Here  Mr.  8.  read  the  monthly  statement  of 
the  oondttioD  of  the  bank.] 

He  then  went  on  to  say,  that,  in  relation  to 
the  deposits  in  the  United  States  Bank,  every 
experienced  banker,  as  well  as  every  man  of 
good  sense,  knew  that  a  bank  soon  became  ex- 
perimentally acquainted  with  the  average  of  its 


Maim  Pttitiomt.  [Fkanuar,  1884. 

depouta ;  and  that  it  was  not  neMesMj  to  re- 
tain but  a  limited  amount  of  specie  in  ttie  vaults, 
with  a  view  to  meet  any  rare  and  extraordinary 
occasion,  becanse  if  one  dollar  was  taken  oat, 
another  was  deposited ;  and  thus,  what  was 
removed  by  one  depositor,  was  replaced  by  an- 
other. In  this  view,  he  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion, that  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  United 
States  Bank  to  retain  specie  to  an  amount  be* 
yondtwo  or  three  millions,  whereas  it  had  now 
twenty-two  millions  to  meet  and  fifteen  mil- 
lions to  meet  it.  He  had  nnderstood  that  ^e 
Preddoit  of  tiie  United  States  Bank  had,  on 
more  than  one  occauoo,  compluned  of  the  ac- 
cumulation of  spec^ ;  had  at  oofa  time  trans- 
ported a  quantity  to  Europe,  becanse  there  waa 
a  surplus  in  the  vaults ;  fuid  had  given  it  as  hia 
opinion,  that  seven  millions  of  specie  was  soffi- 
cient  to  meet  the  freatest  circolatioa  of  paper. 
He  believed  that  the  prendent  of  the  bank  was 
correct  in  this  view,  and  that  one  dollar  in 
specie  was  soffident  for  an  Issue  of  five  d(^Iara 
in  paper. 

He  inferred  from  this  view  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  bank,  on  the  1st  of  Febmary,  to 
circulate  twenty  millions  more  of  its  bills  than 
it  had  circulated,  and  without  any  danger  to 
itself,  and  the  circulation  of  ten  millions  would 
have  greatly  relieved  the  country.  The  bank 
had  sometimes  expressed  a  desire  to  relieve  tlie 
country,  but  what  now  was  its  conduct?  It 
had  curtailed,  instead  of  extending  its  accom- 
modations ;  and  what  was  to  be  expected  in 
the  future?  He  held  in  his  band  a  paper, 
which  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  bank  to  the 
people.  He  wished  it  to  be  well  understood 
what  the  people  had  to  expect  from  this  quar- 
ter. A  few  days  since,  a  communication  ap- 
peared in  a  newspaper,  asking  of  the  United 
States-  Bank  to  extend  its  loans  to  the  community. 
There  was  now  anothw  paragraph  in  the  same 
naw^per,8peakiQg  in  asomewh^  singular  tone^ 
and  as  £F  by  anthwify,  and  adopting  snob  lan- 
guage as  no  oao  oould  use  who  was  not  in  a 
situation  of  some  power.  If  Uie  writer  had  not 
the  power  to  carry  his  suggestions  into  effect, 
he  most  have  t>een  a  very  presumptuous  man 
to  use  such  lan^age.  He  roferred  to  an  arti- 
cle in  the  KtUiontd  Intelligenoer,  in  the  f<»rm 
of  a  commnnioation,  whicdi  he  would  now 
read. 

[Here  Ifr.  S.  read  the  article  referred  to.] 
Mr.  S.  continued.  What  did  this  paper  say  t 
It  was  directed  to  public  opinion,  and  declared 
what  the  bank  woold  do ;  and  that  was  noth- 
ing^ until  the  State  banks  should  be  prohibited, 
by  their  rtoekb<^ders  from  receiving  the  publio 
deports:  tiius  oauriiw  them  to  be  resbmd  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Let  thia  be 
done,  and  every  thing  will  go  veil ;  distress 
and  anguish  wiU  no  longer  exist.  All  the  evils 
80  loudly  compluned  of  will  at  once  be  reme- 
died, and  confidence  and  secnrity  ^ain  pre- 
vail. But  if  the  stockholders  of  the  State  banks 
will  not  move,  so  as  to  prohibit  their  institu- 
tion frcm  receiving  the  depositai  ^why,  then, 
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things  mast  grow  worse  and  worse,  the  diii- 
tressea  of  the  country  become  deeper  and  deep- 
er, until  it  ends  in  absolute  ruin.  He  knew 
not  who  were  authorized  to  use  the  language 
of  this  paper,  bat  he  believed  tfaej  n>oke  from 
some  aathority ;  and  that,  if  ikej  did  so  speak, 
it  was  one  which  songht  to  oontrol  the  ooancils 
as  well  as  the  finances  of  the  natim.  They  say 
that  not  only  deep  distress  is  felt  throngboQt  the 
land,  bnt  that,  noless  the  deposits  are  restored 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  will  become 
stiU  deeper.  Mnch  as  he  deplored  the  existence 
of  jdistr^  of  any  kind,  he  had  rather  bear  any 
that  might  arise  fi-om  pecuniar;  causes,  than 
submit  to  a  declfvation  of  the  kind  given  in  the 
paper  he  had  referred  to ;  and  he  well  knew 
that  the  people  of  his  State  would  endure  the 
severest  privations,  no  matter  from  what  causes 
they  might  arise,  sooner  than  be  dictated  to  by 
an  anthori^  coming  from  a  mtmeyed  institn- 
tion. 


Satubdat,  FebmaiT  S8. 

Smmal  qf  the  D^>o$itt — SeaohtUotu  and  Tnr 
itructiona  of  (he  Virginia  General  Aaeembly 
— Suignation  of  Senator  Bivea. 

Hi.  Ttleb  presented  resolutions  recently 
adopted  by  the  two  Houses  of  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  expressive  of  their  opinions 
and  views  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  Execu- 
tive with  rc«ard  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  the  deports  of  the  public  revenoe. 
Ur.  T.  proposed  to  abstain,  at  this  time,  from 
making  any  remarks  on  the  subjects  embraced 
in  the  resolutions,  other  than  to  say,  that,  con- 
cnrring  as  he  did  most  fully  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  legislatore  of  his  State,  he  should 
nse  all  t)ie  means  in  his  power  to  carry  them  in 
effect.  Mr.  T.  should,  at  another  time  more 
convenient  to  the  Senate,  make  such  remarks 
as  the  importance  of  the  subject  required.  For 
the  present  he  should  merely  move  for  the 
printmg  of  the  resolutions,  and  thdr  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BivBB  rose  and  addretued  Hie  Ohur  as 
iUIows: 

Mr.  President :  The  Senate  will  indulge  me, 
I  hc^,  standing  in  the  poution  I  do,  with  a 
few  renuurks  on  the  snbject  of  the  resolutions 
Just  read.  It  is  very  nr  from  my  intention  to 
attempt  to  impa^  in  any  manner,  the  force  of 
those  resolutions,  or  to  derogate,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  from  the  high  respect  to  which  they 
are  entitloi  here  and  elsewhere.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  recognize  them  as  tlie  Intimate  ex- 
pression of  the  opinion  of  my  Stete,  conveyed 
through  the  only  authentic  organ  ](nown  to  her 
oonstitntion  and  laws. 

The  Senate  will  have  perceived,  from  the 
reading  the  resolntions,  iJiat  it  is  my  misfor- 
tune to  cntertaiD,  and  to  have  expressed;  on  the 
grave  questions  now  ooenpying  the  public  mind, 
opinions  very  diflbrent  ftvm  those  asserted  by 
the  resdatiimi.   Notwithstanding  this  differ- 


ence  of  opinion,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty,  as 
one  of  the  representatives  of  Virginia  on  this 
floor,  to  conform  to  the  views  expressed  by  her 
legislature,  if,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  I 
am  placed,  I  could  do  so  without  dishonor.  I 
hold  it,  sir,  to  be  a  vital  principle  of  onr  polit- 
ical system,  one  indispensable  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  bur  institutions,  that  the  representative^ 
whether  a  member  of  this  or  the  other  House, 
13  bound  to  conform  to  the  opinions  and  wishes 
of  his  constituents,  authentically  expressed ;  tn-, 
if  he  be  unable  to  do  so,  from  overruling  ana 
imperious  considerations,  operating  upon  his 
conscience  or  honor,  to  surrender  hia  trust  into 
the  hands  of  those  from  whom  he  derived  it, 
that  they  may  select  an  agent  who  c&n  better 
carry  tlieir  views  into  effect. 

On  all  occasions  involving  questions  of  expe- 
diency only,  it  is,  I  conodve,  the  boundcn  da^ 
of  the  r^>ieBentatiTe  to  conform  explicitly  to 
the  instrucUons  of  Uie  oonsUtuent  hociy,  wbers 
thoee  instructions  are  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  a  le^slative  act,  which,  as  a  mandate 
of  the  public  will,  prescribes  and  directs  what 
shall  be  done  for  the  public  good.  Sat  where 
the  instructirais  contemplate  a  declnration  of 
principles  or  opinions,  which  are  contrary  to 
the  sincere  and  honest  convictions  of  the  repre- 
sentative, as  there  ia  no  means  of  forcing  the 
assent  of  the  understanding  to  abstract  propo- 
sitions, the  only  course  left  to  him  is,  by  the 
surrender  of  his  commission,  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  his  constituents  to  confer  it  on  an- 
other whose  i^inions  correspond  with  their 
own. 

To  apply  these  prindples  to  my  own  case,  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that,  if  the  instnictiona 
of  tiie  legislature  (tf  mj  State  had  required  me 
specifically  to  vote  for  a  law,  or  other  legisla- 
tive act,  providing  for  the  restoration  of  the 
public  deposits  to  the  Bank  of  tlje  United 
States,  however  highly  inexpedient  I  deem  such 
a  measure  to  be,  I  should  nevertheless  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  give  the  vote  required.  Such, 
it  will  be  recollected,  was  the  precise  demand 
of  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Kichmond, 

{tresented  a  few  daya  ago  by  my  honorable  col- 
eagoe,  and  which  concluded  by  asking,  that 
Congress  would  provide  by  law  for  the  im- 
mediate restoration  of  the  public  moneys  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States."  But,  sir,  this  is 
not  the  shape  in  which  the  question  is  presented 
to  me,  by  the  resolutions  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  my  State,  or  by  the  proceedings  peiiding 
in  this  body.  Tliose  resolntions  instruct  the 
Senators  of  Virginia,  in  general  terms,  to  use 
their  best  exertions  to  procure  the  adoption  by 
Congress  of  proper  measures  for  restoring  the 
public  moneys  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States."  Now,  sir,  I  am  bound  to  inquire,  what 
are  those  proper  measures,  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  IcfftslMtuM  of  Tirdnta. 

We  all  know,  that  tine  onljr  measures  pro- 
posed or  contemplated,  in  this  body,  are  the 
two  declaratory  resolutions  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator of  Kentucky ;  the  first  affirming  that  the 


Semovd  of  A*  D^penti. 


Digitized  by 


> 


264 


9mm JM.] 

conduct  of  tlie  President  with  reference  to  the 
removal  of  the  pablio  depoeits,  nras  a  danger- 
ona  and  nnoonatitutional  aasnmption  of  power ; 
the  Koond,  dedariiw^  the  reasons  assigned  hj 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  for  that  remov^ 
to  be  tinsatisfaotory  and  iasnfficient.  When  the 
latter  of  these  resolations,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was 
referred  some  days  ago  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  that  committee  did  not  report  a  bill 
or  joint  resolution  for  the  restoration  of  the  de- 
posits, but  simply  a  recommendation  that  the 
Senate  should  adopt  the  declaratory  resolntion 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  In  short,  it  is 
now  avowed  and  understood,  on  all  hands,  that 
all  that  is  deemed  necessary,  or  will  be  pro- 
poaed  here,  to  effect  the  restoration  of  the  pub- 
Uo  moneys  to  the  Buik  of  the  United  States,  is 
a  mere  dedaration,  by  Congress,  the  insufS- 
denoy  of  the  reasons  aadsned  for  their  removal. 

The  only  measures,  then,  on  which  I  shall 
b«  called  to  carry  into  effeot  the  instructions  of 
the  legislature  of  my  State  are,  the  declaratory 
resolntions  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, and  now  depending  before  the  Senate. 
That  these  resolutions  are,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Yii^nia,  proper  meas- 
ures— that  the  opinions  and  principles  declared 
by  them  are  lielieved  by  the  General  Assembly 
to  be  correct  and  well  founded — it  would  be 
onpardonable  blindness  to  the  language  and 
tenor  of  their  instmotions  not  to  see.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  well  known  to  the  Senate  that, 
on  each  of  the  proportions  declared  In  these 
resolutions,  I  had  (and  I  will  take  leave  to  add, 
after  the  most  careful  and  anxious  investigation) 
come  to  opposite  conclusions,  which  I  had  ear- 
nestly asserted  and  maintained  on  this  floor.  I 
am,  therefore,  placed,  by  the  instructions  of 
the  legislature  of  my  State,  in  this  dilemma — 
either  to  vote  for  the  Seclaratory  resolutions  of 
the  Senator  from  Kdntnoky,  and  thereby  ex- 
press opinions  which  I  not  only  do  not  enter- 
tain, but  tlie  reverse  of  which  I  have  sincerely 
and  earnestly  maintained  on  this  floor ;  or,  by 
Toting  against  them^  to  oppose  the  only  meas- 
ures which  are  likely  to  oome  before  this  body, 
having  in  view  the  restoration  of  the  public 
deports  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
thus  fq)pear  in  the  attitude  of  disr^ardiog  and 
thwarting  the  declared  wishes  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Vii^nia.  I  am  sure  I  but  respond 
to  the  honorable  feelings  of  all  who  hear  me,  in 
saying  that  the  first  branch  of  the  alternative  Is 
impossible,  while  the  latter  is  no  less  forbidden 
by  my  principles,  and  a  proper  sense  of  duty  to 
the  oonsticuted  authorities  of  my  State.  The 
only  course  left  to  me,  then,  is  one  which  the 
Senate  can  be  at  no  loss  to  utioipate. 

Before  I  close  the  few  remarka  with  whieh 
I  have  felt  mys^  oalled  oa  to  trouble  tiie  Sen- 
ate, I  beg  leave  to  aay,  that,  while  I  recognize 
implidUy  the  resolutions  just  read  as  the  le^t- 
imate  and  contitudonal  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  my  State,  I  wish  not  to  be  understood  as 
sa^ng  that  they  ej^treas  the  real  pubUo  opinion 
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of  the  State — that  of  the  people.  On  the  con- 
trary, my  firm  and  clear  conviction  ia,  that  the 
sentiments  of  the  people,  in  the  present  instance, 
are  not  in  unison  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
legislative  anth<nity.  The  manifestations  i^ 
popular  sentiment  already  commencing  in  va- 
rious quarters  of  the  State — the  principles  and 
opinions  heretofore  steadily  ohenshed  by  Vir- 
ginia—multiplied  communications  received  from 
the  most  respectable  sources — and  my  own 
knowledge,  I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  of  a 
people  with  whom  I  have  been  oonuected,  in 
the  relations  of  public  service,  for  now  near 
twenty  years — assure  me  that  they  are  not; 
and  the  revolution  of  a  few  months  will,  I  con- 
fidently believe,  render  the  fact  manifest  to  all 
the  world.  But,  in  the  regulation  of  my  official 
conduct  here,  I  am  not  permitted  to  look  be- 
yond the  constitutional  ezpresdon  of  the  oinn- 
ion  of  the  State,  by  its  regular  and  proper  or* 
gan.  If  a  Senator  were  allowed  to  set  up 
a^nst  the  public  opinion  of  his  State,  as  offi- 
cially and  solemnly  declared  by  her  le^slature, 
a  hypothetical  public  opinion,  whieh  may  or 
may  not  be  that  of  the  people  of  the  State,  it  ia 
obvious  that  a  door  would  be  opened  for  the 
total  evasion  of  all  effective  re^nsibility  of 
this  body  to  public  opinion.  It  is  on  the  legis- 
latures of  Uie  States  that  the  constitution  naa 
devolved  the  choice  of  members  of  this  body, 
and  the  same  legislatures  must  be  tiie  interpre- 
ters of  the  pulmc  opinion  of  their  respective 
States  to  tiie  Senators  ohoeen  by  them,  whtm- 
ever  an  occasion  shall  arise  which  may  call  for 
a  solemn  manifestation  of  that  opinion. 

This  is  indeed  the  only  practicable  mode  of 
bringing  tiie  opinion  of  the  sovereign  cmnmu- 
nity,  represented  in  this  body,  to  act^  with  au- 
thoritative infinence,  on  its  proceedings;  and 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  Senate  is,  by  the 
greater  permanency  of  its  official  tenure,  farther 
removed  from  the  salutary  controls  of  the  rep- 
resentative system  than  any  other  branch  of 
the  Government,  all  will  see  the  necessity  of 
keeping  open  a  dear  and  designated  ohannd  by 
which  public  opinion  may  nnmptiy  reach  it 
in  an  aathoritative  form,  and  be  made  effisotnal 
on  its  deliberations.  It  is  thus  essential  to  the 
practical  supremacy  of  the  popular  will  itael£ 
that  the  State  legislatures  should  be  reoognized 
as  the  authentic  and  constitutional  exponent* 
of  tbe  popular  opinion  of  the  respective  States, 
in  all  relations  with  this  body.  If,  in  any  in- 
stance, the  l^slatures  of  the  States  shall  mis- 
take tiie  opinions  of  the  people,  it  i%  as  I  con- 
ceive, for  the  people  themsdves,  and  not  for  us, 
to  correct  the  mistake. 

These,  Mr,  President,  are,  very  briefly,  the 
opinions  I  entertain  on  the  delicate  questions 
presented  for  my  oonnderation  by  the  iuBtme- 
tions  of  the  legiuatnre  of  my  State,  Just  read ; 
and  the  only  utematlve  they  leave  me,  in  the 
oircnmfltanoes  in  which  I  am  placed,  ia  to  sur- 
render the  trust  with  which  I  have  been  hon- 
ored, as  a  member  of  this  body,  into  the  banda 
of  tliDBe  from  whom  I  received  it,  I  know 
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well,  Mr.  Fresidentf  and  I  feel,  how  much  of 
honor  and  of  satisfaction  I  give  up  in  abandon- 
ing my  seat  on  this  floor.  I  abandon  what  I 
have  ever  regarded  the  higliest  honor  of  my 
pablio  life — an  honor  than  which  none  higher, 
in  my  opinon,  can  be  presented  to  the  ambition 
of  an  American  citizen.  I  sacrifice  social  and 
kindly  relations  with  man^  members  of  this 
body — I  woald  Cun  hope  with  all — whioh  hare 
been  the  source  of  the  highest  satisfaction  to 
me  here,  and  the  remembrance  of  which  I  shall 
cherish  with  sincere  pleasore  in  the  retirement 
whither  J  go.  1  know  and  feel  the  weight  of 
these  sacrifices,  bnt,  great  as  they  are,  I  make 
them  without  a  sigh,  as  the  most  eraphatio  hom- 
age I  can  render  to  a  principle  I  belicTe  vital 
to  the  republican  system,  and  indispensable  to 
the  safe  and  salutary  action  of  oar  political  in- 
atitntiona. 

The  resolntions  were  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


If osDAT,  Fehmarj  24. 
Pvhlie  Dittrm. 

Ifr.  SuiTH  said  that  he  had  had  committed  to 
his  care,  with  a  view  of  their  being  presented  to 
tiie  Senate,  sundry  petiUons  and  resolutions. 
Two  of  these  petitions  were  from  the  town  of 
New  Haven,  one  si^ed  by  about  700  citizens 
of  that  place.  This  memorial  described  the 
Bufferings  and  the  distress  nnder  whioh  the 
petitioners  labored,  hnt  without  going  into 
nirther  detail.  Some  delay  had  oocorred  in  the 
ntception  of  this  petition.  Finally,  uiother 
meeting  of  the  citizens  was  caUed,  and  took 
place  at  the  Oity  Hall,  at  which  sundry  resoln- 
tions  were  passed,  describing  the  severity  of  the 
public  sufiisrings,  ascribing  these  snfi'erings  to 
the  removal  of  the  deposite,  and  expressing  the 
opinion  of  the  meeting  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  rechortered.  To  this 
last  petition  were  attached  the  signatures  of 
about  900  citizens  of  New  Haven. 

Another  of  these  petitions  was  from  the  city 
of  Hartford,  in  Oonnecticnt,  and  was  signed  by 
fthoat  800  citizens  of  that  place.  He  held,  also, 
in  his  hand,  resolutions  adopted  by  tiie  Bart- 
fwd  Bank,  in  whidi  the  directors  of  tliat  insti- 
tution aacriiied  the  snfferings  nnder  wbidi  the 
community  were  laboring,  to  the  removal  of 
the  pnblic  deposits ;  and  ezprei^ed  it  as  their 
grave  opuiion,  tiiat  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  Bhoold  be  rechartered,  with  modifica- 
tions. 

From  the  Phceoix  Bank  he  had  received  res- 
olutions fiimil.ir  in  their  purport.  The  Con- 
necticut River  Bank,  established  in  the  same 
place,  had  transmitted  to  him  resolations  of  the 
like  character.  And  he  had  received  resoln- 
tions,  looking  to  the  same  ot^ject,  from  the  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Hartford,  a  corporation 
<rf  great  boslness  and  high  respeotabUlty. 


[Sbhati. 

ToKsDAT,  Febrnary  25. 
ATeui  Jersey  Itesolutions. 
Ur.  Fbelikohhtsen  presented  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  a  county  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Cumberland  county,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
and  the  memorial  of  the  same  meeting,  contain- 
ing ei|^t  hnndred  and  ten  signatures  on  the 
snbjectof  the  distressed  condition  and  deranged 
currency  of  the  country,  which  they  ascribe  to 
the  removal  of  the  public  deposits  fVom  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  for 
their  restoration.  Mr.  F.  spoke  at  large  in 
&ror  of  the  object  of  the  petitioners. 


VEDNHaDAT,  February  26. 
Public  Dittrm, 
Mr.  Chambses  said  he  had  been  charged  by 
a  committee  of  gentiemen,  deputed  for  that  pur- 
pose, to  present  the  memorial  of  sundry  mer- 
diantBp  mechanics,  laborers,  and  others,  of  the 
<^ty  <a  Baltimore,  on  the  subject  of  the  embar- 
rassments of  the  money  msrket,  which  the  me- 
morialists said  liad  been  occasioned  by  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Bank  of  tiie  United 
States,  and  intended  for  the  purpose  of  forcing 
a  renewal  of  its  charter.  The  memorialists, 
Mr.  C.  said,  express  their  entire  confidence  in 
the  Executive,  declare  that  the  restoration  of 
the  public  deposits  to  the  bank  would  be  highly 
injurious  to  the  country,  aod  pray  that  tiiey 
may  not  l>e  restored.  The  committee,  vr'itix 
whom  he  was  personally  acquainted,  Mr.  C. 
said,  were  highly  respectable,  and,  from  the 
eliaraeter  given  of  the  signers  of  the  mem(Hial, 
he  was  confident  they  were  equally  so.  The 
committee  stated  that  the  number  of  wgners  to 
the  memorial  was  8,658,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
of  the  correctness  of  the  statement.  He  moved 
that  the  memorial  be  read,  printed,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  also  asked 
that  the  names  appended  to  the  memorial  be 
printed,  as  it  was  a  duplicate  of  one  intended 
to  l)e  presented  to  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, bat,  from  the  press  of  business  in  tliat 
House,  had  not  yet  been  done. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Cbambbbs  was  carried. 

PmrnyZninia  Memorialt, 

Mr.  UoKkak  s^d  he  held  a  memorial  signed 
by  1,856  inhabitants  of  Berks  county,  Pa.,  reit- 
erating the  duly  lamentation  of  pecimiary  dis- 
tress, and  remonstrating  against  the  recent  ac- 
tion of  the  Government  in  removing  the  public 
deposits  from  the  United  States  Bank.  This 
memorial,  and  the  accompanying  letter,  Mr. 
M.  said  he  was  requested  to  lay  before  the  Sea- 
ate,  by  a  highly  respectable  deputation  who  had 
visited  tlie  seat  of  Government  for  that  purpose, 
and  who  instructed  and  especially  requested 
him  to  state  that  the  memorialists  are  without 
distinction  ot  political  parties,  and,  indeed,  he 
s^d,  it  oould  hardly  be  otherwise,  as,  he  be- 
lieved, the  election  returns  would  show,  tliat 
aoarccly  won  than  ^f^f  the  number  that  had 
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ugned  the  memorial  were,  at  aaj  time^pposed 
to  Oenwal  Jackson,  in  Berks  oountr.  He  knew 
a  number  who  were  Uie  fast  friends  of  General 
Jackson,  among  which  he  recognized  the  name 
of  his  fi-iend  wUIiam  Addains,  who  was  asso- 
ciated with  him  (Mr.  M.)  on  the  Jackson  elec- 
toral ticket  in  18S2.  His  (Mr.  M.*b)  objections 
to  the  United  States  Bank  remained  unchanged, 
and  had  never  been  disguised ;  bat,  it  was  due 
to  truth,  and  to  this  respectable  portion  of  his 
constituents,  to  make  these  statements. 

He  also  had  in  charge  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  of  the  mechanics  and  working  men  of 
the  Korthern  LiberUea,  in  the  connty  of  Phila- 
del[diia,  in  favor  of  the  bank  and  a  restwation 
of  the  deposits;  and  a  memorial  signed  by 
fifty-one  citizens  of  ScliuylkiU  county,  against 
the  bank  and  the  restoration  of  the  deposits ; 
all  of  which  he  desired  to  send  to  the  Ohur, 
and  asked  that  diey  be  each  read,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  printed. 

Mr.  Clat  said  he  wished  to  make  an  obser- 
vation or  two.  He  imagined  that  the  support- 
ers of  that  Executive  who  holds  in  his  hands 
the  means  of  affording  relief  to  the  distressed 
people  of  this  country,  would  no  longer  insist 
upon  the  fact  that  these  various  memorials 
emanated  from  party  feeling.  They  had  fonnd 
themselves  already,  in  the  progress  of  the  ses- 
■ion,  greatly  mistaken  in  point  of  fact  as  re- 
spects the  distoess  prevailing  in  the  commnnity. 
They  had  been  compelled  to  own  their  mistake ; 
and  he  (Mr.  0.)  trusted  that  they  would  now 
see  that  the  language  which  is  transmitted  in 
the  various  memorials  to  Congress,  does  not 
proceed  from  those  only  who  are  opposed  to  the 
administration,  but  that  It  issues  from  all  parties 
— that  the  strode  which  is  now  going  on  is  not 
a  party  stru^le,  but  one  resulting  from  univer- 
Bu,  deeply  felt,  wide-spread  distress  throughout 
the  whole  comitry.  Let  Senators  take  the  ease 
before  than  as  an  example.  He  had  it  in  his 
power  to  Btate^  for  he  had  understood  it  from 
the  gentdeman  who  was  charited  with  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  memorial,  that  in  1828,  the 
whole  amonnt  of  votes  given  against  the  Chief 
Magistrate  by  the  oounty  of  Berks,  were  but 
937,  whilst  he  had  nearly  5,000  votes ;  and  in 
1832,  there  were  4,544  given  for  him,  and  1,166 
against  him.  This  memorial  he  (Mr.  C.)  under- 
stood was  subscribed  by  1,860  individuals,  and 
it  ought  to  be  added  tliat  it  came  only  from  a 
part  of  the  county.  In  fire  or  six  other  town- 
ships, as  he  liad  been  informed,  of  the  same 
county,  memorials  were  in  circulation,  but  the 
BubBwiptiona  to  them  were  not  completed,  and 
therefore  oould  not  be  forwarded  wim  the  pres- 
ent one. 

The  motion  of  Ur.  UoE!san  was  agreed  to. 

LouimilU  (Ky.)  Memorial. 
Mr.  Clat  rose  to  present  a  memorial.  'When 
he  left,  last  September,  the  State  of  which  he 
was  a  Senator,  he  bad  never  beheld  it  in  a  con- 
dition of  higher  prosperity.  The  earth  had 
yielded  an  abundant  crop;  and  a  ready  and 


[Fkbbdabt,  1684. 

Ed  market  existed  for  a^  the  products  of  in- 
try.  The  pewle  were  out  of  debt|  fnll- 
handed,  in  good  health ;  grateftil  for  the  nu- 
merous blessmgs  which  they  ei^oyed,  and  with- 
out the  smidtest  presentiment  of  approaching 
calamity.  This  gratifying  picture  was  now 
sadly  reversed,  and  he  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  presenting  to  the  Senate  a  memorial 
from  a  large  and  highly  respectable  portion  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  exhibiting  the  contrast,  and 
imploring  redress  from  Congress  of  their  griev- 
ances. Louisville  is  the  third,  if  not  the  second, 
of  the  three  largest  cities  on  the  bonks  of  the 
Ohio  River,  and,  from  its  location  at  the  rapids 
of  that  beauUM  stream,  is  decided^  the  first  in 
cominercial  importance.  Her  two  great  naters, 
Pittsburg,  and  (Mncinnati,  have  already  ad- 
dressed their  complaints  to  Congress,  and  Lonis- 
ville  now  comes  to  unite  her  voice  and  her  sup- 
plications to  theirs. 

He  held  in  his  hand  the  copy  of  a  petition^ 
the  ori^nal  of  which  has  been  confided  to  the 
charge  of  the  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives representing  I/)uisvUle,  to  be  offered 
to  that  House.  This  copy  he  now  submitted  to 
the  Senate.  Upwards  of  1,000  signatures  were 
attached  to  it,  embracing  individuals  of  both 
parties,  almost  the  whde  of  the  meroanHle 
dass,  and  men  of  every  pursuit  in  buMness  in 
that  riung  city.  He  knew  posonally  many  (tf 
the  memorialists,  among  whom  ore  the  presi- 
dent and  all  the  directors  who  were  in  Lonia- 
ville,  of  the  bank  which  had  been  selected  to 
receive  the  Government  deposits,  and  he  haz- 
arded nothing  in  saying  that  the  memorialists 
constituted  the  great  majority  of  thii  men  of 
business,  wealth,  and  respectability  of  Louis- 
ville. That  bank,  be  had  understood,  by '  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  board  of  directors,  had 
rescinded  the  contract  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  relating  to  the  public  deposits. 

The  existenoe  of  deep,  wide-spread,  and  unex- 
ampled ^stress,  is  no  longer  disputed.  It  cannot 
be  oontroTerted.  Intelligence  c^it  is  borne  frwa 
every  quarter,  by  every  mail,  in  every  form  of  pri- 
vate communication,  as  weul  as  public  petition 
and  public  proceedings.  Those  who  were  at  first 
incredulous,  are  now  forced  to  confess  it.  It 
stretches  from  the  wild  lands  of  Maine  to  the  allu- 
vial formations  of  the  Mississippi.  All  parts  of 
tho  Union  feel,  and  are  writhing  under  it.  The 
Senator  from  Ueorgia  (Mr.  Fobsttu)  hod  denied 
its  existence  at  Augusta;  but  at  Augusta  we 
had  seen  a  call,  from  a  large  number  of  citizens, 
for  a  public  meeting  to  t^e  into  consideration 
the  prevmllng  distress.  He  had  hoped  that 
Kentucky  would  have  been  among  the  last  that 
would  suffer,  although  he  knew  it  would  be 
among  the  first  to  feu  and  manifest  its  sympa- 
thy for  the  sufferings  of  others.  But  tiie  blight 
has  reached  her ;  and  what  State,  what  inter- 
est, sooner  or  later,  must  not  feel  its  influence  f 

[Mr.  CU;  continued  to  speak  at  great  length 
upon  the  topics  uf  the  memorial,  and  was  followed 
by  Mr.  Tallmadge  and  Xr.  Qaytoo  on  the  same  nde.] 


LmiiniiU  (JTjr.)  MtmorioL 
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Tbubsdat,  Febroarj  27. 
Pvhlic  DUtrm. 
Hr.  "Wkbsteh  said  that  he  had  snndiy  me- 
morials to  present,  on  the  sirbject  vhioh  bnd  so 
much  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
After  describing  tbeui,  Mr.  W.  said  he  shonld 
aak  tbat  thej  may  he  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  finance.  The  first  was  from  all 
the  banks,  their  presidents  and  directors,  of  the 
town  of  New  Bedford.  They  pray  Congress  to 
take  immediate  measares  for  the  relief  of  the 

E resent  distress  of  the  conntry.  Mr.  W.  said 
e  had  had  this  memorial  in  his  possession  for 
eight  or  ten  days,  but  had  not  before  had  an 
opportunity  of  presenting  it.  The  next  was  a 
memorial  from  the  county  uf  Warren,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  signed  by  808  persons,  on 
the  same  subject.  They  say  that  the  mi^or  part 
of  them  are  persons  who  have  l)een  friendly 
to  the  present  administration  of  the  GeneraJ 
Government.  They  state  the  distress  in  their 
section  of  the  country  to  be  ancb  as  has  been 
represented  Id  other  papers  of  a  similar  character 
from  other  parts  of  tbe  country.  It  was  proper 
for  him  to  state,  Mr.  W.  said,  that  thia  petition 
was  addressed  to  hfm,  for  a  reason  not  very 
unnatural — the  peUtioners  anppoeed  his  views 
more  in  accordance  with  theirs,  on  the  snbject 
of  the  memorial,  than  were  those  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  their  State. 

The  third  was  a  memorial  on  the  same  snl^ect 
irom  866  citizens  in  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  had 
reason  to  believe  that  thia  memorial  was  most 
reapectabW  as  well  as  nnmeronsly  signed ;  and 
tliii  it  embraced  the  most  respectable  portion 
of  the  popnlaticm  of  the  conn^.  This  last 
memorial  had  been  sent  to  him  for  similar  rea- 
sona  with  those  which  induced  the  New  Tork 
memorialists  to  send  to  him  theirs,  Mr.  W. 
thought  it  due  to  the  New  York  Senators,  as 
well  as  to  those  from  Pennsylvania,  who  have 
had  memorials  of  this  character  to  present,  to 
say,  that  they  have  presented  them  in  the  most 
decorous  and  respectful  manner.  He  asked  that 
the  memorials  be  read  and  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  which  was  done  accordingly. 


MoKDAT,  March  8. 

Delatoare  MmoriaL 

Vx.  Clayton  presented  a  memorial  signed 
liy  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fiity  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Newcastle,  in  tlie  State  of 
Delaware,  praying  the  restoration  of  the  public 
deposits  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  permanent  establishment  of  a  sound  and 
uniform  currency.  After  stating  the  contents 
of  the  memorial,  Mr.  0.  observed,  tbat  it  had 
been  delivered  to  him  by  a  delegation  composed 
of  gentlemen  of  the  first  respectability,  appointed 
at  a  meeting  of  the  fltizens  of  that  county, 
held  at  the  dt^  of  WUmington,  on  the  38a 
vllamo,  and  represented  to  be  the  largest  as* 


[SsBATfc 

semblage  at  that  place  within  the  recollection 
of  those  who  attended  it.  The  memorial,  said 
Mr,  C,  is  signed  by  a  majority  of  all  the  legal 
voters  of  the  only  county  in  the  State  which 
has  ever  expressed  an  opinion  by  a  plurality  of 
votes  at  any  election  in  favor  of  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States.,  Men  of 
all  parties,  of  all  trades  snd  jprofbsrions,  of  all 
the  grades  of  life,  whether  noh  or  poor,  farm- 
ers, manufacturers,  merchants,  meofaani^  and 
laborers,  have  concurred  in  the  exiuvsnon  of 
that  sentiment  which  U  now  pervading  all  the 
ranks  and  classes  of  men,  in  other  sections  of 
the  Union,  that  the  appropriate  remedy  for  the 
distresses  of  the  conntry  is  the  restoration  of 
the  public  treasure  to  the  public  agent  primarily 
appointed  by  Congress  to  receive  it,  [Mr.  C. 
then  proceeded  at  great  length  to  expatiate 
upon  all  the  topics  of  the  memorial,  and  to 
enforce  its  prayer  for  redress.] 


Tcbsdjlt,  March  4. 
Philadelphia  Raolutioiu. 

The  Chair  communicated  the  proceedings  of, 
and  resolutions  adopted  at,  s  town  meeting  in 
Philadelphia,  of  a  large  number  of  its  citizens, 
who  describe  themselves  ftiendly  to  tbe  admin- 
istration, and  opposed  to  the  United  States 
Bank,  but  remonstrating  against  the  removal 
of  the  public  depotrits,  as  impolitic,  ui^just,  and 
in  violation  of  the  public  faith ;  and  ascribing 
the  pecuniary  emburassments  of  the  country 
to  that  measure. 

Mr.  Clat  wished  to  make  a  few  olwervatlons 
on  the  sntifect.  These  resoluUmis  and  proceed* 
ings,  he  said,  emanated  from  a  large  meeting 
of  the  real,  genoine,  and  practical  friends  of 
General  Jackson,  as  would  be  seen  on  referring 
to  them,  and  we  have  been  told,  said  ho,  by  the 
public  prints,  that  the  assemblage  amounted  to 
several  thousand.  He  had  hoped  that,  consid- 
ering the  quarter  from  whence  the  memorial 
came,  that  some  friend  of  tbe  administration 
wonld  have  got  up ;  and  he  expreessed  his  satis- 
faction that  one  memorial,  at  least,  had  come 
from  the  exclusive  friends  of  their  party.  It 
has  hitherto  been  said,  that  all  the  afptation  on 
this  quesdon  was  a  iwrty  movement,  intended 
to  operate  against  ^e  administration ;  but  he 
trusted  that  gentlemen  wonld  now  arkoowledge 
tbat  this  memorial,  in  addition  to  others,  gave 
sufficient  evidence  that  this  was  not  a  party 
question. 

Here  we  see,  said  Mr.  C,  as  the  proceedings 
will  tell  us,  the  pure,  genuine,  and  nnadnlterat^ 
friends  of  General  Jackson,  memorializing  Con- 
gress on  this  all-absorbing  qnestion,  uid  speaking 
of  their  grievances,  with  their  hopes  and  wished 
for  redress ;  and  yet  we  see  them  about  to  be 
referred,  without  any  notice,  any  remark  from 
tbe  friends  of  tbe  administraUon,  or  any  answer 
to  the  cries  nit  distress  which  tbe  memorialists 
convey.  He  bad  listttied  with  great  pleasure 
to  the  reading  of  the  memorial,  and  was  pleased 


PUIaAiplaa  RuoltOiont. 
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to  find  that,  DotwitbstandiDff  the  extent  of  the 
attachment  professed  for  ute  Executive,  the 
menioiialists  were  opposed  to  the  meagares 
which  had  produced  so  ranch  embarrassment 
and  distress.  He  was  pleased,  also,  to  find  that 
the  memorialists  understood  the  inevitable  con- 
Beqnences  of  the  Executive  measnrea,  the  estab- 
lishment of  another  and  a  more  capacions  bank 
on  the  ruins  of  the  present  one.  After  such 
declarations  as  these,  coming  from  the  imme- 
diate friends  and  supporters  of  the  Executive, 
he  trusted  tliaC  no  Senator  would  rise  in  his 
place,  and  Ba7  that  the  memorials  pouring  in 
npon  OS  daily,  notwithstanding  all  the  evidences 
to  the  contrary,  were  got  up  for  political  effect ; 
and  hoped  tbey  wonla  believe  that  the  nltimate 
object  of  them  was  to  arrest  that  coarse  of  pro- 
ceeding which  had  resulted  io  saA  ruinous  oon- 
seqnences.  The  memorialists,  it  seemed,  well 
understood  the  subject  on  which  they  appealed 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Was 
there  a  candid  man  in  the  country  who  would 
say,  that,  with  at  least  five  hundred  State  banks, 
with  twenty-four  States  who  have  the  right  to 
establish  as  many  banks  in  addition  as  they 
please,  and  throe  Territories,  Florida,  Arkansas, 
and  Uichigan,  al>out  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  who  will  have  the  same  rights,  with 
twenty-seven  State  Governments  then,  who 
will  have  the  rii^t  to  establish  banks  at  will, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  in  the  times  of  the 
old  Bank  of  the  United  States  there  was  not  one 
bank  in  ten  to  what  there  is  now ;  with  all  this, 
he  SMd,  will  any  candid  man  pretend  to  say, 
that  the  Govenimeat  of  the  United  States  can 
get  along  withont  a  national  bank  ? 

The  memorial  was  referred,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Ekode  Aland  Senator. 

Kr.  PoiNDBXTEE,  from  the  select  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  credentials  of  the 
Honorable  Ashbb  BoBScere  and  Elisiu.  B.  Pot- 
TBB,  on  the  SQl^ect  of  the  contest  between  those 
two  gentlemen  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  made  a 
report,  which  Ur.  P.  read  at  the  Secretary's 
table,  adverse  to  the  daims  of  Mr.  Fottkb,  and 
favorable  to  the  right  of  Ur.  BoBanra,  the  sit- 
ting member,  to  his  seat. 

Mr,  PoiNDEXTEB  Wished  to  move  the  printing 
of  the  report  and  the  documents.  He  under- 
stood that  the  minority  of  the  committee 
wanted  to  snbmit  a  counter  report,  and  he 
wished  to  give  them  time  for  that  purpose,  and 
when  the  report  came  np  for  consideration,  he 
would  subrait  his  views, 

Hr.  Wbioht  said  he  was  bound,  in  Justice  to 
himself  and  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Rivsa,)  who,  it  voold  be  notA- 
lected  by  the  Senate,  was  a  member  of  this 
select  committee,  but  who  had  upon  a  late  day, 
resigned  bis  seat  in  this  body,  to  state  a  few 
&cts  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee. According  to  his  recollection,  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  to  decide  the  import- 
ant matters  referred  to  it  was  held  three  weeks 
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ago  on  Saturday  last  At  that  meeting  the 
views  of  each  member  or  ihe  committee  were 
fully  expressed,  and  it  was  found  that  himself 
and  his  nonorable  friend  from  Virginia,  enter* 
tained  the  same  Opinions,  and  that  their  opinions 
differed  w4th  those  entertained  by  the  other 
three  members  of  the  committee.  He,  Mr.  W., 
then  understood  that  the  report  of  the  m^ority 
of  the  committee  wonld  be  drawn  up  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  minority  at  a  much  earlier  period ; 
but  he  found  no  faultwith  the  treatment  whicii 
the  minority  of  the  committee  had  received 
from  the  majority.  He  knew,  from  his  own 
experience,  how  littie  time  any  member  of  the 
Sniate  could  get,  from  his  other  duties,  to  think 
and  write  upon  sninects  so  hnportant  as  those 
submitted  to  this  select  committee.  The  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  comnuttee,  as  much  pressed 
with  other  official  duties  as  any  othw  member 
of  the  body,  had  found  it  necessary  to  rot^ 
tiie  papers  on  which  the  report  was  to  be  pre- 
dicated until  the  present  time,  to  enable  him  to 
draw  up  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  knowledge  of  the 
case  enabled  bim  to  say,  tiiat  no  person  could 
write  a  report  npon  this  subject  without  the 
possesssion  of  the  papers  before  the  committee. 
Such  had  1)een  toe  course  permitted  to  the 
parties  b^  the  committee,  that  those  papws 
were  indispensable  in  drawing  a  report  tacing 
either  side  of  the  great  questions. 

He,  Jte.  W.,  by  the  reagnation  of  the  gentie- 
man  from  Vii^nia,  was  now  left  alone  as  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  and  unexpectedly 
the  labor  of  drawing  up  a  report,  expressing  the 
opinion  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  was 
devolved  npon  him ;  as  before  the  resignation 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  it  was  understood  be- 
tween them,  that  that  able  and  moch  more  com- 
petent individual  should  perform  that  labor.  He, 
Mr,  W.,  should  have  asked  the  Senate  to  elect 
a  member  of  the  committee  to  fill  tho  vacancy 
occasioned  by  tiie  resignatim  of  his  honorable 
friend,  had  it  not  been  lor  the  ftet  that  the  ease 
had  been  finally  decided  by  the  committee 
before  that  event  happened ;  but,  with  his  best 
reflection  upon  the  sncjeot,  he  had  come  to  the 
condusion  that  placing,  at  this  late  period  of 
their  action,  a  new  member  upon  the  commit- 
tee, would  give  little  aid  to  their  deliberations, 
while  it  would  impose  an  arduous  labor  upon 
some  member  of  the  Senate. 

A  question  had  been  su^^ested  in  the  com- 
mittee as  to  the  right,  under  the  rules  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Senate,  of  the  minority  of  its  com- 
mittees to  submit  a  report  His  present  object 
was  to  say,  that  himself  and  nis  colleague 
before  nanud  upon  the  committee,  had  dbeossed 
this  subject,  and  in  view  of  the  importance  of 
the  questions  involved,  they  had  considered  it 
to  be  their  dnty  to  present  their  views  to  tlie 
Senate,  in  case  it  should  be  considered  admia* 
Bible  for  them  to  do  so.  He  was  aware  that  he 
ought  to  have  been  piepared,  at  this  time,  to 
submit  those  views,  but  want  of  possession  of 
the  papers  had  prevented  him  from  having 
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made  that  preparatibii,  and  his  expectation, 
ratertained  until  one  week  ago  on  Saturday 
last,  that  the  Senator  from  Virginia  wonld  per- 
form the  labor,  fhniished  another  leason  for  his 
want  of  preparation. 

He  would  now  Bobmit  to  the  Senate  the  dis- 
porition  of  the  wh(de  matter,  declaring  bis  dis- 
po^tion,  according  to  his  best  ability,  to  dis- 
charge  Us  duty  as  a  member  of  the  committee, 
bat  entertuniog  no  feelii^  aa  to  the  course 
which  the  Senate  should  indicate.  The  honor- 
able chairman  had  moved  the  printing  of  the 
report  of  the  miyority,  and  if  the  Senate  should 
so  order,  and  no  other  expression  should  be  made; 
he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty,  as  soon  as  he 
could  obtain  the  possession  of  the  papers  from 
the  committee,  to  draw  np  a  report  containing 
tiie  views  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  so 
fyr  OS  they  came  in  conflict  with  those  which 
had  been  given  to  the  Senate  by  the  minority. 
BtiU,  if  sack  a  report  wonld  not  be  received  by 
theSenate,  he  dedred  to  be  saved  the  labor  of 
making  it,  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  snch  expres- 
sion would  be  now  made  as  might  direct  him 
as  to  his  duty.  For  himself,  he  felt  no  anxiety 
whatever,  bat  rather  regretted  that  this  respon- 
sible duty  had  devolved  upon  him ;  but  under 
the  circumstances,  and  standing  alone  in  the 
minority,  he  felt  so  strongly  the  importance  of 
the  questions,  that  he  should  not  sorink  flrom  ' 
the  attempt  to  present  his  views  of  them,  in 
case  they  would  be  received  by  the  Senate,  and 
in  that  event  those  views  should  be  presented 
at  the  earliest  day  at  which  his  other  duties, 
and  the  possesion  of  the  papers,  would  enable 
him  to  give  them. 

Hr.  Olat  said  that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
proceeding  to  the  orders  of  the  di^;  but  he 
would  sfty,  tliat  the  parliamentary  propriety  of 
allowhig  a  counter  report  of  a  committee,  no 
doubt,  was  not  warranted  by  usage,  aa  it  had 
been  applied  in  this  country,  ontil  within  a  few 
years  past  As  r^^ft^ed  the  practice  of  ttie 
Senate  on  this  subject,  be  did  not  know  what 
it  was,  but  he  thought  it  a  bad  one  to  intro- 
duce. He  had  no  objection  to  receiving  the 
report  of  the  minority,  but  he  wished  now  to 
move  the  postponement  of  the  subject  till  to- 
mrarow,  and  proceed  to  the  ommderation  of 
the  special  order. 

Ur.  Euro,  of  Alabama,  was  aware  that,  untO 
a  late  period,  it  was  not  the  practice  to  present 
counter  reports ;  it  grew  np  in  the  House  of 
Bq>resentative8,  and  this  morning  there  were 
two  reports  made  in  that  l>ody  on  the  same 
subject.  A  f^w  years  since,  the  quesdon  was 
rused  in  this  body.  A  Senator  from  South 
Oarolina  presented  a  majority  report  on  the 
subject  of  reducing  the  duty  on  imported  iron ; 
a  Senator  from  New  Jersey  presented  the 
minority  report,  on  the  permission  of  the 
Senate.  The  report  was  received,  for  the  pur- 
pose OC  enabling  the  minority  fairly  and  nilly 
to  express  tbdr  views  and  opinions.  He  hoped 
the  view  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
would  not  be  oanied  into  effect.  If  the  report 
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could  be  sent  back  to  the  committee,  bo  that 
the  opinions  of  both  the  majority  and  minority 
could  be  presented  in  one  view,  he  thought  it 
would  be  the  preferable  course. 

Ur.  Ohahbebs  recollected  the  case  alluded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and  if  his 
object  was  to  reconmiit  this  report,  he  thoufdit 
if  the  gentleman  examined  it  more  doeely^lie 
would  find  himself  mistaken  in  the  extent  to 
which  he  supposed  the  precedent  went,  as  a 
justification  of  a  minority  report.  [Mr.  0.  here 
read  an  extract  from  the  Senate  Journal.]  Here 
there  was  no  recommitment.  In  the  progress 
of  the  proceeding,  the  minority  presented  a 
paper  expressive  of  their  views,  which  was 
received,  and  he  was  willing  to  extend  the  same 
indulgence  to  the  gentleman  firom  New  York. 

Mr.  Calhouit  said  he  was  in  tiie  Chair  on 
the  occasion  aUnded  to,  and  had  a  distinct 
recollection  of  it.  It  was  submitted  as  a  paper, 
and  printed  as  a  paper,  not  as  a  rep<nl. 

If  r.  Erao  replied,  that  the  minority  made  a 
reporL  and  it  purported  to  be  the  report  of  a 
minority  of  the  committee,  call  it  by  what 
name  you  please,  and  it  was  also  ordered  to  be 
printed.  What  distinction  was  there  in  calling 
it  a  paper,  when  it  was  a  report,  and  was  called 
a  report !  Now  he  wos  anxious  to  know  the 
grounds,  not  only  on  which  the  m^ority,  but 
also  the  minority,  founded  their  opinions ;  and 
when  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  was 

ftresented  as  oao  involving  the  right  of  an 
adividual  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  TTnited 
States,  it  was  highly  deurable  to  have  tiie 
whole  subject  before  us,  so  that  Senators  might 
be  enabled  to  examine  it  thorouglily.  He 
wonld  withdraw  his  motion  to  recommit  the 
report,  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  on  the  part  of  the  minority,  would  pre- 
sent his  views  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Wbioht  said  it  was  immaterial  to  him 
what  disposition  was  made  of  the  question. 
His  object  was  to  discharge  his  duty  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  to  Sie  best  of  his  ability, 
and  if  it  was  not  a  part  of  his  duty  to  draw  up 
a  connter  report,  he  had  no  denre  to  do  it,  but 
if  it  was,  he  would  cheerfnUy  undertake  it. 
But  from  the  general  expression  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  and  others  on  the  subject, 
he  would  endeavor  to  do  his  duty  as  eariy  as  he 
could  get  possession  of  the  papers  and  prepare 
the  report 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 


WXDNESDAT,  ibxch  S. 

Mr.  pBESTOir  presented  the  credentials  of 
Butjamis  'Watkihs  Lbiqb,  elected  a  Senator 
by  the  Xegislature  of  the  State  of  Vir^nio,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  ocoarioned  by  the  rengna- 
tion  ot  the  Hon.  Wiluah  C.  Rites. 

The  credentiais  of  Mr.  Lnea  having  been 
read,  the  oath  to  support  the  constitnUon  of 
the  United  States  was  administwed  to  him  by 
the  Viox  PKBSiDniT. 


SAoJe  Idand  Senator. 
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Eiaex  County  (if.  J,)  MemoriaU. 

Hr.  Fbilikohutsbn  aaid  he  had  received  two 
memorials,  from  a  very  respectable  portion  of 
his  feUow-oitizeas,  on  the  absorbing  sobject  of 
tiie  pnblio  depout&  The  one,  aud  he,  ia  from 
three  handred  dtizens  of  the  township  of 
Orange,  in  the  coanty  of  Essex,  being  a  m^or- 
itj  of  the  legal  voters  in  that  township,  as  now 
organized.  My  friend  who  enclosed  the  memo- 
riu  asanres  me  that,  had  it  been  hoped  with 
good  reason  that  complaints  would  have  pre- 
vailed here,  nine-tenths  of  the  township  might 
have  been  readily  obtained  as  memorialists. 
The  other,  sir,  is  from  the  adjacent  townnhip 
of  Bloomfleld,  in  the  same  county,  and  consists 
of  about  three  hundred  names,  l>eing  a  clear 
m^ority  of  that  community.  So  that,  as  far 
AS  the  pabHo  voice  of  the  people  has  reached 
us,  the  Senators  who  repreaent  New  Svnej  are 
consoled  by  the  reflection  that  it  speaks  to  them 
in  oppoaiUon  to  tiie  tenor  of  their  instructions 
fetm  die  le^dotnre.  On  the  whole,  I  will 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  these  are  no  "  pot- 
house politicians  " — ^they  are  the  sinew  of  onr 
manufacturing  and  agricultural  strength.  No 
department  of  the  country  can  present  a  greater 
amount  of  respectable  intelligence  and  enter- 
prise, or  of  private  and  personal  wortbf  and 
parity  <mF  character. 


Fbidat,  March  7. 
LaneaUer  Qmiaiy  (Pa.)  Memorial, 

Mr.  UoEbak  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
by  2,600  or  8,000  of  the  citlzois  of  Lancaster 
county,  Peno^lvania,  compltuning  of  pecuniaiy 
distress,  which  they  ascribe  to  tlie  removal  of 
the  public  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  praying  for  their  restoration.  Mr. 
McK.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  would  not  interfere  with  the 
memorial  before  the  Senate,  uncalled  for ;  but 
he  thoDght  the  subject  of  sufficient  importance 
to  demand  some  notice.  He  wished  to  observe, 
that,  if  there  was  any  thing  that  oonld  impress 
ou  the  minds  of  those  who  lead  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country,  a  conviction  of  the  neoes- 
sity  of  applying  a  prompt  and  eflbctual  remedy 
to  the  evils  brought  on  the  country  by  Executive 
measures,  it  womd  be  found  in  these  frequent 
memorials,  coming,  not  from  one  State  only, 
but  from  ail  the  States,  and  proceeding  not  from 
one  class  only,  but  from  all  the  various  classes 
of  the  community,  from  all  the  varions  trades, 
occupations,  and  conditions,  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  This  memorial  came  from  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  signed  by  from  2,600  to  3,000  of  its  citi- 
zens, and  it  was  well  known  to  all  the  members 
of  the  Senate,  that  this  was  one  of  the  most 
popnlous,  the  moot  wealthy,  and  the  most 
bewitifal  coonties  of  the  State,  We  also  know, 


[Marcr,  1S84 


said  Mr.  W.,  that  Lancaster  is  strictly  an  agri- 
cultural county.  It  did  not  depend  for  its 
wealth  on  the  mineral  productions  of  the  earth, 
nor  on  manufacturing  or  commercial  enterprise. 
It  was  a  community  of  prosperous,  thriving, 
and  indostrions  ftrmeis;  and  with  what  indus- 
try and  success  their  avocations  have  been  pur- 
sued, every  one  who  had  visited  that  beautiful 
valley  oonld  bear  witness.  This  memorial  came 
wholly  from  the  agricultural  interest.  Sir, 
when  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  conntiy 
comes  to  speak,  it  mast  be  and  shall  be  beard. 

Philadelphia  Mtchanie*^  Memorial. 
Mr.  Websteb  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
building  mechanics  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia; 
which,  on  Mr.  W.'s  motion,  was  read,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.  Oa  the  introduction  of  the  memo- 
rial- 
Mr.  W.  addressed  the  Ohair  at  leogUi. 
I  rise,  nr,  s^d  Hr.  W.,  to  perfbrm  a  pleanng 
duty.  It  is  to  lay  before  the  Senate  tiie  pro- 
ceedings of  a  meeting  of  the  building  meohanios 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  con- 
vened for  uie  purpose  of  expressing  uieir  opin- 
ions on  the  present  state  of  the  coantry,  on  the 
24th  of  February.  This  meeting  consisted  of 
three  thousand  persons,  and  was  composed  of 
carpenters,  masons,  brickmakers,  bricklayers, 

ftainters  and  glaziers,  lime-burners,  plasterers, 
umber  merchants,  and  others,  whose  occupa- 
tions are  connected  with  the  building  of  bouses. 
I  am  prond,  dr,  that  so  respectable,  so  import- 
ant, and  so  suhatanlial  a  class  of  medumioa, 
have  intrusted  me  with  the  presentment  <n 
their  opinions  and  ftelings,  respecting  the  pres- 
ent distress  of  the  country,  to  the  benate.  I 
am  happy  if  they  have  seen,  in  the  course  pur- 
sued by  me  here,  a  policy  favorable  to  the 
protection  of  their  interest,  and  the  prosperity 
of  their  families.  These  Intelli^nt  and  sen»- 
ble  men,  these  highly  useful  citizens,  have  wit- 
nessed the  effect  of  the  late  measures  of  Gov- 
ernment upon  their  own  concerns;  and  the 
resolutions  which  I  have  now  to  present,  fiilly 
express  their  convictions  on  the  subject.  They 
propose  not  to  reason,  but  to  testify;  they 
speak  what  they  do  know. 


Monday,  Man^  10. 
MoMachusstte  EetolutioM. 

Mr.  SiLBBEE  sud  that  he  had  received  from 
the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  a  copy  of  reso- 
lutions which  had  recently  been  adopted  by 
the  l^slature  of  that  State,  in  relation  to  the 
currency,  and  to  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
of  the  public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

That  these  resolutions  (which  passed  one 
brandi  of  that  legislatnre  widi  bat  a  single  dis- 
senting vote,  and  the  other  braneb  by  a  vote 
(A  three  bandred  and  seven  to  one  hnnared  and 
twenty-five)  ei^rwsed  the  sentiments  of  a  la^ 
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majority  of  the  legislature,  recently  assembled 
at  Boston  from  every  part  of  the  common- 
wealtii,  and  who  carried  with  them  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  present  and  past  condition  of  the 
agricultural,  commercial,  manufacturing,  and 
othnr  great  interests  of  that  State. 

Itr.  8.  thought  these  resoluUons  woold  not 
hare  been  sent  here  if  the  eziating  peotmiary 
embarrassments  Ol  the  ooontry  were  not  so 
oppreanve  aa,  in  the  Jtulgment  of  those  who 
sent  tbem,  to  call  louoly  for  the  interposition 
of  Congress  to  relieve  them.  Hr.  8.  siUd  it 
was  inconceivable  to  him  that  any  one,  who 
had  either  ears  to  hear  or  eyes  to  see,  could 
longer  entertain  a  doabt  that  there  was,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  a  heavy  pressure  in  the 
money  markets  of  those  sections  of  the  country 
where  such  pressures  are  generally  first  felt, 
and  that  tliis  pressure  must  and  would  reach 
the  other,  and  all  the  other  sections  of  the 
country,  if  not  already  there.  Yet  he  (Mr.  8.) 
*  understood  that  there  were  some,  thoo^  he 
believed  not  many,  who  even  now  not  only 
donhted,  but  even  denied  the  existence  of  any 
noh  distreM  or  pressure. 


TuiBDAT,  Ifaroh  11. 

Bvrlington  (  Vt.)  Memorial. 

Mr.  pRBNTiss  Biud  that  a  memorial  had  been 
transmitted  to  him  from  Vermont,  praying  for 
a  restoration  of  the  public  deposits  to  the  Bank 
of  the  Uoited  Stat«i,  which  he  was  requested 
to  present  to  the  Senate.  The  memorial,  said 
Hr.  P.,  is  ^gned  by  one  hundred  and  thirty  of 
the  pnncipal  business  men  Barlington,  the 
cbiex  oommerdal  and  trading  town  in  Uie  Btate. 
With  a  very  condderaUe  number  of  tiie  memo- 
rialists I  am  personally  aoqnunted,  and  know 
tiiem  to  be  men  of  intelligenoe  and  respecta- 
bility, some  of  them  holding  ao  eminent  rank 
in  the  8tate  for  their  intellectual  qualities  and 
moral  worth.  They  are  men  altogether  inca- 
pable of  sending  to  this  body,  under  their  own 
signatures^  ^oundless  reprcBentatiocs,  or  com- 
plaints onginating  either  in  fiction  or  a  spirit 
of  hostility  to  the  administratiou ;  and  I  feel 
every  assurance  that  they  are  neither  inflnenced 
by  any  party  prepossessions,  nor  have  in  view 
any  party  parposes.  Some  of  them  have  long 
been  known  as  avowed  active  friends  of  the 
administration ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  they  are  moved  by  any  other  than 
the  pnrest  and  most  patriotic  motives.  In  com- 
municating their  complaints  and  opinions  to 
Congress  at>  this  critical  and  alarming  juncture, 
they  perform  a  dnty  which  they  owe  to  them- 
lelves,  and  the  commutiity  in  which  they  dwell, 
4nd  they  do  it,  sir,  in  the  language,  and  I  may 
add,  with  the  spirit  and  independence,  which 
become  freemen.  They  trust  that  the  inquiry 
here  will  be,  not  whether  the  popularity  of  a 
individual,  or  the  strengut  of  party,  is 
Buffident  to  sustain  the  recent  public  measure 
against  which  they  oom^ain,  but  vhethw  the 


measure  is  right  and  just  in  itself,  and  consist- 
ent, in  its  Dperationi^  with  the  weUhre  of  the 
country. 

Jfew  Jeney  Petitions. 

Mr.  Fbeuhohutser  sud  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  present  a  memorial  from  foor  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  (tf  his  fbllow-dtizensttf  Pater- 
son,  New  Jersey.  I  am  assured  (said  he)  by  the 
respectable  committee  who  transmitted  tiiis 
memorial,  that  it  is,  with  few  exceptions,  ugned 
by  all  the  business  men  of  thnt  town,  and  by 
a  majority  of  the  legal  voters.  The  memarial- 
ists  deplore  the  derangement  of  our  currency, 
occasioned,  as  they  believed,  by  the  hostile  atti- 
tude assumed  by  the  administration  against 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  To  ^ow,  sir, 
the  disastrous  influence  of  the  late  rash  measure 
of  the  Executive,  I  wiU  make  a  short  statistical 
extract  from  the  statements. of  my  correspond- 
ents. The  number  of  apin^es  in  operation,  in 
1832,  was  48,489.  Owing  to  the  extreme 
pressure  of  the  times,  the  proprietors  of  24,680 
spindles  in  Paterson,  and  6,180  in  its  immediate 
vicinity,  have  been  obliged  to  suspend  ^eir 
operations.  The  number  of  spindles  now  stopped 
would  have  required  an  annual  supply  of  2,200,- 

000  lbs.  of  cotton.   In  view  of  these  results, 

1  beg  leave  to  ask,  can  it  be,  sir,  that  they  have 
been  produced  by  a  factitious  panic,  manufactur- 
ed here  ?  Can  it  be,  that  a  mere  artificial  excite- 
ment has  silenced  the  shuffle,  paraly2ed  enter- 
prise, and  driven  thousands  of  my  fellow-citi- 
zens upon  an  almost  hopeless  search  after  em- 
ployment f  When  gentieiben  make  these  state- 
ments, I  respectiuUy  innst  upon  excepting  my 
constituents  from  its  operation.  Sir,  they  are 
made  of  sterner  material  than  to  wait  for  indi- 
oationi  here  or  anywhere,  to  regulate  thur 
judgments  or  prompt  their  feelings. 

And,  Mr.  President,  I  have  the  consolation  to 
know  that  many  of  those  in  the  confidence  of 
the  Executive,  think  as  I  do,  of  this  measnre. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
FoBflTTH,)  of  whom  I  may  say  without  dispar- 
agement, that  no  Senator  more  ably  snstsins 
and  vindicates  tbe  policy  of  the  administration, 
informed  us,  some  time  since,  that  he  could 
not  have  advised  to  the  removal  of  the  public 
deposits  in  the  time  and  manner  of  the  act ; 
and,  on  yesterday,  his  honorable  colleague 
assured  us,  that  in  a  recent  journey  through 
six  of  our  States,  he  ascerlainea  that  the  pnblie 
very  generally  condemned  the  course  of  the 
Executive,  on  this  subject ;  and  the  latter  g«i- 
tieman  thought  that^  had  we  been  content 
to  call  it  a  mistake,  instead  of  an  enoroacliment^ 
there  wonld  have  been  a  decided  expression 
of  dissatisfaction  by  two-thirds  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  Now,  sir,  with  all  tiiis  amount 
of  adverse  opinion,  I  am  instructed  by  the  leg- 
islature of  New  jersey  to  sustain,  by  "my 
votes  and  influence,  the  course  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  I"  When  the  administration 
shall  harmonize  with  itself  on  this  point ;  when 
ito  best  friends  shall  conclude  to  appttve  of  the 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 

JVm  Jeney  PetiAm*. 


Digitized  by 


272 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


SsifATB.] 

cooreo  of  the  Secretary,  then,  sir,  I  will  think 
of  the  mutter  more  seriously.  But,  antil  then, 
I  dioose,  with  the  independence  of  ft  freeman, 
to  follow  the  lead  of  my  own  nnoere  and  deep 
oonviotion. 


'WsDNESDAT,  Uarch  13. 
Mmoriai  /\rom  Petenburg. 
Hr.  Lbioh  said  he  rose  to  present  a  memo- 
rial on  the  subject  which  had  so  long  aeitated, 
was  still  agitating,  and  would,  he  feared,  out  too 
long  continue  to  distract  this  great  and  lately 
flourishing  country ;  the  Senate  would  under- 
stand, of  course,  that  he  alluded  to  tlie  snbject 
of  the  deposits.  It  was  a  memorial  from  the 
merchants,  mannfactorers,  mechanics,  and  other 
ciUzens  of  the  town  of  Fetersbarg,  in  Vir^ais ; 
B  town  always  distinguished  for  its  steady  adher- 
eooe  to  repablican  principles,  and  which,  he 
took  upon  himself  to  say,  had  ^ven  as  many 
and  mgnal  proofs  of  patriotism  and  devotion  to 
the  intereste,  the  honor,  and  the  happiness  of 
the  nation,  as  any  town  in  the  Union.  Its 
export  trade  consisted  chiefly  in  the  two  staples 
of  cotton  and  tobacco;  and  the  memorialists 
were  perfectly  competent  to  judge  of  the  effects 
of  public  measures  on  their  own  interests  and 
those  of  the  country  of  which  their  town  was 
the  home  market.  [Mr.  L.  continued  to  speak 
at  great  length  on  the  topics  contained  in  the 
memorial.] 

Removal  qf  the  V^ponU, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order,  being  Mr.  Clay's  resolntiona,  Ac, 
on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  depodta 
from  the  Bimk  of  the  United  States, 

Mr.  Taiuiaiwb  addressed  tiie  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  first  resolution  alleges  an  illegal  and 
unconstitutional  exercise  of  power  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  It  involves  matters 
of  high  import.  It  goes  to  the  very  structure 
of  the  Government ;  to  the  principles  on  which 
oar  whole  political  fabric  is  oased.  It  iarolres 
the  ^stribotion  ctf  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  the  oonstitation,  and  the  exendse 
of  those  powers  by  the  respective  departments 
to  which  th^  are  assigned.  It  becomes  ns, 
therefore,  to  enter  upon  the  examination  of 
such  a  subject,  with  ail  the  caudor  and  moder- 
ation which  its  importance  demands ;  and  not 
rashly  undertake  to  unsettle  or  overturn  prin- 
ciples which  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors  estab- 
lished, and  which  our  own  experience  in  their 
practical  operation  has  found  so  salutary. 

The  powers  of  the  Government  are  divided 
into  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial.  This 
was  the  first  and  fundamental  proposition  adopt- 
ed by  the  convention  that  fram«l  the  constitu- 
tion;  and  from  this  sprang  the  snbseqnent  or- 
ganization of  the  Government.  This  was  tiie 
basis  of  the  constitntion  in  the  distribution  of 
ita  powers.  It  was  the  theory  of  the  constitu- 
tion to  keep  them  separate  and  distinct.  The 


[Mahch,  1884. 

history  of  other  nations  had  shown  that  the 
union  of  these  powers  was  inconustent  with  freo 
government.  Other  Govemments  have  been 
more  or  lesa  free,  in  proportion  as  these  powers 
have  been  separated  or  nnited.  This  separation 
and  distribution  became  a  settled  maznn  with 
tine  American  people,  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  tiie  constitution.  To  this  we  may  at- 
tribnte  the  great  freedom  which  we  have  en* 
joyed,  beyond  any  other  people,  in  ancient  or 
modem  times.  Being  thus  separated,  the  object 
has  been,  and  should  be,  to  confine  the  exercise 
of  each  to  its  proper  sphere.  It  will  be  my 
purpose  to  show,  that  the  Premdent  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  complwned 
of  in  the  resolution  under  oonnderation,  acted 
witliin  the  limit  of  Szecntive  autbt^ty,  as  pre- 
scribed by  titeeooatitntioa;  that  any  vuierotm- 
stmction  would  deprive  him  of  the  power  be> 
lon^ng  to  tbe  Execntire  departmrait,  and  there- 
by impair  that  fimdamental  principle  which 
alone  gives  security  and  stability  to  our  system. 

By  the  constitution,  "  the  executive  power 
shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America."  The  President's  power, 
then,  depends  on  the  limit  assigned  to  the  exec- 
utive power.  To  ascertain  that  limit,  it  is 
necessary  to  inquire  into  its  nature  and  object 
The  inconveniences  which  were  expra'ienced  by 
the  old  Continental  Congress^  in  respect  to  the 
powers  of  Government  exercised  by  it,  and  the 
manner  of  its  exercise,  snbseqnentiy  led  to 
the  adoption,  by  the  States,  of  the  articles  of 
confederation.  Many  diffionlties  were  obviated 
by  these  artidea  of  perpetual  union.  StiU,  there 
were  defects  inherent  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
system  of  Government  thus  adopted.  Experi- 
ence soon  pointed  them  out;  and  amongst  tnem 
was  a  very  prominent  one,  namely,  "  the  organ- 
ization of  the  whole  powers  of  the  Geiwral 
Government  in  a  single  assembly,  without  any 
separate  or  distinct  distribution  of  the  execu- 
tive, judicial,  and  lenalative  fanctions."  The 
want  of  a  National  Executive  was  deemed  one 
of  the  most  fatal  defects  of  the  oonfederation. 
All  the  powers  of  Government  were  vested  In. 
a  tingle  body.  The  execution  of  many  its 
most  important  powers  was  intrusted  to  a  com- 
mittee composed  ttf  one  member  from  each  State. 
This  committee  was  authorized  to  nt  during  the 
recess  of  Congress,  and  under  oertun  limitaaona 
and  restrictions,  could  exercise  the  same  powers 
that  Congress  itself  ooold  exercise  whilst  in 
session.  In  the  convention  that  framed  the 
constitution,  so  apparent  was  this  defect,  that 
the  proposition  to  establish  a  National  j^ecn- 
tive  seems  to  have  met  with  universal  appro* 
bation.  There  was,  however,  some  diveiritj 
of  opinion  on  the  question^  whether  the  Exec- 
utive should  consist  of  a  single  person,  or  of  a 
plurality  of  persons.  An  examination  of  the 
nidure  of  the  Executive  office  soon  satisfied  the 
convention  tiiat  its  powers  eoold  be  much  more 
advantageously  and  safely  exmnsed  by  one 
than  by  sevend.  They  had  before  them  the 
history  of  other  nations;  many  which  had 
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claimed  the  name  of  repablios :  and,  in  erery 
Instance,  it  was  found  that  ttie  diTuitm 
«zeoatiT6  power  had  led  to  the  most  disastroiiB 
reaolta.  Eizamples  from  Boman  history  were 
presented,  of  the  mischief  which  bad  grown 
ont  of  the  diacusmons  between  the  coobxm  and 
militarr  tribimes.  Unltj;  therefore,  ia  the 
Szacnave  department  of  the  Gtorcrmnen^ 
WM  deemed  emmtial  to  Mcnre  energy  and 
MnwiudUl]^.  Vitliont  energy  and  respond- 
Imtj,  the  Ckmnmittit,  it  was  percdved,  wonld 
not  answer  the  purpose  of  its  creation.  The 
want  of  these  qualities  bad  been  severely  felt 
dnring  the  war  of  the  rercrfntion,  out  of  which 
the  comitry  had  bat  recentiy  emerged.  One 
ot  the  learned  anthora  of  the  Federalist  summed 
np  the  argument  on  this  sabjeot  witii  this  em- 
pnatdo  langoage :  "  A  feeble  EzeoatiTe  implies 
ft  feeble  execution  of  tiie  Govemment.  A  feeble 
execQtion  is  bttt  another  [diraae  for  a  bad  exe- 
eotion ;  and  a  GoraiuncDt  ill  executed,  what- 
ever be  its  tiM(wy,  mart  be,  In  jvaofioe,  a 
bad  government." 

If  the  Beoretttry  of  fhe  Treasory  Is  reeogoized 
as  the  bead  oi  a  Department,  from  whom  the 
President  has  a  oonstitational  right  to  require 
an  opinion,  then,  any  difference  in  the  phrase- 
ol<^  of  lawa  orgamzfng  the  several  Depart- 
ments^ can  have  no  effect  to  alter  his  ezecniive 
oharacteo'.  To  my  mind  this  propositaon  is  so 
plain,  tiiat  it  is  with  great  muotanoe  that  I 
presume  to  ooenpy  a  moment  of  the  time  of 
tlie  Senate,  in  an  examination  of  the  allied 
diatinoUon  aririn^f  from  legidatlve  ooDStruc- 
tion.  This  reluctance  is  only  overcome  by  the 
Cict,  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, Out,)  with  otliers,  haa  used  it 
■with  BO  mnoh  a^qparent  rineeiilT,  that  it  bfr* 
ooues  my  duty  to  diow  the  raure  fidlaey  <^ 
9iha  argument  attempted  to  be  drawn  from  that 
Moroe.  To  a  laperfieial  observer,  there  would 
semi,  at  first  view,  to  be  wome  ground  for  the 
distinction.  But  a  critical  examination  of  the 
action  of  Oongress,  wiU  ^ow  thatite  legislation, 
in  this  respect,  has  been  in  accordance  with 
the  provision  of  the  constitution,  by  which  the 
Treasnry  Department  was  created  an  Execu- 
tive Department,  equally  with  those  whose 
executive  character  has  never  been  denied. 

The  first  Oongress  that  assembled  under  the 
new  constitution  in  1^9,  amongst  its  earliest 
prooeedingg,  passed  a  resolution  ezpreseing  its 
t^giakm  that  there  vof^t  to  be  establi^ed  cer- 
tnn  ExeooHve  Departments :  namely,  a  Depart- 
mmt  <tf  Foreign  Affarrs,  a  Department  of 
Treasury,  and  a  Department  of  War ;  and  that 
the  bead  of  each  Deiurtmwit  should  be  remov- 
able by  the  Freiddent  In  pursuance  of  this 
reaolntion,  a  oommittee  reported  bills  for  the 
eatablisbment  of  these  several  Departments. 
The  first  was  entitled  "  An  act  for  establishing 
an  Executive  Department,  to  be  denominated 
the  DeiNUiment  of  Foreign  AfGurs."  This  act 
was  afterwudfl,  in  the  same  year,  amended, 
and  dianged  to  tiie  Department  of  State." 
The seooc^ was entitied  "An  act  to  establish 
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an  Executive  Department,  to  be  denominated 
tiie  Department  of  War."  The  third  was  enti- 
tlol  "  An  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment" From  the  difference  in  phraseology  in 
the  tittes  of  these  acts,  the  two  former  being 
denominated  Executive  Departments,  and  the 
latter  not,  it  has  been  gravely  ecHitonded  that 
the  TreasniT  Department  was  divested  of  ita 
exeeative  eharacter;  and  that,  thwefbre^  the 
President  could  not  exerdse  his  power  <x  re- 
moval of  the  head  of  this  Department,  as  he 
could  with  the  heads  of  the  other  Departmonta 
wluofa  were  termed  ezecntive.  This  power  ot 
removal  can  be  exercised  over  none  of  these 
Departments,  except  on  the  ground  of  tholr 
being  executive.  If  then,  we  Took  to  the  acts 
themselves  establishing  these  Departments, 
and  not  confine  ourselves  to  their  tities,  we 
sh^  find  that  the  same  power  in  the  President 
to  remove  is  recognized  in  all  of  them  alike. 
Not  a  power  granted  by  law,  bnt  the  recogni- 
tion by  law  of  a  power  granted  by  the  oonrtd- 
tution.  It  waa  upon  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Departmoit  cf  Fcn^gn  AAUrs,  that  the  ode* 
brated  debate  arose  as  to  the  power  of  removal 
— ^the  one  side  contending  that  tiie  power  be* 
longed  to  the  President,  by  virtue  of  the  exeo- 
ntive  powers  of  the  Government  vested  in 
him  by  the  constitution,  and  the  otiier  main- 
taining that  the  power  of  removal  should  be 
exercised  by  the  I^ident,  conjointly  with 
the  Senate.  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate,  at 
this  time,  by  the  recapitulation  of  arguments 
which  were  so  ably  presented  on  that  ocoasicm, 
and  which  have  hwm  so  often  referred  to  on 
this.  It  is  suffldent  for  my  purpose  to  state, 
that  the  important  question  was  dedded  by 
that  Oongress  In  fiivor  of  Ibe  I^eddent's  power 
to  remove  tiie  heads  of  bH  these  Departments, 
on  the  ground  of  their  being  Executive  De- 
partments. And  lest  it  might,  in  after  times^ 
be  inferred  tiiat  this  power  waa  conferred  by 
law,  instead  of  being  granted  by  the  constitu- 
tion, the  several  bills  were  so  amended  as  to 
recogmKB  the  power  as  doived  from  the  con- 
stitntion,  and  not  as  a  power  granted  by  law. 

What  tiien,  are  the  relative  powers  and  du- 
ties of  the  President  and  of  the  Becretaiy  of 
the  Tressury  t 

First — as  to  the  Presid«it^s  powers. 

We  have  already  aeen  that  the  Exeontive 
power  is  vested  in  the  Frendent,  as  fbUy  as  the 
l^slative  power  la  vested  in  Oongress,  or  the 
Judicial  power  in  the  Jodidary.  He  has,  by 
virtue  of  that  power,  the  control  of  the  Execu- 
tive De^rtmenta,  of  which  the  Treasnry  is  one. 
They  are  sulgect  to  his  snperintending  care  and 
general  superridon.  Amongst  other  powers, 
too.  Is  that  of  appointment  to  ofllce,  by  and 
wiui  the  advice  and  consent  of  tiie  Senate,  in 
certain  cases ;  and,  in  certun  other  cases  vested 
in  him  by  Uw,  he  has  the  sole  power  of  ap- 
pointinent  He  also  has  the  power  to  fill  va- 
cancies which  may  happen  in  toe  recess  of  the 
Senate.  Bat  the  most  important  power  which 
he  p08Baw8|  m  &ra«  the  questionB  famdved  in 
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tbe  present  discassioc  are  concerned,  is  the 
power  of  romoTal  from  office.  This  shows  tbe 
nature  of  the  Exeoative  aatliority,  and  how  it 
was  intended  that  the  ExeoatiTe  Departments 
afaonld  be  under  his  control  and  snpervidon. 
This  power  has  been  alreadj  allnded  to.  The 
right  of  tbe  Preeident  to  remove  from  office 
was  settled  hj  the  Oongr«»  of  1789,  soon  after 
Hlb  adoption  of  the  constitotlon.  The  debates 
on  this  question  throw  much  light  on  the  powers 
of  tite  !Eixecntire.  JSanj  of  those  great  men  and 
pore  patriots  that  composed  the  Congress  of 
1789,  were  the  same  that  framed  the  constitn- 
tion,  whose  powers  they  were,  thus  early,  called 
on  to  interpret  No  men  understood  1>etter  the 
intentions  of  those  who  formed,  and  those  who 
adopted,  that  instrument,  as  the  great  charter 
of  tbeir  rights  and  libertiea.  In  xa»  oonstrnc- 
tioD  which  they  gave  to  this  power  of  removal 
in  tiie  Executive,  they  were  bat  carrying  oat  the 

Erin<d|deB  which  they  bad  adopted  in  the  distri- 
aUoa.  of  the  powers  of  the  Govemment.  Any 
other  oonstmotioD  would  have  mingled  and 
united  those  powers  which  the  oonsUtation  had 
BO  oarefoUy  separated.  It  seemed  to  be  held  by 
those  sages,  that,  as  the  constitution  had  vest- 
ed all  Ezecntire  power  in  the  President,  tbe 
legislature  had  no  power  to  limit  or  modi^  his 
ezeoative  authority.  This  legislative  enactment, 
although  it  could  not  confer  power,  was  a  prao- 
ticid  commentary  and  construction  of  the  con- 
BtitatioD,  not  only  in  relalion  to  the  power  of 
the  Preudent,  bat  also  as'to  the  of  the 
head  of  an  Executive  Dqtartment.  The  I^eri- 
dent  is  responsible  to  the  peoide  for  the  faithM 
execution  of  the  laws ;  and  how  can  he  do  bis 
duty,  in  this  respect,  unless  the  officers  of  the 
Executive  Departments  are  under  his  control, 
and  subject  to  removsl  by  him !  If  Oongrees 
should  put  any  particular  duty  on  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  is  in  its  nature  execu- 
tive, and  he  is  to  be  entirely  inde^ndent  of  the 
President  in  the  discha^  of  it,  it  would  be  a 
usurpation  of  the  executive  power  by  the  legis- 
lature. For  the  President  has  no  power  to  see 
that  duty  futhfullj  performed,  except  by  his 
power  of  remoraL  U  the  Secretary  ooold  ibw 
be  rendered  independent  in  the  one  instance, 
he  might  in  all,  and  the  executive  power  would 
virtauly  be  wrested  firom  tbe  Prerident,  in 
whom  it  is  all  vested  by  the  constitution.  His 
only  remedy,  then,  is  the  power  of  removal. 
This  was  contemplated  by  me  act  establishing 
the  Treasury  Department. 

It  is  true,  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  subject  in  the  first  Congress,  when  this 
important  question  was  agitated.  It  is  also 
true,  that  General  Hamilton,  one  of  tbe  distin- 
guished authors  of  the  Federalist,  previous  to 
the  ratification  of  tlie  constitution  by  the  sev- 
eral States,  seemed  to  suppose  that  the  power 
of  removal  was  one  to  be  exercised  by  the  Pres- 
ident conjointly  with  the  Senate.  Hr.  Hadison, 
bis  no  less  distinguished  colleague  in  tiiat  great 
work,  was  of  a  different  opinion—and  it  cannot 
be  doubted,  that  the  Oonpress  of  1789,  after  the 
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most  mataro  deliberation,  came  to  tbe  correct 
oondnmon,  namdy,  that  it  was  a  power  confer- 
red on  the  Presiaent  by  the  constitation,  and 
one  wUh  wldch  tSie  legidative  power  ooald  not 
mtedbre,  "Whatever  ^vendt^  of  sentiment 
there  may  have  been  at  that  day,  the  decision 
of  that  Congress  was  deemed  conolosive  on  t^e 
subject,  and  tbe  matter  has  been  considered  at 
rest,  until  the  agitation  of  the  present  question. 
Such  have  been  the  views  of  learned  commen- 
tators on  the  constitution,  and,  even  though 
they  might  have  differed  m}m  the  Congress  of 
1789,  were  the  subject  now  to  be  presented  for 
the  first  time,  still  they  have  not  had  the  rash- 
ness to  even  permit  themselves  to  view  it  as  an 
open  question.  I  beg  leave  here  to  introdace 
an  auuiortty  in  stqiTOrt  of  my  podticms.  It  ia 
that  of  Ohfuoellor  Kent — a  man  whose  £amo, 
in  Um  departmeDt  of  dvil  Jurisprodenee,  Is  not 
confined  to  his  own  State,  or  even  to  the  XJnioa 
— whose  reputation  is  emphatically  the  prcnn 
erty  of  the  nation,  and  which  the  nation  will 
proudly  oherisb.  He  s^s,  "  In  tiie  act  for  es- 
tablishing the  Treasury  Department,  the  Secre- 
tary was  contemplated  as  being  removable  from 
office  by  the  President  The  words  of  tbe  act 
are:  'That  whenever  the  Secretary  shall  be 
removed  f^om  office  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  any  other  case  of  vacancy 
in  the  office,  the  asdstant  shall  act,'  dec.  This 
amounted  to  a  le^slative  constmction  of  the 
oonstitntifHL  and  it  has  ever  since  been  aoqui- 
esoed  in  and  acted  upon,  as  of  dedslve  author- 
ity in  tbe  case.  It  implies  equally  to  eveir 
officer  of  Govemment  appointed  by  tbe  Presi- 
dent and  Senate,  whose  term  of  duration  is  not 
specially  dedared.  It  is  supported  by  weighty 
reasons,  that  the  subordinate  officers  in  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive department  ought  to  hold  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  tbe  nead  of  that  department,  because  he 
is  invested  generally  with  the  executive  au- 
thority, and  every  participation  in  that  author- 
ity by  the  Senate  was  an  exception  to  a  general 
principle,  and  ought  to  be  taken  strictly.  The 
President  is  the  great  responsible  officer  for  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  Uw,  and  the  power  of 
removal  was  inddental  to  that  dat^,  and  might 
oftoL  be  requisite  to  folfil  it"  Anothw  legis- 
lative construction  is  to  be  finmd  in  a  concur- 
rent resolution  of  Congress  in  1797,  in  rdation 
to  tbe  distribution  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States :  that,  amongst  others,  one  set  be  deUr- 
ered  to  the  Secret^  of  State ;  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury ;  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
&c. ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  death,  resignation, 
or  dismission  from  the  office  of  either  of  sidd 
officers,  then  the  laws  to  belong  to  the  succes- 
sor, &0.  This  was  in  accordance  with  tbe  prin- 
ciple established  by  the  Congress  of  1789,  and 
presents  the  case  even  in  stronger  language — 
dismisdon,  instead  of  removal — the  very  terms 
used  in  the  resolntion  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentad^j,  which  we  are  now  ccHindering. 
I  hold,  therefore,  tbe  power  of  removd  in  the 
President  to  be  absolute  and  unc<niditionaL  and 
to  be  exerdsed  in  his  dlsaretioDi  and  witiioat 
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coase  assigned.  Xq  the  langnace  of  another 
learned  commentator  on  this  anbject,  "in  the 
exercise  of  his  political  powers,  he  la  to  use  his 
own  discretion^  and  is  acoonntahle  only  to  his 
coiinti7  and  his  own  conscience.  His  det^on 
in  relation  to  these  powers  is  sabject  to  no  con- 
trol ;  and  his  discretion,  when  exercised,  is  con- 
dom ve." 

It  follows,  then,  that  the  Freddent  has  a  con- 
trolling infiaence  over  the  acts  of  the  Secretary 
of  tiie  Treafinr;-  in  the  dischai;ge  of  his  daties 
in  the  Ezeentive  Department,  and  oan  ean7 
into  effect  his  widws  by  ^rtne  of  his  poww  of 
removal. 

What,  then,  are  the  dnttee  of  the  PtMbiA  t 
He  is  bonnd.  hj  oath,  f^thfblly  to  execnte  the 
office  of  President  of  the  Uidted  States ;  and,  to 
the  hest  of  his  ability,  preserve,  protect,  and  de- 
fend the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  He 
shall  also  take  care  that  the  laws  be  fUthfollj 
executed.  How  can  he  discharge  those  dnties,  if 
he  snffers  himself  to  be  deprived  of  any  porUon 
of  the  executive  power  vested  in  him  by  the 
oonstatntioo,  or  if  the  laws  make  the  heads  of 
tihe  Emenlire  Beparbnents  independent  of  him  t 
It  reanlts^  then,  tiiat  tfaongh  the  Secrotary  of 
tiie  TreanuT  has  the  power,  at  his  disoreUon, 
to  remore  the  deposits,  still  he  can  be  ocmtrol- 
led  in  the  exercise  of  that  power,  by  the  snper- 
intending  executive  power  of  the  President, 
^d  it  is  the  farther  do^  of  the  President  to 
remove  the  Secretary  from  office,  if,  in  his  jadg- 
ment,  he  does  not  entertun  proper  views  m  re- 
lation to  hb  duties,  and  will  not  carry  the  views 
and  wishes  of  the  President  into  effect  In  the 
case  of  the  late  Secretary,  he  was  removed,  or 
dismissed,  becaose  he  did  not  entertain  proper 
Tiews  on  the  snbject  of  the  deports ;  and  be- 
caose he  was  nninlling  to  carry  into  ^ect  the 
views  of  the  Fneddent,  who  had  the  tiAt  to 
direct  him  in  the  discha^  ot  a  discretionary 
doty.  The  bank  cannot  comply  the  ezer- 
else  of  this  power^fbr  its  charter  was  granted 
anl^eot  to  ue  constitntional  power  of  the  Ex- 
eootive,  and  with  full  knowledge  of  his  richts, 
as  they  were  nnderstood  and  settled  as  early  as 
1789. 

A  doty  introsted  to  the  discretion  of  the  Sec- 
retary is,  in  other  words,  a  dnty  confided  by 
law,  to  the  discretion  of  the  Execotive  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government.  Whereas,  a  specific 
duty  imposed,  by  law,  on  the  Sccretaiy,  or  even 
on  the  Preffldent  himself,  is  to  be  specially  per- 
formed— in  the  one  ease  by  the  Seoetary,  in 
the  other  by  the  President:  and  in  both,  on 
tiie  responsibility  of  fiie  Chief  Execntive  to  see 
the  laws  faithfiiDy  executed.  If  tba  Seeretaiy 
ooold  be  indepeiuent  of  the  Preddent  in  the 
dischai^  of  snch  doty,  what  becomes  of  the 
responsibility  which  the  framera  of  tite  oonsti- 
totion  intended  to  secure  to  every  department 
of  the  Government!  Such  a  oonstrootion  would 
defeat  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  constita- 
tion  in  the  distribotioo  of  its  powers.  Where 
Congress  imposes  on  the  Secretary  the  per- 
fimnance  of  a  apecdfic  du^,  it  is  m^erativ^ 


and  the  responribility,  so  &r  as  the  propriety 
of  the  measnre  is  concerned,  rests  on  Congress 
•^«nd  Congress  is  respondble  to  the  people  for 
such  an  act  of  leg^sUtion.  Agun :  where  it 
imposes  on  him  as  the  head  of  an  Executive 
Department,  a  discretionary  doty,  the  responsi- 
bihty  rests  on  the  President,  who  is  sIbo  re- 
sponsible to  the  pec^le,  and  can  be  reached  by 
them,  on  the  recurrence  of  a  re-election,  or 
throogh  their  representatives,  for  a  corrupt  ex- 
ercise of  the  execotive  powers  of  the  Govmi- 
ment  But,  if  tiie  Secretary,  in  the  peiform- 
anoe  ct  mm  a  duty,  is  beyima  the  o<mtnd  and 
snpervirion  of  the  iS^dcoit,  and  nofc  subject  to 
removal  him,  there  is  responsibility  nowhere 
— none  on  the  part  of  Coi^cress,  for  its  ]e^a< 
tion  was  not  imperative,  but  discretionary. 
Kone  on  the  part  of  the  President,  for  he  has 
no  power  to  interfere.  Kone  on  the  part  of  the 
Se«^tary,  for  there  is  nobody  to  wnom  he  is 
responMble,  or  by  whom  he  can  bo  called  to 
account.  In  the  removal  of  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  President  only  exercised 
his  oonstitotioniu  power,  and  aBsomed  a  respon- 
sibili^  imposed  on  him  by  the  constitution — a 
responsibility  which  he  cannot  cast  from  hin^ 
even  by  giving  his  assent  to  a  law  which  shoold 
go  to  curtail  his  powers.  Snppoae  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  TTnited  States  had  said,  in 
so  many  words,  "that  the  depomts  of  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  which 
the  said  bank  and  branches  tiiereof  may  be  es- 
tablished, shell  be  made  in  the  said  bank  and 
branches  thereot  But  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasniy  may  at  any  time,  in  his  discretion, 
order  and  direct  them  to  be  removed ;  and  that, 
in  the  exercise  of  that  ^scretion,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  in  nowise  interfere." 
Even  this  language  would  not  have  altwed  the 
ease— could  not  have  curtailed  the  powers  d 
the  Preddent  Snoh  a  providon  would  have 
been  perfbotly  nugatory.  It  would  be  an  en- 
croachment of  the  lenslative  vpcm  the  execu- 
tive power.  If  the  deports  were  unsafe^  and 
the  Secretary,  under  this  l^^alative  ^scretion, 
should  refuse  to  remove  them ;  or  if  ho  was 
about  to  remore  them  to  an  unsafe  place,  can- 
not and  ought  not  the  President  to  remove  him  t 
And  still  such  an  exercise  of  power  would  not 
be  more  le^timate  than  the  one  under  connd- 
eration. 

My  conclusion,  therefore,  is,  that  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  removal  of  the  late  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  appointment  of  his  sue- 
oessor,  has  not  "assomel  the  erardae  of  a 
power  over  the  Treanuy  of  Hm  United  States 
not  granted  to  him  by  tiie  ccmstitntion  and 
laws,"  and  of  course,  not  "  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  peojde." 

If  the  Preddent  has  assumed  soch  a  power, 
as  is  alleged  in  the  first  resolotion  submitted  by 
the  hoQorable  Senator  from  Kentocky,  the  reso- 
lution onght  not  to  pass,  nor  reodve  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Senate,  becaose  It  la  a  virtual  im- 
peachment of  the  Preudent 

Theseocmd  reaolntiw  introdnced  by  the  Sei^ 
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■tor  ftom  Kentaok7,  allies  that  the  reaacMu 
Mdgned  hj  the  Stcntury  of  th»  Tnasarj  for 
the  ranoTil  d  the  depoeits  from  the  Baid^  <tf 
the  TTnited  StatM,  an  nmatMbatoT  and  buDf' 

ficient. 

This  rasolation  oaght  not  to  paBg,  faeoanae  it 
oaOa  for  no  legialatioa,  and  Uaos  to  no  reaalt 
Eren  admitting  it  to  be  true,  niiat  iUlowil 
There  la  no  aobtHi.  Ko  le^alatioa  is  propoeed. 
Tbere  mi^  be  soffloieat  n«an%  ereD  if  the  Beo* 
ntai7  haa  not  wrigned  tiian.  U  ao,  then,  so 
ftr  as  the  Mtkn  of  Oaupren  Ja  omeemed,  it  is 
perfectlr  immaterial  vhether  the  SecreteT^ 
Teasotts  be  saffloient  or  not  "What  was  the  ob- 
ject of  that  prorMon  in  the  durter  reqiuring 
uie  Seereten' to  report  hia  reasons  to  OfHigreaet 
It  was,  without  donbt,  to  enable  0<ngreas  to 
Hi  in  its  legifllatiTe  oapadtjr  on  the  subject 
How  oan  Ooagress  thus  aotf  Either  hy  ex- 
wees  enactmttit,  or  by  jcixA  or  oononirent  reso> 
Intion.  Otngreas  can  aot  inno  other  capadt^. 
The  Senate  can  act  in  no  other  oapacitf .  Tus 
matter  does  not  appertidn  to  its  ezecntiTe  or  judi- 
cial powers.  The  ol^eot  tb«i  wes,  in  requiritig 
the  Beoretarj  to  r^ort  Us  reasons,  to  enable 
Ooogreas  to  k^alMe— flrst,  bj  directing  the 
dnoflita  to  be  restored  to  fhe  Bank  o7  the 
Umted  Btatas :  or  aeoond,  bj  wdering  Aem  to 
•ome  other  ean  plaoee  of  deposit  TUs  resolu- 
tion propoees  to  attain  neither  olject,  and  is 
therefore  perfecQj  nogatorr — worse  than  use- 
less.  But  it  is  urged  that  an  ezpreanon  of  the 
Besato  win  have  ito  effeot  on  tJbe  Secretarj; 
nad,  in  a  tone  ot  deflanoe,  it  is  said,  Let  him 
dare  refuse  or  omit  to  restore  the  deposits  after 
vaak  an  expreadonf  Sir,  the  Seoretai7  is  made 
d  stenw  staff  than  to  yield  his  opinion  of  duty 
to  m«nw»,  no  matter  how  high  the  source  frcm 
vhcowe  it  oomes,  ae  I  have  altogether  misap- 
prehended Ua  eharaotw.  The  step  be  luts  tann 
was  firam  the  most  matare  deliberating— frmi 
n  thoroo^  oonvictimk  that  the  great  and  para- 
mount interests  of  the  oo^mtry  required  it — 
and  tiiat  the  baqk,  from  Ita  enidnot  had  for^ 
feited  all  dalm  to  tlw  Irager  oostoay  ot  ih» 
public  deposita.  ^ 

Sir,  it  was  mr  intention  to  luTe  gone  into 
a  full  examination  in  relation  to  t£e  rights 
and  duties  of  the  Govern ment  directors ;  but 
time  will  not  permit.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
the  manner  in  wliioh  the  important  bnsineas  of 
the  bank  is  intrusted  to  the  exchange  oommit- 
tee — mi  that  committee  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank — and  the  Government  oireot- 
ors  exdnded  from  any  partio^ati(A  in  its 
transaotionn^  evlnoee  a  harmhood,  a  boSdaeas,  a 
reokleesuees  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  rarely 
«qitaUed,  and  never  surpassed,  In  tiie  history  d 
a  moneyed  corporation.  The  very  object  of 
those  directors,  as  it  is  to  be  gathered  frcmi  tiie 
orij^nal  project  of  Mr.  Dallas,  and  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  debate  on  the  passage  of  the 
bin,  has,  by  the  practice  of  the  bank,  been  de- 
feated. Aai  to  cap  the  dimax,  these  very  di- 
rectors, for  the  performanoe  of  those  duties  ftM* 
whidi  tiieir  offioei  were  oreatod,  and  thej  tp- 
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pointed,  have  received  the  marked  condemna- 
tion of  this  B«u^  It  remains  to  be  seen, 
whether  the  aentimeots  of  the  people  oan  be 
brou^t  to  favor  the  recharter  of  an  institotim 
wh^  has  so  groarfy  attempted  to  defeat  one 
of  the  wy  anda  of  ita  inoorpovaticB. 


JPvbUo  J)iitrm. 

l£r.  Wkbsiib  said  he  rose  to  pnaent  a  me- 
morial, very  nuneroosly  signed  oy  otixena  of 
Brooklyn,  m  New  York,  and  to  present,  alao^ 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  oituens  ol  that 
place,  in  which  stmdry  rescdutions  had  been 
passed,  ntpwGng  the  all-absorbing  qnestion 
which  now  agU^  the  ooontry.  witn  some 
of  those  dtizens  he  had  the  hcmor  to  be  ac- 
quainted, and  he  knew  them  to  be  ^stinguEhed 
for  knowledge,  patriotism,  and  oharaotsr. 
Both  the  mwurial  and  the  lasMntiraia  axe 
framed  In  Ute  most  Jodidooa  manner,  and  axe 
well  entiUed  to  the  respeetfid  oondderation  of 
the  Soiate.  Oiw  d  the  resoliitioDS  respeoted 
tbeqaeationitf  theoottst^tional  power  ctt  Con- 
gress to  inocHporato  a  bank,  and  stated  the 
question  in  so  few  words,  and  placed  it  in  what 
app«red  to  him  eo  joat  a  lidit,  that  he  would 
read  that  reaobition,  in  Us  puoe : 

"jeewlved;  Tbattiiov^  a  pnbHe  meeting  lanpl 
■n  appropriate  plaee  for  the  osovnion  of  conatlta- 
tional  quMtiou,  we  still  deem  it  proper  to  express 
the  om^OD,  tiist  upon  questions  d  that  kind,  not 
less  Uian  upon  those  rating  to  private  rights  an 
adhereooe  to  decieioos  ddibmtelv  made,  ud  sob* 
seqwntly  acted  on  as  the  law  of  the  ease,  is  tiie 
rale  of  si^y,  and  the  only  nda  that  ean  give  rta* 
btUty  either  to  law  or  govomarat.  When,  ther»> 
fore,  we  know  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  aetnsl 
framen  and  ori^toal  expomiden  of  the  constitatioi^ 
found  no  objeoUODS  either  in  the  letter  or  spirit  or 
that  instrameat,  ■gainst  the  IncorpoimUoa  of  a  n^ 
tionsi  bank ;  when  the  highmt  judidal  tribunal  la 
the  eenntiy  has  aidemniy  passed  upon  it,  and  de- 
claied  IttobeeoBstitational;  when,  in  two  bataa- 
ees,  and  at  distant  periods,  suoh  acta  have  been 
passed  by  Congresa,  and  recelTed  the  aancUoa  of 
socoeative  Prendents ;  and  when  we  have  already 
Uved  under  them,  and  subnitted  to  their  operation, 
almost  forty  nars— we  c<nisider  it  too  late  to  disre- 
gard aU  evidenoM  of  oonstfCniknal  right,  and  to 
prostrate  the  p^die  iatereatt,  upon  a  mere  difflwwoe 
of  0[nnioB.  howaver  stroa^  iiofmed,  on  the  ori^nal 
qaestlen.*' 

The  msoiMial,  and  lb.  is  nmneronify 
rigned  hy  enbetantia],  intrillgent,  and  well- 
known  liiisma,  who  see  and  nd  the  pieasuze 
<rfthe  times,  and  who  have  ftlt  it  tiidr  dn^  to 
jtnn  with  others  In  giving  to  Ooogreas  prooft 
of  th^  deep  and  settied  conviction  tiiat  the 
stato  d  the  oonatary  Is  suoh  as  to  demand,  im- 
periously, effsetoal  and  prompt  rdief. 

The  memoiial  uid  resohititHis  were  then,  on 
the  motion  of  ICr.  W.,  read,  referred  to  the 
Otwunittoe  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printod* 
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3faine  Mmcrialt. 

Mr.  Spuors  i^d  ha  had  been  intnutod  with 
two  memorials,  which  he  would  now  present 
to  the  Senate :  tm»  of  th«m  from  oitiiranB  of 
EMtowt,  and  the  otlier  from  those  of  Labeo,  in 
the  State  of  Uaine,  on  the  aU-ahaorblng  aabject 
vhieh  WW  now  Wbre  the  Senate  and  the 
country.  Tl»t  from  the  oftiaeiia  <tf  Eastocat 
repreaented  that  tli^r  were  laraelj  engaged  in 
Ibrdsn  and  domeatio  trade,  whi(£  for  seven  jeara 
past  had  been  proBpenmB  beyond  example ;  but 
suddenly  they  foimd  their  prospects  and  their 
prm>erty  deiftroyed.  Many  memorialists  in  Phil- 
adelphia, New  York,  and  Boston,  with  whom 
they  were  acoast<Hnea  to  trade,  had  failed,  ud 
this,  as  well  as  other  oanses,  essentially  affected 
their  own  proeperity.  All  these  evils  they  as- 
cribed to  the  Ezeoative,  and  they  asked  relief 
from  Ocxtgress ;  and  they  especiaUy  and  ai^emnly 
aiqwaled  to  their  wisdnn  and  patriotism,  and 
ho^ed  that  no  party  eonddonitKHt  would,  out- 
weigh  their  dn^  to  their  oonntrr  nd  tMr 
eoiisUtaenta.  Th«  oQmt  memorial,  from  Lnbeo^ 
eontidned  the  names  of  many  well  known  to 
Mr.  S.  Ihey  were  merchants  and  other  men 
of  respectability.  Their  statement  was  a  littie 
stronger  than  that  from  Eastport  They  said 
that  their  mfferings  would  not  be  borne ;  Uiat 
their  bndness  was  prostrated,  credit  at  an  end. 
and  there  was  no  prospect  of  a  termination  m 
these  evils ;  they  had  experienced  a  sadden  and 
terrible  change  from  a  ttate  of  high  prosperity. 
They  adced  ue  restoration  oi  the  dc^KMdts,  and 
they  expressed  the  beUef  tliat  the  rediarter  of 
the  United  Stafeea  Bank  wonU  benefit  the 
oonntry;  that  a  natloiial  camuax  ooold  be 
made  nnifonn  ooly  by  a  national  institution. 
They  said  that  the  asaertka  -made  in  hi^ 
^aces,  that  fiw  distress  was  owing  to  a  -ml' 
fal  act  <^  the  bank,  was  an  insnlt  to  their  un- 
derstandiEgs,  and  a  mockery  to  the^  sofibr- 
ings. 

Mr.  B,  asked  that  the  memorials  might  be 
read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Oonunittee 
on  finaiioe ;  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

Mr.  TnxB  presented  a  series  of  resolntions 
adc^ted  by  the  peoj^  of  Accomack  ooaoty,  dis- 
approving in  atrong  terma  of  Uie  oonrse  of  the 
lS«rtdeat  in  rebtfon  to  tibe  poblio  dwosits. 
He  at  the  same  time  preamted  a  monorul  nn- 
meronsly  rigned  by  the  titiaens  of  fVederioka- 
burg  uid  Fabnonth,  reprobating,  in  strong  bat 
respectfdl  langnage.  the  late  Exeonfive  proceed- 
inga.  As  to  the  frst,  he  wonld  remark,  that 
the  county  of  Accomack  was  one  of  the  largest 
oounties  in  the  State,  and  equal  to  any  oilier  for 
intdUgenoe  and  patriotism — that  he  reoogoiaed 
In  the  names  of  some  of  those  who  ^toeared  to 
have  had  tUe  most  active  agenoy  in  the  meet- 
ing, gentlemen  with  whom  he  had  the  pleasnre 
of  a  personal  aoqnaintaooe,  and  for  whose  hif^ 
qoalitiea,  both  intdlectoal  and  moral,  it  waa 
mA  xaetmrj  tat.  him  to  atougIl  Ab  to  the 


resolutions,  they  spoke  for  thonselves,  and  oall* 
ed  fcH*  no  commentary. 

The  memorialists  fetm,  Frederit^butg  and 
Falmouth  constitute  as  intelligent  nod  as  re- 
spectable a  body  of  men  as  can  anywhere  be 
found— they  represent  that  great  distress  had 
flowed  from  the  Exeoative  proceedings;  and 
indnlge  in  antieipatimia  of  atfUgreatato  coma. 
Th^  xeraonatrate  agnnat  tluise  proceeding!^ 
as  unwise,  illegal,  and  uz^just,  and  as  inyolvinf 
assumptions  oi  anthori^  not  warranted  by  the 
constitution  or  laws,  and  urge  upon  Oongress  A 
return  of  the  pnUio  moneys  to  the  Aepoatory 
provided  by  law,  the  Bank  of  the  United  StateSb 
And  why,  said  Mr.  T.,  should  the  deposits  not 
berestoredt  Many  weeks  ^  the  Senate  bad 
l>een  told,  that  the  restoration  of  the  deposits 
and  the  rocharter  of  the  bank  meant  one  and 
the  same  thing;  and  that  the  only  question 
before  the  oonntiry  waa  "  bank  or  no  bank." 

pb.  T.  oontlnned  Us  vaniad:^  Mlj  Into 
the  eonrideratien  of  att  tlia  points  praaented  In  the 
Bie>iaiU.j 


TiiXBni.T,  March  18. 

Soiton  Memorial. 

Vr.  Vxaam  said  that  it  would  be  perceived 
by  the  Senate^  tliat  he  had  a  roll  before  him, 
of  no  ordinaiT  dimendons.  It  was  a  protest, 
respectfully  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Con- 
nresa,  against  the  recent  proceedings  of  the 
Executive  Government  in  regard  to  the  publia 
Bxmeys  of  the  United  States^  and  mvently  rft> 
questing  Ooiuresa,  by  the  interpoattion  ik  it» 
own  josb  antnori^f  to  restwe  toe  ocmstitntioa 
and  laws  to  that  free  and  jnopn  action  whidi 
the  public  interest  and  prosperity  demanded. 
This  papM-,  sir,  (Mr.  W.  said,)  proceeded  frcnn 
a  plaoe  not  altogether  obscure— not  altogether 
unknown  in  the  history  of  the  United  States. 
It  came  from  the  people  of  Boston,  assembled 
in  Fanenil  Hall :  it  came  from  those  walls  in 
which  the  earliest  aoomts  of  independence  rang 
— from  under  that  roof  beneath  which  our 
yonng  American  libwty  shook  her  wings,  ere 
she  went  forth  to  fly  over  a  thousand  hilb,  and 
to  proclaim  indqwndenoe  to  three  millions  of 
souls.  It  was  sent  by  those,  and  the  sons 
those,  who,  in  tiut  same  plaoc^  in  74,  *7S,  and 
76,  heard  the  redoes  of  Otis,  ot  'Warren,  and 
of  Hancock,  and  who  gave  to  thM6  distingQished 
n>eakers  as  much  impulse  aa  they  reonved  tnm 
them.  This  paper,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  signed  by 
6,841  independent  voters,  tax-payers,  and  men 
of  property  of  the  city  of  Boston.  Here  were 
no  men  of  straw;  this  p^>er  presented  the 
names  of  men  of  ^£forent  habits  and  oooapa- 
tions,  of  numbers  whom  he  had  m«itioned  aa 
tlie  electors  of  that  dty;  and,  as  far  as  he 
knew,  of  a  greater  number  of  persons  than  an/ 
excited  election  bad  ever  caUea  together  bef<w«b 
The  namea  were  here  for  the  inqieotion  of  the 
Senate;  and  Ui  oolleam  *^ 
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goainted  with  many  of  them,  could  vouch  for 
tiieir  high  standing  and  respectabiUtj.  What- 
ever character  the  memonlAl  might  bear  else- 
where, it  here  challeDged  investigation. 

This  paper  had  been  brought  here  hy  a  com- 
mittee of  gentlemen,  of  whom,  aa  thej  were  bis 
n^hbora  and  friends,  he  ooold  hardlj  speak 
with  delicacy ;  and  espedally  as  some  of  them 
were  as  wdl  knovn  to  Congress  as  to  himself^ 
and  needed  no  reoommaidfttion  from  him. 
Belierhig  the  law  to  have  been  violated,  they 
oame  to  CoogreBs;  believing  that  distress  ex- 
ists to  a  calamitous  extent,  and  beUeving  that 
no  other  power  on  earth  can  relieve  it,  their 
oomnussioa  is  to  the  Senate  and  Hoose  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  exdnsively. 
Their  protest  was  on  such  a  sabjeot  that  no 
considerations  on  earth  conld  have  induced 
them  to  sign  each  a  paper,  had  it  not  been  for 
t^at  alarming,  shocking  state  of  things,  so 
deeply  affecting  the  pnbHc  interests.  Bad  not 
all  incredulity  on  t^e  sulfject  became  satisfied  1 
Had  not  tiie  whole  of  the  p(»raIation,  from 
ICdoe  to  New  Orleana,  been  satisfied— had  not 
all  their  doubts  been  silenced  ?  If  there  be  on 
the  vast  enrftee  of  this  hutpy  country,  on  the 
ddea  of  its  fertile  hills,  and  in  tiie  soil  of  its  rich 
valleys — ^if  there  be  any  spot  so  favored^  that 
distress  has  not  reached  it,  let  the  inhabitants 
of  that  spot  r^oice ;  but  let  them  rejoice  with 
fear  and  with  trembling;  for,  so  sure  as  the 
light  of  the  sun — if  he  might  compare  what  was 
henefioent  in  action  with  that  which  was  dele- 
terious—so sure  as  the  rays  of  the  sun  would, 
in  due  time,  penetrate  the  deepest  shades  of  the 
forest,  so  sure  was  it  tiiat  the  distress  which 
now  affected  the  industry  and  prosperity  of  a 
great  part  of  tlie  oonntry,  nuut  act  everywhere 
and  be  felt  eveiywhere. 

[Mr.  W.  eontinned  bis  remarks  at  much  length, 
and  was  followed  by  Ur.  Sprogoe  on  the  same  tide.] 

Seeharttririff  BaTik  United  Statet. 
Mr.  'Wkbstsb  said :  I  rise,  Mr.  President, 

?arsuant  to  notice,  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
ill  to  continue,  for  six  yevs,  the  sot  incorpo- 
rating the  snlwcribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  and  shall  hope  for  that  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  which  is  nsoally  granted  on  saoh 
occasions,  if  I  aocompany  its  mtrodnotion  with 
some  remarks  on  the  general  state  of  the  coun- 
try, aa  well  as  on  the  nature  of  the  measure 
proposed.  If  leave  be  granted,  it  is  my  pnr- 
pose  to  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
OQ  Finance,  that  it  may  take  the  usual  course, 
and  come  np  for  the  oonsideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  due  season. 

Mr.  President,  in  the  midst  of  ample  means 
of  national  and  individual  happiness,  we  have, 
unexpectedly,  fallen  into  severe  distress.  Our 
course  has  been  suddenly  arrested.  The  gen- 
er^  pulse  of  life  stands  still,  and  the  activity 
and  mdnstry  of  the  country  feel  a  pause.  A 
vastly  extended  and  beneficent  oomineroe  is 
ohebked;  maao&otarea  intended,  with  Saoal< 
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cnlable  injury  to  those  concerned  in  them ;  and 
the  lahors  of  agriculture  tiireatened  with  the 
loss  of  their  nsoal  reward.  Our  resources  are, 
nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  abundant,  and 
all  external  circumstances  highly  favorable  and 
advantageous ;  such  as  fairly  promised  ns,  not 
only  a  continuance  of  that  degree  of  prosperity 
which  we  have  actoaUy  eqjoyed,  bnt  its  rapid 
advancement,  also,  to  still  higher  rtagea. 

The  owdition  of  tlM  oonntry  is^  indeed,  dn- 
gnlar. .  It  is  like  that  of  a  strong  man  chuned. 
In  full  healUi,  with  stren^  unabated,  and  all 
its  faoolties  unimpaired,  it  is  yet  incapable  of 
performing  its  accustomed  action.  Fettws  and 
manacles  are  on  all  its  limbs.  If  we  could  but 
unbind  it,  if  we  oould  break  these  iron  chains, 
if  we  could  once  more  set  it  free,  it  would,  in  a 
moment,  resume  its  activity,  and  go  on  ag^  in 
its  rapid  career.  It  is  our  duty,  sir,  to  relieve 
this  restrunt,  to  unshackle  the  industry  the 
people,  and  give  play,  once  more,  to  their  com- 
mon action  and  their  common  enenies.  The 
evils,  all  the  evils,  which  we  now  fbd,  and  feel 
so  acute^,  result  from  political  measures ;  and 
by  political  measorea,  ud  pcAtioal  measures 
alone^  can  thciy  be  redressed.  Thsj  have  th^ 
origin  in  acts  of  Oovemment,  and  they  must 
find  their  cure  in  other  acts  of  Oovemment. 

Only  six  months  ago,  sir,  the  country  pre- 
sented an  aspect,  in  r^ard  to  all  its  great  inter- 
ests, exceedmgly  satisfactory  and  gratifying. 
Our  commerce  was  highly  prosperous,  and  our 
manufactures,  for  the  present,  at  least,  flourish- 
ing.  Agrictdtural  products  commanded  fair 
prices,  and  the  general  appearance  of  things 
exhibited  more  than  a  usual  degree  of  activity. 
The  year  elapsing  between  the  autumn  of  1833 
and  that  of  1888,  was  a  year  of  great  prosperity. 
In  the  activity  of  commerce,  it  is  posrible 
euoue^  that  some  degree  of  overtrading  had 
taken  place ;  but  there  is  nothing  to  diow  that 
^eat  excess  had  been  oommitted  in  that  par- 
ticular. In  general,  the  state  of  things  was 
sonnd,  as  well  as  prosperous.  The  commerce 
of  the  country  had  reacned,  I  think,  to  a  greater 
extent  than  in  any  former  year ;  the  amount  of 
exports  for  1888  being,  according  to  the  Treas- 
ury estimate,  no  less  than  ninety  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  that  of  the  imports  no  less  than  one 
fanndred  and  nine  millions.  The  internal  and 
ooasting  trade  was  in  a  still  more  flourishing 
condition.  This  brandi  of  the  national  indoa- 
try  has  grown  into  the  very  highest  impcai- 
anoe,  affording  a  vast  field  tvt  aotiva  naefhUies^ 
enriching  all  parts  of  the  country  by  its  mutual 
exchanges  of  commoditiee^  and  furnishing  pr^t- 
able  employment  to  great  numbers  of  tiie  peo- 
ple. It  was  carried  on  last  year,  Iwth  by  sea 
and  land,  with  great  vigor;  and  the  dtuation 
of  the  currency  of  the  country  gave  it  facilities 
such  as  never  existed  elsewhere  over  so  brood 
an  extent.  The  money  (urculatioh  waa  free, 
uid  the  banks  in  good  credit.  They  were 
doubtiess  somewhat  too  economical  in  the  use 
of  specie,  and  sustained  their  credit  on  a  basis 
not  snfficifliiJly  broad  to  be  quite  aeoore,  Bm 
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no  great  degree  of  danger  to  tlie  (nnniktion 
was  felt,  or  generally  feared. 

Six  months  ago  a  state  of  things  existed,  high- 
ly prosperoQS  and  adTantageons  to  the  couDtry, 
but  liable  to  be  injuriously  affected  by  precise- 
ly such  a  cause  as  has  now  been  put  into  opera- 
tion upon  it,  BneineBS  was  active,  and  oanied 
to  a  great  extent  Oommerdal  oredit  was  ex- 
VAuded,  and  the  cironlation  of  money  was  large. 
This  circnlation,  being  of  paper,  of  course  rested 
on  oredit;  and  this  credit  was  founded  on 
banklDg  oapital,  and  bank  deposits.  The  public 
revenues,  from  the  time  of  their  colIeoUoa  to 
the  time  of  their  disbursement,  were  in  the 
bank  and  its  branches ;  and,  uke  other  de- 
posits, contributed  to  l^e  means  of  discount. 
Between  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the 
State  banks,  there  was  a  degree  of  watchfnlneas, 
perhaps  of  rivalry ;  but  there  was  no  enmity, 
no  hostility.  AU  moved  in  their  own  proper 
spheres,  harmoniously  and  in  order. 

The  Secavtarr  distorbed  this  state  of  peace. 
He  broke  up  all  the  hannonr  of  &e  system. 
By  suddenly  withdrawing  all  the  public  moneys 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  be  forced 
that  bank  to  an  immediate  correspondent  cur- 
tailment of  its  loans  and  disoounta.  It  was 
obliged  to  strengthen  itself;  and  the  State 
banks,  taking  the  alarm,  were  obliged  to 
strengthen  themselves  also,  by  similar  meas- 
ures. So  that  the  amount  of  credit  actually  ex- 
isting, and  on  which  men  were  doing  business, 
was  suddenly  greatly  diminished.  Bank  ac- 
commodations were  withdrawn ;  men  could  no 
longer  fulfil  their  eng^ements  by  the  custom- 
ai^  means ;  property  fell  in  value ;  thousands 
tailed :  many  Uiousaoda  more  midnt^ned  thdr 
individual  oredit  by  enormous  sacrifices ;  and  aU 
being  alarmed  for  the  future  as  well  as  distress- 
ed for  the  present,  forbore  from  new  transac- 
tions and  new  engagements.  Finding  enough 
to  do  to  stand  still,  they  do  not  attempt  to  go 
forward.  This  deprives  the  industrious  and  m- 
boring  classes  of  their  occupations,  and  brings 
want  and  misery  to  their  doors.  This,  sir,  is  a 
short  recital  of  cause  and  effect.  This  is  tiie 
history  of  the  first  six  months  of  the  "  experi- 
ment." 

It  isdifScult,  or,  torestrun  one's  indignation, 
when,  to  so  much  keen  distrese^  there  u  added 
BO  much  which  has  the  i^pearanoe  of  mere 
mockery.  Sir,  let  the  system  of  the  adminia- 
tration  go  on,  and  we  shall  soon  not  know  our 
eonntry.  We  shall  see  a  new  America.  On 
tiie  map  where  these  United  States  have  stood, 
we  shall  behold  a  country  that  will  be  strange 
to  us.  We  shall  see  a  class  of  idle  rich  and  a 
class  of  idle  poor ;  the  former  a  bandiHiL  the  lat- 
ter a  host.  We  shall  no  longer  behold  a  com- 
mxmity  of  men,  with  spirits  aJl  active  and  stir- 
ring contributing,  all  of  them,  to  the  public 
welfare,  while  they  partake  in  it,  pushing  on 
their  fortunes  and  bettering  their  own  condi- 
tion, and  helping  to  swell,  at  the  same  time, 
the  cop  of  the  g«ieral  prosperi^  to  overflow- 
ing,. We  shall  see  no  more  a  that  oredit  whicih 


reaches  out  its  hand  to  honest  enterprise ;  of 
tliat  certainty  of  reward  which  cheers  on  labor 
to  the  utmost  stretch  of  its  sinews  ;  of  that  per- 
sonal and  individual  independencewhich enables 
every  man  to  eay  that  no  man  is  his  master. 
Sir,  I  will  not  look  on  the  picture.  I  will  not 
imaj^e  what  spectacle  shall  be  exhibited,  when 
this  country  not  only  halts  on  her  onward 
march,  but  recedes ;  when  she  tracks  back  in 
the  long  and  rapid  strides  of  her  forward  move- 
ment ;  when  she  sets  herself  to  undo  all  that 
she  has  done;  when  she  renounces  the  good 
she  has  attained;  when  she  obstructs  oradit, 
destroys  enterprise,  arrests  commerce,  and 
smoOiers  manufactures. 

I  will  now,  sir,  state  the  general  substanoa 
of  the  bill  which  I  ask  leave  to  introduce. 

The  first  section  proposes  to  continue  tho 
present  bank  for  six  years,  but  with  this  pro- 
vision, viz.,  that  so  much  of  the  present  charter 
as  gives  the  bank  an  excluuve  right  shall  not 
be  continued,  but  that  Congress  may  make  any 
other  bulk,  if  it  see  fit,  to  come  into  existence 
at  any  time  after  1886. 

This  is  the  great  feature  of  the  bOl.  It  con- 
tinues the  bulk  for  a  short  period,  and  takes 
away  the  exclusive  right  Congress  is  thus 
left  at  perfect  liberty  to  make  another  bank 
whenever  it  chooses.  When  the  present  agita- 
tion shall  have  subsided,  when  a  day  of  calm 
consideration  comes,  and  the  people  have  had 
time  for  delit>eration,  then  Congress  may  make 
a  permanent  provision,  satiafactory  to  itself  and 
to  the  country.  Can  any  thing  he  more  reason- 
able than  this  f  Can  the  bitterest  enemy  of  the 
present  bank  refuse  to  ^ve  it  time  to  wind  up 
its  affairs  without  distress  to  the  people  ?  Can 
the  most  ardent  advocate  of  a  new  bimk  refose^ 
meantime,  to  allow  the  country  to  relieve  itsd£ 
by  the  ase  of  the  present,  nntU  a  new  one  shall 
be  established  t 

Sir,  I  am  not  dealing  in  plausibilities  only. 
I  mean  to  leave  Hie  whole  question  between 
the  bank  and  a  new  one,  fairly  open.  I  mean 
to  give  to  neitiier  any  manner  of  advantage.  If 
Congress  establish  a  new  hank,  it  may  easily 
go  into  operation  while  the  present  is  gradually 
retiring  trom  operation,  and  the  business  ot 
the  country  will  feel  no  violent  shock. 

I  mean  to  0ve  the  present  bank  no  dum  to 
a  renewal ;  but,  on  tiie  contrary,  the  only  new 
power  ooiubrred  on  it  by  this  mil,  is  a  power 
to  enable  it  to  wind  up  Its  concerns. 

As  to  the  time,  I  thmk  nx  years  not  too  long. 
If  we  were  now  certain  that  a  new  bank  would 
come  into  existence  in  1888,  1  think  it  would 
be  convenient,  for  all  parties,  that  this  bank 
should  have  six  years  to  run.  The  new  bank 
would  hardly  get  into  full  operation  under  a 
year  or  two,  and  time  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
enable  this  bank  gradually  to  collect  its  debts. 
A  hastened  collection  must  distress  the  people. 
With  an  existing  debt  of  fifty-five  millions,  and 
pressed  and  solicited,  on  all  sides^  still  further 
to  extend  its  louis,  in  order  to  rehevethe  conn- 
try,  all  mnst  see  that  the  affldrs  of  the  bank  oan- 
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not  be  doMd  witfaont  intolerable  preasare  on 
the  eonunnnityj  unless  time  be  ^ven  for  that 

fnrpose.   Bat,  if  mz  years  be  thought  too  long, 
will  oooaent  to  fire,  or  to  foor.   Uy  own 
(pinion  is,  tbat  six  jears  is  not  too  long. 

The  second  section  provides,  that  the  pnblio 
moneTS,  beoomiog  due  after  the  1st  of  Jnly, 
shall  b«  deposited  m  the  bank  and  its  branches, 
as  heretofore,  subject,  however,  at  any  time 
after  this  sot  shall  be  accepted,  to  be  removed 
by  order  of  Oongress.  If  Oongress  shall  estab- 
mk  a  new  bank,  thev  will  of  oonrse  remove  the 
denorits  into  it.  The  effect  of  this  proridon 
wul  be  to  pre  to  Oongress,  at  all  timee,  what 
rightfiill^  belongs  to  them — a  fall  oontrol  over 
the  public  parse.  It  separates  that  parse  from 
the  sword,  and  re-establishes  the  jnst  aothority 
of  the  legtslatars. 

Then  comes  the  section  by  which  the  bank  is 
to  pay  $SOO,000  a  year,  for  each  of  the  mx 
years,  as  compensation  for  the  benefits  of  a 
oonUnnance  of  Its  charter.  This  provision  ia 
adopted  from  the  bill  of  1883.  For  one,  I  shoold 
have  been  willing  that  a  fixed  nercentage 
should  have  been  pa^,  instead  of  uis  bonus, 
to  be  divided  among  Uie  States,  aooording  to 
numbers;  but  others  Directed  to  thia^aoa  I 
have  flonght  to  avoid  all  new  causes  of  difibr^ 
enoe. 

The  next  seoUon  anthorizes  Congress  to  re- 
strain the  bank  from  iasoing  notes  of  less  de- 
nomination tiiau  twenty  dollara.  if  it  shall  see 
fit  so  to  do,  any  time  after  Uarch,  1886.  This, 
too,  is  borrowed  from  the  bill  of  1889,  and  its 
ol^eot  was  folly  discnssed  on  that  occasion. 
Tlutt  object  is  to  get  rid  of  the  ciroolation  oi  all 
notes  under  fire  dollars,  and,  by  so  doing,  to 
extend  the  specie  bans  of  our  tnroulation. 
When  the  States  dull  direct  thdr  own  banks 
to  iasoe  no  notes  less  than  five  ddlara,  then  it 
ia  proposed  that  Oongress  shall  direct  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  to  Issoe  no  notes  bdow 
twen^  doUua.  The  state  of  our  correnoy  will 
then  be,  as  I  explained  the  other  day,  that,  up 
to  five  dollars,  the  correnoy  will  be  diver  and 
gold ;  above  five  dollars,  it  may  be  diver  and 
g^d  and  notes  of  State  banks;  and  abovetwen- 
ty  dollars,  silver  and  gold'  and  notes  of  State 
banks  and  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
This  greater  use  of  silver  and  frold,  for  o<»nmon 
ttnrposes,  and  smdl  payments,!  have  thought  to 
M  a  dedrable  otdect,  as  I  have  often  before  said. 

The  next  sectioa  looks  to  the  winding  op  of 
the  affairs  of  the  bank;  and  it  prorides  tha^  at 
any  time  witlutt  the  last  three  years  of  its  o<mtin- 
nanoe,  its  directors  may  dividel,  among  the  stock- 
holders, any  portion  <x  the  capitd  which  they 
mi7havewiUi^wnfromaotive<^ration.  The 
remaioiog  sections  are  only  such  as  are  formal 
and  necMsary ;  me  oontinnes  the  acts  of  Oon- 
gress connected  with  the  bank,  saoh  as  those 
providing  for  forging  its  notes ;  and  the  other 
reqnkea  the  acceptance  of  this  bill  by  the  bank, 
In  order  to  ^ve  it  validity  and  effect. 

Snob,  iSr.  President,  are  the  proviaiais  d  this 
UIL  ^ni^  ar«  few  and  dn^ : 


[MiscH,  188& 

1.  The  bank  is  to  be  continued  for  dx  yean. 

2.  The  depodts  are  to  be  restored  after  the 
1st  of  July. 

8.  Oongress  is  to  be  at  perfect  libertT-  to 
create  any  new  ban^  at  aqr  time  after  Uandu 

1886. 

4.  The  directors,  in  order  to  wind  up  their 
conoems,  may,  three  vMrs  before  the  six  years 
expire,  begm  to  divide  tiie  Digital  among  tiis 
stockholders. 

Hr.  Fresidant  tids  Is  the  measore  wfaloh  I 
propose;  and  it  ismy  settied  belief  that^  if  va 
cannot  carry  this,  we  oan  carry  nothing. 

I  have  thns,  dr,  stated  my  opinions,  and  dla* 
charged  my  duty.  I  see  the  country  laboring^ 
and  stdTugg^in^^  and  panting  nnder  an  mormons 
political  evil.  I  propose  a  remedy  which  I  am 
sore  will  prodnce  relief^  If  it  be  adopted^  and 
whidi  seems  to  me  most  likely  to  obtfun  sup- 
port And  now,  sir,  I  put  it  to  evwy  member 
of  Oongress,  how  he  can  resist  this  measare, 
unless  by  proposing  another  and  a  b^ter. 
Who  among  the  agents  and  servants  of  the 
people  assembled  in  these  Hoases,  is  prepared* 
in  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  coantry, 
to  say,  that  he  will  oppose  every  thing,  and 
propose  nothing  1  For  one,  dr,  I  can  only  say, 
that  I  have  beni  driven  to  this  propodtion  br 
an  irredstible  impulse  of  obligation  to  the  oon^ 
try.  If  I  had  been  suddenly  called  to  my  great 
reckoning  in  anotiker  world,  I  should  have  felt 
that  one  duty  was  left  unattompted,  if  I  had  no 
measure  to  reoommcnd,  no  expedient  to  pro- 
pose, no  hc^  to  hdd  outto  this  soffsring  oom- 
mmatj. 


WmnuD^T,  Uaroh  19. 
ISiblie  JHOrmt. 

]&.  ToHUSsoH  presented  the  memorial  <^th« 
merchant^  mutufacturers,  **h1  other  citizens  ct 
the  town  of  Bridgeport,  in  0<»necticat|  rd*- 
tive  to  the  embarnaanents  and  distress  ccaue- 
qnent  on  the  oonrse  of  the  Executive  respect- 
ing the  currency  and  batikiDg  institntiou  ill 
the  country. 

With  the  memorial,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  had  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  several  respecta- 
ble citizens  of  that  town,  ooUiorizing  him  to 
Btete  that  the  memorial  is  subscribed  by  360 
persons,  who  are  enlatled  to  vote  at  the  town 
and  State  dections ;  and  that  there  are  bat  a 
£bw  more  than  400  legal  voters  redding  in  the 
town. 

Fw  the  infnnution  ctf  the  Senate,  it  m^not 
be  impropar,  add  hsL  to  state,  th^  uotwUh* 
standing  the  flnotnatioDs  ^ade  huetofbreu 
BrldgeMHTt  has  steadily  and  raindly  advanoea 
in  wealth  and  improvement.  AttheoMnnunoa- 
ment  <tf  the  present  oentaty,  it  was  oorop&ra- 
tively  but  an  inoonsiderable  village.  Kow,  the 
borough  of  that  name  exceeds  in  peculation  any 
other  port  in  that  important  and  popoloos  seo- 
ti<»iof  the  State.  It  not  only  participates  large- 
ly in  the  trade  and  bnainess  of  the  productive 
wd  rich  ooBtttiy  of  Fairfieldf  hot  extends  iHn 
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oommercial  relations  Into  the  verj  impfHtant 
and  prosperotn  ooonties  a^oining  it 

Mr.  T.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  T^ierred 
to  the  Committee  <m  Finance  and  printed; 
which  was  ordered. 

lb*.  HoEsAM  add,  a  comntfttee  of  rfzteen 
saitlemen,  meebanloa  of  Philadelphia,  oonsist- 
ug  <^  cabiDet-makers,  ;dan(tforte-maikers,  ohair- 
muos,  nphobterere,  fanc7  fbmisbers,  fiinge- 
makers,  carvera,  gilders,  ramisherB^  tanienk 
lamp-makers,  ooaoh-makers,  and  other*  enngM 
in  nuniding  materials  for  the  aame^  nave 
ehatiged  me  with  a  manorial^  to  be  presented 
to  the  Senate,  dgned,  as  I  am  informed,  hr 
aboQt  seven  hondred  of  these  meritorioos  eiti- 
zena.  They  state  that  thej  have  been  steadilr 
pursuing  their  various  ooonpations,  and  endeav- 
oring to  falfil  their  duties  as  mechanics  and 
dtisens,  without  interfering  in  political  a&irs 
ftarther  than  nmply  exercuing  their  rights  at 
the  polls;  and  that,  vm  to  Hm  period  td  the 
lemoral  of  the  paUio  n^o^  from  the  United 
States  Bank,  their  varioiu  branches  of  boriness 
wen  becoming  inereasinglj  proc^roos ;  the;' 
were  thankfnUy  eijoying  ^e  Cmits  of  honest 
industry,  and  indul^ng  a  pronwot  ci  their  con- 
tinued increase.  But,  since  tiie  event  aUnded 
to,  they  have  eroerienoed  an  almost  total  proe- 
tration  of  their  bndness,  which,  if  not  averted 
soon,  mast  involve  them  and  their  fiunilies  in 
utttf  ruin;  and  that  they  can  asoribe  their 
present  distress  to  no  other  eaose  than  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposita,  and  earnest^  reqneat 
tb^  immediate  restoration. 

OrUoM  Mmoriai, 
Mr.  WiAOAKis  presented  rcsohitkaa  and 

a  memorial  adopted  at  a  meeting  ct  the  mer- 
ohants  of  New  Orkana,  On  Am  praaentation 
ofwhiehHr.  W.  said: 

Hr.  President:  I  hold  in  mjhand  a  doon- 
ment  containing  sundry  resolutions  and  a  me- 
morial, adopted  at  one  of  the  largest  public 
meetings  ever  convened  in  New  Orleans,  on 
any  preceding  oooast(»i,  which  it  be«Hnes  my 
dnty,  as  the  co-representative  of  Louisiana  on 
this  floor,  to  commonicate  to  the  Boiate.  And 
I  will  also  take  leave  to  obsorre,  though  it  may 
he  disagreeable  to  the  eara  of  ainne  gentlemen, 
that  that  meeting  was  emnpoeed  of  every  de- 
scription of  peraoni,  vithost  distinction  as  to 
party,  Jaokaon  men  and  onti-Jac&son  men,  ad- 
nunistration  and  anti-administanti<Hi  men,  sup- 
porters and  <^ponents  of  the  present  admiaistra- 
HfttL  The  proceedings  had  at  ttiat  meeting 
were  rigned  by  its  chairman,  Hr.  Oakey,  who 
has  been,  from  the  earliest  pniod  of  the  an^- 
tiona  of  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  for  pohtioal 
power  and  high  official  statioq,  down  to  the  pres- 
ent moment,  through  good  and  throngh  evil  re- 
port one  oi  his  most  ardent,  aotive,  and  aeal- 
ous  mends,  spending  more  money,  and  consum- 
ing more  time  in  aid  of  the  canse,  than  any 
otEec  nun  known  to  me  in  tlurt  State. 


say  it  in  no  term  of  reproach  to  that  gentle- 
man, but  am  happy  to  avail  myself  of  this  pub-i 
lie  occsmon  to  bear  testimony  in  favor  of  his 
most  excellent  character,  believing,  as  I  do,  th^ 
whatever  he  has  done  in  partisan  acts  in  aid  of 
this  adminiBtrsticm,  has  been  done  with  the 
purest  and  most  patriotic  motives.  I  hare 
thought  it  proper  to  be  thus  minute  and  cir- 
onmstantuk],  in  order  to  show  that  the  meeting 
was  not  devised  and  got  up  in  aid  of  part/ 
views  and  party  purposes,  but  wholly  and  ez- 
(dnrively  for  the  intents  and  purposes  set  forth 
in  the  memorial. 

These  resolutions  and  memorial  state  facts 
that  no  dedarations,  however  bold  and  reckless, 
can  deny ;  nor  ai^uments,  however  eloquent, 
ingenioos,  and  arunlly  woven,  can  weaken. 
It  states  the  deep  and  abiding  distress  of  the 
people,  I  mean  the  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial people  of  Louisiana,  who,  notwithstanding 
tiieir  hraetofore  successnd  enterprise,  have  noL 
in  this  dark  hoor  d  peenniary  distress  and 
want,  been  able  to  shield  tiienueires  from  its 
ruinous  oonseqnenees.  Their  rich  and  ftrtile 
lands,  aided  as  they  have  been  "bj  the  hands  of 
thor  skilfid  and  indnstriow  enltivators,  haTo  in 
vain  yielded  forth  their  accustomed  rich  fruits 
and  abundant  harvests;  they  remain  without 
demand,  or  are  taid  at  prices  far  and  minouslT 
below  the  reasonable  and  just  expectations  of 
those,  by  the  sweat  whose  brows,  and  the 
toil  (a  whose  handi^  th^  hare  been  prodneed. 


Tbossdax,  Harcii  20. 

jReeharterinff  Sanh  United  StaU$. 

On  motion  d  Mr.  Wkbr«b,  the  Senate  re> 
somed  the  consideration  of  his  motion  for  leave 
to  Introduce  a  biU  to  cootinn^  for  a  limited 
time,  the  charter  of  the  Bank  <rf  the  iTi^ted 
States. 

Hr.  Wbioht  said  it  was  not  hii  purpose  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  d  the  ^at  principlea 
involved  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  upon  the  ta- 
ble. Bis  object  in  obtaining  the  floor,  upon  a 
former  day,  had  been  to  reply  to  some  Uiings 
which  had  fallen  from  the  honorable  Benator 
from  Yirginia,  (Mr.  Lugh,)  and  to  notice  a  faw 
remarks  made  by  the  honorable  chairman  vf 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  (Mr.  'WibstbbJ 
when  he  offered  the  hill.  He  must,  he  niiL 
however,  be  permitted  to  ecmgratiUate  himself 
that  tiM  Seuue  had  now  reached  what  he  had, 
from  the  omnmaioement  d  the  session,  con- 
sidered the  true  question  before  Congress  and 
the  country— the  question  of  "bank  or  no 
bank; "  the  qnestiim  whether  the  present  Bank 
d  the  United  States  should  be  reohartered  for 
any  period  of  time,  or  whether  any  national 
bank  should  be  created  by  the  authority  of 
Congress,  after  the  expiration  of  tite  charter  of 
tiie  present  bank.  These  qaestions,  he  consid- 
ered, mast  be  involved  in  tite  present  discus- 
Edon,  and  be  must  be  permitted  farther  to  con- 
gratulate himself  tfaat,  as  to  the  constitutional 
power  of  Coiigr«i9  to  pass  .the  UU  now  under 
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consideration, '  or  any  bill  to  charter  a  bank 
similar  to  that  now  existing,  the  opinions  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Tir^ia  (Mr. 
Lboh)  and  his  ovn  perfectljr  coindded.  The 
htmoraUe  Senator  did  not  bdioTe,  nor  did  he 
hinuelf  bdieve,  that  Oongress  possessed  aoj 
snoh  power,  aait  therefore,  so  far  as  their  ac- 
tion was  £onoemed,  no  snch  bank  coold  exist 
after  the  year  1886,  when  the  charter  of  the 
present  bank  will  expire  by  its  own  limitation. 
Mr.  W,  said  be  would  not  attempt  to  repeat  tbe 
argamenta  which  the  honorable  Senator  bad 
BO  happily  nsed,  in  his  clear  and  strong  manner, 
to  establish  the  correctness  of  their  opinions. 
Any  attempt  by  him  to  do  so  might  weaken 
what  had  been  so  well  and  so  concisely  stud  by 
the  Senator ;  bat  be  wonld  detain  the  Senate 
to  add  one  view  of  this  subject,  which  had  not 
been  taken  by  the  honorable  Senator,  and  which 
had  Btrac^  his  nund  with  great  force.  Upon 
all  fonner  occasions,  when  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  charter  a  bank  had  been  under  disoos- 
sion,  referenee  had  been  made  to  that  clause 
^the  constitation  which  reads  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

"The  CongresB  shill  haTS  power  to  make  all 
tftWB  which  slull  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 
ing into  execation  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  by  tiSa  cooatitation  in  the 
OoTemment  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 
ment or  office  thereof." 

All,  Mr.  W.  said,  as  he  nnderstood,  had  for- 
merly argued  that  this  necessity  most  be  shown 
before  the  power  could  be  inforred,  and  he  had 
also  nnderstood  tliat  all  had  admitted  that  this 
oonsUtnlional  necessi^  mnst  be  a  neoessity 
growing  out  of  the  wants  of  the  Gorermnent, 
and  not  out  of  the  wants  of  badness ;  that  it 
must  be  a  neoessity  arising  from  the  collection, 
distribution,  and  disbarsement  of  the  public 
revenaes,  not  out  of  the  wants  of  the  commer- 
cial interests,  the  mercantile  interests,  the  man- 
ufacturing interests,  or  any  other  branch  of  la- 
bor and  enterprise ;  that  it  most  be  a  neoessity 
growing  out  of  the  wants  of  the  public  Treasory 
and  the  administration  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  and  not  out  of  the  wants  of  the  indi- 
vidual citizens.  What,  Mr.  Freudent,  (sfud  Mr. 
W.,)  have  we  hewd  urged  aa  oonaldtnting  this 
neoeadty,  in  the  whole  ooorae  of  this  debate,  in 
all  the  Tarioui  sh^»ee  andforms  in  which  it  has 
been  carried  on  in  this  body  for  now  about  four 
months  ?  The  wants  of  ordinary  business,  the 
demand  for  capital,  the  regulation  of  ndumges, 
the  importance  of  a  uniform  paper  currency ;  not 
the  wants  of  the  Treasury.  These  last,  sir,  nave 
not  been  mentioned  in  the  oomparison,  while 
the  former  are  made  the  indisputable  evidence 
that  a  bank  is  necessary.  Sir,  sfud  Mr.  W.,  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury  alone,  can  constitute  tiits  constitution- 
al neoesnty.  The  wants  of  business  cannot  be 
tiie  legitimate  subjects  of  c(midderation  for  those 
who  seek  to  derive  the  power  to  charter  a  bank 
from  this  provision  or  the  constitntion.  He 
laid  he  was  one  of  those  who  did  not  believe 


[Much.  18M. 

that  any  power  whatever  was  granted  to  Con- 
gress by  this  proviMon,  much  less  the  power 
to  ohu^r  a  bank ;  but  he  must  believe  that 
those  who  did  infer  snoh  a  power  from  it, 
would,  at  least,  admit  the  neoesnty  must  be 
such  a  one  as  the  constitution  contemplated, 
and  that  the  constitution  could  not  have  con- 
templated any  other  than  a  necessi^  connected 
with  the  colleotion,  distribution,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  revennes  of  the  Government,  not 
the  ordinary  necesntiea  of  trade  and  exchange. 
These  last  were  the  wants  which  gentlemen 
feared  the  State  banks  could  not  supply,  though 
they  were  willing  to  engage  to  coUeot  and  dis- 
tribute the  |>ublic  moneys  upon  the  same  terms 
that  the  Umted  States  Bank  had  done  it  He 
begged  the  Senate  to  look  at  this  view  of  the 
case  before  they  permitted  a  necessity,  imagi- 
nary <n-  real  unknown  to  the  otmstitutionf  to 
influence  thdr  action. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  President,  by  the  honor- 
able Senator,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  we  must  have  a 
national  bank;  and  what,  sir,  is  the  reason 
urged,  as  conclusive  upon  us,  bo  establish  tiie 
position?  It  is  the  existence  of  the  present 
pressure  upon  the  money  market  of  the  coun- 
try, Bud  to  exist,  in  contemplation  of  the  wind- 
ing; up  of  the  present  Ijank.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
this  proves  to  me  merely,  not  that  we  want  a 
bank,  but  that  we  have  a  bank.  Whence  does 
the  distress  and  pressure  complained  of  pro< 
oeed  f  It,  no  doubt,  has  its  ori^  in  a  com- 
plication of  causes,  among  which  a  general 
system  of  orer-traoiDg  and  the  change  of  the 
revenue  laws  are  among  the  most  important ; 
but  I  cannot  doubt  tbAt  by  far  the  most  power- 
ful cause,  at  this  time  in  operation,  is  tibe  nostile 
attitude  which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
has  thought  it  for  her  interest  to  assume  towards 
the  State  banks.  We  have  it  in  evidence  among 
the  doonmente  of  Oongress,  upon  the  oath  of 
the  chief  officer  of  the  haak,  Mr.  Biddle  Mm- 
seli^  that  that  institution  has  tiie  power  to 
crush  the  State  banks  at  pleasure ;  that  they 
exist  by  its  clemency  alone,  and  not  because  it 
has  not  the  power  to  shut  their  doors.  The 
evidences  of  a  disposition  to  exert  that  power, 
have,  for  the  last  faw  months,  becm  stirong  and 
numerouB.  Have  we  not  heard  it  precuoted, 
Mr.  Preddent,  from  all  tAAaa  (tf  this  chamber, 
that  the  State  banks  would  be  compelled  to 
stop  spede  payments  within  a  short  period  of 
timet  Have  we  not  seen  the  bank  presses 
calling  on  the  community  to  make  runs  upon 
;  those  oanks,  telling  the  poor  laborer  who  bad 
a  five  dollar  note  of  a  State  bank  to  call  and 
get  the  specie  for  it  before  it  became  a  value- 
less rag  iu  his  pocket  1  Oan  these  indications 
have  been  mis^en,  sir  f  In  the  State  which 
I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  here,  I 
am  happy  to  knoi&that  they  have  not  either  been 
mistaken  or  disregarded ;  and  I  hope  I  may  not 
find  myself  mistaken  iu  the  belief  that  the 
banks  w  that  State  are  prnwred  to  meat  the 
blow  intendad  fbr  them,  Fnna  the  latest  adp 
Tioes  I  have  recrived,  I  am  anthorixed  to 
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pose  that  they  have  withdrawn  from  circula- 
tion and  redeemed  from  $4,000,000  to  $5,000,000 
of  their  notes,  within  the  last  sixty  or  seventy 
days.  The  effect  of  this  extensive  cortailment 
upon  the  meTohants,  and,  Indeed,  apon  all 
classes  of  the  community,  must  be  severe,  but 
self-protection  and  self-preservation  require  the 
ooaree  at  Hia  hands  <n  tlie  banks,  and  they 
have  no  volition.  It  voold  be  madnww  tm 
tima  not  to  ^trepan  finr  their  defanoe,  when 
they  are  pnbhdy  told  that  this  immense  mon- 
eyed power,  witii  $86,000,000  of  capital  at 
ccomnand,  is  about  to  aim  a  deadly  blow  at 
them;  when  they  know  it  baa  vaunted  its 
power  over  them,  and  proved  upon  oath  that 
Its  forbearance  was  the  tenure  by  which  they 
held  their  existence.  The  banks,  then,  cannot 
extend  themselves  while  this  all-powerful  enemy 
stands  ready  to  take  the  first  advantage  of  their 
exposure,  and  to  push  it  to  their  ruin.  Sir,  is 
there  any  other  cause  for  this  rapid  curtail- 
ment, and  this  close  defensive  pontion  assumed 
by  the  State  fawka  t  I  know  of  none.  There 
can  be  n<»ie.  There  is  no  pecnliar  demand  for 
Bpede  nowing  out  o(  the  state  of  trade  and 
the  o(niaiti<Mi  exchange ;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, the  reverse  is  to  a  greater  extent  true  than 
it  has  been  at  any  former  period  of  our  history. 
Specie  is,  at  this  moment^  abnndant  in  the 
country,  and  its  flow  is  to,  not  from  ns. 

I  cannot,  then,  be  misti^en  when  I  say,  that 
if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  cease 
its  efforts  for,  and  its  hopes  of,  a  re-existence, 
and  would  endeavor  to  perform  its  duty  to 
the  country,  b^  closing  its  affurs  with  as  little 
injury  as  possible  to  any  individual  or  public 
interest,  the  State  banks  would  be  able  to 
extotd  thdr  loana,  oonfidenoe  would  be  restored, 
and  the  preamre  opon  the  mon^  market  would 
Boon  cease.  Awnhenrion,  a  Jut  apprehen- 
Am  of  the  homle  movements  of  this  great 
Institution,  is  the  most  powerful  cause  of  the 
present  scarcity  of  money.  This  sciuvity  most 
exist  so  long  as  this  apprehensioo  continues. 
How,  thra,  is  it  to  be  allayed,  would  seem  to 
be  the  pertinent  inquiry  1  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Maseaohusetta  answers  us  by  the 
bill  upon  yoor  table.  Beoharter  the  bank; 
appease  the  monster  by  prolonging  its  existence 
and  increaung  its  power  I  I  say,  Ko,  sir;  but 
act  promptly  and  reAise  its  wish ;  destroy  its 
,  hop6  of  a  reoharter,  and  yon  destroy  its  in- 
dooemmt  to  be  hostile  to  theBtateinatitntionB. 
A  diffisrent  interest,  the  interest  of  its  itodc- 
liddws  to  wind  up  lis  affidrs  as  profitably  to 
fhemselves  as  posnble,  becomes  its  ruling  object, 
and  will  direct  its  policy.  The  more  prosper- 
ons  the  country,  the  more  plenty  the  money  of 
other  institutions,  the  more  easi^  and  sitfely 
can  this  object  be  accomplished ;  and  every 
hope  of  a  continued  existence  being  destroyed, 
that  this  will  be  the  object  of  the  bank  is  as 
certain  as  that  its  moneyed  interest  governs  a 
moneyed  inoorporation.  Ur.  President,  this  is 
nnqnestiouably  the  opimon  oi  the  oonatry. 
Look^  dr,  at  ue  filet  m  inemoriala .  vpcai  toot 


table,  and  however  widely  he  may  differ  as  to 
their  views  of  the  bank,  they  all  hold  to  you 
this  language,  "  Act  speedily,  and  finally  setde 
the  question." 

But  we  are  told,  sir,  that  the  country  cannot 
sustain  the  winding  up  of  the  afilairs  of  this  bank. 
Is  this  BO  t  What  does  experience  teach  us  upon 
this  snl^ectt  The  old  Bank  d  the  United 
States,  iritUn  four  months  of  the  dose  of  its 
charter,  was  more  extended  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  its  capital  than  the  present  bank 
is  at  this  moment,  and  BtiU  it  is  almost  two 
years  to  the  close  of  its  charter.  The  old  bank 
struggled  as  this  doee  for  a  re-existence;  the 
country  was  then  alarmed,  memorials  in  favor 
of  the  bank  were  then,  as  now,  piled  upon  the 
tables  of  the  members  of  Congress ;  the  cries 
of  distress  rung  through  these  haUs  then  a& 
distinctiy  as  they  now  do ;  nay,  more,  gentle- 
men were  then  sent  here  from  the  commercial 
cities  to  be  examined  apon  oath,  before  tbe 
committees  of  Oongress,  to  prove  tJbe  existence 
and  the  extent  of  the  disbess;  buidness  waa 
then  in  a  state  of  the  ntmost  dein-es^n  in  all 
parts  of  the  UnicKi;  commerce  was  literally 
suspended  by  the  restrictive  measures  of  the 
Government;  trade  was  dull  beyond  any 
former  example;  property  of  all  kinds  was 
unusually  depressed  in  price ;  and  the  coQntry 
was  on  tiie  eve  of  a  war  witii  the  most  powerfiU 
nation  in  the  world.  Still  Oongress  was  un- 
moved, and  the  old  bank  was  not  reohartered, 
Suoh  is  the  history  of  that  period,  and,  with 
the  final  action  of  Congreea,  all  knowledge  of 
the  distress  ceased.  Who  has  ever  heard  of 
disasters  to  the  business  of  the  country  pro- 
ceeding from  the  windbig  up  of  the  old  bank  f 
I,  dr,  can  find  no  trace  of  any  sooh  oonse- 
qnenoes.  ■  I  do  find  that,  in  a  pwiod  of  aboot 
eighteen  nwnths  after  the  ^iration  of  the 
charter,  the  bank  disposed  of  its  otiier  oUlga- 
tions,  and  divided  to  its  stockholders  about 
eighty-eight  per  cent,  upon  their  stock. 

It  is  now  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  the 
oonntry  is  rich  and  prosperons  in  an  unusnal 
d^ee;  property  of  all  kinds  is  abundant; 
commerce  is  free  and  extensive  and  fionriahing, 
and  business  of  every  description  is  healthful 
and  vigorous.  then,  we  cannot,  in  this  con- 
dition of  things,  sustain  the  closing  of  the  affairs 
of  this  great  moneyed  incorporation,  it  is  safe  to 
assume  that  the  country  will  never  see  the 
time  when  it  can  do  it  Ortnt  it  longer  life 
and  deeper  root,  and  in  viUn  dull  we  try  in 
future  to  sh  Ae  it  flrom  na.  It  will  dictate  its 
own  terms,  and  command  its  own  existence. 
Indeed,  Mr.  Frerident,  the  whole  tendency  of 
the  honorable  Senator's  a^mnent,  seemed  to 
me  to  be  to  prove  thet  necessity  of  a  perpetual 
bank  of  Uiis  description,  and  we  have  been 
repeatedly  told,  during  the  debate  of  Uie  last 
three  months,  that  this  free,  and  rich,  and 
prosperous  oonntry,  cannot  get  on  without  a 
gtetA  moneyed  power  of  vaia  description  to 
regulate  ita  afiUrs.  The  IhU  before  the  Senate 
^eposes  to  repeal  the  mcmc^oUdng  proridoiL 
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in  the  existing  chart«r»  and  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator tallB  na  that  thia  is  to  be  done  that  Oongreas 
within  the  nx  jeers  dvot  which  thia 
is  to  eztoid  tiie  life  (Hf  the  i)resent  bank,  estab- 
liih  a  neir  bank  to  take  its  place,  and  into 
vUch  the  affUn  of  the  old  may  be  transfarred,  so 
as  to  be  finally  closed  withont  a  shock  to  the 
ooontry.  this  Is  not  the  relief-I  seek.  Ify 
object  is  the  entire  disoontinuance  and  eradica- 
tion of  this  or  any  sinular  insdtntion.  We 
are  told  the  distresses  of  the  ootmtry  will  not 
permit  this  now.  When,  sir,  will  it  ever  permit 
it  better  I  When  will  the  tmie  come  that  this 
odioQs  institution  can  be  finally  dosed  with  leas 
distress  than  now  I  Kever,  while  tiaptdity 
obeys  its  fixed  laws. 

This  distress,  Mr.  President,  did  not  exist 
when  we  left  ov  homes ;  we  heard  not  of  it 
flieii ;  it  eommenoed  with  the  (wmmanoanent 
of  our  debates  here;  and  I  doobt  not  It  will 
end  when  onr  debates  end,  and  oar  final  action 
is  known,  wbaierer  may  be  the  result  to  which 
we  8hallarriT&  It  most  neoessarily  be  tenqxH 
nry ;  and  it  does  not  prove  to  my  mind  the 
neoesnty  of  a  bank,  bnt  the  mischlefe  a  bank 
mi^  Iffodnoe.  I  care  not  whether  it  be  or  be 
not  in  the  power  of  the  bank  to  ameliorate 
tlie  erila  now  complained  of.  That  it  can  oanse 
them  in  any  manner,  is  proof  that,  if  the  dispo- 
sition exifiC,  it  can  cause  them  at  ^easnre,  and 
this  very  fiet  is  the  strongest  eviaenoe,  to  my 
mind,  that  no  institation,  with  sooh  a  power, 
ought  to  exist  in  this  country. 

Sir,  the  subject  of  our  present  aotion  inTdves 
two  great  princi|des:  one  <tf  oonatitaticual 
power,  and  one  of  aoremmental  expediency. 
Upon  neither  should  onr  acti<m  be  governed 
sottdy  by  ctmstdwationa  of  temporary  derange- 
mtmt  and  ^stress  in  the  mon^  market  Bernl- 
nons  in  trade  and  bnriness  and  pecuniary 
affairs  will  hs^peo.  They  must  be  temporary ; 
the  eonntry  will  restore  itsel£  and  money  will 
agun  be  plenty ;  but  the  settlement  of  impor- 
tant i^oiples  must  involre  consequences  of  an 
enduring  oharaoter— conseqoenoes  which  will 
exert  an  for  good  or  evil,  through  all 

timau 


StouLT,  ICanb  SI. 

Pvblic  Dift^m, 

ICr.  OL&.T  he  had  been  denrons  fbr  some 
days  past  of  an  opportunity  of  presenting  to 
the  Senate  a  memorial,  bnt  had  not  been  able 
to  do  it,  in  consequence  of  the  intervention  of 
other  badness.  It  was  a  memorial  ngned  by 
upwards  of  three  thousand  persona.  <uerks  of 
mercantile  men,  and  others  engaged  in  trade, 
in  the  city  of  Kew  York.  The  memorial 
oaiae  from  a  class  of  men  embracing  almost 
every  variety  of  situation ;  men,  old  and  yonog, 
married  men  and  siogle  men.  The  m^ority  of 
these  men  are  without  eapltal  or  property  of 
any  kind,  other  than  that  {ffobity,  indnstey, 
sad  pnUio  otrnfldwOTy  wUoh  obtains  for  them 


bufflneas,  and  the  others  are  men  of  small  cap- 
ital The  memorial  came  from  a  class  of  men 
which,  he  was  informed,  was  highly  intelligent 
and  respectable.  They  did  not  prononoe  ueir 
opinicM  on  the  oinses  whloh  haire  {vodnoed  Un 
distress  and  pecuniary  embsrassment,  of  which 
daily  and  hourly  such  afflicting  evidmoe  U  re- 
ceived:  bnt  thciy  bear  testimony  to  the  exist* 
ence  «  that  distress,  of  which  nobody  doubtn 
They  pray  Congress  to  aflbrd  such  remedy  as 
the  urgency  cit  the  case  demands.  The  pqMr 
was  not  hxig,  Hr.  O.  said,  and  he  would  tain 
the  Uber^  to  read  it  fiv  the  tnfiinnatioa  of  the 
SenatSw 

^ere  Kr.  Ola.t  read  the  memorial} 
While  np,  3Cr.  0.  said,  as  it  was  somewhat 
diflBoult^  owing  to  the  number  of  petitions  in 
the  hands  of  genUemeo,  to  get  an  opportonily 
to  present  we  to  the  Soutoi  he  wonla  pgissnt 
anothOT  petition  on  fiia  same  anlfleot,  and  wovU 
move  that  both  tiie  memoriah  be  reterad  at 
the  same  time.  This  second  mcsnorial  was  fhxn 
a  large  number  of  traders  from  as  many  as  ten 
difiierent  States  in  the  valley  of  the  Kinisdpi^ 
who  happened  lately  to  be  in  Philadelpma 
where  utey  were  called  in  the  oonrsa  of  tneir 
busiuess,  for  tiie  purpose  oi  laying  in  ib«r  stock 
of  goods  for  the  season.  These  men  were 
engaged  in  every  varied  of  trade,  were  of 
every  political  party,  though  they  ^ve  no  p<£t- 
icsl  character  to  th^  manorial  Many  of 
these  gentlemen  came  from  his.  Hi,  C's,  own 
State,  and  with  many  of  them  he  was  weQ  ao- 
qn^ted ;  and,  ftam  all  the  informatiMi  in  his 
possession^  he  was  gratified  to  say,  they  were 
intelligent  hi^ily  respectable,  and  of  character 
and  standing  in  society.  Hiey  were  men 
whose  course  of  business  makes  ttiem  well  In- 
formed of  the  omdition  of  affairs  in  the  sectioa 
of  country  they  come  from.  They  find  that  the 
state  of  exchange  greatly  embarrasses  their  busl- 
neu,  and  makes  them  exceedingly  anxious  for 
the  fotnre.  The  meeting  was  litogether  pro- 
misonons.  was  assembled  aoddentaUy,  and  the 
memorial  was  agreed  on  with  perfsct  unauimi^ 
vS  sentiment  As  it  was,  like  the  Kew  Tore 
memorial,  also  a  abort  one,  Iti.  0.  ssld  he 
would  also  take  the  liberty  of  reading  it  him- 
selL 

rUr.  Out  t]M&  read  fbe  nHmorisL] 

lAr.  0.  moved  that  tiia  nwmnrials  be  reAr- 

red  to  tiie  Oommittee  on  Knano^  and  be  priat- 

ed;  wUoh  motiMi  was  oarried. 

Nma  Jtrmff  MmoriaU. 
Mr.  SouTHABD  presented  five  memorials: 
one  from  three  c£  the  basks  of  Kew  Jersey,  and 
the  others  from  tiie  oounties  <tf  Monmouth,  Oloa- 
oester,  and  Hunterdon,  in  the  same  State,  com- 
plaining  of  the  pecuniary  embarrassments  of  the 
country,  whidi  they  attribute  to  the  removal 
of  the  public  depodts  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  ana pr^ioff^ restoratioiii 
witJi  such  other  measure  at  relief  is  Oongresi 
mi^devlse.  The menwriaBsts also expreas the 
t^iiiifn  that  the  instrnotiaiu  g^vMi  by  the  lag^ 
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latore  of  Kew  Jwsey  to  tlirar  Senators  in  Oon- 
gresB.  were  not  warranted  by  the  Mnse  of  the 
fWpM  of  that  State,  a  vast  majority  of  whom 
ynn  opposed  to  them. 

On  the  presentation  ot  tfaeee  memorials, 
]fr.  S.  spoke  for  nearly  an  hour  in  comment- 
inff  apon  their  contents,  ahowuig  the  nnmber 
and  respeetabilitr  of  the  signers,  enforcing  their 
prefer  for  the  refief  which  Congress  al<nie  conld 

MarfJandMmoridb, 

lb.  "Kxtn  wM  he  had  heea  Teqoested  to  pn- 
aent  to  the  Senate,  memorials  from  four  banks 
located  in  the  western  part  of  the  State  of 
Kftryland,  three  d  them  m  Frederick  city,  and 
one  in  'WiUiamspn^  in  'Washington  oonnfy. 
Those  from  Frederick  city  were  nlent  on  the 
Bohject  of  the  removal  <^  the  depomts,  fhongh 
decidedly  in  favor  of  the  recharter  oi  the 
of  the  United  States. 

I  vThese  memorials  are  couched  in  reepeotfol 
langaage,  and  I  beg  leare  to  state  to  the  Senate 
that  the  sabcribers  to  them  are  gentlemeu  of 
admowledged  intelligence  and  of  great  worth 
and  respectaWlitT  m  character;  pcmes^ig 
much  expoisaoe  m  their  Une  trf  tmanesB,  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  interests  of  their 
nrronn^ng  oomitry,  and  the  feelings  that 
perrade  its  popnlatioti.  Theee  memorialists 
xiaTe  been  conanotii^  for  years  banks  of  as 
nooh  solidity  as  any  in  the  State,  located  in  a  rich 
and  fertile  ooontry,  in  the  midst  of  a  poptilalion 
proverbial  for  their  skilfoLnnremitted  iodnstry 
and  great  frng^ty ;  and  be  assured,  Mr.  Fred- 
dent,  tbey  wcnld  soom  to  oome  here  with  any 
complunta,  tither  on  their  own  account  or 
that  of  their  enterprising  conntrymen,  nnless 
they  ha^  beoi  made  to  fod  the  pressure  that 
now  orerahadowB  oar  land,  and  CmI  it 

too. 

lii.  E.  moved  that  flie  memorials  he  refeorred 
to  the  Oommittee  (XL  Finance  and  printed ;  which 
wasoanied. 

SeAarUrmff  Bank  VniUd  Stata. 
The  Vice  PsBsmxnr  annonneed  the  first  spe- 
dal  mdat  to  be  the  granting  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  neharter  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

Vr.  Oalboith  said :  I  rise  in  order  to  avail  my- 
self of  an  early  opportmiity  to  enressmy  opinion 
on  the  measure  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Manachusetts.  and  the  gnestions  immediately 
connected  wita  It,  on  the  ground  that^  on  a  sub- 
ject so  immediatdy  connected  with  the  interests 
ffif  every  class  in  the  oommmiitiy,  there  dionld 
be  .an  early  dedarstion  of  fiidr  sentiments  by 
the  members  of  this  body,  so  that  aS  might 
know  wiaA  to  »pect,  and  on  what  to  calealate. 

I  shall  vote  for  the  motion  of  the  Senator, 
not  because  I  iq)prove  of  the  measure  he  pro- 
poses, but  becaose  I  connder  it  due,  in  courtesy, 
to  grant  leave,  unless  there  be  strong  reasons 
to  UM  oonbaiy,  which  is  not  the  case  in  this 
taatanoe ;  hat  wh&e  I  am  prQ>ared  to  vote  for 
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his  motion,  and,  kit  me  ad^to  do  ample  Jnatioe 
to  his  motives  for  bitrodndDg  the  bill,  I  cannot 
approve  of  the  measure  he  proposes.  In  every 
view  which  I  have  been  able  to  take,  it  is  oh- 
jectionable.  Among  the  objections,  I  place  the 
uncertainty  as  to  its  object   It  is  left  perfectly 

rn  to  oor^jecture,  whether  a  renewal  of  the 
rter  is  intended,  or  a  mere  continuance  with 
the  view  of  affording  the  bank  time  to  wind  up 
its  affairs ;  and  what  increases  tiie  uncertunty 
is.  if  we  compare  the  provioions  of  the  proposed 
bill  with  the  one  or  tne  other  of  these  objects, 
it  is  eqndly  unsolted  to  dther.  If  a  renewal 
of  the  obarter  be  intended,  six  years  is  too  short; 
if  a  oontlmtanee,  too  long.  I,  however,  state 
this  as  a  mere  minor  oljection.  There  is  an- 
other of  far  more  decisive  character ;  it  settles 
nothing,  it  leaves  every  thing  unfixed — it  perpet- 
uates the  present  struggle  which  so  injuriously 
agitates  the  country — a  stro^le  of  bank  against 
bank — d  one  set  of  (pinions  against  uiother ; 
and  prolongs  the  whol&  without  even  an  inter- 
vening annistioe,  to  the  year  1842 — a  period 
that  oovm  two  Fresidenlial  terms,  and,  by 
inevitable  oonaequenoe,  running,  for  two  suc- 
oesnve  Preridoitial  eleoticm^  the  politics  of 
the  ooantry  into  the  bank  question,  and  the 
bank  question  into  politics,  with  the  mutual 
corruption  which  must  be  engendered;  and, 
during  the  whole  period,  keeping  the  currency 
of  the  country,  which  ute  pubuo  interest  re- 
quires  dbould  have  the  utmost  stahflity,  In  a 
state  d  uncertidnty  and  fluctuation. 

But  why  should  I  pursue  the  objections  to 
the  plan  proposed  by  the  Senator  m>m  Kaaaa- 
ohueetts,  (Mr.  WzBsm.)  He  himself  a<^owl- 
edges  the  measure  to  be  defective,  and  that  he 
would  prefer  one  of  a  more  permanent  charac- 
ter. He  has  not  prop<H«d  this  as  the  best 
measure,  hut  has  brought  it  forward  under  a 
supposed  necessity — under  the  impression  tiiat 
9(naethliq;mQBt  bedone— something  prompt  and 
immediate— to  relieve  tiie  existing  digress  which 
overspreads  the  land.  I  oonenr  with  Um  In 
relation  to  the  distresfr— that  it  is  deep  and  ex- 
tenrive ;  that  it  fell  upon  ns  suddenly,  and  in  tibe 
midst  of  prosperity  almost  unexampled ;  that 
it  is  daily  consgnmg  hundreds  to  pover^  and 
nusety,  blasting  the  hopes  of  the  enterpiisiug, 
taking  employment  and  bread  from  the  uiborer, 
and  workmg  a  fearful  change  in  the  relative 
condition  of  the  moneyed  man  and  the  mcmey 
dealer  on  one  side,  and  the  man  of  business 
and  tiie  man  of  pnmerty  on  the  other — taking 
up  the  former  rapidly  to  the  top  of  the  whee^ 
wnilst  it  is  whirling  the  latter,  with  equal  ra- 
pidity, to  the  hotton.  While  I  tinis  agree  with 
the  Senator  as  to  the  disbvss^'  I  am  dso  sensible 
that  there  are  great  pnblio  emergencies  in  whi<^ 
no  permanent  relief  can  he  afforded,  and  whrai 
the  wisest  are  obliged  to  resort  to  expedients ; 
to  palliate  and  to  temporize  in  order  to  gain 
time,  witii  a  view  to  apply  a  more  ^ectual 
remedy ;  hut  there  are  also  emeigencies  of 
precisely  the  oppodte  character;  when  the  hMt 
and  most  permanent  is  the  only  practical  meoa- 
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vro;  and  when  mere  expedients  tend  but  to 
distract,  to  divide  and  oonfoond,  and  thereby 
to  delay  or  defeat  all  relief ;  and  snob,  viewed  in 
all  its  relations  and  bearing,  I  consider  tbe  pres- 
ent; ai^  that  the  Senator  from  Hassaohasetts 
has  not  also  so  considered  it,  I  atttibnte  to  the 
feet  that,  of  the  two  qaeetioiis  blended  in  the  snb- 
Ject  nnder  consideration,  he  has  ^ren  an  nndne 
prominence  to  that  which  has  hj  far  the  least 
relative  importance ;  I  mean  tbe  questions  of 
the  bank  and  of  ihe  cnrrencj.  As  a  mere 
bank  qnestion,  as  viewed  by  the  Senator,  it  wonld 
be  a  matter  of  bnt  little  unportanoe  whether 
the  reoewal  should  be  for  six  years,  or  for  a 
loDgerperiod;  and  a  preference  might  very  prob- 
ably be  given  to  one  or  the  other  as  it  might  be 
supposed  most  likely  to  snooeed ;  bnt  I  must  say, 
that,  in  m  j  opinion,  in  selecting  the  period  of  six 
yean,  he  has  taken  that  which  will  be  mncb  less 
likely  to  moceed  than  one  of  a  reasonable  and 
proper  dmation.  But  had  he  tuned  his  view  to 
the  other  and  more  prominent  qoestion  Involv- 
ed ;  had  he  regarded  ibta  qnestion  as  a  qnestion 
of  ciirrenc;f',  and  that  Uke  great  point  was  to 
^ve  it  nniformity,  permanency,  and  safety; 
that  in  effteting  these  essential  objects  the  buik 
is  a  mere  subordinate  agent,  to  be  nsed  or  not 
to  be  used,  and  to  be  modified  as  to  its  doration 
-  and  other  provisions  wholly  in  reference  to  the 
higher  qnestion  of  the  currency,  I  cannot  think 
he  would  ever  have  proposed  the  measure  which 
ho  has  brought  forward,  which  leaves,  as  I  have 
already  said,  every  thing  connected  with  the 
aalject  In  a  state  in  imoextaitttj  and  fluctuation. 

AU  feel  that  the  enrrency  ia  a  delioate  sub- 
ject, requiring  to  be  touched  with  the  utmost 
caution;  bnt  in  order  that  it  may  he  seen,  as 
well  as  felt  why  it  is  so  delicate,  why  slight 
touches,  either  in  depressing  or  elevating  it, 
aetata  and  convulse  the  whole  community,  I 
will  pause  to  explain  the  cause.  If  we  take 
the  a^regate  property  of  a  community,  that 
'^-^hic^  ^nns  the  currency,  constitutes,  in  value,  a 
very  small  propcntion  of  the  whole.  What 
this  proportion  is  in  our  country  and  other 
commercial  and  trading  communities,  is  some- 
what uncertfun.  I  speak  conjecturally  in  fixing 
it  as  one  to  twenty-five  or  thirty,  though  I  pre- 
sume tiiat  is  not  fax  from  tbe  brutb ;  and  yet 
this  small  proportion  of  the  property  of  the 
oommnnity  regulates  the  value  of  all  the  rest, 
and  forms  the  medium  oi  oircnlation  by  which 
all  ita  exohanges  are  effected ;  bearing,  in  this 
respect,  a  striking  similarity,  considering  the 
diversity  of  the  subjects,  to  the  blood  in  the 
human  or  animal  system. 

If  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  laws  which 
govern  the  circulation,  we  shall  find  one  of  the 
most  important  to  be,  that,  as  the  circulation 
is  decreased  or  increased,  the  rest  of  the  prop- 
erty will,  all  other  circumstances  remuning  the 
same,  be  decreased  or  increased  in  value  ex- 
actly in  the  same  proportion.  To  illustrate :  If 
a  community  should  nave  an  aggregate  amount 
of  property  of  thirty-one  millions  or  dollars,  of 
vmdt  one  million  oonstitatea  ita  oonency; 
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if  that  one  million  be  reduced  one-tenth  part, 
that  is  to  say,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
the  value  of  the  rest  wiU  be  reduced  in  like 
manner  one-tenth  part,  that  is,  three  milHona 
of  dollars.  And  here  a  very  important  &ot 
discloses  itself  whioh  explauu  wnr  the  cur- 
rency should  be  touched  with  sooh  duiiacy,  and 
why  stability  and  nni&rmity  an  siwh  esscoUial 
qualities ;  I  mean,  that  a  small  abaohite  reduc- 
tion of  the  currency  makes  a  great  abadnto 
reduction  of  tbe  value  of  the  entire  proper^  of 
the  community,  as  we  see  in  the  case  suppMed: 
where  a  reduction  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  the  currency  reduces  the  aggre- 
gate Tfdue  of  property  three  millions  of  dollars, 
a  sum  thirty  times  n«ater  than  the  reduction 
of  tbe  currency.  From  this  results  an  Im- 
IK>rtant  consideration.  If  we  suppose  tbe  en- 
tire currency  to  be  in  the  han^  of  one  portion 
of  the  community,  and  the  property  in  the 
hands  of  the  other  portion,  tiie  former,  by  hav- 
ing the  current  in  thor  possesBion,  might 
oontrol  the  value  of  all  the  property  of  the 
community,  and  possess  ihemsdves  of  it  at  their 
pleasure.  Take  tbe  case  already  selected,  and 
suppose  that  those  who  hold  the  currency  di- 
mmish it  one-half  by  abstracting  it  from  cu^- 
Lation ;  the  effect  of  which  would  be,  to  reduce 
thecurcnlation  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars: 
the  value  of  property  would  also  be  reduced 
one-hal^  that  is,  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  Let 
the  process  be  reversed,  and  tJie  money  ab- 
stracted gradually  restored  to  oircnlaUou,  and 
the  value  of  the  propertj  would  again  be  in- 
creased to  thirl7  miUions.  It  must  be  obvious, 
that  by  alternating  these  processes,  and  pur- 
chasing at  the  point  of  the  greatest  depreuion 
when  the  circmation  is  the  least,  and  selling  at 
tbe  point  of  the  greatest  Novation  when  it  is 
tbe  fullest,  tbe  supposed  moneyed  class,  who 
could  at  pleasure  ino^ase  or  dinunish  the  circu- 
lation, by  abstracting  or  restoring  it,  might  also 
at  pleasure  control  the  entire  property  of  the 
country.  Let  it  be  ever  borne  in  mind,  that 
the  exchangeable  value  of  the  circulating  me- 
dium, compared  with  the  property  and  the  buM- 
nesB  of  the  community,  remains  fixed,  and  can 
never  be  diminished  or  increased  by  increasing 
or  diminishing  its  qomtity :  whQe,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  exchangeable  value  of  uie  property 
compared  to  the  currency,  must  increase  or 
decrease  with  every  additton  or  diminntion  ot 
tbe  latter.  It  results  from  this  that  there  is  a 
dangerous  antagonist  rel^ion  between  those 
who  hold  or  command  the  enrrency  and  the 
rest  of  the  community ;  bnt,  fortunately  for 
the  country,  the  holders  of  property  and  of  the 
currency  are  so  blended  as  not  to  oonstitute 
separate  classes.  Tet,  it  is  worthy  of  remark — 
it  deserves  strongly  to  attract  the  attention  of 
those  who  have  charge  of  the  public  aff^rs — 
that  under  the  operation  of  the  banking  as- 
tern, and  that  particulu  distribution  of  prop- 
erty existing  in  the  sh^  ot  orecUt  or  stodu^ 
pubUo  and  private,  which  so  strikingly  diatin- 
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there  is  a  strong  teudencj  to  create  a  separate 
moneyed  inter^  accompanied  with  all  the 
dangers  which  must  necessarily  result  from  snch 
Reparation,  which  deserrea  to  be  most  careftdly 
watched  and  resisted, 

yath  these  imprearf<8u,  and  emtertfdDing  a 
de^  conviotiTO  tnat  an  unfixed,  mutable,  and 
flncto^iig  enrrenQr  is  to  be  ranked  among  the 
most  frnitfal  aonrcea  of  ©ril,  whether  viewed 
pcAidoally  or  in  reference  to  the  bnsineas  trans- 
actions ot  the  country.  I  cannot  give  my  con- 
sent to  any  measnre  that  does  not  place  the 
onrrencj  on  a  solid  fonndation.  If  I  thought 
this  determination  wonld  delay  the  relief  so  ne- 
cessary to  mitigate  the  present  calamity,  it 
wonld  be  to  me  a  snhjeot  of  the  deepest  regret. 
I  fed  that  sympathy,  which  I  tmst  I  onght, 
for  the  Buffering  of  so  many  of  my  fellow- 
citizena,  who  see  their  hopes  daily  withered ; 

L however,  console  myself  with  the  reflection 
It  delay  will  not  be  the  result,  bat  on  the 
oontraxT,  relief  will  be  hastened,  by  the  view 
wMdi  I  take  of  the  sntject.  I  hold  it  im- 
poarible  that  taij  thing  can  be  effected  TynxA- 
ing  thesabjeot  asamerebankquesticni.  view- 
ed in  that  hght,  the  opinions  of  this  House,  and 
of  the  other  branch  of  Oongress,  are  probably 
definitively  made  np.  In  the  Senate,  it  is  known 
that  we  have  three  parties,  whose  views,  con- 
sidering it  as  a  bank  qnestion,  appear  to  be  ir- 
reconcilable. All  hope,  then,  or  relief,  most 
centre  in  taking  a  more  elevated  view,  and  in 
considering  it  in  its  tme  light  as  a  sabject  of 
currency.  Tbns  regarded^  I  shall  be  snrprised 
if^  on  bUl  investigation,  tbere  will  not  appear 
remaAable  ooincadenoe  of  opinionj  even  be- 
tween those  whose  views,  on  a  slight  mspection, 
would  seem  to  be  contradictory.  Let  ns  then 
proceed  to  the  investigation  of  the  snbject  nnder 
the  aspect  which  I  have  proposed. 

What,  then,  is  the  onrrency  of  the  United 
States !  What  its  present  state  and  condition  f 
These  are  the  qnestions  which  I  propose  now  to 
consider,  with  a  view  of  ascertuning  what  is 
the  disease  1  what  the  remedy,  and  what  the 
means  of  applying  it,  that  may  be  neoessary 
to  restore  onr  onrrency  to  a  sound  condition ! 

The  legal  cnrrency  of  this  country — that  in 
which  alone  debts  can  be  discharged  according 
to  law,  are  certain  sold,  tUTW.  and  copper 
ocdns,  coined  at  the  nunt  of  the  Umted  States, 
and  iSBoed  by  tiielr  anthori^,  under  an  ez- 
prras  provimon  of  the  constitution.  Such  is 
tb»  law.  What  now  are  the  facts  f  That  the 
currency  consists  almost  ezdnsively  of  bank 
notM;  gtAA.  having  entirely  dis^peared,  and 
silver  in  a  great  measure,  ezpelled  by  banks 
instituted  bj  twenty-five  distinct  and  independ- 
ent powers,  and  notes  issued  under  the  author- 
itrf  of  the  direction  of  those  institutions.  They 
ore,  in  point  of  fact,  the  mint  of  the  United 
States.  They  coin  the  actual  money,  (for  such 
we  must  call  bank  notesO  and  regulate  its  issue 
and  consequently  its  value.  If  we  inquire  as 
to  thdr  number,  the  amount  of  their  issue,  and 
odier  drcnm  stances  oaloolated  to  diow  their 
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actual  condition,  we  shall  find  that,  so  rapid 
has  been  their  increase,  and  so  various  their 
changes,  that  no  accurate  information  can  bo 
had.  According  to  the  latest  and  best  tliat  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain,  they  number  at  least 
four  hundred  and  fifty,  tmh  a  capital  of  not 
less  than  one  hundred  and  fbrtj-five  mUlions  of 
doUara^  with  an  issue  exceeding  seventy  millions ; 
and  the  whole  of  this  immense  £&bric  standing 
upon  a  metallic  currency  of  less  than  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  of  which  the  greater  part  is 
held  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  we 
compare  the  notes  in  circulation  with  the  me< 
tallio  currency  in  their  vaults,  we  shall  find 
the  proportion  about  six  to  one;  and  if  we 
compare  the  latter  with  the  demands  that  may 
be  made  upon  the  banks,  we  shall  find  that  the 
proportion  is  about  one  to  eleven.  IS  we  ex- 
amine the  tendency  of  the  system  at  this  mo- 
ment, we  shall  find  that  it  is  on  the  increase- 
rapidly  on  the  increase.  There  is  now  pen^ng 
a  project  of  a  ten  million  bankbelbre  the  Iwift* 
lature  oi  Kew  York ;  but  recently  one  of  five 
millions  was  estabUshed  in  Eentui^y ;  within  a 
short  period  one  of  a  large  capital  was  established 
in  Tennessee ;  besides  others  in  agitation  in  sev- 
eral of  the  other  States.  [Here  Mr.  Posra^  of 
Louisiana,  said  that  one  of  eleven  millions  had 
Just  been  established  in  that  State.] 

This  increase  is  not  accidental  It  may  be 
laid  down  as  a  law,  that  where  two  currencies 
are  permitted  to  circulate  in  any  country,  one 
of  a  cheap  and  the  other  of  a  dear  material,  tiie 
former  necessarily  intends  to  grow  upon  the 
latter,  and  will  ultimately  expel  it  from  circu- 
lation, unless  its  tendencj  to  increase  be  re- 
stridned  by  a  powerftil  and  effident  che^k. 
Experience  tests  the  truth  of  this  remark  as 
the  history  of  the  banking  system  dearly  illus- 
trates. The  Senator  from  Massadiusetts  troJy 
sdd  that  the  Bank  of  England  was  derived  from 
that  of  Amsterdam,  as  ours  in  turn  are  from 
that  of  Ensland.  Throughout  its  progress,  tiie 
truth  of  what  I  have  stated  to  be  a  law  of  the 
system  is  strongly  evinced.  The  Bank  of  Am- 
sterdam was  merely  a  bank  of  depont — a  store- 
;  house  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  bullion  and  pre- 
cious metals  brought  into  that  commercial 
metroptdis,  through  all  the  channels  of  its 
widdy-extended  trade.  It  was  placed  nnder 
the  custody  of  the  dtr  authorities:  and,  on 
the  deposit,  a  certificate  was  issued  as  evidence 
of  the  fact,  whidi  was  transferable,  so  as  to 
entitie  the  holder  to  demand  the  return.  An 
important  fact  was  soon  ^sclosed ;  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  deponts  fiiight  be  withdrawn, 
and  that  the  residue  would  be  sufScient  to  meet 
the  returning  certificates ;  or,  what  is  the  same 
in  effect,  that  certificates  might  be  issued  with- 
out making  a  deposit  This  suggested  the  idea 
of  a  bank  of  discount  as  well  as  deposit  The 
fact  thus  disclosed  fell  too  much  in  with  l^e 
genius  of  the  system  to  be  lost,  and,  acoonling- 
ly,  when  transplanted  to  England,  it  suggested 
ma  idea  of  a  bank  of  disoovnt  and  of  depont; 
the  Tei7  essence  of  which  tona  of  boiling,  that 
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on  which  their  pro&t  depeods,  oouaiBti  in  issn- 
big  a  greater  amount  of  not«e  than  it  has  of 
specie  in  its  Taults.  Bitt  the  ayatem  ia  regu- 
larly progressinc  under  the  impulse  of  the  laws 
tiiat  govern  it,  from  its  preamit  form  to  a  mere 
paper  machine— «  maofame  for  folxiealiDg  and 
Ufuing  no  tea,  not  convertible  into  neoie.  Al- 
ready hai  it  onoe  reached  thia  oonoition,  both 
in  ^gland  and  the  United  Btatea,  and  frnn 
which  it  has  been  forced  back,  in  both,  to  a 
redemption  oi  its  notes,  with  great  diffiom^. 

Bnch  is  tiie  strong  tendmoy  of  onr  banks  to 
terminate  their  career  in  the  paper  system— -in 
an  open  snspenaion  of  specie  payment.  When- 
ever that  event  occnrs,  the  |Mi)greea  to  oonvnl- 
eion  uid  revtdntiou  will  be  rapid.  The  cnr- 
renc  J  will  become  local,  and  each  Btate  will 
have  a  powerful  interest  to  depreciate  its  cur- 
rency more  rapidly  than  its  neighbor,  aa  the 
meana,  at  ^  same  time,  of  exempting  itaelf 
firam  tiM  tma  of  the  QoremmeDt  and  dnwing 
tiiCoommeroaofthaoovntrytoitsportiL  This 
was  atroQgly  exemplified  after  the  iospeuion 
of  specie  p^rments  during  tiw  late  war,  when 
the  depreciation  made  the  most  rapid  progress, 
till  checked  by  tiie  eatabliahment  the  preaent 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  when  Um  for- 
eign trade  of  the  oonntry  waa  as  r^ldly  con- 
verging to  the  point  of  the  greatest  deprecia- 
tion, with  a  view  of  exempticHL  from  daties, 
paying  in  the  debased  cnirenqy  of  the 


What,  then,  ia  the  disease  which  afflicts  the 
qrstem;  what  the  remedy;  and  what  the 
means  of  a{mlying  itt  Tluse  are  the  qoestioDS 
which  I  ahaU  next  proceed  to  eonsidar.  What 
I  hare  already  stated  points  ont  tbe  diaBMe. 
Itconristain  a  great  ana  growing  disproportltm 
betwew  the  metallic  and  paper  cirotdation  of 
the  country,  effected  through  the  instramental- 
of  the  banks,  a  disproportion  duly  and 
hourly  increamng,  under  the  impulse  of  most 
powerful  eanses,  which  an  rapidly  acoeleratinff 
the  country  to  that  state  of  oonrulEdon  and 
revolution  which  I  have  indicated.  The  rem- 
edy is  to  arrest  its  future  prc^;rees,  and  to  di- 
minish the  existing  disproportion — to  increase 
the  metala,  and  to  diminish  the  paper — advanc- 
ing till  the  country  shidl  be  restored  to  a  sound, 
safe,  and  settled  oon^ion.  On  theee  two  p<nnts 
all  must  be  agreed.  There  is  no  man  w  any 
party,  c^wble  (rf  reflacttaig,  and  who  will  take 
the  pains  to  inform  himself,  but  must  agree  that 
onr  coneney  is  in  a  dangerous  condition,  and 
that  the  danger  is  tnoreanng ;  nor  is  thoe  any 
one  who  can  doubt  that  the  only  safe  and  effeo- 
tusl  remedy  is  to  diminish  the  disproportion  to 
which  I  luve  referred.  Here  the  extremes 
unite;  the  Senator  firom  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bxif- 
TOK,)  who  is  tiie  open  and  avowed  advocate  of 
a  pure  metallic  correnoy,  and  the  Senator  from 
Massachnsetts,  (Mr.  Webbteb,)  who  stands  here 
as  the  able  and  strenuous  advocate  of  the  bank- 
ing system,  are  on  this  point  united,  and  must 
move  from  it  in  tte  same  direotioD,  thou^  it 
BUf  ba  the  dedgnof  tlw  om  to  go  tbnn|^ 


and  of  the  other  to  halt  after  a  moderate  ad* 
vance. 

No  me  can  be  more  sensible  than  I  am  of 
Um  responsibility  that  must  be  incurred  in  pro- 
posing measures  on  questions  of  so  much  mag- 
nitude, and  which,  in  so  distracted  a  state  ot 
the  pnUio  mind,  must  aSiac^  seriously,  great 
and  mfiuMitial  interests.  Bnt  this  is  no  tims 
to  dmn  responsibility.  The  danger  is  great  and 
menacing,  and  delay  haardous,  if  not  minooa. 
While,  however,  I  would  not  Ukun,  I  have  not 
souf^  the  remnisibUity.  I  have  w^ted  Ibr 
othera,  and  had  uy  one  proposed  an  adequate 
remedy,  I  would  have  remained  mlwit.  And 
here,  sud  Mr.  0.,  let  me  esircas  the  de^  re* 
gret  which  X  fed,  that  the  aoministratioD,  with 
all  that  weight  of  auth(»ity  which  belongs  to 
its  power  and  immenae  patronage,  had  nc^  in- 
stead of  the  depont  question,  which  lias  oansed 
snoh  agitati<m  and  distresi^  taken  up  the  great 
snUeot  of  the  flmraaoy,  oamined  it  gravily 
and  delibentflly  in  all  its  bearings,  pointed  ool 
its  diseased  condition,  derignated  the  remedy, 
and  proposed  some  safe^gndoal,  and «A>etDal 
means  <h  applying  it.  Had  that  course  been 
puTBQod,  my  aealoos  and  hearty  ooOpcntfon 
would  not  have  bew  wanting. 

Whatever  diversity  of  aentiment  there  may 
be  as  to  the  means,  on  one  point  all  must  be 
agreed:  nothing  effectual  can  be  done;  no 
week  interposed  to  restors  or  arrest  the  pro- 
greas  ctf  tiie  ^^stem  by  the  action  tit  tbe  Ststesu 
ihe  reasons  already  asngned.  to  wove  that 
hanking  by  cme  State  oompels  all  others  to 
bank,  and  that  the  exceas  of  nankinc  in  one,  in 
like  mannar  ounpek  idl  othna  to  Ufce  exnai) 
equally  denMastratetliat  it  is  impoeiiUefiir  tiis 
States,  acting  separately,  to  interpose  any 
means  to  prevent  the  catastrophe  whidi  ow- 
tainly  awaits  the  ^stem,  and  periiaps  the  Qov- 
erament  itseLt  unless  the  great  and  growing 
danger  to  whi<ui  I  refer  be  timely  and  efieotnally 
arrested.  Thoe  is  no  power  anywhere,  but  In 
this  Government — the  joint  agent  of  all  the 
Aatea,  and  tlironrii  which  the  concert  the 
action  of  the  whue  oan  be  effected— adeqnata 
to  tills  great  task.  The  responnbility  is  upon 
us,  and  upon  ns  alone.  The  memos,  if  means 
there  be,  must  be  applied  by  our  haods^  or  not 
s|)plied  at  all—a  oonaiderati<m  in  so  u 
maepiDssjt  *nd  in  the  proecnoe  ttf  sndi  immi* 
neat  daninr,  oalonlated,  I  would  aiiwoae^  to 
^pose  ul  to  ooOperation,  and  to  albr  vwrj 
party  fiwling  in  tho  heirt  even  cf  the  toMtpi^ 
trioti& 

What  means  do  we  poaseea,  andhoweanthoy 
be  applied!  If  tbe  entire  banking  system  waa 
under  the  Imme^ate  control  of  tiie  General 
GovemmMit,  there  would  be  no  diffionl^  tn 
devising  a  sue  and  effectual  remedy  to  restore 
tiie  equilibrium  so  denrabie  between  the  speda 
and  uie  paper  which  compose  onr  currency. 
But  the  mot  is  otherwise.  With  tiie  exc^tioa 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stataa^  all  tha  other 
baaka  owe  their  ori^  to  tha  anthmity  of  tlie 
aeveral  Btatea,  and  are  under  thair  hmnwtiata 
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control,  which  presents  the  great  diffleolty  ex- 
perienced in  devising  the  proper  means  of  efifect- 
tng  the  remedy  which  all  feel  to  be  so  desirable. 

Among  the  means  which  have  been  sn^est- 
ed,  a  Senator  from  Virginia,  not  now  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  (Mr.  Rmis,)  proposed  to  apply 
the  taxing  power  to  sappreas  the  cironlation  of 
small  notes,  with  a  view  of  dimlniahing  tiie 
piHMr  and  xooreanng  the  spede  circnlation. 
TbIb  TOinedj  woold  be  rimjAe  and  effective,  but 
ii  liable  to  great  ottJeotlCHL  The  taxing  power 
b  odious  under  any  oircnmstances ;  it  would  be 
doubly  BO  when  called  into  exercise  with  an 
oTcrflowing  treasury ;  and  still  more  so,  with 
the  necessity  of  organizing  an  expenslTe  body 
of  officers  to  collect  a  single  tax,  and  that  on  an 
inconsiderable  saliject.  Bnt  there  is  another, 
and  of  itself  a  deo^ve  objection.  It  would  be 
nnconstitntional — palpably  and  dangerously  so. 
All  political  powers,  as  I  stated  on  another  oc- 
casion, are  trust  powers,  and  limited  in  thdr 
exercise  to  the  subject  and  object  o£  the  grant. 
The  tax  power  was  granted  to  raise  rerenne, 
for  the  sole  purpose  (tt  supplying  the  neoesMry 
meana  of  carrying  on  the  opemtifHia  <^  thfr  Got- 
emment.  To  pervert  fbls  power  from  tiie  ob- 
ject thus  intended  by  the  ofniBtttatfani,  to  that 
of  repressing  the  circulation  of  iHUik  notes, 
would  be  to  convert  it  from  a  revenue  into  a 
penal  power — a  power  in  its  nature  and  otjeot 
eesentiAlly  different  from  that  intended  to  be 
granted  in  the  constitution ;  and  a  power  which 
I  in  its  full  extension,  if  once  admitted,  would  be 
sufficient  of  itself  to  give  an  entire  control  to 
this  Government  over  the  property  and  the 
parsnits  of  the  community,  and  tiius  concentrate 
and  otmsolidate  the  entire  power  of  tiie  system 
in  this  Govemmeot. 

VbaL  then,  Ur.  0.  inquired,  what  c^er 
means  do  we  possess^  of  anffident  effioaoy,  in 
oombination  with  those  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red, to  arrest  the  farther  progress  and  oorrect 
tiiB  disordered  state  of  the  currenoy  t  ia 
the  deeply  important  question,  and  here  some 
division  of  opinion  must  be  expected,  however 
united  we  may  be,  as  I  trust  we  are  thus  far, 
on  all  other  points.  I  intend  to  meet  this 
question  expUeitly  and  directly,  without  reser- 
vation or  concealment. 

After  a  full  survey  of  the  whole  sobjeot,  I  see 
none— I  can  conjecture  no  means  of  extricat- 
ing the  country  from  its  presoit  dango',  and  to 
arrest  its  farther  inoreaae,  bnt  a  oank— the 
agen^  of  which,  in  some  form,  or  under  some 
antbtHity,  is  in^uspMwable.  The  oounttr  has 
been  brooi^t  into  the  inreeent  diseased  state  of 
the  currenoy  by  banks,  and  must  be  extricated 
by  their  agency.  We  must,  in  a  word,  use  a 
bank  to  unbank  the  banks,  to  the  extent  that 
may  be  necessary  to  restore  a  safe  and  stable 
currenoy— just  as  we  apply  snow  to  a  frozen 
limb,  in  order  to  restore  vitality  and  oircula- 
tioUj  or  hold  up  a  bum  to  the  flame  to  extract 
the  inflammation.  All  must  see  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  suppress  the  banUi^  system  at 
OiMe.  It  most  continue  foe  a  time.  Its  gre^ 
TouXIL— 1» 


est  enemies  and  the  advocates  of  an  ^cdudve 
specie  circulation,  mast  make  it  a  part  of  their 
system  to  tolerate  the  banks  for  a  longer  or  a 
shorter  period.  To  suppress  tbem  at  once,  would, 
if  it  were  possible,  work  a  greater  revolution,  a 
greater  change  in  the  relative  condition  of  tiie 
various  classes  of  the  community,  tiian  would 
the  conquest  of  the  country  by  a  savage 
easmj.  what,  then,  must  he  done  I  I  answer, 
a  new  and  safe  system  must  gradually  grow 
up  under,  and  replace,  tbe  old;  imitating,  in 
this  respect,  the  oeautiful  process  which  we 
sometimes  see,  of  a  woonded  or  diseased  part 
in  a  living  organic  body,  gradually  superseded 
by  tiie  healing  process  of  nature. 

How  is  this  to  be  effected  ?  How  Is  a  bank 
to  be  used  as  tbe  means  of  correcting  the  excess 
of  the  banking  system  i  And  what  bank  is  to 
be  selected  as  the  agent  to  effect  tiiis  salutary 
chan^  I  I  know,  said  Hr.  0.,  that  a  diversity 
of  opinion  will  be  found  to  exist,  as  to  the  agent 
to  be  selected,  among  those  who  agree  on  every 
other  pcnnt,  and  who,  in  particiuar,  agree  on 
the  neoesdiy  of  mUng  some  bank  as  the  means 
of  effecting  the  oljeot  Intended ;  ime  prefbrring 
a  simple  reoharter  of  the  e^rang  bank— an- 
other, the  charter  of  a  new  Bank  of  the  United 
States — a  third,  a  new  bank  ingrafted  npon  the 
old — and  a  fonrth,  the  use  of  the  State  banksi 
as  tbe  agent.  I  wisb,  said  Ur.  0.,  to  leave  all 
these  as  open  questions,  to  be  carefUly  surveyed 
and  compared  with  each  other,  calmly  and  dis- 
passionately, without  prejudice  or  party  feel- 
mg;  and  that  to  be  selected  whicn,  on  the 
whole,  shall  appear  to  be  best — the  most  safe ; 
the  most  efficient ;  the  most  prompt  in  applica- 
tion, and  tbe  least  liable  to  conrntntioual  ob- 
jection. It  would,  howevor,  be  wanting  in 
candor  on  my  part,  not  to  dedare  that  mr  im- 
presdon  is,  that  a  new  Bank  ot  tiie  milted 
States,  ingrafted  upon  the  old,  will  he  fbond, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  com- 
bine the  greatest  advantages,  and  to  be  liable 
to  the  fewest  objeotioos ;  but  this  impression  is 
not  so  firmly  fixed  as  to  be  inconsistent  with  a 
calm  review  of  the  whole  ground,  or  to  prevent 
my  yielding  to  the  conviction  of  reason,  should 
the  result  of  such  review  prove  that  any  other 
is  preferable.  Among  its  peculiar  recommen- 
dations, may  be  rank^  tiie  consideration,  that 
while  it  would  afford  the  means  c^a  prompt  and 
effectual  application  fbr  mitigating  and  finally 
removing  the  existing  distress,  it  would,  at  toe 
same  tim^  cnpeu  to  the  whole  oommnnlty  a 
fair  opportonity  of  participation  in  the  advan- 
ta«e  of  the  inratution,  be  they  what  they  may. 
When  Hr.  Oalhouk  had  concluded— 
Mr.  Bbnton  expressed  his  satisfaction  that 
tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  restored 
the  debate  to  the  elevation  that  belonged  to  the 
Senate ;  he  did  not  mean  to  descend  from  that 
elevation,  not  of  sentiment,  thought,  and  style, 
to  which  he  had  no  pretension;  but  in  the 
mode  <jS  conducting  the  debate,  descending  to 
no  personal  or  partisan  ot^wk,  but  keeping 
wdel^  tn  view  the  great  Interesta  of  the  ooun- 
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txjf  and  the  means  of  aooomplishiog  those  in- 
twesta,  Mr.  B.  Bi^d  it  was  now  six  years  smoe 
he  had  began  to  oppose  the  renewal  of  the 
charter  of  this  bank,  oat  he  had  not,  nntil  the 
present  moment,  found  a  suitable  occasion  for 
showing  the  people  the  kind  of  curreuoy  which 
they  were  entitled  to  possess,  and  probablj 
would  possess,  on  l^e  dissolution  of  tne  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  This  was  a  view  of  the 
subject  which  many  wished  to  see,  and  which 
he  felt  bound  to  give;  and  which  he  should 
proceed  to  present,  with  all  the  brevity  and 
perspicuity  of  which  he  was  master. 

L  In  the  first  place  he  was  one  of  those  who 
believed  that  toe  Gtorenunfint  of  the  United 
Btatea  was  intoided  to  be  a  hard  money  Got- 
emment;  that  it  was  the  intention;  and  the 
deolaration,  of  the  OonsUtntion  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  Federal  onrrency  should  conuat 
of  gold  and  silver ;  and  that  there  is  no  power 
io.  Ooogresa  to  issue,  or  to  antiiorize  any  com- 
pany of  individuals  to  issue,  any  spedes  ^Fed- 
eral paper  currency  whatsoever. 

Every  clause  in  the  constitution,  said  yb.  B., 
which  bears  upon  the  subject  of  money — every 
early  statute  of  Congress  which  interprets  tbe 
meuiing  of  these  clauses — and  every  historic 
reooUeotion  which  refers  to  them,  go  hand  in 
hand,  in  ^ving  to  tbat  instmment  ta»  meaning 
whion  this  [ffopoutioii  ascribes  to  it  The 
power  granted  to  Gcmgress  to  colia  money  is 
an  anthority  to  stamp  metallic  money,  and  is 
not  an  authority  for  emitdog  slips  of  paper 
containing  promisee  to  pay  money.  The  an- 
Ihori^  granted  to  Congress  to  regulate  the 
value  of  coin,  is  an  anthority  to  r^ulate  the 
value  of  the  metallic  money,  not  of  paper.  The 
prohibition  upon  tiie  States  against  making  any 
thing  bnt  gold  and  silver  a  le^  tender,  is  a 
moral  prohibition,  founded  in  virtue  and  hon- 
eaty,  and  is  just  as  binding  upoa  the  Federal 
Government  as  upon  the  State  Governments ; 
and  that  without  a  written  prohibition ;  for  the 
iUfference  in  the  nature  of  the  two  Govern- 
nwDts  is  such,  that  the  States  mi^  do  all  filings 
wMtb  they  are  not  forbid  to  do,  and  tiie  Fed- 
eral Government  can  do  nothing  which  it  is 
not  acthorized  by  the  constitution  to  do.  The 
power  to  ponisb  the  crime  of  counterfeiting  is 
Bmitcd  to  the  current  coin  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  the  securities  of  the  United  States,  and 
cannot  be  extended  to  the  offence  of  forging 
paper  money,  but  by  that  ni^nstifiable  power 
construction  whicdk  fonnds  an  implication 
Upon  an  implication,  and  hangs  one  implied 
power  upon  another.  The  word  currency  is 
not  in  the  oonstitntion,  nor  any  word  which 
can  be  made  to  cover  a  circalaticm  of  bank 
notes.  Gold  and  sUv^  is  the  only  thing  recog- 
nised for  money.  It  is  the  monm',  and  the 
money,  of  the  omistitntion ;  and  every  his- 
leoolleotifMi,  as  well  as  every  [dirase  in 
the  oODstitnUon,  and  every  eariy  statute  on  the 
sal^eet  <tf  money,  oonfinns  that  idea.  People 
were  sick  of  paper  mcmey  about  the  time  that 
this  Goostitntion  was  formed.   The  Cwgrcn 
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of  the  confederation,  in  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution, had  issued  a  currency  of  paper  money. 
It  had  run  the  full  career  of  thdi  currency. 
Ihe  wreck  of  two  hnndred  millions  of  Pw>a* 
dollars  lay  upon  the  land.  The  frames  of  that 
constitution  worked  in  the  midst  of  that  wreck. 
They  saw  the  havoo  which  paper  money  had 
made  op(m  the  fortunes  of  individuals,  and  the 
morals  of  the  public.  They  determined  to  have 
no  more  Federal  piqwr  money.  Th^  created 
a  hard  money  Government ;  tiiey  intended  the 
new  Government  to  recognize  nothing  for 
money  bat  gold  and  ralver,  and  every  word 
admitted  into  the  ctmstitntirai,  npon  the  anb- 
ject  of  money,  defines  and  flstabluhei  that  aa- 
(ffed  intenticm. 

L^dative  enactinent,  continued  Hr.  B.,  came 
quickly  to  the  tid  of  coastitutional  intentim 
and  historic  recollection.  The  fifth  statute 
passed  at  the  first  sesrion  of  the  first  Ccmgreaa 
that  ever  bat  under  the  present  constitution, 
was  full  and  explicit  on  this  head.  It  defined 
the  kind  of  money  which  the  Federal  Treasury 
should  receive.  The  enactments  of  the  statute 
are  remarkable  for  their  brevity  and  compre- 
hension, as  well  as  for  their  dear  Interpretation 
of  the  constitution,  and  deserve  to  be  repeated 
and  remembered.  They  are :  That  the  nes  and 
duties  payable  to  the  Federal  Government  shall 
be  recuved  in  gold  and  rilver  coin  only ;  the 
gold  coins  of  Franoe,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Eng- 
luid,  and  aQ  other  gold  coins  of  equal  fineness, 
at  89  cents  for  every  penimrdght;  the  Hexi- 
ican  dollar  at  100  cents;  uie  crown  of  France 
at  111  cents ;  and  all  oth«r  rilver  coins  of  equal 
fineness,  at  111  cents  per  ounce.  This  statute 
was  passed  the  30th  day  of  July,  1789— just 
one  month  after  Congress  had  commenced  the 
work  of  legislation.  It  shows  the  sense  of  the 
Congress  composed  of  the  men,  in  great  part, 
who  had  framed  the  constitution,  and  who,  by 
using  the  word  only,  clearly  expressed  th»r 
intention  that  gold  and  silver  alone  was  to  con- 
stitute  the  currency  of  the  new  Government. 

In  sapmnt  of  this  oonstnietioa  the  ocmata- 
tation,  Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  phrase  ao  oHm 
used  by  our  most  aged  and  uninfint  atatesmen, 
that  this  was  int^ed  to  be  a  hard  movaj 
Government  Yes,  staA  Mr.  B.,  the  framers  of 
the  constitution  were  hard  money  men ;  bat  the 
chief  expounder  and  executor  of  that  ooostita- 
tion  was  not  a  hard  money  man,  but  a  p^wr 
system  man  I  a  man  devoted  to  the  paper  sys- 
tem of  England,  witii  all  the  firmness  ot  con- 
viction, and  all  the  fervor  of  enthouasm.  God 
forbid,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  I  should  do  iigostioe 
to  General  Hamilton— that  I  should  say,  or  in- 
sinuate, anght  to  derogate  from  the  just  fame 
of  that  great  man  1  He  has  many  titlea  to  the 
gratitude  and  admiration  of  his  ooontiymen, 
and  the  heart  conld  not  be  American  whkfa 
could  dishonor  or  disparage  his  UKanwy.  Bnt 
his  ideas  of  Government  did  not  receive  the 
sanction  of  general  approbation,  and  (tf  all  hia 
political  tenets,  his  attachment  to  the  ftpve 
system  was  most  strong  oppoeed  at  the  time^ 
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and  has  prodoced  the  most  lasting  and  deplora- 
■ble  resnlta  upon  the  country.  In  the  year  1791, 
this  g;reaC  man,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
brought  forward  his  celebrated  plan  for  the 
support  of  public  credit — tjiat  plan  which  un- 
folded the  entire  scheme  of  the  paper  system, 
and  immediately  developed  the  great  political 
line  between  the  federalists  and  t,he  republlcanEi. 
The  establishment  of  a  national  bank  was  the 
leading  imd  predominant  feature  of  that  plan ; 
and  we  original  report  of  the  Secreta^,  in 
Ikvor  of  establishing  the  bank,  contained  this 
Altai  and  deplorable  recommendation ; 

"  The  bills  oud  notes  of  the  bank,  originally  made 
payable,  or  which  shall  have  become  payable,  on 
aemand,  in  gold  and  dlTer  cdn,  shall  be  reodvable 
in  all  payments  to  the  United  Sutcs." 

This  fatal  recommendation  became  a  danse  in 
the  charter  of  the  bank.  It  was  transferred 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  to  the  pages  of 
the  statute  book;  imd  from  that  moment  the 
moneyed  character  of  the  Federal  Government 
stood  changed  and  reversed.  Federal  bank 
notea  took  the  tdace  of  hard  mcmey ;  and  the 
vbole  edifice  of  the  new  Goretnment  slid,  at 
onoe,  from  the  solid  rook  of  gold  and  rilver 
money,  on  whioh  Ur  framen  hod  plaoed  It,  into 
the  tronbled  and  tempeatnoos  ocean  of  a  paper 
onrrenoy. 

Hr.  B.  said  it  was  no  answer  to  this  most 
perions  charge  of  having  changed  the  moneyed 
character  of  the  Federal  Govemment,  and  of 
the  whole  nnion,  to  say  that  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  are  not  made  a  legal 
tender  between  man  and  man.  There  was  no 
necessity,  he  said,  for  a  statute  law  to  that 
effect ;  it  was  aoffioient  that  they  were  made  a 
legal  tender  to  tiie  Federal  Govemment:  l^e 
law  of  neeemty)  ^  siroerior  to  that  of  the 
statate  book,  would  do  the  rest.  A  law  ten- 
der was  not  necessary ;  a  forced  incidentf^  ten- 
dw,  resulted  as  an  inevitable  consequence  from 
the  credit  and  c&rcnlation  which  the  Federal 
Govermnent  gave  than.  Whatever  was  re- 
ceived at  the  onstom  booses,  at  the  land  o£9ces, 
at  the  poet  offioea,  at  the  mar^als'  and  district 
attorneys'  offices,  and  in  all  the  various  duea  to 
tjie  Federal  Government,  must  be  received  and 
will  be  received  by  the  people. '  It  becomes  the 
actual  and  practical  currency  of  the  land.  Feo- 

fle  must  take  it,  or  get  noting ;  and  thus  the 
ederal  Government  establleliuig  a  paper  cur- 
rency for  itseli;  eBtablishes  it  also  for  Uie  States 
and  for  the  people,  and  everybody  must  use  it 
from  necessity,  whethw  compelled  by  law  or 
not.  ■ 

II.  In  tiie  next  place,  Ur.  B.  believed  that 
the  quantity  of  specie  derivable  from  foreign 
commerce,  added  to  the  quantity  of  gold  de- 
rivable from  our  own  mines,  were  fmly  suffi- 
cient, if  not  expelled  from  the  country  by 
unwise  laws,  to  furnish  the  people  with  an 
abundant  circulation  of  gold  and  diver  coin,  for 
their  common  currency,  withont  having  re- 
conrae  to  a  drenlation  cf  small  bank  notes. 


The  truth  of  these  proportions,  Kr.  B.  held 
to  be  susceptible  of  complete  and  ready  proot 
He  spoke  first  of  the  domestic  supply  of  naltive 
gold,  and  said  that  no  mines  had  ever  developed 
more  rapidly  than  these  had  done,  or  promised 
more  abundantly  than  they  now  do.  In  the 
rear  1824  they  were  a  spot  in  tbe  State  of 
North  Carolina ;  they  are  now  a  region  spread- 
ing into  six  States.  In  the  year  1824  t}ie  prod- 
uct was  $6,000 ;  in  the  last  year  tiie  product,  in 
coined  gold,  was  $868,000;  in  uncoined,  as 
much  more;  and  ^e  product  of  the  present 
year,  computed  at  two  millions,  with  every 
prospect  of  continned  and  permanent  increase. 
The  probability  was  that  these  mines  alone,  in 
the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  would  furnish  an  alran- 
dant  supply  of  gold  to  establish  a  plentiftil  cir- 
culation of  that  metal,  if  not  expelled  from  l^c 
country  by  unwise  laws.  But  the  great  source 
of  supply,  both  for  gold  and  silver,  Mr.  B.  said, 
was  in  our  fore^  commerce.  It  was  this  foreign 
commerce  whion  filled  the  States  with  hard  mon- 
ey immediatelyafter  the  close  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  when  the  domestic  mines  were  unknown ; 
and  it  is  this  same  foreign  commerce  which,  even 
now,  when  Federal  laws  diaeonrage  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  coins  and  compel  tbdr  expor- 
tation, is  bringing  in  an  annual  supply  of  seven 
or  eight  millions.  WiUi  an  ameimment  of  the 
laws  which  now  discourage  the  importation  of 
foreign  coins,  and  compel  their  exportation, 
there  could  be  no  delay  lu  the  rapid  accumula- 
tion of  a  snfficient  stock  of  the  precious  metals 
to  supply  the  largest  circulation  which  the  com- 
mon DUsiness  of  the  country  could  require. 

Ur.  B.  believed  the  product  of  foreign  mines, 
and  the  quantity  of  gold  imd  silver  now  in  ex- 
istence, to  be  much  greater  than  was  commonly 
supposed ;  and  as  a  statement  of  its  amount 
would  establisb  his  pro{>orttion  in  fiivor  <tf  an 
adequate  supply  of  these  metals  fbr  the  M)Dunon 
currency  of  the  country,  he  would  state  that 
amount,  as  he  found  it  calculated  in  iqiproved 
works  of  political  economy.  He  looked  to  l^e 
three  great  sources  of  supply :  1.  Mexico  and 
South  America  ;  2.  Europe  and  Northern 
Asia ;  8.  The  coast  of  Africa.  Taking  the  dis- 
covery of  the  New  World  as  the  startmg  point 
f^oin  which  the  calculation  would  ccmmienoe, 
and  the  product  was : 

1.  Mexico  and  South  America,  $6,468,000,000 

2.  Europe  and  Northern  Asia,  -  628,000,000 
8.  The  coast  of  Africa,  -  -  160,000,000 
— making  a  total  product  Of  seven  t^iousand  twg 
hundred  and  thirty-dx  millions,  in  tlie  short 
space  of  tiiree  centnries  and  a  lial£  To  tiiis  la 
to  be  added  the  quantity  existing  at  tho  time 
the  New  World  was  discovered,  and  which  was 
computed  at  $2,800,000,000.  Upon  all  these 
data  the  political  economistB,  Mr.  B.  said,  after 
dedncting  $3,000,000,000  for  waste  and  con- 
sumption, still  computed  the  actual  stock  of 
^Id  and  silver  in  Europe,  Asia,  and  America, 
m  18S2,  at  about  seven  tiionsand  millions  of 
dollars,  and  that  quantity  constantly  and  rapid- 
ly inonadng. 
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Mr.  B.  bad  no  doubt  bat  that  the  qoantity  of 
g(Ad  and  silver  in  Europe,  Asia,  aaa  Amerioa, 
was  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  whole  business  of 
the  world.  He  said  that  States  aod  empires — 
far  greater  in  wealth  aud  population  than  any 
now  existiiig— far  nipeiior  in  pnbUo  and  private 
magnificence — ^had  carried  on  all  the  business 
of  private  life,  and  all  the  ^Eain  of  national 
government,  upon  gold  and  silver  alone ;  and 
that  before  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru  were 
known,  or  dreamed  of.  He  alluded  to  the 
0eat  nations  of  antiquity — to  the  Aa^lan  and 
Persian  empires ;  to  Egypt,  Oarthage,  B<Hne ; 
to  the  Grecian  republics ;  the  kingdoms  of  Asia 
Minor;  and  to  the  empire,  transcending  all 
these  put  t(^ether — the  Saracenic  empire  of  the 
Caliphs,  which,  taking  for  its  ceptre  uie  eastern 
limit  of  the  Roman  world,  extended  its  domin- 
ion as  far  west  as  Borne  had  conquered,  and 
farther  east  than  Alexander  had  marched. 
These  great  nations,  whose  armies  crushed  em- 
pires at  a  blow,  whose  monumental  edifloes  still 
Attests  their  grandenr,  bad  no  ides  <^  bsuk 
oredita  and  paper  mon<^.  They  used  gold  and 
rilver  alone.  Such  degenerate  phrases  as  sonnd 
emrency,  paper  medium,  circulatuig  media, 
never  once  sounded  in  their  heroio  ears.  But 
why  go  back,  exclaimed  Mr.  B.,  to  the  nations 
of  antiquity  ?  Why  quit  our  own  day !  Why 
look  tieyond  the  boundaries  of  Europe  1  We 
have  seen  an  empire  in  onr  own  day,  of  al- 
most fabnloos  grandeur  and  magnificence,  car- 
rying on  all  its  vast  undertakings  upon  a  cur- 
rency of  gold  and  ulver,  without  d!eigmng  to 
recognize  paper  for  money.  I  m>eak,  aaid  Mr. 
B.,  « IVance— great  and  imperiu  France  and 
liave  my  eye  upon  that  first  year  of  the  oonsnl- 
ate,  when  a  young  and  victorious  general,  Jost 
transferred  from  the  camp  to  a  council,  an- 
nonnced  to  his  astonished  ministers  that  q>ecie 
iwyments  should  commence  in  "Ermoa  by  a  pv- 
en  day  I  in  that  France  which,  for  so  many 
years,  bad  seen  nothing  but  a  miserable  curren- 
cy of  depreciated  mandats  and  assignats  I  The 
annunciation  was  heard  with  the  inward  con- 
tempt and  open  distrust  which  the  whole  tribe 
of  hack  politicians  everywhere  feel  for  the 
statesmanship  of  military  men.  It  was  foUowed 
by  the  saooesa  which  it  belong  to  genius  to  in- 
spire and  to  command.  Specie  payments  com- 
menced in  France  on  the  dar  named ;  and  a 
hard  money  cnrrenoy  has  been  tiie  sole  cnrren- 
cy  of  France  from  that  day  to  this. 

31r.  B.  h^^  cited  a  passage  from  a  letter  of 
Ifr.  Gallatin  to  Mr.  Ingham,  then  Seer^ary  of 
the  Treasury,  (Deo.  1829,)  to  confirm  what  he 
aaiA  of  the  French  onrranoy. 

rai  P1B8AQE. 
"For  the  last  twenty-flve  years  the  of^nage  of 
fnuDce  has  been  f&r  greater  than  IbaA  of  any  other 
coontry.  I  hardly  need  to  obsem  that  this  is  due  : 
to  the  almost  total  expalnon  of  pi^r  as  cuneuoy. 
The  Bank  of  France  alone  issues  paper,  aod  none 
of  a  denomiDation  leas  than  600  mnca:  ao  tliat  it 
Is  used  almost  exclusively  for  commwcial  tnuuao- 
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tions  and  remittances,  and  makes  no  part  of  the 
currency,  properly  so  called,  of  the  country.  Pa- 
per, 88  all  kaov,  necessarily  drives  airay  tlw  pre- 
cious metals,  which  will  naturally  flow  to  the  places 
where  paper  Is  not  used.  They  (the  precious  met- 
als)  are  a  dearer,  but  the  only  safe  circulating  me- 
dium; and  no  country  tliat  will  resort  to  other 
means,  can  expect  to  have  a  sound  and  u^om 
currency.** 

Such,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  the  currency  of  France; 
a  country  whose  taxes  exceed  a  thousand  mil- 
lions of  francs — whose  public  and  private  ex- 
penditures require  a  circnlation  of  throe  hna- 
dred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars — and  which 
possesses  that  circulation,  every  dollar  of  it,  in 
gold  and  silver.  After  this  example,  can  any 
one  doubt  the  capacity  of  the  United  States  to 
supply  itself  with  specie  i  Reason  and  history 
forbid  the  doubt  Reason  informs  ns  that  hard 
money  flows  into  the  vacuum  the  instant  diat 
small  bank  notes  are  driven  out.  France  re- 
covered a  spetie  oirenlatioa  within  a  j&ar  after 
the  oonsnlar  gov^nment  refused  to  reoogi^ 
paper  for  money.  England  reoovered  a  gold 
oironlation  of  about  one  fanndred  milUiHis  of 
dollars  within  foor  years  after  the  one  and  two 
pound  notes  were  suppressed.  Our  own  ooira- 
try  filled  up  vitb  Spuiish  milled  dollars,  FreniA 
crowns,  doubloons,  half  joes,  and  guineas,  as 
magic,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  and  the  suppression  of  the  continental 
bills.  The  business  of  the  United  States  would 
not  require  above  axty  or  seventy  millions  of 
gold  and  nlvMT  tor  the  common  cnrrenoy  of  the 
people,  and  the  basis  of  large  bank  notes  and 
bills  ox  exchange.  Of  tliat  sum  more  thui  we- 
third  is  now  in  the  oonnt^,  bnt  not  in  otrtmla- 
tion.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  hoards 
above  ten  millions.  At  Ae  expir^tm  of  her 
charter,  in  1886,  that  snm  will  be  paid  out  in 
redemption  of  its  notes — will  go  into  the  hands 
of  the  people— and,  of  itself  will  nearly  double 
the  quantity  of  silver  now  in  circnlation.  Oar 
native  mines  will  be  yielding,  annually,  some 
millions  of  gold ;  foreign  commerce  will  be  ponr- 
ing  in  her  accustomed,  copious  supply ;  the  cor- 
rection of  the  erroneous  value  of  gold,  the  liber- 
al admission  of  foreign  coins,  and  the  suppres- 
sion of  small  notes,  will  invite  and  retain  an 
adequate  metallio  currency.  The  present  mo- 
ment is  peculiarly  favorable  fiv  these  meaanrea. 
Foreign  exchanges  are  now  in  onr  favor ;  olver 
is  coming  here,  although  not  onrrecit  by  onr 
laws;  both  gold  and  ^ver  woidd  flow  in 
and  that  immediately,  to  an  immense  amount, 
if  raised  to  their  proper  value,  and  put  on  a 
proper  footing,  by  our  laws.  Three  days'  l^is- 
lation  on  these  subjects  would  turn  copioos 
supplies  of  gold  and  silver  into  the  country, 
diSUse  them  through  every  neighborhood,  and 
astonish  gentlemen  when  they  get  home  at  mid- 
summer, at  finding  hard  money  where  they  had 
left  paper.  Mr.  B.  was  against  a  smaU  paper 
cnrreno/,  not  against  large  bank  notes,  and  ex- 
pressed a  Mmoorrence  in  moch  that  was  said  on 
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pqwr  money  by  the  Senator  from  Sooth  Oaro- 
uoa,  QSt.  Oalbottn,)  tbongh  differing  so  much 
on  the  sabject  of  the  national  bank. 

m.  In  the  third  place,  Mr.  6.  nndertook  to 
affirm,  as  a  propoution  free  from  dispute  or 
contestation,  that  the  valne  now  set  npon  gold 
by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  was  aninst 
and  erroneoQs;  that  these  laws  had  expelled 
gold  from  drcolation;  and  that  it  was  the 
boimdea  doty  of  OoDgress  to  restore  that  ooin 
to  <^onIatioD,  by  restoring  it  to  its  jnst  valoe. 
In  this  he  had  tiie  tdeasore  to  concor  heartily 
wfifa  the  Senator  from  SoatJi  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Oai^bocn.) 

That  gold  was  nndervalned  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  etpelled  from  ciroola- 
tion,  was  a  fact,  Mr.  B.  said,  which  everybody 
knew ;  bnt  there  was  sometbiog  else  whi<^ 
everybody  did  not  know ;  which  few,  in  reality, 
bad  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  but  which  was 
necessary  to  be  Imown,  to  enable  the  friends 
of  gold  to  go  to  work  at  the  right  place  to  ef- 
fect the  recovery  of  that  precious  metal  which 
their  fiithera  once  possessed — which  the  sab- 
Jeota  of  European  kings  now  poesees — which  the 
citizens  ait  uie  young  repnblioa  to  the  Sontii 
all  possess — which  even  the  free  negroes  of  San 
Domingo  possess — bat  which  the  yeomanry  of 
this  America  have  been  deprived  of  for  more 
Hum  twenty  years,  and  will  be  deprived  of 
fwever,  unless  they  discover  the  oaose  of  the 
evil,  and  apply  the  remedy  to  its  root. 

I  have  already  shown,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the 
plan  for  the  support  of  public  credit  which 
General  Hunilton  brought  forward  in  1791, 
was  a  ^lan  for  the  establishment  of  the  pfq>er 
system  in  our  America.  We  bad  at  that  time  a 
mAA  eanvaej  which  was  (Hrooloting  freely  and 
iblly  all  over  the  country.  Gold  is  the  aotag- 
onist  of  p^Mtr,  and,  with  fair  play,  will  keep  a 
pap^  ottrreDcy  within  just  and  proper  Umits. 
It  will  keep  down  the  small  notes ;  for  no  man 
will  carry  a.  five,  a  ten,  or  a  twenty  dollar  note 
in  his  poiket,  when  he  can  get  guineas,  eagles, 
half  eagles,  doubloons,  and  half  joea,  to  carry 
in  their  place.  The  notes  of  the  new  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  which  bank  formed  the  lead- 
ing £aatnre  in  the  plan  for  the  support  of  pnb- 
lio  credit,  had  already  derived  one  undue  advan- 
tage over  gold  in  being  put  on  a  level  with  it 
in  point  of  legd  tender  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  universal  receivahility  in  all  pay- 
ments to  t^at  Govenunent :  tilwy  were  now  to 
draive  anottier,  and  a  still  greater  nndne  advan- 
tage over  gold,  in  tiie  law  for  the  estaUldimait 
of  the  national  nUnt ;  an  institution  whiob  deo 
formed  a  feature  of  the  plan  for  the  support 
of  publio  credit.  It  is  to  that  plan  thidi  we 
trace  the  origin  of  the  erroneous  valuation  of 
gold,  which  nas  banished  that  metal  from  the 
country.  Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton,  in  his  prop- 
ontion  for  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  re- 
commended that  the  relative,  value  of  gold  to 
nlver  should  be  fixed  at  fifteen  for  one ;  and 
tiiat  recommendation  became  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  haa  remained  ao  em  rince.  At  the 


same  time,  the  relative  value  of  these  metals  in 
Spiun  and  Portugal,  and  throughout  their  vast 
dominions  in  the  new  world,  whence  our  prin- 
cipal supplies  of  gold  were  derived,  was  at  the 
rate  of  sixteen  for  Mie ;  thus  making  our  stand- 
ard rix  per  cent,  below  the  standard  of  the 
countries  which  chiefly  produced  gold.  It  was 
also  bcJow  the  English  standwd,  and  the  Froach 
standanl,  and  below  the  standard  which  pr&r 
vailed  in  these  States  before  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  and  whicdiwaa  actually  prevuling 
in  the  States  at  the  time  that  this  new  propor^ 
tion  (tf  fifteen  to  one  was  established. 

Vt.  B.  was  ready  to  admit  that  there  was 
some  nicety  requisite  in  adjusting  the  relative 
viJne  of  two  different  kinds  of  money — gold  and 
nlver  for  example—so  as  to  preswve  an  ezaot 
equipoise  between  them,  and  to  prevent  either 
from  expelling  the  other.  There  was  some 
nicety,  but  no  insD^>erable  or  even  extraordinary 
difficulty,  in  makmg  the  a^jtutment.  The 
nicety  of  the  question  was  aggravated  in  the 
year  *92,  by  the  difficulty  of  obtcuning  exact 
knowledge  of  the  relative  value  of  these  metals, 
■t  tlut  lune,  in  Pranoe  and  England ;  and  Mr. 
Gallatin  has  dnoe  shown  that  tiie  information 
which  was  then  r^ed  upon  was  clearly  erro- 
neous. The  consequence  of  any  mistake  in 
fixing  our  standard,  was  also  well  known  in  the 
year  '92.  Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton,  in  his  prop- 
osition for  the  establishment  of  a  mint,  ex- 
pressly declared  that  the  consequence  of  a  mis- 
take in  the  relative  value  of  tiie  two  metals, 
would  be  the  expulsion  of  the  one  that  was  un- 
dervalued. Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  in  his  contempora^eons  report  upon 
foreign  coinsj  declarea  the  same  tiling.  Mr. 
RobOTt  Moms,  flnander  to  the  revolationary 
Government,  la  his  proposal  to  establish  a  mint, 
in  1782,  was  equally  explicit  to  the  same  efibct. 
The  delicacy  of  the  question  and  the  oons^ 
quence  of  a  mistake,  were  then  folly  nnde^ 
stood  forty  years  ago,  when  the  relative  nfaie 
of  gold  and  silver  was  fixed  at  fifteen  to  one. 
But,  at  that  time,  it  unfortunately  happened 
that,  the  paper  system,  then  omnipotent  m  Eng- 
land, was  making  its  trannt  to  our  America ; 
and  every  thing  that  would  go  to  eatablisli  t^at 
system — every  thing  that  would  go  to  sustain 
the  new-bom  Bank  of  the  United  States — that 
eldest  daughter  and  tpem  gregia  of  the  paper 
system  in  America — ^feU  in  wiui  the  prevailing 
current  and  beosme  incorporated  in  tiie  fedew 
l^slation<tftlieday.  Gfud,  it  was  well  known, 
was  the  antagoiUst  of  Ptper ;  tram  its  intrinsle 
value,  the  natural  predilection  of  all  manUnd 
for  it,  its  small  bi^k,  anA  the  &oility  of  carrying 
it  about,  it  would  be  preferred  to  paper,  either 
for  travelling  or  keeping  in  the  house ;  and  thus 
would  limit  and  circumscribe  the  general  drco- 
lation of  bank  notes,  and  prevent  all  [deaof 
oessity  for  issuing  smaller  notes.  Silver,  on  t^ 
contrary,  from  ite  inconvenience  of  transportn- 
tion,  would  favor  the  dreulation  of  bank  notes. 
Hence  the  birth  oi  the  doctrine,  tiiat  If  a  mis- 
take was  to  be  oonunttted,  it  should  be  on  the 
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ride  of  silver  I  Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton  de- 
dares  the  existence  of  this  feeUng  when,  in  his 
report  npon  t^e  establisfament  of  a  mint,  be 
■ays:  **it  is  sometimes  observed,  that  silver 
oi^^t  to  be  encoarnged,  rather  than  gold,  as 
being  more  eondncive  to  the  eztenuon  of  bank 
circulation,  from  the  greater  diffiooltj  and  in- 
convenience which  its  greater  bulk,  compared 
with  its  valoe,  occasims  in  the  transportation 
of  it"  This  paMftge  in  the  Secratary's  report 
proves  tiie  exfirtenoe  d  the  feeling  in  favor  of 
silver  against  ^Id,  and  the  oanse  of  that  feeling. 
Quotations  miglit  bemadelhnn  the  qieeches  of 
others  to  show  that  they  acted  npon  that  feel- 
ing ;  bnt  it  is  due  to  Gen.  Hamilton  to  «ay  tiiat 
he  disclaimed  snch  a  motive  for  himself,  and 
expressed  a  desire  to  retain  botti  metals  in  cir- 
oDiation,  and  even  to  have  a  gold  dollar. 

The  proportion  of  15  to  1  was  establt^ed. 
The  lltb  section  of  the  act  of  April,  1792,  en- 
aoted  that  every  fifteen  ponnds  weight  of  pare 
tUvw,  should  be  equal  in  value,  in  aU  payments, 
with  one  pound  of  pure  gold ;  and  so  in  pro- 
portion for  less  qnaotlties  of  the  respective 
metals.*  This  act  was  the  death  warrant  to 
the  gdH  enrmioy.  The  diminished  oironlation 
of  uat  eoiii  soon  b^an  to  be  obswrahle^  but 
it  was  not  immediately  extingoiriied.  Several 
oiroomstanoes  dulaved,  bat  conld  not  prevent 
that  catastrophe.  1.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  then  isaned  no  note  of  less  denomination 
than  ten  dollars,  and  bnt  few  of  them.  9.  There 
were  bat  three  other  banks  in  the  United 
States,  uid  they  issned  bat  few  small  notes ;  so 
^at  a  small  note  onrrenoy  did  not  come  direct- 
ly into  conflict  with  gold.  8.  The  trade  to  the 
lower  Mississippi  oontinned  to  bring  np  from 
Matches  and  New  Orleans,  for  many  years,  a 
large  vxppfy  of  donUooiia,  and  Icng  sapplied  a 
gud  onrreat^  to  the  new  States  u  the  West. 
Thns^  the  ahsenoe  <tf  a  mall  note  onrrenoy,  and 
the  oonstant  arrivals  of  donhloons  from  the 
lower  Mieds^pl,  d^larred  the  &te  of  the  gold 
enrreney;  and  it  was  not  nntil  the  lapse  of 
near  twenty  years  after  the  adoption  of  the 
erroneous  standard  of  that  the  oironlation 
of  that  metal,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  be- 
came completely  and  totally  extingnished  in  the 
United  States.  The  extinction  is  now  complete, 
and  most  remain  so  nntil  the  laws  are  altered. 

In  making  this  amian<nation,  and  in  thns 
standing  forward  to  expose  the  error,  and  to 
demand  the  reform  of  tiie  gold  corrency,  he 
(Mr.  B.)  was  net  setting  np  for  the  honors  of  a 
first  ^soorem',  or  first  inventor.  Far  from  it. 
He  ms  trea^ng  In  the  steps  of  other,  and  abler 
oien,  who  had  gone  before  him.  Foot  Seore- 


*  "  The  preaant  rate  was  tliB  lainlt  of  liifontutlon  oImtIj 
Ineomct,  ranwcUng  the  then  Tklne  of  gold  mhI  lilTer  In 
Kuope.  whUh  WH  repnMiitwt  w  being  at  the  rate  ofles« 
tbaalStol,  when  Itwae  in  iMt  tcom  ](J}  to  19.6:  L  It 
irontd  be  better,  at  all  eventa,  to  dUooBtlnae  (^together  the 
aolning  of  than  to  eontlaoe  the  present  aTitein.  The 
werage  premlam  oa  the  Amertoui  oolu,  for  the  last 
torn  and  a  half  rears,  haa  been  abont  &  1-6  on  the  Domlnal 
Tsloe."— Mr.  OsUattD'a  letter  to  Hr.  Xn^am  Dceember,  81 


[Haxch,  1884. 


taries  of  the  Treasury,  Gallatin,  Dallas,  Craw- 
ford, Ingham^  had,  each  in  their  day,  pointed 
ont  the  error  in  the  gold  standard,  and  recom- 
mended its  correction.  Repeated  reports  of 
committees,  in  both  Honses  of  Congress,  had 
done  the  same  thing.  Of  theee  reports  he 
would  name  those  of  the'  late  Mr.  Lowndes,  of 
South  Carolina ;  of  Mr.  Sanford,  late  a  Senator 
ft^)m  New  York;  of  Hr.  Campbell  P.  White, 
now  a  Be[H«sentative  fr<»n  the  dty  of  New 
York.  Mr.  B.  took  pleasore  in  reraUingaoA 
presenting  to  pnblic  notice,  the  names  ot  the 
eminent  men  who  had  gone  before  him  In  the 
exploration  of  this  path.  It  was  due  to  them, 
now  that  the  good  cause  seemed  to  be  in  the 
road  to  success,  to  yield  to  them  aU  tlie  honors 
of  first  explorers ;  it  was  due  to  the  cause  also, 
in  this  hour  of  final  trial,  to  give  it  the  high 
sanction  of  their  names  and  labors. 

M>.  B.  would  arrest  for  an  instant  the  cur- 
rent of  his  remarks,  to  fix  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  upon  a  roflection  which  must  suggest 
itself  to  tiie  minds  of  all  considerate  persons. 
He  would  ask  how  it  oould  happen  that  so 
many  men,  and  such  men  as  he  had  named,  la- 
boring for  80  many  ^ears,  iu  a  cause  so  just,  for 
an  object  so  beneficial,  apon  a  state  of  facts  so 
undeniable,  could  so  long  and  so  uniformly  fail 
of  success  ?  How  could  this  happen  ?  Sir,  ex- 
cJfdmed  Mr.  B.,  it  hin>pened  becaase  the  policy 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  required  it  to 
happen  I  The  same  policy  which  required  gold 
to  oe  undervalued  in  1792^  when  the  first  bank 
was  chartered,  has  required  it  to  be  undei'- 
valued  ever  dnce,  now  Uiat  a  second  bank  haa 
been  established ;  and  the  same  strength  which 
enabled  tbese'banks  to  keep  themselves  up,  ^so 
enabled  them  to  keep  gold  down.  This  is  t^ie 
answer  to  the  question,  and  this  Uie  secret  of 
the  foilnre  of  all  these  eminent  men  in  ^tir 
laudable  efforts  to  raise  gold  again  to  the  dig- 
nity of  money.  This  is  the  secret  of  their 
orcj  and  this  secrot  being  now  known,  the  road 
which  leads  to  the  reformation  of  the^old  cur- 
rency lies  uncovered  ttad  revealed  hefore  us ;  it 
is  the  road  which  leads  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States — to  the  sepulohra 
of  that  institution ;  for,  while  that  buiK  lives, 
or  has  the  hope  of  life,  gold  cannot  be  restored 
to  life.  Here  then  lies  the  question  of  the  re- 
form of  the  gold  cnrrenoy.  If  the  bank  is  de- 
feated, that  curronoy  is  reformed ;  if  the  bank  ■ 
is  Tiotorions,  gold  remains  d«p«ded,  to  con- 
tinue an  article  of  merchaodse  in  the  nands  of 
the  hank,  and  to  be  expelled  from  cirouhttion 
to  make  ro<un  for  Its  five,  its  ten,  and  its  twen- 
ty dollar  notes.  Let  the  people  then,  who  are 
in  favor  of  restoring  gold  to  oiroulation,  go  to 
work  in  the  right  place,  and  put  down  the 
power  that  first  put  down  gold,  and  which  will 
never  snfier  that  coin  to  rise  while  it  has  power 
to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  think  it  necessaiy  to  descant 
and  expatiate  upon  the  merits  and  advantages 
of  a'gold  currency.  These  advantages  bad  bem 
too  wdl  known,  flrom  thd  earUest  tifsn  et  thtt 
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irorld,  tx^be  a  subject  of  discussion  in  the  nine- 
teenth centnry ;  but,  aa  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
paper  system  to  dif^arage  that  metal,  and  as 
that  system,  in  its  forty  years'  reign  over  the 
American  people,  had  nearly  destroyed  a  knowl- 
edge of  that  currency,  he  would  briefly  enomer- 
ate  its  leading  and  prominent  advantages.  1. 
It  had  an  intrinsic  value,  which  gave  it  cur- 
rency all  over  the  world,  to  the  full  amount  of 
that  valne^  witbont  regard  to  laws  or  clrcnm- 
Btances.  2.  It  had  a  uniform]^  of  valoe,  which 
made  it  the  safest  standard  of  uie  valne  of  prop- 
erty -which  the  wisdom  of  man  had  ever  yet 
^Beorered.  3.  Its  portability ;  which  made  it 
easy  for  the  traveller  to  carry  it  about  with  him. 
4.  Ite  indestraotibility ;  which  made  it  the 
safest  money  thsA  people  could  keep  in  their 
houses.  6.  Its  inherent  purity ;  which  made  it 
the  hardest  money  to  be  counterfeited,  and 
the  easiest  to  be  detected,  and,  therefore,  the 
safest  money  for  the  people  to  handle.  6.  Its 
superiority  over  all  other  money ;  which  gave 
to  its  possessor  the  choice  and  command  of  all 
other  money.  7.  Its  power  otot  ezohaoges ; 
gold  being  the  currency  which  contribntesmost 
to  tiie  equalization  of  ezohange^  and  keeping 
down  the  rate  of  ezohange  to  the  lowest  and 
most  uniform  point.  8.  Its  power  over  the 
paper  money ;  gold  being  the  natural  enemy  of 
that  system,  and,  with  fair  play,  able  to  hold  it 
in  check.  9.  It  is  a  constitntional  currency; 
and  the  people  have  a  right  to  demand  it,  for 
their  currency,  as  long  as  the  present  cmistitn- 
tion  is  permitted  to  exist 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  false  valuation  put  npon 
gold  had  rendered  the  mint  of  the  United  States, 
80  &r  aa  the  gold  o(^uage  is  concerned,  a  most 
ridiculous  and  ahanrd  inrtituti(»i.  It  has  coined, 
and  that  at  a  large  expense  to  the  United  States, 
8,262,717  pieces  of  gold,  worth  $11,852,890 ; 
and  where  are  these  pieces  now !  Not  one 
oi  them  to  be  seen  I  all  sold  and  exported  1  and 
so  regular  is  tliis  operation  that  the  director  of 
the  mint.  In  his  latest  report  to  Congress,  says 
that  the  new  coined  gold  frequently  remans 
in  the  mint,  uncalled  for,  though  ready  for 
delivery,  until  the  day  arrives  for  a  packet  to 
siul  to  Europe.  He  calculates  that  two  millions 
of  native  gold  will  be  coined  aunnaUy  hereaf- 
ter ;  the  whole  of  which,  without  a  reform  of 
the  gold  standard,  will  be  conducted,  like  exiles, 
from  Uie  naUonal  mint  to  the  seashore,  and 
transported  to  foreign  r^ons,  to  be  sold  for 
the  bmefit  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  was  not  the  time  to  disenaB 
the  relative  valne  of  gold  and  silver,  nor  to 
urge  the  particular  proportion  which  ought  to 
be  established  between  them.  That  would  be 
the  proper  work  of  a  committee.  At  presrait  it 
might  be  suflScient,  and  not  irrelevant,  to  say 
that  this  question  was  one  of  commerce — that 
it  wafi  purely  and  simply  a  mercantile  problem 
— as  much  so  as  an  acqni^tion  of  any  ordinary 
merchandise  from  foreign  countries  could  be. 
Gold  goes  where  it  finds  its  vidne,  and  that 
Yalae  is  what  the  laws  of  great  nationa  give  it. 


In  Mexico  and  Sonth  America — tlie  countries 
which  produce  gold,  and  from  which  the  United 
States  must  derive  Uieir  chief  supply — the  value 
of  gold  is  16  to  1  over  silver ;  in  the  island  of 
Cuba  it  is  17  to  1 ;  in  Spain  and  Portugal  it  ie 
16  to  1 ;  in  the  West  Indies,  generally,  it  is  the 
same.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  tliat  gold  wOl 
come  from  these  countries  to  the  United  States 
if  the  importer  is  to  lose  one  dollar  in  every 
sixteen  that  he  brings ;  or  that  our  own  gold 
will  remain  with  us,  when  an  exporter  can  gain 
a  dollar  apon  everj  fifteen  that  ne  carries  ont. 
Sneh  results  would  be  contrary  to  the  laws  <^ 
trade ;  and  therefore  we  must  place  the  same 
value  upon  gold  that  other  nations  do,  if  we 
wish  to  gain  any  part  of  theirs,  or  to  regun  any 

Sart  of  our  own.  Mr.  B.  said  that  Uie  case  of 
Ingland  and  Franco  was  no  exception  to  this 
mle.  They  rated  gold  at  something  leas  than 
16  for  1,  and  still  retained  gold  in  circulation, 
but  it  was  retained  by  force  of  peculiar  laws 
and  advantages  which  do  not  prevail  in  the 
United  States.   In  England  the  circulation  of 

Slid  was  aided  uid  protected  by  fbursnbudiaiT 
ws,  neither  of  which  exists  hem :  one  whiui 
prevented  silver  from  being  a  tender  for  more 
than  forty  shillings;  another  which  required 
the  Bank  of  England  to  pay  all  its  notes  in  gold ; 
a  third  which  suppressed  the  small  note  circu- 
lation ;  a  fourth  which  alloyed  tiieirnlver  nine 

f or  cent,  below  the  relative  value  of  gold. 
Q  France  the  relative  proportion  of  the  two 
metals  was  also  below  what  it  was  in  Spain, 
Portogal,  Mexico,  and  Sonth  America,  and  stiU 
a  plentiful  supply  of  gold  remained  in  circular 
tion ;  bnt  this  result  was  aided  by  two  pecu- 
liar causes ;  first,  the  total  absence  of  a  paper 
currency;  secondly,  the  prozimi^  of  6p^ 
and  the  in&riori^  of  ^anlsh  mannfiwtares^ 
which  gaveto  France  a  ready  and  a  near  market 
for  the  sale  of  her  fine  fabrics,  whidi  were  paid 
for  in  the  gold  of  the  New  World.  In  the 
United  States  gold  wonld  have  jume  of  these 
subsidiary  helps ;  on  the  contrary,  it  would  have 
to  contend  with  a  paper  currency,  and  wonld 
have  to  be  obtained,  the  product  of  our  own 
mines  ezcepted,  fh>m  Mexico  and  Sonth  Ameri- 
ca, where  it  is  rated  as  sizteen  to  one  for  sil- 
ver. All  these  circumstances,  and  many  others, 
wonld  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  in 
fixing  a  standard  for  the  United  Statea,  Mr. 
B.  repeated  that  there  was  nicety^  bnt  no  di£S- 
culty,  in  adjosting  the  relative  value  (tf  gcdd  and 
nlver  so  as  to  retain  both  in  circulation.  Sev- 
eral nations  of  antiquij^  had  done  it;  some 
modern  nations  also.  Tht  English  have  botii 
in  circulation  at  this  time.  The  French  have 
botii,  and  have  had  for  thirty  years.  The  States 
of  this  Union  also  had  both  in  the  time  of  tiie 
confederation,  and  retained  them  nntil  Uiis 
Federal  Government  was  established,  and  the 
paper  system  adopted.  Congress  should  not 
admit  that  it  cannot  do  for  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  what  so  many  monarchies  have 
done  for  their  snbjects.  Gentlemen,  especially, 
who  decry  military  chieftains,  should  not  con- 
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tea  that  they  themselves  cannot  do  for  Ameri- 
ca, what  a  military  chieftain  did  for  France. 
Above  an,  those  wno  are  now  engaged  in  de- 
crying the  State  Governments,  aad.  represent- 
ing t^iem  as  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  their  cur- 
rency without  a  master,  should  not  oome  oat 
with  a  pi-actical  confession  that  this  boasted 
Federal  Qovemment  cannot  perform  for  the 
Union  what  the  State  Governments,  each  for 
itself^  performed  for  its  citizens,  for  the  whole 
period  wliich  elapsed  (torn  the  close  of  the  Rev- 
olution  to  the  establishment  of  this  Government 


Satukdat,  March  32. 

Mr-  Wbbstes  said  thatbe  had  been  lequested 
to  present  to  the  Senate  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting  held  at  Ohambersburg,  in  the  county 
of  Franldin  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  attend- 
ed by  v«7  many  ciUzens  of  that  county ;  and 
also  a  memorial  respectfully  addressed  to  both 
Bouses  of  Congress,  Mgoed  by  more  than  1,800 
of  the  inhabitants  and  electors,  expressing  tiieir 
opinions,  hopes,  and  fears,  in  regard  to  the 
present  condition  of  pubhc  affairs.  The  presen- 
tation of  this  paper  to  Congress  was  attended 
by  tiw  presence  w  a  large  oinnmiUee,  composed 
m  persons  of  the  first  respectability,  who,  not- 
withstanding what  thety  nave  seen  of  the  nn- 
merons  applications  to  Oongress— notwitbstand- 
Ing  the  abundant  evidence  which  has  been  fdr- 
^wed  of  the  distress  pervading  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  the  necessity  of  some  government- 
al interference  to  alleviate  that  distress,  yet 
had  felt  it  thoir  duty  to  accompany  their  me- 
morise to  the  seat  of  Government,  and  to  assist 
in  producing  a  conviction  on  tiie  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  that  some  legisiatiTe  measures  were 
necessary. 

The  county  of  Franklin  was  one  of  the  most 
respectable  and  wealthy  in  the  great  State  of 
I^muylvania.  It  was  dtuated  in  a  rich  lime- 
stone valley,  and,  in  its  main  character,  was 
agricultural.  He  had  the  pleaanre,  last  year, 
to  pass  through  IL  and  see  It  for  the  first  time, 
when  its  rich  fields  of  wheat  and  rye  were  ri- 
pening, and,  certainly,  he  little  thought  then, 
that  he  diodd,  at  this  time,  have  to  present  to 
the  Senate  such  undeniable  proofs  of  their  ac- 
tual, severe,  and  pressing  distress.  These  me- 
morialists, for  themselves,  were  sick,  sick 
enough  of  the  Executive  experiment.  They 
thought  the  interests  of  themselves  and  the 
oonntry  generally  were  too  important  to  be 
mode  the  salfject  of  a  rash  experiment  They 
did  not  come  to  seek  a  boon  from  the  Execu- 
tive— ^th^  son^^t  no  extraordinary  degree  of 
attention  from  Ocm^^reflB.  They  only  ask  that 
the  laws  be  administered  according  to  their 
^rit  They  ask  that  the  laws  might  take  th^ 
course,  and  seonre  theh-  sooial  and  political 
rif^ts.  They  desired  that  tiie  war  going  on 
bi^ween  the  President  and  the  bank  cease, 
liiey  feel  themselves  unsafe  while  tiiia  state  of 
homlity  continues.  They  desire  to  see  Oon- 


CTess  intupose  to  check  the  naorpfttions  of 
Executive  power,  which,  In  the  langoage  of  a 
British  statesman,  has  increased,  is  increasing, 

and  ought  to  be  dimioi^ed.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  only  add  his  solemn  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  what  the  memorialists  said,  and  moved 
that  the  memorial  and  proceedings  be  referred 
to  tiie  Committee  on  Finance  and  printed.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Shade  Island  Mmoriah. 

Mr.  Bobbins  presented  two  memorials  on  the 
subject  of  the  general  distress  and  pecuniary 
embarrassments  of  the  country ;  one  from  the 
town  of  Newport,  Bhode  Island,  and  the  othw 
from  tbA  inhabitants  of  the  towna  of  &iiithfidid 
and  Cumberland,  in  the  same  State. 

In  offering  those  memorials,  Mr.  R.  addressed 
the  Senate  eamestiy  in  support  of  their  ottjeotfi, 
concurring  with  them  in  their  representation 
that  tiie  rem(Tval  of  the  deposits  had  brought 
upon  their  business  the  great  depression  of 
which  they  oompluned,  and  that  nothing  but 
their  restoration  could  restore  prosperity. 

Both  memorials  were  then  refarred  to  the 
Committee  on  Unanoe. 


MoHDAT,  Uuch  24. 
Lj/nn  (Moat.)  Mmor^ 

Hr.  Webstbb  presented  a  memorial  dgned 
by  nine  hnndred  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Lynn,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  remon- 
strating ogtunst  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
posits from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
praying  for  their  restoration,  with  such  other 
measures  as  Congress  may  deem  expedient 

Those  members  of  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  W., 
who  have  travelled  from  Boston  to  Salem,  or 
to  Nabant,  will  remember  the  town  of  Lyuu. 
It  is  a  beautiful  town,  situated  upon  the  sea,  in 
highly  industrious,  an^  has  been  nitherto  pros- 
perous and  flonziahing.  With  a  population  of 
eight  thousand  sonls,  ita  great  badness  is  tiie 
mann&otnre  of  shoes.  Ttuwtiionniid  persons, 
men,  women,  and  children,  are  engagea  in  this 
manufacture.  They  make  and  ow,  ordinarily, 
two  millions  of  pairs  of  shoes  a  year,  for  which, 
at  76  cents  a  pair,  they  receive  one  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  They  consume  half 
a  million  of  dollars'  worth  of  leather,  of  which 
they  buy  a  large  portion  in  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore,  and  tiid  rest  in  their  own  neighbor- 
hood. The  articles  monnfactured  by  them  are 
sent  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  finding  their 
way  into  every  prindpal  port^  from  Eas^KUt 
round  to  St  Louis.  Now,  ur,  when  I  was  last 
among  tiie  people  of  this  handsome  town,  all 
was  prosperity  and  happinMs.  Thm  bnainest 
was  not  extravagantiy  profitable;  tiiciy  were 
not  growing  rich  over  fast,  but  they  were  com- 
fortable, all  employed,  and  all  satisfied  and 
cont^ted.  But  ur,  with  them,  as  with  others, 
a  most  serious  change  has  taken  place.  They 
find  thoir  nsoal  em^yments  aadoenly  arreet- 


Lyim  (JfoM.)  Memorial. 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  07  CONGRESS. 


297 


]Camb,1884.] 

ed,  from  the  same  cause  vliloh  has  smitten  other 
puts  of  the  coDntry  irith  like  effects ;  and  they 
Aave  sent  forward  a  memorial,  which  I  have 
DOW  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  Senate. 
This  memorial,  sir,  is  signed  by  nine  hundred 
of  the  legal  voters  of  the  town ;  and  I  ander- 
stand  the  largest  number  of  votes  known  to 
have  been  ^ven  is  one  thousand,  Tbeir  memo- 
rial is  short ;  it  complains  of  the  illegal  remov- 
al of  the  deposits,  of  the  attack  on  the  bank, 
and  of  the  effect  of  these  measures  ou  their 
tnudneM. 

Mr.  President,  when  will  this  foolish  experi- 
ment be  abandoned  t  All  men  may  oommit 
errors,  bat  wise  men,  and  candid  men,  will  re- 
tract them  so  soon  as  they  aee  them  to  be  er- 
rors. They  will  not  adhere  to  error,  in  spite 
of  experience,  and  grow  more  obstinate  and 
more  angry,  in  proportion  aa  that  error  becomes 
more  and  more  manifest.  Sir,  we  have  oome 
to  a  pass,  in  which  ^tachment  to  preconceived 
opinions,  and  to  hastily  adopted  purposes,  must 
give  way  to  truth  and  reason.  The  times  are 
Becoming  too  sober,  quite  too  sober,  for  any 
man,  or  any  aet  of  men,  to  make  a  stubborn 
point  of  what  they  may  call  their  own  consist- 
ency. The  ooDDtiy  mnit  be  saved;  and  the 
people  mart  save  it  by  oompelling  those  who 
nave  adopted  ruinous  meaanres,  to  retrace  their 
steps,  if  tney  will  not  retrace  them  of  their  own 
free  will,  having  secoi  their  utter  and  abso- 
lute fulnre,  and  the  enormous  mischieft  which 
they  have  produced. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Benton  said :  The  daily  morning  appari- 
tion of  these  distress  petitions  was  a  novelty  in 
this  chamber,  and  they  were  presented  in  a 
novd  manner — with  elaborate  speeohea,  when 
the  rule*  of  the  Senate  only  admit  the  eontenta 
to  be  Btated,  aa  noUiiDgisto  be  donewiUi  them 
except  to  refer  them  to  a  committee— to  which 
nobody  objects.  Then  why  the  speeches? 
They  are  certainly  for  the  country,  not  for 
the  Senate,  and  certainly  tend  to  increase  the 
distress  of  which  they  complain.  No  doubt  the 
coontry  is  distressed,  struck  down  from  pros- 
perity in  a  few  weeks ;  and  no  doubt  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  has  done  it,  and  done  it  for 
the  purpose  of  forcing  a  reoharter  and  a  restora- 
tion of  the  deposits  through  the  distreases  of  the 
people.  They  all  say  the  same  thing,  that  notb- 
ing  but  this  restoration  and  recharter  wiU  re- 
lieve the  distress.  Weill  the  bank  will  not 
be  nchartered,  nor  the  depodts  restored,  and 
yet  the  distress  will  eeaae,  and  all  the  imputed 
onues  of  the  distress  will  be  fonnd  to  be  a  nus- 
take. 


TuxraiAY,  Maroh  2S. 

MmoridlJ^rom  PiiUuUfykia. 

Mr.  Olattcn  presented  resolutions  adopted 
at  A  large  pablio  meeting  of  silversmitha,  watch- 
niaken^  Jewdkn,  Ac,  dlliod^  <tf  Fhiladelphia. 


He  stated  the  substance  of  the  resolutions,  and 
expressed  his  regret  tiiat  an  earlier  opportunity 
for  the  presentation  of  them  had  been  denied 
him,  in  consequence  of  the  great  press  of  busi- 
ness before  the  Senate, 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  enforce  the  opinions  and 
arguments  adopted  at  the  meeting,  by  commenta 
on  the  respectability  of  those  who  advanced 
them,  and  tiie  peculiar  character  of  the  meet- 
ing. It  was  composed  of  a  class  of  men  whose 
business  was,  of  ul  others  perhaps,  most  affect- 
ed  by  diaastroua  fluetoations  in  uie  enrreuoy, 
being  the  mannlhctare  and  sale  of  sn(2k  articles 
as  are  moat  liable  to  be  dii^sed  witii  Iqr  a 
suffering  people  in  any  state  of  gesml  em- 
bairassment ;  and  he  held  it  doe  to  the  Senate 
to  observe  that,  from  the  int^igenee  and  in. 
tegrity  of  those  whose  names  appeared  on  the 
face  of  the  proceedings,  the  sentmienta  advanc- 
ed in  reference  to  a  subject  whicli  necessarily 
engaged  so  much  of  their  attention  aa  men  of 
business,  were  entitled  to  be  weighed  with  Ihe 
highest  respect  by  this  honorabfe  body.  On 
his  motion,  the  resolutions  were  read,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


WsDnisDAT,  March  26. 

Tcunff  MetCt  JXitreaa  HfmoruU^  PAilade^Ma, 
6,000  Signer*— CotRimiUu  ^B6  Toung  Mm 
to  bring  it  on. 

Mr.  SouTHAED  presented  the  proceedings  of  a 
meeting,  held  on  the  Hth  of  the  present  month, 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  composed  entirely 
of  the  young  men  of  that  city  and  neighbor- 
hood, ascribing  the  present  calamitous  condition 
of  the  country  tb  the  removal  of  the  public  de- 
porits  from  the  Bankof  the  UnltedStatea.  On 
presenting  these  memorials — 

Mr,  8.  said:  On  the  14th  of  this  month,  a 
meeting  was  held  in  the  of  Philadelphia, 
at  which  2S  persons  were  appointed  to  proceed 
to  this  place,  for  the  purpose  of  having  uio  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  meetmg  properly  presentea  to 
Congress,  and  suitable  means  used  to  effect  their 
object  Itwas  also  resolved  to  forward  to  me  a 
copy  of  their  proceedings,  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate.  I  cconply,  with  great  cheerfulness, 
with  their  request,  and  now  offer  them  to  your 
consideration.  The  meeting  was  not  of  an  or- 
dinary character,  nor  composed  of  individneJs 
usually  found  in  political,  or  other  public  meet- 
ings. It  was  called  by  more  than  6,000  young 
men,  and  composed  entirely  of  young  men — a 
portion  of  them  not  yet  belonging  to  any  of 
the  parties  into  which  the  pdfiticians  en  the 
country  have  been  divided ;  who  have,  aa  yet, 
assumed  no  party  name,  and  leaned  to  follow 
no  party  leader.  They  have  no  name  written 
upon  their  standards,  or  marked  upon  their 
foreheads.  The  only  flag  which  they  haVe 
used,  is  that  of  their  common  country.  They 
were  attracted,  or  rather  urged,  sir,  to  thU 
meeting,  and  to  the  ezpresdon  of  th^  feelings 
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and  opinions,  by  what  they  saw  around,  and 
knew  of  the  action  of  the  ExecntlTe  upon  the 
currency  and  prosperity  of  the  country.  They 
have  just  entered,  or  are  about  entering,  on 
the  busy  occupations  of  manhood,  and  are  sud- 
denly Borprised  by  a  state  of  thinga  around 
them,  new  to  their  obserration  and  experience. 
Calamity  had  been  a  stranger  in  their  pathway. 
They  have  grown  up  through  their  boyhood  in 
the  ei^joyments  of  present  comfort,  and  the  an- 
ticipation of  future  prosperity -—their  seniors 
actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  various 
oooupations  of  the  community,  and  the  wh(^ 
drcle  of  employments  open  iHsfore  their  own 
industry  and  hopes— the  institutions  of  their 
country  beloved,  and  their  protecting  influence 
covering  the  exertions  of  all  for  their  benefit 
and  happiness.  In  this  state  they  saw  the  pub- 
lic prosperity,  with  which  alone  they  were 
familiar,  blasted,  and  for  the  time  destroyed. 
The  whole  scene,  their  whole  country  was 
changed  j  they  witnesaed  forttmee  foiling,  home- 
ateada  nuned,  merchants  foiling,  artisans  bn^cen, 
meohanics  impoverished,  all  the  employments  on 
which  tliey  were  about  to  enter,  paralyzed ;  la- 
bor denied  to  the  needy,  and  reward  to  the  in- 
dustrious ;  losses  of  millions  of  property,  and 
gloom  settling  where  joy  and  happiness  before 
existed.  They  felt  the  sirocco  pass  by,  and 
desolate  the  plains  where  peace,  and  animation, 
and  happiness  exulted.  I^e  act  itself  they  re- 
gard as  one  of  high-banded  power,  which  spurns 
constitutional  checks,  and  overleaps  the  barriers 
prepared  by  onr  fathers  against  arbitrary  Gov- 
ernments ;  as  destroyii^  confidence  in  tiie  cur- 
rency  of  tibe  country,  and  the  policy  of  the  Got- 
emment,  and  the  stability  of  onr  institutions ; 
and  meriting  the  deep  and  lasUng  execrations 
of  an  ii^ured  and  outraged  peo^e. 

Ur.  8.  then  moved  that  the  proceedings  be 
read,  printed,  uid  referred  to  the  Oonunittee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  I^BSTON  BMd :  I  rise,  Mr.  President,  for 
the  double  pnrpose  of  seconding  (which  I  do 
by  the  request  of  the  memorialiste)  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  and  of  announc- 
ing to  the  Senate,  that,  when  that  motion  is 
disposed  of,  I  will  have  the  honor  of  presenting 
to  the  Senate,  a  memorial  from  the  8d  Congres- 
aional  district  of  Pennsylvania.  I  sh^  avail 
myself  of  the  present  occasion  to  anbmit  what 
I  have  to  say  ajton  both  memOTials. 

That  which  is  now  under  the  formal  odn- 
^deration  of  the  Senate^  is  distinguished  from 
all  others  which  have  been  heretofore  received, 
in  this,  that  whereas  heretofore  memorials  have 
been  presented  either  iVom  promiscuous  assem- 
blages of  citizens,  or  from  assemblies  of  citizens 
of  particular  avocations,  as  merchants,  manufac- 
turers, &o.,  but  all  representing  the  great,  active, 
and  what  may  be  called  the  politics!  body  of  the 
oommnnity,  the  present  memorialists  are  not 
designated  from  the  mass  of  our  citizens  by 
trade,  or  calling,  or  pursuits  in  life,  but  are  dis- , 
tingnished  from  it  t>y  the  foct^  that  they  are 
yoQDgmen,  Foot  thotuand  young  men  aga 
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the  memorial  before  us,  and  venture  to  suggest 
their  sentiments  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  obvious  that  those  who  defend 
the  measured  of  the  administration,  and  whose 
business  it  is  to  detract  from  ^e  efficacy  of 
every  numifeatation  of  pnblio  tnnnicm,  will  be 
prompt  with  the  inquiry.  By  what  titie  to  re- 
spect do  the  ^oung  men  of  Riiladelphia  claim 
the  conrideration  of  the  Swate  I  why  shonld 
those,  who  are  just  bq^nning  to  look  upon  lifo, 
assume  to  express  opmi<HU  up<m  the  gravest 
and  most  oomi^ex  concerns  ?  For  my  part^ 
said  Ur.  P.,  I  think  X  can  percdve  in  tbtto  pxo- 
oeedings  a  most  instructive  lewon. 

It  may;  happen,  air,  that  the  influences  of  yvnth* 
fnl  ardor  have  as  little  effect  in  giving  bias  to 
the  ju^ment,  as  tJie  peculiar  pnrsoits,  the  ac- 
oidentu  interests,  and,  above  all,  the  party 
spirit,  of  those  who  have  entered  fnlly  into  the 
more  strenuous  pursuits  of  life.  If  these  me- 
morialists are  young,  th^  are  unsophisticated 
— if  their  jndgment  be  considered  immature,  let 
it  be  remembered  that  their  hearts  are  sound 
and  gMieroua;  and,  above  all,  let  ns  not  forget 
that  these  gentlemen  express  what  the  bold,  uie 
generous,  the  untrammelled,  and  the  unselfish 
feel;  an^  if  you  please,  sir,  that  they  reflect  and 
indicate  the  emotions  which  so  profoundly 
agitate  our  country  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
It  is  obvious,  sir,  tiiat  a  deep  feeling  of  anxiety 
has  taken  possession  of  the  pnblio  nund ;  a  feel- 
ing independent  of  actual  sufiTering,  and  inde- 
pendent too  of  a  full  perception  of  the  extent 
of  the  misrule  to  which  we  are  subjected.  It 
is  not  only  those  whose  fortunes  and  hopes  in 
life  have  been  i^oatrated.  It  is  not  only  Hum 
who  stand  upon  tiw  hxink  of  min,  and  look  to 
each  coming  day  with  dread  of  its  results.  It 
is  not  only  those  whose  business  or  habit  it  is 
to  mark  the  progress  of  political  changes,  and 
note  coming  events  in  the  shadows  which  they 
oast  before  them.  To  none  of  these  classes  be- 
long the  memorialists  before  us ;  but,  every  or- 
der of  society,  every  condition  of  life,  all  ages, 
and  both  sexes,  are  aroused  by  the  blow  which 
has  been  struck,  by  the  Executive,  upon  that 
cord  which  binds  every  heart  to  our  common 
country;  and  these  memorialists,  ur,  when  they 
declare  that  the  laws  have  been  violated,  and 
the  oonst^tatdoa  endangered,  find  an  echo  in 
every  man's  bosom.  It  will  be  found  tiiat  the 
mfflnorialirts  confine  themselves  to  these  tt^ios. 
These  are  t^e  topics  which  occupy  and  agitate 
the  community ;  and  so  absorbing  have  been 
the  feelings  exdted  by  the  seizure  of  the  publio 
money,  so  much  has  it  astounded  and  alarmed 
the  public  mind,  that  all  other  sul^eots  have 
been  forgotten,  all  other  acts  of  misrule  over- 
looked, while  this  has  claimed  an  exclusive  and 
intense  attention. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  I  trust  that  the  prayers  of 
our  fulow-citizens  will  be  answered.  The  memo- 
rial presented  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
adds  to  their  numbers,  and  when  it  is  disposed 
of^  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  presenting  another, 
rigned  by  4^677  Totersiu  the  third  Oongrenica* 
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al  district  of  PennsylTimia,  which  I  will  pro- 
pose shall  take  the  same  course. 

Ur.  Brown  said  that  thu  remarks  which  had 
feUen  from  the  gentlemen  who  bad  jnst  address- 
ed the  Chair,  (Messrs.  Soutbabd  and  Pbsstoh,) 
seemed  to  reqnire  from  him  some  reply ;  hnt^ 
before  he  proceeded  farther,  be  wonld  take  oc- 
casion to  compliment  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fflde,  on  their  having  recovered  the  position 
that  they  had  for  some  time  lost  sight  of.  Their 
strong  political  phalanx  seemed  to  hav«  bera 
waTering.  He  b^an  to  think  Hiat  all  was  not 
well  •with  them ;  and  that  they  did  not  com- 
mand that  entire  unity  of  action  whidi  formerly 
distingniahed  them.  They  told  ns  at  one  time, 
said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  violated  laws,  and  an 
outraged  constitntion,  was  the  only  issne  before 
the  Senate ;  and  when  we  told  them  that  the 
recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
the  only  true  issue,  that  was  stoatly  met  and 
denied.  A  bill  to  recharter  the  bank  had  been 
presented  a  few  days  ago,  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  introdnced  it  opened  the  debate 
with  a  fall  disonssion  on  all  its  merito,  and  with 
an  ingenoily  charaoteristio  ot  able  parliament- 
ary leaders;  that  issne  had  been  wi&drawn, 
and  the  notes  of  distress  were  again  sonnded. 
He  again  congratulated  gentlemen  on  the  re- 
covery of  their  former  position. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina 
(Mr.  Pbtoton)  prefaced  his  remarks  by  saying 
that  one  of  the  circnmstances  peculiarly  mark- 
ing the  present  times  was  the  presentment  of  a 
memorial  from  the  yonng  men  of  the  conntry. 
What  do  we  see?  (said  Mr.  B.)  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  country,  the  yonng 
men  bronght  forward  to  fight  the  battles  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  this  showed 
the  tolismanic  power  of  that  institution,  that 
they  were  able  to  mingle  audi  inoon^ona 
elements  in  the  conflict  What  do  we  see?  he 
again  asked.  Why,  the  bank  rednoed  to  the 
necessity,  after  having  nnderaone  a  review 
before  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  dis- 
comfited there,  of  taking  refbge  among  a  parcel 
of  hoys.  The  honorable  gentleman  continnes  to 
harp  upon  the  great  distress  prevailing  through- 
out thecountry;  andwhatdoes  he  infer  from  this  I 
That  the  people  are  opposed  to  the  administra- 
tion on  this  hank  question  ?   Did  the  elections 

S've  any  evidence  of  the  kind?  Had  there 
ten  a  single  election  since,  that  had  not  given 
the  administration  a  triumphant  majority? 
Witness  the  elections  in  Virginia,  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  everywhere  that  eleotions  had 
been  neSd.  How,  then,  did  the  gentleman  tafyr 
that  the  people  were  against  the  adsalnistration 
on  this  bank  goestion,  when  the  elections  gave 
aneh  undeniable  evidence  to  the  contrary  (  The 
honorable  gentieman  had  gone  on  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  our  foreign  relatioiu,  and  he 
wonld  take  npon  himself  to  answer  him.  There 
never  had  been  a  time,  since  the  formation  of 
our  Government,  when  our  foreign  relations 
were  oondncted  with  snch  onparallded  Bncoess ; 
and  with  what  dignity  and  akill,  migbt  be  read 


in  anation's  hearts,  and  find  an  approving  throb 
ia  every  patriot  bosom.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  was  rather  an  unfortunate  topic  for  the 
gentieman  to  advert  to.  Matters  of  old  con- 
troversy with  foreign  powers,  which  had  here- 
tofore bafiBed  the  skill  of  the  ablest  negotiators, 
had  been  settied,  and  satisfactorily  settled,  under 
this  administration.  The  gentieman  had  spoken 
of  the  vacancies  in  onr  diplomatic  corps ;  bat  he 
(Mr.  B.)  was  not  aware  of  any  foreign  conrt  at 
which  tiie  United  States  were  not  represented^ 
either  by  a  minister  orachai^;  and,  asto  Bus- 
da,  the  gentleman  mast  be  aware  tiiat  h  was  but 
a  very  snort  time  since  oar  minister  to  that  court 
had  retomed  home.  The  gentleman  asked  why 
we  were  not  represented  at  the  court  of  England  ? 
Now,  he  believed  that  a  satisfactory  answer  to 
that  question  might  be  found  in  'the  oircom- 
stance  that  the  appointments  of  the  Ezecntive 
to  that  court  had  not  always  met  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Senate.  A  few  years  ago, 
the  appointment  of  a  minister  to  England  was 
mode,  and  with  what  anecess,  the  history  of 
that  body  (the  Senate)  wonld  show.  Again : 
the  gentieman  bad  referred  to  the  tendency  of 
this  Government  to  oonoentrate  power  in  the 
hands  one  man ;  bat,  If  there  waa  such  a 
one,  he  oonld  only  say  there  was  a  counter  ten- 
dency in  the  people  towards  the  support  of  lib- 
erty.  Did  not  the  gentleman  pereeive  a  ten- 
dency in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  towards 
an  unauthorized  ossamption  of  power }  "  Look 
on  this  picture,  and  on  that."  We  see  on  insti- 
tution taking  an  attitnde  wholly  unparalleled  in 
the  history  of  the  country,  and  yet  we  have 
heard  it  draw  down  from  gratiemen  no  denun- 
ciations. It  had  been  repeatedly  charged  that 
the  Preudent  was  disposed  to  arrogate  to  him- 
self monarchical  power — ^to  assume  the  imperial 
pnrple ;  and  yet,  when  we  look  to  the  age  of 
the  man,  to  his  halnts,  and  to  his  character, 
we  may  well  ask  what  olf}ect  he  can  have  in 
view  ior  abudng  the  high  trust  reposed  in  him  I 
On  the  contrary,  he  has  every  inducement  not 
to  tarnish  that  fame  acquired  by  such  distin- 
guished services,  and  by  a  long  life  of  patriotic 
devotion  to  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
Mr.  B.  concluded  by  saying,  he  had  conceived 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  these  few  remarks, 
in  reply  to  what  bad  fallen  from  the  gentiemen 
from  New  Jersey  and  South  Carolina. 

The  memoiiale,  as  moved,  were  then  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


Tbubsdat,  March  27. 
Zam^&m  (JCinftMiiy)  Meawriat. 
Mr.  Cut  said  he  was  deairoos  of  calHng  np 
the  reeolntions  he  had  submitted  some  oaya 
ago,  but  as  he  did  not  perceive  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  who  he  was  inclined  to  believe 
willed  to  make  some  observations  on  the  sub- 
ject, to  be  in  his  place,  he  would  waive  the 
motion,  and  take  the  present  opportunity  of 
presentuig  a  memorial  mm  the  <utuens  of  Lex- 


Digilized  by 


lAxmgttm.  {Kg.)  Memorial, 


800 


ABRIDaKBNT  07  THB 


ingtOD,  and  of  the  town  and  county  of  Fayette, 
Keatnclcy,  on  the  subject  so  interesling  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States.   This  memorial 
was  signed  by  upwards  of  1,200  persona,  em- 
bradng  mechanics,  manufacturers,  fturniOTs, 
merohantB,  and  the  great  body  of  men  of  boM- 
nen  of  those  places ;  it  was  signed  by  numbers 
of  his  filenda  and  nddbbor*— by  indiTidnals, 
Bome  of  whmn  be  hod  Known  for  forly  years. 
It  was  on  the  common  topic  which  had  so  often 
and  for  so  long  a  time  engaged  the  attentjon  of 
the  Senate — the  existing  £s&ess  of  ihe  conntty. 
It  was  very  true,  that  the  memorialists  did  not 
speak  of  yery  great  pressure  in  their  portion 
of  the  country ;  they  spoke  of  the  approach  of 
great  distress,  and  expreased  their  apprehensions 
that  it  would  continue  to  increase.   But  in 
what  country,  in  what  climate,  tiie  most  fii* 
vored  1^  Heaven,  can  happiness  and  prosperity 
ezist  against  bad  government,  against  misrule, 
and  agunst  ndi  and  ni-adviaea  experiments  1 
On  the  monntain's  top,  in  the  moantam'a  cavern, 
in  the  remotest  borders  of  the  country,  every- 
where, eveiT  interest  has  been  affected  by  the 
mistaken  poUoy  oi  the  Ezeentive.  While  he  ad- 
mitted th^  the  solicitude  of  bis  neighbors  and 
friends  was  excited  in  some  d^;ree  by  the  embar- 
rassments  of  the  country,  yet  they  felt  a  deeper 
solicitude  for  the  restoration  of  the  rightful  au- 
thority of  the  constitution  and  the  laws.  It  is  this 
which  ex<ute8  their  apprehensions,  and  creates  all 
their  alarm.  He  would  not,  at  this  time,  enlarge 
&rther  on  the  subject  of  tbia  mem<HiaL  He 
would  only  remark,  that  hemp,  the  great  staple 
of  the  part  of  the  oonntiy  mm  whence  uie 
memorial  oam&  had  fiiUen  twenty  pet  cent 
innce  be  left  home,  and  that  Indian  corn, 
another  of  its  greatest  ataidea,  the  most  valu- 
able of  the  fruits  of  the  earth  for  the  use  of 
man,  which  the  farmer  converted  into  most  of 
the  artides  of  his  consumption,  Aimisbing  him 
with  food  and  raiment,  had  fallen  to  an  equal 
extent.  There  were  in  that  county  six  thousand 
fat  bullocks  now  remaining  unsold,  when,  long 
before  this  time  last  year,  there  was  scarcely 
one  to  be  purchased.   They  were  not  sold, 
because  the  butchers  could  not  obtain  from  the 
banks  the  usnal  facilitaes  in  the  way  of  dia- 
connti ;  tbej  could  not  obt^  funds  in  antici- 
pation of  their  sale  whtfewith  to  purchase  ; 
and  now  $100,000  worth  ot  this  spedes  of 
property  remains  on  hand,  which,  if  sold, 
would  have  been  scattered  through  the  country 
by  the  graziers,  produoins  all  the  advantages 
to  be  ^rived  from  so  large  a  circulation. 
Every  farmer  was  too  w^  aware  of  these  &cts 
one  moment  to  doubt  them.   We  are,  sud  Mr. 
0.,  not  a  complaining  people.   We  think  not 
BO  much  of  distress.   Give  us  our  laws — guar- 
antee to  us  our  constitution — and  we  wUl  be 
content  with  almost  any  form  of  government 

Mr.  C.  asked  that  the  memorial  be  read, 
printed  with  the  signatures,  and  referred  to  the 
Ckpmmittee  on  Xlnanoe;  which  motion  was 
carried. 


Fbidat,  March  28. 
Albany  Memorial. 
Kr.  Webstkb  presented  a  memorial  ngned 
by  about  tw«ity-oight  hundred  of  the  citizens  of 
Albany.    On  presenting  this  memorial,  Jtx, 
WsBsnsBBid: 

Mr.  President:  I  have  tiie  honor  to  inwent 
to  the  Senate,  a  memorial  firom  the  city  of 
Albany. 

New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Bos- 
ton, have  already  laid  before  Congress,  the  opin- 
ions entertuned  in  those  dties  by  men  in  all  dass- 
08  of  sodety,  andof  all  oocnpati<Mu  and  conditions 
in  life,  respecting  the  conduct  of  the  administra- 
tion in  removing  the  public  depodts.  To  these, 
Albany  now  joins  her  voice — &  voice  not  less 
dear,  not  less  strong,  not  less  unanimous,  than 
that  of  her  dster  dties. 

It  is  well  known  to  yon,  sir,  and  to  gentlemen 
on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  Albaoy,  for  its 
size,  is  an  eztremdy  mnmnendal  oity.  Con- 
nected with  the  sea  by  one  of  the  nobleet 
rivers  on  earth,  it  is  placed,  also,  at  the  point, 
at  or  near  which  many  hnndred  miles  of  mland 
navigation,  from  the  west  and  from  the  north, 
accumulate  the  products  of  a  vast  and  fertile 
interior,  and  deliver  them,  for  farther  transport, 
into  receptades  proper  to  be  borne  on  tide- 
waters, or  to  be  impelled  by  steam.  In  retafn 
for  th^  riches  of  mland  industry,  thus  abon- 
dantly  poured  forth  to  the  sea,  Albany  receives, ' 
of  course,  large  amounts  of  foreign  merdiandise, 
to  be  forwarded  inward,  and  to  be  diBtribnted 
for  consumption  in  the  western  district  of  the 
State,  along  the  shims  of  the  lakes,  and  even 
to  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  itselC  It  is 
necessarily,  therefore,  a  place  of^ vast  exchanges 
of  property;  in  other  wora&  a  place  of  great  trade. 
Albany,  I  bdieve,  dr,  has  a  popnlaticm  o£ 
twenty-eight  or  thirty  thousand  people.  It 
has  given,  I  learn,  on  interesting  occasions, 
nearly,  but  not  quite,- thirt.y-eight  hundred  votes. 
The  paper,  sir,  whose  folds  I  am  now  unrolling, 
and  which  Z  have  risen  to  present  to  the 
Ohair,  bears  twenty-eight  hundred  names,  all 
believed  to  be  qualified  doctors.  Great  pains 
have  been  taken  to  be  accurate  in  this  partic- 
ular; and  if  there  be  a  dngle  name  to  this 
pimer  not  belonging  to  a  qnalined  voter,  it  is  not 
only  here  by  mistake,  Imt  hen  after  oarefbl 
Bcmtiny  has  been  had,  for  the  purpose  ot  arch- 
ing such  mistakes.  Every  man,  di^  whose  name 
is  here,  is  believed  to  have  a  right  to  say  "I 
am  an  American  citizen ;  Z  possess  the  dective 
franchise ;  I  hold  the  right  of  suffrage ;  I  pos- 
sess and  exercise  an  individual  share  in  the  sov- 
ereign power  of  the  State ;  I  am  one  of  those 
princii^ls,  whose  agent  Government  is,  and  I 
expect  from  6oTiimmentaproperref;ardtom7 
interests." 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  sir,  that  this  paper  ex- 
presses the  sentiments  of  three-fourths  of  aa 
many  citizens  of  Albany  as  have  ever  been  col- 
lected, on  any  occasion,  at  the  poUs  of  the  dty. 
What  these  sentiments  are,  the  Senate,  will  be 
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At  no  loM  to  nndentand,  when  the  paper  shall 
beread. 

Sir,  oor  condition  is  peculiar.  One  bardlj 
knows  how  to  desoribe  it  In  the  midst  of  m 
the  boQQties  of  Providence,  and  in  a  time  of 
pr^nnd  peace,  we  are  poor.  Our  Seoretair 
of  the  Treasnrj,  sir,  is  not  Midas.  His  tonch 
does  not  torn  ey^  thing  to  gold.  It  seems 
rather  to  turn  everj  thing  into  stone.  It  stops 
the  ftmetioDB  and  the  acticnt  of  organized 
Booial  life,  and  congeaU  the  whole  body  politic 
It  ]»rodncea  ft  kind  w  inBtsntaneona  petri&i^on. 
We  see  atill  the  fbnn  of  our  onoe  actire  social 
■TBtem,  bot  it  ia  withont  life.  We  can  trace  the 
yeins  along  its  cold  surface,  but  they  are  blood- 
les^  we  see  the  muscles,  but  they  are  motionless ; 
the  eztomal  form  is  yet  feit  and  goodly,  but 
there  is  a  oeasation  of  the  prindple  oi  life 
urttbin. 

[Hr.  W.  eonUmied  Us  imuuks  fbr  some  time, 
and  then  mored  the  r^bnnce  and  priDting  of  the 
memorial,  which  was  agreed  to  without  opporition.] 

Sancval  of  the  DepotiU. — Mr.  Clay't  Eetolu- 
Uoiu:  ths  Vote  Talem. 
The  Chaie  called  the  order  of  the  day,  being 
the  resolption  reported  upon  by  the  Finance 
Committee,  with  the  resolutions  moved  by  Hr. 

OtAT. 

Ur.  IfooBE  sud  he  did  not  rise  now  with  a 
new  of  entering  into  the  discussion  of  this 
questioiL  but  for  the  purpose  only  of  prevents 
ing,  dnnog  these  times  of  high  political  excite- 
ment, any  misrepresentation  of  me  viewa  which 
influenoea  the  vote  he  was  about  to  record. 
The  firrt  qaesti(m  presented  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Senate,  was — whether  the  reasons 
asagned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for 
the  measure  adopted  in  the  removal  of  the 
public  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  the  State  institutions,  in  whose  custody 
they  had  been  placed,  were  satisfactory  f  Mr. 
M.  said  it  was  his  honest  and  clear  conviction 
they  were  not  satisfactory,  but  insuCBcient 
and  untenable ;  and  that,  in  the  act  and  the 
manner  of  effecting  their  removal,  was  involved 
an  assumption  of  power,  the  legitimate  exercise 
of  which  properly  belonged  to  the  l«;islative 
dqtartment  of  the  Government.  But,  admitting 
the  removal  tit  tlie  public  money,  and  the 
manner  of  that  removal,  to  have  beoi  improp- 
er, and  as  meriting  ooisare,  yet  their  restora- 
tion to  the  Bank  of  Uie  United  States,  under  all 
the  ciromnstances  that  surround  us,  he  thought 
waa  fairly  questionable ;  and  particularly  if  the 
proportion  of  a  recharter  of  the  bank,  at  this 
time,  be  viewed  as  settled  in  the  negative,  of 
vhicui  he  could  not  entertun  a  doubt,  their 
repossession  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  short  time  it  had  to  exist,  could  not  be 
very  ImportaDt,  eitber  as  related  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  institution  itselt  or  the  interest 
of  the  oommnni^;  whilst  their  withdrawal 
from  the  banks  in  whose  custody  they  have 
been  placed,  would  greatly  reduce  their  means 


[Sbuzc 

and  power  to  afford  that  relief  to  the  wants 
and  distresses  of  the  people,  called  for  in  every 
direction.  But  a  more  powerful  consideration 
operating  upon  his  mind,  was  the  supposed  will 
and  wishes  of  a  majority  of  those  whom  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent ;  for,  although  he  was 
well  aware  that  a  very  respectable  minority, 
including  gentlemen  of  the  first  intelligence 
and  greiU  moral  worth,  were  decidedly  opposed 
to  tms  aet  of  the  Executive  in  the  removal,  and 
in  Ibw  of  a  nstOTation,  yet  he  waa  bound  to 
bellev&  from  the  indioationa  of  public  sentiment 
which  he  had  received,  that  a  majority  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State  entert^ned  different  views, 
and  he  therefore  gave  his  vote  In  &Tor  ctf  a  trib- 
ute due  to  public  opinion. 

Mr.  MoKKur  said  that  he  intended  to  vote 
a^nst  both  of  the  resolutions  under  con- 
sideration, for  several  reasons,  but  especially 
because  tiiey  were  ezduslvely  censorious  in 
their  character,  and  were  calculated  further  to 
distract  and  excite  the  ao'gry  feelings  whidh 
already  existed.  If  the  resolutions  pass,  they 
effect  no  remedy  for  the  extreme  distress,  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much,  nor  do  tJbey 

Eoint  to  any  fotnre  legislatitMi  for  that  purpose, 
[is  votes  on  these  resolutions  were  not  to  be 
taken  as  evidence  what  his  course  would  be 
when  a  distinct  proposition,  granting  rdief  to 
a  suffering  community,  should  be  presented. 

The  question  was  tiien  taken  upon  agr&eing 
to  the  first  of  the  resolutions,  being  that 
reported  by  the  Oonunittee  on  Finance,  in  the 
foUowiog  words : 

Retolved,  That  the  reasons  asrigned  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  tho  Treasury  for  the  remoTal  of  tbe  money 
of  the  United  States,  deported  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  branches,  communicated  to 
Congress  on  the  fourth  day  of  December,  1838,  are 
nnutisfactory  and  inaufflcient. 

And  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

TkjiB.— Messrs.  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewins,  Frelinghuysen,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Eing  of  Ga.,  Knight,  Leigh,  llangum,  Naudain, 
Poindexter,  Porter,  PrentiBS,  Preston,  Robbins, 
Siisbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprague,  Sirlft,  Tomlinson, 
Tyler,  Waggamon,  'Webster — 28. 

Nays. — ■Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsjth,  Grun- 
dy, Bill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  Unn,  UcEean, 
Moore,  Morris,  Robinson,  Sbepley,  TaUmadge,  Ti> 
too,  White,  Wilktau,  Wright— 18. 

Hr.  Clat,  at  the  instance  <tf  some  of  his  friends, 
modified  his  resolution,  so  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Prerident,  hi  tbe  late  exe<»l* 
tive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  pobUe  revenue, 
has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  constitndoa  and  laws,  but  m  dero- 
gation of  both. 

And  the  qnestton  bdng  taken  m  agreeing 
to  this  resolution,  it  was  decided  as  follows : 

Tkas.— MeBsra,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Knigb^  Leigh, 
Mangom,  Nauddn,  Ftrfndexter,  Porter,  Prentiss, 
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Preston,  Robbins,  SIsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Sprngue, 
Swifl,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster— 26, 
THats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grun- 
dy, Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
01  Georgia,  lion,  UcKean,  Uoore,  Uortis,  Robin- 
aon,  Sh^y,  Tallnudge,  Tipton,  WUte,  WOkinB, 
Wright—^. 

Bo  thU  resdntioa  alBO  iraa  Agreed  to. 


Batdkiut  March  S9. 

Cfcid  and  Silver  OarreTiey, 
Hr.  Benton  enbrnitted  the  following  resolo- 
tioD,  which  was  ordered  to1>e  printed : 

jRe$olvtd,  That  a  committee  be  apptunted  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  eveh  «<mmittee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Hoon  of  Rep- 
reseDtativea,  to  consider  and  report  to  the  Senate, 
and  to  the  Bouse,  reflpectirely,  what  alteiatiooa^  it 
any,  are  necessary  to  be  made—- 

1st.  In  the  Talne  of  the  gold  coined  at  the  mint 
of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  cheek  the  exportation 
of  that  coin,  and  to  restore  it  to  droolatioo  la  the 
United  States. 

2d.  In  the  laws  relatiTe  to  foreign  coins,  so  an  to 
restore  &9  gold  and  silver  coin  of  fbreign  nations 
to  their  former  circulation  within  the  United  States. 

8d.  In  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  (for  the  better 
collection  of  the  revenue,)  so  as  to  exclude  all  bank 
notes  under  twenty  dollars,  from  revenue  payments, 
after  a  given  period,  and  to  make  the  rcTcnne  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States  instrumental  in  the  grad- 
ual suppression  of  the  small  note  dreulation,  and 
the  intrvduction  of  gold  and  direr  for  the  common 
eorrency  of  the  ooa^ry. 


Wkdhudit,  April  2. 

I>eath  of  Mr.  Blairy     South  Carolina. 
The  foUowiDg  mese^e  was  reoeiTed  from 
the  House  of  RqiresraitaldTes,  hy  Ur.  i^klin, 
their  derk : 

Iir  TBI  House  or  Rep&xssntatites, 

Wedneiday,  April  2d,  1884. 

Ordcrtd,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  James  Blair, 
late  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the  State  of 
Boath  Carolina,  and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place 
this  day,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  fhim  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Hr.  Pbbston  sud :  I  am  sore  the  Senate  will 
sympathize  with  me  in  those  emotions  of  pro- 
found sorrow  with  which  I  rise  to  propose  the 
cnstomarj  resoltition  open  such  an  event.  The 
sadden  death  of  General  Blaib,  in  the  rigor 
of  life,  and  in  the  midst  of  its  most  etrennoas 
pursuits,  OBDDot  fitU  to  impress  all  minds  with 
the  most  solemn  feelings— which  to  ns  «re  eu- 
hanoed  hy  bis  aasodst£>n  with  as  in  &e  same 
pnrsalts,  and  by  the  fact  Uiat  this  is  the  second 
instance  this  session  of  such  an  awful  and  sudden 
dispensation  of  Providence.  We,  his  colleagues 
of  the  South  Carolina  delegation,  lament  hia 
loss  not  the  less  that  he  has  differed  with  us  in 
some  points  of  public  policy.  Such  differences 
have  never  extended  to  perstmal  separatilon; 
for  each  has  excnsed  the  zeal  cf  the  other,  by 
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a  mutual  and  equal  acknowledgment  of  zeal,  and 
Qoi  forbid  that  any  such  difference  should 
impede  for  a  nfoment  the  sad  current  of  feeling 
which  passes  through  my -heart.  To  whatever 
the  deceased  addrened  himself^  be  brought  un- 
common force  of  character,  firmness  of  purpose, 
and  vigor  of  intellect  His  country  and  his 
constituents  have  to  mourn  the  Ipss  of  &ese 
qualities  at  this  important  Janctnre  of  oar  affairs; 
and  upon  me  derolves  the  melanoht^  do^ 
of  moving  the  foUowing  resolntion : 

SMohedy  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  ftamral 
of  the  Hon.  Jakis  Blair,  late  a  member  of  tbn 
House  of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Sontti 
Carolina,  at  the  hour  of  four  o'clock  this  evening; 
and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  « 
the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  monming  by  wear> 
Ing  crape  round  me  left  arm  for  tUrty  days. 

The  resolntion  was  then  uoaidmoiul/  adop^ 
ed :  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fbhbios, 
The  Senate  a^Jonmed. 


Thobsdat,  April  8. 
JBath  (Me.)  Memorial 

Ifr.  Sfbasux  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
citizens  of  Bathf  in  Uune, 

Ur.  S.  aoii  that  this  was  s  memorial  on  the 
all-absorbing  snlyeot  which  had  occupied  th« 
Senate  for  so  many  months,  and  to  whiiefa  Senip 
tors  now  lent  such  an  unwuliDg  ear,  as  led  him 
almost  to  believe  that  their  hearts  had  become 
callous  to  the  sufferings  of  the  community,  as 
they  increased  in  Inte^ty.  The  memorial  was 
signed  by  upwards  of  800  of  the  citizens  of 
Bath,  State  of  H^e,  who  represent  that  this 
infliction  on  the  country,  in  its  travels  to  the 
Northeast,  had  reached  them,  and  that  they 
were  now  feeling  its  disastrous  effects;  that 
they  were  increasing,  and  that  every  indication 
as  to  the  Aiture  gave  them  reason  to  apprehend 
they  would  be  still  more  and  more  severe. 
They  had  before  them,  in  proniect,  as  they  ex- 
press it,  the  utter  prostraUon  <h  buuness^  bank- 
ruptcy, and  ruin. 

The  memorial  was  referred,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.* 


*  All  tbfl  memorlxli  presented  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  BO  ordered  In  each  House,  names  and  all— greatly  aog- 
mestlng  the  expense  of  Uie  pnbUo  printing.  Thns : 
/WnMiV  ^  tA4  SmoU  and  MimtfiVM  1617  to  ISSOi 
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Faneuil  Ball  Sewlutiom. 

Mr.  Behton  rose  to  present  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
and  opponents  of  the  United  States  Bank,  at 
their  great  meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall,  on  the  14th 
of  March  last.  He  sud,  that  in  the  great  mul- 
titode  of  petitifms,  memoriali,  and  reaolntions, 
which  had  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  few, 
if  anj,  ever  come  forward  with  more  imposing 
claims  to  the  respectftd  ocainderation  of  the 
Senate,  They  come  IVom  a  city,  great  in  itself, 
and  greater  still  in  the  commerce  which  enriches 
it — the  arts  and  literature  which  adorn  it — and 
the  historic  recollections  which  illustrate  it. 
They  come  fh>m  a  large  portion  of  the  popola- 
tion  of  that  eminent  aty — 6,000  being  oompnted 
to  be  witlun  the  walls,  and  2,000  withoat— 
making  a  mass  of  7,000  citizens,  whose  voices 
were  united  and  embodied  in  these  resolutions. 
Thtj  were  adopted  on  a  mot  aaored  to  American 
histOTy,  and  monorable  for  semes  of  patriotic 
bnpnlaon— In  that  Fkaeml  Hall,  whose  name 
alone  imparts  an  interest  to  every  thing  which 
emanates  from  it. 

These  resolutioiu,  said  Mr.  B.,  are  twenty- 
^bt  in  number.  They  embrace  all  the  points 
which  hare  grown  oat  of  the  question  which 
has  occupied  and  engrossed  the  public  attention 
since  the  meeting  of  Congress ;  and  are  full  and 
explicit  in  approving  the  conduct  of  the  Pren- 
dent  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  and  in  con- 
demning the  conduct  of  the  United  States  Bank. 
Concurring,  as  he  heartily  did,  in  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  these  resolutions,  he  felt  a  par- 
ticular gratification  lu  being  the  oi^sn  of  titdr 
eommumoation  to  the  Senate.  They  would  be 
read,  and  wodM  apeak  for  themselves;  and 
woold  ehow  that  any  attempt  on  his  part  to 
add  to  their  point  and  power,  would  he  v^ 
and  nugatory.  He  should  not  make  the  at- 
tempt-~he  should  not  pretend  to  go  over  ground 
80  folly  occupied  and  so  ably  ez^ored ;  but  he 
would  take  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
some  points  mentioned  in  the  resolutions,  either 
of  a  more  general  application  or  of  a  nature 
not  to  he  safflcientiy  flliutrated  in  the  limited 
scope  of  a  resolution. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  upon  the  identity  of  the 
scene  which  was  now  presented  with  the  one 
which  was  witnessed  at  the  ^preaching  termi- 
nation of  the  first  bulk  charter  in  1811,  when 
there  was  no  rental  depodts  to  be  chained 
with  the  distxeases  of  the  country.  All  the 
machinery  of  ^arm  and  distress  was  in  as  fhll 
activity  at  that  time  as  at  resent,  and  with 
the  same  identical  effeots.  Town  meetings — 
memorials — resolutions— deputations  to  Oon- 
grese — alarming  speeches  In  Congress.  The 
price  erf  all  property  was  shown  to  be  depress- 
ed. Hemp  snnk  in  Philadelphia  teom  t850  to 
$260  per  ton ;  fionr  sank  (h>m  $11  a  barrel  to 
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$7  76 ;  all  real  estate  fell  80  per  cent. ;  600 
houses  were  suspended  in  their  erection ;  the 
rent  of  money  rose  to  1^  per  month  on  the 
best  paper.  Confid^oe  destroyed — manufac- 
tories stopped — workmen  dismiBsed—and  the 
ruin  of  the  country  confidently  predicted.  ITiia 
wasthescenet^en; andforwhatobjeet?  Fordy 
and  simply  to  obtain  a  reoharter  of  the  bank — 
parely  and  simply  to  force  arec^uuter  from  the 
alarm  and  distress  of  the  conntij;  for  there 
was  no  removal  of  depomta  then  to  be  com- 
plained of,  and  to  be  made  the  scapegoat  of  a 
studied  and  premeditated  attempt  to  operate 
upon  Congress  through  tiie  alarms  of  the  people 
and  the  destruction  of  their  property.  There 
was  not  even  a  curtailment  of  discounts  then. 
The  whole  scene  was  fictitious ;  but  it  was  a 
case  in  which  fiction  does  the  mischief  of  truth. 
A  false  alarm  in  the  money  market  produces  all 
the  efiecta  of  real  danger ;  and  thus,  as  much 
distress  was  proclaimed  in  Congress  in  1811 — 
as  much  distress  was  proved  to  exist,  and  really 
did  exist — then  as  now ;  withoat  a  angle  cause 
to  be  all<^ed  then,  which  is  alleged  now.  Bnt 
the  power  and  organization  of  tiie  bank  made 
the  alarm  then ;  its  power  and  organizatifm 
make  it  now ;  and  fictitious  on  both  occasions ; 
and  men  were  ruined  then,  as  now,  by  tiie  pow- 
er of  imaginary  danger,  which  in  the  moneyed 
world,  has  all  tiie  ruinous  efilects  of  ree^  danger. 
No  deposits  were  removed  then,  and  the  rea- 
son was,  as  assigned  J)y  Mr.  Gallatin  to  Con- 
gress, that  the  Government  had  borrowed  more 
than  the  amount  of  the  deposits  from  the  bai^ ; 
and  this  loan  wonld  enable  her  to  protect  her 
intwest  in  every  contingency.  The  open  object 
of  the  bank  then  was  a  recharter.  The  kn^hts 
entered  the  list  iritii  thdr  visras  off— no  war 
in  disguise  then  for  the  renewal  of  a  charter 
under  the  tilting  and  jousting  of  a  masquerade 
souffle  tor  recovery  of  deposits. 

That  the  real  ol^ject  of  all  this  alarm  in  the 
country — all  this  pressure  upon  some  parts  of 
the  country — for  the  section  south  of  the  Poto- 
mac had  enjoyed  a  remarkable  exemption — he 
was  permitted  to  believe  was  to  secure  the  re- 
diarter  of  the  bank.  8ach  must  have  been 
the  design  of  the  bank ;  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  bill  for  the  recharter  was  brought 
forward,  and  then  laid  over,  certunly  favored 
the  idea.  It  was  brought  forward  under  an 
agonizing  cry  of  distress,  and  a  vehement  ap- 
peal for  immediate  rdief  from  actual,  insufbr- 
aUe  distress.  It  was  then  Uud  down  that  it 
might  not  interfere  with  another  debate ;  that 
other  debate  came  to  a  close  in  two  days ;  then 
the  bUl  which  was  fixed  for  the  1st  of  March, 
was  taken  up  to  be  fixed  again  for  the  31st  of 
April ;  and  before  the  21st  of  April  comes,  a 
set  of  important  elections  wiU  take  place  in  the 
two  great  States  of  New  York  and  Virginia. 
Thus  after  working  the  machinery  of  alarm 
for  three  months,  and  filling  the  Union  with 
cries  for  the  restoration  of  the  deposits,  the 
bulk  suddenly  presents  a  demand  for  a  re- 
(diarter;  and  then  a^joonu  that  demand,  nrgent 
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as  it  might  be,  until  certmn  important  elections 
were  over ! 

Mr.  B.  remarked  upon  the  political  character 
of  this  bank.  He  said  it  was  bom  a  political 
uistitution,  and  was  the  first  measnre  of  the 
QoTcroment  to  develop  the  line  which  so  long 
and  so  distlnctlj  marked  the  political  parties  of 
this  comitr^.  The  creation  of  this  bank  went 
to  the  origin  of  party.  It  went  to  the  sonrce 
where  p^es  shonid  be  formed — to  priudploB^ 
to  great  and  fondamental  principles  in  the  ad- 
miniBtral^on  of  the  GoTenunent.*  It  involved 
the  qaestion  of  oonstmetiTe,  and  of  granted 

Eowers;  and  was  the  entering  wedge  to  all  the 
Qplied  powers  afterwards,  assumed  bj  Oon- 
gresfl.  Prohibitory  tariffa — local  internal  im- 
provement— and  the  whole  American  system. 
He  said  the  bank  was  the  head  of  the  Amer- 
ican system,  and  if  it  was  rechartered,  it  woald 
re-establish  that  system  in  greater  power  and 
glory  than  it  ever  possessed.  That  it  would  do 
BO,  was  proved,  he  said,  by  what  it  was  now 
doing — straggling  for  those  deposits  which 
were  the  fruit  of  the  high  tariff  policy — Btrug- 
glLog  for  money  which  many  gentlemen  held 
toBave  been  nnoonstitnttonaUy  levied,  and 
therefore,  not  levied  at  all,  bnt  taken  tortuously. 
He  warned  gentlemen  who  were  opp<»ed  to  the 
American  system,  not  now  to  re-establish  this 
eldest  and  strongest  member  of  that  sjrstem ; 
and  which,  if  re-established,  would  oertamly  set 
up  the  whole  family  again ;  ^ecially  that  high 
tariff  which  Aimished  her  with  those  snrploses 
of  revenue,  for  the  keepiag  of  which  she  now 
shows  such  an  invincible  inclination. 

Kr.  B.  remarked  upon  the  resolution  which 
spoke  of  the  exclusion  of  the  Government  direc- 
tors from  a  knowledge  and  partidpation  in  Uie  af- 
fairs of  the  l>ank,  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  the 
American  pet^e  that  there  were  no  Govern- 
ment directors  at  this  time  in  the  bank.  The 
institution,  in  its  management,  was  now  a  mere 

Erivate  affair,  governed  by  the  directors  of  the 
idividual  stockholders;  widdiog  and  unng 
the  money,  the  name,  the  character,  and  the 
inflaence  of  the  United  States,  precisely  as  they 
pleased.  The  immense  power  which  the  Grov- 
emment  had  put  into  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
was  now  used  independently  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  in  the  absence  of  directors,  it  be- 
came a  matter  of  the  highest  moment  to  the 
people  to  have  a  thorough  investigfUi<ai  into  the 
affurs  of  the  bank,  to  see  how  far  its  tremen- 
dous powers  bod  been  naed  for  good,  or  for 
evil ;  for  &vor,  or  affection ;  for  the  relief  or 
oppression  of  we  American  people.  Until  that 
examination  was  made,  and  especially  in  the 
absence  and  ezdudon  of  the  Government  di- 
rectors, it  was  oertdnly  an  extraordinary  case 
of  presumption  fortliebank  to  come  forward  and 
demaad  a  recharter. 

The  equality  of  the  State  banks  with  the 
branches  of  the  Feder^  bank,  as  places  of 
deposit  for  the  public  moneys,  as  mentioned  ia 
fine  of  tite  resolutions,  was  next  adverted  to  by 
LIr.  B.  He  did  U  for  the  parpose  of  remarking 
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that  the  strong  and  conclusive  argument  against 
the  assnmptlon,  that  the  Federal  bank  was  the 
Federal  Treasury,  growing  out  of  the  14th  fun- 
damental article  of  the  constitation  of  the 
bonk,  could  no  longer  escape  public  attention. 
The  notice  which  was  taken  of  it  in  sach  a 
meeting,  and  snoh  a  place,  would  ensure  it  a 
general  and  oonspicnonB  reguA  in  time  to  oome. 


FmoAT,  April  11. 

Dittrett  Petitioru  and  PeUtionen — Conwila- 
tion  and  JSnumeration — Number*  and  Quan- 
tit]/. 

Mr.  Olat  rose  to  present  a  motion  or  order, 
to  which  he  invited  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 
"We  have  had,  stud  he,  a  great  variety  of  memo- 
rials and  petitions  presented  in  the  progress  of 
this  session,  on  the  state  of  the  country,  its  dia- 
tresses,  and  the  relief  which  the  petitioners 
think  oQgbt  to  be  extended  to  the  country.  It 
appeared  to  him  tii&t  the  oom^ation  of  these 
papers  woold  form  a  document  one  would  like 
to  possess,  to  see  the  aggregate  number  of  peti* 
tioners,  pro  and  con.,  on  a  most  interesting 
sutiJect,  sni  to  have  a  odleoted  view  of  the 
sentimenta  of  thdr  fbllow-citizens  who  had 
oome  before  the  Senate.  Witii  a  view  of  asoer- 
tuning  these  particulars,  he  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing order,  which,  as  he  supposed,  did  not 
require  a  delay  on  the  table  of  one  day,  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  consider  at  once : 

Ordered,  That  the  Seoretary  of  the  Senate  be  di- 
rected  to  cause  to  be  ascert^ned  and  reported  to 
the  Senate,  the  aggregate  niuaben  of  all  who  have, 
or  shall  have,  on  the  day  of  his  report,  presented 
petitions,  memorialB,  or  other  proceedings  to  the 
Senate,  for  or  against  the  Executive  measure  of  the 
rcmovEil  of  the  public  deposits,  djstiagiushtog  the 
number  appertaining  to  each. 

Kr.  Wbiqht  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  rule 
did  not  require  the  order  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

The  Chaih  having  replied  in  the  negative, 
Mr.  Wbioht  thought  there  were  many  rea- 
sons which  would  render  the  execution  of  such 
an  order  a  matter  not  only  of  difficulty,  but 
of  delicacy  to  the  Secretary.  He  would  men- 
tion one  single  difficulty  that  had  come  under 
his  own  observation.  During  the  last  week, 
there  had  been  received  from  the  poblic  printw 
two  memorials  from  Albany,  New  York  print- 
ed with  the  names.  The  namea  had  been 
printed  on  his  motion.  Now,  when  one 
these  memorials  was  presented,  it  was  said  to 
contun  2,812  names ;  but,  on  counting  them, 
he  found  out  1,818.  The  number  of  names  in 
the  other  memorial  also  differed  in  the  printed 
copy  from  that  the  original  was  siud  to  contun. 
He  made  these  remarks  with  no  invidious  feel- 
ings. He  did  not  attribute  the  mistake  to  the 
printer,  or  to  any  one  else,  but  to  show,  if  the 
order  was  paased  by  the  Senate,  tiiat  it  would 
be  TB17  dimoolt  to  ezeoute  it.  For  these  reap 
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sons,  be  would  prefer  laying  the  order  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Olat  was  aware  that  absolute  and  entire 
precision  was  not  to  be  obtained ;  bat  he  thought 
an  approximation  was  sufficient.  Where  there 
were  100,000  agnatares,  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected but  that  there  might  be  some  fictitious 
ones  among  them,  and  the  number  of  names 
stated  to  be  affixed  to  memorids  might  also  be 
misstated,  being  a  few  more  or  less ;  bat  this 
woold  be  of  little  oonsequenoe.  It  woold,  how- 
erer,  be  as  well,  If  pracncable,  to  pat  the  Senate 
In  possession  of  such  information  as  wonid  ena- 
ble it  to  discriminate  between  those  individnals 
in  possession  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  those 
who  had  it  not — between  the  fictitioos  and  the 
real  names.  The  name  of  the  Presiding  Officer 
of  the  Senate  had  been  found  affixed  to  the 
Baltimore  memorial,  and  he  (Mr.  0.)  knew  not 
how  many  John  Does  and  Richard  Roes ;  bnt 
notwithstanding  all  thia,  he  was  willing  to 
take  them  alto^ther,  for  he  wanted  to  see  the 
real  amo'ant  of  the  signatorea — ^to  get  some  near 
approzimatioa ;  it  wasall  tlut  wasregoidte  in 
a  case  like  this. 

With  TOSpeot  to  what  had  been  said  hj  the 
honorable  Senatw  from  New  York,  in  regard 
to  the  Albany  memorial,  he  felt  persuaded 
there  was  some  mistake.  If  he  understood 
the  honorable  Senator  correctly,  his  list  was 
fn-eater  than  that  of  his  opponents,  and  perhaps 
that  had  been  done,  though  not  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  himself,  but  by  some  one  else, 
who  mi^t  have  contrived  to  cut  off  the  tail 
of  our  petition,  in  order  to  annex  it  to  his.  He 
Qii.  0.)  would  not  say  it  had  happened ;  but 
he  had  understood  that  a  la^  nnniber  of  the 
names  that  were  attached  to  a  petition  which 
had  been  gotten  np  in  Philadelphia  by  the  g^ass 
mannfaoturers,  for  a  purpose  anoonneoted  with 
this  sabject,  had  been  cut  off  and  affixed  to  a 
memorial  addressed  to  the  other  House  on  the 
subject  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 

As  regarded  the  Albany  memorial,  it  would 
become  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  such  boimdence  in  him 
that  he  was  sure  that  officer  would  examine 
bow  the  matter  stood.  With  respect  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  brought  the  memorial  from 
^bmy,  he  believed  that  what  they  had  stated 
they  uiought  to  be  perfectly  trae,  that  there 
were  2,800  and  odd  rignatnres.  He  had  not 
seen  tbe  printed  doonment  to  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  had  referred,  bat  he  (Mr,  C.) 
would  venture  to  say,  if  thero  was  not  t3ie 
number  of  names  which  had  been  stated,  there 
bad  occurred  some  accident  or  mist^e.  He 
thought  the  document— though,  he  repeated, 
he  might  not  get  at  the  absolute  fact — would 
be  a  valuable  one,  as  ftunishing  something  like 
the  aggregate  numbers,  and  would  show  the 
real  state  of  the  matter,  pro  and  eon.  He  had 
taken  the  opportunity  of  inquiring  of  one  of  the 
clerks  in  tbe  office  as  to  the  practicability  of 
obtaining  this  document  and  he  had  assured 
him  (Mr.  0.)  that  it  oould  be  prepared  in  two 
TohXIL— 30 


or  three  days.  It  was  a  duty  whidh  oould  bO 
accomplished  without  difficulty. 

Mr.  Wkight  believed  the  Secretary  would  do 
him  ihe  justice  to  say  that  he  had  not  seen  the 
Albany  memorial. 

Mr.  Clat  hoped  the  ^raitieman  did  not  un- 
derstand him  as  intending  to  make  any  soch 
charge. 

The  order  was  adopted. 

JVjnftRjT  Oid  Journal* — Abu$e  qfl^rinttnfft 
"Mr.  PoiNDEXTZB  moved  to  take  ap  for  con- 
sideration the  resolntion  offered  by  nlm  a  few 
days  siuce,  relative  to  the  printing  of  the  old 
Journals  of  Congress. 

Mr.  King  sfud  that  when  he  considered  the 
heavy  draws  made  upon  the  contingent  fbnd  of 
the  Senate  during  the  present  session,  he  was 
sorry  to  see  another  resolution  of  this  charaoter 

Sressed  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
[e  aaii  that  probably  the  honorable  Stniator 
from  Mssissippi  had  not  considered  the  expense 
of  carrying  tko  resolution  into  effect  It  would, 
if  he  mistook  not,  cost  frnn  $80,000  to  $40,000. 
But,  he  said,  it  was  not  alone  this  rewJation 
at  this  particular  tame  that  be  objected  to^  bat  to 
the  whole  system  of  printing  and  binding  books 
for  the  individual  use  of  the  members. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  the  abases  of  the  privilege 
of  extra  printing,  as  it  is  called,  for  the  use  of  ' 
tbe  members  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
which  practically  results  in  tbe  purchase  of 
libraries  for  the  members,  to  be  kept  or  even 
sold,  as  their  private  property,  is  very  justly 
considered  as  one  of  the  grievances  of  Ibe  nation, 
and  a  practice,  he  sud,  which  tiie  people  woold 
not  much  longer  quietly  submit  to. 

Why,  said  Mr.  as  a  part  of  the  hlatra^c 
of  this  abuse,  aUow  me  to  refsr  to  a  vote  of  tfae^^ 
other  House  a  few  days  rince,  by  which  they 
passed  a  resolution  that,  according  to  ^e  state- 
ment of  one  member,  it  would  cost  the  Govern- 
ment some  $60,000 ;  and  this  the  House  i>as8ed 
too,  Bud  he,  with  as  little  ceremony  as  they 
would  vote  the  printing  of  a  village  memo- 
rial 

The  House,  he  sud,  had  been  ahnost  spas- 
modically contracted  with  economy  at  the 
be^ning  of  the  session,  and  refused  at  first  to 
pass  the  appropriation  bill,  witb  a  clanse  that 
allowed  thia  privilege  of  printing  books.  But 
now  they  Justified  the  practice  in  tbe  Hoase  by 
the  bad  precedents  of  the  Senate,  and  seemed 
determined  to  ran  with  it  a  race  of  prodigality. 
Tbe  Senate,  he  said,  had  already  paased  one 
resolution  during  the  sesdon,  tiiat  was  said 
would  cost  $46,000  j  some  other  purchases  had 
been  also  made,  besides  an  unusual  qnantily  of 
extra  printing ;  and  if  this  resolution  passed,  we 
should  see  at  the  next  session  the  startling 
item  of  $150,000  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Senate. 

Sir,  said  Hr.  K.,  it  is  not  only  an  abuse,  but 
an  excess  of  power.  The  constitution  provides 
that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  frxtm  the  Treas- 
ury but  by  an  appropriation  made  by  law.  If 
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It  should  be  said  that  the  ooat  of  books  miftht 
be,  and  nsoallr  was,  smothered  np  in  the  ap- 
propriation  biU  fbr  oontingent  expenses  of  the 
Baute,  be  oonld  only  say  in  answer,  that  this 
would  be  a  frandolent  concealment  of  the  object, 
which  object  was  itself  nnoonstitntional. 

The  paj  of  members,  he  Bud,  by  one  olaose 
of  the  constitntion,  was  to  be  fixed  by  law.  It 
was  fixed  by  law  at  eight  dollars  per  day ;  bat 
by  this  practice,  by  the  recdpt  of  their  money, 
and  the  sale  of  their  books,  they  were  likely  to 
double  it,  as  in  point  of  fact  the  members  fte- 
qentJy  never  received  into  their  'poBsession  a 
volume  of  the  works  eiven  them  by  Congress 
to  ([oaliiy  them  for  ute  performance  of  their 
duties ;  but  sold  them  to  bookseUera,  and  gave 
orders  for  them  on  the  officers  of  the  Hoase. 
Not  expecting  the  Government  to  give  him  a 
library,  he  said,  and  being  determined  that  it 
dioold  not,  if  he  conld  help  it,  he  had  negotiated 
for  the  purchase  of  a  work  which  Congress  had 
Toted  to  the  members  at  the  last  session,  at  a 
cost  of  $56,000.  The  bookseller,  he  said, 
offwed  him  an  order  on  Uie  clerk  for  a  copy, 
which  he  had  purchased  from  a  member. 
[Here  Ifr.  Clay  asked  for  the  name  of  the  mem- 
bef  who  sold  it.]  Mr.  E.  answered,  that  if  he 
was  rightly  informed,  the  practice  was  common, 
and  too  general  to  Justify  any  particular  expo- 
sure. He  sdd,  bowerer,  if  he  thought  it  of 
any  coneeqaenoe  to  the  argument  ho  would 
make  the  msdosnre,  bnt  it  was  <n  no  oonae- 
quenoe  whether  they  kept  the  books  as  a  vdua- 
Dle  property  cS  their  owii,  or  kAA  ihem  and  re- 
oeivw  thmr  valoe  ia  money.  In  fact,  he  said, 
if  Congress  gave  members  the  books  with  the 
"ju$  ditponendvm^'"  he  did  not  see  that  we  had 
any  further  concern  with  them ;  and  they 
might  make,  without  any  impropriety,  the  same 
^Bpomtion  of  them  that  they  made  of  their 
other  property,  especially  after  their  term  of 
service  expired.  Where  is  the  difference,  said 
Ur.  K.,  whether  they  sold  them  or  kept  them 
as  their  own  f  Constitutions,  he  said,  were  not 
made  to  guard  against  what  men  probably  will 
do^  bat  what  tibey  may  do.  But  if  genUemen 
fhoocht  It  important  to  know  that  sales  had 
ftottuuly  been  made,  he  oonld  ref^  than  to  a 
notorious  instance  of  a  former  member  of  this 
body,  (about  which  there  was  no  concealment,) 
having  sold  the  books  given  to  him  daring  a 
rin^e  term  ot  eerrioe  to  a  fordgn  minitter  for 
$9001 

The  only  power,  be  said,  which  Congress 
had  on  the  subject,  was  to  print  for  the  use  of 
the  members  as  an  official  body,  and  then  only 
to  print  and  famish  ofScial  facts,  for  the  in- 
fonnation  of  the  members  whilst  in  the  per- 
formance  of  their  duties.  But  he  denied  the 
povo-  io  reprint  and  Innd  books  of  authority 
ud  history,  ^ther  to  enrich  the  libraries  of 
the  members  or  to  enlighten  the  oountry. 
Where  is  the  praotioa  to  stop  ?  siUd  Ur.  E.  If 
we  can  print  and  furnish  one  book  because  it 
is  nsefal  to  the  politician,  why  not  reprint  any 
other  t  Why  not  reprint  some  of  ue  books 


[Afbix^  1SS4. 

of  Livy,  Gibbon's  Decline  and  Fall,  and  all  the 
useful  books  on  history,  politics,  and  pt^itical 
economy?  For  those  books,  he  stuOf  were 
all  used  by  politicians,  especially  at  borne,  much 
more  than  the  books  whioh  it  was  now  proposed 
to  fhmish,  and  much  more  than  the  books 
generally  reprinted  by  Congress,  and  distributed 
among  the  members.  The  work,  he  said,  which 
it  is  now  proposed  to  print,  at  such  an  enor- 
mous expense,  had  been  once  reprinted  by 
Congress  already,  and  was  a  work  on  which 
no  member  who  had  it,  he  believed,  placed 
much  value  as  a  library  book.  He  had  known 
one  copy  given  away  by  a  member  as  an  incum- 
brance to  bis  shelves.  And  no  woric  'could  be 
more  worthless,  except  to  members  whilst  here^ 
and  they  can  refbr  to  the  eight  or  ten  oopies 
which  ore  now  In  the  libruy,  and  scarcely 
once  touched,  he  would  venture  to  say,  during 
a  whole  ses»on. 

Look  farther,  said  Mr.  E.,  at  the  praotaeal 
inequality  of  the  system.  It  depends  on  mem- 
bers themsdves  how  much  they  will  aste  of 
the  treasury  of  the  nation  in  tiiis  way.  The 
House  and  the  Senate  seem  now  trying  who 
shall  get  the  most  books.  Look  again  how 
the  system  ftuls  in  its  object,  even  where  the 
members  keep  their  books.  His  honorable 
predecessor,  he  said,  (no  doubt  ^unat  his 
wish,)  had  voted  to  hmi  last  session,  books  that 
cost  the  Government  some  hnndreds  of  dol- 
lars,^ just  one  TOlnme  of  wMcfa  he  recdved 
whilst  he  was  a  member,  but  vhioh  are  to  be 
sent  hence  to  him  by  the  Secretary  to  qtialify 
him  for  the  duties  of  a  seat  ho  has  long  unoe 
resigned ;  and  I,  said  Mr.  £.,  who  fill  the  seat, 
am  without  the  books,  and  intend  to  remain 
BO,  unless  I  choose  to  purchase  them  with  mj 
own  fands.  Books,  he  said,  which  were  sent 
home  to  members  who  had  resigned,  or  whose 
time  expired  before  the  books  were  completed, 
fuid  also  sach  as  were  sold  to  booksellers,  or 
carried  by  the  purchasers  to  Europe,  were,  be 
supposed,  "  eoiighteninc  the  members  for  the 
performance  of  th^  datiea  and  spreading  nsefal 
infermation  among  the  people."  But,  ur,  said 
Hr.  E.J  it  is  of  no  conseqoence  what  they  do  with 
thepi,  if  they  are  allowed  to  carry  them  off  as 
their  own ;  the  reasons  ^ven  for  the  practice 
are  mere  evasions.  Congress  has  no  power  to 
enlighten  the  people,  or  school  their  members 
in  this  way.  Let  us,  he  sud,  when  necessary, 
print  nsefal  official  documents  for  the  use  of 
the  office,  and  not  buy  or  make  books  for  the 
officer.  If  the  rale  were  adopted,  be  s^d  that 
works  priated  by  Congress  were  to  be  left  in 
the  Ci^)itol,  nnder  control  of  the  publio  officers, 
for  the  use  of  members  for  the  time  being, 
we  should  at  least  get  rid  of  purchasing  the 
same  books  ih>m  year  to  year,  at  a  progres- 
sively increasing  expense  ^  to  pat  new  mem- 
bers on  a  footing  witii  the  old  "—the  pUn 
lately  adopted  by  the  House.  In  fact,  he  sud, 
with  this  rule  we  should  soon  get  rid  of  the 
abuse  altogether,  as  the  argument  of  "  spread- 
ing ns^  information,"  &a,  he  apprehended, 
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would  be  mnoh  weakened  wi^  many  gentle- 
men, when  ibffy  knew  they  were  only  to  use  tiie 
books  whilst  in  the  Berrioe  of  the  conntry.  In 
fine,  he  said,  this  practice  was  one  <tf  the  grosseBt 
abnns,  as  wdl  as  one  of  the  most  palpable 
nsnrpations  that  ever  had  crept  into  the  legis- 
lative branch  (it  the  GoTemment,  and  he 
thoQght  it  dne  to  the  diaracter  of  the  two 
HoQses,  that  whQrt  they  were  d^y  charging 
nsnrpation  and  abuse  npon  one  department  or 
the  Government,  that  they  should  cast  an  eye 
to  their  own  department.  They  Bhoold  first 
sweep  ont  their  own  chambers  before  they 
complained  too  harshly  of  the  disorders  else- 
where. He  conolnded  by  moving  that  the 
resolQti<Hi  lie  on  the  table  .for  the  balance  of 
the  eeaiion. 

Hr.  F&iBfOH  having  asked  whether  the  reso- 
lution was  so  worded  as  to  give  the  books  to 
the  members — 

Ur.  EiNo  Bfud  the  resolation  was  in  the  nsnal 
form,  he  believed — that  was  to  place  the  books 
at  the  dis^tosal  of  the  Senate;  and  the  con- 
stant practice  was,  to  first  snpp^  the  members ; 
but  he  did  not  know,  nor  conld  he  imw^e, 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  balance  of  the 
one  tbonsand  copies. 

Mr.  EwiNa  having  snpported  the  principle 
of  printing  and  bnymg  books  for  the  use  of 
members,  &a,  and  contending  that  Congress 
had  the  implied  power  on  the  same  principle 
that  the;r  had  power  to  bnild  the  Oopitol,  &c. : 

Hr.  Saa  did  not  deny  the  power  to  print 
for  the  nae  of  members  in  their  cuBcial  character, 
as  he  had  already  ezpluned ;  and  he  thon^t 
the  course  a  hopeless  one,  that  invoked  the  ud 
of  an  analogy  so  nnfortunate.  Sir,  sud  Hr. 
K.,  I  understand  tliat  Una  G^itol,  being  built 
at  the  public  exp^ise,  is  for  the  nse  of  the 
members  of  Congress  and  other  officers,  for  the 
time  being ;  and  when  the  honorable  Senator 
should  be  able  to  prove  that  the  members  had 
the  power  to  vote  the  Capital  to  he  their  own 
property,  and  sell  it  if  they  choose,  and  put  the 
proceeds  in  their  own  pockets,  the  analc^ 
would  bear  him  out,  and  not  before.  Mr.  £. 
went  <m  to  answer  more  ftally  the  arguments 
of  Hr.  E.  and  to  enfcBve  his  view^  and  odn- 
dnded  by  renewing  his  motion. 

Hr.  Pomnms  had^n^ver  before  heard  the 
statement  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Georgia  of  members  of  the  other  House  having 
sold  uieir  books.  Such  an  abuse  of  the  privilege 
given  to  members  was  certainly  reprehensible, 
and  he  did  not  know  the  name  of  any  one 
who  had  been  goilty  of  such  a  practice.  The 
power  seemed  to  him  to  rest  in  the  general  dis- 
cretion of  Congress. 

Mr.  PoBTEB  asked  if  the  books  were  to  be 
given  to  members  ! 

Hr.  Kiiia  sud  the  propontion  was  in  the 
nsaal  form ;  he  supposed  a  nmnber  of  copies 
would  be  distiibntMhere,  and  the  rest  through- 
out the  country. 

Hr.  PoBTBB  approved  of  the  oonTse  recom- 
mended by  the  Beaiator  from  New  Jersey,  (Hr. 


SocTTBABD,)  and  thought  the  subject  ought  to 
be  referred  to  a  committee.  He,  Mr.  P.,  wished 
to  know  more  about  it:  at  present  he  ooidd 
not  s^r  whether  he  should  vote  finr  the  printing 
or  not 

Hr.  PonmuTiB  did  not  think  the  subject 
conld  be  referred.  The  present  was  a  proposi- 
tion for  the  aotion  of  the  Senate  ahKie.  He  had 
no  objection,  however,  to  tiie  reference,  if  it 
could  be  made. 

Hr.  Kane  disapproved  of  the  whole  practice, 
and  moved  that  tiie  resolution  be  laid  indefinitely 
on  tlw  table. 


HosDAT,  April  14. 
JSim  ToriMmoriak. 

Hr.  Cut  presented  two  memorials,  nmner- 
onsly  idgned ;  (me  from  the  dty  of  T^y,  the 
other  from  the  taty  of  Schenectady,  Kew  York. 

On  presenting  the  above  proceedings — 

Hr.  0.  said  he  was  charged  with  the  pleasing 
daty  of  presenting  to  the  Senate  the  proceef 
ings  of  a  public  meeting  of  the  people,  and  two 
memoriiils,  subscribed  by  large  anmbers  of  his  • 
fellow-citizens,  in  respect  to  the  existing  state 
of  public  affairs. 

The  first  he  would  ofiier  were  the  resolutions  ' 
of  the  young  men  of  Troy,  assembled  npon  a 
call  of  upwards  of  seven  hundred  of  their  num- 
ber. He  had  recently  vivted  that  interesting 
city.  It  is,  said  he,  one  of  the  most  beantiftu 
of  a  aaeoead<Hi  o£  fine  dties  and  villages  that 
decorate  the  borders  at  one  of  the  noblest  rivers 
of  our  country.  In  q>ite  of  tite  shade  cast  upon 
it  by  its  andent  and  venerable  sister  and  neigh- 
bor, it  has  sprung  up  with  astonishing  rapidity. 
When  he  saw  it  last  fall,  he  never  beheld  a 
more  reepeotable,  active,  enterpri^g,  and  in- 
telligent business  community.  Every  branch 
of  employment  was  fiourisbing.  Every  heart 
beat  high  in  satisfiujtion  with  present  eigoy- 
ment,  and  in  hope  from  the  prospect  of  future 
success.  How  sadly  had  the  scene  changed  I 
How  terribly  have  all  their  anticipations  of  con- 
tinned  and  increasing  prosperity  been  dadied 
and  disappointed  by  the  foUy  and  wickedness 
d  misgntded  mlers  1 

The  next  document  which  he  had  to  offer 
.was  a  memorial,  signed  by  near  nine  hundred 
mechanics  of  the  city  of  Troy.  Several  of  them 
were  personally  known  to  him.  And  Jading 
from  what  he  knew,  saw,  and  heard,  he  behev- 
ed  there  was  not  anywhere  a  more  skilfhl,  in- 
dustrious, and  respectable  body  of  mechanics 
than  in  Troj-  They  bear  testimony  to  the  prev- 
alence of  distress,  trace  it  to  the  illegal  acts 
of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government  in 
the  removal  of  the  public  deponts ;  ask  their 
restoration,  and  the  rectiarter  of  the  Bank  of 
the  TJidted  States.  And  the  committee,  in  tiid^ 
lettw  addressed  to  him,  say :  "  We  are,  what 
we  profess  to  be,  wwking  men,  dependoit  vpca 
our  labor  for  our  daily l>read,  otnifine  our  a^ 
tention  to  our  several  vocations,  and  trust  in 
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God  and  the  oonUQental  Oongreas  for  each  pro- 
teotion  as  tUI  enable  ns  to  operate  snooess- 

The  last  memorial  he  would  present,  had  been 
transmitted  to  him  by  the  secretaries  of  a  meet- 
ing stated  to  be  the'  largest  ever  held  in  the 
connty  of  Schenectady,  in  New  York.  It  is 
^gned  by  about  eight  handred  persons.  In  a 
few  instances,  owing  to  the  snbscriptions  hav- 
ing been  obtained  by  different  individnals,  the 
saine  name  occurs  twice.  The  memorialists 
bring  their  testimony  to  the  existence  of  dis- 
tress, and  the  disorders  of  the  currency,  and 
invoke  the  application  of  the  only  known,  tried, 
and  certain  remedy,  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional bank, 

Mr.  BiHTOir,  adverting  to  the  dinnul  pruoi- 
tatioD  of  distress  memoriala,  and  distress  ora- 
tions in  support  of  them,  said  they  had  become 
a  regular  morning  service,  in  which  each  opposi- 
tion Senator  took  his  torn,  and  performed  his 
ofSce  with  eqnal  gravity,  hot  it  woold  seem 
with  not  much  more  of  invention  in  the  orators 
tiian  in  the  petitioners ;  for  all  were  composed 
of  the  same  staple,  both  woof  and  warp.  The 
petitions  presented  rain  and  desolation  bronght 
npon  a  happy,  prosperous,  and  unoffending  peo- 
ple, by  the  rutliless  act  of  one  man ;  the  orators 
eulogized  the  petitioners,  gave  interesting  sta- 
tistios  of  llieir  town  and  county,  agreed  m  all 
they  said,  and  concurred  in  the  remedy,  whidi 
was  perfeoUy  logical,  with  the  exception  of  be- 
ing drawn  from  all  premises.  The  premises 
were,  that  the  removal  of  the  deposits  made 
the  distress ;  the  conclusion  was,  that  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposits  would  cure  the  distress ; 
very  lo^cal,  hut  very  false.  The  removal  of 
the  deposits  did  not  make  the  distress,  (so  far 
as  there  was  any,)  and  their  restoration  would 
not  onre  what  tneir  removal  did  not  create. 

Hr.  B.  said  public  bodies  had  sometimes  got 
names  from  circumstances  which  characterized 
them.  Thus,  several  English  parliaments  had 
got  names  which  history  embalms,  as  the  Blt»f- 
ed  Pa/rUamsnt^  because  all  Its  acts  were  for  the 
good  of  the  people ;  the  ParUamvatum  indoe- 
tum,  because  it  was  a  parliament  in  whidi  few 
cooldread;  theZm^Parliamsn^hecanseitsat 
BO  many  years ;  the  Rump  ParliameKt,  because 
rednoed  to  a  few  fag-end  members.  In  like 
manner  tiiis  Congress  may  have  earned  a  name, 
growing  out  of  its  characteristic  features^is- 
tresB  and  terror.  The  lamentations  which  have 
filled  its  halls  might  suggest  the  name  of  the 
most  sorrowful  patriarch,  and  Jeremiah  Con~ 
ffreat  become  its  nistorical  appellation.  Bat  a 
name  from  the  heathen  mythology  would  suit 
it  better,  and  one  would  readily  be  found  in  the 
cognomen  of  that  frightful  god — half  man,  and 
haa  beast — whose  dreadful  appearance  could 
eoare  an  army  out  of  its  senses.  Fan,  his  name, 
and  Panic  the  name  of  this  Congress  t 

The  papers  were  then  read,  printed,  and  re- 
ftrred. 


[Apbh^  1881. 


TnuDAT,  April  16. 
Death  of  Mr.  Dennu. 

A  messa^  was  received  from  the  Honse  of 
Be^resenatives,  by  Walter  B.  Fnudlin,  Esq^ 
their  Clerk,  notifying  the  Senate  of  the  death 
of  the  honorable  Littleton  Pusmu.  Dbkhis, 
late  a  memtier  of  that  House,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  that  his  fbneral  would  take 
place  from  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives,  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  Kent  rose  and  said :  Hr.  President :  The 
message  which  has  just  been  read,  announces 
to  you,  and  to  the  S^ate,  the  death  of  the  late 
Ur.  Deknis,  one  of  the  Representatives  from 
the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  other  branch  of 
Congress.  Already,  JSx.  President,  oar  feelinga 
have  been  repeatedly  agonized  by  the  sodden 
death  of  several  of  our  associates,  in  the  le^dar 
tive  labors  of  tiie  sesdon,  and  the  one  tiiiS  has 
jost  been  made  known  to  us  is  Uttie  less  sadd^ 
than  those  that  have  |H«ceded  it 

But  a  few  days  since,  and  the  deceased  was 
busily  enmj^  in  the  attentive  disohai^  of  the 
duties  of  ms  station,  and  he  is  now  numbered 
with  the  dead.  He  is  gone  to  "that  bourne 
from  whence  no  traveller  returns."  Truly  has 
it  been  stud,  *'  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in 
death."  The  deceased  was  a  native  of  Somer- 
set county,  in  Maryland,  a  prominent  member 
of  a  highly  respectable  &mily,  in  the  fiOth  year 
of  his  age,  and  althongh  of  a  delicate  oonstitn- 
tion,  was  justifiable  in  looking  forward  yet  to 
many  years  of  nsefiilness  and  happiness.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  bar,  jostiy  esteemed  in  hia 
profession,  and  always  in  possesion  of  the  con- 
fidence of  his  counto^^'  His  modest,  nnas- 
suming,  and  retiring  habits,  oonld  not  conceal 
from  them  his  good  sense  and  high  attainments, 
and  early  in  liw  he  was  returned  a  delegate  to 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  and  has 
been  continued  in  the  disohai^  of  his  l^sla- 
tive  labors,  with  but  little  intnmptifm,  to  tlie 
period  of  his  decease, 

Mr.  Kent  then  submitted  the  foUowing  reso- 
Intion,  which  was  nnonimonsly  adopted : 

Seaolmd  vnanimowly.  That  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  fimeral  of  the  Hon.  Littlktom  F.  Dinitis,  late  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  from  the 
State  of  Maryland,  at  the  hour  of  18  o'clock  to- 
morrow ;  and  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  mourn- 
ing by  wearily  cr^  round  the  left  arm  for  thirty 
days. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Keht, 
The  Senate  then  Btyonrned. 


Thubsday,  April  17. 
Mettage  from  the  Prendent : — Protest  againtt 

the  Senat^e  proceedings  agaitut  him. 
To  the  8enat«  of  the  United  Statet: 

It  ■{>pear8  by  the  pi^lished  Journal  of  the  Senate, 
that,  on  the  26th  of  December  last,  a  resolotion  was 
offered  by  a  member  of  the  Senate,  whidi,  after  a 
protracted  debate,  was, » the  SSth  day  of  March  hurt, 
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modified  bj  Uie  mover,  and  pcned  bj  the  Totes  of 
tveaty-dx  fieoaton,  ont  of  fbr^<dz  who  were 
present  and  voted,  in  the  following  words,  viz. : 

**J?MpIMd,  That  tta«  PrMtdent,  In  tbe  late  Exeeotlve  pro- 
ntniiUBgi  In  ralaUon  to  fbe  pnblio  nvenn*,  hu  ummed 
nam  iSioHlf  utbwlto'  uApowtr  sot  eoaftmil  tite  oui* 
'•atatkn  aoA  bwi^  bni  In  dorogitlea  of  both.*' 

Having  had  the  honor,  through  the  volontaiy 
HulTrageB  of  tbe  American  people,  to  fill  tbe  office 
of  President  of  tbe  ITnited  States  during  the  period 
which  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  referred  to  in 
this  rewlation,  it  ia  suffiaently  evident  that  tbe 
censure  it  inflicts  was  intended  for  myself.  Wlth- 
ont  notice,  unheard  and  untried,  I  thus  find  myself 
ehaqied  ontiie  recorde  of  the  Senate,  and  in  a  form 
bhherto  onkiunrn  In  our  history,  with  tbe  high  crime 
(tf  violating  tbe  laws  and  constitution  of  my  country. 

It  can  seldom  be  necessary  for  any  department 
of  the  Government,  when  assiiuled  in  conversation, 
or  debate,  or  by  the  strictures  of  the  press,  or  of 
popular  assembiiefl,  to  step  out  of  its  ordinary  path 
for  the  porpoee  of  viudicadng  its  conduct,  or  of 
pelting  out  any  irregularity  or  it^usUce  in  the 
manner  of  the  attack.  But  when  the  chief  Execu- 
tive Magistrate  is,  by  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  the  Oovernment,  in  its  ofBcial  capacity, 
in  a  poblic  manner,  and  by  its  recorded  sentence, 
bat  without  precedent,  competent  authority,  or  just 
cause,  declared  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  laws  and 
conautstJon,  it  is  due  to  his  station,  to  pnblio  oidn- 
ion,  and  to  a  proper  self-respect,  that  the  officer  woB 
denounced  should  promptly  expose  the  wrong 
which  has  been  done. 

In  tbe  present  case,  moreover,  there  is  even  a 
stronger  neces^ty  for  such  a  vindication.  By  an 
express  provision  of  the  constitution,  before  tbe 
Preddent  of  the  United  States  can  enter  on  the  ex- 
ecittion  of  his  ofBce,  he  is  reqiUied  to  take  an  oaUi 
or  affirmation  in  the  fbUowlng  words : 

''I  do  Mlemnlr  Bweftr  (or  affirm)  thatl  will  lUthfliUj  ex- 
e«ate  Uie  office  of  Prwtdent  of  the  United  BUtes:  and  will, 
to  the  beat  of  my  abilftr,  preaerve,  protect,  and  defond  tba 
Conatltatlon  of  the  United  Btatea." 

The  doty  of  defending,  so  fkr  as  in  him  lies,  the 
integrity  of  the  eonsUtnUon,  would  Indeed  have  re- 
sulted from  the  very  nature  of  his  office ;  but  by 
thus  expressing  It  in  the  official  oath  or  affirmation, 
which,  in  this  respect,  differs  from  that  of  every 
other  functJonary,  the  founders  of  oar  republic  have 
attested  their  sense  of  its  importance,  and  have 
given  to  it  a  peculiar  solemnity  and  force.  Bound 
to  tbe  performance  of  this  duty  by  the  oath  I  have 
taken,  by  the  strongest  obligations  of  gratitude  to 
the  .American  people,  and  by  the  ties  whidi  unite 
my  every  earthly  interest  with  the  welfare  and 
glory  of  m^  country,  and  perfectiy  convinced  that 
Uie  discussion  and  passage  of  the  above-mentioned 
resolution  were  not  only  unauthorized  by  tbe  con- 
Btitation,  but  in  many  respects  repugnant  to  its 

r> visions  and  subvernve  of  the  rights  secured  by 
to  other  ooHvdnate  departments,  I  deem  it  an 
imperative  duty  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  that 
sa^ed  instrument,  and  the  immunities  of  tbe  de- 
parbnent  intrusted  to-  my  care,  by  all  means  con- 
sistent with  my  own  lawful  powers,  with  tbe  rights 
of  others,  and  with  the  genius  of  our  civil  institu- 
tions. To  this  end,  I  have  caused  this,  my  solemn 
protest  agdnst  ilu  aforesaid  proeeeiiUugs,  to  b« 
jjdaced  on  the  files  of  the  Exeenttve  department, 
and  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Senate. 
It  is  aBke  doe  to  the  nbjeot,  tbe  and  tbe 


people,  that  the  views  which  I  have  taken  of  the 
proeeedhigs  r^rred  to,  and  which  compel  me  to 
regard  them  in  the  light  tiiat  has  been  mentioned, 
shonld  be  exhibited  at  length,  and  with  the  freedom 
and  flmiDess  which  are  required  by  an  occuuon  ao 
unprecedented  and  peculiar. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  the 
powers  and  Amotions  of  the  Tarions  deputments  of 
the  Federal  Gorenunent,  and  their  respondUlitici 
for  violation  or  neglect  of  duty,  are  cleariy  defined, 
or  result  by  necessary  lofereDce.  The  legislative 
power,  eubjeut  to  the  qualified  negative  of  the 
Premdent,  ia  vested  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  composed  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Itep- 
resentatives.  The  executive  power  Is  vested  ezoln- 
^vely  in  the  Preddent,  except  that  In  the  conclusion 
of  treaties  and  in  oerttiin  appointments  to  office,  ho 
is  to  act  with  the.advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
Tbe  judicial  power  is  vested  ezcluavely  in  the  Su- 
preme end  otiier  courts  of  the  United  States,  except 
in  cases  of  Impeachment,  for  which  purpose  tbe 
accusatory  power  is  vested  In  Uio  House  of  Repre- 
sentative^ and  that  of  hearing  and  determining  in 
the  Senate.  Bat  although  for  the  special  purposes 
wluch  have  been  mentioned,  there  is  an  ocoasionBl 
intennixture  of  the  powers  of  the  dUIerent  depart- 
ments, yet  with  these  exceptions,  each  of  the  three 
l^at  departments  is  independent  of  the  others  in 
its  sphere  of  action;  and^hen  It  deviates  from 
that  sphere,  is  not  responsible  to  the  others,  farther 
than  it  is  expressly  made  so  In  the  constitution.  In 
eveiT  other  respect,  each  of  them  is  the  co-equal 
of  the  other  two,  and  all  are  the  servants  of  the 
American  people,  without  power  or  right  to  control 
or  censure  each  other  in  the  service  of  their  com- 
mon superior,  save  only  in  the  manner  and  to  the 
degree  which  that  superior  has  prescribed. 

The  reapondUiities  of  tbe  Praddent  are  umner- 
ons  and  weighty.  He  ia  liable  to  impeachment  fat 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and,  on  due  eonvio- 
titm,  to  removal  from  office,  and  perpetual  diaquaU- 
flcation ;  and  notwithstanding  such  conviction,  he 
may  also  be  Indicted  and  punished  according  to 
law.  He  is  also  liable  to  the  private  action  of  any 
par^  who  may  have  been  Injured  by  his  Ulegu 
muidates  or  instructions,  in  the  same  manner  u4 
to  the  same  extent  as  the  humblest  Ainotionarj. 
In  addition  to  tbe  responubilities  which  may  thus 
be  enforced  by  Impeachment,  criminal  prosecution, 
or  suit  at  law,  he  is  also  accountable  at  the  bar  of 
pnblio  opinion,  for  every  act  of  his  admiidstnticHL 
Subject  only  to  the  restraints  of  tmtb  and  justice, 
the  free  people  of  the  United  States  have  the  on* 
donbted  right,  as  Individuals  or  collectively,  orally 
or  in  writing,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  language 
and  form  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  discuss  his 
official  conduct,  and  to  express  and  promulgate 
their  opinions  concerning  it.  Indirectly,  also,  his 
conduct  may  come  mider  review  in  either  branch 
of  the  legislature,  or  in  the  Senate  when  acting  In 
its  executive  capacity ;  and  so  fiur  as  the  exeeiUiva 
or  leg^tive  proceedings  of  these  bodies  may  re- 
quire it,  it  may  be  examined  by  them.  These  are 
believed  to  be  the  proper  and  only  modes  in  whicb 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  held  ac- 
countable for  his  official  conduct 

Tested  by  these  principles,  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  la  wholly  nnautiumwd  by  the  constitntioDf 
and  in  derogation  of  its  eittire  ndriL  It  aaramei 
that  a  dngle  branch  of  Uie  lea^dative  department 
m^,  for  ow  purpose  of  a  pabUo  censure,  and  wttl^ 
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out  maj  Tiflv  to  legiaUtion  or  impekchmeut,  take 
up,  eoiulder,  and  decide  upon,  Uie  official  acts  of 
the  Executive.  But  in  do  part  of  the  constitation 
is  the  Frerident  subjected  to  an;  such  reaponsibili- 
ty;  and  in  no  part  of  that  instrament  is  aDj  soeh 
power  conferred  tm  dther  branch  oi  the  l^tuatnre. 

The  justice  of  these  ctmcludons  will  be  illustrated 
and  confinned  hj  a  brief  analyris  of  the  powers  of 
the  Benate,  and  a  comparbm  of  thdr  recent  pro- 
ceedings with  those  powers. 

The- high  functions  assigned  the  constitution 
to  the  Senate,  are  in  ttieir  nature  either  legidative, 
executive,  or  ju<UdaL  It  is  only  in  the  exercise  of 
its  Judidal  powers,  when  riting  as  a  court  for  the 
trial  of  impeachnienta,  that  the  Senate  ia  expressly 
authorized  and  necessarily  required  to  consider  and 
demde  upon  the  conduct  of  the  President,  or  any 
other  public  officer.  Indirectly,  however,  as  has 
already  been  suggested,  it  may  frequently  be  called 
on  to  perform  that  office.  Cases  may  occur  in  the 
course  of  its  legislative  or  executive  proceedings,  in 
which  it  may  be  iadispeuMtde  to  the  proper  exet^ 
dae  of  its  powers,  that  It  should  inquire  into,  and 
dedde  upon,  the  conduct  of  the  Frerident  or  other 
public  officers ;  and  in  every  such  case,  its  constitu- 
tional right  to  do  so  is  cheerfully  conceded.  But 
to  authorise  the  Senate  to  enter  on  such  a  task  in 
Its  legislattTe  or  executive  capadty,  the  inquiry 
most  aotually  grow  out  of  and  tend  to  some  Ie{^da- 
tire  or  executive  action ;  and  the  decision,  when 
expressed,  must  take  the  form  of  some  appropriate 
le^alalive  or  execatlve  act. 

The' resolution  in  question  was  introduced,  dis- 
cussed, and  passed,  not  as  a  joint,  but  as  a  aeparate 
resolution.  It  asserts  no  lerislative  power;  pro- 
poses  no  je^slatire  aetfon ;  ana  neither  possBSSBi  the 
BHin  nor  any  of  the  attributes  of  a  legislative  meas- 
ure. It  does  not  ^>pear  to  have  becoi  eotertuned 
or  passed  with  any  view  or  expectation  of  its  irauiog 
in  a  law  or  Jirint  resolution,  or  in  the  repeal  of  any 
law  or  joint  rett^tion,  or  in  any  other  legislative 
action. 

Whilat  wanting  both  the  form  and  substance  of 
a  legidative  measure,  it  is  equally  manifest  that  the 
reewotion  was  not  justified  by  any  of  the  executive 
powers  conferred  on  tlie  Senate.  These  powers 
relate  exclusively  to  the  conaderation  of  treaties 
sod  nominations  to  office ;  and  they  are  exercised 
in  secret  sessioQ,  and  with  closed  doors.  This  res- 
olution does  not  apply  to  any  treaty  or  nomination, 
and  was  passed  in  a  public  session. 

Nor  does  tills  proceedhw  in  any  way  belong  to 
that  dass  of  inddnital'  lesolntions  wUdi  relate  to 
the  idBeers  of  the  Senate,  to  their  chamber,  and 
•ppnrtenanoea,  or  to  subjects  of  order,  and  other 
matters  of  the  like  nature — in  all  which  either 
House  may  lawfully  proceed,  without  any  co-opera- 
tion wltii  the  other,  or  with  tiie  Preddent. 

On  the  cwtrary,  the  whole  phrasaolorr  and  sense 
of  the  resolation  seem  to  be  judidaL  its  essence, 
true  chancter,  and  only  practlcd  effect,  are  to  be 
found  in  the  conduct  which  it  charges  upon  the 
Preddent,  and  in  the  j  udgment  which  It  pronounces 
On  that  conduct.  The  resolution,  therefore,  though 
discussed  and  adopted  by  the  Senate  in  its  legiala- 
tive  oapadty,  is,  In  Its  office  and  in  all  its  oharao- 
teristice,  essentially  jndidal. 

Tliat  the  Senate  possesses  a  high  Judldd  power, 
and  that  instances  may  occur  in  which  the  Fred- 
doit  of  the  Uidted  States  wDl  be  amenable  to  it,  is 
wiitftiifr"'*    Bat  nnder  the  prorlitons  of  tlw  eon- 


stitution,  it  would  seem  to  be  equally  plain  that 
neither  the  Preddent  nor  any  other  officer  can  be 
rightMly  Bul^ected  to  the  operation  of  the  judicid 
power  of  tiie  Senate,  except  in  the  cases  and  under 
tiie  forms  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 

The  ooostltutioii  dedans  that  "the  FMddent, 
Vice  Preddent,  and  dl  dvit  officers  of  the  ITnited 
States,  di&ll  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment 
for,  and  ctmvietion  of  treason,  bribeiy,  or  other  high 
Crimea  and  misdemeanora" — that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ' '  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeach- 
ment " — that  the  Senate  "shall  have  the  sole  power 
to  try  an  impeachments  "--tiiai  "whendttiog  for 
that  purpose,  they  ahaB  be  on  oath  or  affirmation  " 
—that  "  when  the  Preddent  of  the  ITnited  States  Is 
tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shdl  predde" — that  **no 
person  shall  be  convicted  without  the  concurrence 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present" — and  that 
"judgment  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  remov- 
d  from  office,  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  eiyoy 
any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  the  Udted 
Sutes." 

The  reedotion  above  quoted  diaigei,  In  sobstanoe, 

that  in  oertdn  proceewngs  relating  to  the  pnblio 
revenue,  the  Preddent  tu»  usurped  authority  and 
power  not  conferred  upon  him  by  the  constitution 
and  laws,  and  that  in  doing  so  he  violated  both. 
Any  such  act  constitutes  a  high  crime — one  of  the 
hipiest,  indeed,  which  the  Prwdent  can  commit 
a  crime  which  justly  exposes  him  to  impeadiment 
by  the  House  of  Representativea,  and  upoa  duo 
conviction,  to  removal  from  office,  and  to  the  com- 
plete and  immutable  disfranchisement  prescribed 
by  the  constitution. 

The  resolution,  then,  was  In  substance  an  im- 
peachment of  the  j^eddent ;  and  in  Its  passage, 
amoants  to  a  deelantion,  by  a  majority  <hF  um 
Senate,  that  lie  Is  gdlty  ot  an  impeocnaUe  oflbnce. 
As  such,  it  is  apreaid  upon  the  Journals  of  the  Senate 
— pubUdied  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world — ^made 
part  of  our  enduring  archives — and  incorporated  in 
tile  history  of  the  age.  The  pudshment  of  removd 
from  office  and  future  disqualification,  does  not,  it 
is  true,  follow  this  deddon ;  nor  wodd  it  have  fd- 
lowed  the  like  deddon,  if  the  regular  forms  of  pro- 
ceeding had  been  pursued,  bewuse  the  requUte 
number  did  not  concur  in  the  result.  But  the 
mord  infiuence  of  a  solemn  declaration,  by  a  majors 
ity  of  the  Benate,  that  the  accused  is  guilty  of  the 
offence  charged  upon  him,  has  been  as  effectually 
secured,  as  if  the  iike  dedaration  had  been  made 
upon  an  impeachment  expressed  In  the  same  terms. 
Indeed,  a  greater  practii»l  effect  bas  been  gained, 
because  the  votes  nven  for  the  resdntioo,  though 
not  suffident  to  authorise  a  judgment  <tf  gdlty  on 
an  impeachment,  were  numerous  enough  to  carry 
that  resolution. 

That  the  resdution  does  not  expresdy  all^^  that 
the  assumption  of  power  and  authtuity  wnich  it 
condemns,  was  intenticHMl  and  corrupt,  is  no  an- 
swer to  the  preceding  view  of  its  character  and 
efiiect.  The  act  thus  condemned,  necessarily  im- 
plies volition  and  dedgn  in  the  iodividnd  to  whom 
it  is  imputed ;  and  being  unlawful  in  its  character, 
the  legal  conclodon  is,  that  It  was  prompted  by  im- 
proper motives,  and  committed  with  an  unlawful 
intent.  The  charge  is  not  of  a  mistake  in  the  exer- 
cise of  Bui^NWed  powers,  but  of  the  assumption  of 

Eowers  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  lawa^ 
ut  In  donation  of  both ;  and  nothing  Is  suggest- 
ed to  excuse,  or  pslUate  the  tnijdtade  at  the  act. 
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In  the  abaeDce  of  an;  inch  excuse  or  peUIation, 
there  is  only  room  for  one  inference,  and  that  is, 
that  the  intent  was  unlawful  and  corropt.  Besides, 
the  resolution  not  only  cont^ns  no  mragaUng  sug- 
gestion, but,  on  the  contrary,  it  holds  up  ^e  act 
complained  of,  as  justly  obnoxious  to  censure  and 
reprobation ;  and  thus  as  distinctly  Btampa  it  with 
impiuity  of  motire,  as  if  the  itroiigeBt  eplUietBhad 
twen  used. 

The  Prerident  of  the  ITnlted  States,  therefore, 
has  been,  by  a  majority  of  his  constitutional  triers, 
accosed  and  found  guilty  of  an  impeachdile  oflfenoe: 
but  in  no  part  of  this  proceeding  have  the  dlreedoDS 
of  the  constitution  been  observed. 

The  tmpeachmoQt,  Instead  of  being  iweferred  and 
proseooted  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  origi- 
Bated  in  the  Senate,  and  was  irosecnted  without  the 
■Id  or  concnrrence  of  the  other  Honse.  The  oath 
or  affirmation  prescribed  by  the  constitntion,  was 
not  takoi  by  the  Senators — the  Chief  Jostice  did 
not  predde— 00  notice  of  the  charge  was  given  to 
the  accused — and  no  opportnnl^  afforded  him  to 
respond  to  the  aoonsanon — to  meet  Us  accnsers 
face  to  face — to  cross-examine  the  witnettes— to 

Erocure  conntetaetfng  testhnony — or  to  be  heard 
I  his  defence. 

The  safeguards  and  formalities  which  the  consd- 
tution  has  connected  with  the  power  of  Impeach- 
ment, were  doubtless  supposed  by  the  fhuners  of 
that  instrument,  to  be  essential  to  the  protection  of 
the  pabUc  servant,  to  the  attainment  of  jnstiee,  and 
to  the  order,  impartiaUty,  and  dignity  of  the  |ni> 
cedure.  These  safeguards  and  formalizes  were  not 
only  practically  disregarded,  in  the  commencement 
and  conduct  of  these  proceedings,  but  In  their  re- 
sult, I  find  myself  connoted,  by  less  than  two-thirds 
of  tiie  members  present,  of  an  impeachable  offence. 

Id  rain  may  it  be  aUeged  In  dennee  of  this  pro- 
eee<Dng,  that  the  form  «  the  resolution  is  not  that 
of  an  uipeachment,  or  of  a  jndgment  thereupon  ; 
that  the  punishment  prescribed  in  the  constitution 
does  not  follow  its  adoption ;  or  that  In  this  ease, 
no  impeachment  la  to  bo  expected  from  the  Honse  of 
RepresentatiTcs.  It  is  because  it  did  not  assume  the 
form  of  an  impeachment,  that  it  ii  the  more  pelpft- 
bly  repugnant  to  the  constitution;  for  it  is  tuough 
that  form  only  that  the  Freddent  is  judicially  re- 
sponsible to  the  Senate ;  and  though  neither  removal 
fhun  office  nor  f\iture  disqualification  ensues,  yet  it 
is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  framers  of  the  con- 
stitution considered  ritber  or  both  of  those  results, 
as  constitating  the  whole  of  the  punishment  they 
prescribed,  ^le  jadgment  of  guilty  by  the  highest 
tribunal  in  the  Union ;  the  stigma  it  would  inflict 
on  the  oS'ender,  his  family  and  fame ;  and  the  per- 
petod  record  on  the  Journal,  handing  down  to  fu- 
ture generations  the  story  of  his  disgrace,  were 
doubtless  regarded  by  them  as  the  bitterest  portions, 
if  not  the  very  essence  of  that  punishment.  So  &r, 
therefore,  as  some  of  its  most  material  parts  are 
concerned,  the  passage,  recot^g^  and  {womniga- 
tion  of  the  resolution,  are  an  attempt  to  bring  them 
on  tiie  President,  in  a  manner  unauthorized  by  the 
constitution.  To  sliield  him  and  other  officers  who 
are  liable  to  impeachment,  from  consequences  so 
momentous,  except  when  really  merited  by  official 
delinquencies,  the  constitution  has  most  carefully 
guarded  tlie  whole  proeeae  of  impeaehnient.  A 
m^ority  of  the  Honse  of  Bepretentattves  must  think 
the  officer  guilty,  bdbre  he  ean  be  charged.  Two- 
tUrds  of  toe  Senate  most  [vonoonoe  him  gnlltj,  or 


[Smum 

he  Is  deemed  to  be  innocent.  Forty-^x  Senators 
appear  by  the  Journal  to  have  been  present  when 
the  vote  on  the  resolution  was  taken.  If,  after  oil 
the  solemnities  of  an  impeachment,  thirty  of  those 
Senators  had  voted  that  the  President  was  guilty, 
yet  would  he  have  been  acquitted ;  but  by  the  mode 
of  i»Y>ceeding  adopted  In  the  present  cose,  a  huting 
record  of  conviction  has  been  entered  up  by  the 
votes  of  twenty-six  Senators,  without  an  impeach* 
ment  of  trial ;  whilst  the  constitution  expresdy  de- 
clares that  to  the  entry  of  such  a  judgment,  an 
accusation  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  a  trial 
by  the  Senate,  and  a  concurrence  of  two-thirds 
in  the  vote  of  guilty,  shall  be  indispensable  pre- 
requisites. 

Whether  or  not  an  impeachment  was  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  was  a 
point  on  which  the  Senate  had  no  constitutional 
right  to  speculate,  and  in  respect  to  which,  even  had 
it  possessed  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  Its  anticipations 
would  have  ftarnished  no  just  grounds  f(w  this 
prooedore.  Admlttbg  that  there  was  ruaoa  to' 
beHeve  that  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
lavrs  had  been  actually  committed  by  the  President, 
still  H  was  the  duty  of  the  Senate,  as  bis  sde  con- 
stitntional  judges,  to  wait  for  an  impeachment  un- 
til the  other  House  shoold  think  proper  to  prefer  It. 
The  members  of  the  Senate  could  have  no  right  to 
infer  that  no  impeachment  was  intended.  On  the 
contrary,  every  legal  and  rational  presumption  on 
their  part  ought  to  have  been,  that  if  there  was 
good  reason  to  believe  him  guilty  of  an  impeacha- 
ble offence,  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
perform  its  constitutional  duty  by  arraigning 
the  offender  before  the  justice  of  his  country. 
The  contrary  presumption  woidd  Involve  on  ap- 
plicatiou  derogatory  to  the  integrity  and  honor  « 
the  reraesont^TSS  of  the  people.  Bat  suf^Nise  the 
snsi^cion  thns  impUed  ware  actually  entertunedf 
and  for  good  canee,  how  can  It  Justi^  the  asnmp- 
tion  by  the  Senate  of  powers  not  eonforred  by  the 
constitution  t 

It  is  only  necessary  to  look  at  the  condition  In 
which  the  Senate  and  the  President  have  been 
placed  by  this  proceeding,  to  pereelvo  its  otter  In- 
compatibility with  the  provisions  and  the  sfMt  of 
the  constitution,  and  with  the  plainest  delates  of 
humanity  and  justice. 

If  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  of  opin- 
ion that  there  Is  jnst  ground  for  the  censnre  pronounc- 
ed upon  the  President,  then  will  it  be  the  solemn 
dnty  of  that  House  to  prefer  the  proper  accusation, 
and  to  cause  him  to  be  brought  to  trial  by  the  con- 
stitutional tribonal.  But  in  what  condition  would 
he  find  that  tribunal?  A  majori^  of  its  members 
have  already  considered  the  case,  and  have  not  only 
formed,  but  expressed  a  deliberate  j  udgment  upon  its 
merits.  It  is  the  policy  of  our  benign  systems  of 
jurisprudence,  to  secure,  in  all  criminafproceedings, 
and  even  in  the  most  trivial  litigations,  a  &Ir,  nn- 
pr^odiced,  and  impartial  trial  And  sorely  It  can- 
not be  leas  important  that  such  a  trial  shoold  bo 
secored  to  the  highest  officer  of  the  Government 

The  constitntiott  makes  the  Honse  of  Bepresenta- 
tives the  exdudve  judges,  in  the  first  instance,  of 
the  question,  whether  tae  President  has  committed 
an  impeachable  oflence.  A  m^ority  of  the  Seaate. 
whose  interference  with  this  preUmlnary  question 
has,  for  the  best  <^  all  roaoona,  been  atnmoudr  ex- 
oloded,  antic^mte  the  action  of  the  House  of  itep> 
reeentatives,  assume  not  cmly  the  fimetion  which 
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beloDgB  ezclu^vely  to  that  bod;,  but  conrert  them- 
mItm  into  accuaers,  witnesses,  counsel,  and  judges, 
and  pn;jadge  the  whole  case — thus  presenting  the 
appaUing  B^ctacle,  in  a  free  State,  of  judges  going 
through  a  labored  preparaUon  for  an  impartiu 
hwing  and  deddon,  by  a  preTious  ex  parte  inves* 
tigatioB  and  sentence  against  the  supposed  offender. 

There  ia  no  more  settled  axiom  in  that  govern- 
ment  whence  we  derived  the  model  of  this  part  of 
our  oonstttution,  than  that  "  the  Lords  cannot  im- 
peach any  to  themselves,  nor  join  in  theaccusaUon, 
because  they  are  judges."  IndependenUj'  of  the 
general  reasons  on  which  this  rule  is  founded,  its 
propriety  and  importance  are  greatly  increased  by 
the  nature  of  the  impeaching  power.  The  power 
of  arraigning  the  high  officers  of  gOTemment  before 
a  tribunal  whose  sentence  may  expel  them  from 
their  seats  and  brand  them  as  infamous,  is  eminent- 
ly a  popular  remedy— ^  remedy  derigned  to  be  em- 
uoyed  for  the  protection  of  inlvate  right  and  pub- 
Bo  uberty,  against  tiie  abuses  of  irJuaUce  and  the 
encroBChmenta  of  arbitary  power.  Bat  the  framers 
of  the  constitution  were  also  undoubtedly  aware, 
that  this  formidable  instrument  had  been,  and 
might  be  abused  ;  and  that  from  its  very  nature, 
an  impeachment  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors, 
whatever  may  its  result,  would  in  most  cases  be 
accompanied  by  so  much  of  dishonor  and  reproach, 
•^Udtnde  and  suffering,  as  to  make  the  power  of 
imfening  it,  one  of  the  highest  solemnity  and  im- 
portance. It  was  due  to  both  these  conuderattona, 
that  the  impeaching  power  should  be  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  those  who,  from  the  mode  of  their  election 
and  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  would  most  accu- 
rately express  the  popular  will,  and  at  the  same 
time  be  most  directly  and  speedily  amenable 
to  the  peo^e.  The  Uieory'of  these  wise  and  be- 
lunumt  intentions  is,  in  the  present  case,  effectaally 
duleated  by  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate.  The 
members  of  that  body  represent,  not  the  people, 
but  the  States,  and  thougb  they  are  undoubtedly 
responsible  to  the  States,  yet,  from  their  extended 
term  of  service,  the  effisot  of  leHponnbility, 
during  the  whole  period  of  that  term,  most  very 
tnndi  depend  upon  their  own  impresrions  of  its 
obligatory  force.  When  a  body,  thus  constituted, 
ezprenes,  beforehand,  its  opinion  In  a  particular 
case,  and  thus  indirectly  invites  a  prosecution,  it 
not  only  assnmw  a  power  intended  for  wise  reasons 
to  b«  oooflned  to  others,  bat  it  shields  the  latter 
from  that  exdudve  and  personal  responsibility  under 
which  it  was  intended  to  be  exercised,  and  reverses 
the  whole  scheme  of  this  part  of  the  constitution. 

Such  would  be  some  of  the  objections  to  this 

Edure,  even  if  it  were  adoutted  that  there  is 
ground  for  imputing  to  the  President  the  of- 
}  charged  in  the  resolution.  But  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Bouse  of  Representatives  shall  be 
of  i^dnion  that  there  is  no  reason  for  charging  them 
upon  him,  and  shaU  therefore  deem  it  improper  to 
prefer  an  impeachment,  then  will  the  violation  of 
privilege  as  it  respects  that  House,  of  justice  as  it 
regards  the  Fre^deot.  and  of  the  conatitntion  as  it 
reUites  to  both,  be  only  the  more  coospicaous  and 
imMOsmve. 

The  constitutioiial  mode  of  procedure  on  an  im- 
peachment hu  not  only  been  wholly  disregarded, 
tmt  some  of  the  first  pnnciples  of  natural  right  and 
•nUg^tened  jorisprodence,  have  been  violated  in 
the  Teiy  fonn  of  the  resoluUon.  It  carefiilly 
ebstaiDi  from  averring  ia  vhieh  of  "the  lata  pro* 


ceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue,  the 
President  has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and 
power  not  conferred  by  tiie  constitution  and  laws." 
It  carefully  abstains  from  specifying  what  laws  or 
what  parts  of  the  constitution  have  been  violated. 
Why  was  not  the  certainty  of  the  offence— "the 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation" — set  out  in 
the  manner  required  by  the  constitution,  before 
even  the  humblest  individual,  for  the  smallest  crime, 
can  be  exposed  to  condemnation  f  Such  a  apedfi- 
cation  was  due  to  the  accused,  that  he  might  direct 
bis  defence  to  the  real  points  of  attack ;  to  the  peo- 
ple, that  tbey  might  dearly  understand  in  what 
particulars  thdr  institutioiiB  had  been  vkdated ;  and 
to  the  truth  and  certainty  of  our  public  annals.  Aa 
the  record  now  stands,  whilst  the  resolution  plainly 
charges  upon  the  President  at  least  one  act  of 
usurpation  in  "  the  late  Executive  proceedings  in 
relation  to  the  public  revenue,"  and  is  so  framed 
that  those  Senators  who  beUered  that  one  sooh  act, 
and  only  one,  had  been  committed,  could  assent  to 
it,  its  language  is  yet  broad  enough  to  include 
several  such  acts ;  and  so  it  may  have  been  regarded 
by  some  of  those  who  voted  for  it.  But  though 
the  accusation  is  thus  comprehensive  in  the  cen- 
sures it  im^ies,  there  is  no  audi  certuaty  of  time, 
place,  or  drcumstance,  as  to  exhibit  the  particular 
ooodarion  of  fret  or  law  which  induced  any  one 
Senator  to  Tote  for  It.  And  it  may  well  have  hap- 
peued,  that  whilst  one  Senator  believed  that  soma 
particular  act  embraced  in  the  resolution,  was  an 
arbitrary  and  unconstitutional  assumption  of  power, 
others  of  the  m^ority  may  have  deemed  that  very 
act  both  constitutional  and  expedient,  or  if  not  ex- 
pedient, yet  still  within  the  pale  of  the  constitution. 
And  thus  a  minority  of  the  Sen^n  may  have  been 
enabled  to  concur,  in  a  vague  and  undefined  aeca> 
satiou,  that  the  President,  in  the  coarse  of  "the 
late  Executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenue,"  had  violated  ue  constitution  and  laws; 
whilst,  if  a  separate  vote  had  been  taken  in  respect 
to  each  particular  act  Induded  within  the  general 
terms,  the  acoiuera  of  the  Preddent  nu^t,  on  mj 
such  vote,  have  been  found  in  the  minority. 

Still  fbrtber  to  exemptify  this  future  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, it  is  important  to  be  remarked,  that  the 
resolution,  as  originally  offered  to  the  Senate,  sped- 
fied,  with  adequate  predsion,  certain  acts  of  the 
President,  which  it  denounced  as  a  violation  of  the 
constitaUon  and  laws,  and  that  It  was  not  until  the 
very  close  of  the  debate,  and  when,  perhaps,  it  was 
apprehended  that  a  nuyority  might  not  sustain  the 
specific  accusation  contdoed  in  it,  that  the  resolution 
was  so  modified  as  to  assnme  Its  present  form.  A 
more  striking  illustration  of  the  soundness  and  ne- 
cessity of  the  rules  which  forbid  vague  and  indefi- 
nite generalities,  and  require  a  reasonable  certainty 
in  all  Judidd  allegations,  and  a  more  glaring  in- 
stance of  the  violation  of  those  mUs,  has  seldom 
been  exhibited. 

In  this  view  of  the  resolution,  it  must  certdnly 
be  regarded,  not  as  a  vindication  of  any  particular 
provision  of  the  law  or  the  constitution,  but  simply 
as  an  officid  rebuke  or  condemnatory  sentence,  too 
generd  and  indefinite  to  be  easily  repelled,  but  yet 
sufficiently  precise  to  bring  into  discvedit  the  ooa- 
duct  and  motives  of  the  ExecatiTe.  But  what- 
ever it  may  have  been  intended  to  accomplish,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  vague,  general,  and  abstract  form 
of  the  resdution,  b  in  perfrct  kcedng  with  those 
other  departoies  from  fint  prind^ea  and  irttled 
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improTements  in  Jarispradeaoe,  ao  properly  the 
boast  of  free  couotriefl  in  modem  times.  And  it  la 
iu>t  too  much  to  say  of  the  whole  of  these  proceed- 
ing!, that,  if  they  aball  be  approved  and  sustained 
hy  an  intelligent  people,  then  will  that  great  con- 
teat  with  arbitrary  p(nrer,  wUoh  had  CBtabliabed  in 
■tatntes,  in  billa  of  ri^^ta,  in  aicred  charters,  ud  In 
constltaUons  of  govemtnent,  the  ri^t  of  erery 
citizen  to  a  notice  before  trial,  to  a  hearing  before 
conviction,  and  to  an  impartial  tribunal  for  deoiding 
on  the  charge,  have  been  waged  in  Tain. 

If  the  resoluUon  had  been  left  in  its  ordinal 
fiwm,  it  Is  not  to  be  premmed  that  it  could  erer 
haTo  reoeived  tin  assent  of  a  nudority  of  the  Sen- 
ate, for  the  acta  therein  specified  as  violatloDS  of 
the  eonstitation  and  laws  were  cleariy  within  the 
limita  of  the  ExeoatiTO  anthority.  They  are,  the 
*'disiniaung  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be- 
cause  he  would  not,  contrary  to  his  sense  of  his  own 
duty,  remove  the  money  of  the  United  States  in 
depoat  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  ita 
branchea,  in  conformity  with  the  Presidrat^  o|nnion, 
and  appointing  his  successor  to  efibot  such  removal, 
which  has  been  done."  Bnt  as  no  other  specifica- 
tion has  been  subatitnted,  and  as  these  were  the 
*' Executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenne,"  priucipally  referred  to  Id  the  course  of 
the  discussion,  titey  will  doubtless  be  generally  re- 
garded as  the  acts  intended  to  be  denounced  as 
"an  assumpUm  of  anthortey  and  power  not  con* 
ferred  by  the  constitodon  or  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tion of  both."  It  is,  therefore,  due  to  the  occasion 
that  a  condensed  summary  of  the  views  of  the 
Dxecutive  in  respect  to  them,  should  be  here  ex- 
hibited. 

By  the  ooostftotiui,  "tlie  ezeenUTo  power  is 
vested  in  a  Frerident  of  the  United  Sutea" 
Among  the  duties  imposed  upon  him,  and  which  he 
is  sworn  to  perform,  is  that  of  "taking  care  that 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed."  Being  thus  made 
respondble  for  the  entire  action  of  the  executive 
department,  it' was  but  reaaonaUe  that  the  power 
of  appointing,  overwdng,  and  eontrolling  tliosa  who 
execute  (he  Jaws—*  power  In  its  nature  executive— 
should  remun  in  hu  liauds.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
only  his  right,  hitfi  the  constitution  makes  it  his 
du^,  to  "nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  ^)poiDt,"  all  "offlcera  of  the 
United  Btates  whose  appointments  are  not  in  the 
constitution  otherwise  provided  for,"  with  a  proviso 
that  the  af^ntment  of  inferior  officers  may  be 
Tested  in  the  Preddent  alone,  in  the  courts  of  jus- 
tice, or  in  the  heads  of  depaitmenta. 

iW  executive  power  vested  in  the  Senate,  is 
neither  that  of  "nominating"  nor  "appointing." 
It  is  merely  a  check  upon  the  Executive  power  of 
appcdntment.  If  individuals  propoeed  for  appoint- 
ment by  the  PrealdenL  are  by  them  deemed  incom- 
peteot  or  unworthy,  they  may  withhold  tli^  con- 
sent, and  the  appointment  cannot  be  made,  ^ley 
eheck  the  action  of  the  Executive,  but  cannot,  in 
rdation  to  those  very  Bubjeots,  act  themselves,  nor 
direct  him.  Selections  are  stiU  made  by  the  Pred- 
dent, and  the  n^ative  given  to  the  Senate,  without 
diminishing  his  responsibility,  furnishes  an  addition- 
al guarantee  to  the  country  that  the  subordinate 
executive,  as  well  as  the  judicial  offices,  shaU  be 
filled  with  worthy  and  competent  men. 

The  whole  executive  power  being  vested  in  the 
]h«d<lent,  who  is  reaponaitde  ibr  its  exeidse,  it  is  a 
aeoessarj  consequMwe,  that  lie  alumld  have  a  ti^ 
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to  employ  agents  of  his  own  choice  to  ud  him  in 
the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  to  discharge 
them  when  he  is  no  longer  willing  to  be  responsible 
for  their  acts.  In  strict  accordance  with  this  prin- 
ciple, the  power  of  removal,  which,  like  that  of  »p- 
polntment,  is  an  orignial  executive  power,  is  left 
micbeeked  bji  the  oonetitution  in  rdatton  to  all  ex- 
ecntive  officers,  for  whose  conduct  the  Preddent  is 
responsible,  wl^e  It  la  taken  from  hinLin  relation 
to  judicial  officera,  for  whoae  acta  he  is  not  respon- 
able.  In  the  Government  from  which  many  of  the 
fundamental  -  principles  of  oar  sjilem  are  derived^ 
the  head  of  the  executive  department  oiiginaUy  had 
power  to  appdnt  and  remove  at  wUI  iQl  officers, 
exeontive  and  Jodldal.  It  was  to  take  the  judges 
out  of  this  general  power  of  removal,  and  thus 
make  them  independent  of  the  Executive,  that  the 
tenure  of  their  offices  was  changed  to  good  beha- 
vior. Kor  is  it  ooncttvable,  why  they  are  placed, 
in  our  eouatitntion,  np(m  a  tenure  different  from  that 
of  all  other  officers  appointed  by  the  Executive, 
unless  it  be  for  the  same  purpose. 

But  If  there  were  any  Just  ground  for  doubt  on 
the  face  of  the  constitution,  whether  all  executive 
officers  are  removable  at  the  wUl  of  the  President^ 
it  is  obviated  by  the  contemporaneous  construction 
of  the  instrament,  and  the  uniform  {Hractiae  under 
it. 

The  power  of  removal  was  a  tmla  of  solemn  de- 
bate in  the  Congress  of  1TB9,  while  organizing  the 
administrative  departments  of  the  Government,  and ' 
it  was  finally  decided,  that  the  President  duived 
from  the  constitution  the  power  of  ^moval,  so  far 
as  it  regards  that  department  for  whose  acts  he  is 
responsible.  Although  the  debate  covered  the  wh(de 
ground,  embradng  the  Xreasory  u  wdl  as  all  th« 
other  executive  departtients,  it  aroae  on  a  motioa 
to  strike  out  of  the  bill  to  estabUah  a  department 
of  Foreign  AfUrs,  since  called  the  Department  of 
State,  a  dause  declaring  the  Secretary  "  to  be  re- 
movable from  office  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States."  After  that  motion  had  been  decided  in 
the  negative^  it  was  perodved  that  Uiese  words  did 
not  convey  the  sense  of  the  House  of  Bepresen^ 
stives,  in  reUtion  to  the  true  source  of  the  power 
of  removal  With  the  avowed  object  of  prevent* 
ing  any  future  inference,  tiiat  this  power  was  ex- 
ercised by  the  President  in  virtue  of  a  grant  from 
Congress,  when  in  &ct  that  body  considered  it  as 
derived  iitim  the  ooostitutiou,  the  words  which  had 
been  the  sul^ect  of  debate  were  struck  out,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  a  clauee  was  inserted  in  a  proton  con- 
cerning the  chief  clerk  of  the  department,  which 
declared  that  "whenever  the  said  principal  officer 
shall  be  removed  from  office  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  or  in  any  other  case  of  vacancy," 
the  chief  clerk  should,  during  such  vacancy,  have 
charge  of  the  papers  of  the  office.  This  change 
having  bem  made  f6r  tbo  express  purpose  of  de- 
claring the  sense  <tf  Congress,  that  the  Resident 
derived  the  power  of  removal  from  the  constitution, 
the  act  as  it  passed  has  always  been  considered  as  a 
full  expression  of  the  sense  of  the  legislature  on  this 
important  part  of  the  American  constitution. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  concurrent  authority  of 
President  Washington,  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Howo 
of  Bepresentatives,  numbers  of  whom  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  convention  which  framed  the  con* 
stitution,  and  In  the  State  conventions  which  adopted 
it,  that  the  President  derived  an  nnquallBed  poww 
of  mnonl  from  that  instrumeDt  itself  irtuoh  ii 
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"beyond  the  reach  of  l^;i8laUTe  authority."  Upoa 
this  priuciple  the  Goreninient  has  now  been  steadi- 
ly administered  for  about  forty-five  yeuis,  during 
whlefa  there  faftTe  been  nnmerona  remorali  made 
by  the  Prendent  or  by  bis  direction,  embracing 
every  grade  of  executive  officers,  from  the  heads  of 
departments  to  the  messengers  of  bureaus. 

The  Treasury  Department,  in  the  discussions  of 
1'789,  was  couddered  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
other  executive  departments,  and  in  the  act  estab- 
Usbing  It,  the  prectee  words  were  incorporated,  in- 
dicative of  the  sense  of  Goagrees  tliat  the  President 
derives  his  power  to  remove  the  Secretary,  from 
the  constitution,  which  appear  in  the  act  establish- 
ing the  Department  of  Foreign  AfBurs.  Anasristant 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  created,  and  it  was 
provided  that  he  should  take  charge  of  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  deportment,  "whenever  the 
Secretary  shall  be  removed  fVom  office  by  the  Freft- 
Ident  of  the  Doited  Btetea."  The  Secretary  of  the 
l^eiBory  b^ng  amxriated  by  the  I^eddMit,  and 
being  considered  as  constitntionsJly  removable  by 
him,  it  appears  never  to  have  occurred  to  any  one 
in  the  Congress  of  1789,  or  since,  until  very  recent- 
ly, that  he  was  other  than  an  executive  officer,  the 
mere  instroment  of  the  Chief  Uagistrate  in  the  exer 
cation  of  the  laws,  nitject,  like  all  other  beads  of 
departaients,  to  Ma  lupeninon  and  controL  No 
•uch  idea  as  an  officer  of  (he  Congresa  can  be  found 
in  the  constituUon,  or  appears  to  have  suggested 
itself  to  those  who  organized  the  Government. 
There  are  officers  of  eadi  House,  the  appointment 
of  which  is  abtborized  "by  the  eonstituuon,  but  all 
officer!  referred  to  in  that  instnunent  as  coming 
wHbin  the  appointing  power  of  ilM  I^Mlden^ 
whether  established  thereby  or  created  by  law,  are 
•*  officers  of  the  United  States."  No  johit  power  of 
appointment  is  given  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
nor  is  their  any  accoantability  to  them  as  one  body; 
but  as  soon  as  any  office  is  created  by  law,  of  what* 
ever  name  or  character,  the  appointment  of  the 
person  or  persons  to  fill  It,  devolves  by  the  consti- 
tution upon  the  Preddent,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  onlesa  it  be  an  Infbrfor  oflke, 
and  the  appointment  be  vetted  by  the  law  Itielf  "in 
the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 
heads  of  departments." 

But  at  the  time  of  the  organisation  of  the  Treas- 
ory  Department,  an  incident  occurred  which  diatinot- 
evincea  the  unanimona  concurrence  of  the  first 
ngraaa  In  the  prindple  that  the  Trnanry  Depart- 
ment ia  wht^y  execnnve  in  its  character  and  re- 
sponsibilities. A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the 
IHiovirion  <tf  the  bill  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary "to  digest  and  report  plans  for  the  improve- 
ment and  management  of  the  revenue,  and  for  the 
npporfof  the  pabUo  credit,**  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  pve  the  execndve  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment too  much  influence  and  power  in  Congress. 
The  motion  was  not  opposed  on  the  ground,  that 
the  Secretary  was  the  officer  of  Congress  and  re- 
sponsible to  that  body,  which  would  have  been  con- 
uuuva,  if  admitted,  bnt  on  other  grounds,  which 
conceded  his  executive  character  throughout.  The 
whole  discussion  evinces  a  unanimous  concurrence 
in  the  prindple,  that  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury 
is  wholly  an  executive  officer,  and  the  atrug^  of 
the  minority  was  to  restrict  his  power  as  such. 
From  that  time  down  to  the  present,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Treasurer,  Blister,  OomptroU 
Ian,  Anditon,  and  Gtada,  who  All  Uw  offloea  of  that 
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department,  have,  in  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, been  considered  and  treated  as  on  the  sane 
footing  with  corresponding  grades  of  offiows  in  all 
the  other  executive  departments. 

The  custody  <^  the  piAlio  property,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  legislative 
authority,  bos  always  been  considered  an  appro* 
priate  foncUon  of  the  executive  department,  in  this 
and  all  other  Govemmenta.  In  accordance  wltii 
this  principle,  every  qtecies  of  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  (excepting  that  which  is  in  the 
use  of  the  several  co-enUnate  departments  of  tbe 
Government,  as  means  to  aid  them  in  perfonniog 
their  appropriate  functions,)  is  in  charge  of  offieeia 
apptdnted  by  the  Presidai^  whether  it  be  lands,  or 
buildings,  or  merchandise,  or  previ^ons,  or  cloth- 
ing, or  arms  and  muniUons  of  war.  The  superin- 
tendents end  keepers  of  the  whole  are  appointed  by 
the  President,  responsible  to  him,  and  removable  at 
hiawiU. 

FnUio  money  la  bat  a  apedei  of  public  property. 
It  cannot  be  raised  by  taxation  or  custom,  nor 
brought  into  the  Treasury  in  any  other  way,  except 
by  law ;  but  whenever  or  howsoever  obtained,  its 
custody  always  has  been,  and  always  must  be,  on- 
less  the  constitution  be  changed,  uitrusted  to  the 
executive  department.  No  officer  can  be  created 
by  Congress  for  the  pnipoee  of  taking  charge  of  it, 
wnoee  m>dntment  would  not,  by  the  consututfai, 
at  oooe  devolve  on  the  Preddent,  and  who  would 
not  be  responsiblo  to  him  for  the  ftitiifol  perform- 
ance of  hiB  duties.  The  legislative  power  may  no- 
doubtedly  bind  him  and  the  President,  by  any  laws 
ib«r  may  think  proper  to  enact;  tn^  may  pe^ 
Bcrtbe  In  what  jdoce  particular  portI(aw  of  the  pulv 
lie  money  ahaU  be  kept,  and  for  what  reason  it 
shall  be  removed;  as  tbay  may  direct  that  supplies 
for  tbe  aimy  or  navy  shall  be  kept  in  particular 
stores;  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Preddent  to 
see  that  the  law  is  fiuthfully  executed— yet  will  the 
custody  remain  in  the  executive  department  of  the 
Government.  Were  the  GMigrese  to  assume,  with 
or  without  a  l^lalative  actj  the  power  of  appidntbg 
officer!  Independentiy  of  the  FrlBsident,  to  take  the 
charge  and  custody  of  tbe  public  [Roperty  contain- 
ed In  the  militaiT  and  naval  arsenals,  magazines,  and 
storehouses,  it  is  believed  that  soch  an  act  would 
be  regarded  by  all  as  a  palpable  usurpation  of  exec- 
utive power,  subvenive  of  the  form  as  well  as  the 
fundamental  prinelplca  of  our  Government.  But 
where  Is  the  difference  In  principle,  whether  tlye 
public  property  be  In  the  form  of  arms,  monitions 
of  war  and  supplies,  or  in  gold  and  iilver  or  bank 
notes?  None  can  be  perceived — none  Is  believed 
to  exist.  Congress  cannot,  therefore,  t^e  out  of 
the  hands  of  ^e  executive  department  the  custody 
of  the  pobKo  property  or  mwiey,  iritbont  an  as- 
Bumption  of  ezecntive  power,  and  a  aubverslon  of 
the  first  prind|4e8  of  the  constitution. 

Tbe  Gongrus  of  the  United  States  have  never 
passed  an  act  imperatively  directing  that  the  pubHo 
moneys  aball'be  keirt  In  any  particular  place  or 
places.  From  the  orig^  of  the  Goveniment  to  the 
year  1816,  the  statute-book  was  wholly  sileot  on  the 
subject.  In  1789  a  Treasurer  was  created,  subor- 
dinate to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaaory,  and  throagh 
him  to  the  PreaideBt.  tts  was  required  to  give 
bond  aafely  to  keep  and  faithfully  to  disburse  the 
pi^>lio  moneys,  without  any  direction  as  to  the 
manner  or  places  in  which  they  shonld  be  kept. 
B|7  relinanoe  to  the  paetioa  of  ua  Gorenmniti  il 
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is  found,  that  from  ita  first  orgauiution,  tlio  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  acting  under  the  supervinon 
of  the  PreaideDt,  deaignated  the  places  In  which  the 
pidtlic  moneys  should  be  kept,  and  specially  directed 
all  transfers  from  place  to  place.  This  practice  was 
continued,  with  the  olest  acquiescence  of  CoiwreBS, 
from  1789  down  to  1816;  and  although  manyDabks 
were  selected  and  dinchanced,  and  althoogli  a  por- 
tion of  the  moneys  was  first  placed  in  Uie  State 
banks,  and  then  in  the  former  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  dissolution  of  that,  was  again 
tranaftrred  to  the  State  banks,  no  legislation  was 
tboi^ht  necessary  by  Congress,  and  aU  the  opera- 
tions irere  originated  and  perfected  by  ezecoUTe 
authority.  The  Secretary  the  Treasury,  respon- 
sible to  the  President,  and  with  Us  qwrobation, 
made  contracts  and  arrangements  in  relation  to  the 
whole  subject^natter,  which  was  thus  entirely  com- 
mitted to  the  direction  of  the  Praddent,  under  lus 
respcmdbiUUes  to  the  American  people,  and  to  those 
who  were  authorised  to  fanpeaeh  and  podah  Um  for 
any  breach  of  this  important  trust. 

The  act  of  1816,  establishing  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  directed  the  depodts  of  public 
money  to  be  made  in  that  bank  and  its  branches^ 
in  places  in  which  the  said  bank  and  branches 
thereof  may  be  estabBsfaed,  "unless  the  Secretarr 
of  the  Treasury  should  otherwise  order  and  direct,** 
in  wbieb  event,  be  was  reqidred  to  gire  his  reasons 
to  Congress.  This  was  but  a  conUnaatioQ  of  bis 
pre-existing  powers  as  the  head  of  an  executive 
department,  to  direct  where  the  deposits  should 
be  made,  with  the  superadded  obligauon  of  ^ving 
his  reasons  to  Congress  for  making  them  elsewhere 
than  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
braaebea.  It  is  not  to  Iw  eonddered  that  this  pro- 
vision In  any  degree  altered  the  rtdation  betwem 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Preddent,  as 
the  responsible  head  of  the  executive  department, 
or  released  the  latter  from  his  constitutional  obli- 
gation to  "take  care  that  the  Uws  be  faithfVilly  ex- 
ecuted." On  the  contrary,  it  increased  his  reapon- 
ifUlitiflS,  by  adding  another  to  the  long  list  of  lavs 
which  ft  was  Ids  duty  to  carry  into  efleet. 

It  would  be  an  extraordinary  result,  if^  because 
the  person  charged  by  law  with  a  public  duty  is  one 
of  the  Secretaries,  it  were  less  the  daty  of  the 
President  to  see  that  law  fkitbfully  executed  than 
other  laws  ei^otning  duties  upon  subordinate  officers 
or  private  dticens.  If  there  be  any  ^fferenee,  it 
would  seem  that  the  obUgation  is  the  stronger  In 
relation  to  the  former,  because  the  neglect  Iain  hia 
presence  and  the  remedy  at  hand. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  tliat  it  was  the  legal  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  order  and  direct 
the  deposits  of  the  public  money  to  be  made  else- 
where than  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  when- 
ever sufficient  reasons  existed  for  making  the  change. 
U,  in  snob  a  ease,  be  nwlected  or  rdused  to  sot, 
he  wonid  neglect  Or  renss  to  exeeate  the  law. 
What  would  then  be  the  sworn  duty  of  the  Pred- 
dent?  Could  he  say  that  the  constitution  did  not 
bind  him  to  see  the  law  faithfully  executed,  because 
it  was  one  of  his  Secretaries,  and  not  himself,  upon 
whom  the  service  was  specially  imposed?  Might 
be  not  be  asked  whether  there  wu  any  sooh  Hnnta- 
tkm  to  his  obligations  prescribed  In  the  constitu- 
tion r — ^whether  he  is  not  equally  bound  to  take  care 
that  the  laws  be  fiuthfully  executed,  whether  they 
impose  duties  on  the  highest  offioer  of  State,  or  tlie 
lowest  Bobordinate  in  any  of  the  deparbnentst 
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H^ht  he  not  be  told,  that  it  was  for  the  sole  pur- 

Eose  of  causing  all  executive  officers,  from  the 
i^est  to  the  lowest,  fdthMly  to  perform  the  ser- 
vices required  of  them  by  law — that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  have  made  him  their  Chief  If  agis- 
trate,  and  the  constitution  has  clothed  Um  with  tho 
entire  executive  power  of  this  Oovemmentf  The 
principles  Implied  in  these  questions  appear  too 
T^aia  to  need  elucidation. 

But  here,  also,  we  have  a  contemporaneous  con- 
struction of  the  act,  which  shows  that  it  was  not 
understood  as  in  any  way  changing  the  relations 
between  the  Freddent  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, or  as  placing  the  latter  out  of  Executive  control, 
even  In  relation  to  the  depodts  of  the  public 
money.  Nor  on  this  point  are  we  left  to  any 
equivocal  testimony.  The  documents  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  show  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Traasury  did  apply  to  the  Preddent,  and  obtained 
his  anirobatioa  and  sanctiCHi  to  the  original  tronft* 
ftr  in  the  public  depodts  to  the  present  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  and  did  carry  the  measure  into 
effect  in  obedience  to  Us  decision.  They  also  show 
that  transfers  of  the  publio  deposits  from  the 
branches  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  State 
bonks,  at  Ghillicothe,  Cincinnati,  and  Louisville,  In 
1819,  were  made  with  the  approt>ation  of  the  Fresi< 
dent,  and  by  his  authority.  The^  show,  that  upon 
all  Important  questions  appertdomg  to  his  depart- 
ment, whether  they  related  to  the  public  depodts 
or  other  matters,  it  was  the  constant  practice  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  obtain  for  bis  acts  the 
approval  and  sanction  oi  the  Preadent.  These  acts, 
and  the  principles  on  wUch  they  were  founded, 
were  known  to  all  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  Congress,  and  the  country  *,  and,  until 
very  recently,  appear  never  to  have  been  edled  In 
question. 

Thus  was  it  settled  by  the  constitution,  the  laws, 
and  the  whole  practice  of  the  Government,  that  the 
entire  executive  power  is  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  that,  as  incident  to  that 
power,  the  ririit  of  irootnting  and  removing 
those  officers  wno  are  to  aid  him  in  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  with  such  restrictions  only  as  the  con- 
stitution prescribes,  is  vested  in  the  President; 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  one  of  those 
officers ;  that  the  custody  of  tho  public  property 
and  money  is  an  executive  Amotion,  wUch,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  money,  has  always  been  exercised 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  his 
subordinates;  that  in  the  performance  of  these 
duties,  he  is  subject  to  the  supervinon  and  control 
of  the  Freddent,  and  in  all  important  measures 
having  relation  to  them  consults  the  Chief  .>Ia^ 
trate,  and  obtains  his  approval  and  sanction;  that 
the  law  establishing  the  bank  ^d  not,  as  it  could 
not,  change  the  relation  between  the  President  and 
tbe  SeereUry— did  not  release  the  former  from  his 
obligation  to  see  the  law  faithfully  executed,  nor 
the  latter  from  the  Pr^dent's  supervision  and  con- 
tro\;  that  afterwards,  and  before,  the  Secretary 
did  in  fact  consult  and  obtain  tbe  sanction  of  the 
Prendent,  to  transfers  and  removals  of  the  public 
depodU;  and  that  all  departments  of  the  Govem* 
ment,  and  the  nation  Itself,  approved  or  acqdescod 
In  these  acts  and  principles,  as  in  strict  cotdbnnlty 
with  our  constitution  and  laws. 

During  the  last  year,  tbe  approaching  termina- 
tion, according  to  tbe  providons  of  iu  charter,  and 
U»  solenut  deuslQa  of  the  American  people,  c^tiw 
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Bank  of  the  United  States,  made  it  expedient,  and 
its  exposed  abuses  aod  corrtiptioiu  made  It,  lit  my 
opinion,  tlie  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorj, 
to  place  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  in  other 
depositories.  The  Secretary  did  not  concur  in  that 
opinion,  and  declined  giving  the  neoesBary  order 
and  direction.  So  glaring  were  the  abuses  and 
corruptions  of  the  bank,  so  evident  its  fixed  pur< 
poae  to  persevere  in  them,  and  so  palpable  its  de- 
sign, by  Its  money  and  pover,  to  control  the  gov- 
ernment, and  change  its  character,  that  I  deemed 
it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  ezeeadTe  authori- 
ty, by  the  exertion  of  every  power  confided  to  it 
by  the  consUtntion  and  laws,  to  check  its  career, 
and  lessen  its  ability  to  do  misctue^  even  in  the 
painful  alternative  of  dismisung  the  head  of  one  of 
the  departments.  At  the  time  the  removal  was 
made,  other  oanses  snfBdent  to  Jnatify  It  eziBted ; 
but,  if  they  had  not,  the  Secretary  would  have 
been  dismissed  for  this  cause  only. 

His  place  I  supplied  by  one  whose  opinions  were 
well  known  to  me,  and  whose  frank  expressions  of 
them,  in  another  utuation,  and  whose  generous 
sacrifices  of  interest  and  feeling,  when  unexpected- 
ly  called  to  the  staUon  he  now  occupies,  ou^ht 
forever  to  have  sUdded  bb  motives  from  suspicion, 
and  his  character  from  reproach.  In  accordance 
witb  the  opinions  long  before  expressed  by  him,  he 
proceeded,  with  my  stnctiOQ,  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  depoaitmg  the  moneys  of  the  United 
States  in  other  safo  instituUons. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate,  as  originally  framed, 
ud  OS  passed,  if  It  refers  to  these  acts,  pre-sopposes 
a  right  in  that  body  to  Interfere  with  this  exercise 
of  executive  power.  If  the  principle  be  once  ad- 
mitted, it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  where  it  may 
end.  It,  by  a  mere  denuncladon  like  this  resolu- 
tion, the  President  should  ever  be  induced  to  act, 
In  a  matter  of  official  doty,  eoatriry  to  the  honest 
convictions  of  his  own  mind,  in  compliance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  Senate,  the  GonstitiiUonal  inde- 
pendence of  the  execative  depaztment  would  be  as 
eiTectually  destroyed,  and  its  power  as  effectually 
transferred  to  the  Senate,  as  if  that  end  had  been 
accomplished  by  an  amendment  of  the  constitution. 
But,  if  the  Senate  have  a  right  to  interfere  with 
the  executive  powers,  they  have  also  the  right  to 
make  that  lotenenooe  efibotive ;  and  If  tbe  asser- 
.  lion  of  the  power  implied  In  tbe  resolation  be 
dlcntly  acqtuesced  in,  we  may  reasonably  tmn- 
bend  that  it  will  I>e  followed,  at  some  future  day, 
by  an  attempt  at  actual  enforcement  The  Senate 
may  refuse,  except  on  the  condition  that  he  will 
surrender  his  ofnnions  to  theirs  and  obey  thdr  will, 
to  perform  their  own  constitutional  functions  ; 
to  pass  the  necessary  laws ;  to  sanction  appro- 
priations proposed  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives ;  and  to  confirm  proper  nonuoatlons  made 
by  the  Fre»dent.  It  has  already  been  main- 
tained (and  it  is  not  conceivable  that  tbe  resolution 
of  the  Senate  can  be  based  on  any  other  principle) 
that  the  Secretary  of  tiM  Treasury  is  the  officer  of 
Conness,  and  independent  of  the  President ;  that 
the  President  has  no  right  to  control  him,  and  con- 
sequently none  to  remove  faim.  With  tbe  same 
propriety,  and  on  similar  grounds,  may  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  the  Navy, 
and  the  Postmaster  General,  each  in  succession,  be 
declared  independent  of  the  Frerident,  the  subor- 
dhutes  of  Congress,  and  removable  only  with  tbe 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  Followed  to  its  oonse- 
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quences  this  principle  will  be  found  effectually  to  de> 
■troy  one  co-ordinate  department  of  tiie  Government, 
to  concentrate  in  tbe  hands  of  tbe  Senate  the  whole 
executive  power,  and  to  leave  the  President  as  pow- 
erless as  he  would  be  useless — tbe  shadow  of  tii> 
thority,  after  the  substance  had  departed. 

The  time  and  the  occasion  which  have  called 
forth  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  seetn  to  impose 
upon  me  an  additional  obUgation  not  to  pass  it  over 
in  rilence.  Kearly  forty-five  years  had  the  Pred- 
dent  exercised,  witbout  a  question  as  to  his  ri^t- 
M  authority,  those  powers  for  tbe  recent  assump- 
tion of  which  he  is  now  denounced.  Tb  e  vicifi^  tudes 
of  peace  and  war  had  attended  our  Government; 
violent  parties,  watchful  to  t^e  advantage  of  any 
seeming  usurpation  on  the  part  of  the  Executive, 
had  distracted  our  counsels ;  frequent  removals,  or 
forced  resignations,  in  every  sense  tantamount  to 
removals,  had  been  made  of  the  Secretary  and 
other  officers  of  the  Treasury ;  and  yet  in  no  one 
instance  is  it  known,  that  any  man,  whether  patriot 
or  partisan,  had  raised  his  voice  against  it  as  a 
violation  of  the  constitution.  Tbe  expediency  and 
justice  of  such  changes,  in  reference  to  public 
officers  of  alt  grades,  have  frequentiy  been  the  top- 
ics of  diseosiion;  bnt  the  constitutional  right  of 
the  President  to  appoint,  control,  and  remove  the 
head  of  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  all  other  depart- 
ments, seems  to  have  been  universally  conceded. 
And  what  is  the  occasion  upon  which  other  prin- 
ciples have  been  first  officially  asserted.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  a  great  moneyed  monopoly, 
had  attempted  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  its  charter, 
by  controlling  the  elections  of  tbe  people  and  tbe 
action  of  the  Government,  The  use  oi  its  corpo- 
rate funds  and  power  in  that  attempt  was  folly  dis- 
closed ;  and  it  made  known  to  the  Preudent  that 
the  corporation  was  putting  in  train  the  same 
course  of  measures,  with  the  view  of  !Tfk'"g 
another  vigorous  effort,  through  ab  interference  in 
the  elections  of  the  people,  to  control  public  Ofun- 
ion  and  force  the  Government  to  yield  to  its  de- 
mands. This,  with  its  corruption  of  the  press,  its 
violation  of  its  charter,  its  exclusion  of  the  Govern- 
ment directors  from  Its  proceedings,  its  neglect  of 
duty,  and  arrogant  pretendona,  made  it,  in  the 
o|ttnion  of  the  Preadent,  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest  and  the  safety  of  our  institutions, 
that  it  should  be  longer  employed  as  the  fiscal 
agent  of  the  Treasury.  A  Secretary  -of  the  Treas- 
ury, appointed  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  who  bad 
not  been  confirmed  by  that  body  and  whom  the 
President  might  or  might  not  at  his  pleasure  nom- 
inate to  them,  refused  to  do  what  his  superior  in 
tbe  ezeontive  department  conndered  tbe  moat  imi- 
perative  of  his  duties,  and  became  In  fact,  how- 
ever innocent  his  motives,  the  protector  of  tbe  bank. 
And  on  this  occasion  it  is  discovered  for  the  first 
time,  that  those  who  framed  the  constitution  mis- 
understood it ;  that  the  first  Congress  and  all  its 
successors  have  been  under  a  delusioa ;  that  the 
practice  of  near  forty-five  years  is  but  a  continued 
usurpation ;  tiiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
not  responsible  to  the  President ;  and  that  to  re- 
move him  ia  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
laws,  for  which  the  President  deserves  to  stand  for- 
ever dishonored  on  the  Journals  of  the  Senate. 

There  are  also  some  other  circumstances  con- 
nected witb  tbe  discussion  and  passage  of  the  reso- 
lution, to  which  I  feel  it  to  be,  not  only  my  right, 
but  my  du^,  to  refer.  It  a^^iean  by  tbe  Journal 
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of  the  Senate,  tbat  ninong  the  twenty-six  Senatore 
who  Toted  for  the  resolution  on  its  final  paasage, 
and  who  bad  supported  It  in  debate,  in  its  original 
frfim,  were  one  of  the  Senators  from  the  State  of 
Hdne,  the  two  Senators  from  New  Jersej,  and  one 
of  the  Senators  from  Ohio.  It  also  appears  b;  the 
same  Jonmal,  and  by  the  files  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  legislatures  of  these  States  had  several);  ex- 
pressed their  opinions  in  respect  to  the  Execatire 
proceedings  drawn  in  question  before  the  Senate. 

The  two  braDchee  of  the  l^jidatnre  of  the  State 
of  Jlaioe,  on  the  26th  of  Jannary,  1SS4,  passed  a 
preamble  and  aeries  of  resolotloiiB  in  the  following 
words: 

^««  fi>nowB  extnctB  from  the  leglaUtlTe  Jonnuls  of  the 
Hat9  States  rafbmd  to,  approTlng  tha  President's  oondnct 
In  remoring  the  depodti^  and  Isatmctlng  their  Senators  to 
nstain  that  aet  tJthe  President] 

It  is  thus  seen  that  foar  Senators  have  declared, 
by  tbeir  votes,  that  the  Preddent,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  had 
been  guilty  of  the  impeachable  oflence  of  '*  asanm- 
ing  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred 
by  the  conatitotion  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both,"  whilst  the  lenalatures  of  thdr  respeotive 
States  had  deliberately  approved  those  very  pro- 
ceedings, as  oon^tent  wito  the  constitatlon,  and 
demanded  by  the  public  good.  If  these  four  votes 
had  been  nven  In  accordance  with  the  eeatiments 
of  the  Ic^jdatoree,  as  above  expressed,  there  would 
have  beoi  but  twentr-two  votes  out  of  fortyndx  far 
oensoring  the  Fre&dent,  and  ttie  unpreoedented 
record  dr  his  conviction  could  not  have  oeeo  placed 
opoa  the  Joumals  of  the  Senate. 

In  thus  refening  to  the  resolutions  and  instmc- 
tiona  of  the  State  legislatores,  I  disclaim  and  repu- 
diate all  authority  or  design  to  interfere  irith  the 
reabouribiaty  dne  firom  members  of  the  Senate  to 
thear  own  oonsdenoes,  thdr  oonstitoeota,  and  their 
country.  The  facts  now  stated  belong  to  the  history 
of  these  proceedings,  and  are  important  to  the  Just 
development  of  the  principles  and  interests  involv- 
ed in  tbcm,  as  well  as  to  the  proper  Tindication  of 
the  execntive  department;  and  with  that  view,  and 
that  view  only,  are  they  bare  made  the  to^  <n  re- 
mark. 

The  dangerons  tendency  of  the  doctrine  which 
denies  to  the  I^eident  the  power  of  supervising, 
directii^,  and  removing  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Treas- 
ury, in  Me  manner  with  the  other  executive  officers, 
would  soon  b»  manifest  in  practice,  were  the  doctrine 
to  be  estabUshed.  The  Pred,dent  is  the  direct  repre- 
sentative of  the  American  people,  but  the  Secretaries 
are  not.  If  the  Secretary  itf  the  Treaguiy  be  inde- 
pendent of  the  Preddent  In  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  then  is  there  no  direct  responsibility  to  the 
people  in  that  important  branch  of  this  Government 
to  which  is  committed  the  care  of  the  national 
finances.  And  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Banli  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  other  corporation,  body  of 
men,  or  individnals,  if  a  Secretary  shall  be  tbtmd  to 
accord  with  them  in  opinion,  or  can  be  induced  In 
practice  to  promote  their  views,  to  control,  through 
him,  the  whole  action  of  the  Government,  (so  far  as 
it  is  exercised  by  his  department,)  In  defiance  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  elected  by  the  people  and  respon- 
rible  to  them. 

But  the  evil  tendeoOT  of  the  particnlar  doctrine 
adverted  to,  thongh  suffidentiy  serious,  would  be  as 
nothing,  In  comparison  with  the  pemioious  conse- 
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quences  which  would  inevitably  flow  from  the  ap* 
probation  and  allowance  by  the  peo^de,  and  the 
practice  by  the  Senate,  <i  the  nactmstitntioDd 
power  of  arrugning  and  censuring  the  otBcial  con- 
dact  of  the  Executive,  in  the  manner  recently  pur- 
sued. Such  proceeding  are  eminently  calculated 
to  unsettle  the  foundations  of  the  Government,  to 
disturb  the  harmonious  action  of  its  different  de- 
partments, and  to  break  down  the  checks  and  bal- 
ances b^  which  the  wisdom  of  its  framers  sought  to 
ensure  its  stability  and  usefulness. 

The  honest  difi*erences  of  opinion  which  occasion- 
ally exist  between  the  Senate  and  the  President,  in 
regard  to  matters  in  which  both  are  obliged  to 
participate,  are  sufficientiy  embarrassing.  But,  if 
the  course  recently  adopted  by  the  Senate  shall 
hereafter  be  freqoentiy  pursued,  it  is  not  only  ob- 
vious that  the  harmoi?  of  the  relations  between 
the  Preddent  and  the  Senate  will  be  desbtiyed,  bat 
that  other  and  graver  effects  will  olUmately  ensue. 
If  the  censures  of  the  Senate  be  submitted  to  by 
the  President,  the  confidence  of  the  people  in  his 
ability  and  virtue,  and  the  character  and  usefulness 
of  his  administration  will  soon  be  at  an  end,  and  the 
real  power  of  the  Ooveroment  will  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  body  holding  their  offices  for  long  terms, 
not  elected  by  the  people,  and  not  to  them  directty 
responsible.  K,  on  the  other  band,  the  illegal  cen- 
sures of  the  Senate  should  be  resisted  by  the  Presi* 
dent,  collidons  and  angry  controversies  might  en- 
sue, discreditable  in  their  promss,  and,  in  ike  end, 
eompdling  the  people  to  adopt  the  cmclndon, 
either  that  thdr  Chief  Magistrate  was  imworthy  of 
their  respect,  or  that  the  Senate  was  chargeable  with 
calumny  and  injustice.  Either  of  these  results  would 
impair  public  confidence  in  the  perfection  of  the 
system,  and  lead  to  seriona  alterations  of  its  frame 
woric,  or  to  the  practical  abandonment  of  some  of 
its  provisioaB. 

The  influence  <d  such  {woceedinn  on  the  other 
departments  of  the  Government,  and  more  especial- 
ly on  the  States,  could  not  fail  to  be  extenrively 
pernicious.  When  the  judges,  in  the  last  resort  of 
,  official  misconduct,  themselves  overleap  the  bounds 
of  their  authority,  as  prescribed  by  the  constitution, 
what  general  dlsregud  of  its  provisions  might  not 
their  example  be  expected  to  produce  ?  And  who 
does  not  perodve  that  such  contempt  of  the  Federal 
constitution,  by  one  of  its  most  important  depart- 
ments, would  hold  out  the  strongest  temptation  to 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  State  sovereignties, 
whenever  they  shall  suppose  their  just  rights  to 
have  been  invaded  F  Thus,  all  the  independent 
departments  of  the  Government,  and  the  States 
wmeh  compose  our  confederated  Union,  instead  of 
attenffing  to  their  appropriate  duties,  and  leavhtg 
those  who  may  c^end  to  be  reclaimed  or  punished 
in  the  manner  pdnted  out  In  the  constitution,  would 
fall  to  mutual  crimination  and  recrimination,  and 
^ve  to  the  people  confusion  and  anarchy,  instead 
of  order  and  law,  until  at  leogtit  some  form  of  aris- 
tocratic power  would  be  estaUIshed  on  the  ruins  i>i 
the  constitution,  or  the  States  be  broken  into 
separate  oommumtiea. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  charge,  or  to  insinuate,  that 
the  present  Senate  of  the  Imited  States  intend,  in 
the  most  distant  way,  to  encourage  such  a  result. 
It  is  not  of  their  motives  or  designs,  but  only  of  the 
tendency  of  their  acts,  that  it  Is  my  duty  to  ^leak. 
It  is,  if  possible,  to  make  Senators  themselves 
sensible  of  the  daiogn  vhidi  lurks  noder  the  jn- 
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cedent  set  in  their  resolution,  and,  at  any  rate,  to 
perform  my  duty  as  Ae  re^nsible  head  of  ooe  of 
the  co-equal  departmente  of  the  Ooremment,  that 
I  hare  been  compelled  to  point  out  the  conseqaences 
to  wliich  the  discussion  and  passage  of  the  res- 
olotion  may  lead,  if  the  tendency  of  Uie  measure  be 
□ot  checked  in  Its  inception. 

It  is  due  to  the  high  trost  with  irhich  I  hare  been 
c^rS?*^  i  ^  those  who  may  be  called  to  succeed 
meinit;  to  the  tepresentatiTes  of  the  people,  whose 
oonstitudonal  prerogatire  has  been  unlawfolly  as- 
sumed; to  the  people  and  to  the  States;  and  to 
the  constitution  they  have  estabUehed,  that  I 
should  not  permit  its  proTisions  to  be  broken  down 
by  such  an  attack  oo  the  executive  department, 
without  at  least  some  ellbrt  "to  presenre,  pro- 
teot,  and  defend"  them.  With  this  Tiev,  and  for 
the  reasons  which  have  been  stated,  I  do  hereby 
SOUKKLT  PROTEST  sgalnst  the  aforementioned  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate,  as  unauthorized  by  the  con- 
stitution ;  contrary  to  its  spirit  and  to  several  of  its 
express  {nvrisions;  subversive  of  that  distribution 
of  the  powers  of  Oovenunent  which  it  has  orddned 
and  established;  destructive  of  the  checks  and 
safeguards  by  which  those  powers  were  intended, 
on  the  one  band,  to  be  controlled,  and,  on  the  other, 
to  be  protected,  and  calculated,  by  their  immediate 
and  collateral  effects,  by  their  character  and  ten- 
dency, to  concentrate  in  the  hands  of  a  body  not 
directly  amenable  to  the  people,  a  degree  of  indu- 
enoe  and  power  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  and 
&tal  to  the  constitution  of  th^  clu^. 

The  resolution  of  the  Benate  contains  an  imputa- 
tion upon  my  private  as  well  as  upon  my  public 
character;  and  as  it  must  stand  forever  on  their 
Journals,  I  cannot  close  this  substitute  for  that 
defence  which  I  have  not  been  allowed  to  present 
in  the  ordinary  form,  without  remarking,  that  I 
have  lived  in  vain.  If  it  be  uecesaaiy  to  enter  into  a 
formal  vindication  of  my  character  and  purposes 
from  such  an  impatation.  In  vain  do  I  b^r  upon 
my  person,  endiuing  memorials  of  that  contest  in 
which  American  liberty  was  purchased ;  in  vain  have 
I  once  perilled  property,  fame,  and  life,  in  defence 
of  the  rights  and  privilege  so  dearly  bought;  hi 
Tain  am  1  now,  without  a  personal  aai^ration,  or 
the  hope  of  inwvidoal  advantage,  encountering  re- 
sponsibfUtlee  and  dangers,  from  wUch,  by  mere  in- 
aictivity  in  relation  to  a  mngle  point,  I  might  have 
been  exempt — if  any  serious  doubts  can  be  enters 
tabled  as  to  the  purity  of  my  purposes  and  motives. 
If  I  bad  been  ambitious,  I  should  have  sought  an 
alliance  with  that  powerful  institutioa,  which  even 
now  asures  to  no  divided  empire.  If  I  had  been 
venal.  I  should  have  sold  myself  to  its  derigns. 
^ul  I  preferred  personal  comfort  and  offidal  ease 
to  the  performance  of  my  arduous  duty,  I  should 
have  ceaaed  to  molest  it.  In  the  history  of  con- 
querors and  usurpers,  never,  in  the  fire  of  youth, 
Dor  in  the  vigor  of  mauhood,  could  I  find  an  attrac- 
tion to  lure  me  from  the  path  of  duty ;  and  now, 
I  shaU  scarcely  find  an  Inducement  to  commence 
the  career  ot  ambition,  when  gray  luUrs  and  a  de- 
caying fiame,  instead  of  inviting  to  toil  and  b^tle, 
caU  me  to  the  contemplation  of  other  worlds,  where 
conquerors  cease  to  be  honored,  and  usurpers  ex- 
piate their  crimes.  The  only  ambition  I  can  feel, 
is  to  acquit  myself  to  Him  to  whom  I  must  soon 
render  an  account  of  my  stewardship,  to  serve  my 
fcllow>men,  and  live  re^)ected  and  honored  in  the 
Ustory  of  mj  country.  Ko ;  the  amUtion  which 


[Afbo,  1884. 

leads  me  on,  is  an  ui^oua  desire  and  a  fixed  deter- 
mination, to  return  to  the  people,  unimpaired,  the 
sacred  trust  they  have  confided  to  my  charge— to 
heal  the  wounds  of  the  constitution  and  preserve 'it 
from  forther  violation ;  to  persuade  my  countrymen, 
80  far  as  I  may,  that  it  is  not  in  a  splendid  Oovem- 
ment,  supported  by  powerful  monopolies  and  aris- 
tocratical  establishments,  that  they  will  findliapia* 
nesa,  or  th^  liberties  protection,  but  in  a  |wun 
system,  T<dd  of  pomp — protecting  all,  and  muting 
&von  to  none— -dispenong  Ita  blesdngs  uke  the 
dews  of  heaven,  unseen  and  unfelt,  save  In  the 
fivshneas  and  beauty  they  contribute  to  produce. 
It  is  such  a  government  that  the  genius  of  our 
people  requires— euch  a  one  only  under  which  oor 
States  may  remdn  for  ages  to  come,  united,  pros* 
perous,  and  ft«e.  If  tiie  Almighty  bdng  who  lu« 
hitherto  sustained  and  protected  me,  will  but  vouch- 
safe to  make  my  feeble  powers  instrumental  to  such 
a  result,  I  shall  anticipate  with  pleasure  the  place 
to  be  assigned  mo  in  the  history  of  my  country, 
and  die  contented  with  Uie  belief^  that  I  have  con- 
tributed la  some  small  degree,  to  Increase  the 
value  and  prolong  the  duration  of  American  liberty. 

To  the  end  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  may 
not  be  hereafter  drawn  into  precedent,  with  th« 
authority  of  silent  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the 
executive  department ;  and  to  the  end,  also,  tiiat 
my  motives  and  views  in  the  executive  proceeding 
denounced  in  that  resolution  may  be  known  to  mv 
fellow-cititens,  to  the  worid,  and  to  all  posterity,  It 
respeotfblly  request  that  this  messue  and  protest 
may  be  entered  at  length  on  the  Jonmala  of  the 
Senate.  • 

A3XDBXW  JACESOir. 

April  16th,  18S4. 

The  Kessage  having  been  read — 

Hr.  Poiin>EZTBS  sud:  I  do  not  rise,  Mr. 
President,  to  disenss  at  this  time  tiie  Tarioos 
topics  which  are  touched  in  the  vety  extraor- 
dinary p^er  which  has  been  Just  read  to  the 
Senate;  nor,  indeed,  will  I  give  nttenmce  to 
those  feelings  of  indignation  which  such  a  .pa- 
per, coming  from  sach  a  sonroe,  is  bo  well  cal- 
colated  to  excite  in  the  bosom  of  every  honor- 
able member  of  this  body,  and  of  every  patriotio 
citizen  in  the  oountry.  Leaving  these  matters 
for  fatore  discussion  on  a  more  suitable  occa- 
sion, my  purpose  is  at  present  to  enter  my  sol- 
emn protest  against  the  reception  of  this  -paper, 
and  to  mlonit  a  motion  that  it  be  not  reoeived. 
Sir,  I  shoold  be  disposed  to  go  as  &r  aa  atxj 
iHHiorahle  Senator  on  thii  floor  in  paying  doe 
respect  to  eveiT'  exeentive  connmmioaUon  to 
the  Senate,  coming  within  the  constitntional 
range  of  executive  power.  But  when  the  Chief 
Magistrate  shall  think  fit  to  depart  iVom  liis 
oonstitotionftl  sphere,  and,  under  color  of  bis 
official  duties,  attempt  to  make  this  body  the  con- 
duit of  his  popular  appeals  to  the  people,  fnlmi- 
nating,  I  will  not  say  calumnies,  but  the  most  un- 
founded charges  against  the  body  through  which 
he  proposes  to  promulgate  his  appeal,  I,  for  one, 
feel  bound  to  resist  bim  in  such  a  course.  Re- 
ferring to  the  resolution  introduced  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentndcy,  (Kr.  Out,) 
the  Precddent  s^s  that  it  is  *'  both  novel  and 
nnpreoedented."  If  it  be  bc^  I  should  he  ^ad 
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to  know  what  appellatioii  onght  to  be  given  to 
this  extraordioaiy  paper  1  Has  it  any  parallel 
in  the  past  political  history  of  the  eonntryl 
Sir,  I  ventore  the  declaration,  that  there  is  not 
on  record  any  act  of  the  predecessors  of  the 
present  Chief  Ma^strate  bearing  the  alighteat 
resemblance  to  this  ontraj^^  on  the  dignity  of 
the  Sonata,  and  the  oonstitntional  fonctions  of 
tiifl  E»cauTe  Department  of  the  Goveniment. 
It  may  well  be  characterized  as  "  both  novel 
and  nnprecedentad."  Ko  snch  paper  was  ever 
presented  to  dtber  Hoose  of  Oongress,  none 
tttdh  is  to  be  fbnnd  on  the  joomals  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, as  the  one  sent  to  ns  this  morning, 
nnder  the  guise  of  official  aathority,  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government  down  to  the 
present  moment.  Sir,  I  will  not  dwnify  this , 
paper  by  considering  it  in  the  light  of  an  eieo- 
ntive  message ;  it  is  no  saoh  thing.  I  regard  it 
simply  as  a  paper  with  the  Bignatnre  of  Andrew 
JaoEson,  and,  should  the  Senate  refuse  to  re- 
oeive  it,  it  will  not  be  the  first  paper  with  the 
same  rignatore  which  has  been  ruosed  a  hear- 
ing  in  this  body,  on  the  ground  of  tiie  abnrive 
and  vitaperative  language  which  it  eonUdned. 
It  will  be  recollected,  that  a  protest  similar  in 
its  character,  couched  in  terms  grossly  disre- 
spectfnl  to  the  Senate,  was  presented,  some- 
where about  the  year  1619,  from  the  same  in- 
dividual, and  such  was  its  exceptionable  char- 
acter, that  his  own  Mends  became  ashamed  of 
it.  It  was  objected  to,  rejected,  and  sent  back 
for  modification,  so  as  to  render  it  respectful  to 
the  body  to  which  it  was  presented.  The  of- 
fenrive  passages  were  stricken  onL  and,  thus 
mo^ed,  it  was  presented  and  lecaved  at  the 
next  sesmon  of  Ocmgress.  Thia  effort  to  de- 
nonnee  and  overawe  the  ddiberations  of  the 
Bmate  may  properly  be  regarded  as  capping 
the  cUmax  of  that  systematic  plan  of  operations 
which  for  several  years  past  has  been  in  pro- 
gress, designed  to  bring  this  body  into  disrepute 
among  the  people,  and  thereby  remove  the  only 
existing  barrier  to  the  arbitrary  encroaclimente 
and  Qsnrpations  of  executive  power.  Destroy 
public  confidence  in  the  Senate,  which  now 
stands,  thank  God,  unmoved,  between  the  Chief 
Ui^^strate  and  tlie  people,  and  tyranny,  in  its 
worst  forms,  would  very  soon  overshadow  the 
land,  and  mle  with  an  inm  hand  the  destinies 
o$  the  American  people.  The  Senate,  by  its 
peculiar  organization,  is  well  cdcidated  to  pre- 
serve and  perpetuate  the  great  ftmdamental 

{irinciples  of  pahlic  liberty  to  the  latest  poster- 
ty.  Removed  from  popular  impulses  which 
sometimes  arise  in  the  convnlsions  incident  to 
freedom  of  opinion,  and  of  discnssioos  of  great 
political  questions,  it  may  look  with  calmness 
on  the  misguided  moltitude,  misled  by  some 
popular  demagogue,  and  thereby  save  the  State 
from  the  deleterious  consequences  of  errors 
which  are  the  inevitable  result  of  passion  or 
precipitation.  It  is  an  integ^  part  of  the  ex- 
ecutive power,  and,  while  it  remains  firm  in  its 
devotion  to  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  un- 
ooRnpted  by  the  temptations  of  t^Boe  and  emol- 
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nment,  no  Chief  Ifsgistrate,  whatever  may  be 
his  reckless  ambition,  can  successfully  move 
beyond  the  bounds  of  bis  legitimate  powers,  and 
ride  over  the  lit)erties  of  the  people.  Hence  the 
untiring  and  anxious  solicitude  so  often  mani- 
fested to  bring  this  body,  thos  constitnted,  into 
disgrace  among  the  people.  If  there  existed  at 
this  moment  no  such  conservative  body  as  the 
Senate,  power  would  march  onward  to  the  ^i- 
max  of  despotism.  The  repnblia  might  indeed 
exkt,  nominally,  but  in  practie^e  should  be 
boond  to  the  car  of  some  imperial  dictator. 

There  does  not  appear  to  bo  a  disposition  in 
the  House  at  the  ouier  end  of  this  building,  to 
arrest  the  inroads  of  arbitrary  power;  were 
the  edicts  of  the  Executive  are  re^atered,  and 
his  acts  are  defended  by  the  force  of  party  dis- 
cipline, regardless  of  their  ii^urious  effects  on 
the  gi^t  interests  of  the  connttr — and  I  repeat 
the  question,  "What  would  be  the' condition  of 
the  country  but  for  the  salutary  intervention 
of  that  Senate  which  has  become  the  oljject  of 
£»ontive  vengeance,  and  wUcih  he  now  seeks 
to  destiny  by  doanmnations  and  nipeals  to  the 
sympathies  of  the  people,  founded  on  his  past 
services  and  personal  popularity  f  Sir,  is  there 
a  ^nrie  power  granted  in  the  constitution  which 
the  Prendoit  has  not  assumed  and  exercised  f 
I  know  of  none,  except  that  he  has  not,  as  yet, 
followed  the  example  of  one  of  the  kings  of 
England,  and  taken  his  seat  among  the  judges, 
to  control  their  judicial  decisions.  This  seems 
to  be  the  only  power  which  the  President  has 
not  grasped,  to  complete  the  overthrow  of  all 
the  other  departments  of  the  Government.  By 
the  fr«Quent  and  unlimited  ezercise  of  the  veto 
power,  ne  has  concentrated  in  himsdf  the  entire 
legislative  authority  of  the  country.  We  nu»: 
it  is  true,  ovoTule  hla  veto,  by  a  m^ority  it 
two-thirds  in  both  Houses  of  Congress;  but 
who  is  there  among  ns,  with  the  Blue  Book  in 
his  hand,  exhibiting  the  immense  patronage  'of 
the  Chief  Magistrate,  combined  with  the  weight 
of  his  personal  influence,  that  does  not  see  and 
feel  the  impossibility  of  ohtuning  a  union  of 
opinion  of  two-thirds  of  Congress  against  any 
measure  which  has  the  sanction  of  the  Presi- 
dent? Such  a  triumph  never  has  and  never 
will  occur  in  the  legislative  history  of  the  «nin- 
try.  He  has  declared  his  intention  of  implying 
this  tremendous  veto  power  to  every  bill  vhi<£ 
does  not  meet  bis  approbation ;  or  in  other 
words,  he  will  mply  it  to  any  bill  agunst  whidi 
he  would  record  his  vote  as  a  member  of  tither 
House  of  Congress.  What,  then,  becomes  of 
the  legislative  power  of  Congress  f  We  are 
reduced  to  the  condition  of  mere  drudges,  and 
the  only  duty  which  we  can  perform,  is  to  pre- 
pare bills,  discuss  and  amend  them,  and  adapt 
them,  as  far  as  we  can,  to  the  public  good,  and, 
after  passing  them,  they  must  be  sent  to  the 
impenal  head,  and  he  will  tell  us  whether  they 
shall  be  enacted  into  laws  or  not  He  might 
as  well  dispense  with  the  le^slatnre  altogether^ 
and  call  in  the  aid  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  Attorney-Genial  to  prepare  such 
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bills  as  maj  salt  his  views,  in  teohnieal  language, 
and  then  issue  hia  prodamatim  deoIariiiK  t£at 
aooh  and  snoh  lawsnad  been  inoorpOTtttedln  the 
statute  book.  Under  the  free  use  of  the  veto 
power,  now  for  the  first  time  introdnced  into 
praotaoe  hj  the  Frertdent,  the  legidative  power 
oi  tiie  Union  has  dwindled  into  a  mere  modE- 
ery ;  the  power,  it  is  troe,  is  qnalifled  in  the 
constitntion,  and  maj  be  controlled  bj  two- 
thirds  of  Con^SB,  bat,  in  practice,  it  amoonts 
to  an  absolDt#reto,  He  has  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment and  removal  from  office,  and  thereby 
becomes  the  fonntain  of  honor,  one  of  the  high 
attributes  of  the  British  monarch,  from  whose 
donuni(m  we  had  rescued  onrselves  1^  the  war 
of  the  revolution,  in  asserting  and  nuUntainlng 
the  Uberty  and  ^dependenoe  of  these  States ; 
he  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy, 
and,  bj  an  aasnmption  of  power  not  delegated 
in  the  constitntion  and  the  laws,  he  has  eSoced 
the  broad  line,  wisely  drawn  between  the  power 
which  wields  the  phynoal  force  of  the  conntry 
and  the  National  Treasury,  for  the  obvious  rear 
son  that  tliese  powers,  separated,  can  never  be 
dangerous  to  bberty,  while  a  combination  of 
them,  in  the  same  band,  is  the  very  definition 
of  military  despotism.  Thus  the  Chief  Ka^s- 
trate  arrogates  to  himself^  in  the  last  resort,  the 
legislative  authority  of  the  nation :  'he  is  placed 
by  the  constitation  at  the  head  of  the  milltaiy 
forces  and  the  militia  of  the  aewal  States, 
when  called  into  actual  service ;  he  is  the  foun- 
tain of  honor,  mid  jnay  dlstribate  offices  and 
rewards  at  his  own  good  will  and  pleasure ;  he 
has  seized  the  public  purse,  by  indirection, 
which  is  placed  by  the  constitntion  in  the  hands 
of  the  representativea  of  the  people  of  the  States, 
and,  I  ask,  what  power  remidns  nnwpnqiriatea 
to  the  executive  will^  which  is  worth  speaUng 
of,  or  worth  oont«idmg  for  ? 

Skipwiffinff  JSetoJuiiUm—yotieg  <if  mtmiefl  Mo- 
Uem  to  Hmmgefivm  ^  J<ntrtuU»  the  8m- 
tenee  ^  tSmanMottim  offaiiut  Pretident 
Jaehtm. 

l£r.  Bmmnr  said  that  the  pnUio  mind  was 
now  to  be  oooapied  with  a  question  of  the  very 
first  moment  and  importance,  and  identical  in 
all  its  features  with  the  great  question  growing 
ont  of  the  fiunons  resolutions  of  the  English 
House  Oommons  in  the  case  of  the  Uiddle- 
aex  election  in  the  year  1768,  and  which  en- 
grossed the  attention  of  the  British  empire  for 
fourteen  years  before  it  was  settlod.  That 
question  was  one  in  which  the  House  of  Oom- 
mons was  judged  and  condenmed,  for  adopting 
a  resolution  vhidh  was  held  b^  the  subjects  of 
the  British  crown  to  be  a  violation  of  their 
constitution,  and  a  subversion  of  the  rights  of 
Englishmen :  the  qnestiou  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  wfaldb  ^nll  go  before  tiie  American 
peoide,  grows  oat  of  a  resolution  in  whidi  he 
Qir.  B.)  believed  that  the  constitntion  had 
been  violated — the  privities  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentativea  invaded — and  the  rif^ts  of  an 
Amerioan  dtixen,  in  the  person  d  the  Pre^dent^ 
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subvo^.  The  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  after  fourteen  years  of  annual  mo- 
tions, was  e^unged  from  the  Journal  of  the 
House ;  and  he  pledged  himself  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  to  commence  a  similar  series  of  mo- 
tions with  respect  to  this  resolutim  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  bad  made  up  his  mind  to  do  so  with- 
out consultation  with  any  human  being,  and 
without  deigning  to  calculate  the  chances  or 
the  time  of  success.  He  rested  under  the  firm 
conviction  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate^ 
which  had  drawn  from  the  President  the  calm, 
temperate,  and  dignified  protest  whidi  had 
been  read  at  the  table,  was  a  resolution  which 
ongiit  to  be  expunged  from  the  Journal  of  the 
Senate ;  and  if  any  tiling  was  necessary  to  stim- 
ulate his  sense  of  dn^  in  making  a  motion  to 
that  effect,  and  in  enoonraging  otbers  after  he 
was  ^ne,  in  following  np  that  motion  to  suc- 
cess, it  would  be  found  in  the  history  and  ter^ 
mination  of  the  slmOar  motion  which  was 
made  in  the  English  House  of  Oommons  to 
which  he  had  referred.  That  motion  was  re- 
newed for  fourteen  years — from  1766  to  1782~- 
before  it  was  successful.  For  the  first  seven 
years,  the  lofty  and  indignant  majority  did  not 
condescend  to  reply  to  the  motion.  They  sunk 
it  under  a  dead  vote  as  oflen  as  presented.  The 
second  seven  years  they  replied ;  and  at  the  end 
of  the  term,  and  on  the  assemUiiig  oi  a  new 
Parliament,  the  veteran  motion  was  carried  by 
more  than  two  to  one ;  and  the  notifying  apeo- 
tsole  was  beheld  of  a  public  expnivatioii,  in  tho 
face  of  the  assembled  Oommons  of  England,  of 
the  obnoxious  resolution  from  the  Jounuu  of 
the  House.  The  elections  in  England  were 
septennial,  and  it  took  two  terms  of  seven 
years,  or  two  general  elections,  to  bring  the 
sense  of  the  kingdom  to  bear  upon  their  repre- 
sentatives. The  elections  of  the  Senate  were 
sexenniaij  with  intercalary  exits  and  enbwces, 
and  it  might  take  a  less,  or  a  longer  period,  he 
would  not  presume  to  say  which,  to  bring  the 
sense  of  the  American  people  to  bear  upon  an 
act  of  the  American  Senate.  Of  that,  he  wonld 
ma^  no  calculation ;  but  the  final  saooeaa  ttf 
the  motion  in  the  Ei^Elish  Honse  of  Ommntms, 
after  fourteen  years'  perseverance,  was  a  suffi- 
cient enoouragemcQt  for  lum  to  begin,  and 
doubtiess  woidd  encourage  others  to  continue, 
until  the  good  work  should  be  crowned  with 
Buccesa,  and  the  only  atonement  made,  which  it 
was  in  the  Senate's  power  to  mske,  to  the  vio- 
lated m^esty  of  the  constitution,  the  invaded 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Sepresentativea,  and 
the  subverted  rights  of  an  American  citizen. 

In  bringing  this  great  question  before  the 
American  people,  Mr.  B.  should  consider  him- 
self as  ad^^ing  the  calm  intdligence  of  an 
enli^tened  oommunity.  He  believed  the  body 
of  the  American  people  to  be  the  most  enlight- 
ened communitj  upon  earth ;  and,  without  the 
least  disparagement  to  the  present  Senate,  he 
must  be  permitted  to  believe  that  many  such 
Senates  might  be  drawn  from  the  ranks  of  the 
pooplOf  and  still  leave  no  dearth  of  inteDigenoe 
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iehind.  To  each  a  commnnity — ^in  an  appeal, 
on  a  great  question  of  ooostitutional  law,  to  the 
understancmigs  of  snob  a  people — declomatioiL 
paadon,  epitbetB,  opraobnons  Ian gn age,  would 
stand  for  nothing.  Ther  woold  float,  hannless 
and  imheected,  throng  the  empty  air,  and 
strike  in  vain  npon  the  ear  of  a  sober  and  dis- 
pasrionate  tribnual.  Indignation,  real  or  affect- 
ed; wrathf  however  hot;  fury,  however  en- 
raged ;  asseverationB,  however  violent ;  denan- 
dm(nis,  however  fttrioos,  will  avul  nothing, 
•facts — ^inexorable  facts — are  all  that  will  be 
attended  to;  reason,  calm,  and  self-possessed, 
is  all  that  will  be  listened  to.  An  intelligent 
tribonal  will  exact  the  respect  of  an  address  to 
their  nnderstandin^ ;  and  be  that  wishes  to  be 
beud  in  this  great  question,  or  being  heard, 
would  wish  to  be  heeded,  will  have  occasion  to 
be  dear  and  eorreet  in  hu  &ct8 ;  olose  and  per- 
spioaons  in  his  apidioation  of  law;  fair  and 
candid  in  his  ooncln^ons  and  inferences,  tem- 
perate and  deoorons  in  his  language ;  and  scm- 
polonslj'  free  from  ever^  tidnt  of  venxeance  and 
malice.  Solemnly  impressed  with  the  tmtb  of 
aD  these  convictions,  it  was  the  intention  of 
himself,  (Mr.  B.,)  whatever  the  example  or  the 
provocation  might  be — ^never  to  forget  bis  place, 
bis  sabject,  his  andience,  and  his  o^ect — ^never 
to  forget  that  he  was  speakins  in  the  American 
Senate,  on  a  question  of  vidated  constitntion 
and  outraged  mdividnal  right,  to  an  andience 
comprehending  the  whole  body  of  the  American 
pec^le,  and  for  the  purpose  of  obtuning  a  right- 
eouB  decision  from  ttie  calm  and  sober  judgmoit 
of  a  high-minded,  intdligrat,  and  pamotio 
oommnnity. 

Hie  question  immediatelj  befbre  the  Beaate 
was  <me  of  minor  consequence;  it  mi^^t  be 
called  a  question  of  small  unport,  ertept  for  the 
effect  which  the  decision  might  have  upon  the 
Senate  itselfl  In  that  point  of  view,  it  might 
be  a  question  of  some  moment;  for,  without 
reference  to  individuals,  it  was  essential  to  the 
cause  of  free  governments,  that  every  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  the  Senate  inclusive, 
should  BO  act  as  to  preserve  to  Itself  the  respect 
and  the  confidence  of  the  country.  The  imme- 
diate question  was,  upon  the  r^ection  of  the 
Fnrident's  Hesaage.  It  was  moved  to  r^eot  it 
—to  r^ect  it,  not  after  it  was  ocmddered.  but 
before  it  was  conridered  I  and  thna  to  tell  the 
American  people  that  tili^  President  shall  not 
be  heard— should  not  be  allowed  to  plead  his 
defsnce— in  the  presence  of  the  body  that  con- 
demned him — neither  before  the  condemnation, 
nor  after  it  I  This  is  tiie  motion,  and  certainly 
no  enemy  to  the  Senate  could  wish  it  to  mis- 
carry. The  President,  in  the  conclusion  of  his 
Message,  has  respectftilly  requested  that  bis 
defence  might  be  entered  upon  the  Journal  of 
the  Senate — ^upon  that  same  joomal  wbidi  con- 
tains the  record  of  his  convictions.  This  ia  the 
request  of  the  Preudent.  If  ill  the  Senate  deny 
iti  Will  they  refbse  this  act  of  sheer  jnstioe 
and  conmuHi  deoeni^  t  Will  th^  go  flirther, 
•nd  not  only  refuse  to  plaoe  it  on  w  JooniaL 
TobZii.— ai 
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but  refuse  even  to  suffer  it  to  remain  in  the 
Senate  ?  Will  they  refase  to  permit  it  to  re- 
main on  file,  but  send  it  bach,  or  throw  it  out 
of  doora,  without  condescending  to  reply  to  it  t 
for  that  is  the  exact  import  of  the  motimi  now 
made  I  Will  Senators  ezhanst  thdr  minds,  and 
tbdr  bodies  also,  in  loading  this  very  commu- 
nication with  epitiiets,  and  then  say  that  it  shall 
not  be  received  f  Will  they  receive  memorials, 
resolutions,  essays,  from  all  that  choose  to  abuse 
the  Pre^dent,  and  not  receive  a  word  of  de- 
fence from  him  ?  Will  they  continue  the  spec- 
tacle which  bad  been  presented  here  for  tbree 
months — a  duly  presentation  of  attacks  upon 
the  President  from  all  that  choose  to  attack 
him,  young  and  old,  boys  and  men — attacks 
echoing  the  veiy  sound  of  this  resolution,  and 
which  are  not  only  received  and  filed  here,  but 
mrinted  also,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  and 
fntrodnoed,  eaoh  one^  with  a  landed  oonunen- 
taiy  of  set  phrasef  Are  tiie  Senate  to  reorive 
all  these,  and  yvt  r^bse  to  reo^ve  fiwn  the 
object  of  all  this  attack  cme  word  of  answer  t 
In  this  point  of  view — as  a  question  concerning 
the  Senate  itself,  it  may  become  material  to  the 
Senate,  in  a  country  and  in  an  a^  when  no 
tribonal  is  too  high  for  pnblic  opinion  to  readh 
it,  it  may  become  material  to  tbe  Senate,  in 
such  a  country,  and  such  an  age,  to  r^ect  and 
throw  out  of  doors  the  calm  and  temperate  de- 
fence of  the  President,  in  the  midst  of  the 
reception  of  a  thonsaad  memorials  and  resolu- 
tioiu  condemning  him  for  the  very  act  which 
he  is  not  allowed  to  defend,  b  he  to  be  the 
only  dtiaen  who  is  not  to  be  heard  by  the  Sen* 
atel  Him  whom  it  seems  to  be  lawful  for 
every  one  whose  education  and  manners  quali- 
fies bim  for  the  tqtplioation  of  biUingsgate  rhet- 
oric, to  lavish  it  upon  bim.  Beject^  or  not, 
that  communication  cannot  be  secreted  from 
the  eyes  of  the  American  people.  It  has  been 
read,  and  will  be '  printed.  An  independent 
press  will  carry  it  to  the  extremities  of  the 
country,  and  hand  It  down  to  succeeding  gen- 
erations. It  will  be  compared  with  speeches  de- 
livered for  three  months  in  this  C^ltol,  agunst 
this  President,  and  an  enlightened  and  upright 
community  will  decide  between  the  language 
of  the  defence,  and  the  language  of  the  aoonsi^ 
tion ;  between  the  temper  of  the  aocusera^  and 
the  temper  of  the  accused;  between  the  vudent 
President  who  has  violated  the  constitntion  and 
the  laws,  and  the  meek  and  gentle  Senators 
who  have  sat  in  judgment  upon  him  tot  it. 
The  people  will  see  these  things — wiU  compare 
them  together— will  judge  for  themselves;  and 
that  judgment,  in  this  free  and  luqipy  land,  will 
be  the  final  and  supreme  award,  fhnn  which 
there  is  no  appeal. 

The  great  question,  Mr.B.  said,  which  was  to 
go  before  the  Amerit^n  people,  and  to  claim  from 
them  that  intense  and  profound  oonuderation 
which  the  English  people  gave  to  the  conduct 
oS  the  House  of  Commons  in  regard  to  the  IGd- 
dlesex  election,  is  the  oonstitationali^  of  the 
Senators  oondnot  in  adopting  a  reaidntion  which 
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ooiudeiimed  the  Frendent  for  a  violation  of  the 
laws  and  of  the  constitntion  of  his  oonntry.  It 
was  the  condnct  of  the  Senate  which  would 
now  he  on  trial,  and  that  condnct  deserred  to 
be  tried,  and  as  far  as  it  depended  npon  him, 
shoold  be  tried,  npon  the  fiicts  of  the  case  alone 
— npon  the  facts  which  our  Journal  contains 
— upon  the  resolutions  as  offered,  and  adopted, 
here— upon  the  authentic  ^eeches  which  the 
BQpporters  of  these  resolutions  have  published 
to  the  world,  and  which  diow  the  sense 
in  which  they  understood  the  prooee^ng 
which  they  carried  on.  The  proceeding  he, 
ICr.  held  to  be  an  impeachment,  without  the 
forms  of  an  impeachment — a  conviction,  with- 
out the  form  of  a  trial — a  sentence  of  condem- 
nation for  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor 
agunst  the  GMef  Ha^strate  <^  republic, 
without  evidence,  without  hearing,  without 
defence,  without  the  observance  of  a  single 
form  prescribed  for  the  trial  of  impeachments ; 
and  this  by  the  very  tribunal  which  is  bound 
to  try  the  formal  Impeachment  for  the  same 
matter,  if  duly  demanded  by  the  general  int^uest 
of  the  nation  in  their  Hall  of  Bepresentatives. 
This  was  the  question  which  the  country  would 
have  to  try,  and  in  the  trial  of  which,  furious 
passion,  reckless  denundation,  or  even  anda- 
dooB  assertion,  will  stand  for  nothmg.  The 
record!  the  record]  will  he  the  evidence  which 
Hie  country  will  demand.  The  facts  1  the 
fectsi  will  be  the  data  which  they  require. 
The  speeches  I  the  speeches  I  delivered  on  this 
floor,  will  be  the  teat  of  the  spirit  and  intention 
with  which  these  proceedings  were  pursued  and 
consummated,  and  without  animadverting  npon 
the  manner  in  which  the  President's  Message 
and  protest  had  been  received  here,  and  which 
has  presented  such  an  extraordinary  scene  in 
tiie  American  Senate,  he  should  proceed  to  lay 
before  the  people  the  anthentio  evidence,  in  the 
calmest  manner,  which  it  will  be  their  bnsiness 
to  w«gh  in  tiie  formation  of  thor  opinions  on 
tids  momentous  salgeot.  The  first  evidence 
which  he  shoidd  submit,  was  the  series  of 
resolutions  which  were  presented  to  the  Senate, 
before  one  coold  be  framed  which  could  unite 
the  votes  of  the  20  Senators  who  finally  voted 
together  in  the  adoption  of  one  of  them.  He 
s^d  he  should  present  the  series  of  these  reso- 
lutions, for  in  the  metamorphosis  which  they 
underwent,  tiiere  was  mach  for  anxions  refieo- 
tion;  the  first  one  cont^ning  specifications, 
which  were  omitted  in  the  second  and  third ; 
while  the  second  and  third  notoriously  rested 
npon  the  spe^oations  omitted,  and  which  could 
not  be  retained  on  the  fiiuw  of  the  record  I 

Ur.  B.  then  read  the  resolution  at  first  offered 
by  llr.  Out  at  the  commencement  of  tiie 
debate.   It  was  in  the  following  words : 

'^Jitaolved,  That  by  dismiatdng  the  late  Secretary 
of  tb)  Treasury,  becuise  he  would  not,  contrary  to 
his  KDie  of  his  own  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the 
United  States  in  depokt  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  branches,  in  coBformtty  with 
the  Preaident'i  ojanion,  and  by  sppdnting  bis  sue- 
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cessor  to  effect  such  remoTnl,  which  has  been  done, 
the  President  has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power 
over  the  Treoaary  of  the  United  States  not  granted 
to  him  by  the  constitation  and  laws,  and  dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people.'* 

He  then  read  the  resolution  as  amended,  or 
altered,  by  the  same  gentleman,  and  ofifered 
again  to  tjie  Sraate  towards  the  close  of  the 
debate.   It  was  as  follows: 

"Betolwd,  That  In  taking  npon  himself  the  re- 
^naibility  of  removing  the  deposits  of  tiie  pub- 
lic money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the* 
Presideiit  of  the  United  States  has  assumed  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of -tiie  Umted 
States  not  granted  to  him  by  the  oonstitalion  and 
laws,  and  daogerons  to  the  liberties  of  the  people." 

He  then  read  the  third  editiitm,  revised, 
amended,  and  altered,  of  the  same  TMoiatiraij 
as  finally  submitted  to  the  Boiate  W  the  original 
mover,  and  adopted  by  the  vote  en  Oie  Senate : 

"Retolved,  That  the  Freddent,  in  the  late  Exec- 
utive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenue, 
has  aaanmed  upon  hhnself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  constitution  and  lam,  but  la  dero- 
gation of  both."  ' 

Ke.  B.  tJien  remarked  upon  the  alteratiw 
which  these  restdutims  had  nndergone^  and 
begged  it  to  be  wcdl  remembered  that  none  of 
these  alteratimts  were  amendments  made  by  the 
Senate,  but  were  the  voluntary  and  sncoessive 
changes  introduced  by  the  mover  himBd£  He 
remarked,  first,  upon  tlie  natore  of  tttese 
changes ;  secondly,  upon  the  design  which  in- 
duced them ;  and  thirdly,  upon  tiie  eflTect  of 
making  them.  The  first  change  consisted  in 
dropping  the  spedfication  on  which  the 
general  char^  of  violating  the  laws  and 
the  constitution  rested,  and  retfuning  the 
formal  impeachment  conclusion,  of  dfmgerous 
to  the  liberties  of  &a  people.  The  second 
change  consisted  in  the  omisiaon  of  the  qieaifi- 
cadon,  and  in  the  snppresuon  of  that  Tegular 
impeaching  claose  dangerous  to  tiie  liberties  of 
the  people  I  Now,  said  Mr.  B.,  when  were 
these  alterations  made !  Oertaiidy  it  was  aftw 
the  objection  had  been  Ailly  taken  in  the  Senate 
that  this  resolution  contained  impeachable 
matter  1  It  was  after  the  original  resolntion 
had  been  denounced  as  a  virtn^  impeachment 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  after 
the'suppressed  passages  had  been  pointed  out 
as  proving  and  identifying  the  impeachment 
character  of  the  resolution.  It  was  after  all  Uiis 
that  the  alterations  were  made.  Having  shown 
the  time  when  the  alterations  were  made,  Mr.  B. 
next  showed  tiie  dengn  with  which  they  must 
have  been  made;  and  that  evidentiy  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  criminal  aspect  ot  the  proceedings, 
and  to  avoid  a  trial  before  the  people  on  those 
specifications,  on  which,  possibly,  the  86  could 
not  unite  here^  nor  go  to  trial  upon  anywhere  I 
He  remarked,  in  the  third  place,  upon  the  effect 
produced  in  the  character  of  the  resolution, 
and  affirmed  that  it  was  nothing.  He  sud  that 
the  same  charge  ran  through  ul  three.  They 
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all  tliree  imputed  to  the  President  a  Relation 
(Mf  the  constitation  and  laws  of  the  ooiintry — 
of  that  coDStitatioii  which  he  waa  sworn  to 
support,  and  of  those  l&wa  which  he  was  not 
only  bound  to  observe  himsell^  but  to  cause 
to  be  faithAilly  obserTed  hj  all  others.  A 
violation  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  laws, 
Mr.  B.  sud,  were  not  abstraotionB  and  meta- 
phyfdcal  subtleties.  They  must  relate  to  persons 
or  things.  The  Tiolations  cannot  rest  in  the 
air ;  they  muat  affix  thenuelTes  to  men  or  to 
mtgwtj ;  they  must  ocmneot  themselTes  with 
the  transactions  of  real  Ufb.  They  oannot  he 
ideal  and  contemplative.  In  omitting  the  spe- 
cifioationB  relative  to  the  dismission  of  one  Etec- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  appointment  of 
another,  what  other  spedfioaticms  were  adopted 
or  substituted  V  Certainly  none  I  What  otiiers 
were  mentally  intended  t  Surely  none  I  What 
others  were  suggested  ?  Certunly  none  I  The 
general  charge  then  rests  u^n  the  same  speci- 
fication ;  and  so  completely  is  this  the  fact,  that 
no  supporter  of  the  resolutions  has  thou^t  it 
necessary  to  make  the  least  alteration  in  his 
neeches  which  supported  the  wiginal  resolu- 
tion, to  say  a  siiigle  addidonal  word  in  &Tor 
<lf  the  altered  resolution  as  finally  paued.  The 
oniis^oa  of  the  speolfioation  la  then  an  omis^n 
of  form  and  not  of  substance ;  it  is  a  change  of 
words  and  not  of  things ;  and  the  substitution 
of  a  derogation  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  for 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  is  a 
atill  more  flagrant  instance  of  change  of  words 
witiiout  chuige  of  things.  It  is  tautologous  and 
nonsensical.  It  adds  nothing  to  the  general 
charge,  and  takes  nothing  from  it.  It  neither 
explains  it  nor  qualifies  it  In  t^e  technical 
sense  it  is  absurd ;  for  it  is  not  the  case  of  a 
statute  in  derogation  oi  tiie  ccnnmon  law,  to 
wit,  repealing  a  part  of  It;  in  the  oommon  par- 
lance anderstanaing  it  is  ridionlonfl,  for  the 
Prudent  is  not  even  charged  with  de&ming 
the  oonatitation  and  the  laws ;  and,  if  he  was 
so  ohaived,  it  would  present  a  cnrious  trial  of 
$eandaMtm  magnatam  for  the  American  Senate 
to  engage  in.  No  I  s^d  Mr.  B.,  this  deroga- 
tion mose  is  an  expletion  1  It  is  put  in  to  fill 
upl  TbercgnlarimpeachingclauBeof dangerous 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  had  to  be  taken 
oat.  There  was  danger  not  to  the  people  cer- 
tainly, bnt  to  the  character  <^  the  resolution, 
if  it  stayed  in.  It  identified  that  resolution  as 
an  impeachment,  and,  therefore^  constituted  a 
piece  of  internal  evidence  which  it  was  neoes- 
caiy  to  withdraw ;  bnt  in  withdrawing  which, 
the  oharaoter  oi  the  resolation  Taa  not  altered. 
The  ohaige  fbr  violating  the  laws  and  tbe  con- 
stitaliiHi  still  stood ;  and  the  snbstitnted  clanse 
was  nothing  hut  a  stopper  to  a  vacuum — addi- 
tional sound  without  additional  sense,  to  fill  np 
a  blank  and  roond  off  a  sentence. 

After  showing  tbe  impeadiing  character  of 
t^e  Senate's  resolution,  from  its  own  internal 
evidence,  Ur.  B.  bad  recourse  to  another  de- 
scription of  evidence,  scarcely  inferior  to  the 
resolntionB  thenudvea,  in  the  authentic  inter- 
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pretationa  of  their  meaning.  He  alluded  to 
the  speeches  made  in  anpjport  of  them,  and 
which  bad  resounded  in  this  chamber  for  three 
months,  and  were  now  circulating  all  over  the 
country  in  every  variety  of  newspaper  and 
pamphlet  form.  These  speeches  were  made 
by  the  friends  of  the  resolution  to  procure  its 
adoption  here,  and  to  justify  its  adoption  before 
tbe  country.  Let  the  country  then  read,  let 
tbe  people  read,  what  has  been  sent  to  them 
for  the  nnrpoae  of  justifying  these  resolntiona 
which  the^  are  now  ta  try  I  Th^  will  finl 
them  to  be  m  the  character  of  proaecntion  plead- 
ings against  an  accused  man^  on  his  trial  for 
the  commission  of  great  crimes  I  Let  Hum 
look  over  these  speeches,  and  mark  the  pas- 
sages ;  they  will  find  language  ransacked,  nia- 
toiy  rummaged,  to  find  words  suffioientiy  strong 
and  examples  eufficientiy  odious,  to  paint  and 
exemplify  the  enormity  of  the  crime  of  which 
the  President  was  all^^  to  be  guilty.  After 
reading  these  passages,  let  any  one  doubt,  if  he 
can,  as  to  the  character  of  the  resolution  which 
was  adopted.  Let  him  doubt,  if  he  can,  of  the 
impeachable  nature  of  the  offenoe  which  waa 
charged  upon  the  "ProAdait.  Let  him  doubt,  if 
he  can,  that  w&rj  Senator  who  voted  for  that 
resolution,  voted  the  Prerident  to  be  guilty  of 
an  impeachable  offence — an  offence,  for  the 
trial  of  whidi  this  Senate  is  t^e  appointed  tri- 
bunal— an  offence  which  it  will  be  the  imme- 
diate duty  of  the  House  of  Bepreeentativea  to 
bring  before  the  Senate,  in  a  formal  impeach- 
ment unless  they  disbelieve  in  tbe  truth  and 
justice  of  the  resolution  which  has  been  adopted. 

Ur.  B.  said  there  were  three  obaraoters  in 
which  the  Senate  could  act,  and  every  time  it 
acted  it  necessarily  did  so  in  one  or  Uie  other 
of  these  oharaotera.  It  possessed  ezecntive,  1^- 
idative,  and  Jodi(dal  dMiaoters.  Ab  a  part  m 
the  executive,  it  aoted  tm  treaties  and  nomlnar 
tions  to  office ;  as  a  part  of  the  le^slative,  it 
asusted  in  making  laws;  as  a  judicial  tribu- 
nal, it  decided  impeachments.  Now,  in  whioh 
of  these  characters  did  the  Senate  act  when  it 
adopted  tlie  resolution  in  question  1  Kot  in  its 
executive  character,  it  will  be  admitted ;  not  in 
its  legislative  character,  it  will  be  proved ;  for 
the  resolution  was,  in  ita  nature,  wholly  foreign 
to  legislation.  It  was  directed,  not  to  tiie  form- 
ation of  a  law,  bnt  to  the  condemnation  of  the 
President  It  was  to  condemn  him  for  dia- 
misung  one  Secretary,  because  he  would  not 
do  a  thing,  and  appointing  another  that  he 
might  do  it ;  and  certainly  this  was  not  matter 
for  l^islation;  for  Mr.  Dnane  oonld  not  be 
restored  by  law,  nor  Mr.  Taney  pnt  out  by  law. 
It  was  to  convict  the  President  of  viol^ing  tiie 
c(HiBtitution  and  the  laws;  and  surely  uiese 
infhuitions  are  not  to  be  amended  by  laws,  but 
avenged  by  trial  and  punishment  The  very 
nature  of  tiie  resolution  proves  it  to  be  for^gn 
to  all  l^slation;  its  form  proves  the  same 
thing ;  for  it  is  not  joint,  to  require  the  action 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  thus  ripen 
into  law;  noria  it  followed  Iqran  instmoWHi 
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to  a  committee  to  report  a  bill  in  conformity  to 
it.  No  snoh  inatmctioQ  conld  even  now  be 
added  without  oommitting  an  abaardity  of  the 
most  ridioulooB  character.  There  was  another 
resolution,  with  which  this  mast  not  be  con- 
founded, and  upon  which  an  liutruotion  to  a 
committee  might  have  been  bottomed ;  it  was 
the  resolutirai  which  declared  the  Semtary's 
rea0(»u  for  TemM>Ting  the  d^Mdts  to  be  inauffi- 
oieut  and  unaatiafaotwr,  bat  no  aooh  inrtmo- 
tionhaa  been  bottomed  eren  upon  that  reecdn- 
lion ;  BO  that  it  is  evident  that  no  legislation  of 
vaj  kind  was  intended  to  fi^ow  ^ther  reeolu- 
tion,  wtsa  (hat  to  which  legislation  might  have 
been  nipropriate,  much  less  that  to  which  it 
would  baTe  been  an  absurdi^.  Four  months 
have  elapsed  since  the  resolutions  were  brou^t 
in.  In  all  that  time  there  has  been  no  attempt 
to  found  a  legislative  act  upon  either  of  them ; 
and  it  is  too  Ute  now  to  assume  tiiat  the  one 
whi(^  in  its  nature  and  in  its  form  is  whoUj 
foreign  to  l^^aLatiou,  is  a  l^islative  act,  and 
adopted  by  the  Senate  in  ita  legidatiTe  char- 
aoter.  No  I  This  resolution  is  Judicial ;  it  ia 
a  Judgment  pnmonnced  upon  an  imputed 
tmsoM ;  it  is  uie  dedared  sense  of  a  m^ority 
^the  Senate,  of  the  guilt  of  the  President  of  a 
hi(^  crime  and  misdemeanor.  It  is,  in  sub- 
fltanoe,  an  impeachment — an  Impeachment  in 
Tiolation  of  all  the  forma  prescribed  by  the  oon- 
Btitntion — ^in  violation  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Bepresentativea — ^in  subveruon  of 
the  rights  of  the  accused,  and  the  record  of 
which  ought  to  be  expunged  fnm  the  Journal 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  selection  of  a  tribunal  for 
tiie  tirial  of  impeachments  was  felt^  by  the 
oouTention  whion  fkvmed  the  oonstltatim,  as 
one  (^the  moat  delicate  and  difficult  taaka  which 
fhor  had  to  perftmn.  Those  great  men  were 
weU  read  in  history,  both  ancient  and  modem, 
and  knew  that  the  impeaching  power — the 
usual  mode  for  trying  political  men  for  political 
offences — was  often  an  engine  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  factious  and  ambitious  feelings.  An 
impeachment  was  well  known  to  be  the  beaten 
road  for  running  down  a  hated  or  successful 
ptditical  rival.  After  great  deliberation — after 
weighing  all  the  tribunals,  even  ttiat  of  the 
Supreme  Oourt— -the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
was  fixed  upon  as  the  body  which,  from  its 
constitution,  would  be  the  most  impartial,  neu- 
tral md  eqnitaUa  that  could  be  selected,  and 
with  the  check  of  a  previous  inqtddtion,  and 
presentment  of  charges  by  the  House  of 
B^resentatives,  would  be  the  safest  tribunal  to 
which  conld  be  confided  a  power  so  great  in 
itself^  and  so  susceptible  of  being  abnsM.  The 
Senate  was  selected ;  and  to  show  that  he  had 
not  overstated  the  difiiculties  of  the  convention 
in  making  the  selection,  he  would  take  leave  to 
read  a  passage  from  a  work  which  was  canon- 
ical on  this  subject,  and  from  an  article  in  that 
work  which  was  written  by  the  gentiemau 
whose  authority,  would  have  most  weight  on 
this  oocadon.  He  spoln  c£  the  Federalist,  and 


of  the  artide  written  by  Gen.  Hamilton  on 
the  impeaching  power : 

"A  well-consUtuted  court  for  the  trial  of  Im- 
peachments is  an  object  not  more  to  be  detired 
than  difficult  to  be  obtained,  in  a  gorenunent 
wholly  elective.  The  sutgects  of  its  juris^ctioa 
are  those  offcQcee  which  proceed  from  the  miscon- 
duct of  pubUe  mcD :  w,  in  other  words,  ftom  the 
abuse  or  vioIatUm  of  some  pnbUe  trust.  They  are 
of  a  natare  which  may,  with  peculiar  propriety,  be 
denominated  political,  as  thej  relate  ctdefly  to  in* 
Jones  done  finmediately  to  society  itself.  The 
prosecution  of  them  for  this  reuoo,  will  Mldom  &il 
to  a«itste  the  passioas  of  the  whole  commtmity,  and 
to  mvide  It  into  parties  more  or  less  friendly  or 
inimicsl  to  the  accused.  In  many  caaea,  it  win  con- 
nect itself  with  the  pre-existing  &ctions,  and  will 
enlist  all  thdr  anlmostUes,  partiaUtie^  influence  and 
interest,  on  one  ride  or  on  the  other ;  and,  in  such 
cases,  there  will  always  be  the  greatest  danger  that 
the  decision  will  be  regulated  more  by  the  compara- 
tive strength  of  parties,  than  bj  the  real  demon- 
stration (tt  innocence  or  eiuU.  The  deUcacy  and 
magnitude  of  a  trust  which  so  deeply  coDoems  the 
pohUeal  reputation  and  existenee  of  every  nun  en- 
gaged in  the  administration  of  pnUic  sAuia,  speak 
for  themselves.  The  difficulty  of  placing  it  ri^tly 
in  a  gOTemmeot  restine  entirely  on  tbe  basis  ^ 
periodical  elections,  wm  as  readily  be  perceiveo, 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  most  coospicnous 
charaetets  hi  it  will,  from  that  clreumstaaee,  be  too 
often  the  leaden  or  the  tools  of  the  most  eanning 
or  the  most  numerous  faction ;  and,  on  this  account, 
can  hardly  be  expected  to  possess  the  requisite 
neutrality  towards  those  whose  conduct  may  be  the 
subiject  of  scrutiny. 

"Tbe  lUvirion  of  the  powera  <tf  hnpeaehment  be* 
tweea  the  two  branchea  of  the  leglslataie,  asslgnhig 
to  one  the  right  of  acciaing,  to  the  other,  the 
ri^  vit  trying,  avdds  Um  inconvenience  of  malting 
the  same  persons  both  accoaers  and  judges;  and 
guards  agidnst  the  danger  of  persecution  from  the 
prevalency  of  a  IhctiouB  wj&tA  in  either  of  those 
branches." 

Hr.  B.  said  there  was  much  matter  for  elud- 
dation  of  the  present  ol^eot  of  discussion  in 
the  extract  which  he  had  read.  Its  definition 
of  an  impeachable  ofience  covered  the  identical 
charge  which  was  oontuned  in  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Senate  against  the  President  The 
offence  charged  upon  him  possessed  every  feat- 
ure of  the  impeachment  defined  by  Gieneral 
Hamilton.  It  imputes  misconduct  to  a  pobUo 
man,  for  the  abuse  and  violation  of  a  pubUo 
trust  The  ^aoosdon  of  the  charge  has  agi- 
tated the  paasiona  of  the  whole  eommimlty ;  it 
has  divided  the  people  into  parties,  some  friend- 
ly, some  inimical,  to  the  aoouaed ;  it  has  con- 
nected itself  with  pre-existing  parties,  enlisting 
t^e  whole  of  tbe  opposition  parties  under  one 
banner,  and  oaUing  forth  ail  their  animosities— 
all  theirpartialities— all  their  influence — all  their 
interest ;  and,  what  was  not  foreseen  by  Gen- 
eral Hamilton,  it  has  called  forth  the  tremendous 
moneyed  power,  and  the  pervading  organization 
of  a  grwt  moneyed  power,  wielding  a  mass  of 
forty  millions  of  money,  and  uxty  millions  of 
debt ;  wielding  the  whole  in      and  support 
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of  flila  charge  tipon  the  President,  and  working 
the  double  battery  of  sednotion  on  one  han^ 
and  oppression  on  the  other,  to  put  down  the 
man  i^unst  whom  it  is  directed!  This  is 
what  General  Hamilton  did  not  foresee;  but 
the  next  feature  in  the  picture  he  did  foresee, 
and  most  acouratelj  describe,  as  it  is  now  seen 
hj  us  all.  He  eaid  that  the  decision  of  these 
impeaohmsnts  would  often  be  regulated  more  by 
the  oomparaUve  strength  of  patties  than  by  the 
guilt  or  iunocenoe  of  the  aoonsed.  How  pro- 
phetic I  Look  to  the  memorials,  TeBolutxau, 
and  petitions,  sent  in  hen  to  criminate  the 
Preddent,  so  olearly  marked  by  a  party  Hne, 
that  when  aa  exception  occurs,  it  is  made  the 
specif  subject  of  publio  remark.  Look  at  the 
vote  in  the  Senate,  upon  the  adoption  of  the  res- 
oIutioD,  also  aa  dearly  d^ed  oy  a  party  line 
as  any  party  question  can  ever  be  expected  to 
be. 

To  guard  the  most  conspicuous  characters 
from  being  persecuted — ^Mr.  B.  said  he  was  using 
the  language  of  General  Hamilton — to  guard 
the  most  conspicuous  characters  from  being  per- 
■ecoted  hj  the  leaden  w  the  tools  ai  the  most 
onnniDg  or  the  most  nnmerons  fiwitimi— the  con- 
Tenthm  had  placed  the  power  of  trying  im- 
peadhments,  not  In  tiie  Snpteme  Oonrt,  not  even 
in  a  body  in  select  judges  chosen  for  the  occa- 
sion, but  in  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  not 
even  in  them  without  an  interrming  check  to 
the  abuse  of  that  power,  by  assocoating  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  fbrbidding  the 
Senate  to  proceed  ag^nst  any  ofBoer  until  that 
grand  inquest  of  the  nation  should  demand  his 
triaL  How  far  fortunate,  or  othwwise,  the  con* 
vention  may  have  been  in  the  selection  of  its 
tribunal  for  t^e  trial  of  impeachmenta,  it  was 
not  for  him,  Mr.  B.,  to  ss^.  It  was  not  for  him 
to  say  how  ftr  the  reqniute  nentvality  towards 
tliofle  whose  oondnot  may  be  under  aemtiny, 
may  be  found,  or  has  been  fbnnd,  in  this  body. 
But  he  must  take  leave  to  aay,  that  if  a  pubUc 
man  may  be  virtually  impeached — aotoally  con- 
demned by  the  Senate  of  an  impeadiable  of- 
fence, without  the  intervention  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentativea,  then  has  the  constitotion 
failed  at  one  of  its  most  vital  points,  and  a 
ready  means  found  for  doing  a  thmg  which  had 
filled  other  countries  with  persecution,  Motion, 
and  violence,  and  which  it  was  intended  should 
never  be  done  here. 

Mr,  B.  called  upon  the  Senate  to  recollect  what 
was  the  feature  m  the  fsmoos  court  of  the  Star 
Ghamber,  wbidi  rendered  that  court  the  meet 
odious  that  ever  sat  in  England.  It  wtt  not 
the  mass  of  its  enormities— great  as  they  wrae 
— fbr  tbe  regular  tribunals  which  yet  existed, 
exceeded  tiiat  court,  both  in  the  mass  and  in  the 
atrocity  of  their  crimes  and  oppretsionB.  The 
regular  courts  in  tiie  oompass  a  sinf^e  rei^ 
— ihat  oT  James  the  Seoond ;  a  nngle  fudge,  m 
a  nngle  riding — Jeffries,  on  the  Western  Circuit 
— surpassed  all  the  enormities  of  the  Star 
Chamber,  in  the  whole  course  of  its  existence. 
What  then  rendered  that  court  so  intolerably 
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odious  to  the  English  people  t  Sir,  sud  Mr.  B^ 
it  was  because  that  court  had  no  grand  jury — 
because  it  proceeded  without  presentment,  with- 
out indictment — ^upon  information  alone— and 
thus  got  at  its  victims  without  the  intervention, 
witiiout  the  restraint,  of  an  accusing  body. 
This  is  the  feature  whim  sunk  the  Star  Obamber 
in  England.  It  is  the  feature  which  no  criminal 
tribunal  in  this  America  is  allowed  to  possees. 
The  most  inconsiderable  offender,  in  any  State 
of  the  Union,  must  be  charged  by  a  grand  juiy 
before  he  can  be  tried  by  the  court.  In  this 
Senate,  ritting  as  a  high  court  of  impeachment^ 
a  charge  must  first  be  presented  by  the  House 
of  R^reeentativea,  sitting  aa  the  grand  inquest 
of  the  nation.  But  if  the  Senate  can  proceed, 
without  the  intervention  of  this  grand  inquest, 
wherein  is  it  to  differ  from  the  Star  Chamber, 
except  in  the  mere  execution  of  Its  decrees  f 
And  what  other  execution  is  now  required  for 
delinqnent  public  men,  than  the  force  of  public 
opinion  t  No  I  sud  Mr.  B.,  we  live  in  an  age 
when  public  opiniouj  over  public  men  is  omuip- 
otent  and  irreversible  I — whem  pnbUo  senti- 
ment annihilates  a  public  man  more  effectuaUy 
tiian  the  scaffold.  Toti^newandommpoteat 
tribunal,  all  tiie  pubUc  men  of  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica are  now  happily  subject  The  fiat  of  public 
opinion  has  supeneded  the  axe  of  the  execu- 
tioner. Struck  by  that  opinion,  kings  and  empe- 
rors in  Europe,  and  the  highest  functionaries 
among  duraelves,  fall  powerless  from  the  polit- 
ical stage,  and  wando-,  while  their  bodies  liv& 
as  shadows  and  phantmns  over  the  land.  Should 
he  0ve  examples?  It  might  be  invidious;  yet 
all  would  recollect  an  eminent  example  of  a 
dtizen,  once  sitting  at  the  head  of  this  Senate^ 
afterwards  falling  under  a  judicial  proeecution, 
from  which  he  esc^>ed  untouched  by  the  sword 
of  tiie  law,  yet  that  eminent  citizen  was  more 
utterly  annihilated  by  public  opinion,  than  any 
execution  of  a  cqdtal  sentence  could  ever  have 
aooomplished  upon  his  name.  What  oecadw 
then  has  the  Senate,  sitting  as  a  court  of  im- 
peachment, for  the  power  of  execution  ?  The 
only  effect  of  a  r^^idar  impeachment  now,  u 
to  remove  from  office,  and  disqualification  for 
office.  An  irr^;ular  impeachment  will  be  tan- 
tamount to  removal  and  disqualification,  if  the 
justice  of  the  sentence  is  confided  in  by  the 
people.  If  this  condemnation  of  the  President 
had  been  pronounced  in  the  first  tenn  of  his  ad- 
ministration, and  the  people  had  believed  in  the 
truth  and  Justice  of  the  sentence,  ceriunly 
PnaidentJabkwHi  would  not  have  been  elected 
asBoondlime:  and  every  object  that  a  political 
rival,  or  a  pditieal  part3\  could  have  wished 
from  his  removal  from  oflBoe,  .and  ^iqnalifica- 
tion  for  office,  would  have  been  aooomplished. 
Disqualifioation  for  office — loss  of  publio  favor 
—political  death— 48  now  the  object  of  political 
rivalship ;  and  all  this  can  be  accompluhed  by 
an  informal,  aa  well  as  by  a  formal  impeachment, 
if  the  sentence  is  only  confided  in  by  the  peo- 
ple. If  the  peo^e  believed  that  the  President 
has  violated  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  he 
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ceases  to  be  the  objeot  of  their  respect  and  their 
ooofidence ;  he  loses  their  jEavor ;  he  dies  a 
politioal  death ;  and  that  this  might  be  the  ob- 
jeot of  the  resoliition,  Mr.  B.  would  leave  to 
uie  determinadon  of  those  who  should  read  the 
R>eeohes  which  were  delivered  in  support  of 
the  measure,  and  which  woold  conatitnte  a  pnb- 
lio  and  lasting  moanment  of  the  temper  in 
whioh  tiie  rasuntion  was  presented,  and  the 
o3d«ot  intended  to  be  accomplished  by  it. 

It  was  in  vain  to  say  there  could  be  no  object, 
at  tUs  time,  in  annihilating  the  jwlitical  inflo- 
UKse  of  Prendent  Jackson,  and  killing  him  off 
as  a  public  man,  with  a  Senatorial  conviction 
for  violating  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
oonntrj.  Such  as  assertion,  if  ventured  upon 
by  any  one,  would  stand  contradicted  by  jEaicts, 
of  which  Europe  and  America  are  witnesses. 
Does  he  not  stand  between  the  country  and  the 
bank  ?  Is  he  not  proclaimed  the  sole  obstacle 
to  the  recharter  of  the  bank;  and  In  its  re- 
eharter  is  there  not  wn^ped  np  the  desdi^ 
itf  a  pditioal  party,  now  panting  Ibr  powv  V 
BemoTO  this  sue  obstacle— aanimlate  its  infln- 
enoe—kill  off  Prenndent  Jackson  with  a  sen- 
tenoe  of  emdemnation  for  a  high  crime  and 
misdemeanor,  and  the  charter  of  the  bank  will 
be  renewed,  and  in  its  renewal,  a  political  party, 
now  thanderiag  at  the  gates  of  the  Oapifau,  will 
leap  into  power.  Here  then  is  an  ottjeot  for  desir- 
ing the  extinction  of  the  political  infiuenoe  of 
President  Jackson  I  An  object  large  enough 
to  be  seen  by  all  America  I  and  attractive 
enough  to  enlist  the  combined  interest  of  a 
great  numbed  power,  and  of  a  great  politioal 


TrnDAY,  April  18. 

Distrest  Memorial. 

Ur.  Kknt  presented  a  memorial  frnn  Prince 
Geor|;e*B  oounty,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  com- 
plaining of  the  rfflnoval  of  the  public  deposits, 
and  the  manner  in  whioh  they  had  been  re- 
moved through  the  agency  of  the  Preddmt,  and 
praying  for  their  restoration  and  Hia  reoharter 
of  tiie  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

[On  pnsentlag  the  above  memorial  Mr,  Kent 
addressed  the  Senate  at  great  len^  In  amplificalion 
and  jostiflofttion  of  its  ctmtents.] 

I'naidmfB  ProtMt. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conMderation  of  the 
nnfinished  boaoness  of  yesterday,  being  the  mo- 
tion not  to  receive  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  38th  ult. ;  when 

Mr.  LsioR  said,  that  whatever  surprise  the 
paper  sent  hither  by  the  President,  and  read 

Sesterd^,  miccht  have  prodnoed  out  of  doors, 
e  presumed  there  was  no  Member  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  whom  it  came  unexpected.  Every  man 
hwe  must  have  been  aware,  for  some  time  past, 
of  the  aotaal  oommenoemant  of  hoatiUties  hj 


that  potentate  against  Urn  body,  and  prepared, 
of  course,  for  uie  public  declaration  of  war 
tiiat  was  soon  to  follow.  The  ladguage  of  t^is 
manifesto  had  been  described,  by  the  frienda 
of  the  administration,  as  temperate  and  moder* 
ate ;  and  it  was  temperate  enough,  in  the  sense 
in  whioh  that  epithet  might  be  implied  to  all 
dennnciatitos  of  war  by  dvilized  powers,  in 
modem  times— as  temperate  as  Is  eompatible 
with  tiie  nature  and  purpose  of  snoh  dennneia- 
tions.  There  was  nothing  in  the  mere  language 
of  thia  extraordinary  paper  that  was  offensive 
to  him — it  was  the  act  itself  that  roused  his  in- 
dignation. He  fdt  that  sentiment  very  atrong> 
ly ;  never,  on  any  occasion,  more  stroufi^y ;  and 
if  be  were  to  indulge  the  expression  of  hia  feel- 
ings, he  should  not,  like  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  (Mr.  Snuous,)  speak  more  in  grief  than 
in  anger,  much  leas  would  his  language  be  in 
unison  with  that  cheerftd  mood  in  which  the 
genUunan  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Kino)  had 
spoken  on  the  snl^eot,  for  be  felt  as  if  he  were 
even  now  treading  ainong  the  ruins  of  the  c<ni- 
stitation.  He  shoold,  howevw,  «kdeavor  to 
suppress  all  emotions  of  pas^on.  His  pnrpose 
was  to  examine  this  act  the  President,  the 
motive  that  obviously  dictated  it:  its  manifest 
design  and  object,  and  the  mlsouief  which  it 
but  too  certainly  portended. 

What,  theuj  said  he,  is  the  true  character  of 
the  act  1  It  IB  apparent  in  every  line  of  tliis 
p£q>er,  neither,  in  truth,  is  there  any  dispute 
about  it ;  for  the  gentieman  from  Missouri,  who 
had  certainly  been  previously  apprised  of  its 
oontents,  nnce  be  came  prepoMd  with  extracts 
trota  the  Ftaleralist,  to  sustain  some  of  tiw 
portions  aaanmed  hj  tbe  President— ozbraotiv 

whioh,  witboot  w»  spirit  of  divination,  ho 
oonld  not  have  seen  the  qipUcatiMi  to  the  pnr- 
pose, unless  he  had  a  previous  accurate  knowl- 
edge—the gentleman  from  Missouri  tells  us  tiiat 
this  is  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  American  people, 
by  the  Preddent,  against  the  Senate ;  an  ^ 
peal,  he  must  allow,  such  as  has  never  before 
been  attempted,  or  thought  of.  And  I  add, 
and  shall  prove,  that  this  u  a  quarrel  causeless- 
ly sought  by  the  President  witn  the  Scoiate,  to 
be  submitted  to  the  deciuou  of  the  people,  in 
whioh  he  hopes  for  victory,  and,  if  he  sucoeeds, 
is  prepared  to  avail  himself  (tf  all  the  advan- 
tagM  of  viotory  to  the  nttwmost. 

The  President  proposes  a  trial  of  the  weidit 
of  his  pMvonal  popnlarity  and  of  the  Executive 
influence,  against  the  otustitutional  powers  and 
rights  of  ute  Senate,  and  tiie  privily  of  this 
branch  of  the  lef^ature  to  exercise  its  own 
judgment  concerning  its  own  ri^ts  uid  dn- 
ties.  He  undertakes  to  prescribe  to  us  the  lim- 
its of  our  legislative  ftmotions.  If  he  fail  in  tiiis 
trial  of  his  strength,  the  only  consequence  will 
be  some  mortification  of  his  pride,  and  a  grievous 
disappointment  of  the  gratification  oS  those 
fierce  and  burning  resentments  which  but  too 
plainly  infiuence  all  his  actions.  The  constitu- 
tion will  remain  unaltered  and  unimpaired. 
Bat  if  the  people  shall  sastain  him  in  tbis 
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peaL  the  coiistltation  of  the  Senate  will  be  di- 
re^7  attacked.  He  has  indicated  his  own 
personal  motives,  and  the  political  objeota  he  is 
seeking  to  accoqiplish  in  respect  to  the  Senate, 
in  this  very  paper,  and  that  in  language  too 
pliUn  to  be  misunderstood  bj  any  man  who  will 
not  shut  his  mind  to  every  diing  but  plain,  nn- 
equivocal  avowal.  He  says :  "  If  tiie  oensures 
of  the  Senate  be  submitted  to  by  the  President, 
the  confidence  of  tiie  people  in  his  abUity  and 
virtue,  and  the  character  and  nsefolness  of  his 
adnunistratifHi,  will  soon  be  at  an  wd,  and  the 
real  power  of  the  Government  will  &11  into  the 
huias  of  a  body,  holding  their  offices  for  long 
terms,  not  elected  by  the  people,  and  not  to 
them  directly  responnble.  If^  on  the  other 
hand,  the  illegal  censures  of  the  Senate  should 
be  resisted  by  the  Preddent,  collisions  and  an- 
gry controversies  might  ensue,  discreditable  in 
their  progress,  and  in  the  end  compelling  the 
people  to  adopt  the  conclosion,  either  that  their 
Chief  Magistrate  was  unworthy  of  their  respect, 
or  that  the  Senate  was  chargeable  with  calum- 
ny and  iniuBtice.  Either  these  resnlta  would 
impair  public  confidence  In  the  perfection  of  the 
ayatem,  and  lead  to  serious  alteratiqnB  of  its 
frame  work,  or  to  the  praotioal  abandonment  of 
some  (tf  its 'proviflionB."  And  in  another  part, 
he  s^s :  "  Bnt  if  the  Senate  have  a  right  to  in- 
terfere with  the  executive  powers,  they  have 
also  the  right  to  make  that  interference  effec- 
tive ;  and  if  the  assertion  of  the  power  implied  in 
the  resolution  be  edlently  acquiesced  in,  we  may 
reasonably  apprehend  that  it  will  be  followed, 
at  some  fdture  day,  by  an  attempt  at  actual  en- 
forcement. The  Senate  may  rtifuse,  except  on 
the  condition  that  he  will  surrender  hia  opinions 
to  theirs,  and  obey  their  will,  to  perform  their 
own  oonstitational  foncttons,  to  pass  the  neces- 
sary laws,  to  aanotlcni  ^proprianoin  proposed 
by  the  Honse  of  RepresentouTes,  and  to  oon- 
um  jfTvpv  nominations  by  the  Frerident." 
"Who  does  not  see,  in  these  expressions,  the 
manifestation  of  those  personal  motives,  which 
have  impelled  the  President  to  hostilities  against 
the  Senate ;  that  "the  confidence  of  the  people 
in  his  ability  and  virtue,  and  the  character  and 
usefulness  of  his  administration,"  is  the  object 
that  constitutes  the  personal  motive  of  his  con- 
duct t  Who  does  not  see  that  the  refusal  of  the 
Senate  "  to  sanction  appropriations  proposed  by 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  and  to  confirm 
proper  nominations  by  the  President,"  are  to 
De  regarded  by  him,  and  to  be  held  up  to  the 
people  aa  "  an  attempt,"  va.  our  part,  "  at  ao- 
toal  enforcement "  <^  onr  ridit  "to  interfere 
with  the  exeontive  powers!  "  Wlio  doea  not 
aJflo  see  in  tiiose  aUnsions  to  the  oonstitnti<m  of 
tlua  body,  "  holding  tiieir  offices  for  Ions  terms, 
not  deotod  by  the  people,  and  not  to  tbem  di- 
rectly responsible,"  the  corrective  which  the 
President  is  (dming  at  ?  Ko  one  can  suppose 
that  **the  Berious  derations  of  the  frame  work, 
or  the  practical  abandonment  of  some  of  the 
provisions  "  of  the  constitntion,  which  he  ex- 
pects  will  grow  out  of  these  ooUisions  between 


the  Executive  and  the  Senate,  will  be  of  a  na- 
ture to  reduce  the  patronage,  power,  and  influ- 
ence of  the  former.  The  House  of  Gepresrata- 
tives  (it  must  in  decency  be  presumed)  will 
make  no  appropriations^wbieb  it  does  not  think 
wise  and  just,  nor  the  President  any  nomina- 
tions, which  he  does  not  think  proper ;  bnt  the 
Senate,  in  its  legislative  capacity,  has  an  express 
power  by  the  constitntion,  to  agree  to  the  ap- 
propriationB  proposed  by  the  other  House,  or 
to  dissent  from  tiiem,  accor^g  to  its  judg- 
ment ;  and,  In  the  exercise  of  its  ezecntive  ftmc- 
tions,  to  give  or  irfthh(dd  its  assent  to  the  nom- 
inations of  the  President,  according  to  its  sense 
of  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  nominees ;  and 
yet  this  exen^  of  our  undoubted  powers  is  to 
be  held  up  to  the  people  aa  a  manifestation  of 
the  de«gn  of  the  Senate  to  concentrate  "  the 
real  power  of  the  Government  into  its  own 
hands  1  "  The  disagreement  of  the  Senate  to 
appropriations  proposed  by  the  other  House, 
is  a  very  common  case ;  and  its  disapprobation 
of  some  of  the  nominations  already  made  by  the 
President^  or  expected  from  him,  may  very  cer- 
tainly be  entidpated.  Such  proofe  of  our  lust 
of  domination,  be  has  reaaon  enough  to  expect 
will  soon  be  pnbllely  exhibited  to  the  world. 
And  if  the  people  shall  sustain  the  President  in 
this  his  appeu  against  the  Senate,  it  requires 
no  political  sagacity  ,to  foresee,  and  I  venture 
to  predict,  that  he  will  then  aim  at  absolute 
conquest  over  this  devoted  body ;  he  will  then 
insist  t^t  its  share  of  the  appointing  power 
shall  be  taken  away,  that  the  Senatoritd  term 
of  service  shall  be  shortened ;  that  the  Senators 
shall  be  made  subject  to  recall  during  their 
term,  and,  perhaps,  that  the  election  of  them 
shall  be  transferred  from  the  State  legislatures 
to  tiie  people ;  and  he  wiU  exert  the  whole  in- 
fluence of  his  prasonal  popularity  and  ezeoa- 
tive  patronage,  (the  Isttw  of  which  is  vast  be- 
yond oalcoltMOD,  almost  beyond  ima^nationj 
to  accomplish  these  **  aeriooa  alterations  in  tlw 
frame  work  "  of  the  constitution.  It  is  not  my 
purpose,  at  present,  to  inquire  whether  sooa 
alterations  would  be  wise  or  not.  I  only  say 
they  would  amount  to  a  revolution  in  the 
Government.  The  adoption  of  them  will  abol- 
ish the  only  check  which  the  wisdom  of  our 
fathers  found  it  practicable  to  devise,  to  guard 
against  the  predominance  of  the  National  feat- 
ures of  our  institations  over  the  Federal,  and 
of  the  executive  over  the  other  departmenta  of 
this  Government. 

Sir,  these  deaigns  against  the  Senate  are  only 
not  avowed.  I  aa  conuBdently  believe  them  to 
exists  as  if  they  were  ever  so  dlstinctiy  avowed. 
I  shall  never  w^t  till  ptditicians  or  generals 
think  proper  to  promulgate  their  nlaos  of  oper^ 
ations.  The  love  of  contest,  and  the  passion  • 
for  conquest,  have  marked  the  conduct  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  throughout  his  life.  He  has  con- 
quered every  individual  that  stood  in  his  way ; 
be  has  conquered  the  bank  ■  he  is  now  aiming 
at  conquest  over  tiie  Senate ;  and  if  he  shall 
achieve  that,  he  nu^  then  turn  his  arms  with 
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sooodss  againBt  the  whole  constitation.  I  do  [ 
not  Bay,  becanse  I  do  not  anapect,  that  he  is  now 
looking  to  thia  ulterior  conquest,  but  tJiat^  at 
present,  he  is  aiming  at  oonqnest  over  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  if  the  people  shall  sustain  him  in  this 
appeal  against  us,  he  will  have  it  in  his  power 
to  aohieve  this  oooqaest  over  tu,  to  the  nbnost 
utemt  of  bis  wishea  I  have  not  the  least  ooa- 
fidance  In  his  moderation  or  olemenoy  after  vic- 
tory. 

An  appeal  of  the  President  to  the  American 
people  against  the  Senate,  with  a  view  to  ac- 
complish, or  even  to  suggest  a  change,  formal 
or  informal,  in  the  constitution  of  ue  latter, 
through  the  direct  intervention  of  the  people, 
is,  in  its  very  nature,  of  a  revolutionary  tendency. 
In  representative  repnblics  likeonrs,  when  onoe 
the  Government  is  established,  the  people  id- 
waya  act  through  their  agents— their  constitut- 
ed antborities ;  they  never  resume  the  original 
powers  Inherent  in  them,  hnt  fbr  the  purpose 
Hi  altering  or  aboUahhig  th^  ancient  forma, 
and  estaluishini;  new ;  and  whenever  one  de- 
partment of  the  Government  ^eala  directiy 
to  the  people  agunst  another,  andmvokea  their 
interposition,  it  expects  the  peqple  no  longer  to 
act  uirough  their  constituted  anthoiides,  but 
to  act  against  them — to  supersede,  to  abolish,  or 
at  least  to  alter  them.  The  House  of  Bepresent- 
atdves  and  the  Senate  axt  co-ordinate  branches  of 
HiA  federal  legislature.  The  Execntive  ia  not 
exaetly  a  oo-ordinate  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Until  the  Presiaent  developed  the  facul- 
ties of  the  Executive  power,  all  men  thongbt  it 
inferior  to  the  I^islative — he  manifestly  ^inks 
it  BOperior,  and  in  his  hands  the  m<HiarohiBl  part 
<rf  the  Government  (for  the  Exeontive  is  mon- 
arcMal,  thongh  it  be  elective  for  a  term  odf 
years,  by  which  it  was  hoped — now  foar, 
v^nly  hoped — to  obviate  mischief  from  its 
power)  baa  proved  far  stronger  than  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  stronger  than  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  States,  stronger. than  both 
oombined ;  and  if  success  shall  still  attend  his 
inordinate  pretenuons,  he  will  soon  tame  them 
to  absolute  subnussion.  He  has  proclaimed  to 
the  world,  that  neither  "  the  voice  of  the  legis- 
lature, nor  the  will  of  the  people,"  shall  induce 
him  to  change  his  course  of  measures.  He  has 
no  respect  for  the  (^linion  o^  the  people,  when 
that  opinion  is  against  him ;  he  <Buy  ^tpeals  to 
fh»  people  when  he  wants  th^  aid  to  snbdne 
the  Senate.   The  republic  ia  in  danger. 

I  have  said  tiiat  the  President  has  Taised  this 
qnarrel  with  the  Senate  without  cause  or  provo- 
cation. His  pretext  for  it  Is  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  this  House  on  the  sul^ject  of  the  depos- 
its, which  is  in  these  words :  '*  Boohed,  That 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  late 
Executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public 
revenue,  has  assumed  npon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitntion 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both."  The  lan- 
guage  of  the  resolution  was  carefully  selected, 
m  order  to  av<^  the  imputation  of  crime ;  it  is 
not  afSrmed  that  he  has  osoxped  unoonatita- 
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timal  and  illegal  power,  for  that  phrase  would 
have  imported  d^ign  and  wilfulness ;  it  is  not 
Bud  that  he  has  idlfnlly  assumed,  but,  only, 
that  he  has  assumed,  namdy,  ti^en  upon  him- 
self such  power ;  itisnotsaidthatheiiasdone 
this  in  violation,  in  defiance,  or  in  contempt  of 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  dero^^on 
from  them — that  is,  that  hia  measures  traded 
to  impair  them,  or  to  prevent  or  weaken  thdr 
operation.  There  ia  not  a  word  in  the  resolu- 
tion that  implies  a  criminal  intent,  nw  was  it 
intended  to  impute  one.  But  the  President 
reads  tbis  resolation  as  if  it  charged  him  with 
having  criminally  usurped  power,  in  wilful  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution  and  laws.  Behold 
bow  he  justifies  the  interpretation  of  it  f  He 
aaya,  "That  the  language  of  the  resolution  does 
n<^  expressly  allege  that  the  assumption  of 
power  and  authority  which  it  condemns  was  in- 
tentional and  corrupt,  is  no  answer  to  the  we- 
ceding  view  of  its  oharaeter  and  effect  The 
act  thus  condemned,  neoesBarily  implies  volitimt 
and  dengu  in  the  in^vidnal  to  whmn  it  is  im- 
puted, and,  bein^  unlawful  in  ita  character,  the 
legal  conclusion  is,  that  it  was  prompted  by  im- 
proper motives,  and  committed  with  an  unlaw- 
ful mtent.  The  charge  ia  not  of  a  mistake  in 
the  exercise  of  supposed  powers,  but  of  the  as- 
sumption of  powers  not  conferred  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  both ; 
and  nothing  is  su^ested  to  excuse  or  palliate 
the  turpitude  of  the  act.  In  the  absoioe  of  any 
such  'excuse  or  palliation,  there  is  only  room 
for  one  inference,  and  that  is,  that  the  intent 
was  unlawful  and  corrupt.  Beudes,  the  reeoln* 
tion  not  only  oontains  no  mitigating  suggestion, 
but  oa.  iha  oaatauj  it  hoMa  up  tne  act  oom- 
pluned  of;  as  Joatly  ohnoxionB  to  oensore  and 
r^robatira,  and  tiros  as  diatinoUy  stamps  it 
with  impurity  of  motive,  as  if  the  strongest 
epithets  had  been  used."  Kow,  I  have  always 
understood,  and  I  should  have  supposed  that 
the  President,  who  has  been  a  judge,  would 
have  known,  that  the  allegation  of  a  criminal 
intent  ia  of  the  essence  of  every  criminal  accu- 
sation ;  and  I  ^prehend  that  it  never  before 
was  imagined  that  the  omisdon  to  allege  crim- 
inal intent  was  supplied  by  an  omisnon  of  any 
circumstances  of  excuse  or  justification  that 
might  lead  to  acquittal.  Neither  is  there  but  one 
Buppodtion  on  which  the  reasoning  of  the  Frai- 
deait  can  hold  good ;  and  that  is,  thait  he  is  so 
profoundly  versed  in  the  ocmstitntion  and  laws^ 
and  so  w^  known  to  the  whole  world,  and  es- 
pecially to  the  Senate,  to  be  an  infallible  judge 
of  them,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  im- 
pute a  departure  from  them  by  him;  to  mistake 
or  error  of  judgment;  and,  therefore,  the  Senate 
must  have  int^ded  to  charge  his  aberrations  to 
a  wilful  criminal  design  to  violate  the  constita- 
tion and  the  laws,  which  it  is  his  duty  to  ob- 
serve and  muntain.  Surdy,  nr,  this  man  is 
possessed  with  ad^;ree  of  presumption  th^  never 
mortal  man  be^e  was  cursed  withal  t  a  pr»> 
sumption  wliioh,  whether  it  proceeds  firom  native 
vanuy,  or  tbefbvorsof  fortane^wthepdscaiof 
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flftttNj,  must  be  to  himsdf  a  oot^oqs  sooroe  of 
error  as  well  as  of  Mttemess  and  of  evil  to  hia 
country.  The  Supreme  Ooort  of  the  United 
Btates  has  been  often  charged  with  giving  jndg- 
ments  contrary  to  the  oonstitntion ;  the  Presi- 
dent himself  has  made  snch  charges  agunst  that 
ooort  Ooneresa  has  been,  over  and  over  again, 
chai^ied  with  passing  laws  not  warranted  by  the 
oonstitntion ;  and  the  Prendent  has  repeatedly 
alleged  this  against  the  legislatore.  Oongresehas 
been  charged  with  pasnng,  and  the  C^:«ndent 
with  approving,  unconatitaaonal  acts ;  and,  if  I 
am  rightfiilly  informed,  the  Pnridoitliafl  alleged 
thia  in  respect  of  acta,  or  parta  of  acts,  which 
he  himself  has  approved.  In  debate  here,  gen- 
tlemen are  d^y  oontending  that  tbe  opinions 
and  votes  of  each  other  are  contrary  to  uieoon- 
Btttntion.  Who  ever  thon^t  that  snch  allega- 
tiona  implied  a  charge  of  crime — of  a  wilful  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution!  It  is  only,  when 
each  an  all^ation  is  brought  by  the  Senate 
agiunst  the  President — by  mis  Senate  against 
this  President — that  the  Senate  mnst  necessa- 
rily intend  to  arraign  him,  withont  any  impeach- 
ment A*om  the  other  Ho^^  and  to  try  and  con- 
vict him  without  a  hearing.  And  this  is  the 
daring  violation  of  the  oonatitntiMi  f<x  which 
file  nerident  appeals  to  the  American  people 
against  the  Senate  I 


TnusBDAT,  April  24. 
jPn$idmCt  Protett. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  resolutions  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Poindkxtkb,  as  modified  by  Mr.  Ola.t. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed ^  Mr.  Bibb — 

Mr.  Kahb  said :  Mr.  President,  I  am  amongst 
those  who  believe  that  tUs  eesdon  has  bran 
already  enffidently  extended;  and  that  the  time 
for  a^ioa  upon  the  neoeasaiy  bnunesi  of  the 
oonntry  has  arrived.  ISj  sentiments  npon  the 
present  subject  will  be  therefore  delivered  as 
briefly  as  posuble.  The  proposition  first  made, 
in  hute  uid  witiiont  due  conmderation,  not  to 
receive  the  conunnnioation  of  the  Fradden^ 
has,  in  some  measure,  given  way  to  more  saga- 
(dous  counselB ;  more  sagacious,  because  formed 
npon  more  reflection.  Gentlemen  in  the  oppo- 
sition have  trodden  back  tiieir  steps,  and  nave 
consented  to  present  their  reasons  npon  record, 
in  the  shape  of  the  resolntions  now  Wore  you. 
It  will  not  snrptise  me  if  onr  farther  progress 
ahoold  lead  to  f^uther  reoesdonsb  I  take  no 
pleasure  In  retorting  npon  Senatora  who  have 
charged  retraction  w  cqdmons  npon  tiie  Fred- 
dent,  becanse  of  his  aopplemsntal  exjplanations, 
the  fact  that  their  propcmtions  have  been  tiiriee 
altered,  and  that  down  to  this  moment  they 
have  not  agreed  upon  the  course  to  be  porsued. 

Hotwithstanding,  Mr.  President,  the  matters 
of  grave  import  contained  in  the  several  resolu- 
tions snbmitted  by  the  Senator  from  Missiauppi, 
the  first  question  presented  f<w  detusion  wiU  be 
M^OTL  the  amMkdment  offered  Xnj  the  honorable 


Senator  trtm  Eentnc^,  (Mr.  Bibb.)  That 
question  is.  Shall  the  paper  be  r^eetedf 

Before  we  f^ve  an  affirmative  answer,  it 
would  be  well  to  consider  that  the  President  <^ 
the  United  States  represents  an  authority,  under 
the  constitution,  conferred  npon  him  by  twelve 
millions  of  people — that  they  have  lodged  in  his 
hands  the  Executive  power  of  this  Government 
— that  it  is  the  dut^  of  the  incumbent  to  guard 
that  power  from  violation,  that  it  may  neither 
be  diminished  nor  carried  too  far — that  it  is  as 
mnoh  his  ri^t  and  hia  doty  to  guard  that 
power,  as  it  IB  the  right  and  du^  of  any  other 
department  of  the  Government  toKoard  its 
rights  and  powers  from  violation.  When  ques- 
tions of  difference  with  regard  to  power  arise 
between  the  co-ordinate  branches,  of  a  nature 
not  judicial,  there  is  but  one  tribunal  to  ^peal 
to,  and  that  tribnnal  is  the  people — the  fountain 
and  parent  of  all  the  powers  of  the  Government. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  conflicting  parties  to  pre- 
aent  the  matter  of  difference  fairly,  in  a  spiiit 
of  candor,'  that  the  points  may  be  olearly  pre- 
sented, and  fully  understood.  Bemember  that 
our  duty  requires  us  to  conceal  nothin|;  from 
the  great  arbiter;  that  we  have  no  right  to 
treat  him  with  contempt. 

The  reasons,  then,  for  r^ecting  'this  paper, 
or  reftaring  to  receive  it,  must  be  ov«-whdm- 
ing,  to  justify  us  in  taking  the  course  proposed, 
lest  we  subject  ourselves  to  the  charge  of  treat- 
ing twelve  millions  of  people,  in  the  person 
their  President,  contemptuously,  and  their  un- 
doubted power  with  scorn. 

Will  the  Sw&te  act  courteously,  or  consult  its 
self-respect,  to  read  this  protest,  dissect  it,  con- 
demn it,  answer  it  by  speeches,  and  then  sol- 
emnly vote  not  to  receive  it!  Would  it  be 
honorable  in  private  life  for  a  genUeman  to 
receive  a  oommunioation  from  an  iiuUvidnal, 
open  it,  read  it,  answer  it,  abuse  it,  and  con- 
demn it  Inr  oral  deblaratioiiB,  and  then  refuse 
to  receive  it !  Let  me  now  ask  for  the  reasons 
which  will  govern  the  votes  of  those  who  will 
not  consent  to  receive  this  paper. 

Is  its  language  disrespectful,  is  it  indecent,  is 
it  insulting  in  its  terms  or  its  import !  None 
of  these  things  are  pretended.  Had  the  Presi- 
dent no  right  to  send  it !  If  it  be  his  duty  to 
defend  the  powers  of  the  Executive  Bepart- 
ment  of  the  Government,  his  right  is  unquestion- 
able. If  he  believed  that  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  in  violation  of  the  constitution,  invaded 
the  "  Executive  power,"  there  was  no  course 
left  him  to  pnrsite,  than  to  piote^  against  it 

He  oould  not  counteract  the  resclntif^s  in 
any  other  way.  H  he  submitted  in  ailenoe,  ho 
would  have  aeqt^esced  in  what  he  beUeved  an 
unauthorized  interference  with  the  rights  of  a 
branch  of  the  Government  confided  to  him  by 
the  constitution,  and  he  would  have  been  justly 
condemned  by  the  people  for  his  acquiescence. 
He  would  have  surrendered  the  Executive  office 
to  a  successor,  impaired,  so  far  as  his  silence 
against  his  duty  c(»dd  accomplish  such  an  eaA. 
He  had  preoedent  Ibr  his  course  in  the  reotwded 
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proceedings  of  the  Senate.  HoW'  often  have  the 
State  Legislatures  sent  protests  here  against 
the  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  UDited  States, 
containing  positive  charges  of  violations  of  the 
Federal  constitution  on  the  part  of  Congress  t 
"Who  ever  made  a  motion  not  to  receive  a  pro- 
test of  this  kind  ?  And  pray,  sir,  will  gentle- 
men tell  me  vhj  a  co-ordinate  brand)  of  this 
Government  cannot  protest  fu^nst  a  re8olnti<m 
of  this  body,  and  urtiy,  at  the  same  time,  he 
will  allow  a  State  Xie^slatnre  to  send  a  protest 
ag^nst  the  deliberate  Legislative  determinations 
of  Congress. 

Whatever  objections  have  been  made  to  the 
right  of  the  President  to  send  the  paper,  no  one 
has  denied  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  receive  it, 
and  spread  it  upon  the  Journal ;  for  however 
much  we  complain  of  the  want  of  power  in 
others,  we  seldom  deny  to  ourselves  the  author- 
ity to  do  any  thing,  I  place  the  right  of  the 
Senate  to  comply  with  the  President's  request 
to  cause  the  protest  to  be  spread  opon  the 
Jonmala,  npon  its  unquestioned  and  unquestion- 
able power  over  its  own  Journal.  The  TnA- 
dent  has  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  Journal 
in  anj  way,  and  therefore  he  appeals,  in  the 
form  of  a  request,  to  your  Justice,  to  cause  the 
protest  to*be  placed  side  by  ride  with  four 
resolution. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  doctrines  of  the ; 
protest  are  unsound,  its  objects  and  designs 
mipure,  and  that  it  is  a  declaration  of  war 
against  the  Senate.  If  this  be  all  true,  it  would 
seem  to  be  good  policy  in  us  to  make  these  un- 
sound doctrines  and  impurities  of  object  and 
design  as  conspicuous  and  as  durable  as  possible, 
that  the  world  may  know,  and  tliat  posterity 
may  Justify  the  d^niuve  opa-aticnis  of  the  Sen- 

Suppose,  however,  fat,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  connt^f  as  to  these  doctrines,  ol^eota,  and 
designs,  should  be  different;  that  the  people 
should  believe  them  sound  and  irreproachable, 
in  what  condition,  then,  wiU  the  Senate  be 
placed !  Will  not  the  world  snppose  the  rea- 
sons of  Our  refusal  to  receive  and  record  this 
document  to  be,  that  we  could  not  controvert 
the  principles,  answer  the  arguments,  and  prove 
the  charges,  of  impurity  of  motive  and  design? 
Depend  upon  it,  sir,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  will  not  be  pleased  with  efforts  to  de- 

gade  the  President,  unless  such  efforts  have 
r  their  solid  foundation,  truth.  Justice,  reason, 
necessity,  and  patriotism. 

One  gentieman  has  declared  the  p|4>er  in 
question  to  be  a  declaration  of  war  ag^nst  the 
senate.  Hild  in  its  terms,  to  be  sure,  as  all 
declarations  of  war  between  modem  powers 
are  re<^uired  to  be,  by  the  courtesy  of  nations. 
Yet  it  IS  a  declaration  of  war.  I  am  totally  at 
a  loss  to  account  for  this  opinion,  unless,  in- 
deed, we  take  into  view  the  statement  so  re- 
peatedly made  here,  that  the  President  had 
made  war  upon  the  bank.  If  that  be  true,  if 
gentlemen  have  entered  into  the  war  as  its 
alliei^  snrely  it  is  inglorioas  in  them  to  ocnn- 
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plain  that  the  auxiliary  is  treated  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  principal.  If  they  have  made  it 
a  common  cause,  they  must  abide  together  the 
common  fortunes  of  the  contest. 

Let  us,  however,  examine  the  facts  in  rela- 
tiou  to  this  ohaige,  though  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  repeat  some  things  often  repeated,  I  shall 
doitm  sobrief  amannerasnot  tohefiitjguing. 
The  rizteeuth  seetion  cS  the  hank  law,  confers^ 
in  terma,-up(ai  the  Becratszy  of  tiie  Treasury, 
the  rig^t  to  remove  the  puUio  moneys  tttrn 
the  Bfunk  of  the  United  States,  requiring  him  to 
give  his  reasons  therefor  to  OongEess.  The 
terms  of  the  law  conferring  this  power  are  as 
g«ieral  as  the  £n|^ish  langnaga  could  make  it; 
and  the  power  ^ven  is  without  limitation  as  to 
time  or  cmdition.  Yet  the  Senate,  being  one 
branch  only  of  the  Legislature,  have,  in  effect, 
interpolated  tiiis  section  of  the  bank  law  with 
an  entire  sentence,  so  as  to  limit  the  exercise 
of  this  power  of  removal  to  two  conditions, 
namdy,  when  the  deposits  are  unsafe,  or  when 
the  bank  &fls  to  comply  with  the  pontire  re* 
qairements  of  the  charter,  in  tranniarring  tiie 
public  moneys  whenever  and  wherever  it  maf 
be  reqxdred  by  the  Government.  I  will  not 
detain  yon  by  repeating  the  unanswered  rea* 
sons  repeatedly  given,  to  show  that  it  is  impoa* 
sible  Congress  could  ever  have  consented  to 

Eart  with  the  pubUc  ftmds  upon  such  grounds. , 
f  Congress  intended  to  confine  the  action  of  the ' 
Secretary  to  these  two  contingencies,  would  it 
not  have  done  so  ?  That  body  was  composed 
of  men  who  could  read  and  write  and  express 
their  will.  Yet  we  find  a  general  power  given, 
instead  of  this  limited,  restrained  power. 

The  fixing  this  limitation  by  the  Senate  re* 
quired  a  virtual  interpolation,  by  one  hraacth 
of  Congress^  a  regmaiiy-establiBhed  law  of 
tiie  land.  Here,  then,  was  truly  an  act  of 
usurpation.  One  House  of  Congress,  by  reso- 
lution, amending  a  law  of  the  United  States. 

Having  thus  made  a  law  to  suit  themselvei^ 
gentiemen  declare  that  the  President  has  vio- 
lated it,  and  the  constitution  also,  because  of 
the  part  he  has  taken  to  aocomplish  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  funds.  Now,  sir,  it  is  easy 
to  make  out  a  charge  of  usurpation  upon  an- 
other, if  yon  first  usurp  authority  sufficient  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  the  ohaige.  It  is  literally 
a  charge  of  usurpation  fonn^d  upon  usurpa- 
tion. Having  in  this  manner  laid  the  requistte 
finmdatlon,  we  Senate  passed  the  resolntioa 
apdnst  which  tiie  President  tiiinks  it  his 
right  and  duty  to  protest,  and  defend  him- 
self. That  resolution  declares  that  the  Presi- 
dent, in  the  late  Executive  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  the  pnblio  revenue,  nad  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  hy 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  oi 
both ;  and  it  is  because  he  has  sent  us  a  defence 
aguost  this  declaration,  in  the  mildest  and  most 
respectful  terms,  that  he  is  charged  now  with 
miJdng  war  upon  this  body.  That  the  j)rind- 
ples  and  ai;guments  upon  which  his  defenoe 
rests,  are  at  war  with  we  grounds  aasnmed  in 
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Bapport  of  the  rewlntiaD,  there  can  be  no  doabt. 
In  this  Bense,  and  in  this  sense  alone,  does  a 
war  exist,  and  the  declaration  of  it  came  nn- 
qnestionably-  fi'om  the  Senate.  The  Senate  first 
oharge  him  with  a  violation  of  the  constitation, 
and  all  he  has  done  has  been  to  send  ns  his  vin- 
^catioD.  He  has  not  onlj  been  accused  and 
fonnd  guilt;  by  this  body  of  violating  the  oon- 
stitntion  and  laws,  withoat  an  opportunity  of 
defenoe,  bnt  the  resohiti<m  ittdf  nnpliea  design 
and  criminal  IntentionB.  The  &ot  of  violatiott 
is  averred  in  terms  without  qnalifioatlon ;  and 
what  is  tiie  legal  in£n«noe  to  be  drawn  ftwn 
the  finding  of  the  fact,  the  naked  fact,  without 
extenoation  !  Was  it  intended  to  say  that  he 
did  so  innocently  and  ignorantlyf  'If  so,  yon 
draw  a  distinction,  nnknown  to  oar  constitn- 
tion  and  laws,  between  the  highest  offioer  in 
the  Government,  who  is  suppowd  to  be  well 
acqn^ted  with  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the 
lowest  of  oar  citizens.  The  rale  nuiversally 
^plied  to  crime  is,  that  ignorance  does  not  ex- 
onse  it  If  this  were  not  so,  few  crimes  would 
be  puni^ed.  The  Sena1x>r  from  Yirnnia  (Mr, 
Luian)  was  understood  to  s^  that  indiotanents 
for  crimes  always  charged  a  criminal  intent; 
and  from  thrace  the  inference  was  drawn,  Hat 
tiie  resolation  in  question  was  not  a  charae  of 
designed  violatitm.  Is  this  resolation  of  the 
nature  of  an  indictment  t  The  Senate  has  no 
power  to  originate  prosecations  of  any  kind. 
It  is  the  Jury  which  finds  the  fact,  and  the 
court  which  pronounces  judgment.  When  a 
crime  is  proved  to  have  been  committed,  the 
inference  is  necessarily  drawn  that  the  intent 
was  criminal,  and  the  accused  is  thrown  npon 
the  necessity  of  proving  facts  inconsistent  with 
the  inference.  If  the  speeobes  made  by  legis- 
lators in  fhvw  of  ^e  passage  of  laws,  or  of  the 
adoptifm  of  reaolotiona,  may  be  referred  to  as 
eviaenoe  of  tkm  meaning,  I  need  not  remind 
the  Senate  that  a  most  prolific  source  of  proof 
is  before  na,  to  show  that  the  violation  ohar^ 
was  meant  to  be  a  wilfttl,  arbitrary,  tyrannical 
one. 

But,  sir,  will  any  man,  after  examining  pre- 
cedents, say,  that,  had  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives sent  us  an  impeachment  against  the 
President  in  the  very  words  of  this  resolntira, 
so  far  as  the  point  before  us  is  involved,  that 
the  Senate  would  have  refused  to  arraign,  try, 
and  condemn  the  accused,  for  the  want  either 
of  JnriadiotiiMi  or  of  an  expressed  otarga  of 
oriminal  hitent  ?  No,  nr,  the  language  which 
all  Senators  would  use,  would  be^  that  the  in- 
tent was  implied,  and  that  the  accused  must 
dear  himself  from  its  effects  by  progC  I  shall 
have  occasion  berealter  to  advert  to  a  prece- 
dent to  show  what  has  been  in  this  reqtect  pur- 
sued in  impeachments.  After  this  view  of  this 
part  of  the  sntgeot,  it  will  be  perceived,  tiiat,  if 
the  Senate  has  not  convicted  the  President  of  a 
oriminal  violation  of  his  duty,  with  pursuing 
the  regular  constitutional  course,  the  members 
voting  for  the  resolufion  have,  at  least,  forever 
disqualified  thmnselvea  from  being  his  triers 


upon  a  regular  prosecution  for  this  alleged  vio- 
wicm  of  duty,  by  forming  and  expressing  an 
opinion  of  his  guilt.  And  whether  the  one  or 
the  other  of  these  things  has  been  done,  the 
constitution  has  been  equally  and  fiagrantiy 
violated. 

Gentlemen  object  to  receiving  his  protest, 
because  tbey  say  it  is  an  appeal  to  the  people. 
If  by  this  is  meant  that  the  President  is  dedrous 
to  submit,  in  a  qtirit  of  candor  and  decency,  to 
the  people  of  tiie  TTnited  States,  whose  serruit 
he  u,  an  aooount  of  his  stewardship  in  tiiia 
matter  of  the  bank,  and  to  justify  himself  before 
those  who  have  a  right  to  call  him  to  an  ac- 
count for  his  conduct  in  relation  to  it,  tho 
charge  is  troe.  He  is  nether  afraid  nor 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  that  all  his  powers 
are  derived  from  the  people,  and  that  he  is 
accountable  to  them,  u  he  has  consulted  their 
substantial  and  durable  prosperity,  by  interpos- 
ing his  character,  and  the  constitution  of  his 
country,  soundly  construed,  between  the  power 
of  gold  and  the  pending  destruction  of  the  lib- 
ertiea  of  his  oonsUtaentB,  it  ia  hia  duty  to  main- 
tain himself  by  the  ezhilation  of  the  truths 
and  reasons  by  whidi  he  has  been  governed. 
It  wHl  be  for  tiie  perale  to  dedde  now,  and 
after  he  shall  have  left  hia  station,  upon  the 
wisdom  of  his  actions,  and  tiiie  virtne  of  Ua 
motives. 

Whatever  politicians  may  say,  Washington, 
the  Father  of  his  country,  was  not  ashamed  to 
appeal  to  the  people  for  their  judgment  upon 
his  official  conduct.  I  state  upon  the  authority 
of  Ur.  Jefferson,  contained  in  the  fourth  vol- 
ume of  his  works,  that,  in  1798,  when  the  coun- 
try was  convulsed  npon  the  subject  of  Ur. 
Genet's  conduct,  who  was  the  minister  of  France 
near  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
when  par^  vlolMioe  na  hi^,  and  when  his 
cabinet  were  divided  aa  to  the  proper  course  to 
be  pursued  with  regard  to  him,  and  other  ques- 
tions of  a  political  nature,  in  a  discussion  which 
took  place  in  his  cabinet,  Washington  "  mani- 
festly inclined  to  the  appeal  to  the  pet^le.** 
His  own  character  and  motives  had  been  im- 
peached, and,  during  the  same  discussion,  the 
Father  of  his  country  complained  of  "  the  per- 
sonal abase  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
him,"  and  he  ^'defied  any  man  on  earth,  to 
produce  one  ringle  act  of  his,  since  he  had  been 
m  the  Government,  which  was  not  done  on  the 

Eurest  motives;  that  he  hod  nevw  repented 
ut  once^  the  having  slipped  the  mtmient  of  re- 
signing his  office,  and  that  was  every  moment 
since ; "  that  **he  had  rather  be  in  his  grave 
than  in  his  present  mtuation;  that  he  had 
rather  be  on  his  farm  than  be  made  emperor 
of  the,  world;"  "and  yet,  that  they  were 
chaiging  him  with  wanting  to  be  a  king." 
What  a  strilcing  parallel  is  nere  observed  be- 
tween the  personal  abuse  heaped  upon  Presi- 
dent Washington  and  General  Jackson.  Yet 
they  both  agree  upon  the  propriety  of  appeal- 
ing to  the  peofde,  as  the  just  and  i^ipropriate 
jnogea  of  tbeir  o(mdnet  and  motivea. 
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The  President  asya  in  his  protest,  with  regard 
to  the  coademnatory^  resoltition,  '*  It  asserts  no 
legislatire  power;  proposea  no  legislative  ac- 
tion." To  my  infinite  snrprise,  one  or  two 
Senators  have  declared  that  legislative  action 
was  intended.  The  discnssiun  npon  the  resolu- 
tion was  carried  on  here  for  about  four  months. 
It  was  repeatedly  asserted,  by  frienda  d  the 
administrmon,  as  an  argument  against  the  con- 
tinuance  of  the  disensaion,  aud  the  adoption  of 
resolntioii,  that  it  proposed  no  legislatiTe 
action:  this  was  never  denied;  nor  did  any 
one  Senator,  within  my  hearing,  intimate,  dur- 
ing the  whole  period,  that  an^  legislation  was 
to  grow  out  of  its  adoption.  This  resolution 
was  referred  to  tiie  Oommittee  on  Finance^  an 
appropriate  oommittee  to  report  the  plan  of  ac- 
tion. Tet  the  committee  reported  no  l^isla- 
tive  proposition ;  in  truth,  nr,  they  disregarded 
this  resolution  alt(^ther,  and  did  not  report 
upon  it  at  alL  ACready  have  five  mwtlu  of 
the  eesdon  diwsecL  and  not  a  word  aboat  the 
le^slative  actum  naa  bem  heard,  except  the 
mere  assertimi  referred  to,  in  oontradiotioa  to 
the  President's  allegation.  Slu^ish  legislators 
indeed  I  One  prediotion  I  will  venture  upon, 
that  if  the  Senate  continues  its  session  five  months 
longer,  we  shall  not  see  a  le^slative  proportion 
brought  forward  in  this  body,  to  carry  into 
effect  any  object  whatever  connected  with  this 
resolution.  And  for  the  most  dedaive  of  all 
reasons,  viz.,  in  its  very  nature  it  cannot  be  the 
subject  of  legislation.  If  it  can,  I  should  be 
glad  to  be  informed  how.  The  protest,  tiiere- 
fore,  is  no  interference  with  any  business  pend- 
ing before  the  Senate. 

Another  oljeotion  is  made  to  receiving  this 
paper,  for  the  reason  that  it  oontuns  the  pro- 
ceedings and  resotnttons  cS  tiie  Legislatures  of 
tiiree  of  the.  States  this  Union,  approrliu^  in 
the  most  unequivocal  terms,  the  course  orthe 
Executive,  which  has  been  here  the  suljeot  of 
condemnation.  It  also  states  the  &c£,  truly, 
that  four  Senators  from  these  States  voted  for 
the  resolution,  and  that  had  their  votes  been 
cast  against  it,  it  wonld  not  have  been  adopted. 
But  the  Preddent,  in  thus  referring  to  these 
resolutions  and  instructions,  expressly  disclaims 
and  repudiates  all  authority  or  design  to  inter- 
fere with  the  responsibility  due  from  members 
of  the  Senate  to  thar  own  oonsolences,  their 
constituents,  and  th^  country.  Tet  gentie- 
men  charge  nim,  not  withstanding  this  emphatic 
dbdaimer,  with  the  very  denga  he  repudiates. 
"Where  a  pore  and  jnstifiable  motive  can  be  as- 
H^ed  for  any  particular  tranaactiou,  it  is  the 
part  and  course  of  innooence  and  Jostice  to 
assign  it,  rather  than 'a  corrupt  one. 

This  is  more  especially  necessary  to  avoid 
the  suspicion  that  we  reason  &om  our  own  in- 
firmities to  those  of  others.  Is  it  at  all  strange 
that  the  Exeontive,'  attacked  in  all  the  various 
ways  which  an  ingenious  and  talented  opposi- 
tion could  devise,  and  who  had  been  con- 
demned,  too,  by  a  vote  of  a  co-ordinate  braiudi. 
of  the  GoTemment,  should,  in  the  progreai  of 
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a  defence  agunst  bis  accusers  aud  their  accusa- 
tions, avail  himself  of  all  the  respectable  au- 
thorities within  his  reach,  to  sustain  the  sound- 
ness of  his  principles  and  the  correctness  of  his 
conduct  t  And  wHat  authority,  in  this  coun- 
try, is  more  to  be  relied  on,  in  the  construction 
of  the  eonstitntion,  than  that  at  the  States  (tf 
the  Union,  who  alone  have  the  power  to  alter 
and  amoad  iti  The  Frendent  says  that  the 
facts  belongs  to  the  history  oi  the  proceediDg& 
and  are  important  to  the  jnst  developmoat  of 
the  principles  and  interests  involved  inthei% 
as  well  as  to  the  proper  indication  d  the  Ex- 
ecutive department.  No  other  motive  could 
have  existed  than  the  one  stated.  All  the 
facts  were  known  to  the  world;  had  been 
avowed  by  the  Senators  concerned,  on  this 
floor,  and  they  justified  their  coutinned  dis- 
obedience to  tiie  instmctions  of  tiieir  several 
Legislatures,  The  object  of  the  Freadent  was^ 
to  present  to  the  country  his  defence  in  a  oon- 
ne^ed  form,  and  in  a  mode,  too,  which  wonld 
pnpetoate  It  throngh  all  tixaa  to  come. 

^e  resoInticHis  wAr  before  us,  charge  upoa 
the  President  another  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution, in  sen^ag  to  ns  his  d^ence  and  protest, 
for  which  he  is  now  upon  trial  ag^n,  without 
any  opportnnity  of  defending  himself  and  he  is 
about  to  be  tried  and  condemned  for  presetting 
a  paper  which  we  may,  aud  probably  shall,  re- 
fuse to  receive.  So  inexpressibly  sublimated  is 
the  dignity  of  this  august  body,  that  we  may 
well  expect  a  proposition  to  condemn  the  Exec- 
utive for  violations  of  the  constitution,  when- 
ever he  shall  look  at  the  Oi^itoL  But  of  all  the 
extraordinary  pretensions  which  any  touu^  of 
any  free  Government  ever  set  up,  is  the  one 
ooDtained  in  one  of  the  Tesolntaons  dedaring 
that  the  President  bad  violated  the  privileges  <rf 
the  Senate,  for  daring  to  ^estion  the  infiBmbiU^ 
of  their  opinions  and  decisions.  Gentlemen,  too, 
with  a  wisdom  and  research  which  marks  the 
course  of  the  opposition  to  the  present  admin- 
istration, ref^r  us  to  the  British  history  of  par* 
liamentsjy  proceedings  to  show  that  the  King 
cannot  interfere  with  pending  subjects  of  l^;iB- 
Ution  before  the  House  of  Lords  f 

Tet,  we  have  not  been  shown  a  case  where  the 
Lords  have  conridered  th^  privileges  violated 
by  the  King's  sending  his  defence  and  protest  to 
them  upoa  a  matter  determined,  and  no  Itmger 
pending  in  a  legislative  shape,  as  was  the  ease 
with  the  resolution  against  whuh  our  r^HibUcan 
President  protests. 

Let  us  examhie,  however,  the  British  doctrine 
of  parliamentary  privilege.  Hie  only  definition 
of  privilege  which  I  have  ever  met  with,  is  that 
given  by  Sir  John  Fortea^ne,  described  by  fflaek- 
stone,  as  follows : 

"  Tbe  pririleges  of  Fsriisment  are  Ukewte  very 
large  and  indefimte.  And,  therefore,  when,  in  SI 
Henry  ^tb,  the  House  of  Lords  propounded  a 

Jueation  to  the  Judges  concerning  them,  the  Chief 
ustice,  Sir  John  Fortesque,  in  the  name  of  Ui 
brethren,  declared  that  tiiey  on^t  not  to  make 
ansirer  to  thatque^on;  fiw  it  bui  not  been  used 
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tforedme,  that  the  joatices  Bhoiild  ia  an^  wise  de- 
temiue  the  priTileges  of  the  hish  court  of  FariU- 
ment.  For  it  ie  to  high  and  mighty  io  its  oature, 
that  ft  ma;  make  lav ;  and  that  which  b  law,  it  mav 
make  no  law ;  and  the  determinaUon  and  knowl- 
edge of  that  ^TOege  belongs  to  the  Lords  of  Par- 
Euient,  and  not  to  the  juatices." 

To  exemplify  this  doctxine,  I  Iiato  looked 
into  the  practice  <^  the  Britjeh  Parliament  upon 
thia  ^eir  theory,  and  now  beg  leave  to  read  to 
the  Senate  a  case  from  an  old  standard  English 
work,  called  "Lez  Parliamentarian 

"Johnson,  a  servant  to  Bit  James  Wbitloek,  a 
member  of  the  Commons  Honse,  was  amsted  upon 
aa  execQtion  by  Hoore  and  Lock,  who,  bdng  told 
that  Se  James  Whitlock  was  a  Paitianient  man, 
V^^Sk,  one  -of  the  prosecntors,  eaUA  he  had  known 
greater  men's  men  than  Sir  Jamee  Whitloek'a  taken 
fltnn  their  master's  heela  in  Parliament  times.  This 
appearing^  Lock  and  Hoore  were  called  Into  the 
iMir,  and  by  Uie  judgment  of  the  Hooae  were  sen- 
tenced, first,  that  at  the  bar  they  should  ask  for> 
l^veness  of  the  Hbise  and  of  Sir  James  Wbhloek, 
on  their  knees;  secondly,  that  thev  sboidd  both 
ride  won  one  hone,  bareJiacked,  back  to  back, 
from  Westminster  to  the  Exchange,  with  papers  on 
their  breasts,  an4. this  inscription:  For  arresting  a 
■errant  of  a  member  of  the  Commons  House  of  Par- 
liament; and  this  to  be  done  ttdeiUi  emia.  Which 
sentence  was  pronounced  by  Mr.  Speaker  agitinst 
iham  at  the  bar,  npon  their  neee." 

Thos  we  see,  Mr  President,  something  of  the 
character  of  the  privileges  of  an  English  Par- 
liament, and  it  is  by  the  aid  of  such  anthoritj 
that  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide  that  the 
Freddent  of  the*  Umted  States  has  committed 
a  breach  of  the  i^ivO^ea  d  the  Senate,  in 
■virtue  of  our  power  derived  fhan  onr  Ennish 
prototype,  to  make  that  which  is  law  no  law, 
and  vice  versBu  Can  we  ntpeal  to  nothing  more 
rational  t  Have  not  the  iramers  of  oar  consti- 
tntion  given  us  all  the  security  which  reason 
and  liberty  require  ?  The  constitution  has  se- 
cured to  each  House  of  Oongresa,  in  express 
terms — 

1st.  The  privily  of  freedom  from  arrest  of 
the  persons  of  members. 

2d.  Exemption  from  question  elsewhere  for 
what  is  said  in  the  House. 

8d.  Power  over  their  own  members  and  pro- 

^^AslSstrative  of  tlus  -view  of  onr  privileges, 
mffiar  me  to  read  an  extract  from  Jefforson's 
Vauial: 

"The  editor  of  the  Aurora  ha^ng,  in  Us  paper 
of  February  19th,  1800,  Inserted  some  paragraphs 

defkmatoiy  of  ihe  Senate,  and  Called  In  his  appear- 
ance, he  was  ordered  to  be  committed.  In  debat- 
ing the  legality  of  this  order,  it  was  inristed,  in  sup- 
port of  it,  that  every  man,  by  the  law  of  nature, 
and  every  body  of  men,  possesses  the  right  of  self- 
debnee ;  that  all  pablic  fdncdonaries  are  essentially 
Invested  with  the  powers  of  self-preservation ;  that 
they  have  an  inherent  right  to  do  all  acts  necessary 
to  keep  themselves  in  a  condition  to  disclurge  the 
trusts  confided  to  them ;  tlut,  wheaever  authorities 
are  given,  the  means  of  carrying  them  Into  ezeeotiui 


are  given  by  necessary  imidication ;  that  thus  we 
see  the  British  Parliament  exercise  the  right  of  pnu' 
idling  contempts ;  all  the  State  Legislatures  exer- 
cise the  same  power;  and  every  court  does  the 
same;  tliat  if  we  have  it  not,  we  sit  at  the  mercy 
of  every  intruder  who  may  entrt  oar  doors  or 
gallery,  and  by  iujUm  and  tanndt,  render  pro- 
cee^g  in  badness  impracticable ;  tiut,  If  our  tran> 
qtdDIty  ia  to  l>e  perpetually  disturbed  by  newspaper 
de&maUon,  it  will  not  be  posnble  to  exercise  our 
functions  with  the  requisite  coohiess  and  delibera- 
tion; and  that  we  must,  therefore,  have  a  power 
to  punish  these  dtstorbers  <tf  onr  peace  and  pro- 
ceedings. 

"To  tUs  it  was  answered  that  the  Parliament 
and  oonrts  of  England  have  cognizance  of  contempts 
by  the  express  provisions  of  their  law;  that  the 
State  Leghdaturea  Imve  equal  authority,  because 
their  powers  are  {denary ;  they  represent  their  con- 
stituents.completely,  and  possess  all  their  powers,  ex- 
cept such  aa  their  constituents  have  exjvMsly  denied 
them ;  that  the  courts  of  the  several  States  liava 
the  same  powers  by  the  laws  of  their  States,  and 
those  of  the  Federal  Qovemment  by  the  same  State 
laws  adopted  in  each  State,  by  a  law  of  Congress ; 
tlut  none  of  these  bodies,  therefore,  derive  those 
powers  i^m  natural  or  necessary  right,  but  from 
express  law ;  that  Congress  have  no  such  natural 
or  necessary  power,  or  any  powers  bat  saoh  as  are 
^ven  them  by  the  constitution ;  that  that  liaa  given 
uem,  directiy,  exemption  from  personal  arrest,  ex- 
emption from  question  elsewhere  for  what  is  said  in 
their  House,  and  power  over  their  own  memt>ers 
and  proceedings ;  for  tbese  no  further  law  is  neces- 
sary— the  c<Histitation  being  the  law ;  that,  more- 
over, by  the  artide  of  tiie  Gonstitntion  which  author^ 
ixes  them  *to  make  all  lam  neoessary  and  proper 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  powers  vested  hy 
the  constitution  in  them,'  they  may  provide  by  law 
for  an  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  ftmctiona — e.  g. 
for  the  punishment  of  contempts,  or  afiHys  or 
tumult  in  their  presence,  &c,,— but,  till  the  law  l>e 
made,  it  does  not  exist,  and  does  not  exist  frmn 
their  own  neglect ;  that  in  the  mean  time,  however, 
they  are  not  unprotected,  the  or^ary  ma^rates 
and  coivts  of  taw  being  open  and  competent  to 
punish  all  niyastifiable  disturbances  or  defamation^ 
and  even  their  own  sergeant,  who  may  appoint 
deputies  ad  IMivm  to  aid  him,  (8  Qrey  69, 147,  256,) 
ia  equal  to  small  distaibances.  That  in  requiring  a 
previous  law,  the  constitution  had  regard  to  the  In* 
violability  of  the  citizen,  as  well  aa  of  the  member : 
as,  should  one  House,  in  the  r^ular  form  of  a  bUl, 
aim  at  too  broad  pririleges,  it  may  be  checked  by 
the  other,  and  both  by  the  Preadent ;  and  also  as, 
the  law  t>eiDg  promolgated,  the  citizen  will  know 
bow  to  avoid  offence.  But  if  oae  branch  may 
assume  its  own  privileges  without  control ;  if  it  may 
do  it  on  the  spar  of  the  occadon,  conceal  the  law 
in  its  own  breast,  and  after  the  fiuit  committed, 
make  its  sentence  both  the  law  and  the  Judgment 
on  that  fact;  if  the  offence  is  to  Iw  kept  undefined, 
and  to  bo  declared  only  ex  re  nata,  and  according 
to  the  passions  of  the  moment,  and  there  being  no 
fimitation,  eititer  in  the  manner  or  measure  of  the 
punishment,  the  condition  of  tiie  ^len  will  1m 
perlkras  indeed.  WUch  of  these  doctrines  is  to 
pevail,  time  will  decide.  Where  there  is  no  fixed 
law,  the  judgment  on  any  particular  case  is  tiie  law 
of  that  pwUeolaroase  only,  and  dies  with  it.  When 
a  new  ind  even  a  rimHar  case  arises,  the  Judgment 
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which  fs  to  nuke,  and  «t  the  ume  tame  apply  the 
law,  it  open  to  qoealion  and  conrideration,  m  are 
all  new  laws.  Perhaps  Congress  in  the  mean  time, 
in  their  care  for  the  eafety  of  the  dtizeo,  as  well  as 
that  for  their  own  protection,  m&j  declare  by  law 
what  is  necessary  and  proper  to  enable  them  to 
carry  into  execution  the  powers  rested  in  them, 
and  thereby  hang  np  a  rule  for  ^e  inspecUon  of  all 
whidi  may  direct  ttw  conduct  of  the  oitixen,  and  at 
the  same  time  test  the  ^adgmcnts  they  shall  them* 
h1t«b  pronounce  in  their  own  case." 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that,  nntil  Oongress  shall 
psBB  laws  regi&ting  its  privilegea,  we  mnst  look 
tUxaw  at  the  ename rated  grants  of  prlTileges  in 
the  oonstitntion,  and  to  the  ordinar?  jndioial 
teibmials,  for  onr  necessary  protection  and  safety. 
The  only  interference  witii  the  doctrines  of 
Jefferson,  upon  this  point,  happened  in  a  deci- 
non  of  the  Snpreme  Ooort  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  case  of  Anderson  ts.  Dunn.  Although 
that  opinion  does  not,  In  the  slightest  d^^ree, 
tonch  the  privilege  now  for  tiie  firat  time  claim- 
ed in  this  or  any  other  conntry,  yet  I  most  say, 
I  am  not  reconciled  to  its  doctxines.  I  under- 
stand the  doctrine  of  that  case  to  he,  not  only 
tttat  the  power  of  pnnietunent  for  contempts  is 
implied  from  neceadty,  bnt  that  the  degree  of 
ponialmient  ia  only  limited  "to  the  least poadble 
power  adequate  to  the  which  can  mean 

nothing  more  nor  leas  tlian  a  power  of  punish- 
ment to  any  extent  which  the  aOBnidea  party 
may  deem  adequate. 

That  case,  however,  {bmisfaes  a  principle  to- 
tally at  war  with  the  present  charge  upon  the 
President,  of  breach  of  privilege.  The  court 
declare  '*  that  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  power 
to  institute  a  prosecution  mnst  be  dependent 
upon  Uio  power  to  punish."  What  punishmwt, 
let  me  ask,  can  one  co-ordinate  bruioh  of  this 
Qovenmient  inflict  upon  another?  We  can 
have  no  hedtation  in  oadding  upon  what  some 
of  hia  triers  for  this  breach  of  privilege  would 
deem  "adequate"  punialiment,  if  tiie  power  to 
pnniflh  ensted.  Uore  than  one  of  his  triers 
have  already  declared,  that  President  Jackson 
has  done  that,  in  regard  to  this  bank,  which, 
if  done  by  a  Britiab  monarch,  woold  have 
brought  his  head  to  the  block.  Host  righteous 
and  mercifol  judges  I  The  President's  only  of- 
fence is,  that  he  has  presented  a  Tiew  of  his 
own  rights  and  powers,  in  opposition  to  the 
expressed  opinions  of  the  Senate,  which  no 
Senator  has  or  can  answer,  except  by  declaring 
that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege  I 
And  this  result  is  arrived  at  not  from  any  view 
of  our  own  oonstitation  and  laws,  but  from  re- 
searches into  Uie  unadulterated  nonsense  of  the 
privileges  of  a  British  Parliament. 

I  cannot  conclude^  sir,  without  remarking 
upon  the  unkind  crincisma  of  gentiemen  npon 
the  alluBions  which  the  -President  makes,  in 
instification  of  his  patriotic  motives,  to  the  en- 
during memorials  of  that  contest  in  which  Amer- 
ican liberty  was  purchased,  which  he  now  bears 
upon  his  bosom.  This,  too,  is  charged  to  have 
been  done  with  the  low  dengn  of  enlisting  the 


feeliDgs  of  the  people  on  his  side  in  this  oon- 

trover^,  if  controversy  It  must  be  called,  and 
some  doubts  have  even  been  expressed  as  to  its 
truth.  ^vnuratmilneramHa.  Let  the  soldier 
count  his  wonnds  without  reproach.  If  this 
be  crime,  and  a  breach  of  privilege  too,  is  there 
a  revolutionary  officer  or  soldier  living,  who  is 
not  equally  guilty !  Search  your  records,  and 
ransack  the  pigeon-holes  of  your  Secretary's 
office,  find  the  name  of  every  one  who  has 
presented  a  petition  to  you,  and  then  send 
your  sergeant-at-arms  to  bring  them  into  your 
chamber.  Arrugn,  try,  condemn,  punish,  and 
incarcerate  tiiem ;  then  put  a  tongue  in  every 
wound  you  see,  and  teach  it  to  hoaannabs 
to  the  all-pervading,  all-abaorUng,  tranaoendent^ 
omni^ient,  omnipotent  privileges  of  the  Senate. 
It  is  the  duty  of  patriotism  to  the  renuiant 
of  our  revolutionary  veterans  to  leave  us  all 
the  evidences  of  the  hardship  and  dangers  of 
the  struggle  though  which  they  passed.  Never 
did  Desdemona  listen  with  a  more  greedy  ear 
to  the  tales  of  Othello's  disastrous  chances,  than 
we,  in  our  childhood,  to  the  recitals  of  tiie  bat- 
tles, sieges,  and  fortunes  of  oar  revolutionary 
heroes :  "  so  well  their  words  become  tiiem  as 
their  wounds ;  they  smacked  of  honor  both." 
W  hen  they  have  gone,  let  us  repeat  th^  stories  to 
our  progeny,  till  we  see  the  tear  of  gratitude  glis- 
tening in  th«Ar  eyea,  and  their  countenances  light- 
ed up  with  a  ^ow  of  patriotism  direct  from  the 
heart.  Ilien  turn  to  uiem  the  other  side  of  the 
tapestry.  Show  them  envy,  the  malice,  unchar- 
itableness,  and  mad  ambition  of  the  wretch, 
in  human  form,  who  never  perilled  a  hair  ia 
his  country's  service,  stretching  out  his  aacri- 
legiouB  band  to  snatch  a  laurel  from  the  silvered 
brow  of  the  tgei  warrior,  inking  to  hia  eter- 
nal rest. 

TuESDAT,  April  29. 
SiffMn  to  IHttrm  PetUionM. 

Hr.  Oeat  moved  to  take  up  the  report  oon- 
tdninff  an  account  of  the  aggregate  number  ot 
individuals  who  had  signed  memorials  for  and 
against  the  United  States  Bank.  By  the  report, 
it  appears  tiiat  114,914  persons  had  petitioned 
for  relief  from  the  distress  consequent  up<m  the 
late  act  of  the  Executive,  and  8,721  had  pre- 
sented memoriats  of  an  opposite  ^iumwter. 
Mr.  0.  moved  that  the  report  be  printed,  with 
1,000  additional  copies. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  would  like  to  know  how  many 
persona  had  signed  memorials  from  the  city  (u 
PhOaddphia. 

The  moretary  intimated  that  he  could  not 
immediately  give  tiiis  information.  The  account 
of  the  meetings  in  PMladelphia  was  not  in  a 
condensed  form — was  scattered  over  the  report. 

Mr.  FoBSTTHthen,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  would  move  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table  until  to-morrow.  He  would 
examine  it  in  the  mean  time,  and  procure  the 
information  be  required. 

Mr.  Out  had  no  olgeotiim. 
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Kr.  PonTDEZTBB,  with  the  leave  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  PenQBylvania,  would  make  a  report 
The  Oommittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
refured  the  p^titm  of  286  Poles,  reoentiy  ar- 
lived  ta  this  oountry,  had  intnuted  him  to 
make  a  report,  accompanied  with  a  hill.  The 
oommittee  did  not  recognize  the  policy  of  grant- 
ing land,  genera31y,  to  foreigners  who  son^ht 
range  on  these  shores ;  hnt  were  of  opinion 
that  an  exception  shoold  be  made  in  favor  of 
tiie  gallant  and  unfortunate  strangers,  in  the 

f resent  case.  After  passing  a  eolo^um  upon 
'olwd  and  her  noble  sons,  the  report  went  on 
to  describe  the  peculiar  case  of  the  petitioners, 
and  oondnded  by  recommending  wat  a  por- 
tton  of  land  be  granted  to  Qiem  in  Hiobigan,  or 
some  other  suitable  Territory.  Mr.  P.  si^d  he 
wonld  aak  that  the  UU  he  had  presented  be 
made  a  spedtl  order  fbr  Tbm«d^  we^  If 
any  thing  were  done  in  this  nutter^  it  was  nec- 
essary that  it  should  be  done  qmckly.  The 
early  attention  of  the  Senate  would  enable  the 
House  to  act  upon  the  sul^jeot  daring  the  pres- 
ent session. 
The  proportion  was  agreed  to. 


WsmncsDAT,  April  80. 

PntidenVt  Proteat. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  con^d^'a- 
tion  the  special  order,  bdng  the  resolntions 
ofifered  by  Mr.  PomaanSB,  as  modified  by  Ur. 
Olat; 

The  qaestion  bdng  on  the  motion  of  Ur. 
Bibb  to  amend — 

Mr.  Out  rose.  Never,  sud  he,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, have  I  known  or  read  of  an  administra- 
tion which  expires  with  so  much  agony,  and  so 
little  composure  and  resignation,  as  that  which 
now  unfortunately  has  the  control  of  public 
affairs  in  this  country.  It  exhibits  a  state  of 
mind,  feverish,  fretful,  and  fidgety,  bounding 
recklessly  from  one  desperate  expedient  to  an- 
other, without  any  sober  or  settled  purpose, 
Ever  since  the  dog-da^  of  last  summer,  it  has 
been  making  a  suooeasion  of  the  moat  extrava- 
gant plunges,  of  which  the  extraordinary  cabi- 
net paper,  a  sort  of  i^peal  from  a  dissenting 
cabinet  to  the  people,  was  the  first;  and  the 
protest,  a  direct  appeal  from  the  Senate  to  the 
people,  is  the  last  and  the  worse. 

A  new  philosophy  has  sprung  up  within  a 
few  years  past,  called  phrenology.  There  is,  I 
believe,  something  in  it,  but  not  quite  as  much 
as  its  ardent  followers  proclaim.  According 
to  its  doctrines,  tiie  leading  passion,  propensity, 
and  oharaoteiiatics,  of  every  man  are  developed 
in  his  phynoal  conformation,  chiefly  in  the 
■trnoture  «  his  head.  Gall  and  Spurzheim,  its 
founders,  or  most  eminent  propagators,  being 
dead,  I  regret  that  neither  of  them  can  examine 
the  bead  of  our  illustrious  Ohlef  Ma^strate. 
Bat|  if  it  could  be  surveyed  by  Br.  OaldweU,  Ot 
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Transylvania  University,  I  am  persuaded  that 
he  would  find  the  organ  of  destructiveness  prom- 
inentiy  developed.  Except  an  enormous  fabric 
of  Executive  power  for  himself,  the  President 
has  built  up  nothing,  constructed  nothing,  and 
will  leave  no  enduring  monummt  (tf  his  admin- 
istaratlon.  He  goes  for  destruction,  universal 
destruction ;  and  it  seems  to  he  his  greatest 
ambition  to  efface  and  obliterate  every  trace 
of  the  wisdom  of  his  predecessors.  He  has  dis- 
played this  remarkable  trait  throughout  his 
whole  life,  whether  in  private  walks  or  in  the 

Enblio  service.  He  signally  and  gloriously  ex- 
ibited  that  peculiar  organ  when  contending 
against  the  enemies  of  his  country  in  the  batUe 
of  New  Orleans.  For  that  brilliant  exploit,  no 
one  has  ever  been  more  ready  tt^  myself  to 
award  him  all  due  honor.  At  the  head  of  our 
armies  was  his  appropriate  portion,  and  most 
unfortunate  for  his  fame  was  the  da^  when  he 
entered  on  the  carew  of  adnunistratum  as  the 
ohief  Executive  officer.  He  lives  1^  excite- 
ment, perpetual,  agitating  eidtement,  and 
would  die  in  a  state  of  perfect  repose  and 
tranquillity.  He  has  never  been  without  some 
subjoot  of  attack,  either  in  individuals,  or  in 
masses,  or  in  institutions,  I  have  been  myself 
one  of  his  fovorites,  and  I  do  not  know  hut  that 
I  have  recently  recommended  myself  to  his 
special  regard.  During  his  administration  this 
bias  been  his  constant  course.  The  Indians  and 
Indian  policy,  internal  improvements,  the  colo- 
nial trade,  the  Supreme  Court,  Congress,  the 
hank,  have  successively  experienced  the  attacks 
of  Ms  haughty  and  imperions  spirit.  And  if 
he  tramples  the  hank  in  the  dus^  my  word  for 
it,  we  shall  see  him  quickly  in  chase  of  some 
new  subject  of  his  vengeance.  This  is  the  gen- 
uine spirit  of  conquerors  and  of  conquest  It  is 
said  by  tiie  biographer  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
that,  after  be  had  completed  his  Asiatic  con- 
quests, he  seemed  to  sigh  because  there  were 
no  more  worlds  for  him  to  subdue ;  and,  finding 
without  no  further  employment  for  Ms  valor 
or  his  arms,  he  turned  within  himself  to  search 
the  means  to  gratify  his  insatiable  thirst  of 
glory.  What  sort  of  conquest  he  achieved  of 
himself,  the  same  biM;r^her  tragically  records. 

Already  has  the  Inendent  sm^ea  out  and 
designated,  in  tiie  Senate  of  tiie  United  States, 
the  new  object  of  his  hostile  pursuit ;  and  the 
protest,  which  I  am  now  to  consider,  is  his  de- 
claration of  war.  What  has  provoked  it  f  The 
Senate,  a  component  part  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  at  its  last  adjournment  left 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  in  the  safe 
custody  of  tiie  persons  and  places  assi^ed  by 
law  to  keep  it.  Upon  re-assembling,  it  found 
the  treasure  removed ;  some  of  its  goardlans 
displaced;  all,  remaining,  brought  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  President's  sole  will : 
and  the  Framdent  having  free  and  unot»tmoted 
acoesa  to  tiie  pnblio  mon«y.  The  Senate  be- 
lieves that  the  pnrse  (tf  the  nation  is,  by  the 
constitution  and  lavs, introBted  tothe  exdunve 
legidatiTe  care  of  Oongresi.  It  has  dared  to 
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avow  and  Koiress  this  opinion,  in  a  reac^Dtion 
adopted  cm  the  28th  Uaroh  last.  That  resola- 
tion  was  preceded  by  a  debate  of  three  months' 
duration,  in  the  progress  of  which,  the  able 
and  zealous  supporters  of  the  EzecutiTe  in  the 
Senate,  were  attentively  heard.  Every  argu- 
ment which  their  ample  resources,  or  those  of 
the  memhers  of  the  Executive,  could  supply, 
was  listened  to  with  respect,  and  duly  weighed. 
After  fall  deliberation,  the  Senate  expressed  its 
conviction  that  the  Executive  had  violated  the 
constitntion  and  laws.  It  cautiously  refrained, 
in  the  resolution,  from  all  examination  into  the 
motives  or  intention  of  the  ExeoaUve ;  it  ascrib- 
ed no  bad  ones  to  him;  it  restricted  itself  to  a 
idmple  declaration  of  its  solemn  belief  that  the 
constitution  and  laws  had  i>een  violated.  This 
is  the  extent  of  the  oflence  of  the  Senate.  This 
is  what  it  has  done  to  excite  the  Execntire  in- 
dignation, and  to  bring  upon  it  the  infliction  of 
the  denunciatory  protest. 

The  President  comes  down  upon  tiie  Senate, 
and  demands  that  it  record  upon  its  Journal  this 

Erotest  He  recommends  no  measure — no  l^ls- 
ition  whatever.  He  proposes  no  Executive 
proceeding  on  the  pfart  of  the  Senate.  He  re- 
quests the  recording  of  his  protest,  and  be  re- 

rsts  nothhig  more  nor  leas.  The  Senate  has 
tfuned  from  pattiox  on  its  own  record  anj 
Tm^oation  of  resolntion  of  wUcih  the  Prera- 
dent  complains.  It  haa  not  asked  of  him  to 

Elaoe  it,  where  he  says  he  has  put  his  protest, 
1  tiie  archives  of  the  Executive.  He  desires, 
tiier^ore,  to  be  done  for  him,  on  the  Journal 
of  the  Bfmate,  what  has  not  been  done  for  it- 
self.  The  Senate  keeps  no  recording  office  for 

?rotests,  deeds,  wills,  or  other  iDstromeuts. 
he  constitution  ei^oinsthat  "  each  Honse  shall 
keep  a  Journal  of  ita  proceedings."  In  conform- 
ity witii  this  rec^uirement,  tiie  Senate  does 
keep  a  Journal  of  its  proceedings — not  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Executive,  or  any  other  depart- 
ment m  the  GoTemment,  except  ao  &r  aa  they 
rel^  directly  to  business  the  Senate. 
The  President  eometimes  profesaes  to  ftror  a 
attict  ooDstmcUon  of  the  oonatitation,  at  least 
in  r^ard  to  the  powers  of  all  the  departments  of 
the  Government  other  than  that  of  which  he  is 
the  chief.  As  to  that,  he  is  the  greatest  latitudi- 
narian  that  has  ever  filled  the  office  of  President. 
Upon  any  fair  construction  of  the  constitution, 
how  can  the  Senate  be  caUed  upon  to  record 
upon  its  Journal  any  proceedings  but  its  own  f 
It  is  true,  that  the  ordinary  Messages  of  the 
I^sident  are  usually  inserted  at  large  in  the 
Journal.  Strictly  speaking,  it  perhaps  ought 
never  to  have  been  done ;  bat  uey  have  been 
heretofora  registered,  because  th^  relate  to  the 

gmeial  bo^eaa  of  ue  Senate,  either  in  its  l^s- 
tive  or  exeontive  character,  and  have  been 
the  batda  sabaequent  proceedings.  The  pro- 
test stands  upon  totally  distinct  ground. 

The  President  professes  to  consider  himself 
as  charged,  by  the  r^lution,  with  "  the  high 
crime  <n  violating  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
my  country,"  He  declares  that  "  one  of  the 


moat  important  branches  of  the  Government 
in  its  omdal  capacify,  in  a  public  manner,  ana 
by  its  reowded  sentence,  but  without  preoedenti 
competent  authority^  or  just  cause,  declares  him 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  laws  and  constitution." 
The  protest  further  alleges,  that  such  an  act  as 
the  constitution  describes  "  constitutes  a  high 
crime — one  of  the  highest,  indeed,  which  we 
President  can  commit — a  crime  which  justly 
exposes  him  to  an  impeachment  1^  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives ;  and,  upon  dne  conviction, 
to  removal  from  office,  and  to  the  complete  and 
immutable  disfranchisement  prescribed  by  the 
constitution."  It  also  asserts:  "^e  resolu- 
tion, then,  was  an  impeachment  of  the  Presi- 
dent ;  and  in  its  passage  amonuta  to  a  declarar 
tion  by  a  m^onty  of  the  Senate,  that  he  is 
guilty  of  an  impeachable  offence."  The  Fred- 
dent  ia  also  of  opinion  "  that  the  resolntion 
does  not  expressly  allege  that  the  aasnmption 
of  power  and  authority  which  it  condemns,  was 
intentional  and  corrupt,  is  no  answer  to  the 
preceding  view  of  its  character  and  effect  The 
act  thus  condemned  necessarily  implies  volitioa 
and  design  in  the  iudividual  to  whom  it  is  im- 
puted ;  and,  bein^  lawful  in  its  character,  the 
legal  oondosioa  is,  tiiat  it  was  prompted  by 
Improper  motives  and  committed  with  an  on- 
lawftif  intent."  •  ♦  ♦  •  •  "The  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Btatea,  Uterefive,  haa  been, 
by  a  nuuorify  of  his  oonstitational  triers,  ac- 
cused and  fotmd  guilty  of  an  impeachable  of- 
fence." 

Sudi  are  the  deliberate  views,  entertained  by 
the  President,  of  the  implications,  effocta,  axA 
consequences  of  the  resolution.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  say  that  tiiey  are  totally  different 
from  any  whi(£  were  entertained  by  the  Sen- 
ate, or  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  llie 
Senate  carefully  abstained  from  looking  into  the 
quo  oTtifno,  from  all  examination  into  the  mo- 
tives or  intention  with  which  the  violation  of 
the  oonatitntion  and  laws  was  made.  No  <me 
knows  those  motives  and  intentions  better  than 
tiie  Freddent  himselC  If  he  chooses  to  anp|dy 
the  onaaAoa  of  the  reacdntioD ;  if  he  thmks 
proper  to  pronounce  his  own  self-ocmdemna- 
tion;  his  guilt  does  not  flow  from  what  the 
Senate  has  done,  but  from  his  own  avowal. 
Having  cautiously  avoided  to  pass  upon  his 
guilt  by  pre-judgment,  so  neither  ought  his  ao- 
quittal  to  be  pronounced  by  anticipation. 

Bat,  I  would  ask,  in  what  tone,  temper,  and 
spirit,  does  the  President  come  to  the  Senate  t 
As  a  great  state  culprit,  who  has  been  arraigned 
at  the  bar  of  justice,  or  sentenced  as  guuty  t 
Does  he  manifest  any  of  those  compunctions 
viutings  of  conscience  which  a  gallty  violator 
of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  land  on^t 
to  feel  I  Does  he  address  himself  to  a  high 
court  vlth  the  respect,  to  say  notiiing  of  hu- 
mility, which  a  person  accused  or  convicted 
would  naturally  feel )  No,  no.  He  comes  as 
if  the  Senate  were  guilty ;  and  as  if  he  were  in 
the  jadgment  seat,  and  the  Senate  stood  aconsed 
before  him.  He  amdgns  the  Sraato;  puts  it 
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upon  trial ;  condeniDB  it :  he  comee  as  if  be  felt 
himself  elevated  far  above  the  Senate,  and  be- 
yond all  reach  of  the  law,  snrronnded  by  nnap- 
proacfaable  impnnity.  He  who  profesaea  to  be 
an  innocent  and  injored  man,  gravely  acooaes 
the  Senate,  and  modestly  asks  It  to  pat  upon 
its  own  recford  his  sentence  at  condemnation  I 
When  before  did  the  arraigned  or  convicted 
party  demand  of  the  court  which  was  to  try, 
or  bad  condemned  him,  to  enter  upon  theii; 
records  a  severe  denunciation  of  their  own  con- 
dnct  (  The  President  presents  himself  before 
the  Senate,  not  in  the  garb  Ot  snffering  Inno- 
cence, bnt  in  imperial  and  royal  eoetome — as  a 
dictator,  to  rebnke  a  refractory  Senate ;  to  com- 
mand it  to  record  bis  solemn  protest;  to  chaa- 
tise  it  for  disobedience. 

hauta  of  DrinoMUaa  olwdlcBO*, 
80  mub  tbejr lo?s  it ;  1»it  to  MnbbotB  i^li 
Tb«y  wwtU,  mnd  grow  at  tenfble  m  ■tonus." 

We  shaU  better  comprehend  the  nature  of  the 
request  which  the  Freddent  has  made  of  the 
Senate,  l^refiBrring  to  hisown<^iini(msan>ree8- 
ed  in  the  protest  He  says  that  the  resolution 
is  a  recorded  sentenoe,  "bat  without  precedent, 
Jost  canse,  or  oompetent  authority.  He  "  is 
perfectly  convinced  that  the  diaouarion  and  pas- 
sage of  the  above-mentioned  resolutions  were 
not  only  unauthorized  by  the  constitution,  but 
in  many  respects  repugnant  to  its  provisions, 
and  subversive  of  toe  rights  secured  by  it  to 
other  co-ordinate  departments/*  We  had  no 
right,  it  seems,  then,  even  to  discuss,  much  less 
express  any  opinion,  on  the  President's  pro- 
ceedings encroaching  upon  onr  oonstitntional 
powers.  And  what  HffA  had  the  Preddent  to 
look  at  all  into  our  disonssions!  Wbatbecomes 
<rftlw  constitutional  provision  which,  speaking 
d  Congress,  declares,  "  for  any  spewih  or  de- 
bate in  either  House,  they  shall  not  be  qnee- 
tioned  in  any  other  place  f " 

The  President  thinks  "  the  resolution  of  tiie 
Sraate  is  wholly  unauthorized  by  the  constitu- 
tion, and  in  derogation  of  its  entire  spirit."  He 
proclums  that  the  passage,  recording,  and  pro- 
mulgation of  the  resolution,  affixes  guilt  and 
disgrace  to  the  President,  "  in  a  manner  unau- 
thorized by  the  constitution."  But,  says  tiie 
President,  if  the  Senate  had  jnat  cause  to  enter- 
tain the  belief  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives would  not  impeaoh  him,  that  oamiot  justify 
"  tiia  assumption  by  the  Swate  of  powers  not 
owferred  1^  the  constitotion."  The  jwotest 
continues :  "  It  is  only  neoessary  to  look  at  the 
condition  in  which  the  Senate  and  the  VnA~ 
dent  have  been  placed  by  this  proceeding,  to 
perceive  its  utter  incompatibility  with  the 
provirions  and  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
and  with  tiie  pldnest  dictates  of  humanity  and 
justice."  A  majority  of  the  Senate  assume  the 
Amotion  which  belongs  to  the  Honae  of  Repre- 
seotativea,  and  "convert  themselves  into  ac- 
cusers, witnesses,  counsel,  and  judges,  and  pre- 
judge the  whole  case."  If  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentativee  shall  consider  that  there  is  no  canse 
of  impeachment,  and  pnt&t  ncaie,  "then  wiU 
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the  violation  of  privilege  as  it  respects  tiiat 
House,  of  justice  as  it  regards  the  President, 
and  of  the  constitution  as  it  relates  to  both,  be 
more  conspicuous  and  impressive."  The  Senate 
is  charged  with  the  "  unconstitutional  power 
of  arraigning  and  censuring  the  official  conduct 
of  the  Isecative."  The  people,  aaya  the  protest, 
will  be  compelled  to  adopt  the  oondodon, 
"eitiier  tibaA  the  Ghtef  Magistrate  was  un- 
worthy of  their  respect,  or  that  the  Senate  was 
chargeable  with  calumny  and  injustice."  There 
can  be  no  doubt  which  branch  of  this  alterna- 
tive was  intended  to  be  applied.  The  President, 
throughout  the  protest,  utbors  to  prove  himself 
worthy  of  all  respect  from  the  people.  Finally, 
the  President  says,  "  It  is  due  to  the  high  trust 
with  which  I  have  been  charged,  to  those  who 
may  be  called  to  succeed  me  in  it,  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  whose  constitutional 
prerogative  has  been  anlawfnlly  assumed,  to 
the  people  and  to  the  States,  and  to  the  consti- 
tnti^  uiey  have  establidied,  that  I  should  not 
permit  its  pro  visions  to  be  broken  down  by 
such  an  attack  on  the  EzeotrtiTe  department, 
without  at  least  some  effort  *  to  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend  them.* " 
'  These  are  the  opindons  which  the  President 
expresses  in  the  protest,  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Senate.  In  every  form,  and  every  variety  of 
expression,  he  accuses  it  of  violating  the  ex- 
press language  and  spirit  of  the  constitution ; 
of  encroaching  not  only  on  bis  prerogatives,  but 
those  of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  of  for- 
getting the  sacred  character  and  impartiality 
which  belong  to  the  highest  court  of  justice  in 
the  Union ;  of  injustice,  of  inhumanity,  and  of 
calnnmy.  And  we  are  politely  requested  to 
spread  upon  onr  own  Joomal  these  opinions 
entertfuned  ctf  us  by  the  President,  that  they 
may  he  perpetually  preserved  and  banded  down 
to  posterity  I  The  President  respectfully  re- 
quests it  1  He  might  as  well  have  come  to  us 
and  respectfully  rec^uested  us  to  allow  him  to 
pull  our  noses,  or  kick  us,  or  receive  his  stripes 
upon  our  backs.  The  degradation  would  not 
have  been  much  more  humiliating. 

The  President  tells  us,  in  the  same  protest, 
that  any  breach  or  violation  of  the  constitution 
and  laws,  draws  after  it,  necessarily  implies, 
volition  and  dedgn,  and  that  the  legal  conclu- 
sion is,  that  it  was  prompted  by  improper  mo- 
tives, and  committed  wiui  an  nnlawm  intent. 
He  pnmoanoea,  therefore,  that  the  Senate,  in 
the  violations  of  the  oonstitntion  which  he  de- 
liberately imputes  to  it,  is  guilty ;  that  volition 
and  design,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  are  nec- 
essarily implied ;  and  that  the  legal  conclusion 
ifl,  that  the  Senate  was  prompted  by  improper 
motives,  and  committed  the  violation  with  an 
onlawfiu  intent.  And  he  most  respectfully  aiid 
kindly  solicits  of  the  Senate  to  overleap  the 
restraint  of  the  constitution,  which  limits  its 
Journal  to  the  record  of  its  own  proceedings- 
and  place  alongside  of  them  his  sentence  of  con- 
demnation of  the  Senate. 

Tliat  the  Preddent  ^  not  intend  to  make 
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the  Joomal  of  the  Seoote  a  mediQin  of  coDvey- 
ing  his  sentiments  to  the  peo[de,  is  maQifest 
He  knows  perfecUf  well  how  to  address  to  them 
his  ^peala.  And  the  remarkable  fact  is  estab- 
lidieo,  bj  his  private  Secretary,  that,  simulta- 
neonsly  with  tLe  transmission  to  the  Senate  of 
his  protest,  a  duplicate  was  transmitted  to  the 
Globe,  his  ofStual  paper,  for  pabllcation;  and 
it  was  fbrthwith  published  ocoordingly.  For 
what  purpose,  then,  was  it  sent  here?  It  is 
painful  to  avow  the  belief  but  one  is  comj^elled 
to  think  it  was  only  sent  in  a  ^irit  of  insult 
and  defiance. 

The  President  is  not  content  with  vindicating 
his  own  rights.  He  steps  forward  to  miuntain 
the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
also.  Why  I  Vas  it  to  make  the  House  his 
and  to  excite  its  indignalioa  agunst  the 
onending  Sen^?  £a  not  the  House  perfectly 
competent  to  sustun  its  own  privileges  agunst 
every  asBanlt  f  I  should  like  to  see,  sir,  a  reso- 
lution introduced  into  the  House,  alle^ng  a 
breach  of  its  privileges  by  a  resolution  of  th» 
,  Senate,  which  was  intended  to  maintain  un vio- 
lated the  constitutional  ri^ts  of  both  Hoasea  in 
re^ird  to  the  public  parse,  and  to  he  present  at 
its  discussion. 

The  President  exhibits  great  irritation  and 
impatience  at  the  presumptaoosness  of  a  reso- 
lution, whidi,  without  the  imputation  of  any 
bad  intention  or  design,  ventures  to  allege  thftb 
he  baa  violated  the  coostitntion  and  laws.  His 
oonstitntional  and  official  infallibili^  must  not 
be  questioned.  To  controvert  it  is  an  act  of 
ii^omoe,  inhnmanity,  and  calumny.  He  is 
treated  as  a  criminal,  and,  without  summons,  he 
is  pr^udged,  condemned,  and  sentenced.  Is 
the  President  scrupulously  careful  of  the  mem- 
ory of  the  dead,  or  the  feelings  of  the  living,  in 
respect  to  violations  of  the  constitution  ?  If  a 
violation  by  him  implies  criminal  guilt,  a  vio- 
lation by  tiiem  cannot  be  innocent  and  guUtiess. 
And  how  has  the  President  treated  the  memory 
of  the  immortal  Father  of  his  Oomitry  ?  that 
great  man,  who,  for  parity  of  purpose  and 
character,  wisdom  and  moderation,  unsullied 
virtue  aiul  .unsurpassed  patriotism,  is  without 
oompetitioD  in  past  history  or  among  living 
men,  and  whose  equal  we  scarcely  dare  hope 
will  ever  be  again  presented  as  a  blessing  to 
mankind.  How  has  he  been  treated  by  the 
President  ?  Has  he  not  again  and  again  pro- 
nounced that,  by  approving  the  bill  chartering 
the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Washington 
violated  the  constitution  of  bis  country  1  That 
violation,  ^^cording  to  the  President,  included 
volition  and  design ;  was  prompted  by  improper 
motives,  and  was  committed  with  an  unlamul 
intent.  It  was  the  more  inexcusable  in  Wa^ih- 
ington,  because  he  assisted  and  presided  in  the 
ocmventioQ  which  formed  the  constitution.  If 
it  be  unjust  to  arraign,  try  unheard,  and  con- 
demn as  guilty,  a  living  man  ftlling  an  exalted 
office,  with  all  the  splendor,  power,  and  influ- 
ence which  that  ofBce  possesses,  now  much 
more  cruel  is  it  todistorb  tiie  sacred  andvener- 
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ated  ashes  of  the  illustrious  dead,  who  can 
r^se  no  voice  and  make  no  protests  against  the 
imputation  of  liigh  crime  I 

What  has  been  the  treatment  of  the  Fred- 
imi  towuds  that  other  illustrioaa  man,  yet 
spared  to  ns,  but  who  is  lingering  upon  the  very 
verge  of  eternity?  Has  he  abstained  from 
charging  the  Father  of  the  Oonstitntion  with 
criminal  intent  in  violating  tbo  constitution? 
Kr.  Madison,  like  Washington,  asfdsted  in  the 
formation  of  the  constitution ;  was  one  of  its 
ablest  expounders  and  advocates ;  and  was  op- 
posed, on  constitutional  ground,  to  the  first  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  But,  yidding  to  the  force 
of  circumstanoea,  and  especially  to  the  great 
principle,  that  tiie  peace  and  stability  of  human 
society  raqoire  that  a  eontroverted  qnestion, 
which  has  oeen  fisallj  settied  by  dl  the  depart* 
ments  of  Government  by  long  aooaiesoenoe,  and 
by  the  people  AemselTcs,  shoula  not  be  open 
to  perpetual  dispute  and  disturbance,  he  ap- 
proved the  bill  chartering  the  present  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Even  he,  the  name  of  James 
Uadison,  which  is  but  another  for  purity,  pa- 
triotism, profound  lesmiiig,  andenUghtened  ex- 
perience, cannot  esoe^  the  impatoaons  of  his 
present  successor. 

And,  lastiy,  how  often  has  he  charged  Con- 
gress itself  with  open  violations  of  the  constitu- 
tion !  Times  almost  without  number.  During 
the  present  session  he  has  sent  in  a  message,  in 
regud  to  the  land  bilL  in  which  he  has  ohar^ 
it  with  an  nndisguised  violation.  A  violation 
BO  palpf^le,  that  it  is  not  even  ^sgnised ;  and 
must,  therefore,  necessarily  imply  a  criminal  in- 
tent. Sir,  the  advisers  of  the  Preudent,  who- 
ever they  are,  deouve  him  and  themselves. 
They  have  viunly  supposed  that,  by  an  appeal 
to  the  people,  and  an  exhibition  of  the  wounds 
of  the  President,  they  could  enlist  the  sympa- 
thies and  the  commiseration  of  the  people — that 
the  name  of  Andrew  Jackson  would  bear  down 
the  Senate  and  all  opposition.  They  have  yet 
to  learn,  what  they  will  soon  learn,  that  even 
a  good  and  responsible  name  may  be  osed  so 
frequentiy,  as  an  endorser,  that  its  credit  and 
the  public  confidence  in  its  solidity,  have  been 
serionsly  impaired.  They  mistake  the  intelli- 
genoa  of  the  people,  who  are  not  pr^»ared  to 
see  and  sanction  we  President  putting  forth  in- 
discriminate charges  of  a  violation  of  tiie  con- 
stitation  against  whomsoever  he  pleases,  and 
exhibiting  nnmeasnred  ra^  and  mdigDation, 
when  lus  own  In&lliUlity  is  dared  to  be  qnes* 
tioned. 


KoNDikT,  Hay  5. 
PreBtdenVa  ProtatU 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  oonioderatifHi 
of  the  resolutions  of  Ur.  PooiDEmB,  as  mo£- 
fled  on  motion  of  Ur.  Cult  ; 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Bibb — 

Ur.  WaioHT  s^d  he  had  to  thank  the  Senate 
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for  its  indulgence  io  permitting  him  now  to 
extricate  himself  from  the  unpleasant  position 
in  which  he  had,  for  several  days,  heen  placed 
in  relation  to  the  present  debate.  When  he 
obtained  the  floor,  fonr  dajs  ago,  his  principal 
and  almost  only  object  was  to  reply  to  some 
ofthe  remarks  which  on  that  day  had  beenmade 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  KentQoky,  (Hr. 
Olat.)  Although  Mme  had  been  given  to  nun  for 
forther  rejection,  he  still  conld  not  consider  it 
his  daty  materially  to  alter  that  course.  Ihe 
proceeoingB  of  the  morning  had  evinced  to  him 
a  strong  dispontion  in  the  Smate  to  dose  the 
debate,  and  he  hoped  not  to  ocoapy  so  much  of 
their  time  as  to  show  any  other  inclination. 
In  answer  to  a  Bnggestioo*  which  had  fallen 
from  some  honorable  Senator  in  the  course  of 
the  morning,  he  believed  he  coald  say  that  the 
time  which  had  elapsed  since  be  had  been  enti- 
tled to  the  floor,  would  not  indnce  him  to  ex- 
tend his  remarks,  or  to  make  a  larger  draft 
upon  the  time  of  the  body,  than  he  shonld  have 
done,  if  he  had  been  permitted  to  succeed  the 
honorable  Senator  more  immediately.  Tbe 
delay  had  been  unpleasant  to  him,  bnt  he  had 
tried  to  improve  it  to  condense  rather  than 
extend  his  remark 

The  qnestion  before  the  Senate  was  tbe  dis- 
podtion  which  shonld  he  made,  that  body, 
of  the  paper  npon  the  table,  denominated  tbe 
Preudent's  protest 

Tbe  paper  complained  that  the  Senate  had 
pasmd  a  sentence  against  the  President,  in  its 
nature  and  character  judicial,  while  the  provis- 
ions of  tbe  constitution  had  not  been  observed 
in  the  proceeding.  It  complained  that  the 
Senate  had  virtnafly  constitated  itself  the  im- 
peaching body,  by  the  course  it  had  taken, 
whereas  the  oonsUtation  had  conferred  the 
sole  power  of  impeachment  upon  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives ;  that  it  had  proceeded  to  flnal 
jndffment  and  sentence  ^ajnst  the  accused, 
without  allowing  him  a  triu  npon  the  accusa- 
tion, or  the  privilege  of  being  heard  in  his  de- 
fence ;  that  the  laws  for  the  organization  of  the 
Senate  in  such  cases  had  not  been  observed, 
inosmnch  as  the  Ohief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  not  been  called  to  preside  over  its 
deliberations,  and  as  no  "  oath  or  aflSrmation  " 
had  been  administered  to  tbe  individual  Sena- 
tors— a  qualificatiou  which  the  constitution 
expressly  required  to  enable  them  to  sit  in  tbe 
high  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments :  and 
it  fbrtber  complained  that  the  sentence  of  the 
Senate  had  been  i»rononnced  and  made  a 
petual  record,  by  entry  upon  its  Journal,  with- 
out having  received  the  vote  of  two-tturda, 
required  bj  the  oonstitntjon  to  authorize  tbe 
Senate  to  enter  a  judgment  of  guilty  against  any 
public  officer. 

Ur.  W.  said  it  was  not  his  purpose,  at  this 
time,  to  examine  the  justice  of  these  complaints. 
Upon  a  former  occasion,  and  when  the  resolu- 
tion complmned  of  was  before  the  Senate,  he  had 
been  indulged  with  the  opportunity  to  submit  his 
views  up(m  all  the  Important  quemons  involved 
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in  tlie  paper  now  under  condderation.  The 
deliberate  conviction  of  his  own  mind  then  was, 
'  that  the  resolution  was,  and  must  be  conrid- 
ered,  judicial  in  its  character ;  that  its  passage 
must  be  held  as  a  final  judgment  upon  an  im- 
peachment for  the  offences  specified  in  it ;  and 
that  all  the  moral  consequences  of  such  a  jud^ 
ment,  upon  the  officer  agunst  whom  it  was 
directed,  might  follow  its  record  upon  the 
Journal  of  the  Senate.  He  had  not,  however, 
then  been  fortunate  enough  to  convince  the 
mriori^  ot  the  Senate  that  his  poaitiona  were 
well  taken,  and  he  had  no  hope  that  a  r^etl- 
tion  of  that  effort  would  he  attended  with  saj 
better  sucoets  now.  Upon  a  eareftd  review  of 
the  ai^nment  he  had  then  made,  he  could  not 
promise  himself  that  he  could  mend  or  strength- 
en it  by  a  repetition,  and  he  would  not  consume 
the  time  of  the  Senate  by  an  attempt  to  do  so. 
He  said  he  should  hold  himself  excused  from 
the  discussion  of  these  questions  upon  the  pres- 
ent oocadon,  even  if  he  had  not  attempts  to 
establish  them  by  argument  when  the  resolu- 
tion was  under  discussion,  because  the  communi- 
cation of  the  Proddent  aif^ed  them  at  large, 
and,  in  his  humble  Judgment,  that  paper  was 
its  own  best  defenoe  upon  these  points.  He 
had  not  heard  its  material  fects  impugned,  or 
its  reasoning  successfully  assailed ;  and  snmr 
it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  attempt  to  defend 
that  which  was  already  sufficiently  defianded. 
By  any  attempt  to  stren^ben  what  seemed  to 
him  impr^able,  he  might  impair  a  defenoe 
which  md  not  call  for  his  support. 

Hr.  W.  Bind  his  object  would  therefore  be^ 
'  to  give  to  the  Senate,  as  concisely  as  he  might, 
his  views  of  the  immediate  questions  presented 
for  their  decision,  and  then  to  proceed  in  his 
replies  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentuc^. 
In  order,  however,  that  tbe  whole  subject 
might  be  clearly  understood,  he  conddered  it 
luB  duty,  before  he  proceeded  farther,  to  correct 
one  sustoke  whieh  several  gentlemro  seemed 
to  have  fallen  into  at  the  early  part  of  the  dis- 
cussion. He  referred  more  particularly  to  boUi 
the  honorable  Senators  from  New  Jersey,  be- 
cause their  ranuks  were  more  dearly  impress- 
ed upon  his  memory.  They  had  spoken  of  the 
protest  as  embracing  and  oomplamlng  of  the 
passage  of  both  the  resolutions  offered  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Kentucky.  This  waa 
a  mistake  of  fact,  important  in  its  bearing  upon 
the  discussion.  It  had  been  seen,  npon  the  first 
appearance  of  the  paper,  that  it  was  important 
to  tiiose  who  had  sustained  the  resolntitui  com- 
plained o^  to  show  that  it  was  connected  with 
the  lej^slation  of  the  8«iat^  and  was  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  legislatiTe  action,  la  ituir 
ardor  to  show  this,  gentlemen  had  careles^  * 
blended  the  two  resolutions,  and  had  discussed 
the  communication  of  the  President  as  referring 
to  both.  This  was  not  so.  One  of  the  resoln- 
tions  merely  pronoanced  upon  the  official  con- 
duct of  the  President,  whUe  the  other  declared 
the  reasons  of  the  Seoretury  of  the  Ti^nry 
for  the  ohaitge  of  the  pnt^  depodts  from  ue 
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Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  State  banks 
**iin8atis&ctOT7  and  insufficient,"  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate.  The  hitter  resolution 
might  lead  to  legislation,  and  perhaps  was  cal- 
cnlated  to  do  so ;  for,  if  the  reasons  for  the 
change  of  tlie  deposits  were  considered  nnsatis- 
factor;',  the  Senate  might  consider  it  proper  to 
originate  a  law  or  joint  resolution  directing 
their  restoration.  Tcis  would  be  within  the 
oonoeded  Jarisdiotion  of  the  Senate ;  and  he 
had  not  heard  Hiat  eiibet  the  FreMdoit  or  any 
one  else,  deided  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
take  that  course^  or  the  propriety  of  its  doing 
sa  The  protest  snrely  contained  no  snch 
denial,  nor  did  it  contain  an;  reference  what- 
ever to  this  last-mentioned  resolution.  Its 
complaints  were  all  directed  to  the  first;  to 
that  resolation  which  pronounced  the  President 
gniltj  of  nncmstitational  and  illegal  acta,  with- 
out anj  reference  to  I^slation.  The  paper 
left  no  room  for  misconception  or  mistake  upon 
this  point,  for  it  recited  at  length  the  resolution 
to  wnich  akme  it  referred.  He  must,  therefore, 
fai^  that  this  yotat  diotdd  be  dearly  under- 
stood hereafter;  and  tiiat  tiiB  Present's  oom- 
munication  ahovild  not  be  ^ther  condemned  or 
pronounced  erroneous  or  false,  for  compluning 
of  an  act  of  the  Senate,  to  which  it  did  not  con- 
tain the  most  remote  reference.  The  resolu- 
tions were  entirely  independent  of  each  other, 
and  oontuned  expressions  of  opinion  upon 
separate  and  entirely  independent  subjects; 
and  the  President  had  only  complained  of  that 
one  which  criminated  him.  Of  that  which 
^ply  pronounced  upon  the  reasons  of  the 
Secretaiy,  he  had  said  nothing. 

The  points  presented  for  the  decision  of  the 
SenatCL  as  the  aal^Jeot  presented  itself  to  his 
mind,  llr.  W.  sfdd,  were  three : 

Ist.  Had  tbe  President  a  right  to  send  the 
protest  to  the  Senate ! 

2d.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  reoeiTe  it  > 

8d.  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  enter  it 
npon  its  Journal  i 

Hr.  W.  Bud,  in  the  course  of  the  debate 
frequent  reference  had  been  made  to  the  duty 
of  tiie  President,  found  in  the  constitotion  in  t^e 
Allowing  w<H^: 

"He  shall,' from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  Con- 
gress information  of  tbe  state  of  the  Union,  and 
recommend  to  their  considenitlon  such  measures  as 
he  shall  Judge  necessary  and  expedient.** 

And  the  question  had  been  confidently  asked, 
and  more  confidently  repeated,  Where  is  tiie 
antiiority  in  this  prori^on  of  the  constitution 
for  the  President  to  send  to  tbe  Senate  a  paper 
of  this  ohu*acter?  He  did  not  consider  the 
oommunlcati(m  now  under  discussion  as  having 
any  relation  whatever  to  the  dause  of  the  con- 
stitution he  hod  just  read.  It  was  not,  in  any 
sense,  a  communication  giving  "information 
of  the  state  of  the  Union,  nor  did  it  recom- 
mend any  measure  to  the  oondderation  of  Con- 
gress, nor  was  it  a  communication  to  Congress 
itf  Bl^  desor^tion.  Itwasacranmimicalionto 
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the  Senate  alone,  simply  remonstrating  against 
a  proceeding  of  that  body  condemning  the 
official  conduct  of  the  President,  and  prononno- 
ing  him  guilty  of  an  impeachable  ofi'ence.  Mr. 
W.  smd  he  did  not  know  that  his  views  upon 
this  point  were  correct,  but  he  considered  the 
right  of  the  President  to  make  this  oommoni- 
cation  the  same  which  every  citizen  of  the 
United  States  possessed  by  the  constitution  to 
address  Aibm  or  both  Houses  of  CoDneaa  in  a 
respectful  manner,  upon  any  satgectln  which 
his  individual  or  om<nal  rights  and  interests 
are  involved.  What,  said  Mr.  W.,  is  the  char- 
acter of  the  communication  before  us?  It 
states  that  a  proceeding  of  the  Senate  has  in- 
fringed npon  tbcAconstitotional  rights  of  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government ;  that  we 
have  pronounced  the  President,  as  such,  guilty 
of  an  impeachable  offence,  and  have  thus  vis- 
ited upon  his  diaracter  and  £une  the  moral 
efiecta,  so  far  as  oar  pronunciation  may  have 
weight,  of  a  conviction  for  a  hig^  crime,  al- 
though the  Ifl^  oonseqacQoes  of  a  regular  sen- 
tence, after  a  trial  upon  an  impeachment,  do 
not  follow.  Hence  he  feels  himself  aggrieved, 
botii  personally  and  officially,  and  he  sends  to 
us  his  remonstrance  and  protest  against  the 
injury.  This  is  the  p«>«-,  oonoeded  on  all  hands 
to  he  respectful  in  its  langnage  and  manner,  and 
addressed  to  tbe  justice  of  t£e  body  which  has 
infiicted  the  injury.  That  any  private  citizen, 
who  might  feel  himself  a^^ievea  by  the  action 
of  the  Senate,  would  possess  the  right  thus  to 
remonstrate,  will  not  be  denied ;  and  has  the 
President  lost  that  right  because  he  happens  to 
hold  tbe  first  office  in  tbe  gift  of  the  people  I 
Is  the  possession  of  a  public  office  to  deprive 
the  citizen  of  bis  oonstitntional  right  to  protect 
his  public  and  private  oharactor,  or  even  of 
the  humble  right  of  complaint,  when  he  shall 
consider  his  diaracter  and  acts  unjustly  aa- 
saQed?  He,  Mr.  W.,  did  not  understand  that 
any  such  lunitation  to  the  right  of  petition  or 
remonstrance  had  been  prescribed  by  the  con- 
stitution ;  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  any  such 
disability  annexed  to  tbe  possession  of  an  hon- 
orable and  responsible  office,  and  he  called  upon 
honorable  Senators  to  pause  and  reflect  before 
they  attempted,  by  their  action  in  this  instance, 
to  establish  a  rule  which  might  not  only  bind 
themselves,  but  take  from  them  one  of  their 
most  dear  and  invaluable  rights.  This  was  his 
view  of  the  right  o£  the  President  to  said  this 
p^r  to  the  Senate  and  he  could  ntit  hut  ccsisider 
it  as  dear  and  indisputable,  as  the  right  of  any 
dl4zen  of  the  country  to  petition  tiie  Senate 
for  any  purpose  whatsoever. 

Is  it  then  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  receive 
the  paper  ?  His  answer  to  tills  question  was, 
that  the  duty  of  tbe  Senate,  as  to  the  receipt  of 
this  paper,  is  tbe  same  with  its  duty  as  to  the 
receipt  of  any  petition  or  remonstrance,  re- 
spectful in  its  language  and  manner,  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  body.  He  could  see  no  possible 
distinction,  and  surely  if  he  had  succeeded  in 
eatablishuig  the  right  cf  the  Pnudent  to  send 
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the  paper  to  the  Senate,  upon  the  ground  upon 
which  he  had  put  that  right,  there  ooold  be 
no  diatinotion.  Either  was  the  oooBtitntional 
right  of  the  citizen,  and  that  the  li^my  com- 
pLained  of  in  this  instanoe  had  a  double  bearing 
— ^that  the  President's  oharacter,  in  an  officiu 
as  as  in  a  private  sense,  had  been  nojustly 
assailed  and  deeply  injured ;  and  that  the  re- 
monstranoe  and  protest  reached  and  exposed 
the  injury  in  both  respects,  could  not  affect  the 
right  to  present  the  paper,  or  the  dntj  of  the 
8eai^  to  receive  it  when  presented.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  had  already  remarked,  that  the  communica- 
tion was  admitted  upon  all  u^tobe  re^>ectfid  in 
its  langoage  and  manner,  and  he  would  not  anti- 
cipate any  objection  to  its  receipt,  founded  upon 
exceptions  in  these  particulars,  so  long  as  no 

*  such  exceptions  had  been  taken.  His  aoqnaint- 
ance  wita  parliamentary  rules  was  very  lim- 
ited, but  he  did  understand  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
every  Iwslative  body,  especially  of  the  legislsr 
tive  bodieB  of  this  country,  to  receive  every 
petition  and  remonstrance  addreflsed  to  than 
m  langiutte  reapeotftil  to  the  hody,  and  to  its 
indivMnal  members,  and  until  this  oharacter 
ahoold  be  denied  to  the  papor  before  tlie  Senate, 
he  must  conuder  it  the  imperative  daty  of  the 
Senate  to  reoeire  it 

This,  Mr,  W.  sud,  brought  him  to  his  third 
point  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  enter 
the  protest  of  the  President  upon  its 
Journal  t  This  question  he  considered  ad- 
dressed itself  to  the  justice  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  entry  of  the  paper  upon  the  Journal  became 
a  duty  or  not,  as  me  Senate  should  or  should 
not  think  its  entry  there  an  act  of  justice  to 
its^  and  to  the  individual  t^om  whom  it 
came.  For  himself  he  ooold  not  entertain  a 
donht)  that  justice  to  the  Freridrait,  to  the 
Senate,  and  to  the  pablio,  required  that  it 
dionld  be  made  a  perpetual  record,  by  an  entry 
vpon  the  Journal.  The  Senate  had  entered 
upon  that  Journal,  and  pronounced  to  the 
world,  the  high  ohai^  agunst  the  President, 
of  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and  laws. 
They  had  not  given  to  the  President  any  oiipor- 
tunity  to  offer  his  defence  to  their  accusations, 
but,  without  notice  to  him,  they  had  made  them 
a  part  of  their  recorded  proceedings ;  and  their 
Journal,  liUd  upon  his  table,  and  showing  to 
him  his  conviction,  was  his  only  notice  oi 
their  action.  Feeling  ag^eved  personally  and 
oflBdally  by  the  sentence  itael^  which  he  oon- 
riders  tuijiut,  and  by  tiie  manner  in  which  it 
was  pronounced,  without  notice  to  him  and 
without  any  opportonit^  on  his  part  to  defend 
himsel£  and  by  exhibiting  the  troth,  to  deieat 
a  conviction,  he  now  makes  this  oommunioa- 
tion,  setting  forth  tiie  injustice  of  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  Senate  towards  him,  and  presenting 
hisdefence  to  the  charges  made  against  him^  so  far 
as  any  saoh  chaises  nave  been  specifically  set 
fcnih.  This,  his  defence  and  exculpation,  he  re- 

■  speotfoUy  requests  may  be  entered  upon  the  same 
Journal  upon  which  the  Senate  has  recorded 
his  gdlt,  in  wder  that  the  record  which  oarriea 


down  to  fature  days  the  resolution  condemning 
him,  may  carry  along  with  it  his  justification. 
Is  not  the  request  a  reasonable  one  f  Is  it  not 
an  act  of  duty  to  the  hiffh  o£Bcer  accused,  that 
he  ^ould  thus  be  permitted  to  perpetuate  his 
defence  against  an  irregular  uid  informal  con- 
demnation by  the  Senate  ?  Is  it  not  just  to  the 
President  that  his  defence  should  be  spread 
upon  our  Journal  by  the  side  of  that  condem- 
nation which  we  have  TokadarilT  pronounced 
against  him,  and  tiiat  both  should  be  embraced 
in  the  same  record,  and  be  tiau  left  together  for 
tiie  inspection  and  judgment  of  our  suocesBwa 
and  the  public.  It  is  said,  as  a  reason  for  re- 
ihung  this  communication  a  place  upon  the 
Jeumal  of  the  Senate,  tiiat  the  President  has 
no  ri^t  to  demand  its  entry  there.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  W,,  he  has  made  no  such  demand;  he 
claims  no  right  to  make  such  a  demand ;  he 
merely  requests,  respectftilly  requeste  us  to 
permit  its  being  thus  eatored,  to  the  end  that 
m  all  future  time,  the  Journal  may  exhibit 
the  whole  case.  Ijiis  request  is  a  fdl  admis- 
tHaOf  if  one  were  needed,  that  the  Prendent 
mafcea  no  ohum  of  right  to  have  this  paper 
spread  upon  our  JoumiL  Was  ever  sudi  a  re- 

anest  found  in  those  ctnnmunications  whidi 
le  Prendent  makes  to  Oongress  under  the 
clause  of  the  constituticm  before  quoted  t  Cer- 
tainly not;  and  this  simple  fact  shows  most 
oonclnaively  that  the  Premdent  did  not  consider 
this  commnnication  as  coming  at  all  within  the 
class  of  communications  there  mentioned,  or 
as  made  by  virtue  of  the  power  there  given, 
or  rather  the  duty  there  hnposed  upon  hinx, 
He  sends  this  paper  to  the  Senate  -as  his  peiv 
eonal  and  officud  defence  against  a  personal  and 
official  aooosation  which  we  have  entered  upon 
our  Journal,  and  he  asks  of  our  justice,  what 
he  Atm  not  oMm  as  a  right,  that  we  shall  give 
the  same  perpetuity  and  pnbli<nty  to  his  de- 
fence, which  we  have  givm  to  our  chai^;es.  It 
is  fhitber  said,  as  a  reason  both  for  refasing  to 
enter  the  commnnication  upon  our  Journal,  and 
for  refusing  even  to  receive  it,  that  it  is  in  itself 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate.  Mr. 
W.  said  he  was  littie,  very  little  acquainted 
with  this  doctrine  of  the  privil^es  of  Parlia- 
ment" He  had  never  found  it  either  pleasant 
or  profitable  to  himself  to  stndy  the  doctrine^ 
ana  after  the  examples  givoi  to  the  Senate  hut 
a  few  days  rince,  by  tiie  honorable  Senator  fhun 
nUnois,  (Mr.  Eahb,)  of  the  odious  and  dlsgost- 
ing  ceremonies  gravely  pract^ed  by  &  Bntash 
House  of  Commons  1^  way  of  punishment  for 
breaches  of  the  "  privilcttes  "  of  that  l^islidive 
body,  he  Mt  sore  that  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  would  not  find  its  attachment  to  parlia- 
mentary privil^es  streugthened.  Still  British 
precedents  had  been  cited  to  Justify  the  course 
which  was  proposed  for  the  Senate  in  relatim 
to  this  message  from  the  Preudent  So  tar  as 
he  had  heard  these  precedents  read,  and  so  far 
as  he  had  been  able  to  examine  them  in  the 
course  of  his  partial  research,  he  believed  them 
all  whdly  in^tplioahle  to  the  case  befors  tba 
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Senate.  They  are  all  cases  of  comiminioatioiu 
from  the  Crown  to  the  one  or  the  other  House 
of  Parliaraent,  peocUng  some  I^slative  action, 
and  designed  to  Influence  that  action.  They  are 
not  compIaintB  of  indindnal  ii^Jostiee  to  the 
Prince,  or  of  encroachments  npon  the  powers 
and  rights  of  the  EzecutiTe ;  hat  thoy  are  at- 
tempts  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  to  dictate  to 
the  Legislature  its  coarse  of  legislative  action. 
Such  is  not  the  case  before  the  Senate.  Here 
is  no  effort  to  inflaenoe  the  action  of  the  Senate, 
or  the  votes  of  Senators,  for  the  votes  had  been 
g^ven  and  the  action  was  complete  weeks  before 
Uie  communication  came  to  the  Senate.  The 
commifnication  relates  to  an  act  of  the  Senate, 
not  legislative,  bat  jadioial,  in  its  nature  and 
oharaoter,  and  the  grmamen  of  the  complaint 
is  that  the  action  has  been  completed,  and  the 
leotence  of  the  Senate  passed,  without  notice 
to  the  Kwident,  who  was  the  aconsed  officer, 
and  without  allowing  him  to  be  heard  in  hb 
defence.  Were  it  otherwise;  hsd  the  Presi- 
dent made  a  commanication  of  this  character  to 
the  Senate  while  the  resolution  compltined  of 
was  before  the  body,  and  not  definitively  acted 
upon ;  and  had  the  complaint  then  been  made 
of  an  attempt  by  the  President  to  influence  the 
action  of  the  Senate,  it  would  have  seemed  to 
be  worthy  of  some  attention.  But  surely  this 
ol^ectiott  comes  too  late  when  our  votes  are 
recorded,  our  resolution  adopted,  and  our  action 
Dot  only  oompleted  but  passed  beyimd  onr 
power  m  i%oall.  The  paper  before  us  is  not 
aefdgned  to  influence  our  action,  bat  to  ^ow 
that  we  have  actod  unlawfully  and  nqjustiy, 
and  have  thereby  deprived  a  distinguished 
idtizen,  and  the  highest  officer  in  the  liovern- 
ment,  of  his  constitutional  and  legal  rights. 

Hr.  W.  eaid  it  remained  for  him  to  reply,  as 
briefly  as  possible,  to  some  of  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  ^Mr. 
Clat,)  and  having  done  so,  he  would  relieve 
the  Senate  from  hearing  him  farther. 

The  honorable  Senator  told  us,  and  I  was 
somewhat  surprised  that  he  had  been  able  to 
convince  himself  that  sacb  was  tiie  fact,  that 
the  advocates  of  the  resolation  uniframly  avoid- 
ed speaking  of  the  motives  of  the  Frerident 
Had  the  honorable  gentieman  foi^otten  tiiat 
in  almost  the  first  sentence  of  his  address,  on 
opening  the  debate,  he  pronoun<»d  to  the  Senate 
and  the  country  that  the  President  was  attempt- 
ing to  grasp  all  the  powers  of  this  (Government 
into  his  single  hand !  Had  he  forgotten  how 
fre(^uently  mat  officer  of  the  Government  was, 
during  the  course  of  this  debate,  termed  a  des- 
pot, a  osurper,  a  military  chieftun  f  bow  often 
the  harsh  term  of  "  a  robbery  of  the  public 
treasury  "  was  applied  to  the  act  of  the  remov- 
al of  the  deposits  f 

[Here  Ur.  OLi.T  ezpluned.  He  said  he  did 
not  intend  to  refur  to  the  debates  in  his  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  Preddent^  motives;  that 
what  he  bad  intended  to  say,  wa^  tiiat  ttie  res- 
fdntion  cootiUned  no  impntmon  nwa  his  mo- 


tHAT,  im^ 

Mr.  WuaHT  said  he  would  accept  the  gentle- 
man's explanatiim ;  for  he  felt  sure,  at  time 
he  heard  the  remark,  that  it  was  not  Intraded 
in  its  literal  sense.  The  gentiKnan  used  the 
term  "  advocates,"  from  which  Kr.  W.  inferred 
that  he  alluded  to  the  debates ;  but  as  his  ex- 
planation seemed  to  admit  that,  in  the  debates 
upon  the  resolution,  the  motives  of  the  Presi- 
dent were  not  permitted  to  escape  accusation, 
he  would  consider  the  remark  as  applied  to  tho 
resolation  itself.  And  what,  said  Mr.  W.,  is 
the  resolution,  as  it  stands  upon  the  Joortul  t 
Is  it  merely  an  accasation,  an  indictment,  an 
article  of  impeachment  t  No,  air.  It  is  a  Judg- 
ment upon  an  accusation.  It  does  not  accuse ; 
but,  assuming  all  anterior  proceedings,  it  con- 
victs. In  vam,  then,  do  gentlemen  tell  ns  that 
it  does  not,  in  its  tenns,  refer  to  the  motives  of 
the  Preddent,  and  tiiat  an  Impeadiment  nrast 
accompany  an  accnsation  of  crane  with  an  alle- 
gation of  a  corrupt  or  wicked  intent.  The  posi- 
tion was  true  as  to  indictments,  and  might  be  trae 
as  to  impeachments,  though  Mr.  W.  believed 
the  allegation  of  wicked  intent  was  not  indis- 
pensable in  the  latter;  but  however  that  might 
be,  no  one  would  contend  that  any  reference  to 
tiie  intention  of  the  defendant  is  ever  made  in 
the  entry  upon  the  record  of  a  criminal  judg- 
ment. That  entry  merely  pronounces  the  ac- 
cused guilty  of  the  crime  charged  in  the  uMft 
general  language ;  and  the  judgment  thus  en- 
tered carries  with  it,  by  neoeesaiy  implioation, 
all  that  is  required  to  sustain  itsuf.  It  relates 
back  to  the  proceedings  anterior  to  the  Judg* 
ment,  for  the  form  of  accnsation,  the  allnnti<ats 
of  intentions,  uid  all  else  which  shonM  have 
existed  to  sustun  the  jadgment,  and  in  tiie  ab- 
sence of  those  proceedings,  the  entry  of  the 
jadgment  simply  must  be  neld  as  the  strongest 
prima  facie  evidence  that  those  preliminary 

Sroceemn^  were  regular  and  sufficient.  Such, 
Lr.  W.  said,  was  the  light  in  which  ho  viewed 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate.  It  pronounced 
the  jadgment  of  a  miy'brity  of  the  Senate  upon 
an  impeachable  offence  charged  against  tbe 
President.  This  pronunciation  of  a  jadgment 
of  guilty  was  the  only  entry  upon  record,  and 
that  wtry  must,  of  necessity,  carry  with  it  the 
unavoidable  implication  of  ul  the  preliminary 
proceedings  requisite  to  anthorize  the  Judgment 
to  be  so  entered.  Who,  then,  could  say  that 
the  protest  was  wrong  in  thus  stating  the  oasef 
And  who  will  say  that  the  President  was  wrong 
in  complaining  of  and  protesting  against  this 
conviction,  to  whom  it  shall  be  known  that  no 
preliminary  proceedings  whatever  were  had! 
that  no  accusation  was  ever  made,  and  that  this 
general  entry  of  a  judgment  of  condemnation 
is  the  only  step  ever  taken  f  Mr.  W.  said,  if 
there  were  no  other  reason  for  entering  the 
proteft  upon  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  this 
consideration  alone,  in  his  Judgment)  mue  it 
their  imperious  duty^so  to  enter  it,  as  an  aet  <^ 
sheer  jnstioe  to  the  President,  because,  witiioat 
itL  the  Journal  woold  not  show  the  tme  history 
of  the  tranBaction,  and  wonid  not  tiMrttforo  be 
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■tripped  of  the  trnjiut,  and,  asit  would  seem  from 
the  remarks  of  gentlenlen  in  this  debate,  unin- 
tended implication  to  which  he  had  alladed. 

Hr.  President,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  was  mnch 
pleased  when  the  honorable  Senator  told  ns 
that  this  message  ot  the  President  oo^t  to  be 
^ffosed ;  that  ne  hoped  a  copy  of  it  woald 
reach  the  hands,  and  meet  the  eje  and  carefbl 
perusal  of  every  man,  woman,  and  ohUd  In  the 
oonntr^ ;  and  that  he  would  gladly  owtribnta 
from  hn  own  private  means  to  give  It  drcola- 
tion.  I  agree  with  him  folly  in  this  opinion, 
and  this  wiiih,  but  Judging  from  the  character 
and  tendency  of  his  remarks,  we  must  have 
oome  to  a  like  oonclosion  from  very  different 
views  of  the  paper,  and  of  the  effects  to  be  pro- 
duced upon  the  public  mind  by  its  extended 
distribution.  I  think  it  eminently  calculated  to 
Justify  not  only  the  motives,  but  the  acts  of 
the  President,  with  the  public ;  to  aronse  the 
public  attention  to  the  dan^rons,  and  as  I 
think  onconstittttional  exercise  of  power  by 
this  body,  in  their  late  condemnation  of  the 
President,  without  an  impeachment,  and  with- 
out a  trial;  and  to  extend  the  vopnlarity  of  tiut 
worthy  pablio  servant,  ana  strengUien  the 
Bolutary  principles  of  his  administration.  The 
honorable  Senator  must  mppose  that  effecta 
precisely  the  reverse  of  these,  will  be  produced 
by  the  circulation  of  tills  message,  or,  surely, 
he  would  not  voluntarily  contribute  to  its  cir- 
onlation.  He,  no  doub^  thinks  that  the  paper 
is  calculated  to  produce  a  belief  in  the  existence 
of  those  alarming  encroachments  of  Executive 
power  against  which  he  so  frequently  and  so 
eloquently  warns  us.  Bat  whether  the  honora- 
ble Senator  or  myself  be  correct  in  our  impres- 
rions  08  to  the  effect  to  be  produced  by  the  oir^ 
eolation  of  the  message,  so  long  as  we  boUt 
agree  that  impratent  and  aolotaiy  pniposea 
woold  be  occraipliflhed  by  its  nniveraol  ^stri- 
bntion,  ou^ht  we  not  also  to  agree  npon  the  pro- 
priety and  duty  of  making  so  important  a  paper, 
and  from  the  reading  of  which  we  anticipate  so 
important  conseqaences,  a  matter  of  perpetual 
record  upon  our  Journal  t  1  appeal  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  to  say  whether  the  consequence 
he  has  himself  attached  to  the  message  does 
not  show  that  it  ought  to  be  perpetuated  as  a 
part  of  our  national  history.  If  it  oontun  evi- 
dence of  Executive  eneroabhments  dangerous 
to  our  dvil  institntions,  ought  we  not  to  spread 
it  i^n  oor  Joomal,  as  a  scdonn  warning  to  all 
fntore  Precddoits  ogataut  the  like  attempits  f  If 
it  nqjnstly  assail  the  Senate  or  any  d  its  mem- 
bers, do  we  not  owe  it  to  ourselves  and  to  our 
constituents  to  record  the  agression  and  to 
place  our  answer  and  defence  oy  its  side  ?  On 
the  other  band,  i^  as  I  suppose,  the  Senate  have 
encroodied  upon  the  coustitutional  rights  of 
the  Executive,  and  the  message  exposes  the 
violation  of  our  powers,  are  we  not  Dound,  in 
strict  justice  to  uie  President,  to  give  tiie  ex- 
pontion  a  place  upon  the  same  record  which 
otmtuns  our  violation  ?  In  any  sense,  Hr.  W. 
said,  in  which  be  oould  view  the  subject,  the 


message  ought  to  be  entered  upon  the  Journal, 
and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  how  gentlemen 
were  able  to  reconcile  it  to  their  feelings  to 
pronounce  the  paper  iqaportant,  and  its  wide 
circulation  useful  and  desirable,  and  then  con- 
tend that  it  ought  not  to  be  tiiua  perpetuated. 
They  could  not  desire  to  fix  upon  it  tnis  mark 
of  the  disapprobation  of  the  Senate,  to  precede 
its  circulation  among  the  people.  They  could 
not  fbar  its  effects  in  the  bands  of  our  enlight- 
ened citizens, unless thateffeetahall  be  modified 
by  this  nn&rorable  treatment  of  the  paper  here. 
He  did  hope  Senators  would  reflect  upon  the 
importance  of  the  questions  involved,  and  would 
give  the  message  its  place  upon  the  Journal  of 
the  Senate.  But,  Mr.  President,  if  the  Senate 
shall  conclude  to  refuse  the  paper  an  entry  upon 
the  Journal,  will  they  enter  npon  that  Journal 
the  resolutions  before  you,  characterizing  and 
condemning  it  I  Will  they  pronounce  the  mes- 
sage unconstitutional,  an  encroachmentof  Execu- 
tive power,  and  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Senate,  and  not  let  that  Joomal  show  upon 
what  that  harsh  Judgment  was  fonnedt  Will 
they  compel  us  to  record  our  names  against  tlw 
resolutions,  and  reftne  ns  an  entry  of  the  paper 
to  Justify  or  condemn  onr  course?  I  hope 
not.  If  the  message  is  to  be  excluded,  I  do 
hope  that  the  Senate  will  he  content  with  its 
exolurion  simply,  and  that  if  its  contents  are 
to  be  examined  for  grounds  upon  which  to  con- 
demn it,  the  paper,  itself  may  be  allowed  a 
place  by  the  side  of  our  condemning  sentence, 
that  all  who  hereafter  read  our  Journal  may  be 
able  to  Judge  between  those  who  approve  and 
those  who  disapprove  it. 

Mr.  W.  said  tibe  honorable  Senator  had  told 
ns  that  tiie  President  had  not  omne  here  in  the 
faomble  and  snbdned  tone  nS  a  oonvioted  culprit, 
hot  in  a  tone  and  spirit  indicating  a  feeUng  fiur 
above  any  tribunal  of  the  oountey.  He  ooes 
not  come  here,  sir,  in  the  tone  of  a  criminal  or 
convict,  for  he  is  neither ;  but  be  comes  here 
in  the  tone  and  spirit  of  an  injured  man.  Bis 
personal  and  official  rights  have  been  assailed 
and  violated^  and  a  sentence  has  been  pro- 
nounced agamst  him  calculated  to  have  the 
moral  influence  upon  his  character  and  fame, 
of  a  conviction  lor  crime,  while  he  bos  not 
even  been  constitutionally  accused,  much  less 
tried  or  convicted.  It  Is  of  this  he  complains. 
He  is  not  resisting  a  Judidal  sentence,  regularly 
pnmouneed,  bat  an  «Gfort  to  viut  npcm  hun  the 
evil  consequences  cf  such  a  sentence,  without 
allowing  him  a  trial,  and  against  the  positive 
provisions  of  the  constitution.  Should  he  then 
come  in  the  subdued  spirit  of  a  convict  t  But 
where  does  the  Senate  find  authority  for  saying 
that  Uie  message  displays  a  feeling  in  the  I^i- 
dent  "  &r,  far  above  any  tribunal  of  the  coun- 
try! "  To  what  tribunids  of  the  country  is  the 
Preddent,  as  such,  legally  subject?  To  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  way  of  impeach- 
ment, and  to  this  body  by  way  of  trial  upon 
su<^  impeachment,  and  to  the  great  tribunal  of 
the  people.  Has  be  not  in  the  message  eziweaa- 
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ly  recognized  and  acknowledged  bis  subjection, 
according  to  tbe  provisions  of  tbe  coostitntion, 
to  tbe  two  Eonses  of  Ciongress?  Is  not  bis 
complaiat  tbat  tbe  prpvisions  of  tbat  instru- 
ment have  not  been  regarded  in  the  late  action 
of  the  Senate,  but«that  this  House  of  Oongresa 
has  stepped  by  tbe  other  and  assumed  ajor^c- 
tion  not  conferred  upon  it  hj  the  ootudtatkm  ? 
And  is  not  the  message  itself  an  i^peal  to  the 
Sraate  agtunst  its  oirn  ii^astice,  and,  in  effect, 
through  tbe  Senate,  to  the  tribnnal  of  public 
(pinion,  tbe  only  tribunal  to  which  an  appeal 
can  be  taken  from  the  decisions  of  the  Senate  ? 
Is  it  right  then  to  say  tbat  the  President,  in  bis 
message,  has  exhibited  a  feeling  above  the  tribu- 
nals of  the  country  to  which  he  is  responsible  I 
I  am  sure  the  Senator^s  sense  of  justice  will 
show  him  that  he  does  the  President  manifest 
wrong  in  this  declaration. 

The  condact  of  the  Preudent,  in  sending  this 
protest  to  tbe  Senate,  Kr.  W.  said,  had  been 
the  snbjeet  of  severe  animadversion,  and  the 
act  had  hem  prononaced  unprecedented  and 
unauthorized.  To  rebnt  these  suggestions,  tbe 
Senator  from  IIliiioiB  Qir.  Kake)  had  presented 
a  precedent  from  the  Lendatore  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, which  was  supposed  strongly  to  support 
the  course  pursued  by  tbe  President  upon  this 
oocasion.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  commented  upon  the  Pennsylvania 
case,  and  seemed  to  have  satisfied  himself  that 
it  did  not  go,  in  any  degree,  to  support  the  com- 
munication of  the  President  now  before  the 
Senate,  and  tbe  request  accompanying  it,  tbat 
it  should  be  entered  upon  the  Jonrnal,  Kr. 
W.  said  it  would  be  lus  duty  very  briefly  to 
examine  the  two  case^  that  the  Senate  might 
tbe  better  determine  how  &r  the  one  would 
justify  the  other.  He  had  understood  the  hon- 
orable Senator  to  say,  that  the  attempt  was  to 
impeach  Governor  McEean,  then  the  Govern- 
or of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  before  the 
House  of  Bepresentativea  of  that  State,  the 
body  possessing,  by  the  State  constitution,  tbe 
power  of  impeachment ;  that  a  committee  of 
the  House  reported  certun  accusations  against 
the  Governor,  concluding  with  instructions  that 
articles  of  impeachment  should  be  prepared; 
that  a  m^wity  of  the  House,  acting  upoa  the 
report  of  the  committee,  negatived  the  accusa- 
tions, andrefased  to  order  aalmpeaohment;  that 
the  resolntion^  by  way  of  aocnsation,  reported 
by  the  conmiittee,  although  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  tbe  House,  were  entered  upon  its 
Journal  in  the  due  course  of  the  action  of  the 
House  upon  them ;  and  that  subsequently  to 
the  final  action  of  the  House,  the  Governor  sent 
to  it  his  defenpe  agunst  the  accusations,  which 
was  received,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  upon 
the  Journal,  that  the  accusations  and  defence 
might  remain  together  as  matter  of  record  for 
all  succeeding  ages.  This  was  the  Pennsylva- 
nia case,  as  he  had  understood  tbe  honorable 
Senator  to  relate  it,  and  as  ha  understood  tb» 
facts  to  be.  What  was  the  case  now  before  the 
Senate?  ITo  attempt  had  been  made  to  hn- 
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peach  the  President  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  body  alone  possessing  the  consti- 
tutional power  to  find  an  impeachment  against 
him ;  but  Uie  Senate,  passing  by  tbe  action,  of 
tiie  House,  had  proceeded  in  a  summary  man- 
ner, and  without  impeachment  or  trial,  to  pass 
a  sentence  of  condemnt^oa  against  him  for  a 
high  crime,  not  assuming  to  aiot  in  its  jadidal  , 
character,  as  trying  an  impeacdunent,  bat  in  Ita 
l^i^ive  character,  without  any  practical  l^s- 
lative  purpose.  Against  this  sentence,  thus  pro< 
Donnced,  the  President  remonstrates,  and  sends 
bis  remonstrance  to  the  Senate,  and  one  of  the 
questions  before  us  is,  Shall  it  be  entered  upon 
the  Journal  f  Tbe  Senator  says,  the  case  of 
Governor  McKean  is  not  an  authority  in  favor 
of  allowing  tiie  request  of  the  President,  be- 
cause, in  mat  case,  there  was  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  impeadi,  and  the  nuyority  of  the 
body  to  which  the  protest  was  sent,  justified 
the  wmdoct  of  the  officer ;  whereas,  here  has 
been  no  attempt  to  impeach,  but  the  m^ori^ 
of  the  Senate  (the  Judicial  tribunal)  have  con- 
demned without  impeachment,  ana  as  a  mere 
legislative  expression.  What  is  tbe  force  of  thia 
reasoning !  Where  an  attempt  is  made  to  ac- 
cuse a  public  officer,  which  ^tempt  is  uusuc- 
cessf^  because  the  mt^ority  of  the  impeaching 
body  think  him  innocent,  and  refuse  to  accuse 
him,  the  officer  shall  have  tbe  right  to  defend 
himself  agfunst  the  unsuccessful  accusations, 
and  shall  be  permitted  to  spread  bis  defence 
upon  the  same  record  where  uie  rejected  accu- 
sations are  to  be  found ;  but  if  the  l}ody,  not 
antiiorized  to  accuse,  but  judu»aUy  to  try  an 
accusation,  shall  overstep  uw  aocuMng  power, 
and  pronounce  their  sentence  without  eitlier 
accusation  or  trial,  then  the  officer  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  offer  his  defence,  or  to  have  it 
made  a  ^art  of  that  record  which  proclaims  to 
the  public  his  condemnation.  Surely  tbe  Sen- 
ator will  not,  Qpon  more  reflection,  contend  for 
so  inconsistent  a  rule  as  this.  In  the  one  case 
the  aocnsation  is  destroyed  by  tbe  vote  of  a  ma- 
jority of  tbe  body  to  which  it  is  submitted,  and 
then  tbe  offlcer^s  defence  is  received  and  record- 
ed;  in  the  other  case  .the  sentence  of  guilty  is 
entered  upoit  its  record  by  the  judiciiu  body, 
while  neither  accusation  nor  trial  have  pre- 
ceded  it,  and  then  the  defence  is  refused  a  place 
upon  tlut  same  record.  Can  any  one  fail  to 
see,  that  if  the  Pennsylvania  case  is  ipod  par- 
liamentary anthori^,  the  oaee  of  tbe  freudent^ 
in  this  instance,  is,  u  all  reiqteota,  much  strong- 
er? 

This.  W.  Bfud,  brought  him  to  tbe  con- 
siderauon  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  and 
of  the  various  changes  which  it  had  undei^ne 
between  tbe  time  of  its  introduction  and  the 
time  when  the  vote  of  the  Senate  was  taken 
upon  it.  The  honorable  Senator  had  said  that 
"  tbe  president  bad  been  declared  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  have  violated  tiie  o(uistitution  and  lawa, 
in  the  particulars  mentitmed  in  the  resolution." 
Mr.  W.  said  the  remark  stnu^  him  with  peea- 
llar  force  wbai  it  was  made  as  it  appeared  to 


Prmdmt't  PrvUik 


Digitized  by 


BEBATES  OF  OONGBESa 


845 


Mat,  1884.] 

bim  to  eviDce  an  unchanged  purpose  in  the 
mind  of  the  Senator,  although  it  indicated  a 
foi^etfulness  of  the  material  difference  between 
the  resolution  in  its  present  shape,  and  that  res- 
olution which  he  had  at  first  proposed.  One 
of  the  {irincipal  complaints  in  the  protest,  and 
one  which  he,  Mr.  W.,  thought  entitled  to  pe- 
culiar weight,  grew  out  of  l£ese  changes  of  the 
resolution  ;  and  that  the  force  of  that  complunt 
might  be  accurately  understood,  he  conBidered 
it  his  duty  to  call  tfie  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
what  the  reaolution  was,  as  introdoced,  to  what 
it  ia,  as  passed,  and  to  its  prwreas  from  the  one 
form  to  the  other.  The  origmal  resolnliott  of- 
fered hy  the  honorable  S^ator  was  In  these 
words: 

*'  Ruedvtd^  That  by  distniasbg  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  because  he  would  not,  contrary  to 
his  sense  of  his  own  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the 
United  States  is  deporit  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,  in  confomity  with  the 
Prendent's  opinion,  and  by  appoinUng  his  successor 
to  effect  such  remoTal,  which  has  been  done,  the 
President  has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power  oTer 
the  Treaniry  of  the  United  Sutes,  not  granted  to 
Um  by  the  constitation  and  hws,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  peopk." 

Here,  Ur.  W.  s^d,  spedfio  gronnds  of  viola- 
tion were  as^gned.  In  this  eEape  of  the  reso- 
lution, the  Fraaident  oonld  know  what  acts  of 
his  were  oompluned  oL  Here,  when  be  was 
charged  with  a  violation  of  theocmstitntion  and 
lavs,  he  was  told  wherein  the  aD^ed  violations 
consisted.  The  removal  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  because  he  declined  to  do  a  specified 
act,  and  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  do 
tiiat  act,  were  the  violations  assigned.  In  this 
riiape  the  resolution  remained,  without  an  in- 
timation that  it  was  to  undeivo  any  material 
change,  until  after  the  honorable  Senator  was 
in  the  occupation  of  the  floor  to  make  a  final 
dose  of  tiie  debate.  For  fhll  three  months  the 
debate  oontjoned,  and  was  entirely  directed  to 
these  qradfied  acts  of  the  President,  t^e  one 
ride  Uborin^  to  sustain  the  acts  as  wmstitnlion- 
al  and  lawlul,  and  the  other  aide  attempting, 
with  equal  perseverance,  to  prove  tliem  to  be 
above  and  beyond  the  authority  conferred  upon 
tiie  President  by  the  constitution  and  the  law. 
On  the  morning  of  the  second  day  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator's  closing  speech,  he  offered  the 
following,  as  a  modification  of  tiie  original  res- 
olntlon: 

"  lUtiilvedt  That  in  taking  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  removing  the  deporits  of  the  public 
money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sut^  the 
Fremdent  of  the  United  States  has  assumed  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  not  granted  to  him  by  the  oODstitudou  and 
laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  UberUes  of  the  people." 

Here  was  a  departure  from  the  point  which 
had  been  debated,  and  a  new  &ct  assumed,  upon 
which  the  condemnation  of  the  President  was 
to  reet.  This  modification  chanes  upon  bim 
the  remoral  of  the  deporit^  and  aarigns  that 


act  as  the  asstmiption  of  a  power  "  not  granted 
to  him  by  the  constitntion  and  laws,  and  dan- 
gerons  to  the  liberties  of  the  people."  Althoogh 
objectionable  as  assuming  new  ground  after  ue 
debate  had  closed,  this  proposition,  like  the 
original,  pointed  to  a  specific  act,  and  assigned 
that  act  as  the  violation  charged.  After  the 
honorable  Senator  had  closed  his  remarks,  and 
at  the  moment  when  the  question  was  being 
stated  from  the  Chair,  the  modification  above 
given  was  withdrawn,  and  the  following  was 
offered  in  its  place,  and  in  the  place  of  the 
original  Fewln^n : 

'^H^tolved,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public  revenuef 
has  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  coustitiiticti  and  laws,  bat  in  dero- 
gation of  both." 

Ko  question  having  been  taken  upon  the  res- 
olution, it  was  in  the  power  of  the  mover  to 
modify  it  at  his  pleasure,  witiioot  any  vote  of 
the  Senate,  and,  by  the  ezerdae  of  that  right, 
on  his  part,  it  was  made  to  assmne  the  above 
shape ;  in  which  shape  it  was  adopted  the 
Senate,  as  stated  in  the  protest  ISr,  W.  said 
he  considered  this  last  modification  of  the  reso- 
lution one  of  the  most  remarkable  and  indefen- 
rible  steps  in  the  proceeding  of  the  Senate.  Here 
the  President  is  charged  with  a  violation  of  the 
constitution  and  laws,  and  no  act  of  his  what- 
ever ia  named  as  constituting  the  violation  com- 
plained of.  The  President  is  not  informed 
wherein  his  guilt  consists,  thongh  he  is  pro- 
nounced guilty  of  a  high  crime,  and  no  man  can 
say  what  act  of  his  was  the  act  which,  in  the 
mind  of  the  Senate,  conatitated  the  violation 
the  resolution  pnmonnoes  agidnst  bim.  "  The 
lato  executive  proceedings  in  rdation  to  the 
public  revenue,"  is  the  specification,  while 
every  one  knows  that  there  is  not  a  day  when 

executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lie  revenue  "  do  not  take  place.  The  President, 
then,  may  justify,  tx>  the  satisfaction  of  every 
man  in  the  oountiy,  ever?  executive  act  of  hie 
official  life  relating  to  the  public  revenue,  save 
one,  and  be  that  act  what  it  may,  be  stands  con- 
demned by  this  resolution,  in  consequence  of  it, 
of  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws : 
and  it  will  be  c<Hnpetent  for  those  who  voted 
for  the  readution,  to  assign  that  act  in  Jnstift- 
cation  of  th  wr  T(rtes,  even  though  the  act  itself 
shall  never  yet  have  been  the  salject  of  atten- 
tion in  the  Senate.  Are  citizens  and  high 
public  officers  in  this  free  country  to  be  not 
only  accused,  but  condemned,  in  this  blind  and 
general  manner  !  Is  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  first  officer  of  the  Oovemment,  to 
be  thus  pronounced  guilty  of  a  high  crime  with- 
out notice  and  without  ^ial,  and  not  to  he  told 
what  acts  of  his  lifb  have  drawn  down  upon  him 
the  heavy  sentence  t  When  this  is  done,  as  it 
has  been  done  by  the  action  of  the  Senate,  is 
he  to  be  denied  the  poor  privilege  of  oom- 
plaintL  the  humble  satidiiction  of  pointing  out 
theiqjoflticel 
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TussDAT,  Uaj  6. 
PretidenVs  protest. 

The  Benate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  offered  hj  Mr.  Foikdezteb,  as 
modified  b;  Mr.  Clat  ; 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Bibb — 

Ur.  Calhoun  said :  la  order  to  have  a  dear 
conception  of  the  nature  of  the  controveriy,  in 
Thidi  the  Senate  finds  itself  inTolved  with  the 
President,  it  will  be  necessary  to  pass  in  re- 
view the  events  of  the  last  few  months,  which 
have  led  to  it,  however  familiar  they  may  be 
to  the  members  of  this  body. 

Their  history  may  be  very  briefly  given.  It 
is  well  known  to  all,  that  the  act  iccorporating 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  made  that  insti- 
tution the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government ;  and 
that,  among  other  provisions,  it  directed  that 
the  pnblio  money  shoold  be  deposited  in  ita 
vaults.  The  same  act  vested  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  with  the  power  of  withholding 
the  deposits,  and,  in  the  evmt  <Kr  withholding 
them,  reqnired  nim  to  report  his  reasons  to 
Congress.  The  late  Secretary,  on  the  inter- 
ference of  the  President,  refused  to  withhold 
tlua  d^rita,  on  the  gronnd  that  satisfactory 
reasons  could  not  be  assigned  for  the  act ;  for 
whicsh  the  President  removed  him,  and  ap- 
pointed the  present  incumbent  in  his  place,  ex- 
pressly with  a  view  that  he  should  perform  the 
act  his  predecessor  had  refhsed  to  do.  He  ao- 
oordingly  removed  the  deposits,  and  reported 
his  reasons  to  Congress,  and  the  whole  trans- 
action was  thus  brought  up  for  onr  apttfoval, 
or  disapproval^  entirely  by  ttte  act  of  the  Ezeon- 
tive,  without  partimpation  or  agenoy  on  onr 
iwrt ;  and  we  were  tnnB  placed  in  a  situation 
m  which  we  were  oompeUed  to  express  onr  ap- 
probation or  disapprobation  of  the.  transaction, 
or  to  shrink  from  the  performance  of  an  import- 
ant duty.  We  could  not  hesitate.  The  subject 
was  accordingly  taken  up,  and  after  months  of 
deliberation,  in  which  the  whole  transaction 
was  fuUy  investigated  and  considered,  and  after 
the  opinions  of  all  sides,  the  friends  as  well  as 
the  opponents  of  the  administration,  were  fiiUy 
expce»ed,  the  Senate  passed  a  rewlntion  disap- 
proving the  reasons  of  tlie  Secretary.  But  they 
were  compelled  to  go  farther.  That  resolution 
covered  only  a  part  of  the  transaoUon,  and  tliat 
not  the  most  important  The  Secretary  was 
but  the  agent  of  the  President  in  the  transac- 
tion. He  had  been  placed  in  the  situation  he 
occupied,  expressly  with  a  view  of  executing 
the  order  of  the  President,  who  had  openly  de- 
clared that  he  assumed  the  responsibility ;  and 
his  declaration  was  reiterated  here,  in  the  de- 
ba^  by  those  who  are  known  to  speak  his  sen- 
timents. To  omit,  under  these  circumstances, 
an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  in 
relation  to  this  transaction,  viewed  as  the  act 
of  the  President,  wonld  have  been,  on  the  part 
(Mfthe  Senate,  a  manifest  der^otion  of  duty. 

^ith  this  impression,  the  second  resolution 
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was  adopted.  It  was  drawn  np  in  the  most 
general  terms,  and  with  great  care,  with  the 
view  to  avoid  an  expresnon  of  opinion  as  to  the 
motive  of  the  Executive,  and  to  limit  the  ex- 
pression simply  to  the  fact,  that,  in  the  part  he 
had  taken  in  the  transaction,  he  had  assumed 
powers  neither  confured  by  tbe  constitutim 
nor  ^e  lavs^  bnt  in  derbgatiun  of  both.  U  is 
this  resolotion,  thus  forced  upon  ns,  and  thus 
oan^adr  ezpreaaed,  whwh  has  bo  deeplr  of- 
fended the  Praddent;  which  has  called  forth 
Us  protest;  in  which  he  has  undertaken  to 
jadge  of  the  powers  of  the  Senate;  to  asugn 
limits  in  their  exercise  to  which  they  may,  and 
beyond  which  they  shall  not  go ;  to  deny  their 
right  to  pass  the  resolution ;  to  charge  th«n 
with  usurpation,  and  the  violation  of  law  and 
of  the  constitution  in  adopting  it;  and  finally, 
to  interpose  between  the*  Senate  and  their  con- 
stitnents,  and  virtually  to  pronounce  npon  the 
vaUdity  of  the  votes  of  some  of  its  members,  on 
the  gronnd  that  they  do  not  oonfOTm  with  the 
will  of  their  oonstatoentsl 

This  is  a  brief  statemmt  of  tiie  omtroversy, 
whioh  prraents  for  inquiry  the  qnestion,  What 
is  the  Tesl  nature  of  the  issue  between  the  par- 
ties?— a  question  of  the  utmost  magnitude,  and 
on  the  just  and  full  comprehension  of  which, 
the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  our  coarse  most 
mainly  depend. 

It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that 
the  issue  involves  the  question,  whether  tbe 
Senate  had  a  right  to  pass  that  resolution  or 
not  t  or  what  is  the  natnre  and  character  of 
the  resolution?  or  whether  it  be  correct  in 
point  of  fact  or  printnple?  or  whether  it  was 
expedient  to  adopt  it?  All  these  are  inmort- 
ant  questions,  but  they  were  fully  and  deUber- 
ately  considered,  and  were  finally  decided  by 
the  Senate  in  the  adcmtion  of  the  resolution— 
finally  and  irrevocably  decided — so  that  they  can- 
not be  opened  for  reconnderation  and  decision  b^ 
the  will  of  the  body  itself^  according  to  the  rules 
of  its  proceedings,  much  less  on  the  demands 
of  the  President.  No ;  tbe  question  is  not, 
whether  we  had  the  right  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion f  It  is  one  of  a  very  different  character, 
and  of  much  greater  magnitude.  It  is,  whether 
the  President  had  a  right  to  question  our  ded- 
sion!  This  is  the  roal  qnesUm  at  issue — a 

aaestion  which  goes  in  its  oonseooenoes  to  all 
le  powers  of  the  Senate,  and  which  involves 
in  its  recent  dedeion  the  f^t,  whether  it  is  a 
separate  and  independent  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  a  mere  appendix  of  the  Exeontive 
department.  If  the  President  has  indeed  the 
right  to  question  onr  opinion — if  we  aro  in  fact 
accountable  to  him — then  all  he  has  done  has 
been  rightfally  done ;  then  he  would  have  the 
right  to  send  us  his  protest ;  then  he  woiild 
have  the  right  to  judge  of  our  powers,  and  to 
asngn  limits  beyond  which  we  should  not  pass ; 
then  he  would  have  tbe  right  to  deny  our  an- 
tborify  to  pass  the  restdutioii,  and  to  aocoie  as 
of  usurpation  and  the  violation  of  law  and  <tf 
the  oi»a8titation  In  its  adoption.  Bnt  if  he  has 
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not  the  right— if  we  are  not  aoconntaUe  to  him 
— ^ihen  all  that  he  has  done  has  been  wrong- 
folly  done,  and  his  whole  course,  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  would 
be  an  open  and  palpable  violation  of  the  oonati- 
tntional  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Senate. 

Fortunately,  this  v^ry  important  qnestion, 
which  has  so  direct  a  bearing  on  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  Senate,  as  a  deliberate  body,  is 
ansoeptible  of  the  most  certain  and  onqoestion- 
able  solution.  Under  oar  system,  all  who  ex- 
ercise power  are  bound  to  show,  when  qoes- 
tioned,  by  what  antbortty  it  is  ezerdseo.  I 
deny  tiie  right  of  the  Preadent  to  qnesUon  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate— utterly  deny  it; 
and  I  call  upon  his  advocates  and  supporters  on 
this  floor  to  exhibit  his  authority ;  to  point  out 
the  article,  the  section,  and  the  clause  of  the 
constitution  which  contains  it ;  to  show,  in  a 
word,  the  express  grant  of  the  power.  None 
otiier  can  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  consti- 
tution. I  proclaim  it  as  a  troth,  as  an  nnqoea- 
tionaUe  truth,  of  the  highest  import,  and  here- 
tofore not  snfiQoiently  understood,  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  no  right  to  exercise  any  implied  or 
oonstructive  power.  I  speak  upon  the  author- 
ity of  the  constitution  itself;  which,  by  an  ex- 
press grant,  has  vested  all  the  implied  and  oon- 
BtTDctlTepowers  in  Congress,  and  in  Oongress 
alone.  Hear  what  the  constitution  says :  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  "  to  make  all  laws  which 
shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execntiou  the  foregoing  powers,  (those  granted 
to  Congress,)  and  iQl  ouer  powers  vested  by  this 
oonstitutiou  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof." 

Ooroment  is  unueoessary— the  result  is  in- 
evitable. The  Executive,  and  I  may  add  no 
department,  can  exerdse  any  power  without 
express  grant  by  the  oonstitotion  or  by  author- 
ity of  law — a  most  noble  and  wise  provision, 
full  of  the  most  important  wnseqaences.  By 
tt,  ours  is  made,  emphatically,  a  constitutiomd 
and  legal  Government,  instead  of  a  Govern- 
ment controlled  by  the  discretion  or  caprice  of 
those  who  are  appointed  to  administer  and  ex- 
ecute its  powers.  By  it,  our  Government,  in- 
stead of  consisting  of  three  independent,  sepa- 
rate, conflicting,  and  hostile  departments,  has 
all  its  powers  blended  harmoniously  into  one, 
without  the  danger  of  conflict,  and  without 
destroying  the  separate  and  independent  exist- 
ence of  the  parta.  Let  us  pause  for  a  moment 
to  contemplate  this  admirable  provision,  and 
the  simple  but  efficient  contrivance  by  which 
these  happy  results  are  secured. 

It  has  been  often  said  that  this  provision  of 
the  constitution  was  unnecessary ;  that  it  grew 
out  of  abundant  caution  to  remove  the  possi- 
bility of  a  doubt  as  to  the  existonce  of  implied 
or  oouBtmctiare  powers;  and  that  they  would 
have  existed  without  it,  and  to  the  full  extent 
that  they  now  do.  They  who  consider  this 
provision  in  this  light,  as  mere  surplusage,  do 
great  injustice  to  the  wisdom  of  those  who 
xbrmed  the  oonstitutifin.  I  shall  not  deaj  ibab 
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implied  or  constructive  powers  would  have  ex- 
isted, and  to  the  full  extent  that  they  now  do, 
without  this  provision ;  but  had  it  been  omitted, 
a  most  important  question  would  have  been  left 
open  to  controversy.  "Where  would  they  re- 
^de  f  In  each  department  i  Would  each  have 
had  the  right  to  interpret  its  own  powers,  and 
to  assume,  on  its  own  will  and  responsibiUty,  all 
&e  powers  necessary  to  can^  into  effect  thone 

Suited  to  it  by  the  ocostitation  t  What  would 
ve  bean  fbB  c^uequenoe  ?  Who  can  doubt 
that  a  state  of  perpetual  and  dangerous  conflict 
between  the  departments  would  be  the  necessa- 
ry, the  inevitable  result,  and  that  the  strongest 
would  ultimately  absorb  all  the  powers  of  tiie 
other  departments!  Need  I  designate  which 
is  that  Btroogestf  Need  I  prove  that  the 
Executive,  as  the  anned  inton>retor,  as  I  s^d  on 
another  occasion,  vested  with  the  patronage  of 
the  Government,  would  ultimately  become  the 
sole  expounder  of  the  constitution  f  It  was  to 
avoid  this  dangerous  conflict  between  the  de- 
partments, ana  to  provide  most  effectually 
against  the  abuses  of  discretitmary  or  implied 
powers,  that  thia  prorisifm  has  vested  all  the 
miplied  powers  in  Owgress. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  are  they  not  liable  to 
abuse  in  the  hands  of  Congress  1  Will  not  the 
same  principle  of  our  nature  which  impels  one 
department  to  encroach  upon  the  other,  equally 
impel  Congress  to  encroach  upon  the  I^eoutive 
department  f  Those  who  £ramed  the  constitu- 
tion dearly  foresaw  this  danger,  and  have  taken 
measures  effectually  to  guam  against  it.  With 
this  view,  the  constitution  has  raised  the  Presi- 
dent from  being  a  mere  executive  officer,  to  a 
participation  in  legislative  functions  of  the 
Government,  and  has,  among  other  l^atative 
powers,  douied  him  with  tibat  of  the  veto^ 
mainly  with  a  view  to  protect  his  rights  against 
the  enoroachments  ci  Congress.  £i  virtue  of 
this  important  power,  no  bill  can  become  a  law 
till  submitted  for  his  consideration.  If  he  ap- 
prove, it  becomes  a  law';  but  if  he  disapprove, 
It  is  returned  to  the  Bouse  in  which  it  origi- 
nated, and  cannot  become  a  law  unless  passed 
by  two-thirds  of  both  Houses ;  and,  in  order  to 
guard  his  powers  against  the  encroachments  of 
Congress,  through  all  the  avenues  by  which  it 
can  possibly  be  approached,  the  constitution 
expressly  provides  '^that  every  order,  resolu- 
tion,  or  vote,  to  whicJi  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  fiepresmtatives  may  be 
necessary,"  (none  other  can  pass  the  limits  of 
their  re^ectlve  halls,)  "  except  on  a  question 
of  adjournment,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent (tf  the  United  States,  and,  before  the  same 
shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him ;  or, 
being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  re-passed 
by  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Itepresentatives,  according  to  the  rules  and 
limitetions  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a  bill." 
These  provisions,  with  the  patronage  of  the 
Executive,  ^ive  ample  protection  to  the  powers 
of  the  President,  against  the  encroachment  of 
Oragtess,  as  ezperienoe  lias  abundantly  shown. 
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Bat  here  a  very  impottant  qnestioQ  presents 
itself^  which,  when  properly  considered,  throws 
a  flood  of  light  on  the  question  under  consider- 
ation. Vfhj  has  the  constitution  limited  the 
veto  power  to  bills,  and  to  the  orders,  votes, 
uid  resolntionfl,  reqairing  the  conoorrence  of 
both  Houses !  Why  not  also  extend  it  to  tiieir 
separate  Totea,  orders,  or  resolationB  I  But  one 
answer  can  be  given.  The  ot^ect  is  to  protect 
the  independence  of  the  two  HouBes — to  prevent 
Exeontive  from  interfering  vriQi  thdr  pro- 
ceedings, or  to  have  any  control  over  them,  as  \a 
attempted  in  this  protest ;  on  the  great  princi- 
ple which  lies  at  uie  foundation  of  liberty,  and 
without  which  it  cannot  be  preserved,  that  de- 
liberative bodies  should  be  left  without  extrar 
neons  control  or  influence,  free  to  express  their 
opinions  and  to  conduct  their  proceedings  ac- 
cording to  their  own  sense  of  propriety.  And 
we  find,  accordingly,  that  the  eonstitutton  has 
not  only  limited  the  veto  to  the  cases  requiring 
the  eonourring  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  hut 
has  expressly  vested  each  Hoose  with  the  power 
of  estaAlishii^  its  own  rules  of  proceeding,  ac- 
cording to  its  will  and  pleasure,  withont  limita- 
tion or  check.  'Within  these  walla,  then,  the 
Senate  is  the  sole  and  absolute  judge  of  its  own 
powers ;  and,  in  the  mode  of  conducting  our 
business,  and  in  determining  how,  and  when,  onr 
opinions  ought  to  be  expressed,  there  is  no 
other  standard  of  right  or  wrong,  to  which  lui 
appeal  can  be  made,  hut  the  constitution,  and 
the  rules  of  proceedings  established  onder  the 
anthority  of  the  Senate  itself.  And  so  solici- 
tous js  the  constitution  to  secure  to  each  House 
a  fuU  control  over  its  own  proceedings,  and 
the  freest  and  fiollest  expresuon  of  opinion, 
on  all  salgects,  that  even  the  nu^esty  of  the 
laws  is  rdand  to  ensore  a  peifwt  freedom 
debate.  Itiswortbyof nnuu-k,t]iflttheproTi8- 
ion  of  the  oonstitntion  whioh  I  have  cited,  in 
vesting  la  Congress  the  implied  or  constructive 
powers,  is  so  worded  as  not  to  comprehend  the 
discretionary  powers  of  the  two  Houses,  in  de- 
termining the  rules  of  their  proceedings,  which, 
of  course,  places  them  beyond  the  interference 
of  OoDgress  itself. 

-Let  us  now  cast  our  eyes  back,  in  order  that 
we  may  comprehend,  at  a  single  glance,  the 
admirable  arrangements  by  which  the  harmony 
of  the  Oovermnent  is  secured,  without  impair- 
ing the  separate  existence  and  independence  of 
the  parts.  In  order  to  prevent  the  oonfliots 
vhien  would  have  resulted,  necessarily,  if  eaoh 
department  had  been  left  to  c<mstrae  its  own 
powers,  all  the  implied  or  oonstmotive  powers 
are  vested  in  Congress ;  that  Congress  shonld 
not,  throng  its  implied  powers,  encroach  upon 
the  Executive  department,  (I  omit  the  Judiciary 
as  not  belonging  to  the  question,)  the  President 
is  clothed  with  the  veto  power ;  and  that  his 
veto  should  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the 
two  Houses  to  control  their  respective  proceed- 
ings, it  is  limited  to  bills,  or  votes  that  require 
the  oononrrenoe  of  the  two  Houses.  It  is  thus 
that  our  walk  are  interposed  to  protect  the 
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rights  which  belong  to  us,  as  a  separate  oonstit* 
uent  member  of  the  Grovemment,  from  the  en- 
croachments of  the  Executive  power ;  and  it  is 
thus  that  the  power  which  is  placed  in  his 
bands,  as  a  shield  to  protect  him  against  the 
implied  or  constructive  powers  of  Congress,  is 
prevented  from  being  qonverted  into  a  sword 
to  attack  the  rights  which  are  radonvely  vest- 
ed in  the  two  Housea. 

Having  now  estaUished,  bciyond  eontzovex^y, 
that  the  President  has  no  implied  or  oonstmo- 
tive power ;  that  he  has  no  authority  to  exer- 
cise any  right  not  expressly  granted  to  him  by 
the  constitution,  or  vested  io  him  by  law ;  ami 
that  the  constitution  has  secured  to  ihe  Senate 
the  sole  right  of  regulating  its  own  proceedings, 
free  from  all  intorKrence ;  the  fabric  reared  by 
this  paper,  and  which  rests  upon  the  oppodte 
basis,  presupposing  the  right  to  the  fullest  and 
boldest  assomption  of  discretionary  powers,  on 
the  part  <^  the  Fiendent,  iUls  prni^ate  in  the 
dust 

Vith  these  views,  it  will  not  be  expected 
that  I  should  waste  the  time  ot  the  Senate  in  ex- 
amining its  contents;  but  if  additional  proof 
were  necessary  to  confirm  the  truth  of  my  re- 
marks, and  to  ahow  how  strong  would  have 
been  the  tendency  to  conflict,  and  how  danger- 
ous it  would  have  been  to  have  let  the  several 
departments  in  possession  of  the  right  to  exer- 
cise implied  powers  at  their  pleasure,  this  pa- 
per would  afford  the  strongest  In  illustration 
of  the  correctness  of  this  assertion,  I  will  select 
two  or  three  of  its  leading  positions,  which  will 
show  what  feeble  barriers  reason  or  r^ard  to 
consistency  would  be  to  prevent  oonfwst  be- 
tween the  deputments,  or  to  protect  the  Legis- 
lative frtnn  the  Enoutive  branch  <^  the  wn- 
emment,  and  how  regardless  the  President  is 
of  oondsten(7  or  reaacm,  where  tiie  oljeot  is  the 
advanoemoit  of  the  powers  of  his  dqiartmait 

The  advocates  of  me  Prerident  could  not  but 
feel  the  glaring  inconsistency  and  abaurdi^  of 
his  course ;  and,  in  order  to  reconcile  his  oon- 
duct  with  the  prindplee  tiiat  he  lud  down,  as- 
serted, in  the  discussion,  that  he  sent  his  pro- 
test, not  as  President  of  the  United  States,  but 
in  his  individual  character,  as  Andrew  Jackson. 
We  may  assert  any  thing — that  black  is  white, 
or  that  white  is  black.  Every  page,  ev^  line 
of  this  paper,  contradicts  the  assertion.  H^ 
throughout,  speaks  in  his  official  character,  aa 
President  of  the  United  Stirtes,  and  regards  the 
supposed  ii\)ury  that  has  been  done  hun,  as  aa 
injury  to  hhn,  not  In  Ids  pri-rale,  but  in  his 
offidal  oharaoter.  Bat  the  explanatacm  only 
removes  the  difficulty  one  step  further  back. 
I  would  ask,  what  right  has  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  divest  himself  of  his  offi- 
cial character,  in  a  question  between  him  and 
this  body,  touching  his  official  conduct  f  Where 
is  his  authority  to  descend  from  his  high  sta- 
tion, in  order  to  defend  hims^  as  a  mere  pri- 
vate individual,  in  what  relates  to  him  in  hit 
public  obaractor  f 

But,  the  part  of  this  p^ter  wUoh  is  the  most 
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tiunoterifltio-^tli&t  which  lets  m  into  the  real 
natore  and  character  of  tlus  moTemeat — ]s  tlie 
source  from  which  the  President  derives  the 
right  to  interfere  with  oar  proceedings.  He 
does  not  even  pretwd  to  derive  it  from  anj 
power  vested  in  him  by  the  oonstitation,  ex- 
press or  implied.  He  knew  that  snoh  an  at- 
tempt would  be  utterly  hopeless ;  and  aocord- 
in^y,  instead  of  a  question  of  right,  he  makes 
it  a  question  of  duty ;  and  thus  inverts  the  or- 
der of  things ;  referring  his  rights  to  his  duties, 
instead  of  his  duties  toliis  rights,  and  forgetting 
that  rights  always  precede  duties,  and  are  in 
fact  but  the  oUiga&ons  which  they  impone, 
and  of  coarse  that  ther  do  not  confer  power,  but 
impose  ohedimoe-— obedience,  In  his  ease,  to 
tiie  constitution  and  the  laws,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  ofBcoal  duties.  The  c^pffldte  view — that 
on  which  be  acts,  and  which  would  pve  to  the 
President  a  right  to  assume  whatever  duty  he 
might  choose,  and  to  convert  such  duties  into 
powers — wotud,  if  admitted,  render  him  as 
absolute  as  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Snsaias. 
Taking  this  erroneons  view  of  his  powers,  he 
oonld  be  at  litUe  loss  to  Justify  bis  condnct 
To  Jnstify,  did  I  say  t  He  takes  higher,  far 
hifper  ground;  he  makes  his  interference  a 
matter  raoldigation:  of  solemn  obUgatira;  im> 
pcadons  uecesu^— the  tyrant's  plea.  He  tells 
us  that  it  was  doe  to  his  station,  to  pnbUo  opin- 
ion,  to  proper  self-respect,  to  the  obligation  im- 
posed by  his  constitutional  oath,  his  mity  to  see 
the  laws  faithfully  executed,  his  responsibili^ 
as  the  head  of  the  Executive  department,  and 
to  his  obligation  to  the  American  people,  as 
ihmr  immmiate  representative,  to  interpose 
his  authoriW^  against  the  usurpations  of  the 
Senate.  In&tuated  man  I  blinded  by  ambition 
— intoxicated  by  flattwy  and  vani^l  "Who, 
that  is  the  least  aoqnunted  widi  the  human 
heart— who,  that  is  conversant  with  the  page 
of  history,  does  not  see,  under  all  thla,  the 
workings  of  a  dark,  lawless,  and  insattable 
ambition;  wMob,  if  not  arrested,  will  finally 
impd  him  to  his  own,  or  bis  country's  ruin  t 

When  Mr.  CACBomirhad  ooneladed,  Mr.  Bob 
withdrew  his  amendment  "tiiat  the  protest  be 
not  received." 

Mr.  F0B8TTH  moved  to  amend  the  resolutions. 
"by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "Besolved," 
in  the  first  resolution,  and  inserting — 

**  That  the  message  of  the  Frerideot,  protestlDg 
walnst  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  26tb  or 
j£m)h,  be  entered  on  the  Joomal,  according  to  his 
xeqnest. 

**JtMeh$dt  That,  tearing  to  the  States,  to  whom 
the  Senate  is  akme  lespon^le,  to  judge  vhetber 
the  reeolntion  o<napluiied  of  is,  or  is  not,  within 
the  constitutional  competency  of  this  body,  and 
called  fbr  1^  the  present  condition  of  public  affairs, 
an  anthentioated  copy  of  the  original  resolution, 
with  a  list  of  the  veas  and  nkys,  of  the  President's 
message,  and  of  tnese  resolutions,  be  prepared  by 
the  Secrets^,  and  transmitted  by  the  Vice  Fred- 
dent  to  the  Oovemor  of  each  State  of  the  Union,  to 
be  by  him  laid  beCore  the  Legisbtture  at  tb«r  next 
■BMion,  as  tiw  vbHj  anttnri^  anUwriiad  to  Judge 


[Snura. 

'  apm  the  ot^aions  and  condnct  of  the  Senatots  re- 
^ectively.''^ 

"Mr.  PoiNDEXTEB  Qsked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  Uiis  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Hr.  OAuiouir  moved  to  amend  the  original 
resolutions,  by  adding  the  two  following  resoln- 

tioDB : 

"StBoived,  That  the  Preddet^  of  the  TToited 
Statee  has  no  right  to  send  a  protest  to  the  Senate 
against  any  of  its  proceedings. 

"Jt«Molved,  That  the  Senate  do  not  receive  the 
protest  of  tiie  Frerident.** 

A  faw  words  rassed  between  Mr.  FoBSTTHf 
iir.  FoiHDXxnB,  jfr.  Euro,  and  Vr.  Oauiodv, 
on  the  question  of  ordw,  as  Mr.  Fobbvth*b  pro- 
position was  pwding.  Hr.  Oaueoun  stated  that 
the  obvious  meaning  of  a  mle  oi  the  Senate, 
that  before  any  motion  to  strike  out  the  words 
of  a  resolution  should  be  received,  was,  that 
the  resolution  might  be  made  as  pei^ect  as  pos- 
sible. Mr.  FoBSTTH  finally  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment for  the  present,  to  allow  the  question  to 
be  taken  on  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Calbodh. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
amraidment  pn^Kwed  by  Mn  Oai.houv. 

Mr.  FoBBTXH  taSA  be  oononrred  with  lite  Sen- 
ator ikwn  Booth  Carolina,  (Ur.  OALHonvJ  that 
the  paper  was  an  official  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States — m  some  sort  per^ 
Bonal,  too,  as  even^  paper  must  be  that  was 
presented  by  an  officer,  to  defend  himself  on  a 
charge  of  msregarding  his  duty,  his  personal 
diaracter  l>ein^  in  such  charge  necessarily  in- 
volved. Considered  as  an  official  communica- 
tion from  a  co-ordinate  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  was  with*nnfeigned  surprise  that 
Mr.  F.  saw  the  pertinacity  of  members  in  thus 
gravely  discussmg  the  question  whether  tiie 
message  or  protest  should  be  received  or  not. 
Senators  treat  it  as  an  ordinary  petition  or  me- 
morial. Now  a  potion  was  never  in  the  bands 
of  the  Senate  nntil  it  was  formally  received.  A 
member  under  the  mle  presents  a  memorial  in 
bis  place,  states  its  contents,  and  if  no  oltjection 
is  made,  it  is  received.  If  ot;jection  is  mad& 
tho  sense  of  the  Senate  is  taken — ^the  memorial 
remaining,  nntil  the  Senate  agrees  to  receive  it, 
in  the  hands  of  the  Senator  who  offered  it  How 
is  it  with  an  official  message  from  the  President 
to  either  House  of  Congress,  or  from  one  branch 
of  the  L^slatnre  to  tbeotherf  The  Secretary 
^the  Executive  or  of  the  House  presents  him- 
self at  oar  bar :  "  I  am  directed  to  lay  before 
the  Senate  a  message  in  writing,"  &e.  It  is  laid 
on  our  table— it  is  beycmd  tlie  control  of  the 
Fzeentive  ot  of  theHoos^-withont  onr  pmniB- 
sionit  oannot  be  withdrawn ;  It  lies  on  the  table 
of  the  Senate,  in  our  possession,  before  and  of- 
tor  it  is  read.  Whatever  ma^  be  its  contents, 
we  cannot  refaso  to  receive  it,  without  acting 
absurdly.  Admit  our  right  to  examine  the  pa- 
per, and  decide  upon  its  character  belbre  it  is 
reoeived,  and  then,  when  pas^on,  or  reason,  or 
pr^ndice,  prevtils,  to  refbse  to  receive  a  mesrage 
disagreeaue  to  na,  what  becomea  of  the  ri^ta 
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of  the  President  and  the  two  Houses,  in  their 
Intercourse  with  the  Executive  and  with  each 
other  t  A  bill  is  sent  to  the  President  He  re- 
turns it  with  his  veto — examining  freely  the 
powers  of  Congress,  and  placing  his  refusal  to 
pass  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  want  of  constitu- 
tional power  in  the  Federal  Government  to  leg- 
islate on  the  subject  of  it— speaks  freely  or 
harshly  of  usurpations  of  powers — and  can  we 
or  the  Hoase  of  BepmentaliTes  reAue  to  re- 
ceive itt  What  beoomes  of  the  bilif  It  is  a 
law,  if  not  retnmed  to  the  Honse  where  it  orig- 
inates, in  ien  dars.  The  message  and  returned 
bill  are  not  on  file  or  on  the  Journals  of  either 
Honse ;  no  record  of  the  veto,  where  alone  it 
can  or  ought  to  be  looked  for,  is  on  the  Jour- 
nols  <^  the  ^089  whm  the  hill  ori^nated.  ^ 


tjJWDA.Y,  May  0. 

VoUm^QtUiHtm  ofM^xMngihaPrmienfft 
FrotetU 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewiog,  FreUnghoysen,  Kent,  Knight, 
Leigh,  Kaudun,  Poindester,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Pres- 
ton, Bobbins,  SUsbee,  Smith,  Sprague,  Swift,  Tom- 
linsoa,  Tyler,  WKggaman,  Webster — 26. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  McKean,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
While,  WilkUis,  Wright— 17. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  seoond 
resolution  of  Mr.  OAiHopr,  and  dedded  in  the 

negative,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Calboun,  Clayton,  Ewing,  L^h, 
Naudain,  Poindezter,  Bobbins — 1. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Clay, 
Forsyth,  Frelinglmysen,  HendrickB,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Qeor^  Linn,  Moore, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Shepley,  ^bee,  Smith, 
Swift,  Sprague,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinaon, 
Tyler.  Webster,  White,  Inlkins,  Wright— S4. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  then  moved  bis  amendment,  and 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question — 
which  were  ordered. 

Ur.  F.  sMd  tiiat,  oonaidering  this  doonment 
was  entirely  defendve  in  its  oharaoter,  he 
thought  it  proper  to  send  it  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  States,  and  his  ot^ect  was  to  give  the 
owortnnify. 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  ISx.  VotsTSB,  ud  dedded  in  the  negative,  as 
follows : 

TxAS. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Qrondy, 
Hendricks,  HIU,  Kane,  King  of  AUbama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Lion,  McKean,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 17. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  *Ewing,  Frelinghnysen,  Kent,  Knight, 
Leigh,  Ifoore,  Naudain,  Pomdexter,  Porter,  lYen- 
dss,  Preston,  Bobbins,  ^Isbee,  Smith,  gpragoe. 
Swift,  TomUnson,  Tyler,  Web8ter^25. 
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Wkdnksdat,  May  t, 
Prmdmfa  Protttt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Feblinohctsen,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resoln- 
tiona  of  Mr.  PoiKDBxnB,  as  modified 
Olat  and  Mr.  Oalhodh. 

[Mr.  Webster  deliTaied  an  extended  argoment 
in  favor  of  adopting  Uie  four  resototions,  vhi^  ar- 
gument necessarily  covered  ground  previously  trod 
by  bimself  and  others,  and  concluded  with  a  recapat- 
ulation  of  the  heads  and  snbstance  of  bis  speech 
which  presented  the  whole  in  a  condensed,  pointed, 
and  impressive  manner.  The  following  was  his  re- 
capitulation:] 

I  will  now,  sir,  aak  leave  to  recapitulate  tiie 
genoral  doctrines  <tf  this  protest,  and  to  preaant 
them  togetiier.   Th^  are : 

That  neither  branch  of  the  Legislature  can 
take  up,  or  consider,  for  the  purpose  of  oenante, 
any  official  act  of  the  President,  without  a  view 
to  legislation  or  impeachment ; 

Tl^t  not  only  the  pass^^  bat  the  discussion 
of  the  resolution  of  tiie  Senate  of  the  28th  of 
March,  was  unautiiorized  by  the  otnutitDtimi, 
and  repugnant  to  its  provisions ; 

That  the  custody  of  the  pablic  treasury  al- 
ways mnst  be  intrusted  to  the  ExecutiTe ;  that 
Congress  cannot  take  it  out  of  bis  bands,  nor 
place  it  anywhere,  except  with  such  superin- 
tendents and  keepers  as  are  appointed  by  him, 
responslUe  to  him,  and  removMle  at  his  will ; 

That  the  whole  Exeontdve  power  is  in  the 
President,  and  that,  therefore,  the  dnty  (tf  de- 
fending tiie  integrity  of  the  constitution  results 
to  him  from  the  very  nature  of  his  office ;  and 
that  the  founders  of  our  republic  have  attested 
their  sense  of  the  importance  of  tiiis  duty,  and, 
by  expressing  it  in  his  official  oath,  have  given 
to  it  peculiar  solemnity  and  force ; 

That  as  he  is  to  take  care  tiiat  the  laws  be 
f^thftilly  executed,  he  is  thereby  made  respon- 
sible for  the  entire  action  of  the  Executive  de- 
partment, with  power  of  appointing,  oversee- 
ing, and  controlling  those  who  execnte  the 
laws; 

That  the  power  of  removal  from  office,  like 
that  of  ^pointment,  is  an  original  Executive 
power,  and  is  left  in  his  hands,  unchecked  \fj 
the  constitution,  except  in  the  case  of  Judges ; 
that,  being  responsible  for  the  exercise  of  Uie 
whole  Executive  power,  he  has  a  right  to  em- 
ploy agents  of  his  own  choice,  to  assist  him  in 
the  performance  of  his  datie&  and  to  discluu|^ 
them  when  he  is  no  longer  willing  to  be  respon- 
sible for  their  acts ; 

That  the  secretaries  are  his  secretaries,  and 
all  persons  appointed  to  offices  created  by  law, 
except  the  judges,  his  agents,  responsible  to 
him,  and  removable  at  his  pleasure ; 

And,  finally,  that  he  is  the  direct  representa- 
tive of  tiie  American  people. 

These,  snr,  are  stmie  oi  the  leading  propo^ 
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tioQS  contained  in  the  protest ;  and  if  thej  be 
true,  then  the  Qovemment  nnder  which  we 
live  is  on  elective  monarchy.  It  is  not  yet  ab- 
solute, there  are  yet  some  checks  and  limita- 
tions in  the  constitution  and  laws ;  but  in  its 
essential  and  prevailing  oluraoter,  it  is  an  elec- 
tive monarchy. 

Hr.  President,  I  have  spoken  fredy  of  his 
protest,  and  of  the  doetrinea  which  it  advanoes ; 
opt  I  have  sud  nothing  which  I  do  not  believe. 
On  these  high  qnestlons  of  constitntioiial  law, 
respect  for  my  own  character,  as  well  as  a  sol- 
emn and  profonnd  sense  of  duty,  restrains  me 
from  giving  utterance  to  a  single  sentiment 
which  does  not  Sow  from  entire  conviction. 
I  feel  that  I  am  not  wrong.  I  feel  that  an 
inborn  and  inbred  love  of  constitntional  liberty, 
and  some  study  of  our  political  institutions, 
have  notj  on  this  oocosion,  misled  me.  But  I 
have  desired  to  say  nothing  that  shonld  give 

Earn  to  the  Chief  Ha^trate,  personally.  I 
ave  not  aonght  to  fix  arrows  in  his  breast.; 
bnt  I  believe  mm  mistaken,  altogether  mistaken, 
in  the  sentiments  which  he  has  expressed ;  and 
I  mast  concur  with  others  in  placing  on  the 
records  of  the  Senate  my  disapprobation  of 
those  sentiments.  On  a  vote  vliich  is  to  remun 
so  long  as  any  proceeding  of  the  Senate  shall 
lastj  and  on  a  qnestion  which  can  never  cease 
to  be  important  while  the  constitution  of  the 
country  endures,  I  have  denred  to  make  public 
my  reasons.  They  will  now  be  known,  and  I 
submit  them  to  the  judgment  of  the  present  and 
after  times.  Sir,  the  occasion  is  full  of  interest. 
It  cannot  pass  off  without  leaving  strong  im- 
pressions  on  the  character  of  pnUio  men.  A 
collision  has  taken  place,  which  I  oould  have 
most  an^muly  viwed  to  avoid;  bnt  it  was 
not  to  be  shunned.  We  have  not  sought  this 
controversy ;  it  has  met  us,  and  been  forced 
upon  us.  In  my  judgment,  the  law  has  been 
disregarded,  and  the  constitution  transgressed ; 
the  fortress  of  liberty  has  been  assaulted,  and 
circumstances  have  placed  the  Senate  in  the 
breach ;  and,  although  we  may  perish  la  it, 
I  know  we  shall  not  fly  from  it.  Bat  I  am 
fearless  of  consequences.  We  shall  hold  on,  sir, 
and  hold  out,  till  the  people  themselves  come 
to  ita  defence.  We  shall  nuse  the  alarm,  and 
ni^ntidn  the  post,  till  Uiey  whose  right  it  is, 
shall  decide  whetiier  the  Senate  be  a  faction, 
wantonly  rensting  lawful  power,  or  whether  it 
be  oi^KMiub  Vith  firmness  and  patxiotism,  vio- 
lations of  liberty,  and  inroads  upon  the  consti- 
tution. 

Ur.  BEim>N  said :  The  attack  npon  the  Pres- 
ident, so  indecently  and  illegally  commenced  at 
the  beginning  of  the  sesaou,  now  draws  to  a 
dose,  and  approaches  its  termination.  The 

{trotrocted  diacnssion  expires  under  its  own 
ength :  all  the  defenders  of  the  Senate  have 
been  heard ;  the  case  is  ready  to  go  before  the 
people,  and  to  be  handed  down  to  posterity, 
and  to  receive  from  the  ultimate  arbiter  of  hu- 
man actions — an  impartial  public— the  final 
sentence  of  condemnation  ot  approval  to  which 
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it  is  entitled.  And  how  does  the  case  stand  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  ?  How  does  the  Senate 
appear?  Nak^d,  defenceless,  unjustified,  and 
unjustifiable!  Stripped  to  the  shirt,  like  the 
Roman  Oonsnls  in  the  Oaudine  Forks  I  and 
without  denial  or  palliation  for  the  most  fia- 
grant  breach  of  the  constitntion,  and  the  most 
scandalous  disregard  of  decency,  which  the  his- 
tory of  &ction  and  the  annals  of  cabal  baa  ever 
exhibited  to  an  outraged  commmiity,  In  any 
age,  or  in  any  country. 

What  is  it,  said  Hr.  B.,  that  the  Senate  has 
done  t  What  act  of  theirs  has  bad  the  novel 
effect  to  place  this  hi^h  body  at  tbe  bar  of  tiie 
public  to  throw  it  mto  a  deep  and  deadly 
breach,  and  to  make  it  cry  out  for  succor  and 
for  safety  t  _  What  act  has  the  Senate  done  to 
produce  this  strange  vicissitude  jn  its  fortunes, 
to  work  this  wonderful  metamorphosis  on  its 
own  dignity  and  station  ?  What  has  it  done  to 
effect  fill  this?  Let  factfl,  and  an  impartial 
country,  respond  to  t^ie  inqTdry  I  All  America 
knows  that,  when  the  deposits  were  remo^ 
last  fall,  the  whole  newspaper  interest  connect- 
ed with  the  United  States  Bank  immediately 
prodded  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
of  the  laws,  and  demanded  tiie  impeachment  of 
the  President.  The  impeachment  was  not  only 
demanded,  but  foretold  and  asserted.  The 
House  of  Representatives  was  appealed  to; 
their  duty  to  prefer  the  impeachment  was  in- 
cessantly urged ;  their  intention  to  do  so  was 
openly  aflSrmed;  and  so  &r  was  the  procera 
carried,  of  preparing  the  public  mind  for  the 
event,  that  the  names  of  the  members  who 
were  to  move  it,  and  of  the  witnesses  who  were 
to  attend  the  trialj  were  exnltingly  and  oeten- 
tatioosly  paraded  m  the  presses  the  bank  I 
All  this  took  place  in  the  months  of  October 
and  November,  and  took  place  too  recently  and 
too  notorioudy  to  brook  contradiction,  or  to 
require  corroboration  on  this  fioor.  And  thus, 
for  two  months  before  Congress  assembled,  and 
to  the  full  extent  ^at  bank  intelligence  and 
bank  publications  could  go,  the  public  mind  wbb 
warned  and  prepared  to  witness  an  attempt  to 

fet  up  a  fomial  impeachment  against  President 
ackson,  as  soon  as  Congress  met.  Tlie  dis- 
missal of  Mr,  Duane,  because  he  would  not 
give  the  order  for  the  removal  of  the  deposits ; 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Tan<^  to  fAvo  that 
order,  and  the  consequent  exercise  of  ulegal  and 
nnconstitutional  power  over  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  held  to  be  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  were  the  notorious  and 
proclaimed  grounds  for  demanding  the  contem- 
plated impeachment.  Congress  meets  on  the 
third  day  of  December;  day  after  day,  ond 
week  after  week,  passes  nway,  and  no  member 
is  found  to  rise  in  his  place  to  move  the  im- 
peachment which  the  Dank  presses  had  so 
openly  demanded  and  bo  confidently  foretold. 
No  member  of  the  House  rises  in  his  place  to 
commence  that  proceeding,  which  under  the 
constitution  of  the  country,  could  only  com- 
mence In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  im- 
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mediate  oisan  of  the  people's  grievuieee,  as 
veil  as  of  the  people's  ifghte,  and  ^propiiat^ 
sfyled  the  grand  inqnest  of  the  nation.  No 
member  <j  tliat  body  rises  in  his  plaoe  to  obej 
the  impoMon  of  the  bank,  to  avenge  its  cause, 
to  veriij  its  proclamation,  and  to  move  the  im- 
peachment of  the  President  In  a  hoij  of  two 
bnndred  and  fortj-eight  members,  many  of 
them  young,  many  waim,  impetnous,  d^nng, 
none  could  be  fomid  to  minister  to  the  ven- 
geance of  the  bank,  and  to  redeem  the  pledge 
for  which  that  institation  stood  committed  m 
the  fiue  of  the  ooimtry.  *  *  *  *  *  ihe 
impeachment  eoold  not  be  oommwoed  in  the 
House  of  BepresentativesI  What  neztt  It  is 
aotnally  commenced  in  the  Senate  1  On  the 
2dth  day  of  December— just  three  weeks  after 
Congress  had  met — and  when  the  whole  sabject 
of  the  finances,  the  treasary,  and  the  bank,  had 
been  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee,  to 
ori^nate  the  le^adre  measnres  which  the 
ca8&  might  reqmre,  a  resolntion  Is  lud  upon 
the  table  of  the  Senate,  by  a  member  of  that 
body,  to  condemn  the  President  for  the  iden- 
tical aote  for  which  the  bank  presses  had  fore- 
told, and  demanded  his  impeadmient 

Tne  resolntion  is  lud  upon  the  table,  withoat 
any  legislative  oljeot;  for  the  legislative  in- 
qoiry  had  already  gone  to  appropriate  com- 
mittee. It  is  laid  npon  the  table  by  a  member 
oi  the  Senate ;  a  speech  in  the  style  and  tem- 
per of  the  most  relentless  criminal  proeecution, 
such  as  the  civilization  of  the  age  does  not 
admit  against  the  greatest  offenders,  is  pro- 
longed for  three  days  upon  it ;  a  debate  of  the 
same  character  rages  for  three  months;  the 
resolntion  is  then  three  times  altered  by  the 
mover  in  the  face  of  the  Senate,  and  a  vote  is 
taken  npon  it,  defined  by  an  exact  party  Une, 
ftndiog  the  President  goilty  of  a  violation  of  the 
laws  and  the  constitution,  and  actually  con- 
demning hinL  without  trial,  for  the  oonmilsdon 
of  an  impeachable  offence,  and  that  by  the  vny 
body,  whidi  could  neither  be^  an  impeach- 
ment nor  decUne  the  trial  of  one  when  regn- 
larly  brought  before  them.  The  act  of  the  Sen- 
ate being  finished  uid  consummated,  their  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  being  prononnced — the 
Prmident,  for  the  first  time,  breaks  silence,  and 
lifts  his  voice  in  a  proceeding  so  extraordinary 
in  its  natnre,  and  so  nninst  in  its  consequences 
to  himself.  He  sends  m  his  protest  I  A  calm 
and  digiufled  remonstrance,  an  impressive  and 
temperate  appeal  agtunst  the  injustioe  that  has 
been  done  him.  In  this  protest  he  has  taken 
hia  atfud  npon  dear,  constitutional  law— ^pon 
the  first  prin<nples  of  criminal  Justice — that  the 
Senate,  being  his  Judges,  had  no  right  to  pre- 
judge his  case,  and  to  pronounce  him  guilty 
without  trial  or  hearing.  This  is  the  ground 
taken  by  the  President ;  and  what  is  the  an- 
swer, the  defence,  the  justification  of  the  Sen- 
ate 1  Not  a  response  to  the  accusation,  not  a 
reply  to  the  charge,  not  a  defence  for  usurping 
jurisdiction,  exercising  extr^udioial  power,  and 
condooting  an  ex  pwU  proceeding  but  clouds 


[Mat,  18S4. 

of  new  charges,  volleys  of  new  epithets,  and 
torrents  of  new  invective ;  with  an  affected  cry 
of  danger^  and  standing  in  the  breach ;  as  if 
public  attention  could  be  drawn  off  mm.  the 
true  point  in  dispute — from  the  examination  of 
the  Senate's  conduct — by  mere  dint  of  clamor, 
by  reckless  accumulation  of  fresh  accusation, 
by  distortion  and  pervereion  of  ever^  word  in 
the  protest,  and  by  pursuing  the  President,  like 
a  constable's  fMVM,  with  one  incessant  uproar, 
as  if  engagea  in  the  hue-and-cry  pursuit  of  a 
fiogitive  Irom  Justice.  No,  rar,  said  Mr.  B.,  this 
is  not  the  budneaa  now  in  hand.  The  present 
question  is  to  examine  into  the  ccmstitiitionalily 
of  the  Senate's  ]Hmweding  ag^nst  the  iSw- 
dent,  and  not  to  try  the  Ireffldent  over  again 
upon  the  old  accusation,  or  to  eke  out  rtale 
charges  with  new  af^ravationa  The  Seni^ 
has  judged  the  President  and  the  country  will 
now  judge  the  Senate.  Our  present  occupation 
is  the  defence  of  the  Senate ;  and  what  is  that 
defence,  stripped  of  all  additions  and  glossea, 
and  reduced  to  its  point  and  essence  t  What  is 
that  defence,  now  that  all  the  defenders  have 
been  heard ;  when  the  last  advocate  has  spoken, 
and  the  case  is  ready  for  submission  to  the 
judgment  of  the  peofdef  What  is  this  defence  ? 
Sir,  it  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  refuge 
under  a  snbterfue — a  fli^  from  every  thing 
like  defence — ana  a  palpal  oonfesnim  tiiat  no 
defence  can  be  made;  fox  the  whole  ezoose 
the  Senate  rests  up<Hi  a  solitary  assumption, 
which  every  speaker  has  made,  and  which  as- 
sumption is  neither  true  in  fiuit  nor  material  in 
law.  It  rests  upon  the  assnmption  that  the 
motives  of  the  IVesident  were  not  impugned  I 
that  wicked,  corrupt,  and  criminal  intentions 
were  not  imputed  to  him  I  This  is  the  snm 
total  of  the  defence.  "  The  resolntion  is  ^ent 
as.  to  the  motive,"  says  one,  (Hr.  Ou.t.)  "  It 
oarefolbr  dwtaina  from  the  imputation  of  a 
orindnBl  intent,'*  wjb  another,  (Mr.  LnflB.) 
"  It  imputes  no  crime ;  it  charges  no  o(MTapt 
motive ;  it  proposes  no  punishment,"  sqrs  a 
third,  QSt.  webstkb.)  Here,  then,  sud  Mr. 
B.,  is  the  whole  point  and  power  of  the  defence. 
Its  concentratedT  essence  lies  in  the  allegation, 
that  criminal  intentions  are  not  imputed  to  the 
President 

Upon  this  defence  Kr.  B.  took  two  distinct 
and  separate  issues :  first,  that  it  was  not  true» 
in  point  of  fact ;  and  secondly,  that  if  true,  it 
was  not  material  in  point  of  law.  lik  disoussmg 
the  first  of  these  israea,  he  said  he  should  not 
commit  the  folly  of  confining  himself  to  the 
words  which  were  inserted  in  the  readution. 
e^Kdally  as  altered,  and  altved  for  the  third 
time,  in  the  face  of  the  Senate,  tmd  the  last 
hour  of  the  debate. 

He  must  he  permitted  to  believe,  and  to 
mdntain,  that  the  omission  to  charge  a  criminal 
intent,  and  especially  its  careful  and  studied 
omission,  operated  nothing  in  favor  of  the  Sen- 
ate, bat  the  contrary.  The  averment,  thoi^ 
not  in  the  resolution  in  words,  was  neverthe- 
less effeotoally  there  by  implication ;  and,  what 
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is  infinitely  more,  it  was  evidently  in  the  hearts, 
and  notorionsly  in  the  speeches,  of  all  the 
members  who  snpported  the  resolution.  The 
charge  was,  therefore,  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
judges ;  it  was  in  their  pleadings ;  it  was  pro- 
mnlgated  in  their  speeches,  even  in  all  those 
delivered  on  the  distress  memoriala,  as  on  the 
ibrmal  resolution.  Even  now,  within  this 
hoor,  in  the  hearing  of  all  preeent  the  last 
speaker  on  the  nde  of  the  Senate  Qtt.  Wm- 
stxb)  has  openly  said,  that  Frerident  Jaokaon^a 
e<»idact,  in  Msnming  and  sanctioning  2b.  Ta- 
ney's appointment  of  a  salaried  officer  to  super- 
intend the  deposit  banks— (which  appointment 
"Mi.  Taney  never  made  I) — that  such  conduct  of 
a  President,  in  the  time  of  Washington  and  Jef- 
ferson, could  not  have  passed  a  week  before  it 
became  the  foandation  for  an  impeachment. 
After  this,  what  merit  can  there  be  in  saying 
that  evil  intentions  are  not  charged  on  the 
record?  The  in^nij  to  the  PreBident  is  the 
same,  whether  in  tlie  record  or  not ;  for  being 
a  man  ot  soond  mind,  he  la  presumed  to  act 
iritb  intentions,  and  to  violate  the  law  and  the 
constitution  with  bad  intentioDS^  if  he  violates 
them  at  aU.  Having  sworn  to  snppwt  Uiem, 
the  breach  the  oath  involves  peijury.  To  the 
Senate  tiie  consequence  Is  the  same,  whether 
the  evil  intention  is  retained  in  the  heart, 
spread  upon  the  record,  or  proclahned  in  the 
speeches  of  the  Senators :  In  either  case  tbey 
pass  upon  the  gnilt  and  innocwce  of  the  ao- 
cused;  and  become  disaoaMed,  upon  every 
principle  of  honor  and  decency,  for  the  office 
of  jucke,  in  tha  event  that  a  regular  impeach- 
ment Sfp  the  same  ofltoce  sfaonla  afterwarda  be 
prefored.  Sure^  t3iose  Senators  who  have 
thns  spoken,  and  thus  impugned  the  motives  of 
the  Fi^dent,  can  never  m  impartifd  judges, 
although  their  recorded  opinion,  upon  uie  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution,  is  limited  to  the  fact  ^ 
violated  law  and  constitution.  Resting  upon 
the  notoriety  of  the  speeches  daily  delivered  on 
the  floor  of  tite  Senate— widely  diffused  over  the 
country  in  pBn:q>hlet8  and  newspapers ;  pressed 
into  the  hands  of  all  readers,  and  stuck  np  in 
taverns,  steamboats,  and  barbers'  ^ops,  to 
rouse  the  people  agidnst  the  President,  and  to 
render  faim  odious — relying  upon  the  speeches, 
ihns  pressed  into  notice,  replete  with  every 
violent  ei^thet,  crammed  with  every  odious 
comparisou — Oiesar,  Nero,  Oaligula,  Cixnnwell, 
Bonaparte,  and  the  infatuated  Stoarta ;  and  re- 
ferring to  every  lawyer's  knowledge,  that  the 
law  presumes  the  bad  intuition  for  every  illegal 
act,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  go  no  Auther  for  evi- 
dence to  prove  his  first  issue,  that  the  Senate's 
defence  was  not  true  in  point  of  fact. 

But  he  meant  to  take  and  to  m^tun,  his 
great  stand  upon  the  second  issue,  that  the 
omisnon  of  the  averment  of  the  crimmal  intent 
was  not  material  in  point  of  law ;  that  the  reso- 
lution was  the  same  withoat  the  averment  as 
with  it ;  and  that  the  inftaetion  of  the  consd- 
tndon,  the  wrong  to  the  Fresideal^  the  subver- 
sion of  all  the  ririita  of  tlu  aocosed,  the  fnva- 
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sion  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  misconduct  of  the  Senate, 
were  just  as  «>mplete  and  just  as  fl^rant,  in 
the  adoption  m  the  resolution,  as  finally  modi- 
fied and  passed,  as  it  would  have  been  if  passed 
in  the  form  it  first  wore,  or  if  stuffed  snd  dis- 
tended with  all  the  tautologous  averments  of 
wicked  intentions  and  corrupt  motives — "moved 
and  seduced  by  the  instwation  of  the  devil,  and 
not  having  tiie  fbar  of  God  befbre  his  eyes 
vhitdi  are  to  be  foand  in  the  blaok-Ietter  edl- 
ti<nii8  of  common  law  indictments. 

Briefiy  recapitulating  what  had  been  said  by 
other  Senators  opposed  to  tiie  resolntion,  ami 
e«>eoially  from  his  old  fHend  from  Temieasee^' 
(Mr.  Gbuiidt,)  whose  skill  as  a  criminal  lawyer 
he  had  been  almost  amused  to  see  called  in 
question;  briefly  adverting  to  the  high  and 
diear  ground  taken  by  these  Senators ;  first,  that 
the  criminal  intent  was  always  presumed  by 
the  law  when  the  illegal  act  was  proved ;  and, 
secondly,  that  the  Senate's  resolution  was  not 
an  indictment,  bat  a  judgment;  not  the  preform 
ment,  but  the  conolnnon,  of  an  impeaemnatit ; 
and  that  judgments  never  recited  intentions ; 
^nnds  whidi  Mr.  B.  undertook  to  affirm  en- 
tirely upset  the  defence  of  the  Senate.  Leav- 
ing all  tiiese  solid  connderations  where  others 
had  placed  them,  he  would  proceed  to  a  new 
point  in  the  case— to  a  new  reason  for  the  im- 
materiality of  criminal  averments  in  prosecu- 
tions of  impeachments.  And  upon  this  new 
ground  would  strip  the  Senate's  defence  of  the 
last  di^i^uise,  and  leave  tiieir  resolution  ready 
for  the  ^unge  of  obliteration,  and  ripe  for  the 
knife  of  exptugation,  the  moment  tAe  repre- 
aentalion  in  the  S«iate  should  be  brougjit  Into 
harmony  and  concord  with  the  feelings  and  sen- 
timente  of  the  people. 

Entering  upon  the  examination  of  this  pew 
point,  Mr.  B.  first  caUed  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  nature  of  an  impeachment  under 
the  OoDstitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
wherein  it  differed  from  an  impeachment  in 
England;  while  impeachments  in  both  coun- 
tries essentially  differed  from  prosecutions  on 
indictments.  The  difference,  he  sud,  was  mark* 
ed  and  essential,  and  exercised  a  decided  influ- 
ence over  the  whole  proceeding.  IntheUxdtBd 
States,  the  sentence  upon  conviction  on  im- 
peachment, extended  only  to  a  removal  from 
office,  and  a  disqualification  for  holding  ftature 
office,  with  an  express  liability  in  the  person 
thus  removed  and  disqualified,  to  a  prosecution 
upon  indictment,  and  judgment  and  punishment 
upon  that  indictment^  for  the  same  offence,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  the  land,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  no  impeachment  had  taken  place. 
Thus,  the  effect  of  conviction  upon  an  impeach- 
ment in  the  United  States  was  purely  prevent- 
ive— purdy  to  prevent  further  crime — to  pre- 
vent the  same  person  from  acting  longer  m  a 
station  in  which  his  actions  were  hortfiu  to  the 
oommnnit? ;  while  punishment,  if  any,  was  left 
to  flow  from  the  orcunaiy  tribunals,  and  where 
the  trud    Jury  was  a  fla&gaard  to  the  lift  and 


Digitized  by 


S54 


ABBIDGMSNT  OF  THK 


lib«r^  Mod  property  of  the  ionocent.  In  the 
tjt  (a  the  American  constitation,  there  is  no 
pmddmiflnt  fidlowing  impeaohmait ;  for  re- 
moral  from  <^oe  is  not  regarded  as  ponifih- 
ment,  which  must  follow  fnwa  Uie  indictmenlL 
if  neoeasary,  and  be  saperadded  to  titie  remoTsl 
and  disqnalification ;  whidi  conld  not  he  if  the 
lemoTai  from  office,  eitber  in  law  or  in  fact, 
was  ponishment;  for  no  man  can  be  twice 
punished  for  the  same  offence.  In  England,  on 
the  contrary,  the  sentence  on  conviction  under 
impeachment  extends  to  legal  and  actual  pnn- 
ishment,  to  ponishment  in  person  and  in  prop- 
erty; for  me  psrty  may  be  both  fined  and 
imprisoned.  On  indictments,  as  everybody 
knows,  l>oth  in  England  and  America,  the  direct 
otdeot  of  the  prosecntion  is  ponishment — pan- 
iamnent  In  life,  limb,  per8(»i,  or  property ;  and 
prerentiTe  jnsnoe  is  only  an  incident,  resulting 
from  conTUjtion  for  crimes,  which  presomes 
too  mnch  depravity  to  admit  of  farther  trust 
or  confidence  in  the  offender.  Whenever,  then, 
punishment  wonld  follow  conviction,  whe&er 
on  indictment  or  impeachment — whenever  the 
life  or  limb  of  the  party  was  to  be  tonched — 
whenever  his  body  might  be  cast  into  prison,  or 
his  property  taken  by  fine  or  forfeitnre — in 
every  soch  case,  the  qvo  animOj  the  state  of 
the  mind,  the  criminu  intent,  was  of  the  es- 
sence of  the  offence ;  and  mast  be  doly  averred, 
and  folly  proved,  or  clearly  inferrible  from  the 
nature  of  the  act  done ;  hat,  in  the  ease  of  im- 
peachment under  the  OonsUtation  of  the  United 
States  where  the  sentence  conld  extend  no  far- 
ther uian  merely  to  prevent  the  party  from 
nring  his  power  to  do  forther  mischief  leaving 
him  sobject  to  a  future  indictment,  then  the 
intent  of  the  party,  whether  good  or  bad,  char- 
itable or  wicked,  became  wholly  immaterial; 
not  necessary  to  be  alleged,  nor  requiring  to  be 
proved,  or  to  be  inferred,  if  the  allegation 
should  chance  to  be  made.  Every  averment 
relative  to  ^e  intention  wonld  be  sorplosage ; 
for  the  mischief  to  the  poblic  was  the  same, 
whether  a  poblic  fonctionary  should  violate  the 
law  from  weakness  or  wi<^ednesa,  from  folly 
or  from  design.  In  either  ease  the  ii^ury  to 
the  oommnni^  was  the  same ;  the  unfibiess  of 
the  psrty  to  renu^  in  office  was  the  same;  the 
indnoement  to  remove  him  the  same ;  and^  in 
both  cases,  the  removal  woold  be  effected  by  im- 

Chment ;  the  commonity  would  be  protected 
I  ftirtJier  injury  by  the  sentence  under  im- 
peachment; and  the  offending  party,  if  deserving 
ponishment,  would  be  tomed  over  to  the  ordi- 
nary tribunals,  and  to  all  the  technicalities  and 
formalities  of  a  Jory  trial,  upon  indictment,  to 
receive  that  ponishment. 

Young  as  the  United  States  were,  T&r.  B. 
sud,  brief  and  scanty  as  their  history,  and  es- 
pecially their  (nominal  history,  yet  was,  still  the 
history  of  these  States  alreaay  affi}rded  ample 
Ulnstrationa  of  the  truth  of  the  podtions  which 
he  had  taken  relative  to  impeachments  under 
{he  ccmstitntlon  of  the  TJaion.  It  affbrded  ex- 
amples <rf  two  impeachmenta  tried  before  tiie 


[Mat,  1884. 

Senate,  in  one  of  which  there  coald  be  no  cor- 
rupt or  wicked  intention,  tot  the  P*rt.y  was  in- 
suie,  and  tiierefbre  incapaiUe  boUi  in  law  and 
in  fiwt,  of  bong  either  corr^it  or  willed ;  and 
in  another,  oi  which  a  mere  naked  viohUion  of 
law  was  charged,  without  the  lightest  reference 
to  the  intratinu,  or  quo  animo  of  the  party ;  he 
allnded  to  the  casee  of  the  J ndges  Hckering  and 
Otiaae.  Ur.  B.thenwentintoaBtatementof  the 
impeachment  of  these  two  judges,  to  sustun  the 
view  he  bad  been  taking,  and  to  apply  histori- 
cal &cts  and  judicial  decinons  to  the  l^al  doc- 
trines which  he  had  laid  down.  Jodge  lacker- 
ing, a  district  jodge  of  the  IJidted  BtaJbes  for  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  was  impeached  for 
acts  of  flagrant  ill^ility,  and  which,  in  t^th, 
implied  gnat  wiekedneas.  The  artidea  of  im- 
peachment charged  wicked  and  oorrnpt  intui- 
tions ;  yet  it  was  proved  that  he  was  ucfquible 
in  law,  or  in  fact,  of  wickedness  or  coiroption ; 
for  he  was  utterly  insane,  both  at  the  time  of 
committing  the  acts,  and  at  the  time  he  was 
tried  for  them ;  and  could  not,  and  did  not, 
pear  before  the  Senate  to  make  any  defence. 
His  unfortunate  condition  was  proved  and  ad- 
mitted, and  the  Senate  was  moved,  by  counsel, 
to  stop  the  proceedings  against  him,  and  to  re- 
mit or  postpone  the  trial ;  bat  the  Senate  took 
the  clear  distinction  l>etween  a  proceeding 
which  could  only  go  to  a  removal  from  office 
and  a  disqualification  for  holding  office,  and  a 
prosecution  which  mi{^t  invcdve  a  criminal 
punishmmt;  and  they  proceeded  wiQi  the  trial, 
beard  the  evidence,  found  the  acta  to 

have  been  o<Mnmittea,  and  pronounced  the  sen- 
tence which  the  good  of  the  commanity  re- 
quired, and  which  the  unfortunate  judge  was  a 
proper  subject  to  receive — that  of  removal 
from  office.  They  did  not  add  a  sentence  of 
disqnalification  for  holding  future  offices;  for 
he  might  again  recover  his  understanding,  and 
become  a  useful  citizen.  The  Senate  mnited 
itself  to  a  sentence  which  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity demanded— which  was  applicable  to 
misfortone  and  not  to  criminality — whidi  was 
suited  to  the  acts  of  the  judge,  and  not  to  his 
intentions :  a  sentence  whitm  virtually  acquit- 
ted him  of  evil  intentions ;  for  the  acta  were  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  have  required,  if  oommitted 
by  a  person  of  sound  mind,  not  only  disqualifi- 
cation  for  future  office,  but  [ffosecution,  and 
punidmient  upon  bidictment  Hr.  B.  relied 
upon  this  case  as  one  of  the  strongest  which 
history  oonld  present,  or  imagination  oonld  con- 
ceive, to  show  the  immateri^tty  of  criminal  in- 
tentions to  support  impeachments  mider  the 
Oonstitotion  of  the  ITnited  States.  It  was  a 
stronger  case  than  it  would  have  been  if  cor- 
rupt end  wicked  intentions  had  not  been  char^ 
ed ;  for  being  chained,  and  then  disproved,  it 
was  a  positive  dedsion  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
total  unmatwiallty  of  the  allegation ;  it  wis  n 
dear  deelaratdon  that  die  averment  was  surplus- 
age, and  that  an  officer  should  be  impeadied, 
and  removed  from  office,  for  illwal  acts  alone, 
without  the  least  refwence  to  nto  inteiUiMi^ 
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and  even  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  he  was  in- 
capable of  I^pal  Tolitioo,  and  therefore,  conld 
have  no  intentiDns  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 

The  case  of  Judge  OhaM,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  a 
case  of  a  different  kind,  to  prove  the  same  point : 
it  was  a  case  with,  or  without,  avermentB  of 
criminal  intentious.  Judge  Ohase  was  im- 
peached upon  eight  artides;  five  of  them 
charged  corrupt  and  wicked  intenti<«is ;  three 
charged  no  intentions  at  all;  being  whollr 
aOent  np<m  the  question  of  motivea,  and  merely 
aOef^g  the  condiDiirion  of  the  acts,  and  the  vio- 
lation of  the  law.  The  three  articles,  tinu  ri- 
lent  on  the  question  of  motives,  were  distinot 
and  substantive  articles  in  themselves,  not  va- 
riations oi  the  other  artides,  but  containing  new 
and  distinot  chaises ;  and,  therefore,  to  ctand 
or  fidl  upon  their  own  merito,  without  being 
helped  out  bj  a  reference  to  the  same  chaises 
in  another  form,  in  another  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings. They  were  the  articles  first,  fourth,  and 
fifth.  Ur.  B.  would  state  them  particnlarly ; 
for,  if  the  least  doubt  remained  on  the  mind  of 
any  one,  after  seeing  the  case  of  Judge  Kcker- 
Ing,  tiie  tenor  of  these  three  articles  m  the  im- 
peaohmuit  of  Judge  Ohase  would  entirely  re- 
move and  dispel  that  doubt.  The  first  of  these 
articles,  which  is  Ko.  1  in  the  impeachment,  re- 
lates to  the  tiial  of  Frie&  at  Fliuadelphia,  and 
chai^^  tiie  Judge  with  three  specific  instances 
of  misconduct  in  conducting  that  trial ;  and 
concluded  them  with  the  allegation,  tiiat  tiiey 
were  "dangerous  to  our  liberties,"  and  "in 
violation  of  law  and  Justice,"  but  without  tiie 
sUgbtest  reference  to  the  quo  animo  of  the  judge, 
or  the  state  of  mind  in  which  the  acts  were 
done.  The  article  is  wholly  silent  with  respect 
to  his  intmtions.  The  fourth  article  contains : 
torn  Bpedfieations  of  misoonduot ;  all  chafed 
to  have  oconrred  on  the  trial  <k  Oallsnder,  In 
Bichmond.  and  alleged  them  to  be  "subrerriTe 
of  Justice,''  and  "  aisgracefal  to  the  character 
of  a  Jadgis ;  "  but  were  wholly  silent  as  to  tiie 
Intentions  of  the  judge,  and  left  the  gw  animo 
-with  which  he  did  the  acta  entirely  out  of  the 
record.  The  fifth  artide  charged  a  specific  and 
single  violation  of  law  in  o^ering  the  arrest 
of  Calleuder  upon  a  eoptoi,  instead  of  directing 
him  to  be  called  in  upon  a  summons ;  bnt  with- 
out imputing  any  motive  or  intention  whatever, 
good  or  bad,  to  the  judge,  for  preferring  the 
capiat  to  the  summons.  The  only  averment  is. 
"that  OallendOT  was  arrested,  and  committed 
to  close  custody,  contrary  to  utw,  in  that  case 
made  and  prorided,"  Bnoh  were  the  three 
articles,  sud  Mr.  6.,  which  ohai^;ed  violations 
of  law  upon  Judge  Ohase,  without  impating 
criminal  intentions  or  corrupt  motives  to  him ; 
and  upon  which  the  Judge  was  as  fblly  tried, 
and  made  as  unple  a  d<aence,  both  upon  tiie 
law  and  the  facts,  as  he  did  upon  the  five  other 
artidea,  which  contained  the  ordinary  aver- 
ments of  wicked  and  corrupt  intentions. 
Neither  the  learned  judge  himself^  nor  any  one 
of  his  counsel,  nomeroas  and  eminrat  as  they 
were,  made  the  laaat  distiootiim  b^weu  the 


articles  which  charged,  and  the  artides  which 
did  not  charge,  corrupt  iutentions.  They  wsst 
to  trial  upon  the  whole  alike ;  put  in  no  demur- 
rers ;  made  no  motions  to  quash ;  reserved  no 
points ;  and  defended  the  whole  upon  tiie  law 
and  the  facts  of  each  separate  case.  This,  siud 
lib.  B.,  should  exterminate  doubt,  and  rilenoe 
cavil.  It  is  the  decision  of  the  managers,  and 
they  were  eminent  lawyers  and  profound  states- 
men  I— it  was  the  dedrion  of  the  managers 
who  prepared  the  artades  of  impeadiniait--4he 
dednon  of  the  House  which  preferred  tiiem— 
the  dednon  of  the  Senate  who  tried  them— and 
the  admission  of  the  learned  jndge  who  wu 
tried  upon  them,  and  of  the  able  counsd  who 
oondncted  his  ^ence,  that  tiie  gm  animo  aver- 
ment, the  all^ation  of  wicked  intentitms,  was 
entirely  immat^ial  in  an  artide  of  impeadi- 
ment  under  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  made  an  apolc^,  or  rather  stated  his 
justification  to  the  Senate,  for  having  gone  so 
minutely  into  tiie  cases  of  the  Judges  Pickering 
and  Chase.  He  had  done  so  from  a  sense  of 
duty  to  the  President  and  to  the  country,  and 
to  prevent  the  law  of  the  land  from  being  borne 
down  by  the  weight  of  names,  and  the  array 
anthori^.  Many  Senators  bad  takm  tueir 
stand  upon  the  legal  position,  that  tiiese  pro- 
ceedings against  the  Freddent  are  not  tanta- 
mouDt  to  impeachment,  because  the  resoluti(m 
does  not  contain  the  fcwmd  allegation  of  cor^ 
rupt  or  wicked  iutentions.  Two,  at  least,  of 
the  Senators,  (Messrs.  Wbbstsie  and  Lkigh,) 
thus  string  themselves  upon  this  legal  pod- 
tion,  were  eminent  lawyers  and  possessed  hi^h 
and  deserved  reputation  as  jurists.  Their  opm* 
ions,  if  left  uncontivverted,  if  not  completely 
overthrown,  could  not  but  have  great  weight 
in  the  country.  It  was  necessary  to  encounter 
tiie  high  Buthori^  of  their  opinions,  wltit  tiie 
still  higher  antiiority  of  adjudged  oases ;  and 
this  was  most  effectually  and  thoroughly  done 
In  the  produdion  and  application  of  the  two 
impeachment  cases  of  Judge  Fit^aing  and 
Judge  Chase,  in  which  the  sdemn  Jnd|pmenta 
of  two  ^1  Senates,  and  the  acquiescence  of  all 
concerned,  were  set  in  opposition  to  the  solitary 
opinions  of  individual  Senators :  and  thus  tiie 
sole  ground  on  whidi  the  defence  of  the  Senate 
rested,  was  swept  from  under  their  feet,  and 
expunged  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Mr.  B.  having  fully  encountered,  and,  as  he 
trusted  and  bdieved,  entire^  overthrown  the 
whde  defance  set  up  by  the  Senate^  would  now- 
eztend  his  view  to  some  auxiliary  otmnderap 
tions,  and  exaniiiie  the  propriety  and  decoram 
of  the  Senate's  otmduct  m  adopting  a  resolution 
of  this  character  agdust  the  I^esident 

The  Senate  is  composed  of  individuals,  said 
Mr.  B.,  some  of  whom  aspire  to  the  oocn{«tion 
of  the  place  which  President  Jackson  now 
holds,  otiiera  of  whom  have  contended  with  him 
for  that  place,  and  have  been  left  by  the  people 
— Ionff0  ted  proximut  inUnaUo—vS.  a  long 
Interval  behind ;  and  others,  again,  wh(K  having 
real  or  ftnoied  grteranoes  to  oonq^Iain  <^  i9pe«r 
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before  the  pnblio  as  his  implacable  enemies 
aad  incontinent  reTilers.  From  all  such  Sena- 
tors the  laws  of  honor,  a  secse  of  decomm, 
respect  for  public  opinioo,  and  a  dae  regard  to 
the  sanctity  of  pnblio  justice,  would  require  a 
rigorous  impartiality  m  the  discbarge  of  an 
admowledged  duty,  and  a  punctilious  refusal 
to  engage  in  any  proceeding  which  involved  the 
assumption  of  mtoitona  powej*8,  or  required 
^  dudhuge  of  invidions  i^cea.  It  was  a 
eaae  even  in  wUoh  the  refiual  of  many  Senators 
to  sit  in  Jadgmeat,  although  a  regular  impeach- 
ment had  been  broi^t  in,  might  nave  attracted 
the  admiration,  and  oommuided  the  applause, 
of  ^1  honorable  men.  This  impartiality — this 
abstinence — tbia  refusal  to  sit  in  judgment,  had 
not  been  witnessed  on  this  occa^on ;  on  the 
contrary,  there  had  been  witnessed  an  eagerness 
and  prompUtade  in  volunteering  for  attack ;  a 
violence  and  personality  in  carrying  it  on ;  a 
groBsness  and  turbulence  of  invective ;  a  read- 
mess  to  draw  inferences  without  warrant,  and 
to  impata  oharges  without  evidence,  which  was 
never  before  ezhiMted  in  any  Amenoan  assem- 
1)^— wUch  has  no  parallel  In  England,  nnoe 
the  time  that  Jeffries  rode  the  Western  circuit, 
nor  in  France,  except  in  the  days  of  the  exist- 
enoe  the  revolutionary  tribunal — which 
cannot  be  tolerated  in  any  country  where  civil- 
ization has  advanced  fax  enough  to  require 
competitors  for  high  office,  in  becoming  adver- 
earies,  to  remain  gentlemen:  and  wMoh,  on 
this  occasion,  has  presented  the  American 
Senate,  and  that  in  reference  to  the  American 
President,  as  sitdng  for  the  picture  wbioh 
General  Han^ton,  in  the  Federalist^  has  drawn 
of  a  heated  and  fiiotiona  aasembfy,  bome  awar 
by  envy  and  hatred,  running  down  an  envied 
pwitiicu  adversary  upon  gnnrndleoa  acouaa- 
titmsl  in  which  passion  inmished  charges; 
animosity  supplied  proof;  the  cunning  found 
tools ;  and  the  decision  was  regulated,  not  by 
the  guilt,  or  innocence,  of  the  accused  pnarai, 
but  by  the  strength  uid  numbers  of  the  accusing 
party. 

Oontinuing  his  remarks  upon  the  indelicacy 
and  indecorum  of  the  Senate's  conduct  towards 
the  President,  Hr.  B.  said  that  Senators  were 
the  constitutional  judges  of  the  Preddent,  se- 
lected by  that  instrument  to  sit  upon  hioa,  and, 
thmfiwe^  could  not  be  ohaUoigea  or  set  adds 
for  ill  will  or  pr^udioe  towards  Mm.  They 
were  not  like  jurors,  to  be  set  adde  propter 
Rectum,  propter  afUetmrn;  and,  therefore, 
mould  be  the  more  delicate  and  scrupulous  in 
abstaining  from  all  pre-oocupation  and  judg- 
ment against  him.  If  called  to  sit  upon  the 
trial  of  a  person  to  whom  they  were  inimicid, 
the  question  was  in  their  own  breasts  to  sit  or 
retire.  Withdrawal  was  certainly  the  com- 
mendable course ;  and  the  Senate  had  witnessed 
one  instance,  at  least,  of  that  conduct,  and  that 
within  a  few  years  past ;  but  the  example  did 
not  seem  to  threaten,  at  presokt,  to  oeoome 
ccmtagious. 

The  leftual,  or  omiadau,  of  die  Honae  of 
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Bepresentatives  to  impeach  the  President,  the 
failure  of  any  member  of  the  House  to  move 
agunst  himj  was  next  relied  upon  by  Hr.  B.  as 
an  aggravation  of  the  Senate's  conduct  in  usurp- 
ing tJtie  function  of  the  House ;  although,  by 
an  infatuated  perversity  of  lone,  that  omission 
of  the  House  was  ezprrasly  rdied  upon  by  one 
of  tiie  Seniors,  Out,)  as  a  reason  for  the 
Senate  to  assume  their  t^oe.  No  member 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  f^eah  fr<Hn 
the  ranks  of  the  people — ^no  member  of  that 
body,  constituting  the  grand  inquest  of  the 
nation,  and  exclusively  charged  with  the  origi- 
nation of  impeachments — no  such  member  comd 
be  induced,  or  stimulated,  to  follow  the  lead  of 
the  bank  press,  and  to  prefer  charges  agunst 
Fresidrat  Jackson  for  violations  of  tiie  law  and 
constitution  in  dismissing  Hr.  Duane,  be- 
cause be  would  not  {pve  the  order  for  remov- 
ing the  public  deposits;  in  appointing  Hr. 
Taney  to  give  the  order ;  and  in  assuming  the 
exercise  of  nnnanted  power  over  the  Treasury 
<tf  the  United  States,  which  was  allied  to  be 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea.  No  member 
of  the  House  could  be  fonod  to  make  suoh  a 
motion ;  and  it  was  left  fw  the  Senate,  by  an 
extra-judicial  and  oat  parte  impeaohmen^  to 
usurp  an  office  which  the  appropriate  oi^aa 
would  not  exercise ;  and  thus  to  aggravate,  by 
contrast,  a  proceeding  whoUy  unconstitutional 
in  itself^  and  sufficiently  odious  In  all  its  attend- 
ant circumstances. 

The  variations  which  the  resolution  had  un- 
dergone at  the  bands  of  its  author,  since  it  had 
been  first  introduced,  was  the  next  aggravation 
which  "Hi,  B.  pointed  out.  When  first  intro- 
duced it  cov«ed  the  very  points  which  the 
bank  press  had  indicated,  and  was  couched  in 
the  very  words  which  th^  had  used  in  de- 
manding the  impeachment  of  the  Preudent; 
and,  in  addition  to  that,  contained  the  precise 
criminal  averment  which  is  usually  found  in 
impeachments  for  public  offences,  and  which 
was  actually  contuned  in  the  first  article  of 
the  impeachment  against  Judge  Chase — "  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  people  I "  The 
first  form  contained  three  specifications  of  vio- 
lated law  and  constitution,  to  wit,  dismissing 
Hr.  Duane,  appointing  Hr.  Taney,  and  exer- 
dsiiu;  ungranted  power  over  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  witii  an  averment  that  all 
this  was  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
The  next  shi^  it  assumed  left  out  the  specifi- 
cations on  tiie  anbject  ot  disndsring  Ifr.  Ihumo 
and  appointing  Kr.  Tan^,  but  retained  the 
clause  about  exercising  ungrauted  power  over 
the  Treasury,  and  the  danger  to  tiie  Uberties 
of  the  people  I  The  third  metamorphosis  of 
this  most  flexible  and  pliant  resolution,  left  out 
all  the  specifications,  and  even  the  concluding 
averment  of  "  daogeroos  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people  I  "  and  assumed  a  shape — "if  shape  it 
can  be  called,  which  shape  has  none,"  of  such 
vagueness  and  generality,  such  studied  ambigu- 
ity and  duplicity  of  ugnifioation,  such  total  in- 
dependence tit  &ot^  dat^  and  eiroamatanoe^ 
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that  the  identifioation  of  it  with  tiie  bank 
dennnoiation  became  impossible ;  the  most  dia- 
eordant  confederates  coold  onite  in  its  sopport, 
tor  there  was  nothing  epeoified  to  rec^aire  thdr 
assent ;  and  all  responsibility  to  pnbho  opinion 
was  apparentJy  evaded,  in  the  omisnon  to 
specify  the  acts  nnder  the  general  charges  for 
which  the  Prerident  was  oondemned,  and  to 
the  justification  of  which  the  accnnng  Senators 
oonld  be  held  down. 

To  expose  the  tme  nature  of  these  resolu- 
tions, and  to  exhibit  the  varialions  which  their 
flexible  forms  had  undergone,  Ur.  B.  contrast- 
ed them  togethw  in  the  Ssiate^  as  they  are 
here  ezhlUted,  in  three  paralld  and  confronting 
oolonmi. 

JVrmbfm.  S«oond  Form.  TMrd  Form. 
"Sfolved,  That,  '■JEMofoAd,  That,  •^SMotvtd.  That 
1)7  dluniadng  the  tntaklt^nptnililm*  thePnaideavuthe 
Hto  BecntuT  of  the  self  tbe  reqKinslbll-  Ute  ezeentlTe  pro> 
Treuarv,  Mcatue  itj  of  removing  the  Modlnga  f  n  rriMlou 
be  would  not,  eon-  deooslts  at  the  to  the  pnbllo  rer- 
tnrr  to  Ui  MUM  ot  pnoUe  monef  from  eno«,  bea  aMomad 
Ua  own  da^,  re-  the  Bmnk  of  the  opon  himaelf  «a- 
moTe  the  money  of  United  Statea,  the  tfioritj  and  power 
tho  United  States  President  of  the  notoonferredSrthe 
in  deposit  with  the  United  Statea  has  eooatltaUon  and 
Bank  of  the  United  aaanmed  the  ex  er- laws,  bat  in  denn 
States  and  Its  else  of  apower  over  gathni  of  both.~ 
bninfaea,  In  eon-  the  Treaioiy  of  the 
fbrmitj  with  tho  United  Statea  not 
rresldent'a  opinion,  nanted  to  him  b; 
and  hj  appolntlne  Uteoonstitntlonaad 
his  soeeeaaor  to  ef-  Uw^anddaonr^ 
&ot  such  removal,  to  tne  liberties  of 
'  which  has  been  the  jftefi*^ 
done,  the  Presidnit 
hassssomed  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  pover 
OTer  the  Treasnrr 
ofthe  United  States, 
not  granted  to  him' 
bj*  the  eonstltntion 
ind  laws,  and  dan- 
aemiafa)  thellbeiv 
fiMtftbtprnvISi" 

lib*,  B.  analyzed  these  resolotions,  more 
changeable  than  the  chameleon,  which  only 
changes  color,  whQe  these  chanM  their  form ; 
he  analyzed  these  protean  resorations,  which 
had  changed  their  form  three  times  in  theifoce 
of  the  Senate ;  and  foand  tiiat  the  first  contain- 
ed tiiree  specifications  of  violated  law  and  con- 
stitution, to  wit  I  1.  The  dismission  of  Mr. 
Do&ne.''  2.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Taney. 
8.  The  exerdse  of  nngranted  pow^  over  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  8tatM.  The  second 
oontidned  one  specification,  to  wit,  the  exercise 
of  ungranted  power  over  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  third  contained  no 
specification  whatever,  and  dropped  the  danse 
contained  in  both  the  others — oaDgeroas  to  tiie 
liberties  of  the  people. 

Mr.  B.  wished  to  inToke  and  concentrate  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  aoA  of  all  good  ratizens, 
n^on  these  changes  in  the  fiarms  of  the  resolu- 
tions. Why  were  they  changed,  and  specifica- 
tion after  specification  dropped,  until  not  one 
remaned  t  Why  were  all  theee  &ct8,  charged 
upon  the  President,  and  sostuned  in  elaborate 
speeches  for  three  months ;  why  were  they  all 
dropped  on  the  last  day  of  the  debiriM,  and  the 
vote  token  iq>on  a  TBgw  and  gttierd  resolnticai, 


without  a  fact,  a  date,  or  a  olroumatanoe,  or  a 
description  of  any  one  act,  on  whldi  an  iasoe 
could  be  taken  >  Why  all  this  t  Sir,  said  Mr. 
B.,  the  why  and  the  wherefore  of  all  this  wu 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  this:  that  no  ma- 
jority could  be  found  in  the  Senate  (and  that 
after  three  months*  dramming  and  drilling)  to 
TOte  that  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Duane  was  a 
violation  of  the  laws  and  constitution ;  no  msr 
jority  could  be  found  to  vote  that  the  appoint* 
ment  of  Mr.  Taney  was  a  violation  of  the  laws 
and  constitution ;  no  m^ority  could  be  found 
to  vote  tiiat  the  President  bad  exercised  un- 
granted power  over  the  TVeasnry  of  the  United 
States;  no  minority  ooold  be  fonnd  to  vote 
that  he  had  d<»ie  any  tldng  that  was  dangerooi 
to  the  liberties  of  tiie  people ;  no  m^ority  could 
be  found  to  vote  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States ; 
for  it  was  over  that  Treasury,  and  by  assnming 
the  responsibility  of  recommending  the  re- 
moval of  the  public  mraieys  from  that  Treasury^ 
that  the  specification  was  predicted,  of  having 
exercised  ungranted  powers  over  the  Treasury 
of  the  Unit^  States.  No  such  minority  could 
be  found  in  this  chamber ;  but  a  m^ority  waa 
found  to  hang  a  general  charge  over  his  head, 
which  malignity  and  £u4ion  might  fill  up  and 
interpret  as  it  pleased ;  bat  which  omtained  no 
avermoit  of  any  me  illegal  act  whatever.  It 
was  well  nnderstood  tiiat  IMs  general  ohaige 
would  be  nerved  1^  the  publio,  (which  has 
neither  means  nor  time  to  examine  such  things 
to  the>  bottom,)  as  the  fall  feohviotion  of  that 
eminent  magistrate  of  all  that  was  lidd  to  his 
charge  in  the  first  and  second  resolutions,  and 
of  all  the  fanfaronade  about  "seizing  the 
Treasury,"  and  uniting  *'the  sword  and  the 
purse,"  which  was  bruited  in  the  speeches 
made  in  their  support.  Every  speech  made  waa 
made  upon  the  spedfioations  in  the  first  and 
second  resolutions ;  and  these  being  abandoned, 
the  speeches  should  ahare  the  same  ftte. '  'But 
it  was  well  known  that  the  ease  would  be  other- 
wise ;  that  the  speeches  would  -stand,  afid  the 
specification  in  the  first  and  in  the  second  res- 
olutions would  be  considered  as  adopted ;  and 
that  deluded  and  dec^ved  multitudes  wotdd  go 
on  repeating,  maintaining,  and  promulgating^ 
as  truths,  the  statements  which  the  opposition 
Senators  had  to  ^ive  up,  abandon,  ana  surren- 
der, as  untruths,  m  the  ftill  face  of  the  whole 
Seiute. 

Mr,  B.  took  a  nearer  view  of  the  resolnticm, 
as  finally  iJtered  for  the  third  time,  and  adopt- 
ed by  the  Senate.  He  did  so  to  show  its  stud- 
ied ambiguity,  its  total  want  of  oertidnty,  and 
utter  destitution  of  one  visible  or  tangible  pt^L 
dther  of  law  or  fiwt^  on  which  an  issue  could 
be  taken.  executive  proceedings." 

Here,  said  he,  are  three  words,  and  three  am- 
biguities. 1.  Late.  How  late?  When?  at 
what  timet  this  year?  last  year?  or  the  year 
before  (  2.  Executive.  Which  part  of  the  ex- 
ecutive f  The  FreddentiaL  or  the  d^art> 
mentall  llie  act  of  the  Fndaent^  or  the  act  of 
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Hr.  Taoey  t  8.  Proceedings.  'VHiioh  of  them  ? 
what  prooeediDga?  The  dismisHton  of  Mr. 
Baanel  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Tanejf  the 
oabioet  opinion  ?  or  the  exercise  of  ongranted 
power  over  the  Treasury  t  "  In  relation  to  the 

C'  lie  revenne."  What  part  of  the  revenue  ? 
t  which  is  in  bond,  or  in  the  hands  of  the 
collectors  ?  or  in  the  deposit  banks,  or  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States?  The  ezpreraioD, 
said  Mr.  B.,  in  the  first  and  second  forma  of 
the  resolntion,  is  definite,  and  enaceptihle  of  an 
isBoe.  It  is  Uiis :  *'  over  the  Treaanry  d 
United  BtatM ; "  a  phrase  which  imparts  to  the 
mind  a  preoise  idea,  while  the  phrase,  "  in  re- 
lation to  the  pnblio  revenue,"  which  is  snhsti- 
toted  for  it,  ia  not  only  not  eanivalent  in  preot- 
rion,  bnt  entirely  different  in  meaning;  the 
first  implying  mastership  over  the  money  in 
the  Treasury;  the  second  only  indicating  an 
action  towards  public  money,  which  might  be 
in  the  bands  of  collectors,  never  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer,  and,  therefore,  never  in 
the  Treasury.  "  Araamed  upon  himself  anthor- 
tty  imd  power."  Assumed,  bat  not  exercised, 
why  not  nse  the  word  exercised?  Assnmethe 
ezerase  of  power,  is  the  language  of  the  first 
and  second  rescdotion.  Kow,  *^  vxerfooodi "  is 
dropped,  and  the  resdntiMi  chafes  a  nal»d 
assumption  without  action.  The  import  of  the 
resolution  is  lost  in  ambiguity,  by  the  omission 
of  the  word  exercised,  which  would  not  have 
been  dropped  without  a  motive,  after  having 
been  twice  retained;  and  that  motive  was 
found  in  the  fact,  that  no  miyority  in  the 
Senate  could  be  brought  to  vote  upon  yeas  and 
nays,  that  the  President  had  exercised  unwar- 
ranted powers.  Assume  is  the  word ;  and  that 
will  signify  either  the  cltUm  of  power  or  the 
taking  of  power ;  the  abstract  legal  potential 
aasomption,  vithont  ezerdae ;  or  the  eonerete  ao* 
tual  aasnmpticm  manifested  in  acts.  "  In  dero- 
Kidon  ot  both  law  and  constitntion."  Deroga- 
tion I  What  is  intended?  the  common  par- 
lance, or  the  common  law  signification  of  the 
word?  If  the  common  parlance  rigidfication 
is  intended,  then  the  Prudent  is  accused  of 
defamii^;  and  scandalizing  the  constitution — a 
new  species  of  teandalum  magnatum — whc»e 
nature  and  punishment  is  yet  to  be  defined.  If 
the  common  law  meaning  is  to  be  understood, 
then  no  ofTenoe  of  any  kmd,  not  even  defomar 
tion,  is  imputed  to  the  President ;  for  tiie  only 
law  meaning  of  the  term  is  to  make  less — to 
take  away  a  part— to  rweal  in  part,  as  a  stat- 
ate  is  said  to  derogate  from  the  common  law 
when  it  repeals  a  part  of  it  And  the  phrase 
imfdies  no  reproach,  for  the  repeal  is  a  legal 
aot,  dona  by  competent  authority,  and  is  no 
way  synonymous  with  violate,  which  always 
implies  lawless  force.  "  Laws  and  constitn- 
tion." Each  word  an  ambiguity  again  I  What 
more  indefinite  than  "  the  laws,"  in  a  nation 
that  makes  a  volume  a  year?  What  more 
vague  tiian  "  the  constitution,"  when  we  have  a 
constitution  of  a  dozen  articles,  every  article 
a  dona  seotioms  every  section  srane  hnndt«4 


clauses,  and  every  olanse  a  distinct  and  subetan- 
tive  branch  in  itself? 

Such,  said  Hr.  B,,  is  the  resolution  adopted; 
a  vague,  indefinite,  studied,  elaborate  piece  of 
ambiguity,  in  which  the  President  is  condemn- 
ed, not  only  without  hearing,  but  without  spe- 
cification, in  which  the  President  cannot  make 
defence,  except  by  jessing  at  what  was  in- 
tended ;  in  which  his  Judges  cannot  be  held 
down  to  th^  re^nBibility,  before  the  bar  d 
the  pnt^Oj  tot  any  one  duuve  whatever;  and 
under  which  they  can,  and  will,  set  up  as 
many  diflbrent  and  eontaadiotory  specifications, 
as  there  were  votes  in  fevor  of  the  resolution. 

Having  shown  that  every  specified  offenoe 
charged  upon  the  Premdoit  in  the  reaolntiwn, 
had  been  abandoned  on  the  record,  or  lost  in 
the  mystification  of  amplubological  phrases, 
Ur.  B.  would  take  his  leave  of  that  part  of  the 
sabjeot,  and  pay  his  respects  to  the  extent,  at  all 
events,  of  one  salute,  to  tiie  speeches  which 
had  been  sent  out  in  amplification  and  explana- 
tion of  the  resolutions,  and  especially  to  that 
part  of  them  which  chained  the  President  with 
seizing  the  Treanuy — "  uniting  the  swwd  and 
the  pnrse — creating  a  state  of  wings  (in  the  de- 
port banks)  more  unconstitutional  than  an 
anoonstitotional  bank  "—and  violating  the  c<m- 
stitution,  by  recommending  the  public  moneys 
to  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of  tiie  United 
States  to  the  State  banks.  To  reUeve  the 
Senate  from  the  apprehended  infliction  of  the 
extended  speech  which  his  undertaking  implied, 
he  would  say  at  once  that  he  meant  to  make 
short  work  and  quick  work  of  a  large  job ;  to 
take  the  whole  of  the  speeches  in  a  lump,  and 
after  reminding  the  Senate  that  every  thing 
worth  answering  in  these  speeches,  had  been 
ah'eady  answerra  by  the  speakers  themselvea, 
in  the  abandonment  th^  spedficationa,  and 
In  the  adoption  of  the  emasoolated  resoliiti«i, 
he  would  show  that  if  th^  had  not  been  so 
abandoned,  their  overthrow  was  as  ready  and 
easy  as  the  demonstration  of  any  plain  problem 
in  tiie  circle  of  the  exact  sciences. 

Mr.  B.  wished  to  know  whether  the  constitu- 
tion had  been  altered  since  1811  ?  and  if  not, 
he  wished  farther  to  know  whether  it  was  con- 
stitational  and  lawful  for  President  Jackson 
and  Mr.  Secretary  Taney  to  do,  in  1838,  pre- 
cisely what  President  Madison  and  Mr.  Se<are- 
tary  Gallatin  had  done  in  1811  ?  He  affirmed 
that  what  had  now  been  done  in  relation  to  the 
revenue,  had  ^vionsly  beoi  done  in  1811; 
that  Hr.  QallatiD  had  made  tibe  same  tiranafer 
of  the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  the  local  banks,  which  Ur. 
Taney  did,  and  upon  the  same  contingency,  to 
wit,  as  soon  as  he  ascert^ed  that  a  new  oliar^ 
ter  would  not  be  granted  to  the  national  bank ; 
that  he  entered  into  the  same  arrangements 
with  them  that  Hr.  Taney  did ;  signing  written 
oontracts  to  keep  the  public  moneys  ^ely ;  to 
pay  the  Treasury  drans  in  specie,  if  required 
by  the  holder ;  to  give  the  necessary  fatmities 
for  teansfecring  the  pnblio  mooejai  and  to 
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moke  the  perio^oal  return  of  their  aStin 
which  was  necessary  to  enable  the  Treasary  to 
understand  their  condition ;  in  a  word,  that  he 
created  the  same  lea^e  of  banks — in  some  In- 
stances composed  of  the  same  identioal  banks 
— ^which  Mr.  Taney  has  created,  and  which  is 
conddered  by  some  as  being  more  nnconstito- 
tional  than  an  nnconstitntional  bank  would  be ; 
that  he  made  the  same  seizure  of  the  pnblio 
moneys  which  President  Jackscm  has  made; 
effected  the  same  portentous  union  tite  pntse 
and  tbeoword;  aod  that  no  person  looked  upon 
these  things,  at  &at  Vbam,  as  the  robbery  of  the 
IVeasory-— the  exercise  of  nngranted  power 
over  the  Treasury — the  concentration  cf  all 
power  in  the  bonds  of  one  man ;  not  evm  the 
bitterest  of  the  old  federal  party ;  to  say  uoQx- 
ing  of  the  others,  now  here  leadiog  the  assanlt 
npon  President  Jackson  and  Mr.  Taney,  then 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  acting  in  har- 
mony with  President  Madison  and  Mr.  Gallatin, 
and  who  can  say,  of  all  their  acts,  quaque  ipu 
«t(2t;  all  of  which  I  saw ;  if  not,  et  quorum 
pan  magna  fui;.  great  part  of  whtoh  I  was. 

Mr.  B.  deemed  uila  port  of  his  oaae'so  mate- 
rial, and  BO  neoesHTy  to  be  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  eavil  or  contra^otion,  ttist  he  shoold 
drop  the  narrfltive,  and  have  recourse  to  proof. 
He  would  quote  the  report — at  least  so  much 
of  it  as  was  necessary  to  establish  his  state- 
ments of  Mr,  Gallatin,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  made  to  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives,  in  obe^enoe  to  a  call  from  that  body,  in 
the  month  of  January,  1812,  nearly  a  year  after 
the  removal  of  the  public  depouts  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  that  lee^e  of  banks  now  so  formidable 
to  liberty,  so  fatal  to  the  coDstitntion ;  then  ao 
innocent  and  so  harmless. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  read  the  extracts  from  Mr.  Gallatin's 
report  of  January  8th,  1812,  which  he  referred  to.] 

Having  read  these  extracts,  Mr.  6.  said  the 
things  done  by  Mr.  Gallatin  were  identical,  in 
the  eye  of  the  law  and  the  constitution,  with 
what  had  been  done  by  Mr.  Taney.  Th^ 
acted  upon  the  same  contingency,  to  wit,  when 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  United  States  Bank 
would  not  be  rechartered.  They  acted  in  the 
same  way,  entering  into  arrangements  and 
contracts  with  the  State  banks,  to  act  as  the 
fiscal  agents  of  the  Treasury.  They  both 
reported  to  Congress;  but  how  differently 
were  their  reports  received  f  That  of  Mr.  Gal- 
latin without  a  word  of  censure,  with  fall  ap- 
probation; and  hie  league  of  banks,  snbse- 
qnently  increased  to  a  hundred,  remuned  in  foil 
vigor  for  six  years,  and  that  without  any  law 
to  regulate  them.  The  beautiful  and  classic 
phrase  of  "  pet  banks  "  was  not  then  invented. 
Mr.  Taney's  report,  on  the  contrary,  is  received 
in  a  tempest  of  clamor  and  indignation  I  Nolan- 
gnage  severe  enough  to  characterize  his  oon- 
dnct;  no  epithets  odious  enough  to  stigmatiae 
his  *'  pets ; "  no  pnnishment  great  enough  to 
itoM  ibr  Ids  o£bno&  And  who  is  It  fliat  raises 
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this  Bt(H7n  against  Mr.  Taney  f  The  same  gea- 
tiemen  that  sat  in  the  12th,  18tb,  and  14tb 
Congresses ;  and  who  saw  nothing  to  censure 
or  to  fear,  then,  in  what  fills  them  with  fiaar 
and  horror  now. 

Haviug  shown  the  illegality  of  the  Senate's 
conduct,  Mr.  B.  would  next  expose  the  extreme 
and  peoultar  injustice  of  it.  Every  part  of  the 
protest  was  subjected  to  the  rack  and  torture 
of  misconstruction  and  misrepresmtation.  Stud- 
ied, far-fetched,  lawyer-like,  unnatural,  forced, 
strained  interpretations,  were  accumnlated  upon 
its  every  olanse,  and  every  phrase.  Tra^o  and 
theatrical  calls  were  made  for  the  advisers  and 
writers  of  snob  a  paper,  as  if  some  sacrilege  or 
treason  had  been  committed ;  and  the  impend- 
ing wrath  of  heaven  itself,  impatient  at  the 
impunity  of  snch  enormous  guilt,  had  already 
seized  the  fatal  thunderbolt,  and  scanned,  with 
menacing  eye,  the  trembling  world  that  hid  the 
guilty  wretch.  The  right  of  the  President  to 
correct  the  misrepresentation  of  bis  own  lan- 
guage, is  heroically  denied ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  disclaimer  of  the  supplementary 
message,  and  the  fair  import  of  the  proteat 
itself  an  obstinate  imputation  is  atjU  msM  upon 
the  President  of  a  claim  to  keep  and  di^oae  of 
the  pnblio  money  and  property  of  the  United 
States,  by  virtue  of  his  own  prer<^tive,  and 
without  regard  to  the  authority  of  Oongress. 
Bis  right  to  send  in  the  protest  is  d^ed, 
as  if  t£e  Scmate  possessed  the  right  of  ex  parts 
and  extrarjudiciai  condemnation  over  the  first 
magistrate  of  tiie  republic ;  and  that  magistrate 
did  not  possess  the  poor  privilege  of  telling 
them  tiiat  he  was  not  guilty,  even  after  they  had 
pronounced  a  sentence.  The  Judges  in  hell, 
exclaimed  Mr.  B.,  did  better  than  timt  t  Bhada- 
manthns  himself^  in  some  stage  of  his  infernal 
prooeas^  would,  at  least,  listen  to  his  viotin]. 
"TIrst  he  punisheth;  then  he  listeneth;  and 
lastly  he  oompelleth  to  erafess."  Such  ms 
title  prooess  in  the  gloomy  redone  of  I^oto. 
The  inventors  of  the  mythology  of  the  andents 
could  uoteven  conceive  ofa  h^  so  regardless  of 
the  forms  of  justice,  as  not  to  allow  the  souls 
of  tiie  damned  to  speak.  But  this  Senate* 
trampling  upon  all  the  laws  known  to  heaven, 
and  earth,  and  hell,  denies  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  the  privilege  of  saying  that 
he  is  not  gnil^,  even  after  their  condemnation 
pronounced  upon  bim ;  and  affects  to  treat,  as 
an  invasion  of  privilege,  and  as  a  design  to  roat 
tiiem  from  their  seats,  as  Cromwell  routed  the 
t  Parliament  of  England,  the  transmisdw 
of  that  temperate  paper,  called  the  protest  and 
the  respectnil  request  with  which  it  oonclndet 
to  have  it  entered  on  the  Journals  I 

Mr.  B.  took  a  rapid  view  of  the  deplorable 
and  disasti*ous  effects  resulting  from  the  Senate's 
conduct  in  joining  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  becoming  the  ally  and  instrument 
of  thaj  great  moneyed  power,  in  its  attempt  to 
destroy  and  to  osbacize  the  President  of  the 
pewle.  Hie  depodt  of  the  resolution  upon  the 
tidde  of  the  SeiuUte,  which  oondeomed  the  Presi- 
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ieat  for  a  violatioii  of  the  laws  and  the  consti- 
tntion  of  the  oountry,  for  tjUmiMring  Mr.  Duane 
beoaiue  he  would  not  remoTe  the  puhtic  depos- 
its, and  appointing  Hr.  Taney  to  make  the  re- 
movalf  andforexwcisingangranted  power  over 
tiie  TreasQry— a  reaolntion  couched  in  the 
precise  terms  which  the  hank  press  had  indi- 
cated hefore  the  meeting  of  the  Senate — the  de- 
posit of  that  resolation  npon  the  table  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  first  sentence  in  the  first  speech 
in  sapport  of  it,  was  the  opening  of  the  Pando- 
ra's box,  from  which  isaned  forth  every  imag- 
inable evil  to  afflict  and  alarm  the  people,  and 
to  wotmd  and  d^ade  the  Institntioos  of  Uie 
oonntrj.  Violation  of  the  eonatitntion,  insnh, 
outrage,  and  ex  par U  oondenmation  oi  the  Freri- 
dent ;  ne^oot  ot  all  the  proper  bunneas  ot  tiie 
Senate;  total  change  and  perversion  of  its 
oharaoter ;  a  new  and  Airiotu  B[drit  of  attack 
and  crimination  in  this  chamber ;  agit^on  and 
alarm  of  the  country ;  assaults  npon  all  the 
State  banks ;  the  overthrow  of  some,  and  a  re- 
lentless war  upon  the  New  York  banks,  the 
safety  fiond,  and  the  regency.  Such  were  the 
frnits  of  that  fii^rantand  nnjnetifiable  proceed- 
ing, to  carry  out  in  the  Senate,  without  the 
ibnns  of  law,  ttiat  vindioUve  impeaolmaent  of 
the  Prraident  which  the  bank  bad  vainly  do- 
manded  according  to  the  forms  of  law^om 
BUTinemberoftheMfptaniatetribncal,  the  House 
afBf^raBnitatlTes. 

The  Senate,  said  ib,  B.,  was  Intended  to  be 
the  conservative  tribnnal  oi  the  oonstitntion — 
the  pecnliar  guard  of  its  inviolability — the  im- 
pregnable oitedel  of  its  strength — and  the  holy 
temple  o£  its  sanctity.  The  age  of  the  Sena- 
tors— ^intended  to  ezclade  the  int«nperance  and 
the  turbulence  of  youth ;  the  presumed  moder- 
ation d  their  pasnons.  and  the  gravity  of  their 
characters ;  the  long  duration  of  their  terms  of 
service,  exceeding  l£at  of  the  President  by  one- 
half;  their  high  fonctions,  and  extraordinary 
participation  in  the  exeontive,  judicial,  and  leg- 
islative characters  of  the  Government,  all 
oiHubined  to  promise,  for  the  ofmatituticni,  in 
tills  chamber,  an  inviolate  respect  and  sacred 
regard.  It  was  not  to  have  heea  expeoted  that, 
in  this  chamber,  in  the  first  half  century  of 
the  age  of  the  oonstitntion,  an  attempt  should 
be  made  to  ostracize  an  emin^at  ctozen,  the 
first  magistrate  of  the  republic,  whose  sole  of- 
fence connsts  in  having  been  three  times  pre- 
ferred by  tiie  people  to  the  highest  office  in 
th«r  gift,  and  to  hia  now  standing  the  impas- 
sable barrier  to  the  march  of  a  new  power, 
which  aspires  to  the  control  of  the  republic ; 
aiming  to  install  its  pensioners  into  all  offices, 
and  to  bold  the  admmistratjon  of  this  Govern- 
ment as  an  adjunct,  subaltern,  fiduciary  ^toid- 
enoy  of  ila  own  paramount  self  1  The  Senate 
of  the  United  States  was  not  expeoted  to  have 
been  the  theatre  of  this  exhibition.  Tet  it  has 
be«i  I  And  America  will  look  for  that  r^para- 
tion  to  the  character  of  a  patriot  President, 
which  England  has  often  seen  rendered  to  the 
memory  of  her  iUnBtriona  sons,  whose  attain- 
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ders,  pronounced  in  times  of  fiictious  misrule, 
have  been  reversed  by  the  power  (tf  the  people, 
at  the  oTwthrow  of  ftotion,  and  the  re-eetab' 
listiment  of  law  and  order. 

Judges,  said  Mr.  B.,  who  stimulate  proeecn- 
tions,  especially  prosecutions  to  be  tried  at 
their  own  bar,  are  themselves  guilty  of  fan- 
peachable  conduct.  It  was  for  snch  con- 
duct ttiat  one  of  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment, on  which  Judge  Obase  was  tried,  was 
preferred  agtunat  him.  The  seventh  crif  the 
articles  recited  *'  that,  descending  from  the  dig- 
nity of  a  judge,  and  stooping  to  the  level  of  im 
informer,'*  he  had  endeavored  to  lay  the  ground- 
work for  the  prosecution  of  a  printer,  to  be 
tried  before  himsdf;  "thereby  duprading  hb 
high  Judicial  functions."  Judge  Ohase,  said 
Mr.  B.,  plead  not  guil^  to  this  chxm ;  and  to 
his  own  honor,  and  that  of  the  ben^,  was  ac- 
quitted npon  the  facts.  But  what  would  be> 
come  of  this  Swate,  if^  Uke  Judge  Ohase,  they 
were  liable  to  be  impeached  for  stimulating  an 
impeachment  which  they  themselves  were  to 
try!  Could  they  plead  not  gnilty!  Could 
they  8ay*that  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
not  been  stimulated  from  this  floor  to  b^n  the 
impeachment,  and  reproached  for  not  doing  itt 
Conld  they  go  to  tried,  as  Judge  Chase  did,  up- 
on an  issue  of  fact  t  Certu^y  not  I  and  the 
safety  of  ttiis  august  body  lies,  not  in  its  inno- 
oenoe,  but  in  its  exemption  tnm  liability  to  be 
held  to  the  same  aooountabitity  that  Judge 
Ohsse  was.  But  can  it  escape  ^e  judgment « 
the  public,  and  of  posterity  ?  It  cannot  escape 
that  jud^ent  I  "nie  Senate  itself  will  be  judg- 
ed, end  IB  already  l)eg^nning  to  feel  the  sentence 
of  condemnation.  A  voice  from  the  ranks  of 
the  people  demands  a  change  in  its  organization, 
a  dimimsbed  duration  of  term,  and  an  inoreaseo 
respcmsibility  to  the  States ;  and  in  ih&t  voice 
he,  Mr.  B.,  most  heartily  concurred.  Six  years 
was  too  long  for  a  Senator  to  trample  with  im- 
punity upon  the  wUl  and  the  interests  of  his 
State  I  Aware  of  its  danger,  the  Senate — ^Mr. 
B.  spoke  of  the  body  collectively,  as  the  least 
invidious  mode  of  stating  a  disagreeable  btith 
— aware  of  its  danger,  the  Senate  seeks  to  avoid 
its  impending  fbte,  oy  raising  an  afieoted  cry  at 
alarm ;  proclaiming  tbemselTes  to  be  standing 
in  a  breach,  and  charging  the  Prerident  with  t 
design  to  overthrow  it  I  as  if  any  Senate  waa 
ever  overthrown  by  a  military  cmeftain,  until 
its  own  conduct  had  made  it  odious  and  con- 
temptible to  the  people  I 

Mr.  B.  oontinned  his  remarks  upon  the 
lamentable  effects  resulting  from  the  Senate's 
attempt  to  ostracize  the  President.  To  the 
President  himself  it  was  a  deep  and  real  inject 
and  intended  to  iifjnre  him,  notwithstandi^ 
the  modest  disclaimer  of  an  imputation  of  mo- 
tives. A  President  of  the  Uidted  States  is  pre- 
sumed to  know  the  laws  and  the  oonstitunon, 
and  to  violate  thnn  with  wicked  intents  when 
he  violates  them  at  all.  Why  else  his  oath  to 
preserve  and  mainttin  them  ?  To  his  present 
fteUngs  it  is  an  outrage ;  in  the  minds  of  hia 
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oontemporaries  it  is  an  ii^aiy;  to  posteritj, 
if  permitted  to  remain  on  the  Journal,  it  works 
all  the  effect  npon  his  memory  of  an  old  Eng- 
lish att^nder.  The  power  of  attainting,  said 
Ur.  B,,  is  forbid  to  oar  Gongress  hj  the  const!- 
tntion ;  and  forbid  from  a  fi^  knowledge  of  the 
l^entable  nses  which  factions  Parliaments  in 
England  had  made  of  that  engine  of  persecntion 
to  destroy  the  best  of  patriots.  Onr  Congress 
is  wisdy  forbid  to  exercise  a  power  so  suscep- 
tible of  abniie ;  yet  the  Senate  alone  ezenosea 
it,  and  infiiota,  by  this  lawless  condemnation, 
aU  tiie  oonseqaenoes  of  a  real  attainder  npon 
President  JacEson ;  for  what  has  he  to  snffer 
tnm  a  reel  attainder  bnt  the  attaint  of  his 
memory  f  He  has  no  children  to  inherit  cor- 
rapted  blood ;  none  to  lament  the  loss  of  for- 
feited estates.  He  has  nothing  but  his  name, 
bis  character,  and  the  fame  of  his  great  actions, 
to  go  down  to  posterity ;  and  shall  that  mem- 
ory go  down  lawlessly  attainted?  Shall  the 
Jomnals  of  this  Senate  bear,  to  the  remotest 
age,  the  record  of  that  outrage,  inflicted  by 
those  who  ebonld  have  found  in  the  state  of 
th^  own  feelings,  uid  in  the  impnlaloiu  of  an 
honorable  heart,  the  most  powerfal  motives  for 
absenUng  themsdves  from  a  lawful  trial,  on 
which  they  might  lawfully  have  sat. 

The  changed  character,  the  metamoiphoais, 
and  the  degradation  of  the  Senate  itself  was 
another  of  those  deplorable  consequences.  It 
no  longer  wore  the  aspect  of  a  Senate  t  A 
strauger  coming  in,  would,  at  one  time,  take  it 
for  a  club-room,  where  partisan  politicians  as- 
sembled to  lay  plans  for  the  elevation  of  them- 
selves and  the  prostraUon  of  their  enemies.  At 
another  time,  he  would  suppose  it  to  be  a  hust- 
ings, for  the  deliTery  of  electioneering  ha- 
rangues. At  another,  an  areopagns,  for  the  con- 
demnation of  all  eminent  men.  Thenatheatre, 
fortheentertcunmentt^  a  most  diverted  aadito- 
ry.  Then  a  temple  for  celebrating  te  deuma 
over  Tillage  elections,  even  those  of  Kegro-foot, 
Hdl-town,  and  Loi^and-Hungry ;  always  a 
laboratory,  for  the  manafaotare  of  alarma  and 
panics — always  a  forum  for  the  delivery  of  ti- 
rades against  the  pet  banks^  the  safety-fond, 
and  the  regency — always  a  tnpod  for  vMicinat- 
ing  woe,  and  chanting  jeremiads  over  the  deso- 
lation of  the  land,  and  the  min  of  America. 

Is  not  this  picture,  said  Hr.  B.,  revolting  as 
it  may  be,  and  humiliating  as  it  must  be— is  it 
not  too  tralr  and  too  &iaifaUy  drawn  f  A^ 
that  mnltitnde  which  fills  our  oircUng  galleries. 
Ask  this  assembled  mnltltiide  if  they  eome  here 
to  listen  to  the  dry  detidls  of  legislftlaTe  latxMre, 
or  to  amuse  themselves  with  scenes  of  attack 
and  d^ence;  of  forensic  legislation  and  parlia- 
mentary warfare ;  of  theatrical  display  and 
scenic  representation,  in  which  the  player  that 
pleases  them  most,  is  sure  to  be  rewarded  with 
a  clap  in  Uie  galleries,  if  not  with  a  treat  in  the 
cellar.  A^  uiem  if  they  do  not  come  here  as 
to  a  cock-fight,  or  a  milling-match ;  to  a  race- 
field,  or  a  bear-garden ;  toa(nrcna,oratbeatre; 
to  a  oonrt-hoose,  or  a  dub-room;  and  where 
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they  are  sure  to  be  entertained  to  the  fhU  ex- 
tent of  our  theatrical  powers. 

Mr.  B.  continued :  The  effect  upon  the  pub- 
lic mind,  all  over  the  country,  has  been  prodig- 
ious and  deplorable.  It  is  the  first  time  that 
the  American  Senate  has  undertaken  to  alarm 
and  agitate  the  country.  The  people  were  un- 
|>repared  for  the  assault,  and  sta^^red  under 
its  force.  The  cry  of  revolution  was  startling. 
Hitherto  bloodless,  was  an  appalling  intimation 
of  the  near  M>proach  of  the  fatal  moment  when 
the  flow  of  blood  could  no  longer  be  restrained. 
Peaceftal  and  quiet  citizens  were  alarmed ;  the 
land  was  fiUed  with  terror ;  and  the  boding  ap* 
prehension  took  place  that  the  verdant  epring 
would  open,  not  with  the  loyful  tasks  of  the 
husbandman,  but  with  the  clangor  of  arms,  the 
storm  of  battle,  and  all  the  woes  of  fraternal 
strife  and  domestic  war.  In  this  gloomy  state 
of  the  public  feeling,  the  New  York  and  Vir- 
ginia elections  came  on,  and  the  results  bore 
witness  to  the  extent  of  the  panic  which  bad 
been  gotten  up— results  which  were  received 
in  this  chamber  with  an  excess  of  exultation, 
and  a  show  of  frantic  exhibition,  worthy  to 
grace  the  fust  of  the  Lapitha  and  Oentanrs, 
or  the  nootoral  or^es  of  a  Satomalian  celebra- 
tion. It  was  then  that  there  was  dail:r  wit- 
nessed in  this  Senate  that  det^ed  succession  of 
Senators  rising  in  their  places,  every  morning, 
the  instant  the  Journal  was  read,  grief  on  the 
tongue,  joy  in  the  eye,  triumph  in  the  heart,  to 
announce  some  calamity  just  happened — a  mer- 
chant failed,  a  factory  stopped,  a  bank  broke, 
and  to  foretell  greater  calamities  to  come.  It 
was  then  that  the  distress  orators  immortalized 
themselves,  diumally,  on  the  presentation  of  a 
distress  memorial.  It  was  then  that  the  chaste 
and  olassio  metaphor,  worthy  to  charm  the  ears 
of  a  Boman  or  Athenian  utditoiy,  was  heard, 
tiiat  the  last  liok  on  the  head  of  the  last  nail  in 
the  coffin  of  Jacksonism,  had  been  struck.  A 
figure  of  speech  in  which  congmity  of  images, 
beanty  of  diction,  elevation  of  sentiment,  and 
historical  truth,  vied  for  pre-eminence,  and  re- 
vived the  recollection  of  those  immortal  pro- 
ductions— the  coffin  hand-bills. 

Upon  the  property  of  the  country,  great 
mischief  was  for  some  time  done.  Stocks  of  all 
kinds  were  made  to  fall — Uie  price  of  prodnce 
sunk — ^the  rent  of  money  rose — real  and  personal 
estate  lost  a  sensible  proportion  of  their  value. 
Many  merchants  were  mined — several  hanks 
stopped  payments— bnt  the  pet  banks,  and  the 
safiB^-fbnd  ^stem,  these  selected  oqeots  of 
persevering  attack — these  marked  and  devoted 
victims  of  Senatorial  and  United  States  Bank 
denunciation — they  rode  out  the  storm,  and 
live  to  expose  to  the  world  the  source  of  the 
blow,  and  the  instmrnent  of  its  infiiction.  The 
safety-fbnd  especially,  saw  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  the  instrument  of  the  Buik  of 
tiie  United  States  in  waging  that  ignoble  war 
upon  their  character  and  credit,  which  the  bank, 
trough  its  servile  periodical,  called  a  Review^ 
had  marked  ont  as  far  Imck  as  iUbvch,  1881, 
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and  agaiQ  in  March,  1833.  Hr.  B.  deemed  it 
dae  to  the  cause  of  troth  and  ^ostice  to  present 
to  the  Senate,  and  tbrongh  it  to  the  pnhlio, 
some  extracts  from  the  bank  periodical  alluded 
to,  that  all  America  ahonld  see  and  know  that 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  arralniing  the 
Albany  re^nc;— in  attacking  the  credit  of  the 
safetj-fand  banks,  ascribing  the  oriffui  of  their 
system  to  political  motives,  and  hdmng  np  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  as  the  corrector  of 
that  Bjstem  of  banks — the  preserver  of  the 
property  of  the  people — the  guardian  of  the 
political  purity  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
the  froBtrator  of  the  safety-fond  soheme,  was 
only  following  a  lead  that  had  been  given  it, 
and  was,  in  fact,  acting  nnder  the  auspices, 
obeying  the  impnlsion,  and  promoting  the  de- 
fligna,  political  and  pecaniary,  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Ui^ted  StatM.  The  following  are  the  ex- 
tracts: 

[Here  Hr.  B.  read  extracts  from  the  Karch  uunt- 
ben  of  the  Review  referred  to,  to  show  that  the 
Ben&te  was  following  in  the  wake  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  on  all  the  points  mentioned.] 

We  have,  indeed,  aaid  Ur.  B.,  passed  through 
a  strange,  eventfal  scene,  so  checkered  with 
unreal  and  illusive  representations,  that  the 
shadowy  fignres  of  the  mano  lantern,  or  the 
phantasmagoria  of  bewildered  senses,  conld  not 
waTc  a  more  oonftised  sensation  mock  and 
mimic  images  npon  the  mind.  We  constantly 
saw  and  heard  thin^  so  extravagant  and  in- 
eredible,  that  it  required  an  effort  of  the  reason 
to  convince  ourselves  that  we  did  see  and  hear 
thenu  At  the  opening  of  the  session,  in  the 
midst  of  calm  and  tranquillity,  whoi  patriots 
and  sages  would  have  labored  to  nudntiun  the 
quiet  and  happiness  that  previdled,  we  were 
raluted  with  the' cry  of  a  revolution  I  and  the  im- 
mediate impending  ruin  of  every  thing  sacred 
and  valuable.  The  first  sentence  of  the  first 
speech,  in  favor  of  the  impeachment  resolutions, 
prooldmed  the  country  to  be  In  the  midst  of  a 
revolntl<mI  with  the  portentous  dedaration, 
"hitherto  bloodless  1"  as  if  the  shedding  of 
blood  had  with  di£Bculty  been  restrrined  up  to 
that  time,  and  its  fatal  commencement  was  uien 
to  1>egin.  Sadli  was  the  opening  of  the  session 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  of  that 
body  which  onght  to  be  the  most  grave  and  so- 
ber upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  Such  was  the 
opeidng ;  and  from  that  moment  the  whole  ac- 
tion of  tiie  body  seemed  to  be  directed  to  pro- 
duce the  revolution,  and  the  bloodshed,  and  the 
rain,  which  had  been  proclaimed.  For  some 
time  these  deplorable  labors  seemed  to  be  but 
too  snocessftil.  Consternation  pervaded  the 
ootmtrj;  terror  invaded  the  stoutest  hearts;  ag- 
itation shook  cities  and  States.  The  work  seemed 
to  be  accomplished,  wd  the  enoouraf^ng  whliqper 
was  heard  in  this  chamber,  Bevolations  never 
go  backwards!  But,  happily,  words  cannot  make 
revolations.  They  break  no  bones,  however 
haxd  they  are;  they  ^ill  no  blood,  however 
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sharp.  Catastrophies,  and  especially  bloody 
catastrophies,  can  alone  make  revolutions ;  and 
the  nineteentii  century  is  not  the  age  in  which 
people  kill  themselves,  or  get  otiiers  to  do  it,  to 
falm  prediotions.  The  catastrophies  would  not 
onne.  The  elections  wait  over— tiie  JoUlees 
passed  1^;  the  tocsin  orators  had  sounded  thdr 
last  peal ;  and  no  blood  was  Aed.  A  few  Iwnks 
broken ;  some  merchants  ruined ;  the  Sabbath 
abolished ;  and  that  was  the  som  total  of  the 
incidents  and  tropMes  of  that  redoubtable  rev- 
olntion  which  had  been  proclaimed  from  the 
Senate  floor,  and  which  was  to  end  in  the  de- 
struction of  every  thing  sacred  and  valuable. 

Two  intndents  in  this  drama,  Mr.  B.  sud, 
deserved  the  distinction  of  a  particular  notice ; 
namely,  the  manner  in  which  the  Senate  receiv- 
ed the  news  of  the  abolition  of  the  Ohristiaa 
SabbatlL  and  <tf  the  Prendent's  intontion  to 
attack  the  Senate  with  an  armed  force.  A  Sen- 
ator trom  one  of  the  oldest  States,  riring  in  Ua 
plaoe^  and  evidentiy  much  affected  by  the  awftd 
oocnrrence  which  he  was  about  to  communi- 
cate, related  what  had  happened  to  the  Sabbath, 
precisely  as  he  had  heard  it  at  Baltimore,  in 
stepping  out  of  a  steamboat,  in  presence  of  a 
mnltitnde,  "  such  as  no  man  could  count."  An 
elderof  the  Presbyterian  church  was  his  infbrm- 
ant;  and  the  fact  admitted  of  no  doubt;  *'for 
in  times  of  revolution  there  are  no  Sabbaths 
and  this  was  a  revolution,  the  actuality  of  which 
having  been  vonohed  on  the  Senate  floor,  could 
not  be  donhted  in  the  body  of  tiie  Senate ;  so 
that  in  tlus  nineteenth  centiuy,  uid  in  this 
America,  the  Christian  Sabbath  senned  to  be  as 
clean  gone  as  it  was  in  France  during  the  sad 
revolntion  in  that  country,  and  when  the  archi- 
tects of  ruin,  as  Edmund  Burke  called  them, 
abolished  tiie  seventh  day,  and  established  tiieir 
decadi  the  tenth.  The  annunciation  of  tiie  Sen- 
ator was  heard  with  profound  emotion  in  this 
chamber ;  and  instantly  flew  across  the  empire 
of  the  Christian  world  upon  the  black  wings 
of  horror  and  amazement  Another  Senator 
announced  the  approach  of  the  miiitai?  force 
which  was  to  disperse  tiiis  august  body.  The 
force  was  to  connst  of  in&n^  and  marines; 
the  latter,  doubtiess,  intmded  to  cut  off  all  re- 
treat fhnn  the  capital  by  w^er;  while  the  laud 
forces  would  do  boainess  (m  the  terra  fimia  of 
the  Senate  floor.  Upon  this  intelligenoe,  the 
defensive  genius  of  the  Senate  was  immedi* 
ately  put  into  requintion.  To  arm  oar  first  door- 
keeper with  the  rod  and  the  mace,  while  the 
second  should  lead  on  the  boys  and  messengers, 
with  sticks  and  staves,  was  the  plan  of  defence 
which  it  was  the  prerogative  of  genins  to  pre- 
sent to  the  fearful  emergency.  Individual  Sen- 
ators took  noble  resolutions.  Some  decided 
that  th^  would  be  killed,  as  they  sat,  like  real 
Romans,  in  their  curule  chairs ;  and  !t  was  ob- 
served that  those  who  took  this  resolution  he^an 
to  let  tiieir  beards  grow,  that  its  length  and 
venerableness  might  provoke,  upon  some  rash 
soldier,  the  sudden  fate  of  the  sacrilesioas  GauL 
Others,  more  impatimt,  determined  to  uiSHj 
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forth;  to  meet  the  daring  host  at  the  ftx>nt 
gate ;  and  there  to  &U,  like  Coastantine  Paleol- 
ogns,  the  last  of  the  Greek  emperors,  imder  a 
moontoia  of  dead,  the  useless  carnage  of  his 
own  remorseless  sword.  Happily  the  Senate 
was  not  pat  to  this  direfdl  test  of  its  fortitnde 
and  heroism.  The  da7  was  fixed  for  the  arriTid 
d  the  armed  fca«e :  tiie  dar  came,  but  the 
troopa  did  nott  and  from  that  hoar  the  rerola- 
tion  lost  its  march,  fell  backwards,  and  vanish- 
ed t  and  the  Ohristian  Sabbath,  reooTering  its 
^aoe  in  the  calendar,  snrriTes  its  imminent 
oai^^,  eontinnes  to  solace  the  pioas,  to  refresh 
the  weai7,  and  to  attest  to  the  whole  world  the 
respect  which  American  Senators  bear  to  it 

The  greatest  mistake,  said  Ur.  B.,  whldi  a 
politician  can  make,  is  to  nnderrate  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  bodr  of  the  people.  It  is  also  the 
meet  common  and  reiterated  mistake  into  which 
thej  fall.  It  was  partlonlarlj  the  mistake  of 
the  presoit  d^,  ana  of  the  present  Senate.  The 
pnbUo  intelligence  had  been  manifestly  and 
gnwdy  underrated  in  the  great  experiment 
which  had  been  made  npon  it.  The  orednllty 
and  tibe  ignorance  of  the  people  is  not  wlu^ 
sn^  an  experiment  presumes.  Few  among  them 
who  will  not  see,  eventoallj  see,  and  that  with 
ahame  and  resentment  the  theatrical  efforts 
made  on  this  floor  to  alarm  and  agitate  them. 
The  time  is  at  hand  when  this  longTist  of  gor- 
ffon's  heads  and  chimeras  dire" — revolotion, 
bloodshed,  seizure  of  the  TreasorT',  ludon  m 
the  parse  and  sword,  inTosion  d  privileges, 
overthrow  of  the  Senate,  war  upon  the  bank, 
alarming  doctrines  of  the  protest — which  have 
been  conjured  np,  by  the  madness  of  ambition, 
to  dfiodve  and  dlstnct  the  pablio  mind,  will  be 
viewed  by  the  people  at  a  distance  with  the 
same  mmtempt  and  indifference  with  which 
they  are  now  wltQessed  here.  At  a  ^stance, 
oar  theatrical  exhibitions  have  been  formidable: 
to  those  present,  they  were  nothing  bat  a  grand 
farce,  amosine  some,  flattering  lite  hopes  of 
others;  but  deceiving  nobody  I  not  even  the 
litUe  misses  who  came  here  .with'  tbeir  matron 
mothers,  and  bearded  sires,  to  witness  the  per- 
formances of  the  American  Senate. 

Bnt  enough,  said  Mr.  B.,  enough  of  this  mor- 
ttfying  retrospect  I  close  the  debate  on  Hie 
protest  message,  and  the  deposit  question, 
with  annonneing  to  the  Senate  tkie  JodAnentoT 
the  age,  and  of  ^terity,  which  will  consign 
to  the  nuiBt  inglonons  page  of  American  history, 
the  whole  subject  which  has  oeonpled  onr  de- 
liberations for  the  last  four  months. 

T?i«  ToU  on  th«  Sttolution*  Condemninff  the 
PtoUtt. 

The  qttestion  was  taken  on  the  resolations 
separately,  when  tbey  were  decided  iu  the 
affirmative,  as  follows,  the  vote  b^ng  the  same 
on  each  of  the  four  resolutions ; 

Tkis.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calbonn,  CUy, 
Gayton,  Ewing,  Fr^nriiayBen,  Kent,  Knight, 
Leigh,  Moots,  Naudain,  Porter,  Pirfndexter,  Frea- 
tiiB,  Preston,  BobUns,  SiUiee,  Sknith,  SonUiatd, 
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Spragoe,  Swift,  TomlinsOD,  Tyler,  Waggaman, 
Webster— 27. 

Nats. — Measm.  Benton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Gnmdy, 
Headrioks,  Hill,  Kiug  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
liinn,  UcKeao,  ShepTey,  TaUmadge,  Tipton,  Wmte, 
Wilkina,  Wright— 16. 

So  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  in  the  fol- 
lowing form : 

Buotved,  That  the  protest  communicated  to  the 
Seuate  on  the  17th  iostaot,  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  asserts  powers  as  beloBging  to  the 
President,  whieh  are  InconjUstent  with  the  Just 
authority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  in- 
conristent  with  the  Conatitutiou  of  the  United 
States. 

Jieaolved,  That  while  the  Senate  Is,  and  ever  wUl 
be,  ready  to  receive  from  the  President  all  such 
messages  and  commnnioations  as  the  constitution 
and  kws,  and  the  usnal  eourse  <tf  badness  anthor- 
ize  hfm  to  transout  to  It,  yet  ft  cannot  recognise 
any  right  in  him  to  make  a  formal  protest  a^nst 
Totea  and  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  declaring  each 
votes  and  proceedings  to  be  iU^al  and  unconsUtn* 
tional,  and  requesting  the  Senate  to  enter  neh  pro- 
test on  its  Journals. 

Jieaolved,  That  the  aforesaid  protest  Is  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  and  that  it  be  not 
entered  on  the  Journal. 

Jtetolvtd,  That  the  Freddent  of  the  United  States 
lias  no  right  to  send  a  [ootest  to  the  Senate  agidnst 
ai^  of  its  proceedings. 


Fbidat,  Hay  9. 

Land  to  BxilMfiwn  Poland. 

Mr.  FoniDBXTXB  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
requiring  one  settler  for  eveiy  five  hundred 
acres,  instead  of  three  hundred,  as  provided  for 
in  the  bill ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lnnr  moved  an  amendment  to  Insert 
"  Hissonri,"  so  as  to  authorize  the  location  in 
that  State,  if  the  Frerident  shall  think  proper. 

Hr.  PonmxxTEB  said,  that  these  exiles  pre- 
ferred a  location  in  a  non-slaveholding  State. 

Mr.  LmN  remarked,  that  his  wish  was  not  to 
restrict  these  persons ;  he  rather  wished  to  give 
them  a  greater  latitude  for  their  choice. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kanx  was  opposed  to  the  bill.  In  its 
present  form  it  would  au&orize  a  location  on 
the  Galfflu  lead  mines.  He  did  not  approve  of 
the  preference  ^ven  to  tiiese  people  over  our 
own  oitizena,  and  he,  for  one,  was  unwilling  to 
make  the  discrimination.  He  therefore  moved 
an  amendment,  confining  the  location  "  to  laxtda 
su^eot  to  sale  at  private  entry." 

The  amendmoit  was  not  ajpreed  to. 

Mr.  HxHDBioKB  was  willing  to  sell  these  per- 
sons the  land  at  a  minimum  pnce,  on  a  long  cred- 
it, bnt  not  to  give  It  to  tiiem.  A  case  of  foreign- 
era,  similarly  circumstanced,  existed  in  Indiana. 
A  large  number  of  emigrants  from  the  cantons 
of  Switzerland  settled  tiiere,  in  the  most  abject 
poverty,  and  having  devoted  themselves  to  the 
cultivation  of  tiie  vmA,  by  industry  and  econo- 
my they  had  aoonmuiatod  a  reepeotable  prop- 
er^* 
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The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 


MoKSAT,  May  12. 
Donatwn  of  Land*  to  Foliih  PaMoti. 
The  bill  granting  a  dtmadon  of  lands  to  the 
PoUdi  Patriots  who  had  been  aent  to  this  ooan- 
try  bj  the  Emperor  of  Anstria  was  aimoanoed 
OB  it§  third  reading ;  when 

Mr.  Waooauan  called  for  &b  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  bill  was  passed  by 

TxAS.— Ifessrs.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Chy,  Clayton, 
Swing,  FreUnghuyBen,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  UcKeao,  Moore,  Horris,  Kaudain,  Foiadex- 
ter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Freaton,  Robbina,  SUsbee, 
Bmith,  Tallmadge,  ^pton,  Tomlinaan,  Webster, 
Wilkins— 26. 

Nats. — ^Messn.  Black,  Broirn,  Gntndy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  Bobinsoa,  Sfaepley, 
Swift,  Tyler,  Waggaman,  White,  Wright— 14. 


HoBDAT,  Jnne  2. 
Bettoratwn  <^  £A«  Depctit$. 
Mr.  Clat  moved  to  postpone  the  previons 
orders,  and  take  np  the  joint  resolntions  snb- 
mitted  by  hin^  some  days  since,  on  the  removal 
of  the  pnblic  deposits.  The  resolntions  were 
taken  np. 

"Mx.  Olat  expressed  his  hope  that  no  nnneces- 
aary  time  would  be  taken  np  in  discassing  the 
resolationfl^nt  that  they  might  be  passed  npon 
this  day.  The  first  resolution  had  been  already 
disenssed  fbr  several  months,  aod  he  ^d  not  in- 
tend to  8^  a  single  word  on  the  subject  of  the 
•econd  resolution,  nnless  the  conrse  taken  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  should  render  it 
necessary  for  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Bentoh  moved  that  the  resolutions  be 
postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  Senate 
an  opportunity  of  considering  the  following 
resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  Senate  will  not  consider  any 

Eropoffition  to  restore  the  public  moneys  to  the 
eeping  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
renew  the  charter  of  that  bank,  nntil  after  it  ^all 
have  submitted  to  a  full  examination  of  its  affiura 
by  a  oommitlee  of  one  of  the  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, and  especially  into  the  part  wbloh  the  bank 
may  have  acted,  if  any,  in  ivodndng  the  late  com- 
mereial  embaira«me&ta  and  distresses. 

Hr.  BsNTOK,  in  support  of  his  motion,  sfioke 
Ktmewhat  at  large  in  vindication  of  the  right 
of  Congress  to  examine  Into  the  conduct  and 
affairs  of  the  bank,  and  ita  doty  to  do  so,  before 
it  would  entertun  any  proposition  of  honor  or 
confidence  to  tiiat  institution.  The  i^ht  to 
make  this  examination,  he  sud,  rested  upon 
man^  grounds,  A  clause  in  the  charter  reserv- 
ed this  right,  and  reserved  it  without  limitation 
or  restriction,  without  forms  or  conditions ;  aod 
it  was  not  to  be  endured  that  this  uncondi- 
tional right,  reserved  by  Congress,  should  be 
defeated  and  nullified  by  the  interposition  of 
forma  and  oonditionfl|  reatriotions  and  limita- 
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tions,  prescribed  by  the  bank  itself^  and  which 
would  put  it  into  the  power  of  that  institution 
to  be  examined  or  not,  just  as  it  pleased.  Be- 
sides this  chartered  runt  to  'ezanune  the  ban^ 
JCr.  B.  said  that  the  United  States  was  a  part- 
ner in  the  Inatitntion,  and  poaaessed  the  natural 
and  equitable  right  of  all  partners  to  know  how 
Aepartnerdiipooncems  were  managed.  Every 
parbier  has  a  right  to  examine  the  boola  aiu 
papers  of  the  concern ;  dormant  partners  pos- 
sess this  right  as  well  as  active  partners ;  ttna  if 
the  members  of  the  concern  who  have  chai^ 
of  these  books  and  papers,  refhse  to  sobnat 
them  to  the  inspection  of  the  other  partners,  • 
court  of  equity  will  interfere,  npon  the  applica- 
tion of  the  injured  party,  and  place  the  boolcB 
and  papers  where  every  partner  can  have  free 
access  to  them.  This  is  the  natural  right,  and 
equitable  law  of  partnerships ;  and  the  pw^e 
<a  the  United  SteAes,  who  are  paitners  to  the 
amount  seven  millions  of  dollars  in  tins  bank, 
have  a  right  to  see  how  it  has  been  managed, 
and  their  representatives  are  the  proper  persons 
to  exercise  that  right.  A  committee  of  Con- 
gress is  the  proper  organ  to  examine  for  the 
people ;  and  if  such  a  committee  should  be  re- 
pulMd  fcova  the  door  of  the  bank,  then  the 
rights  of  the  people,  as  partners  in  uie  institu- 
tion, are  resisted  and  violated.  A  third  ground 
on  which  Mr.  B.  bottomed  the  right  of  the 
Government  to  examine  the  affairs  of  the  bank, 
resulted  from  the  nationality  of  the  institution 
— from  its  national  character,  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  its  mere  bankiiu  character — and  the 
consequent  liabilitgr  whic£  it  incurred  with  aU 
other  national  Inaiitntions,  to  undergo  the  siir 
pervision  of  the  power  wnteh  created  it.  On 
this  point  he  quoted  Qenersl  Hamilton,  and 
showed  that  tlmt  eminent  man,  when  he  was 
first  recommending  a  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  year  17*91,  openly  asserted  the  right  ana 
the  doty  of  the  Government  to  examine  the  in- 
stitution as  often  as  it  thought  fit,  and  declared 
that  an  objection  to  such  an  examination  would 
imply  mismanagement.  Here  he  read  the  fol- 
lowing paragraph  from  General  Hamilton*s  re- 
port of  1791 : 

"  If  the  paper  of  a  bank  is  permitted  to  insinuate 
itself  into  all  Che  revenues  and  receipts  of  a  conn- 
by;  if  it  is  even  to  be  tolerated  aathe  sabstitate 
for  gold  and  fdlver,  ia  all  the  traDsaetions  of  boat 
ness,  it  becomes,  in  either  view,  a  national  coneem 
of  the  first  magnitade.  As  snob,  the  ordinary  rules 
of  prudence  require  tliat  the  Government  should 
possess  the  means  of  ascertaining,  whenever  it 
ttiinks  fit,  that  so  delicate  a  trust  is  executed  with 
fidelity  and  care.  A  right  of  this  nature  is  not  only 
desirable  as  it  respects  the  Government,  bat  it 
ought  to  t>e  equally  so  to  all  those  oooouned  in 
the  htslitatioB,  as  an  additional  title  to  pabUo  asd 
private  confidence,  and  as  a  thing  which  can  only 
be  fi>niddBbla  to  ptaetlees  that  imply  mismanage- 
ment.** 

All  this  has  happened,  sfdd  Mr.  B.  The  pa- 
per of  the  Bank  of  the  United  StatM  has  in- 
rinnated  itsdf  into  tiie  reoeints  and  revenue  vS. 
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the  ooantry  j  it  has  become  a  snbstitate  for  gold 
and  silver ;  it  has  entered  into  all  the  transac- 
tions of  bnsness  between  man  and  man  ;  and, 
tiiereby,  this  bank  has  become  a  national  con- 
cern, and  a  concern  of  the  first  magnitude. 

brandi  of  the  GoTenunent  immediately 
repreeentiiig  the  people,  have  thought  fit  to 
order  an  investigation  Into  the  affairs  of  the 
ban}L  and  that  investigation  has  been  redsted 
and  defeated  br  the  buik.  In  the  language  of 
General  Hamilton,  this  re»stance  implieB  mis- 
management ;  and  that  mismanagement  onght 
to  stimolate  the  Government  to  an  exertion  of 
all  its  powers  to  enforce  the  examination  to 
Which  It  is  entitled.  A  fourth  groand  npon 
which  Ur.  B.  placed  the  right  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  examine  the  afiiurs  of  the  bank,  related 
to  the  restOTation  of  the  deposits  and  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter.  If  the  bank  was  oolpable, 
it  would  have  no  daim  to  fhe  further  keeping 
of  the  public  moneys,  and  it  ou^ht  to  submit  to 
have  tJiat  question  of  culpability  tried  by  the 
evidence  of  its  own  books.  If  it  had  abused 
the  powers  granted  to  it,  it  can  have  no  claim 
for  further  favor  or  confidence.  On  this  point, 
he  took  a  decisive  stuid,  independent  of  the 
charter,  and  independent  of  all  lejral  rights,  and 
resting  upon  the  sreat  principle,  mat  the  Gov- 
ernment nad  a  right  to  know  how  the  bank  had 
been  managed  during  its  present  existence,  be- 
fore it  would  renew  to  it  another  term  of  exist- 
ence. This  was  a  condition  precedent  in  the 
hands  of  tiie  Government.  It  was  a  condition 
which  it  had  a  right  to  prescribe,  and  whii^ 
under  presmt  cironmstauwa,  it  was  eminently 
its  duty  towesoribe.  It  had  a  right  to  say  to 
the  bank,  we  wish  to  know  how  you  have  ex- 
erdsed  the  great  powers  we  have  granted  to 
yon,  before  we  renew  those  powers ;  we  wish 
to  examine  your  own  books,  to  see  what  yoor 
conduct  has  been ;  and  until  you  submit  to  that 
examination,  we  will  not  entertain  or  consider 
anj  proposition  to  renew  your  extraordinary 
privileges.  This  was  what  the  Government 
bad  a  right  to  say.  It  was  what  was  done  in 
Sn^and  in  relation  to  all  great  corporations — 
the  East  India  Oompany,  as  well  as  the  Bank 
of  England.  A  committee  of  forty-eight  mem- 
bers had  thoronghly  Investigated  the  aSUra  of 
tbe  East  India  Oompany  before  its  (diarter  was 
renewed ;  a  committee  of  thir^-two  members 
had  also  thoroughly  examined  the  aflhtra  of  tiie 
Bank  of  Enj^d  before  its  charter  was  renewed 
at  the  last  SMdon  of  Parliament.  Lord  Althorp, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  18S1,  felt  almost 
as  an  imputation  upon  him  the  question  put  by 
Sir  Henry  Famell,  whether  he  meant  to  ask  for 
a  renewal  of  the  bank  charter  before  a  commit- 
tee of  the  House  had  investigated  the  affairs  of 
the  bank.  He  declared  that  there  should  be  fhU 
inquiry;  and  full  inquiry  there  was,  without 
liinitation,  restriotion,  condition  or  formality  on 
the  part  ctf  the  bank.  Ur.  B.  sud  it  was  the 
right  and  t^e  duty  of  Oongreas  to  act  in  the 
aame  w^  torards  t3w  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 


[SXMATB. 

EveA  if  no  misconduct  was  imputed  to  it,  it 
would  be  right  to  examine,  and  see  if  no  miscon- 
duct had  occurred.  It  should  be  a  preliminaiT 
step  of  prudence  and  precaution,  before  snot 
large  powers  should  m  granted  agun.  Bat 
there  was  misconduct  imputed  to  it ;  and  drop- 
ping all  other  imputations,  he  would  point  out 
the  one  which  stood  first  on  the  list  of  inqnirles 
ordered  by  the  House  of  Representatives — whicli 
was  alluded  to  in  the  resolution  which  he  pro- 
posed to  submit,  if  the  postponement  took  place 
which  he  moved  for — and  which  went  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  the  author  of  the  distresses  which  had  pre- 
vailed in  the  country  during  the  past  winter  ? 
This  he  held  to  be  a  most  vital  inquiry,  and  one 
that  should  never  be  abandoned  until  the  true 
authors  of  that  distress  were  made  known  to 
the  people.   An  immense  number  of  memmials 

f resented  to  Oongress,  charged  it  upon  the 
'resident ;  a  great  number  of  others  charged 
it  upon  the  bank.  The  truth  of  these  duu^es 
the  people  oughf  to  know;  and  certainly  the 
bank  ought  not  shrink  firom  the  evidence  of  its 
own  books.  A  strong  {ffesumptive  case  of 
guilt  was  made  out  agunst  it;  and  that  pre- 
sumption was  ripening  into  fhll  proof  and  ab- 
solute conviction,  under  the  condact  of  the  bank 
in  refusi^  to  submit  to  the  test  of  its  own 
books.  The  Government  directors,  in  their 
memorial  addressed  to  Congress,  had  strongly 
incnlpated  the  bank,  and  ^ne  into  a  statement 
of  fads  to  show  that  the  directors  revised  every 
proporiti(m  to  oondnot  the  curtailment  of  the, 
bank  debts  on  a  plan  of  equality  and  impar- 
tiality, and  put  the  whole  business  of  the  oor- 
tfulment  into  the  hands  of  a  subaltern  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  president  of  the  book 
alone,  and  exempted  even  from  the  .small  re- 
straint of  reporting  to  the  board  of  directors  I— 
affirming  that  the  late  pressure  in  the  money 
market  had  been  occasioned  by  the  bank  itself 
— ^that  the  curtulment  had  been  conducted  by 
a  secret  committee,  and  had  been  partial,  un- 
equal, and  unnecessary,  Mr.  B.  went  on  to 
read  several  exti>acts  from  the  memorial  of  the 
Government  directors,  to  prove  what  he  said. 
At  page  16  of  thdr  memorial,  he  read  a  resola- 
tion  submitted  by  the  Government  directors  to 
the  board,  j^roporing  a  systematio  reduction,  to 
be  gradual  In  its  operation,  and  to  bear  npon 
all  sections  of  the  country,  and  all  classes  of 
debtors,  in  the  same  d^ree  and  proportion. 
This  plan,  the  committee  siqr,  would  have  pre- 
vented an  oppresmve.  sectional,  and  partial  cur- 
tfulmentj  and  would  nave  confined  the  business 
of  cnrtatlment  to  the  board  of  directors,  and 

fiven  to  every  director  a  voice  in  what  was 
one.  This  plan  was  rejected  I  Ko — worse 
than  that  1—- the  imperious  board  refused  even 
to  consider  it  I  and  forthwith  adopted  a  series 
of  reeolntionB  tor  reducing  the  business  of  the 
institotion,  and  gave  authority  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  oflSoes  to  modify  these  resolutions  as 
they  should  deem  expedient,  and  peremptorily 
reftased  to  require  Oiia  committee,  thus  invested 
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with  nnlimited  power  over  the  great  and  deli- 
cate basines9  of  cal*tailmeDt — refused  to  require 
them  even  to  report  to  the  board  of  directors  I 
This,  Ur.  B.  considered  to  be  a  flagrant  breach 
of  the  charter,  which  expressly  enacts  that  not 
less  than  seven  directors  shall  constitate  a 
board  to  transact  business.  The  reduction  of  a 
debt  of  rixfy  odd  millions,  was  certainly  a  piece 
of  business  I  It  was  the  most  important  piece 
of  business  ever  transacted  by  the  bank ;  and 
has  been  so  transacted  as  to  fill  this  hall  with 
cries  of  rain  and  distress  from  Tarious  quarters 
of  the  country. 

The  Ghivemment  directors  expressly  char^ 
at  page  17  of  their  memorial,  that  "  We  attrib- 
ute to  them  the  excessive  curtailment  in  the 
business  of  the  institution,  which  has  been  so 
sudden  and  oppressive,  and  which  was  not  ne- 
ceBsarr,  rither  to  the  extent  to  whidi  it  was 
oarrieo,  or  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  made 
to  bear  on  thecommnQify."  Having  read  these 
extracts,  Mr.  B,  commented  upon  them  as  con- 
taining a  direct  chai^  first,  <^  a  breach  of  the 
charter  in  committing  the  proper  business  of 
the  board  to  a  snbaltem  committee  of  three 
members ;  and,  secondly,  of  a  partial,  sectional, 
unnecessary,  and  oppressive  cart^ment  of  the 
debts  of  the  institution.  These  were  the  charges ; 
charges  made  by  the  Glovemment  directors,  and 
not  in  newspapers,  but  in  a  memorial  to  Con- 
gress. True,  these  directors  have  been  rejected 
by  the  Senate ;  but,  equally  true,  the  House  of 
R<9pr^ntatives  had  oraerol  an  inquiry  into  the 
■oondnet  of  the  bank,  and  have  pnt  this  charge 
of  the  Government  Erectors  at  the  head,  and 
bi  very  f^t^  of  the  saUects  to  be  inquired 
into  by  th^  committee,  ^e  again,  that  the 
charter  reserves  to  either  House  of  Congress 
tiie  right,  through  a  committee,  to  inspect  the 
books,  and  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the 
bank,  to  see  whether  the  charter  has  been  vio- 
lated. Bat  what  has  happened?  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  House,  sent  to  Philadelphia  to  in- 
spect the  books,  and  examine  the  proceedings 
of  the  bank,  have  been  resisted  aad  repulsed  t 
They  return  without  accomplishing  their  mis- 
sion I  and  a  loud  cry  is  set  up  in  one  general 
chorus,  by  the  bank,  and  all  its  fi-iends,  hi  Con- 
gress and  oat  of  Congress,  that  the  Goremment 
must  go  to  law  with  the  hank  I  that  the  direc- 
tors are  not  bound  to  criminate  tliemselveal 
that  a  tev-e/aeioi  must  issue,  and  then  they  will 
answer  in  court  I  Thus  relu^g  to  abide  the 
evidence  of  their  own  books  I  Thus  refusing 
to  let  a  committee  of  Congress  inspect  their 
books,  and  examine  their  proceedings,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  bank  was  innocent,  or  guilty, 
of  a  wanton  oppression  of  the  oommanity,  dur- 
ing the  past  winter.  Mr.  B.  said,  tliat  nnce  the 
distresses  of  the  Sonth  Sea  scheme  in  England, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  century,  there 
had  not  been  in  any  country  so  loud  and  per- 
vading a  cry  of  distress,  as  has  been  heard  in 
this  country  during  four  or  five  months  past. 
The  cries  of  the  En^iah  people  had  been  carried 
to  Farliamoit,  as  the  ones  of  the  American 
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Seople  have  been  brought  to  Congress.  What 
id  the  EufiJish  Parliament  do  t  Immediately 
rused  a  committee :  sent  them  to  examine  the 
directors  of  the  Sonth  Sea  Company ;  reenved 
th^  rc{K>rt;  ordered  all  the  directors  toths 
bar ;  interrogated  them  in  the  face  oi  all  Eng- 
land ;  convicted  them  of  practices  which  had 
distressed,  alarmed,  and  ininred  the  commonity ; 
and  sent  Ihem  to  iiul,  loaded  with  the  cnrsesof 
an  outraged  kingdom.  This  is  what  Parliament 
did  in  a  similar  case  to  what  has  now  happened 
in  our  America.  Kr.  B.  would  not  ask  what 
Congress  had  done.  That  question  was  yet  to 
be  Med  in  the  House  of  Representatives ;  he 
would  not  anticipate  the  issue ;  it  was  not  his 
bu»ness  to  do  so.  But  what  had  the  Senate 
done?  Had  it  ascerttuned  the  truth  of  the 
charges  made  by  the  Qovemment  directors^be- 
fore  they  were  rejected?  Not  at  alll  Had 
they  ascertained  the  truth  these  churns  bo- 
fore  they  proposed  to  restore  the  public  depos- 
its to  the  keeping  of  the  bank  ?  Kot  at  all  t 
Kot^Ung  is  inquired  into — nothing  ascertained 
— all  taken  for  £alse  or  frivolous  that  is  alleged 
against  the  bank ;  and  even  her  cry  adopted, 
0^  Go  to  law  I  Hr.  B,  remarked  upon  this  cry 
for  a  acire  fadtu^  so  suddenly  adopted  in  the 
Senate  here.  It  had  broken  out  to-day,  and 
now  resounded  from  all  quarters.  Whence  this 
cry?  It  comes  from  Philadelphia  I  Itisbronght 
back  by  the  minority  of  the  bank  committee; 
it  is  put  in  thdir  report;  and  forthwith,  it  bo* 
comes  the  cry  of  the  whole  bank  par^.  But 
what  a  contradiction  is  exhibited,  and  exhiUt- 
ed  here  to  our  &ces  I  What  s  oluuige  in  a  ftir 
brief  days  t  For  fonr  months  we  heard  notii- 
ing  else  but  of  this  respon^ble  bank,  subject  to 
the  control  of  Congress  I  this  creature  of  our 
own  creation,  over  whidi  we  had  ample  con- 
trol I  Tes,  ample  control  I  that  was  the  word  I 
this  fiscal  agent,  which  was  responsible  to  Con- 
gress, not  to  the  President  I  and  which  was  right 
in  resisting  all  amenability  to  the  President,  be- 
cause it  was  to  Congress  that  the  charter  made  it 
responsible  I  This  was  the  language,  in  this  Sen- 
ate, for  four  months  I  Wliat  is  it  now  ?  Why, 
that  it  is  not  Congress,  bat  the  Judiciary,  to 
which  it  is  liable.  It  is  the  court — the  ooart— 
to  which  it  will  submit.  She  will  go  to  law  with 
Congress,  but  will  not  snhmlt  to  be  examined  1^ 
a  committee.  Congress  may  send  a  $eir0/aeia$f 
but  no  committee  of  investigation.  Such  is  the 
new  refuge,  or  subterfuge  of  the  bank.  When 
the  President  asks  for  information  through  the 
Government  directors,  his  authority  is  resisted, 
because  the  bank  is  responsible  to  Congress, 
and  not  to  him  I  When  Congress  asks  the 
same  information,  then  Congress  is  resisted, 
because  the  bank  is  respon»ble  to  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  not  to  Congress!  Such  are  the 
contradictions,  snch  the  subterfuges,  such  the 
tricks  played  off  in  our  faces,  and  in  the  view 
of  the  whole  American  people.  In  the  Cmw  of 
audi  evidences  of  guilt— in  the  &ce  ot  such  a 
strong  presumptive  case  to  oonviot  the  bank  of 
bcdng  the  author  ot  the  distreeiea  which  have 
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been  complained  of  in  the  memorials  to  Congress, 
is  it  right  to  give  her  marks  of  favor  and  confl- 
denoe  I  la  it  right  either  to  restore  to  her  the 
keeping  of  tiie  pablio  moneys,  or  to  grant  her  a 
renewu  of  her  charter  t  Ur.  B.  thought  not, 
and  that  the  proper  course  for  the  Senate  to 
fidlow  was  indicated  in  theresolotdon  which  he 
bad  read,  and  which  he  would  submit  for  the 
ooniideration  and  action  of  the  Senate,  if  the 
present  proceedingfi  should  be  postponed. 

Mi^.  Olat  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion ;  which  were  ordered: 

Teas. — Uessrs.  Beaton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Orandy, 
HOI,  BCane,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Uorris,  Shepley, 
White,  WilkiDS,  Wright~18. 

ITats.— Xflssrs.  Bel),  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Chambers,  Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghaysen, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  McEcan,  Mangum,  Kandahi, 
Poindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Silsbee,  Smith,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton, 
T(»idtDSonf  Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster — 29. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  was  disagreed  to. 

A  ftirther  dlsooBBion  of  the  aobjeot  followed, 
and  several  pn^Kwitions  for  amendment  and 
Bahatitution  were  sncoesaively  uwatived ;  and 

The  resolations  were  ordered  to  oe  engrosaed 
for  a;  tidrd  reading. 


Tuesday,  June  8. 
Beitoration  qf  tfu  DepotiU. 
The  first  joint  resolation  of  Hr.  Olat  was 
pnt  on  passage,  and  passed — yeas  29;  nays  16. 

Hie  consideration  of  the  aeoond  resolution 
was,  on  motion  ot  KDr.  Fobstth,  poel^ned  till 
to*morroT. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


WsDirasDAT,  June  4. 
Settoration  of  the  Deport. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Clat,  requiring  the 
pablio  deposits  to  be  made  in  tiie  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  branches  after  the  Ist 
July  next,  was  taken  np. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tub.— Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Calboun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  FrelinghDyseo,  Kent,  Knight, 
Leigh,  HcKean,  lUogum,  Naudain,  Folndexter, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Bobbhia,  Slabee,  Smith, 
Southard,  l^iragne,  Swift,  Tomlinaoii,  I^ler,  Wagga- 
man,  Webstei^28. 

Mats. — Messrs.  Beoton,  Brown,  Forsyth,  Qrundy, 
Bill,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama-  King  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Uorria,  Robinson,  Shqaey,  npt0l^  WUte, 
Wilkins,  Wright^l6. 

So  the  resolutions  were  both  passed,  and  sent 
to  tiie  House  of  Bepresentativee  for  concur- 
rence. 

Thcb«)at,  June,  S. 
iVbrfAtfrn  Boundary  ^  03^, 
The  Un  establishing  the  northern  boundary 
line  oi  Uio  State    Ouo^  wai  taken  tip. 


Mr.  Ewma  spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  Ihe 

bill. 

Mr.  TiFTON  said  :  Ur.  President,  I  confess 
that  I  was  not  &  little  surprised  to  hear  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  say  that  Michigan 
had  DO  rights  here.  I  contend  that  she  baa 
rights,  and  regret  that  those  rights  have  not  an 
abler  advocate  on  this  floor  uian  I  am.  My 
object  in  rising,  is  to  say  a  few  words  against 
the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  I  flatter  myself 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  show  to  the  Senate  and 
to  the  coontry,  that  Ohio  has  no  well-founded 
claim  to  take  from  Michigan  that  part  of  her 
territory  demanded  by  the  bill  on  your  table, 
Ifichigan  was  put  in  possession  of  this  tract 
country  many  years  a«o,  by  the  Congress  of 
the  nmted  States.  She  has  organized  her 
oounlies,  erected  her  court-hotises  and  otiier 
pobUo  bnildings,  and  made  all  her  local  arrange- 
ments over  the  territory  now  in  dispute ;  and 
it  woold  be  unjust  to  take  it  from  her.  I  will 
show  what  the  action  of  Congress  has  been  at 
various  periods,  by  reading  the  laws  and  reso- 
lutions upon  that  subject. 

If  I  could  have  consnlted  my  own  wishes,  I 
would  have  deferred  the  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion of  boundary  between  the  State  of  Ohio 
and  the  Michigan  Territory,  until  Michigan  had 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an  independent 
State,  and  bad  an  opportunity  of  being  repre- 
sented on  this  floor  by  two  of  her  own  citizens. 
But,  since  both  the  Le^slature  and  the  delega- 
tion  in  Congress  from  Ohio,  are  prising  this 
question  upon  ns,  uid  believing  it  within  the 
competency  of  Congress  to  settle  it,  I  hope  that 
we  shall  decide  the  dispute  with  an  eye  to  the 
dispensation  of  equal  justice  between  the  par- 
ties, and  put  it  at  rest  forever. 

I  contend,  sud  Mr.  T.,  that  Congress,  the 
guardian  of  the  Territories,  had  the  power  to 
divide  that  part  of  the  North-western  Territory 
that  lies  north  of  a  line  due  east  and  west 
through  the  southerD  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake 
Midiigan,  to  one  or  two  States,  or  to  attach  it 
to  any  other  State^  as  the  public  interest  might 
require ;  and  in  the  exercise  of  her  sound  cUs- 
oretion  over  that  Tnritory,  Oongresa  did  extend 
the  State  ttflndluia  ten  miles,  and  the  State  of 
Illinois  half  a  d^ree  north  of  that  line.  Thia 
waadcme  because  the  pubUo  convenience  re- 
quired that  it  should  be  ao  attached,  to  give 
these  States  harbors  on  the  lakes,  and  the  nav- 
igation of  them  also. 

The  State  of  Virginia,  in  1786,  modified  her 
act  of  cession,  to  {^ve  Congress  this  discretion- 
ary power;  and  that  Congress  possesses  the 
power  cannot  he  doubted. 

In  the  Senate,  the  sovereign  States  are  equally- 
represented  ;  the  least  State  has  as  great  a  rep- 
resentatioa  here  as  the  largest.  On  this  body 
the  weaker  States,  therefore,  most  rely  for  pro- 
tection against  the  encroachments  of  their  more 
powerful  noghbors ;  and,  relying  on  the  Justioe 
ftf  the  Senate,  they  need  not  fear  the  result. 

Miehigan,  with  a  population  of  between  SO,- 
000  and  60^000  aouls^  Iub  no  voice  on  this  flow ; 


JVortAem  Bomdary  of  Okie. 


Digitized  by 


868 


ABBIDaHENT  OF  THB 


ehe  has,  it  is  true,  a  delegate  in  the  other  Hoom, 
viUi  a  right  to  debate  bat  not  to  vote  in  settling 
qnestions  where  she  is  interested.  Ohio  has  a 
population  of  more  than  a  million  of  seals,  with 
two  Benators  here  and  nineteen  Kepresenta- 
tives  in  the  other  House  of  Congress.  This 
fearful  odds  arrayed  against  the  Territorj,  and 
demanding  of  Congress  to  reduce  it,  by  adding 
to  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  already  too  powerfm 
for  the  peace  of  her  less  i>owerfuI  neighbors ; 
bnt  she  trusts  her  case  to  the  justice  of  the 
Senate,  and  need  not  dread  the  dectuon. 

I  ooncur  in  that  part  of  the  report  made  by 
the  honorable  chairman  oi  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, that  asserts  the  power  of  Oongresa  to 
settle  thia  question.  I  contend  that  this  is  not 
wholly  a  question  of  law,  but  also  a  question 
political  expediency,  and  that  it  is  neither  ex- 
pedient nor  proper  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
Ohio  north  of  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  the 
Bouthem  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake  Erie, 
and  beliering  this,  I  protest  against  it,  in  behalf 
of  the  people  of  Mchiguif  as  being  uncalled  for 
bj  the  public  interest,  inexpedient,  and  unjnst. 

To  sf^isfy  the  Senate  that  the  law  is  against 
Ohio,  I  will  read  the  second  section  of  an  act 
of  CoDgresa,  approred  80th  April,  1602^  enti- 
tled '*  AJi  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  east- 
em  diririon  of  the  territory  north-weet  of  the 
river  Ohio,  to  form  a  constitation  and  State 
Govenunent,  and  for  the  admiadon  of  auch 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States."  It  is  as  follows  : 

"That  the  said  State  shall  comdat  of  all  the  terri- 
tory incladed  wiUilo  the  following  bounds,  to  vit : 
Bounded  on  the  eut  by  the  FennsylTuua  line,  on 
the  south  by  the  Ohio  Hirer,  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Qreat  lEuni  Birer,  on  the  west  by  the  line  drawn 
due  Duth  from  the  month  of  the  Gnat  Miami  afore- 
ndd,  and  on  the  north  by  an  east  ind  west  line 
drawn  tbroagh  the  southerly  extreme  of  Lake  Michi- 

KD,  running  east,  after  intersectiDg  tfae  due  north 
e  aforesaid  from  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami, 
UDtfl  it  shall  intersect  Lake  Erie  or  the  territorial 
line,  and  thence  with  the  same  through  Lake  Erie 
to  the  FenusyWania  line  aforesaid :  provided,  that 
Congress  shall  be  at  liberty  at  any  time  hereafter, 
rither  to  attach  all  the  temtoiy  lying  east  of  the 
Itne  to  be  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Miami  foresaid  to  tfae  territorial  line,  and  north  of 
an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  southerly 
extreme  of  Lake  Hichfgan,  running  east  as  aforesdd 
to  Lake  Erie,  to  the  aforesaid  State,  or  dispose  of  it 
otherwise,  in  confonnity  to  the  fifth  article  of  com- 
pact between  the  origiul  States  and  the  peojde  and 
States  to  be  formed  In  the  territory  north-west  of 
the  riyer  Ohio." 

By  this  law  Congress  reserredthe  right  either 
to  attach  this  territory  to  tiie  State  of  Ohio, 
or  to  make  such  other  dispoaition  of  it  aa  the 
pnblio  interest  may  regnlre.  AH  the  people 
uving  within  the  Umita  prescribed  by  this  act 
were  authorized  to  form  for  themselves  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Government.  Ko  one  living 
beyond  the  bonnda  prescribed  by  thia  law  had  a 
right  to  take  part  In  forming  a  constitution  for 
Onto.  The  peoi^e  residingln  one  portion  of 


thia  country,  oould  -not  torm  a  oonstitation  toe 
those  residing  elsewhere,  nor  coold  a  territory, 
not  included  within  the  limits  laid  down  by 
this  act,  be  embraced  within  the  State  of  Ohio, 
without  the  assent  of  Congress.  Hear  what 
the  Ohio  convention  add  npon  this  subject. 
Sixth  sectioD,  aeroith  artade^  Oonstitatlon  of 
Ohio: 

*'  That  the.  limits  and  boundaries  of  this  SUte  be 
ascertuned,  it  is  declared  that  they  are  as  hereafter 
mentioned ;  that  is  to  say :  bounded  on  the  east  by 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio 
River  to  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Ujami  River ;  on  the 
west,  by  the  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  month 
of  the  Great  Uiami  aforeeald;  and  on  the  north,  by 
an  cast  and  west  Une  drawn  through  the  soatheriy 
extreme  of  Lake  Michigan,  running  east,  after  inter- 
secting the  due  north  line  aforeeaid  from  tfae  monUi 
of  the  Qreat  Miami,  until  it  shall  intersect  Lake  Erie 
or  the  territorial  line,  and  thence  wiUi  tfae  same 
through  Lake  Erie  to  the  Pennsylvania  line  afore- 
said: provided  ahrays,  and  it  is  Iiereby  fiilly  under- 
stood and  declared  by  this  convention,  that  If  the 
sontheriyl>end  or  extreme  of  Lake  MicUgan  dionld 
extend  so  far  south,  that  a  line  drawn  due  east  from 
it  should  not  intersect  Lake  Erie,  or  if  it  should  in- 
tersect the  said  Lake  Erie  east  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Miami  River  of  the  lake,  then,  and  In  that  case,  with 
the  assent  of  the  Cmgress  of  the  United  States,  the 
northern  boundary  of  this  State  shall  be  established 
by,  and  extentUng  to  a  direct  line,  running  from  the 
southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  most 
northerly  cape  of  the  Miami  Bay,  after  intersecting 
the  due  north  line  from  the  month  of  the  Great 
Miami  lUver  as  aforesi^d,  thenee  northeast  to  the 
territorial  line,  and  by  the  said  tenitmial  Une  to  the 
Pennsylvaufa  line." 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  bear  in  mind,  that  the 
line  to  be  drawn  east  from  the  sonthem  bend 
or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  to  I^e  Erie  or  to 
the  territorial  line  of  the  United  States,  was 
the  basis  for  the  northern  bonndary  of  Ohio. 
The  southern  bend  of  Iiake  Michigan  was  the 
permanent  controlling  point  to  govern  in  estab- 
lishing the  Une  of  demaroation  between  Ohio 
and  tha  State  to  be  formed  north  of  it.  The 
Canada  or  territorial  line  of  the  United  States 
was  a  collateral,  not  material  point.  It  is  im- 
material for  all  practical  purposes,  whether 
the  nwthem  boundary  of  Ohio  intersects  the 
Oiuiada  line  or  not  It  being  an  open  space  of 
water  in  Lake  Erie,  no  permanent  demarca- 
tion can  be  made  to  distinguish  this  line ;  nor 
is  it  at  this  day  so  distlncuy  known,  that  we 
can  determine  whether  the  line  drawn  east  from 
Lake  IQohigan  will  intersect  the  Canada  line  or 
not  Some  affirm  that  it  does — others  doubt  it 

The  Constitution  of  Ohio  was  transmitted  to 
the  seat  o[  Government  by  Hr.  Worthbigtrai, 
who  was  ^>p(^ted  special  agent  for  that  pur- 
pose; he  hsd  been  amffluberof  the  craventicm 
that  formed  the  constitution,  was  one  iX  her 
first  Senators  in  Congress,  and  atterwards  Gov- 
ernor of  that  State.  The  constitution  was  re- 
ferred, in  the  Hotise  of  Bepresentatives,  to  a 
committee,  of  which  Mr.  Bandolph,  of  Yir^ 
ginia,  was  chairman.  This  oommittee  was  direct- 
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ed  to  examine  it,  and  report  their  opinion  there- 
on to  the  Hotue.   It  was  as  follows : 

*'Mr.  Basdolph,  from  the  cotnioittee  to  which 
Wfts  referred  a  letter  from  Edward  Tiffin,  president 
of  the  oonTentioQ  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  a  letter 
fitom  Thomas  WorUUngtoo,  special  agent  of  the 
Mid -State,  enoIoslDg  the  oonstitntion  thereof  to- 
gether with  snndnr  propositionB  hi  addition  to,  and 
m  modification  of  thou  contamed  ia  the  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern 
tSTirion  of  the  territorjr  north-weat  of  the  river  Ohio 
to  form  a  oonsUtntioD  and  State  goTenuoent,  and 
fox  the  admiarion  of  aneh  State  into  tlie  Union  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,'  made  the  following  report: 

**  The  provision  contained  in  the  azth  section  of 
the  seventh  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  respectiag  the  northern  boundaiy  of  that 
State,  depending  on  a  fiiet  not  yet  ucertained,  and 
not  be  ingsubmitted  in  the  shape  of  the  other  prop- 
ositions from  the  convention  to  Congress,  the 
oommittee  Iwre  thonoht  it  unnecessary  to  take  it 
at  this  time  Into  oondaeration." 

Ur.  Bandolph's  report  proves  that  the  prop- 
ortion made  by  the  Ohio  convention  to  em- 
brace more  terntta?  within  the  limits  of  that 
State,  was  not  sanottoned  hj  the  Ooogress  of  that 
dar ;  and  that  was  the  proper  time  to  attach 
thu  twritory,  if  erer  it  on^t  to  have  been 
done.  The  country  was  then  a  wilderness. 
Miohigui,  as  a  territory,  did  not  exist.  The 
whole  North-western  Territory  then  indnded 
\X,  and  bdng  at  the  dispoeal  oS  Oongress,  Hicih- 
i^  was  stnoken  off  from  it.  Bat  the  case  is 
different  now.  The  territorial  government 
of  Michigan  has  been  organized;  ^e  has, 
in  legal  phrase,  been  pnt  in  possession  of  the  dis- 
pnted  territory  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  hu  been  exeroiang  jnrisdiotion  and 
acts  of  ownership  over  it  ever  since  the  late 
wan  a  P^fiiod  of  near  twenty  years. 

ICr.  w'orUiingt<Hi,  one  of  &e  first  Senators 
in  OoDgresB  tKm  Ohio,  presented  to  the  Senate 
the  petition  of  Joseph  Sbiriaon  and  others,  in- 
habitants of  the  noruiem  porti<m  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  praying  Oongress  to  divide 
that  territory  ana  organize  Michigan.  Their 
petition  was  referred  to  a  oommittee,  of  which 
Kr.WcnIihington  was  chairman.  The  committee 
reported  a  bill  to  organize  Mchigan,  and  to 
giro  the  assent  of  Oongress  to  the  proposition 
oontained  in  the  sixth  section  of  the  seventh 
artide  of  the  Oonstitntion  of  Ohio.  This  bill 
was  amended  by  striking  out  all  that  related 
to  giving  the  assent  of  Oongress  to  that  propo- 
sition <tf  the  Ohio  oonstitntion. 

The  UUf  thus  amended,  became  a  law  on  the 
lldi  of  February,  1801^  onauinng  the  Ifiohi- 
gaa  Territory,  and  estabUwing,  as  its  sonthem 
boundary,  a  Ime  drawn  dne  east  from  the  south- 
ern bend  of  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake  Erie,  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Oongress  of 
tiie  80th  of  April,  1803,  admitting  Ohio  into 
tine  Union.  Conld  there  be  stronger  evidence 
that  tiie  Oongress  of  that  day  did  not  deem  it 
expedient  togiTe  Ohio  what  she  was  then  and 
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BtiU  is  claiming?  And  in  the  further  dorcli^ 
ments  of  the  Advantages  of  the  country,  no  new 
reason  for  granting  her  request  has  presented 
itsel£ 

Again:  Let  ns  see  what  Mr.  Ifomnr^tiie 
first  Representative  in  Oongress  from  OhI<^ 
said  upon  this  subjeoC  I  find  that  he  thoi^t 
the  assent  of  Oongress  was  necessary  to  the 
proportion  oontained  in  the  sixth  section  of 
the  seventh  article  of  the  Oonstitution  of  Oliio. 
Mr,  Morrow  introduced  into  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  seedon  ot  1811-12,  tiie 
following : 

"  Rttolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  confim^g  the  north- 
em  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  designated 
by  the  constitution  of  that  State,  and  of  proridisg  - 
by  law  for  the  actual  survey  of  the  western  booxi- 
dary  line  of  the  said  State*  and  that  they  by 
bill  or  othenrise." 

Here,  sir,  was  a  distinct  proposition  to  Con- 
gress to  establish  tiie  line  oetween  Ohio  and 
SOohigan,  agreeably  to  the  proposition  in  the 
OoDstitntioa  of  Omo.  And  here,  again,  Ohio 
was  mrt  1^  a  dei^  of  her  reonest  A.  law 
passed,  not  oalonlated  to  soit  the  viewa  and 
wishes  of  Mr.  Iforrow,  of  which  I  will  read  a 
seotion.  It  was  pasBsd  on  the  20fii  <tf  ICi^, 
1813: 

"  Be  a  enaeUd  by  the  Beiiate  and  Route  of  Hewn- 
eentativee  of  the  JjmUd  8tate»  of  America  in  Coi^- 
ffree*  ateerMed,  That  the  Surveyor-General,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  reqoired  (as 
soon  as  the  consent  of  the  Indians  can  be  obtained) 
to  cause  to  be  surveyed,  marked,  and  deidgnated,  so 
much  of  the  western  and  northern  boundaries  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  which  have  not  already  been  ascer- 
tained, as  divides  sud  State  from  the  TerritoriM  of 
Indiana  and  Michigan,  agreeably  to  the  boundaries 
established  bv  ihe  act  entitled  'An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  territory 
uorUi-west  of  the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admisritm  of  such 
State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States,  and  for  other  purposes,'  passed  on 
the  80th  of  April,  1802,  and  to  cause  to  be  made  a 
plat  or  plan  of  so  much  of  the  boundary  line  as  runs 
from  the  southerly  extreme  of  Lake  l(ich^;an  to  Lake 
Erie,  partioulariy  noticing  thejpbee  where  die  sidd 
line  interseots  tM  maigln  of  sidalake,  and  to  retun 
the  same,  when  made,  to  Congress." 

.  The  sorvey  of  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohia 
authorized  by  this  law,  was  not  oonqdetea 
until  the  year  1818,  owing  to  the  bidian  war 
that  intervened;  and  when  this  mrfwr  was 
made,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  several  acts 
of  Congress,  of  SOth  April,  1803, 11th  Febra- 
ary,  1806,  and  30th  May,  1813,  providing  for 
organiring  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Miehtgan 
Territory,  the  people  of  that  Territory  Sad 
strong  groanda  to  nope  that  the  quMtitm  of 
boond^  was  finally  settled.  But,  dr,  it  was 
not  suffered  to  rest  here.  Mr.  Brush,  a  Repre- 
sentative in  Oonsress  from  Ohio,  in  February, 
1820,  introdncedthe  following  reaolntion: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


170 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


"JBmoImi^  That  a  committee  be  appoioted  to 
biqidK  into  the  ezpedieiiey  of  proridtDg,  by  lav, 
for  Borrtyiag,  marking,  and  permanently  establish- 
ing the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
bcf^nnisg  at  a  point  north  of  the  moat  northerly 
cape  of  the  Miami  Bay,  running  thence  due  west,  to 
the  interseotiOQ  of  the  west  line  of  aaid  State." 

Ur.  Brash  was  not  content  to  take  what  they 
□ow  aa^  He  wanted  to  nin  a  line  due  west 
from  the  north  cape  of  Miami  Bay  to  the  west 
line  of  the  State. 

This  resolaUoD,  however,  the  House  refused 
to  consider,  although  freqaratlT  urged  upon 
their  attention  by  the  mover,  and  Ur.  Beecner, 
(HW  of  hia  ooUeacaes. 

ib.  Woodbrioge,  th«i  the  delegate  from 
mohigan,  was  more  fortunate.  Seeing  that 
the  House  refused  to  consider  Ur.  Beecher'a 
leiolBtion,  he  submitted  the  following  : 

**Jieaolt)4d,  That  the  line  heretofore  caused  to  be 
•mrreyed,  marked,  and  deagnated,  from  the  aonth- 
em  extreme  of  Iiake  Hichigan  due  east,  in  pursuance 
of  the  proTtfiiona  of  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  au- 
thorise the  President  of  the  United  States  to  asceiv 
tain  and  designate  certoiu  boundaries,'  passed  20th 
Hay,  18ia^  ao  &r  as  the  same  eztenda  doe  east 
from  the  westnn  boundary  uf  the  State  of  Ohio,  be, 
and  remain,  the  established  boundary  between  the 
atSA  State  and  the  Wcblgan  Territory." 

This  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  of  which  Kr.  Anderson, 
of  Kentaoky,  was  chairman ;  and  after  being 
discussed  bdbre  the  committee  by  the  delegate 
from  the  Territory,  and  the  members  from  Ohio, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Anderson 
without  amendment,  and  it  is  believed  would 
have  passed,  but  for  want  of  time  before  the 
close  of  the  Beesi(Ai  of  Congress. 

The  same  subject  has  b^n  frequently  urged 
amm  the  attention  of  Congress  by  Mr.  Beecher, 
MI.  Vinton,  and  now  by  the  honorable  Senator, 
pCr.  EwiHo,)  asking  us  to  do  what  Congress 
has  rrfmed  Ibr  thirty  years.  I  would  ask,  is 
it  Jnst  for  us  to  strike  from  Uidiif^  four  or 
five  hundred  aqnare  miles  of  territory,  over 
which  the  has  ezennsed  JorisdieUon  for  many 
years,  and  thereby  reduce  three  of  her  most 
respectable  counties,  both  as  to  territory  and 
population,  Monroe,  Lenawee,  aijd  Hillsdale; 
tdiereby  lessening  her  prospects  of  being  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  for  years  to  come  ? 

Both  the  Senators  from  Ohio  and  Delaware 
say  that  Ohio  should  own  the  termination  of 
her  canal.  I  trust  I  have  shown  that  she  now 
owns  it  The  canal  never  will  be  extended  be- 
low Maumee.  Does  Ohio  want  the  head  of 
steamboat  and  sloop  navigation  t  She  now  has 
it.  Does  she  claim  the  eztendve  water  powor 
created  by  the  oonstruotion  of  the  Wabadi, 
Ifiuni,  and  Erie  Canals  round  the  ri^da  of  the 
Uvumee  Kvert  She  now  owns  it  And  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  see  what  Ohio  is  contending  for, 
unless  it  be  to  increase  her  power,  that  is  al- 
ready overshadowing  her  sister  States  in  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Ohio  embraces  within 
her  limits  near  forty  thousand  square  miles. 
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That  it  is  cqiable  of  sustaining  an  immense 
population,  is  abundantly  proved  by  her  late 
census. 

The  Michigan  Territory  embraces  hot  about 
81,000  square  miles.  Ten  thousand  of  this  is 
not  habit&bl&  it  being  hemlock  flats.  Michigan 
wiU  always  be  a  third  or  fourth  rate  State  in 
point  of  population,  even  including  all  her  pres- 
ent territory  within  the  peninsula.  Congress 
put  her  in  possession  of  this  country,  and  has 
defended  her  against  Ohio  for  80  years.  I  con- 
tend, therefore,  that  the  Territory  has  a  vested 
rights  by  occupancy,  which  we  Euiould  not  dis- 
turb at  this  late  day.  By  reducing  Michigan 
to  add  to  Ohio,  we  but  make  ihe  weak  weakw, 
and  the  strong  etKmger.  To  what  other  tri- 
bunal ^ould  the  Territory  look  with  such  CMifi- 
dent  hope  of  protection  agiunst  encroachment, 
as  to  the  Senate  of  the  Upited  States  t 

For  ^e  purpose  of  ascertuning  whether  the 
Senate  are  determined  to  settle  this  question 
at  this  time,  I  move  that  the  further  considerar 
taou  of  this  subject  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Lbiqh  argued  at  considerable  len^ 
against  the  postponement,  and  in  favor  of  the  bilL 
contending  that  it  was  a  question  of  political 
expediency,  that  this  matter  should  be  settled  in 
fiivor  of  the  State  of  Oliia 

The  qnestion  was  taken  and  decided  as  fcS- 
Iowb: 

TejU.— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Grundy, 
Hill,  King  of  Alabama,  HeKean,  Swift,  Upton— 9. 

N1.T8. — Messrs.  Bell,  Bibb,  Calhoun,  Chambers, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuynen,  Hendricks, 
Kane,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  If angnm,  Morris, 
Naudaiu,  Foindexter,  Porter,  Prent»,  BobUna, 
Robinson,  Bhepley,  Smith,  Southard,  Bpragu^  Ton^ 
linaon,  Waggaman,  Webster,  WUte— 40. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  Tipton  then  offered  an  amendment 
changing  the  boundary  line  between  Ohio  and 
Hiohigao ;  which  was  negatived. 

The  bill  waa  then  ordered  to  be  ragroiBed,  and 
read  a  third  time. 


Monday,  June  9. 

Petition      8$ih  Pifto,  revoHng  hi*  Siffnaturt 
to  a  Dittreu  MmoriaL 

Mr.  Shxplet  said  he  had  a  distress  memorial, 
signed  by  a  single  individual,  which  he  desired 
should  be  read.  The  memori^  was  signed  by 
Seth  Pitts,  a  soldier  of  the  Bevolution,  who 
stated  that  he  did  not  wish  to  die  until  he  had 
atoned  for  an  error  that  he  was  forced  into, 
without  knowing  what  he  was  about ;  and  re- 
quested tliat  his  name  might  be  erased  from  a 
memorial  sent  to  tiie  Senate.  He  had  signed  a 
petition,  urging  Oongreas  to  have  the  depoaita 
restored,  and  the  bank  rechartered,  when,  in 
truth,  he  was  opposed  to  the  corporati«i, 
thought  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  right, 
in  the  direction  that  his  duty  admonished  him 
to  give  in  removing  the  public  fimds  from  the 
bai^ ;  and  felt  it  to  be  hie  dntj  to  oorreot  aa 
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error,  which  would  relieve  him  from  a  load  of 
Bin,  which  would  be  bnrdouome  to  caxrv  a/atom 
Jordan. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
on  Unance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tctbiut,  June  10. 
Mode  Itland  ContetUd  Election. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Websteb,  the  Committee 
on  finance  wae  discharged  from  the  ftu-ther 
consideration^  of  the  reaolation  of  the  Senate, 
requesting  said  committee  to  inqnire  into  the 
enedieney  of  allowing  to  the  honorable  E. 
E.  Fotter  the  pay  and  mileage  of  a  member 
of  Congress,  while  attending  at  the  seat  of 
QoTemment,  pending  the  contested  election 
of  the  Senator  from  the  State  of  Rhode  IslMid ; 
which  motion  was  agreed  to :  whereupon, 

Mr.  Wright  sobmitted  the  Iblloring  resolu- 
tion: 

Whereas,  the  honorable  Elisha  R.  Potter,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  preeent  sesaioa  of  CongreM, 
did  cause  to  be  Idd  before  the  Senate  a  commisdon 
from  the  Governor  of  the  SUte  of  Bhode  Island, 
duly  authenticated,  and  coostitathig  the  legokr 
pritna/aeie  evidence  to  entitle  him  to  a  seat  in  the 
Senate.  And  vhereas,  the  contest  for  the  seat 
claimed  by  Mr.  Potter  was  not  finally  decided  by  the 
Senate  until  the  27th  day  of  May  now  last  past,  wtien 
tbe  B^d  seat  was  awarded  to  the  honor^Ie  Asher 
Bobbhis, 

Tberefbre,  Setolved,  That  the  said  Elidia  B.  Pot 
ter  is  entitled  to  the  compensation  of  mileage  al> 
lowed  by  law  to  members,  for  hla  travel  from  bis 
place  of  residence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  to 
the  capital,  and  returning;  andalso  to  the^tftem 
allowance  of  a  member  of  Congress,  for  the  time 
he  actnally  attended  at  tlie  city  of  Washington 
dating  tbe  contest  pending  before  the  Senate  in  re- 
lation to  the  seat  cUmed  by  him,  and  occupied  by 
the  honorable  Kr.  Bobbins. 


HosDAT,  June  16. 

Official  Betemu  StatemmU—Seport  o/  the 
Seeretary  tha  Trtaaury  in  onfuff*  U  Mr. 
WeUUi't  eaU—JProtperUif  ttf  tA«  Gmmtry. . 

The  YiOK  Pbbsidsnt  presented  a  commnnica- 
tira  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mittiog  the  amonnt  of  duties  upon  imports, 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1884^  and 
Aimisning  estimates  of  the  probable  receipts 
of  the  remaining  quarters  of  the  year. 

Aiter  the  Secretary  had  commenced  the  read- 
ing of  the  communication, 

Mr.  Webstbb  moved  that  the  further  reading 
be  dispensed  with,  and  the  commtmication  and 
documents  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance, and  printed. 

Kr.  Benton  intimated  that  this  was  an  im- 

Srtant  paper,  and  he  desired  to  hear  it  read. 
«  reading  was  then  proce^ed  in :  when  it 
was  completed — 

Mr.  Bbntoh  said  that  this  repent  was  of  a  na- 
ture to  deserve  scnne  attention,  before  it  left  the 
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chamber  of  the  Senate,  and  went  to  a  com- 
mittee, from  which  it  might  not  return  in  tun* 
for  consideration  at  this  session.   It  had  been 
called  for  under  circumstances  which  attracted 
attrition,  and  disclosed  information  which  de- 
aerred  to  be  known.  It  was  called  tor  earijr 
in  Ma^,  in  the  orina  of  the  alana  opcavtiwu, 
and  wiui  confident  assertions  Uiat  the  answer  to 
the  call  would  prove  tbe  distress  and  tiie  Huffi»> 
ing  of  the  oonntry.  It  was  confidently  asserted 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  over^ 
estimated  the  revenues  of  the  year ;  that  there 
would  be  a  great  falling  off— a  decline — a  bank- 
ruptcy ;  that  confidence  was  destroyed — enter- 
prise checked — industry  paralyzed — commerce 
suspended  1  that  tbe  direfbl  act  of  one  man,  in 
one  dire  order,  had  changed  the  face  of  tbe 
country,  from  a  scene  of  nnpu^eled  prosperity 
to  a  aoene  of  unparalleled  desolation  1  that  the 
canal  was  a  soUtnde,  the  lake  a  desert  waste  of 
waters,  the  ocean  without  shms,  the  commer- 
cial towns  deserted,  ulent,  and  sad ;  orders  iar 
goods  countermanded;  foreign  purchases  stop- 
ped! and  that  the  answer  of  tbe  Se<n:«tanr  would 
prove  all  thi&  In  showing  the  fiilsity  of  his  own 
estimates,  and  the  great  decline  in  the  revenue 
and  importations  of  the  comitry.   Such  were 
the  asswtions  and  predictions  under  which  the 
call  was  made,  and  to  which  the  public  attention 
was  attacted  by  every  device  of  theatrical  dec- 
lamation from  this  floor.    Well,  the  answer 
comes.   The  Secretary  sends  in  his  report,  with 
every  statement  called  for.   It  is  a  report  to 
make  the  patriot's  heart  re^cioa  I  fhll  of  high 
and  gratifying  facts ;  replete  willi  rich  infor- 
mation, and  pregnant  witii  evidences  of  nation- 
al prosperity.  How  is  it  reo^ved— ^ov  re- 
ceived by  those  who  called  for  it  t  With  down- 
cast looks,  and  wordless  tongues  1    A  motion 
is  even  taeAe  to  stop  the  reading  I  to  stop  the 
reading  of  such  a  report  I  called  for  under  such 
circumstances  1  while  whole  days  are  given  up 
to  reading  the  monotonous,  tautologous,  and 
endless  repetitions  of  distress  memorials,  the 
echo  of  our  own  speeches,  and  the  thonsandtb 
edition  of  tbe  same  work,  without  emendation 
or  correction  I  All  these  can  be  read,  and  print- 
ed, too,  and  lauded  with  studied  eulc^um,  and 
their  contents  sent  out  to  the  people,  freighted 
upon  every  wind ;  but  this  official  report  of 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  the  state  of 
their  own  revenues,  and  of  their  own  commerce, 
called  for  by  an  order  of  the  Senate,  is  to  be 
treated  like  an  unwelcome  and  worthless  in- 
truder; received  without  a  word — ^not  even 
read — slipped  out  upon  a  motion— disposed  of 
as  the  Abb6  Sieyes  votod  for  the  death  of  Louis 
the  Sixteenth,  mort  sons  phraae  I  death,  with- 
out talk  t   But  he,  Mr.  B.,  ^d  not  mean  to  suf- 
fer this  report  to  be  despatched  in  this  uncere- 
monious and  compendious  style.   It  had  been 
called  for  to  be  given  to  the  people,  and  the 
people  should  hear  of  it  It  was  not  what  was 
eneoted,  but  it  is  what  is  true,  nod  what  will 
n{foice  the  heart  of  evt^  patriot  in  America. 
A  pit  was  dog  linr Mr.  Tanej ;  the  diggent^ 
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the  pit  have  &tlen  into  it ;  the  fault  is  not  his ; 
and  the  sooner  thef  clamber  out,  the  better 
for  themselves.  The  people  have  a  right  to 
know  the  contents  of  Hob  report,  and  know 
them  they  shall ;  and  if  there  is  any  num  In  this 
Amwica  whose  heart  is  so  cons^oted  as  to 
ciieTe  over  the  pron>erit7  of  his  comitry,  let 
him  prepare  himself  for  sorrow ;  for  the  proof 
is  forthcoming,  ^t  never,  since  our  America 
had  a  place  among  naticHis,  was  the  prosperity 
ot  the  eomitry  equl  to  what  it  is  at  this  day  I 

Hr.  B.  then  requested  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  send  him  the  report,  aud  ccHnparative 
statement;  which  being  done,  Mr.  B.  opened 
the  report,  and  went  over  the  heads  of  it  to 
diow  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
not  over-estimated  the  revenue  of  the  year ; 
that  the  revenae  was,  in  fact,  superior  to  the 
estimate ;  and  that  the  Importations  would 
equal,  if  not  uoeed,  Idlest  amount  that 
mey  had  ever  att^ed. 

To  appreciate  the  statements  which  he  should 
make,  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  necessary  for  the  Sen- 
ate to  recollect  that  tiie  list  of  dutiable  articles 
was  now  greatly  reduced.  Uany  articles  were 
now  free  of  dn^,  which  fimuerly  paid  heavy 
duties;  many  others  were  reduced  in  duty ;  and 
the  fur  effect  of  these  abolitions  and  reductions 
would  be  a  dinunution  of  revenue  even  without 
a  diminution  of  imports;  yet  the  Secretary's 
estimate,  made  at  the  commencement  of  ute 
session,  was  more  than  realized,  and  showed  the 
grati^ing  spectacle  of  a  fall  and  overflowing 
treasury,  instead  of  the  empjy^  one  which  had 
been  predicted;  and  1^  to  Oongress  tiie  grate- 
fid  occupation  m  ftirther  reducing  taxes,  instead 
of  tlM  odlons  task  of  borrowing  money,  as  had 
been  so  kindly  anticipated  tor  six  months  past. 
The  revenue  aoondng  from  imports  in  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  year,  was  6,844^640  dol- 
lars; the  payments  actually  made  into  the  treas- 
nry  from  the  custom-houses  for  the  same  quar- 
ter, were  4,486,886  dollars  \  and  the  payments 
from  lands  for  the  same  time,  were  1,898,206 
dollars.   The  two  first  months  of  the  second 

2 narter  were  producing  in  a  fall  ratio  to  the 
rst  quarter;  and  the  actual  amount  of  av^ble 
ftmdf  in  the  treasury  on  the  9th  day  of  this 
monm,  was  eleven  millions  two  hundred  and 
for^-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  twelve 
dc^lars.  ne  two  last  qaartera  of  the  year  were 
alwi^smost  prodnotive.  It  was  the  time  of 
tiie  lai|;est  importations  of  foreign  goods  wMch 
pay  most  duty— the  wooUens — and  the  season, 
also,  for  the  largest  sale  of  pnblio  lands.  It  is 
WW  believed  u^at  the  estimate  will  be  more 
largely  exceeded  In  those  two  quarters  than  in 
the  two  first ;  and  that  the  excess  for  the  whole 

Sear,  over  the  estimate,  will  be  ftiU  two  mil- 
ons  of  dollars.  This,  Hr.  B.  said,  was  one  of 
the  evidences  of  pnblio  prosperity  which  the 
report  contained,  and  which  utterly  contradicted 
the  idea  of  distress  and  commwcial  embarrass- 
ment which  had  been  propagated,  fhnu  tiiia 
ohamber,  for  the  last  six  monuu, 
ICr.  B.  proceeded  to  the  next  evidence  of 
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commercial  prosperity ;  it  was  the  increased 
importations  of  foreign  goods.  These  imports, 
judging  from  the  five  first  months,  wootd,  be 
seven  millions  more  tfau  thq^  were  two  yoara 
ago,  when  the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States  had 
seventy  mUtiona  loaned  out;  and  they  were 
twenty  mUUons  more  than  in  the  time  of  Ur. 
Adams's  administration.  At  the  rate  they  had 
commenced,  they  would  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  ten  millions  for  the  year.  This  will  exceed 
whatever  was  known  In  om-  country.  The  im- 
ports, for  the  time  that  Preddent  Jackson  baa 
servM,  have  regularly  advanced  firom  about  74,- 
000,000  to  108,000,000.  The  following  is  the  state- 
ment of  these  imports,  from  which  Mr.  B.  read : 
1829  -  .  .  -  $74,492,627 
1880  -  -  -  -  70,876,920 
1831    -  108,191,184 

1882  -  101,089,266 

1883  .      .      -      .  108,116,811 
Ht.  B.  said  that  the  imports  oi  tiie  last  rear 

were  greater  in  proporti(m  than  in  any  prerions 
year;  a  temporary  decline  might  reasonably 
have  been  expected ;  such  declines  alwi^  tt^ 
place  after  excessive  imp<n1ation8.  If  it  had 
occurred  now,  though  nat^irally  to  have  been 
expected,  the  met  would  have  been  tnmipetod 
forth  as  the  infallible  sign — ^the  proof  pos- 
itive— of  commercial  distress,  occasioned  by 
the  fatal  removal  of  the  deposits.  But,  as  there 
was  no  decline,  but,  on  the  contrary,  an  actual 
increase,  he  must  claim  the  evidence  for  the 
other  side  of  the  acoonnt,  and  set  it  down  as 
the  proof  positive  that  commerce  is  not  de- 
stroyed ;  and,  oonsequently,  that  the  removal 
of  the  depoiitB  did  not  deBfaroj  commerce. 

The  next  erideaoe  of  oommerdal  prosperity 
which  Mr.  B.  would  exhibit  to  the  Senate,  was 
in  the  increased,  and  inorearing,  number  cf  ship 
arrivals  from  foreign  ports.  The  numbers  of 
arrivals  for  the  month  of  Hay,  in  Kew  York, 
was  228,  exceeding  by  80  those  of  the  month 
of  April,  and  showing  not  only  a  great,  but  an 
increasing  activity  in  the  commerce  of  that 
great  emporium — ^he  would  not  sf^  of  the 
United  States,  or  even  of  North  America— but 
he  would  call  it  that  great  emporium  of  the  two 
Americas,  and  of  the  Kew  World;  for  the 
goods  imported  to  that  place,  were  thence  dis- 
tributed to  every  part  i^the  two  Americas,  from 
the  Canadian  l^es  to  Oape  Horn. 

A  tidrd  evldenoe  of  national  prosperity  was 
in  the  sales  of  the  pnhUo  landa,  Hr.  B.  had, 
on  a  former  occasion,  adverted  to  tiiese  BaleS| 
so  &r  as  the  first  quarter  was  oraicemed ;  and 
had  shown,  that  instead  of  fitUing  of^  as  bad 
been  predicted  on  this  floor,  the  revenue  from 
the  sues  of  these  lands  had  actually  doubled, 
and  more  than  doubled,  what  they  were  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1888.  The  receipts  for  lands^ 
for  that  quarter,  were  $666,626 ;  for  the  first 
quarter  of  the  present  year  they  were  $1,398,- 
206;  being  two  to  one,  and  $60,000  overt 
The  receipts  for  the  two  first  months  of 
the  second  quarter,  were  also  known,  and 
would  oarry  the  rereune  from  lands,  for  the 
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first  five  months  of  this  yMT,  to  two  millions 
ot  doll&rs ;  bdicating  five  millions  for  the  whole 
year;  an  enormons  amoont,  from  which  the 
people  of  the  new  States  oo^ht  to  be,  in  some 
degree,  relieved,  hj  a  redaction  in  the  price  of 
landB.  Hr.  B.  \>^g^d,  in  the  moat  emphatic 
terms,  to  remind  toe  Senate,  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  the  sales  of  the  publio 
lands  were  selected  as  one  of  the  criterions 
by  which  the  min  and  desolation  of  the  conntrj 
were  to  be  judged.  It  was  thenpredicted,  aM 
the  iffe^ction  pat  forth  with  aQ  the  boldness 
of  infialllble  pn^heoy,  that  the  removal  of  the 
d^MMits  woidd  stop  the  sales  of  the  pablic 
laoda;  that  money  would  dis^n)ear,  and  the 
people  have  nothing  to  buy  mth;  that  Ute 
prodnce  of  the  earth  wonld  rot  npon  the  hands 
ofthefannoT.  These  were  the  prediotions ;  and 
if  the  sales  had  really  declined,  what  a  proof 
wontd  immediately  be  fonnd  In  the  fact  to  prove 
the  Ixnth  of  the  prophecy,  and  the  dire  ^ects 
of  ohan^ng  the  pablic  moneys  from  one  set  of 
banking-hoases  to  another  1  Bnt  there  ia  no 
decline ;  bnt  a  donbUng  of  the  former  product ; 
and  a  fair  condosion  thence  deduced  that  the 
new  States,  in  the  interior,  are  as  prosperous 
as  the  old  ones,  on  the  aeaooast 

Having  proved  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
oonntry,  from  these  in&Ilible  datar— flourishing 
revenue — flourishing  commerce — increased  ar- 
rivals of  ships — and  increased  sales  of  public 
lands, — ^Mr.  B.  sud  that  he  was  far  from  denying 
that  actual  distress  had  existed.  He  had 
admitted  the  fact  of  that  distress  heretofore, 
not  to  the  extent  to  which  it  was  charged,  but 
to  a  Bofficient  extent  to  excite  sympathy  for  the 
BUffeirera;  and  he  had  distincUy  charged  the 
whole  distress  that  did  exist  to  the  BauS:  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States— to  the  screw-and-preasure  operations 
of  the  bank,  and  the  alarm  speeches  in  the 
Senate.  He  bad  made  this  chuve ;  and  made 
It  under  a  fbU  aeuse  of  the  moral  ro^ondlnlHy 
which  he  owed  to  the  people,  in  amming  any 
thing  from  this  devated  theatre.  He  had, 
theref(n«,  given  hia  proob  to  accompany  the 
charge ;  and  he  had  now  to  say  to  the  Srante, 
and  through  the  Senate,  to  the  people,  that  he 
found  new  proofs  for  that  charge  in  the  detailed 
statements  of  the  accruing  revenue,  which  had 
been  called  for  by  the  Senate,  and  ftimished  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Hr.  B.  sud  be 
must  be  pardoned  for  repeating  his  request  to 
the  Sen^  to  recolleet  how  often  they  had 
been  told  that  trade  was  paralyzed ;  that  orders 
for  foreign  goods  were  countermanded;  that 
the  impCHTtiiig  dtiea  were  the  ^otnrds  of  desdfr- 
Hon;  Bhips  idle ;  thetr  wharves  deserted; 
their  mariners  wandering  vp  and  down.  Now, 
said  ICr.  B.,  in  looldng  over  the  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  aoomine  revenue,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  no  decnne  of  commerce,  except 
at  plaoes  where  the  policy  and  power  of  the 
Umted  States  Bank  was  predominant  1  "Where 
that  power  or  policy  was  predominant,  revenue 
deoUned;  There  It  was  not  predomlDant^w  the 
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St]xcf  of  the  bank  not  exerted,  the  revenne 
creased,  and  increased  fast  enough  to  make 
up  the  deiSciency  at  the  other  places.  Kr.  B. 
proceeded  to  verify  this  statement  by  a  refer- 
ence to  specified  places.  Thus,  at  Philadelphia, 
where  the  bank  nolds  its  seat  of  empire,  the 
revenne  fell  off  about  one-third ;  it  was  797,816 
dollars  for  the  first  quarter  of  1888,  and  only 
642,496  for  the  first  Quarter  of  1834.  At  New 
York,  where  the  bau  has  not  been  able  to  get 
the  upper  hand,  there  was  an  increase  of  more 
than  130,000  dollars ;  the  revenue  there  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1888,  was  8,122,166;  finr  the 
first  of  1884  it  was  8.349,786  dollars.  At 
Boetrai,  where  Hia  hank  is  a^in  predominant^ 
the  revenue  fell  off  about  one-thira ;  at  Salem, 
Haas.,  it  fell  off  four-fifths.  At  Baltimore, 
where  the  bank  has  been  defeated,  there  was  an 
increase  in  the>  revenue  of  more  than  70,000 
dollars.  At  Bichmond,  the  revenue  was  donUed 
from  13,084  dollars  to  25,810  dollars.  At 
Charleston,  it  was  increased  from  69,508  dollars 
to  103,810  dollars.  At  Fetsrsbuig,  it  was 
slightly  increased,  and  throughout  aU  the  region 
south  of  the  Potomac  there  was  either  an  in- 
crease or  the  dight  falling  off  which  might 
result  from  ii™<tii«h^  duties  without  dimiii- 
iahed  importatitMos.  Mr.  B.  s^  he  knew  that 
bank  power  was  predominant  in  some  of  the 
cities  to  the  South ;  but  he  knew  also  that  the 
bank  policy  of  distress  and  oppreesion  had  not 
been  practised  there.  That  was  not  the  tegion 
to  be  governed  by  the  scourge.  The  high 
mettle  of  that  r«^on  required  a  different  policy : 
gentleness,  conciliation,  coudng  I  If  the  South 
was  to  be  gained  over  by  uie  bank,  it  was 
to  be  done  by  favor,  not  by  fear.  The  scoorm, 
though  so  much  the  nu»t  congenial  to  the 
haughty  spirit  of  the  moneyed  power,  was  only 
to  he  applied  where  it  would  be  submitted 
to;  and,  therefore,  the  wh(de  region  sonth  oi 
the  Potomac,  was  exempted  from  the  lash. 
ICr.  a  paused  to  fix  the  attentioa  of  the  Senate 
npon  these  fiwta.  Where  the  power  of  the  bank 
raabled  her  to  depress  commerce  and  nnk  th? 
revenue,  and  her  policy  permitted  her  to  do  it, 
commerce  was  depreraed,  and  the  revenne  was 
sank,  and  the  prophecies  of  the  distress  orators 
were  folfillfid ;  but  where  her  power  did  not 
predominate,  or  her  poli<7  required  a  different 
course,  commerce  increased,  and  the  revenue 
increased ;  and  the  resnlt  of  the  whole  is,  that 
New  York  and  some  other  anti-bank  cities, 
have  guned  what  Philadelphia  and  other  bank 
cities  have  lost;  and  the  federal  Treasury  is 
jnst  as  w^  off,  as  if  it  had  got  its  aooastMnsd 
■np^  from  even' plao& 

TbiM  view  <tf  fiM!^  lb.  B.  said,  must  ftsten 
npon  the  bank  the  odinm  of  having  produced 
aS  the  real  commerdal  ^stress  which  has  been 
felt.  But  at  one  point,  at  New  Orleans,  there 
was  further  evidence  to  convict  her  of  wanton 
and  wicked  oppression.  It  was  not  in  the  Secre- 
tary's reports,  bnt  it  was  in  the  weekly  retains 
of  the  hook;  and  showed  that  in  the  b^miing 
of  Ibroh,  that  instttntloa  had  eanied  off  from 
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her  braoafa  in  New  Orleans,  the  Bom  of  about 
800,000  dollars  in  specie,  which  it  had  been  col- 
lecting ail  the  winter  by  a  wanton  curt^lment, 
under  the  pretext  of  8npplyin£f  the  amoont  of 
the  deposits  taken  from  tier  at  that  place. 
These  800,000  dollars  were  ooUeoted  from  the 
"Sew  Orleans  merchants  in  the  very  (aisis  of 
the  arrival  at  western  produce.  The  merchants 
were  pressed  to  pay  debts,  when  they  ought  to 
have  been  accommodated  with  loans.  The 
price  of  produce  was  thereby  depressed ;  the 
whole  West  suffered  from  the  depression ;  and 
now  it  is  proved  that  the  money  was  not  wanted 
to  supply  the  place  of  the  deposits,  bat  was 
sent  to  Philadelphia,  where  there  was  no  use 
for  it,  the  bank  having  more  there  than  she  can 
use ;  and  that  the  whole  operation  was  a  wan- 
ton and  wicked  measure  to  coerce  the  West  to 
cry  ont  for  a  return  of  the  deposits,  and  a  le- 
newal  of  the  diarter,  by  attacking  their  com- 
merce in  the  market  oi  New  Orleans.  This 
fiwt,  sdd  lir.  B.,  woold  have  been  proved  from 
the  books  of  the  bank,  if  they  had  been  in- 
apected.  Fuling  in  that,  the  proof  was  intel- 
l^^tbly  found  in  the  weekly  returns. 

Mr.  B.  had  a  further  view  to  give  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  and  further  evidence  to 
show  that  all  the  distress  really  suffered  was 
llsotitioos  and  unnatural.  It  was  in  the  great 
increase  of  money  in  the  United  States  during 
the  last  year  and  a  half.  He  spoke  of  money ; 
not  paper  promises  to  pay  money,  but  the  thing 
ite^i— real  gold  and  silver — and  affirmed  that 
there  was  a  clear  gain  of  from  eighteen  to 
twoity  milUtms  of  specie  within  the  time  that 
ke  had  mentifmed.  Be  then  took  np  the  oos- 
tom-hoQse  retoras  to  verify  this  important 
statement,  and  to  let  the  people  see  that  the 
eountry  was  never  so  well  off  for  money  as  at 
the  veiy  time  that  it  was  proclaimed  to  be  in 
the  lowest  state  of  poverty  and  misery.  He 
first  showed  the  imports  and  exports  of  spede 
and  bullion  for  the  year  ending  the  80th  of 
September,  1888.   It  was  as  follows : 

Tior  MuKfv  September  80,  1888. 

Importa.  >  Exports. 
floldbnUioa,  |48,2&7  '  tiafllS 

airer  do.  897,840 
Gold  c<»n,  0«8,5S5  496,890 

BilTer  do.  «,lftO,67a  1,723,196 

17,070,888  $8,244,881 

Mr.  B.  having  read  over  this  statement,  re- 
marked upon  it,  that  it  presented  a  clear  bal- 
ance of  near  five  millions  of  specie  in  favor  of 
tiie  United  States  on  the  first  day  of  October 
last,  without  counting  at  least  another  million 
which  was  brought  by  passengers,  and  not  put 
upon  the  costom-honse  books.  It  might  be  as- 
sumed, he  Bud,  that  there  was  a  clear  accession 
of  rix  millions  of  epecae  to  the  money  of  the 
United  States  on  the  morning  of  that  very  day 
which  had  been  pitched  upon  by  all  the  distr^ 
orators  in  the  oonntry  to  iabi  the  rain  and 
deaolation  of  the  ooontr  j. 


Mr.  B.  then  showed  a  statement  of  the  im- 
ports and  expOTts  of  specie  and  bullion,  from 
the  first  of  October  1833,  to  the  lltii  of  Jnne^ 
instant.   It  was  as  follows : 

J/Wm  October  lit  to  June  11th. 

Imports.  Exports. 
Gold  bnlHoB,  |80t,49l  $11,177 

surer   do.  268.617  1.876 

Goldcohi,  410.907  87,670 

Slver  do.  10,166,909  898,688 


$11,128,924 


$998,761 


Mr.  B.  remarked,  upon  this  statement,  that 
it  presented  a  dear  gun  of  more  than  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  He  was  of  opinion  that  two 
millions  ought  to  be  added  for  sums  not  en- 
tered at  the  custom-house,  which  would  make 
twelve  millions ;  and  added  to  the  six  millions 

1888,  vonld  (^ve  eighteen  millions  of  ^ec&e 
of  clear  gain  to  the  country  in  the  last  twMU^ 
months.  This,  he  said,  was  prosperity,  a 
was  wealth  itself ;  and  beeodee,  it  snowed  that 
the  country  was  not  in  debt  for  its  large  im- 
portations, and  that  a  larger  proportion  of  for^ 
eign  imports  now  conwsted  of  specie  than  was 
ever  known  before.  Mr.  B.  particularized  the 
imports  and  exports  of  gold ;  how  the  fonner 
had  increased,  and  the  latter  diminii^ed,  during 
the  last  few  months ;  and  sud  that  a  great 
amount  of  gold,  both  foreign  and  domestic, 
was  now  waiting  in  the  country  to  see  if  Con- 
gress would  raise  gold  to  its  Mr  value.  If  so 
rused,  this  gold  would  remain,  and  enter  into 
drculation ;  if  nof^  it  would  immediately  go  off 
to  foreign  oountries,  for  gold  was  not  a  tungto 
stay  where  it  was  nndervalned.  He  also  spoke 
of  nlver,  and  said  that  it  had  arrived  wiuiout 
law,  bnt  could  not  remain  without  law.  Unless 
Congress  passed  an  act  to  make  it  corrent^  and 
that  at  fuU  value  as  money,  and  not  at  the  mint 
value,  as  bnlUon,  it  would  go  off. 

Mr.  B.  recapitulated  the  evidences  of  national 
prosperity — increased  imports — revenue  from 
customs  exceeding  the  estimate — increased  reve* 
nue  from  public  lands — ^increased  amounts  ai 
specie — above  eleven  millions  of  available  funds 
now  in  the  treasury — domestic  and  foreign  com- 
merce active — the  price  of  prodnoe  and  prop- 
erty fair  and  good — Iiibor  evwywhoe  finding 
employment  and  reward — more  money  in  the 
country  thin  ever  was  in  it  at  any  one  tinw 
before — the  numerous  advertisements  for  the 
purchase  of  slaves,  in  the  papers  of  this  inty,  for 
the  Southern  market,  which  indiwted  the  hi^ 
price  of  Southern  products — and  affirmed  his 
conscientious  belief^  that  the  country  was  more 
prosperous  at  this  time  than  at  any  period  of 
Its  existence ;  and  inveighed  in  terms  of  strong 
indignation  against  tiiQ  uts  and  artifices  which, 
for  the  last  six  months,  had  disturbed  and  a^ 
tated  the  country,  and  done  serious  mischief  to 
many  individuals.  He  r^retted  the  miscarriage 
of  the  attempt  to  examine  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  wluon  he  b^eved  woold  have  completed 
tiM  proof  agtinrt  that  butitntloa  toe  ita  dum 
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in  getting  up  an  nnnatnral  and  CuctitionB  scene 
d  aiBtren,  fn  the  midst  of  real  prosperitj.  Bnt 
he  did  not  limit  his  InvectiTe  to  the  bank,  bnt 
came  direotiy  to  the  Senate,  and  charged  a  ftall 
ahare  npon  Ute  theatrical  distress  speeches,  de- 
livered npoD  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  in  imita- 
tion of  Volney's  soliloquy  over  the  roioB  of 
Palmyra.  He  repeated  some  passages  from  tiie 
most  affecting  of  these  lamentations  over  the 
desolation  of  the  conntry,  mch  as  the  Senate 
had  been  accustomed  to  hear  abont  the  time 
of  the  New  York  and  Virginia  elections.  "  The 
oanal  a  solitude  I  The  lake  a  desert  waste  of 
waters  I  That  pmnloaa  dtv  lately  resonndlng 
with  the  hnm  of  bnqy  mnltitadM,  now  silent 
and  sad  I  A  whole  n^on,  in  the  midst  of  un- 
paralleled prosperity,  and  Arcadian  felicity,  sud- 
denly struck  into  {wverty,  and  plunged  into 
mintterable  woe,  by  the  direftil  act  of  one 
man  I  "  Sooh,  said  Mr.  B.,  were  the  lamenta- 
ttons  over  the  ruins,  not  of  the  Tadmor  in  the 
desert,  but  of  this  America,  whose  true  condi- 
tion yon  have  just  seen  exhibited  in  the  ftiitfa- 
ftd  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hot  even  the  '*  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision  "  was 
ever  more  destitute  of  foundation,  than  those 
lamentaUe  ammnnts  of  deBolati<ni.  The  lamen- 
tation has  ceased;  the  panic  has  gone  off; 
wonld  to  God  he  could  follow  out  the  noble  line 
of  the  poet,  and  say,  "leaving  not  a  wreck 
b^ind."  But  he  ooold  not  say  that  There 
were  wreokst  wrecks  of  merchants  in  every 
dty  in  which  the  bank  tried  its  cruel  policy, 
and  wrecks  of  hanks  in  this  District,  where  the 
jMnio  speeches  fell  thickest  and  loudest  npon  the 
ears  of  an  astonished  and  terrified  community  1 

But,  continued  Mr.  B.,  the  game  is  up ;  the 
alarm  is  over ;  the  people  are  tired  of  it ;  the 
uitators  have  ceased  to  work  the  engine  of 
auhu.  A  monUi  ago  he  had  said  it  was  "  the 
last  <k  pea-time  "  with  these  distress  memorials ; 
he  would  now  use  a  bolder  figure,  and  say, 
that  the  Secnretair's  report,  Just  read,  had  ex- 
pdled  forever  the  {^ost  of  alarm  from  the 
ehamber  of  the  Soiate.  All  ^osta,  said  Mt. 
B.,  are  afraid  of  the  light  The  crowing  of  the 
cook— the  break  of  day— -remits  them  all,  the 
whole  shadowy  tri1>e,  to  their  dark  and  dreary 
ftbodes.  How  then  can  this  poor  ghost  of  alarm, 
which  has  done  such  hard  service  fbr  six 
months  past,  how  can  it  stand  the  faH  light, 
the  broad  glare,  the  dear  sunshine  of  the  Sec- 
retary's report?  "Alas,  poor  ghost  I  "  The 
shade  of  the  *'  noble  Dane "  never  qnits  the 
stage  under  a  more  inexorable  law  than  the  one 
which  now  drives  thee  awayl  This  report, 
replete  with  plain  facta  and  lominous  truths, 
puts  to  flight  the  f^tparititm  of  distress,  breaks 
down  the  whole  maoninery  of  alarm,  and  proves 
tiiat  the  Amolcan  people  are.  at  this  day,  the 
most  prosperous  people  on  which  the  beneficent 
ran  of  heaven  did  ever  shine  I 

Mr.  B.  oongratolated  himself  that  the  speotre 
of  distress  could  never  he  made  to  cross  tiie 
Uisnsnppi.  It  made  but  alow  progress  any- 
where in  the  Great  Vdlegr,  hot  was  balked  at 


the  Sine  of  Floods.  A  letter  fttm  St  Louis 
informed  him  that  an  attonpt  had  just  bera 
made  to  get  up  a  distress  meeting  in  the  town 
of  St  Loms,  but  without  effect.  The  ofBoers 
-were  obtained,  and  according  to  the  approved 
rule  of  such  meetings,  they  were  converts  from 
Jacksonism ;  bnt  there  the  distress  proceedings 
stopped,  and  took  another  turn.  The  &roe 
oonld  not  be  played  in  that  town.  The  actors 
would  not  mount  the  stage, 

Mr.  B.  spoke  of  the  circulation  of  tite  Bank 
of  the  TJmted  States,  and  said  that  Its  notes 
might  be  withdrawn  without  being  felt  or 
known  hy  the  commnnitj.  It  contributed  bnt 
ftrar  millions  and  a  quarter  to  the  tnroulation  at 
this  lune.  He  verified  this  statement  by  show- 
ing that  the  bank  had  twelve  millions  and  a 
quarter  of  specie  in  its  vaults,  and  bnt  sixteen 
millions  and  a  half  of  m)te8  in  dronlaticm.  The 
difference  was  four  millions  and  a  quarter ;  and 
that  was  the  precise  amount  which  that  gigan- 
tic institution  now  contribnted  to  the  circula- 
tion of  the  conntry  I  Only  foar  millions  and  a 
quarter.  If  the  gold  bill  passed,  and  raised 
gold  sixteen  to  one,  there  would  be  more  than 
that  amount  of  gold  in  circulation  in  three 
m<mths.  The  foreign  coin  bill,  and  the  gold 
bin,  would  give  the  country  many  dollars  In 
specie,  without  interest,  for  each  paper  dollar 
which  the  bank  issues,  and  for  which  tiie 
country  pays  so  dearly.  The  dissolution  ot 
the  bank  would  turn  ont  twelve  millions  and  a 
quarter  of  specie,  to  drcnlato  among  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  the  sooner  that  is  done  the  better  it 
will  be  for  the  coantry. 

The  bank  is  now  a  nuisance,  said  Mr.  B. 
'With  upwards  of  twelve  millions  in  spe<ne  and 
less  than  seventeen  millions  in  circulation,  and 
only  fifty-two  millions  of  loans,  it  pretends  that 
it  cannot  lend  a  dollar,  not  even  to  bnBinem 
men,  to  be  retorned  in  sixty  days ;  when,  two 
years  ago,  with  only  six  miUiona  of  spede  and 
twenty-two  millions  at  dmnlation,  It  ran  up 
its  loans  to  seventy  ndllions.  The  {nesideiit 
of  the  hank  tlien  swore  that  all  above  mil* 
lions  of  specie  was  a  surplus  I  How  is  it  now 
with  near  double  as  much  specie,  and  five  mil- 
lions less  of  notes  out,  and  twelve  millions  less 
of  debt  f  The  bank  needs  less  specie  than  any 
other  banking  institntion,  because  its  notes  are 
receivable,  by  law,  in  all  federal  payments; 
and  from  that  circumstance  alond  would  be 
current,  at  par,  although  tbe  bank  itself  might 
be  wholly  unable  to  redeem  them.  Such  a 
bank  is  a  nuisance.  It  is  the  dog  in  the  manger. 
It  might  lend  money  to  business  men,  at  short 
dates,  to  the  last  daj  of  its  ezistonce ;  yet  the 
signs  are  for  a  new  pretsore ;  a  new  game  ot 
distress  for  the  fall  elections  in  Pennqrlvania, 
Kew  York,  and  Ohio.  If  that  game  should  b« 
attempted,  Mr.  B.  stud,  it  would  have  to  be 
done  without  excuse,  for  the  bonk  was  full  ot 
money ;  without  pretext,  for  the  depodt  ftnw 
is  over ;  without  the  lud  of  panic  speedMB, 
for  the  Senate  will  not  he  tn  session.  ■ 

Ur.  B.  add,  that  among  the  strange  eveDti 
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wbieh  took  plaoe  in  this  world,  notbiog  could 
be  more  straage  than  to  find,  in  our  own  coun- 
try, and  in  the  19th  century,  any  practical  illos- 
traUon  of  the  ancient  doctrine  of  the  metemp- 
^chosis.  Stranger  still,  if  that  doctrine  shoold 
be  so  fu*  improved,  as  to  take  effect  in  Bonlless 
bodies ;  for,  accordiog  to  the  foonders  of  the 
doctrine,  tlie  sonl  alone  oonld  transmigrate. 
How,  corporations  had  no  souls;  tiiat  was 
law,  laid,  down  by  all  the  books ;  and  of  alt 
oorporatioQs,  moneyed  ones,  especially,  and 
above  all,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was 
most  soollesfl.  Tet,  the  ramor  was,  that  thu 
bank  intended  to  attempt  the  openration  of 
effecting  a  transfer  of  her  sonl ;  and  ^ter  sub- 
mitttog  to  death  in  her  present  form,  to  rise  np 
in  a  new  one.  Kr.  B.  said  he,  for  one,  ahoold 
be  ready  for  the  old  dnner,  come  in  the  body 
of  what  beast  it  might.  No  form  shoold  de- 
cave  him,  not  even  if  it  condescended,  in  its 
new  sh^p^  to  issue  from  Wall  Street^  instead  (tf 
OhestmttI 

A  word  more,  and  Ifr.  B.  was  done.  It  was 
a  word  to  those  gentlonen  whose  dedarations, 
msnj  ten  tbonsand  times  issued  from  this  floor, 
had  dekded  a  hundred  thousand  people  to  send 
memorials  here,  certifying  what  t^ose  gen- 
tlemen so  incontinently  repeated,  that  the  re- 
moval of  the  deports  had  made  the  distress, 
and  nothing  but  the  restoration  d  the  deposits, 
or  the  renewal  of  the  charts',  could  remove 
the  distress  I  Weill  the  deposits  are  not 
restored^  and  the  charter  is  not  rraewed ;  and 
yet  the  distress  is  gone  I  What  is  the  infer- 
ence 1  Why  that  gentlemen  are  oonviotedj^d 
oondemned,  upon  their  own  argoment  I  They 
leave  flila  <uumber  to  go  home,  self-oonvioted 
iQKm  the  vny  test  whicb  they  themselves 
have  eetaUished ;  and  after  having  declared,  for 
six  months  npon  Has  floor,  that  the  removal 
(tf  the  deporats  made  the  distress,  and  nothing 
but  their  restoration,  or  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter,  ooold  relieve  it,  and  that  they  would 
dt  here  until  the  dog-days,  and  the  winter  sol- 
stice, to  effect  this  restoration  or  renewal ;  they 
now  ^  home  in  good  time  for  barveBt,  without 
effecting  the  restoration  or  the  renewal ;  and 
find  everywhere,  as  they  go,  the  evidences  of 
^e  highest  prosperity  which  ever  blessed  the 
land.  Tesl  repeated  and  ezolumed  Mr.  B. 
vitli  great  emphad^  the  deports  are  not  re- 
fltoref-4fae  charter  is  not  renewed— the  ^stress 
18  gone—and  Hm  ^stress  speeches  have  ceased  t 
No  more  lamentation  over  the  desolation  of 
tiie  land  now ;  and  a  gentleman  who  should 
undertake  to  entertun  the  Senate  agun  in  that 
way,  in  the  face  of  the  present  national  pros- 
peri^ — in  the  face  of  the  present  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  would  be  stared 
at,  aa  the  Trojans  were  accustomed  to  stare  at 
the  frantic  exhibitions  of  Priam's  distracted 
daughter,  while  vatidnating  the  downiail  of  Troy 
in  the  midst  of  the  heroic  exploits  of  Hector. 

Mr.  Wkbsteb  here  made  some  remarks. 

2Ir.  Ohamdkbs  sud,  that  when  lessons  were 
administered  on  this  floor  avowedly  for  the 
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edification  of  the  American  people,  it  might 
not  be  amiss  to  qualify  general  remarks  by 
proper  limitations  and  restrictions  to  conform 
to  tiie  actual  condition  of  the  subpect.  Kow, 
sir,  if  any  portion  of  the  American  peoj^ 
shall  be  led  to  suppose  that  any  thing  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  now  read  is  ealenlated 
to  show  the  ino£fenuve  oharaoter  of  the  late 
Ezeontive  measures,  he  would  say  they  would 
be  led  to  a  ouudnsioB  ntterly  fallacions. 

I  am  one  of  those,  Mr.  President,  by  whom 
predictions  have  been  made,  as  well  in  reheard 
to  the  ndnoos  consequences  of  the  Executive 
oonduot  as  to  its  proluble  effect  on  the  revenne. 
I  had  the  honor  to  be  among  the  firsts  perhaps 
the  first,  on  this  floor,  to  venture  the  result  ci 
a  feeble  Judgment  as  to  the  probable  cons»- 
qaenoes  upon  the  importations  and  the  revenne^ 
Nothing  in  this  report  lessens,  in  the  slightest 
d^ree,  my  confidence  in  the  opinions  hereto- 
fore advanced.  How  should  it?  The  report 
inf<»uu  OS  of  the  amount  of  farnxMrtationa,  and 
the  aooroiag  revenue,  for  the  nnt  quarter  (tf 
the  present  year.  I  so  understand  It,  ftwn  hear- 
ing a  part  of  it  read  at  your  table :  no  other 
means  have  been  afitwded  me  to  asoert^n  iti 
oonteutB,  much  less  to  prepare  full  notes  for  a 
imeech  upon  the  report,  as  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  (Mr.  Bxhton)  seems  to  have  done. 
Well,  sir,  does  any  thing  in  the  character  or 
amount  of  importations  in  the  first  three 
months  of  this  year  prove  any  fsct  in  r^ard 
either  to  the  effect  of  the  Kzeoutive  measures, 
or  to  the  accuracy  of  our  predictions !  Moat 
certainly  not.  Every  man  who  knows  any 
thing  of  the  snljeot,  knows  well  Qaik  there  are 
two  principal  seasona  of  importations;  one  in 
the  spring  for  the  demand  and  oonsomption  ctf 
^ring  aim  somnuv,  and  another  in  the  summer 
or  early  fiiU,  for  the  demand  and  consunptiou  ot 
fsU  and  winter.  We  all  know  that  the  goods 
thus  imported  are  ordered  a  considerable  time 
before  they  arrive  in  this  country ;  that  they 
are  made,  mano&otured  to  order,  before  tiiey 
are  shipped  from  abroad.  If^  then,  these  im- 
portations mentioned  in  the  report  were  order- 
ed in  the  usual  way  of  trade,  in  season  for  the 
orders  to  have  beoa  received  abroad,  the  goods 
purchased  and  shipped,  and  to  arrive  in  the 
United  States  before  the  first  of  May—and  of 
these  fiuts  no  doubt  oonld  be  entertained — it  was 
evident  tiiey  afiinded  not  tlie  smallest  proof 
whatever  of  the  jitfliMwow  of  measures  which 
operated  at  a  much  later  period.  It  is  idle  to 
attempt  to  apply  any  prediction  made  here  to 
the  period  embraced  in  this  report  ibr.  0. 
said  ne  happened  to  have  in  his  drawer  one  of 
those  letters  upon  which  he  had  ventured  tM 
opimon  expressed ;  and  to  show  how  &r  it 
can  be  tortured  into  a  speculation  upon  the 
state  or  amount  of  importations  ending  on  the 
first  of  April,  he  would  read  an  extract  The 
letter  says,  '^The  drygood  merohanta  have 
not  (they  say)  ordered  more  than  one-half 
th^  usual  supply  of  goods  for  the  laU.  Thia 
will  effect  the  revenoe  of  this  and  the  next  yeair^ 
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in  which  case  the  remnant  of  the  debt  will  lie 
over  that  the  'experiment'  may  have  a  full 
trial."  Now,  sir,  let  the  administration  and 
its  iiienda,  in  the  absence  of  any  better  occasion 
for  joy,  make  themselTes  happy  in  the  glorious 
trinmpb  which  they  announce ;  and  let  tiiem 
flap  their  wings  and  crow  because  the  importa- 
tions of  the  first  quarter  do  not  show  the 
^minnUon  which  we  predicted  would  occur  in 
the  third  quarter,  and  the  last 

There  was  some  difflooltr  in  meeting  saoh  an 
argument  u  the  Senate  had  just  heard.  In 
one  iwrt  of  it,  we  are  dia&iotly  told  there  is  no 
diBtKOB,  no  pressare,  no  peoimiarjr  onbarrasa- 
ment ;  on  the  ctmtrary,  the  country  never  was 
more  prosperoas,  business  never  more  active 
or  ^rontable,  money  never  more  plenty.  These 
positions  are  hoastingly  made,  and  stand  out 
prominently  in  the  speech  which  has  cheered 
this  report  as  the  extinguisher  of  all  the  fond- 
est hopes  .and  s^cnlations  of  the  opposition. 
"Well,  or,  if  this  is  the  issue,  we  are  prepared  to 
meet  it ;  the  country  ia  prepared  to  pass  upon 
it,  and  we  think  that  melancholy  experience 
will  enable  every  man  to  give  his  verdict. 
But,  sir,  with  an  inoongruity  whic^  ia  incom- 
prehensible, the  lond  pejEils  of  triumphant  exul- 
tation have  not  ceased  to  vibrate  on  onr  ears 
before,  in  tiie  speech,  we  find  it  distinctly  as- 
serted and  reiterated  in  terms  of  the  harshest 
denunciation  and  "invective,"  that  the  bank 
lias  caused  the  distress — that  jpanic  speeches  in 
the  Senate,  have  caused  the  distress — have  pro- 
duced "  wreck  of  merchants  in  every  city."  It 
is  certunty  difficult  to  recondle  two  positions 
apparentiy  so  utterly  opposed.  To  believe  that 
tite  bank  or  the  Senate,  or  hotk  have  produced 
a  degree  of  distreaa  which  filled  our  dues  with 
"wrecks,"  and  at  the  same  timd  to  believe 
tiiat  this  report  and  other  evidraoea  "  utterly 
oontradictea  1^  idea  of  distress  and  commercial 
embarrassment  which  had  been  propagated  from 
this  chamber  for  tiie  last  six  months" — that 
"never  since  America  had  a  place  among 
nations  was  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
equal  to  what  it  is  at  tiiis  day  "—will  require, 
in  my  poor  opinion,  more  credulity  tiian  is  to 
be  found  in  the  most  benighted  re^on  of  this 
wide-spread  Union.  Sir,  it  is  foUy  to  tell  a 
man  nnking  and  d^ing  with  disease,  and  con- 
sdous  of  his  condition,  that  all  his  s^ptoms 
indicate  health  and  strength  and  vigor,  and 
promise  long  Ufe ;  and  yet  such  is  the  experi- 
ment now  made.  The  good  people  of  the  coun- 
try, the  farmers,  the  merchants,  the  manufao- 
terers,  mecbaoics,  and  laborers,  who  feel  them- 
aelves  diseased  and  dying  under  the  &tal  mal- 
ady of  Executive  rashness  and  indisoretawif  are 
cahnly  asked  to  believe  that  they  were  never  so 
prosperous,  never  so  happy,  never  so  independ- 
ent. They  will  not  be  persnaded  or  oiyoled  by 
any  report  of  a  Secretary,  nor  will  they  be  con- 
Tinced  by  any  studied  commentary  upon  it. 

Since  I  have  known  any  thing  of  public 
affiurs,  never  have  I  known  our  yeoman- 
ry  10  perfectly  to  understand,  so  generally 


to  disousa,  and  so  cordially  to  detest,  any  meas- 
ure of  the  Federal  Executive,  as  its  course  in 
relation  to  the  United  States  Bank.  They  feel 
its  effects;  they  writhe  under  them;  and  if 
every  Congressional  district  in  the  United 
States  be  equally  intelli^nt  and  equally  hon- 
est, after  the  next  electu>n,  the  Prraideut  will 
not  have  a  single  friend  retained  to  the  House 
of  Sepresentatives. 

I  do  not  mean,  ICr.  Freddent,  to  go  over 
beaten  ground  of  bank  distress  or  panic-^>eeoh 
distress.  The  varied  tones  of  assault  upon  the 
bank  are  now  understood.  One  day  the  in- 
solvent institution,  whidli  in  a  little  montii 
should  be  prostrate  at  the  Executive  foot-stool ; 
the  next,  uie  gigantic  monster,  which,  like  the 
golden  calf,  was  the  object  of  our  idolatry,  now 
useless  and  insufficient,  and  capable  of  nothing 
but  what  local  banks  might  effect;  and  now  the 
fearful  en^e  whose  resistless  power  would 
crush  the  hberties  of  the  nation,  and  bring  its 
Qovemment  into  subjection,  as  it  had  brought 
our  people  into  distress  and  ruin.  The  history 
of  the  bank  operatitms,  happily  for  those  who 
iarin  to  arnve  at  tmui,  is  oontained  in 
offidal  documents.  The  extent  of  loans  and 
curtailments,  expannon  and  contraction,  may 
be  known  by  anthentio  proof 

Ur.  ^l^sBnsB  modified  his  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Oonunittee  on  Unauce,  and  moved  that  the 
communication  be  laid  on  the  table  and  print- 
ed; which  was  agreed  to. 

.  Foreign  Siher  Coina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wkbstsb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  mm 
the  House  to  regulate  for«gn  nlver  coins. 

Ur.  V.  said  that  this  was  a  measure  of  great 
impOTtance  to  the  commercial  oommnnity,  and 
he  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  delay  in  pas»< 
ing  on  it.  He  had  aome  amendments,  whic^ 
the  Committee  on  Finance  had  proposed,  and 
which  he  would  briefly  state.  The  bill,  as  it 
came  from  the  House,  did  not  regulate  tiie 
weight  of  coins.  He  had  received  a  communi- 
cation from  the  director  cf  the  mint,  and  also 
one  from  the  committee  of  the  other  House,  on 
the  subject,  and  he  believed  they  were  right  in 
tiie  opinion  that  the  weight  of  c<nns  should  be 
established.  The  first  amendment,  therefore, 
proposed,  was  to  make  the  limitation  of  the 
dollar  to  the  weight  of  ti5  gruns ;  the  next  to 
establish  the  wMgfat  of  tiie  Yraich  five^ftano 
pieces  at  884  grams. 

These  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  sud  he  had  aootber  amendment  to 
propose,  which  had  been  snggested  to  him 
tiie  director  of  the  mint ;  it  was  on  fixing  the 
fineness  of  the  South  American  dollar.  The 
Senate  would  recollect  that,  by  the  bill,  the 
dollar  was  regulated,  "  when  of  not  less  fine- 
ness than  ten  ounces,  fifteen  pennyweights,  and 
twelve  grains,  of  pure  silver,  in  the  troy  pound 
of  twelve  ounces  of  standard  silver,  at  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  oents  and«ne-tenth  of  a  cent 
pec  ounoe."  Kov  H  was  proposed  to  strike 
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oat  these  12  grains,  wUch  would  stilt  leave 
the  South  American  dollar  of  the  valne  of  one 
hundred  ceats ;  hut  if  the  twelve  grains  were 
retained,  it  wonld  ezelnde  a  great  wmy  of 
the  South  American  coins  which  were  worth 
tiie  American  dollar.  He  therefore  moved  to 
^3ike  oat  the  twdve  grains ;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  b« 
engnwed,  and  the  hill  passed  to  its  third  read- 
ing. 

Compentatvm  to  Mr.  Potter. 

The  resolution  submitted  hj  Jlr.  Wbight,  to 
compensate  the  honorable  EUsha  R.  Potter,  for 
his  attendance  while  claiming  a  seat  in  the 
Smate,  under  the  aathority  of  a  certificate  of 
^e  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  was  taken  np. 

Hr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  is 
entitled  to  receive  his  compensation,"  and  to 
insert  in  lien  tbereoC  "  ooght,  under  the  dr- 
eumstances,  to  be  paid ; "  which 

Ur.  Wbioht  accepted  as  an  amendment. 

Ur.  Cla.t  thai  moved  to  refer  the  restdutiw 
to  tiw  Judioiaiy  OomndttM,  and  the  motton 
was  agreed  to. 

Thubbdat,  June  19. 

Signers  to  Disireei  MemoriaU— Additional  Enu- 
meration— Coii$oUdated  Nurtibert. 

The  Ohaib  communicated  an  additional  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  made  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
showing  the  nimiber  of  rigners  to  the  various 
memorials  presented  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States^  on  tite  snljeot  of  the  national  finanoes. 
and  the  ezpedienoy  (tf  a  national  buik,  for  and 
against  the  measores  (rf  the  Exeoative  on  these 
antrfects ;  and,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Cut,  to  print 
tiiem  for  the  me  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
Secretary's  report ;  and  the  report  havug  been 
Tead, 

ICr.  T.  said  his  object  was  to  ascertain 
from  the  Secretary  whether  any  attempt  had 
been  made  to  purge  these  memorials,  to  learn 
how  many  signatures  were  to  be  found  on 
different  sides.  Memorials  and  counter-memo- 
riols  had  been  sent  In,  in  both  of  which,  in 
many  instances,  the  same  names  were  to  be 
found.  He  recollected  the  many  memorials 
frtan  Philaddphia,  coming  from  olaaaes,  aepa- 
rated  into  merchants,  meoh&nios,  profeesiooal 
and  burineaa  men,  aim  yonng  men  alao,  like 
the  stBge-players,  where  one  man  represents 
aeveral  different  characters.  There  was  another 
dreumstance  also  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, uad  that  was,  the  natural  disposition  of 
human  nature  to  complain.  Those  who  were 
satisfied  with  the  present  state  of  things  were 
not  no  apt  to  come  before  Congress  with  oom- 

Slunts  as  those  in  the  opposition,  whose  object 
1  to  magnify  imagiaary  grievahoea.  The  larg- 
Mt)  ineenng,  he  bdieved,  fhom  which  %  memo- 
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rial  had  come,  was  the  one  at  Baltimore,  and 
t^t  wa^  against  the  bank.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
would  not,  however,  oppose  the  printing, 
though  he  believed  it  perfecdy  unnecessary. 
The  Smiate  might  take  the  question,  and  decide 
as  it  pleased. 

Mr.  Cut  said  it  was  somewhat  rraaarkablo 
that  the  honoraUe  Soiator,  though  he  thoo^ 
the  petiticnis  and  memoriala  which  had  bom 
preaented  to  the  Senate  were  no  test  of  publlo 
q>inion,  and  were  of  very  UtUe  Taloe,  should 
luve  taken  so  mncb  puns  to  blunt  the  eff'ec^  of 
the  hundnd  and  fifty  thousand  names  of  indi- 
viduals who  had  solicited  rell^  If  it  was 
worth  nothing,  the  honoratde  Senator  had  better 
reserve  his  speech  for  a  more  suitable  occasion 
than  the  present.  "What!  was  the  right  of 
petition  worth  nothing  t   Was  it  of  no  oonse- 

anence  to  honorable  Senators  that  thonsands  of 
lieir  fellow-citizens  should  send  to  them  peti- 
tions and  memorials,  oomplaining  of  an  act 
a(  £Kontive  authority  t  Why,  ue  honmraUe 
member  had  said,  that  there  were  a  great  many 
his  fliends  who  would  have  oome  here,  hat 
they  wen  apirdienrnve  lest  titer  should  find 
unwilUng  ears.  Now  who  could  beUeve  itt 
Why,  tiien,  did  they  not  go  to  the  House  I 
What  sort  of  ears  would  they  find  there  t 
H<morable  Senators  knew,  that,  in  point  of  &ct, 
memorials  had  generally  been  in  duplicate,  and 
the  same  number  had  been  sent  here  as  to 
the  other  House.  Why  not  go  there  t  But 
the  honorable  member  had  Hud  there  were 
many  Instances  in  which  the  names  of  tliose 
whose  petitions  bad  been  presented  here  did 
not  appear.  So  there  were,  and  he  (Hr.  0.) 
wished  that  all  of  them  oould  be  obtuned.  In 

Eroof  of  what  the  honorable  Senator  had  s^ 
e  aUnded  to  the  I^iladelphia  meeting,  which 
was  attraided  by  16,000,  and  the  Baltimore 
me^^  omunsting  of  6,000.  Now,  he  (Mr.  C.) 
believed  that  there  was  a  much  less  number 
at  Baltimore,  and  a  greater  at  Philadelphia. 
That,  said  Mr.  0.,  would  make  our  number 
166,000,  and  the  honorable  Senator's  28,000. 

With  regard  to  the  figurante  of  this  drama, 
they  are  confined  to  the  gentleman's  own  thea- 
tre. In  one  of  the  memorials  from  New  York 
werb  to  be  found  the  names  of  John  Doe  and 
Richard  Roe,  and  also  the  worthy  name  of 
yoorsel^  sir,  (meaning  the  Vice  President,) 
who  could  not  possibly  be  suspected  of  ugning 
such  a  memorial,  and  certaluy  a  great  many 
others  that  were  inf  properly  affixed  to  petitiona. 
Purge  the  memorials  1  The  Senator  might  as 
well  try  to  pui^  the  General  Post  Office.  It 
coidd  not  be  done :  he  (Mr.  0.)  wished  it  could. 
Why,  if  the  memorials  were  purged,  the  honor- 
able gentieman's  17,000  names  would  be  melted 
down  to  6,000.  He  (Mr.  0.)  was  glad  to  see 
that,  worthless  as  the  names  were  alleged  to 
be  by  the  honorable  Senator,  he  was  willing  to 
allow  them  to  be  printed.  Mr.  0.  begged  to 
tender  him  his  most  profound  acknowledgments, 
and  trusted  that  the  names  would  be  printed. 
Afker  the  order  tx  inintjng  ahonld  have  been 
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taken,  he  would  then  move  that  another  thou- 
sand  should  be  printed. 

The  printing  of  the  report  waa  ordered,  and 
an  extra  thoQBand  oopie^. 


Sjltubdat,  Jnne  SI. 

General  Appropriation  BiU—Book  Pwehaset 
for  Mtmben^  Congreta  DoaimenUyry  Mia- 
toryqfthe  UwUedStaUi. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Wkbstkr,  the  general  ap- 
propriation bin  vas  talren  up,  irith  a  vieir  of 
actiDg  npon  the  amendments. 

Ifr.  ToasTTB  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  hj 
striking  oat  the  appropriation  for  the  Doca- 
meatary  History  of  the  United  States,  to  he 
pablished  hj  Peter  Foroe  and  Matthew  St. 
Ol^r  Clarke,  nnder  a  contract  with  the  De- 
partment of  State,  made  in  pnrsnanee  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  March,  1888,  and  to  insert 
in  lien  thereof  an  appropriation  of  $16,000, 
to  remunerate  Clarke  and  Force  for  all  ez- 
penaes  incurred  bj  them  hitherto,  nnder  said 
contract. 

Mr.  F.  said  be  had  bem  induced  to  sahmit 
£his  amendment,  nnder  a  sense  of  Jnstioe  botii 
to  tiie  contractors  and  to  the  United  States. 
He  heliered,  with  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
who  had  examined  into  this  snhject  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  had  far  exceeded  his  an- 
tiiOTity  in  entering  into  tiiia  contract  and  had 
not  only  mistaken  the  law,  bat  had  not  the 
alightest  idea  of  the  expense  to  l>e  inonrred  nnder 
it^  There  was,  in  fact,  no  knowing  to  what 
extent  the  contract,  as  originally  made,  might 
be  extended.  It  might  run  from  one  np  to  two 
miUions  of  dollars.  It  was  tme  the  contractors 
had  entered  into  aapriementarj  stipolations 
irith  the  committee,  which  would  bring  down 
the  entenae  to  somewhere  ahont  400,000  dol- 
lars. There  was  no  member  of  CongressL  he 
beUered,  who  ever  contemplated  any  tung  like 
nich  an  expense  at  the  time  the  law  was  passed. 
Fifteen  thousand  dollars,  it  was  iMlieved,  would 
be  sufficient  to  indemnify  the  contractors  for  any 
expenses  they  had  hitherto  incurred  ;  hut,  if  it 
should  be  found  at  the  next  session  (k  Congress 
tliat  they  had  incurred  a  Airther  damage,  it 
would  no  doubt  be  awarded  to  them.   It  was 

gropos4d  to  have  the  subject  further  examined 
ito  during  the  recess,  and  either  to  rescind  the 
eontraet,  giving  each  additional  conipensation 
as  might  be  deemed  Just  and  proper,  or  to  carry 
it  on  with  suitable  rvstrictiona. 

Mr.  GBAimBS  said  fh^  subjeot  d  the  oontract 
did  not  seem  to  be  well'  nnderstood  in  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  this  misconception  was  likely  to  lead 
tiiem  to  refose  to  do  an  act  of  plain  and  simple 
jastice.  He  then  gave  a  history  of  the  appUca- 
tioii  for  this  contract ;  and  stated  that  the  nse- 
fhlness,  the  importance,  indeed  the  necessity, 
of  this  work,  had  been  established  by  sufficient 
evidence.  The  Secretary  of  State  had  been  em- 
powered, by  a  lav  of  OwDgresB^  to  superintend 
the  wOTJc;  aad|  in  (UfibiM&t  <tf  his  tnut)  be 


had  compelled  the  oontoactors  to  conform  their 
estimates  to  the  standard  of  a  similar  work  on 
another  subject.  The  contract  only  gives  to  the 
contractors  the  price  of  printing  and  the  olerk- 
hire.  It  was  denied  by  the  contractors  that 
they  had  ever  contemplated  an  extension  of  the 
work  to  the  amount,  as  had  been  charged,  of 
more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  Under  the  lim- 
itation imposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
it  is  believed  that  the  work  can  be  scarce^ 
completed,  and  it  will  be  indispensable  to  ex- 
olnde  all  nnneoessary  material,  and  superflu- 
ooR  expenditure.  Only  such  documents  as  are 
indispensable  to  a  coueotion  of  materials  for 
the  ftiture  historian  of  thia  oountry,  can  now  be 
indnded. 

Mr.  Kins,  of  Georgia,  said  be  should  vote  to 
strike  out  the  clause  from  the  hill,  and  should 
then  vote  against  the  amendment  of  his  col- 
league. He  thou^t  there  was  no  more  author- 
ity in  Congress  to  set  up  a  book  shop,  than  to 
set  up  a  miUiner's  shop,  to  buy  books  for  mem- 
bers, than  to  buy  bonnets  for  ladles.  He  refer- 
red to  the  constitational  powers  of  Congress, 
and  declared  that  fnnn  none  ot  them  was  ^is 
antliority  derived.  He  expressed  Ua  belief  that 
the  won,  if  antiunixed,  would  cost  the  6ov- 
enunent  three  or  four  millions  of  dollars.  He 
diaclumed  any  intmtion  to  throw  censure  on 
the  contractors,  bat  was  of  opinion  that  the 
contract  was  erroneonslyand  nnoonstitutionally 
entered  into,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  been  taken  in, 

Mr.  Hill  sfud ;  Yiewing,  as  I  do,  the  practice 
of  supplying  members  of  Congress  with  hooks 
at  the  public  expense  to  be  an  enormous  abuse, 
I  have,  ever  since  I  had  a  seat  in  this  body,  and 
whenever  I  could  get  an  opportunity  of  record- 
ing my  aye  or  no^  voted  against  every  proposition 
for  famishing  vuan.  My  first  attempt  to  ob- 
tain a  vote  in  this  body  against  this  prac- 
tice, at  the  session  tvo  years  ago,  was  scouted 
as  "miseraUe  pairinumy,"  by  one  Senator  near 
me,  (Mr.  FBELnroHnrsBN.)  I  then  opposed  the 
purchase  of  a  book,  published  for  the  benefit  of 
tiie  Bonk  of  the  United  States,  containing  what 
purported  to  be  a  le^slative  history  of  the  rise 
and  progress  of  that  institntion,  in  which  many 
of  the  most  important  speeches  and  proceedings 
are  entirely  omitted.  The  bank  book,  It  is  be- 
lieved, was  published  at  the  instance  of  the 
bank  itself,  which  liberally  pud  for  its  share  of 
the  edition.  But  the  new  members  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  as  well  as  ctf  the  last,  havei  dl 
been  fttrnished  with  the  same  book ;  and  I  {n^ 
snme,  so  long  as  any  books  shall  remain  in  the 
hands  of  tiie  publit^en,  all  fbtare  new  members 
will  be  hereafter  Amdsiied.  ,  That  book,  made 
np  of  extracts  from  newspapers,  may  be  really 
worth,  as  other  nmilar  books  are  sold,  from  one 
to  two  dollars.  The  price  paid  for  every  book 
taken  by  Congress  is  five  dollars. 

It  is  now  lud  that  the  Documentary  History 
of  Matthew  St.  Chdr  Clarke  and  Peter  Force, 
provided  for  by  an  act  of  Congress,  and  for 
which  the  bill  nnder  ooaddention  appn^riatea 
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tihirty-fiTO  thooBand  dollars,  vill  coat  a  vast 
sum  of  money — ^half  a  miUioa  of  dollara  is  the 
lowest  calctilatioit,  and  some  say  that  it  raaj 
cost  a  million  and  a  half.  An  attoupt  ia  made 
to  make  the  late  Secretary  ctf  State  (Ur.  Liv- 
ingston) reBponaible  iw  the  rate  and  enormity 
{jS  tUs  contract  Rather  shotild  the  blame  go 
to  the  Congress  which  paned  the  law  than  to 
ICr.  lirinsston.  Z  weli  remraiber  when,  that 
law  passed  this  body. 

There  were  two  propositions  considered  at 
the  same  time,  both  of  them,  I  believe,  reported 
on,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Library  Oommittee, 
for  extensive  jobs  of  printing.  One  was,  on  the 
moposal  of  Duff  Green  to  pnblish  a  stn^otype 
edition  of  the  Laws  and  Treaties  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  rat«  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  Tolome ;  and  the  other,  Olarke  and  Force's 
{ffoposal  to  print  and  famiah  the  Dooomentary 
Hist<nry  of  the  Bevolntion.  Both  proportions 
were  hast^-  n^ed  throo^h  the  Senate.  Doff 
Green's  Job  of  stereotyping  the  Laws  (which 
was  arrested  in  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives) 
wotdd  have  cost  the  Treasury  from  one  to 
two  hnndr«d  tiionsand  dollars ;  other  printers 
had  proposed  to  perform  the  work  at  less  than 
one-naif  of  his  price.  The  mention  of  this  fact 
appeared  to  have  no  effect  on  the  vote  of  the 
Senate.  I  asked  for  the  question  to  be  tak^ 
by  the  yeas  and  nays — it  was  so  taken,  and  yon 
will  find  but  seven  Senators  (Benton,  Black, 
Dickerson,  Foot,  Hill,  Bobinson,  and  Wilkins) 
voting  to  sustain  me — twenty-five  voting  against 
my  motion  to  lay  the  Ull  on  the  table. 

Immediatdy  after  this,  the  bill  pro* 
vinoa  for  the  publioatioii  of  the  Doonmentary 
History  of  the  Revtdntion  was  token  up.  Ifr, 

nof  Connectieut,  was  in  the  ohdr.  I  asked 
e  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question,  Shall  it 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  Without 
wuting  to  call  the  attention  of  Senators  to  the 
question,  the  chairman  declared  the  proposition 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  snstt^oed ;  and 
both  bills  were  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  reported,  and  passed  on  by  the  Senate, 
in  less  time  than  I  have  been  speaking  about 
it.  Ever  since  that  time  I  have  deemed  it  a 
work  of  supererogation  in  me  to  oppose  any 
proposition  for  printing  or  fiuniddng  booln  for 
the  benefit  of  printers  in  this  Dlstaic1>-«id  have 
contented  myself  with  ^vii^  a  olent  vote 
against  than  whenever  I  could  obtain  an  oppor- 
tanity. 

Hr.  Livingston  ought  not  to  be  blamed  for 
the  contract  nuide  with  Clarke  and  Force.  The 
fault  is  in  the  law,  not  in  the  contract.  How 
could  Mr.  Livingston  limit  the  number  of  vol- 
umes, when  tiie  law  was  without  limit?  he  was 
taken  advantage  of  by  the  contractors — ^he 
could  not  be  supposed  to  know  that  an  increase 
of  tiie  number  of  copies,  or  the  increase  of  the 
size  of  the  volumes,  would  make  an  enormous 
increase  of  the  price.  Clarke  and  Force  knew 
weU  enough  how  they  were  cheating  the  public, 
as  wdl  when  they  smuggled  the  mil  tnroogh 
the  two  HoQsea  of  Otaigreei,  as  when  th«y  nuue 
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the  contract  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  Wby 
did  Confess  legislate  in  the  dark  on  thu  sab* 
ject  I  Why  did  they  pass  a  law  requiring  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  contract  for  an  unlimited 
amount  of  printing,  at  double  the  price  which 
the  same  printing  could  be  dime  tor  in  any 
other  city  of  the  Union  t  This  price  was  not 
fixed  by  Ur.  livuwston.  A  Secretary  of  State 
QSt.  Clat)  under  the  last  administration,  made 
the  first  contract  for  pabUshing  Diplomatic 
Oorrespondenoe,  having  found  a  resolation  of 
Congress,  which  passed  serffl-al  years  before 
authorizing,  or  supposed  to  authoriie  it;  and 
the  contractor  (Mr.  Jared  Sparks)  for  the  pnb- 
lication  of  a  few  volumes,  sold  his  privily  to 
a  second  person  for  the  trifUng  profit  oi  ten 
thousand  dollars  I  The  price  of  tJiat  first  con- 
tract is  made  by  law  tiie  basis  of  tiie  contract 
for  the  Documentary  Histovy.  Mr.  livingston 
made  tiie  C(mtraot  as  the  law  reqoired  him;  ba 
could  iu)t  limit  tbe  nnmbw  of  Twsmea,  becoiua 
the  law  did  not  llndt  it 

It  is  now  understood  that  tiie  oontractora 
are  willing  to  limit  themselves.  The  price  of 
publishing  a  ungle  volume  of  fifteen  hundred 
copies,  is  oaloulated  at  22,900  dollars,  and  other 
expenses  will  moke  it  26,000  dollars.  The  con- 
tractors will  limit  thenuelves  to  twenty  folio 
volumes  as  the  minimum ;  and  these  twenty 
fotio  volumes  ore  to  cost  600,000  dollars  I  Of 
what  value,  think  you,  Mr.  Ftesident,  will  be  a 
Docnmentaiy  History  of  the  Bevolutioa  of 
twenty  folio  volumes  ?  It  would  be  as  ninety- 
nine  grains  of  wheat  in  <Hie  hundred  bnshela  of 
cha£ 

The  extra  prinlwai^by  extra  printing,  I  mean 
not  any  portifoi  of  that  printing  doily  ordered 
by  tiie  SeaaiA,  consisting  of  distress  petitions, 
with  tiie  names;  other  petitions  and  memori* 
als,  reports  on  tiie  Post  Ofiloe,  &c~,  constituting 
what  is  annually  published  in  several  volumes, 
as  the  Journal  and  Docoments-^the  extra  print- 
ing of  books  merely  for  the  purpose  of  furnish- 
ing members  of  Congress,  voted  by  the  Senate 
at  the  last  session  alone,  would  amount,  if  all 
tiie  propositions  bad  succeeded,  to  a  greater  sum 
of  money  than  the  whole  expense  of  a  un^e 
year  of  Mr.  Jefierson's  adnUnistration.  Beudea 
die  entnmouB  Job  of  Qlarte  ud  Foroe,  and  tha 
vote  on  the  propontion  to  stereo^petheLawSi 
there  was  a^tthw  Job  voted  to  D\m  Greea  iar 
printing  the  Land  Laws,  wbidi  is  intiodnoed 
m  the  preswt  ^>propriation  bilL  amounting  to 
forty-two  thousand  nine  hnndrea  and  uzty  dol- 
lars ;  and  a  resolution  passed  for  the  benttBt  of 
Gales  and  Seaton,  allowing  them  further  to  ex- 
tend their  compilation  of  Oongresnonal  Docu- 
ments eight  volumes  folio.  If  these  e^bt  folio 
volumes  cost  as  much  as  those  contracted  for  b^ 
Clarke  and  Force — and  as  yet  I  have,  aSba  dili- 
gent inquiry,  been  unable  to  asoertiun  what  Gales 
and  Seaton  are  pud  for  this  work — ^that  addi- 
tional Job  to  them  will  amount  to  two  hundred 
thousand  dollara.  It  is  tnie  tiie  oontract  with 
them  is  only  fin*  seven  hundred  and  fUj  oopiea 
iutoad  of  fifteen  hundred;  but  I  nndwsta&d 
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the/  pabliflh  an  additional  seven  hnndred  and 
fif^  of^ea,  to  snpplj  members  of  Congress 
ha^tter.  Already  nsB  the  Bopply'  for  Oongreae 
ran  oat ;  and  at  tbia  session  a  resolution  baa 
pawed,  autho^zing  the  Secretary  to  pnrobase 
more  for  the  snpp^  of  the  nev  members  of  the 
Senate. 

I  maj  safely  say  tiittt  tiie  books  ihmisbed  to 
members  of  CJongress  (and  each  new  member 
at  the  present  sestion  has  already  been  sap- 
^ied,  to  the  number  of  about  serenty  volumee) 
cost  twice,  and  in  some  instances  fonr  times  the 
prioe  of  books  of  equal  nze  and  anperior  valne, 
that  are  to  be  obtained  in  tiie  most  oar  cities 
and  towns.  Gladly  would  I  retom  every  book 
I  have  reoeiTed  and  p^  for  their  transport  back 
to  the  seat  of  Gorcniment,  if  the  num^y  ooold 
be  reciimed  to  the  Treamry,  which  has  be«i 
abstracted  to  proonre  them.  These  books  are 
hdd  up  to  new  members  as  an  appeal  to  thmr 
cnpi^ty.  It  is  said  at  once  that  all  the  old 
members  have  reoeired  them,  and  that  the  new 
members  onght  to  cltdm  them  of  course.  And 
so  soon  as  yon  receive  a  cppy  of  the  common 
plunder,  so  soon,  in  the  eetimotion  of  some 
gentlemen,  are  yon  precluded  from  voting 
against  others  or  youreelf  receiving  more  of 
that  plunder.  I  found  a  portion  of  til  ese  books 
tied  np  in  bundles  and  left  at  my  rooma,  before 
I  took  my  oath  or  seat  in  fUs  halL  at  uie  &8t 
sesnm  m  tho  last  Otnuresa.  If  I  had  been  a 
ncm-oononittal  before,  m  relation  to  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  the  mtention  was,  that  I  would 
not  set  oat  in  my  Senatorial  career  a  non-com- 
mittal ;  and  the  language  to  me  was,  immedi- 
ately, '*  Having  partaken  of  the  plnnder,  yon 
have  no  right  to  complun  of  the  robbery." 

Mr.  Ghai[BKb&  replied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Kino.  He  conudered  the  time  as  gone  by,  when 
the  constitutionality  of  such  acta  was  denied. 
He  adverted  agun  to  the  value  of  the  work,  the 
labor  which  bad  already  been  bntowed  upon  it, 
tJie  researches  which  had  been  carried  on,  the 
intelligence  of  those  who  condocted  them,  and 
Hie  interest  which  the  irork  was  oaloulated  to 
prodnoe  In  the  pnblio  mind.  Hie  prioe-  for 
-which  Oil  work  was  to  be  ftumished,  waa  not 
at  all  adequate  to  ibo  Impcntanoe  and  labor  of 
tiie  work. 

Mr.  MjlKOuh  moved  to  strike  oat,  in  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  the  words  "  to 
r^anerate,"  and  to  insert  the  words  "  to  settle 
'With,"  and  to  strike  out  $16,000  and  huert 
000. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  accepted  the  amendment.  He 
then  explained  that  he  did  not  mean  to  destroy 
the  contract,  but  to  leave  that  to  be  decided  on 
when  Congress  should  have  more  leisure. 

Mr.  FSKTOB  believed  that  the  progress  of  the 
vork  did  not  at  inwent  JaBtiiy  a  larger  eipen- 
ditnre  than  that  pK^KWed  bj  the  amendment 
ot  thenntl«aDan  frcmt  Geoii^  as  now  modi- 
fled.-  He  viewed  the  qneBtioD  as  sorronnded  by 
great  ^ffloollieB.  He  nad  doubts  as  to  the  con- 
stitutionality of  aathorizlng  the  pnUioaUon  of 
voiks  which  did  not  inform  Oongrees,  or  the 


people,  on  the  subject  of  the  proceedings  of 
Congress.  The  contract  waa  under  the  law, 
passed  by  both  Houses^  and  approved  by  the 
present  Chief  JCagistrate,  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son. He  regarded  the  torms  of  the  law  as  loose 
and  extraordinary.  The  contractors  had  now 
acquired  vested  rights,  and  he  was  not  disposed 
to  sanction  any  violation  of  the  f^th  of  the 
Government,  because  Congress  waa  not  amenable 
to  any  human  tribunal.  It  was  proper  that 
there  should  be  a  strict  examination  of  the  con- 
tract, and  it  should  be  rendered  specific  as  to  the 
oharacter  of  the  matter,  and  the  extent  of  tiie 
work.  However  high  his  opinion  of  individuals, 
he  would  not  give  a  roving  oomnussion  to  any 
one  to  select  materials,  which  would  take  their 
tone  from  his  prejudices  or  party  Uaitom. 

Jb.  Out  said  that  the  Beontaiy  of  State 
had  made  one  contract,  and  the  Committee  on 
finance  had  made  another.  The  first  was  an 
improvident  one,  but  it  was  in  the  autiioril^  of 
the  Secretuy.  He  should  have  corrected  the 
improvidence  of  Congress.  The  only  restric- 
tion imposed  by  Congress,  was  as  to  the  indi- 
viduals to  be  contracted  with,  and  that  in  the 
proviso  that  tiie  prioe  should  not  exceed  that 
of  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence.  It  had  not 
be^  shown  to  have  exceeded  this  stipulation. 
Congress  ought  to  take  their  fall  share  of  blame, 
and  not  leave  the  wlude  on  tiie  Secretary. 
If  tibe  first  eoutraet  was  loose,  the  seoond  waa 
ftill  of  limitatiou.  The  contract  now  can- 
not exceed  twenty  vt^omes,  an  expense  cf  800,- 
000  dollars,  and  a  Jhrther  provision  that  Con- 
gress may  ^point  an  agent  to  supervise  the  pnb- 
Ucation.  He  asked,  on  what  pretence  the  Sen- 
ate ooxild  depart  from  their  second  contract. 
When  the  contractors  agreed  to  the  limitations 
of  the  committee,  they  folly  expected  to  meet 
with  no  flirther  difficulty ;  and  it  would  not  be 
doing  justice  to  the  contractors  to  violate  this 
last  contract,  as  weU  as  the  former.  The  ex- 
penditure would  be  26,000  dollars  a  year,  for 
perhus  nx,  eight,  or  ten  years,  and  the  work 
woold  be  a  very  important  one.  The  contract 
was  an  improvident  one,  and  he  had  at  first 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  get  rid  <^  it  by 
paying  40,000  or  60,000  dollars.  Bat  aa  the  con- 
tractors had  liberally  agreed  to  Kraitations,  it 
was  due  to  them  to  fam  the  second  contract. 
If  it  should  be  hereafter  said  that  useless  docn- 
ments  were  introduced,  Oojigress  coold  tiien 
arrest  the  appropriation.  He  expressed  Ms 
hope  that  a  usefdl  lesson  would  be  drawn  from 
this  case,  and  that  improvident  expenditures  of 
this  kind  would  hereafter  be  avoi<  ed. 

Mr,  FonTTH  modified  his  amendment,  by  in- 
serting  "  propo*  aocountiog  officers,"  instead  of 
**Seoreta^  <n  the  Senate."  He  so^ested  that 
the  second  oonbact  was  not  binding.  Headted 
for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Lbioh  asked  if  this  propontion  would 
prevent  the  printing  of  the  work. 

Mr.  JoBSTTH  said  it  would,  except  at  the  risk 
of  the  contractors. 

Mr.  Lkioh  took  the  ground  that  Congress  had 
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no  right  to  violate  a  contract  made  bj  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  nnder  thdr  mUioritf  ,  becanse 
they  had  not  a  right  to  make  mioh  contract. 
He  then  read  the  law,  to  show  the  looseness 
tit  its  proviMons,  and  stated  the  illimitable  pow- 
er of  selection  which  it  conferred  on  the  con- 
tractors. The  value  of  sncb  a  work  depended 
mateiially  on  the  ability  and  the  temper  of  those 
who  exeoated  it.  He  asked  what  wonid  have 
been  the  effect,  if  Hnme  or  Henry  had  been 
employed  to  write  the  Documentary  History  of 
t^e  Stnarta,  or  Dr.  Liogard  to  write  the  Doon- 
mentary  History  of  the  Reformation  ?  ,  The 
Dooomentary  History  of  the  United  States  might 
be  as  wdl  extended  to  two  hnndred  volumes  as 
limited  to  ten.  It  was  the  dnty  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  have  looked  into  the  details  and  oot' 
noted  the  defectiveness  of  the  law.  Although 
this  -was  a  contract  which  onght  not  to  have 
been  made,  it  must  not  be  violated.  This  was 
what  the  world  wonld  say,  and  what  a  chan- 
oellojf  woidd  taj, 

Mr.  OuTTON  expressed  his  general  coinci- 
dence wit^  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
Yiigioia.  He  had  no  recollection  of  the  bill 
which  had  been  passed  on  this  subject,  and  did 
not  know  even  whether  he  voted  for  it  or  not. 
He  did  not  perceive  any  ground  for  imputing 
fraud  to  the  contractors,  but  be  thought  the 
law  should  not  have  been  passed, 

Kr.  Oalbooh  said  that  Congress  bad  no  an- 
th<Hity  to  make  the  ecmtraot  and  tiiat  it  was 
a&  imUo  vmcL  He  decdred  tlie  oomtraotors  to 
be  indemnified  for  their  expmse  and  labor; 
and  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Geor^a. 

lb.  EwiHO  was  of  opinion  that  the  contract 
was  sacred,  and  most  be  ftalfilled.  If  the  Con- 
gress wash  their  hands  of  the  contract,  it  most 
be  got  rid  of  entirely,  and  Congress  would  not 
be  Jostified  in  voting  a  ^  to  tiie  contractors. 
He  thought  the  law  an  mjudicious  one,  but  he 
could  not  vote  to  abrc^ate  or  suspend  the  con- 
tract Abro^UoQ  and  suspension  were  similar 
powers,  and  Congress  had  no  more  right  to  ab- 
rogate than  to  suroaid. 

jfr.  OAXHomr  titonght  it  a  dear  prinomle, 
that  if  injustice  was  done  to  an  iudivSaoal,  Con- 
gress was  bound  to  compensate  Mm. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  FoBftTTH,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tbas.— Veesrs.  Kbb,  Black,  Brown,  Galhoim, 
Forsyth,  Grundy,  Henihicks,  Hill,  Kane,  Eiog  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Geoivia,  Lhia,  McEean,  Hangum, 
Morris,  Preston,  Robinson,  ^epley,  TsUmadge, 
l^pton.  White,  Wilkins,  Wright— 28. 

Vats. — Messrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Chambers,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Eiring,  Frelinghuysen,  Kent,  Leigh,  Kaa- 
didn,  Foindexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Bilsbee, 
BmiUi,  Southard,  ^wagoe,  Tomfinson,  l^ler^iWag- 
gaman,  Webster^SS. 

Doath  ofLt^fayetU. 
A  message  was  received  from,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Franklm.  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  the  Hoose  had  passed  a  Joint  reso- 


lati<Hi  providing  for  a  Joint  committee  to  con- 
sider and  report  by  what  token  of  reqwot  and 
aflbetitni  it  was  proper  for  Oongress  to  ™a'>ifwrt 
the  deep  amsifaility  oi  the  natum  on  the  evmt 
of  the  decease  of  General  LavAmR. 

ySi.  Webstkb  said  tliat  he  had  prepared  a  Tet> 
olntion,  which,  as  it  happened,  was  almost  in 
preolsely  tiie  same  words  as  that  now  received 
m>m  the  House.  He  should  have  presented  it 
as  soon  as  the  Jonmal  was  read,  bad  it  not  been 
intimated  to  him  that,  probably,  a  communica- 
tion would  be  made  to  Congress,  on  this  inter- 
esting occasion,  by  the  Fresident.  Inconsequenoe 
of  that  intimation,  he  had  forborne,  for  the  mo- 
ment, to  propose  the  resolution ;  but,  as  the 
House  had  so  promptly  moved  in  the  bosiness, 
he  rose  to  move  that  titie  Senate  oononr  in  tho 
resoInti<Hi, and  appoint  a conmiittee cm itspart. 

The  moticHL  having  bem  agreed  to^  Mr.  Fon- 
DixTXB  Bugnsted  that  the  c<»nmittee  otauist 
of  nine  members. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  named  tliirteen,  the  number 
the  old  States,  as  the  most  appropriate.  Thii 
last  number  was  agreed  to ;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chavbkbs,  the  committee 
was  ^pointed  by  the  Chair. 

The  following  Message  was  recMved  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

To  th»  BttitiU  and  ffouu  of  AgwrsMtofms ; 

The  aiSicting  iateUigeoee  of  the  death  of  the  0- 
lustrions  Xjatatxttx  has  been  received  by  me  lUi 
moraing. 

I  have  issued  the  general  order  enclosed,  to  cause 
appro|»iate  honors  to  be  paid  by  the  army  and  nary 
to  the  memory  of  one  so  highly  Tenerated  and  be- 
loved by  my  comitrymen;  and  vhom  Froridence 
boa  been  pUased  to  remove  so  nnezpectedly  from 
the  agitating  scenes  of  life. 

AimSEW  JXCKSGS, 

WAsmitQTOiT,  Jutu  21, 1B84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fossttb,  the  Mrasage  was 
referred  to  the  Joint  committee  i^^dnted  on 
this  But^ject, 


Wedhzsdat,  Jane  2S. 

Rapect  to  Lafayette. 

The  Joint  resolution  from  the  other  Honae 
relative  to  the  death  of  General  Lafayette,  wM 
read. 

Mr.  Wbbstib  said  he  should  not  say  a  dng^e 
word  respecting  the  character  of  the  illnstriona 
individual  whose  decease  was  the  subject  of 
this  resolution.  The  present  proceedmgs  of 
Oongress  was  intended  to  express  the  sense  of 
the  Le^atnre  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
American  people,  under  this  moamfol  event. 
It  was  not  derired  that  eithw  party  flbnnid  tate 
precedence  of  the  other  upon  this  ocoarion,  but 
that  whatever  was  done^  dionld  be  condoned 
as  ezpresmve  of  the  nation^  gratitude  to  th« 
nation's  benefactor.  He  (Mr.  W.)  hoped  the  vote 
npon  the  resolution  would  be  such  as  would  on- 
able  posterity-  to  speak  <tf  the  mianimi^  with 
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which  tiiej  had  united  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter. 

The  resolntion  was  tiien  nnanimonsly  adopted, 
and  8nch  anaaimons  adoption,  at  the  reqn«it  of 
Hr.  W1B8TIB,  recorded  npon  tiie  Joanuus  of  the 
Senate. 

Permont  to  French  Stamen^  &o. 
The  amendment  of  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
ttveo  to  the  bill  tii  the  Senate  granting  penriona 
to  eertain  citizens  of  France,  sufferers  in  oonse- 
qnenoe  of  the  nnfortnnate  accident  at  Tonlon, 
was  o<Huid6red  and  agreed  to.  FThe  amendment 
provides  that  the  President  of  the  United  Btates 
shall  make  an  arrangement  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  to  pay,  throagh  them,  the  pen- 
Mons  to  the  same  amonnt,  and  In  the  same  pro- 
pwtions,  as  provided  for  bj  the  orij^nal  l^J 


Satttbdat,  Jmie  28. 

The  Gold  Coin  BiO—Correetim  of  the 
out  Standard — Final  Vote  and  Pateaae  of  the 
Bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbbstik,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  cottrider  the  bill  to  regulate  tibe  gold 
coins  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Wkbstkb  briefly  explained  the  provisions 
pf  the  bill.  He  cooclnded  by  moving  to  strike 
out  from  the  bill  the  lines  making  provision 
for  the  gold  ddlar.  The  ammdmoit  was  agreed 
to. 

Ifr.  Swim  had  made  np  hla  mind  to  votft  fin- 
the  UlL  in  deference  to  the  c^dnians  of  oUiers, 
althoagh  he  was  of  (pinion  that  the  relative 
Tftlae  m  gold  had  been  fixed  too  high.  He  ad- 
Terted  to  what  had  been  sud  on  the  snbject  of 
the  value  being  placed  at  16  to  1 ;  and  also  to 
the  varioos  vaJne  of  the  foreign  nlver  coins. 
He  expressed  his  apprehension  that  the  silver 
would  disappear  from  among  n&  and  that  small 
notes  would  take  its  place.  While  the  States 
admitted  the  oircolatum  of  small  notes,  they 
woold,  in  three  jearu^  oonatitate  the  sole  dren- 
latioD. 

Mr,  OAiaovH  thonght  that  wherever  silver 
was  protected,  it  would  retain  its  phtce;  and 
where  it  was  not  proteeted,  pifwr  would  take 
its  place.  He  thonj^t  the  ull  safe,  and  ahoold 
give  it  his  sapport. 

Hr.  Spbaqhb  could  not  vote  finr  the  bilL  He 
believed  it  would  throw  the  evils  on  the  other 
aide.  We  were  creating  the  same  disproportion 
between  gold  and  silver,  as  at  present  existed, 
making  a  distinotion  on  one  side  as  much  too 
wide  as  that  which  now  existed  on  the  other. 
AH  agreed  that  the  tnie  line  was  between  the 
two  estimates.  Why  genUemm  ^onld  tran- 
scend the  point  which  everybody  agreed  was 
the  true  line  of  value  between  the  two  metals, 
he  did  not  know.  Ko  one  contended  that  the 
true  valoe  was  16  to  1,  but  all  believed  that  it 
vas  between  U  and  16. 

Ur.  Ewno  added  that  the  miM  had  been  de- 
iMMd  by  tbis  bill,  which  he  legntted. 


Ifr.  CisMow  stated  that  the  saperintradent 
of  the  mint  had  been  consnlted. 

Mr.  Bbrton  Bud  that  tiie  debasement  was 
too  trifling  to  be  an  obpect  of  exception. 

Hr.  Ema,  of  Georgia,  stated  that  the  effect 
of  the  bill  woold  be  to  raise  the  value  of  gcdd  4^ 
per  cent.,  which  is  only  a  little  iijwve  the  mer- 
cantile value  of  the  article. 

Vt.  Spragct  thought  tiiat  the  bill  changed 
the  value  6  per  cent.,  which  was  mm  than 
the  true  relative  proportion.  Why  was  it  made 
more?  To  establish  a  legal  currency  of  two 
metals,  their  value  must  exactly  correspond. 
Why  adopt  an  evil  by  creating  a  dispropoitionf 

Hr.  Webstbb  replied,  that  if  it  had  been 
imagined  tliat  there  would  have  been  any  e^,  it 
woiUd  not  have  been  recommended.  He  refer- 
red to  t^e  various  modes  of  computing  value, 
and  the  difficulty  of  coming  to  an  accurate  re- 
sult 

Mr.  OxLHOinr  said  the  usual  custom  of  for- 
eign countries  was  to  make  gold  sranewhat 
above  the  m^cantile  value,  la.  Spdn  the  rel- 
ative value  of  gold  was  16  to  1.  Id.  Cuba  it 
was  17  to  1. 

Hr.  OauatEBS  read  an  extract  from  the  let- 
ter of  a  coTTen»ondent,  in  opposition  to  the  pas- 
sage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tbas. — UesSFB.  BentoD,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown, 
Calhoun,  Ewing,  FrelingbuyBeo,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King  of  Alabams,  King  of  Oeor* 
^  Ldgb,  Linn,  Ibagom,  Morris,  Poindsxtert 
FKntiss,  Fieston,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Shepley, 
Smith,  Swift,  Tallmsdge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler, 
Wsniaman,  Webster,  White,  Wtlkins,  Wright— 85. 

NTts.— Messrs.  Chaubers,  Qay,  Knight,  Forter, 
Silsbee,  Southard,  ^iragiie— 7. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

EvxHiNa  Sbsbion. 

Hie  Vxon  PsnsmBST  did  not  take  the  Chair 
at  the  opening  of  the  eveiUng  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wsbsteb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  President  pro  tern. 

On  the  third  ballot,  Mr,  Poindexixb  received 
S2  votes,  being  a  minority  of  the  whole,  and 
was  declared  duly  elected  President  pro  ton*., 
and  was  conducted  to  the  Ohair  by  Mr.  Chah- 
BEBS.  From  his  seat  in  the  Chair,  ULr.  Poin- 
DBXTEB  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  to  the 
following  effect : 

Senators:  Penetrated  with  the  most  profound 
sense  of  gratitnde  for  the  kind  manifestation  of 
your  conndeDce  In  calling  me  to  preside  over  the 
deliberations  of  ttds  braorable  body,  I  rise  to  ex- 
press to  yon  mv  thanks,  and  the  unfeigned  diffl- 
dence  with  whEcn  I  enter  upon  the  dischuge  (tf  the 
arduous  and  delicate  duties  assigned  to  me.  Un- 
skilled in  the  technical  rules  of  parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings, I  feel  sensible  of  my  own  defects,  and  that, 
on  all  occasions  of  doubt  and  difficidty,  I  must  rely 
on  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  and  tbe  friendly 
aid  of  those  Senators  who  have  more  experience  in 
Bodi  natters  than  myasU  Pern^  me,  gentlemen. 
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to  aMure  yov,  tliat  for  the  tew  Temainiiig  honra  of 
the  nMsent  oearioD,  and  so  long  as  I  may  occupy 
the  vhaiFy  it  shall  be  my  comrtaat  endeavor  to  meet 
jroor  juat  expectaUons,  and  to  preserre  tbe  order 
and  decorum  of  debate,  so  necesury  to  tbe  hanno- 
nj  and  dignity  of  eTery  deliberative  aesembly,  and  to 
the  despatch  of  the  important  budneas  which  may 
be  brought  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ohajcbsbs,  a  committee 
was  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  the  Senate  have  deoted  the  honorable 
GsoBaB  PoiKDEZTBB  to  be  their  Present  ^ 
tsm. ;  and  that  tbe  Beoretarj  do  coramunicate 
the  ume  to  the  Hoon  of  BepreMntativea. 


UoNDAT,  Jone  80. 
IkpotU  BanJ»— Recta  Committee  to  Examxne. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resola- 
tioB  offued  by  Sottthiad,  instructing  the 
Gommittee  on  Finance  to  ut  during  the  recess, 
in  order  to  investigate  the  wmdition  of  the  banks 
in  which  the  pobuo  deponts  are  made. 

lb-.  EiHG,  of  Alabama,  objected  to  the  in- 
struction, and  asked  for  fiiHher  n^aiutloils  to 
ahow  its  necessity. 

Ur.  SouTHABD  replied,  tliat  the  pabUe  trees- 
nre  was  hi  danger ;  and  if  thaw  vaa  any  ob- 
ject whioh  comd  require  the  attention  oS  a 
oommlttee  dnring  the  recess.  It  was  this.  The 
0(nnmittee  on  Fmauoe  had  been  instmoted  to 
obtain  information,  and  bad  not  yet  been  able 
to  gfdn  it  fw  want  of  time.  It  was  to  enaUe 
the  committee  to  lot  at  aU,  that  ttiis  prq>odtidn 
was  made. 

The  qnesticm  was  dedded  as  follows : 

Teas.— Heasrs.  Bibb,  Chambers,  Clay,  Ewing, 
Frelingbaysen,  Knight,  hAf^,  Hansom,  Voore, 
Naadam,  Foindexter,  Porter,  Robbins.  SUsbee, 
Smltli,  Sontlurd,  l^iragne,  TomHoioii,  Waggaman, 
Webster— Sa 

Kits. — Vesara.  Grundy,  Hendricks,  HUI,  Eane, 
Xingof  AlKbama,  King  of  GwreU,  BotMnson,  Bhep- 
ley,  lUhoadge,  Tipton,  White,  w;right— IS. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to 

Mr.  Bekton  submitted  a  resdation  that  the 
nadntion  <tf  the  Senate  of  Tnesdi^,  the  SOth 


of  3fan)h  last,  that  the  FresideDt  of  the  United 
States,  in  wdninff  the  removal  of  the  d^Kints 
from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  had  assumed 
a  power  not  granted  bj  the  law  or  the  oonstita- 
tion,  but  in  dert^ation  them  both,  is  a  restdn- 
tton  imputing  impeachable  matter  to  the  Fred- 
dent,  and  onght  not  to  be  passed  except  in  the 
regular  fonu  of  oonstitntional  impeachment,  and 
ought  to  be  stmok  out  of  the  Journals. 

Mr.  Clay  sdd  it  ought  to  be  remembered  the 
time  and  circumstanoes  undtf  which  that  resolu- 
tion was  offered,  when  the  Senate  was  within 
a  few  hours  of  its  a^jonmmrat,  and  when  one- 
third  of  the  membua  had  already  left  town.  He 
lo^d  npm  it  as  an  improper  time  to  infero- 
dnoe  a  TWfdution  <tf  that  nature. 

The  motion  was  opposed  hj  Heean.  Olat, 
OiLHOtnr,  and  WBsantB ;  and  on  the  qnestixm 
being  t^en  hj  yeas  and  nays,  negatived — ^yeaa 
11,  nays  30. 

Mr.  GBUimT,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wut  on  the  Freeident  of  the  United  States, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  discharged 
that  dnty,  and  that  the  President  stated  that 
he  had  no  fhrther  oommunications  to  make  to 
the  presoit  Oongrees,  The  President  had  sign- 
ed all  the  billfl  but  that  fbr  the  improvement 
of  the  Wabash  River,  -wiadk  had  been  weeent- 
ed  tohim  at  so  late  a  period  tint  he  bad  not 
tame  to  ^Trfw****^  it;  bnt,  as  the  subject  trf  the 
liSL  was  IntMresting  to  many,  he  voold  dgn  It 
within  tbe  time  allowed  by  the  oonsUtntion,  ii^ 
upon  examination,  he  should  feel  himself  justi- 
fied in  so  doing;  if  not,  he  wonld  use  his  priv- 
ilMie. 

Mr.  Out  observed  that  the  bill  was  dead 
after  the  a^Jonmment,  and  that  tbe  bill  for  the 
ImproTonent  of  the  Hudson  Biver  went  along 
wititit 

Mr.  Qbundt  said,  as  to  that  he  had  nothing 
to  enj ;  but  he  did  not  expect  a  £s^te.  Tbe 
Present  had  a  ri^t  to  exert  his  pnvilege. 

Mr.  Turro*  said  the  bill  for  the  improve- 
ment <tf  the  Wabash  was  sent  in  od  Satarday, 
and  that  for  the  in^rovemMit  of  the  ^idson 
to-day. 

The  two  Houses  having  exchanged  the  nsaal 
messages. 

The  Senate  atyoomed,  MM  4^  at4Sii^iitM 
paatdz. 
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Xmtvcijf  ConUtUd  SUction. 

At.  12  oVIook,  If.,  the  Honse  came  to  order, 
at  the  invitation  of  their  late  Clerk,  M.  8t 
Qlub  Ojubeb,  Esq.,  who  then  prooeeded  to 
oall  the  Kdl  of  memben  1^  States^  tMCpnning 
with  tlie  State  of  Uaine. 


•  UST  OT  BSPBSSEHTATIYXS. 

JIMml— FiudB  0.  3.  Smith.  Rafln  Hcbtlm,  Sdwnd 
XmM|h  OnteiB  Fuki,  Joa^  HtU,  LMMurd  Jarrli^ 
Ownne  Srns,  Hdmi  UiMHi, /r. 

Jfftta  JSiMifMUra,— Reaij  Hnbbard,  JoMph  H.  Hstpar, 
BeoolBg  M.  Bmb,  FrankUn  Pierce,  Bobart  Barna. 

jratMolbwMHi.— Imm  (X  Bates,  Bnflu  Choata,  John 
Qnlnejr  Adnu,  /oka  DaTlt,  0«or{»  H.  Brigp,  Edwwd 
Brmtt,  Omv8«  Onasall,  Jr.,  Jidm  Bead,  WOUam  Ba^llca, 
Ba^jainln  Qoriunn,  Oa/tui  P.  Oagood,  William  Jaekion. 

MotfaAlMA— IHrtamBuiM,  IMm  Pwm 

OMaacMoMt—Miw  V.  HnnUogton,  WllBam  W.  Bla- 
■worlk,  Hofaa  Barber,  Satnnal  A.  Totrt,  XbanaMr  Twiia 
Sanrael  Tweadj. 

Farmmt—aUand  Hall,  Horaea  KTfxatt,  Hanua  AUan, 
Wmiam  Blade,  Baqjamln  F.  Darning. 

JTaw  r^riL— Abel  BnuUBstDB,  baao  B.  Tan  Hoaten, 
Obnrdilll  0.  Qunbreleng;  Campbell  P.  Wblta,  OomaUoi  W. 
Lawreaoa,  Dodlajr  Balden,  Aaroa  Ward,  Abraham  Bookee, 
J«ha  W,  BtvwH,  Oariaa  BodUt  Ate  Adnni)  A»b  Yaa- 
tepo^  Jab  FlaiMi^  Oanitt  T .  Onmar, 
Hearj  0.  Uartindale,  Baaban  WhaQos,  Banaom  H.  QllUt, 
Oharlaa  UaTaan,  Abfjah  IUbb,  Jr.,  Bannial  Beardalej, 
J«al  Tnnlll,  Danld  Wahtwdl,  Bbarman  Pace,  Noadkk 
Jabaaim,  ^wr;f  Uitehall,  Nlai41  Halaaj,  SamoM  Q.  Hath- 
•inqr,  WUUam  Taylor,  WiUlam  3L  rallar,  Bswland  Dar, 
Bamml  ClaA,  Joka  ZHekaon.  X4«wd  Howall,  FMdariek 
VUttkMr,  OMTga  W.  Laj,  FbDo  a  VoBart  Ater  HaMt* 
ti&a,  MUkrd  ruimora,  eidaoo  Hard. 

jnw  J^rmt^^VUHxmrn  "OUkmrnm,  flmul  Fowlar, 
,  Jauaa  Paifcar,  racdlsaiid  &  SoImbA,  William  N.  Shlaa, 
TlwBuaLafc 

AMHyfaNMla— Horaea  BlBBqr,  Jaaua  Haipar,  Joka  ft 
WataMOCb,  WUllam  Haiitar,  ^TOIlMa  DurilKlOB.  DarU 


Hie  ealUzig  of  the  roll  having  prooeeded  ai 
far  aa  to  the  State  of  Kentael^,  befim  the 
namea  <^  .the  membm  fr«n  that  State  wcte 

caUed, 

Hr.  AixAir,  Eentnokr,  rose,  aod  asked  per- 
misBion  to  address  the  Honse.  He  obserred. 
that,  b  J  the  law  passed  at  the  last  Ooogresa  ap- 
portioning the  unmber  itf  lepresentatiTea  among 


Fot^  Jr,  WnUam  Ohric,  Bsnaw  DeBBT,  Gaorga  Chamban, 
lltomat  U.  T.  UoKatuati,  John  Baski^  Aadrair  Btowai^ 
Oiarlas  A.  Banita,  Oaorge  Bard,  Jmbo  HlUar,  Jos^  B, 
Asthonr,  Henry  A.  UnUanbarg,  Joel  K  Uann,  Bobart 
Bamsay.  DaTld  B.  Wagenar,  Henry  King,  Andrew  Baan- 
moDt,  Ji^  L^orta,  Joaqlh  Handarean,  John  Qillnttlt» 
Samuel  S.  Hairlant,  Blehard  Coulter,  Jod  B.  fhrtbtiriaad 

J>«to«or«.— John  J.  UUlgan. 

Mae^anArSmn  F.  Heath,  Jamtt  Ttenar,  Jite  T. 
Sloddart,  IMM  IbKtan,  Btehari  B.  OnaMnd,  Fnads 
Ttiiimai.  WiUlam  0.  Johnaon,  Littleton  P.  Damdi. 

Yirffi*ia.—iohii  M.  Fatton,  John  T.  Haaon,  WIlBam  F. 
Gordon,  Thmnaa  T.  Bonldlo,  WUllam  &  Archer,  Nathaniel, 
H.  Clatbone,  Jsaaph  W.  Ohinn,  OharUa  F.  Haioer,  Ediratd 
Lncaa,  Samnel  McDowell  Moore,  Andreir  BtaT«w«i,  Hw- 
mas  Daranpnt,  John  J.  Allen,  Oeorgo  Loydl,  Jamas  K 
ebo)m),XdgarO.  Wllaa%  Jmnaa  H.  H.  Bada,Wfllinr. 
T^lofv  Joha  &  XUtao,  WllUna  KeCoaui,  Hmr  A. 
Wiaa. 

jr«ra  fbroHML— Hle^Hh  T.  HairUna,  Tbomaa  H.  Ha^ 
Winiam  B.  Shepard,  Jam  Speight,  Jamea  UcEay,  Alm^ 
ham  Bandiar,'  Daniel  L.  Banlngar,  Xdmnnd  Dobmrt 
Lowi*  WUBami,  AaguUna  H.  Shapperd,  HewyW.  Oouor, 
Jcaaa  A.  Bynun,  Jamea  OnhaiL 

AmA  Oarolfaff.  Jimea  Biatr,  Qawiia  IMhnSK  Tbmat 
D.  Blntfeton,  WUllam  dowaay,  Haatr  L.  Fla(fta«ir( 
wmkm  J.  Oe^io^  Wma  B.  DwH  Joha  U.  Mta^  Jeh« 
BLOriOa. 

tfaofVfa.— Jamea  M.  Wayna,  BbAaid  H.  WUde,  Oaorga 
B.  GUmar,  Angnatlna  S.  Clqion,  Tbomm  F.  Fbatar,  Bogar 
L.  Gambia,  Baabom  Jmaa,  William  Behlay,  John  Colbei 

f«ii<«<^.— Chilton  Allan,  Thomaa  A.  ICanhalt,  Amea 
DnTl%  Blehard  H.  Johnaoa,  Thontaa  CUIIob,  Bobart  P. 
LaMwr,  ISum  F.  Mmm,  BmHnta  HaiAa,  OUttaaAaa 
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the  MTerol  States,  the  State  of  Sentaoky  had 
heen  dedared  entitled  to  thirteen  representa- 
tives in  the  prewnt  Opngress ;  bat  that,  in  cast- 
ing his  ^68  around  the  Hall,  he  recognized 
fourteen  gmtiemen  oetoidbly  claiming  to  he 
mrreseDtatiTes  of  the  Btate,  and  nienn>er8  of 
Idhu  House.  The  State,  he  sud,  was  divided  br 
law  into  thirteen  districts,  from  each  of  whi(^ 
one  member  was  directed  to  be  chosen  to 
represent  her  interests  in  this  bodj^.  Trom  one 
of  these  districts,  the  fifth,  consistiDg  of  the 
connties  of  Uercer,  Gamud,  Lincoln,  Jessa- 
mine, and  Anderson,  there  were  two  gentlemen 
present,  both  claiming  a  right  to  appear  on  this 
floor.  From  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it 
was  obvious  tliat  the  anestion  of  their  right  to 
a  seat  must  be  decided  in  the  present  st^  of 
the  proceedings.  The  question  ariung  frcon 
these  oonfliotuig  dumsi  was  one  deepljr  inttf- 
esting,  not  onlj  to  their  own  iTnwiy^j^^  di»* 
tricts,  hut  to  the  State  at  large ;  so  modi  so, 
that  the  delegates  from  the  State  had  mrt  to- 
gether, and  had  deemed  R  their  duty  to  take  Uie 
lUivel  case  presented,  under  their  most  serious 
consideration.  They  had,  accordingly,  examin- 
ed the  electoral  law  of  Kentucky,  and  the  re- 
turns from  the  district  in  qaeetion,  and  had  con- 
cluded (very  contrary  to  hia  own  wishes)  to 
appoint  him  as  their  organ  to  raise  the  qnestion, 
involved  by  the  circamstanoes  these  daims, 
before  that  body. 

In  order  to  enable  Qie  Honse  to  decide  the 
oontrover^  between  these  olmnuuits,  he  wodd 
ask  the  Clerk  whether  he  had  In  hia  poisee- 
sion  any  certificates  or  other  vonchera,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  late  election,  in  the  district  from 
which  both  the  gentlemen  came  f  And,  if  he 
had,  he  would  caU  upon  the  Olerk  to  read 
them. 

The  Olbbx  replied  that  there  were  In  his  pos- 
aession  divers  papers  on  that  subject,  and,  if  it 
were  the  desire  of  the  gentleman,  they  would  be 
produced. 

(Ories  of  "  Bead  J  read  I*'  resounded  firom  all 
parts  of  the  HalL) 

The  papers  wore  accordingly  prodnoed ;  bat, 
hefbre  reading  them,  the  Cube  stated  that  they 
would  hare  been  in  his  poeeeenoa  at  an  earlier 
perio^  hot  owing  to  their  being  addressed  to 
*'the^waker4v€)l«kof  the  Honse  <rf  Bepre- 
aentativa^"  theybad  beat  |daced  in  the  brae  at 


Im,  Hutia  BMtr.  AiBM  Lov^  Okrfitopk«  ^Mopkliu, 
P.trlek  H.  Pope,  AJb«rt  Q.  HswM. 

TVmmwm.— Jtdm  B«U,  Cava  JehnioB,  Jamoi  K.  Polk, 
Dkrid  W.  BloktiuoB,  Baits  Pe/ton,  Jobn  Bklr,  Bamoel 
BnnohiLakaLeB,  imm  Standelbr,  David  Crockvtt,  John 
S.  ToTMtar,  Wintaia  M.  Ing«,  WllUmm  a  DaaUpb 

OMk— Bobtrt  T.  I^tle,  Tigiot  W«bMw,  WUltam  Alln, 
Jiemdah  Hdm,  TkauH  Huur,  Jcko  ChaMr,  Bobert 
Utehall,  J<dm  ThomMo,  Botfamia  Jobm,  WUUuh  Pattar- 
Ms,  Hmmphrar  H.  LmvIU,  Davtd  BpufUr,  Swam  IL  Bell, 
ElUba  WUttlMar.Thomaa  Ganrin,  Jowpta  Taaes,  6«mul 
V.  TlDton,  JouttbaQ  Blou*.  Awepk  H.  Gnu 

XoNMcma.— PUtonoa  TkoaH^  Hmj  A,  BoKud,  Kd- 
mrlD-TUfa. 


the  post  office  usually  ^ipropriated  to  the  Speak- 
er <^  the  House :  here  Ihey  had  remained  nntal 
late  the  night  before,  when,  there  bdng  no 
Speaker  as  yet,  he  had  taken  the  lib^ty  of 
opening  the  package,  whidi  was  postmarked 
"Lexington,"  and  which  he  ocmcliided  most 
probably  refer  to  this  matter. 

The  Clerk  was  now  abont  to  read  the  p^en, 
when, 

Ur.  WATire  rose,  and,  after  premising  his  wish 
that  it  should  be  clearly  understood  that  he 
took  no  part  in  the  controverted  cl^m,  on 
either  nde,  inquired  of  the  Clerk  whose  name 
^peared  on  the  roll  which  had  been  made  out  by 
him,  as  elected  from  the  district  in  quesUon  ? 

The  Clerk  replied,  that  the  name  on  the  roll 
was  that  of  Tbomas  F.  Moorx. 

Hi.  "SfxTm  then  resumed,  and  ei^ressed  his 
wish  that  the  individual  whose  name  liad  hem 
inserted  on  the  roll,  should  produce  and  ediibit 
his  oredenUala,  that  the  House  might  be  in  dr- 
cumstances  of  judging  of  the  vdidity  c£  his 
claim.  From  the  eaniest  period  of  our  con- 
gressional history  this  bad  been  the  usage,  and 
no  new  member  was  sworn  in  nntil  his  (a«den- 
tials  had  first  been  produced  and  examined. 
Of  lat&  a  different  course  had  been  pursued, 
probably  to  avoid  delay ;  but,  in  the  present 
instance,  there  was  an  obvious  propriety  that 
the  original  usage  should,  in  this  case,  he  reviv- 
ed, lu.  W.  sua,  ttiat  with  one  of  the  claim- 
ants he  had  no  personal  acquaintance,  with  the 
otiier  he  had,  and  oheridied  madi  r^^ard  f<Hr 
him,  and  he  did  not  wish  that  hia  ris^ts  should 
be  oranpromitted  tm  this  oooamon.  Ue  feA  hia 
present  course  to  be  a  solemn  duty—it  sprang 
from  his  heart ;  he  was  hnperatively  bound  to 
stop,  if  possible,  a  oonrse  of  proceedings  hj 
which  the  right  of  any  member  claiming  a  ae^ 
on  that  floor  might  be  contested  in  the  most 
irregular  manner.  As  yet,  be  believed  a  ma- 
jority of  the  names  on  the  roll  had  not  been  call- 
ed, and  until  that  had  been  done,  and  gentlemea 
had  answered^  although  he  saw  them  on  the 
floor  and  in  those  seats,  he  could  not  recognise 
them  as  members  oS  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives; nor,  indeed,  oould  he  do  so  ^ter  they 
had  amnmed,  untu  they  had  bem  sworn  into 
office,  as  prescribed  by  the  constitntion.  He 
submitted  it  to  the  jud^nent  of  gentlemen  pres- 
ent, whether  tSie  alA.  mode  of  oaUing  for  the 


A<Uan&— Amos  Imm,  Jouthn  UoOn^,  J  An  Gm^ 
6«oTs«  L.  Kiwuri,  Xdwnd  JL  Hsaaapa,  BrtUff  Bom, 
John  Ewlng. 

MUHMlppi.—BmTr  Cago,  Fianklln  E.  PlnnuiMr. 

IJU»oit.—Jtmeph  Dnnoaa,  Zadock  Ctnj,  CbariM  Slide 

Maiama.-<3mint  0.  Civ.  IMsn  H.  hahM,  JiAa  Mmt' 
tbr,  SamtMl  W.  Ifardli,  Joba  JIoEliBkr- 

JfiMow<— WmkiaH.AiU«7,  JoknBaU. 


SSXEGATEBb 


JfldUTM.— Lndoi  Lyon. 
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oredentials  of  diJinipg  members  was  not  the 
fit  mode  erf  aetUing  tbit  affUr. 

Hr.  AixAir  inquired  whether  he  was  to  tm- 
derstand  the  geDueman  from  Georgia  as  object- 
ing to  the  reading  of  the  papers  in  the  hanoA  of 
the  Clerk  t 

Ur.  Watni  answered  in  the  negatiTe ;  bnt 
sfud  that  he  wished  the  credentials  of  the  gentle- 
man entered  on  the  roll  ehoold  first  be  prodno- 
ed. 

Ur.  Allut  replied,  that  the  paper  about  to 
be  read  was  ^nmdj  the  docimieDt  whldh  the 
gentleman  from  <3«o^^  wanted  to  be  read. 

The  OutBX  then  proceeded  to  read,  first,  the 
envelope  which  oontuned  the  election  retoma 
of  twelve  ont  of  the  thirteen  districts  in  Ken- 
tucky, (the  rixUi  district  not  being  included,  for 
what  reason  he  was  ignorant)  The  retom  fh>m 
the  fifth  district  (the  district  now  in  qnestion) 
was  included ;  and  he  would  now  proceed  to 
read  it. 

Mr.  "Waysk  inquired  whether  it  had  been  pre- 
sented bj  the  gentleman  whoae  name  was  on 
the  rollf  as  his  credentials  t 

The  OuBK  replied  that  he  had  reo^ved  no 
paper  of  any  Mnd  fhmi  Hr.  Jixtom. 

The  Olerk  read  the  certificate  of  the  Gorem- 
or  of  Eentuckj,  accompanying  the  returns. 

Mr.  Allah  called  for  tlie  readily  of  the  certi- 
fioate  from  the  aheriflli  of  Hie  fifth  oragresnon- 
al  district. 

Hr.  Watub  objected  to  ita  being  read. 

Mr.  Allah  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  meant  to  be  understood  as  mun- 
taining  the  position,  that,  because  any  individ- 
ual had  been  enrolled  by  the  Clerk  as  a  member 
of  the  present  Congress,  that  individual  was, 
on  that  account,  entitled  to  be  aworn.  in  aa  a 
dtting  member  I 

Ur.  Wathb  aaid  that  the  pnwm  rfriiwing  to 
be  sabstatated  for  the  individual  np<ni  the  roll, 
ought  to  produce  his  credentials,  and  say  wheth- 
er those  were  the  papers  on  which  he  intended 
to  found  his  claim  to  a  seat.  If  that  were  done, 
Mr.  W.  would  be  ready  to  pass  upon  them. 

Mr.  MooBx,  of  Eentacky,  said,  that  had  he 
not  been  informed  from  varions  quarters  that 
this  movement  would  be  made,  it  would  have 

greatly  surpiised  him.  Unprecedented  as  it  is, 
e  was  prepared  to  meet  it  calmly,  and  to  sub- 
mit it  to  the  decision  of  the  House,  though  un- 
formed, and  not  having  the  power  to  give  a 
legal  decision,  as  ia  now  the  ease.  It  ia  upon 
^ffla/ieta  evidence  only,  aaid  Mr.U- that  any 
mMnber  of  this  House  ia  entitled  to  be  ewom, 
and  it  cannot  be  known  to  na,  aa  aooiutttatitm- 
al  body,  whose  election  is  to  be  contested  and 
whose  not,  until  the  House  ia  organized.  Until 
then,  there  ia  in  £aot  no  one  entitled  to  make 
each  a  motion,  and  no  one  entitled  to  decide  it, 
I  come  here  with  the  prima/aeie  evidence  <rf 
my  election,  like  the  honorable  gentiemen 
around  me.  I  have  in  my  possession  the  oerti- 
ficate  of  a  m^ori^  of  the  sheriffii,  convened  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  compare  the  polls ;  and  the 
Clerk  of  thia  House  has  received  the  same 


evidence  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Eentu<^,  that  I  am  the  representative  of  the 
fifth  congressional  district,  that  he  has  trans- 
mitted to  establish  the  clum  of  the  other  mem- 
bers from  Kentucky.  If  these  documents  are 
info^al  or  defective,  a  committee  of  this  Housts 
after  it  is  dniy  organized,  will  so  decide,  and 
until  they  do  so  decide,  and  it  is  sanctioned  by 
this  House,  I  am  as  much  entitied  to  my  seat 
as  any  member  on  this  fioor. 

I  not  <mij  have  the  prima  facts  evidence  of 
my  rig^t  to  the  seat,  but  if  ainrone,  at  a  prop- 
er period,  shall  come  tanrm  to  contest  It,  I 
shall,  I  hope,  be  prepared  to  show  that  I  am 
duly  deoted,  or  that  the  election  was  marked 
by  such  gross  irregularities,  as  ought  to  induce 
thu  House  to  refer  It  again  to  the  decidon  of 
the  people.  Nothing  bnt  a  deep  conviction  ot 
the  truth  of  what  I  have  stated,  would  have 
brought  me  here ;  and,  if  my  wishes  could  have 
controlled,  all  doubts  as  to  who  is  legally  enti- 
tied to  the  seat  would  have  been  dedded  by  the 
people  themselves,  without  troubling  this  House. 
But  as  that  appeal  to  decide  ultimate  as  well  as 
prima  Jiieu  npits  was  dedined,  I  am  left  no  al- 
tMnative  but  to  aaaert  my  rights,  and  those  of 
the  peoide  whom  I  claim  to  represent  here. 

Ever  mdined  to  pursue  that  course  which  will 
preserve  order  and  decorum  in  tliis  Hall,  and 
not  being  disposed  to  retard  the  oi^anizatiou 
of  the  House,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit  to  any 
decision  the  gentlemen  present  shall  make ;  but 
it  is  my  duty  to  do  it  with  a  proper  reservation 
of  my  righte,  and  the  rights  (tf  those  who  sent 
me  here. 

I  tiierefbre  respectfully  deny  the  right  of  any 
one  at  this  lime  to  veto  on  the  subject,  and  if  I 
am  prohibited  from  qualifying^  I  shall  protest 
afHunst  It  as  an  arbitrary  exortioii  of  powov 
which  will  form  a  most  dangerous  precedent, 
and  not  only  deprive  me  of  my  jnst  rights,  bnt 
the  people  of  the  fifth  congressional  district  of 
their  representative. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  then  prooeedecLaud 
the  election  return  of  the  fifth  dtstaicrt  of  Ken- 
tucky  was  read,*  at  the  close  cnT  which  the 
words  "the  votes  of  linooln  conn^  not  bong 
taken  into  the  account,"  occurring, 


BvAn  ov  KuTUtiJLi, 


wUeh      Moore  eUrimod  J 


V«,  Hm  mtkmlgOMi  sherllb  for  tli«  ooontlM  «f  Ibnab 
fluid,  AndanoB,  Uneolo,  uid  iTimimlnn  eoa^oriiiK  hh 
fifth  ewigiiwhwuil  district,  do  oertUV,  tiuit,  on  tks  aftwnflt 
dir  afUr  th«  flomiiiMoemeiit  ot  tlw  ut»  ooBgrewlOTil  el«0- 
tlOB  Ar  nld  dMilat  to  vlt :  cm  th«  flOth  daj  of  AngOBt,  IStt; 
mmetattlw  omzMoiM  la  Banodibnift  Hmmt  oonatr, 
•nd,  sdhMiolBc  IhuB  d^  to  dar,  mida  a  flBuflil  aempulMB 
ud  addition  St  Om  votoa  mm  polU,  tot  nid  ooBfreadoiud 
ilMtloD  for  Skid  dUMet,  utd  foood,  and  aooortUsZjr  eertuy, 
tbftt  ThomM  F.  MMm  k  dnlf  olootod  zMMMatsttra  to  CoB- 
grw  from  tho  Hid  am  aoagrMitniiil  datrict,  byamrioiUy 
ofUieouUflMlTatnofa^iartrldt 

OlVM^itor  mr  butdi,  ttis  SUt  diV    AoffMt,  IflSI. 

Tit*  nto  «f  Uaeola  floiutr  sot  torn  late  Mlenlstkm. 

JAOOB  KKLI.TB,  Dwntr  for 

JOHN  VAI8H,  BharUr  of  Aador- 

JAHiS  H  LOWS^  ]>epntr  At 

JOBS  DO  WNnra,  b.j.0. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


888 


K  OP  B.] 

Vr.  Habshall  Inquired  whiBther  Hhtaa  vords 
preceded  the  sigiiatiires  ? 

The  Clerk  replied  in  the  affirmotiTe. 

ICr,  Hoou  Inqnired  whether  fheae  worda 
-were  not  in  a  difierent  hand-vritang  from  the 
bodj  of  the  certificate  I  , 

This  also  was  answered  hy  the  Gerli^  In  the 
iffinnatiTe. 

Mr.  Ajslas  inqidred  (taming  to  Ur.  Uoosi) 
whether  it  was  intended  to  ocmtend  that  that 
part  of  the  paper  was  a  foivory  ? 
-  Ur.  ILooBZ  explained;  bnt  all  tin  wpacter 
bonld  catch,  was,  that  Mr.  IL  had  been  told 
that  the  woras  had  been  inserted  at  the  in- 
atanoe  of  Mie  of  the  sheriff^  after  tiie  idgning ; 
bnt  he  dtsclsimed  any  intention  to  impute  forg- 

Allan  proceeded.  He  now  miderstood 
that  the  paper  which  had  1>een  read,  was  the 
doonment  hy  Tirtne  of  which  the  gentleman 
who  had  jnst  taken  his  seat,  claimed  to  be  duly 
deated  to  the  present  Ooi^ess;  and  he  ad- 
mitted that  if  that  paper,  according  to  the  laws 
of  Eentaoky,  had  been  certified  and  mgned  by 
the  persons  required  to  certify  and  ngn  it,  then, 
by  toe  usages  of  that  Honse,  thegenuunan  was 
entitied,  the  prsaont,  to  be  reoogniMd  as  the 
rittfaig  member.  Bnt  a  the  paper  was  not,  in 
point  of  ftot,  a  oertiflcate  <tf  the  electoral  vote 
iji  Hit  fifth  oongreseicHial  district  of  Kmtacky, 
and  was  not  signed  by  those  persons  required 
by  law  to  sign  it,  then  it  was  a  nullity ;  and 
it  tamed  ont  that  the  individual  was  dainiing 
a  seat  on  tliat  fioOT  without  any  certificate  of 
his  election.  The  delegation  from  Kentncky 
had  compared  this  pi^r  with  the  laws  of  that 
State,  and  had  come  to  the  oonclnsion  that  the 
oertinoate  was  null  and  void :  and  fae  woold 
Iffiefly  sabmit  to  the  House  the  reasons  of  such 
oonolosion. 

The  p^er  profeased  to  oerfilQr  the  vote  of  a 
<Ustriot  catofimi  of  five  oonutiea.  By  the 
State  law,  it  was  the  dnty-of  the  sherSb  of 
these  five  counties  to  meet  together  on  a  cer- 
tain day  after  the  polls  were  closed,  to  compare 
the  votes  given  in  their  several  counties,  add 
than  np,  and  give  a  certificate  of  the  result, 
signed  by  all  of  them.  The  object  of  the  law 
oertfdnly  was  to  ascertain  who  had  a  nu^ority 
of  all  the  votes  given  in;  and  to  famish  such 
individoal  with  a  legal  oertifioate  of  Us  elec- 
tion. 

Ur.  A.  said  that  he  understood  hims^  to 
possess  the  ri^ht  of  rising,  and  presenting  the 
oiustirai  in  this  ease  to  the  Hoose.  This  was  a 
House.  VnAee  the  yUw  <tf  the  ouutitution,  it 
was  ooo^etnit  toMrfonn  taxy  act  pertoimng 
to  the  House  <tf  B^resentatives,  ai^  its  first 
duty  WS8  to  ascertain  who  were  its  own  mem- 
bers. This  was  a  representative  Qovemment 
—and  the  first  question  which  demanded  atten- 
tion was,  whether  individuals,  claiming  to  be 
representatives  of  the  people,  were  actually 
their  representatives. 

Ifr.  FosiXB  having,  by  pemUssiim  of  Mr. 
AuuTf  taken  the  flov,  pn^oaed  the  aj^Kdnt- 
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ment  of  a  Ohidrman,  to  give  aedtt  to  the  ^o- 
ceedings. 

A  member  inquired  whether  a  quonun  of  the 
House  had  answered  to  their  names? 

Mr.  FosniB  farther  orsed  the  expediency  of 
choosing  a  Ohdrman,  The  House  was  compe- 
tent to  do  this,  whether  a  quorum  had  answer- 
ed or  not ;  Jnst  as  a  number  of  gentlemen,  met 
for  any  other  buuness,  were  accustomed  to  do. 

Mr.  Eluwobth  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
1^  the  Olerk  proceed  as  usual.  Till  the  roll  was 
g(me  throng  wifli,  they  oould  not  tell  who  waa 
entitled  to  vote  for  a  Ohairman. 

Mr.  Foam  said  the  Olerk  did  not  act  as 
Ohairman;  he  only  read  a  list  he  had  made 
ont,  on  what  ground,  or  by  what  authority,  Mr. 
F.  did  not  know ;  surely  his  plaoinK  the  name 
of  a  particular  person  on  that  list  did  not  m^e 
him  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Mr.  Sfxioht  thought  it  would  be  much  better 
to  postpone  this  matter  until  the  roll  had  been 
gone  through,  the  members  qualifledf  and  the 
Speaker  chosen.  A  debate  previous  to  that 
would  only  produoe  oonfosion. 

Mj.  Ai£ur,  replied,  tiiat  if  it  were  the  eos- 
tom  vt  the  House  to  qualify  the  members  before 
the  Speaker  was  deotod,  and  the  gentlonen  from 
Eentnoky  would  acquiesce,  he  anoold  be  more 
willing  to  comply  with  this  suggestion ;  but  the 
usual  course  had  been  to  elect  a  Speaker  first, 
and  qualify  the  members  afterwards.  It  was 
known  to  every  man,  of  the  least  observation 
or  experience,  that  the  election  of  the  Speaker 
gave  a  character  to  the  House  and  a  tone  to  all 
its  proceedings ;  and  he  asked  whethw  his  State 
was  not  entiued  to  have  her  foil  and  just  repre- 
sentation upon  that  floor,  when  an  act  so  im- 
portant was  about  to  be  done  t  Surely  she  had 
a  right  to  demand  the  de(nn<ai  of  a  question  of 
eaoh  otnueqnenoe,  a  qi»Bti(m  which  went  di- 
rectly to  thM  vital  interest  of  flreemen,  the  right 
ofsuflhige.  He  adndtted  that  the  question  was 
of  a  novel  and  wmewbA  embaznsring  ehar* 
acter,  and  required  to  be  treated  with  eonsidw- 
ation ;  but  there  was  abundant  time  for  its  ex- 
amination. How  could  the  time  of  the  House 
be  occupied  more  pro^tably  than  in  putting  a 
question  of  this  ms^itude  to  rest  ?  There  was 
no  neoesuty  to  hurry  a  deoldoo.  Believing  it 
to  be  conceded  that  he  had  a  right  to  the 
floor,  he  should  now  proceed,  reqiectfolly  and 
vei^  briefly,  to  state  the  two  &tal  otgections 
which  existed  to  the  legality  of  the  pwper  which 
had  been  read  at  the  Clerk's  table.  They  were 
on  the  face  of  the  piq>er  itseUL  He  dunud  not 
go  behind  iL 

Here  Booh  requested  Jtr.  Auav  to  yidd 
the  floor  to  Urn  for  a  moment ;  but  Mr.  A.  re- 
fused, and  was  about  proceedli^  to  expldu  his 
objections  to  the  sheriff's  certificate,  when 
(having  been  spoken  to  aside  by  Mr.  Chilton) 
he  said  that  he  understood  a  proposition  would 
be  made  by  one  of  the  gentlemen  claiming  the 
seat,  and  with  a  view  to  ^ord  an  opportunity  iar 
anoh  amovement,  ba  would  readily  take  his  seat. 

Ibk  IdnoHB  pn^oaed  to  Mr.  iSooam,  that 
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they  should  both  withdr&w  until  after  the  eleo- 
'lion  fbr  Speaker  had  taken  place. 

UooBB  was  understood  as  acqoiesdng  in 
fhiapnyponl;  wherenpon, 

The  Clerk  prooeedea  to  call  the  reddne  of 
the  roll ;  when  it  appeared  that  S39  members 
were  present. 

.  Those  Beprewntalives  theeait  were  Ueesra. 
Bmora,  C^Ais,  FkAsoK,  UvHunraEBa,  Wisi, 
BnauioN,  Buuulbd^  £.  D.  Wans,  and  Plvii- 
ub;  and,  otDAtgaim,  Ifr.  Wam. 

Meetwn  ^  ^^edk«r. 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  the  election  t/l 
Speaker  of  the  Honse.  The  ballots  having  been 
oast,  yb.  Jabtib,  Ur.  Pom,  and  Mr.  0. 0.  Out. 
were  appointed  tellers ;  and,  having  ooonted 
the  votes,  reported  to  the  House  that  the  whole 
mnnber  of  ballots  were  218,  and  that  Asdbbw 
SmxaBOs;  of  Virginia,  having  received  143 
Totes^  a  nugoritjr  of  all  the  votes  ^ven  In,  was 
dn^  elected  Speaker  of  the  House. 

whereupon,  Mr.  BrBvnreoir  was  conducted 
to  the  Ohair  hj  Vi.  Wiluahs,  of  Korth  Caro- 
lina, from  whi(^  he  retimed  his  thanks^  in  the 
ibUowlng  address : 

** Gentlemen:  This  Is  the  fourth  time  th»t  too 
have  been  pleased  to  call  me  to  this  high  o2&ce. 
For  this  new  and  distiDguisbed  mark  of  your  confi- 
denoe  and  &vor,  I  pray  joa  to  accept  my  warm 
and  gratefal  acknowtedgmeats ;  and  whilst  it  will 
be  dMi^y  valued  and  cheriBbed  by  me  as  the  best 
reward  for  any  {Mt  service  that  I  may  have  ren- 
dered, it  sliall  insi^  me  with  a  seal  so  to  eondoet 
myaeU',  as  to  just^  in  some  measmw  the  oIk^  of 
my  fnendi,  and  merit  the  continoed  approbation  of 
my  eoonti^.  -  Would  to  God  that  I  was  better 
qualified  to  fulfil  the  ardnoos  daUes  of  this  Cbdr,  in 
a  manner  suitable  to  its  dignity  and  imporianoe,  my 
own  wi^ies  and  honor,  and  the  just  expectations  of 
the  Bwsfc  1%eie  are  Urn  sUtlons,  gentiemen, 
under  our  Oovemment,  either  In  relstloa  to  th^ 
eleniUon,  or  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  duties, 
more  laborious  or  responuble  thoo  that  of  Bpeaker 
of  this  House;  and  there  {nobably  has  been  no 
period  in  the  ust  history  of  our  counhy,  when  the 
dalles  of  the  Uuir  were  more  important,  or  calcu- 
lated to  impose  l^^r  responsiblflties;  than  at  the 
present  moment;  enhanoed  as  thn^  nscessarty 
must  be,  by  the  enlarged  number  of  the  House ; 
by  4ie  inoreased  mass  Us  ordinary  burfoess ; 
and  by  those  interesting  and  important  sul^ects, 
which  will,  no  doubt,  be  presented  for  considera- 
tion, and  probably  give  rise  to  deep  ptAlieal  uoite- 
ment. 

"  For  the  last  six  yeara,  my  experiuue  In  this 
Ch»ir  has  taa|^t  me,  not  only  to  know  and  feel  Its 
Tenionnbillties  utd  trials,  but  to  know  likewise  how 
difficult  and  indeed  Impossible  it  Is,  in  an  office  like 
this,  whose  dudes  must  often  l>e  discharged  amidst 
the  warmth  of  party  fiwline,  for  any  man,  wlwerar 
he  may  be,  to  free  himself  from  censure  or  give  ni^ 

aoaKfied  sitis&edon;  and  espe^jr  in  times  like 
lese,  whan  tbeaota<tf  pubHemsn  an  not  passed 
H^tly  over,  nor  any  very  dttrltabls  J«dgmsnt  pro- 
Douooed  upon  their  mottves. 

Under  tbew  eircnmstanoes,  gentlemen,  stnosrdy 
dtstrnstAd  of  mj  abi)ici«B^  both  in  titsir  ehanwtsr 


 m 
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and  extent,  I  eome  aguo,  at  your  bidding,  to  this 
high  office.  All  that  I  dare  hope  or  pcmUse,  w&l 
be,  to  proceed  In  the  path  markied  out,  and  m  tiia 
s[^t  <»  tbe  principles  which  I  laid  down  ton  m 
government  when  I  first  came  to  this  Chair,  a 
sliall  be  my  constant  and  ardent  desire  to  discharge 
my  doty  with  all  the  aliility  and  address  In  my 
power;  with  tlie  temper  and  moderation  doe  to  the 
station  and  the  House;  and  at  least wtA  a  seal  and 
fidelity  of  InteodoB,  wudi  shall  bear  me  up  under 
every  embarrassment  and  difficulty,  and  entitle  me 
to  the  approbation  of  tbe  just  and  lil>eral  perthui 
of  my  country.  But  aU  my  efforts  most  prove  un- 
anjo^  without  that  liberu  and  cordial  co-opera- 
tion which  the  House  have  heretofore  so  khidly 
extended  to  the  Ohair.  How  much  will  depsu 
upou  yourselves,  gendemen,  Indtvidually  and  od- 
iMUvely,  in  preserving  the  permanent  laws  and  mies 
ci  the  House,  and  giving  tUgnity  and  oliaraeter  to 
its  proceedings,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  at- 
tempt to  impress  on  you;  nor  is  it  needful,  I  un 
sure,  tlwt  I  should  admonish  you  of  the  ma^iitude 
of  your  trust,  or  tlie  manner  in  which  it  ought  to 
be  dUschatved.  But  this  I  will  take  occanon  to 
say,  thatifit  be  true  that  this  House  is  Justly  to  be 
regarded  as  the  great  bulwark  of  liberty  and  order  ; 
if  nere,  here  In  this  exalted  refage,  the  peoj^  are 
to  look  for  the  security  and  safety  of  their  free  in* 
stitutions,  and  to  repose  with  unlimited  confidence 
and  sJSection,  how  important,  bow  deeply  important 
Is  it,  tluit  we  prove  ourselves  worthy  wF  tbe  trust 
and  act  as  beeomes  the  represent  stives  of  a  free  and 
enlig^tenibd  nation. 
"Yes,  gentlemen,  aiUmated  by  a  virtuous  and 

Ctriotio  imI,  let  oil  our  proceedings,  I  pray  you^ 
marked  with  forbearance,  moderation,  and  digni- 
ty; let  us  diligently  and  steadfastly  pursue  those 
measures,  and  those  only,  whiob  are  best  calculated 
to  odTsnce  the  hmplness  and  ^ory  of  our  bsloved 
country,  and  rendu  that  Union  w^ph  our  fiithets 
esUbUsbed  fbr  this  protection  of  oar  liberties,  im- 
perishable and  Immmtall** 

The  Spiakib  Hbssa.  took  the  recraired  oath  to 
simport  the  Oonatitiitloii  of  the  United  States, 
w^oh  was  administered  hj  lix,  Wnxuini 
after  whidi  the  same  oath  was  admiiUsterea 
by  the  Spukxb  to  the  memliera  reipeotivdy ; 
except  that  when  Mr.  Moons- TOr  called,  it 
spewed  that  he  and  Mr.  Lrosxb  had  con- 
curred in  allowing  the  organization  of  the 
House  to  be  oompleted  bMi»e  the  anestifHi 
between  them  was  again  Tdsed,.aiid  DwtliBr  of 
them  was  rmoni. 

EUeUon  of  Olerh. 
'  TbeHonsathaii  prooeedsdtotheeleetioaaf 
Clerk  of  the  Boose,  Mr.  Pou^  Mr.  Hmr 
Ena,  and  Ifr.  Manr  being  tellers. 

Walter  B.  Fbabkuv,  <»  Pwu^lvania,  waa 
eleeted  Qerk  of  tiie  Hooae  ax  the  third  bsUot 


Tdisdat,  December  8. 

Walter  B.  IVanklEn,  Ssq.,  tiia  Clerk  elect  of 
the  House,  waa  sworn  into  offioe. 

A  message  having  yesterday  been  ree^rod 
from  the  Seaate,  stating  that  they  were  ready 
fer  tnii&eBi^  and  had  paasod  a  resolation  pro* 


DEBATES  0?  C0NGBE8S. 

EUetioK  itfSp&Joer  and  Cltri. 
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Tiding  for  the  flppcnntment  on  their  part  two 
memSers  of  a  jrant  oommittee  to  wut  npoa  tihe 
President, 

Jii.  Wasd  called  up  the  residatioo,  and  it  was 
«onoiirred  in. 

Ibesn.  Wabd  and  Speight  were  ^pointed 
memben  <tf  the  Jdnt  oonunittee  cm  the  part  of 
theHoaae. 

lb.  Adaxb  moved  that  tiie  Olerk  Infixm  the 
fienate  that  the  Hooae  was  organized,  and 
ready  to  proceed  to  boainess. 

On  motion  d  TSx,  Kabon.  oi  Yirvinia,  the 
Boose  proceeded  to  iba  electum  oi  a  Sergeant- 
at-arma. 

l£r.  KA.BON  nonunated  Thomas  Beverly  Ran- 
dolph, (8ergeant-at-arm8  to  the  last  OoiureBa.) 

Mr.  SrnaHT  nominated  William  J>.  Bt^nscHi, 
of  Virginia. 

The  House  proceeded  to  ballot,  and  Ifesara. 
ILuoN,  Wtttiawh,  and  lifABDWZLL  Were  ap- 
pointed to  ooont  t2ie  votes. 

Xr.  Hasoir  then  rqwrted  that  290  votes  had 
been  givm;  that  111  were  neoessarr  for  a 
choice;  that  Thomas  Beverly  Bandolph  had 
rec^vea  ISS  votes;  and  having  a  m^ority  of 
votes,  was  dniy  elected  Bergeant-at-arms. 

Ur.  Out  offered  a  resdlatioD,  Uiat  Ovebton 
GuB  be  appointed  Doorkeeper  to  the  Honae, 
and  William  Hcbtsb  aasi^iant  Doorkeeper; 
which  was  agreed  to  Mm.  eon. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  and  Doorkeepers  were 
■worn  into  office. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  A.  J.  Donelaon,  Esq., 
his  [Hivate  Secretary,  and  read  at  the  Clerk  a 
taUe.  [See  Senate  Frooeedings.] 


WsDHUDAT,  Deoonber  4, 
Kentucky  Election, 

Mr,  Aixur^  of  EentDoky,  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  question  of  the  contested 
eleotion  iox  the  fifth  congressional  district  of 
Kentocky,  which  was  pending  on  Monday, 
and  which  was  deferred  by  their  consent,  nntil 
organization  of  the  Hoose  should  have 
been  completed ;  that  having.now  taken  place, 
he  proposed  to  proceed  to  the  otmnderation 
of  ue  sabjeot.  [A  gentleman  from  Alabama 
(Mr.  HoKuoit)  rose.]  ID*.  A.  oonld  not  on 
snoh  an  oooasioii  imve  his  ri^t  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  llol&HLn  said;  I  rite  to  aqoesUoa  of 
order.  There  is  no  distinot  qnestioD,  that  I  am 
aware  o^  at  present  befm  the  House. 

The  Spkaxkb  said  that  both  the  genUemen 
daiming  the  dispated  seat,  had  agreed  to  defer 
the  question  of  right  to  it  tmtil  the  oiganiza- 
tion  of  the  House  should  be  oompIetM,  and 
that  having  been  done,  he  conceived  the  gentle- 
man from  Eentnoky  (Mr.  Axuv)  was  not  in- 
fringing upon  the  order  of  the  House  in  oaUlog 
their  consideration  to  the  snl^eot. 

[A  dlsoas^on  thm  took  place  Id  wfalcb  Kessrs. 
Alhn,  GbOtOB,  BflBworth,  Beardsley,  Polk,  Ward- 
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well,  HcKinUy,  Burgea,  and  ICeKsnniii,  took  part; 
and  wUeh  oonsamedthe  dtting.] 


Tbdbbdat,  December  6. 
KnUiueby  EUaien, 

The  HooBO  then  reinmed  tiie  ocmrideration 
the  contested  eleetion  between  lb,  T.  P. 
Moore  and  Mr.  Letcher. 

Mr  Habddi  thought,  from  what  he  had  heard 
on  the  preceding  day,  that  many  gentlemen  had 
felt  embarrassed,  owing  to  the  question  not 
being  before  the  House  in  a  taiigil>le  fbnn. 
He  wonld  offer  two  resolutions,  the  o^ecfe  vS 
which  was  to  obviate  this  dlffloolty. 

The  resolntioQS  were  then  read,  and  being 
amended,  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

J2mo/m(^  That  the  Committee  <tf  Elections,  wbiw 
appointed,  inquire  and  report  to  the  House  who  is 
the  member  diBoted  from  uie  fifth  congrearioDsl  dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Kentucky;  and,  until  the  com- 
mittee sbftll  report  is  herein  required, 

Retolvd,  That  neither  Tbomss  P.  Moore  nor 
Rotwrt  P.  Letcher  shall  be  qualified  as  the  member 
from  said  district, 

Ruolted.  further^  That  the  Committee  of  Eteo- 
tioos  shsll  be  reqnind  to  reodve  asarideiioe  «U  die 
■ffldarits  and  depodtions  wUch  may  have  been 
heretofore,  or  wmch  may  hereafter  be  taken  by 
either  of  the  parties,  on  due  notice  haring  been 

Sren  to  the  adverse  party  or  his  agenti  and  report 
e  same  to  the  Hooss. 


MoNDAT,  December  9. 

Eloetion  iff  Cftaplairi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GsEmnLL,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Section  of  Ohaplain  on  the  pari 
of  the  House;  wUoh  resulted  in  the  chwx 
of  the  Bev.  Tsoiua  H.  Srooxrozr. 


TnssiaT,  December  10. 

Death  ^Mr.  Sbiffkton. 

lb.  Fxnnam  stated  that  he  held  in  his  hand 
certain  resolntlons,  which  be  would  re^MOt- 
fUly  ask  leave  to  offer  for  adoption  by  the 
House.  He  believed  that  it  had  always  been 
castomary  for  the  House  to  adopt  suitabto  trib- 
utes  of  respect  to  its  deceased  members.  The 
South  Oarolina  delegation  had  heard,  witit  deep 
regre^  of  the  death  of  their  oolleagne,  the 
honorable  Thomas  D.  SmaLsroir,  and  it  was 
hb  painful  duty  to  communicate  tiiat  moumfhl 
information  to  the  House.  He  died  at  Kaleigh, 
whilst  on  hiB  journey  to  the  O^itol,  whit£er 
be  was  hastuusg  to  assome  his  seat,  and  to 
discha^  hia  dntua,  aa  a  member  of  this  body. 
It  was  a  sonroe  of  ^atefiil  oonsolati«i  to  his 
oolleagnes  to  learn,  as  they  bad  done,  that  he 
reoeived  every  possible  attention  duriog  hit 
illness  from  the  kindness  and  hmnanity  the 
citizens  of  Baleigh,  and  that  the  Legislatare  of 
Nwth  OaroUiut,  in  a  BMiuwr  equally  InnonUe 
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to  him  and  to  themeelTes,  had  erinoed  their 
respect  for  his  public  ofaarsoter  and  private 
Tirtaea,  by  attenung  hU  remans  to  the  tomb. 

It  was  trae  that  the  deceased  had  not  had  it  in 
his  power  to  iq)pear  and  qnalify  as  a  member 
of  the  House.  Bat  as  it  was  well  known  that 
he  was  a  representative  elect,  and  that  he  died 
whilst  in  ibo  very  act  of  maavroABg  to  reach 
this  eify.  he  owtainly  deserved  ereiy  testi- 
m<»ial  ox  re^ieot  to  which  he  would  hare  been 
entitled  if  he  had  actnallj  qualified,  and  might 
jnstiy  be  considered  as  having  literally  &lien 
m  the  discharge  of  his  dniies  and  in  the  service 
of  his  coontr;-.  It  was  the  fortnne  of  Mr.  P. 
to  have  had  bat  a  slight  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  deceased — ^bnt  that  acqaaintance, 
slight  as  it  was,  was  saffident  to  impress  him 
with  a  high  respect  for  his  intelligence  and  vir- 
tues as  a  man,  and  with  a  deep  conviction  of  his 
exalted  parity  and  devotion  as  a  patriot.  He 
wonld  not  detain  the  Honse,  however,  with  any 
thing  like  a  r^inlar  ealogy  of  his  departed 
oollmgtie.  To  those  who  knew  him,  H  wonld 
be  entirely  nnneoesssDry— to  those  who  did 
not,  it  might  prove  nninteresttng.  It  would  be 
saffioient  therefore,  to  say,  thathewasendnently 
honored  and  beloved  by  Ms  oonstitnentL  amongst 
whom  he  poBsesaed,  as  he  deserved,  almost  nn- 
Moalled  popularity  and  influence;  and  that 
wnilst  his  de^  inflicts  a  deep  wound  and  an 
irreparable  loss  upon  his  immediate  relations 
and  friends,  it  may  well  be  regarded  also  as  a 
pnblio  ealunity  to  bis  particmar  district,  and 
will  assuredly  be  a  snbjeot  of  r^ret  to  the 
pe<^le  of  his  State  in  gmeral.  Under  these 
oiToiunstance&  he  propwed  that  the  House 
dumld  pay  a  beoonung  tribnte  to  bis  memory 
— weU  Knowing  that  it  was  not  only  in  eon- 
fwildty  with  tlw  naages  ot  the  Honae  upon 
llar  occasions,  bnt  that  it  could  not  be  bestowed 
on  a  more  worthy  man,  on  a  pnrer  patriot ;  a 
man,  of  whom  all  who  cnew  nim  concurred  in 
sayingthatbiB private lifo was  abeautiftilezem- 
plmcation  of  every  Christian  virtue,  and  that, 
as  a  politician  and  a  patriot,  be  nniforraly  ex- 
hibited an  ardent  attachment  to  the  rights  of 
tiie  people,  and  to  the  great  cause  of  oonstita- 
tioiul  liberty.  With  these  few  remarks,  which 
he  had  felt  it  bis  duty  to  submit,  in  Jnstioe  to 
the  duu^Roter  of  one  whose  memory  deserved  a 
fir  better  tribute  than  any  he  ooold  otttt^  he 
now  proposed  the  foUowing  resolutions  fw 
ttie  ooBdaeraiimi  of  the  House : 

JUtotv«d,  That  this  House  has  reoelvedwith  deep 
regret  the  melancholy  IntelUgenee  of  the  death  of 
the  honorable  Thomas  J>.  SufOLROir,  a  representa- 
tive elect  from  tbe  Btate  of  Booth  Carolina. 

ItMolved,  That  this  House  tender  the  expresstoa 
of  their  sympathy  to  tlw  rdatives  of  tbe  deoeased, 
on  this  mooiiifiil  cvMit;  and  that,  in  testtmony  of 
theit  ngpst  iior  Us  loM,  and  respect  for  Us  nsmory, 
the  OMmbeti  wUl  wear  enve  on  ths  Idk  am  for 
thirty  days. 

The  rsKdndoos  were  passed  unanimously. 
Ibr.  Pnoanr  then  MM  that,  as  he  understood 
it  to  be  GUtomarji  la  oaMs  of  this  .kind,  to 


Ml 


(H.  or  B. 

move  an  adjournment  of  the  House,  he  would, 
as  an  additional  token  of  respect  to  tiie  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  move  that  the  House  do 
now  B^oum. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ; 

And  the  House  thereupon  ac^oumed. 


Fbid^t,  December  18. 
Sani  ^  the  United  Stmim. 

The  Spxaekb  presented  a  manorial  from 
Meeus.  Gilpin,  Sullivan,  Wager,  and  Mo- 
Etderry,  Govemmott  directors  of  the  Bank  cX 
the  United  States,  stating  (as  the  Speaker  an-  • 
nounoed)  oertain  miditers  in  rdation  to  the  eoo- 
duot  of  that  InstitutiOT. 

Ur.  Polk  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Oonunittee  of  Ways  and  Heans. 

Hr.  Aboheb  had  not  the  slightest  wish  to 
^ve  this  psjwr  any  flnal  dispoiAtion  which 
should  take  it  out  of  tbe  liands  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee.  But  suppose  the  House  should 
determine  that  the  Secretary's  letter  on  tbe 
deposits  should  go  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  would  the  gentleman  deure  this  pf^>er 
to  take  a  difierent  course  t  As  to  calling  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  Ur.  A.  said  the  gentleman 
ought  to  know  him  too  weU  to  simpose  that  the 
yeas  and  nays  bad  any  terror  far  him.  He 
moved  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  taUe,  and 
print  it 

Mr.  Poix  demanded  ih»  yeas  and  ni^  <mi 
tbe  motion ;  which  woe  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  on  lining  the  memorial  for  the  present 
on  the  table,  stood— Teas  107,  nays  119. 

So  the  House  refhsed  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

On  the  question  on  printing,  the  yeas  were 
140,  and  the  nays  4  So  it  was  ordered  that 
the  memorial  be  printed. 

The  question  fieing  then  put  on  referring 
tbe  memorial  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Om  state  <tf  the  Union,  the  veas  were  00, 
and  the  n^fs  188.  The  memoriu  was  then  re- 
ferred to  ue  Oomndttee  of  Wi^s  anft  Ueana. 


WBDnnaDAT,  December  18. 

Bank  qf  the  United  Statet. 

iCr.  Bnrmr  presented  the  following  mmh 
rial  from  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States: 

To  the  Smote  aitd  Bmn  of  SwrtmttuUtM  of  (At 

The  Board  <tf  IMrectoTs  of  die  Baek  (J  tbe  VnUed 
States  respectfoUy  represent — 

That,  by  the  cliarter  of  the  bank,  U  was  stipu- 
lated between  t)ie  Congress  of  the  United  States  and 
tbe  itockholden  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  BUtes, 
that  hi  ooD^deraUon  of  a  fuU  equivalent  rendered 
by  them,  in  mooOT  and  serriees,  they  were  entitled 
to  the  eostody  of  the  pubUc  monsys,  wlddi  were 
not  to  be  withdrawn  frmn  it,  unless  for  reasons,  irf 
the  snffideooy  of  whidi  Congress,  and  Congress 
aloMi  vaa  the  final  Judge. 
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That  tbfl  bank  hti  in  all  things  fUtUbllr  per> 
formed  the  sdpulationa  of  the  duutflr. 

NeTerthelesB,  siQce  the  adjournment  of  Congresa, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treuury  has  issued  ao  order, 
OD  the  26th  of  September  bat,  withdraa-ing  from 
Uie  poBses^on  of  the  bank,  the  custom-house  bonds 
deposited  therein,  and  baa  subceqnentlj  transferred 
into  certain  State  banks  a  larse  portion  of  the  pnb- 
Be  moneys,  ttien  In  the  safe-keeping  of  tlw  mnk, 
iriUi  die  purpose  of  making  them  lienafter  tiM  per- 
manent depodtoriea  of  the  pubUc  revenne. 

The  Board  of  Directora  therefore  deem  It  their 
dnt7  forthwith  to  apprise  jom  honorable  bodies 
of  this  notation  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the 
■to^oldera,  and  to  aak  sooh  redreaa  therefbr,  as 
to  joat  tense  of  justioe  may  seem  proper. 
Bt  order  of  the  Board: 

K.BIDDLB, 
PrMidM  Am*  tT.  S. 
FHiuoKLPKia,  Deo.  9,  1888. 

Hr.  BimncT  moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid 
on  ^6  table^  and  printed. 

Hr.  Polk  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Muia,  and  donanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  m  the  motion  toe  ]s!/ing  it  vgm 
the  table. 

The  qneetion  recarring  np<ni  laying  It  upon 
the  table,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and 
reenlted  u  follows Yeas  80,  nays  136. 

Hi.  Poix'b  moti(Hi  for  its  reference  to  the 
.Gomndttee  of  Tfafs  tod  Ueans  being  about  to 
be  put — 

lb.  Omtnnr  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  in- 
■troctiona  to  the  committee  to  bring  in  a  joint 
rewdntion  ordering  the  Secretary  to  re^podt 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  tbs  poblio 
moneys  whiolL  lij  liia  ordw,  have  bean  removed 
fltan  that  Institntion. 

[ASet  an  extended  ^eedt  ftom  Mr.  Otdlton,  tiie 
vote  wu  taken  and  the  memorial  reflnred  to  the 
OHonlttee  of  Waya  and  Xeana.] 


THUBSDaT,  Deoembw  19. 

SmmoveaqfPuiUe  Dtipotitt, 

The  Honse  resumed  the  oonslderation  of  the 
notion  to  refer  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasnry*s 
report  on  the  depodta  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Heans ;  uid  the  qnestion  being  npon  the 
motion  of  Mr,  HoDomi  to  add  to  the  motion 
for  referenoe  the  fi^wing  Inatractloa  to  fbe 
econmittee: 

''Whhlaatniotions  to  report  a  j^^t  reMdotlon, 
pnMding  that  the  publlo  revenae  liereafter  collect- 
ed ihall  be  depodted  in  the  Bank  the  United 
Statea,  in  oompiianoe  vith  the  pidolio  fU(h»  hedged 
by  the  charter  of  the  said  bank.** 

Mr.  ICoDuFFn  said :  Hr.  Speaker,  I  shall  now 
proceed,  i^,  to  state  the  reasons  whioh  have 
Indnoed  me  to  submit  the  resoIaticHi  jost  read. 
In  striot  jastioe,  I  believe  that  it  is  due  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  that  the  pnbUc 
money  taken  from  its  vaults  stioold  Iw  restor- 
ed; bat  OS  thia  would  now  add  greatly  to  the 
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embarTaaameiit  and  dntreaa  at  tiie  eranmoni^, 
I  have  oonfined  my  resolntioa  to  the  revwno 
hereafter  to  be  collected,  leaving  it  to  the  Jas- 
tioe of  OongresB  to.indemoUy  the  bank  for  anj 
loss  it  may  sostain  by  the  vi(datjon  of  its  char* 
tered  rights.  I  believe  that  we  are  under  the 
most  solemn  obUgaticms  to  adopt  this  measoro 
-—oblif^Uions  founded  in  the  hi^ert  cuiaidem- 
tions  of  public  joBtioe,  Righted  fiatii,  and  polit- 
ioal  expediency. 

The  whole  pnbUc  treasnre  of  the  United 
States  has  been  removed  from  the  duKi^toiy 
establiahed  by  law.  by  an  arbitraiy  ana  lawless 
exennae  of  i^ecative  power.  I  affirm  that  the 
aot  has  been  done  by  the  President  of  tho 
United  States,  not  only  withont  legal  authority, 
bat  I  might  alao  say,  in  contempt  of  the  aathor- 
ity  of  Congrees. 

We  were  told  by  the  President,  in  his  an- 
nual Hessage — and  tdd  witb  great  gravity — 
that  the  Sectary  of  the  Treaeaiy  had  deemed 
it  expedient  to  remove  the  depoiuts  from  tho 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he,  (the 
President,)  approving  of  the  reasons  of  the  Seo* 
rotary,  acquiesced  in  the  measure.  Now,  nr, 
I  do  not  mean  to  charge  tlte  President  of  the 
United  States  with  stating  to  Ooogresa  what  is 
not  the  &ot  aooording  to  his  view  of  the  aab- 
Jeot~bnt  I  nndertake  to  assert  broadly,  that  the 
Secretuy  <tf  the  Treasaiy  did  not  remove  Iho 
deposita,  bat  that,  to  all  legal  and  rational  in- 
tents and  purposes,  the  removal  was  made  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  agunst  the 
opinion  and  will  of  the  officer  to  whom  the 
power  of  removal  was  intmsted  by  law.  Ttui^ 
then,  is  the  great  legal  and  constitntional  qoes- 
tion  which  we  are  now  to  determine^  Who  is 
it  that  has  removed  the  public  treasure  from 
the  de^odtory  established  by  law,  and  by  wbu% 
authority  has  the  aot  been  done  I 

I  m^ntain  that  the  President  of  the  United 
^tes  is  the  author  of  this  whole  prooeedinA 
and  shall  proceed  to  show  that,  notwithBtand- 
ing  the  devices  by  whioh  thia  aasonnitioa  of  pow- 
er is  covered  over  and  diseoised,  he  has  **  as- 
sumed the  responsibility,"  or,  more  ptaptAy 
spea^ng,  usurped  the  power  of  removing  the 
deposits.  I  presume  that,  on  this  point  at  least^ 
the  word  of^  the  President  will  be  rwarded  by 
all  parties  as  oonduMve  evidence  fH  Ms  agener 
in  the  business.  Fortnnatdy  the  antiior  and 
the  reasons  of  this  measure  are  not  left  to  oon- 
Jectnre,  but  are  openly  disoloeed  to  the  wwld 
m  a  printed  manifesto ;  and  from  what  has  oo- 
curred  in  the  other  branch  of  the  L^islatareb 
we  are  now  authorised  to  consider  that  mani- 
feeto  as  an  official  document,  containing  the  rea- 
■ODS  on  wUeh  the  Preaidant  of  the  United  States 
—aot  the  Secretaiy  cf  the  Treasary— ordwed 
the  removal  of  the  pahUo  d^KMdta.  IVom  that 
dooument  I  propose  to  read  a  £&w  aeotiaieeL 
which  are  pofectly  oonduaive  of  the  agoiey  ot 
the  Prewdentia  this  measnre.  After  string  tho 
various  reasons  whidi  rendered  it,  in  his  opin- 
ion, expedient  to  remove  the  depouta,  the  Roa-> 
ideni  prooeedstoadd:  "From  sU  these  ooi»> 
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uderatioDB,  the  President  thinks  thst  the  State 
banks  ought  to  be  immediately^  employed  in  the 
oolleotioa  and  diabanement  of  the  pnblio  reve- 
nne,  and  th«  flmda  now  in  the  Bank  of  tha 
CTnlted  States  drawn  out  with  all  ocwTeiuant 
de^toh."  Then,  towards  the  ooncluaion  of 
the  dooomoit,  he  uya:  "The  Fnaident  a^n 
repeats,  that  he  begs  his  cabinet  to  oonnder  the 
proposed  measore  as  his  own,  in  snppwt  of 
which  he  i^all  require  no  one  of  them  to  make 
ft  saorifloe  of  0[diuott  or  prindple.  Its  respon- 
sibility haa  been  assnmed,  after  the  most  ma- 
tnre  deliberation  and  refleotltm."  And,  finally, 
we  have  his  decree  formally  annoonoed  in  these 
ImperatiTe words:  "Under these connderations, 
he  feels  that  a  measure  so  important  to  the 
American  people  cannot  be  commenced  too 
Boon ;  and  he  uierefore  names  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  as  a  period  proper  for  the  ohange 
oi  tiie  depoHts,  or  soraer,  provided  the  neoes- 
sarr  arrwgements  with  the  State  banks  can  be 
nude.** 

Such,  sbv  is  the  attthoritatiTe  language  of  the 
Freiident  «f  the  United  States,  and  I  submit  to 
any  man  capable  of  onderBtanding  the  obvions 
import  of  plidn  words,  to  say  wheuier  the  Chief 
Ua^ta'ate  does  not  openly  avow — ^while  reoog- 
niriog  the  exclnuve  right  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  ^n^asQiy— that  he  assnmea  the  responmbil- 
ity  and  nsurpa  the  power  of  reooaorli^  the  pnb- 
lio  deposits^ 

And  what,  pray,  was  the  emergency  that 
ocmstnuned  the  I^mdait,  only  sixty  days  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  OoiwresBi  to  interfere  wiUi 
the  dniies  of  anotiber  iMaWt  and  ainime  ft  re- 
q^onriUUty  that  did  not.bel<mg  to  him  I  It 
would  seem  from  the  doenmoit  to  which  I  have 
already  r^erred,  that  nothing  ooold  be  more 
painful  to  the  Fiesident  than  the  necessity  of 
exercising  this  power.  We  have  here  a  strik- 
ing exemplifioatioa  of  the  extraordinary  degree 
in  which  public  men  deceive  themselves,  as 
well  as  others,  as  to  the  motives  by  which  tiiey 
are  actuated  in  aBsnming  power,  pwticnlarly 
the  highest  acts  of  execntive  power.  Instances 
of  the  same  relnctant  assomption  power  are 
not  rare  in  history.  It  ia  onriona  to  read,  as 
ft  commentary  on  hia  prooee^ngs,  the  strong 
terms  in  whim  the  President  regrets  the  neoes- 
rity  <tf  vhftt  heoonid  have  so  easily 

avoided,  "iJiePrecAdentwoald  have  fdt  him- 
self relieved  from  a  heavy  and  painful  responsi- 
l^ty,  if  in  the  charter  of  the  bank,  Congress 
had  resOTved  to  itself  the  power  of  directing  at 
its  pleasure,  the  public  money  to  be  elsewhere 
deposited,  and  had  not  devolved  that  power 
exoiosivety'* — ^not  on  the  President — ^no,  sir, 
bat  "on  the  Executive  dq>artmenta I"  And 
again :  "  Althongh,  according  to  the  frame  and 
principle  of  onr  Government,  the  deoidon  would 
seem  more  properly  to  beloi^  to  the  Legislative 
power,**  very  sound  repoUioan  doctrine  this — 
"  yet,  as  the  law  has  imposed  it"-H)ot  npui  the 
Fnsidentt  but  "  upon  the  Ezeontive  depert- 
mat,  the  doty  onjmt  to  be  lUthflilfy  and  firmly 
met."  "  It  woofi  m  become  the  JEzeootiTe 
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branch  (tf  the  Government  to  shrink  from  any 
duty  which  the  law  imposee  Qp<m  it,  and  fix 
upon  others  the  responsibility  which  belongs  to 
imit"  Now,  at  length,  the  idea  is  presented 
to  OS  in  ft  new  aspect,  emerging  from  tiie  stud- 
ied ambiguity  of  "  executive  departments  and 
executive  branches,"  and  we  have  it :  "  "While 
the  President  anxiously  wishes  to  abstain  from 
the  exercise  of  donbtftil  powers^  and  to  avoid 
interference  with  the  rights  and  duties  of 
others,  he  most  yet,  with  unshaken  constancy, 
discharge  his  own  obligations."  So  it  would 
seem  that  the  President  has  exercised  this  pow- 
er from  the  e^eer  necessity  of  the  case — a  ease 
of  great  public  emergency,  that  admitted  of  no 
del^ — and  that  he  has  assumed  this  high  re* 
sponnlHlity  with  ^e  utmost  pain  and  leloo' 
tance  f  To  he  sure,  sir^  eveiyhody  knows  that 
execntive  power,  espeoiaUy  uiat  high  order  of 
aeimlive  power  wluoh  rises  above  the  law,  is 
dways  assumed  with  great  and  unfeigned  re- 
luctance. It  would  have  been  exceedingly 
p^nftil  to  CsBsar  to  be  constrained  to  assume  the 
kingly  office ;  bnt  Oesar  put  by  the  crown.  It 
was  no  less  piunful,  as  it  would  seem,  to  Rich- 
ard the  Third  to  accept  the  bloody  crown  of 
his  murdered  relatives,  when  urged  upon  him 
by  the  clamor  of  his  own  partisans,  and  by  his 
own  procurement;  but,  like  the  I^esident,  he 
could  not  reust  the  call  of  his  oonntiymen,  say- 
ing, as  Shakspeare  has  it : 

"  I  am  not  nMd*  of  stMM, 
But  TMMtisUe  to  oar  klikt  MttreatlM, 
Albeit  agalnrt  mj  oMHMtuw  aad  jbj  bbvL" 

Of  all  the  difficulties  I  have  cvct  enconntered 
in  deciphering  any  doonment,  the  greatest  is 
that  of  ascertaining  the  ground  upon  which  the 
power  of  removing  the  deponta  has  been  as- 
sumed by  the  President.  What  does  that  doe* 
ument  import  t  Does  it  dum  the  power  «f  re- 
moving the  deponts  as  helon^ng  to  the  Fre^ 
dent  ?  Does  it  admit  the  power  to  exist  in  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  f  Does  it  imply  that 
the  removal  is  the  act  <^  the  President  or  of 
the  Secretary  ?  With  the  utmost  exertion  vt 
my  humble  powers  of  interpretation,  I  have 
been  unable  to  decide.  I  have  been  bo  much 
struck  with  the  resemblance  between  the  am- 
biguons  titie  to  the  crown  set  forth  by  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  England,  and  that  set  up  by  the 
President  to  remove  the  public  deposits,  that  I 
could  not  resist  the  temptation  of  looking  into 
Hume  for  the  record  of  the  former  document, 
preserved  by  the  hisbnian  as  a  rare  meoimen 
of  tiie  perspiooity  with  wl^  men  speu  when 
tb^  ftttonpt  to  Jostify  the  iisnipati<m  of  pow- 
er. It  is  in  these  worn: 

"  In  the  name  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 
I,  Henry  of  Lancaster,  ebsUenge  this  rewme  of 
YDdaode,  and  the  crown,  with  aSl  the  mtimbres, 
sod  the  appurteoascefl ;  also  I  that  am  desceodlt  by 
right  line  of  the  blode,  coming  from  the  Oude  King 
Henry  therde,  and  throge  that  right  that  God  of 
his  grace  hath  BeDtme,vitbhd|Mof  Kyuaadof  my 
fHendes  to  reoorer  !t;  the  vUdi  rewmo  was  in 
poynt  to  be  ondone  bv  d^nt  of  governance,  and 
ondoying  of  the  Ooda  laws." 
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Here,  sir,  is  the  title  of  Henry  IV.  to  the 
crown  of  England,  and  there  is  the  title  of  the 
I^ident  to  the  power  of  remoTing  the  depos- 
its. I  will  not  undertake  to  decide  wliion  is 
the  more  perspiouoos  document,  but  will  leave 
it  to  be  decided  bj  those  who  have  mora  aUH 
In  Buoh  oompariBons  tiian  I  have. 

Sir,  it  ia  too  apparent  to  be  disguised  hj  these 
bungung  devices  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  the  officer  by  whose  sole  and 
despotic  will  the  deposits  have  been  removed 
from  the  Bank  of  tjie  United  States.  He  alone  is 
the  responuble  agent  in  this  transaction.  It  is 
an  utter  perversion  of  langoage  to  say  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  nas  removed  the  de- 
posits. It  is  absolutely  false;  (I  speak  in  a 
legal  sense ;)  he  had  no  more  agency,  moral 
or  legal,  than  the  iron  pen  by  wliich  the  or- 
der of  removal  was  written.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  remove  the  deports  I  He  refused 
to  remove  uiem  1  and  has  pud  the  penalty  of 
bis  honest  independence,  by  being  discarded 
from  office. 

Is  this  to  be  gotten  over  and  evaded  by  pro- 
ducing an  ordws^ned  bythe  present  Se(»retary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  aaying,  **  Here  is  proof  con- 
dudve  that  the  removal  of  the  deposits  ia  not 
the  act  of  the  Prendentt"  Shall  we  close  onr 
eyes  to  the  true  origin  and  character  of  this  or- 
der ?  Shall  we  not  look  back  beyond  it  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  given,  and 
the  real  agency  by  whicb  it  was  produced  t 

In  what  manner,  and  for  what  purpose,  was 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  brougbt 
into  oflBoe  t  Sir,  he  came  into  office  throo^^  a 
breach  in  the  ooiutitattoa :  and  his  vwj  ap- 
poinbnent  was  the  means  <h  violating  the  law 
and  the  pubHo  £aith.  He  was  brought  into  his 
]vesent  statiim  to  be  the  instnunent  of  ezeontive 
nsurpation.  And  yet,  dr,  beoanse  bis  name  is 
attached  to  the  order,  we  are  gravely  told  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  removed  the  de- 
posits I  It  is  an  insult  to  the  common  sense  of 
the  nation  to  say  so.  This  officer  was  made  to 
do  it  by  the  President,  who  had  no  more  right 
to  remove  the  public  treasure  than  I  have. 

Sir,  shall  we  be  told  that  the  President,  from 
the  bare  fact  of  his  ^pointing  men  to  office,  has 
a  right  to  aasome  to  himself  all  the  powers 
conferred  npon  than  by  law  I  He  ^tpoints 
the  Federal  jnd^  Let  oa  aappoae  that  theao 
Judges  h<dd  their  offices  the  tennre  cfexem- 
Uve  pleasure ;  and  that  when  some  State  pris- 
ons should  be  under  trial,  the  President  should 
say  to  the  presiding  judge — ^the  chief  justice, 
for  example—"  Oondenm  that  man,"  or,  as  the 
tyrant  Kiohard  Mud,  "I  wish  the  bastards 
dead."  If  the  chief  justice  should  refuse  to 
obey  this  executive  order,  and  olum  the  right 
of  Jud^ng  for  hunsel^  would  the  Prendeut  be 
anthonKed  to  dismiss  him  from  office  ?  Would 
he  have  a  right  to  tear  off  the  mnine  from  his 
•boulders,  and  place  it  upon  a  mere  instnunent) 
who  would  do  the  dead  of  blood  ?  Why  not, 
-airf  It  would  be  peifeotly  jutifiable,  aocOTd- 
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ipg  to  the  logic  by  whicb  the  present  usurpa- 
tion is  attempted  to  be  justified. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  only  snb- 
stantial  ground  asngued  by  the  Sectary  for 
the  removal  of  the  deposits.  B  is  a  ground 
wMoh,  if  it  were  true  in  point  of  fiut,  wonld  be 
entitlea  to  the  conrideratioa  of  the  Honse.  tt 
is  all^;ed  that  the  unusual  and  unnecessary 
curtailment  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
fnm  the  Ist  of  August  till  the  Ist  of  October, 
had  prodaoed  sooh  extratrive  embarrassment  in 
the  commercial  community,  as  to  render  it  ab^ 
solutely  necessary  for  him  to  act  so  promptly 
in  the  business,  that  he  could  not  even  wut 
nntil  Congress  ^oold  again  be  in  sesnon.  If 
this  were  true — if  it  can  be  shown  that  the 
bank  has  pursued  an  unusual  and  nqjustifiable 
course  in  curtailing  its  discounts  to  oppress  the 
communis,  this  would  certainly  be  a  reascm  d 
ctmaiderable  weight,  justifying  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Beeretaiy  of  the  Tnamirj, 

Bnt  what  are  the  fiwtsV  We  are  told  that 
from  the  1st  of  August  to  the  1st  of  October, 
the  bank  reduced  ite  loans  to  the  enormous 
amount  of  between  six  and  seven  millions  of 
dollars;  whereas,  in  truth,  the  bank  in  thi^ 
period  reduced  its  discounts  only  one  miUicm 
ten  thousand  dollars  I  I  repeat,  sir,  that  the 
discounts  of  the  bank— I  speak  technically— 
were  reduced  only  to  this  extent ;  and  the  whole 
amount  of  the  reductions  in  all  the  operations 
of  the  ban^  induding  the  domestic  bills  pur- 
chased, (which  are  not  loans,)  was  little  more 
than  four  millions  of  dollars ;  and  yet  we  have 
been  officially  informed  by  the  Secretary  ihtA 
the  xednoti(»u  of  the  bank,  <w,  to  use  his  peea- 
liar  language,  ita  "  oolleotuHis  fam  the  00m- 
munity,"  have  amounted,  in  two  months,  to 
upwards  of  six  millions  ta  dollars.  It  is  worth 
while,  sir,  to  look  a  littie  more  minutely  into 
the  process  by  which  the  Secretary  reaches  this 
financial  result.  The  sum  of  $6,884^000,  set 
down  as  the  precise  amount  of  ^e  curtulment, 
is  made  up  by  adding  to  the  discounts  proper, 
and  domestic  bills  of  exchange  purchased,  the 
increase  of  the  public  deposits  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  two  millions.  Kow,  sir,  whether  we 
consider  the  Secretary  as  using  the  technical 
language  of  banking,  wthe  language  of  common 
sense,  I  cannot  bnt  regard  thu  as  a  gross  at- 
tempt to  in^Mse  upon  the  oommmiity.  What 
does  it  amonnt  to  I  That  Ihe  increase  d  tha 
pnblio  deposits  is  equivalent  to  a  reduction  of 
the  discounts  of  the  bank.  In  other  words,  tiia 
bank  is  condemned  for  not  extending  its  dis- 
oonnts  by  lending  ont  the  Government  deporita^ 
when  the  Government  was  notoriously  making 
arrangements  to  remove  these  deposits.  Tes^ 
the  bank  that  has  been  denounced  for  ex- 
tending ita  discounts  at  a  period  of  great  com- 
mercial embarrassment — the  bank  that  had  on 
that  very  ground  been  charged  with  uring  ita 
fimds  to  control  the  elections — ^that  very  bank 
is  now  denounced  from  the  same  quarter,  bo- 
oaose^  when  the  publlo  depoeits  were  about  to 
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lie  removed  by  a  lawless  ezendse  (tf  power,  it  did 
not  extoid  its  lUsBoimtB  vwm  the  niUi  of  those 
deponts.  Can  any  thing  be  more  oharaeteristio 
of  ^»  capri<nons  despotism  ezercUed  over  the 
bank  I  Tbe  direotors  of  the  bank  would  have 
deserved  to  be  cashiered,  if  they  had  not  provid- 
ed for  the  approaching  rtorm,  by  preparing  to 
deliver  np  the  public  deposits,  instead  of  lend- 
ing them  ont  onder  the  existing  oircumstances. 

I  will  now  proceed,  sir,  to  consider  that  charge 
agidnst  the  bank  which  is  the  real  moving  cause 
<«  tide  persevering  and  relentless  perseonbon.  It 
is,  as  the  Ezeoative  e:q)resee8  it,  that  the  bank 
"has  attempted  to  aeqidre  pt^acal  power**— a 
oharge  imsiown  to  any  oode  of  law,  moral  or 
politieal,  and  of  that  fsarM  TagnenoBB  which 
btdioates  the  arbitrary  spirit  hi  which  it  origi- 
nates. The  first  speciflation  under  this  charge 
is  founded  on  a  resolntion  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, authorizing  the  president  of  the  bank  to 
have  certain  documents  printed  to  illustrate  its 
operations.  To  mv  mind,  this  seems  to  be  a 
very  harmless  resolution ;  but  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  denonnced  it  as  a 
dangeroas  precedent,  clothing  the  president  of 
the  hank  with  powers  subvertive  of  the  liber- 
ties of  Uie  country,  I  will  b^  leave  to  read  it 
for  the  information  of  the  House : 

"JRMolved,  That  the  prerident  ba  aathoriied  to 
cauM  to  be  prepared  and  circnlated  such  doenments 
and  papers  as  may  oonunanicMte  to  the  people  in* 
fomtatiDn  in  regard  to  the  nature  and  openiUons 
of  the  bank." 

Kow,  I  pray  to  know,  sir,  what  application 
of  the  funds  of  the  stockholders  could  be  more 
useful  and  judicious,  when  the  institntion  and  its 
cre^  were  assailed  by  emy  speoiea  of  minep- 
resentation  and  oalnmnyf  Bat  thePreddent 
<ji  the  United  States  seems  to  regard  It  as  eqniT- 
al«it  to  dotbing  the  prendent  of  the  hank 
with  the  whole  fiscal  and  military  power  of  the 
oomitry.  He  njM : 

"Was  It  expected,  when  the  moneys  of  the 
TTnited  States  were  ^eeted  to  be  {daoed  in  that 
bank,  that  they  would  be  put  under  the  control  of 
one  man,  empowered  to  spend  millions  without 
rendering  a  voucher  or  Bpecifjing  the  object  ?  Can 
they  be  conndered  safe  with  the  evidence  before 
US  that  tens  of  tiioosands  have  been  apent  for 
highly  tatmroper,  If  not  cormpt  purpoics ;  that  the 
asme  moaves  may  lead  to  the  expenditure  of  hnn- 
dreds  of  thooBands,  end  even  millions  more  ?  And 
can  we  justify  ounelves  to  the  pee[^  by  longer 
lending  to  it  the  uooer  and  power  of  the  Qovwn- 
ment,  to  be  employed  for  soeb  perpoass  ?  " 

It  seems  that  the  President  of  the  TTnited 
States  has  an  instinctive  abhorrenoe  for  discre- 
tionary executive  power  del^ated  to  any  one 
bnt  himself.  What  is  this  power  vested  in  the 
president  of  the  bank  t  It  u  not  only  harmless 
and  innocent  In  Its  object,  but  perfectly  safe  as 
a  responsible  exercise  of  power.  .The  president 
acts  onder  authority  ox  the  directors,  with 
whom  he  is  daily  assodated,  who  have  ddly 
opportonitiee  of  ftt^ecflng  his  proceedings,  ai» 
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to  whom  he  is,  Uierefore,  under  a  constant  and 
^ect  responsibilitjr  for  the  exercise  of  the  di»- 
oretion  vested  la  hmi  as  to  the  amount  he  may 
spend  in  printing  doenments  explaining  the  op- 
erations and  vindicating  the  credit  and  the 
character  of  the  bank.  Yet  the  President  of 
the  United  States  thinks  tbis  very  insignificant 

Eower  snbvermve  of  public  liberty,  when  he  is 
imscdf  clothed  with  a  discretion  a  tbousmd 
times  more  dtrngerons.  Sir,  when  I  recur  to 
what  was  done  here  at  the  hist  session ;  when 
I  r^eet  that  an  act  was  passed — I  will  not  call 
it  a  law— and  that,  too,  at  the  special  Instance 
and  request  of  the  Preffident,  dotbing  hfan  with 
the  power  not  only  to  ^nd  the  whole  revenue, 
but  to  exhaust  tiie  credit  of  the  nation  in  array- 
ing a  military  power  against  a  sovereign  State 
of  this  Union,  I  confess  I  cannot  bnt  feel  sur- 
prise and  dis^t  to  hear  that  President  magni- 
f}'ing  a  mode-hill  into  a  mountmn,  and  talking 
abont  the  danger  of  executive  discretion  I  A 
simple  resolntion  authorizing  tiie  president  of 
the  bank  to  print  explanatory  doenments  is  a 
monstrous  proceeding ;  bnt  an  act  clothing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  with  dictatorial 

Eower  is  all  perfectly  fiur  and  proper  I  This 
rinn  very  fwdbly  to  my  reoolleetlon  anoOier 
Dntoh  aneodotej  and  as  I  am  in  the  w^  of 
drawing  illustrations  from  this  excellent  class  of 
our  citizens,  from  whose  very  eccentricities  les- 
sons of  wisdom  may  be  deduced,  I  beg  leave  to 
relate  it.  In  a  certdn  Dutch  vicinity — I  will 
not  say  Kinderhook,  lest  a  question  of  location 
should  arise— a  lottery  was  authorized,  and  on 
a  certun  day  the  neighbors  all  assembled  to  wit- 
ness tJiie  turning  of  l^e  wheel.  The  drawing 
commenced,  and  blank  after  blank  was  drawn 
by  the  principal  persons  in  the  neighborhood, 
until  a  general  suspicion  of  unfairness  began  to 
previdl.  A  large  buUy  stepped  forward  as  the 
chaiwion  of  his  neighbors,  threatening  to  smash 
the  wheel  to  atoms,  and  dedaring  tut  it  was 
all  a  "wsIbvtnOTM  piM  ^  ffhwUrj/J"  In  tiw 
midst  of  his  rage,  when  every  one  was  tremblhig 
for  the  safety  of  the  wheel,  a  friend  stepped  np 
to  him  witix  great  exultation,  exclaiming,  "  My 
deaf  sir,  have  yon  heard  the  news  ?  Yon  have 
drawn  the  highest  prize."  "  WhaL  {said  he,) 
the  highest  pnse  t        m  /ifr  a  ding  a»  smt 

And  so,  sir,  in  tlie  estimation  of  GeneralJack- 
Bon,  the  discretionary  power  to  print  a  few  doo- 
uments,  when  conferred  on  Hr.  Hddle,  is  all  a 
piece  of  cheatery ;  but  when  a  disoretlonary 
power  of  levying  war  and  spending  money 
without  any  bmitation  is  ocmftired  upon  him- 
sd^  it  is  as  &ir  a  thing  as  ever  was. 

Sir,  Congress  Is  pecuUarly  called  upon  to  vin- 
dicate its  right  to  the  goardianship  of  the  public 
treasure,  bwause  the  President  has  attempted 
to  forestall  its  decision,  and  places  it  in  a  situa- 
tion which  msy  preclude  the  free  exercise  of  its 
judgment.  Why,  sir,  was  the  change  of  the 
deposits  made  only  sixty  days  before  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress!  I  wiU  tell  yon  the  reason, 
Hie  President  was  fDazfol  that  he  oouM  not  in- 
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dace  even  a  drilled  majority  to  do  that  vhich, 
if  already  done  upon  hu  reapoiuibUity,  it  might 
be  indaced  to  saaction.  He  ia  a  niilltat7  man, 
air,  and  he  knows  the  effect  produced  in  dea- 
perate  emei^^enoiea,  when  the  general  throws 
ninuelf  into  the  breaeh,  and  oaOs  upon  hia  aol- 
dieza  tonUh  to  his  ruone,  or  witness  falade- 
■tnustion.  There  oonld  not  have  been  selected 
a  time  for  perfomung  this  act  better  calculated 
to  Bho  w  the  PreaidenvB  defiance  of  the  kc^alative 
aathority.  And  yet,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry  has  come  here  with  the  miserable — I 
had  almost  said  impudent — pretence  that  he 
was  conatruned  to  do  it  by  the  neoe^itiea  of 
the  country.  It  is  not  true,  sir.  the  Freaideat 
had  only  to  announce  that  the  deporits  would 
not  be  removed  until  the  question  should  be  first 
aubmitted  to  Congresa,  and  the  pubUo  mind 
vonld  have  been  pot  at  ease.  The  Seoretaiy 
wdl  knew  thia^  But  the  ExeentiTe  Govern- 
ment  has  thought  proper  to  thrort  itaelf  fa^ 
xnxdy  and  [daoe  Uie  sutfjeot  in  sneh  a  poiition 
as  almost  to  deprive  Congress  of  its  free  agen- 
ey.  We  are  now  |old  by  a  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Ur.  Oahbheuwo,)  that  the  resto- 
ration of  the  deposits  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  an  idea  that  struck  him  with  alarm ; 
that  the  country  had  already  suffered  too  much 
from  one  removal  to  be  able  to  endure  the  ef- 
fects of  auoUier.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I 
have  made  my  resolution  prospective.  I  am 
not  BO  reddess  of  the  suffermgs  of  the  commu- 
nity as  to  take  away  the  money  which  has  been 
aotully  deported  in  the  seleoted  banks.  Iknow 
ve  shall  be  told  that  the  ptctare  of  pablio  dia- 
tresa  Is  exaggerated.  One  gentleman,  indeed, 
(Ifr.  VASDEBPOBLt)  told  US  the  Other  day  that 
it  was  all  a  humbug  to  ascribe  the  prevailing 
distress  to  the  removal  of  the  deposits.  If  thu 
be  a  humbug,  it  is  a  very  melandioly  one.  But 
whatever  gentlemen  may  have  thought  three 
days  ago,  I  believe  there  is  no  om  who  would 
DOW  be  bold  enough  to  say  that  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  has  had  no  agency  in  producing 
the  pablio  distress.  The  calamity  can  hardly 
be  over-estimated.  Any  idea  which  we  can 
form  of  it  here,  will  fall  ahort  of  the  aad  real- 
ity, I  confesi^  sir,  I  have  been  astonished  at 
the  aeoounta  brouj^t  every  I  did  not 
helieTe  that  a  aoene  €f  distress  bo  andden  and 
eztenrive  eonld  have  been  produced  by  the 
miserable  tampering  of  the  Government  with 
the  system  of  eomioieroial  credit  It  is  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  it  is  confined  to  the  mer- 
chants or  to  the  commravial  cities.  It  will  ex- 
tend like  a  wave,  until  it  affects  every  class,  and 
reaches  the  farthest  limits  of  tbo  country.  In 
relation  to  one  of  the  ^reat  national  interests, 
I  can  speak  with  positive  knowledge  as  to 
the  depression  this  measore  has  produced  in 
the  value  of  propwty.  I  ocmlidently  brieve 
that  everr  ootton  piaoter  who  did  not  seU  his 
crop  at  the  commencement  of  the  seasoo  has 
lost  two  cents  on  every  pound  <tf  bis  cotton,  in 
couseqnenoe  of  this  measure.  It  is  a  tut  with- 
out praeedent^  bi^  oandbuinSj  dwwn,  by  a 
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comparison  of  the  liverpool  and  Charleston 

Erioee  current,  that  the  ptlce  of  cotton  has  been 
abitually  five  cents  lower  in  this  country,  at 
any  nven  tame,  than  the  European  prices  pah- 
Ushea  at  ti»  same  time  here.  I  presume  all 
other  desci^ona  of  property  have  «qierienoed 
a  rimilir  dqirenion,  and  can  well  imaipne  lliat 
all  iffoperty  in  sto^i^  puUio  ot  private,  ranst 
have  simered  even  in  a  greater  degree.  It  ii 
stated,  on  good  authOTitg|;  that  the  stock  the 
Girard  Bank,  the  one  aeleoted  in  PhiladelpiuA 
to  receive  the  Qovemment  deposits,  has  fallen 
from  70  to  64,  sinoe  the  1st  of  October. 

And  now,  sir,  in  oouclading  my  remarks,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  that,  if  we  ratify  this 
proceeding  of  the  President  and  Becretuy  of 
the  Treasury,  by  refusing  to  order  the  restora- 
tion of  the  deposits,  in  addition  to  the  present 
suffering  and  distress  d  the  paqite,  we*  sbaU 
permit  a  syaton  of  poUtaoal  banking  to  be  en- 
tuled  inxm  the  ooontry,  ntterly  Inoompatiilfla 
with  pnbHc  liberty.  If  we  intend  that  it  ahall 
ever  be  arrested,  it  must  be  done  now ;  for  if 
we  give  time  to  complete  the  establishment  of 
this  confederacy  between  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment and  the  State  banks  in  all  its  ramifica- 
tions of  dependent  interests,  I  will  defy  all  hn- 
man  power  to  break  the  league  or  resist  the 
man  who  wields  its  power.  Is  it  not  apparent 
that  it  will  convert  the  deposit  hanlcs  into  de- 
pendants and  partisans  of  uie  President  t  Is  it 
not  equally  apparent  that  the  politican  who 
controls  these  banks  will  in^rectly  control  all 
those  who  are  indebted  to  them,  and  thus  oIh 
twn  8D  absolute  ooutrtd  over  the  pnldio  wHl  f 
If  this  House  ahall  confirm  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent, it  will  be,  in  my  humble  opinion,  estal>> 
lishing  in  perpetuity  a  corrupting  connection 
between  the  banking  cwital  and  thepoliUoal 
power  of  the  country,  and  placing  them  both  in 
the  hands  of  one  man.  I  trust  in  God  that  the 
oountjT'  will  not  be  destined  to  such  a  condition 
by  the  vote  of  this  House.  If  it  should,  I  can 
onhr  pray  that  a  power  more  than  human  may 
be  mterpiwed  ftv  its  reaone. 


UosDAT,  December  80. 

The  House  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  the  reasons  assigned  by  tiie  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  pablio 
deposits,  with  Ur.  McDtrmB's  motion  t<x 
instructing  tiie  committee  to  report  a  bill  for 
restoring  them  to  the  Bank  ia  the  United 
States. 

Hr.  Pole  s^d  the  gentieman  from  South 
Carolina  opened  his  argument  by  assuming 
that  the  pablio  deposits  nad  been  unlawfoUy 
removed  m»n  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statee; 
that  the  Fre^dent  is,  by  reason  thereof;  a 
usurper  and  a  tyrant ;  and  he  infbrmed  us  that 
this  was  the  gmt  oonstitiitional  qnesUnt  we 
were  about  to  examine.  Te^  dr,  the  gonUe- 
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man  did  not  think  it  proper  to  furniib  as  with 
any  of  the  aivaments  hj  which  he  maintains 
tiiese  proposiuons,  bat  seemed  to  regard  them 
as  flelf-evtdenti  It  is  trae,  the  gHttiemaQ  was 
unmeasured  £a  the  riolenoe  of  his  charges 
against  the  Present  He  tdd  ns  that  he  had 
tran^led  the  oonatitntion  in  tlie  dost ;  and  lie 
aeemed  to  be  aa  modi  enraged  cm  the  oooarion 
M  fhe  Dotdh  bnllr  be  spoke  <^  wbb  with  tlie 
lottoy  nrheel,  and  ready  to  strike  the  adminis- 
tration  into  ama&hes ;  and  with  abont  as  mach 
reason.  The  politioal  wheel  bad  tnnied  oat 
badly  for  the  gentleman.  Bat  if,  perchance,  it 
took  another  tnm ;  if  a  star  shoold  be  In  the 
ascendant  from  a  new  qoarter ;  if  he  should 
draw  the  prize,  in  a  word,  whj,  then,  sir,  it 
Toold  be  "  as  fair  a  thing  as  ever  was." 

It  is  easy,  dr,  to  say  hard  things.  It  is  for- 
tanate,  however,  for  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
this  oonniay,  that  bis  cbaraoter  is  placed  at 
•ocii  an  eleratitm  that  it  reqairea  no  aid  frcm 
llw  repreaentatlTes  of  the  people  on  this  Aoot 
to  snstain  it  when  assailed.  He  Is  above  the 
moL  and  poww  of  any  remarks  made  here. 

Bat,  sir,  it  is  sud  that  the  President  is  a 
nsnrper,  a  tyrant,  &o.,  for  having  removed  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  argnmeat 
supposes  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  responsible  to  Congress,  and  not  to  the  Pres- 
ident, for  the  manner  in  which  he  discharges 
the  duties  of  his  o£Bce.  Now,  sir,  I  undertake 
to  affirm  that  tiie  Seoretary  of  Uie  Treasory  is  not 
only  not  independent  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  but,  if  Congress  were  to  pass 
a  law  to  make  him  so,  they  would  exceed  tiieir 
power,  and  the  law  would  be  t<^  and  of  no 
cfEbot  The  SeoretaiT  1b  not  only  not  independ- 
ent of  the  Exeontive,  but  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  Ooagtean  to  make  him  so.  By  whom 
u  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  appcdntedt 
Kot  by  Oon^resB.  The  law  creates  tne  office, 
but  the  appomtment  to  it  ia  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  with  the  consent  of 
tiie  Senate.  I  beg  pardon,  for  entering 
npon  a  question  here  which  has  for  forty  or 
Any  years  been  considered  a  settled  question. 
Does  the  gentieman  mean— do  those  who 
think  with  him  mean— that  the  President  has 
not  tiie  poww  of  Temoviogfrom  c^&ee  the  Sec- 
reUry  k$  the  Tieaaory  ?  By  whom  is  he  ap- 
pointed? By  the  President  of  the  tTnited 
Btatea,  with  ue  ad^oe  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate. liiePreddeikt,  says  the  constitotionv"  shall 
nomin8te,and,by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other 
public  ministers,  and  consuls :  Judges  of  the  Su- 

greme  Court  and  all  otbOT  officers  of  the  United 
tates  whose  K>pointanenta  are  not  herein 
Otherwise  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  es- 
tabUshed  by  law.  But  the  Congress  may,  by 
law,  vest  the  wpointment  of  such  inferior 
officers  as  they  think  proper  in  the  Pre^dent 
alone,  in  the  coorts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads 
<tf  dwartmenti,**  The  heads  of  deMrtmenta, 
tiwreforfc  are  not  "Inferior  offloen,"  and  the 
power  of  qipointment  is  not,  and  cannot  be, 
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in  the  Prerident  alone,  or  in  the  courts  of  law ; 
much  less  In  Congress.  Farther,  Congress 
oamiot  by  law  acquire  the  power  of  controlling 
the  appointment  of  heads  of  departments. 
Under  another  claose  of  the  constitution.  Con- 
gress may  indeed  appoint  their  own  officen ; 
but  they  have  no  power  over  even  the  manner 
of  ^ipointment  01  any  other  than  inferior  offi- 
cers m  any  other  d^iartment  d  the  Govern^ 
ment. 

By  what  tenure  does  the  Secretary  of  tiie 
Treasury,  when  appointed  by  the  Iresident, 
hold  his  office  t  Although  there  is  no  ocpress 
dause  In  the  constitntion  authorisdne  his  re- 
moval from  offioe  at  the  pleasure  of  ^e  Presi- 
dent, yet  the  power  to  remove  him  flows  fivm 
the  nature  of  the  oonstitation.  He  holds  his 
power  durante  hene  ^Za^ifo— daring  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  President  The  lodges  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  hold  their  offices,  indeed, 
during  good  beha.-rior,  w  for  life ;  but  I  de» 
that  any  other  <^oer  of  the  Government  hold* 
his  office  by  a  rimilar  tenure.  The  Prerident 
and  the  Tice  President  of  the  United  States 
hold-  their  offices,  each,  for  a  term  of  years. 
The  period  of  servTce  of  other  officers  is  not 
limited  b^  the  constitution ;  but  according  to 
the  practice  of  the  Government  in  the  time  of 
the  contemporaries  of  the  constitution,  and  ever 
rince,  they  have  been  considered  to  hold  their 
offices  at  pleasure.  If  it  were  not  bo,  indeed, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  %  If  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  coold  be  made  independ- 
ent of  the  President,  still  thm  most  be  a 
power  sconewhere  to  remove  him.  If  not,  he 
must  hold  his  office  daring  Hf^  which  I  have 
already  shown  is  incondstent  with  tiie  oonstita- 
Uon. 

But,  ^r,  independently  of  these  views,  the 
act  itself  creating  the  Treasury  Department 
expresdy  reoogidzes  in  the  President  the  con- 
stitutioiud  power  to  remove  the  Secretary  from 
office.  He  may  remove  without  any  assigned 
reason  whatever,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so.  The 
power  to  remove  is  absolute  and  uDqualified. 
And  if  he  may  remove  from  office  without 
asdgning  any  reason  whatever,,  sorely  he  may 
with  reasons  ^ven.  Gentlemen  may  indeed 
differ  in  (pinion  as  to  the  vaUdity  of  tiie  rea* 
scms  asrigned;  bat  that  the  Present  lias  the 
poWerto  remove,  is  nnquesHonablo.  Nor  does  he 
derive  it  from  the  act  of  Congress  creating  this 
Depuiment,  but  holds  it  from  and  under  the 
constitution  itself.  The  act  recognizes  it  as  a 

EDwer  in  him  already :  it  does  not  confer  on 
im  the  power  to  remove,  lest  it  might  seem 
that  he  held  it  by  grant  of  the  Legislatnro.  The 
terms  employed  are  such  as  clearly  recognize 
the  power  to  be  from  the  constitation.  The 
act  says  that,  when  the  Secretary  shall  have 
been  removed  by  the  President,  or  shidl  be 
absent  or  indisposed,  another  officer  may,  for 
the  time  being,  discharge  the  duties  of  his 
offioe. 

I  take  it,  sir,  the  only  power  the  Fnddent 
has  enrdaed  la  me  not  only  dearly  conferred 
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on  him  bj  the  constitntiou  and  by  the  act  cre- 
ating the  Treasnrf  I>ep«*bnent,  bnt  one  which 
has  been  exercised  wiUiont  objection  from  the 
■very  foundation  of  the  GoTemment  to  the 
present  hoar.  The  power  is  exercised  under 
Lis  responsibilitj  to  the  country.  It  is  not  to 
be  ezwHsed  cwridoodj,  thongfa  it  nu^  be 
withont  the  aBngmnent  of  any  reason,  a  it 
be  abased,  the  corrective  is  found  in  the  &ct 
that  the  execntire  power  returns  every  four 
years  to  the  hands  of  itho  people;  and,  if  that 
be  too  long  to  wait,  the  Frwdent  can  be  reach- 
ed bj  impeaidunent. 


VoNDAT,  January  6. 
JVwmf     a  Lhn  and  too  Mona  ficm  As 

TiM  Chub  presented  to  the  House  tbe  fol- 
lowing Sfessage  from  the  Fteddent  of  the 
United  States. 

'WismsoTOH,  /owutry  S,  18S4. 
Ta  iht  Bouu  of  ItepreteataUvea: 

I  commanicate  to  Congreas-aa  extract  of  a  letter 
recently  received  from  James  R.  Leib,  consul  of  the 
Vidted  States  at  Tangier,  by  vMch  it  appears  that 
tbat  officer  bos  been  Induced  to  receive  from  the 
Empwor  of  Morocco  a  present  of  a  Uon  and  two 
hones,  which  he  holds  as  belonging  to  the  United 
States.  There  being  no  fands  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Executive  applicable  to  the  objects  stated  by  Mr. 
Ldb,  I  jubmit  the  whde  sabjeot  to  the  conswera- 
tion  of  Congress,  for  such  dUrectkm  as  in  thdr  wis- 
dom may  seem  jwoper.  I  have  directed  instructions 
to  be  given  to  alt  oar  mioistera  and  agents  abroad, 
reqiunng  that,  in  fiitore,  nnleas  prevwusly  aathor- 
ized  by  Congress,  they  irill  not,  under  any  circnm- 
atanceii,  accept  presents  of  any  description  from  any 
fbreign  State. 

I  deem  it  proper,  on  this  occasion,  to  inidte  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  presenti  which  have 
heretofore  been  made  to  our  pobllo  ottcera,  and 
wUch  have  been  depodted,  under  the  orders  of  the 
Government,  in  the  Department  of  State.  These 
articles  are  altogether  useless  to  the  Government, 
and  the  care  and  the  preservation  of  them  in  the 
Department  of  State  are  attended  with  considerable 
iuconvenienice. 

That  provlnon  of  the  oonstttntion  which  fbrUds 
any  officer,  witbdnt  the  consent  of  Congress,  to  ac- 
cept any  present  from  any  foreign  Power,  may  be 
considered  as  having  been  satisfied  by  the  surren- 
der of  the  articles  to  the  Govenunent,  and  they 
might  now  be  disposed  of  by  Congress  to  those  for 
whom  they  were  ori^nally  hitended,  or  to  their 
heirs,  with  ob^ons  propriety,  in  both  cases ;  and, 
in  the  latter,  would  be  received  ss  grateAd  memo- 
rials of  the  character  of  the  parent. 

As,  under  the  positive  orier  now  given,  dmOar 
presents  cannot  hereafter  be  received,  even  for  the 
purpose  of  being  placed  at  tlie  diq;wsal  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  recommend  to  Congress  to  authorize  by 
law  that  the  articles  slready  in  the  Department  of 
State  shall  be  delivered  to  the  persons  to  whom 
they  were  ori^^nsl^  presented,  if  llvhig,  and  to  the 
heirs  of  luch  as  may  nave  died. 

ANDBEV  JA0K80K. 


[JiinUBT,  1884. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Oonmittes 
on  Foreign  Kelations. 


TcsBDAT,  Jatmaij  7. 
lU  Ikp9§U  QutOien. 

The  Honse  resomed  fhe  oooaideration  of  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Secretary  (tf 
the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  publuj  dfr< 
ponts,  with  Mr.  MoDcmx's  motion  tor  instmcU 
mg  the  oommittee  to  report  a  bill  for  restoiing 
them  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr,  BnnnT  said :  Kr.  Speaker :  The  amend- 
ment o£%red  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  MoBtttfix)  pnnwses  to  instmot  tiie 
Comn^ttee  of  Ways  andMeans  "  to  report  a  joint 
resolution,  providing  that  the  public  revenue, 
hereafter  collected,  be  depc»ited  in  the  Bank 
of  tlie  United  States,  in  conformity  with  the 

Eablio  frdth,  pledged  hi  the  charter  at  the  said 
ank."  It,  therefore^  preaemts  directly  tiie 
qnestion  of  the  suffioienoy  of  the  Secretaiy'i 
reasons  for  removing  the  public  deports  from 
the  bank,  and  for  making  the  fhtore  depoeits 
elsewhere ;  and  brings  up  for  the  ccmdderation 
of  this  House  every  thing  that  can  bear  upon 
the  great  topics  national  f^th  and  puolio 
safety  that  are  involved  in  the  issue. 

I  mean  to  discuss  this  great  question,  si^  as 
I  think  it  becomes  me  to  discttss  it,  on  my  first 
entrance  into  this  House ;  as  it  would  become 
any  one  to  discuss  it,  having  the  few  relations 
to  extreme  part^  that  I  have,  and  being  desir- 
ons,  iSor  the  short  time  that  he  means  to  be 
connected  with  the  statunij  to  do  or  omit  noth- 
-ing  that  shall  he  the  occasion  ot  p^nM  retro- 
spect. I  mean  to  disonsB  it  as  gravely  and 
temperately  as  I  can :  not,  sir,  because  it  is 
not  a  fit  subject  for  the  most  animated  and  im- 
passioned appeals  to  every  fear  and  hope  that 
a  patriot  can  entertain  for  his  country — ^for  I 
hold,  without  doubt,  that  it  is  so ;  but  becansa 
m  the  defence  of  the  measure  to  be  examined 
comes  to  this  Honse  under  the  name  and  in 
the  guise  of  "  reason,"  I  deem  it  fit  to  receive 
it  and  to  try  its  pretensions  by  the  stwdard 
to  which  it  appeaai.  I  mean  to  examine  the 
Secretary's  paper,  as  the  fHmds  of  the  measure 
say  it  ou^t  to  Iw  ezanuned-— to  take  the  facta 
as  he  states  them,  unless  in  the  some  pq»er,  or 
in  other  papers  proceeding  from  the  same  au- 
thority, uiere  are  contradictions ;  and  then  I 
must  be  allowed  the  exercise  of  private  Judg- 
ment upon  the  evidence — to  take  the  motives 
as  the  Secretary  alleges  them — ^to  add  no  facts, 
except  snch  as  are  notorious  or  incontestable, 
and  then  to  ask  the  impartial  judgment  of  the 
House  upon  my  answer. 

Sir,  the  effort  seems  to  l>e  almost  unnecessary. 
The  great  practical  answer  is  already  ^ven  by 
the  condition  of  the  country,  Ko  reasoning 
in  tlUs  Honse  can  refiite  it;  none  is  necessary 
to  sustain  it.  It  comes  to  na,  it  is  honrly  coming 
to  nL  in  the  langoage  oi  truth,  and  sobemees. 
and  bittemeB^  mm  almost  every  quarter  oi 
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the  coontry ;  and  if  any  man  is  so  blind  to  the 
realities  around  him  as  to  oonsider  all  this  but 
as  a  tbeabdoal  exhibition  sot  np  by  the  bank, 
or  the  friends  of  the  hank,  to  terrify  and  de- 
ceive this  nation,  he  will  eontinae  blind  to  them 
until  the  oatastev^he  of  the  gnat  drama  duU 
make  bis  ftcnltiea  as  useless  for  the  oorreotion 
of  the  evil,  aa  they  now  aeem  to  be  for  its  sp- 
prehenstcoi. 

}£i.  Speaker,  the  change  produced  in  this 
oountry,  in  the  short  space  of  three  months,  is 
without  example  in  the  history  of  this  or  any 
other  nation.  The  past  summer  found  the  peo- 
ple delif^ted  or  contented  with  the  apparent 
adjustment  of  some  of  the  most  fearful  contro- 
verflies  that  ever  divided  thrai.  The  Chief 
Ha^strate  of  the  Union  had  entered  npon  Ms 
office  for  another  term,  and  was  receiving  more 
than  the  honors  of  a  Roman  triumph  from  the 
hsmj  people  oi  the  middle  and  northern  States, 
without  distinction  of  party,  age,  ot  sex.  Ka- 
tore  promised  to  the  hubandman  an  eznbenmt 
crop.  Trade  was  r^leniehing  the  coffers  of  tiie 
nation,  and  rewarding  the  merchant's  enterprise. 
The  Bpindle,  and  the  shuttle,  and  every  instru* 
meat  of  mechanic  industry,  were  pushuig  their 
busy  labors  with  profit.  Int«^  improve- 
ments were  brin^g  down  the  remotest  west 
to  the  shores  of  uie  Atlantic,  and  binding  and 
compacting  the  dispersed  inhabitants  of  this  im> 
mense  territory  as  the  inliabitants  of  a  single 
State.  One  oniversnl  smile  beamed  from  me 
happy  face  <^  this  favored  country.  But,  sir, 
we  have  had  a  fearfol  adnumilion  ttiat  we  hold 
an  ndh  trrasnTes  in  earthen  vessels;  and  a 
still  more  fearful  one,  that  mi^ndf^g  man, 
either  in  error  or  in  anger,  may,  m  a  numwnt, 
dash  thraa  to  the  earth,  and  break  into  a  fbon- 
sand  fragments  the  first  Creatunu  industry 
and  iuteLugenoe. 

Sir,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  held  of 
the  public  depouts  of  every  description,  on  the 
lat  of  August,  183S,  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  sum  of 
$7,699,931 ;  and  they  were  in  a  course  of  in- 
crease, which  the  bank  knew /as  well  as  the 
Secretary,  up  to  the  Ist  of  October,  1888,  when 
they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $9,688,480 ;  say 
ten  millions  ot  dollan.  How  was  tUs  money 
tobepaidi  The  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  had 
a  ri^ht  to  demaiul  iti  p^ment,  when,  where, 
and  in  such  snmor  smnsasheinonghtflt.  He 
had  such  a  power  to  do  it  in  p<^at  of  form, 
that  the  bank  could  not  question  its  exercise  in 
point  of  right  It  was  the  duty  of  the  bank  to 
be  prepared  to  pay  it ;  and  the  question  must 
be  answered,  how  was  the  mcmey  to  be  pud  ? 

The  answer  givoi  to  this  question,  and  given 
with  a  view  to  involve  the  bank  in  odium  and 
pr^ndice,  is  this ;  that  ^e  ought  to  have  ptdd 
u,  or  whatever  the  Secretaiy  chose  to  require 
or  it,  in  specie,  from  her  vaults,  without  dis- 
trearing  the  community,  by  calling  upon  others 
to  wr  their  debts  to  her.  To  say  nothing  of 
the  net,  dr,  that  the  bank  haa  always  paid 
erery  one,  tiie  Tnuaij  indnded,  in  qpeoie^ 
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unless  they  preferred  somethiug  lesa^  the  doo- 
trise  that  she  was  to  pay  in  specie  to  the 
Treasury,  without  putting  herself  in  a  condi- 
tion to  require  it  from  some  one  else,  is  a  doc- 
trine which  I  cannot  admit:  it  is  one  that 
will  not  bear  <aamhiation. 

The  bank,  on  1st  October,  1888,  had  specie  in 
allhervanltsto  the  extent  of  $10,668,44].  If 
she  had  beat  so  ritnated  at  that  lime  as  that  tfais^ 
or  any  oonriderable  portion  of  it,  had  leit  ber 
vaoltfl^  without  being  brought  back  again,  the 
consequences  might  have  been  of  the  most  pw* 
nicious  character  to  herself  and  to  t^e  whola 
cotmtr^.  The  bank  had  a  circulation  of  more 
than  eighteen  millions  to  sustain,  exclusive  of 
her  private  depouts.  A  new  era  bad  opened. 
A  new  system  was  about  to  be  adopted  m  the 
fiscal  affairs  of  the  Union.  Its  effects  were  to 
be  seen.  The  extent  to  which  the  Q>easury 
was  about  to  assail  her  could  not  be  known. 
The  slightest  interraption,  the  slightest  of 
interruption,  to  her  promptness  and  punctual- 
ity, would  have  raised  that  q>pr^en8ion  tea 
her  stability  which  has  been  excited  for  otiiera. 
Sir,  to  ask  this  bank,  under  these  circumstances, 
to  emptj  her  vanUs  ct  specif  without  taking 
any  measures  of  precaution  to  replenish  them, 
would  have  been  to  ask  the  able  directors  to 
throw  away  their  whole  coital  of  reputation, 
and  that  of  the  bank  also.  They  would  have 
proved  themselves  unworthy  of  the  occasion 
on  which  they  were  called  to  act.  "What,  wr, 
at  the  very  outbreaking  of  the  storm,  when  no 
human  intelligence  could  tell  how  long  it  was  to 
las^  or  what  would  be  the  fbry  cf  its  violence, 
to  ask  tiie  ^lots  of  this  bark  to  keep  all  .her 
sails  set,  and  to  tSirow  hw  ballast  overboardl 
"So,  mi ;  the  bank  was  bound  to  do  as  she  has 
done.  She  was  bound  to  prepare  for  the  triid. 
She  was  bound  to  strengthen  her  position,  by 
diminishing  her  discounte;  and  die  has  dimin- 
ished them,  in  my  judgment,  most  wisely,  most 
discreetiy,  and  most  tenderly.  And  yet  air,  it 
is  from  tiiis  circumstance — the  mere  reduction 
of  loans  and  purchase  of  bills,  without  looking 
eiUier  to  the  necessity  for  that  reduction,  or 
to  the  extent  and  effect  of  it — that  some  men 
of  honest  and  upright  minds  have  been  preju- 
diced against  her.  I  can  show,  without  ^ffi- 
cnlty,  l£at  it  la  a  mere  pnijudice. 

The  bank  had  to  pay  over  ten  millions  of 
public  deposits,  and  she  ought  not  to  have  ex- 
posed  herself  to  lose  any  material  portion  of 
her  specie,  without  being  in  a  condition  to 
recall  it.  She  had  then  but  one  resource,  and 
that  was,  unless  the  interest  of  her  debtors  did 
of  itself  produce  the  effect  by  diminishing  their 
loans,  to  call  upon  them  to  aarist  her  in  [lajing 
the  amonnt  There  was  no  other  way  open  to 
her ;  and  the  degree  to  which  she  must  call,  in 
order  to  obtain  assistance  to  a  given  extent,  is 
a  point  in  practical  banking  to  which  it  ia  ma- 
t^al  for  gentlemen  to  advert 

ffir,  the  Treasury  ndght  have  pursued  a 
oourse  that  would  nave  niit%ated  tite  evil,  by 
tiie  eause  <d  alum.  Having  the 
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oontrol  of  this  demand,  they  might  have  made 
known  to  the  bank  the  times,  proportiona,  and 
places  of  the  Intended  transfms,  sud  have  thns 
given  assoranoe  to  the  hank  that  its  redactions 
to  meet  the  emei^noj  need  not  exceed  the 
pi:opo6ed  demand.  Bat  the  Treasnry  took  a 
oirareDt  coarse ;  aodf  if  saj  thing  could  raise 
the  embarrassmont  of  the  bank,  tmd  the  com- 
mnnity  also,  to  the  highest  degree,  it  waa  the 
coarse  whidi  the  Treasory  parsoed. 

Mr.  Speaker,  what  was  that  coarse  I  Is  any 
gentleman  in  this  House  ignorant  of  it  I  The 
honorable  member  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Pou) 
has  read  to  the  Hoose  a  passage  from  a  pam- 
phlet which  he  was  pleased  to  caJl  the  manifesto 
of  the  bank ;  I  shall  therefore  r^ard  that  pab- 
iicatton  as  antiwntic,  and  I  will  refu-  gentlemen 
to  the  correspondence  between  the  cashiw  ol 
the  bank  and  the  IVeaaorer  of  the  United  States 
that  is  appended  to  it.  l^ey  will  then  find 
what,  by  agrewnent  with  the  bank,  had  been 
the  practjee  of  the  Tntmry  when  there  was 
no  slarm  in  the  oommuuity,  whm  the  bank  was 
admitted  to  be  in  a  state  of  perfect  secnri^,  and 
firee  from  the  ^>preheDBion  of  embarrassment. 
The  Treasury  practice  was  to  send  to  the  bank 
a  diuly  list,  specifying  every  draft  npon  the 
bank  from  the  Treasury,  showing  the  amount 
drawn  for  end  the  place  of  pigment,  but  omit- 
tijog  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  payable, 
to  gnard  against  frand.  Another  list  was  sent 
weekly,  with  the  dates,  amoonta,  plaoea  of  pay- 
ment, and  names  of  the  payees.  These  were 
Intended  not  only  to  gnard  the  bank  andnat 
frand  and  sorprise,  but  to  enable  tihe  oank 
to  regulate  the  accommodations  to  its  cus- 
tomers, as  they  were  thus  apprised  of  the 
points  at  which  their  fiinds  wotud  be  wanted. 
Ifothlng  sorely  coold  be  more  natural  than  to 
continne  a  practice  like  tliis,  when  the  deposits 
were  to  be  permanently  removed.  It  oonfd  not 
be  doubted  by  any  one  that  such  a  proceeding 
must  cause  nneanness  in  the  pablio  mind ;  and 
the  yery  first  preoantion  which  prudence  would 
have  auf^ested  to  mitigate  the  alarm  was  the 
continoanoe  and  increase  of  these  safeguards 
of  the  bank ;  owtafai^  not  that,  at  the  very 
eommenoement  of  the  alarm,  tbey  should  be 
discontinued.  But  sach  was  the  fact.  That 
they  were  diaoontioned,  and  that  the  bank, 
miued  and  deceived,  had  to  deal  with  the  Treas- 
ury as  with  an  enemy,  is  an  event  which  belongs 
exclusively  to  the  present  day,  and  to  the  exist- 
ence of  personal  feelings  in  the  departm«it 
which  directed  the  Treasorer,  wholly  unbecom- 
ing the  official  transactions  of  any  Government. 

Still,  sir,  it  is  not  easy  to  account  for  the 
bdigti^  of  the  present  distress  by  the  mere 
change  of  the  depodts,  nor  by  the  diminished 
nse  of  them  in  the  State  banks,  when  com- 
pared with  their  use  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stately  from  which  th^  wen  taken.  These 
i^nmstaaoea  had  an  efflact,  but  they  do  not 
stand  ahme.  There  is  an  Intoise  ^prehension 
tat  the  ft^Div  oomeeted  with  this  operating— 
IB  appx^ennoi  whioh  q>cinga  from  the  Dkeaa- 
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ury  determination  that  nearly  the  whole  at 
the  existing  circulation  of  exchangee  la  to  ceaae; 
and  oease  it  murt,  to  a  great  exten^  if  the  Bank 
<tf  the  United  States  la  not  to  ndlert  the  poUio 
reveune* 

ThaBi^of  the  United  Btatea,  Ur.  Weaker, 

the  ^onOT^^oe  of^^vo  peculiaritiM^^i^ 

belong  to  her— her  straotmre  and  her  maplaf- 
ment  in  the  odleotion  of  the  public  revenue. 
Ho  State  banks,  by  any  combination,  can  effect 
the  required  exohrages  to  a  oooaiderable  extent.  * 
No  Bank  of  the  tJidted  States,  without  the  aid 
of  the  public  revenue,  can  effect  them  to  th« 
extent  which  the  necessities  of  trade  require. 

[Mr.  BmrxT  oontinned  to  argue  the  questioa 
at  gout  length,  and  oonoluded  as  Adhnrs :] 

Sir,  the  t^ange  of  ttte  deposita  la  an  eitraor^ 
dinary  mode  of  preventing  tbxir  u^hmdni  to 
the  purposes  of  political  powen  athn  Hair 
removal,  they  were  in  a  bank  not  possswring 
political  power,  nor  c^>able  of  using  it.  They 
are  now  wieldcA  by  those  who  poeseea  it,  and 
who  are  more  or  leas  than  men  If  they  do  not 
wish  to  keep  it  Then,  they  were  in  one  bank, 
under  one  duwti<m ;  now,  they  will  be  in  fifty. 
Then,  they  were  in  a  bank  which  political 
power  could  not  lay  open  to  its  inquiries  and 
control;  now,  they  are  in  banks  that  have 
given  a  stipulation  for  aabmittinff  all  their  acta 
and  concerns  to  review.  Then,  if  these  deponts 
sustained  any  action  at  all,  it  was  in  the  saftat 
form  for  the  people— «otlon  against  power  in 
office;  now,  its  aodon  is  in  support  of  that 
power,  and  tends  to  the  angmentation  of  what 
IS  slrea^  great  enou^. 

I  say,  La  oondoricoi  upaa  this  point,  if  these 
publications  are  deemed  by  this  Bonse  to  hav« 
been  unlswAiL  return  the  depodts  till  the  bank 
has  been  heard.  GK)  to  the  teire  facia* — give 
to  the  bank  that  trial  by  Jury  whidi  is  secured 
by  its  charte^  and  is  the  birthri^t  of  alL  Ask 
the  unspotted  and  unsuspected  bibunals  vX.  the 
country  for  their  iiutroction.  Arraign  the 
bank  upon  the  ground  rather  sedition,  or 
grasping  at  political  power.  There  waa  anq>lo 
time  for  it,  and  still  la ;  and  there  is  a  great 
preoddent  for  i^  which  I  oommeod  to  Um  oon- 
ridcntion  of  this  House. 

Kr,  in  the  wont  d^  of  (ne  of  the  worst 
princes  of  Endiand,  (I  mean  Charles  the  Second,} 
the  love  of  aosolate  rule  induced  him  to  make 
an  attempt  upon  the  iiberties  of  the  dty  of 
London,  whose  charter  he  desired  to  overthrow. 
He  complied  that  the  common  council  had 
taxed  him  with  a  debqr  of  Justice,  and  had  pos- 
sessed the  people  wiui  an  ill  opinion  of  him ; 
and,  by  the  means  of  his  ministers  of  the  law, 
and  by  infamously  packing  the  bench,  having 
promoted  one  Judge  who  was  not  sawfied  on 
the  pointy  and  turned  out  another  who  waa  not 
dear,  he  snoceeded  in  obtaining  a  Jndgmrai^ 
under  which  the  Ubwtiea  of  tiirt  ancient 
were  sdzed  by  the  Grown.  But,  when  the  revo- 
lution expelled  his  suooessor,  and  the  prindj^ 
of  the  British  coiutitntion  oame  in  with  the 
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House  of  Orange,  an  early  statnte  of  'William 
and  Hary  revers^  the  jnd^ent  as  illegal  and 
arbitrary ;  and  from  that  tune  it  has  been  the 
opprobrium  of  tiie  bench,  and  the  booth  the 
profession. 

The  acootmt  of  it  vhidi  is  glrva  by  Bnmet  is 
thus:  "The  oonrt,  finding  that  the  city  of 
London  oould  not  be  wrought  on  to  surrender 
Hht&T  duuter,  resolved  to  have  it  condemned  by 
a  jodement  in  the  King's  Bench.  Jones  had 
died  in  Kay;  so  now  Pollexfen  and  Treby 
were  chiefly  relied  on  by  the  city  in  this  matter. 
Sawyer  was  the  Attorney-General,  a  dull,  hot 
man,  and  forward  to  serve  all  the  designs  of  the 
court.  He  undertook,  by  the  advice  of  San- 
ders, a  learned,  but  very  immoral  man,  to 
overthrow  the  charter.  The  two  points  upon 
which  they  rested  the  cause  were,  that  the 
common  oomioil  had  petitioned  the  King  Dpon 
a  prorogation  of  Puliam^t,  that  it  might  meet 
on  the  day  to  which  it  was  pronwued,  and  had 
taxed  the  prorogation  as  that  which  had  occa- 
flioned  a  delay  of  justice :  this  was  construed  to 
be  the  raising  of  sedition,  and  the  possessing 
thepeople  with  an  ill  opinion  of  the  King." — 
"  "Wnen  the  matter  was  brought  near  judgment, 
Banders,  who  had  laid  the  whole  thing,  was 
made  chief  justice ;  Pemberton,  who  was  not 
satisfied  on  the  point,  being  removed  to  the 
Common  Heas  on  Nortti's  advancement. 
Dolbin,  a  judge  of  the  King's  Bench,  was  found 
not  to  be  clear;  so  he  was  turned  out,  and 
Wilkios  cfune  in  his  room.  When  sentence 
was  to  be  given,  Sanders  was  struck  with  an 
apcmle^,  upon  which  great  reflections  were 
made ;  but  ne  sent  lus  Judgment  in  writii^, 
and  died  a  fbw  days  after."  As  the  raily  pre- 
cedent which  the  books  present  to  ns  of  forfeit- 
ure of  charter  for  sedition,  or  an  interference 
with  political  power,  it  is  not  without  instruc- 
tion. 

Sir,  these  reasons  of  the  Secretary  being  one 
and  all  inanfflcient  to  justify  the  removal  of  the 
deposits,  the  qnestion  of  remedy  is  the  only 
one  that  remams.  The  State  of  the  countiy 
requires  the  return ;  but  the  question  of  return 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
to*.  If  renewal  were  the  object,  I  should  say, 
Do  not  put  them  back ;  leave  them  as  they 
are;  mue  no  provi^on  for  the  ftitnre,  and 
see,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  to  what  relief  the 
people  will  fly.  But,  rir,  let  ns  save  the  conn- 
try  fi'om  this  nnaecessainr  sufflering.  Betnm 
them,  and  the  roiste  will  clear  off  from  the 
horizon,  and  the  face  of  nature  smile  as  it  did 
before.  Betnm  them,  and  make  some  provision 
for  the  day  when  the  capital  of  this  bank  is  to 
be  withdrawn  from  the  country,  if  it  is  to  be 
withdrawn.  Provide  some  control,  some  regu- 
lation of  your  currency.  The  time  is  still  suffi- 
cient for  it,  and  the  country  requires  it.  If, 
indeed,  this  bank  is  not  to  be  continued,  nor 
anotiier  to  be  supplied,  nor  a  control  devised  to 
prerent  the  State  banks  fiomshooting  ontof  their 
orbits^  and  bringing  on  confhEiott  and  min,  then 
I  confess  that  I  see  no  bflnefit  In  pntting  m  the 
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evil  for  two  years  longer.  The  storm  must 
come,  in  which  every  one  must  seize  such  plaidc 
of  safety  as  he  may  out  of  the  common  wreck ; 
and  it  is  not  the  part  either  of  true  courage  or 
of  provident  caution  to  wish  it  deferred  for 
a  little  time  longer. 

Sir,  I  have  done.  I  bare  now  closed  my 
remarks  upon  the  question  of  the  public  depos- 
its, second  in  importmce  to  none  tiiat  has  oo* 
cnrred  in  the  course  ot  the  present  administrar 
tion,  whether  we  re^ird  its  relations  to  the 
public  faith,  to  the  currency,  or  to  the  equi- 
poise of  the  different  departments  of  omr  Gov- 
ernment It  is  with  unfeigned  satisfaction 
that  I  have  raised  my  feeble  voice  in  behalf  of 
the  amendment  offend  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  whose  enlightened  labors  in 
this  great  cause,  through  a  course  of  years,  have 
inseparably  connected  his  name  with  those 
principles  m>on  which  the  security,  the  Talne. 
and  the  ojOTment  of  property  depcmd ;  and 
it  wHl  he  suffident  reward  for  me  if  I  slull  be 
thought  not  to  have  impaired  the  effect  of  his 
efforts,  nor  to  have  retarded  the  progress  <^ 
those  principles  to  their  ultimate  establishment. 
For  myself,  I  claim  the  advantage  of  eajing 
that,  as  I  have  not  consciously  uttered  a  senti- 
ment in  the  spirit  of  mere  party  politics,  so  I 
tmst  that  my  answers  to  me  Secretary  will 
not  be  encountered  in  that  spirit.  If  the  great 
and  permanent  interests  of  the  country  should 
be  above  the  influence  of  party,  so  should  be 
the  discussions  which  involve  them.  It  ought 
not  to  be,  it  cannot  be,  that  snoh  questiona 
shall  be  dadded  in  this  House  as  party  ques- 
tions, ^e  qnesthm  of  the  bank  is  one  of  pab< 
lie  MGi ;  tiutt  of  the  currency  is  a  question  of 
national  prosperity ;  that  of  the  constitutional 
control  of  liie  treasmy  is  a  question  of  national 
existence.  It  is  imposuble  tiiat  such  moment- 
ous interests  shall  be  tried  and  determined  by 
those  rules  and  standards  which,  in  things  in- 
different in  themselves,  parties  usually  resort 
to.  They  concern  our  country  at  home  and 
abroad,  now,  and  td  all  future  time ;  they  con- 
cern the  cause  of  fi«edom  ever^bere ;  and,  if 
they  shall  be  settled  tmder  the  mfluence  of  any 
condderations  but  justice  and  patriotism — sa- 
cred justice  and  cnlighteDed  patriotism — the 
df^ected  friends  of  freedom  disposed  thron^ioat 
the  earth,  the  patriots  of  tide  land,  and  the  pa- 
triots of  an  lands,  must  finally  aurrraider  thdr 
eztingtdshed  hopes  to  the  bitter  conviction  that 
the  spirit  of  party  is  a  more  deadly  foe  to 
fna  institutions  than  the  ^irit  of  despotism. 


WxransDaT,  Jannary  8. 

The  foUowing  letter  was  recdved  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  &Hue,  read,  and  ordwed  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

HoDBX  ovUEranraunRR,  January  9^  16S4. 

Sib:  Ihave  tbehonw  tolnfbrm  you  thst  iwseat 
In  the  House  of  RepreseotaUves  of  the  ITnited  ftates, 
oret  iddoh  yon  preside,  has  become  vacant  by  res* 
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inuidoii,  ftddressed  to  the  Executive  of  the  Sfaite 

X  bftTethe  luuwr  to  be,  rery  respeotfiiU]', 
Tour  obedieDt  wrraat, 
H.  A.  BUILAB]}. 

To  the  Hon.  Amonr  Snmanoit, 


Tdebdat,  Janoarr  14. 

SemoMt  lif  the  Depoiiti. 

The  Hoose  resumed  the  coiunderation  of  the 
motion  to  refer  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury's 
report  oa  the  deposits  to  the  Committee  of 
IVaTS  aad  Means;  the  quesUon  being  upon  the 
motion,  of  Kr.  MoDnniK  to  add  to  the  motion 
for  reference  the  flawing  instmotions  to  the 
■aid  oommittee : 

"With  instructioos  to  report  a  Joint  resolution, 
providing  that  the  pubUo  reTeooe  hereafter  collect- 
ed riiftjl  be  deposited  In  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  eomiwuiee  vith  the  pobHo  fidtb,  hedged 
bj  the  charter  of  the  aaid  bank." 

Ur.CAKBBELEiiOBaid:  In  debating  this  impor- 
tant qnestion,  ilr.  Speaker,  I  shall  endeavor  to 
discard  all  political  considerations.  Indeed,  sir, 
the  friends  of  the  constitatioa  and  of  a  soond 
oorrwcy  find  themaelTes,  upon  this  bank  qnes- 
ticm,  in  an  attitude  of  neutrality  between  the 
two  audent  parties  which  have  governed  this 
ooontry  since  the  adoptitnt  of  the  constitution ; 
fbr,  if  the  one  gave  the  first  blow,  the  other  in- 
flicted the  deepest  wound. 

It  is  not  necessarf  for  me,  sir,  to  undertake 
the  defence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory. 
That  officer  has  vindicated  his  own  cause  with 
ability,  and,  I  may  add — what  is  not  less  im- 
portant in  our  public  documenta—  with  deco- 
rum. I  wish  I  could  pay  the  same  compliment 
to  the  report  of  tiie  bank  conunittee.  In  dis- 
cussing the  question  before  us,  I  shall  exercise 
theri^t — and  I  presume  every  member  will 
do  the  same — of  inquiring  into  the  propriety 
of  tiie  measnre  adopted  by  the  £zeontiTe  branch 
oi  the  Government ;  and  of  stating  on  that 
mooh  more  important  question,  my  reasons  for 
belie^ng  tiiat  the  deposits  ought  not  to  be  re- 
stored  to  the  Bank  of  Uie  United  States.  In 
pnnming  that  coarse,  I  am  sure  I  shall  act  in 
aooordance  with  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  notwithstanding  the  reruon  given 
to  Ms  opinions  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania,  (Mr.  BinHBT,)  who  makes  that  ofBcer 
deny  the  right  of  this  House  to  control  the 
question,  wi  fax  from  duming  the  ezclnsive 
control  over  the  public  deposits,  the  Secretary 
expressly  says  that  "  his  right  to  de^gnate  the 
place  of  depMit  was  always  necessarily  subject 
to  the  oon^l  of  Congreas."  Bnt,  sir,  I  can 
re&r  the  gentleman  from  Feniuylvania  to  an 
ttothority  which  carries  the  r^t  o(  the  Treas- 
ury and  of  the  Executive  over  the  question  far 
beytmd  any  ground  now  assumed  by  the  Sec- 
retary, and  which,  also,  fhrnldiea  a  vwj  able 


reply  to  the  aignment  of  the  gentleman  himself 
'When  the  condact  of  the  bank  was  the  subject 
oS  debate  in  1819,  a  gentleman  who  was  a  di- 
rector of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (tSr. 
Sergeant,)  contended  that,  "if  we  undertake  to 
examine  the  general  adnunistration  of  afiairs 
of  the  bank,  or  to  investigate  the  condnot  ot 
particular  cUrectorSj  we  are  involved  at  once 
in  the  danger  of  an  mterference  with  the  Exec- 
utive. To  that  department  it  belongs  to  decide 
whether  the  public  duty  has  been  performed." 

Neither,  lu*.  Speaker,  shall  I  conceive  it  my 
duty  to  defend  the  Executive  for  interfering 
with  the  removal  of  the  deponts.  Were  I  to  do 
so,  I  might  engage  in  this  grave  and  profound 
inqniry— wheUiw  the  Treasury  be  an  executive 
deparbnent  or  not.  I  might  ^nah  my  raaeaniheB 
to  an  earlier  period  in  onr  history,  and  involve 
one  of  our  former  Fre^dents  in  a  much  more 
serious  difficulty  than  that  in  which  we  find  the 
present  ObiefUagistrate.  It  is  fortunate,  indeed, 
that  the  important  disoovwy,  that  the  Treasury 
is  not  an  executive  department,  had  not  been 
made  in  1800 ;  for,  sir,  in  that  year,  according 
to  the  doctrine  now  nuuntuned,  a  most  flagrant 
outrage  was  committed  upon  tiie  laws  and  the 
constitution.  Congress,  by  the  act  of  the  24tii 
of  April,  1800,  authorized*  the  President  "  to 
direct  the  various  offices  belonging  to  the  sev- 
eral executive  d^uurtments"  to  be  removed 
from  Philadelphia  to  Washington.  In  those 
simple  days  they  aotnally  forgot  the  Treasury 
altogether,  and  left  it  remaining  in  Philadelphia, 
where,  according  to  the  modem  oonatruotiou, 
it  should  have  remained  to  this  day.  But  the 
President,  by  an  extisordinary  act  of  usurpa- 
tion, removed—fiot  the  deponts,  rir— but  the 
very  department  itself  presuming  it  to  be  a 
branch  of  the  Executive  t  Fortunately  for  Mm, 
he  did  not  live  in  our  times,  or  we  know  not 
what  might  have  been  his  fate.  Ur.  Speaker,  I 
have  no  wish  to  treat  the  opinions  or  ai^pmients 
of  gentlemen  lightiy  or  with  disrespect;  hot 
it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  about  as  mooh 
Bcdidity  in  this  aiwoment,  that  the  TreasQty  is 
not  an  ueoutive  dwartment,  as  there  is  in  Us 
ooncomitant,  that  direotdng  the  pnUio  revenue 
to  be  collected  in  Third  instead  of  Cheatnot 
Street  arms  the  Ezecntive  with  the  powers  ftf 
the  purse  and  the  sword,  and  endangers  Hm 
liberties  of  my  country. 

Were  I  to  vindicate  the  oonduct  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  I  would  defend  him 
as  he  would  defend  himself,  were  he  now 
arraigned  at  your  bar.  I  would  protect  him  with 
no  Treasury  shield.  I  would  evade  no  questicm 
— shun  no  responsibility.  I  would  tell  you  he 
had  discharg^  a  great  publio  duty — a  duty 
assigned  him  by  the  constitution — an  anthority 
paramount  to  all  your  laws ;  parltenlarly  one 
wMoh  never  rested  on  any  ocmstitntdimal  fonn- 
daticm;  and  more  espedally  an  act  wMoh, 
whetiier  oonstitntional  or  nob  has  been  violated 
by  the  party  for  whose  benent  it  was  intended. 
I  would  ask  you,  who  is  there  now  living  who 
baa  done  more  to  re-estabUsh  the  antibonty  of 
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the  constitatioD !  When  the  President  came 
into  office,  he  fonnd  this  hsll  thronged  with 
able  and  eloquent  men,  adTocating  the  very  doo- 
trines  which  are  now  repudiated.  When  a  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia — that  State  which  never 
lias  abandoned  the  constitution — rose  to  make 
a  constitational  a^oment,  it  excited  a  smile  of 
ridioole  or  deiidon.  Bat  now,  how  changed 
the  flcoie  I  We  are  all  oonstitiitionaliflts— we 
areTOQBed  at  the  sHf^test  inft-actlon,  real  .or 
imaginary,  of  the  laws  or  the  constitution.  The 
tendency  to  consolidation  is  not  only  arrested, 
but  we  seem  to  be  rushing  to  the  opposite  ex- 
treme. *And  to  whom  are  we  indebted  for  this 
change  t  To  whom  but  that  man  who  dared 
to  "  assume  the  responsibility  " — who  ventured 
to  appeal  from  the  deciffion  of  Ooogress  to  the 
Judgment  of  bis  conntrr — to  him  who  has  been 
the  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of 
effecting  a  great  civil  revolution f  Yes,  sir; 
he  found  at  me  commencement  of  his  adminis- 
tration every  department  of  the  Gtovemment 
contaminated  with  onconstitntioiial  doofarines; 
he  fonnd  a  fbbric  of  GoTemmeut  erected  herfc 
of  which  the  basis  was  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  the  superstructure,  tiie  tarifi^  and  a 
national  ^stem  of  internal  improvements.  We 
have  seen  the  parts  of  this  edifice  give  way, 
till  nothing  remtdns  but  the  foundation — the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina's  "  rock  of  ada- 
mant." Nothing  remains,  sbr,  but  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  On  that  question  tlie 
Fremdent  has  di8char^;ed  his  duty — the  people 
have  ratified  his  decision — it  now  only  remains 
for  their  representatives  to  pnt  this  question 
forever  at  rest.  Th^  opportunity  is  now  pre- 
sented. For  the  motion  now  pouUog  is  more 
important  in  its  oonsequenoes  than  the  mere 
restoration  of  the  deposits;  it  inTolves  not 
merely  the  tnnporary  interests  of  trade  and 
rerenne,  bnt  the  existence  of  the  G<nisdtation 
and  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  country ;  it 
is,  in  efi'ect,  a  motion  to  reoharter  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Yes,  dr,  after  having  de- 
bated and  decided  that  qnestion  everywhere 
two  years  ago,  it  is  again  revived,  and  the 
country  must  be  a  second  time  agitated  in  a 
hopeless  struggle  to  obtcun  a  renewal  of  its 
chuter.  I  had  hoped,  for  the  sake  of  the  public 
tranquillity,  that  the  institution  would  have 
■nbmitted  to  its  ftte ;  but  when  I  observe  its 
course  for  the  last  three  years,  and  its  measures 
tat  some  mont^  past — when  I  see  the  reoent 
moTementa  abroad,  with  the  hope — the  vun 
hope,  air — of  operating  upon  the  fears  and  the 
pwtieal  integrity  of  this  House — when  I  notice 
a  manifest  design  to  alarm  the  public  mind,  to 
prostrate  oommenual  credit,  to  distress  trade, 
and  to  paralyze  the  industry  of  the  country — I 
am  almost  compelled,  sir,  to  respond  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  gentleman  iix>m  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  BmNBT,)  that  "the  time  has 
come  when  gentlemen  are  dispoeed  to  do  more 
for  one  cause  than  for  the  oaase  of  thdr  oonn- 
try." 

Vx.  Speaker,  to  letom  to  this  ^lestioii  of  the 


40S 
[H.  or  B. 

removal  of  the  deposits :  I  care  not  for  these 
expenditures  for  the  printing  and  distribution 
of  essays,  speeches,  and  reviews.  It  is  the 
natural  resort  of  every  such  institution,  Bo> 
sides,  sir,  wheuever  the  people  of  this  conntay 
can  be  convinced  that  a  national  bank  is  for 
their  individual  benefit;  whenever  tiiey  are 
persuaded  that  it  is  commtible  with  the  perma* 
nent  existence  of  repaUicau  inatitalioDB,  or  cai- 
onlated  to  strengthen  the  dofenoes  of  <dril  lib- 
ertj,  we  may  surrender  the  (question;  far  a 
people  entertaiDing  such  opimous  will  soon 
erect  for  themselves  a  Government  of  a  very 
difierent  character  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
republic 

No^  sir,  do  I  ol^ect  to  the  interference  of 
the  officers  and  dependants  of  the  institution  in 
our  elections.  I  hold  those  who  chartered  the 
bank  accountable  for  that,.  The  gentieman  fix)m 
South  Carolina  ^fr.  UoDdtfis)  must  seek  in 
some  other  world  for  a  people  destitute  of  the 
passions  of  our  race,  bdore  he  will  find  a  coun- 
try where  the  offioers  and  dependants  of 
banks  or  Qovemmenta  will  not  mterfere  with 
elections  whereyer  the  right  of  suffi^  Is  en- 
joyed. It  is  nn«ife  to  rest  onr  public  polii^,  or 
our  political  hopes,  on  any  such  artificial  foon* 
dation,  I  am  glad,  sir,  that  the  institution 
has  engaged  in  our  elections,  and  I  congratulate 
my  country  that  tbe  Prendent  presented  this 
question  at  an  early  day  for  its  decision.  It 
has  been  folly  and  £^ly  considered  and  settiedf 
for  the  first  time  since  the  adoption  of  tbe  con- 
stitution. The  old  bank  was  not  founded  on 
popular  will,  and  the  present  institation  was 
the  last  of  those  extraordinary  measures  which 
were  prcijected  in  1814^  '16,  and  '16,  The  ques- 
tion has  been  at  last  hUrlj  submitted  to  the 
people,  and  the  resolt  is  the  largest  nu^jority 
agamst  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  tiiat  has 
ever  been  known  nnoe  the  adoption  oi  the  con- 
stitution. We  have  every  reason,  sir,  to  oon- 
gratulate  onr  country  on  the  result  of  onr 
-fitte  contests :  it  proves  our  devotion  to  tl^e 
Union  and  the  constitntion ;  it  proves  that  public 
opinion  is  as  sound  now,  at  the  close  of  near 
half  a  century,  as  it  was  at  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution.  It  renews  the  patriot's  confidence 
in  the  stability  of  our  repubhcan  Government. 

Neither  should  I  jost^r  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  from  any  apprehension  of  the  insol- 
vency of  the  institution.  On  this  point  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sonth  Carofina,  (Mr.  UdDumx,) 
no  donbt,  nnintentifmally,  haa  d(me  me  some 
injustice.  I  never  supposed,  however  its  affairs 
may  have  been  managed,  and  whatever  divi- 
dend its  stockholders  may  ultimately  receive, 
that  the  whole  capital  of  thirty-five  millicma 
had  been  wasted.  There  was  but  one  member 
of  the  committee  to  which  we  belonged  who 
desired  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  insolvency 
of  the  institution,  and  who  would  have  done  so, 
had  his  associates  consented  to  it.  And,  sir, 
if  the  gentieman  from  Sonth  Carolina  means  to 
^osecate  any  one  for  this  libel  or  slander,  I 
mnat  leave  htan  to  wttle  tiie  qneeticoi  of  dani- 


Digiiized  by 


404 


H.  ov  B.1 

ages  with  hia  friend  the  gentleman  from  GteorglfL 
Olatton.)  Bat,  sir,  I  did  entertain  and 
express  the  opinion  that  the  Buik  of  the  United 
States  would  he  onable  to  pay  the  three  per 
cents  at  the  time  when  the  Goremment  wonld 
reqnire  their  payment.  Was  that  prophecy 
falfiiled?  Were  the  three  per  cents  pud  on 
the  1st  of  J11I7,  or  the  let  Ootober^SSfl,  or 
even  on  the  1st  ci  Jannarjr,  18SS  ?  What  was 
the  otmdition  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uidted  States 
in  Febraary,  1882 1  I  wUl  not  ^ve  the  gentle* 
man  from  Sonth  Oarolina  my  opinions ;  I  will 
giTe  him  the  opimons  of  one  entitled  to  the 
highest  respect — of  a  gentleman  now  no  more 
—to  whose  memory  I  shonld  do  injostioe  were 
I  not  to  say  that,  for  skUl,  ability,  and  experi- 
ence in  banking,  he  had  no  snperior  in  this 
coontry ;  of  one  who  had  directed  the  affairs 
of  one  of  our  largest  hanking  institntions,  and 
who  was,  moreover,  a  decided  Mend  of  the 
Bank  of  the  TTnited  States,  and  as  decided  an 
opponent  of  this  administra^on.  What  acoonnt 
does  he  j^ve  of  the  oondition  of  the  bank,  in 
hb  letter  of  the  1601  Febniaiy,  1882 1 

*'  I  have  Been  the  statement  of  the  affiurs  of  the 
bank  for  1881  reported  to  Congress,  and  I  confess 
I  am  alarmed  at  the  picture.  Th^r  loans  hare 
been  bcreased  in  the  year  from  fnrty-flTe  to  sixty-six 
BdlUons,  while  their  spede  has  decreased  from  twelve 
to  seven  millions.  The  bank  has  now  outstand- 
ing th&t  vast  amount  of  loans — (which  it  will  find 
it  ^ffioult  to  reduce  or  call  iu,)  its  specie  low — no 
funds  in  Europe  to  draw  for ;  on  the  contrary,  in  debt 
a  miDion  and  a  half— «xohange  at  eleven  per  cent, 
premlam — specie  sUpping  by  evety  packet— by  that 
of  to-day  tl40,000-^ore  than  twenty  millions  of 
tbdr  notes  in  circuIaUon,  which  the  prenore  of  the 
Umes  win  bring  back  upon  them  rapidly — and  th^ 
private  depouta  liable  to  be  withdrawn.  They  have 
acted  like  madmen,  and  deserve  to  have  cooserra- 
tors  appointed  over  them.'* 

They  have  acted  like  madm^  and  deserve  to 
have  conservators  appointed  over  them  I  This, 
too,  the  opinion  of  an  experienced  hanker — 
a  friend  of  the  bank  and  an  opponent  to  this 
administration.  This  was  the  origin  of  our 
present  distress,  as  I  shall  presently  show.  Do 
we  not  see,  sir,  how  impolitic  it  is  in  the  Gov- 
ernment to  ^ve  to  any  audi  instibitaon  this 
immense  power  over  the  property  and  welfare 
of  the  oountry  ?  Have  we  not,  in  this  brief 
statement  of  its  transaotionB  for  a  idiu^e  year — 
if  I  may  borrow  the  language  of  ^e  gentle- 
man firom  Pennsylvania — a  fearful  admonition 
flut  we  hold  all  our  treasures  in  eartiien  vessels  " 
— miejndging  man,  either  in  error  or  in 
anger,  may,  in  a  moment,  dash  them  to  the 
earth,  and  break  into  a  thousand  fragments  the 
finest  creatjons  of  industry  and  intelligenoe  ? " 
I  was  happy  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania Bay  that  he  was  not  a  member  of  the 
hoard  in  1881.  No,  sir;  bad  he  beea  then  a 
director  of  the  institution,  I  am  sore  he  never 
would  have  consented  that,  after  fifteen  years' 
enstenoe,  it  should  suddemy  augment  its  com- 
merdai  loans  nearly  fifty  per  cent.  No,  rir ; 
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after  the  President  had  annoonced  his  hostility 
to  the  bank,  when  it  was  probable,  nay,  almost 
certain,  that  it  would  not  be  rechartered,  he 
never  coold  have  consented  to  an  expansion  of 
its  oommenual  loans  of  more  than  twenty  mil- 
lions, merely  to  inotease  the  embarraaaments  of 
trade  in  oortaiUng  tiiat  additional  amoimt  npon 
winding  np  its  amurs.  I  have  too  maeh  oon- 
fidmoe  in  his  judement  and  hnmanitT-  to  he- 
liere  that  he  would  thus  rashly  sp«t  with  and 
put  in  Jet^tardy  the  properly  and  welfare  of 
the  country. 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  sudden  expansion 
of  the  oommercial  loans  of  the  Bank  of  the 
TTnited  States  was  made  with  the  knowledge, 
as  we  are  informed  in  the  report  of  the  bank 
committee,  that  *'  there  were  more  than  twenty- 
five  milUons  and  a  half  of  the  prinoipal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  payable  in  the  year 
1882— fi^m  81st  December,  1881,  to  Ist  Jann- 
ary,  1888 — of  which  more  than  fifteen  nuUiona 
were  to  he  p^d  in  fifteen  months,  and  between 
eight  and  nine  of  it  to  fordgnets."  Is  U  snr- 
prising  that  the  bank  sfaonld  have  been  embar- 
rassed  and  driven  to  every  expedient  in  18S2 1 
Tet,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina 
tells  us  that  the  bank  saved  the  oomitry  by 
its  able  management"  The  hank  saved  the 
country  t  Why,  if  it  had  not  negotiated  a  loan 
of  some  tiiirteen  millions  with  Government,  and 
of  fonr  or  five  millioDs  with  foreign  hankers,  it 
would  have  been  driven  to  the  necesmty  of 
ruining  its  debtors,  protesting  our  Treasury 
warrants,  or  of  enspHiding  its  payments.  Tes, 
mr,  the  ^tieman  from  Sonth  Carolina  wonld 
have  discovered  that  hia  rock  of  adamant  rested 
on  a  qmoksand. 

I  do  not  w(Hider,  Ifr.  Speaker,  that  both  the 
goitieman  from  South  Oarolina  and  tiie  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  wish  to  consider  this 
affair  of  the  three  per  cents  as  "  an  old  story  " 
— ^that  they  would  cover  it  with  the  veil  of 
oblivion.  I  wish,  for  the  credit  of  the  institu- 
tion, that  it  had  never  occurred.  What  was  the 
trsnsaotionf  As  early  as  Haroh,  1882,  before 
Government  had  made  any  arrangement  for  the 
redemption  of  these  stocks,  the  board  author- 
ized the  exchange  committee  to  negotiate  with 
the  public  creditors.  Soon  after  this,  the  Treas- 
ury announced  its  intention  to  pay  a  portion  of 
them  in  July.  The  preiddent  of  the  bank  vis- 
ited Washington,  and  made  a  poritin  arrange- 
ment with  the  Government  to  pay  a  part  on 
the  Ist  of  October,  and  tiie  remainder  on  the 
1st  of  January ;  the  bank  assuming  a  quarter's 
interest  on  a  portion  of  them.  After  this  ar- 
rangement had  been  made,  without  tiie  knowl- 
edge of  the  Treasury,  of  the  Government  di- 
rectors, or  even  of  the  board,  an  agcmt  was 
de^atohed  to  England  to  negotiate  with  the 
holders  of  the  three  per  cente,  to  the  extent 
of  five  millions,  to  postpone  the  piQ^rait  for 
twelve  months,  and  conditionally  for  a  further 
term.  Was  no  stipulation  violated  !  "Why,  nr, 
let  me  put  a  case  to  the  gentieman  from  Sontii 
Oardin^  BnppoM  he  had  oontraete^  with  his 
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fitctor  at  AngiiBtB  to  receive  his  monejB  and  pa^ 
Ida  debts ;  suppose  that,  in  Hu^b,  1882,  he  had 
tumoimoed  to  bis  fax^r  that  he  owed  a  debt  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  which  he  wished  him  to 

Say,  s  part  on  the  1st  of  July,  and  the  renuun- 
er  on  the  1st  of  October.  The  factor  visits 
Edgefield,  states  to  him  tbat  he  had  loaned  the 
monej  to  bis  cnstomers,  and  that  he  sboold  be 
obliged  to  distress  tbem  if  he  withdrew  it  at 
80  Mrij  a  period.  He,  however,  makes  an  ar- 
rangement to  pay  the  amoout  in  October  and 
Janturr.  After  this,  and  witibont  the  knowl- 
edge <H  the  gentleman  from  Soath  Qirolina, 
suppose  the  »otor  should  go  to  the  holder  of 
the  note,  and  arrange  with  bim  to  postpone  the 

Eayment  for  twelve  months  at  three  per  cent, 
ttwest,  while  he  would  oontinne  to  loan  the 
money  of  his  employer  to  his  onstomers  at  ax. 
Kow,  scppose  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina should  acoidentally  discover  this  arrange- 
ment ;  would  he  feel  himself  bound  by  his  con- 
tract to  continue  that  agency  t  Would  not  the 
eontraot  be  annulled  ?  Suppose  he  had  with- 
drawn his  moneys  from  his  hwds ;  would  be 
restore  the  depodts  I  No,  nr.  never-Hwrer 
would  the  gentlemaa  from  Bontn  Carolina  con- 
fide in  tbat  agent  attain.  Sir,  I  wish  to  do  im- 
partial justice  in  this  matter  between  the  bank 
and  the  Government.  The  conduct  of  the  for- 
mer cannot  be  justified ;  and,  as  it  resardB  tbe 
latter,  it  is  vain  to  talk  of  plighted  faith  and 
violated  honor,  for  all  its  obligations  were  can- 
celled— forever  oanoelled — ^from  the  date  of  that 
transaction. 

There  is,  however,  another  view  to  be  taken 
of  the  relations  existing  between  the  bank  and 
the  Government.  We  have  lessened  the  dig- 
nl^  of  our  GoTemment  by  enga^png  in  and 
ahwing  in  the  profits  of  one  of  the  trades  of 
file  eommmiiljy.  We  have  beoome  disooimters 
of  notee,  bill  tOYdKra,  and  dealers  in  coin  and 
bullion.  We  have  entered  into  partnership 
with  an  association  of  capitalists,  and  have  em- 
ployed seven  millions  of  the  public  money  in  a 
great  banking  concern.  Those  whom  we  have 
appointed  to  represent  our  seven  millions  in- 
form us  that  a  loan  to  the  extent  of  four  or  five 
millions  has  been  n^tiated  by  our  partners, 
without  their  knowledge  or  consent;  that  they 
refuse  to  exhibit  vouchers  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  ccmoem;  that  they  deny  to  tbem  all 
partidpation  in  the  management  of  the  oo-part- 
nership ;  and  that  they  have  no  control  what- 
ever over  any  (tf  its  a&ira.  How,  dr,  what 
would  be  the  course  of  a  oi^talist  nnder  snoh 
dronnwtances  t  Would  he  not  Immediately 
withdraw  his  representatives,  and  announce 
to  the  world  a  dissolution  of  co-partnership  f 
Would  not  all  his  obligations  to  bis  partners  be 
cancelled  forever  ?  Surely,  sir,  the  bank  and 
the  Government  are  not  bound  by  less  rigid 
notions  of  honor,  law,  or  equity,  than  would 
govern  the  commercial  community.  We  are, 
besides,  bound  to  protect  the  directors,  who 
represent  ns  and  guard  th»  publie  interest  in 
that  iaatitotion.  Had  tbey  been  Imb  ftithfld 
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to  the  Government,  they  would  have  been 
treated  with  more  respect  by  their  associates, 
and  never  would  have  been  attacked  by  the 
bank  or  its  Mends. 

Ur.  Speaker,  the  Government  was  bound  by 
other  and  higher  obligations  to  remove  the  de- 
posits— ^by  it^  obligations  to  the  country,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  misconduct  of  the  bank,  Happy 
would  it  have  been  for  our  commercial  int«est 
had  the  Ctovemment  akme  been  wronged,  and 
had  the  oalamitoua  efifeots  of  the  bank's  mis- 
management not  Mien  upon  the  trade  and  in- 
dustry of  the  country,  we  have  heard  much 
of  the  present  distress,  and  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposits.  The  gentieman  from  Pennsylvap 
nia  (lu*.  BmmcT)  admits  that  the  mere  transfer 
of  ten  millioDB  of  money  could  produce  no  such 
results.  Sir,  no  man  can  beheve  it  who  un- 
derstands any  thing  of  banking.  The  same 
measure  produced  no  such  efitocts  in  1811 ;  nor 
did  a  similar  one  to  a  greater  extent  in  1817, 
when  the  public  depoaits  were  transferred  from 
abQ  local  banks  to  the  United  States  Bank.  We 
have  drawn  annually,  for  years  past,  more 
money  from  tiie  bank  to  pay  the  |«in(npal  and 
interest  of  the  public  deot  37o,  it  is  not  the 
transfer  of  ten  or  twenty  millions  that  can  dis- 
tress a  n^ouj^i^oying,  like  ours,  a  substantial 
prosperity.  The  present  prostrated  coi^ition 
of  commercial  credit  in  this  country  is  owing 
eiduaively,  whether  through  error  or  by  de- 
sign, to  t^e  mismana^ment  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  years 
1831,  '82,  and  *8S — to  the  extraordinary  and 
sadden  expansion  and  contraction  of  its  com- 
mercial credits  during  those  three  years,  when 
it  was  almost  certainly  known  that  the  bank 
would  not  be  rechartered.  We  are  informed, 
nr,  by  the  report  of  the  bank  conmdttee— for 
I  shaU  adduce  no  anthority  not  emanating  from 
tlie  bank  or  Ita  friends— we  are  informed  thidi, 
between  Hay,  1880,  and  May,  1832,  its  loans 
**to  individuals"  were  increased  more  thmi 
twenty-seven  millions  two  hundred  thonsand 
dollars,  on  an  aggregate  of  forty-tbree  millions 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  being  an  increase 
of  more  than  sixty  per  cent,  principally  in 

1881,  and  all  subsequent  to  the  date  when  tiiere 
was  not  the  least  prospect  of  the  bank's  ever 
being  rechartered.  We  are  also  informed-  in 
the  same  document,  that,  between  Hay,  1882, 
and  Kovember,  188S,  the  bank  had  reduced  its 
commercial  Imna  thirteen  millions  two  hun- 
dred thonsand  dollars ;  and.  by  a  snbseqnent 
report  ctf  the  bank  the  2a  December,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  aggr^ate  reduction,  from  Kay, 

1882,  to  December,  1888,  was  about  sixteen  mU- 
lions ;  and  that  the  most  of  that  reduction  oo* 
curred  since  the  question  of  the  removal  of  tiie 
deposits  had  been  agitated.  Thus  we  have  an 
aggregate  fiuctnation  in  the  commercial  credits, 
controlled  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
of  more  than  fortf-three  milllona.  But,  sir, 
even  this  would  have  produced  little  or  no 
efiect  nptm  the  great  mass  of  commercial  &6dit 
alwajs  eilflfang  in  this  pro^wons  eonntrx. 
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While,  however,  the  Bank  of  the  tTnited  States 
•has  been,  whether  hj  design  or  not,  engaged  in 
thus  rashly  sporting  with  the  interests  of  trade, 
it  has  been  mainly  instramental  in  setting  io 
motion  near  five  liandred  local  banks,  which 
have  been  also  employed  in  expanding  and  con* 
trading  their  commercial  loana ;  making,  prob- 
Mjj  an  aggregate  flnotoalaon  of  these  t>ank 
oredita  to  trade,  to  the  extent  ttf  two  or  three 
hundred  milUonB  of  dollars.  When  we  con- 
rider  how  tills  most  have  affected  the  private 
concerns  between  merchants  and  traders,  we 
may  imagine,  though  it  is  impossible  to  meas- 
ure, the  extent  of  the  fiactuation  in  the  whole 
mass  of  commercial  credit  in  the  Union.  StilL 
sir,  rich  as  our  country  is  in  resonrces,  and 
buoyant  in  prosperity,  it  could  have  withstood 
all  this,  had  the  Buik  of  the  United  States,  In 
oartailing  its  loans,  acted  towards  our  local  in- 
BtitntioDs  with  that  liberality  which  would 
have  promoted  its  own  interest,  and  cherished 
the  prosperity  of  trade  and  industry.  It  is  not, 
rir,  the  reduction  of  the  loans  of  rix-aud-twenty 
banks  scattered  over  this  nst  eonfiederacy,  at 
the  rate  of  one,  two,  or  three  millions  monthly, 
that  can  distress  a  nation.  Ho,  mr,  the  bank 
mi^t  do  all  this,  and  wind  up  its  ooncems  with 
ease,  provided  it  would  effect  it  with  any  re- 
eard  whatever  for  tiie  countrr,  and  would  not, 
by  perdstiog  in  a  vaia  struggle  for  a  new  char- 
ter, sacrifice  its  own  and  all  other  interests. 
But  what  has  been  its  cooductt  Ever  ^nce 
the  three  per  cent,  transaction  in  October, 
1882,  the  public  mind  has  been  agitated  with 
this  question  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits, 
justiy  judging  that  the  bank  bad  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  Government,  and  knowing  that 
the  term  of  its  charter  was  ^inroaohing  a  dose. 
V^om  that  moment  the  bank  and  its  fiiends 
commenced  a  series  of  operations  to  disturb 
the  puUie  tranquillity.  The  most  alarming  con- 
sequences were  predicted  by  its  advocates,  while 
the  bank  went  silently  to  work  to  realize  those 
predictions.  It  not  only  commenced  a  rapid 
enrtrilment  of  its  loans  to  trade,  but,  what  was 
far  more  disastrous  to  the  country,  it  placed  it- 
self and  its  five-and-twenty  branches  in  an  at- 
titude of  hostility  to  some  four  or  five  hundred 
local  banks,  and  thus  made  war  indirectly  upon 
every  menuiant,  trader,  uumn&cturer,  and  arti- 
san in  the  country. 

Tes,  sir,  the  oonduot  of  fbe  bank  and  its 
friends  was  such,  thronghont  the  vboU  of  the 
last  year,  as  to  ezdte  uaim ;  and  every  State 
bank,  and  every  merchant  and  trader,  began  to 
draw  ^eir  concerns  within  their  own  resources. 
The  mass  of  commercial  credits  was  suddenly 
reduced  to  an  enormous  extent,  varying,  proba- 
bly, from  the  amount  existing  in  1881,  many 
hundred  millions ;  foreign  exchanges  fell  lower 
than  they  have  been  for  fifteen  years,  and  mer- 
cantile confidence  was  utterly  destroyed.  Had 
the  bank  confined  its  hostility  to  Government, 
and  not  made  war,  through  the  local  banks, 
upon  the  trade  and  industry  of  the  country, 
and  had  its  friends  abroad  regarded  the  inteiv 
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ests  of  the  country  more  than  the  interests  of 
the  bank,  no  distress  oonld  have  occurred ;  for 
there  never  was  a  period  when  there  was  less 
substantial  cause  for  it  The  Government 
would  have  been  utterlj  regivdless  of  the  great 
Interests  of  the  country  had  it  postponed  re- 
moving the  deposits  for  a  nngle  day.  The  dis- 
tress was  eqiuUj  great,  ana  from  the  same 
causes,  bdbre  as  since  lbs  removal ;  though,  as 
Ckmgress  was  not  then  in  session,  there  was 
lesB  pageantry  in  the  movements  u  the  bank 
and  its  friends ;  and  the  time  had  not  arrived, 
as  it  has  done  since,  when  it  was  expedient  to 
make  a  general  and  nmultaneous  effort  to  pro- 
duce a  panic  in  the  commercial  community, 
and  to  attempt  to  operate  upon  the  fears  of  this 
House  and  of  the  country.  The  same  distres^ 
and  fhim  the  ssme  causes,  would  have  existed 
if  the  deposits  had  not  been  removed ;  the  ssme 
movements  would  have  been  made  to  intimidate 
the  House  into  a  vote  against  their  reihovaL 
The  present  state  of  the  country  is  not  the 
work  of  a  day  or  a  monthi  and  has  not  been 
produced  by  any  measure  adopted  by  Govern- 
ment. It  has  been  owing  altogether  to  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  bank  for  three  years 
past.  The  conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  Bmted 
States  in  1881,  *83,  and  '88,  though  for  a  differ- 
ent purpose,  has  been  predsely  what  it  was  in 
1817j  '18,  and  '19 ;  and  nothing  bat  the  sound 
condition  of  trade,  the  rise  in  cotton  during  the 
last  year,  and  the  state  of  our  foreign  exchanges, 
has  saved  the  country  from  calamities  nmdar 
to  those  which  then  desolated  the  Weet^  and 
paralyzed  the  trade  of  the  whole  Union.  Yes, 
sir,  the  president  and  directors  of  tiie  Bank  of 
the  United  States  have  done  what  would  have 
induced  t^  Hoose,  in  1619,  to  ordo:  a  seitw 
faciaa,  had  not  the  direction  of  the  institution 
been  transferred  to  other  hands ;  and  had  it 
not  been  placed  under  the  'admini^Tatiott  of 
those  in  whom  Congress  had  confidence.  Sir, 
the  removal  of  the  depodts  could  not  have 
been  postponed,  with  s^ety  to  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  The  policy  of  the  bank 
was  well  understood,  and  the  state  of  the  foreign 
exchanges  prevented  the  posnbility  of  a  drain 
for  specie  from  abroad.  Every  day's  delay 
would  have  added  to  the  distress  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  the  power  of  the  institution  to  aug- 
ment it.  Those  who  administer  its  afiairs 
might,  in  an  instant,  put  an  end  to  the  public 
distress,  and  at  the  same  lame  continue  its 
cnrtulments,  by  announcing  to  the  local  in- 
stitutions the  policy  they  intend  to  pursue, 
and  permitting  them  fearlessly  to  afford  th«r 
usual  facilities  to  trade.  But,  while  the  pred- 
dent  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  remain  with  tbeir  arms  folded;  while 
they  decline  giving  the  State  banks  any  intima- 
tion as  to  the  course  they  may  pursue  in  exact- 
ing the  balances  which  must  neoesssrily  fall  dae, 
to  an  institution  winding  up  its  ooncema,  from 
other  institutions  which  continue  in  operation ; 
while  they  oont^ue  to  pursue  the  ptuioy  the^ 
have  acted  np<ni  tor  some  numthB  past,  it  vffl 
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be  imposailile  for  the  local  banks  to  relieve  the 
oomit^.  Was  thia  the  policy  adopted  by  the 
old  Bfu^  of  the  United  States  ?  I  was  grati- 
fied, sir,  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Penns;}- 
Tania  defending  that  ancient  institution.  What- 
ever may  have  been  its  political  oondnct,  it 
never  can  be  censored  for  the  manner  in  which 
it  wound  ap  its  oonoems.  TSfoi  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  the  preiident  and  dueoton  of  that 
butitDtian  towards  the  local  banlu  and  the 
great  interests  of  the  conn  try,  affords  a  striking 
and  an  nnfortnnate  contrast  to  the  course  now 
adopted  by  those  who  manage  the  affairs  of  the 
existing  bank.  In  what  manner  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States  wonnd  np  its  conoems,  we 
are  informed  by  a  writer  of  that  day,  I  quote 
from  a  Boienfic  work' — ^ftom  an  authority  with 
which  the  gentleman  from  Pennqrlvsnia  is 
undoubtedly  familiar: 

"The  pablio  pro^rity  might  have  received  a 
severe  shock,  and  Government  itself  been  exposed 
to  difficulties  and  embarrassments  mach  more  seri- 
ons  than  those  under  which  it  must  now  necessarily 
labor  from  the  want  of  a  national  bank,  if  the  same 
coniM  of  deUberate  prudence  which  has  marked 
the  conduct  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
throuehont  had  not  been  also  pursued  in  their  mode 
of  wiudrawing  from  business.  But  they  proceeded 
in  their  work  so  slovly,  and  acted  towards  indirid- 
nal  debtors,  and  towai^  other  banks  on  which  they 
had  claims,  with  so  much  liberal  forbearance,  that 
time  was  niaed  to  supply  the  pablle  with  the  circu- 
lating medium  of  new  bank  orlBdits  la  Ueu  of  those 
to  be  withdrawn — a  conduct  which  was,  moreover, 
dictated  by  the  interests  of  the  ezj^ring  institution 
itself  and  ringularly  &vored  by  the  geoer^  stagna- 
tion of  cwnmerce  at  the  period  when  it  took  place." 

"What  a  contrast  does  this  policy  present  to 
that  pursued  by  the  present  institation  fbr  three 
years  past  I  "The  same  course  of  ddibenite 
prudence,"— "They  proceeded  In  flwdr  work 
so  slowly,  and  acted  towards  individual  debtors, 
and  towards  other  banks  on  which  they  had 
oldms,  with  so  much  liberal  forbearance." — 

A  conduct  which  was,  moreover,  dictated  by 
the  interests  of  the  expiring  institution  itaelf." 
What,  sir,  would  have  been  the  actual  condition 
of  the  country,  had  the  president  and  directors 
of  the  present  institution  adopted,  in  1881,  a 
similior  "  course  of  deliberate  prudence,"  m- 
flteod  of  en>anding  its  commercial  loans,  and 
plodng  itself  in  a  worse  oondUion  for  winding 
np  its  afihirs  in  1884,  than  it  was  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1881,  by  eleven  miUionB  of  dollars? 
What  would  have  been  the  preaent  condition 
of  onr  trade  and  industry,  had  the  Bank  of  .the 
United  States  "  acted  towards  individual  debt- 
ors, and  towards  other  banks  on  which  it  had 
claims,  with  such  liberal  forbearance  ? "  How 
different  would  have  been  our  present  condi- 
tion, had  the  affairs  of  the  bank:  been  adminis- 
tered with  a  proper  view  to  the  interesto  of  its 
stockholders,  and  a  Just  regard  to  the  country  t 
I  trust  that  its  president  and  directors  will  be 
admonished  by  the  prudent  and  just  course  of 
their  predeceason,  and  boeafter  proceed  In 
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winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  bank  without  dis- 
turbing the  public  tranquillity,  and  sacrificing 
all  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  I  hope 
that  such  wilt  be  their  future  conduct,  that, 
some  twenty  years  after  the  institution  shall 
have  eiqpixed,  some  fHend  may  be  aUe  to  defend 
it  with  equal  jnstioe  and  ability.  But  1^  on  Uie 
other  hnid,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
should  persist  in  this  vain  struggle  for  a  new 
charter—if  it  should  continue  to  set  pnblie 
opinion  at  defiance — to  agitate  trade — to  aani- 
fice  all  interests,  ud  to  disregard  the  rain  it 
may  produce,  hgr  pursuing  the  policy  of  an 
exasperated  and  expiring  institntion— it  will 
not  only  go  down,  but  it  will  dose  its  concerns 
amidst  the  nniversal  execrations  of  the  coantry. 


WnansDAT,  January  16. 

JSt.  Samusl  McDowell  Hoou  said:  The 
question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Freridait*B 
Mt,  in  ranoTKig  his  late  Secretary  fh>m  office, 
seems  to  »e  to  have  been  improperly  Inron^t 
into  this  disonsnim,  to  which  J  hnmUy  appre- 
hend it  does  not  belong ;  and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  I  should  express  any  opinlcm  npdn 
it  But  as  I  feel  no  disposition  to  avoid  the 
expresaon  of  an  opinion  on  a  question  which 
has  been  so  much  debated,  I  may  he  permitted 
to  remark,  that,  although  I  am  convinced  t^t 
the  pontion  that  the  President  may,  at  his  pleas- 
ure, dismiss  executive  officers,  without  violating 
the  constitotion,  is  but  too  well  established  by 
long-settied  practiee,  yet  &at  I  cannot  i^rove 
of  the  aot  in  question,  if  that  ant  waa  indnoed 
solely  from  a  determinatiott  on  Ihe  part  of  th« 
President  to  cause  the  pubMc  deposits  te  be 
removed.  I  do  not  approre  of  the  dismission 
on  that  ground,  because  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  deposits  ought  not  to  have  been  removed, 
and  because  I  do  not  regard  the  duties  of  the 
Secretary,  in  relation  to  the  deposits,  as  consti- 
tuting any  part  of  his  duties  as  an  executive 
officer.  If  the  dismission  took  place,  however, 
in  consequence  of  the  offensive  language  used 
by  the  Secretary  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
I^^dent,  I  am  only  surprised  that  the  Presi- 
dent permitted  him  to  remain  in  office  as  long 
as  he  did;  and,  in  that  point  of  view,  I  imaf^ 
it  will  be  A  much  more  difficult  task  to  aoooimt 
for  his  ever  having  been  appointed,'  than  to 
justify  his  dismission. 

In  his  letter  to  Gongress,  the  Secretary  <^ 
the  Treasury  recites  the  following  eUnse  from 
the  aot  of  1816,  as  the  authority  under  which 
he  removed  the  public  depodts : 

"  And  b«  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  the  deporits  of 
the  money  of  the  United  States,  in  jdaces  in  which 
the  ssid  bulk  and  branches  thereof  may  be  estab- 
liabed,  shall  be  made  in  sud  bank  or  bnmches 
thereof,  wdefls  the  Secrettry  of  the  Treaaory  shall 
at  any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct ;  In  whieh 
case,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sball  immediate- 
ly  lay  before  CoDgresa,  if  in  asaiion^  and.  If  not.  Im- 
mediately after  ue  oommeneesient  of  the  next 
session,  the  reasons  of  such  order  ec  direction." 
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It  will  be  perceived  that  this  claase  relates 
exclorirely  to  deposits  to  he  mode,  and  gives 
no  power  to  take  money  oat  of  the  Treasury 
of  uie  United  States,  (which,  for  the  time,  was 
the  Taolt  of  the  United  States  Bank,)  and  place 
it  elsewhere.  It  is  certainly  known  that  the 
Secretary  has  caused  money  to  be  taken  out  of 
tiie  United  States  Bank,  which  was  there  ante- 
rior to  his  order  of  October  last,  and  to  be 
transferred  to  aome  of  the  Btaio  banks.  The 
&ot  is  admitted  hj  Uie  Treasorer,  in  lua  oorre- 
raoadence  with  the  cashier  of  the  bank  at  Fhila- 
aeli^tua;  and  the  power  to  do  so  is  claimed  in 
the  report  before  me.  From  whence  does  the 
Sewetary  derive  his  authority  for  this?  The 
clanse  I  have  read  does  not  give  it  to  him,  inas- 
moch  as  its  operation  was  evidently,  from  its 
Ungoage,  intended  to  be  prospective,  and  not 
retrospective.  Is  it  from  that  clanse  of  the 
constitution  which  says  "no  money  shall  be 
drawn  firom  the  treasury  bnt  in  oonsei^uence  of 
iq>propriationB  made  by  law  ( "  This  clause 
does  not  aathorize,  bi^  forbids,  the  act  of  the 
Secretary:  inannoch  aa  there  had  been  no 
sppropriatKU  made  by  law  <tf  the  mon^  in  the 
treaaary  to  the  pniposea  to  which  it  was  tap- 
plied.  Hie  act  of  1789  gives  to  the  Bera-etary 
ci  tlw  Treasury  the  power  to  "  grant  all  war- 
nmtB  for  money  to  be  issued  from  the  treasniy 
in  pnrsnanoe  of  appropriations  to  be  made  by 
law."  The  same  act  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
Treasurer  (not  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury) 
"  to  receive  and  keep  the  money  "  of  the  nation. 
There  is  no  other  act  which  gives  the  Secre- 
tary ci  the  Treasory  the  power  which  he  has 
exercised,  of  taking  the  money  out  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  lending  it  to  the 
State  banks.  The  act,  thra,  is  not  only  nnan- 
tiuaixed,  bnt  it  is  in  violation  ttf  the  conatitn- 
^n  and  laws  of  the  land.  The  only  plausible 
ground  which  has  been  resorted  t^  for  the 
pnrpose  of  justifying  the  acts  of  the  Beoretarj, 
18  that  which  is  furnished  by  tiie  examples  of 
Jtr.  Crawford  and  other  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  acquiesoenoe  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  times  past ;  and  I  readily  admit  that 
if  the  fact  of  other  Secretaries  having  exeroised 
the  power  in  question  is  to  be  considered  as 
settling  the  (Question,  there  appears  no  farther 
ground  for  dispute.  Indeed,  xrom  the  quota- 
tions made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 

8fr.  Polk,)  irom  ^e  correspondence  of  Hr. 
rawford,  1  should  suppose  that  it  woidd  be 
<tif&ouIt  to  oono^ve  of  ainr  exerdse  of  power 
Thich  might  not  be  sanotaoned  upon  the  prin- 
dples  on  which  Ur.  Orawford  wpears  to  nave 
acted.  And,  sir,  I  freely  adnut^  that  if  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  quoted  from  the 
correspondence  of  former  Secretaries  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  from  the  imputation  of 
having  assumed  and  exercised  a  power  never 
claimed  by  any  of  his  predecessors  in  office,  he 
would  have  been  eminently  successful.  There 
it  one  drcnnutanoe^  bowerer,  which  cmtes  a 


marked  and  most  important  distinction  between 
the  cases  in  which  the  power  of  removal  was 
exercised  by  former  S^etaries,  and  that  in 
which  it  has  been  exerted  by  the  present  in- 
cumbent of  the  office.  It  is  this :  In  all  for- 
mer oases,  the  removals  were  made  with  the 
consent  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
the  approbation  of  the  Government;  in  this 
case,  it  was  done  against  the  consent  of  the 
bank.  In  transactions  between  individiiala, 
oraisent  of  parties  takes  away  error ;  and  tiie 
same  ride  seems  applicable  to  the  pwtiea  con- 
cerned in  the  disposition  of  the  deposits,  viz. : 
to  the  bank  and  the  Government.  But  even 
if  the  cases  cited  had  been  exactly  paralld 
to  the  one  we  are  diseasing,  the  authority 
would  by  no  means  be  sufficient  to  justify  the 
act,  though  it  may  seem  to  palliate  or  excuse  it. 
We  have  the  authority  of  the  President  himself 
for  revising  to  consider  precedent  as  oon- 
dunve  in  fevor  of  tiie  exerdse  of  authority, 
famished  us  in  his  famous  veto  against  the 
renewal  of  tiie  charter  of  the  present  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  So  from  the  exercise 
of  the  power  in  question  being  Justified  by  the 
precedents  qnoted,  they  only  serve  as  another 
example  to  show  now  nnivwaal  the  disposition 
is,  in  all  men  in  office,  to  exercise  powers  not 
granted  to  them;  and  to  prove  now  neces- 
sary it  is  that  tiie  representatives  of  the  people 
shonld  watch,  with  ceaseless  vigilance,  agunst 
dangerous  assomptions  of  authority  by  the 
officers  of  Government. 

"What,  sir,  is  to  be  the  oonseqaenoe,  if  we 
acquiesce  in  the  doctrines  contended  for  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury !  What  is  there,  if 
his  views  are  correct,  to  prevent  a  young  and 
ambiUoos  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
may  wish  to  place  a  Grown  upon  his  nead, 
and  to  transmit  it  to  his  posterity,  from  tram- 
pling our  liberties  under  his  feet,  and  ftcoom- 

Slishing  his  designs  !  May  he  not  divert  every 
ollar  of  the  revenue  from  ita  legitimate  object^ 
and  place  it  in  his  own  pocke^  or  spend  ft  in 
hiring  foreign  mercenaries  to  sustain  him  upon 
his  urone,  if  the  Executive  has,  in  fact,  the 
power  of  removing  the  deposits,  and  placing 
them  where  he  pleases  7  How  shall  it  be  pre- 
vented ?  Shall  I  be  told  that  money  can  onfy 
be  drawn  out  of  tiie  treasury  in  pursuance  of 
appropriations  made  by  law,  and  npon  the 
warrant  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  1  It  would  be  idle  to  tell  me 
so,  when  it  is  admitted  that  the  Preudent  could 
at  any  moment  turn  oat  those  t^cers,  and  pnt 
in  others  more  sabmiscive  to  his  will,  should 
they  presome  to  refuse  to  grant  warrants  to 
draw  money  out  of  the  treasury  for  any  pur- 
pose whatsoever,  for  which  he  might  design  to 
use  it  Shall  I  be  told  that  Congress  would 
interfere  to  prevent  it,  when  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  interfere,  or  to  pass  any  act  for  remov- 
mg  the  deposits,  even  if  it  "shonld  be  satisfied 
that  the  pnbUo  money  was  not  safe  in  the  care 
of  the  bank,  or  that  tiie  interest  of  the  people 
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of  the  United  States  imperionsly  demanded  it," 
iB  denied  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
pa.ssage  from  his  report  which  I  have  jnst  read  ? 

Let  it  not  be  aupposed,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I 
intend  to  impnte  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
of  this  nation  any  snch  detagns  against  the 
liberties  of  his  country.  The  case  I  have  enp- 
posed  cannot  apply  to  him ;  nor  do  I  believe  he 
entertains  any  each  views.  sir,  I  tiion^t 
he  did,  I  hope  I  ahonld  not  be  ao  deficient  in 
moral  cooran  as  not  to  say  so.  BuL  sir,  the 
general  confidence  reposed  by  the  people  in  the 
pnrity  of  the  President's  intentions  mdcea  it  the 
more  important  that  we  should  goard  agunst 
the  establishment  of  precedent  which  may 
hereafter  be  appealel  to  by  men  aotnated  by 
more  dangerous  motives. 

I  contend,  in  the  next  place,  that  Congress 
not  only  had  not  the  right  to  transfer  the  power 
claimed  for  the  Ezecntive  over  ^e  deposits, 
and  tiiat  they  did  not  do  so,  but  that  they  never 
desinied  to  do  so.  Why  did  Gonness  reqnire 
the  Secretary  to  r«>ort  hia  reasooa  for  chmging 
the  plaoe  of  depoaitB  to  themadves^  and  not  to 
the  President  9  Waa  it  merely  tor  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  how  handsome  a  letter  he  could 
write  ?  or  was  it  beoaoae  they  intended  to  hold 
him  responsible  to  themselves,  and  to  correct 
his  acts  if  they  were  erroneons  ?  Again,  sir ; 
why  was  any  power  given  to  the  Be^ttaj  of 
the  Treasury  over  the  deposits!  It  was,  sir, 
for  the  same  reason  that  we  are  sent  here, 
which  is,  not  because  the  people  cannot  manage , 
their  own  concerns,  or  are  less  competent  to 
do  so  than  we  are,  but  because  it  is  not  conven- 
ient for  them  to  do  ao.  And,  for  similar  rea- 
sons, were  certain  powers  confided  to  the 
8eci«tary  of  the  Treanitj  over  the  deposits. 
Congress  Is  not  always  in  sesrion,  and,  when  it 
is,  it  is  imposmble  that  it  can  act  with  that 
oeleri^  wmch  exigendes  might  require;  it 
was  therefore  neceasaiy  to  appoint  an  agent  to 
act  for  it  in  such  emergendea ;  who  waa  never 
expected  to  exercise  his  power  except  in  cases 
which  would  not  admit  of  delay,  and,  even 
then,  under  a  strict  responsibility  to  Congress, 
and  to  Congress  alone.  The  Secretary  is,  uiere- 
fore,  mistaken  in  supposing  that  his  power 
over  the  depoedts  is  a  part  of  the  executive 
duties  of  his  office.  Congress  never  intended 
any  thing  of  the  kind.  He  is,  in  truth,  but  the 
mere  agent  of  Congress,  or  the  trustee  of  Con- 
gress and  the  bank.  And  I  understand,  sir, 
that,  among  individuals,  it  is  well  understood 
that  the  parties  to  a  contract  may  not  only 
alter  it  or  abolish  it  at  pleasure,  but  they  have 
an  unlimited  control  over  the  acts  of  their 
trustee.  We  have,  however,  a  novel  case  before 
us — one  in  which  a  trustee  not  only  disregards 
the  expressed  wishes  of  the  parties,  and  acts  in 
avowM  opposition  to  the  wish  of  one  of  the 
parUes,  and  refuses  to  wfut  to  ascertain  the 
wishes  of  the  other ;  but  actually  denies  the 
power  to  control  him  to  be  in  either  or  both 
of  the  parties.  He  takes  away  the  deposits 
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from  the  bank,  and  now  denies  our  right  to 
interfere  in  the  matter. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  most  extraordinary  po- 
sition taken  by  the  Secretary  in  hia  report  is 
this:  that  Congress  having  made  a  contract 
with  the  bank,  by  which  the  deposits  were  to 
remain  in  the  bank  until  the  expiration  of  its 
charter,  they  cannot  pass  a  law  for  removing 
the  deponts,  without  breaking  their  pledge 
given  to  the  bank,  and  a  breach  of  faith ;  hut 
that  he,  the  a^nt  of  the  Govemment,  may 
remove  the  deposits  at  pleasure,  without  there 
being  any  breach  of  futh  committed.  Now, 
sir^  I  have  always  understood  it  to  be  a  sound 
prmciple  that  what  a  man  does  by  his  agent  he 
does  by  himself;  and  that  any  act  which  would 
amount  to  a  fraud,  if  done  by  himself  in  person, 
is  equally  a  fraud  if  done  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  an  agent.  The  same  principle 
applies  to  Governments  in  their  intercourse 
with  each  other,  and  in  their  transactions  with 
individuals  and  corporaUons.  Another  very 
extraordinary  podtion  token  by  the  Secretary, 
nearly  akin  to  the  preceding  one,  is,  that 
Govemment  has,  by  its  compact^  deprived  itself 
of  the  power  to  remove  the  deposits  from  the 
United  States  Bank,  without  a  violation  of  a 
pledge  given,  although  every  department  of  the 
(xovemment  should  Ise  unanimous  in  passing  a 
law  for  that  purpose,  for  the  best  possible  rea- 
sons; and  yet  one  of  these  departments  may 
remove  them  for  no  reason  at  all,  without  any 
breach  of  a  pledge  given,  or  the  least  impro- 
priety. In  other  words,  the  entire  Govern- 
ment, consisting  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  Senate,  and  the  Freadent,  can  in  no 
case  cause  the  deposits  to  be  removed ;  but 
the  President  himself  may  do  it  at  pleasure^ 
without  any  injustice  to  uie  bank.  It  would, 
according  to  this  mode  of  reasoning,  be  a  fraaa 
in  the  Prondeut  to  sanction  a  law  tor  removing 
the  deponts,  but  it  would  be  perfectly  iair  for 
him  to  do  it  without  law. 

The  pledge  given  to  the  bank  is,  that  the 
deposits  shall  remain  in  its  vaults  until  the 
charter  expires,  and  it  is  obligatory  on  the 
whole  Government.  This  pledge  was  undoubt- 
edly required  hy  the  bonk  for  its  own  benefit 
and  greater  security.  But  if  the  Secretary  of 
tJ^e  "Dreasury  is  right  in  his  opinion^  then  this 
pledge  does  not  increase,  buV^atiy  diminishes, 
the  security  of  the  bank.  Without  the  pledge, 
(Congress  having,  as  is  admitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary, a  controlling  power  over  the  deposits,) 
when  the  deposits  were  once  placed  in  the 
huik  by  order  of  Congress,  they  could  only  be 
removed  by  a  law  passed  by  the  concurrence 
of  both  Houses,  and  approved  by  the  President  j 
but  the  pledge  being  demanded  and  given,  the 
security  of  the  bank  is  reduced  to  one-thirl  of 
what  it  was,  and  the  President  alone  may  re- 
move the  deposits  of  his  own  accord.  If  any 
man  had  predicted  that  such  a  construction 
would  have  been  put  opon  the  charter  at  the 
time  it  was  created,  it  would  have  been  regarded 
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as  absurd ;  and,  if  the  bank  had  known  tiiat 
Buch  was  to  be  the  int^retation  of  the  plecUp, 
it  would  have  been  rejected  with  dis^n. 
idea  of  apledge  binding  npon  the  three  branches 
of  the  Government  collectivelj,  bnt  Toidable 
at  pleasure  hy  one  of  them,  is  in  itsdf  too 
monstrous  on  absar^ty  to  deserve  the  least 
respect.  Does  any  man  believe  that  the  bank 
would  ever  have  consented  to  give  a  bonus  of 
$1,600,000  to  the  United  States,  for  the  privily 
of  retaining  the  deposits  in  her  vaults,  if  it  had 
been  understood  that  the  continuance  of  that 
privilege  was  to  depend  upon  the  mere  caprioe 
or  whim  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  the  Executive!  "Who  would  ever  have 
Bubscribed  to  a  bank  which  had  agreed  to  give 
one  million  and  a  half  dolUr8fi»'  anch  a  pre- 
oarioaB  advantage  f  No  man  in  liia  senses 
would  have  done  so,  Bir. 

If  the  construction  put  npon  the  bank  char- 
ter by  the  Secretary  <a  the  Treasory  be  just— 
if  his  power  to  remove  the  deposits  was  not 
dependent  in  eny  degree  upon  Oieir  being  safe 
in  the  United  States  Bank — and  he  might  at 
any  time,  as  he  asserts,  remove  the  deposits  if, 
in  his  opinion,  the  public  convenience  or  inter- 
est would,  in  any  degree,  be  promoted  by  it, 
without  any  breach  of  faith  or  moral  impro- 
priety ;  then  it  would  appear  to  have  been  his 
duty  to  have  removed  the  deponts  the  moment 
the  bonus  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars 
•was  paid  up,  and  to  have  Btrnck  another  bar- 
gain for  a  like  mm  with  some  of  the  State 
banks,  and  to  hftve  continued  the  same  traffic 
as  long  as  it  proved  profitable,  inasmnch  as  it 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  convenient  to 
have  as  much  money  as  possible  to  apply  to 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt.  Snch  conduct, 
to  be  sure,  between  man  and  man,  would  be 
regarded  with  abhorrence,  as  downright  swin- 
dling ;  but,  according  to  the  casuist^  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there  would  be 
nothing  improper  in  such  a  course,  if  pursued 
by  the  Government  towards  the  hank.  I  had 
alwi^  supposed  that  what  ^e  plain  dictates  of 
common  honesty  required  of  men,  In  their  in- 
tercourse with  each  other,  was  not  less  obliga- 
tory on  GovemmentB  and  pnbllo  bodies :  and 
that  what  would  be  crindnal  In  an  individnal, 
oonld  not  be  JusUfied  in  a  nation. 


Thubsdat,  January  16. 
The  Permon  Lam — /nJion  Wa/n. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Kr.  Chilton,  on  the 
subject  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the  pen- 
sion laws  to  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  Bi- 
dian  wars  on  the  frontier,  from  the  peace  of  '88 
to  the  treaty  of  Greenville  in  1795 ;  together 
with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  by  Mr. 
Bouumr,  suggesting  an  inquiry  as  to  the  moral 
effects  of  the  pension  system,  and  the  propriety 
of  repealing  the  penraon  laws,  coming  up  as  Uie 
unfinished  bufdness — 

Ur,  Allbn,  of  Virginia,  said :  The  resolntitm 
ctf  the  gentleman  from  Kentnoky  proposes  an 
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inquiry  into  two  dasaes  tS.  cases.  Undw 
law,  88  it  now  stands,  the  q}plicant,  to  entitle 
hinudf  to  the  benefit  of  its  proTi8i<His,  must 
show  a  service  at  one  or  more  periods,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  six  months.  Uany  of  those  who 
were  most  efficient  in  the  Indian  wars  during 
the  revolution,  before  the  treaty  of  peace,  never 
enlisted,  nor  were  they  called  out  to  perform  a 
tour  of  duty  in  the  militia.  The  fix>nti»  of 
Yir^ma  then  extended  from  Pittsburg  to  the 
mouth  of  Green  Kiver.  Tlie  State  relied  npon 
these  western  setUers  to  defend  this  extended 
frontier,  and  they  were  therefore  never  called 
out  to  perform  duty  In  the  East.  Th&j  protect- 
ed the  settlements  more  in  the  intttior,  and 
tiins  enabled  the  State  to  direM  her  energies 
against  the  more  powerfhl  foe.  Under  these 
ciroom stances,  though  they  may  not  be  embrac- 
ed in  the  letter,  who  can  doubt  that  they  come 
within  the  B[>irit  of  the  pension  laws,  and  are 
as  dearly  entitled,  upon  every  principle,  to  the 
bounty  of  the  Government,  as  any  of  those 
whose  names  are  inscribed  on  the  pension  roll  \ 
The  resdution  also  proposes  to  inquire  whether 
all  who  were  engaged  in  these  wars,  down  to  the 
treaty  of  1796,  are  not,  npon  the  principles  of 
the  pendon  laws,  entiUed  to  the  benefit  of  these 
provisions.  They  allege  the  Indian  war  was 
brought  npon  them  by  the  revolution ;  it  was 
that  part  of  the  revolutionary  war  which,  occur- 
red in  the  West ;  and,  with  them,  it  never  ter- 
minated until  the  treaty  <tf  1796.  The  ngning 
of  a  treaty  does  not  of  itself  tein^nate  hostlB- 
ties ;  they  may  continne ;  and,  in  the  West)  did 
continue,  after  the  treaty  of  1783.  This  treaty 
gave  repose  to  the  East.  But  did  it  silence 
the  war-whoop,  or  extinguish  the  conflagration, 
or  quench  the  torch  of  swjrifice  in  the  West  ?  It 
did  not.  The  war  continued,  and  with  redoub- 
led fury.  The  attention  of  the  Briti^  Govern- 
ment and  her  agente  was  withdrawn  from  the 
East,  but  they  Btimulated  the  savages  to  renew- 
ed efforts.  From  motives  of  revenge,  or  to 
impede  the  settiement  of  the  western  country, 
they  exerted  themselves  to  inflame  the  Indians 
against  us.  The  whole  frontier  was  desolated, 
and,  as  lata  as  1794,  outrages  were  committed 
in  the  district  I  hare  the  honor  to  represent 

Ifr.  BsAsnsutT  s^d  the  removal  of  flie  de- 
posits was  a  step  indisputably  lawfbl  and 
valid.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
oleu-Iy  authorized  to  do  what  he  did.  The  ex- 
pediency <^  the  measure  was  another  question, 
but  one  with  which  tiie  bank  had  no  concern. 
The  measure  was  met  by  the  bank  in  anger  and 
in  menace—not  so  much  at  the  Government, 
which  happily  is  above  its  reach,  aa  at  the  State 
institutions  and  the  prosperity  of  in^viduals. 
It  aimed  to  crush  the  former,  and  to  bring  the  lat- 
ter in  pliant  submission,  or  in  ruin,  at  its  feet 

The  attempt  was  made,  and  maoe  at  the  time 
the  bank  deemed  most  proi^tdons  fait  its  own 
olfjects.  A  new-  Oongress  was  about  to  con* 
vene ;  it  was  hi^ed,  oy  r^dng  a  lond  cry  <^ 
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distress,  to  alarm  the  representaUvea  oF  the 
people  here,  and  ahake  their  otherwise  fixed 
detttnunation.  At  snch  a  time,  and  for  sach 
a  purpose,  all  the  fory  of  this  mightj  "  le^al 
entity  "  was  poured  out  npon  the  devoted  cities 
of  the  aeaboaid. 

Where  loen  congr^ate,  they  are  easily  agi- 
tated, and  can  he  moved  in  masses.  Money  in 
large  cities  is  the  bread  of  life.  Onrtul  the 
supply,  and  yon  excite  the  wildest  and  the 
deepest  passions.  A  whole  commnnify  heaving 
to  and  fro,  and  tossed  aboat  by  its  own  convul- 
sions, is  incapable  oi  reflection.  It  feels  and 
fears :  no  one  stops  to  inquire  or  reason.  Give, 
then,  to  this  perturbed  mass  some  cause,  little 
matter  how  trivial  or  absurd,  fbr  its  own  a^ta- 
tim  and  dialaieai,  and  it  ia  sdzed  npon  as  tiie 
true  and  the  only  one.  The  bank  managers 
knew  all  :  ^ey  had  studied  hnman  nature, 
and  th^  would  now  practise  upon  it.  They 
oooHy  went  to  work  to  create  alarm,  to  destroy 
confidence,  to  produce  the  greatest  possible  pe- 
cuniary distress ;  and  as  cooUy  to  induce  the 
belief  that  it  was  all  produced  by  the  change 
of  the  public  deponts.  Thus  loctJ  banks  and 
commercifd  associations  were  to  be  compelled, 
as  some  have  been,  to  ask  a  restoration  of  the 
deponts,  and,  of  consequence,  a  recharter  of  this 
institution.  The  compressive  and  coercive  en- 
atf^es  (tf  the  bank  were  iq)plied,  and,  it  must  be 
admitted,  with  some  effect.  Not  a  of  its 
Tiotims  have  been  made  to  Idss  the  rod  of  the 
Bconiger. 

The  bank,  dr,  was  badly  advised.  Instead 
of  aggravating  what  it  affected  to  regard  as  an 
evil,  had  it  exerted  its  great  power  to  alleviate 
it ;  had  it  been  just,  and  generous,  aud  ma^an- 
imous;  had  it  even  behaved  with  ordinary 
moderation  and  mercy,  it  would  bave  planted 
itself  deeply  in  the  affections  of  many  who  now 
regard  it  with  horror.  It  adopted  an  opposite 
courae.  It  commenced  a  systematic  and  unpar- 
alleled persecution.  Btate  banksj  bank  debtors, 
men  lugely  oommereial—all  felt,  though  few 
hare  Mbsa  beneatii  its  Tengeaooe. 

And  now,  At.  all  havingbeeu  tdt  which  the 
bank  oould  inflict,  is  it  not  matter  aatonish- 
ment  that  no  greMer  ruin  should  have  followed 
from  so  mighty  a  cause !  Let  us  be  consoled. 
It  proves  tbe  solid  foundation  of  the  local  car- 
renoy,  and  the  firm  basis  of  commercial  opera- 
tiona.  I  trust,  eir,  we  may  hope  to  weather  the 
storm  in  safety,  merciless  and  rainous  as  it  was 
intended  it  ^ould  be.  Let  us  be  consoled, 
*^Tbe  blood  of  the  martyrs  nourished  the 
ohnrch  I" — ^the  distress,  and  suffering,  and  ruin, 
thus  wantonly  inflicted  and  designed  by  the 
bank,  will  mute  men  see  and  feel  uie  justice  of 
its  oomplete  and  speedy  overthrow. 

Sir,  is  it  not  i^  and  worse  than  idle,  to 
pretend  that  transfer  of  some  five  or  rix  mil- 
Uons  from  this  bank,  whose  annual  operations 
exceed  three  hundred  and  forty  millions,  to  the 
State  banks,  has  necessarily  led  to  the  distress 
-wMdi  has  been  felt  in  tine  large  commercial 
dties?  It  is  incredible.  No:  it  was  the  known 
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power  and  the  hostile  purpose  of  the  bank ;  it 
would  "  mle  or  ndn."  It  would  neither  pre 
aid  itself,  nor  permit  others  to  do  it. 

Those  who  control  this  bank  are  fully  con- 
scious of  the  power  they  pMsess.  It  was  but  re- 
centiy  that  its  president,  m  answer  to  a  question 
propounded  to  him,  announced,  as  his  deliber- 
ate conviction, "  that  there  were  very  few  banks 
which  mi^ht  not  have  been  destroyed  by  an  ex- 
ertion of  its  power," 

What  aigine  is  this,  sir,  if  hich  can,  at  a  blow, 
prostrate  one  and  all  of  the  State  institutions — 
which  holds  the  keys  of  life  and  death  over  the 
commerce  d  our  country  I  It  is  the  finandal 
agent  of  iMa  Oovemment,  rewed  to  preserve 
and  protect  the  Hbertiea  and  wdfiure  of  the  peo- 
ple :  an  agent,  however,  over  which  no  depart- 
ment has  any  adequate  control.  It  is  an  agent, 
sir,  which  has  cast  off  its  allegiance,  and  stands 
in  an  attitude,  not  only  of  vengeance  towards 
.  the  State  infititntions,  but  of  ^fiance  to  this 
Government. 

Sir,  the  bank  has  made  war  upon  the  people 
of  these  States,  If  it  ever  stood  in  an  amicable 
relation,  it  has  changed  that  position.  If  it  once 
petitioned,  it  now  threatens.  If  it  ever  sought 
to  win  its  way  by  good  deeds,  it  is  now  not  less 
determined  to  have  revenge,  if  it  cannot  have 
victory. 

The  issne  is  fairly  made  up.  It  will  be  our 
master,  or  it  must  perish.  And  let  it  perish. 
Sooner  than  extend  its  existence,  or  enlarge  its 
means  of  miscbiefj  let  it  perish,  and  in  its  fall 
carry  down  to  rum  eveir  bank  in  the  Union. 
Sir,  I  would  infinitely  rather  see  this,  than  snb- 
mit  to  the  misrule  of  a  purse-proud  oligarchy, 
or  a  corrupt  and  sordid  corporation. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  go  into  a  detail  of  its  deeds 
for  good  or  for  eviL  My  objections  are  of  a 
broMcr'  cast  Its  power  is  too  great  It  is  dan- 
gerous from  its  magnitude  and  its  irresponsibil- 
ity. It  is  too  closely  intertwined  with  all  the 
business  rations  of  the  country.  It  brings  too 
lane  a  proportion  of  the  people  within  its  grasp. 
It  u  onr  sacred  duty,  as  I  believe,  to  keep  it 
strictly  within  its  charter  limits,  while  living, 
and  to  rejoice  at  its  approaching  dissolution. 
Let  it  expire  gradually ;  its  death  struggles  will 
be  less  violent  and  less  dangerous. 

It  knows  its  own  power ;  it  is  corrupt  and  ■ 
reckless  in  the  use  of  that  power.  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  count  up  the  sum  of  its  offences.  It 
has  sought  to  control  and  coerce  freemen ;  it 
has  aimed  to  poison  and  corrupt  the  press ;  to 
pollute  the  fountun  and  streams  of  information ; 
to  alarm,  and  madden,  and  render  vicioos  the 
people  at  large ;  to  enslave  them  in  chains  of 
their  own  forging. 

No  officer,  dr.  from  the  highest  to  the  low- 
est, woold  have  oared  to  use  one  &rthing  of  the 
public  treasure  to  Btimnlat&  to  conti^  or  to 
buy  up  the  prees.  Snoh  an  mstanee  cannot  be 
found ;  it  does  not  exist.  The  most  infamous 
would  not  dare  thus  to  tamper  with  *'  the  pub- 
Uo  pnrse."  He  would  bo  hurled  from  offioe 
amidst  execrations  on  every  side.  He  would 
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feel,  air,  what  it  is  to  brave  the  vengeanoe  of  an 
honest  people. 

Bat,  Bir,  what  has  this  bank  done  ?  Disgnise 
it  as  we  may,  it  cornea  to  this  at  last :  It  has 
fed  and  pampered,  even  to  a  snrfeit,  the  profli- 
gate and  the  dissolate,  who  were  aopposed  to 
govern  the  springs  which  move  aira  control 
pnbUc  opinion ;  and.  in  part,  with  the  money 
of  the  pwpte  themselTH.  Bat  tiie  stun  is  small ; 
forl7,  fifty,  or  a  bnndred  thooaand  dollars  only, 
have  been  thyja  laviBbed.  It  is  not  the  money, 
air ;  it  is  the  motive,  the  act — ^the  vile  and  oor- 
rapt  act — not  the  less  contemptible  or  revolting 
for  being  less  dangerous. 

Sir,  there  can  be  bnt  one  safe  coarse,  as  there 
is  bat  one  honest  principle  for  exigencies  like 
the  present.  I  insist,  sir,  that  no  gentleman 
here  woald  dare  to  show  his  face  to  his  coastit- 
nenta,  bad  he  voted  to  nse  the  money  of  the 
people  as  it  has  been  nsed  by  this  bank.  One- 
fiftii  of  its  capital  is  owned  by  the  United 
Statea.  The  Erectors  are  the  agents  of  the  own- 
en  ot  that  owital.  Sir,  bo  as  the  people  are 
otmoenied,  these  directors  are  free  from  all 
re^ndtdlily ;  and  they  act  acoordin^y.  I 
deny,  rir,  that  they  had  any  right — any  ^adow 
of  rig^— thds  to  expend  oar  money.  That 
power  was  not  confided  to  them.  Congress 
alone  can  authorize  the  nse  of  thepabHcftmds; 
and  it  never  has,  and  I  trnat  never  will,  sanc- 
tion any  auch  use  of  them.  Irresponsible  to 
Oongresa  and  the  people,  the  public  money  is 
sported  with  or  lavisued  in  defiance  of  the 
true' owners.  The  directors  use  it  at  pleasore ; 
th^  are  not  chosen  by  or  responsible  to  ns ; 
we  are  without  remedy.  We  have  committed 
our  treasure  to  hands  above  control,  and  with- 
out ^e  power  of  recall  We  may  profit  by  the 
experience.  Wisdom  may  be  cheap,  although 
purchased  at  a  great  price. 

The  pubUc  money  is  not  safe  in  this  bank. 
Deliberate  and  reiterated  resolutions  of  the 
board  of  directors  authorize  an  unlimited  ez- 
pen^ture  of  its  funds,  by  the  president  alone, 
and  without  control  or  accountability  to  any 
one,  not  even  to  the  directors  themselves.  Un- 
der these  resolutions,  thousands  of  dollars,  of 
which  no  account  has  been  rendered,  or  can  be 
obtained,  have  been  disbursed.  How,  why, 
in  what  way,  we  are  not  told.  Touchers  none 
—accounts  none.  It  is  a  sealed  book.  We  con 
on^  collect  that  the  design  was  to  bring  the 
wh^e  press  of  the  coantr^  into  the  serrice  of 
the  bnik.  An  inesponaible  preudent  slohe 
can  expose,  in  fiill  reh^  its  now. veiled  myste- 
ries. 

But  it  was  attacked,  and  resorted  to  the  press 
in  self-defence.  Hay  it  not  defend  its^f^nst 
attacks  1  In  the  first  place,  air,  it  was  not  at- 
tacked; the  President  expressed  his  opinions 
of  the  bank,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do.  This 
could  not  be  called  an  attack  upon  it  In  the 
second  place,  the  bank  has  no  right  to  enter 
the  field  of  political  controversy,  in  the  guise  of 
defence.  It  was  created  for  certain  purposes 
and  ends ;  to  loan  and  collect  mtmey,  make  ex- 
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changes,  and  other  things  of  that  nature.  It 
was  the  duly  of  its  Erectors  to  attend  to  these 
objects,  and  not,  by  a  flagrant  usnrpatioo — a 
breach  of  trust— pervert  its  corporate  powers 
to  political  purposes.  It  was  not  created  to 
raise  or  expend  money  in  printing  soonilons 
pamphlets,  to  aid  one  party  and  depress  anOlheir, 
That  was  not  its  deMni  or  object  Who  au- 
thorised any  snoh  nse  <n  its  fond  by  tiie  direc- 
tors f  Hot  the  United  States  wboi  ^y  beeamo 
stockholders;  not  the  individual  stookholdOTs. 
The  charter  contemplated  no  corporative  exist- 
ence for  these,  or  nmilar  pnrposes  and  objects. 

As  individuals,  the  right  or  the  directors  and 
stockholders  to  defend  themselv^  and  to  engage 
as  they  please  in  political  conflicts,  has  never 
been  called  in  question.  It  is  the  corporate 
interference  which  has  been  condemned;  the 
acts  of  the  individuals  c<Hnbined ;  the  use.  not 
of  individual  ftinds,  but  of  the  money  oi  the 
stockholders  and  people. 

But  yon  would  muzzle  the  press  t  The  liber- 
ty of  tite  press  is  in  dai^er  1  If  the  bank  m«y 
not  print  what  it  pleases,  the  eonstitaliouat 
freedom  of  the  press  is  attacked!  Let  the 
bank,  then,  print  what  it  pleases ;  bnt  let  it  not 
use  its  corporate  funds  for  that  purpose.  I  ob- 
ject to  its  use  of  the  pablic  money  m  that  way. 
The  act  is  nnaathonzed  1  It  is  not  according 
to  the  charter ;  it  is  a  gross  breach  of  trust;  an 
expenditure  ag^st  law,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
law,  as  it  is  revolting  to  the  moral  sense  of  the 
people. 

Bir,  let  ns  nerve  ourselves  to  this  conflict 
Let  us  do  our  duty  fearlessly.   Let  us  meet  this 

Eotent  enemy,  which  dares  to  plant  itself  in 
ostile  array  against  the  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try. Its  iron  power  must  indeed  be  felt,  and 
ftttbyall;  bn^  I  trust,  not  to  the  extrait  has 
boastfully  asserted.  Its  golden  powos  are 
more  dangerous.  Yet,  sir,liave  we  not  every 
thing  to  cheer  and  encourage  us  onward— sa- 
cred daty,  hatred  of  a  grovelling  and  sordid  tyr- 
anny, the  approving  and  encouraging  voice  ai 
an  honest  people?  North  Carolina,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  Pennijyivmna,  New  Jersey,  New  York — 
their  movements  are  ugnificant,  and  qteak  in 
decisive  language  the  o(ademnaiti(m  o£  this  in- 
stitution. 

Sir,  let  ns  do  our  duty  fearless  of  consequenoea ; 
"  let  Justice  be  done,  though  the  heavens  should 
£b1L"  Do  oar  duty,  and  dl  will  be  weU,  Bnt 
if  it  were  otherwise  i  if  it  mnst  coom  to  the 
worse;  if  the  credit  and  ocmmieroe  of  the  ooon- 
try,  if  the  existence  of  the  local  institutions,  de- 
pend upon  this  bank;  if  its  efibrts  cannot 'be 
counteracted  with  success  by  the  Govenmient 
and  the  people  united ;  I,  for  me,  eaj^  poish 
credit ;  perish  commerce ;  perish  the  State  iosti- 
tutioDS;  give  us  a  broken,  a  deranged,  and  a 
worthless  currency,  rather  than  the  ignoble  and 
corrapting  granny  of  an  irre8p(Hidbre  corpora- 
tion. 
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RosAT,  Jaaaary  17. 
Pension  Lam—InSian  Wan, 

The  resolation  offered  by  TAr.  Chilton  on 
the  Bol^ect  of  extending  the  pension  n^Btrao,  so 
aa  to  indnde  those  engaged  m  the  Indian  wars 
on  Qie  fnmUer,  together  with  Hr.  Bovldik's 
amendment  thereto,  coming  np  again  as  the 
momii^  bnrinesB, 

Mr.  PraoKHKT,  of  South  Oarc^ina,  s^d :  The 
people  of  the  South  qndenitand  uiis  matter 
veil;  and  the  natural  consequence  has  been, 
that  to  them  the  pension  sTatem  is  no  less 
odious  than  the  tarm  itself,  Ther  know  per- 
feotlT  well  that  the  system  was  deigned  jiot 
for  uie  benefit  of  the  soldiers,  but  as  a  means 
of  taxing  the  South  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
other  portions  of  the  Union.  And  as  to  the 
character  and  conseqnences  of  the  system,  what 
are  they  I  On  this  part  of  the  sut{ject,  I  lay 
down  one  or  two  im^KMution^  to  which  I  deQr 
ocoitradiction. 

It  is  a  most  burdensome  system.  It  has  no 
purallel  on  the  &oe  of  the  earth.  There  is  not 
another  naUon  in  the  world  taxed  to  the  extent 
that  we  are,  to  maintain  a  system  of  pension- 
ing. Besides,  sir,  we  have  now  imrived  at  a 
new  era  in  our  financial  history.  Tk&  public 
debt  is  pud,  and  we  have  now  to  adapt  our  ex- 
pen^tnres  to  a  new  state  of  things.  Shall  we 
still  go  on  in  a  course  of  reckless  and  in<nrea9ing 
extravagance  f  Or  shall  we  not  profit  by  the 
past,  and  learn,  thoiuh  late,  the  lessons  of  econ- ; 
omy.  The  present  Chief  ICaf^strate  was  snp- 
ported  by  ute  South  as  the  reform  candidate, 
we  wore  ttdd  1^  Us  advocates  that  his  admin- 
istration was  to  be  disUngoished  by  a  system 
of  retrenchment  and  economy ;  abnses  were  to 
be  corrected :  and  the  expoues  of  the  treasury  re- 
duced to  the  le^timato  wants  of  the  Qovemment. 

Sir,  how  have  these  large  promises  been  ful- 
filled? What  retrenchment  has  been  made! 
What  abuses  have  been  corrected  1  Are  our 
expenditures  less  now  than  they  were  during 
the  preceding  administration?  Or  did  they 
not  swell  immediately,  and  Immensdy,  beyond 
all  former  bounds  ?  I  do  not  ^iretend  to  be  in 
possesdon  of  accurate  information  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  but,  if  I  am  notminnformed,  the  expenses 
of  Government,  which  were  tiien  aboat  twelve 
T"iff^^»'^  have  risen  to  betwew  rixteen  and 
seventeen  millions;  and,  In  &ot^  we  are  now 
told  that  one  of  tiie  departments  is  insolvent, 
and  obliged  to  go  about,  like  a  beggar,  from 
bank  to  bank,  to  sustain  the  credit  oithe  Gov- 
ernment, and  carry  on  the  pnblie  buMness, 
Under  circumstances  like  these,  what  is  the 
duty  of  this  House  f  To  create  new  charges  on 
the  public  parse,  or  to  abolish  such  as  will  bear 
retrenchment  f  To  increase,  or  to  fUmintah  the 
revenue  f  To  mumply  the  taxes,  or  to  reduce 
them  to  the  legitimate  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment ?  As  lon^  as  the  nation  was  in  debt,  the 
people  bore  then-  high  taxes  iHth  patience ;  but 
now  our  debt  is  puo,  they  demand  a  eystem  of 
economy  and  reform.  The^  doniaikd  <h  u  that 


[H.  or  R. 

we  shall  impose  no  more  taxes,  and  make  no 
more  appropriations,  than  shall  bo  absolutely 
necessary.  And  I  do  say,  that,  if  l^ere  be  one 
item  of  expenditure  which  may  with  truth  bo 
denominated  unnecessary,  it  is  this  system  of 
pemdona. 

I  sneak,  I  know,  the  sentiments  of  the  South, 
and,  I  beUeve,  of  the  great  body  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  when  I  say  that  if  tiiere  be  a  tax  of 
which  they  complun,  or  if  there  be  a  reduction 
of  which  they  approve,  it  is  this  pension  sys- 
tem. But  this  system  is  not  only  burdensome ; 
it  operates  unequally  and  therefore  unjustly. 
Of  the  whole  army  of  pensioners  now  depend- 
ant upon  the  bounty  of^this  Government,  how 
many  are  from  the  South  \  Not  one  in  ten : 
no,  sir,  probably  not  one  in  twenty.  Bat  who 
contribute  proportionally,  most  Lurgely  to  the 
treasury  f  I  assert,  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tioi<,  that  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  whole 
receipts  of  the  treasury  is  drawn  from  the  south- 
ern States.  What,  then,  is  the  operation  of  tiie 
system?  What,^but  to  draw  out  the  sobstenoe 
of  our  wealth,  and  to  g^ve  us  liUle  or  nothing 
in  return,  while  it  bestows  as  largely  Dp(m  those 
portions  of  the  Union  which  contribnto  com- 
paratively little  to  the  pnbUo  chestt 


U<Hn)AT,  January  20. 

Semoval  of  the  V^onta. 

[Ifr.  Jones,  of  Georgia,  delivered  an  elaborate 
speech,  covering  all  the  points  of  law  and  &ct  in 
the  case;  of  which  the  foUowing  eoDcluding  part 
win  ftamlsh  a  view.] 

But,  rir,  admitting  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stetes  is  entirely  safe,  and  has  never 
fiiiled  to  pay  or  transfer  any  money  when  re- 
quired— and  it  is  but  Justice  to  her  to  say,  I 
flilly  believe  and  freely  admit  it — and  admit- 
ting, what  is  not  true,  and  which  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  show  is  not  true,  that  the  bank  has  acted 
perfectly  correct,  and  has  never  been  guilty  of 
any  malversations,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  public  deposite  ought  to  have  been  re- 
moved, for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  opera'* 
tion  uid  perfMting  some  other  system  of 
finance  to  supp^  the  place  of  the  one  wluch 
has  been  practised  through  the  medium  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  charter  of  the  bank  will  expire  in  1836, 
and  she  can  no  longer  perform  those  services. 
The  gentieman  from  Pennsylvaniahas  told  ns  that 
tiie  State  banks  cannot  discharge  the  functions 
of  a  fiscal  agent ;  that  they  cannot  distribute  and 
transfer  the  revenue  throughout  the  Union,  as 
tbe  same  will  be  wanted  by  the  United  States. 
I  do  not  agree  with  him ;  but  if  the  matter  be 
doubtf^  it  is  time  the  experiment  were  made. 
There  are  many  on  this  floor,  and  I  am  one  ot 
them,  who  cannot  consent  to  vote  for  a  charter 
of  a  Bank  of  the  United  Stetes  while  the  con- 
stitution remains  unchanged.  No  motives  of 
ooUTeineiica  <a  w^odianoy  oan  avul.    It  is 
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important  that  the  experiment  cihoald  be  made. 
Aud  if  ve  find  the  State  banks  cannot  flupplj- 
the  place  of  an  effident  'fiscal  agent,  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  mnst  be  made,  and  the 
neoesnty  of  the  thing  may  reconcile  ns  to  tiie 
measure.  With  a  ^owledge  that  the  present 
oh^1«r  will  expire  in  two  years ;  with  a  per- 
fect confidence  that  the  charter  will  not  be  re- 
newed in  that  time ;  with  a  certainty  on  the 
part  of  some,  and  of  donbt  with  others,  as  to 
the  inefficiency  of  the  8tate  banks,  is  it  not  the 
daty  of  prndent  comisellors  to  provide,  by  a 
wise  foresight  and  timely  aotion,  fbr  the  diffl- 
cnlties  which  are  befora  usl  Will  nota  skilfiil 
pilot  and  pnident  mariner  regard  the  approach- 
mg  tempest,  and  trim  his  sails  to  the  coming 
storm!  And  shall  those  who  are  placed  ^ 
the  helm  of  state  stand  idle  and  nnooncemed, 
and  regardless  of  the  fntm^,  and  make  no  pre- 
paration for  the  diffionlties  which  awlut  us,  and 
the  dangers  which  threaten  1 

And  where  shall  we  find  a  fiscal  agent  which 
can  snpply  the  place,  perform  the  Bervices,  and 
discharge  the  duties  which  have  been  heretofore 
done  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  The 
answer  to  this  question  brings  me  to  the  amend- 
ment which  I  have  submitted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  Ur.  Speaker,  we  have  been 
told  by  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania,  (and 
I  have  no  donbt  there  are  others  who  believe 
BO,)  that  the  State  banks  will  not  be  able  effi- 
ciently to  perform  all  the  services  required,  and 
to  render  the  necessary  facilities  to  the  Govem- 
ment  and  the  communis  in  the  collection  and 
distribution  of  the  revenue.  I  believe  those 
gentlemen  are  mistaken.  The  capital  will  stUl 
remain  in  the  country,  whether  in  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States  or  in  tJie  State  banks ;  and 
the  same  accommodations  can  be  extended  to 
the  commercial  community  by  one  bank  as  by 
the  other.  Bills  of  exchange  have  been  the 
medium  by  which  tiie  United  States  Bank  has 
dunged  her  funds  from  one  section  of  the 
Uiuon  to  another,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
United  States.  This  can  be  done  by  the  State 
banks.  It  is  now  done  every  day,  in  every  com- 
mercial city,  by  those  banks,  for  the  conven- 
ience of  the  commnnity ;  and  it  will  be  only 
necessary  to  extend  it  commensurate  with  the 
wants  of  the  Government.  The  same  means  of 
luformatioD  which  enabled  the  United  States 
Bank  to  know  where  to  contract  and  where 
to  extend  her  business,  whence  to  draw 
her  funds,  and  where  to  transmit  them,  will 
be  equally  open  to  the  directors  of  the  State 
banks.  All  the  banking  and  commercial  talents 
do  not  belong  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
and  it  they  did,  when  that  expires  the^  will  be 
transferred  to  the  State  institntiona. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Ur. 
UoDuntB,)  has  depicted  in  glowing  and  ani- 
mated lan^age  the  dangers  of  the  union  of  the 
moneyed  mterest  of  the  country  and  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Executive ;  and  has  told  us,  if 
he  had  the  power  to  control  it,  the  Bfmk  of  the 
United  States  ahonld  alw^s  be  oppined  to  the 
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Frendent  of  the  United  States.  I  entirelj 
agree  with  him,  and  the  very  object  <^  tlie 
amendment  is  to  guard  against  the  dangers  of 
such  a  union.  We  need  not  be  told  of  tiie 
control  which  the  Executive  would  have  over 
all  the  State  banks,  if  he  has  the  dis<a^onary 
power  of  placing  the  public  depouts  in  what 
banks  he  pleases,  upon  what  terms  he  pleases^ 
and  as  long  as  he  pleases.  We  need  uot  be 
told  that  such  an  unholy  and  *'  meretricious 
union"  would  be  more  deleterious  than  tiie 
baneful  inflnenoe  of  the  bohun  upas,  more  de- 
structive than  the  desolating  blast  of  1^  A- 
moom.  Xa  tiiese  halltif  where  the  vmoe  liber* 
ty  is  raised,  and  the  vestal  flame  of  freedmn  is 
ootmnnally  burning,  altars  'will  be  raised,  and 
sweet  incense  bnm^  to  l^e  B[Hrit  of  money  and 
the  spirit  of  despotism. 

Sir,  has  that  gentleman  never  thought  Uns 
meretridons  union  might  be  formed  between 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States !  Has  he  never  sup- 
posed that,  but  for  the  fortunate  difficulties  be- 
tween the  present  Executive  and  the  bank, 
there  might  now  be  that  very  "  meretricious 
union; "  that  the  bank  might  again  have  been 
reohartered ;  and  all  the  power,  and  the  influ- 
ence, and  the  patronage  ofthe  Ezecative  and  the 
bank  united  to  destroy  the  rights  of  the  States, 
break  down  the  bulwarks  of  the  conatitntion, 
and  raise  up  one  grand  consolidated  empire  t 

The  State  banks  have  separate  and  distinct 
interests,  and  can  never  be  beyond  the  control 
of  the  State  legislatures.  The  directors  of  those 
institutions  l)elong  to  the  community  in  which 
they  live,  have  the  same  interests,  the  same 
feelings,  and  must  be  more  or  less  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  friends  and  relations  by  whom 
they  are  surrounded;  they  must  witness  the 
calamity,  and  embarrassment,  and  distress, 
which  selfish  and  interested  measures  may  pro- 
duce, and  they  cannot  be  insennble  to  pnblio 
opimon.  Not  bo  t3ke  Bank  oi  the  United  State& 
The  directors  can  have  no  feelings,  no  Intereats, 
common  with  the  people,  except  where  the 
princip^  bank  is  situated ;  tiiey  nave  no  sfm- 
pathy  for  their  sufferings :  they  do  not  bear 
their  complaints  nor  see  uieir  distress;  th^ 
are  beyond  the  infinence  even  of  friends  and 
of  pnbUc  opimon ;  and  to  all  the  complaints,  in 
every  place  where  a  branch  is  situated,  the 
single  answer  may  be  given,  "  We  have  recMV- 
ed  directions  from  the  principal  bank,  and  we 
are  compelled  to  obey  tliem."  While  it  is  po- 
tent for  good,  it  is  more  potent  for  evil.  There 
is  a  unity  of  action,  wiui  a  weight  of  power 
that  is  irresistible.  The  branches,  like  so  many 
powerAil  engtnea^  are  all  propelled  by  <»m  ma*- 
ter  wheel ;  one  man  controls  and  rc^ialateB  tin 
whole ;  he  wills,  and  money  is  abundant — all 
is  plentj,  and  peace,  and  prosperity.  "A 
chimge  comes  over  the  ^irit  of  his  dream ; " 
he  wills,  and  the  money  is  drawn  into  the  vaolta 
of  the  bank  from  all  parts  of  the  oonntiT  i  pov- 
erty, and  distress,  and  ruin  overspraad  the  und. 
I  will  not  extend  the  picture. 
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^  Tedbsdat,  Jaoaary  28. 

Vi.  "Rvmaaxas  said :  The  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Temussee  (lb.  Fras)  rtatedf  and 
more  than  once  repeated,  that,  in  rq;ard  to  tiiia 
subject,  the  issae  was  fonned  between  the  Qor- 
ermnent  and  the  bank.  I  differ  with  him  as  to 
both  the  parlies  which  be  has  named.  If  he 
means  bx  the  tenn  "  Government,"  that  which 
ia  so  called  bj  the  travelling  seent  of  the  Treas- 
ury— one  branch  of  it  only,  me  £zecQtive,  or 
rimplythe  TreasmyDeparbnent — he  has  right- 
ly named  one  of  tlw  parties ;  bat  if  ho  nses  the 
term  as  freemen  onderstand  it,  as  indn^g  the 
EzecntiTe,  Jndidal,  and  Legislative  Depart- 
ments, then  the  Gk>vemment  is  no  party  to 
what  he  calls  the  issae  which  has  been  dosed. 
Congress  has  declared  the  bank  to  be  a  neoes- 
sary  and  oseM  oorporation.  The  Supreme 
Oottrt  haa  decided  that  it  is  aoonioration  ri^t- 
foEy  (seated  nnder  the  conatitntion.  The 
Hoose  of  Representatives,  by  a  la^  mi^ori^ 
at  the  last  session,  declared  it  to  be  a  safe  place 
of  deposit  for  the  pnblic  moneys;  and  the  Exec- 
utive only  has  been  fonnd  in  opposition  to  it  as 
nnconstitational  and  inexpedient.  The  Govern- 
ment proper,  therefore,  has  not  made  itself  a 
party  to  the  removal  of  ihe  deposits.  The  hon- 
*  orable  member  is  eqaally  in  an  error  when  he 
affirms  that  the  bank  is  a  party.  However 
great  and  unwearied  the  efforts  have  been  to 
destroy  its  credit  uid  usefulness,  both  at  home 
and  abroad;  howerer  nnoerwnoniously  the 
oharaoters  of  the  honOTable  and  rirtuona  men 
who  manage  its  affairs  have  been  traduced  and 
slandered;  however  wanton  have  hem  the 
attacks  on  the  institution  and  its  directors,  the 
whole  dwindles  into  insignificanoe  compared 
with  the  results  which  have  followed  to  the 
country  fWim  the  hostility  of  those  who  ahoald 
have  been  its  protectors  and  friends.  The 
iffine  is  dosed  between  the  Treasury  and  the 
people,  and  it  has  been  tendered  by  the  former; 
and  by  this  House  and  the  Senate  is  this  issue 
to  be  tried,  and  judgment  rendered ;  and  in  its 
detennination.  the  bank,  as  such,  aira  in  regard 
to  its  own  ri^ta,  is  comparatiTdy  a  dpher— a 
matter  of  no  moment.  The  question  is,  whether 
the  Treasnry  shall  govern,  or  the  people  ?  The 
observations  which  I  propoee  to  snmnit  to  the 
House  will  be  oonqtrised  in  answers  to  the  fol- 
lowing questions : 

What  was  the  condition  of  the  country  pre- 
vious to  the  contemplated  change  in  the  place 
of  depont  of  the  pnblic  moneys  ? 

What  is  that  conditi(Hi  now  ? 

What  ia  it  to  be  if  the  d^Ktalta  are  not  re- 
stored! 

What  causes  have  produced  the  present  dis- 
tressed condition  of  the  ooontry,  and  the  alarm- 
^  forebodings  of  calamities  stiU  greator  to  be- 

What  is  the  remedy  for  these  erib? 

Shall  Congreu  apply  itf 

There  ia  not  one  of  these  qnestioiH  vhioh  la 
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not  fUl  of  meaning,  and  worthy  our  most  se- 
rious Gonfiideration. 

WhatL  then,  was  the  condition  of  every  por- 
tion of  this  great  nation  while  the  pnblio  moneys 
were  in  their  leritimate  place  of  custody,  and 
the  power  of  the  Treasury  had  not  been  applied 
to  duturb  and  remove  them  1 

It  was  one  of  unparalleled  quietness,  ease, 
and  prosperity.  Every  channel  of  industry 
was  filled.  Full  employment  was  given  to  the 
laborer,  who  earned  his  daily  bread  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow  —  to  tbe  mechanic,  who 
worked  in  his  shop,  and  furnished  the  necessa- 
ries and  comforts  of  life  for  himself  and  all  in 
his  employ— to  the  manufacturer,  who  rewarded 
the  industry  of  thousands  connected  with  and 
dependent  upon  the  succettifal  pursuit  of  his 
business — ^to  the  merchant,  who  was  engaged 
in  prosperous  commeroi&l  enterprises — to  the 
fanner  and  planter,  who  found  a  rea^  and  prof- 
itable market  for  the  products  of  weir  labor. 
Fa^ments  were  made  for  the  productions  of 
agricultural,  mechanical,  and  manu&otoriDg  la- 
bor through  the  domcstio  exchanges  of  the 
country,  at  a  trifling  expense ;  and  in  like  man- 
ner were  payments  made  for  imported  merchan- 
dise scattered  over  every  portion  of  the  Union. 
The  Bwk  of  tJie  United  States,  sustaining  its 
amicable  and  confidential  rdations  with  the 
Treasury,  acted  the  part  of  a  balance  whed, 
regulating  all  the  movements  of  the  whole 
machinery  of  currency  and  exchange,  keeping 
it  in  order,  preventing  the  over-issues  of  the 
State  banks,  and  yet  bcoiending  them ;  distrib- 
uting the  public  revenne  in  every  direction  to 
pay  the  debts  of  the  Government ;  and,  through 
its  loans  and  exchanges^  {^ving  and  oontinaing 
health  and  soundness  to  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  creating  and  susbUmng  a  currency 
more  perfect  thui  any  which  ever  existed  in 
the  most  finished  pviods  of  the  commercial 
prosperity  of  Europe.  Our  country  presented 
a  scene  which  we  mieht  and  did  contemplate 
witii  delight,  and  whidi  called  forth  our  thanks- 
givings to  the  beneficent  Author  of  all  Good 
for  such  distinguished  merdes.  There  was  not 
a  dark  shade  in  the  picture  of  oar  country's 
prosperity ;  all — all — was  bright,  delightftil  in 
fruitaon,  cheering  In  {uroqiect 

What  is  now  the  condition  of  the  country  ? 

Ohanged,  greaUy  changed;  almost  wholly 
reversed.  Every  channel  of  industry  is  now 
partially  choked.  A  paralysis  has  settled  upon 
our  prindpal  commercial  dties,  and  is  r^idly 
extending  itself  in  every  direction.  Busmess 
is  suspended ;  no  new  contracts  are  made ;  the 
arm  of  labor  has  become  nervdess ;  the  cur- 
rency is  disordered,  and  money  not  to  he  ob- 
tained; a  universal  panic  exists;  fear  and  alarm 
are  apparent  in  the  countenances  of  all ;  fre- 
quent bankruptcies  occur ;  commerdal  credit  is 
unpaired ;  and  the  whole  country  is  in  a  state 
o£  agitation,  excitement,  alarm,  and  fearfhl  ap- 
prehoi^n.  Is  not  this  statement  true  I  Does 
not  evoy  day's  post  bring  ns  confirmation 
of  itt 
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This,  however^  is  bat  the  commencement  of 
evils  Bull  greater  to  follow,  unless  an  immediate 
remedy  be  applied  by  the  action  of  CongresB. 
And  this  leads  to  the  inc^niry  what  is  the  pros- 
peot  before  us  (  What  is  to  be  the  condition 
of  the  coimtry,  if  there  be  not  a  reaction,  if 
business  do  not  revlTe,  confidence  be  not  re- 
stored, the  usual  course  of  industry  and  enter- 
prise be  not  pursued,  the  currency  be  not  re- 
stored to  its  former  sonnd  and  h^thfiil  state, 
and  active  employment  be  given  to  the  labor 
of  our  citizens,  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  a 
fair  and  certain  remnneration  ? 

That  condition,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  be  one 
of  general  bankruptcy,  and,  perhaps,  a  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  most  of  the  local 
banks ;  tbe  present  state  of  things,  gloomy  and 
fearfnl  as  it  is,  cannot  long  continue;  the 
prepare  will  be  more  severely  felt;  the  causes 
which  have  produced  it  will  not  cease  to  oper- 
ate, but  will  accumulate  strength,  and  produce 
still  more  deleterious  effects ;  the  cord  is  fast 
drawing  to  ite  ultimate  power  of  tension  \  in  a 
few  months  it  will  part.  And  what  will  be 
the  result  t  Will  it  not  be  one  which  will 
Jeopu^  the  capital  of  the  State  banks,  or  com- 
pel them  to  refuse  the  redemption  of  their  notes 
in  coin?  Oan  the  local  banks  redeem  their 
circulation  and  pay  their  deposits,  without  call- 
ing npon  thdr  debtors  to  make  frequent  and 
large  payments  I  They  have  not  the  power  to 
coin  money,  nor  oan  they  rdse  it  on  their  cred- 
it And  can  these  debtors  pay  without  effect- 
ing loans  elsewhere,  or  obtamhig  money  by  the 
sale  of  their  crops  or  their  manulactnres  f 
And  are  these  the  resources  which  are  at  hand  i 
The  banks,  instead  of  loaning,  are  curtailing 
their  accommodations ;  private  capitalists  will 
not  lend ;  sales  of  the  products  of  labor  cannot 
be  made.  In  what  manner,  then,  is  provision 
to  be  made  for  tbe  pa:Fltient  of  bank  loans! 
And  if  none  con  be  n^e,  the  local  banks  must 
resort  to  other  means  than  collections  from 
their  debtors  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of 
thdr  own  debts — and  they  will  look  in  ^un 
for  any  such  means.  It  is  also  not  to  be  fo^t- 
ten  mat  the  whole  system  of  banking  opera- 
tions in  this  country  has  its  foundation  in  pub- 
lic confidence  and  credit  It  is  well  known 
that  the  banks  cannot  redeem  all  thdr  ifsues  in 
coin,  if  demanded  at  once ;  hut  the  community 
feel  a  security  in  the  integrity,  and  intelligence, 
and  prudence  of  those  who  have  the  manage- 
ment of  these  institutions,  and  a  certainty  that ; 
the  notes  will  subserve  all  the  purposes  to 
which  they  wish  to  apply  them,  and  thus  be 
equivalent  to  coin.  While  these  feelings  of 
security  and  certtdnty  continue — ^while  aU  the 
banks  are  diejKtsed  to  be  liberal  and  friendly  to 
each  othei^wbile  the  bndness  of  the  country 
is  carried  on  with  its  aocnstomed  industry  and 
prosperity,  and  the  revenues  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  disbursed  equally  for  the  benefit  of 
all,  and  the  domestic  exchanges  continued  with 
their  usual  frequencT-  and  rapidity,  and  without 
loaSf  and  tiid  currency  is  preserved  pure— all 


will  be  well,  aa  it  was  before  the  Treasury  or^ 
der  relating  to  the  public  dmodta  was  issudL 
But  when  the  time  arrives  that  money  cannot 
be  obtuned  in  any  form  to  meet  ontstandii^ 
engagements ;  when  such  a  state  of  alarm  shall 
exist  as  that  the  vaults  of  the  local  banks  are 
to  he  opened  to  redeem  their  notes ;  when  spec- 
ulators in  bank  notes  shall  commence  the  pur- 
chase of  them  at  a  large  discount,  to  demuid 
their  payment  in  specie ;  when  this  period  ar- 
rives, then  will  most  of  tiie  Btate  banks  be  com- 
pelled to  close  the  doors  of  their  vanity  and 
the  scenes  of  the  years  1814  and  1815  again  be 
witnessed.  And  though  I  beUeve  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States — ^tiiat  monster  and  trrant,  aa 
it  has  been  <»lled,  whioh  was  to  crondi  at  the 
feet  ot  tiie  Treasury  an  humble  suppliant  far 
&YOT — ^wUl  ride  oat  the  storm  without  the  loss 
of  a  spar,  or  a  sail,  or  a  yard,  it  is  greatly  to  be 
apprehended  that  the  broken  fra^ents  of 
most  of  the  State  banks,  which  will  be  seen 
everywhere  fioating,  will  evince  what  desdlft- 
tion  and  rain  have  be&llan  them. 


Fbidat,  January  81. 
PureAoM  qf£ocJ»/or  Mmben. 

Mr.  Sphght  asked  the.nnanimons  consent  of 
the  House  to  ofl^  a  j<^t  reK^otion.  Leave 
being  given,  he  offered  a  resolntton  fw  fnrxdsh- 
ing  to  the  new  monbm  of  Oongress  ocorUm 
books  of  reference  which  have  been  fbmlahed 
to  the  old  members. 

Mr.  Whttixbsbt  otjeoted  to  the  form  <rfthe 
resolution ;  and,  after  some  conversation,  it  was, 
on  the  motion  of  Kr.  Polk,  verbally  modified, 
with  the  consent  of  tbe  mover,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows: 

Retolved  by  the  Senate  and  Soute  of  R^aratnior 
tivttf  That  tbe  members  of  the  present  Congress, 
who  have  not  heretofore  received  them,  be  supplied 
with  the  same  books  that  have  been  ordered  to  be 
fimdshed  to  the  members  of  the  22d  Congress;  the 
cost  tiiereof  to  be  pdd  oat  of  any  money  in  the 
treaaary  not  othenrue  aj^tropriated. 

Mr.  Wayvs  wished,  befrae  voting  to  know 
what  the  hooks  were  which  were  refened  ta 
and  whether  some  might  not  now  be  out  of 
print,  so  that  the  resolution  might,  in  eKot, 
be  authorizing  a  reprint  of  them. 

Kr.  Speight  explained,  and  stated  that  his 
object  in  offering  the  resolution  was  to  frimish 
such  members  as  bad  not  been  supplied  with 
them  with  Oales  &  Seaton's  Bister  of  Debates, 
and  the  Documentary  History  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  Bpbaebb  stated  to  the  House  that  an 
evradght  had  been  o(munitted  in  pasting  to  a 
third  read^'  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Sfeiobt.  That  resolntion  involved  an  ^pro- 
priation  money,  and  must,  therefore^fint  be 
conddered  in  Oommittee  of  the  whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Speight,  the  House  went 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  cm  the  state  of  the 
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Union,  Mr.  Gonsob  in  the  chair,  and  took  up 
ttie  resoIntioD. 

Mr.  Speight  amended  his  resolution  by  add- 
ing that  the  whole  of  the  Re^ster  of  Dehates, 
from  the  first  to  the  ninth  volome,  iDclnBive, 
and  the  vhole  of  the  Documentary  History 
pabliahed,  Bhonld  be  purchased  for  those  mem- 
bers of  Congress  who  had  not  yet  received 
copies  of  Hiose  works. 

Mr.  Fosiu  inquired  <tf  the  mover  what 
the  books  were  wnioh  wonld  be  covered  by 
the  resolution,  and  what  wonid  be  the  cost  of 
themt 

Hr.  Sfsight  replied,  . that  the  gentleman  had 
the  same  information  as  he  had ;  what  the  cost 
wonld  be,  he  conld  not  say.  He  had  stated 
what  the  works  were  wMoh  he  had  in  view. 

Mr.  FoexKB  sn^ested  that  the  resolntion 
onght  to  specify  the  books.  He  observed  that 
the  resolntion,  as  amended,  went  to  provide, 
not  only  for  new  members,  bnt  for  the  old  ones 
also.  The  Honse  was  improring.  Instead  of 
resisting  the  practice  of  fnmishing  themselves 
with  books,  tiiej  were  extending  it.  He 
wanted  to  have  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
carrying  the  resolntion  into  effect,  that  Hie 

ale  might  know  how  much  they  were  voting 
emseives  over  and  above  fheir  ptj. 
Mr.  Sfkiobt  said  the  gentleman  seemed 
wholly  to  have  misunderstood  the  resolntion, 
and  his  purpose  in  moving  it.  It  was  merely 
to  put  the  new  members  on  the  same  footing 
with  the  old,  in  relation  to  two  works  very 
important  to  a  right  discharge  of  their  public 
dnty  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  FoSTBB  deprecated  the  resolution  with 
warmth,  as  going  to  produce  a  scene  of  perfect 
confusion :  uie  resolution  went  back  for  years, 
and  those  who  had  been  members  of  the  House 
years  ago  would  be  sen^ng  to  the  Olerk  for 
volumes  to  complete  their  8et&  Ac.  He 
would  in  the  House  move  to  refer  tne  residution 
to  the  Idbrary  Oonmdttee^  with  direction  to 
report  the  expense  of  carrying  It  into  ^fect. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Bfuoht's 
amendment,  and  it  was  carried. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  resolu- 
titm  as  amended. 


Tbcbbdat,  Febmaijr  6. 
The2)«po»ii  Quettien. 

The  House  next  proceeded  to  the  o(Huid- 
eration  of  the  deposit  question. 

Mr.  Tsnos  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  it  Is  strange, 
indeed,  that  the  man  who  has  given  his  lifb  to 
the  service  of  his  country,  who  has  toiled  and 
perilled  so  much  in  defence  of  its  institutions, 
should  now  be  represented  as  dangerous  to  its 
liberties  and  regardless  of  its  laws.  These 
sentiments  have  been,  urged  and  reiterated 
against  the  President  from  the  commencement 
of  this  debate.  I  will  endeavor,  "Mi.  Speake^ 
in  a  plain,  brief  manner,  to  answer  stnne  of 

You  xn—sr 
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these  charges,  before  I  proceed  to  the  conMd- 
eration  of  the  subject  before  the  House. 

I  ^ree  with  the  gentleman  from  Soutli 
Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDnx-ns,)  that  it  is  dangerous 
to  unite  money  and  political  power.  But,  sir, 
we  must  trust  somebody ;  and  I  Lad  rather 
intrust  the  management  of  the  treasury  to  those 
whom  the  American  people  have  selected  as 
the  guardians  of  their  liberty,  than  leave  it 
exposed  to  those  who  have  beoome' furious  1^ 
the  rebuke  they  have  received  at  tjie  hands 
the  people.  Sir,  we  have  exhibited  before  the 
nation  and  the  world  an  extraordinary  spectacle 
— a  scramble  for  the  control  of  the  public 
money.  An  attempt  is  made  to  wrest  it  from 
the  constituted  authorities  by  gentlemen  whom 
the  peoplepronouuce  undeserving  of  their  con- 
fidence. Tesj  Bu*,  they  demand  that  the  public 
treasure,  which  is  the  "soul  of  the  body 
politic,"  shall  be  yielded  up  at  the  overbearing 
dictation  of  this  strange  alliance,  formed  by  a 
union  of  party  leaders  from  i^I  points  of  the 
political  compass.  Well,  sir,  if  power  is  to 
change  hand&  let  us  see  if  the  oountry  will  be 
benefited  hj  it.  Who  are  th^  who  donand 
the  change?  Are  they  not  the  same  restless 
spirits  who  so  lately  brought  thdr  country  to 
tne  brink,  "  where  is  but  one  step  down,  and 
aU  was  lost?"  Let  us  pause  and  survey  the 
scene  I  We  hear  of  tyrants,  and  revolutions, 
and  redstance.  Who  is  producing  this  uproar, 
this  clamor  for  the  public  treasure,  and  grasp- 
ing at  that  power,  I  had  idmost  said,  in  a  revo- 
lutionary tone,  which  they  were  not  able  to 
reach  in  the  spirit  of  our  institutions — whidi 
the  stem  voice  of  a  republican  people  denied 
them?  What  do  we  behold?  Why.  those 
who  but  yesterday  jjared  upon  each  other 
with  a  tiger^s  look,  and  bristles  up,  are  now 
folded  in  each  othars  patriotic  anus,  and  land- 
ing each  other  as  puuio  benefactors.  They 
b^efactors  of  the  country  t  "  It  is  an  insnlt 
to  the  nation  to  say  so,"  I  borrow  the  phrase 
from  the  gentieman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
MoDunTE.)  "  The  Federal  Union — it  must  bo 
preserved : "  that  was  the  sentiment  uttered 
by  a  patriot,  and  responded  to  by  freemen, 
which  saved  the  coxmtry.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  for 
the  true  cause  of  all  we  see  and  hear  ?  There 
is  no  man  so  weak  or  credulous  as  to  believe, 
for  a  moment,  that  it  is  to  be  found  in  this 
petty  question  of  giving  the  bank  the  use  of 
money,  which  its  friends  boast  it  can  well  do 
without ;  or  in  tiie  pecuniary  interest  of  a  few 
rich  men  in  Europe  and  America,  who  own 
and  control  the  bau.  No,  or ;  this  is  the  pre- 
text seized  upon  to  scatter  firebrands  through 
society.  A  deep  game  of  ambition  is  playing, 
not  unlike  those  to  which  honoraUe  gentiem^ 
have  referred  us  in  the  history  of  other  nations. 
We  can  occasionally  get  a  glimpse  of  the  doud 
boiling  over  above  l£e  horizon,  and  hear  the 
thunder  in  the  distance.  Qentiemen  are  throw- 
ing  high  die  for  power ;  and,  with  a  boldness 
oharacteristio  of  the  high  order  of  their  intel- 
lect, are  willing  to  stwce  all,  and  stand  the 
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baiard  of  the  cast.  "  To  rnle  or  mm"  ia  the 
bold  design.  Sir,  it  would  be  patriotic,  and 
ocmntand  oorhighest  admiration,  to  see  a  states- 
man  love  bia  country  better  than  himself;  not- 
withstanding that  conntrj  had  withdrawn  its 
ooafidence,  and  had  driven  him  from  a  high 
itation.  A  Oato  coold  love  his  coontry  even 
in  buiishment ;  and  that  country,  he  said,  was 
not  "  tJtica  or  Adjmettam,  bat  Borne."  But, 
ur,  I  appeal  to  ul  America  whether  it  was 
love  OT  liat»— deadly  hate ;  whether  it  was 
patriotism  or  ambiti(»,  which  formed  this 
nnnatoral  union  t  In  what  else  do  they  agree 
bnt  war,  Qnq>ariDg  war,  npon  the  IVeaident  1 
Is  this  patriodsml  Do  they  hate  each  other 
leas,  or  Andrew  JaoksoD  more  t  Say,  sir,  tliat 
to-morrow's  ami  rose  upon  this  administiation 
swept  Arom  the  earth— ^at  every  member  of 
it  dioold  meet  a  Bnitus  while  he  sleeps — that 
all  power  shoald  devolve  upon  these  leaders, 
who  assume  to  be  the  guardians  of  conatita- 
tioqud  liberty :  what  then  1  There  ia  not  room 
in  the  tkaxc  of  state  for  more  than  one  man. 

England  could  not  brook  the  double  sway  of 
Hal  ajE^  Hotspur."  Would  this  new  love  some 
gmtlemen  prolbaB  tise  eonrta  and  federal  Jniy 
triala  ooDUnae?  Would  the  &ther  of  the 
Amerieaa  system  adhere  to  bis  recent  dedarar 
tioB  in  favor  of  a  strict  oonstmotlon  of  the 
ooBitltntionl  Would  you  expect  from  such 
m■t^^T^alf  a  harmonious,  patriotic  action  in  the 
Govemmfflitl  No,  ur,  you  will  as  soon  see  the 
Stony  mountiuns  raising  their  anow-capped 
heads  amidst  the  pinea  of  Carolina,  as  you  will 
see  the  father  of  the  American  system,  and  the 
fiery  prince  of  nullification,  moving  qoietly 
alonff,  upon  principle,  in  the  great  questions 
wbloh  have  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  American 
famUy.  Remove  the  cause  of  this  nnioo,  and 
the  union  itself  ia  broken  up  in  an  infant.  Ho 
more  tears  will  be  shed  for  the  bank,  whieh, 
by  the  bye,  have  fallen  as  &at  on  the  otiier  aide 
(tt  the  question  in  d^r*  which  have  passed ;  for 
some  gentlemen  seemed  to  have  a  foont^  ^ 
o<»nmand.  But  let  snooess  crown  the  coming 
struggle,  and  the  measures  and  principles  of 
this  administration  l>e  battered  ^wn;  woold 
not  the  unnatural  folds  in  which  this  knot  of 
politicians  is  linked  tt^ther  be  unrolled.  I 
Would  not  those  hyena  gbmces,  which  are  now 
drawn  to  a  focus  and  bent  on  the  white  house, 
flash  and  dart  at  one  another  %  I  question,  sir, 
if  jMlonsy  and  rivaliy  would  not  take  the  place 
of  patriotiiou ;  and  if  ambition  should  predom- 
inate, then  would  oome  a  struggle  which  would 
teat  fehe  ene^^  of  our  frame  of  government — 
the  flrmnees,  tiie  modaration,  the  virtue,  and 
Ae  patriotism  of  tiie  pet^e.  If  I  oould  be 
permitted  to  state  the  case,  we  would  see 
on  each  side  men  of  transceacteut  talents,  of 
disappointed  hopes,  chafed  ambition,  backed 
by  orators  in  boldness,  chivalry,  and  "the 
power  of  speech  to  stir  men^s  blood,"  such  as 
the  revolution  of  France  produced— -each  con- 
trolling presses  which  have  it  in  their  power 
spread  delasion  over  the  face  of  the  lud,  to 


"thick  as  autummal  leavra  in  YaUsmbroBa,** 
carried  on  the  four  winds.  More,  nr.  On  tlto 
one  side,  would  be  arrayed  this  bank,  witb  all 
its  treasures,  with  all  the  attendant  sources 
corruption  which  would  be  opened ;  t^n  the 
other  side,  there  would  be  arrayed  an  army  of 
twenty-five  thousand  Btate  troops,  to  aaaert  tlie 
cl^m  of  their  favorite,  under  the  bsimer  <£. 
State  rights. 

Ibr.  Speaker,  gentlemen  have  ransacked  histo- 
rians and  poeta  for  tyrants'  names,  and  ewa  of 
oppresdcm,  in  which  they  vMnl^  seek  to  flad 
some  resemblance  to  llie  Fresideat  and  lui 
measures.  Bnt  I  am  stmdc  with  this  reourt- 
able  feature  in  all  the  examples  whidi  tba 
mirror  of  history  holds  up  to  view,  Itis,  dut 
liberty  has  been  lost  by  ambition  gras^  at 
that  power  which  it  could  not  coistitntiQiitlly 
attun.  The  first  step  has  alw^rs  been  to 
impede  the  operations  of  regular  government, 
excite  distrust  against  the  constitnted  sntlior- 
ities,  denoonoe  those  in  power  as  naorpen 
and  tyrants,  lay  all  the  "ills  that  fledi  is  beir 
to"  on  them,  mourn  over  the  lost  liberties  rf 
the  people,  shed  over  their  distresses  orooodile 
tears,  produce  insubordinftta<m  to  the  laws^  sid 
make  a  pu^  in  the  misrule  and  anand^  thv 
brought  about,  ibr  lapreme  power.  iBoeai  Ji 
desonbed  aa  having  ascended  the  titroM  « 
OfuUiage  wrapped  in  a  cloud.  Gentiemen  taw 
earned  us  baidc  to  the  days  when  Borne  in* 
frw,  and  told  as  how  she  lost  her  libertj. 
Roman  liberty  was  buried  in  a  battle  field— io 
a  battie  field  upon  which  two  men  were  the 
champions,  who  had  been  fiiends.  The  fital 
field  of  Fharsalia  was  tbe  tomb  of  Bomin 
freedom.  There,  sir,  it  received  its  destliblowj 
that  was  the  catastrophe  of  a  coalition  fonned 
by  Onsar,  Pompey,  and  Crassus.  Thia, 
a  memorable  event  in  history;  ^  am  UMtf 
obligations  to  the  gentleman  who  utrodaoeatt 
as  a  fit  parallel  of  the  timea;)  it  carries  with  it 
a  sublime  and  useful  moral,  and,  as  aoeh)  iM|T 
be  well  applied  to  the  present  orina.  How  did 
the  first  and  mightiest  Cesar  malce  '^^'^ 
absolute,  and  subvert  fiarever  the  libertiea  « 
his  country!  Why,  if  my  slifi^t  reading  m> 
not  greatiy  misled  me,  it  was  by  uidting  viw  ^ 
own  lofty  genius  and  restless  spirit  the  gwd  « 
Crassus  and  the  popular  infiuence  of  FoinpV< 
With  these  he  broke  down  Cato's  inflnMwem 
the  Senate,  and  amongst  the  people.  U  w^ 
have  Offlsars  and  Pompeys  now,  we  most 
Oato  too.  The  gentleman  from  South  Cik*m 
says  that  he  (General  J.)  has  thrown  himaalf  i> 
the  braach.  Yes,  sir,  he  has;  and  there  be 
stands,  "a  pillar  of  state,"  which  oeitber  re- 
cedes from  the  wavea,  nor  is  shakes  ia 
tempest;  and  as  long  aa  he  stands 
hopes  Ue  crushed.  As  long  as  the  nation  di» 
confidence  in  his  unsullied  integrity  and  ptw 
patriotaam,  the  dream  of  power  with  «w« 
gentiemm  ia  postponed ;  but  with  the 
of  those  who  are  endeavoring  to  overowne 
"  dire  calamity,  they  g^  reinforoement  nj™ 
hope,  or  take  rest^ntion  from  dai|iair."  y» 
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deiperate  attempt  ia  making  to  prostrate  a 
patiiot,  wlio  finaa  in  the  confidence  of  ha 
cotmtrymen  an  impenetrable  shield.  Why  ia 
thUi  pyramid  of  the  nation^a  strength  to  be 
demolished  ?  Because  it  stands  in  the  breach. 
Where  else  wonld  yoa  en>eot  to  find  him? 
Has  he  not  always  been  loand  there,  in  the 
honr  of  peril !  Tlie  onset  ia  sounded,  and  all 
the  elements  and  instroments  of  party  warfare 
radi  to  the  assanlt.  A  dmnltiuieoas  move- 
ment is  made  in  both  enda  of  this  capitol,  and 
an  the  peud<med  presBes  oi  the  eoontry  ponr 
fortb  their  oalomny.  We  are  jet  to  aee  the 
resolt. 

The  main  object  of  the  dited  gentleman  from 
Sontii  Oarolina  QSr.  MoDotfu)  waa  not  to 
Inquire  into  facts,  nor  to  settle  great  piiuciples ; 
but  the  scope  of  ^t  gentleman's  impassioned 
appeal  was  to  hold  up  the  Chief  Magistrate  as 
a  tyrant,  whom  it  would  be  patriotism  to  re- 
sist; to  exhibit  the  officers  of  Goveroment, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  as  an  army 

meroenaries  in  the  President's  hands,  to  be 
lued  for  any  of  the  Tileet  purpoeee ;  and  a  ma- 
jority, or  a  supposed  migoritr  of  thia  House, 
was  tannted  by  turn  as  a  drilled  mdorify.  ready 
to  fiidlow  a  reoklen  usurper,  who  had  violated 
the  lav  and  eonstltatioi,  aim.  was  trampling  in 
the  dust  the  righta  of  widows  and  orphans.  I 
do  not  pretoid  to  give  words  or  sentences; 
but  thia  was  the  tone  and  sobstanoe  ci  these 
broad  denundattona,  wfaidi  swept  from  depart- 
ftent  to  department  oi  this  Qovemment.  The 
times  are  strangely  out  of  joint,  indeed,  when 
we  are  taunted  with  exercising  minority  pow- 
er, and  the  President  ia  scofira  at  by  that  gen- 
tleman for  not  tolerating  freedom  of  opinion. 
Now,  "  drill "  is  the  first  word  a  military  man 
leams.  Drilled  m^ority  I  and  this  we  are  to  be 
taunted  with  by  that  gmtleinaiil  "Whj-,  it 
Be«i^  that  some  gentlemen  have  an  instincave 
^horrenoe  oi  trusting  minority  power  to  any 
one  but  themselTes.  When  I  see  before  my 
face  the  fruits  of  its  exercise  elsewhere,  I  am 
astonished  that  he  should  be  the  man  to  make 
"mountuns  of  a  mole  hill."  Where  does 
m^ority  power  let  fall  tlie  heaviest  hand! 
Why,  sir,  m  a  section  where  altme,  we  are  told, 
pure  and  unrestrained  freedom  of  opiuiou  is  to 
be  found.  There,  sir,  an  oppreasea  minority, 
a  handful  of  men,  whose  integrity  of  soul  can- 
not be  subdued  by  this  power,  are  disfranchised 
— stripped  of  their  military  titles  and  their 
<nvio  wreaths,  which  are  gathered  np  and 
pUeed  on  other  brows— for  whatt  fbr  "  o|^- 
kn'i  aake ; "  yes,  dr,  men  whose  ftHiers  toiled 
tiirongfa  tJie  bloody  fields  and  arduoos  oonnoils 
of  tlie  RevcdntioD,  and  who  perpetuate  in  th^ 
bosoms  the  same  lofty  love  of  liberty  and 
scorn  of  despotism,  are  deprived  oi  office 
and  all  honorable  distinction ;  taxed  to  support 
an  army  over  their  own  heada;  denied  tlie 
right  of  voting  for  an  officer  who  can  have 
them  shot  for  refusing  to  fight  against  their 
oonscienoe  and  their  country ;  and,  worse  than 
aU,  th^  are  banwed  by  teat  oallu.  "Whj  all 


CB.  ovX. 

this  f  Because  they  would  not  agree  '*mid  de 
kort ; "  because  they  could  not  agree  "  mid  de 
kort."  How  could  they  take  Uie  test  oath, 
without  '^staining  their  names  in  time,  and 
souls  in  eternity  V  "  And,  yet,  that  gentlemui 
charges  the  President  with  stretching  or  trim- 
ming others  on  the  bed  of  Procrustes.  It  was 
sud  in  a  speech  I  heard  the  other  di^,  (Mr. 
Calhoun's,  in  the  Senate,)  that  there  is  "noth- 
ing more  dignified  than  reproof  from  the 
lips  of  innocence,  or  punishment  from  the 
hands  of  justice.  But  obaDgfl  the  pietnre— let 
the  guilty  reprove,  and  the  criminal  pnniah; 
and  what  mon  odioo^  men  hatdul,  eaa 
be  presented  to  the  ima^ationt"  Now 
it  does  seem  to  me  that  some  gentlemen  do 
not  stand  in  a  rituation  to  indulge  in  suoh 
reproofs  and  punishments ;  they  are  under  too 
gi4at  and  recent  obligations  to  m^ority  in- 
fluence to  do  so.  And,  air,  how  has  it  been 
with  the  bank  ?  At  one  sweep,  on  one  dis- 
count day  of  its  wrath,  it  reduced  the  families 
of  fif^  watchmen  in  Philadelphia  to  live  on 
charity;  and  yet,  the  gentleman  from  BouUi 
Oarolina  tells  us  that  "  no  man  can  breathe  the 
air  that  surronnds  the  palace  of  the  Preeddoit^ 
who  does  not  think  predsely  as  the  Presldait 
thinks ;  and  that  every  man  who  did  not  vote 
for  the  Presidffiit  has  been  put  out  of  office, 
and  the  most  notorioua  open>mouthed  partisans 
put  in  their  places :  and  t^at  is  a  trotn  known 
to  the  whole  wwld."  Now,  sir,  so  far  from 
this  being  a  trutii  known  to  the  whole  world, 
the  conttwy  is  the  fact,  known  to  everybody 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  especially  in  this 
House,  except  that  gentleman.  I  am  bound  to 
believe  he  thinks  what  he  says;  but  it  is  as 
notorious  as  that  the  ci^itol  stands  on  this  hill, 
that  a  minority  of  those  in  this  city,  who 
live  upon  the  public  treasury,  are  now,  and 
have^  ever  bera,  the  pc^itioal  opponenta  m  the 
Pendent. 

But  I  should  like  to  know  one  thing :  under 
this  mild  sway  <^  majority  power,  as  excrcnsed 
in  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere,  into  whose 
htmds  is  the  country  to  fall  if  gentlemen 
succeed — and  especially  we  anti-bank,  anti- 
tariff,  anti-internal  improvement,  anti-nullifica- 
tion people  ?  The  republic,  I  trust,  is  not  to  be 
divided  or  parcelled  out  among  the  parties. 
That  is  surely  an  idea  too  horrible  to  be 
thought  off.  Into  whose  hands,  then,  are  we 
to  fall,  where  we  can  enjoy  perfect  freedom 
of  opinion.  Who  will  have  the  magnanimity 
to  say  "yours  be  tJie  advantage  aD,  mine  the 
revenge  f  " 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentieman's  mode  of  tre^ 
ing  this  plun  proportion,  submitted  by  this 
resolution,  strikes  me  as  a  Uttle  unusual.  He 
informed  us  that  to  a  correct  understanding  of 
the  question,  as  he  presented  it,  no  facta  were 
necessary  to  be  ooUeeted,  no  books  or  witeesses 
to  be  examined  ■  but  a  great  principle  was  to 
be  settled.  Well,  sir,  to  settle  this  principle, 
the  gentleman  crowds  his  imagination  with 
hoinUe  images^  and  refen  to  Hume  anA 
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Shi^speare  as  hia  authorities.  His  heated 
fanoj  appears  to  see  nothing  bat  tyrants  rise 
and  kings,  and  blocks,  and  dec^itations. 
Thus  prepared,  he  sets  about  to  mid  a  fit 
parallel  to  Andrew  Jackson — not  to  find  a  case 
like  the  deposits;  and  what  selection,  in  the 
wide  raoge  of  the  gentleman's  reading,  does 
he  make?  Bichard  is  the  parallel;  yes,  ur, 
Bichard  ITT. ;  and  be  allnoed  to  the  most 
bloody  of  all  that  tyrant's  acts — the  morder  of 
his  brother's  children^  whilst  the  sweet  inno- 
cent babes  lay  asleep  folded  in  each  other's 
arms.  This,  sir,  is  {^ven  by  the  gentleman  as  an 
illustration  of  the  conduct  of  Andrew  Jackson ; 
this  is  the  manner  in  which  a  great  statesman 
argaes  a  great  oonstitational  question.  Am  I  not 
at  liberty  to  ask  if  such  an  ima^iation  must  not 
be  horribly  di^mpered  t  I  wm  leave  dvilized 
man,  and  i^peal  to  the  barbarians  of  the  woods 
for  Andrew  Jackson's  defence  agfunst  sach 
charges.  They  have  witnessed  me  tear  of 
sympathy,  the  paternal  regard  of  that  kind  and 
benevolent  man,  whom  1^  picture  of  cruelty 
was  intended  ito  represent :  they  bear  witness 
that  his  hamanity  is  only  equalled  by  his 
courage ;  they  will  say  that  he  fed,  and  clothed, 
and  educate*^  with  the  tenderness  of  a  father, 
their  children,  when  the  &te  of  war  cast  them 
upon  his  humanity.  The  gentleman  says,  that 
for  aooh  a  deed  as  the  Frmdent  has  done  the 
sal^ectB  of  a  king  would  have  chopped  off  his 
head ;  that  it  is  a  dark  and  alarming  usurpation. 
Well,  sir,  let  us  examine  the  fact,  and  see 
whether  at  the  time  this  act  of  removing  the 
deposits  from  one  place  to  anothw  was  done, 
and  which  had  been  done  without  oompl^t 
before,  by  other  officers  of  the  Government, 
any  just  parallel  could  be  seen  between  Andrew 
Jackson  and  Bichard,  or  Oasar.  Bichard  made 
his  deep  and  startjing  resolve,  because  he 
beheld  a  greater  than  himself — because  "he 
had  no  delight  to  pass  away  the  time,"  "  no  one 
to  back  his  suit,  but  the  plain  devil  and  dis- 
sembling looks,"  he  intended  to  be  first,  or  not 
to  be  at  alL  Now,  it  does  appear  to  me^ 
if  there  were  any  abont  that  tame,  or  before^ 
or  since,  who  had  no  delist  to  paaa  away  the 
time^  who  were  tortored  by  blasted  prospects, 
Mid  wounded  pride,  it  was  not  Andrew  Jack- 
son. This  act  conld  not  confer  on  him  more 
fame  or  power.  The  whole  subject  is  in  the 
hands  of  Congress,  He  had  no  further  ambition 
to  gratify.  What  more  had  he  to  ask  from  his 
friends,  his  country,  or  the  world  ?  Nothing, 
rir — ^nothing.  He  is  old  :  he  is  the  only  scion 
of  his  stock.  The  Revolution  swept  away  all 
but  him.  "  His  life  is  in  the  yellow  le^"~he 
is  worn  by  toil  and  time — he  soon  must  go  I — 
must  take  his  place  in  the  vault  bemde  her  who 
was  the  companion  of  his  joys  and  his  sorrows. 
Nature  made  him  great,  not  vdn ;  but  if  he 
had  been  ambitious  of  distjnctioii,  as  far  as 
this  world's  honors  can  reward  a  patriot,  he 
had  been  rewarded.  They  talk  to  us  of  Oeesar, 
and  of  Borne.  When  Caasar  won  his  battles,  he 
crossed  the  Bnbicon,  and  mandted  at  the  bead 


of  his  Qallic  legions  to  a  throne.  When 
Andrew  Jackson  had  won  for  himself  imperish- 
able renown,  and  completed  t2ie  work  of  glory 
for  bis  ooontrr,  he  disbanded  hia  soldiers  and 
retared  to  his  faxm.  Onsar  said,  "  Talk  not  of 
law  to  men  who  wear  swords ; "  he  intimidat- 
ed Hetellns,  and  took  the  treasure.  Andrew 
Jackson  took  his  stand  at  the  bar  for  tri^ 
sentence,  and  punishment,  in  the  midst  of  his 
victorious  soldiers,  and  in  sight  of  that  battle 
field  which  will  ^ve  immortality  to  the  bards 
of  future  times  who  shall  sing  of  the  achieve- 
ment. No  tdk  of  swords :  he  filed  his  plea, 
and  urged  that  what  had  been  done  was  lawfol 
and  necessary  to  save  the  (dtiy;  hia  deSmoe 
was  ^sallowed,  and  he  sabmitted  without  a 
munnar.  Was  that  like  Oasar?  Theaentenoe 
next— but  a  wave  of  disoontoit  ndled  over  the 
multitude.  The  soldiers  were  Indignant  to  see 
their  general,  and  the  citizens  their  braefactor, 
punished,  for  what  they  considered  a  violatioa 
of  no  law,  human  or  divine.  The  Jndge 
faltered;  and  this  tyrant,  who  sets  himself 
above  the  laws,  raised  his  tall  form  above  the 
rest,  and  waved  his  hand  to  tiie  soldiery  and 
populace,  and  with  a  calm  voice  and  a  di^iified 
mien  said  to  the  judge,  "  Proceed  I  the  same 
arm  which  defended  the  city  will  defend  you 
in  the  discharge  of  your  dnty."  Was  this  like 
Ossarf  Torrents  m  calnnuiy  may  sweep  deep 
andfleroe  astbe  ooirent  of  tutrivw  rai  whose 
banks  these  sentiments  were  nttered ;  but  they 
cannot  wash  away  tSiese  fiwita,  nf>r  make  • 
Onsar  of  that  man.  No,  dr,  he  has  never  set 
himself  above  the  laws  of  his  oountiy;  and 
more,  he  has  taught  other  gentlemen  that  no 
such  thing  can  bedone  while  he  lives  and  hdds 
the  reins  of  ^vemment. 

I  have  said,  at  the  time  the  deponts  were 
removed,  Andrew  Jackson  had  no  temptation 
to  usan>  power,  no  motive  to  ambition.  Had 
he  f  He  was  taken  firom  his  farm  by  the  call 
of  his  fellow-citizens;  placed  by  tiie  spon- 
taneous su&ages  of  a  free  people  in  the  most 
exalted  station  on  the  earth;  and,  unlike  Ciesar 
when  be  marched  to  Borne,  he  spread  no 
dismay,  dispersed  no  Senate ;  but  the  T^aSoi.  (dd 
man  was  hailed  everywhere  as  a  fHe^  to  his 
country.  When  he  had  served  his  first  term  as 
Chief  Ma^trate,  he  offered  to  surrender  ap  the 
"  gorgeous  palace"  for  his  Hermitage :  bat  the 
nation's  voice  again  was  heard;  his  country 
sud,  if  he  conld  do  without  her,  she  could  not 
do  without  him,  Tes,  sir,  he  had  trod  the 
paths  of  glory  which  Washington  had  trod 
before  him.  The  historian  had  but  to  complete 
his  office,  and  his  name  was  immortal;  the 
sculptor  to  perform  his  task,  and  he  stood 
besdae  the  father  of  lus  country,  with  that 
finger  which  penned  the  Bedaratton  of  Bids- 
pendence  pointing  him  out  as  the  noUeet 
Roman  of  his  day.  And,  but,  this  is  the  man, 
under  these  circumstances,  against  whom  all 
these  shafts  are  hurled  1  Tes,  dr,  even  the 
kitchen  knife  of  Kentucky,  which  has  been  cast 
a^  tos  years,  ia  hunted  np  and  thrown  into 
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this  House,  faH  of  mst  and  gaps,  to  be  sawed 
Boross  tiie  bosom  of  a  patriot.  I  do  not  com- 
plain that  he  is  found  on  the  dde  of  &is 
moneyed  corporation ;  it  was  to  he  expected. 
Every  man  m  this  coontry  has  a  right  to 
worship  according  to  the  Rotates  of  his  own 
bosom.  These  attacks  on  Andrew  Jackson 
will  not  ontUve  the  present  age.  They  will 
|»eilsh  with  those  who  make  them ;  and  those, 
sir,  who  fill  yoar  place  and  mine — fiitnre 
generations — when  tiiey  walk  beneath  these 
arehea,  and  amongst  tiiese  colnmna,  will  gaze 
on  Ids  manly  fiaatures  speaking  in  ma  marble, 
when  his  rerilfira  wiU  ixm  mingled  the 
commonest  earth. 

Hr.  WiSK  said:  Hr,  Speaker,  I  am^  "intus 
et  in  «ute,"  a  Virginian.  'Whenever  I  see  the 
"white  plume"  of  the  Old  Dominion  nodding 
in  the  "  thick  array  of  the  thronged  battle,"  I, 
for  one,  will  always  rally  around  it.  I  am 
sorry,  sir,  that  I  do  not  see  my  honorable 
colleagne,  (Mr,  Asohkb,)  who  raised  the  rally- 
ing  worcL  in  his  seat.  I  intended  to  con- 
gratulate him,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  at  last  passing 
beyond  the  blae  flame  circle  of  the  magician. 
Sir,  I  never  was  under  the  spell  of  the  eiuhant- 
er,  and  I  intended  to  luring  to  his  recollection 
what  luB  moat  have  forgotten— pcditieians  be- 
witched never  remember  to-day  what  happened 
to  them  yesterday— the  scenes  whloh  oocnrred 
not  many  yean  ago  in  a  certi^n  convention,  in 
a  certain  city  not  one  hundred  miles  from  this 
place.  I  am  snre  that  two  other  colleague, 
one  of  whom  I  have  in  my  eye,  (Mr.  Masoit,) 
know  what  I  allude  to.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
delegation,  to  which  my  honorable  colleague 
and  myself  belonged,  in  the  Atbensum  of  that 
dty,  a  resolution  was  introduced  to  "concur 
in"  and  "approve  of"  the  nomination  of  a  cer- 
tain magician  to  a  certun  high  office  in  the 
Government.  I  then  and  there,  Mr.  Speaker, 
was  rallying  wotmd  a  man  of  Virfpnia,  and 
snpportea  an  unendment  to  the  readntioo, 
striking  out  the  words  "  approve  o^"  and  for 
the  fint  time  in  my  life  made  a  speech  to  a 
body  of  politicians  against  all  magicians  and 
Hew  YorV  tacticians.  Sir,  I  was  but  a  mere 
novice,  as  I  am  now,  in  political  matters ;  but 
my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Abcekb)  was 
there,  who  had  more  experience,  and  he  re- 
sisted the  amendment  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  approve  of,"  and  scouted  the  idea  of  magical 
influences  and  New  York  management  as  the 
mere  imaginings  of  one  not  initiated,  I 
thought,  though,  that  I  foresaw  then  what  I 
knowlseanow;  and  I  am  truly  happy  that  my 
honcmble  colleague  baa  awakoiea  finm  his 
trance— that  the  chum  is  broken,  and  he  is 
once  more  free.  But,  "iSx.  Speaker,  I  oanoot 
say  that  he  has  "  bureted  the  Duming  wythes" 
as  with  "  the  vigorous  limbs  of  the  yet  nnshom 
Vazarite."  His  limbs  seem  rather  a-amped 
fiinoe  he  was  spell-bound.  Bnt  to  the  subject 
Sir,  I  have  not  yet  realized  the  eolenm  &ct  that 
"  we  are  in  the  midst  <si  a  revolution ; "  bat 
there  are  twaa  serious  truths  of  which  I  am 
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admonished.  lightly  to  tamper  with  th« 
pnblic  futh,  the  public  credit,  and  the  currenoy 
of  any  country,  is  to  destroy  public  confidence 
in  the  Government,  and  to  exmte  fearfhl  and 
alarming  internal  convnlnons,  if  not  a  revolu- 
tionary struggle.  And  knowin^y  and  wilful- 
ly, or  tamely  and  supinely,  or  iguorantiy  and 
corruptiy,  to  permit  any  colossal  power  what- 
ever, especially  that  of  a  moneyed  corporation, 
to  ontgrow  the  State  itself  bestride  the 
nugesty  of  the  people,  and  overawe  their 
representativea,  is  basely  and  ignomimondy  at 
once  to  Burrenaer  tiie  hberties  of  the  conntiT 
beyond  the  hope  of  a  revolution!  On  thu 
Q^estioiL  then,  we  are  truly  between  Scylla  and 
Oharybdis. 

For  my  part,  I  am  now  ready  to  give  my 
dedsion  on  all  the  issues  joined  between  the 
Secretary  and  the  bank. 

The  le^Blative  branch  of  this  Government 
has,  by  special  act^  chartered  this  corporation ; 
whether  constitutionally,  or  not,  is  not  now 
the  question.  It  has  been  rect^ized  by  the 
General  Government  in  all  its  forms,  by  the 
States  and  the  State  tribunals ;  and  it  has  been 
tolerated  by  the  people.  If  it  does  not  exist 
jun,"  it  does  ""ds  /oeto."  Bi^ts  have 
become  vested  by  its  diarter,  and  the  bank  has 
for  a  long  tame  ^oyed  its  corporate  privUc^ea, 
and  realized  its  profits  under  a  contiract  made 
by  law.  Its  credit  is  pledged  to  the  perform- 
ance of  that  contract,  and  I  here  hola  myself 
bound  to  maintahi  tiie  plighted  futh  of  tho 
GoTcmment  I  am  for  the  restoration  of  the 
deposits;  bnt  with  the  first  position  assumed 
by  ^e  bank  and  its  friends  here,  I  differ. 
It  is  contended  that  the  qaestion  now  before  us 
is  ^'■ooram  non  jw2{ce;"  that  the  case  is  not 
properly  brought  up;  that  it  has  been  sent 
here  by  the  President,  and  not  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  according  to  law.  Sir,  as 
gentlemen  will  jperreraely  oisouBS  this  matter 
as  before  a  judicial  tribunal,  lodk  to  the  record. 
The  first  paper  is  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  annonndng  to  Oongress 
the  fact  that  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
removed  the  depodts,  and  that  he  (the 
Secretary)  would  lay  before  Oongress  the 
reasons  for  so  doing.  The  next  paper  is  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  himself^  who  states  the 
same  fact,  and  who  certifies  the  record  under 
his  own  hand,  the  identity  and  genuineness 
of  which  is  not  denied.  Now,  sir,  fi>om  what 
paper  or  document  in  this  House,  belonging  to 
tli&  body,  upon  which  we  can  legitimately 
act— from  what  authentic  record  do  we  know, 
in  our  offidal  capacity,  that  the  Preridoit,  and 
not  the  Secretary,  has  removed  the  deposits, 
and  that  the  reasons  fbr  the  removal  are  the 
reasons  ctf  the  Prendent,  and  not  of  the  Secre- 
tary ?  From  rumor,  ii-om  gossip,  from  news- 

gapersl  But  we  are  told  that  the  President 
imself  has  promulgated  his  will  in  a  cabinet 
paper,  showing  the  measure  to  have  been  his 
own,  and  that  he  *'  assumed  the  responsibility." 
Sr,  are  we  to' act  as  statesman  her^  or  as  mere 

Digitized  by  Goog[( 


432  ABBIDaHENT  OT  THE 


politidaiii  t  Are  we  to  be  governed  m  le^sl*- 
l<Hn  in  thii  hall,  w  u  demagog^neB  <tf  a  bar- 
room t  I  repeat,  air,  bow  does  Ooogress  get 
at  that  paper  f  Bj  trarellins  ont  of  the  record. 
And  genUemen  have  totally  forgotten  their 
first  poutioa  apon  the  referenoe  of  this  subject, 
that  we  are  acting  derivativelj,  and  not 
ori^oally — upon  a  review  of  proceedings — 
upon  bill  and  answer  alone;  and  that  we 
dionld  not  look  so  far  ont  of  the  record  as  to 
ascertain  anj  new  facts  pertuniog  to  the 
merits  even  of  the  case.  8ir,  that  paper  is 
totally  cUhort  the  record  upon  which  we  are 
to  Mt;  and  we  have  no  more  to  do  with  it, 
In  the  dedidon  of  this  question,  than  with  Qie 
Preddent'a  private  aoconnta,  nntJI  be  makes  it 
w  offidal  commDnicatloii  to  Oon^rees.  But. 
awa7  with  this  oontracted  lawyer-Iike  view  of 
the  Bubjectt 

Sir,  we  are  legislators — the  popnlar  branch 
of  the  Legislature — the  pecoliar  guardians  of 
the  liberties  of  the  people ;  not  tied  down  by 
the  farce  and  mockery  of  forensic  forms  or 
legal  technicalities.  We  are  lawgivers;  and 
Ood  forbid  that  the  representatives  of  this 
people  should  not  in  any  way — through  spies 
even — ferret  ont  misrule,  corruption,  abuse 
of  power,  tyranny,  and  oppression,  whenever 
then  is  the  least  reason  to  soi^ieot  that  they 
Inik  In  secret  places,  or  exist  even  In  fbrms. 
When  their  fetid  breath  taints  the  atmosphere 
of  this  country,  our  senses  should  be  keen  to 
■nnff  it  in  the  breeze,  as  well  as  hear  of  it  in 
whUpers,  Ay,  in  these  day^  believe  the  winds 
■oooer  than  Uie  press,  whion  has  ceased  to  be 
a  fiuthfal  seating  Believe  any  Bonrco  of  in- 
t^gence,  which  by  possibility  even  speaks 
trul^  of  oppression  or  usurpation.  Let  the 
cabinet  paper,  then,  be  retKL  if  gentlemen 
please,  at  the  Clerk's  table.  Will  that  satisfy 
thorn  ?  It  ought  not.  In  order  to  carry  ont 
their  unsparing,  uncompnnniBing  mode  of 
opporition,  they  ought  and  should,  upon  their 
prmoiple  assumed,  go  farther.  Sir^  it  has  been 
said  in  ^e  newspapers,  and  boldly  «aA  but  the 
other  day  in  this  building,  that  '*  there  is 
S  power  behind  the  throne  greater  than  the 
throne  itself ;  "  that  there  is  a  kitchen — ^Ein- 
derhook  cabinet — which  caused  the  President, 
their  "  pliant  tool,"  who  caused  the  Secretary, 
his  "pliant  tool,"  to  remove  the  deposits. 
Why,  then,  do  gentlemen  not  go  down 'to  the 
kitchen,  among  the  scullions  and  scavengers, 
to  the  first  canae  of  the  removal  1  Good  God  I 
rir,  is  not  this  diegracefbl  t  Did  ever  a  Con- 
gress before  so  oompromit  Its  dignity  of 
inou(^t  and  action  t  He  m^y  toA.  honored 
by  a  seat  here  who  is  a  fAeoA  cf  tiiis  pro- 
ceeding ;  bat,  if  this  is  to  be  the  rule  of  action 
here,  i  will  not  be  besmeared,  Mr.  Speaker,  by 
a  seat  In  this  House.  Wb«i  was  tnis  House 
dothed  with  authority  to  inquire  into  and 
censure,  ezoept  by  impeachmentL  the  conduct 
ud  motives  of  the  ^ecntive,  in  appointing 
and  removing  the  members  <u  his  cabinet  I 
mthoat  eridiHioe  or  a  ri^t  to  evidenoe^  theO} 
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rir,  on  this  pc^t,  at  this  time,  we  mlg^t  as  weQ 
attribute  the  removal  of  the  deposits  to  the 
removal  of  lb.  Samuel  D.  Inghun,  as  to  the 
removal  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Doane ;  for,  if  the  former 
had  never  been  removed,  the  latter  had  never 
been  appointed.  Sir,  I  thus  lay  aside  this 
topic,  which  was  improperly  and  unnecessarily 
(except  for  mere  party  purposes)  introducea 
into  tnis  diaousBion,  as  unworthy  the  dignified 
consideration  of  any  legislative  body. 

Bat  gentiemen  teD  us,  and  the  bank  teUa  us, 
that  tiie  Treasury  Department  is  not  an  ezeon- 
tive  department  Sir,  this  Is  the  proposition 
which  I  rise  chiefly  to  debate.  To  ptove  this 
proposition,  gentiemen  rely  mainly  on  the  reaft* 
Ing  of  the  aot  Itself  to  estoblish  the  "  Tressnry 
Department,"  as  oontradistinguiahed  from  the 
Executive  Department  of  War,  of  Qie  Kavy, 
and  of  State.  Now,  sir,  let  ns  beware  d  the 
oonfiiaion  of  ideas  which  is  eanly  begotten  by 
this  word  "  department." 

The  powers  of  oar  Government  are  divided 
into  l^slative,  executive,  and  judicial.  In 
common  parlance,  we  say  onr  Government  is 
divided  into  three  departments;  bat  the  con- 
stitution does  not  name  eltiier  branch  of  onr 
Government  a  department.  It  divides,  how- 
ever, the  ezeontive  branch,  and  the  execntiva 
branch  alone,  into  deparbnenta.  When  the 
Congress  of  1780  used  the  term  "  department," 
tiien,  in  the  law,  did  they  nse  it  in  the  common 
parlance,  or  in  the  ocMistitatitmal  sense  f  Cer- 
tainly not  in  the  common  parlance  sense,  for 
that  would  have  been  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitation — "to  establish  the  Treasury  depart- 
ment" a  fourth  department  <^  the  Government, 
co-ordinate  with  the  other  three,  legislative, 
executive,  and  Judicial.  They  mast  have  used 
the  term  as  legialatorB,  in  its  constitutional 
sense,  to  mean  tiie  "  Treasury  Department"  of 
the  executive  branch  of  the  GovemmenL 

Then,  by  the  nse  <tf  this  very  word  "  depart* 
ment,"  the  Oongreas  of  1780  must  have  mesnL 
«  9i  Urn^tUf  to  desoibe  technioaUy  a  part  a 
the  ezeontive  power. 

But,  Ur.  Speaker,  we  are  not  without  light 
on  the  construction  of  this  law  of  1789  to 
establish  a  Treasury  Department.  The  con- 
temponmeous  exposition  of  the  law,  as  cited 
in  Lloyd's  Debates,  by  the  gentieman  from 
Tennessee,  conclusively  ex^laitu  all  the  diffi- 
culty on  this  point.  I  will  not  detain  the 
House  longer  than  to  call  its  attention  to  the 
fact,  that,  in  the  very  last  stage  of  tiie  discus- 
sion of  this  question  of  responsibility  to  the 
President  by  the  Treasury  Departmeot,  Mr. 
Madison  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
gress  1780  the  anomalous  character  of  the 
officer  named  a  Oomptrdler  in  flie  act.-  His 
duties  were  at  first  considered  doubtftil  by 
Mr.  Madison,  who  submitted  whether  he  bad 
not  Judicial  nmotions  vested  in  him  by  the  law. 
He  contended  that,  if  so,  this  officer  of  this 
department  sboold  not  be  responsible  to  the 
£xeuotive,  in  whom  nojndidal  power  was  vested 
1^  the  cmstitatiaaL  Bnt  his  saggeatiou  were 
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withdrawn ;  and  even  the  Comptroller,  whose 
dntiefl  have  lately,  too,  been  questioned,  was 
left,  as  all  other  officers  of  his  department 
were  left,  respoasible  to  the  EzecnUve,  And 
then,  too,  Mr.  Madison  combated  this  horrible 
idea  of  combining  the  sword  and  the  purse, 
which  is  now  so  much  harped  upon  as  a  new 
idea  of  new-light  politicians.  Sir,  I  have 
always  noticed  uiat  when  mj  great  discovery 
has  been  made  hj  modwn  poutif^aiu  abont 
our  dTil  polity,  it  conld  eaai^y  be  traced  to  the 
great  masters  who  foonded  onr  system  of 
eoTerament.  This  bright  Uea  was  perfectly 
familiar  to  them  in  diaons^on,  and  exploded  by 
their  decision.  Hr.  Uadison  ridiculed  the  ob- 
jection. Why  draw  these  distinctions  in  words, 
between  the  purse  and  the  sword,  when  no 
leparation  of  tbem  in  fact  can  possibly  exist  t 
If  the  time  should  ever  come  when  despots  are 
to  reign,  make  your  Treasurer  independent  of 
Orasar,  and  give  bim  nothing  but  a  key  and 
iron  chest  to  defend  the  pablio  moneys,  and 
you  wonid  see,  snre  enough,  how  soon  he 
would  share  the  &te  of  Metellus.  The  idea  is 
ridioalouB,  that  you  should  give  only  a  ley  to 
one  offioer  to  protect  the  treasury  from  another 
officer  to  whom  you  have  ^ven  the  sword. 
Shall  we  (^ve  the  Treasorer  a  sword,  too — a 
body  guard,  a  money  guard,  at  his  sole  com- 
mand f  Then  he  may  become  the  tyrant,  for 
he  has  both  sword  and  purse  1  Thus  did 
Uontpelier's  sage  ridicule  this  mode  of  pro- 
tectinjg  civU  liberty  and  the  public  treasure ; 
at  a  time,  too,  when  he  was  not  "in  the 
decrepitude  of  his  faculties."  Heavens  I  if  the 
venerable  form  of  that  great  man  could  now 
rise  on  this  floor,  there  are  those  who,  by 
their  vehemence  alone,  are  called  &o  lions  of 
this  House,  would  shrink  before  the  gaze  of 
bis  "laok-liutre  eye,"  and  dwindle  into  pig- 
mies  before  the  giuit  strength  of  bis  fjaoulties, 
aven  in  their  decrepitude.  Party  violence 
would  be  humbled  before  the  dignity  of  his 
mien;  dogmatism  and  bold  assertion  would 
falter  before  his  knowledge ;  declamation  would 
hush  in  the  presence  of  wisdom  and  phi- 
losophy; truth  would  shine  forth  brightly  ffom 
the  still  burning  fires  of  his  intellect ;  lawless 
ambition  would  cower  before  virtuous  patriot- 
ism ;  and  nullification — poor  nullification,  trem- 
bling under  the  cloak  of  his  name — would 
flee  away,  stripped  naked  and  exposed  by 
the  great  author  and  finisher  of  the  futh  of 
State  rights,  and  the  greatest  benefiactor  of 
the  country  in  the  cause,  of  constitutional  free- 
dom. 

Bnt,  Hr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  stawsman-like, 
and  it  is  altogether  fallacious  to  ai^e  this 
point  from  the  law ;  it  should  be  argued  from 
the  eoDstitution.  Ajid  I  lay  down  this  broad 
proposition,  &at  we  must  ascertain  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  of  every  other  offioer,  from  the 
nature  of  the  duties  which  he  has  to  perfoim. 
Has  he  jadioial  Amotions  ?  Na  Has  ne  legia- 
lativepowerat  No.  Hefaaameretrtomoi^ 


the  law  pertiuning  to  his  office.  To  which  t 
branch  of  the  Government,  then,  does  be 
belong?  AH  legislative  power  is  vested  in 
Congress.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  is  vested  in  "  one  Supreme  Court,  and 
in  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may,  tcom 
time  to  time,  ordain  and  establish."  And  the 
executive  power  is  vested  in  a  Frendent  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  If  he  is,  then, 
mere^  an  offioer  to  executo  law,  is  it  not  dear 
that  he  must  be,  no  matter  what  the  law  may 
say,  an  executive  officer!  We  are  told  not^ 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  QSr. 
BiNHET.)  He  saya  that  it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  an  officer  merely  to  ezeonto  law 
must  be  an  exeontive  officer;  that  tibere  are 
three  departments  of  the  Government,  bat 
there  are  executive  acts  to  he  performed  under 
the  control  of  each  department,  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial.  Sir,  I  admit  his  prop- 
osition, and  pat  it  to  his  candor  to  say,  whether 
such  executive  acts,  to  be  performed  under  the 
control  of  the  leginlatlve  and  judicial  depart- 
ments, are  not  exceptions  made  by  the  con- 
stitution itself.  The  clerks  of  this  House  and 
of  the  Senate,  and  th^  other  officers,  for 
instance,  have  exeonUve  acts  to  p«form ;  but 
:  does  not  tiie  oonstitation  expreaslyprovide  that 
each  House  shall  choose  its  own  officers  ?  The 
clerks  of  the  United  States  ooarts  have  execu- 
tive acts  to  perform;  but  does  not  the  con- 
stitution expressly  provide  that  "  Congress 
may,  by  law,  vest  uie  ap^tntment  of  such 
inferior  officers  as  tbey  tiiink  proper  in  tiie 
President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 
heads  of  departments  1 "  All  the  officers  men- 
tioned by  the  gentleman,  who  have  executive 
acts  to  perfbrm  independent  of  the  Executive, 
are  created  by  the  constitution  itself  inde- 
pendent of  the  Exeontive ;  and  I  put  it  to  Ae 
judgmmt  of  this  Honse,  tiiough  I  am  conscious 
of  contending  af^unst  mighty  odds,  whether 
the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury  is  either  an 
officer  of  this  Honse  or  of  the  Senate :  or, 
whether  he  "is  snch  an  inferior  officer,"  as 
those  within  the  purview  of  the  constitution  t 
H  BO,  why  was  his  appointment  not  vested,  by 
law,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  <n 
law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments  t  He  is 
himself  the  head  of  a  department :  not  of 
an  executive  department,  says  the  gentleman. 
I  defy  him  to  point  out  to  me  any  other 
than  executive  departments  named  in  the  ooa- 
stitution. 

The  tme  qneation  here  ia,  then,  not  whether 
the  law  has  made  the  Treasury  Department  faide- 
pendent  of  the  Executive,  bat  whether  the  law 
could)  if  it  so  intended,  make  it  independent 
of  the  Exeontive  t  Sir,  the  rule  is  as  it  was 
laid  down  in  the  debate  of  1789 :  "  that  every 
power  recognized  by  the  constitution  must 
remun  Tv^ve  it  was  placed  by  that  instm- 
ment."  A  lato  case  decided  by  Judge  ^farahall 
confirms  this  rule.  I  mean  the  case  ezpart$ 
Bandolph. 

£&ra  the  extract  was  read.] 
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^     And  Hxis  case  is  not  in  the  least  impngned 
1^  that  of  Marbury  and  Hadison.   There  the 

aaestioD  was  not  made  whether  the  head  of 
le  department  was  not  responsible  to  the 
Praddrat ;  bat  the  proportion  was  lightfally 
sustained  tliat  where  a  particnlar  duty  is 
specially  vested  hj  law  in  an  officer,  he  is  not 
only  responsible  to  bis  superior  officers,  bnt 
also  to  the  individuals  and  the  public  at  large, 
for  whom  the  duties  are  to  be  performed. 
And  tliese,  and  all  the  authorities  combined, 
prove  that  every  officer  created  by  law  to 
execute  laws  is,  '*upi?  /ocfo,"  made  responsible 
to  the  ezecutive  branch  of  the  Government, 
whether  the  law  intends  so  or  not,  except  in 
thoee  cases  where  the  constitution  itself  has 
made  him  otherwise  responsiUe.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasoty  comes  not  witiiin  the 
exoeptiou. 

And,  further,  the  moment  yon  create  an 
i^oer  to  exeoate  law  the  head  of  a  depart- 
mmt,  the  oonstitaticni  not  only  makes  that 
offloer  responsible  to  the  President,  but  it 
authorises  the  Prendent  Erectly  to  interfere 
with  his  opinions,  by  oalllng  for  them  "in 
writing,  upon  any  subject  pertaining  to  the 
duties  of  his  office."  And  how  this  clause  in 
the  oonstitution  could  have  been  relied  upon 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  convict 
the  President  of  a  usurpation  of  power,  I  can- 
not imagine.  Sir,  in  the  debate  of  1789,  on 
the  organization  of  this  very  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, these  officers  are  called  "the  eyes  and 
arms  of  the  Executive."  And  the  constatution 
not  only  makes  them  respondble  to  the  Pres- 
ident, but  makes  the  Frflsident  responuble  to 
Omgress  and  the  people,  by  requiring  that  "  he 
shall  take  oare  tiiat  the  laws  be  fUthfnlly  exe- 
cuted ;  "  not  merely  to  take  care  that  the  laws 
"  overcome  resistance,"  as  has  elsewhere  been 
■aid,  and  as  this  President  has  pretty  effectually 
done  of  late,  but  as  our  "  overseer  " — southern 
gentlemen  understand  me — as  our  "  overseer,*' 
Sir.  Speaker,  to  make  the  public  servants  under 
his  superinteadenoe  diligent  and  faithful ;  to 
take  care  that  the  people's  business  is  done, 
and  done  well,  as  the  law  requires.  And 
whether  the  President  has  done  his  duty  in 
this  instance,  or  has  done  more  than  his  duty, 
in  exennang  his  powers  arbitrarily  and  oppree- 
rively,  are  not  pn^er  Inqniries  now,  but  for  an 
impeaehment :  upon  whioh  I  shall  ex|u«s8  no 
opmion  until  his  sworn  enemies  in  this  House 
and  out  of  it  shall  have  made  true  their  pro- 
fesmons  of  belief,  by  ori^nating  and  prefer- 
ring the  charges,  heavy  and  heinous,  of  which 
they  have  told  us  he  is  gnilty. 

Yet,  for  the  exerdse  of  tiiis  superintending 
power  over  the  execution  of  the  laws,  the 
President  has  been  denounced  as  a  Offisar — a 
Cromwell — a  Tiberius ;  and  it  has  been  said  on 
this  floor  "  that  no  King  of  England  or  France 
oould  do  this  without  encountering  a  peril, 
which  no  President  in  these  days  can  encoun- 
ter— the  loss  of  his  head,  fbr  ute  exercise  of 
arbitrary  and  despotic  poww."  What,  nr  I  is 
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it  tme  that  the  people,  too,  are  so  base  in  bonds, 
so  degenerate  and  corrupt  that  they  already 
will  tolerate  in  their  Pre»dent  what  the 
vassal  villains,  or  serfs  of  Europe  will  not 
tolerate  In  kings  and  autocrats?  Sir,  this 
oalls  rather  for  a  indication  of  tiie  pecjtle  than 
of  the  Pnndent.  Baul  Hall,  or  Mrs.  TroUq>e, 
has  never  so  attacked  this  country,  its  people^ 
or  its  institutions.  The  gentieman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  MoDuvfib)  has  told  us  that  the 
great  question  now  is,  "Who  shall  fill  the 
throne  ?  "  Ay,  therein  is  the  solution.  Jl  the 
people  had  not  been  such  a  "stiff-necked 
people ; "  if  they  had  not  been  such  self-willed 
sovereigns;  if  another  oould  have  been  king; 
gentlemen,  perhaps,  would  have  been  better 
pleased,  and  the  people  would  not  be  so 
much  abused.  Nothing  but  "Cffisars"  and 
"  thrones,"  despots,  tyrants,  and  tyrwta'  slaves^ 
seema  to  please  the  &ney  of  gentiemen.  Jtai 
are  apt  to  speak  most  of  the  ubings  they  think. 
A  throne  in  this  oonnl^  1  Where  ?  Sceptres 
and  thrones  have  crumbled  before  the  wnlte- 
headed  old  man  whom  we  call  President ;  tiie 
late  dreams  of  "  stars"  and  garters  have  been 
dispelled  by  him;  and  I  believe,  sir,  tiiat  a 
"  throne  "  has  not  yet  been  erected  in  the  Soutk 
CI  Ctesar  has  not  yet  passed  the  Bnbiocai. 
I  shall  wut  for  the  warning  of  Cato,  not  of 
Cassins.  America's  Cato,  James  Hadison,  has 
not  yet  been  alarmed  by  the  approach  of 
Cessar,  and  I  can  trust  to  the  people  to  repel 
him.  But  Cato  has  been  alarmed,  of  late,  to 
be  sure,  in  the  timidity  of  his  old  age,  by 
dancer  from  another  quarter— by  those  who 
womd  fill  CeBsar*s  throne,  (such  a  one  as  it  is^ 
or  might  be,)  at  the  risk  cX  the  repuUio.  ffir, 
I  suspect  him  much,  and  immediately,  who 
deliberately  sets  about  lessening  the  autboritr 
of  the  old  apostles  of  our  liberty.  Hr.  Speaker,! 
am  sick  of  the  press,  which  on  one  side,  now-a- 
days,  invariably  cries  *'all  is  well,"  and  on  the 
other  Mde  invariAbly  cries,  "wolf;  wolf;" 
which  never  speaks  of  abuses  where  it  has  the 
means  of  knowing  abuses,  and  never  rebukes 
oppression,  but  in  tJtie  suspicions  tones  of 
faction.  But  there  are  certain  patriots — 
patriots  to  the  core — who  verily  are  patriots, 
with  whom  patriotism  will  die — who  sound 
the  alarm  of  despotism,  who  decry  tyrants  and 
those  in  power,  not  to  put  the  people  <m 
guard,  to  make  uiem  w^^enftd  of  the  fires,  bnt 
merely  because  they  would  be  those  very  powers 
that  be;  or  have  been,  and  have  been  re- 
formed," Sir,  there  are  '*  outs"  who  would  be 
"  ins,"  and  there  are  "  outs "  who  have  been 
"  ins ; "  and  now  there  is  a  definitive  treaty  of 
alliance  bietween  the  two  classes  of  "  outs. '  I 
beg  leave,  sir,  through  this  House,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  people  to  a  singular  fact  and  a  sin- 
gular chanse  of  scene.  A  goodly  portion  of 
their  "  legislative  department"  now,  is  composed 
of  what  used  to  be  their  "  ezecutive  depart- 
ment" formeriy :  tiiose  who  used  to  hul  from 
the  "  white  house,"  now  hul  tcom  this  house 
here  iqKOL  the  hill,  called  a  "cai>iioI; "  andei^ 
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Secretaries  and  Vice  Presidents  have  become  in- 
stalled legislators.  No  wonder,  then,  that  thej 
now  contend  that  "execntive  offices,"  which 
used  to  be,  and  always  have  been  considered 
to  be,  executive  offices,  are  now  "  legislative  " 
officii  No  wonder,  sir,  that  the  le^lative 
department  shonld  be  so  patriotic  now,  and  that 
it  ehoold  BO  bitterly  denonnce  the  executive 
department,  as  tyrannical,  and  unworthy  of  con- 
fidence. Sir,  the  thing  is  as  plain  as  the  white 
house  and  the  capitol  honse.  How  long,  oh  ye 
people,  will  ye  heed  sooh  presses  and  snoh  pa- 
triots !  When  the  pet^le  become  too  often  ais- 
appointed  and  dnped,  and  made  sopine  by  the  cry 
of  "wolf  I  wolf  I  when  there  is  no  woi^"  then, 
sir,  and  then  probably,  too,  will  despotism 
make  an  easy  prey  of  their  liberties.  How 
cantions  shoald  tme  patriots  be,  then,  in 
raising  a  clamor  against  tyrants,  where  there 
are  no  tyrants,  and  alarm  against  slavery,  where 
there  are  no  slaves.  Hr.  Speaker,  if  the  public 
mind  can  be  familiarized  with  ideas  of  royalty, 
and  royalty  itself  made  less  hideous,  like  vice, 
by  familiar  ac<;[uaintance  with  it,  notbing  can 
tend  more  to  seduce  the  one  by  the  intro- 
dnotion  of  the  other,  than  for  the  great  and 
leading  statesmen  of  the  nation  hantnally,  in 
lefpfllonve  assemblies,  wantonly  to  denounce 
the  President  as  a  king,  his  chur  of  state  as  a 
throne,  and  the  subordinate  public  servants  as 
tyrants*  slaves— than  for  them  who  should  be 
above  hireling  editors'  work,  merely  for  denun-  ' 
ciation's  sake,  to  name  him  a  tyrant  and  despot 
whose  pre-eminent  public  services,  and  patriot- ; 
ism  and  virtues,  have  exalted  him  to  high 
station,  more  to  serve  than  be  served — more  to 
be  tried  titan  flattered.  Sir,  if  this  be  king, 
and  this  a  throne,  and  these  be  slaves,  may 
not  some  begin  to  think  that  a  king,  a  throne, 
and  slaves  are  not  qmte  so  odious;  and^  in 
fact,  not  the  despicable  things  they  were  once 
thought  to  be  in  tiiis  conntryt  Bat  the 
people  are  sound ;  it  is  the  politidans  who  are 
corrupt;  and  they  are  too  wise  and  virtnous 
not  to  anderstand  such  violence  of  invective 
and  such  recklessness  of  opposition  to  public 
men  whom  they  have  elected,  in  preference  to 
those  who  inveigh  against  them,  to  do  their 
business  and  superintend  and  protect  their  in- 
terests. How  can  any  sound  statesman  believe 
himself^  when  telling  us  of  thrones,  and  prin- 
cipalities, and  powers,  when  at  the  very 
moment,  instead  of  acting,  he  is  debating,  or 
instead  of  debating,  he  is  declaiming  ? — when, 
instead  of  exddming  for  the  state,  me  the  law, 
the  constitution,  the  liberties  of  uie  country— 
"  rise  I  fathers,  riee  I  'tis  Borne  demands  yonr 
help  I  " — ^be  speaks  rather  more  In^gnificantiy 
of  nis  |>etty  self  and  of  his  petnlant  par^,  of 
their  disappointment  and  Immolation! — when, 
instead  of  speakii^  the  sublime  lan^age  of 
patriotism  aroiued  and  bnrstine  with  over- 
whelming indignation  at  an  attack  upon  pnblio 
liberty,  he  dwindles  into  the  puling  strain  of 
electioneering  complaint,  because  some  slimy 
reptile  has  "  arawwd  "  into  hli  idaoe  of  power 
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or  because  he  has  served  a  party  but  too  well, 
and  has  at  last  beoome  tbe  victim  of  a  party 
leader  ? — whose  very  tone  of  invective  is  lee^ 
like,  the  sound  of  aversion  to  a  throne  itself 
than  of  reproach  to  the  mere  man  who  happens 
to  fill  a  post  once,  and  now,  sought  after  by 
anothffl*  f  The  people  will  inquire,  if  there  be 
a  Osasar,  why  this  good  patriot  is  not  a  Bmtns  ? 
— whether,  in  fact,  he  is  not  a  better  partisan 
than  patriot? — whether  he  is  not  himself  a 
disappointed  aspirant  after  Ceesar's  throne,  and 
whether  his  hatred  of  Ctesar  is,  in  fact,  ludxvd 
of  a  tyrant  f  Kr.  Speaker,  in  a  certidn  "  oar- 
bnnole  and  king's  evil "  speech,  I  have  heard 
a  i>raj'er  pnt  np  of  late.  Not  the  prayer  of 
the  pnbhcan — "God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
sinner !  " — but  the  prayer  of  a  politician,  to 
"  drive  the  Goths  from  the  capitol  I  "  It  la 
highly  probably,  indeed,  rir,  that  Goths,  or  the 
desoendants  of  Goths,  may  now  be  in  poraes- 
sion  of  the  capitol ;  for  that  people,  originally 
from  Sweden  and  Norway,  spread  themselves 
very  widely,  and,  as  we  are  told  in  history, 
formed  part  of  the  population  of  several  nations 
of  Europe.  In  England,  our  mother  country, 
the  Oeltio  population  was  sncoeeded  by  the 
Gothic,  uid  about  two-tbir^  et  England  was 
possessed  by  the  Belglo  Goths.  After  many 
migrations  under  Odin,  one  their  kings, 
descended  from  the  "  Anuse^"  their  demi-godL 
they  formed,  in  the  inaccessible  retreats  of 
freedom,  a  people  and  reli^on,  which  ^ould 
chastise  the  oppressors  of  mankind.  They 
were  hospitable,  and  derived  their  name  fcom 
being  eminentiy  good  to  strangers.  They 
encouraged  philosophy,  and  made  kings  of 
sages.  They  invaded  Greece,  and,  though  they 
burnt  the  temple  of  Diana  at  Ephesus,  yet  they 
spared  the  libraries  of  Athens;  and,  though 
they  sacrilegiously  trampled  over  the  bones 
of  heroes  from  ThermopylsB  to  Sparta,  yet  their 
leader,  Alaric,  had  embraced  the  Christiaa 
faith,  which  tau^t  him  to  dennse  the  imag- 
inary deities  of  Bome  and  Athens.  In  410, 
August  24tb,  "at  the  honr  of  midnight,  the 
Salarian  gate  was  silentiy  opened,  and  the  ei^ 
was  awakened  by  the  tremendous  sound  of  the 
Gothic  trumpetl  Andll68  years  t^urhe  am- 
ditd,  the  imperial  city,  which  had  snbdned  and 
oppressed  so  many  nations,  was  delivered  to 
the  Goths."  It  was  Belisarius,  the  Africanus 
of  New  Bome,  bom  among  Thracian  peasants, 
who  drove  the  Goths,  under  Totila,  sir,  fi^m 
Bome,  in  647.  For  history's  sake,  then,  sir, 
let  President  Jackson  be  called  Totila— not 
CiBsar,  a  Boman — the  leader  of  the  Goths  1 
And  where  is  the  Belisarins  of  New  Bom^- 

"  What  wu  Ooou  er«ek  fine*,  i>  Hber  aow 

to  drive  this  Gothic  leader,  Totila,  from  the 
capitol  1  GEBsar  had  his  Bmtns,  and  Totila  his 
Be^  isarius;  and  let  certain  militia  generals 
beware  of  such  masters  as  Justinian,  and  of 
the  old  saying,  "give  a  penny  to  Belisarius  the 
general  1  "  Sir,  God  Almighty,  since  the  days 
of  Joshua  and  his  rod,  has  not  stretched  fbrth 
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hU  omnipotent  arm  to  fight  for  placemea  on 
earth,  nor  is  hia  grace  in  divine  widdom  in- 
tend^ to  Batisfy  the  hungering  and  thirsting 
of  ungodly  ambition,  after  power  and  popolar- 
itj  among  men.  If  songht  after  and  obtained, 
it  ma.y  chasten  the  chafed  spirit,  and  console 
and  Boothe  the  disappointments  of  the  world ; 
bnt  never  will  foster  and  prosper  the  worst 
passions  of  the  haman  heart,  Mr.  Jefferson, 
Jlr.  Speaker,  who  was  an  historian,  was  mis- 
taken, it  Menu.  He  thought  that  tha«  was 
"  more  of  the  Boman  "  than  Goth  in  General 
Jackson,  and  that  he  was  the  Belisarins  of 
New  Rome,  who  did  drive  the  Goths  from  tiie 
capitol  in  the  year  1828.  Yes,  sir,  and  there 
are  Jnstinians,  who,  influenced  \>j  envy  and 
hate,  though  he  has  restored  the  keys  of  Eome 
more  than  five  times  in  one  reign,  would  de- 
prive  him  of  his  eyes,  and  reduce  him  to  beg 
nis  bread  I  Shade  of  the  immortal  Randolph, 
of  Roanoke  1  Mr.  Speaker,  will  this  House 
pardon  a  digression  ?  Though  elected  a  mem- 
oer,  it  has  not  been  formally  announced  to 
this  Honse  that  John  Randcdph^  of  Roanoke, 
is  no  more  1  Sir,  be  was  neither  friend,  nor 
acquaintance,  nor  old  oolleagae  of  mine.  I 
never  saw  him ;  I  never  heard  him  speak ;  bat 
the  genina  of  poetry,  most  like  bis  own  gniins 
of  oratory,  baa  told  me  be  was  a  man  of 

"  A  high  demwnor  and  ■  gUace  tlut  took 
Tbeli  tbottghta  from  othen  bj  a  sln^  look; 
Afid  tbat  BarcuUo  levltjr  ottongat, 
Tho  stinging  of  a  heart  the  worid  hath  atung. 
That  darts  la  sssmlng  plaTfalnsas  aronod, 
And  nukes  thosa  &el  that  will  not  own  tlie  wooiid. 
•  *«•«* 

Bom  of  Ugh  Unease,  Ilnk'd  In  high  eommand, 
Hs  mlngl^  with  &e  msgnstes  of  his  land. 

n«  did  not  follow  what  thor  all  panned, 
With  hope  aUU  baffled,  sUlf  to  be  renewed ; 
Kor  shsdowy  honor,  nor  snbstsDttal  nlo, 
Mor  beaatr's  preference,  and  the  rlral'a  pain— 
Around  hfm  aoDM  mjsterlou  olrele  thrown 
BepeltVl  i^roaeh,  and  ahowAd  Urn  Mia  alwc." 

And,  rir,  thongb 

"Then  was  In  blm  a  tIUI  eeom  of  all— 

•  •  *  *  « 

Tet  tbej,  the  wiser,  Mendller  few,  oonfeas'd 
Tho7  deemed  him  bettor  than  bis  air  ezpress'd." 

If  he  was  not  a  lover  of  man,  be  was  a  lover 
of  his  country ;  if  not  a  lover  of  his  whole 
oonntry,  he  was  a  lover  of  the  Old  Dominion ; 
ud,  if  not  a  lover  of  Vlr^ia,  he  loved  "  con- 
stitnents  snch  as  man  never  bad  before  1 " 
Wear  crape  for  common  men— not  for  Ran- 
dolph, whose  fame  is  above  sooh  common-place 
honors  in  pr<»>ortion  as  he  despised  them  when 
living.  Sir,  1  was  abont  to  express  the  wish 
tiiat  Mr.  Randolph  was  alive  and  here,  to  see 
what  I  believe  he  once  sud  he  never  did  see, 
that  "  Tora  (mi  in  Urrit  "—a  black  swan  I  To 
bear  the  father  of  the  American  system,  who 
has  never,  in  thought  or  deed,  varied  from  one 
foith — that  of  the  most  latltudinarian  construc- 
tion of  the  federal  constitution :  who,  in  every 
vote  and  every  measure  of  bis  political  career, 
has  invariably  practised,  all  of  a  sudden  repudi- 
ating tbedoctrine of  **  the  general  welfare  1"  I 
womd  congratulate  old  Yiiginia  and  myself  ur, 
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if  I  thought  this  change  was  sincere.  Bat  I  fed 
no  wisli,  for  his  own  sake,  &.at  Mr.  Raudolpfa 
should  be  here.  He  was  a  man,  tboueb  ol 
morbid,  yet  of  keen  and  deUcate  sonsibiTities ; 
proud  himself,  and  prouder  and  more  jealoos 
still  of  bis  coootry's  honor ;  he  liked  a  deoomm 
in  all  things,  and  would  have  been  mortified  and 
wounded  at  beholding  what  I  have  witnessed 
for  the  first  time  in  pnblio  life,  EeretofcNne^ 
sir,  there  has  been  some  little  decency  left  vf&k 
in  the  Warwiok  bn^eas  of  nodoliw  and  making 
Presidoits.  The  dirty  work  of  deotioneerii^ 
has  been  left  to  caacnsee,  committees,  and  dem- 
agogues. It  was  left  to  the  kenn<^  preaa  to 
be  the  vehicle  of  party  detraction  and  party 
pufilng.  But  now,  dr,  the  veil  is  thrown  off. 
A  branch  of  one  of  the  co-ordinate  powers  of 
the  Government  is  made  the  medium  throngb 
which  to  abuse  the  public  mind ;  its  floor,  the 
arena  of  political  strife ;  and  candidates  them- 
selves— the  lions  and  their  jackals — ^brazenly 
and  nnblnshingly  stalk  forth  tueir  own  avengers 
for  past  piqnes,  their  own  champions  and  tram- 
peters  for  more  boniffs — for  sooh  an  office  as 
that  of  the  Preademnr  1  Kr,  suppose  Tc^ila  to 
be  driven  ont;  wooM  there  not  immediately 
be  a  war  In  Bome  between  three  rival  fiwtioiia, 
two  of  which  are  decidedly  hostile  to  (ucb 
other,  and  yet  are  now  sworn  allies  ?  But,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  am  done  with  this  party  warfare,  and 
proceed  to  disooss  tb»  reasons  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  removal  of  the  deposits, 
as  I  have  patiently,  calmly,  and  deliberately 
con^dered  them,  independent  of  all  party  bias 
and  party  influence. 

As  the  gentieman  from  Penn^lvania  re 
marked,  the  Secretary's  report  consists  of  ab- 
stract propoaitiona,  of  facts,  and  of  inferences 

His  first  inoposition  is,.  ^  that  the  power  ttf 
removal  was  intmded  to  be  reserved  exdn- 
rivdy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
that,  according  to  the  stipnla^ns  hi  the  ebarter, 
Oongress  could  not  direct  it  to  be  done."  I 
totally  deny  this  position,  thongb  I  am  aware 
that  the  gentleman  from  Penosylvania,  in  the 
preliminary  disonssion  on  the  reference  of  this 
subject,  and  the  bank  directors  themselves,  in 
their  report,  concede  it  to  the  fullest  extent. 
And  I  can  readily  perceive,  too,  why  the  bank 
does  concede  it.  If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  President  had  been  the  friends  of  ,the 
iostitntion,  and  if  Oongress  had  nndertaken  to 
order  and  direct  the  removal  for  reasons  of 
danger  to  the  deposits,  the  bank  would,  no 
doubt,  have  set  np  this  position  to  ^vent  the 
original  action  of  the  legislative  power  of  the 
Government  It  asserts  a  no  leas  important  prin- 
ciple than  that  of  the  power  of  Congress  to 
delegate  its  trust  of  keeping  saTely  the  pnldio 
moneys  of  the  United  States.  Sir,  the  law 
creating  the  charter,  neither  by  its  intention  w 
its  words,  means  by  saying  "  unless  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  at  any  time  other- 
wise order  or  direct "  that  Oongress  should  not 
retMn  that  power  which  the  constitution  itself 
confided  to  the  Legidatnre,  of  controlUng  not 
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odIj  the  pablio  moaeya,  bat  the  exeon^Te  officer 
also  who  has  them  in  ohai^  Hie  law  meant 
oalj  that  the  Secretary  shDold  have  the  power 
oi  temoriog  the  depomta,  There  Cra^reu  tbb 
rilent ;  ana  not  that  Oonneaa  ahonld  not  have 
the  poTer  of  orderiog  and  direotiog  him  to  re- 
move the  deporita,  thongh  andniA  his  will. 
Thia  mere  power  of  aabstitnuon  was  wisely 
placed  in  the  Secretary,  that  he  might  act,  npon 
sadden  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  deponts, 
when  Congress  might  not  be  prepared  to  act 
promptly ;  and  then,  too,  he  must  'lay  his  rea- 
sons before  Oongresa,  to  jodge  of  their  saffi- 
dency,  and  to  ooantermand  nis-  order,  if  the 
Zd^siatnre  deems  proper. 

Gentlemen  need  not  tell  me  tiiat  snch  is  the 
eontraot,  and  ^ita  Ua  Moripta  Mt."  Snoh  is 
not  the  law,  and  it  ooold  not  be  la,w  if  it  bo 
intended.  The  lec^dative  branch  of  the  Oor- 
emmoit  aa  deuly  has  the  power,  by  the  oimsti- 
tnticm,  to  take  em  <it  the  public  mon^s  of  the 
tTnlte«  States,  as  it  has  to  appropriate  them  by 
hiw  y'mi.  it  can  no  more  delegate  the  one  power 
than'  the  other.  And  to  say  that  Oongreas 
has  not  the  power  originally  to  order  and  direct 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  to  remove  the 
pablio  deposits,  is  at  oace  to  say  that  the  legis- 
lative branch  of  the  Qovemmeat  has  not  the 
power  to  abolish  the  Treasury  Department 
itself  and  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
nry ;  or  that,  if  such  department  and  snch  office 
were  to  be  aboliafaed,  the  deporita  would  be 
anljeat  to  no  oontool  whatever,  and  there  mnild 
be  no  goardian  ot  their  removal,  tiidr  aaftfy,  or 
their  eziatenoe.  Sir,  tliere  is  no  doctrine  so 
dangerons  in  a  free  oonntxy  as  tiiat  the  legis- 
lative brandi  of  tiie  Government  can  del^ate 
its  powers.  If  we  can  divest  ourselves  of  our 
l^islative  powers,  and  confer  them  npon  an 
exccative  officer,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the 
creation  of  a  dictatorship  by  law  to-morrow,  I 
do  not  consider  that  this  abstract  proposition 

rroperly  belongs  to  the  subject  before  us ;  but 
have  gone  out  of  my  way  to  protest  agdnst 
it,  and  to  contend  on  aH  sides,  as  I  hope  I  ever 
shall,  that  every  power  "recognized  by  the 
oonstitation  must  remain  where  it  was  plaoed 
by  that  instrament,"  and  that  it  cannot  be 
dlveBted  by  mere  statnte  law. 

The  Sectary  of  tlw  Treasury  next  proceeds 
to  a  seoond  proportion :  "  That  the  power  re- 
served to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  does 
not  depend  for  its  exercise  merely  on  the  utetj 
of  the  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  bank, 
nor  upon  the  fidelity  with  which  it  has  oon- 
dn<otea  itself;  but  he  has  the  right  to  remove 
ther  deposits,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  remove  them, 
wheuever  the  public  interest  or  convenlenoe 
will  be  promoted  by  the  change."  Sir,  after 
mature  reflection,  I  am  convinced  that  tUs 
proposition  also  is  mudi  too  broad.  It  is  true 
that  the  reaiUng  of  the  dxteenth  section  of  tiw 
bank  charter  woold  seem  not  to  limit  the  Sec- 
retary <^  the  Treasory  to  ai^  particular  class 
of  reasons  for  tiie  removal  of  tlw  d^sits ;  but 
tiw  othw  seotiona,  and  the  whxAo  oontext  cn  ttte 
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law,  do,  it  seems  to  me,  limit  him  solely  to 
the  reascm  of  thdr  safe^.  In  other  words,  he 
is  bound  to  lay  beftffe  Congress  financial  rea* 
sous,  and  financial  reaaws  altme,  for  the  removal 
of  the  public  deports :  as  that  ther  are  unsafe ; 
that  the  bank  has  failed  to  give  the  necessary 
facilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds  from 
place  to  place,  within  the  United  States  or  thdr 
Territories ;  that  it  has  failed  to  distribute  the 
same  in  payment  of  the  public  creditors,  with- 
out charging  commissions  or  clfumiag  sllowanee 
on  acooout  of  differeuce  of  exchange ;  that  it 
has  failed  to  do  and  perform  the  several  and 
respective  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  loans 
for  the  several  States ;  in  a  word,  that  it  has 
failed  to  do  and  perform  the  agency  which 
it  has  oontraoted  to  do  and  perform  for  the 
Government  And  now,  rir,  what  are  the  rea- 
scHis  of  the  Secretary  t 

The  only  reasms  of  a  flnandal  desoription 
which  he  has  hdd  before  ns  are : 

1st  That  the  charter  wilt  certainly  e^ire  CHi 
the  8d  of  March,  1886. 

2d.  That  tiie  bank,  by  eontraeting  and  ex- 
panding its  credit,  has  endeavored  to  ffflroe  a 
renewal  of  its  charter,  by  bringing  diBtreaa  upon 
the  money  market. 

8d.  The  conduct  of  the  bank  in  relation  to 
the  three  per  cent  stock ;  and 

4th.  The  daim  for  damages  on  the  French  bill. 

Sir,  I  oonsidw  none  of  these  reasons,  if  true, 
aa  sufficient  for  tiie  removal  of  the  depotits ; 
but  I  shall  not  stop  to  diseoas  them.  I  considw 
that  the  bank  has  done  nothing  iU^pd  or  wrong 
in  relati<ni  to  tiie  three  per  cent  stoeln,  the 
French  bill,  or  the  curtailing  its  disooants. 

If  either  of  the  reasons  which  the  Secretary 
gives  is  a  good  financial  reason,  it  is  tiiat  m 
the  bank  extending  and  curtailing  ite  loans  with 
a  view  to  force  a  recharter,  by  creating  pres- 
Bore  and  panic.  But  for  the  life  of  me,  I 
cannot  see  that  the  bank  commits  a  breach 
either  of  law  or  of  good  &ith,  or  good  morals, 
in  granting  or  refusing  to  lentl  its  money.  It 
is  Its  policy  and  its  interest  to  procure  a  re- 
newal of  its  corporate  existence,  if  it  can,  by 
leni  and  ri^tibfmeans ;  and  I  put  it  to  myself, 
if  I  were  a  director  ot  that  institution,  if  I  or  any 
man  would  n<^  oonnder  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  snch, 
to  demonstrate,  in  any  legal  w^,  tiie  utility 
and  necessity  of  SQOh  an  institation  to  the  wants 
of  the  people  and  the  Government?  In  rela- 
tion to  the  three  per  cent,  stodcs,  I  candidly 
eonftss  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  bank  has,  in 
this  instance,  as  in  various  others,  subserved 
the  purposes  of  the  Government  better  than 
the  Government  could  have  served  itself.  And 
I  ventnre  to  say  that,  if  the  bank  were  to  sue 
tiie  Government  for  the  damages  on  the  protest 
of  the  £Vench  bill,  before  any  judge,  Federal 
or  State,  deserving  to  bo  oallea  a  lawyer,  it 
would  obtain  Jud^ent  and  a  verdict  before 
any  impartial  jury  of  the  country.  I  cannot 
condemn  the  institation,  then,  for  acts  which 
are  striotiy  legal  and  morally  just 

The  other  reasons  of  the  Secretary  are  snoh 
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aa  pertain  rather  to  annulling  the  charter,  for 
violatiuus  of  it  hy  the  bonk,  than  to  the  removal 
'  of  the  deposits.  Although  the  safety  of  the 
deposits  ia  not  involved  in  the  qaestion  of 
solvency  alone,  and  although  reasona  sofficient 
to  annul  the  charter  would  seem,  "  a  fortiori,'*^ 
to  he  sufficient  for  the  removal  of  the  depoBite ; 
yet  I  think  that  reasons  for  the  removal  should 
always  involve,  before  Gongresa,  tiie  sa^y  of 
tiie  public  fdnda ;  and  that  reasons  for  annnJlins 
charter  should  always,  in  justice,  be  tried 
by  a  judicial  tribonal,  not  prejudiced  by  party 
feeling,  as  every  political  body  ia ;  and  that,  [ 
until  a  decision  by  a  tribunal  of  that  sort,  the 
deporita  should  contanne  to  be  made  in  the 
United  Btates  Bank,  upon  the  principle  that  a 
corporation,  as  well  as  every  individual,  should 
be  presumed  innocent  until  legally  proved  guilty. 
And  how  are  we  to  ascertun  and  to  determine 
that  the  violations  of  the  charter  charged  upon 
the  bonk  have  been  committed,  without  assnm- 
log  judicial  functions,  which  belong  of  right  to 
a  court  of  law)  The  charts,  sir,  spedally 
provides  two  different  modes  of  prooeeding 
against  the  bank  for  violation  of  its  charter. 
It  msj  be  sued  or  prosecuted  by  individuals  in 
"gui  tam"  actions,  io  recover  penalties  for 
certain  q>edfio  breaches  of  charter,  under  the 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  sections ;  or  it  may  he 
sued  for  damages  under  the  seventeenth  section. 
And  Oongress  or  the  President  may,  under  the 
twenty-third  section,  order  and  direct  a  tcire 
faeiat  to  be  issued  oat  of  the  circuit  court  of 
the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  iu  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  calling  on  the  corporation  to 
show  cause  wherefore  the  charter  shall  not 
be  declared  forfeited.  And  every  issue  of  fact 
ahaU  be  tried  by  a  jury,  with  the  right  of  appetJ, 
by  writ  of  error,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  So  far,  then,  as  violaticms  of 
the  charter  are  alleged  as  reasons  for  the  re- 
moval, tbe  bank  is  fairly  entitied,  by  the  law  and 
the  contract,  to  a  trial  before  a  court  of  law,  by 
an  impartial  jury  of  tiie  country.  And  we 
cannot  assume  these  violations  to  be  true,  or 
properly  receive  proof  of  their  truth,  with  a 
view  to  try,  until  the  courts  appointed  by  law 
have  sat  in  judf^ent.  And  if  these  courts 
adjudge  the  violations  to  have  been  committed, 
tbe  charter  will  he  forfeited,  without  coming 
before  ua  for  a  decision ;  and  if  they  acquit  the 
bank,  CoDgress  has  not  the  power  of  re-ezamin- 
ing  the  fact,  and  of  reversing  their  decision,  as 
an  appellate  tribunal.  I,  therefore,  shall  TOte 
for  the  resolution  of  the  gentieman  fVom  South 
Carolina.  But,  sir,  though  we  have  not  legiti- 
mately the  power  to  try  uie  bank  for  violations 
of  its  charter,  yet^  with  a  view  to  issuing  aseirf 
/aeia$  under  the  law,  Oongress  has,  and  so  has 
the  President,  the  power  to  institute  an  inves- 
tigation of  its  conduct  and  its  concerns ;  and  I 
am  willing  for  an  investigation  to  be  made,  not 
only  with  a  view  to  the  inquiry  whether  a 
$eir6  faeioM  should  be  issued  ag^nst  the  bank, 
but  in  reference  to  the  question  of  recharter, 
which  is  shortly  to  arise.   Sir,  I  am  undis- 
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gaisedly  and  decidedly  a  friend  to  the  oonstitn- 
tional  power  of  Oongress  to  incorporate  a  Bank 
of  the  United  States  on  proper  principles ;  and 
I  am  more  than  ever  convinoea  that  sudi  &n 
institution,  properly  organized,  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  conduct,  not  only  tlie  coniraercial 
operations  of  the  people,  but  the  financial  <q>er- 
ations  of  tbe  Government ;  and  there  is  no  sub* 
Jeot  on  which  I  difiGsr  more  widely  with  the 
mcddent  and  with  the  Secretary  than  on  thia 
impwtuit  subject.  I,  for  one,  cmoe  did  tUnk 
that  the  Prerident  would  sanction  ntoh  « 
charter  as  can  bo  made  congemal  to,  and  eon- 
siatent  with,  the  constitution.  On  all  proper 
occasions,  when  uung  my  feeble  powers  to  re- 
elect bim,  I  oonfidentiy  declared  tbis  belief  to 
many  of  the  people  whom  I  represent  And  I 
am  convince^  more  than  ever,  tliat  if  you  de- 
stroy even  the  highly  objectionable  charter 
which  we  now  have,  without  substituting  a 
better  in  its  place,  the  currency  will  be  iirepm- 
rably  deranged,  and  hitter  experience  will 
thrice  teach  us  tbe  evils  that  will  ineviti^ily 
follow.  Tnth  a  view,  therefore,  of  again  allow- 
ing eentiemeu  who  are  opposed  to  a  bank  (tf 
any  kind  the  fullest  opporttmity  of  expodng 
the  misconduct  of  tliis  institotion,  if  any  can  b« 
shown,  I  desure  a  committee  to  be  ^pointed, 
or  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  be 
invested  with  the  power  <n  sending  for  persona 
and  papers,  with  a  view  to  antieipi^  and 
remedy  all  defects  in  a  new  or  a  modified  char- 
ter. The  whole  House,  or  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  is  too  blunt  a  probe.  I  do  not,  Mr. 
Speaker,  call  for  another  such  Quixotic  com- 
mittee as  that  which,  during  the  last  sesaon, 
rode,  Sancho-like,  all  the  way  from  Washington 
to  Philadelphia  to  make  a  tilt  at  Squire  Biddle'a 
breeches  pockets ;  but  a  committee  of  Oongress, 
air,  who,  having  specific  charges  for  thetar  data, 
will  sit  down  here,  sir,  as  a  committee  of  Oon- 
gress Bhould,  and  send  for  Squire  Biddle  to  come 
to  them  from  Philadelphia,  witithis  arithmetic 
and  his  figures, 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Bpeal»r,  honesUy,  and  inde- 
pendent of  aU  party  oonnderations,  ^ven  my 
real  views  of  this  great  question.  I  believe 
that  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  as  a  measure 
intended  to  relieve  the  country  from  distress, 
has  harried  upon  us  in  one  day,  whereof  the 
evil  is  sufficient,  both  panic  and  pressure ;  and, 
as  a  measure  calculated  to  defeat  the  recharter 
of  the  bank,  it  will  tend,  more  than  any  other 
cause  could  nave  tended,  to  defeat  its  own  ob- 
ject. It  was  an  act  most  impolitic  and  unwise, 
in  reference  to  its  own  ends.  With  tiiiew  ^ewa 
then,  unless  other  reasons  than  those  presented 
shall  be  devdoped  upon  furUier  examination,  I 
shall  vote  for  the  deposits  of  the  moneys  of  the 
United  States  to  be  made  for  tiie  foture  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  branches 
where  established. 

Does  any  man  now  ask  if  I  am  still  a  friend 
of  this  administration  t  In  the  words  of  yimrod 
Wildfire,  I  answer — "most  distinctiy." 

I  do  stillf  and  aa  ever,  desire  the  ^(oy,  and 
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honor,  and  success  of  this  administration.  Bat, 
rir,  I  pray  for  the  glo^,  and  hoi^oT,  and  bdc- 
oesa  01  no  administration,  only  as  I  devontlj 
and  ardently  desire  the  glory,  and  honor,  and 
prosperity  of  my  conntiy.  And  when  I  differ 
with  any  adminiatraUon  as  to  what  condnces 
to  the  prosperity  of  my  country  and  the  preser- 
vation of  its  hlessings  and  liberty,  I  will  not 
condescend  to  say  that  I  shall  speak  out  boldly. 
Blr,  as  the  two  hnndred  and  eighty-eight  frac- 
tion even  of  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  feel  myaelf  independent  of,  unin- 
fluenced by,  and  a  check  upon,  the  Executive. 
As  a  repreaentative  of  a  portion  of  those  who 
are  soTereigns  of  the  President  and  myself 
both,  I  shall  first  maintain  their  principles  and 
my  own.  I  have  freely  and  noneetly  sup- 
ported this  administration,  and  I  mean  freely 
and  honestly  to  differ  from  it  when  constrained 
hy  my  sense  of  right  and  my  Judgment ;  and  I 
MlieTe,  sir,  that  no  man  has  more  charity, 
more  Indulgence,  or  more  tolerance  for  a  differ^ 
ence  in  opinion  from  him  by  his  frieuda  than 
General  Jackson,  notwithstanding  all  that  we 
bare  heard  about  his  self-wilL 

I  beg  leave,  tir,  before  I  dt  down,  to  inform 
my  constituents,  through  this  House,  (as  Is 
fashionable  and  very  convenient  now-a-days,) 
of  the  real  state  of  parties  in  this  President- 
making  metropolis.  There  are  more  classes  of 
"  collar-men,"  sir,  than  one.  The  real  truth  is, 
that  many  who  flaunt  most  the  opprobrious 
epithets  of  party  slang  are  themselves  the  most 
pitiable,  leader-ridden  fidlowera  after  great  men. 
Sir,  he  who  moB  may  read  the  insoriptimi  of 
"  oollara  "  here.  Some  are  inscribed '^Kindei^ 

hook;"  Bome  "0  ^y;"  some  »0  n," 

And  uongh  the  two  last  were  wont  to  growl 
at  each  outer,  and  fight  most  fiercely,  they  are 
now  leashed  together,  and  lap  from  the  same 
trencher.  And  there  are  a  few  old  bipeds,  Hr. 
Speaker,  who  go  trotting  about,  without  any 
collar  now  upon  their  necks ;  but  the  crease 
is  apparent,  and  the  h^  is  all  worn  off  to  the 
fle{£  where  the  collars  once  rubbed.  If  any 
are  concerned  to  know  to  which  class  I  belong, 
I  will  very  promptly  and  proudly  refer  them 
to  .<£sop's  iable  of  the  dog  and  the  wolt  Like 
the  hungiy,  half-starved  rover  of  the  forest, 
when  I  am  beset  by  any  dog  politician  with 
a  crease  on  his  neck,  I  can  proudly  say,  "  Lib- 
era is  t^e  word  with  me  I  The  lowest  condi- 
tion of  life,  with  freedom  attending  it,  is  better 
than  the  most  exalted  station  under  restraint." 

And,  sir,  if  it  shall  be  my  will,  and  the  will 
ofthepeoplewhoBentmehere,to  rem^nlongin 
public  life,  whenever  I  ma^set  my  face  towards 
some  high  place  of  power,  to  attain  which  it 
may  be  necessary  to  employ  the  machinery,  the 
arts,  the  intrigues,  and  corruption  of  politicians, 
I  may  then,  but  not  until  tJien,  begin  to  trim 
my  sails  to  the  breeze  which  blows.  But,  as 
I  am  now,  and  ever  hope  to  be,  an  honest  man, 
I  shall  be  propelled  straight  forward  hy  the 
dngle  principle  of  duty  and  my  country's 
good,  and,  Uke  Folton's  mistreaB  of  viad  and 


[H.  or  B. 

wave,  wait  for  no  current  and  be  blown  by  no 
wind  I 

TcsBDAT,  Febraaiy  11. 
Thg  Peruion  Lav*. 

iSr.  CniLTOir's  resolntion  on  the  extenaon  of 
the  pension  laws  coming  up  again — 

jUr.  Chiltok  Allan,  who  was  entitied  to  the 
floor,  after  referring  to  tiie  genend  anxiety 
whiui  previuled  to  have  the  question  taken  on 
this  resolution,  (as  its  consideration  superseded 
that  of  a  great  number  of  others  offered  since 
the  debate  commenced,)  offered  to  waive  his 
right  to  the  floor,  if  a  general  expression  should 
appear  to  be  given  thattiie  qnestion  should  now 
be  taken  without  further  debate :  if  not,  he  pre- 
sumed that  he  should  not  hereafter  be  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  ddivering  his  aentiments 
on  tiie  resolntion. 

Ur.  GnjCKB  said  he  was  very  desiroiu  that 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentionan  fktnu 
Virginia  (Hr,  Bocldin)  should  be  disenued, 
and  he  therefore  su^stod  the  propriety  of 
postooning  the  subject  until  to-morrow. 

lu.  SrawABT  thought  it  woold  be  better  to 
try  the  sense  of  the  House,  and  therefore  sug- 
gested to  Ur.  AIZ.AH  to  move  the  prerions 
question. 

Mr.  Allah  accordingly  moved  the  previous 
question ;  which  he  said  he  had  never  done  be- 
fore, nor  did  he  know  that  he  should  now  vote 
for  it,  but  to  try  the  sense  of  the  House. 

The  preiiouB  question  was  thereupon  put,  aa 
follows :  "  Bhdl  Uie  main  question  now  be  pnt  ?  " 

yb.  Mabon  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays^ 
and  they  were  ordered,  and  were— Teas  1S6, 
nays  66. 

The  mfun  question  was  then  put,  viz.:  "Shall 
this  resolution  be  ad(^ted  !  "  and  aedded  as  fol- 
lows; 

TxAS. — ^Heasn.  Jdin  Qnlney  Adams,  John  AdamSi 
John  J.  Allen,  Chilton  Allan,  William  Allen,  AbH- 
le  J,  Banks,  Barber,  BanitK,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaty, 
BetiuinoDt,  John  Bell,  Jamea  M.  Bell,  Joha  BUw, 
Bodle,  Boon,  Bromi,  Bull,  Bimch,  Burd,  Bums, 
Cage,  Cambrelecg,  Garr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chilton, 
Choate,  S.  Clark,  William  Clark,  Clay,  Corirm, 
Cramer,  Crane,  Crockett,  Amos  Davis,  Day,  De- 
beny,  Denny,  David  W.  Dickinson,  Duucan,  Edward 
Everett,  Horace  Everett,  EwEng,  Elmore,  Forester, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  WUllam  E.  FuUer,  Fulton,  Oalbraith, 
GUlet,  Gorbam,  Grennell,  Halsey,  Earner,  Hannegan, 
Hard,  James  Harper,  Harrison,  Hatbaw&y,  Hawes^ 
Henderson,  Howell,  Inge,  B.  H.  JohuBoa,  N.  Johnson, 
C,  Johnson,  Beiyamin  Jones,  Eionard,  Lane,  Law- 
rence, Luke  Lea,  Learitt,  Love,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Lytle, 
Abyah  Uann,  UcCarty,  HeConiM,  HcKennan,  Mo- 
Ehtley,  HoLene,  Mercer,  MiUer,  H.  Mitchell,  R. 
Mitchell,  Moore,  Murphy,  Osgood,  Page,  Parker, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Fearce,  Fierson,  Folk,  Pope,  A.  H. 
Bhepperd,  Sbinn,  William  Slade,  Charles  Slade, 
Sloane,  Smith,  Spangler,  Standifer,  Stewart,  P. 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Tompkins,  VanderpoeL 
Ward.  Wardwell,  Webster,  WhaUon,  E.  D.  White, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  limson,  Young— ISO. 

Nats.— MMsrii.  Unaa  Allen,  Axeher,  Bairingar, 
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Bfttes,  Baylies,  Beale,  James  BUir,  Bock«e,  Bonldin, 
Briggs,  BTnuni,  Canniohaet,  Cbamben,  Chinn, 
Olworae,  Clajtoo,  Clowney,  Coflee,  Coaoor,  Coul- 
ter, Davenport,  Deming,  Dennis,  Dickson,  PhOemon 
Dickerson,  Evans,  Foote,  Foster,  Gamble,  GboUon, 
Oilmer,  Qrayson,  Griffin,  Hitand  Hall,  Thomas  H. 
Hail,  Joseph  M.  Harper,  Hawkins,  Hazeltine,  Heis- 
ter,  Hubbard,  A.  Huntington,  Jarris,  W.  G.  John- 
Bon,  8.  JoDM,  fCavinagh,  King,  Lansing,  Laporte, 
Lay,  Lewis,  J.  K.  Hann,  Hartindale,  Hardia,  Jobn 
T.  Ifaaon,  Moses  Uason,  HcDufBe,  Hclntyre,  Ue- 
Kay,  UcEim,  Mulilenberg,  Parks,  Fatton,  Franldin 
Fierce,  Finckney,  Flummer,  Bamsay,  Beed,  Bencher, 
Bchenck,  Schley,  Speight,  Stoddert,  Sntherland, 
William  Taytor,  WUUam  F.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas, 
Tomer,  TnrriiL  Tweedy,  Vao  Honten,  Wacener, 
Wayne,  C.  P.  White,  Frederick  Whittlesey,  WiiUams, 
Wise— 86. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted  as  follows : 

Jieaolwd,  That  a  select  committee  be  appcMnted, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  tite  expedien- 
cy of  so  extending  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress passed  7th  June,  1882,  granting  penuons  to 
certain  classes  of  troope  therein  named,  as  to  em- 
brace in  its  provisions  those  who  were  engaged  in 
the  wan  a^ut  the  Indians  sabseqnent  to  the 
doae  of  tbe  rerduUonary  war,  and  dowo  to  the 
trea^  of  Greeni4Ue,  with  leaTe  to  report  by  bin  or 
otherwise. 

1%»  I^mon^  iff  the  D^aotiU—Stiddok  Jkaih  of 
Mr.  Souldin. 

The  deposit  qaeation  coming  up — 

Hr.  BooiJ>iH,  of  Virg^is,  rose  to  address  tbe 
Honse,  and         in  the  fuUowitig  w(Hrds : 

Before  I  sobmit  some  remarks  I  wif^  to  make 
oa  the  merits  of  the  very  serioos  gneation  befor« 
the  House,  I  must  advert  to  a  reboke  whidi, 
with  all  due  bomilitj,  I  received  from  my  col- 
league, l^r.  WiSK.)  He  stated,  and  truly,  that, 
although  Kr.  Randolph,  when  he  died,  had 
been  a  member  dect  of  this  body,  yet  that  fact 
had  not  been  announced  on  this  floor.  I  am 
not  in  the  halnt  of  taking  to  myself  a  general 
remark  not  peculiarly  directed  to  myam;  but 
when  a  general  remark  is  of  aodi  a  kind  that 
it  will  wply  to  no  one  else,  or  not  to  any  one 
else  with  equal  propriety,  I  am  compelled  to 
take  notice  of  it.  My  colleagne  did  not  as 
kindly  stif^est  that  this  ought  to  have  been 
done,  nntU  he  mentioned  it  in  his  remarks  on 
this  floor;  but  another  colleague  most  kindly 
and  delicately  did,  through  another  person,  sug- 
gest to  me  that  it  ought  to  be  done ;  and  now, 
as  is  my  duty,  I  must  tell  my  colleagne,  and  this 
House,  and  my  constituents,  the  reason  why 
Jii.  BaDd<dph*s  death  was  not  here  announced. 
Bat  I  cannot  tell  the  reaMn  why  Ma  death  waa 
not  aunonnoed,  without  telling  what  I  UAA  a 
friend  that  I  should  say,  in  ease  I  did^  

[Hwe  Hr.  BouLonr  awooned,  fdU,  and  in  a 
ftw  minntea  aSber  expired.] 

And  the  Emm  tnunediately  i^lovrned. 


WsDmsDAT,  February  18. 
Death  of  Mr.  Bouldin. 

As  soon  as  the  joomal  was  read — 

Hr.  AsoHZB  rose  and  said:  I  rise^  "Mi. 
Speaker,  not  to  announce  to  the  House-— tiiat 
were  superfluous — bat  to  submit  the  resolutiMis 
rendered  proper  by  the  dreadful  catastrophe 
of  which  we  were  all  appalled,  and,  I  am  sore 
I  maj  add,  afflicted^  spectatm  yeiterdi^;  bj 
whion  X  uva  been  deprived  an  eateMned 
friend,  and  the  State  to  which  we  both  belraMd, 
at  a  mcwnent'of  the  extremest  poblto  ezdte- 
meut,  of  one  of  the  most  valued  and  valuaUe 
of  her  representatives  on  this  floor. 

I  know,  sir,  that  I  should  outrage  tlie  feel- 
ings of  the  House,  aa  I  should  vioU^  my  own, 
were  I  to  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  pay 
at  large  the  tribute  of  esteem  to  my  departed 
colleague  and  friend,  which  wonld,  under 
other  circumstances,  be  due  to  the  annniidati<m 
of  his  loss.  He  was  of  a  character  which 
might  well  be  fruitfol  of  panegyric,  if  it  were 
now  allowed  me  to  dwell  upon  it.  It  was  his 
fmrtone  to  have  raised  himra^  from  the  horn- 
blest  condition  of  lifB,torankiahisprafeBaioB; 
to  a  high  judicial  station  at  home ;  and  to  a 
seat,  and  that  no  andistingaished  on^  on  this 
floor,  by  the  aid  of  merit  alone.  At  an  age 
approaching  to  majority,  he  was  following  the 
plough;  and,  so  far  from  regarding  this  mr- 
cumstance  with  shame,  or  desiring  to  conceal  it, 
he  had  the  superior  mind  to  r^nrd  and  to 
speak  of  it  with  exultation — as,  what  it  tmly 
was,  an  honor.  Without  fortune  or  inflnential 
friends,  or  the  aid  even  of  edncatton,  he  had 
lifted  himself  to  general  esteem,  to  ind^end- 
ence,  and  to  a  place  which  he  regarded,  aa  I 
do,  inferior  to  none  In  point  of  honor— «  nat 
in  this  House. 

Sir,  if  I  felt  at  Uberty  to  pursue  the  theme, 
no  man  would  be  better  authorized,  from  knowl- 
edge, to  bear  the  high  testimony  which  it 
merited  to  his  character,  aa  a  private  and  a 
public  man ;  nor,  let  me  add,  would  then  be 
any  one  who  would  be  more  glad  and  prood  to 
render  this  just  tribute  to  his  memory  and  vir- 
tues. But  I  dare  not  pursue  the  tneme^Jost 
and  grateful  aa  it  would  be.  The  awfnl  eatas- 
tropHe  we  have  been  called  to  witness  and  de- 
plore speaks  to  our  hearts,  and,  let  me  add,  to 
our  horror,  in  a  language  which  forbids  it.  I 
feel  that  I  on^t  not — may  I  say  that  I  cannot 
— add  more:  and  I  content  myself  therefore^ 
after  this  brief  and  impartial  notice,  with  team- 
ing to  the  Ohjur,  the  rescdntions  I  haHA  In  my 
hand,  such  as  are  ordinarily  adopted  on  ooca- 
^ons  of  this  description. 

Mr.  A.  then  moved  the  following  readntiou: 

jRe$olved,  That  tbe  members  of  this  hooae  wiD 
attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Thomas  Truta  Botrif 
DIM  at  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Jtem^ved,  That  a  committee  be  appealed  to  take 
order  fat  superintending  the  funeral  of  Thomas  T. 
BouLDiK,  deceased,  late  a  awnber  of  this  Heoae 
from  the  State  of  Tbghila. 
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SMolved,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
testUy  their  respect  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  T. 
BocLDiH,  bj  weariog  cra^ta  on  the  left  um  foe  thirty 
days. 

Ordertd,  That  a  message  be  aeot  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  Thoilab  T. 
BotiLDiii,  late  one  of  the  representa^Tes  from  the 
State  of  Tii^nia;  and  that  his  iboeral  tUI  take 
place  to-morrow,  at  eleren  o'clock,  from  Uie  haU  of 
the  House  of  BepresentatiTes. 

The  resolntinu  w«re  mianimoosly  adf^ited ; 
and 

The  Eonae  styonmed. 


TmTBBDAT,  Pebrnary  18. 
Ko  boBineas  was  transacted  in  the  Honsa  of 
BepresentatiTes  to-day,  the  House  being  en- 
gaged in  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the 
late  XnoHAB  T.  BocLDnr,  one  of  its  members. 


Fbidat,  February  14. 

Mr.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Honse 
■a  follows : 

3Cr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  indolgenoe  of  ttiis 
House,  at  its  first  meeting  since  the  melancholy 
occasion  of  the  funeral  of  my  lamented  col- 
lea^e,  (Judge  Bodldin,)  whilst  I  disehai^  a 
delicate  and  solemn  daty  to  his  memory  and  to 
myself.  His  death,  so  sudden,  and  so  shocking 
to  all,  was  peculiarly  distressing  to  me.  It 
h^pened  at  a  moment  when  he  was  about  to 
reply  to  what  he  termed  my  *'  rebuke  "  to  him. 
I  hope  it  is  not  improper  for  me  now  to  state  to 
memb«^  his  ftmily  and  fiienda,  and  my  own, 
that  there  was  not  the  sli^test  emotion  of  un- 
kind feeling  between  us  at  the  time  he  expired. 
Sir,  when  I  had  the  honor  <^  addreitdng  thia 
Honse  bat  the  other  day,  on  the  momentous 
question  which  so  excited  his  ardent  mind,  and 
which  still  agitates  this  nation,  as  a  father  to  a 
young  collea^e  he  sat  by  my  side,  and  gave 
me  the  cheenng  encoui^meat  of  his  counte- 
nance and  his  smiles.  TThen  I  alluded  to  the 
ikct  that  the  death  of  his  illustrious  predecessor 
had  Dot  been  announced  to  this  House,  I  bowed 
to  his  venerable  person,  and  disavowed  the  in- 
tention to  "  rebuke  "  him  who  filled  the  seat  of 
lb.  Bandohth  witli  hmm  to  himself  and  nse- 
ftalnaas  to  the  oonntry.  Bat  the  d^y  iteRae  he 
waa  cut  down  in  the  midst  of  Mb  nsehlness,  we 
met  in  this  Hall,  and  had  a  free  and  fHendly 
(KHtversation,  which  left  nothing,  on  either  idde, 
unexplained.  And  I  am  confident  that,  if  he 
had  been  spared  but  a  few  words  more,  he 
would  have  left  no  room  for  misunderstanding 
the  relations  in  which  we  stood  to  each  other. 
My  object  in  making  the  allusion  which  I  did 
to  the  death  of  Kr.  Randolph  waa  solely  what 
I  professed  at  the  time,  sincerely  disewming 
any  personal  reflection  upon  my  collea^e, 
who,  I  never  doubted,  had  good  and  snffioiwt 
reaaona  for  filling  to  perfonn  what  seemed  to 
be  hia  appropriate  da^.  -  Theee  reasons  have 
since  been  made  publio.  He  said  he  would  an- 


CB.  ovB. 

nomice  them  fhll^  when  he  came  to  speak  on 
the  depont  question.  Alas  I  little  did  he  anti- 
cipate that  death  would  seal  his  lips,  and  bury 
him  too  in  silence,  before  he  should  finish  what 
he  meant  to  have  said  on  the  deaUi  of  bis  pre- 
decessor 1  I  have  the  consolation  to  know  that 
he  died  with  a  full  knowledge  that  I  intended 
no  wound  to  hia  feelinn,  and  no  reproach  to 
Ids  oondnot.  And  it  beoomes  me  to  pay  my 
humble  tribute  to  his  memory,  when  dead,  as  I 
p^  him  the  homage  of  my  respect,  and  con- 
fidence, and  admiration,  when  living.  I  be- 
came aequainted  with  him  late  in  the  sesdim; 
and,  from  that  time  until  the  moment  he  ex- 
pired in  the  public  service  on  thia  fioor — a 

S;toriou8  death  it  was  1 — I  have  the  proud  satis- 
iujtion  of  believing  that  I  daily  increased  in 
his  good  will,  whilst  I  know  he  grew  in  my 
afi'eotions  and  in  my  estimation,  as  a  noble, 
generous,  and  warm-hearted  friend,  an  able 
and  honest  and  asefbl  man,  a  bcM  and  true  pa- 
triot, who  "had  dtme  tiie  State  some  service." 
He  is  gone  I — lamented  by  none  here  more  than 
by  <me  who  Is  comparatively  a  stranger  to  all 
his  merits,  his  high  worth,  and  exalted  vir- 
tues; and  whose  fervent  prayer  to  Heaven  now 
is,  that  hia  departed  i^lrit  ia  reponng  in  peace 
in  the  bosom  <tf  Us  QodI 


ToxsDAT,  Febraary  18. 
CoK  of  Bardman  Owens. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Gilvkb,  calling 
for  information  on  the  sa^oet  of  the  death  of 
Owens,  in  Alabama,  coning  up — • 

Mr.  BuBDBLET,  who  had  the  floor,  yielded 
itto 

Mr.  Out,  who  wished  to  explain.  He  had 
opposed  this  resolution  whra  it  had  last  been 
iq>,  but  had  not  at  that  time  onder^ood  that 
one  of  the  ol^eots  of  the  mover  was  to  get  in- 
formation as  to  injuries  which  might  have  been 
done  to  the  family  of  Owens,  with  a  view  to 
obtain  restitution  to  the  widow.  It  had  also 
been  since  Intimated  to  him  that  another  object 
was,  to  inquire  whether  one  of  the  officers  at 
Fort  Mitchell  had  not  contrived  to  run  off  the 
man  chai^;ed  with  the  killing  of  Owens,  so  as 
to  put  him  beyond  the  process  of  the  eourta  of 
Alabama.  He  therefore  withdrew  his  oppod- 
tion  to  tbe  resolntion.  He  idso  admitted  that 
he  had  been  mistaken  as  to  tiie  ctmdact  of  Ma- 
jor Mcintosh  in  relation  to  the  process  to  ap- 
prehend the  soldier;  that  officer  had,  at  no 
time,  resisted  the  process,  but  had  afforded 
every  fadlity  for  having  it  served.  • 

Mr.  Bkabdslbt,  believing  that  the  resolntion 
was  calculated  to  lead  to  much  disonsuon  on  a 
very  exciting  subject,  bad  intended  to  move  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table ;  hot.  as  there 
seemed  a  general  wish  to  get  a  decision  npcm 
it  withoat  detti^,  he  would  move  llie  previoaa 
question. 

The  motion  was  refased. 

ICr.  HAXDQr  addressed  tiie  Honae  In  a  very 
animated  ^eech,  in  sa|^rt  of  the  iMolntioii. 
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Mr.  Mabdib  oonsidered  the  speech  as  tmne- 
cessarjr  and  prematore,  as  none  were  opposed  to 
the  reaolation.  The  only  effect  of  oisoaBsing 
the  subject,  before  the  information  was  obtain- 
ed, must  be  to  prejudice  the  public  mind  in  a 
case  where  tiie  character  of  a  public  officer  was 
concerned. 

Mr.  WiLDK  made  a  rery  spirited  reply  to  the 
explanation  of  Mr,  Olat  ;  protesting,  utterly, 
a^itist  placing  the  resolution  on  snch  grotm^ 
It  rested  on  the  rights  of  every  Amerioan  dti- 
aen. 

The  resolution  was  again  read  and  adopted, 
vithont  s  disseDting  voice,  aa  follows : 

**  Saolmd,  That  the  Secret&ry  of  War  be  di- 
rected to  communicate  to  this  House  all  corre- 
spondence which  he  may  have  had,  or  other  infor- 
mation ia  his  possesion,  in  relation  to  the  death  of 
Hardeman  Owens,  a  citizen  of  Alabama,  who  was 
lately  pnt  to  death  by  a  party  of  regular  soldiers ; 
whether  said  Owens  was  rait  to  death  in  pursuance 
of  orders  fh>m  the  War  I>«wrtmeat,  or  any  officer 
of  the  United  States;  and  wo  that  he  communicate 
to  this  House  any  correspondence  which  he  may 
hare  had,  or  other  iaformation  in  his  poBsession,  in 
relation  to  any  obstructions  thrown  in  the  way  of 
the  execution  of  the  process  of  the  courts  of  Ala- 
bama, issoed  for  the  purpose  of  briosing  to  trial 
tiiose  by  whom  said  Owens  was  IdUed."^ 

WSDNB8DA.T,  FebroaTy  19. 
l%e  Armff  Oom^uaria^Oeneral  Qtorgt  Gtb- 

Among  bUIa  on  their  third  reading  was  the 
followii^ ; 

A  BELL  to  render  permanent  ike  raesent  mode  of 
snpidylng  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
fixing  the  salary  of  certain  clerks  therein  named. 
Be  U  eiuteied,  »te.,  That  the  act  passed  Haroh  2, 
1829,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  the  present 
mode  of  supplying  the  army  of  the  United  States," 
shall  be  continued  in  force  until  repealed  by  Con- 
gress. 

8x0.  2.  And  b«  itfiaiher  enacUdy  That  the  prin- 
cipal clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Commissair  General 
of  Subi^tence  shall  receive  the  aonnal  sum  of 
sixteen  hundred  dollars,  one  of  the  other  clerks  the 
earn  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,  and  the  other  clerk 
the  sum  of  one  thooiand  dollars. 

On  this  bill  an  animated  debate  arose. 

Ur.  JransoH,  of  Eentao^,  in  a  few  remarks, 
enlained  Uie  gronnds  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Wilde  made  a  short  speech  in  opposition 
to  It,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  it  went  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  clerks  in  the  Oomnussariat 
Department,  and  to  raise  the  aalariea  of  some 
of  them. 

Mr.  Thomson,  of  Ohio,  explained  and  rindi- 
eated  the  grounds  on  wMdi  the  bill  had  been 
reported. 

Mr.  Vancs  supported  the  bill,  orging  the 
necessity  of  its  passage,  as  the  present  law  for 
supplying  the  army  would  expire  in  March  next. 
He  qmke  with  hif^  oommmdation  ttf  the  exist- 
ing state  of  the  oommiHgariat  of  the  army ;  in 


[F^BScw,  18S4. 

proof  of  which  the  hooks  wonld  show  that  the 
entire  wastage  in  the  supply  of  the  whole  of 
our  military  posts  amounted  to  less  than  one 
per  cent.  He  contrasted  with  this  the  state  of 
things  under  the  old  system — in  which  twelve 
per  cent,  was  allowed  in  taming  over  stores 
to  a  new  contractor ;  and  the  defalcations  on 
the  part  of  commissaries,  he  said,  were  enor- 
mous. As  to  the  subject  of  clerks,  he  adverted 
to  the  increase  of  business  in  the  department, 
fi!om  its  having  been  charged  with  the  snptdj 
of  rations  for  the  In^ans.  He  bore  htmoratde 
testimony  to  the  ability,  fidelity,  and  cUligence 
of  the  officer  and  derks  now  in  employ  in  that 
branch  of  the  pnblio  servioe.  Better  officers 
were  not  to  be  found  in  any  department  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  MoKat,  of  Kwth  Carolina^'  opposed  the 
bill.  The  present  law,  he  add,  wotud  not  ex- 
pire till  the  close  of  the  next  session ;  so  there 
could  be  no  haste  in  the  case.  He  was  not  op- 
posed to  the  general  system  of  supplying  the 
army,  but  objected  to  tiie  mode  in  which  the 
law  was  executed.  The  commissaries  were 
ninety-seven,  instead  of  fifty  in  number,  as  had 
been  provided  by  the  act  of  1881.  He  was  op- 
posed to  taking  so  many  offioers  tcom  the  line 
of  the  army.  Besides,  the  aadatant  quartet^ 
masters  ought  to  be  required  to  do  the  doty 
assistant  commissaries. 

Mr.  Spsight  concurred  in  the  commendation 
of  the  clerks,  bnt  wiehed  the  further  considerar 
tion  of  the  bill  postponed  to  Tuesday. 

Mr.  B.  M.  Johnson  replied  to  Mr.  MoKat, 
insisting  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
commissaries  formed  no  objection  whatever  to 
the  bill.  The  country  had  loet  thousands— yes, 
millions — by  the  foolish  economy  of  employing 
too  few  officers,  for  fear  of  the  expense  of  their 
salaries.  He  compared  the  paldio  eervioe,  in 
this  respect,  to  the  management  of  a  large  fium, 
whose  owner  mttst  lose  largely  if  he  retnsed  to 
employ  the  requisite  number  of  hands  on  his 
estate.  He  p^sed  a  high  euloginm  on  the 
present  head  of  the  commissariat,  (General  Gib- 
son,)* and  bore  testimony  to  the  great  accuracy 
of  his  accounts  while  so  many  milliona  were 
passing  through  his  hands. 

Mr.B  LAnt,  of  South  Carolina,  concurred  in 
the  views  of  Mr.  ItaSM^  and  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bilL 

Mr,  P.  O.  PoLLBB,  of  New  York,  thought  it 
would  be  best  to  have  two  separate  bills  for  the 
two  distinct  olgeots  comprised  in  the  present 
one. 

Mr.  Yanoe  wished  distinctly  to  understand 
whether  the  object  of  those  who  opposed  the 
bill  was  to  take  tiie  supply  oat  of  the  hands 
the  officers  of  the  army,  uid  give  it  to  private 

citizens ! 


*  Ctonsnl  George  Olbson,  of  FeoiurlTanU,  tn  offloer  of 
tbo  KTzaj  tor  half  a  otntary,  iMag  through  ttrtry  gni»,  mi 
uwnanMDttomrjoiM.  He  mt  appointed  OoaunlMry 
Oeneol  at  the  MtaUlihmsBt  of  tha  vBton  in  1811,  and  itlll 
retalna  tbe  plaoa  with  nohmsl  upprobfttioii. 


7As  Atk^  Commmariat — Otmeral  Georg*  Gib§o». 


Digiiized  by 


DEBATES  Qg  CONGBBSa   488 

IkatkofMr.  Wirt,  [U.  ov  & 


FkBRHAKT,  1884.] 

ISr.  MoKat  explained,  and  seemed  to  dis- 
claim BQch  a  purpose. 

Mr.  Yasoi  went  on  to  defend  the  hill,  and 
agf^  referred  to  the  vioes  of  tiie  old  qvtem. 
In  illustration  of  which,  he  said  Uiat  he  hoi  re- 
cently examined  what  is  caUed  "the  Black 
Book,"  containing  the  list  of  defoolteis  to  the 
Government,  and  found  there  an  amount  of 
fifteen  millions  lost  to  the  Government  in  this 
department  of  the  service  alone.  Now,  there 
was  not  the  defalcation  of  one  dollar.  As  to 
the  expiration  of  the  present  law,  the  Oommis- 
sary  General  hiniself  was  under  the  apprehen- 
sion that  it  would  happen  on  the  1st  of  March 
next. 

Mr.  Blub  did  not  wish  to  change  the  existing 
orgwiljEation  of  the  stafi^  hut  oiuj  to  alter  the 
bill  in  some  of  Its  detula. 

Ur.  WiLDB  offered  instmotions  to  the  MiH- 
tary  Oommittee  to  report  two  distinct  bills,  in 
lieu  of  that  now  before  the  House.  He  con- 
curred with  Mr.  Yahob  in  his  hearty  approba- 
tion of  the  existing  sygtem;  but  oqjected  to 
some  features  of  the  bill,  and  was  <^p0Bed  to 
all  indefinite  lef^ation. 

Mr.  Etbbbtt,  of  Vermont,  wished  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  a  Oommittee  of  the  ^hole,  where  it 
would  receive  all  necessary  amendments. 

Mr.  B1.UB  thought  it  could  be  better  amend- 
ed in  the  UilitBTT  Committee. 

Mr.  MnxBB,  of  Pennaylvania,  nnlied  to  Mr. 
UoKat,  and  advocated  tue  bill.  He  had  heu4 
110  reason  why  the  number  of  oonmiissaries  pro- 
posed was  too  great ;  no  abuse  was  charged ; 
on  the  contrary,  all  agreed  in  commending  the 
adminiBtration  of  the  whole  department.  As 
to  indefinite  legislation,  it  was  an  objection 
which  applied  equally  to  most  of  the  bills  pass- 
ed in  the  House, 

Mr.  Wabd  advocated  the  bill  with  great 
warmth,  and  could  not  conceive  how  any  ra-  ■ 
tional  being  could  wish  it  divided. .  As  to  the 
clerk's  salanes,  it  tmly  placed  them  on  a  foot- 
ing with  the  other  derks  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment. It  was  time,  after  so  many  weeks,  that 
the  House  began  to  do  B(nnetliln|[. 

Mr.  WiLDB  said  that  if  his  rationality  was  to 
be  measured  by  his  not  desiring  the  bill  to  be 
divided,  he  must  conclude,  with  Dr.  Pranklin, 
that  the  Almighty  had  not  endued  man  with 
reason^ut  only  with  a  sensible  instinct. 

Mr.^  Vasd  expl^ned,  and  disclaimed  pmon-  I 
ality  in  the  remarks  he  bad  made. 

Mr.  WiLDB  thought  the  gentleman  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  the  bill  only  placed  the  clerks 
on  the  same  footing  with  others.  It  gave  them 
more;  and  the  House  would  immediatebr  be 
i^iplied  to,  to  raise  the  salaiiea  of  other  derka 
in  like  naiuwr. 

The  qae8ti<»i  was  taken  on  tiie  instruotiQna 
moved  by  Mr.  Wildb,  and  n^tived. 

The  bill  was  reconunttted  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  A^ra,  without  instmotitHU. 


You  xn.— SS 


TmnuDAT,  Febmary  20. 
Death  (if  Mr.  Wvrt. 

After  the  reading  of  the  jonnuil, 

Mr.  Masoir,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  sidd :  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  has  become  my  melancholy  duty  to 
advert  to  a  recent  dispensation  which  has  de- 
prived the  bar  and  the  country  of  one  of  the 
greatest  ornaments  of  both:  I  allude  to  the 
death  of  William  Wirt  I  The  funeral  ceremony 
takes  place  this  day,  and  it  is  the  wish  of  many 
members  of  this  House  to  pay  that  tribute  of 
respect  to  his  memory  whidi  all  feel  to  be  due 
— tue  accompanying  of  his  mortal  remuns  to 
the  tomb.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  pronounce 
a  eolo^um — an  unnecessary  enlorium  on  the 
deceased;  bntlmaybe  pennittea  to  speak  ctf 
his  urbaidty  of  manners,  his  fldeUfy  to  his 
firiendaUp,  ma  gentleness  ui  dispo^tion,  his 
benevolence  of  heart,  and  of  Hiose  eminrat  lit- 
erary attainments  which  have  shed  so  bri^t  a 
lustre  on  his  country. 

It  is  due  to  the  exalted  merits,  to  the  virtnee, 
and  to  the  purity  of  mind  and  heart  of  tiie  la- 
mented  and  iUnstrions  dead,  that  some  tdgnal 
mark  of  public  respect  shoi^d  be  awarded  to 
his  name.  To  us,  in  Yir^nia,  where  the  prime 
of  his  life  was  passed,  and  where  his  example 
can  have,  as  it  has  had,  the  most  beneficial 
effects,  the  honor  rendered  to  him  will  be  the 
more  peonHarly  gratifying. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  t£at  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

And  the  Honae  a^onrned. 


FBn>AT,  Febmary  SI. 

Buloffittm  on  Mr.  Wirt. 

When  the  S^akeb  had  called  the  House  to 
order — • 

Mr.  AcAits,  of  Massadiasetts,  addressed  him, 
before  the  reading  of  the  joDmal,  as  follows : 

JSt.  Speaker :  A  mle  of  this  Honae  dlreeti 
that  tiie  Speaker  shall  uanune  and  correct  the 
Journal  before  it  is  read.  I  tberefbre  now  rise, 
not  to  make  a  motion,  nor  to  offer  a  resolution, 
but  to  ask  Uie  unanimous  consent  of  this  House 
to  address  to  you  a  few  words,  with  a  view  to 
an  addition  which  I  wish  to  be  made  to  the 
journal,  of  the  adjournment  of  the  House  ye»- 
terday. 

The  Speaker,  I  presume,  would  not  feel  him- 
self authorized  to  make  the  addition  in  the  jour- 
nal which  I  propose,  without  the  unanimous 
consiont  of  the  House;  and  I  therefore  now 
propose  it  b^re  tiie  reading  of  thejoumsL 

I  ask  that^after  the  statement  of  the  a^Jonni- 
mmt  of  the  HouscL  there  be  added  to  tliejoor- 
nal  words  importuig  that  it  was  to  g^ve  the 
Speaker  and  members  of  the  House  an  opportu- 
nity of  attending  the  funeral  obsequies  of  '  wa- 
liam  Wirt. 

At  the  adjournment  of  the  House  on  Wednes- 
day, I  did  not  know  what  the  arrangements 
wwa^  or  would  be,  for  that  moumfid  oeremo- 
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nj.  Had  I  known  them,  I  should  have  moved 
a  poitooned  a^onnunent,  which  wonld  have 
cntaUed  us  to  join  in  the  datj  of  pajlng  the  last 
tribute  of  Tas|iect  to  the  remiuiu  of  a  man  who 
was  an  ornament  of  his  country  and  of  hnman 
natare. 

The  oastoms  of  this  and  of  the  other  Hoase  of 
Oongress  warrant  the  snspension  of  their  daily 
labors  in  the  public  service,  for  attendance  npon 
fhneral  rites,  only  in  cases  of  the  decease  of  their 
own  members.  To  extend  the  usage  farther 
might  be  attended  with  inconvenience  as  a  pre- 
cedent ;  nor  shoold  I  have  felt  myself  warrant- 
ed in  asking  it  npon  any  common  occasion. 

Hr.  Wirt  bad  never  been  a  member  of  either 
House  of  Oongress.  Bnt  if  hie  foim  in  marble, 
orhJa  portrait  npon  canvas,  were  placed  with- 
in these  widls,  a  snitable  inscription  for  it  wonld 
be  that  of  the  statue  of  Ifolidre  in  the  hall  of  the 
French  Academy—"  Nothing  was  wanting  to 
Ms  glonr ;  be  was  wanting  to  onrs." 

lu-.  Wirt  had  never  been  a  member  of  Oon- 
gress ;  bat  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  dariag 
two  saccessive  aominlstrations  of  the  National 
Government,  he  had  been  the  official  and  con- 
fidential adviser,  npon  all  qnestloas  of  law,  of 
the  Presidents  of  the  United  States;  and  he 
had  liUscharged  the  duties  of  that  station  entire- 
ly to  the  satisfaction  of  those  officers  and  of  the 
country.  No  member  of  this  House  needs  to 
be  reminded  how  important  are  the  dntiea  of 
the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  nor 
ride  I  oontra^otion  in  afBrmlng  that  they  were 
never  more  ably  or  more  faithAilly  discharged 
than  by  Mr.  Wirt. 

If  a  mind  stored  with  all  the  learning  appro- 
priate to  the  profesuon  of  the  law,  and  decorat- 
ed with  all  the  elegance  of  classical  literature — 
if  a  spirit  imbued  with  the  sensibilities  of  a  lofty 
patriotism,  and  chastened  by  the  meditations 
of  a  profound  philosophy — if  a  brilliant  imagi- 
nation, a  disoeming  intellect,  a  sound  judgment, 
an  indefi&tigable  capacity,  and  vigorous  energy 
of  wplicaUon,  vivified  with  an  ease  and  rapidi- 
ty of  docntioDj  oi^ions  without  rednnd^ce, 
and  select  wiuiont  affectation — if  all  these, 
nnited  with  a  sportive  vein  of  humor,  an  in- 
offenure  temper,  and  an  angelic  purify  of 
heart — if  all  these,  in  their  combination,  are 
the  qualities  suitable  for  an  Attorney-General 
of  the  United  States,  in  him  they  were  all 
emlnentiy  combined. 

But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  pronounce  his 
eulogy.  That  pleasing  task  has  been  assign^ 
to  abler  hands,  and  to  a  more  suitable  occasion. 
He  will  there  be  presented  in  other,  though  not 
less  interesting  lights.  As  the  penetrating  de- 
Ihieator  of  manners  and  character  in  the  British 
Spy — as  the  biogr^her  of  Patrick  Henry,  dedi- 
cated to  the  youDR  men  of  your  native  common- 
wealth— as  uie  fmnd  and  delight  of  the  social 
cirde— as  t^e  husband  and  father  in  the  bosom 
of  a  happy,  bnt  now  most  afflicted  family — In 
all  these  characters  I  have  known,  admired,  and ' 
loved  him ;  and  now,  witnessing,  from  the  very 
windows  of  this  haU,  the  last  act  of  pietjf  and 


affection  over  bis  remains,  I  have  felt  as  if  this 
Hoose  oould  Boaroely  fulfil  its  hidi  and  h«Ku^ 
able  duties  to  the  oonnixy  whichne  had  served, 
without  some  slight,  be  it  but  a  trandoit,  no- 
tice of  his  decease.  The  addition  which  I  pro- 
pose to  the  jonm^  of  yesterday^s  adjoaniineiit, 
would  be  such  a  notice.  It  would  fnve  his 
name  an  honorable  place  on  the  recoi  an- 
nals of  his  country,  m  a  manner  equally  mmple 
and  expressive.  I  will  only  add  that,  while  I 
feel  it  peculiarly  incumbent  npon  me  to  make 
this  proposal,  I  am  sensible  that  it  is  not  a  fit 
subject  for  debate ;  and,  if  objected  to,  I  dedn 
you  to  consider  it  as  withdrawn. 

The  Ohaib  stated  that  the  rule,  in  referaioe 
to  the  journal  wtdoh  had  been  read,  r^emdto 
the  duties  of  the  Speaker  when  out  of  the  chiir, 
not  tn  it  The  Speaker  had  not  fdt  himsa 
warranted  to  insert  any  further  record  in  tbe 
journal  of  yesterday  than  the  simple  fact  of  ^ 
adjournment ;  bat  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  tlie 
House  that  the  clause  proposed  should  be  add- 
ed, the  Ohair  would  most  oheerfolly  assent 

Mr  J.  K.  Hann,  of  Pennsylvania,  objecting— 

Mr.  BiAiB,  of  South  Carolina,  inquired  Tbeth- 
er  the  pleasure  of  the  Honse  could  be  obstmct- 
ed  by  uie  objection  of  a  single  member? 

The  Ohaib  said  that,  if  a  motion  sboold  be 
made,  a  muority  of  the  Honse  could,  of  coone, 
have  th^r  Journal  modified  to  suit  their  on 
pleasnre. 

Hi.  ADUCBthenobservedf  tJutheluidlu^ 
no  objection  would  have  been  made ;  but  as  it 
seemed  not  to  be  snstained  by  the  general  aeue 
of  the  House,  he  would  renew  his  motion  tint 
the  danse  he  had  read  be  added  to  the  jonnul 
of  yesterday's  proceedings. 
-  The  question  being  put,  it  was  sgreed  t» 
without  a  divirion,  (by  nearly  a  nnsiumoni 
vote.) 

Mrs.  Swan  Decatw. 

This  bill  was,  as  heretofore  whenever  before 
the  House,  the  subject  of  a  protrat^  ^anu- 
siou. 

Mr.  Patton,  from  llie  Committee  on  Ka™ 
Affiurs,  opened  the  case  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  De- 
catur, and  the  other  pMsonaoonceme^  and  iroit 

into  detail  of  the  circumstances  of  the  ex- 

51oit,to  rewftfd  which  the  bill  was  reported, 
[r.  P.  then  went  into  the  consideration  of  b 
constitutional  objection  which  had  formerij 
been  urged  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  He  next 
explained  and  defended  tbe  disposition  of  the 
reward  among  the  clumants ;  and  closed  witii 
a  warm  and  merited  commendation  of  the  vakv 
and  enterprise  of  Commodore  Decatur. 

Mr.  Cbanx,  though  not  opposed  to  the 
priation  of  the  sum  proposed,  objected  stnwglf 
to  the  pn^portions  in  wnioh  the  mraey  was  to 
be  shared.  The  bill  asanj^  to  the  ecanmanoer 
tiie  fion's  share.  In  such  an  expedition,  the 
services  of  the  men  were  of  great  value,  and 
they  ought  to  receive  in  analogy  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  prize  law. 
Mc  Pabsbb  refjifid,  and  defended  the  biu. 
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He  insisted  that  the  great  glorj  of  this  explolG 
lay  ID  the  chiTotry  and  eathiuiasm  of  the  officer 
vho  planned  and  conducted  the  expedition. 
The  men,  hj  this  bill,  wonld  get  twice  what 
they  would  have  becm  entitlea  to  under  the 
prize  law,  had  the  vessel  been  brought  ont 

Kr.  Chilton,  in  oppontion  to  the  bill, 
argued  that  Decatur  had  received  the  high- 
est reward,  in  promotion,  fame,  and  fortune ; 
and  that  he  never  in  his  lifetime  had  thought 
of  urging  aaj  such  claim. 

On  moMon  of  Hr.  Hawbs,  the  committee  then 
rose,  r^orted  progress^  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

7kMntff-8$e<md  <{f  tVbrvarjf. 

Hr.  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  observed,  that 
to-morrow  was  the  22d,  a  day  when  it  was  not 
usual  for  public  bodies  to  sit.  He  therefore 
wished  to  move  that  the  House,  when  it  did 
a^oum,  would  ai^onm  to  Utmdaj  next. 

Objection  being  made,  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed— ayeall^noes  7;  and  thereupon  the  House 
adjourned  over  to  Monday. 


Thuebdat,  February  27". 

BoBBBT  B.  Oaupbux,  r  m^uber  elect  from 
South  Carolina,  in  the  place  of  Ifr.  SmoLBTOir, 
deceased,  appeared,  was  sworn,  and  took  bis 
seat 

Sewlutienarif  Glaimi. 

Hie  Honse  proceeded  to  the  oon^deration 
^  of  the  biU,  reported  on  the,  SOth  Janoary,  by 
the  Committee  on  Bevolntionary  Claima. 

[The  bill  was  read.] 

Ifr.  Pmos,  of  New  Hampshire,  thanked  the 
Honse  for  having  kindly  deferred,  on  the  sng- 
gesMon  of  his  iadisposition,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  which  had  just  been  read ;  and  he 
felt  under  particular  obligations  for  the  gener- 
ous courtesy  maniflasted  on  that  occarion 
the  gentleman  from  Yirnnia,  a  friend  of  the 
bill,  (ifr.  Uaboh,)  upon  his  right.  He  had  ex- 
IHiVBsed,  the  other  day.  when  moving  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  nis  conviction  that  it  had 
been  passed  to  a  tiiird  reading  without  having 
received  all  the  connderation  due  to  ita  im- 
portance. That  oonviction  had  been  strength- 
ened by  farther  ezamioation  and  subsequent 
reflection.  Nothing,  however,  but  a  sense  of 
what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty  as  an  humble 
member  of  that  body,  could  have  induced  him 
to  arrest  its  progress  then,  or  now  to  ask,  for  a 
few  moment^  the  iudnlgence  of  the  House.  He 
should  be  brief  in  his  remarks,  having  nothing 
to  aay  for  political  effect,  or  tat  home  conanmp- 
tion ;  but,  with  the  opiniwu  he  entertained 
the  Ull,  he  should  do  iqjoatice  to  hbnself  ^d  he 
permit  it  to  pass  tub  tUmUo^  feeble  and  un»> 
Tailing  as  his  voice  might  prove.  He  bad 
b<^>ea  tiifli  its  imoortanoe,  and  the  new  order 
of  tiungs  to  be  had  under  it,  wonld  have  called 
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up  some  gentlemen  whose  experience  and 
whose  reputation  might  have  insured  general 
attention.  He  had  wuted  to  the  last  moment^ 
and  waited  in  vain;  and  now,  opcm  its  passage^ 
he  called  upKoi  gentlemen  to  pause  before  tiiey 
proceeded  to  provide,  by  presumption,  for  aatia- 
fyine  olaima  ^  any  chancter,  frtHn  any  quarter. 

ySx.  P.  wSA  he  was  not  insensible  of  the 
advantages  with  which  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  came  before  the  House.  It  oame^ 
as  he  nnderstjod,  with  the  unanimous  appro- 
bation of  a  committee  entitied  to  the  most 
entire  res^t ;  and  it  related  to  services,  tbe 
very  mention  of  which  moved  our  pride  and 
our  gratitude.  They  were  services  beyond  all 
praise,  and  above  aU  price.  He  spoke  of  the 
revolutionary  services  generally.  But  while 
warm  and  glowing  with  the  glorious  reoollec- 
tiona  which  a  recurrence  to  uat  period  never 
fails  to  awaken ;  while  we  cherish  with  afibo- 
tion  and  reverence  the  memory  of  the  brave 
men  of  that  di^,  now  no  more ;  while  we 
wonld  grant,  most  oheerfbUy  grant,  to  their 
heirs  all  that  is  justly  due ;  and  while  we  do 
extend  to  those  who  still  survive  our  grateful 
thfmks,  and  our  treasure  also,  he  trusted  we 
should  not,  in  the  fiill  impulse  of  generous  feel- 
ing, disregard  what  was  due  from  the  gentle- 
man componng  this  House  as  the  descendants 
of  such  men. 

What,  then,  sir,  said  Hr.  P.,  are  the  objects 
to  be  answered  by  the  bill,  and  what  are  its 
providona?  The  general  object  is  plainly  and 
briefly  stated  in  the  introduction  <a  the  com- 
mittee's report.   They  say : 

"  FindiDg  many  petitions  before  them  asking  the 
commutatioa  of  five  years'  full  pay,  promised  by  the 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  Uarch,  1788, 
to  certain  officeis  of  the  revolntionoiy  irmy,  they 
have  been  induced,  by  several  conuderations,  to  pre- 
sent to  the  House  a  bill ;  the  otnect  of  which  ia,  to 
remove  these  and  some  other  dmilar  clums  from  the 
action  of  the  committee  and  of  Congress,  and  have 
them  settled  ■(  the  Treasuiy  Dqtsrtment." 

Hr.  P.  wonld  not  be  disposed  at  any  time, 
much  less  was  he  disposed  now,  when  so  much 
was  said  as  to  the  tendency  of  power,  and  of 
patronage,  and  of  req;ioudbilit^  to  the  !Exeo> 
ntive,  to  cast  from  us  any  dnties  which  have 
been  performed,  or  any  responsibilities  which 
have  hitherto  rested  here,  unless  the  reasons 
for  such  transfer  shall  appear  obvious  and  con- 
clusive. 

It  was  more  than  fifty  years  unce  the  passage 
of  the  resolution  referred  to  by  the  committee 
as  the  foundation  of  commutation  dums.  The 
subject  of  making  suitable  provision  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army  of  the  Bevolution  was  one  of 
the  deepest  and  most  intense  interest,  not  only 
to  the  officers  themselves,  bat  to  the  oonntiy 
generally,  from  1778  down  to  the  passue  of 
ue  commutation  resolve  of  1788.  Mr.  P. 
apprehended  that  individuals,  having  substan- 
tial olums  against  tiie  Government,  did  not 
often  remain  long  in  ignorance  of  tiie  Act:  and 
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ha  was  curious  to  know  bow  it  happened  that 
these  claioia  had  dambered  dnring  the  whole 
of  this  period.  Considering  the  freqaency  and 
eamestnesa  with  wbiob  the  sabject  was  urged 
lip<Hi  OoDgresa  hj  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
and  the  auie^  wiUi  whioh  it  was  regarded  hj 
the  oflBcera  thenuelvea,  it  waa  mot  to  be  pre- 
sumed Uiat  tnj  were  so  Itstlen  as  to  ranoin  in 
the  dark  irith  regard  to  their  own  rights.  In 
his  Jodgment,  it  was  reasonable  to  snppose  thai 
the  namber  of  legal  and  just  claims  woold,  br 
this  time,  have  been  so  fiar  diminidied,  as  to 
leave  little  for  the  action  of  Oongreaa  or  of  any 
department. 

Bince,  however,  that  which  might  natorallj 
have  l>een  expected  to  occur  seera^  not  to  have 
obtfdned  in  this  particular  instance,  he  Icnew 
not  that  he  should  have  raised  aoj  particular 
objections  to  sending  the  clums  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  provided  they  were  to  go  there 
r^lng  Ttpmi  ihviT  merits,  and  depmding  for 
their  allowance  npon  evidence  ordinarily  re- 
quired of  revolatimary  services,  and  not  npon 
presompticHis.  If  the  bill  did  not  embrace  the 
roles  that  are  to  be  r^arded  as  fixed  principles, 
and  to  which  he  trusted  he  should  be  able  to 
satisfy  the  House  there  were  strong,  if  not 
insunnonntable  objections,  it  would  still  be 
exceptionable.  He  understood  that  it  was  not 
formerly  the  practice  of  Congress  to  allow 
Interest  upon  these  claims,  even  where  they 
were  brought  by  saUsfactory  evidence  within 
the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of  1788;  and 
it  atmok  him  that  a  different  practice  never 
should  liave  obtained,  exe<^t  in  oaseawho-e  the 
claimant  famished  aoflBoient  reason  for  his 
delay,  showing  that  It  was  attributable  to  no 
£ault  or  negligence  on  his  part.  If  correct  in 
tiiis  view,  it  would  be  clearly  wrong  to  sanction 
the  principle,  generally,  as  is  provided  by  the 
third  secti6n  of  the  bill. 

In  speaking  of  what  he  considered  to  be  the 
most  objectionable  featured  of  the  bill,  Mr.  P. 
aaid  he  should  confine  himself  chiefly  to  its 
operation  upon  those  who  were  entitled  to 
half-pay  for  life,  mider  the  resolve  of  1780,  at 
the  second  important  change  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  army  after  its  establishment ;  and 
to  some  portion  of  the  history  of  the  subsequent 
action  «  Congress  npon  the  subject,  it  might 
be  proper  fiur  him  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  By  the  resolution  Just  referred  to, 
tihose  who  were  reduced  by  the  arrangement 
vhich  then  took  place,  as  well  as  those  who 
served  to  the  close  of  the  war,  were  entitled 
to  balf-p^  for  Hfy.  That  this  provision  was 
made  under  very  pecaliar  circumstances,  was 
matter  of  history ;  and  it  was  well  known  to 
all  within  the  reach  of  his  voice  that  it  was 
regarded  with  jealonsy  and  dissatisfaction,  both 
by  the  soldiers,  who  had  Iwhaved  with  equal 
valor,  and  endured  equal  hardships,  and  by  the 
dtizens  generally.  They  regarded  it  as  anti- 
republican  ;  they  thought  it  setting  up,  in  the 
then  yoni^  repnbUc,  invidious  diatinotiona, 
and  eatablishing,  for  that  generation  at  least, 
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a  privil^ed  and  oensioned  dasa.  inconnstent 
with  the  equal  rignts  for  which  they  had  been 
contending,  and  at  variance  with  the  genios 
and  spirit  of  snoh  a  Government  as  they  w^ied 
to  see  estaUished  and  muntained. 

In  March,  1788,  a  change  waa  made ;  and 
what  was  the  moving  eanse  of  that  change  t 
A  memorial  from  the  officers  themselves.  The 
preamtde  of  the  resolntion  rentes  tbat^  "  where- 
as the  officers  of  tiie  several  lines,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  his  excellency  Gene- 
ral Washington,  did,  by  their  late  memorial 
transmitted  by  their  commit©©,  represent  to 
Congress  that  the  half-pay  granted  by  sundry 
reeolutions  was  regarded  in  an  unfavorable  light 
by  the  citizens  of  some  of  these  States  who 
would  prefer  a  compensation  for  a  limited  term 
of  years,  or  by  a  sum  in  gross,  to  an  establish- 
ment for  life,"  &o.  To  aaiixfy  tiie  memorialists 
and  the  eoantzy,  five  yean*  fall  pay  was  granted 
in  lien  of  half  pay  fix*  life;  and  it  is  for  this 
oommatation  that  petitions  are  now  pouring  in 
npon  yon,  and  dwns  arising  nndw  tibe  resohi- 
tion  Just  referred  to,  and  those,  the  acljustment 
of  which  tiie  bill  proposes  to  transfer  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  with  rules  of  evidence 
wliidi  might  possibly  mdlitate,  as  the  committee 
suppose,  the  allowance  of  some  just  dums; 
but  which  will,  at  the  same  time,  open  a  wide 
door  for  imposition,  and  for  the  assertion  of 
rights  which  have  no  legal  or  equitaUe  founda- 
tion, and  which  may  stm  be  honestiy  urged  by 
the  heirs  of  deceased  officers.  Bir,  said  Ur. 
P.,  is  it  not  admits  by  the  report  that  this 
wul  be  the  f^raticm,  to  some  extent  f  Speak- 
ing of  these  miss,  the  oommittoe  say : 

"  It  is  posdble  that  their  nnlversal  appUcation 
mar  lead  to  the  allowaaoe  of  some  olaims 
which  do  not  come  strictly  within  the  original 
terms.  But  this  will  t>e  no  new  evil ;  and  it  is 
certain  that,  if  they  are  not  applied,  many  just 
claims  must  be  rejected  for  the  want  of  techni- 
cal proof."  To  the  correctness  of  this  last 
clause,  he  must  be  excused  for  withholding  his 
assent. 

If  evil  has  heretofore  arisen,  or  is  liable  to 
ame,  from  application  of  tiie  said  rules  of 
evidence,  is  that  now  to  be  used  as  an  argu- 
ment in  finvor  of  transferring  duties  from  the 
House  to  one  of  the  departments,  and  txacafer- 
ring  them  with  instmctions  binding  the  Secre- 
tary, and  making  oertdln  the  eononnanee  of 
the  evil?  He  trusted  not.  If  presnmptiw, 
and  not  evidence,  was  to  be  the  ground  on 
which  olaims  are  to  be  allowed,  in  any  instance, 
would  it  not  be  more  wise  to  retiun  them  ber& 
where  a  spirit  of  liberality,  and  yet  a  sound 
discretion,  may  be  exercised  in  each  particular 
case,  according  to  its  circnnutanoes,  than  to 
give  thsm  a  direction  anywhere  else,  accom- 
panied by  instructions  which  it  was  admitted 
might  lead,  and  whicti,  in  bis  humble  judg- 
ment, wonld  inevitably  lead,  to  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  many  unjnst  claims  ? 

Again,  the  e<mimittee  say : 

"  If  there  la  any  ap^ehsndm  (hat  (he  prin^ples 
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liere  decUred  are  too  liberal,  it  most  be  recollected 
that  the  tendency  of  legialaUon  for  indindual  chums 
is  constantlr  to  enlarge  the  baala  of  right;  while 
the  effect  of  transferring  them  to  another  tribunal, 
mora  judicial  in  its  character,  will  probably  be  to 
retain  that  bads  esseotiallj  within  the  limits  fixed 
at  moment  <rf  transfer.  If,  therefbre,  it  should 
be  supposed,  or  even  admitted,  that  the  princij^ 
aoserted  in  the  bill  ara  more  liberal  thaa  the  {ffes- 
ent  practice  of  Congress,  it  may.  be  coondered  cei^ 
tain  that,  in  its  continoed  action,  tbey  would  won 
be  snrpaued  in  liberality." 

That  is,  if  ve  are  acting  upon  too  liberal 
principles — too  much  upon  presumption — ^we 
had  better  at  once  se&d  ont  these  presamptions 
to  be  the  gaide  of  others  than  longer  to  trast 
onrselves.  "Why  ?  Because  "  the  tendency  of 
legislation  for  Indiridnal  claims  is  constantly 
to  enlarge  the  ba^  of  right ;  '*  and  we  are  in 
danger  of  being  further  m>m  those  principles 
which  Bhoold  gOTem  prudent  legators,  watch- 
fol  (rf'the  interest  of  uumq  whom  they  represent 
aa  they  wonld  be  of  their  own,  than  we  now 
are^  Mr.  P.  sud.  however  just  this  might  be 
in  point  of  Oct,  he  was  not  yet  prepared  to 
admit  it  as  principle  of  action ;  and,  while  no 
one  wonld  lend  his  snnKHrt  more  readily  to  any 
claim  t^at  might  come  here  sustained  by  proper 
eridenee,  he  trusted  the  oorreotaieas  <i  mch  a 
proportion  might  never  find  sapport  in  any 
Tote  <tf  his. 

Speaking  of  the  operation  of  the  Bmitation 
acts,  the  committee  say  forUier : 

"  Dtivea  from  the  ordinary  means  of  redress,  in- 
dividual  cl^monts,  from  time  to  time,  resorted  to 
CoQgreas  for  relief.  At  first,  it  m&y  bare  been  a 
matter  of  consideration  and  of  serious  question 
whether  relief  should  be  aSbrded  after  the  limita- 
tlon  had  expired,  and  the  party  was  at  least  held  to 
account  for  hia  delay ;  but  in  process  of  time,  it 
became,  as  it  now  is,  a  matter  of  course  to  grant 
relief  Is  erery  case  in  which  the  daimant  brings 
himaelf^  by  proof^  within  the  terms  of  the  resolu- 
tions  on  wluch  the  claim  is  founded,  and  has  not 
been  already  paid." 

Kr.  P.  trusted  that  wrong  practice  and  pre- 
cedent founded  in  error  were  not  to  be  r^firded 
as  gnides  here.  He  solemnly  believed  that,  if 
precedent  and  practice  were  to  -be  relied  upon, 
gentlemen  might  readily  find  justification  for 
going  almost  any  length  in  any.  direction. 

In  the  case  before  the  House,  it  was  so  exceed- 
ingly probable  that  all  claims  founded  in  right 
were  adjusted,  and  so  fiillible  and  uncertain  was 
hnman  testinumy,  after  a  lapse  of  fifty  years, 
fbat  be  bad  no  neidtation  in  declaring  it  was 
hia  firm  conviction  that  the  former  course  was 
the  proper  one ;  and  that  applicantc^  who  came 
in  after  exteudcoi  act  of  1793,  should  always 
have  been  held  to  acooont  for  tiieir  delay.  It 
-was  not,  of  course,  intended  to  give  commuta- 
tion to  those,  or  the  heirs  of  those,  who  received 
certificates  in  1784,  or  who  have,  at  lav  time 
since,  under  any  oironmstaneea,  reotived  oom- 
matati<». 

Before  exMnining  more  partionlariy  the  pro- 
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sumptions  which  this  bill  directs  the  Secretary 
to  assume,  let  us  condder,  for  a  moment,  what 
are  the  natural  presumptions  in  the  case.  The 
commutation  provided  for  by  the  resolution  of 
1788  was  origmally  directed  to  be  at^nsted  by 
commiarioners,  or  other  accounting  officers,  ap- 
pointed by  OoDgress ;  &ni  it  was  supposed  that 
certificates  were  almost  imiversally  granted  in 
1784.  Why  should  it  not  have  been  so  1  They 
were  rea^,  upon  appUoation  and  the  prodnotioa 
of  the  proper  evidence ;  and  he  put  it  to  tbe 
House,  whether  tbe  provisions  of  that  resolu- 
tion, and  tbe  rights  acorn ing  under  it,  consider- 
ing the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
passed,  upon  the  application  of  the  officers 
themselves,  must  not  have  been  known  to 
every  officer  living  within  the  limits  of  tbe 
United  States?  Mr.  P.  thought  it  utterly  in- 
credible that  it  should  have  been  otherwise. 
Whenever  there  had  been  any  action  upon  the 
snl^ect  of  pensions,  in  later  times,  what  period 
h^d  elf^sed  before  that  action,  whether  &vor- 
abte  or  unfiivorable,  and  almost  every  particular 
attending  it,  had,  through  one  channel  or  an- 
other, rMched  the  humble  dwdling  of  werj 
survivor  of  that  noble  band  I  upon  the 
supposition  that,  from  their  remote  situation 
from  the  accounting  officers,  some  might,  by 
poBsibili^,  have  been  precluded  from  obtaining 
their  rights,  an  act  was  passed  on  the  27th  ^ 
March,  1792,  suspen^g  the  operation  of  the 
limitation  acts  for  two  years ;  and,  under  this 
extension,  remuning  claims,  or  such  as  were 
presented,  were  a^jtuted  at  the  Treasury  De- 
,  partment,  by  what  were  then  termed  "  certifi- 
cates of  registered  debt."  Again,  he  inquired 
whether  it  was  within  the  bounds  of  reasonable 
probability  that  any  oldms  were  held  up  after 
this  period,  if  they  were  ever  intended  to  be 
enibroed?  Sir,  said  Ur.  P.,  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered that,  during  all  this  time,  it  was  not, 
as  it  unfortunatel:r  now  is.  There  were  hosts 
of  living  witness#  among  the  officers  witii 
whom  the  claimants  served,  and  the  8<ddiers 
whom  they  commanded.  Nor  is  tbe  advantage 
which  the  officer  had,  from  his  position  over 
the  private  soldier,  of  proving  every  particular 
connected  with  his  service,  and  its  duration,  to 
be  overlooked.  Men  engaged  in  the  same  great 
cause,  and  serving  in  the  same  camp,  were  no 
strangers  to  each  other ;  never,  perhaps,  was 
there  a  band  bound  together  by  such  ties  of 
affeotion,  intimacy,  aaa  confidence.  Genius, 
honor,  and  unshaken  valor  then  went  hand  in 
hand,  md  were  in  «erelBe,  not  from  low  con- 
siderationa  of  personal  amrandizement^  bat  to 
vindicate  a  nation's  rights.  The  links  that 
hound  men  together  at  that  day  exbt  not  now. 
Their  intimacies  and  their  friendship  were  those 
wbic^  perhape,  from  our  ver^  natures,  can 
only  spnng  up  and  fiourish  amidst  the  mutual 
dangers  and  privations  of  a  camp.  At  the 
period  of  which  he  spoke,  every  incident  of  the 
exciting  and  eventful  sti^iggle  through  wliioh 
tiiey  bad  just  passed,  must  have  been  fresh  and 
ymd  bL  the  recolleotitni  ot  all:  nothing  need 
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then  have  'heea  left  to  doubt,  nothing  to  pre- 
tnmption.  Bat  this  is  not  all.  From  1794, 
down  to  this  honr,  there  had  been  the  same 
opportunity  to  obtain  equitable  rights,  by  appli- 
cation to  Congress,  that  exists  at  present 

With  these  facts  before  as,  said  Mr.  P.,  if 
the  natural  presumption  be  not  that  all  just 
claims  have  been  satisfied,  accordiog  to  the 

Sovisions  of  the  resolution  of  1783,  be  oon- 
md  that  the  concloaons  at  which  he  had 
arrvTed  were  dngularly  erroneous.  The  House 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  the 
Talne  of  the  certificBtes ;  they  were,  without 
doubt,  nearly  valueless  in  the  hands  of  a  lai^ 
portion  at  tiie  ori^nal  holders.  This  subject 
was  most  satisfactorily  discussed  in  the  able 
and  elaborate  reports  made  to  both  Houses  at 
Uie  first  session  of  the  twenty-first  Congress, 
when  the  act  was  passed  providing  for  the 
officers  who  were  entitled  to  half-pay  by  the 
resolve  of  1760,  and  for  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers  who  enlisted  for,  and  served 
to,  the  close  of  the  war.  The  views  taken  in 
these  reports  were  interesting  and  iostraotive 
npon  this  snl^ect.  Bnt  he  was  0(Huidering  what 
was  the  natural  presumption  as  to  commutation 
rights  still  existing ;  and,  if  his  views  were  in 
any  tolerable  degroe  correct,  it  was  diametri- 
oaUy  opposed  to  the  legal  presumption  to  be 
establisned  by  the  passage  of  this  bfU. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  P.,  we  are  told  that  the 
evidence  of  records  is  ezceediogly  imperfect, 
and  I  assure  the  House  that  such  is  the  fact  to 
a  mnch  greater  extent  than  I  had  sQpposed, 
before  applying  to  the  department  for  informa- 
tion. The  muster-rolls  hsid.  been  almost  entirely 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  all  the  records,  from 
various  casualties,  were  broken ;  but  this  defi- 
ciency oi  record  evidence  was,  in  his  estimation, 
much  more  the  misfortune  of  the  Government 
than  of  the  cldmanta,  who  came  here  after  the 
lapse  of  fifty  years.  But  pas^our  presumptions, 
sir,  said  he,  and  you  will  mve  little  occasion 
for  evidence.  It  is  said  that  the  rules  whic^ 
are  to  be  regarded  as  fixed  principles  by  the 
department,  urovided  this  bill  pass,  are  the 
same  which  tne  ccnnmittee  have  adopted  in  the 
investigation  of  clums  coming  before  them. 
If  so,  and  they  accorded  with  the  sentiments 
of  the  House,  he  confessed  it  was  a  matter  of 
very  little  consequence  whether  they  were 
applied  here  or  elsewhere ;  and  he  was  happy 
that  the  bill  had  been  reported,  that  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House  might  be  d^berately  and 
nnderatandingly  exprened  upon  the  propriety 
of  their  adoption.  Sir,  sda  Mr.  P.,  will  not 
their  (^ration  be  that  of  a  new  law  npon  the 
snl^eot  of  commutation?  Look  at  the  first 
presnmption  of  the  bill ;  it  has  the  advantage 
<rf  being  plain;  there  la  no  ambtgi^  about  It 

"  tt  being  established  that  an  ofUoer  of  the  cniU- 
nental  line  was  in  service  u  soch  on  the  2lBt  of 
Octc^er,  ITSO,  and  until  the  new  arrangement  of 
the  army  provided  for  by  the  resolution  of  that 
data  was  eBbcted,  he  sh^  be  presomed,  unless  it 
^war  that  he  was  ^en  retained  bn  aerrice,  to  have 
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been  reduced  by  that  amuigeswnt,  and  theiefora 
entiUed  to  half-pay  for  life,  or  the  commntatton  in 

lieu  of  it.** 

The  07UU  prdbandi  was  shifted ;  the  burden 
of  proof  was  not  left  where  it  was  intended  it 
should  rest — with  the  claimant,  bnt  it  was 
thrown  npon  Government  He  presumed  it 
was  not  expected  that  the  Government  would 
send  a^nts  abroad  to  obtain  negative  evidence 
firom  hvin^  witnesses.  How,  then,  was  it  to 
be  shown,  in  the  preeent  impeifeot  state  of  the 
records,  that  an  officer  was  not  reduced,  and 
did  v<dantarily  leave  the  service!  The  effect 
of  such  instraotifnis  would  virtually  be  to  {^ve 
commntation  to  all  who  were  in  service  on  the 
Slst  of  October,  1760,  and  until  the  new  arrange- 
ment was  efi'ected,  instead  of  to  those  .only  who 
were  actually  reduced,  as  was  ori^oally  con- 
templated. He  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  second  presumption : 

"  2d.  A  continental  oEBcer,  proved  to  have  re- 
mained in  service  after  the  ammgement  of  the  army 
Under  said  resolution  of  October,  1780,  shall  be 
presumed  to  have  served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  or 
to  have  retired  entitled  to  half-pay  for  life,  onlees 
it  appear  that  he  died  in  the  service,  or  resigned, 
or  was  dismiaasd,  or  vohutarily  abandoned  an 
actual  conunand  in  the  servioe  of  the  United 
States.** 

This,  also,  mamfeslly  made  new  providon; 
granting  commutation  to  those  who  were  in 
service  after  the  new  arransement  in  1780, 
Instead  of  to  those  who  actusLQy  served  to  tiie 
close  of  the  war ;  for,  in  the  state  of  record 
evidence,  as  declared  by  the  committee,  how 
was  it  possible  for  the  Government  to  prove, 
in  very  many  instances,  that  the  olumant  or 
the  ancestor  of  the  present  daimant  "died 
in  the  service,  or  resigned,  or  was  dismissed,  oc 
Tolnntaiily  abandoned  a  ctnnmand  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  t "  There  was  no  posrible 
means  of  doing  it.  Mr.  P.  would  pursue  the 
subject  no  farther.  If  there  was  no  fallacy  in 
these  prenuses,  and  Qie  conolnsions  were  lejQti- 
mate,  they  were  sufficient  for  his  purpose.  The 
House  would  not  think  of  passing  the  bill  in 
its  present  shape.  He  ought  not  longer  to  ask 
the  attention  of  gentlemen,  for  which  he  was 
already  under  great  obligation.  Such  were 
some  of  the  ejections  to  the  bill  that  had 
occurred  to  Mr.  P.,  and  thus  mnch  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  say.  For  the  committee  making 
the  report  he  entwt^uied  Hie  highest  reqieotj 
and  he  bdieved  that  be  was  no  lees  di^osed 
than  they  were  to  grant)  to  the  uttermost  ftr- 
thing,  all  that  was  due  to  revolutionary  officers 
or  their  heirs.  But,  said  Mr.  P.,  pass  this 
bill,  and  you  will  do  great  injustice  to  the 
country ;  you  will  mue  a  most  exhausting 
draft  upon  your  treasury,  to  answer,  it  may  be^ 
some  equitable  dums  that  may  as  well  be  liqui- 
dated without  it ;  and  you  will,  it  is  morally 
certain,  be  compelled,  under  it,  to  acknowled^ 
a  vast  number  which  have  no  foundation  m 

Citice  —  no  foundation  anywhere,  except  in 
t  reowds  and  Tiolent  preramptioos. 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


m 


Haws,  1884.] 


Fbidat,  Febraary  28. 
Jteduetim  of  Seveme. 
Ut.  Hjlll,  of  North  Oarollna,  offered  the  fol- 
loTing  resolution : 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Wa^  aod  Means 
be  inatnicted  to  inquire  ioto  tbe  expediency  of  re* 
porting  a  plan,  accompanied  by  a  liiu,  to  reduce  the 
revenue  to  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Govem- 
ment. 

Ur.  Stewart  moved  tbe  qaestion  of  con- 
sideration. 

Hr.  HoDuFTiE  requested  Ikfr.  S.  to  withdraw 
his  motion ;  bat  he  declined  doin?  so. 

Hr,  CoNNOB  then  demanded  Uie  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  preliminary  qaestion  of  consider' 
ation ;  which  wore  ordered,  and  taken  as  fol- 
lows: 

Teas. — ^Uessrs.  Archer,  Barringer,  John  Blair, 
Bockee,  Boon,  BrifgB,  Bunch,  Bjnum,  Cage,  Cam- 
breleng,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chinn,  Claiborne,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Connor,  Deberrr,  Dennis,  Dickinson,  Dun- 
can, Dunlap,  Ewing,  telder.  Forester,  Fowler, 
Fhilo  C.  Fuller,  Gamble,  Qholson,  Gordon,  Gray- 
son, Griffin,  T.  H.  Hall,  Hannegan,  Hawkins,  Hawes, 
Heister,  Hubbard,  luge,  K.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson, 
Einnard,  Luke,  Lea,  Lewis,  Lovall,  Lucas,  Hardia, 
John  T.  Mason,  HcDuffle,  McKay,  McEim,  McKin- 
ley,  R  Mitchell,  Fatton.  Peyton,  Rnckney,  Polk, 
Bencher,  Schley,  W.  B.  Shepard,  C.  Slade,  Speight, 
Sundifer,  Stoddert,  William  P.  Taylor,  Thomson, 
Wayne,  C  F.  White,  Wilde— 69. 

NAT8.~Mes8r8.  J.  Q.  Adams,  J.  Adams,  H. 
Allen,  J.  J.  Allen,  C.  Allan,  W.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Ashley,  Banks,  Barber,  Bamits,  Baylies,  Beale, 
Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont,  J.  M.  Bell,  Binney,  : 
Brown,  Bnll,  Burges,  Buns,  Carr,  Clwmbeta,  ChU- 
ton,  ChoatOiWiUiam  Clark,  downey,  Corwio,  Coul- 
ter, Cramer,  Crane,  Crockett,  Day,  DeoUng,  Dick- 
son, Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  Fill- 
more, Foot,  William  K.  Fuller,  Fulton,  GOlet, 
Grennell,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer,  Hard, 
Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hariison,  Hathaway,  Hazel- . 
tine,  Heath,  Henderson,  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  A. ' 
Huntington,  Jarvia,  Benjamin  Jones,  Lane,  Lannng, 
Laporte,  Lay,  Leavitt,  Love,  Lytle,  AbMah  Mann, 
J.  E.  Mann,  Moses  Mason,  McCarty,  McComas, 
Mclutire,  McEennan,  McLene,  McTean,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Milligan,  H.  Mitchell,  Osgood,  Page,  Park^ 
Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Fninkhn  Pierce, 
Pierson,  Potts,  Bamiay,  Reed,  Schenck,  Shinn, 
Smith,  Spanglsr,  Stewart,  Sutherland,  William  Tay- 
lor, F.  Thomas,  Turner,  Turrill,  Treedy,  Vance, 
Tanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wat- 
noagh,  Webster,  Wballon,  E.  D.  White,  Frederick 
WhitUeseyll,  Eeha  Whittlesey,  Wilaim,  Yooog-- 
115. 

Bo  the  Honse  refused  to  oonsider  the  resoln- 
tion. 


TtJXSDAT,  March  4. 

SeiMoal  of  the  Depotitt — Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee qf  Waya  and  Meant. 

Hr.  Polk,  from  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  aod 
MosDs,  to  which  bad  been  refined  the  letter 
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of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  giving  his 
reasons  for  withdrawing  tiie  public  deposits 
from  the  Bank  of  the  tLoited  States ;  tiie  me- 
morial of  the  bank,  and  various  other  papers 
on  the  eame  general  subject,  made  a  report ;  he 
moved  that  it  be  printed,  and  its  consideratUai 
be  postponed  to  to-morrow  week, 

Mr.  CLA.T  called  for  the  reading  of  tbe  report. 

Mr.  HoDdffis  objected. 

The  Chaib  decided  that  it  was  the  right  of  a 
member  to  have  any  paper  read  when  first 
presented  to  the  House. 

Ur.  Out  add  that  he  wished  the  reading, 
beoaoae  he  meant  to  follow  it  by  a  moUon  fm 
[Hinting  an  extra  number  of  ooines  of  re- 
port 

Mr.  Habdik  said  he  wonld  vote  for  the  extra 
number  without  the  reading. 

The  Chaib  stated  the  grounds  on  which  he 
had  decided  that  the  reading  was  of  right, 
when  called  for  by  a  member  of  the  House. 
He  add  that  the  member  from  Alabama  (Mr. 
Cut)  had  a  right  to  have  the  report  read  be- 
fore he  could  be  required  to  vote,  and  that  it 
was  not  in  order  to  move  to  dispense  with  the 
reading,  nor  in  the  power  of  the  majority  of  the 
Honse  80  to  direct,  u  persifltedin  by  any  member 
oftheHonse.  Themlewhiohdedarostiiatjwhen 
the  reading  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and  the 
same  ia  objected  to^  tnat  the  House  sluUI  deter- 
mine by  a  vote  whether  it  is  to  be  read  or  not, 
dues  not  apply  to  the  case  of  a  paper  first  pre- 
sented for  toe  consideration  and  action  of  the 
House.  That  rule  was  adopted,  no  doubt  in 
consequence  of  its  having  been  supposed  tnat 
this  right  of  a  member  to  have  a  paper  read  for 
information,  extended  to  all  papers  which  were 
on  the  table,  or  in  the  possession  of  the  House, 
and  on  which  the  House  might  have  passed. 
To  fgaard.  uumt  liie  delay  and  inconvenienoe 
whioh  womd  have  arisen  from  tlw  exsnitat 
of  such  a  right,  the  forty-second  rule  was 
adopted, 

Tnat  rule,  however,  is  only  applicable,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair,  to  papers  upon  the  tabl^ 
or  in  possession  of  the  House,  and  does  not 
ply  to  papers  first  presented  to  the  House,  and 
on  which  its  action  is  to  be  had.  When  any 
paper  is  thus  presented  for  the  first  time,  in  the 
Dusmeas  and  proceedings  of  the  House,  any 
member  has  a  right  to  have  it  read  throngh 
once  at  the  table  Wore  he  can  be  compeUed  to 

S've  any  opinion  or  vote  in  reladon  to  it ;  but, 
iving  been  once  read,  it  la,  like  every  other 
p^ier  that  belongs  to  the  Hocse,  to  be  moved 
to  be  read,  if  again  desired ;  and,  if  objection 
be  made,  the  sense  of  the  Honse  is  to  he  taken 
by  the  Chair,  This  is  an  important  right  to 
each  individual  member,  one  of  the  few  that 
can  be  exercised  by  him  against  the  opinion  of 
the  House,  and  which  no  majority  can,  as  the 
law  now  is,  deprive  him  of.  It  has  been  so  re- 
garded, and  held  saored,  by  the  individual  who 
fills  the  Chair,  and  he  has  been  sustuned  by 
the  practice  and  decision  of  the  House,  hi 
1803  the  qoestikni  was  first  r^sed,  in  relation  to 
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a  oommanioation  from  the  then  Seoretar7  of 
War :  a  motion  having  been  made  to  dispense 
iritfa  the  reading  of  it,  was  decided,  by  Mr. 
Speaker  Macon,  to  be  out  of  order,  (no  donht 
for  the  reasons  now  stated,  thoogh  that  does 
not  appev,)  and  approved  bj  a  vote  of  more 
than  foor  to  one.  A  difference  of  opioion  had 
probablj  arisen  on  the  subject,  the  Speaker 
s^d,  in  eoDsequenoe  of  l^e  mlea  as  laid>  down 
in  the  Manoal.  The  anthoritj  of  Hotzel,  which 
Hr.  Jeflbrson  referred  to  afl  jostifyiog  the  mle, 
had  been  entirely  miaapprehended.  The  prac- 
tioa  of  the  Honee  of  Oommona  certainly,  since 
the  time  of  Mr.  Onslow,  was  in  accordance 
with  the  dedsl(Hi  now  made,  and  the  light  in 
qaestion  he  had  ever  remrded  as  one  ^hly 
important  to  each  indiviaiul  member  of  this 
Honse. 

The  report  mnat  therefore  be  read,  if  derired 
by  the  member  fh>m  Alabama. 

The  Honse  acqniesced  in  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  and  the  paper  was  read. 

The  reading  of  the  report  was  then  com- 
menced, and  had  proceeded  some  time,  when 

Mr.  Out,  stating  it  to  be  bis  onderstanding 
that  no  ot^ection  wonid  be  made  to  the  printing 
ot  u  extra  nnmher  of  the  r^wrt,  withmw  bis 
call  for  the  rea^g ;  and  it  wn  tfaerenpon  sns- 
pended ;  bat,  at  tiae  request  <^  a  member,  the 
reeolotions  with  wUoh  the  r0p<ni  doaed  were 
read,  as  follows ; 

1.  Ruolvedt  That  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
ought  not  to  be  rechartered. 

S.  Hesolved,  That  the  public  deports  ought  not 
to  be  restored  to  Uie  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

8.  Retolvedy  TiiMX  the  State  banks  ought  to  be 
continued  as  the  places  of  depont  of  &ts  public 
money,  and  that  it  is  expedient  for  Congreaa  to 
make  further  provision  by  law,  prescribing  the 
mode  of  selectioo,  the  seemUes  to  be  taken,  and 
the  manner  and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be 
employed. 

4.  Jtaolvedf  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertuning, 
as  br  as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commercial 
embarrassment  and  distress  complained  of  by  nu< 
meroua  eitUena  of  the  United  States,  in  sundry  me- 
morials which  have  been  presented  to  Congress  at 
the  present  oesrion,  and  of  mquiring  whether  the 
charter  oi  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  been 
violated ;  and,  also,  what  corruptions  and  abuses 
have  existed  in  Its  management ;  whether  it  has 
used  its  corporate  power  or  money  to  control  the 
press  to  interfere  In  politics,  or  infinenoe  eleeUons; 
and  whether  U  has  had  any  agency,  throngh  its 
management  or  money,  in  prododng  the  ezistiDg 
pressure ;  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
spect  the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedbgs 
of  the  B^d  hank,  who  sliall  report  whether  the  pro- 
visions of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not; 
and,  also,  what  abuses,  corruptions,  or  mal-practicea 
have  existed  in  the  management  of  said  bank ;  and 
that  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  send  for 
pefwms  and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine 
witnesses,  on  oath,  and  to  examine  Into  die  affairs 
of  the  sud  bank  and  branches;  and  they  are 
further  authorized  to  visit  the  principal  bank,  or  any 
of  its  branches,  for  the  pnrpose  of  InspeeUng  the 
bocAi,  correspondence,  aooounti,  and  other  papen ' 


[HABca,  18M. 

connected  with  its  management  or  business;  and 
that  the  said  conmiittee  be  required  to  report  the  re- 
sult of  such  investigation,  together  with  the  evidence 
they  may  take,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

The  qoestlon  was  pnt  on  the  postponement 
and  earned ;  and  the  report  was  ordtted  to  be 

prioted- 

Mr.  BnniBT  presented  to  the  House  a  i^<»t 
from  the  minority  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  the  eame  sabject,  and  moved  that 
it  receive  the  same  deetiuation  with  the  last 
paper ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Out  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies  of 
both  reports  he  printed. 

Mr.  Haix,  of  Maine,  moved  16,000 ;  whidi 
number  was  agreed  to. 


'Wkdkisdjlt,  March  H. 

Levi  Lincoln,  member  elect  from  Massaoho- 
setts,  coming  to  fill  tiie  vaoancy  caused  by  the 
resignation  « Jouar  Datu,  appeared,  was  sworn, 
and  took  his  seat. 


Satdsdat,  March  16. 
Fureha$»  qfBoolt/or  Membm. 

Mr.  Speioht  moved  the  suspension  of  the  rale, 
in  cffder  to  take  np  a  joint  reeolntion  relativo 
to  the  purchase  of  certam  books.   Agreed  to. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  a  joint 
reeolntion  for  the  purchase  of  certain  books^ 
the  question  being  on  an  amendment  reported 
from  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  for  tli«  pnr^ 
chase  of  additional  copies  of  Gales  &  Baatoit's 
Debates, 

Mr.  FosTBB  Bald  that  when  the  subject  was 
up  formerly,  he  stated  that  he  would  endeavor 
to  cause  our  oonstitiients  to  be  informed  of  tha 
amount  of  money  whidi  we  appropriated  to 
ooraelves.  He  wished  to  have  a  law  providing 
what  books  we  should  pnrohase,  and  stating 
what  sums  we  should  appropriate  for  them. 
He  was  willing  to  bny  G^es  &  Seaton's  nine 
volumes,  and  Elliot's  book,  and  Gibbon's  De- 
oUne  and  Fall  of  the  Boman  Empire,  and 
Hume's  England,  and  Kent's  Oommentariea,  Ac, 
pay  for  them  out  of  a  certain  and  Umitod  oon- 
tii^nt  fund,  as  &r  as  it  goes,  and  paying  the 
balance  out  of  our  own  pay.  Some  one  onoe 
asked  whether  members  who  opposed  these  mp- 
propriations  received  the  books.  He  replied  to 
the  question  that  be  did  receive  them.  Bnt^ 
if  the  House  wonld  leave  the  money  in  the 
Treasury  instead  of  appropriating  it  to  the  eoor 
tingent  fimd,  he  would  snfbr  the  books  to  re- 
main on  the  printer's  Selves.  He  then  moved 
that  the  resolution  be  recommitted  to  the  Oom- 
mittee on  the  Library,  with  instrootions  to  in- 
qnlre  and  report  what  books  ought  to  be  par^ 
chased,  and  the  amount  which  they  will  cost. 

Mr.  Adams  bad  no  objection  to  the  object  of 
the  inquiry,  but  he  wisned  to  have  a  bill,  in- 
stead of  a  jcont  resolnticm,  reported.  He  eon* 
ouved  that  Uie  reeoliitifm,  aa  it  stood,  was  nn- 
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constitntiouaL  His  objection  vaa  not  to  the 
object  but  to  the  form  of  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  FosTXB  sud  that,  as  the  membOTs  would 
not,  he  hoped,  be  nnwUling  to  record  their 
names  npon  a  qnestion  whether  the  people 
should  be  informed  of  the  amoont  of  money 
which  we  appropriate  to  onrseWea,  he  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  qnestion. 

The  Honse  refosed  to  order  the  yeas  and 
nays,  twenty-fonr  only  rising  In  the  afBrmatire. 

Mr.  Fobtsb's  motion  to  recommit  was  re- 
jected, thirty-seven  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

]£r.  FosTHB  sud  he  was  only  sorry  that  the 
tbirty-serea  members  hadnot  voted  for  the  call 
of  the  yeas  and  naj^ 

The  amendment  of  the  Oommittee  of  the 
"Whole  was  concurred  in. 

Hr.  Speioht  then  offered  his  amendment. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  opposed  the  amendment 
and  resolution.  The  constitntion,  he  szud,  de- 
clared that  no  money  should  be  drawn  from 
the  treasury  but  in  consequence  of  an  appro- 
priation by  law.  Nothing  could  become  a  law 
but  that  which  was  introduced  in  the  form  of  a 
bill.  Every  bill,  before  it  shall  become  a  law, 
must  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  his  ^iproral  and  signatare. 
This,  said  Ur.  A.,  is  the  first  instance  of  an 
attempt  to  appropriate  money  by  joint  resolu- 
tion. There  was  not  a  single  instance  of  the 
kind  on  the  statnte  books.  If  Uie  reeolation 
passed,  he  hoped  the  q>pn^iat3oa  would  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  Speioht  would  ask  if  the  gentleman 
means  to  say  that  no  appropriations  have  ever 
been  made  by  resolution.  He  wonld  refer  the 
gentleman  to  a  resolution  which  he  himsdf  in- 
troduced, at  tiie  commencement  of  the  seedon, 
for  the  pnrehase  of  the  bank  book. 

Mr.  Adams:  ^ere  was  no  apprc^riation  in 
that. 

Ibr.  Sfbioht  sabacribed  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
gentleman,  that  no  money  can  be  appropriated 
oowt  by  law.  What  is  law  t  The  expression 
of  the  will  of  the  Lef^slatnre,  in  joint  resoln- 
tioD,  waa  an  ezpressicai  of  that  will,  and  had 
all  ^e  sanction  of  law.  He  was  surprised  to 
hear  the  gentleman  assert  that  no  appropria- 
tions had  ever  been  made  by  joint  resolution ; 
appropriations  had  been  often  made  indirectly, 
and  he  believed  directly,  by  resolution ;  and  he 
could  point  out  to  the  gentleman  a  joint  reso- 
lution of  this  kind,  whidi  he  hinuelf  sanctioned 
daring  his  administraticai. 

Ur.  Adahs  :  I  would  be  glad  if  the  gentle* 
man  would  show  it. 

Hr.  Sraaar  had  but  one  motive  in  offining 
hift  amendment ;  it  waa  to  pnt  the  new  mem- 
bera  on  the  footing  with  the  tM  members,  in 
respect  to  being  furnished  with  books.  He 
proposed  to  furnish  the  new  members  with  the 
nine  volumes  of  the  Begister  of  Debates,  and 
the  old  members  with  the  last  volume.  He 
also  stated,  npon  the  authority  of  a  letter  from 
Hesars.  Gales  A;  Beaton,  that  this  wwk  mnst 
be  ^aowtinved,  for  want  of  pataranige^  nnlesa 


[H.0VB. 

the  patronage  of  Congress  should  be  continued 
to  it.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  8.  said,  that  unless 
we  got  books  for  the  new  members,  he  dionld 
propose  that  the  old  members  should  bring  all 
the  books  which  they  have  heretofore  leoeiTed, 
put  them  down  in  a  jnle,  and  divide  tiiem  among 
all  the  members, 

Mr.  FoBTKB :  I  will  join  you  in  that,  sir. 

Mr.  MoBcTTis  suggested  that  if  "  appropri- 
ated "  was  stricken  out  of  the  joint  resolution, 
it  might  obviate  the  objection  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Spkight'b  amendment  was  read  as  fol- 
lows: strike  out  after  res<dved,  and  insert  "that 
tiie  monbersof  the  present  Ocoigreas,  who  have 
not  heretofore  received  them,  be  supplied  by 
the  Clerk  with  the  same  boou  that  have  been 
ordered  to  be  famished  to  the  members  of  the 
last  Congress ;  together  with  complete  sets  of 
the  Begister  of  Debates,  to  the  9th  volume  in- 
clusive, and  that  such  members  of  the  last  Con- 
gress as  have  received  parts  of  the  Debates  be 
also  furnished  with  volumes  necessary  to  com- 
plete their  sets  to  the  9th  volome  inclusive ; 
and  that  the  expense  be  paid  out  d  the  contin- 
gent fund." 

ICr.  Polk,  for  one,  could  not  vote  for  the 
amendment,  because,  if  he  ^d,  he  wonld  there- 
by be  abandoning  the  great  principle  for  whicii 
he  had  always  oontended,  viz. :  that  the  Eonsa 
had  no  ri^t  to  use  their  contingent  fund  for 
snoh  pniiKweB,  or  cause  any  books  to  be  order- 
ed  or  paid  for  except  by  a  law  or  by  joint  reso- 
lution. He  would  state  that  he  was  not  op- 
posed, bnt,  on  the  contrary,  was  willing  to  vote 
that  the  new  members  should  receive  such 
books  as  had  been  voted  to  the  members  of  the 
last  Congress ;  but  he  could  not  give  the  former 
members  any  addition  to  what  they  had  already 
obtained. 

Mr.  Beaam  said  that  he  cofauided  in  the 
opinion  avowed  by  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee  as  to  the  principle  about  the  contin- 
gent fbnd;  but,  under  the  circumstances,  he 
considered  that  it  was  only  an  act  of  justice 
that  the  new  members  should  be  plaoed  on  a 
iimilar  footing  with  the  old ;  and  as  the  Senate 
^d  not  choose  to  come  to  the  House  for  a  Jmnt 
resolution  for  the  purchase  of  such  books  as 
they  desired,  he  would  not  go  to  them. 

Mr.  Pabsxb  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
He  Uiought  at  the  time  that  the  House  had  re- 
ceded from  their  disagreement  to  the  Senate*s 
amendment  to  the  Uouse  mirc^riation  bill, 
there  waa  an  understanding  that,  thenoefSorth, 
all  fotnre  purohasea  oi  books  ahould  be  i«ovided 
for  by  billa  for  that  pm^poae^  or  hf  a  joint  reso- 
lution of  both  Houses. 

Mr.  Babbinobb  rose  to  set  the  member  fnm 
New  Jersey  right  upon  this.  He  had  certunly 
not  supposed  mere  was  any  such  understanding. 
The  Senate,  so  fiflr  from  having  it,  had,  by  their 
acts  soon  uter,  completely  negatived  the  idea 
that  there  was  any  understanding  of  the  kind ; 
for  they  had  supplied  themselves  with  books 
withont  regarding  the  di^odtim  of  the  Hooae 
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on  the  Bnbject.  The  resolution,  aa  amended, 
therefore,  onlj  authorized  that  to  be  done  bj 
the  House  which  the  Senate  had  alreadj  done 
for  themselves, 

Mr.  Jakvis  called  for  the  reading  of  the  clause 
In  the  House  appropriation  lull  epeoifying  the 
items  for  which  the  contingent  fimd  was  to  he 
apt^ied. 

The  clause  was  read,  viz. :  "  grantbg  $160,- 
000  for  printing,  stationery,  &c.,  to  be  appliad 
for  no  other  purpose,"   After  which, 

Mr.  FiNCKKBT  stud,  although  he  differed  in 
opinion  with  the  member  fl-om  North  Carolina, 
(Mr,  Speight,)  that  a  law  and  joint  resolutions 
were  similar,  yet  it  was  perfectly  immaterial  to 
him  by  which  mode  the  House  should  make 
the  appropriation ;  for  his  objection  was  to  the 
principle,  that  they  oonld  appropriate  for  the 
purchase  of  books  at  all.  He  considered  this 
an  appropriation  of  the  people's  money  for  the 
private  use  of  the  members ;  as  such  it  was  un- 
omatitntionalf  and  fbr  which,  if  they  were  jos- 
tified  in  appropriatinft  they  might  just  as  well 
appropriate  for  th^  private  uses  aU  the  funds 
in  the  treasnry.  He  had  another  ol^jeotion  to 
this.  The  House  were  called  on  to  vote  in  the 
dark,  without  knowing  the  amount  of  the  peo- 
ple's money  which  they  were  thus  going  to  dis- 
pose of  They  did  not  know — tney  refused 
even  to  inquire  whether  the  cost  of  these  books 
would  he  $8,000  or  $80,000 ;  and,  if  he  was 
correctly  informed,  the  amount  would  be  the 
latter.  He  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
people  to  the  quesUon  whether  the  House  had 
the  right  to  do  this ;  and  he  might,  at  the  same 
time,  mquire  If  he  had  not  the  right  to  avidl 
himself  of  that  «de^  although  he  woold  not 
make  the  ol^eotion,  that  members  diould  not 
vote  in  cases  in  which  they  were  intweated? 
He  moved  to  post|>one  the  resolution  indefinite- 
ly, and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  faia 
motion ;  which,  haviiw  been  ordered, 

Hr.  UoDumz  said  he  felt  bound  by  some 
feelings  of  paternity  to  say  something  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  resolution.  He  could  not  agree 
with  his  colleague  (Mr.  P.)  that  this  resolution 
made  an  appropriation  for  the  private  uses  of 
the  members,  or  that  it  was  unconstitutional  for 
the  House  to  vote  upon  questions  that  they  were 
interested  in.  He  womd  like  to  know,  if  the 
principle  held  ^od,  by  what  right  they  voted 
their  pay  ?  Votingfor  the  appropriation  of  $150,- 
000  for  their  contingent  Amd  to  pay  for  station- 
ery, pens,  knives,  Ac.,  might  be  termed  voting 
for  their  private  uses,  on  ue  same  principle.  He 
muntained  that  these  books  were  all-important 
to  the  members,  on  public  grounds,  to  give 
them  information  that  would  the  better  enable 
them  to  discharge  their  public  duties.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  works  could  not  be  proceeded 
with  without  the  aid.  of  Congress,  and,  in  voting 
for  the  works,  it  was  on  publfc  grounds  he  had 
done  so;  having  so  received  tnem,  he  never 
should  take  them  home,  intending  to  leave  them 
here  where  they  could  be  of  equal  advantage 
to  his  soocessors  at  they  had  been  to  hlmseS^ 
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and  he  could  have  desired  that  there  was  such 
an  obligation  inserted  when  the  resolution  was 
originally  introduced,  or  even  now,  that  sU 
books  should.be  left  in  the  library  for  the  bene- 
fit and  use  of  their  successors  in  Congress.  In 
order  to  obviate  the  objection  of  the  member 
from  Tennessee,  ^£r.  Pole,)  he  must  request 
the  mover  of  the  amendment  (Mr.  Spxiqht)  to 
modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  have  it  by  joint 
resolation,  and  to  strike  out  the  part  terming 
it  "  [q>propriate,"  which  would  also  obviate  the 
objections  of  the  member  from  Massachuaetttfi 
(Mr.  Adaus,) 

Mr.  Sfbioht  declined  making  any  alteration, 
in  consequence  of  the  conduct  pursued  on  this 
subject  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legi^ature. 
It  was  for  the  House,  if  they  thought  proper, 
to  reject  his  amendment,  and  they  might  tn«i 
pass  a  joint  resolution,  which  would  be  egnsJlj' 
satisfsotory  to  him. 

Mr.  Watnb  inquired  if  it  was  not  intended 
to  confine  the  action  of  the  resolution  to  the 
Houaeonlyf 

Mr.  Sfbiciht  replied,  such  was  his  intmtitHi. 

The  resolnticm  naving  been  read,  it  waa  so 
modified,  by  inserting  "  House  of  BeqpresmtA- 
tives." 

Mr.  J,  Q.  Adams  considered  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  MoDdfvis  the  most  advisable  course  to 
he  taken. 

The  question  on  the  amendment,  as  modified 
by  Mr.  Si>eioht,  was  then  put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
PiNOENBT,  to  postpone  indefinitely : 

Mr.  Poix  expressed  his  deep  regret  that  the 
House  were  about  to  abandcm  a  principle  fin* 
which  they  had  contended,  and  to  decide  that 
they  had  uie  right  to  use  thdr  contingent  ftand 
as  tiiey  thought  proper.  He  had  no  olijection 
to  the  purchase  of  any  books  that  should  be 
deemed  necessuy.  All  that  he  desired  was, 
that  tiie  purchase  should  be  made  in  pursuance 
of  a  specific  and  direct  law ;  not  by  applying 
indirectiy  to  attain  the  olyeot  by  means  of  the 
coatingent  fund,  which  he  maintained  it  waa 
nnconstitational  to  use  for  such  purposes.  The 
consequence  of  all  this  must  be,  that  the  con- 
tingent fund  would  be  exhausted,  and  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  defray  their  ordinary  ex- 
penses. He  conridered  the  whole  difficulty 
woold  have  been  obriated  if  tiie  member  tnm 
North  Oandina  (Mr.  BpuaBT)  had  consented  to 
the  prOTontion  to  make  it  a^int  resolution. 

j£c.  Wathz  said  he  should  have  preferred 
having  the  books  procured  by  a  Joint  resolu- 
tion of  both  Houses  for  that  purpose,  but  if 
they  were  not  to  be  procured  in  that  way,  he 
would  vote  for  the  amendment  to  obtain  Uiem. 
He  oonsidered  that  this  was  not  a  propositicMi 
to  purchase  books  for  the  private  uses,  of  the 
members,  or  fw  the  purchase  of  books  of  an 
ordinary  character.  No,  it  was  the  purchase 
of  what  had  been  done  under  the  permiasiou. 
if  not  under  the  authority,  of  Congress,  and 
whi<di  was  more  iUnstrative  of  their  past  pro- 
ceedings, more  neoessoty  to  assist  memben  in 
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the  ^soharge  of  their  pnblio  daties,  than  sdj 
c^er  work  that  coold  be  obtained.  He  con- 
Bidered  that  as  all  reports  of  their  proceediogs ; 
that  reporters  w^re  permitted  into  the  Hoose 
for  that  purpose  itj  their  aatfaority,  the  regis- 
ters of  debates  on  snbjects  that  came  up,  al- 
though not  in  the  form  of  a  record,  were  anb- 
■tantially  a  part  of  their  proceedings,  and  which 
were  highly  valuable,  as  well  for  the  present 
ose  of  the  members,  as  for  reference  hereafter, 
to  explain  to  posteritj  what  oonld  not  other- 
wise be  explained,  the  oronnds  npon  whlidi  on 
an  importaot  saMeeta  tae^  wereindnoed  to  act. 
The  question  had  ecnne  to  this,  that,  if  the^  did 
not  supply  thenuelTes  with  the  works  in  their 
separate  oapacitj,  it  appeared  thej  oonld  not 
have  them  at  all ;  for  tne  Senate  had  declared 
that  the  Honse  hod  no  right  to  interfere  with 
them  in  the  nse  of  their  contingent  fund  to 
make  snch  pnrohases  as  they  thonght  proper ; 
the  constitntionol  principle  of  teaching  it  for 
the  pnrchase  of  books  was  rejected. 

Ut.  Bbown  said,  it  was  with  some  reluctance 
he  rose  to  address  the  House ;  bnt,  as  he  should 
feel  himself  compelled  to  Tote  gainst  the  reso- 
Intton  in  its  present  form,  he  desired  to  state 
hia  reasons,  tnat  he  might  not  be  mlsnndw- 
stood.  It  mnst  be  manliest  to  all  who  had  lis- 
tened to  this  disons^OD,  or  looked  into  the  pre- 
tIoqs  action  of  Omgress  npon  this  snbjeot,  that 
a  limit  most  sooner  or  later  be  pnt  npon  the 
practice  heretofore  pursued  ckF  ftarnishtng  mem- 
bers with. books  at  the  public  expense.  'When 
this  reaolntion  was  first  introduced,  he  did  not 
suppose  it  was  intended  to  do  more  than  to 
place  the  new  members,  as  to  books,  upon  a 
footing  of  equalitj  with  the  old ;  and,  if  he  was 
not  mistaken,  it  not  only  did  this,  bat  also  |>ro- 
posed  to  grant  to  all  the  members,  Indiscrimi- 
nately, books  not  embraced  in  the  resolutions 
f^last  Gongress.  He  was  willing  HoA  as  mnoh 
should  be  done  for  the  new  members  in  this 
reroect  as  had  been  d(me  fbr  tiie  old,  and  he 
could  at  the  same  time  unite  his  regrets  with 
honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  practice  had  not, 
fh>m  its  commencement,  been  confined  exclu- 
^Tely  to  providing  books  for  the  use  of  mem- 
ben  only  during  the  time  they  rem^ed  in 
c^ce.  He  beg^  the  Hoose  to  look  at  the 
practice  as  applied  to  indiTidnals — himself  for 
instance.  Long  before  the  works  contemplated 
in  the  resolation  coold  be  published,  his  time 
of  office  would  expire,  and  tne  chances  were  aa 
ten  to  one  at  least,  that  he  never  would  come 
baek  again ;  indeed,  he  was  not  yet  pr«»red 
to  sar  he  wished  to  come  back;  the  books 
would  thm  become  hla  own  property:  and  his 
successor,  whoever  lie  might  be,  eonld  not  de- 
rive the  slightest  benefit  from  any  information 
they  contained.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution in  its  present  shape  npoil  another  groand. 
Upon  a  previous  occasion,  when  one  of  the  ap- 
propriation bills  was  under  consideration,  the 
House  dis^^reed  with  the  Senate,  and  he  twice 
TOted  (and  he  believed  rightiy)  to  set  a  limit 
upon  the  power  of  both  Honsee  OTer  the  oon- 
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tingent  ftind,  to  prevent  its  application  to  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  this  resolation.  He 
would  not  now  reverse  these  votes,  nor  would 
he,  under  the  name  of  the  contingent  expenses 
of  Congress,  make  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  bnt  would  prefer  that  they 
should  be  made  the  subjects  of  a  specific  ap- 
propriation. 

lir.  MoDwFix  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
viating what  he  considered  the  only  objection 
that  conld  be  to  the  resolution,  and  which  it 
was  in  their  power  to  do,  to  make  the  books 
pubUo  bistead  oi  private  property,  for  \rh\6h 
purpose  he  moved  the  fbUowing  amendment, 
viz, :  "  the  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth 
volumes  of  the  Register  of  Debates  to  be  de* 
posited  in  the  Library,  when  the  present  mem- 
bers retire,  for  the  nse  of  their  successors." 

Mr.  Yandbbposl  inquired  if  such  an  amend- 
ment was  in  order  when  there  was  a  motion  to 
postpone! 

The  Spbaxxb  replied  in  the  afBrmative,  and 
that  the  amendment  had  precedence  of  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone. 

l£r.  VnrroN'  objected  to  the  new  nriuciple 

Sroposed  by  the  amendment  submitted  by  Mr. 
[oDunn,  which  he  said  would  go  to  estaUish 
that  each  representative  had  no  oocanon  for 
the  information  cont^ed  in  these  or  other 
books  that  Congress  had  usnally  voted,  except 
at  the  seat  of  Qovemment.  He  considered 
that  every  member  paid  fully  to  his  constitu* 
ents  a  remuneration  for  the  value  of  the  books, 
by  answering  the  caUs  made  upon  them,  in  th^ 
representative  capacity,  for  information. 

Mr.  Wisx  spoke  in  favor  of  the  reaolntion, 
and  urged  the  claims  of  the  new  members  to  bo 
put  on  the  same  footing  with  the  old  members. 
But,  even  if  it  were  an  orijpnal  question,  he 
would  vote  for  the  purchase  of  such  books  as 
would  tend  to  enlighten  him  in  regard  to  the 
hist<»y  of  the  legislation  of  thia  Hoose.  "We^ 
sir,  said  he,  are,  at  home,  the  oraolee  of  our 
respective  neighborhoods.  To  ns  tiie  peo- 
ple look  for  information  in  regvd  to  the  busi- 
ness of  this  Honse.  As  a  new  member,  he  ex- 
pected to  acqnire  more  knowledge,  preparatory 
to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  here,  during  the 
recess  than  be  could  acquire  during  the  session, 
and  he  wished  to  carry  with  him  such  docu- 
ments as  were  necessary  to  his  instruction. 

The  qnestion  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
prop(Med  by  Mr.  MoDdtfjk,  and  rejected. 

Mr.  Mann,  of  New  York,  believed  that  the 
measure  proposed  was  wroi^  in  principle,  and 
in  [waotice.  Congress  could  not  properly  be* 
oome  the  great  ptrtron  of  pnUishera.  Is  it  tne 
that  tibia  IS  tho  work  on  which  the  derk  of 
this  House  gave  his  acceptances,  and  must  we 
now  redeem  those  acceptances?  He  trusted 
not.  If  the  work  could  not  be  supported  by 
the  patronage  of  the  public,  there  was  no  war 
to  prevent  it  from  going  down.  He  aolmowl- 
edged  that  it  was  an  important  work,  and 
should  be  very  sorry  to  see  it  discontinued. 
Bnt  lie  Toold  not  oonsent,  though  one  of  the 
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members  for  whose  benefit  the  resolution  was 
introduced,  to  pay  the  public  money  for  onr 
own  private  benefit.  The  member  from  Vir- 
ginia might  be  aasnred  that,  however  it  was  in 
VininiB,  there  were  no  oracles  in  New  York. 

mr.  Pole  »dd  he  woald  show  the  House  to 
what  extent  this  system  of  pensioning  publish- 
ers on  oar  contingent  fand  had  been  carried 
in  another  branch  of  Congress.  He  held  in 
bis  hand  a  statement  from  uie  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  showing  that,  duriog  the  last  year,  that 
body  voted  for  the  purchase  of  Gales  &  Seaton's 
Debates,  $1,940,  and  for  Dnff  Green's  Compila- 
tion of  the  Land  Laws,  &c.,  (1,600  copies,)  over 
$46,000,  and  other  sums  for  other  works.  He 
questioned  whether  any  member  of  the  Senate 
looked  at  the  amount  of  this  expenditure  at  the 
time  when  it  was  made.  The  same  was  the 
case  with  this  House.  He  wished  the  House 
to  understand  what  they  were  doing,  and  what 
they  were  likely  to  do.  We  bad  before  us  an 
example  of  the  Senate  for  the  purchasing  of 

I,  600  copies  of  a  work,  at  the  expense  of  946,- 
000,  to  be  paid  out  of  a  conluigent  fund  of 
$86,000. 

ICr.  LxNB  eud,  if  the  object  of  gentlemen  who 
had  occupied  the  floor  for  the  Isst  hour  in  op- 
position to  the  resolution,  bad  been  to  convince 
members  of  the  inezpedienoy  of  its  adoption,  he 
could  only  say,  so  »r  as  it  regarded  himself 
they  had  been  tmty  nnfortunate.  So  far  from 
having  heard  any  tiling  to  change,  his  first  im- 
pressions had  been  confirmed,  t£at  do  one  had 
contributed  more  largely  in  producing  that  in- 
sult than  his  honorable  ftiena  from  Tenneesee. 
(Mr.  Polk.) 

We  are  told  by  that  gentlranan  that  the  Sen- 
ate have,  by  a  similar  resolution,  qtpropriated 
upwards  of  $40,000  In  puroha^  books  for 
that  body. 

This  fact,  so  £ar  from  ^ving  t^e  dangerous 
tendency  of  the  resolution  for  which  it  has 
been  thrown  into  the  debate,  was  ooaclusive 
to  his  mind  of  not  only  the  propriety  of  its 
adoption,  but  of  its  necessity. 

If  the  Senate,  of  whose  integrity  and  intelli- 
gence he  entertained  the  most  exalted  opinion, 
composed  of  forty-eight  members,  hod  found 
It  necessary  for  a  full  and  fidthf^  disoliarge  d! 
IheSt  duties,  to  expend  that  sum,  how  much 
greater  the  necessity,  uid  with  how  much 
more  propriety  may  this  House,  composed  of 
two  hmidred  and  forty  members,  ^propriate 
from  the  same  fund,  for  a  similar  purpose,  the 
sum  of  $4,000  contemplated  by  the  resolntion. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  resolntion  in- 
definitely was  decided  in  the  negative— Yeas  80, 
nays  116. 

Mr.  Ohilton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  agreeing  to  the  resolntion  as 
amended  by  Mr.  SmoHt. 

The  House  refused  to  order  them,  and  the 
resolution,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 


[Mabcs,  1884. 

WXDmBDAT,  Sfaroh  S6. 
7U  JD^oriti  and  United  Statm  Bank. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideratjoa 
of  the  res61nti(Hia  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Sfoans,  togetlier  with  the  amuid- 
ment  sutmiitted  by  lb:.  WiLra,  dedariog  that 
the  rea8<ma  of  t^e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  fiir 
the  removal  of  the  depodts  are  npsatiafactaiy 
and  insufficient 

Mr.  SonuTj  of  Qeoi^  said:  Sir,  a  sort 
of  fiuititiouB  importance,  has  been  given  to 
the  whole  subject  now  under  comdderation, 
by  whioh  it  lias  been  magnified  to  a  nze  mora 
than  ten  times  greater  than  its  natural  dimen- 
sions, which  is  intended  and  calculated  to  have 
an  effect  upon  the  great  body  of  the  people^ 
who  have  not  the  means  of  knowing  tiie  tzuth 
of  the  matter,  unless  this  effect  can  be  oonnter- 
acted  by  tHWSutiiu:  the  fitots  ^iriy  before  the 
public  And  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I|vq;Km 
to  give  my  views  to  my  constituenta. 

And  why  has  sill  this  been  done?  It  is  be- 
cause the  opponents  of  the  administration  be- 
lieve that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  by  the 
power  of  its  money,  has  a  hold  on  the  pe^e; 
and  that  this  power,  being  made  to  operate  on 
themj  wlulst  the  bank  itself  is  held  up  here  by 
its  friends  ss  '*  a  bleeding  sacrifice,"  will  have 
the  effect  to  bring  to  the  allies  now  forming 
the  opposition  an  accession  of  strength  sufficiait 
to  recharter  the  bank,  and  pull  down  the  pow- 
ers that  be,  in  order  to  nuse  to  thdr  {daces 
oertidn  persona  who,  notwithstanding  the  HA 
character  they  have  acquired  among  thor  M- 
low-eitizens  for  talents,  can  never  be  salted 
whilst  Andrew  Jackson  and  prindples 
stand  pre-enunent  in  the  affbctions  tn  a  gnit^ 
ful  people.  These  gentlemen  exclaim,  with 
Homan,  "  Yet  all  thU  avuleth  us  nothu^  so 
long  as  we  see  Mordecai,  the  Jew,  dtting  in 
the  King's  gate."  So  long  as  they  see  Aniuew 
Ja(&son  in  favor  with  the  people,  all  the 
honors  that  can  be  heaped  on  them  avail  noth- 
ing to  satisfy  their  inoi^inate  ambition. 

My  honorable  coUeague,  (Mr.  Wilde.)  who 
opened  this  debate,  says  uiat  certain  adminis> 
tration  orators  attribute  the  distress  to  the 
bank  speeches ; "  and  asks,  "  Why  the  ■dmiaiS' 
tration  qteeches  cannot  aUay  it?  "  This  qnea* 
tion  is  veiT  easily  answered.  Although  it  has 
been  said  that  the  President  has  seized  upon 
the  public  treosnre,  and  holds  it  at  bis  own  dis- 
posal, yet  hb  friends  can  get  none  of  it  to  pay 
for  the  printing  of  speeches.  Those  which  toey 
distribute  they  have  to  pay  for  out  of  th^r  own 
pockets.  But  not  so  with  the  friends  of  the 
bank.  Their  speeches  are  printed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  bank,  and  furnished  gratis  to  those 
who  will  distribute  them.  I  have  been  inform- 
ed, and  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  fact,  that 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand  copies  of  a 
speech  delivered  by  an  h<marable  gentlemsn 
0ti.  Bihhkt)  on  tua  floor,  have  beui  printed 
attlieenenaeof  thebaak,  and  that  mwe  fliatt 
a  hundrea  reama  of  p^er  of  the  United  States 
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have  been  osed  to  envelop  them  for  exportation, 
bendes  some  fifty  thoosond  each  of  Beveral 
other  speeches  which  hare  been  delivered  daring 
this  fle«on  within  the  walls  of  this  Oapitol ;  and. 
In  addition  to  these, «  similar  qaantitj  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  rtnanoe  in  fhe  Sen- 
ate— ^the  whole  cost  <^  which  cannot  be  less 
than  fh)m  fifteen  to  twenty  thonsand  dollars. 

If  this  qn^ion  conld  have  been  permitted  to 
be  settled  npon  its  own  merito,  apart  from  aU 
extraneons  mflnence  and  part^  oonslderaUons 
— ^if  gentlemen  had  been  satisfied  to  exam- 
ine and  determine  the  qoestion  involved  in  this 
debate  wiUi  that  calm  deliberation  and  nnbiased 
judgment  snited  to  the  character  of  legislators, 
tminfinenced  by  any  other  considerations  than 
the  honor  of  their  conntry  and  the  interests  ot 
the  people,  I  should  have  been  content  to  listen 
to  the  Toioe  of  reason,  and  to  have  received  in- 
Btmotion  from  the  lips  ot  wisdom  and  ezpe- 
zienoe.  Bnt  this  was  not  permitted ;  and  when 
the  whole  course  of  the  opposition  has  been 
to  present  the  subject  to  the  people  in  a  very 
different  light  from  that  in  which  I  think  it 
on^ht  to  be  viewed,  for  the  purpose  of  casting 
odium  on  the  Obief  Ua^strate  of  the  Union, 
and  gaining  proselytes  to  the  canse  of  the  bank, 
in  order  to  insare  a  recharter,  I  shoold  consider 
that  I  was  wanting  in  the  duty  I  owe  to  myself 
and  my  constituents,  if  I  were  not  to  ruse  my 
voice,  feeble  as  it  may  be,  against  sudi  a  courae. 

A  distinguished  and  talented  leader  of  the 
opposition  (Mr.  Oiat)  has  sud  that  "we  are  in 
the  midst  <tf  a  TeT<datioii,  tending  to  the  con- 
centration of  all  power  in  the  banda  of  ime 
man ; "  that  "  the  premonitory  symptoms  of 
despotism  are  upon  na,  and  if  Congress  do  not 
apply  instantaneous  and  effective  remedy, 
the  tatd.  collapse  will  soon  come  on,  and  we  shall 
die,  ignobly  die,  base,  mean,  and  abject  slaves, 
the  scorn  and  contempt  of  mankind,  nnpitied, 
unwept^  nnmonnied."  And  another  distin- 
guished leader  (Mr.  Binkbt)  has  declared  t^at 
"  the  spirit  of  party  is  a  more  deadly  foe  to 
free  institutions  than  the  spirit  of  despotism." 
Sir,  these  are  well-constmcted  sentences,  and 
finely-rounded  periods,  well  calculated  to  catch 
^e  popular  ear,  and  for  a  moment  to  inflame  the 
passions ;  bnt  all  sounds  do  not  oonv^  sense 
or  troth. 

But,  sir,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  revolution ; 
not,  however,  tendii^  to  the  conoentratjon  of 
all  power  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  but  tending 
to  wrest  from  an  interasted  m^ority  in  Con- 
gress, made  up  of  various  minority  Interests, 
powers  which  they  have  assumed,  and  which 
nave  never  been  granted  them  by  the  people. 
No  one  of  these  interests  could  at  any  time 
have  obtiuncd  the  sanction  and  protection  of  a 
m^ority  of  this  nation.  But  when  those 
whose  interest  it  was  to  obtun  money  from  the 
Government,  for  .the  purpose  of  constructing 
bitemal  improTementa  in  tneir  particular  section 

the  conntry,  were  told  by  the  manufacturers 
that,  by  joining  them  in  laying  on  a  high  pro- 
tectire  tmit,  a  large  sorplns  revenue  beyond 
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the  ordinary  wants  of  the  Government  would 
be  brought  into  the  Treasury,  and  that  this 
snrploB  could  be,  with  their  aid,  appropriated 
to  the  purposes  of  internal  improTcment,  a 
joint  Btook  company  was  formed,  into  which 
it  was  wreed  to  receive,  as  a  partner,  the  Bank 
of  tb«  United  States  in  order  to  fnrnish  facili- 
ties to  c&rry  on  the  business  gf  the  firm.  Thus 
these  three  interests,  neither  of  which  could 
stand  alone,  formed,  when  combined,  a  power- 
ful phalan:^  which  nothing  could  withstand, 
except  the  firmness  and  integrity  of  the  Execu- 
tive in  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power.  And  it 
is  for  the  fearless  exercise  of  this  conservative 
principle  in  the  constitution,  in  arresting  and 
putting  down  these  trnwarrantable  assumptions 
of  power,  that  the  President  has  been  so  much 
condemned  and  abused  by  those  whose  inter- 
est or  an)hiti<HD  have  been  ohedked  and  ar- 
rested. 

I  propose  now,  Ur.  Sp^e^  to  entor  opon 
the  mscnsrion  of  the  subject  of  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  shall  consider  it  in  the  following  order : 

1 .  The  power  of  the  President  and  Secretary, 
under  the  constitn^m  and  laws,  to  remove  the 
deposits,  &c. 

3.  The  expediency  and  propriety  of  the  act 
of  removal,  with  reference  to  the  republican 
institutions  of  our  conntry,  and  fhe  general 
interests  of  the  people. 

[Here  Hr.  S.  entered  into  a  close,  legal,  and  coa- 
sUtntfooal  a^nment  in  sonMri  <tf  his  first  proposi- 
tion ;  and  having  eitat^ahed  it,  to  his  own  satisbe- 
tion  at  least,  as  he  expressed  UmseH;  that  the  Exec- 
utive branch  of  the  Qoverament  had  fall  power  to 
make  the  removal  of  the  depodts,  he  proceeded  to 
the  second  branch.] 

2d.  The  proprie^  and  expediency  of  the 
removal  of  the  public  moneys  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  the  repub- 
lican institutions  of  our  country,  and  the  general 
interests  of  the  people. 

Between  whom,  nr,  is  the  present  issue 
made  apt  The  friends  (tf  the  bank  toll  ns  that 
it  is  between  the  Fretident  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  Oongresa  on  the  other.  They  en- 
deavor to  keep  the  bank  ont  of  view ;  and  if 
they  were  here  in  the  character  of  mere  advo- 
cates, they  would  be  right  to  keep  it  ont  of 
view.  But,  standing  as  they  do  on  this  floor — 
the  repreeentatives  <^  the  people— they  should 
examine  this  question  In  reference  to  tbeir  in- 
terests, r^ardless  of  every  other  consideration ; 
and  in  that  character  I  'feel  it  my  duty  to  let 
the  people  understand  the  real  issue  now 
pending  before  ns,  which  is  between  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

Who,  or  what^  is  the  bank  f  It  is  a  body 
without  a  soul.  A  body  created  by  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  thronj^  their  representa- 
tives here.  TPhether  these  representatives  had 
a  oonstitati(»ial  right  to  create  this  body,  is  a 
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Siestion  wbioh  I  shall  oonmder  in  ite  proper 
,  ace.  And  ahall  it  be  permitted  that  the 
croatare  ahall  rise  and  make  war  against  its 

creator? 

For  what  purpose  was  this  bodj  created  1 
Wm  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  individual  stock- 
holders, or  for  the  pnrpose  of  carrying  on  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  GKivemment  ?  I  presnme 
no  friend  of  the  bank  will  be  so  nnwise  as  to 
contend  that  it  was  created  for  the  benefit  of 
the  individaal  stockholders ;  because,  with  such 
an  admission,  they  would  be  without  even  a 
semblance  of  ciMistitational  authority  to  sup- 
port them.  Thej  wotdd  not  have  a  hook  npon 
which  to  hang  an  a^ment  in  ita  support. 

It  was  then  created  as  a  great  machine, 
"  necessary  and  proper,"  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  made  it,  to  carry  into  efi'ect  some,  or  all, 
of  the  delegated  powers  in  the  oonstitntion. 
Well,  sir,  we  will  take  it  on  this  ground,  for  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
friends  of  the  bank  will  not  dare  to  put  it  on 
any  other,  and  how  does  the  case  stand  ?  Let 
ns  inquire. 

nere  is  a  corporate  body,  a  fiscal  maohioe, 
created  by  the  Government  to  answer  certain 
purposes  of  state  i>oIicy,  about  to  expire,  and 
the  Preridfflit  (tf  the  United  States  in  his 
annnal  Message  to  Oongress,  deems  it  ftia  dnty, 
under  the  constitution,  to  bring  the  subject  of 
a  renewal  of  the  charter  to  the  consideration 
of  that  body,  and  to  express  bis  doubts  in  regard 
to  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  such  a  cor- 
poration. And  what  course  does  the  bank  tiien 
Unmediately  pursue  1 

It  commences  and  keeps  up  a  violent,  system- 
atic, and  extended  attack  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  It  uses  eighty  or  a  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  the  funds  of  the  corpo- 
ra^on,  one-fifth  of  which  belongs  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  to  oormpt  oertun  presses, 
and  hire  them  to  abuse  and  slander  the 
Cibief  Magis^te  of  the  nation  for  the  emcise 
of  a  cmsutntional  right.  It  at  once  makes  up 
an  issue  between  itself  and  the  President,  and 
submits  it  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  tiie  hope  that,  by  the  aid  of  its  money,  it 
eoold  procure  a  Terdict  In  its  favor;  at  the 
same  ume,  extending  its  accommodations  to 
the  amount  of  twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars 
more  than  at  any  former  period.  Millions  of 
copies  of  this  issue,  with  tne  argument  on  the 
side  of  the  bank,  were  printed  and  paid  for  out 
of  tiie  funds  of  the  bank,  and,  in  some  form  or 
other,  furnished  to  every  man  in  the  United 
States  whose  name  and  reridence  ooidd  be 
ascertained.  I,  myself,  received  several  of  tiiese 
papers  directed  to  me,  &om  I  know  not  where. 
Ilieae  papers  were  sent  throughout  the  land 
from  Maine  to  Louisiana,  and  from  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  to  the  Bocky  Mountains. 

And  why  was  all  this  done  I  The  bank  tells 
ns  it  was  done  in  self-defence  and  to  enlighten 
the  people.  How  very  kind  and  benevolent  1 
This  body  must  difier  from  other  corporate 
bodies.  It  most  have  a  soul,  or  it  oonld  not 
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feel  intensely  fbr  the  poor,  ignorant^  and  be- 
nighted peo^e  of  the  uutd,  and  be  willing  to 
expend  so  mnoh  of  its  mon^  for  the  poiposes 

of  charity. 

Well,  sir ;  the  issue  was  made  np  and  sub- 
roitted  to  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  they  have  rendered  their 
verdict  against  the  bank,  by  electing  General 
Jackson  to  the  ofSce  he  now  holds,  by  an  over- 
whelming majority,  and  by  the  election  to  thii 
Hoose  of  a  large  majority  opposed  to  the  bank. 

But  when  we  plead  this  matter,  this  verdict, 
the  friends  of  the  bank  deny  the  fact ;  and  it  is 
good  policy  for  them  to  do  so,  beotuue  if  it  be 
admitted,  it  amonnts  to  an  estoppcL  It  settles 
the  whole  qnestioD. 

And,  sir,  lias  it  come  to  this,  that  the  oonsd- 
tnted  authorities  of  the  country  cannot — dare 
not  deliberate  or  act  in  reference  to  a  matter  of 
great  national  policy,  without  subjecting  them- 
selves to  the  abuse  and  vituperation  of  an  insti- 
tution created  by  them  t  Shall  the  bank  be 
permitted  to  array  itself  against  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  baraogoe  the 
people  with  a  view  to  give  directions  to  their 
choice  of  rulers  t  ShaB  this  institafjon  be  per- 
mitted to  use  the  money  of  the  United  States 
to  snbddize  the  press  koA.  array  hireluig  edifxm 
u^unst  tibe  Ohi^  Ezeontive  t^oea*  for  the  ^ 
charge  of  a  dnty  devolved  on  him  by  the  con- 
stitntion  t  And  can  men  be  found  in  this  re- 
public, in  this  HooBO,  who  will  tolerate  such 
conduct,  and  even  advocate  it  ? 

Sir,  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  is 
sufficient  to  alarm  every  friend  of  onr  free  in- 
stitutions, and  of  unbiased  sufflr^e.  And  what 
may  not  such  a  power  as  the  bank,  with  such 
a  disposition,  efirect,  towards  the  destruction  o[ 
onr  free  Government,  with  such  a  capital,  if 
you  g^ve  it  twenty  years  more  to  live  and  gam 
strength,  and  the  fiindB  of  the  Govemmenttouael 

The  attitude,  then,  in  which  we  now  stand  is 
this:  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  ag^nst  the 
people  of  the  United  States;  and  wo  must 
choose  which  we  will  serve.  As  for  me  and 
my  honse,  we  will  serve  the  people.  In  refi»- 
ence,  then,  to  the  safety  ai  oar  free  inatitotioaB, 
I  view  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  apow- 
erfiil  and  dangerous  en^e,  which  has  bem,  mar 
be,  and  will  be  used  to  batter  down  the  wus 
and  ramparts  of  this  glorious  republic 

I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  real  issoe 
is  between  the  bank  and  the  people.  It  is  a 
struggle  for  existence  and  power  on  the  part 
of  the  bank,  and  for  freedom  on  the  part  of  the 
people ;  and  so  far  the  people  have  pren^kd. 
Bat  if,  in  the  present  contest,  which  is^  bank  or 
no  bank,  the  bank,  by  the  operation  of  her  sorewi 
and  polieys,  should  finally  prevail,  we  will  be  a 
poor  paper-ridden,  and  bank-serving  people,  with 
the  name  and  form  of  liberty,  but  without  the 
substance.  The  commercial  operations  of  your 
country  will  be  regulated  by  this  power.  The 
manufacturing  interests  will  be  subsenrioit  to 
it.  The  value  of  our  property,  real  and  per- 
sonal, will  dcqpend  on  the  will  and  oaprioe  <tf 
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this  corporation,  which,  extending  or  car- 
tailing  its  issues  and  aooonunodatiooB,  can,  db 
UbUum,  raise  or  lower  the  price  of  all  property. 
And,  what  is  of  more  consequence  than  all  these, 
the  Government  will  be  contn^ed  by  it;  the 
President  or  some  other  di^ttary  will  be  made 
by  it;  the  Oonn'ess  will  be  ruled  by  it;  and 
the  people  will  be  Blares  to  it. 

It  IB  somewhat  amasing  to  look  back  to  the 
years  1791,  1811,  1816,  and  1832,  when  the 
qnestions  of  charter  and  recharter  were  sever- 
ally under  consideration  in  Oongreas,  and  to 
obsOTve  the  Tarioos  changes  of  opinion  which 
have  taken  place  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the 
leading  and  talented  politidana  of  the  diqr. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Madison  was  opposed  to  the 
charter  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  Uiiited  States, 
beoanse  he  believed  that  Oongraea  had  no 
power,  according  to  the  constitution,  to  grant 
charters  of  incorporation;  and  the  ailment 
he  then  offered  in  support  of  his  opinion,  was 
a  plfdn,  strong,  common-sense  view  of  the  anb- 
j«!t,  which,  to  my  mind,  has  never  been  satis- 
factorily answered,  and  is  nnanawerable.  And 
yet,  when  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
1816,  he  signed  t^e  charter  of  the  present  bank, 
not  because  he  had  changed  bis  opinion  upon 
Uie  constitutional  question,  bat  npon  the 
ground  of  precedent :  adopting  the  legal  max- 
im, ttare  decitu,  and  viewing  &  Ugulatcr  as 
standing  in  the  same  sitaaUon  as  a  ^udge.  With 
all  dne  uedEierence  for  the  learning  and  talents 
of  Kr.  Hanson,  I  must  be  permitted  to  regret 
tiiat  he  shonld  have  taken  snoh  an  erroneous 
view  of  the  snbjeot.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conoeive 
how  so  great  a  man  conld  have  fallen  into  such 
a  glaring  error  as  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
there  is  any,  the  slightest  analof^  between  the 
duties,  powers,  and  responsibilities  of  these  two 
stations.  The  maxim  of  a  legislator  should  be 
tnalvM  xttut  abolendm  est,  whilst  those  of  a  Judge 
are  ita  lex  teripta  ett,  and  ttare  deeitit.  A  leg- 
islator is  deputed  by  his  constituents  to  make 
laws,  such  as  in  his  judgment  will  conduce  to  the 
vell-beiiuf  of  society,  under  an  enlarged  view 
of  the  whole  subject,  looking  at  the  same  time 
to  tha  probable  consequences  of  the  act.  He  is 
to  act  upon  the  dictates  of  his  own  jadgment 
and  conscience,  bound  by  no  precedent,  and 
circumscribed  by  no  rule,  excejpt  the  constitu- 
tion of  his  country  and  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
monwealth. A  Judge,  on  the  contrary,  is  ap- 
pointed to  expound  the  meaning  of  the  law, 
after  it  Is  made  by  the  legator ;  and  when 
thus  expounded  by  the  sapreme  judicial  power 
of  the  Government,  such  decision  must  be  token 
as  the  true  construction  of  the  law  by  all  judgea, 
unless  roanifestiy  wrong,  until  the  Logialature 
alter  it.  And  although  a  judge,  who  shall 
be  afterwards  called  on  to  enroree  sidi  decision, 
may  believe  it  to  be  wrong,  his  language  will 
be  thia :  "  If  I  were  called  on  for  the  first  time 
to  expound  this  law,  I  shonld  give  it  adifferent 
constmotion;  but  the  Supreme  Oourt  have 
decided  the  question,  and  I  have  no  power  to 
■Iter  iL  I  am  bound  by  that  deoid<ui,  and  b> 
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be  governed  by  the  maxim  ttare  (2muu."  And 
why  is  thia  the  rule  of  the  Jodidory  t  BecMiae, 
as  long  as  the  law  exists,  it  should  have  one 
uniform  construction,  and  not  be  liable  to  he 
chai^ged  with  eveiy  change  of  Judges,  or  of 
opinions,  so  that  all  may  know  what  it  is,  and 
by  what  tenure  they  hold  their  property,  their 
lives,  their  liberty,  or  their  reputationa,  A 
judge,  then,  from  the  nature  of  his  office,  and 
the  consequences  of  his  decisions,  must  neces- 
sarily be  boond  by  precedents,  in  order  that  the 
law  may  be  uniform  and  do  equal  Justice  to  all. 
But  a  le^slator  cannot  be,  and  ought  not,  by 
the  very  nature  of  his  ofBce,  to  be  bound  by  pre- 
cedent It  is  bis  duty  to  make,  repeal,  amend, 
modify,  or  alter  laws  aa  the  public  good  may 
require.  In  abort,  it  is  the  province  of  a  lema- 
lator  to  declare  what  the  laws  shall  be,  ana  of 
a  judge  to  declare  what  the  law  is. 

Ur.  Ma^son,  in  giving  his  assrat  to  the  bank 
duuter  in  the  year  1816,  made  a  compromise 
wit^  his  conscience,  which  I  am  uuwuling  to 
make  with  mine ;  and  which  Hr.  Burwell,  of 
Virginia,  in  his  argument  agunst  the  renewal 
of  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  1811, 
believed  that  Mr.  Madison,  then  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  would  not  make ;  for,  in 
that  argument,  Mr.  Burwell  stated  that  '*  he 
conld  not  suppose  that  Mr.  Madison  would  use 
one  set  of  argomenta  in  1791,  and  act  upon 
another  now.'* 

Mr.  Maoon  called  lb-.  BnrweU  to  wder  for 
umng  the  name  of  the  President  in  ftebate.  It 
seems  that  Congress,  in  that  day,  had  some  re- 
spect for  the  omce  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
United  States.  How  is  it  now  ?  Mr.  Burwell 
said  nothing  disrespectful  of  Mr.  Madison.  On 
the  contrary,  he  lauded  him ;  and  yet,  it  was 
considered  out  of  order  to  mention  his  name  in 
debate.  But  now,  sir,  to  call  the  President 
a  tyrant  and  usurper,  to  denounce  bim  as 
worse  than  Cesar,  and  to  charge  him  with 
having  done  an  act  for  which  a  King  of  England 
or  of  France  would  lose  his  head,  pass  for  lo^- 
oal  argument  and  clasao  wit.  Sir,  if  gentlemen 
have  no  respect  for  the  patriot  who  now  fills 
the  exeoutiTe  chair,  tliey  should  at  least  have 
some  for  the  office,  for  their  country,  and  for 
tfaemaelveB. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  1811, 
Mr.  Clay  opposed  the  recharter  of  the  old  Bank 
of  the  United  States  on  constitutional  grounds, 
and  charged  Mr.  Crawford  with  having  gone 
over  to  the  enemy's  camp,  because  he  supported 
tiie  recharter.  In  1816  Hr.  Clay  supported 
the  charter  of  the  present  bank,  because  it  was 
constitutional,  and  grounds  his  arf^ument  npon 
the  necessity  of  such  an  institution  in  1816, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  not  necessaiy  in 
1811.  Thus,  then,  aoowding  to  Mr.  Clay's  omi- 
ments,  a  bank  may  be  nnowutitntionaf  to-&j, 
and  oonstitnlionu  to-morrow,  just  as,  in  the 
opinion  of  Con^eu,  snoh  an  institution  mt^ 
or  may  not  be  necessary.  But  tJie  great  &ther 
and  champion  of  the  bank  of  1791,  Alexander 
Hamilton,  r^eeta  tUs  idea  when  advanced  hj 
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Itx.  JeSemm,  aod  treats  it  as  absurd.  These 
are  hia  words :  "  The  expediency  of  exercising 
a  particular  power,  at  a  particular  time,  must, 
indeed,  depend  on  circumstances ;  hot  the  con- 
Btitutional  riaht  of  exercising  it  must  be  uniform 
Mxd  invariable,  the  same  to-day  as  to-morrow." 

Hr.  Crawford  always  held  the  bank  to  be  con- 
stitutional nntil  after  the  veto  message  of  1882, 
when  he  too  changed  his  opinion  and  approv- 
ed of  the  veto. 

Kany  other  namea  of  eminent  statesmen 
might  be  added  to  the  list;  but  these  will 
BQffice  for  my  pttrpose.  I  do  not  mention  these 
names  and  facts  for  the  pnrpose  of  charging 
tiiose  gentlemen  with  Incoausteui^.  No,  ur. 
I  have  a  higher,  uid  a  better  object  In  view. 
I  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that^  if  the 
power  clwmed  was  conferred  by  the  constitu- 
tion, it  is  not  probable  that  such  men  would 
assert  the  power  to-day,  and  deny  it  to-morrow. 
Ton  would  not  find  Hr.  Clay  denying  the 
power  in  1811,  and  Busiaining  his  ground  by  an 
able  argument,  and  in  1816  doming  the  power 
upon  the  ground  of  necessity.  You  would  not 
hear  Hr.  Oalhoun  claim  the  power  to  incorpo- 
rate a  bank  upon  the  gronnd  that  the  constitu- 
tion vests  in  Congress  the  power  to  regulate 
the  cnrrem^,  vhen  in  mnnt  of  ftot  no  snoh 
word  is  to  be  foond  in  wot  instrument.  Tba 
onlj  power  in  regard  to  tliis  sald^  vested  in 
Congress  by  the  constitution,  is  in  the  following 
words :  '*  Congress  shall  have  power  to  coin 
money ;  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  for^ 
cign  coins,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and 
measures."  (Eighth  section,  first  article.)  This 
clause  is  so  very  clear  and  explicit  thkt  it 
Boems  to  me  impossible  for  any  one  to  misnn- 
derstand  it.  By  the  word  "  money,"  is  meant 
a  metallic  medium ;  a  metal  that  can  be  "  coin- 
ed." "Who  ever  heard  of  coining  paper  ?  Con- 
gress, therefore,  have  no  power  to  regulate  the 
value  of  any  money,  except  it  be  metallic^  which 
may  be  '*  coined."  "With  the  currency  of  the 
conntry,  therefbre,  made  up  as  it  now  is  of 
paper,  tuie  Congress  have  nothing  to  do,  and  no 
rinit  to  interfere. 

well,  sir,  the  deponts  have  been  removed  by 
the  Seoretary,  and,  as  I  believe,  in  perfect  ac- 
cordance with  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
country,  and  with  the  contract  between  the 
Government  and  the  stockholders ;  and  who 
now  has  control  of  them  ?  I  answer.  Congress 
— and  a  control  which  it  had  not,  and  could  not 
have,  before  the  Secretary  exercised  his  power 
under  the  charter.  The  people's  money,  then, 
ts  brought  back,  by  the  act  of  the  Secretary, 
under  ^e  control  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  where  it  always  onght  'to  be,  and  from 
whidi  it  on^t  never  to  have  been  taken,  and 
the  question  now  is.  what  will  yon  do  witii  it  t 

But  there  is  another  objection  to  the  ezpe- 
^enoy  of  a  bank,  and  it  does  not  rest  on  specu- 
laUon.  It  is  the  power  which  such  a  corpora- 
tion holds  over  all  the  interests  of  the  nwon, 
whether  commercial,  manufacturing,  or  agri- 
cultoraL  Of  this  we  have  abundant  evideuoe 
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sent  here  by  the  bank  itself  in  the  shape  of 
petitions  and  memorials  fh>m  sundry  individ- 
uals of  all  trades  and  professions,  who  happen 
to  be  located  within  the  influences  of  the  nox- 
ioos  air  of  the  marble  palace.  That  there  is 
some  distress  in  certfun  parts  of  the  country 
no  man  will  doubt.  Has  there  ever  been  a 
time  when  there  was  not  some  in  the  large 
cities  f  Is  it  greater  now  than  it  has  frequently 
been  on  former  occasions!  I  believe  not. 
But  if  it  be,  the  bank  has  caused  it,  and  then 
very  oodXj  tells  yon  that  Andrew  Jaoksui  has 
prodiuwd  it  by  the  ronoval  of  the  deporitsw 
Sir,  doea  Mr.  Biddle  believe  this?  Does  any 
man  in  hia  sober  aenses^  and  who  has  anj^  com- 
petent kmtwledge  of  the  suljeot,  believe  it?  I 
presume  not, 

I  have  said  that  the  bonk  has  oaused  this 
state  of  things,  and  I  will  now  prove  it  by 
evidence  whi^  I  am  sore  some  gentlemen  on 
this  floor  will  not  attempt  to  controvert.  Mr. 
Biddle  himself^  nr,  shall  be  my  witness,  and 
shsll  tell  yon  how  he  did  this  thing.  In  the 
year  1826,  a  sudden  and  alanmng  scarcity  of 
money  was  felt  in  the  large  tuties,  and  great 
distress  was  the  ecmseqneaoe ;  and  that  it  was 
owing  to  the  operation  of  the  banks  nobody 
doubted.  TSq  oUier  cause  could  be  asrigned  for 
it.  And  Mr.  Biddle.  the  preradentctf  the  United 
States  Bank,  pnblished  an  essay  in  the  National 
Gazette  on  the  10th  of  April,  1628,  in  which 
he  gave  the  following  eleguit  and  Incid  expo- 
Ation  oS  one  of  the  oanses  o£  the  evils  the  com- 
munity was  then  suffering.  I  ask  the  indul- 
gence and  attention  of  the  House  whilst  I  read 
this  essay,  because  I  am  sure  that  they  will  be 
both  pleased  and  e^ed  by  it. 

[Here  Hr.  8.  read  the  article,  the  purport  oi 
whioh  was  to  ahov  that  the  dlstreas  was  brought  oa 
by  orertradbg,  induced  by  oretbankingi  and  Oa 
remedy  was  to  bank  less,  which  woald  check  over- 
trading ;  and  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Suiet 
had  applied  this  remedy,  and  placed  herself  ia  a 
rftuatlon  of  great  stoengtb  and  repose.] 

Here,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  the  strong- 
est possible  evidence  of  the  real  oaose  of  the 

nt  distress  which  prevuled  in  the  year  1828. 
'as  oanaed  by  the  banks,  which,  by  "over- 
banldng,"  fhmiuied  facilities  for  *'ov«r-tx«d- 
ing,"  and  then,  in  order  to  save  themselves, 
and  "  place  themselves  in  a  situation  of  great 
strong  and  repose,"  called  in  their  issues,  by 
"obhging  their  debtors  to  return  the  bank 
notes  they  lent  them,  or  their  eqnivalents." 
And  in  this  way,  and  by  Una  process,  the  com- 
munity was  pressed  and  distressed  to  an  alarm- 
ing degree.  Whore  were  the  public  deposits 
then!  Had  they  bem  removedf  Ka  Had 
the  Prerident  then  usurped  the  bwotH  and  the 
parse?  Oh,  not  There  was  no  each  mis- 
erable, pitiAil  subterfuge,  then  to  resort  to: 
and  hence  Mr.  Biddle  txdd  the  plain,  naked 
truth,  that  the  distress  was  occasioned  "by 
over-trading,  hrou^t  on  by  over-banking.** 
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But  we  will  retnm  to  these  cries  of  distress 
contained  in  the  petitions  and  memorial^  for  a 
recharter  now  on  your  table.  Has  there  never 
been  any  distress  in  the  nation  before?  We 
have  seen  that,  in  the  year  1828,  it  was  very 
severe ;  and,  if  we  will  so  badk  to  1819,  we 
will  see  tn  Nilea'  Weekly  Keglgter  of  the  10th 
of  April  of  that  year,  the  foUowing  piotore : 
"ftom  all  parts  of  the  conoby,  we  near  of 
severe  pressure  on  men  in  bnsiness,  a  general 
stagnation  of  trade,  a  large  reduction  in  the 
price  of  staple  arUcles.  Beal  property  is 
rapidly  depreciating  in  ita  nominal  value,  and 
its  rents  or  profits  are  exceedingly  diminishing. 
Many  highly  respectable  traders  have  become 
bankrupts,  and  it  is  agreed  that  many  others 
must  'go.'  The  banks  are  refusing  their  accus- 
tomed accommodations;  confidence  among 
merchants  is  shaken,  and  three  per  cent,  per 
month  is  offered  for  the  discount  of  promissory 
notes  wMcb,  a  little  while  ago,  were  considered 
as  good  as  '  old  gold,'  and  whose  makers  have 
not  since  suffered  any  losses  to  render  their 
notes  less  valaable  than  heretofore."  And  on 
the  nh  of  August,  1819,  Mr.  Niles  savs:  "It 
is  estimated  that  there  are  twenty  thousand 

Eersons  daily  seeking  work  in  Philadelphia. 
1  New  York,  ten  thousand  able-bodied  men 
are  said  to  be  wandering  about  the  streets 
looking  for  work,  and  if  we  add  to  them  the 
women  who  desire  something  to  do,  the 
amount  cannot  be  less  than  twenty  thousand. 
In  Baltimore,  there  may  be  about  ten  thousand 
persons  in  unsteady  employment  or  actually 
suffering,  becaose  they  cannot  get  into  business. 
We  know  sevoral  decent  men,  lately  'good 
livers,*  who  now  suMst  on  soofa  victuals  as, 
two  years  ^go,  Quj  woold  not  have  ^ven  to 
thdr  servants  in  the  kitchen." 

In  1820,  a  director  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  writing  to  a  friend  in  England,  uses  the 
following  language :  "  Our  difficulties  in  com- 
merce continue  without  abatement.  A  long 
continuance  of  distress  in  the  commerciu 
world  has  had  a  bad  effect  on  the  morality  of 
the  country.  Uen  ful  in  parties  for  conven- 
ience. The  vast  number  of  failures  takes 
sway  the  odium,  and  the  barriers  of  honesty 
are  broken  down  by  a  perpetual  legislation 
suited  to  the  condition  of  msoivent  debtors." 

What  caused  the  distress  at  these  periods  t 
The  deponts  bad  not  been  removed;  there 
were  three  millions  then  In  the  Bank  oi  the 
United  States.  Improvident  men  and  im- 
prudent 1>anks  oonld  not  then  resort  to  the 
despicable  subterfbge  of  imputins  their  mis- 
fortnnes,  or  follies,  or  frauds,  to  tBe  action  of 
the  Prendent  or  Secretary ;  and  therefore  the 
country  was  not  convulsed  to  its  centre,  as  it 
now  is. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  alleged  distress  does 
aotnally  exist,  and  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
in  some  degree  it  does,  there  must  be  an  ade- 
qnate  cause  for  it.  The  friends  of  the  bank  tell 
as  it  was  caused  by  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
If  this  be  BO,  I  wUl  thank  gentlemen  to  tell 
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me  how  it  operated.  Did  this  act  of  the 
Ezecnttve  department  force  the  bank  to  call  in 
so  large  a  proportion  of  its  debts  as  to 
create  this  alleged  distress?  The  bank  says 
DO,  and  ^ves  us  a  statement  in  the  National 
Intelligencer  of  the  Btli  instant,  to  show  that 
it  had  curtailed  only  about  four  millions  of 
dollars  from  tlie  Ist  of  October  to  the  Ist  ot 
March.  Oonld  die  withdrawal  of  this  amount 
have  produced  the  effect  f  Everybody  answers 
no.  How,  then,  could  the  removu  of  the 
deponts  have  produced  the  distress?  Mr. 
Webster  hud  said  that  the  removal  of  twice 
the  sum  could  not,  per  »e,  have  done  it,  but 
that  it  is  owing  to  the  panic  and  want  of  con- 
fidence which  that  act  has  produced.  How  is 
it  posuble  that  the  act  of  removal  could  have 
produced  a  panic,  when  it  is  admitted  that  it 
caused  no  diminution  of  any  consequence  in 
the  accommodations  of  the  bank  ?  And  i£  at 
the  first  moment  of  the  act,  a  fear  of  bad 
consequences  created  this  panic,  there  has 
been  suflldent  time  to  recover  fVom  it,  when 
the  evidence  produoed  by  the  bank  itself  has 
proved  that  the  removal  has  not  caused  it  to 
oppress  the  community.  But  it  is  well  known 
to  all  that  the  removid  of  the  deposits  did  not 
create  this  pauio  immediately,  becanse  th^ 
were  ordered  to  be  removed  on  the  1st  of 
October,  and  yet  the  whole  conntry  was  quiet 
until  after  Congress  met,  when,  for  the  first 
time,  we  heard  this  cry  of  panic  from  these 
halls,  which  has  since  been  echoed  back. 
Although  the  bank  may  have  drawn  in  only 
four  muli(»u  of  her  debts  from  tiielst  of  Octo- 
ber to  the  Ist  of  March,  it  must  be  reoc^ected 
that  she  had  previously  drawn  in  sixteen  and 
a  half  milUons,  which,  added  to  the  fbur 
millions,  make  an  aggregate  ot  twenty  millions 
and  a  half  in  the  space  of  <me  year  and  nine 
months.  This  sum  is  snffi^ent  to  produce  the 
distress  complained  of  in  the  commercial  com- 
munis; and,  when  this  is  added  to  the 
attempts  made  by  the  bank  and  its  friends  to 
create  a  panic,  we  can  be  at  no  loss  to  account 
for  the  allied  distress.  Bat,  it  is  also  said 
that  the  act  of  the  Executive  has  caused  "  a 
want  of  confidence."  In  whom?  In  what? 
Not  in  the  bank,  for  its  friends  have  always 
said  that  public  confidence  is  as  strong  in  that 
as  it  ever  was,  and  that  it  is  in  s  state  of 
"  great  security  and  repose."  Is  it  loss  of  oon- 
fidenoe  between  man  and  man  t  If  so,  how 
could  the  removal  of  the  deporits  have  pro* 
dnced  this  effect?  I  confess  my  inability  to 
comprehend  how  it  could  have  done  so. 

Mr.  Speaker,  TU  tell  you  the  secret  of  this 
panic  and  want  of  confidence.  It  is  the  panic 
which  Buzed  the  stockholders  and  fiiends  of 
the  bank,  upon  the  loss  of  confidence  in  obtain- 
ing a  recharter.  This  panic  they  have  en- 
deavored to  spread  throughout  the  nation,  in 
the  hope  that,  under  its  infiuence,  the  people 
would  force  their  representatives  to  grant  a 
recharter.  Look  at  the  proceedings  that  have 
taken  place  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
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Baltimore.  Can  anj  man  doubt  the  object 
and  Uw  motiTe,  whm  we  look  at  tiiese? 

Siij  the  eoudnot  of  the  bank  and  its  fnends 
on  tne  present  occasion  is  a  second  edition, 
oondderably  enlarged  and  improved,  of  the 
eonvnMTe  throes  of  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1811.  The  same 
cries  of  panic,  and  dismay,  and  loss  of  con- 
fidencAj  were  then  heard,  and  the  same  awful 
predictions  of  rain  and  distress  were  sounded 
to  the  ears  of  Congress.  But  they  vere  all 
then,  as  they  will  be  now,  ineffectual  to 
obtain  a  recharter.  And  did  these  awful 
consequences  follow  I  Were  these  predictions 
fidfilted?  The  fii^owing  fiwts  will  answer 
these  qnesUona:  "Trustees  were  appointed, 
and  proceeded  so  rapidly  in  win^g  np  the 
concerns  of  tiie  bank,  that,  on  the  1st  of  June, 
1818,  they  p^  over  to  the  stockholders 
seventy  per  cent  ci  the  capital  stock,  and 
l^hteen  per  cent,  more  on  the  1st  of  October. 
This  was  a  rapid  collection  of  the  debts  due  to 
the  institution,  inasmuch  as  it  enabled  the 
trustees  to  pay  eighty-eight  per  cent,  of  the 
capital  stock  in  about  a  year  and  a  half ;  but 
it  did  not  produce  the  universal  rain  with 
which  the  country  had  been  threatened." 
(Gouge  on  Banking,  2d  part,  page  41.)  *'  Hany 
persons,"  sud  Doctor  Seybert,  writing  in  1816, 
(Satires,  page  622,)  "  viewed  a  dissolnUon  of 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  a  uar 
Uxmal  calamity ;  it  was  asserted  that  a  general 
ba^cruptt^  mast  follow  that  event.  The  fact 
was  otherwise ;  ev^  branch  of  industry  con- 
tinued nnintemipted — no  fulures  in  tlie  mer- 
cantile community  were  attributed  to  that 
occurrence," 

I  have  no  fears  that  the  dissolution  of  the 
present  bank  will  produce  the  disastrous  con- 
sequences now  predicted.  It  cannot,  per  »e, 
do  so;  uid  if  distress  and  embarrassment 
should  follow  it,  it  will  be  owing  to  the  criminal 
conduct  of  those  who  manage  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose of'  compelling  the  community  to  grant  a 
recharter. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  hare  now  closed  my  argu- 
ment npon  the  main  snl^ect  of  the  debate; 
and  will  conclnde  by  making  a  few  remarks 
npon  the  approbrious  epithets  which  have  been 
so  conrteoQsIy  heaped  upon  the  Fnadent  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  President  has  been  denounced  here  and 
elsewhere  as  a  tyrnnt  and  usurper,  for  having 
seized  the  sword  and  the  parse,  and  for  having 
done  an  act  which,  in  England  or  France, 
would  have  brooght  the  head  of  the  King  to 
the  block. 

Ur.  Speaker,  is  Andrew  Jackson  a  tyrant! 
Are  we  slaves  crawling  to  the  footstool  of 
IMwert  Is  not  the  fact  that  gentlemen  can 
stand  on  this  floor,  and,  unawed,  make  these 
assotions,  the  strongest  evidence  that  we  are 
f^,  and  that  these  extravagant  denunclt^ons 
are  more  the  effect  of  an  over-heated  imagina- 
tion, than  of  the  temperate  exercise  of  right 
reason  t   Did  Andrew  Jackson  act  the  tynnt 


at  New  Orleans,  when,  in  the  midst  of  an 
armed  soldiery,  fresh  firom  the  ^ils  of 
victory,  a  thousand  swords  wonld  have  leiq>ed 
from  their  scabbards  to  defend  him  at  his  bare 
nod,  he  submitted  to  a  sentence  from  a  civil 
tribunal,  imposing  on  him  a  heavy  fine  for 
doing  an  act  which,  tifongh  nnlawful,  saved 
his  country  from  the  unhallowed  tread  of  a 
foreign  foe  f  What  was  his  lanraage  and  con- 
duct on  that  occasion  t  The  judge  was  intim- 
idated at  the  sight  of  the  army,  and  was 
afraid  to  pass  the  sentence.  General  Jackson 
perceiving  this,  called  to  him  in  this  language : 
"  Pass  your  sentence,  sir ;  you  shall  not  be 
molested.  The  same  arm  which  has  saved 
your  city  from  an  invading  foe,  will  protect  the 
civil  magistnte  in  the  discharge  of  hia  dufy." 
The  sentence  was  prononnoed,  and  the  goiwal 
pud  it;  and,  in  tiie  &oa  of  these  facts,  this 
man  is  called  a  ^rant.  Comment  ia  nnnecea* 
sary. 

Sir,  Andrew  Jackson  stands  in  no  ueed  of  a 
vindicator  or  apologist  here.  His  acts  speak 
for  themselves.  His  deeds  of  glory  are  record- 
ed on  the  pages  of  his  country^s  history.  His 
virtues  are  embalmed  in  the  affections  of  a 
RTatefal  people,  and  bis  name  and  Cune  will 
descend  to  posterity  engraven  on  piUara  more 
durable  than  brass  or  marble. 

One  word,  sir,  as  regards  the  Secretary. 
He  has  been  denoanced  here  as  a  By<^hant 
and  tool,  and  virtually  called  a  liar.  Why  a 
he  called  a  sycophant?  Is  it  because  he 
accepted  the  office  from  which  1£t.  Duane 
was  removed  ?  Sir,  Hr.  Taney  could  not  have 
refused  this  office  with  Justice  to  the  ;^«ndent 
and  honor  to  himself.  At  a  time  when  he 
believed  that  Hr.  Duanc  would  comply  with 
the  wishes  of  the  President,  he  bad  given  an 
opinion  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  deposit^ 
withont  the  slightest  wish  or  expectation  of 
holding  bis  present  office.  But  Kr.  Duane 
refused,  and  was  therefore  removed.  The 
President,  then,  requested  Hr.  Taney  to  take 
the  office,  and  act  in  accordance  with  his  pre- 
viously expressed  opinion.  Gould  he,  under 
snoh  circumstances,  nave  reflised  ?  Could  any 
honorable  man  have  refused  t  I  think  not 

Personally,  ur,  I  know  very  little  of  Hr. 
Taney.  I  never  saw  him  nntil  this  session. 
But  I  have  long  known  bis  character  for  virtue 
and  talents  by  the  report  of  one  very  nearly 
allied  to  me  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  who 
has  known  him  long  and  intimately,  who 
admires  him  for  his  virtues,  and  feels  gratefkil 
to  him  for  his  kindness. 

Sir,  Hr.  Taney  is  a  man  of  the  most  delicato 
sense  of  honor — of  high  qualifications  for  nse- 
falness — of  the  purest  patriotism — ^the  soundest 
morale  and  the  keenest  sennbUity,  benoTOloice. 
and  philanthropy.  And  can  uiis  man  be  a 
toolj  a  sycophant?  No,  never. 

Sir,  the  bank  may  draw  her  bow  and  dis* 
charge  her  arrows  at  the  President  and  tb« 
Secretary.  It  will  be  labor  in  vain.  These 
arrows  will  never  reach  the  one  nor  the  other. 
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They  stand  on  an  emmenoe  too  high  for  the 
flight  of  such  missilea,  and  on  a  rock  of 
int^^ty  which  all  the  powers  of  the  bank  and 
heU  combined  can  never  shake. 


Fbiiut,  Uarch  28. 

^r.  J.  BocxDiN,  the  member  elect  from  Yir- 
rania,  in  the  phioe  of  his  broths,  the  late  T.  T. 
BonLDiK,  ^tpeared,  wai  swonif  and  tocdc  his 
seat 


Wbdkbsdat,  April  2. 
Death  of  Mr.  Blair^  qfSou&  Carolina, 

After  the  jonmal  was  read, 

Mr.  HoDiTPFiB  said :  Kr,  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
discharge  a  painfiJ  and  melancholy  daty,  bj 
annonncing  the  death  of  General  Jambs  Blaib, 
8  representative  from  the  State  of  Sonth  Oaro- 
lina.  The  occurrences  of  the  few  last  weeks 
fhniish  to  ns  all  an  impressive  and  awfnl  ad- 
monition of  the  preoariooa  tenure  \>j  which  we 
ludd  this  fleeting  and  fererlsh  existnioe,  while 
we  are  bat  too  pnme  to  act  as  If  it  would  never 
have  an  end.  Bcarody  have  oar  feelings  re< 
eovered  from  tlie  viidenoe  of  the  ahodc,  prodno- 
ed  bj  the  extraordinary  and  nnexampted  spec- 
tacle at  one  of  oar  nomber  faUing  dead  before 
onr  eyes,  while  in  the  act  of  addressing  the 
House  on  a  great  question  of  deep  and  a^rb- 
ing  interest  when  we  are  summoned  to  pay  the 
la^  melancholy  offices  of  humanity  to  another, 
whose  death  was  equally  sudden. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  never  have  been  able  to  feel 
that,  on  occasions  of  this  kind,  pwegyric  is  an 
appropriate  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  dead, 
xney  are  beyond  the  reach  of  pruse,  and  it  is 
not  by  this  that  thoy  are  Jadgeo,  either  in  this 
w<^a  or  the  next.  Bi(wr^>Uou  detidls,  how- 
ever brief  are^  In  my  i^miion.  not  more  appro- 
priate. Where  the  deceased  u  unknown,  tiliey 
are  seldom  of  any  interest  His  name  ^ould 
be  his  epitaph ;  and,  however  blank  it  may  ap- 
pear  to  the  vacant  eye  of  the  pasnng  sb>anger, 
it  wUl  always  have  power  to  call  up  the  recol- 
lection of  his  virtues  in  the  bosom  of  friendship, 
and  the  tear  of  undiasembled  sorrow  in  the  eye 
of  affection — offerings  more  gratefril  and  con- 
genial  to  the  disembodied  spirit,  than  the  proud- 
est monuments  which  human  art  can  erect,  or 
the  most  pompous  eulofpum  which  human  elo- 
quence can  pronounce.  Without  saying  more, 
Btr,  I  now  auc  the  ^nue  to  bestow  upon  the 
memory  of  the  deceased  the  customary  testi- 
monials of  reqteot,  by  adq;i1ing  the  resdlutions 
I  hold  in  my  band. 

lUtolv^  That  the  members  of  this  Hoiue  will  at- 
tend the  fuoCTsl  of  the  late  Javxs  Blaib,  at  4  o'clock, 
this  afternoon. 

Jiaolvedf  Thai  a  omnmittee  be  4>polDted  to  take 
order  for  superinteodlng  the  ftmenl  of  JmBi  Buib, 
deceased,  late  a  member  of  tids  House  from  the  State 
of  Sonth  CaroUna. 

jKnobed;  That  the  aeuboi  of  tUs  Bmm  irill 


teaUfy  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Jauxs  Blub 
bj  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  day». 

The  resolutions  were  adopted.  The  nsoal 
notifications  thereof  having  been  OTdered  to  be 
sent  to  the  Senate, 

On  motion .  ctf  Jii,  ICoDuxm,.  the  House  then 
ac^oumed. 

Fbidat,  April  4. 
2U  JkpotiU  and  the  Dhited  States  Sank, 

Mr.  IfoDinmx  resumed,  and  conduded  his 
remarks  in  opposition  to  the  resolutions.  [Hiis 
was  the  concluding  speech  in  the  debatej,  and 
was  conoladed  by  a  vehement  i>eroration — ^thns ;] 

Sir,  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Government 
has  plunged  the  country  into  this  stormy  sea 
of  desperate  adventure,  under  circnmBtanees 
which  greatly  aggravate  the  outrage  committed 
upon  the  constitution,  and  upon  the  rights  and 
interests  of  the  people.  What  excuse  or  apol- 
ogy can  be  offered  for  such  a  daring  assumptitm 
and  hazardous  exercise  of  power  by  the  Execu- 
tive t  When  Cromwell  usurped  the  supreme 
power  in  England,  he  saw  tiie  natim  torn  to 
pieoes  by  fiutiouB,  anddrendiedindvllUood; 
and  his  strong  arm  clutched  the  fUlen  sceptre 
to  save  the  country  from  universal  desolation. 
When  Boaaparte  returned  from  Egypt,  and  dis> 
persed  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  he  found  the 
armies  of  the  republic  driven  back,  the  finances 
involved  in  bankruptcy,  and  the  combined  pow- 
ers of  Europe  menacing  the  existence  of  France. 
Where,  said  he,  are  the  conquests  I  mode,  the 
victories  I  achieved,  the  resources  I  supplied, 
and  the  armies  I  left  for  the  security  of  France  ? 
But  what  was  the  condition  of  the  United 
States  at  that  fatal  moment,  when  the  evil 
gouns  of  the  President  prompted  him  to  as- 
sume the  fearful  responsiUIity  of  destroying 
our  system  of  credit,  deranging  our  qrstem  of 
currency,  in  open  and  avowed  oontonpt  of  the, 
le^ative  power?  What  was  there  in  that 
conation  to  afford  the  shadow  of  a  pretext  for 
the  usurpation  of  which  we  complain  ?  What 
civil  dissensions  was  it  designed  to  compose ; 
what  financial  embarrassments  and  public  suf- 
ferings was  it  calculated  to  relieve  ?  It  is  worth 
while  to  look  back  to  the  inception  of  this  exeo- 
utive  experiment  The  people  of  the  United 
States  were  in  the  eqjoymeut  of  an  unexampled 
prosperity — ^literally  oaring  in  the  sunshine  ai 
tranquillity,  abundance,  and  contentment— bless- 
ings the  more  oquisitely  realized  frtmi  thdr 
contrast  with  the  troubled  scene  which  had  re- 
oently  passed  awn*.  They  had  seen  a  dark  and 
portentous  doud  lowering  in  the  horizon,  and 
could  ahnost  hear  the  distant  thunder  and  see 
the  prelusive  fiashes  of  the  coming  storm,  which 
threatened  to  shake  the  mighty  fabric  of  this 
federal  system  to  its  deep  foundations.  But  at 
this  eventful  cri^  a  redeeming  power  was  in- 
terposed, in  the  spirit  of  concdiation ;  a  cove- 
nant of  peace  was  ratified  here,  the  storm  passed 
awi^,  and  tiie  rainbow  drded  the  arah  of  tin 
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beitveiuL  the  cheering  harbinger  of  that  happi- 
ness and  contentment  which  were  the  lot  of  a 
united  people,  nntil  the  flual  dog-daja,  when 
tills  ttuxt  pemicioDB  scheme  of  executive  nsnr- 
paUon  was  Migendered,  not  to  save  the  country 
mm  civil  dimeniriMi^  and  mtore  ita  disordered 
finances,  but  to  mar  and  deatroj  the  brightflat 
virion  <a  happioeaa  that  ever  bleaaed  thenopea 
of  anj  pw^le. 

And  I  regret  to  find  that  the  aathors  of  this 
fatal  experiment  are  resolved  to  carrj  it  on  in 
the  same  reckless  spirit  in  which  it  was  conceiv- 
ed. Nothing  has  stmok  me  more  forcibly  tiian 
the  stabboro  perseverance  of  the  administration 
in  their  deq>erate  pnrooses,  hoping  t^ainat 
bwe,  blind  to  the  palpable  resnlts  <k  experience, 
and  deaf  to  the  cries  of  a  soffering  people.  It 
ia  a  spirit  of  heartless  Indifference  to  popolar 
anffering,  wholly  without  excase,  and  almost 
withoBt  example.  We  have  been  told  by  a 
member  of  this  HoaasL  (ICr.  Bbumam,)  in  the 
•Ktenninat^q^  of  that  Roman  who  always 
cweloded  hia  apee(die8  with  mottov  "  Cai^ 
tfawe  mnat  be  aestroyed."  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  mnst  be  destroyed  by  whatever 
meana,  and  at  the  hasard  of  whatever  oonse- 
qnenoea.  "  Perish  commerce,  perish  credit ; 
^ve  ns  broken  banks  and  a  disordered  cnr- 
reney,"  rather  than  retrace  the  steps  of  thb  ex< 
eontive  crusade  ag&inst  the  bankl  And  the 
Chief  Uagistrate  himself  declares  that  neither 
"  the  (pinion  of  the  L^iaUtare,  nor  the  voice 
ctf  the  people,  shall  induce  him  to  abandon  his 

Snrpose,  wh^vermay  be  the  Baffisrings  pro- 
ncedf"  adding^  iar  the  eonsolation  <rf  the  en- 
terpri^n^  ai^  indoatrioiia  ohusea,  that,  if  thme 
ahould  2eu1  "  who  trade  npon  borrowed  coital," 
they  will  deserve  their  fate  I 

Ur.  Speaker,  we  can  scarcely  give  credit  to 
the  historian  who  records  the  degeneracy  and 
degradation  of  a  great  people  of  andqu^,  when 
he  informs  as,  that  a  Roman  I^peror  amused 
himself  by  fiddling,  while  the  capital  of  bis  em- 

gire  and  the  fortunes  of  the  Roman  people  were 
ivolved  in  one  general  conflagration.  But  our 
own  melancholy  and  woful  experience  is  but 
too  well  calculated  to  remove  any  historical 
aoeptioism  which  might  induce  ns  to  suppose, 
that  the  extraordinary  apectade  to  which  I  have 
alhided,  was  drawn  Tsthw  by  the  praoU  of 
poetry  than  by  tile  pen  of  historleal  truth.  For, 
even  at  this  ea^  period  in  oor  national  pro- 
gress, in  the  very  dawn  of  onr  republican  in- 
■titunons.  we  are  ourselves  exhibiting  to  the 
world,  which  we  vainly  bo»t  of  enlightening 
V  example,  a  qieoUole,  in  some  of  ita  as- 
meta,  more  unnatural  and  revolting  than  ita 
Roman  prototype.  If  my  recollection  of  this 
Interesting  chapter  in  the  history  of  man  be 
not  impemot,  Nero  was  not  himself  the  incen- 
diary who  applied  the  &tal  toroh  by  which  the 
temples  and  Uie  gods,  the  senate  house  and  the 
forum,  the  gorgeous  palaces,  and  the  humble 
eottagea  of  the  impaial  ci^,  were  conugned  to 
the  oevtmring  eluunt.  (Mn  yon  say  as  modi, 
dr,  I  will  not  aay  fin-  the  Fieddent  of  the 


[Ann^  1884. 

United  States,  but  for  that  irrespooeiUe  cabal, 
which  is  the  living  emblem  of  pestilence  and 
famine,  by  which  even  his  more  noble  and  gen- 
erous impulses  are  converted  into  instruments 
of  mischief?  Who  is  it  that  has  kindled  up 
that  conflagration  which  ia  now  aweqiing  over 
the  land,  like  a  prairie  fire  <^  the  weet— bearing 
destruction  in  its  boaom,  laying  a  scene  of  des- 
olation in  its  rear,  and  soattoing  orastemation 
in  ev«7  direc^toil  Nay,  sir,  who  is  it  that 
has  sacrilegiously  invaded  the  sanctuary  of  the 
constitution,  and  lif^ted  at  the  very  fires  of  tiie 
altar  that  fatal  brand,  which,  desperately  and 
vindictively  hurled — witii  whatever  ain^— has 
struck  npon  the  ^reat  temple  of  onr  national 
prosperity,  involving  it  in  "  hideous  rutn  and 
comDostion  t "  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  no  mid- 
night incendiary  that  silently  stole  into  the 
temple  with  this  Ephesian  torch,  concealed  by 
the  mantie  of  darkness.  No:  it  was  the  high- 
priest  of  the  wnutitntion  that  violated  tbeaane- 
tnary  and  deeeorated  the  flrea  d  Hba  alter.  It 
waa  in  the  broad  glare  of  noon-di^,  ftam  tiie 
imperial  hd^ta  (rf  power,  and  in  open  defluiee 
of  aU  the  moral  and  political  goaranteee  of  hn- 
mau  rights,  that  this  consuming  brand  was  cast 
into  the  elements  of  combustion^  and  which 
\  came  npon  an  astouoded  people  without  cause 
and  without  notice,  like  Heaven's  avraging  bolt 
from  a  cloudless  sky.  And  now  that  the  sigud 
bells  of  alarm  ana  distress  are  ringing  from 
one  extremity  of  this  Union  to  the  other,  min- 

Sling  their  disastrous  chimes  with  those  cries  of 
istress  which  come  to  as  from  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  heavens,  on  eveir  wind  that  blow^ 
and  formiiw  one  mi^ty  chorus  of  Indignant 
complaint  that  has  foroed  ita  way  into  the  sealed 
ears  of  infiituated  power— with  what  iTmpathy, 
with  what  feelings  of  commiseration,  with  wh^ 
"  eompnnctioufl  visitings  "  are  theee  poob  of  a 
nation's  suffering  received  by  the  aatnors  (tf  the 
c^amity  and  their  acoomplioes  t 

[Here  Mr.  Bsabdbut  made  an  explanatioo, 
disclaiming  the  language  imputed  to  him  by 
Mr.  MoDoms,  to  which  Mr.  MoD.  replied,  tiiat 
he  spoke  from  memory,  and  did  not  profess  to 
glre  the  gentieman's  words  throughout,  bnt  his 
(Mr.  MoD. 'a)  interpretation  of  tiiem.] 

Mr.  MoD.  resumed.  I  ask  you,  sir,  if  the  ad- 
minlste^on  or  it*  friends  have  raised  a  fii^ 
to  reUeve  the  oonntiy,  or  even  nttered  »  ^igle 
word  <^  enoonragonent  or  cottBolati<m  to  soottie 
the  afflictions  of  the  people  )  From  one  qoarter 
they  are  told  tiiat  they  must  be  mistaken  as  to 
their  own  sufferings,  for  that  "  the  Govemment 
feels  no  distress" — a  sentiment  in  which  I  doubt 
not,  the  office-holders,  who  constitute  that  Gov- 
ernment, will  most  ^oerely  concur.  Oh,  no  I 
the  office-holders,  from  the  President  down, 
who  live  upon  fixed  salaries,  do  not  experience 
the  least  distress,  from  that  great  national  ca- 
lamity, which  adds  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  the 
value  of  these  salaries  1  For  they  have  donbtiess 
found  out,  without  much  akiU  in  arithm^io, 
that  the  same  cause  which  depresses  the  value 
of  labor  and  all  the  pradoetiona  of  iodaator 
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twentjr-flTe  per  cent.,  increases  the  toIqc  of 
t]i«r  income  precisely  in  the  same  degree.  It 
is  not  all  wonderful,  therefore,  that  *'  the  Qot- 
emment "  should  be  able  to  bear  the  mffetings 
of  the  i>eople,  with  the  moat  philosophical  for- 
titade,  Tes,  sir,  these  gentlemen  office-holders, 
while  sitting  in  their  armed  chairs  and  eqjoying 
their  enhanced  salaries,  can  look  down  npon 
the  snfiSerings  of  the  people  with  as  much  tran- 
quillity and  oompofiare,  as  an  enerimoital  pht- 
loeopber  looks  nptm  tlw  oontoroons  of  a  reptile 
or  an  insect  e^iriog  for  Uie  want  ci  Titu  air 
nnder  one  of  his  exj^eriments  I 

And  in  what  spint  does  iho  President  of  the 
tTnited  States  receive  the  complaints  of  the 
people,  when  broaght  to  the  foot  of  the  throne! 
Ko  constitutional  monarch  in  Ohristendom 
would  Tcntnre  to  respond  the  complaints  of  his 
subjects  in  the  same  spirit  of  dictatorial  arro- 
gance 'and  snpercilions  indifference :  '*  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  pestered  with  yoor  complaints.  I 
never  will  restore  the  deporats.  I  never  will  re- 
charter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  I  have 
a  measnre  in  reserve  which  will  destroy  the 
bank  at  once,  and  which  I  am  resolved  to  ap- 
ply, if  the  bank  continnes  to  pnrsae  its  present 
coarse,  be  the  consequences  to  in^vidosls  what 
they  mayl"  The  people^  however,  are  con- 
soled by  the  royal  assurance,  that  "  those  who 
trade  npon  borrowed  capital  ought  to  break," 
which  win  of  course  prepare  Uiem  to  meet  their 
&te  with  Ohristian  fortitude  and  red^w^tion  I 
What  are  we  to  think,  sir,  of  a  President  of 
tlte  United  States,  who  can  thus  coolly  doom  to 
extermination  a  large  proportion,  probably 
tltree^fourths,  of  that  great  middle  class  of  our 
country,  which  constitute  tiie  bone  and  linews 
of  the  body  politic  1  What  shall  we  say  of  his 
knowledge  of  the  elmentsof  oorn^onal  wealth 
and  productive  indnsti^t  The  most  nseAil, 
tndaiftrioufl^  and  produotiTe  oIbsb  of  onreiticens, 
habitually  trade  upon  borrowed  capital  to  a 
Tery  great  extent  It  would  be  a  curious  sub- 
ject m  Btatlstical  inquiry,  and  I  will  venture  to 
conjecture  that,  taking  the  average  of  this 
class,  one-third  part  of  their  active  capital  is 
founded  npon  (u^it,  in  some  sh^e.  Every 
American  statesman  should  know,  what  does 
not  fmpear  to  have  been  dreamed  of  in  the 
President's  philosophy,  that,  owing  to  the  sta- 
bility and  security  of  our  Institutions,  credit 
has  become  an  element  of  wealth  and  a  substi- 
tute for  money ;  a  state  of  things  which  can 
only  e^t  under  constitutional  Governments, 
and  which  has  heretofore  existed  in  our  ooun- 
tiy  in  an  extent  unknown,  perhaps,  to  any 
otiier.  Hmce,  among  other  oanaes,  the  unpre- 
cedented prt^ress  of  our  prosperi^. 

But  to  return.  It  seems  that  the  complunts 
of  the  people  are  rude,  unmannerly,  and  dis- 
loyal— as  if  the  porter  at  the  palaoe  would  say 
to  their  committees,  Do  not  annoy  the  ear  of 
mi^esty  with  the  harsh  dissonance  of  your 
complunts,  but  regale  it  with  a  sweet  serenade 
of  nattering  symphonies;  and  if  yon  must 
pr^  ibr  relief  m  the  exfcremitjr  of  jofa  nffer^ 
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in^  be  sure  and  conclude  your  supplication 
with  a  political  doiology,  ascribing  aU  power, 
and  all  praise,  and  all  glory  to  the  defied 
Offisar  I 

But,  sir,  the  people  of  the  United  States  are 
not  to  be  put  off  in  this  way ;  and  I  will  take 
leave  to  commend  to  the  consideration  of  "  the 
Government^"  and  particularly  to  those  fat, 
sleek,  office-holding  gentlemen  who  feed  ont  of 
the  public  crib,  an  instructive  picture,  drawn 
to  the  life  by  the  great  master  painter  of  the 
human  passions,  firing  the  canvass  of  Oaina 
Marcius  for  the  eoDsali£ip,  Shakspeare  repre- 
sents two  Soman  dtizens  as  holding  a  dialogue 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  republic.  Gains 
Uardus,  better  known  by  the  name  of  Ooriola- 
nuB,  relying  upon  his  military  services,  and  the 
support  of  the  patricians,  who  were  the  office- 
hole  lers  of  that  day,  exhibited  a  haughty  and 
imperious  bearing,  contemning  the  restnunts 
of  law  and  all  the  civil  authorities  of  the  re- 
public. It  was  a  period  of  much  popular  dis- 
tress, increased  by  the  extravagance  and  ra- 
padty  of  those  in  authority,  when  the  two 
dtizms  are  introduced  disourang  the  polltka 
of  the  day.  Ton  know  tiie  &te  of  Ooriolanus ; 
and  I  warn  the  friends  of  Graieral  SaAaaOf 
that,  although  military  glory  has  great  fascina- 
tion, and  though  the  Americans  are  a  grateful 
people,  ud  have  refuted  the  calumny  that  re- 
publics are  ungratefU,  he  must  not  rely  too 
mudi  upon  that  glory,  nor  tax  the  national 
gratitude  beyond  all  endurance.  I  particularly 
warn  his  disinterested  personal  and  politick 
Mends,  that,  if  they  do  not  rescue  him  from 
the  mercenary  sycophants  who  are  murdering 
his  reputation,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  man  who  came  into  the  presi- 
dential office  with  more  popularity  and  a  more 
enviable  Dame  than  any  Chief  Magistrate  unee 
the  days  of  Washington,  will  go  into  retire- 
ment, when  he  ceases  to  be  surrounded  with 
the  app^ages  and  patronage  of  power,  es- 
corted  by  tiie  execrations  of  a  betrayed  people, 
and  deserted  by  the  heartiess  flatterers  who 
have  been  the  means  of' betraying  him.  I 
shall  be  very  far,  Mr.  Speaker,  from  taking  any 
pleasure  In  the  fulfilment  of  this  anticipation. 
It  is  with  an  oppodte  sentiment  that  I  perceive 
the  strong  passions  and  naturally  high  impulses 
of  a  venerable  old  man,  pcrv^ted  to  sinister 
ends,  uid  made  the  instmments  of  ruin  to  the 
country,  and  destruction  to  his  own  fiune. 

No  human  sagacity  can  exactiy  predict  what 
direction  this  oalamitow  state  of  things  will 
take,  or  In  what  ostaatooplio  it  will  terminate. 
But  as  I  am  a  firm  believer  in  the  retribntive 
justice  of  a  snpenntending  Providenoe,  I  think 
It  not  improbable  that  '"even-handed  justice 
may  commend  the  poisoned  chalice  to  the  lips" 
of  tiiose  who  intended  it  for  the  lips  of  others. 
It  may  hi^pen  that  wicked  projectors  of  this 
pernicious  experiment,  and  their  schemes  of 
avarice  and  ambition,  will  be  the  first  to  feel 
ita  destmotive  eneivy ;  and  gentiemen  most  n<A 
be  nurpriaed  if  toe  -very  nnt  abook  of  tliii 
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migbty  galTacio  battery  of  credit  aod  currency, 
riioula  prostrate  the  favorite  STBtem  of  tbose 
who  have  Impioosly  presnnied  to  tamper  vith 
those  mighty  elements,  withont  comprMidnding 
their  nature  and  power. 

But  I  must  hasten  to  the  consideration  of  the 
remedy  "by  which  the  country  is  to  be  relieved 
from  its  present  embarrassment  and  suffering. 
And  first  I  will  examine  the  projects  of  remedy 
held  out  by  the  adminietration.  Since  the 
commeQcement  of  the  aession,  the  fHeods  of  the 
administration  in  Congress  have  been  repeatedly 
and  urgently  called  upon  to  disclose  their  plan 
of  relid— their  final  arrangement  of  the  great 
subject  of  the  enrrency.  And  pray  what  has 
been  the  answer  I  "Why,  sir, 

"  Tarlons,  thftt  ths  mtad  of  dMottorf  msn, 
Stadlons  of  chuin  ud  fond  of  noToltr, 
Uar  be  iadiil«ad> 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambbe- 
LKro)  favored  the  House  with  a  very  edifying 
disqniution  on  the  system  of  Scotch  banking, 
which  he  commend^  to  our  admiration  and 
adopUon,  alUioogh  it  is  a  mere  pwer  system, 
without  a  specie  basis,  practicable  in  Scotland 
from  the  fixed  and  regnlar  habits  of  trade,  bat 
whcUy  ini^iplicable  to  onr  peooliar  habits  and 
fyderu  system.  Another  goitleman,  in  another 
qoarter,  (Mr.  Wbtght,  of  New  YorkO  stfmding 
in  a  vei7  confidentiid  relation  to  the  J&xecntive, 
informs  the  country  that  the  administration  is 
resolved  to  adhere  to  the  system  of  State  bank 
depositories,  on  the  faith  of  that  sagacious 
financial  prediction,  which  assured  us  that  Uiia 
system  would  furnish  the  country  with  a  enr- 
rency equal  to  that  ftunished  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  if  not  better.  A  thu^  gentle- 
man, (Mr.  BivKs,  of  Virginia,)  speaking  still 
more  anthoritatively  the  sentiments  of  the 
admiDistration,  has  amosed  the  country  with 
a  homilj,  more  In  the  spirit  of  poetry  than  of 
practical  ^tesmanship,  in  favor  of  the  beau 
ideal  of  a  hard-money  Government;  a  aoheme 
just  as  practicable  as  it  would  be  to  roll  back 
the  ourrout  of  time,  and  carry  hack  the  present 
generation,  with  all  its  interests  and  improve- 
ments, to  the  golden  age  of  fabulous  antiquity  ? 
The  (^ministration  are  singularly  fortunate  in 
one  respect.  Occupying  a  position  which  makes 
it  very  convenient  to  he  *'  all  things  to  all  men," 
they  have  in  Congress  genUemen  of  all  manner 
of  opinions,  each  prepared  to  exhibit  to  the 
different  political  divisions  of  the  country,  even 
his  own  peculiar  scheme,  as  the  plan  tiie 
administration.  Sir,  it  bas  been  somewhere 
■aid  that  language  was  deigned  to  answer  two 
neat  parposes :  the  one  to  convey  oar  ideas, 
the  omer  to  conceal  them.  Being  myself  a 
plidn,  strughtforward  man,  accustomed  to  say 
what  I  thimc,  and  think  what  I  say,  I  have  no 
practical  knowledge  of  this  latter  use  of  lan- 
guage, though  I  can  very  well  imagine  tliat  a 
mere  political,  and  particnlarly  a  trading  poli- 
tician, if  there  be  sudi  a  thin|;,  would  find  it 

singular  advantage  in  oertam  oritioal  emer- 
gencies. What|  fbr  example^  do  the  adndnis- 
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tration  mean  by  throwing  ont  those  visionary 
and  notoriously  impracticable  schemes,  duMling 
and  blinding  the  public  eye  by  their  flickering 
glare  aud  conflictmg  rays,  giving  no  light,  bnt 
serving  rather  to  increase  the  darkness  visit>Iel 
Are  they  designed  to  enlighten  the  public  mind 
as  to  the  ultimate  scheme  of  Qovemment  bank- 
ing, in  which  these  disorders  of  the  enrrency 
are  to  terminate  I  For  no  snch  vulgar  purpose  I 
And  let  me  inform  the  Honse  and  the  country 
that  the  administration  are  not  without  the 
authority  of  a  veiy  high  example  for  the  course 
they  are  pursuing.  Dnring  that  eventfiil  period 
of  En^lsh  history  which  intervened  betweon 
the  execution  of  Charles  I.  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Protectorate,  Oliver  Cromwell, 
then  Lord  General  of  England,  and  who  was 
permitted,  by  a  sort  of  parliamentary  courtesy, 
to  speak  before  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, had  frequent  occ^on  to  express  himself 
on  the  state  of  the  country.  On  one  occasion 
in  particular,  when  the  public  disorders  aod 
distresses  had  reached  a  crisis  which  rendered 
the  necessity  of  some  change  obvious  to  every 
one,  he  made  one  of  those  artfol,  involved, 
ambiguous,  and  inoomprehenrible  speeches  for 
which  he  was  so  remarkable ;  and,  after  por- 
traying, with  great  distinctness  and  power,  the 
ruinous  tendency  of  the  prevailing  anardty, 
pronouncing  it  to  he  utterij  intolerable ;  at  tiiis 
eventful  moment,  when  hia  whole  andienoe  hnng 
upon  his  lips,  aitxioualy  expecting  the  rerda- 
tiou  of  some  grand  remedy  for  the  convulsioos 
of  the  country,  he  concluded  his  speech,  as  the 
historian  informs  us,  "  by  explaining  to  the  as- 
sembled Parliament  the  eighty-fifth  psalm." 
Now,  sir,  I  have  always  entertained  a  strong 
prejudice  ag^st  Cromwell,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  do  him  justice  m  any  thing ;  but  I 
will  affirm  before  this  House,  and  maintain 
before  any  tribunal  in  the  world,  that  his  rem- 
edy for  the  anarchy  of  England  was  as  prao 
ticable,  as  sincere,  and  as  intelligible,  as  that 
conAmon  of  false  lights  which  thb  administn- 
tion  has  throvn  ont  to  cover  deigns  against 
the  liberties  of  this  country,  more  fatal  than 
those  which  Cromwell  had  formed  agi^Dst  the 
liberties  of  England. 

Do  you  doubt,  sir,  that  when  Cromwell  was 
amusing  the  Parliament  by  expoxmding  a  psaluL 
his  mind  was  filled  with  the  alluring  vision  of 
crowns,  sceptres,  and  all  the  appendages  of  that 
more  than  kingly  power,  which  he  had  then 
resolved  to  eetablisn.  And  can  we  doubt,  in 
the  midst  of  oonourring  signs  which  every- 
where meet  the  eye,  that  it  is  the  settied  pnr- 
pose  of  the  existing  dynas^,  to  perpetuate  ito 
power  by  a  gigantic  system  «  govemment 
banking,  without  any  example  in  histon  t 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  experience  of  the  last  fsir 
years  has  entirely  changed  my  views  as  to  the 
destiny  of  the  human  race.  All  my  youtliftd 
visions  of  the  perfectibility  of  mankind  have 
vanished  before  the  sad  realities  of  the  times. 
They  are  gone  forever.  I  am  now  constrained 
to  believe^  that  with  an  the  lij^ti  of  reason  aod 
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experience,  and  the  political  improrementa  of 
onr  country,  men  are  etill  the  idolatrous  and 
predestined  victims  of  Imposture.  Before  that 
tiod,  to  whom  I  am  req>on^ble  for  vhat  I  say 
here,  I  do  helioTe  that  the  annals  <^  human 
idoMry  and  delntiion  oannot  flimish  an  example 
of  a  more  impudent,  audaoious,  and  monstrous 
imposture,  than  that  which  this  administration 
is  attempting,  and  I  fear,  with  too  much  success, 
to  Didm  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
tmder  tiie  flimsy  and  aelusiTe  guise  of  return- 
ing to  the  primitive  simplicity  of  a  "hard- 
money  Oovemment  1 "  Nothing  that  I  hage 
read,  amongst  all  the  superstitions  of  the 
world,  transcends  its  monstrous  audacity.  "  A 
hard-money  Government  1 1 "  From  what  <^uar- 
ter  is  it  to  come  t  and  in  what  manner  is  it  to 
l>egi]i  I  Is  it  to  come  from  the  land  which  is 
already  overshadowed  by  the  "  safety -flind  sys- 
of  converting  commercial  banks  into 
poUtioal  machines  I  Under  such  anspioes,  it 
very  naturally  commences  by  establishing  a 
mere  paper  system,  wholly  unconnected  with 
specie,  by  way  of  going  back  to  "  a  hard-money 
Government  I "  De^roy  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States ;  remove  the  only  effective  bar- 
rier which  can  restrain  an  unlimited  issue  of 
the  mere  rag  currency  which  once  before 
afflicted  the  country,  and  all  will  be  well  1 1 
An  unchecked  syst^  of  paper  issnes,  a  "  fed- 
eral safet^-fand  system,"  is  a  most  extraor- 
dinary piece  of  maohineiy  for  coining  bard 
money  1  Tet  snch  is  the  watcdiword,  such  is 
the  tuismanio  motto  of  the  "  republican  party," 
as  it  has  been  proclaimed  by  that  official  organ 
which  seldom  speaks  hut  in  the  words  of  its 
master ;  and  through  which  the  general  orders 
have  been  issned  for  the  pending  and  approach- 
ing campaigns.  It  Is  a  contest  between  Jackson 
money  and  bank  money  1  hard  money  and 
paper  money  1  Let  the  partisans  of  the  admin- 
istration put  a  few  silver  dollars  in  their 
pockets  and  make  them  jingle  on  the  hostings, 
and  the  victory  is  certain  1  Jackson  money  I 
"Will  any  genUemen  inform  me  how  maob 
Jackson  money  now  cironlatea  in  Kew  Tork  I 
Or  is  Jaokson  money  like  Jaoksoa  dmiooraoy, 
one  thing  in  New  York  and  another  in  Virginia  ? 
Fray,  what  is  Kew  Yorit  Jaakaoa.  money? 

Bat,  ur,  what  are  the  signs  by  which  this 
golden  age  is  heralded  foru^  to  bless  the  eyes 
of  the  foithfhl  ?  The  blow  of  death  is  scarcely 
■track  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  when, 
without  waiting  for  its  expiring  groans,  behold 
a  liost  of  banks  of  all  sizes,  are  seen  springing 
up  like  pestilential  exhalations.  A  bank  with 
a  capitiu  of  ten  millions,  in  Louisiana,  and 
another  in  Ohio,  and  another  in  Kentucky; 
and  I  do  not  know  how  many  more  are  in  con- 
templation ia  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 
But  what  ia  mnoh  more  "  germane  to  the  mat- 
ter," we  have  recently  seen  a  pn^ect  brought 
forward  In  Kew  Yco-k  by  the  authors  and 
managers  of  tiie  "safbty-fbnd  astern,"  and 
eridenUy  to  prop  that  tottering  ftbria  to  make 
•  loan  of  rix  miUioni  of  dfdlan  to  toe  banks 
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confederated  by  that  system,  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  the  people  from  the  distresses  pro- 
duced by  this  executive  experiment,  and  the 
whole  property  of  the  people  of  Kew  York  is 
to  be  mortgaged  for  the  redenu>tIon  oi  the 
stock  which  is  thus  to  be  placed/ in  the  hands 
of  politicians  to  corrupt  and  purchase  up  the 
people  1  In  Pennsylvania  also,  we  see  indica- 
UoDs  equally  unequivocal  of  an  approaohlDg 
catastrophe.  At  a  great  Jackson  meeting  in 
Philadelphia,  trumpeted  forth  as  ooe  of  the 
lu'geat  and  most  imposing  ever  assembled  in 
that  city,  graced  by  the  presence  of  a  former 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  former  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  aud  all  the  office-holders,  the 
audacious  proposition  was  made  and  oarrieo,  to 
sell  the  seven  millions  of  bank  8to(&  owned  by 
the  United  States,  and  lend  the  prooeeds  to  the 
State  banka  under  the  autlionty  and  disore- 
tion  of  this  administration.  Under  Uie  aonie 
auspices,  a  prmosition  has  been  made  to  tiie 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  establidi  a  State 
bank,  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions,  one-Iinlf 
to  be  Buhsoribed  by  the  State — a  mere  political 
machine  for  squandering  the  money  of  the 
people  to  accomplish  the  corrupt  purposes  of 
desperate  politicians.  Such  are  a  few  of  the 
more  prominent  dgns  of  coming  events,  and 
no  man  who  does  not  voluntarily  close  bis  eyes 
upon  what  is  passing  before  him  and  around 
him,  can  behold  them  without  alarm.  I  do 
most  solemnly  believe  that  if  the  adniinistralion 
shall  succeed  in  their  present  projects,  for  oom- 
bining  the  banking  with  tlie  political  power  of 
the  country,  they  will  establish  a  colossal  des- 
potism without  any  parallel  In  history,  and 
wielding  an  element  of  politicd  power  wholly 
unknown  to  any  other  age  or  country.  It  is 
an  eventfbl  crisis  in  our  history,  and  it  remdna 
to  be  decided  whether  the  people  can  be  made 
the  dupes  of  this  monstrous  scheme  of  ambi- 
tion, covered  over  by  the  pretence  of  going 
back  to  a  silver  currency.  Sir,  it  is  not  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  human  idolatry, 
when  the  horrid  features  of  a  foul  and  unnatursl 
monster  of  imposture  have  bcNen  concealed  from 
the  eyes  of  his  deluded  fc^owers,  by  a  silver 
veil.  Yon  have  no  doubt  read,  rir,  the  instruc- 
tive iilustration  of  tibe  weakness  of  faumon  ddu- 
sion,  and  the  boldness  of  human  imposture, 
furnished  by' the  Irish  poet  in  the  story  of  the 
Veiled  Prophet  of  Khorassan.  Deprived  of 
nature's  fair  proportion^  the  bold  impostor 
covered  his  deformity  with  a  ulver  veU,  and 
hoisted  a  broad  white  flag ;  upon  which  was 
inscribed,  in  the  words  of  sunuiine,  "freednn 
to  the  world."  Holding  out  the  allazlsg  prom- 
ise, that  he  would  set  free 

"Thla  feUored  worid  from  •my  tmd  udctalB, 
And  bring  lis  primal  gloritt  bMk  ■gsla." 

He  drew  nulli<uu  of  devoted  followers  to  hie 
banner.  And  after  he  had  previdled  upon  them 
to  sacrifice  their  sonb  and  bodies  to  his  unholf 
rites,  be  raised  the  veU,  and,  instead  of  disoloe- 
;  ing  the  promiied  vision  of  neavenlj  lights  ex- 
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hibited  his  foal  lineaments  "  in  grinning  mock- 
ery ; "  excliuming  to  his  wretch&d  victims, 

"Tkerc^  f«  wIm  ulDto,  b«hir1d  jonr  light,  joar  itar, 
Te  would     dapcs  wtd  Tiottmii,  uid  ye  wa." 

May  the  honest  devotees  of  a  hard-money 
carrency,  the  '*  working  men's  society,"  and 
t31  others  who  are  opposed  to  the  banking 
mtem,  upon  whateror  prindplefl,  take  warning 
from  the  example  of  these  TofontarT  victims  or 
a  daring  impostor,  and  avoid  Uieir  fate  1  They 
here  behold  their  ftte  aocurately  prefigared, 
if  they  do  not  rise  np  and  resist  the  scheme  of 
imposture  which  I  have  attempted  to  expose. 
Let  the  people  of  the  United  States  rouse  np 
from  their  uamber  of  fatal  secnrity,  or  when 
they  do  awake,  it  will  be  only  to  clank  their 
ohfllns. 

Kr.  MoDuTFiB  having  conolnded  his  speech, 
ttie  qnestion  was  londly  called,  with  a  demand 
Ibr  the  previous  question,  whidi  was  carried. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz. :  *'  Will 
this  House  coacur  with  the  Committee  of  Ways 
-and  ViBMaa  in  the  resolntioiu  rc^Knrted  by  them 
totUsHonset" 

Ur.  WnDS  demanded  tiiat  the  qnestion  should 
be  divided,  so  aa  to  take  a  vote  separately  on 
each  rewdntion. 

It  waa  divided  accordingly :  and  pat,  first, 
upon  concurring  in  the  first  of  the  resolutions 
reported,  viz. : 

*'Rt»olved,  niat  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
onght  not  to  be  recharteced." 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
aa  followft— yeas  184,  nays  83. 

Tub.— Messrs.  John  Adams,  Wllham  Allen,  An- 
thony, Archer,  Be^e,  Bean,  Bearddey,  Beaumont, 
John  Bell,  John  Blair,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Brown,  Boncb,  Bynam,  Campbell,  Cbkmbreleng, 
Cumicbael,  Garr,  C^sey,  Chaney,  GhiQD,  Claiborne, 
Samuel  Clark^ay,  Clayton,  Clowney,  Coffee,  Con- 
nor, Cramer,  W.  R.  Davis,  Davenport,  Day,  Dicker- 
aon,  BicUnsoQ,  Dunlap,  Felder,  Forester,  Foster, 
W.  K.  FUler,  Fulton,  Oalbnuth,  Gholson,  OLUet, 
Oihner,  Gordon,  Grayson,  GriOn,  Joe.  Hall,  T.  H. 
HaU,  Halsey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Jos.  M.  Harper, 
Harrison,  Hatbawvr,  Hawkins,  Hawes,  Heath,  Hen- 
denoD,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  Hundngton,  Inge, 
Jarvis,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Noadiah  Johnson,  Gave 
Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Bei^amin  Jones,  Kjiva- 
nagh,  umard,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence, 
I«y,  Luke  Lea,  Thomas  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyall,  Lncas, 
Lyon,  Lytle,  Ab\jah  Hann,  Joel  K.  Uann,  Hardis, 
John  Y.  Mason,  Hoses  Mason,  Mclnlire,  McKay, 
KcKinley,  UcLene,  McTean,  Miller,  Henry  Mitchell, 
Robert  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  Murpliy,  Osgood, 
Page,  Farlts,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Fesrce,  Fey- 
ton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Fierson,  Finckney,  Plommer, 
Pidk,  Bencher,  Schenck,  Schley,  SUnn,  Smith, 
^ght,  Btandefer,  Stoddert,  Sutberiand,  William 
Taylor,  William  P.  Taylor,  Francis  Thomas,  Thom- 
son, Tamer,  TurriU,  Vanderpoel,  Wagencr,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whallon— 134. 

Mats. — ^Messrs.  John  Qnincy  Adams,  Chilton  At- 
las, Herman  Allen,  John  J,  AUen,  Ashley,  Banks, 
Banier,  Bandts,  Barringer,  B»lies,  Beaty,  James 
H.  Bdl,  Binney,  Brigni  Bull,  Bn^es,  Cage,  Cham- 
bwa,  <Mton,  Gboata,  William  Clw±,  Conrin^  Cott*- 
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ter.  Crane,  Crockett,  Darlington,  Amos  Daris,  De- 
berry,  Dening,  Dennis,  JKekson,  Duncan,  EUaworth, 
Evans,  Edward  Everett,  Horace  Everett,  FlBaion, 
Foot,  Fhilo  C.  Fnller,  Qraham,  Greno^  Hnand 
Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  James  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Jabez  W.  Huntin^n,  Jackson,  William  C.  John- 
son, Lincoln,  Martindale,  Marshall,  McCarty,  VcCo- 
mas,  McDuffle,  HcEennan,  Kercer,  Miliigan,  Moore, 
Pope,  Potts,  Seed,  Willtsm  B.  Shepbenl,  Aw.  H. 
Shepperd,  Wilham  Blade,  Charles  Slade,  Shoane, 
Spangler,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Tweedy, 
Vance,  Yinton,  Watmough,  Edward  T.  White, 
Frederick  Whittlesey,  EUsha  Whittlesey,  Wilde, 
WilBama,  Wilson,  Toong— 8S. 

So  the  House  concurred  in  the  first  reeols- 
tion. 

The  second  resolntion  was  then  read  aa  fid- 
lows: 

"S.  .RssoAm^  That  the  piddio  dmiitB  ooght  DsC 
to  be  restored  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States."  . 

And  decided  hj  yeas  and  n^a— yeaa  IIG^ 

nays  108. 

The  third  resoluMon  was  then  agreed  to— 
yeas  117,  nays  106. 
The  following  is  the  third  resolution : 

"  3.  JtMolved^  That  the  State  banks  onght  to  be 
continued  as  the  plaees  of  depodt  of  the  pabBa 
money,  and  that  ft  is  expe^nt  for  Cmgress  to 
make  further  proriaon  by  law,  prescribing  the 
mode  of  selecUon,  the  securides  to  be  taken,  and 
the  manner  and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  en- 
ploy«L" 

The  fourth  was  then  read  as  follows : 

"  4.  Seaolved,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing, as  far  as  practicable,  the  cause  of  the  commer- 
du  embarrassment  and  distress  complained  of  by 
nomeroua  ddsens  of  the  United  States,  in  aandry 
memorials  wtdcb  have  been  presented  to  Congrea 
at  the  present  sesrion,  and  of  inquiring  wlietber 
the  eharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  has 
been  violated,  and  also  what  cormptlons  and  abases 
have  existed  in  its  management;  whether  it  hu 
used  its  corporate  power  or  money  to  control  the 
press,  to  inteiftre  in  politics,  or  influence  electiua, 
and  whether  it  has  bad  any  agency  throngfa  Ui 
management  or  meney,  in  prodacing  the  existing 
pressure,  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inspect 
the  books  and  examine  into  the  proceedings  <^  the 
Bsid  bank,  who  shall  report  whether  the  prorisioas 
of  the  charter  have  been  violated  or  not,  and  also 
what  abuses,  corruptions,  or  malpractices  have 
existed  in  the  management  of  said  bank;  and  that 
the  add  committee  be  authorised  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  to  summon  and  examine  wit- 
nessM  on  oath,  and  to  examine  into  the  affiurs  of 
the  bank  and  branches ;  and  they  are  further  au- 
thorized to  visit  the  principal  bank,  or  any  of  its 
branches,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  books, 
correroondence,  accoimts,  and  other  papers  con- 
nected with  its  management  or  budness,  and  that 
the  sidd  committee  be  reqidred  to  report  the  lemtt 
ot  snob  Investigation,  together  with  the  eridnos 
lliey  may  take,  at  as  eariy  a  day  as  ptaoticalde  " 

And  dedded  by  yeas  170,  naja  ^ 
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TuBSDAT,  April  16. 
Dea^  (if  Mr.  Denni$, 

Hr.  Btoddbbt,  of  Maryland,  rose,  ud  ad- 
dressed the  Hoase  as  follows : 

Hr.  Speaker:  la  annoanciDg  the  death  of 
Littleton  PuBimi.  Dkitnis,  a  Bepresentative 
OQ  this  floor  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  I  dis- 
ohaiige  a  sad  and  Bolemn  daty.  Not  a  week 
has  elapsed  since  he  mingled  in  the  dalibera- 
tiona,  and  co-operated  in  the  active  daties  of 
tiiia  Honse :  he  now  deeps  the  sleep  of  death. 
What  an  inqiressiTe  iUnstratioB  of  Uie  instabil- 
ity of  hmnan  lift — "  of  what  shadows  we  are, 
and  what  shadows  we  pnrane  1 "  The  deceas- 
ed stood  to  me,  sir,  in  the  double  rdatim  of 
colleague  and  friend.  I  knew  Mm  long  and 
well.  He  was  a  nsefbl,  benevolent,  and  esti- 
mable man,  and  has  finished  his  coarse  in  hwior. 
He  was  no  tame  and  ordinary  oharacter ;  and 
althoQgh  his  modesty  may  have  delayed  the 
development  of  his  facnlties  for  pnUio  service, 
daring  his  brief  connection  with  this  House,  his 
State  is  not  left  without  proo&  of  his  legislative 
prudence  and  skill.  He  served  her  in  both 
branches  of  her  Legislatnre  for  many  years, 
with  honor  and  abili^.  He  was  well  gifted  hj 
nature,  well  edooated,  and  well  prindpTed.  His 
native  sagacity,  soond  Jodgment  ana  detddon, 
and  parity  of  purpose,  made  him  what  be  was 
— a  citable  and  honest  public  agent.  The 
brave,  generons,  open,  and  manly  qnalities  of  his 
nature  secnred  him  the  cot^dence  and  affec- 
tions of  the  people  among  whom  he  lived,  vaA 
made  it  their  delight  to  honor  him. 

He  is  gone  hence,  sir ;  but  his  memory  will 
sorvive,  embalmed  in  the  kindly  regftrds  of  those 
who  knew  and  appreciated  his  noble  and  maniy 
qualities,  and  onembittered  and  untarnished  by 
a  single  act  of  meanness,  ii^nstice,  and  <^pres- 
uon.  He  died,  as  he  had  hved,  deserving  and 
MMMflBlnBr  the  warm-hearted  tttaem  of  many, 
the  iU-wiU  of  wme.  As  tbe  last  act  of  respeot- 
fbl  dnty  wbioh  it  remdns  for  frindahip  to  per- 
form, I  move  yon,  dr,  the  fi^owing  resolu- 
tions: > 

Jte»clv«d,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
attend  the  funertl  ci  the  late  LinLmm  Puikxll 
DcinnS  at  IS  o'clodc  UMnmrow. 

Heaolvfd,  That «  committee  be  ^)p<dnted  to  take 
order  fat  BaperintendlDg  the  fasend  of  Littlkton 
PcBRBLL  DcNHiB,  deccMcd,  taM  a  member  of  this 
Honse  from  the  State  of  HaryUnd. 

JUaoivtd,  That  the  members  of  this  Hooaa  will 
tastily  their  retptct  to  the  memoiy  of  Lmunos 
PuKXKLL  PxMifiB,  bj  Wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm 
for  thirty  days. 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to 
notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  ItnTunoK  P.  Dut- 
MIS,  late  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the  8t^ 
of  Maryland,  and  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to- 
morrow, at  IS  o'clock,  from  the  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Repreeentatives. 

The  above  resoIutioQS  and  order  wa«  noan- 
imonaly  adopted ;  and  tlien 
The  House  a^Jonmed. 


[H.  wB. 


Sathedat,  April  19. 
£elie/o/MTt.  Staan  Decatur. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  condderaU<m 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  I)eoatat^,  widow 
and  representative  of  Oaptain  Stephen  Detatnr, 
deceased. 

Mr.  Httbbabd,  of  N.  H.,  said:  All  agree,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tri- 
poli, was  one  of  the  most  heroic  and  daring 
aets  reocnded  in  naval  histtny.  All  agree  that 
the  enterprise  was  oonodved  and  was  executed 
in  that  pure  love  of  country  which,  forgetting 
self,  looks  only  to  her  honor  and  to  her  glory. 
All  agree,  that  the  man,  whose  valor  and  whose 
virtae  induced  the  performance  of  that  deed  of 
daring,  is  "  above  all  pnuse."  'Whethra*  regard- 
ed in  its  origin,  in  its  oharacter,  or  in  its  con- 
sequences, it  cannot  fiul  to  fill  the  mind  wiUi 
admiration,  and  to  cause  every  troe  friend  of 
his  country  to  r^oioe  that  the  valorous  and  self- 
devoted  spirits  which  achieved  that  measure 
of  nationiu  glory  were  the  spirits  of  his  own 
independent  America.  That  act  of  heroism 
cannot  too  highly  be  appreciated.  It  has  been, 
and  it  will  be,  oonunnided  In  eveiy  oonntry 
where  publie  virtue  and  public  vwr  are  re- 
garded as  adding  to  natkmal  greatness  and 
national  glory. 

Before  I  proceed,  Mr.  Ohairman,  to  notice  the 
particular  objections  which  have  been  made  to 
the  bill,  I  will  advert  to  the  circumstances 
which  preceded  and  which  immediately  snc- 
ceeded  the  capture  of  the  Philadelphia.  I  will 
do  this  in  order  to  diow  the  practical  value  of 
the  achievement  which  is  now  the  subject  of 
oonfflderation.  I  will  do  this  to  show,  that  the 
most  iMnefleial  effects  were  the  direct  and  im- 
mediate fruits  of  this  vietOTy. 

Our  relations  with  Tripoli  and  the  other  Bar- 
bary  States,  aoterimr  and  rabaeqnent  to  that 
event,  are  replete  with  instmctive  lessons.  By 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  u>proved  in  170?', 
as  entered  into  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Bey  of  Tripoli,  a  firm  and  perpetual  peace 
and  friendship"  was  not  only  agreed  to  be 
established  and  maintained  by  the  full  consent 
of  both  parties,  but  was  also  "  gnarantjed 
the  most  potent  Dey  and  regency  of  Algiers." 

By  the  tenth  article  of  tbe  same  trea^,  it  is 

rvided  that  "  money  and  presents  demanded 
the  Bey  of  Tripoli,  as  a  full  and  satisfaotory 
oonuderaUon  on  his  part,  and  on  the  part  <n 
hia  sabjects,  for  this  tre^  of  pttpetuu  peace 
and  ftundship,  are  acknowledged  to  have  be«i 
received  by  htm  previous  to  his  signing  the  same, 
according  to  a  receipt  which  is  ^eto  annexed 
except  such  part  as  is  promised  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  to  be  delivered  and  paid  on 
t^e  arrival  of  th«r  consul  at  Tripoli,  of  which 
part  a  note  is  likewise  hereto  annexed,  and'  no 
pretence  of  any  periodical  tribute  or  further 
payment  is  ever  to  be  made  by  either  party." 

Notwithstanding  the  ratification  of  this  treaty 
— notwithstanding  the  engagements  thus  sol- 
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emnly  and  unqualifiedly  made  betweeo  the  con- 
tracting parties,  it  is  matter  of  history  that  on 
tiie  part  of  tlie  Bey  of  Tripoli,  its  provisions 
were  totally  disregarded.  It  was  npon  its  face 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  —it  was  in  practice, 
but  a  mere  pretext  for  the  most  nnwarrantable 
demands  upon  the  United  States  on  the  part 
of  the  Tripolitan  Government. 

From  1797  nntil  1801,  when  there  waa  a 
forma)  declaration  of  war  made  by  the  Bashaw 
of  Tripoli  agfdnst  our  own  repnblio,  instead 
that  protection  and  secnrtty  promised  by 
the  treaty,  every  depredation  which  rapacity 
ttod  riolence  conld  soffgeet,  was  committed 
upon  our  corameroe.  Every  exorbitant  exao< 
tioD  and  pecuniary  tribute  was  demanded  which 
thcdr  cursed  lust  for  gold  could  induce.  With- 
out the  shadow  of  right — without  any  justifia- 
ble pretence,  not  only  was  our  commerce  and 
nav^tion  interrupted,  our  property  taken  to 
aatiafy  the  uncontrolled  passion  of  the  Bashaw 
himseU^  but  aJao  oar  naUve  ciUzens,  the  sons 
oioar  own  soil,  were  captured  and  inoaroerated, 
until  the  cruel  and  merciless  exactions  ci  tb» 
Tripditan  GoTemmmt  were  answered.  Thus 
it  was  that,  In  three  short  years,  more  than 
three  hundred  thousand  dolhtfs  were  extorted 
from  UH  to  soften  the  heart  of  the  tyrant,  to 
court  the  favor  of  Tripoli  by  degraduig  the 
spirit  and  humbling  the  pride  of  America. 
Tribute  was  a  word  not  sanctjoued  in  our  na- 
tional vocabulary.  "  Millions  for  defence,  not 
a  cent  for  tribute,"  was  oar  universal  sentiment. 
The  cduros  of  the  Bashaw,  made  without  right, 
and  against  the  highest  authority  of  his  Gor- 
ernment,  were  contemned  and  openly  resisted, 
bnt  to  no  effect.  War  was  at  l^lgth  dedared ; 
Uie  standard  of  American  liberty  was  rand  to 
tbegroond;  no  alteraative  was  left.  Tosabmit 
to  the  ezaotioiia  of  unlicensed  daBpotiani  mnat 
have  been  at  tiie  laerifioe  of  our  national  honor. 
It  was  iraprasible.  The  sentiment  of  Hr.  Jeffer- 
son, the  Ohi^  Executive  Magistrate,  conmiuni- 
o^ed  to  Congress  in  December,  1801,  was  but 
the  sentimeut  of  the  whole  American  people. 

That  djsUnguished  statesman,  in  his  annual 
Message  remarked,  '*  To  this  state  of  general 
peace  with  which  we  have  been  blessed,  one 
only  exception  exists.  Tripoli,  the  least  con- 
siderable of  the  Barbary  States,  had  come  for- 
ward with  demands  unfounded  either  in  right 
or  in  compact^  and  had  permitted  itself  to  de- 
clare war,  on  our  failure  to  comply  b^bre  a 
ffiren  day.  The  style  d  the  demand  admitted 
ont  one  answer."  An  Ammoaa  squadron  was 
ordued  Into  tiie  Mediterranean  to  maintain 
fliose  rights  sacredly  goar'antied  by  the  treaty 
of  1797 ;  to  protect  our  commerce ;  to  secure 
our  citizens  from  capture ;  and  to  defend  the 
honor  of  our  country.  An  appeal  was  made 
to  the  virtue,  the  valor,  the  pnde,  and  the  pa- 
triotism of  our  republic,  "  to  carry  the  war  with 
spirit  and  with  effect  into  Africa." 

We  were  engaged  in  a  controversy  of  no 
ordinary  character,  and  with  a  naUon  of  no 
OTdinaiy  means.  Every  overture  padfio  in  ita 
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terms,  every  declaration  evincing  a  fixed  pur- 
pose to  adhere,  on  our  part,  to  treatystipulations, 
were  disregarded.  **Give,  ^vel  or  my  cor^ 
sairs  shall  destroy  your  commerce,"  was  tiie 
undisguised  language  of  the  Bashaw. 

We  prepared  for  the  conflict ;  and  the  acci- 
dental losB  of  onr  frigate  Philadelphia  was  among 
the  first  events  which  succeeded  the  declaration 
of  war.  The  way  and  mannw  oi  her  fidlmg 
into  the  poBsesdon  of  the  many  is  known  to 
every  member  of  this  committee.  The  Tusd. 
was  dislodged  from  the  rocks ;  taken  and  cap- 
tured ;  her  officers  and  crew  loaded  with  chains 
and  most  unfeelingly  incarcerated  in  their  com- 
mon prison. 

'*  Description,"  in  the  language  of  one  <rf  the 
sufferers,  "  can  convey  but  an  inadequate  idea 
of  the  horrors  of  onr  imprisonment :  we  were 
confined  in  a  dungeon  in  the  centre  of  the  castle, 
into  which  no  air  or  light  could  find  access, 
but  through  a  small  Iron  grate  in  the  teriBce  or 
ceiling."  Such  was  the  condition  c€  our  un- 
fortunate countrymen  wlio  fall  thoa  aoddentaUy 
into  the  possession  of  onr  relentless  enemy. 

The  efibct  produced  by  this  cabtnre  is  equally 
well  known.  "It  was  a  julnlee  m  Trip(di;  the 
Pacha  and  his  court  did  not  attempt  to  ooiweal 
their  exultation.  So  extravagant  wwe  his  calcu- 
lations, that  he  would  not,  after  that  event, 
listen  to  any  proposal  of  peace  and  ranamn,  for 
a  less  sum  than  one  million  of  dollars." 

Well  have  I  said,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
we  were  engaged  in  a  contest  of  no  or^nary 
character,  and  with  a  nation  of  no  ordinary  pow- 
ers. It  becune  necessary,  sir,  to  break  down 
the  demands  of  her  mad  passions ;  to  bring  her 
back  to  a  sense  of  common  justice ;  to  awaken 
something  like  prindple ;  or,  if  not,  effitttnaUy 
to  alarm  ner  fbara,  by  giving  to  her  evidanoe 
of  the  tmest  heroiam,  and  tiie  purest  patri- 
otism. 

The  bare  recital  of  the  events  which  im- 
mediately succeeded  the  capture  of  the  Philadel- 
phia, cannot  £^  even  at  this  late  period,  to 
nil  the  heart  witii  sorrow  and  sadneaa.  At 
that  time,  when  the  wrObgs  done  our  country 
aud  our  brave  men,  were  fresh  and  full  in  re- 
collection, the  arm  of  every  naval  hero  in  the 
Mediterranean  must  have  been  nerved ;  every 
heart  and  soul  must  have  been  animated. 
Honor  and  pride  must  have  stimulated  to  action, 
and  called  for  vengeance  on  the  treacherous 
foe. 

It  should  be  remembered,  that,  up  to  the  fth 
of  FebrouT,  1804,  (more  than  seven  years  aA» 
the  treaty  with  Tripoli,)  the  conduct  ot  the 
Bashaw  and  his  coiut  evinced  a  determined 
and  unprovoked  hostili^.  The  course  which 
was  left  to  our  brave  men,  then  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, was  plain,  and  of  which  they  were  duly 
sensible.  To  treat  with  the  Govermnent  of 
Tripoli  would  be  unavailing ;  to  meet  and  to 
conquer  her  corsairs  would  be  equally  ineffec- 
tual :  but  to  carry  the  war  home ;-  to  make  the 
enemy  tremble  in  his  castle ;  to  let  him  witness 
our  fixed  ud  determined  purpose;  to  make 
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him  sensible  of  our  valor,  and  of  oar  entire  de- 
Totedness  to  the  oanse  of  onr  common  oonn- 
trj,  would  alone  answer  the  great  design. 

Inflaenced  by  such  high  considerationa,  De- 
catur applied  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
squadron  for  leave  to  enter  with  such  a  vessel 
as  he  might  select,  the  harlwr  of  Tripoli,  to 
board  and  to  capture  the  Philadelphia,  there 
safely  moored.  The  proposition  was  received, 
well  weired,  maturely  considered,  and  delib- 
erately- acceded  to.  Nothing  short  of  this 
oonld  bring  down  the  proud  and  towering  ^irit 
cS  the  Bauaw  himself 

An  order  was  issued,  and  this  order  ezeonted ; 
it  was  futhfally  executed ;  and  that  eonstitntes 
the  foundation  of  the  cltam  now  set  up  for 
remnneration,  hj  the  captors  of  the  Philadel- 
phia; and  yetit  has  been  contended,  and  Is  now 
gravely  contended  here  and  elsewhere,  that 
the  order  of  Commodore  Preble  conflicts  with 
the  legal  and  equitable  rights  of  the  captors. 

I  will  transcribe,  literallj,  the  order  which 
emanated  flrom  Commodore  Preble. 

[The  order  read.] 

Such  was  the  order — an  order  most  ^thfuUj 
encnted ;  the  execution  of  whiofa  has  given  to 
onr  country  an  elevated  naval  character  among 
the  nations  d  the  earth. 

And  what,  Mr.  Ohairman,  ii  the  &ir  import, 
the  liberal  and  Jnst  construction  of  this  written 
command !  It  is  nothing  more  and  nothing  less 
than  a  direction  to  Decatur  to  board  tiie  Phila- 
delphia, and,  if  he  meets  with  resistance,  to 
carry  aU  hy  the  sword ;  in  other  words,  to  over- 
come the  enemy — to  obtain  the  entire  control, 
the  absolute  possession  of  the  vessel — to  divest 
the  enemy  m  all  right,  and  to  make  her  the 
means  (i^  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion, 
he  can)  of  destroying  the  Bashaw's  vessels  in 
the  harbor ;  or,  if  be  can,  without  risking  too 
innch,  he  might  make  the  guns  of  the  vessel 
the  instruments  of  destruction,  not  only  to  the 
shipping,  bat  to  the  castle  of  the  Basbaw.  It 
was  not  postible  for  Decatur  to  fulfil  the  order 
which  was  given  him,  without  first  driving  the 
enemy  A-om  the  vessel,  and  acquiring  an  nndis- 
pnted  control  and  possesion — without  having, 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  captured  her  from 
the  Tripolitans.  I  am  aware  that  it  was  part 
of  the  order  to  hum  the  Philadelphia :  I  am 
aware  that  the  destruction  of  the  vessel  was  re- 
garded as  an  object  of  great  importance :  and  I 
cannot  for  a  moment  aoabt  that,  were  it  not 
for  each  an  additional  direction,  Decatur 
wonld  have  hrosght  her  in  trinmph  and  in  safety 
oat  ot  the  harbor  of  1^p(^  and  attached  her 
to  the  American  sqnBdron  then  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean. Be  that  as  it  may,  the  order  was  first 
to  boitfd — to  break  down  all  opporition — to 
carry  all  by  the  sword — ^to  conquer  the  enemy, 
and  to  capture  the  vessel ;  and  it  conld  not 
have  been  possible  for  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid 
to  have  set  fire  to  the  Philadelphia,  and  thereby 
to  bnm  and  to  destroy  her,  nntu  they  had  divest- 
ed the  foe  of  the  poBBuricm,  and  had  obtained  the 
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entire  control  themselves.  Such  was  the  order, 
and  such  is  the  evidence  in  the  case.  Tt  was, 
then,  a  capture,  and  every  right  vested  in  the 
captors  which  would  have  vested  had  the  cap- 
ture been  made  upon  the  highaeaa,  *'jur«  halh." 

Before  I  examine  fuilher  this  position,  I- 
would  advert  for  a  moment  to  the  efiect  pro- 
duced at  Tripoli  by  the  capture  and  destruction 
of  the  Philadelphia,  and  by  the  events  which 
followed  close  upon  that  brilliant  achievement 

*'  The  tone  of  confidenoe  and  triumph  contiQued 
until  this  darinx  enterprise  illuminated  the  castle  of 
the  Baahaw  with  the  blaze  of  Decatur's  trophy. 

"  The  sensation  produced  by  the  achievement  was 
hidescribible :  consternation  and  dismay  were  de- 
picted on  every  &ce.  But  the  best  evidence  of  its 
impression,  vas  frequent  conferences  of  the  Pa- 
cha with  the  consols — hia  undisguised  deure  to  make 
peace,  and  his  propositiona  to  that  effect,  on  terroa 
mudi  more  moderate;  evmi  for  $200,000  did  he 
then  olfer  to  ransom  onr  captured  freemen.  The 
teenUa  of  this  capture  were  of  Incalculable  advan- 
tage to  the  nation.  They  led  to  an  honorable  peace 
—to  the  aboliahment  of  tribute — to  the  liberatioa 
of  the  mOering  c^itives — to  future  penoo  and  honor 
— and  to  a  galhuit,  ambitions  qnrit  in  the  navy.** 

The  effect  produced  upon  onr  brave  country- 
men, then  immured  in  Tripolitan  dungeons,  can 
better  be  conceived  than  described.  It  could 
not  fiul  to  reanimate  their  hopes,  to  lighten 
tiieir  hardens,  and  to  strengthen  their  confi- 
dence. One  ray  of  light,  emitted  from  the 
towering  mast  of  the  burning  Philadelphia, 
breaks  in  npon  their  dark  and  comfortless 
cells :  they  coold  not  bat  feel  its  cheering 
influence ;  they  could  not  but  be  thereby  better 
fltted  to  bear  every  privation,  and  to  submit 
to  every  anfll^ainff  which  the  dero-rooted  malice, 
and  tiie  hnmbled  pride  of  tiieir  own  and  in 
their  ooantry's  enemy,  sboald  presume  to  inflict 

It  will  be  admitted  that  the  salweqaeat  oap- 
tare  of  the  Tripolitan  gun-boats  in  Ai^at, 
1804;  the  brilliant  snooess  attending  the  land 
operations  of  General  Eaton  and  his  army,  and 
the  self-immolation  upon  the  altar  of  patriotism 
of  the  intrepid  Somers  and  his  comrades — whose 
fates  are  told  on  the  proud  monument  erected 
to  perpetuate  th^r  fame  and  glory,  now  stand- 
ing in  the  front  of  this  Capitol — more  or  less 
contributed  to  that  highly  favorable  treaty  which 
was  made  with  Tripoli  in  June,  1806,  sixteen 
months  only  after  the  capture  of  the  Philadel- 
phia. By  the  2d  article  of  that  treaty,  it  is 
expressly  stipulated,  that 

"  The  Baahaw  of  Tripoli  shall  deliver  up  to  the 
American  squadron,  now  off  Tripoli,  all  the  Ameri- 
cans in  his  poaacadon ;  and  as  the  number  of  Ameri- 
cans in  possesion  of  the  Baahaw  of  Tripoli  amounts 
to  three  hundred  persona,  more  or  leas,  and  the  num- 
ber of  Tripoline  sntjects  in  the  power  of  the  Ameri- 
cana, to  about  one  hundred,  more  or  leaa,  the  Baahaw 
of  IVipoli  shall  receive  from  the  United  Statea  of 
America  the  aom  of  $60,000,  as  a  payment  for  the 
difference  between  the  prisoneia  herein  menUoned." 

No  one  will  or  can  doabt  then,  the  direct 
and  Bahfitsntiid  benefit  whUm  the  oaptore  (tf 
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the  Pbiladelphia  &nd  snbsequent  erents  pro- 
duced to  oar  ootmtiy.  While  that  ressd  vas 
in  the  possession  of  the  Pacha  and  his  conrt, 
nothing  less  than  a  million  of  dollars  conld 
purchase  the  ransom  of  her  crew.  B7  the 
tmtf  of  Jane,  1806,  he  nve  np  all  for  the 
BOm  of  nxtf  tiioaauid  dollara,  and  agreed 
that  there  shall  from  the  oondnaion  m  the 
trefltjTf  a  flrm^  inTiolahl&  and  nniversal  peace, 
and  a  sincere  friendship  between  the  Fresident 
and  the  citizens  of  tiie  United  States  of 
America  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Bashaw, 
Bey,  and  subjects  of  the  rwenc;^  of  TripoU,  in 
Barbarj,  on  the  other,  made  by  the  free  con- 
sent of  both  pordea,  and  on  the  terms  of  the 
most  favored  nations.  Stipulations  which 
have  been  inviolably  observed :  our  commerce 
lias  been,  from  that  time,  undiBtnrbed ;  our 
trade  has  remained  uninterrupted;  and  the 
name  of  an  American  (utican  has  never  fiuled 
dnoe  to  command  resneet  in  that  State  in 
BarbaiT.  Ko  tribute  m  monej  or  in  stores 
has  been  exacted.  The  memorable  snooeases 
and  events  of  1804  gave  ns  ao  inflnmoe  and  a 
character  with  that  and  every  other  Baritary 
Power,  which  has,  slnoe  that  period,  been  Mt 
and  aolmowledKed. 

I  have  already  adverted  to  some  of  the  cir- 
camstances  which  attended  the  owtnre  of  the 
Philadelphia,  and  which  of  itself  prodnoed 
saoh  a  revolution  in  the  temper  and  mind  of 
the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli.  I  have  already 
adverted  to  the  cironmstances  under  which 
the  enterprise  was  carried  on,  by  whran  the 
plan  was  conceived,  and  by  whom  it  was  exe- 
cuted. 

Begarding  the  taUng  of  the  Philadelphia  as 
a  legal  capture,  I  will  prooeed  to  show  what 
rights  the  captors  thereby  acquired.  For  I 
oontend  that  the  subsequent  destruction  of 
the  vessel,  by  order  of  Oonunodore  Preble, 
osnoot  impair  any  right  which  was  vested  by 
tiie  c^ture  itse^  And  as  it  respects  the 
captors,  it  is  wholly  immaterial  whether  the 
order  was  given  tot  the  destrnction  anterior 
to  the  engagement,  or  during  the  engagement, 
or  after  the  c^>tare  had  been  aobiev^  We 
were  at  war  with  Tripoli ;  the  great  end  and 
aim  of  every  battle  was  to  annoy  the  enemy  to 
&e  greatest  posnUe  extent.  The  question, 
and  t^e  only  qnesticni,  is,  was  the  enemy 
deprived  of  ao  mndi  of  nw  naval  fimw,  by  the 
power  oS  onr  arms:  was  the  Philadelphia 
captured?  No  one  who  reads  the  evidence  can 
doubt  the  fact.  The  moment  when  the  flag  of 
the  enemy  was  struck,  that  moment  the  right 
to  the  captnre  vested  in  the  captors.  The 
moment  uie  stripes  were  raised  above  the 
crescent,  that  mom«it  the  interest  of  the 
Bashaw  ceased,  and  the  Interest  of  the  captors 
commenced. 

To  the  captors,  then,  belonged  the  valoe  of 
the  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  and  place  of  her 
oaptnre,  unless  there  had  bean  subsequent  acta 
on  th«r  part,  amonnting  to  a  voluntary 
abandonment  of  the  prise.   Thia  is  not  oon- 
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tended ;  it  was  the  order  of  the  agent  of  the 
Government  which  alone  prevented  the  Phil*- 
delphia,  after  her  capture,  from  beong  again 
attached  to  onr  navy. 

The  right  had  vested  whoi  the  flag  the 
enemy  was  struck.  Suppose  the  captors  had 
run  UM  i^dladdplua  out  of  the  harbor,  and 
attached  her  to  the  American  squadnm,  oaor 
trary  to  the  oiisn  of  the  oommodore ;  ai^Nwe 
that  they  had  safely  brouj^t  her  into  port, 
would  not  the  vessel  have  bera  adjudged  in 
our  courts  of  admiralty  as  good  prises 
would  not  her  value  have  been  disbibuted  ae 
prize  money  among  the  captors  according  to 
the  provinons  of  the  prize  act?  I  think  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  the  fact — and  why  ao  t 
Kot  from  the  droumstanoe  of  running  the 
Philadelphia  from  Tripoli  to  Syracuse.  Not 
from  the  circumstance  of  bringing  her  into  an 
American  port.  Those  droomstaooes  could 
not  add  to  or  take  ftom  the  title  of  the  outtorsL 
If  the  outers  had  not  reorived  orders  to  ouni, 
but  Decatur  himself;  (in  the  exercise  d  sound 
discnvtion,)  after  he  had  acquired  the  entire 
control  of  the  vessel,  to  prevent  her  recapture, 
had  burnt  and  destroyed  her,  there  could  be 
no  donbt,  in  that  case^  that  the  instant  the 
torch  was  applied  the  right  and  title  was  in 
the  captors. 

If  the  captors  had  brought  the  Philadelphia 
out  of  the  harbor,  and  on  her  homeward 
passage  had  effected  an  insurance  of  the 
vessel,  and  the  same  had  been  lost,  could  any 
doubt  exist  as  to  the  right  of  the  capton  to 
claim  the  bene^t  of  the  policy  t  Cort^nly 
not.  What  gave  the  right!  The  capture.  If 
the  captors  nad  violated  any  of  tiie  revenue 
laws  of  a  neutral  power,  In  the  nunuementof 
the  vessel  captured,  and  ahe'bad  Men  taut- 
demned,  the  original  owners  could  set  up  no 
claim  to  her — all  their  right  and  interest  had 
been  divested  by  the  capture. 

It  will  be  remembered  tiiat,  at  tiie  time  ot 
her  capture,  the  United  States  were  at  war 
with  Tripoli,  and  that  up  to  June,  1806,  hostil- 
ities existed  between  the  two  nations.  It  win 
also  be  remembered  that,  in  1818,  and  in  1814, 
we  were  at  war  with  England.  And  the  first 
case  to  which  I  would  caU  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  will  be  found  in  the  third  votsme 
of  the  laws,  p.  690.  An  act  of  Oonmsa  was 
passed  in  Harch,  1804^  for  tike  relief  <h  tlw  can- 
tors of  the  Moorish  armed  shim  Ueshonda  and 
Mirboha.  Those  vessels  had  been  captured  hf 
the  John  Adams,  under  the  command  of  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  and  of  the  Philadelphia,  then 
under  the  oommand  of  Commodore  ninbridge. 
The  vessels  owtnred  were  in  force  inferior  to 
the  vessels  muing  the  o^>ture.  And  the  atSt 
provides  that  the  sum  of  $8,694  50,  being  one 
moiety  of  the  valne  of  the  armed  ship  Moahoada, 
captured  by  the  frigate  John  Aduns,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  be  appropri- 
ated for  tiie  expense  of  prize  money  doe  to  the 
cuttors;  md  that  the  sum  of  $6,000  be  impro- 
priated for  defk-^ring  the  eipenaa  of  [vise  nmi^ 
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doe  tiie  offieera  and  crew  of  the  frieate  Phila- 
delphia, being  one  moietj  of  the  Tune  of  the 
anned  ship  Hirboha,  captnred,  and  also  restored 
to  the  Emperor  of'Morocco. 

H«%,  then,  is  an  act  of  Gongresa,  passed  in 
less  than  four  years  after  the  prize  act,  which 
gives  ^e  very  construction  to  the  prize  act  for 
which  I  hare  contended.  The  captored  vesselB 
were  disposed  of  by  order  ot  tfaia  GoTwnmait. 
There  was  of  oonrse  no  JncUdal  proceedings; 
flie  eafttnree  vested  In  the  captors  ihe  right  to 
one-half  of  their  valae  according  to  the  prize  act 
That  right  was  expressly  rect^ized  by  the  act 
of  Oongrees,  and  provision  thereby  made  for  the 
dne  compensation  of  the  c^tors.  But  these 
are  not  the  only  cases  on  record,  growing  oat 
of  the  war  with  the  Barbary  Powers.  On  the 
27th  of  April,  1816,  Oongress  passed  an  act 
"Thatthesnmof  one  hnndred  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  «)propristed,  to  be 
paid  ont  of  any  money  in  the  "^asury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  and  distributed  in  the  same 
prGporn(Hia,andaiiderthe  sama  regulationsjaa 
prise  money  is  now  by  law  directed  to  be  dw- 
tribnted,  amons  tbe  eaptora  of  the  Algerine 
vesaeb  o^tnred  by  flie  American  sqnadron 
nnder  the  command  of  Commodore  Deoatnr, 
and  afterwards  restored  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers." 

Here,  then,  is  another  case  not  coming  within 
the  letter  of  the  prize  act.  If  it  had,  no  le^s- 
lation  of  Oongress  woold  have  been  necessary, 
bnt  a  case  coming  directly  within  the  scope  and 
policy  of  oar  prize  system. 

Apply  the  decisions  and  the  precedents  to 
the  case  under  consideration,  and  it  follows, 
most  conclusively,  that  the  widow  of  Oommo- 
dore  Decatur  taJEca,  and  mnst  take,  bis  whole 
dlstribntave  share  of  the  price  to  her  exclusive 
nsa.  He  died,  leaving  no  children;  he  died, 
leaving  a  widowed  wife  to  survive  him.  To 
whom,  then,  In  accordance  with  the  uniform  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress,  belongs  his  share  in  the 
prize  Philadelphiat  I  say  to  her,  and  to  her 
alone ;  that  had  he  been  an  annuitant,  any  arrear 
of  his  annuity  would  descend  to  her,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  his  children.  Had  he  been  slain  in 
battle,  his  half-pay  wonld  have  been  conUnaed 
to  her,  to  the  exclusion  of  his  children.  Had  he 
captured  a  prize,  and  tbe  same  had  been  adju- 
dicated as  "good  prize,"  with  the  evidence 
before  us,  his  whole  distributive  part  woold  have 
gone  to  her.  Had  he  captured  a  prize,  and 
ue  same  had  been  taken  from  him,  by  order 
of  Ida  Govennnent,  for  public  use,  Congress  is 
bound  to  carry  into  fbll  effect  his  wish  and  his 
will.  There  cannot  be,  then,  with  reference  to 
the  case  before  us,  two  opinions;  for,  if  any 
regard  or  reliance  is  to  be  given  to  the  prece- 
dents and  authorities  which  have  been  cited,  it 
mnst  follow  that,  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
policy  and  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, we  are  bound  to  extend  to  her  sole  use 
bis  whole  interests  in  the  capture  of  the  Phila- 
delphia. 

Hr.  Ohairman,  it  has  been  my  fortune  to 
know,  and  to  kaonr  weU,  a  anrviving  brother 
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of  Commodore  Decatur:  and,  sir,  I  could 
not  speak  more  in  his  pruse  than  to  say,  he 
was  a  true  brother — that  he  was  through  life 
distinguished  for  that  regard  to  principle — for 
that  love  of  honor — for  that  contemptuous  di»< 
taste  for  every  thing  mean,  low,  ungenerous, 
and  unjust  Sir,  it  was  in  the  session  of  Con- 
mss  c^  18S9  and  1880^  when  a  bill  like  unto 
this  now  under  consideration,  was  in  the  conrse 
irf  debate.  He  well  understood  its  provision. 
He  was  then  wdl  aware  at  tbe  eflbrta  made  in 
behalf  of  certain  i^eoes  of  C<nnmodore  Deoatnr, 
the  children  of  Mrs.  Knigbt ;  and  then  he  hesi- 
tated not  to  say  that  the  dfum  set  up  was  un- 
worthy of  them — ^that  to  the  widow  of  his 
brother  belon^d  his  share — that  she,  and  she 
alone,  was  entitled  to  it ;  and  that,  feeling  as  he 
did,  (then  stru^liog  hard  with  adversity,)  he 
should  despise  himself  by  seeking  to  embarrass 
her  claim,  by  pretending  to  set  up  his  right. 
He,  in  whose  veins  flowed  the  pure  blood,  and 
whose  soul  was  animated  with  tbe  genuine 
spirit  of  Decatur,  would  never  debase  that 
blood,  or  d^rade  that  spirit,  by  asking  a  por- 
tion <tf  tha^  which,  m  ri^bt,  beloi^ea  to 
another. 

Sir,  this  was  the  sentiment— this  was  the 
feeling — this  was  the  principle  of  the  only 
brother  who  survived  Commodore  Decatur.  It 
was  a  sentiment — a  feeling — a  principle  "in  all 
respects  wortiiy  of  him.  And  I  have  adverted 
to  the  circumstance  to  show  that  only  those 
collaterals  who  are  removed  beyond  the  degree 
of  brother  and  sister,  can  he  found  to  put  forth 
a  claim  to  any  portion  in  the  share,  which  of 
right,  and  in  Justice,  and  not  ag^st  law,  per- 
tains to  tbe  widow.  But  if  it  were  possible  for 
a  single  member  of  this  committee,  ^;er  all  this 
showing,  to  entertain  a  donbt  on  this  point,  I 
would  refer  him,  in  order  to  peodnoo  ennre  con- 
viction, to  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Com- 
modore Deoatnr  himself. 

The  will  bears  date  on  the  22d  of  March, 
1820,  and  contains  the  following  clauses : 

"  I  give  ind  devise  to  my  beloved  wife,  Susan  De- 
catur, and  her  heirs,  all  my  estate,  real,  personal,  and 
mixed,  vheresoevw  dtu^ed;  and  I  at^int  my 
friends,  Uttleton  Waller  TazeweH,  of  Norfolk,  Robert 
G.  Harper,  of  Baltimwe,  and  George  Bomford,  of 
the  atr  of  Washington,  fasether  witti  Hts.  Decatur, 
my  win^  to  be  ezecutma  of  this  my  wilL" 

He  Uved  for  his  country  and  his  country's 
honor:  he  died  to  preserve  untarnished  his 
well-earned  ftme. 

8ir,  I  never  ahall  forget  the  feelings  which 
pervaded  my  own  section  when  the  news  of  his 
death  reached  New  England.  It  was  then 
most  truly  and  most  feelingly  sud  that  '*  The 
pride  of  his  country  is  no  more."  '*  Mourn, 
Colombia,  for  one  of  thy  brightest  stars  la 
set;  without  fear,  and  without  reproach — ^in 
the  freshness  of  his  fame — in  the  prime  of  bis 
usefulness,  has  descended  to  the  tomb." 

Bir,  it  is  a  fact  which  should  be  borne  In 
n^md,  tiiat  this  wiU  bears  date  the  same  day  on 
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vliich  hia  ^irit  took  flight.  It  waa  the  last 
detiberate  act  be  did  on  earUi :  it  wsa  written 
with  his  own  band,  and  literally  sealed  with 
hia  own  blood.  And  in  that  eaored  instrament 
he  tells  yon  who  had  bis  confidence — his  love 
~bia  whole  heart.  By  tbatiDStnimunt  he  tells 
yon  who  waa  to  have  his  estate,  real  and  per- 
sonal— in  possession  and  in  expectancy.  He, 
in  whom  was  concentruted  all  her  hopes — whose 
fame  washer  fame — whose  fortune  was  her  for- 
tune, had,  bjr  this  last  and  most  solemn  act^  declar- 
ed to  those  who  should  come  after  hun,  tiiat 
□nto  her,  and  unto  her  akme,  was  given  all  he  pos- 
sessed  in  this  world. 

Itfr.  Chairman,  I  have  already  trespassed  too 
long  upon  the  iodnlgenoe  of  the  committee.  I 
have  now  said  all  that  I  hare  to  say.  I  have 
endeavored,  honestly  and  fairly,  to  answer  the 
vorioos  o^ecticnu  which  have  been  nrged 
against  this  measure.  If  t  have  thrown  any 
light  upon  this  Buhjeot — ^if  I  have  been  able  to 
present  any  view  which  will  tend  to  ^d  a  tingle 
member  of  this  committee  in  his  conclnuons,  I 
shall  rejoice  \  I  shall  feel  myself  richly  compen- 
sated for  my  feeble  efforts.  For  when  I  brinff 
to  miod  that  this  is  the  only  case  of  the  kind 
which  baa  not  received  the  fiivorable  action  of 
Congress;  when  I  have  made  myself  believe 
that  the  stem  language  of  the  law  does  not 
oppose  the  passage  of  uiis  bill ;  that  no  good 
reason  does  exist  or  can  exist  fbr  withholding 
tbis  jnst  daim  longer  from  those  entitled 
to  it;  that  every  oondderaticra  of  common 
equity  oalla  loadly  for  decitive  action — I  oould 
not  fail  to  exert  my  best  energies  in  &vor  of 
the  object. 

This  is  a  case,  Mr.  Churmon,  which  addresses 
itself  so  strongly  to  our  sense  of  justice,  to  our 
feelings,  to  our  pride,  to  onr  honor,  to  our  pa- 
triotism, that  I  cannot  but  cherish  the  hope, 
and  feel  the  oonfidence,  that  no  further  delay 
will  be  had,  that  the  bill  will  now  be  passed, 
and  that  the  measure  will  not  fail  to  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  republic 

Amendments  to  the  bill  were  offered  by  Ifr. 
Fabkeb,  and  Ur.  Habpeb,  of  Kew  Hampahiro, 
both  of  whiob  were  rdeoted. 

The  bill  was  th»i  hud  aside. 


TcEsoAT,  April  23. 

JSeli^  to  Polish  Exila. 

Hr.  Oaubrblesq  rose  to  ask  the  nnaulmous 
consent  of  the  House  to  present  a  memorial, 
he  felt  assured  that  gentlemen  would,  with  one 
accord,  grant  him  leave,  when  he  stated  that 
it  was  the  petition  of  the  Polish  exiles. 
Leave  being  unanimously  granted — 
Kr.  C.  a^d  he  took  great  pleasure  in  present- 
ing to  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  the 
memorial  of^tbe  Polish  exiles.  Driven  from 
their  noUve  land,  these  pilgrims  of  liberty  come 
to  worship  at  our  altars.  The  memoriiUists 
are  but  a  small  portion  of  some  100,000  Poles 
who  have  been  exiled  from  their  country. 
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Some  few  found  refuge  in  Enrope ;  bnt  most 
of  them  were  banished  to  the  wilds  of  ffibetia. 
I  trust,  sir,  we  shall  never  violate  those  mles 
of  public  law,  so  necessary  to  protect  Hie  rights 
of  nations,  and  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  world 
— which  prohibit  us  from  interfering  with  the 
political  affurs  of  other  countries.  But  I  know 
of  no  national  obUgation  to  prevent  us  from 
extending  to  these  exiles  our  hospitality  and 
our  sympathy.  Kor  can  the  rigid  mles  of 
public  law  restrun  the  friends  of  freedom,  in 
every  land,  from  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the 
struggles  of  patriots,  wherever  they  may  occur. 
Though  the  cause  of  nnbappy  Poland  may  not 
be  the  cause  of  nations,  it  is  intimate  asso- 
ciated with  the  cause  of  mankind. 

[The  SraAxxB  stated  that  it  was  not  in  ordw 
to  go  further  into  the  question  than  to  state 
the  contents  and  object  of  the  memorial.] 

Sir,  said  Mr.  0.,  I  am  aware  that  it  is  not  in 
order,  without  the  consent  of  the  House ;  bat  I 
would  not,  in  saoh  a  case,  insult  their  patriot- 
ism, by  deeming  it  necessary  to  ask  leave  to 
submit  a  few  brief  remarks,  in  presenting  the 
memorial.  I  repeat,  sir,  the  cause  of  Polmd  is 
closely  associated  with  the  cause  of  mankind. 
Liberty  mourns  over  her  fate,  and  the  cbildrcii 
of  every  enlightened  land  learn  her  story,  and 
weep  over  her  calamities.  Public  law  cannot 
blind  us  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  political 
world.  The  social  elements  of  <»vilized  nations 
are  in  oommotlon — antagonist  printiplea  are  in 
active  and  general  war.  The  history  of  the 
last  twenty  years— the  fundamental  changes  in 
the  Governments  of  Great  Briton,  France,  and 
Spain,  prove  that  a  spirit  of  reform  is  silentiy 
revolutionizing  the  plan  and  form  of  ancoent 
Governments.  Western  Europe  is  animated 
with  this  spirit ;  and  absolute  monarchies  are 
giving  way  to  constitotional  and  -r^r^aita- 
tive  Governments.  It  must  be  evident  that 
the  eastern  and  western  portions  of  that  ocmti- 
nent  cannot  long  remain  in  peace — the  conflict 
between  antagonist  principles  of  Goveron^it 
must  come  on.  Tes,  sir,  the  question  must 
sooner  or  later  be  determined,  'whether  all  who 
oontend  for  the  rights  of  man,  shall  be  baDiabed 
to  onr  fn»  land,  or  wfaetlier  Uie  white  ea^  ol 
Polund  is  destined  to  wave  triumphantly  over 
the  battlements  of  Warsaw. 

I  am  sure,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  neeessaiT 
for  me  to  reconnt  the  sufferings  of  the  Foli^ 
exiles,  to  excite  the  sympathies,  or  to  solidt  the 
favor  of  the  House.  There  is,  there  can  be,  bnt 
one  sentiment  from  the  Canadian  to  the  Mexi- 
can frontier.  The  voice  of  the  nation,  from  the 
ocean  to  the  wilderness,  will  welcome  them  to 
our  shores,  and  proclaim  their  right  to  demand 
our  hospitality^  The  countrymen  of  a  Kosci- 
usko, and  of  a  Pulaski,  will  find  an  eloquent 
advocate  in  tbe  heart  of  every  American.  A 
debt  of  gratitnde  con  never  be  eanoelled.  Tbe 
didm  of  the  memoriaUsta  is  also  sostained  by 
the  laws  of  hospitality  and  the  usage  of  nations. 
They  ask  for  a  grant  of  laud,  that  they  toMj 
end  their  d^ys  in  peace  and  aeeority.  Let  ua 
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grant  an  asylam  to  these  exiles,  tud  while  they 
mourn  over  the  fate  of  the  wdiappj  land  of 
their  nativitj,  maj  they  be  oonsolea  with  the 
reflection,  that  the  braTo  Pole  can  never  be  m 
exile  in  a  land  of  liberty. 

It  has  been  usual  heretofore  to  refer  memo- 
rials of  this  character  to  the  Committee  on 
Pnblic  Lands.  It  was  my  wish  in  this  case  to 
ask  fbr  a  select  committee ;  bat  I  know  the 
members  of  the  former  would  contend  for  the 
hoDor  of  fi&Tor&bly  considering  it,  and  I  cannot 
deprive  them  of  the  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

The  memorial  was  read,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnb- 
UoLanofl. 

HoBDiLT,  Ainll  28. 

Mr.  Oablahd,  elected  a  membo:  irwa.  Louis* 
iana,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  H.  A.  BmuBo,  re- 
algned,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat 

Mr.  BimnT  rose  to  state  that  he  had  been 
informed  by  Mr.  I^nsxin,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Honse,  that  he  had  receiv^  the  afflicting  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  his  father.  This  event 
occurred  on  Satuday  last ;  and  there  were  cir- 
cumstanoes  connected  with  it  which  rendered 
his  going  to  Philadelphia  indispensable.  Under 
such  circumstances,  he  had  been  informed  that 
an  absence  of  tliree  or  four  days  would  not  be 
objected  to  by  the  House.  He  eekxA  leave, 
tlwrefore.  to  submit  a  motion  to  tins  effect. 

Leave  having  been  given,  the  moUon  of  Ur. 
that  lb.  Inmklin  nave  leave  of  absence  tea 
Conr  dfty^  was  unanimooBly  agreed  to. 


TlIE8Di.T,  April  20. 

Silver  Coinage  BiU. 

Mr.  "White,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the 
committee  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  regolating  the  value  of  foreign  silver  coins 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Kino  said  the  proposed  measure  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  too  important  in  its  ohtf- 
aoter  to  be  hastily  adopted.  There  were  some 
views  of  the  subjeot  whidi  he  thoi^ht  had  not 
been  fiolly  exommed.  When  the  mint  of  the 
United  States  was  established,  it  was  judged 
proper  to  nuke  the  silver  coins  of  this  country 
a  tnfle  more  valuable  than  foreign  silver  coins, 
in  proportion  to  the  weight  of  pure  silver  they 
contained.  This  was  doubtless  intended  to 
operate  as  a  check  upon  exportation,  and  upon 
consumptioniu  manufactories,  and  to  some  extent 
it  must  have  had  the  desired  effect,  by  making  it 
more  profitable  to  export  or  consume  foreign 
than  American  coin.  It  was  now  proposed  to 
raise  the  legal  value  of  the  dollars  of  Mexico 
and  the  South  American  States.  He  said,  to 
raise  Uieir  legal  value ;  because  the  biU  pro- 
vided in  effect  that  &9#  of  those  dollars  ahoold 
be  a  le^  tender  in  payment  of  a  debt  of  one 
hundred  doUore,  oar  onrrency.  Why  was  thia 


necessary  I  Certtunly  not  in  order  to  induce 
people  to  take  these  dollars  at  their  stamped 
or  nominal  value,  for  he  would  venture  to  s^y 
that  no  man  in  the  United  States  wonid  now 
refuse  to  take  a  Spanish  ddlar  for  a  dollar. 
The  reason  why  those  coins  were  not  in  circu- 
lation was,  because  they  were  worth  a  trifle  more 
than  our  own  silver  coins,  for  exportation  and 
for  manuiacturing  purposes.  But  what  good 
end  could  i>e  answered  by  raising  the  value  of 
those  foreign  coins?  Could  you  force  them 
into  circulation  1  Ton  might ;  but  to  the  ex- 
tent you  should  do  so,  you  would  drive .  onr 
own  mver  coins  out  of  circolation,  and  out  of 
the  country.  The  amount  of  ^ecie  in  this 
country  had  been  variously  estimated.  The 
New  York  bank  commissioners  had  supposed 
it  to  amount  to  about  $26,000,000.  It  mif^t 
be  less.  It  possibly  ^d  not  exceed  that  sum. 
How  much  of  this  was  of  our  own,  and  how 
much  of  foreign  coinage,  could  not  be  known. 

The  honorable  genUeman  on  his  left,  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Seldbn,)  had  said  that  there 
were  not  more  than  $4,000,000  of  our  own  ooin- 

Xin  the  country.  He  was  probably  in  error, 
ost  $8,000,000  of  silver  were  coined  at  the 
mint  in  188S,  and  nearly  an  equal  amount  in 
each  year  for  several  years  past.  It  therefore 
seemed  probable  that  much  the  largest  portion 
of  the  silver  coin  in  the  coxmtry  was  of  our  own 
coining.  Bat  suppose  the  reverse  to  t>e  the 
fiict.  It  would  QimY  prove  that  the  difference 
between  our  own  and  foreign  coins  waa 
not  80  great  as  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
the  former.  In  fact,  the  coin  of  tbe  United 
States  had  been  exported  in  large  quantities. 
From  1626  to  1882,  both  yean  inclusive,  np* 
wards  of  $6,000,000  had  been  exported ;  what 
porUon  of  it  was  gold  he  could  not  aaj.  Mr. 
£.  had  not  the  returns  before  him  which  would 
enable  him  to  bo  exact  in  these  matters,  but  if 
he  was  not  mistaken,  the  annual  importation  of 
silver  into  the  United  States,  for  the  last  twelve 
years,  had  averaged  about  $7,000,000  in  eodb 
year— partly  in  bullion,  but  mostly  in  coin. 
And  as  the  quantity  of  silver  in  ctrculati<ai 
had  not  greatly  increased,  the  inference  was, 
that  the  exp<ntation  hod  nearly  equalled  ^ 
importation.  And  this  must  always  necessa- 
rily be  the  case.  No  more  olver  could  be  re- 
tained in  the  country  than  could  be  profitably 
employed  here.  The  surplus  would  oa  export- 
ed, and  any  attempt  to  retain  foreign  coin,  by 
increasing  its  legal  value,  would  only  result  in 
an  increased  exportation  of  the  coinage  of  our 
own  mint.  If  the  mint  could  not  coin  enough  to 
supply  the  circulation,  another  question  would 
be  presented ;  but  it  had  coined  more  than  the 
circulation  could  absorb.  This  was  proved  by 
the  large  exportations  he  had  mentioned.  Our 
gold  coin  was  in  a  very  different  situation, 
the  standard,  alas  1  too  high,  and  he  should  be 
glad  to  see  a  bill  to  rednce  it,  so  as  to  make  it  a 
part  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country. 
The  annual  expenses  of  the  mint  (exclusive  of 
the  ori^nal  cost  of  the  establishment)  was  obtmt 
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$60,000.  This  expeaditnre  ia  a  useful  one,  it 
a  ourreD^  of  known  and  nnifonn  valae  was  to 
be  created  bj  it ;  bnt  if  foreign  coins  were  to 
be  raised  to  sacb  a  valne  as  to  came  onr  own 
ot^nage  to  be  exported,  he  oonld  not  perceive 
what  advantage  tbe  coantr;-  coald  derive  fnm 
thia  ooniAderS>le  chai^  upon  the  treasoir. 
Tbe  ineonvenienoe  and  injustice  to  which  the 
present  proposed  measnre  would  subject  per- 
sons who  had  large  soma  to  demand  fi*oin 
banks,  had  already  been  folly  explidned  by 
ffentlemen  who  had  spoken.  There  might  per- 
haps be  a  doabt  whether  the  bill,  if  it  were  to 
become  a  law,  might  not  to  some  extent  impur 
the  obligation  of  contracts ;  bat  it  was  not  bis 
porpose  to  enter  largely  into  the  discossion  of 
tbe  sabject,  and  he  woidd  not,  therefore,  argoe 
this  pomt.  He  hoped  the  b(»iorable  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Hr.  Whitb)  wonld  eonaent  to 
a  postponement  of  the  qnestioB. 

Hr.  OouLTXE  a^d  that  this  bill  had  passed  to 
its  present  stage  withont  attracting  much  oon- 
aideration.  It  appeared  to  him  that  it  ought 
to  be  more  maturely  conndered  before  It  was 
enacted  into  a  law.  The  operatirais  of  its  pro- 
viMons  would  reach  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try, and  interfere  with  the  transactions  of  all 
classes  of  citizens  who  either  paid  or  received 
money.  Bach  laws,  especially  when  there  was 
any  feature  of  novelty  about  them  to  which  the 
people  bad  not  been  aoonstomed,  ought  to 
reowve  the  gravest  consideration.  He  was  will- 
ing to  co-operate  In  any  measure  which  wonld 
tend  to  inmase  the  metallic  cnrrener  oi  the 
country.  Bat  he  donbted  ma^  wbeUiw  thia 
bill  would  have  any  such  effect.  Its  practical 
operation  would  be,  in  his  Judgment,  extremely 
inconvenient,  and,  at  the  same  time,  najast. 
The  usefulness  of  stamped  coin  was  to  make  it 
pass  at  a  known  and  legal  value,  according  to 
the  character  of  the  stunp ;  so  that  whether 
received  in  large  quantities  or  small,  its  value  is 
uniform.  But  this  bill  provides  that,  in  pay- 
ments of  the  amount  of  $100,  the  Mexican  and 
other  Boath  American  dollars  shall  be  a  legal 
tender  by  weight,  and  as  that  coinage  is  ascer- 
tained to  be  one-balf  per  cent,  purer  than  our 
dollars,  ninety-nine  and  a  half  South  American 
ddlars  will  be  made  equal  to  one  hundred  dol- 
lars of  our  own  coin,  white,  in  smaller  payments, 
or  by  tale,  Ihey  will  be  just  of  the  same  valne. 

The  practicol  operation  of  the  bill  will  then  ' 
be  to  increase,  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks,  every 
ten  thousand  dollars  of  this  coin  to  the  value 
ton  thousand  and  fifty,  and  to  decrease  tbe 
value  of  bank  notes  in  the  hands  of  the  holders 
in  tbe  same  proportion.  It  is  true  that  a  per- 
son who  receives  payment  in  weight,  in  this 
kind  of  dollars,  may  go  to  the  mint  and  sell  it 
for  bullion  at  the  same  price — ^but  it  would  be 
a  losing  operation  for  his  constituents  beyond 
the  mountains,  who  received  from  a  bank  ninety- 
nine  and  a  half  dollars  in  payment  for  a  hun- 
dred of  bank  notea,  to  oarrj  it  to  Uie  mint  in 
FfaUadelpbia  and  Nil  it  for  one  hundr^  doUara 
of  American  coin.  The  effect  of  the  {nvritions 
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of  this  bill  will  be  to  give  an  advantage  and 
profit  to  those  who  import,  and  the  books 
which  aocumolate  it  This  profit  mart  at  laat 
OMttefrom  Mnue  olaaattf  the  commoni^.  If 
this  ia  not  the  dei^  of  tbe  novel  Uatm  of 
this  bill,  making  these  oolns  a  legal  tendw  only 
in  large  payments,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  pero^Ts 
what  object  it  has.  Otberwise,  yon  m^ht  as 
well  nuuce  bullion  a  l^al  tender  by  weight, 
whether  in  lane  or  small  quantities,  and  then 
this  coin  would  pass,  as  is  alleged  by  tiie  snp- 
portera  of  this  bill,  as  it  ought  to  pass,  for  tbe 
amount  of  pure  silver  it  oontaias.  If  the  object 
of  the  bill,  then,  is  to  ^ve  such  profit  to  tiie 
importers  and  those  who  accumulate  this  kind 
of  coin,  and  thereby  offer  a  motive  to  increase 
the  qnantity  of  silver  in  the  country,  the  best 
way  to  do  it  wonld  be  to  ^ve  a  premtom  by 
law,  whidt  should  be  so  Car  Just,  aa  to  be  paid 
by  the  oommnnity  generally,  for  what  was  ODD- 
ridered  a  public  benefit. 

There  is  something  artificial  and  involved- 
something  like  the  minimum  prindple  in  the 
collection  of  daties,  in  the  provisaon  of  this  bill, 
to  which,  he  thought,  the  people  he  represented 
would  not  be  reconciled.  Ibe  habits  and  cus- 
toma  (rf  our  pet^Ie  have  been,  and  are,  to  pay 
and  receive  silver  coin  by  tale,  or  according  to 
the  value  and  character  of  the  stamp  impn»9ied 
on  it.  This  operates  equally  upon  all  descrip- 
tions of  dealers  and  dealings.  It  is  a  practice 
easily  understood,  and  of  the  greatest  praotacal 
oonTenienoe  in  busineeB.  It  ia  always  prudent 
in  lerialatora  to  follow  and  be  goided  by  the 
settled  baUts  and  enstoma  of  tbe  people.  Ko 
small  theoretic  good  was  sufficient  to  iadnee 
him  to  depart  from  them.  The  ooSia  described 
in  tbe  bill  have  long  passed  current  in  the 
counti7 — a  dollar  for  a  dollar — no  more,  no 
less,  if  it  is  necessary  to  make  them  a  l^al 
tender,  let  it  be  done  according  to  thdir  valite, 
aa  accepted  by  conmion  consent. 

Foreign  ooina  ceased  to  be  a  legal  tender  in 
1627.  They  have  been  ever  since,  and  always 
will  be,  a  good,  if  not  a  legal  tender ;  for,  in 
this  bank-note  age,  it  is  not  likely  that  any 

Krson  will  refuse  to  receive  foreign  coin,  at  its 
own  and  accredited  value  as  such.  But  I 
have  no  manner  of  ol^edion  to  a  law  declaring 
foreign  coin  to  be  a  legal  tender,  alUioogh  I 
con»der  it  somewhat  nnneceesary,  asdciibnilat- 
ed  merely  to  raise  a  delusive  hope  as  to  tbe 
coming  of  the  golden  and  silver  age.  Bat  in 
doing  this  I  would  be  guided  by  onr  former 
experience.  That  ia  a  fountain  from  whic^  tbe 
unlearned,  aa  well  aa  the  learned,  may  drink 
wisdom  and  knowledge.  The  law  which  ex- 

Eired  in  1887  made  the  Spanish  milled  doUar  a 
^al  tender,  at  the  valne  of  one  hundred  centa, 
and  parts  of  a  dollar  in  the  same  proportion. 
These  Sooth  American  dollars  are  of  uie  same 
weight  and  purity,  and  so  accepted  and  received 
everywhere.   It  seems  to  me,  then,  that  tbe 

J>rodent  ooane  wonld  be  to  revive  the  old 
aw,  and  indnde  in  ita  enactments  Uie  dollara 
menttoud  in  thia  bill  We  aball  then  put 
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into  operatiou  machinery  to  which  our  people 
hftTO  Deen  accnstomed,  and  which  has  heen 
proved  to  work  welL  There  is  something  so 
novel  in  this  measnre  of  making  silver  dollars  a 
l^gal  tendCT  hj  w^^t,  and  tiien  onl;^  when 
mere  is  at  least  one  hnndred,  or  rather  nfaiety- 
niBO  and  t  hal^  tc^Uier,  leaving  the  nn^ 
ones  and  atngg^ov  to  get  along  at  th^  ew ; 
aod  the  inoonveidenoe  «  it  in  praotioe  fs  likely 
to  be  so  perpleidng  and  vezatioaa,  aa  well  as 
nneqaal  and  oi^nat,  that  he  was  not  prepared  to 
vote  it.  He  hoped  the  bill  woud  be  post- 
poned for  ftarther  oonaUeratloii  and  aimnd- 
mrat, 

Hr.  'Wmn  vitlKdmr  fhe  mofioii  Ibr  tiie 
j^eaent. 


Thubsdat,  Hsj  1. 
SmaUITotM. 

Ifir.  Abaso,  of  Uaas^  aaked  and  obtidned 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  prevent  the  Oorpora- 
•  tSflOS  of  Waabington,  Alexandria,  and  6«oi^ 
town,  from  issoii^  bills  of  a  lees  denomination 
l^an  ten  ddlais. 

After  some  disonsdon  between  Hr.  Adaw 
and  the  Spkajcxb,  in  reference  to  the  role  pro- 
viding for  cases  of  bills  introdnoed  hj  leave^e 
bill  was  referred  to  tiie  Oonndttee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Oolmnbia. 

Hr.  MsBCKB  being  tinder  an  impression  that 
the  biU  referred  to  banks,  sn^eeted  that  its 
passage  woold  be  ntterly  mmoos  to  every  bank 
aonth  of  the  Fotranao,  as  nine-tenths  of  their 
■<^realat»on  oonnsted  of  noteaof  the  deiusnina- 
tion  profaildted. 

ib.  Anun  set  him  right  as  to  the  object  of 
the  Mil,  and  obBerved,  1?  any  serions  inconven- 
ience was  likely  to  ensue  from  its  adoption,  that 
wonld,  of  coorse,  be  a  matter  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee  to  whom  the  lull  has 
been  snbmitted. 


Tsmxr,  Hay  2. 

Omeral  Appropriation  BiU—Minittor  to  Mex- 
M0,  Gmtrai  Amerieai  and  South  Amorietm 
Statm, 

Hw  Hoiub  fhoa  went  into  Ocmmittea  of  the 
IThole  on  the  state  <tf  the  Union,  Qb.  Hub- 
BJJBB  in  the  idudr,}  inon  the  goieral  miioinl- 
ata(m  bill,  the  fidlovuig  daiue  bring  ondear  wa.- 
oideration: 

*'  For  the  salaries  of  the  dutrzfe  de»  affiures  to 
Portugal,  Dennaric,  Sewden,  Hofisnd,  Turitej,  Bei- 
num,  BiskU,  Buenoa  Ajiea,  Chili,  Peni,  Hexico, 
Central  America,  and  New  Oranada,  fiftj-cight  tboa- 
ssnd  five  hundred  dtdlara.** 

Ht.  Adahb  Biud :  I  observe  that  in  this  bill 
there  are  proviMons  for  seven  charge  des 
affaires  to  Sonth  America,  beddes  one  to  Bel- 

f'nm.  And  I  have  inoloded  thia  in  the  inqniry 
put  to  the  honoraUa  chairman  of  the  Oom- 
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mittee  on  Foreign  Kelationa,  beoaase  the  nowly 
institnted  kingdom  of  Belgium  is  itself  a  sov- 
elty  in  the  politioal  world,  and  we  have  navier 
before  had  an  item  of  this  deacriptioa  in  oar 
appropriation  billa.  We  have  already  s  mia- 
raon  in  the  Netherlands,  that  is,  to  Holhud. 
And  tiie  kingdom  of  Belfpnm  ia  a  mere  sepan^ 
tim  of  a  pmtion  of  tM  tttiitory  ktely  in- 
dnded  in  lie  United  Netheilanda,  erected  Into 
a  kingdom  of  the  fourth  or  fifth  rank  in  Emtmi 
We  have  had  commercial  relatione  with  tatt 
country,  of  the  greatest  importance,  ever  rinoe 
the  foundation  of  this  Government;  and  a 
diplomatic  mismon  has  been  maintained  then 
much  of  the  time  since  oar  missions  abroad 
were  first  institnted.  Bnt  it  was  never  oonddp 
ered  as  a  country  of  the  first  order;  and^  thei*- 
fore,  we  have  seldom  kept  there  a  minister 
higher  rank  than  a  charge  d'affiures.  STow  1^ 
kingdom  has  been  divued  into  two,  and  we 
have  two  ehargfia,  at  a  Joint  cost  to  the  "tnm- 
niy  of  a  ministw  oS  the  hi^eat  rank. 

I  do  not  donbt  It  la  in  the  power  of  tite 
ohainnaa  of  the  Oonunittee  on  Fweign  Affldcs 
to  give  the  House  such  informati<m  as  may  fai-' 
duoe  us  to  consent  to  the  item  as  wior^ 
proper;  and  I  have  the  less  reason  to  donbt 
tMs,  as  I  see  that  there  is  a  oharg6  here  from 
that  kingdom.  Still  it  is  no  more  than  proper 
that  the  Hoose  should  be  infoimed  why  it  la 
judged  necessary  to  establish  permanent  rel*- 
ttons  between  that  country  and  this.  And  it 
is  the  more  proper,  beoanae  with  Ansbia,  one 
of  the  first  countries  In  Europe,  an  emiare  con- 
taining from  twenty  to  thirty  millions  of  peo- 
ple, and  claiming  the  first  rank  in  the  scale 
European  States,  we  have  never  had  any  diplo- 
matic relations.  At  no  time  since  the  declara- 
tion of  our  independence  have  we  had  even  « 
chaig6  reading  at  that  Ooart,  with  tiie  exe^ 
tion  of  an  appointment,  during  the  revrintion- 
ary  war,  of  a  minister  who  was  not  received  ; 
nor  have  we  had  any  misuon  to  Germany,  nor 
to  the  republic  of  Switzeriand — a  nation  with 
whom,  on  general  principles,  we  might,  aai<e- 
publicans,  be  expected  to  sTmpathiae  more  thm 
with  any  other  people  of  the  old  world.  Yet 
the  Swin  Cantons  have  ministers  at  the  other 
Courts  of  Enrqpe,  and-  reortve  ™*"H!TT  in 
retotn. 

I  mi^t  moition  othor  oonntries  to  wldeh 
tfmilar  remarks  wonld  ^>plT.  We  ham  had 
miasms  for  many  years  at  the  Conrts-of  Swe- 
den, "DeoaaaA^  and  Prus^  We  have-now  no 
ndi^ster  at  the  Prussian  Court,  althoi^  ti^ 
kingdom  maintafaw  a  chai^6  with  ns.  I  men- 
tion these  cases  with  a  view  to  show  that  h 
has  nevM-  been  the  principle  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  have  missions  in  £ur(^  nnless  there 
is  special  cause  for  them.  TIm  princi^  on 
which  we  have  thus  abstained  has  mmi  uiat  of 
economy  alone;  fbr,  were  it  not  for  the  ex- 
pense, it  would  doubtless  be  considered 
(Uent  to  have  missions  to  every  Government  in 
Eunwe.  It  is  with  referenoe  to  fliia  piinei^ 
that  I  have  made  the  present  inquiry— a  pnn- 
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olfde  whioh  u  ftmdamental  ia  the  praetioe  of 
thii  GoTenuneat;  I  mean  ftmdamentol  in  its 
p<di(7,  not  in  tbe  oonsUtntion;  for  Uiere  it 
nrttdnff  in  the  oonatitation  to  prevent  our 
maintaining  five  hundred  foreign  ministera,  if 
it  wwe  denned  expedient  Prndentlal  consid- 
nations  hare  prevented  It,  fint  on  the  part  of 
the  Exeentire,  and  then  on  that  of  Congreaa. 
We  ha,Te  looked  to  tiie  princii^  of  economy ; 
and  hence  oar  role  has  ever  been  to  maintam 
no  diplomatio  relations  with  anjr  Itoeign  power, 
nnleas  there  be  special  oooasiou  for  it 

As  I  wish  to  satisfy  the  committee  that  I  do 
not  prefer  anj  nnreasonaUe  reqaett,  I  Till  beg 
iMve  to  refer  to  the  ooorse  of  oar  diplomatw 
pTOoeedings  at  tbe  first  organization  of  the  Got- 
erainait 

In.the  jear  1791,  two  jears  after  the  adop- 
tion of  our  oonsUtatum,  befim  ire  had  anj 
xdniitert  abroad,  Present  Washington,  on 
the  14th  of  Febraary;  aent  a  menage  to  the 
Senate,  informing  that  body  that  he  had  em- 

eoyed  a  private  informal  agent  ^Qonvemeur 
orria)  to  oondaot  a  negotiation  with  the  Brit- 
ish Government  He  did  not  ntmiinate  him  at 
that  time  aa  a  minister.  Afterwards,  on  the 
18th  of  Febrnarjr,  in  the  same  year,  he  sent  an- 
o&er  message,  stating  tliat  he  had  set  n^otia- 
tions  on  foot  with  the  Fortognese  Government, 
(at  which  Ooart  we  have  already  had  a  charge 
sent  oat  under  the  old  Ooogress.)  In  this  mes- 
sage he  proposed  Ur.  Humphreys  to  be  com- 
muaioned  as  minister  resident,  a  grade  of  min- 
ister whidi,  in  tiie  dipltanatie  acale  oi  Enrtqwaa 
GoTemmenta,  la  reckoned  of  a  rank  between  a 
ohargi  and  a  minister  plmipotentiaiT.  A  min- 
ister  of  this  rank,  rather  than  a  f  uU  minister, 
was  preferred  by  Prendent  Washington  on  con- 
siderations o(  ectmomy.  He  was  of  a  higher 
grade  than  a  mere  6hmv6  d'affaires,  and  not  as 
nigh  as  a  minister  of  the  fint  grade ;  and  bis 
oompensation,  at  that  time,  was  the  same  with 
what  is  ^ven  now  to  a  ohargd.  The  Porta- 
gaese  Govemmeat  did  not  choose  to  negotiate 
with  a  miniater  of  no  h^her  rank  Uian  a 
chargi  d'affaires,  and  a  rendent  minister  was 
resorted  to  aa  the  cheapest  that  wonld  aoswer 
tho  purpose.  Hr.  Hamphreys  was  confinned 
1^  toe  Senate.  I  oite  tiiia  case  aa  one  which 
goea  to  ahow  that  tUs  prininide  of  eocnmny 
haa  been  fbndamental  iu  our  policy  ever  rinoe 
the  Ibundation  <rf  the  Government 

The  next  mission  established  was  that  to 
France— a  Court  where  Mr.  Jefferson  had  fd- 
ready  been  reading  for  three  or  foar  years,  bot 
had  obtained  leave  of  abeeooe  and  come  home, 
and  was  at  that  time  Secretary  of  State.  From 
that  period  to  1793  we  had  no  nunister  but  a 
chaig6  at  that  Oonrt  In  1792,  a  very  critical 
period,  being  that  of  the  extremest  heat  of  the 
first  French  revolution,  Prendent  Washington 
nominated  3£r.  Gouvemeor  Morris  minister 
,  plenipotentiary  to  France.  The  nomination 
met  with  oUectiras  in  the  Senate ;  the  subject 
was  Tefened  to  a  committee,  ai^  they  reported 
that,  fai  their  opinimif  there  was  a  i^efaBi  oooar 
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sion  for  a  mission  to  Londrai.  A  motion  was 
tberenpon  made  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  ap- 
point a  ministerplenipotentiaiy  to  any  foreiga 
Government  This  resolution  was  o£fered  im- 
mediately on  tbe  back  of  tbe  Premdent's  nomi- 
nation, so  that  it  would  aeem  there  was  not 
much  of  the  collar  at  that  time.  Members  fdt 
no  scruples  tiien  at  bringing  forward  resolo- 
tiMiB  in  open  opposition  to  the  opinions  and 
purpoaes  of  the  Resident  of  the  United  States, 
though  that  Freudent  was  George  Washington. 
The  Senate,  as  will  fq>pear  by  what  I  ehall  now 
read  to  tiie  committee,  advised  and  consented 
to  the  mission  recommended  by  President  Wash- 
ington, on  the  proof  being  famished  to  them 
tiiat  there  was  special  occasion  for  it 

Mr.  Adams  here  read  firom  tbe  Executive 
Journal  of  tiie  Senate,  of  6tii  January,  1793: 

Betolvtd,  That  a  "pecUl  occasion  now  exists  for 
u>poiQtlng  a  minister  plenqwtentiary  to  the  Coart  of 

And,  on  the  12th  of  January,  1792, 
Jiaolwdy  (by  yeas  tod  naya,  16  to  11,)  That  the  . 
Senate  adiise  and  coasent  to  the  ^)p<Hntii)ent  oT 
GouVemeur  Morria,  of  New  York,  to  be  miniater 
plenipotentiary  for  the  United  Statea  at  Paris,  con- 
fonnably  to  the  nomination  in  tbe  message. 

The  same  coarse  was  pursued  as  to  the  mis- 
flfon  to  London.  The  Senate  settied  the  prin- 
ciple tliat  they  would  not  sanction  a  misuon  to 
any  foreign  Court,  unless  it  should  first  be 
proved  to  them  that  there  was  a  iqteoial  ooca- 
aion  for  it 

Then  he  recommended  a  miidater  rerident  at 
theHague:  a  minister  of  lower  rank.  Areao- 
lutiim  was  moved  that  there  ezisted  no  preawt 
occasion  for  such  a  minister.  On  which  reeo* 
lation  there  was  a  tie,  18  to  18 ;  and  the  ques- 
tion was  decided  in  the  affirmative  (tiiat  is, 
advising  and  consenting  to  the  appointment) 
by  the  Vice  President  This  confirms  still 
more  the  principle  I  assamed,  that  there  should 
be  no  appointment  unless  a  spe^nal  necessity 
should  be  made  to  appear.  .Mtbocgh,  in  re- 
spect to  France  and  Eiu^d,  the  neceanty  was 
so  obTious  that  littie  difficulty  occurred,  yet,  as 
to  Holland,  there  was  an  even  vote.  TlQs  was 
one  of  the  printdpal  reasons  why  I  have  taktA 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Oommittae  on 
Fortign  Bdationa  to  ahow  us  some  ooeerim 
for  this  mission  to  Belgium. 

With  r^ard  to  the  South  American  mtssioaa, 
one  reason  why  I  denred  to  have  tiie  vote  de- 
ferred was,  that  I  might  have  an  opportanity 
to  look  at  the  documents,  and  to  show  from 
them  that  it  has  ever  been  tiie  sense,  botb  of 
this  House  and  of  the  Executive,  from  the  time 
OUT  ^plomatic  relations  were  first  formed,  that 
a  necessity  must  be  shown  before  a  foreign  mis- 
sion might  be  established;  and  fbrther,  that 
when  that  necessity  should  cease,  the  mission 
should  also  cease.  I  wished  to  ahow  that  each 
was  the  sraae  of  Ur.  Monroe  and  of  the  House 
of  BepreseotatiTes  during  Ids  administration. 
All  on  the  principle  of  economy — a  principle 
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wliioli,  I  hope,  we  have  not  discarded ;  oil  if 
Te  have,  that  we  shall  speedilj  return  to  il^ 

On  this  ground  it  is  that  I  wish  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Abobbb)  to 
show  ns  reasonable  canso  for  all  these  Booth 
American  missions,  I  have  no  donbt  the  rea- 
sons he  shall  show  will  be  entirely  Batisfaotory 
with  respect  to  two  or  three  of  them,  especially 
that  to  Heuco.  That  country  lies  immediately 
•apoa  our  own  border^  and  there  an  obvious 
reasons  which  r^er  it*  e^qtediest  and  proper 
that  we  Bhoold  always  have  a  minister  at  tiiat 
republic.  But  I  wish  the  gentleman  to  turn 
his  attention  to  those  Stat^  which  have  no 
ministers  with  us.  From  Mexioo  we  have  one. 
But  there  are  others  of  these  Qovermuents 
■which  have  not,  and  never,  at  any  time,  have 
had  a  minister  in  this  country.  Why  do  we 
keep  up  diplomatic  relations  with  them  f 

As  to  Buenos  Ajrres,  the  question  is  pecu- 
liar :  it  is  a  difibrent  case  from  all  the  rest  I 
ask  the  gentleman  to  tell  the  committee  what 
has  become  of  onr  quarrel  with  Buenos  Ayres. 
It  was  of  BQch  a  nature  that  our  chargd  d'af- 
ftalrei,  the  brother  of  my  honorabl,e  cwleague 
Qver  the  waj^  (Ur.  Batuks,)  thought  it  proper 
to  demand  hla  pasqwrts  and  eome  home— a 
step  whioh  is  usually  conddered  as  the  simal 
for  war  between  nations;  a  step  for  whidb  I 
trust  the  gentleman  will  be  able  to  give  satisfiao- 
tory  reasons.   But  I  want  to  understutd  the 

E resent  state  of  that  affair.  We  know  noth- 
ig,  as  a  House,  of  our  relations  with  these 
South  American  States.  No  communication 
has  been  made  to  us  on  tiie  subject ;  the  whole 
subject  is  altogether  unknown  to  ns.  I,  for 
one,  want  some  information ;  and  I  ask  it  from 
the  honorable  chturman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  R^Uons,  because  I-  have  bad  some 
nperieoce  which  leads  ms  to  ocmalade  that  I 
cannot  get  it  elsewhere. 

Hr,  AitoitcB,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Adams's  in- 
quiry, answered,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

I  feel  such  an  extreme  deg^w  of  respect  for 
my  friend  from  Uassachusetta^  that  I  am  obliged 
by  bis  declaration,  however  it  may  oontracuot 


*  nil  trtef  Uitoiy  fiwm  If  Vt.  Adami  nt  onr  mdj  lot- 
•Iga  mMona,  and  Um  prlnelplM  on  whleh  ihej  ware,  m- 
atod,  amllB  ud  ihonld  raeelre  the  •erfwu  eonaldentioa  of 
•my  Mtor  Id  odt  pnbUfi  Aflkln.  Hxa  l«slaUUT«  m  voll  u 
Um  «XMatlv«  department— the  membere  of  the  Houe  of 
SepraieatatlTee  h  weU  u  Seuton  and  the  PreeWent— 
dumld  Mrloulr  oonilder  It  Permuent  mlMloiu  ven  not 
the  poU«7  of  that  time.  Ulnleten  retidnt  were  not  onl^ 
anknoirn  In  nune,  bat  In  bet  A  tnlHlon  wu  not  to  be 
•onttwul  olther  la  Um  penon  ef  one  taoamben^  er  In  ih» 
penouef  nwenori.  T»  be  eent  vbrn  neoanarr,  and  te 
«ome  hom«  when  the  neceaalt^  wai  ovar,  wn  then  the  ml* ; 
and  that  not  onlj  on  the  moto  of  eeonomr  bnt  aln  of  na- 
tional poUoT,  rtanltlng  fh>m  onr  seographical  poattton  and 
Tcpublioan  form  of  govenment,  which  required  no  doae 
poKUoal  ooniteoUon  with  ft>ralgn  powerB,  and  admitted  the 
naerrod  IntereoniM  whleh  neeead^  eonmanded;  and 
■whleh  ttSoty,  peeoe,  roapeet,  and  freedom  frocn  entugUng 
■IHianmll  nriwamil 
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what  I  had  previously  thought,  as  I  had  sup- 
posed that  that  honorable  gentleman  was  the 
very  last  man  in  the  House  who  stood  in  need 
of  ttie  information  for  which  he  had  applied  to 
me.  I  understand  bis  inquiry  to  be  so  very 
large  in  its  terms  that  it  covers,  in  fact,  almost 
all  the  diplomacy  of  the  country.  But,  al- 
though liiB  qaestion  has  this  very  extraordinaiT 
extent,  I  should  not  be  indiqrased,  ncv,  as  Z 
hc^e,  unprepared,  in  some  good  degree,  to  aa- 
Bwer  it,  were  it  not  for  a  phyrioal  in^sporittoi 
wliich  most  disable  any  man  (unless^indeed,  tt 
be  the  honorable  gentleman  from  JCentncky, 
Mr.  Chiltok)  to  respond  at  large  to  such  an 
inquiry.  I  might  certidnly,  and  that  without 
just  censure,  refhse  to  take  the  attitude  of  re- 
spondent on  this  occasion ;  nor  do  I  assumo  it 
under  any  conviction  of  duty,  but  voluntarily, 
from  the  denre  which  I  at  all  timet  feel  to  com- 
ply with  the  wishes  of  the  highly  respectable 
member  who  has  made  the  inquiry.  The  gen- 
tieman  from  Massachusetts  had  said  tha^  if 
there  was  any  body  in  that  House  who  assumed 
the  ground  that,  in  calling  for  an  appropriation 
for  foreign  luteroonrse,  the  atuu  probemdi  did 
not  lie  on  the  Execntive,  he  was  confident  that 
it  would  not  be  myself.  Now  I  can  only  take 
this  compliment,  which  I  certainly  esteem  very 
highly,  as  intended  to  have  reference  to  my 
fidelity  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  in  the  sti^ 
tion  which  it  is  my  lot  to  occupy.  Yet  I  am 
compelled  to  declare  that,  in  reference  to  the 
greater  part  of  the  missions  provided  for  in 
this  bill,  the  burden  of  proof  lies  not  on  the 
Executive,  who  asks  for  the  money,  but  on  a 
member  of  the  House  who  advocates  its  refti- 
sal.  And  why!  To  what  department  is  it 
that  the  constitotion  has  confided  the  duty  ot 
deeding  what  shall  be  the  diplomatic  relations 
between  this  Qovemment  and  Governments 
abroad!  Are  we  parties  participant  in  that 
duty  and  its  corraqK>ndent  obligations?  We 
certainly  should  be;  and  coequal  with  the 
President  In  this  department  of  the  public 
service,  were  the  principle  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maasaoh^tta  well  founded. 
That  gentleman  goes  ujwn  the  ground  that, 
before  any  foreign  mission  should  be  estab- 
lished, the  sulgect  must  first  pass  noder  our 
review,  and  have  our  approbation  and  concur- 
rence. And  is  that  the  theory  of  the  consti- 
tution !  Suppose  a  certain  forSgn  misdun  has 
been  submitted  to  the  Senate,  ^proved  hf 
them,  and  in  existence  for  years,  are  tfe  to 
presume  that  that  mission  is  improper,  and  not 
to  appropriate  for  it  until  the  contrary  shall 
be  ahownl  To  pat  aoch  a  qnestion  is  to 
answer  it.  And  it  wonHd  be  sufficient,  In 
answer  to  an  inqniir  so  large  as  that  which 
has  l>een  propounded  to  me  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  say  of  all 
these  misdons  but  two,  that  it  has  been  the 
Judgment  of  the  Executive  department  that 
Uiey  are  expedient  and  proper,  and  that  we 
have  ministers  now  reudent  at  these  sevei^ 

OODTti. 
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What,  EOT,  can  a  GkiTernment  like  oars, 
maint^ing  numerous  diplomatic  relations 
vrlth  foreign  Ooyemmenta  on  both  continents, 
jnstly  be  required  to  re-prove  every  year  the 
necesnty  of  i)roviding  for  each  of  its  miBeions 
aibroad— ^Isncms,  the  propriefy  of  vbloh  has 
long  since  been  deddea,  and  which  have  been 
maintained  without  intermption  for  a  series 
of  years.  Sardj  snch  a  requirement  mnst  be 
pronoonced  luelesfi,  if  not  wanton,  and  might 
be  repdied  as  an  ontrage  npon  a  co-ordinate 
department  of  the  Government.  I  therefore 
aay  again,  that  I  shonld  be  fUly  antborized  to 
answer,  uiat  those  to  whom  tlie  oonstitatiaa 
has  assigned  the  .  authority  to  jnd^  have 
decided  that  we  onght  to  have  ministers  at 
those  Conrts.  Bnt,  thongh  that  answer  would 
he  snfSoient,  and  thongh  I  could,  on  this  sub- 
ject, Mipeal  to  the  anuiority  of  the  gentieman 
from  Hassaohnsetts  himself  I  will  not  take  that 
ground.  What  did  the  gentleman  mj  but  a 
moment  ago  ?  Uiat  there  were  other  Courts, 
where  we  were  now  unrepresented,  where  we 
ou^t  to  have  ministers  resident  The  gea- 
tleman  is  right.  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  and 
nothingbnt  a  terror  of  that  temper  on  the  part 

this  House,  vhich  the  present  debate  has  so 
clearly  exemplified,  has  prevented  our  having 
before  now  a  diplomatic  representative  near 
the  Austrian  Government — a  Government 
which  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  Important 
npon  the  continent,  but  one  which  has  mani- 
f^^ted  a  di^tosition  to  preserve  and  extend 
commercial  relations  with  this  oonu^,  and 
has  even  gone  so  fiff  as  to  8«id  a  perscm  to  the 
United  States  with  the  express  view  xtego- 
tiating  a  trea^  with  ns.  I  hope  w«  ah^ 
before  long,  be  represented  at  that  Oourt ;  ana 
I  am  authorised  to  say,  that,  though  that 
]dngd<»n  possesses  hut  one  oommerotal  port, 
It  is  the  derire  and  purpose  of  this  Goyem- 
ment  to  enlarge  our  commerce  with  her.' 
Should  this  take  place,  a  minister  will  bO' 
IndispeDsable  to  conduct  and  watch  over  the' 
interests  of  tiiat  commerce. 

It  ia  with  the  most  unaffected  surprise  that 
I  find  any  gentlemtm,  above  all,  a  gentleman 
BO  able,  so  enlightenea,  and  so  experienced  as 
the  genUeman  from  Hassachnsetts,  and  one 
who,  as  everybody  in  the  country  knows,  has 
ever  becot  remarkable  for  attaohiiu  a  very 
h^h  valne  to  the  importance  of  wplomatic 
rations,  should  advance  an  objection  on  this 
floor  which  goes  to  sweep  away  the  entire 
diplomacy  of  this  country,  except  as  it  relates 
to  one  or  two  Oourts.  For  what  has  this 
Government  instituted  foreign  relations  at  all  t 
It  is  not  munly  fbr  the  interests  of  oommeroe  f 
Our  social  economy,  and  the  peculiar  structure 
of  our  Government,  have  secured  to  every 
man  in  this  country  the  fiill  and  ezdorive 
fruits  of  Ms  own  industry ;  bnt  to  what  use  is 
tills,  unless  some  mode  shonld  be  provided,  by 
wUch  the  benefits  resnlting  from  nia  indnstiT 
and  enterprise  nuqr  become  availableV  H  it 
'w«re  not  for  eonmwroe,  then  would  be  Htfile 
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mfl||ve  for  a  Government,  aitaated  as  ours  is,  to 
mffltaio  any  diplomatic  relations  whatew. 
We  send  miraons  abroad  to  propose  to  other 
nations  terms  of  oommeroe,  to  ftcUitate  oom- 
mennal  interoonrse,  to  reduce  tarifb,  and  tims 
prepare  the  wajr  for  the  motual  entermise  d 
two  frtoidly  powers.  Am  I  to  be  told  that  a 
nation  like  thl^  tiie  tiohest  aaTa  one  vpaa  the 
ftoe  of  tiie  (^obe,  whoae  oraameroe  is  spread 
abroad  over  ev^  sea,  mast  snfFer  this  highest 
interest  <^her  citizens  to  laaguisb,  rather  than 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $88,000  ?  This  ia  all 
that  is  asked  for  this  whole  array  of  mis- 
rioDS,  which  has  ezdted  so  mnoh  solidtode 
in-  the  mind  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  In  referotoe  to  Goveramenta 
where  we  have  long  had  missions,  and  with 
whom  we  have  extensive  and  valuable  oom- 
merclal  relations,  it  is  manifest  we  must  have 
agoits  to  watch  over  them.  With  respeot  to 
Bel^nm,  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  whf  an 
Item  for  that  Government  has  been  Inawted. 
It  is  wdl  known  that  this  country  has  had, 
for  a  long  series  ot  years,  an  important  oom- 
merce  with  ficdland.  Bel^i^am  is  a  ptHticm  of 
what  formeriy  passed  under  that  name,  htA 
has  been  recently  erected  into  a  aetata 
Government. 

If  our  interests  with  the  two  potions  of  that 
country,  when  ooiuoined,  were  deemed  worthy 
of  preservation,  why  are  they  not  equally  so 
with  each  portion  as  now  separated  t  Can 
it  be  that  our  interests  with  one  of  those 
GoTonmMitB  is  not  worth  the  expenditure  of 
4^600  dollars  a  year!  And  what  ia  this  new 
State  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Masaachn- 
eetta  ipeake  so  oontemptnonsly  t  &  is  a  State 
which  ooonidea  taie  of  the  most  Inqiortaat 
stationa  in  Europe— the  andent  theatre  of 
contiuentsl  wars,  and  the  eol^ieet  d  com- 
plicated and  protracted  negotutima.  The 
Bel^an  Government  has  sent  its  agents  to  ns, 
intimating  a  wish  tliat  diplomatio  relations 
ahould  exist  between  tiie  two  Governments; 
and  shall  we,  when  the  Government  of  so  rich 
and  fertile  a  ooontry,  possessing  sach  a  com- 
mercial port  as  Antwerp,  and  with  which  we 
already  hold  an  extensive  commercial  inters 
course,  proposes  to  us  the  estaUiahment  d 
frimdly  relations,  refuse  to  meet  Its  adrances, 
and  put  at  hacanl  all  the  advantages  we  nui^t 
g^  for  ihe  sake  of  aT<Mng  the  e^^enditare 
of  t^SOO  a  year  I 

I  put  it  to  the  gentleman  from  Uassachnsetts, 
if  we  had  received  a  Ikssagefrran  the  Presidm^ 
stating  tiiat  such  a  request  had  been  made  by 
the  Belgian  Government,  but  that  he  had  re* 
ftaeed  to  send  any  minister,  what  woold  tL&t 
gentleman  have  said  f  Above  alL  what  would 
he  have  tiiought  and  said  had  ute  Preodent 
giyen  as  a  reason  for  his  determination  that  the 
mission  would  cost  this  country  $4,600  a  year! 
We  have  now  here  a  minister  from  Beigiom ; 
we  have  with  that  country  a  great  and  gnywing 
oommeiroe:  andthiaq>iff^riationisfin-amcn 
ohargi.  Suppose  the  mon^ should  benAned, 
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and  the  advancea  of  the  Belgian  Gtovernment 
repelled,  will  it  not  be  a  breach  of  the  comitj 
of  nations  ?  maj  it  not  lead  to  the  intemiption 
of  car  commerce  ?  or  at  least  to  an  anzmentation 
of  tiieir  tariff  on  onr  prodncts  ?  Wonld  the 
Prerident  be  Jnstifled  in  nazardiDg  these  oonse- 
qnences  for  the  sake  of  saving  an  annual  salarjr 
of  $4,600!  Wliat  wonld  be  the  judgment  of 
vrerj  aober-mindod  man  upon  anch  polioy  t  Jf. 
wosld  pnmotmoe  a  merited  lentenoe  of  uwqaiT- 
ooal  ocoidemnctifHi. 

t  come  now  to  the  provisions  tor  the  South 
American  mlsnona.  I  oonld  not  but  feel  a 
sood  deal  SDiprised  that  the  gentleman  from 
MMsnohnBetts  ahonld  be  the  penaa  to  ol^eet  to 
the  appropriation  for  these  miadons,  when  he 
was  himself  at  the  head  of  that  administraUon 
mider  which  all  the  diplomatio  relations  we 
have  with  these  States  were  originall7  iiutitnted. 
Kor  did  we  then,  as  is  now  proposed,  m^tain 
only  ft  charge  d'affidree  at  these  courts.  "When 
that  gentleman^s  administration  came  into 
power,  th^  fonnd  three  fall  ministers  oommis- 
rioned  to  Sontli  American  Powera ;  and,  so  fw 
ftom  thdr  disuiproTlDg  fb»  arrangement^  the 
ItDnwable  gentleman  continned  all  these  mia- 
tions,  and  continned  to  fill  them  with  ministers 
of  the  same  grade.  I  mention  thiSj  not  as  any 
imputation  against  him.  I  know,  mdeed,  that 
many  nnfonnded  censnres  were  heaped  npon 
him  for  this  part  of  Uie  policy  of  that  adminis- 
tration, n.  made  many  remarks  npon  it  myself 
which  I  ahonld  be  ^ad  of  an  opportnnity  to 
disclaim.)  The  committee  donbueas  recollect 
that  one  of  the  questions  which  then  agitated 
this  oonntry  was,  whether  tiiis  Government 
ought  or  ought  not  to  recognize  the  independ- 
enoe  of  the  South  American  republics.  We 
did  recognize  it;  and,  in  my  judgment,  we  ^d 
wiady.  Mr.  IConroe,  to  (^ve  the  greater  effect 
to  foa  recognition,  sent  ministers  to  thoae 
pow^  as  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do.  And 
it  was  certainly  a  sound  line  of  policy.  It  was 
90  on  two  grounds:  first  as  it  tended  to  establiah 
their  independence;  and,  secondly,  as  It  promis- 
ed to  extend  our  own  commerce,  and  to  secure 
to  our  citizens  important  advantages  in  trade. 
Such  a  connection  with  this  country  waa  viewed 
by  those  States  themselves  as  an  ottJect  of  im- 
portance; nearly  all  of  them  applied  for  It; 
they  were  anxious  that  diplomatio  relations 
should  be  established  between  ns;  and  we  con- 
ceded to  them  what  they  had  asked  for.  Does 
the  gentkman  frtnn  MassachuBette  reoolleot  that 
the  mdepoidenee  of  those  States  lias  not,  to  this 
day,  been  recognized  by  the  Court  of  Spain? 
and  that  tiie  g6od  offices  of  this  Government 
have  been  exerted  to  effsct  that  obiectt  Are 
ve  to  abandon  the  objecte  for  whion  we  insti- 
tnted  these  relations  in  the  first  instance  I  Are 
we  to  disregard  our  oommonity  of  interest  with 
these  States  in  a  ti*ade  and  commerce  equally 
beneficial  to  both  ?  And  for  what  f  To  save 
a  few  thousand  dollars.  I  said  that  our  com- 
mercial relations  were  mutually  benefldal  to 
both  parties.  Thl^  howercr.  is  true  only  to  a 
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certain  extent.  The  chief  benefit  is  on  onr  dde. 
We  had  commercial  ol^ects  to  secure,  in  first 
instituting  tiiese  miscdons.  Those  powers  had 
none.  They  posseased  littie  or  no  commerce ; 
and  what  little  they  had  was  all  contraband. 
And  does  the  gentieman  from  Hassaohusetts 
think  that  a  nascent  commerce,  still  in  its  in- 
fuioy,  but  ra^dlj  increasing,  does  not  need  to 
be  mwe  asdauously  watchol  ovw  than  one 
which  has  att^ed  to  the  fhll  vigor  of  estab* 
lished  permaneneyl  The  gentieman  cannot  be 
aware  that  the  possession  of  the  ridng  oom- 
raerce  of  those  South  American  States  Is  an 
object  of  earnest  competition  and  rivalry  among 
the  £urop<»n  Powers.  He  must  know  that 
Great  Britain  in  particular,  from  having  been 
too  open  and  unguarded  in  uiowing  her  extreme 
eagerness  to  secure  the  boon,  has  become  the 
subject  of  extreme  Jealousy  on  that  ground ; 
insomuch  that  the  republic  of  Central  America, 
in  particnlar,  has  become  almost  hostile  to  the 
British  Government  Their  commerce,  fed,  as 
It  will  be,  by  one  of  the  richest  countries  on 
earth,  Is  expan^g  in  geomefarioal  progresshm; 
and  are  we  to  alwudon  soch  an  omeot  fiv  the 
pitifbl  sum  of  94^0001 

With  regard  to  the  republic  of  Central 
America,  continued  Mr.  A.,  so  strong  is  tiie 
feeling  of  dislike  towards  the  English  tliat  eveir 
facility  Is  open  to  an  advantaceona  treaty  with 
this  country.  Bnt  it  is  very  difficult  for  us,  or 
any  other  power,  to  get  a  minister  there,  be- 
cause such  is  the  unhealthiness  of  the  region 
through  which  they  must  pass,  that  the  most 
of  those  who  set  ont  for  that  Court  die  upon 
their  way. 

I  remember  that  this  flubject  of  the  repnbUo 
of  Odomina  ocoanoned  a  somewhat  amn*'*^ 
scene  in  this  House  a  few  years  ago.  The 
whole  Honse,  including  snoh  men  aa  my  hoiuMv 
able  frioid  mm  Massachusetts, -was  at  that  time 
wholly  iniorant  of  the  geogr4>hy  of  thte  new 
State.  One  member  inquired  what  were  its 
commercial  relations  t  And  this  led  to  an  in- 
qairy  from  another,  as  to  what  were  its  ports  t 
or,  whether  there  was  a  Angle  commercial  port 
belonging  to  that  Government!  None  could 
answer  these  inquiries,  because  none  knew  with 
precision  what  were  the  territorial  limits  of  that 
State.  I  did  not  know  them — the  Department 
of  State  did  not.  Bnt  I  am  now  better  pre- 
pu«d;  and  if  the  gentieman  from  Sfassachn- 
setta  wiahes  to  proponnd  the  same  inqniry  he 
put  to  me  on  tnat  occasion,  I  am  in  dronm- 
Btanoea  to  answer  it  Its  pons  are  numeroni^ 
and  its  trade  so  important,  that  it  Is  ob^ons 
to  any  one  aoqudnted  with  the  facts,  that  the 
avenues  to  that  trade  should  be  kept  open  to 
our  dtizens.  But  this  can  only  be  done  by 
keeping  up  diplomatio  relations  with  that  Gov- 
ernment at  an  expense  tiie  honorable  gentieman 
seems  to  shudder  at   It  will  cost  us  94,600. 

Hr.  Adams  here  Interposed,  to  inquire  whv 
it  was  that,  although  the  bill  oontiuned  provi- 
nons  for  seven  ch&i^^  des  affaires,  there  was 
none  for  Ool<Hnbia  t  The  gentieman  said  our 
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TelatioDS  with  that  repablio  were' of  sndi  great 
Talne^  how  was  it  tha^  while  he  argued  to  ehow 
the  necessitT'  ttf  our  having  a  minister  there, 
liehadinsertednoprovisionforonel  Twojrears 
ago,  indeed,  it  was  tnie  that  this  repnbho  of 
Colombia  conld  not  be  found;  now  it  seems 
&e  gentleman  had  found  out  where  it  was. 
Why  was  it  omitted  in  the  bill? 

llr.  Etanb  said  that  it  certainly  was  not 
proper  that  matters  of  so  much  consequence 
should  be  acted  upon  with  so  thin  a  House. 
He  observed  that  many  gentlemen  would  vote 
to  go  into  committee  at  12  o^clock,  who  never 
qmeared  in  the  House  again  till  about  6  o'clock, 
when  they  came  in  to  vote  stoutly  against  the 
rising  of  the  committee.  He  believed  the  gen- 
tleman from  Yirf^la  (llr.  Aboheb)  was  willing 
that  the  subject  should  be  postponed,  and  be 
trusted  that  the  gentleman  from  Hassudiusetts 
(Mr.  Adams)  would  also  consent  to  wait  a  little 
longer  for  the  information  he  had  asked  for. 
He  therefore  moved  that  Qte  committee  rise, 
that  the  House  might  proceed  to  the  biuineas 
on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  Polk  requested  Mr.  Evi-NS  to  withdraw 
his  motion ;  but  he  refusing  to  do  so,  the  (^iies- 
tioa  was  tdcen,  and  the  motion  was  negatived 
—ayes  57,  noes  76. 

Mr.  Adaxb  udd  that,  as  the  repuUio  ct  Co- 
lombia had  been  discovered,  why,  he  asked 
again,  was  it  not  named  in  this  bUl  ?  The  gen- 
twnan  thought  it  a  power  of  so  much  import- 
ance that  we  ought  to  send  there  a  minister  of 
the  highest  grade.  Where  waa  it!  He  did 
not  read  it  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  Abohbb  said  that  it  was  in  the  bill.  The 
mistake  was  on  the  side  of  his  honorable  friend 
from  Massachusetts.  The  republic  of  Central 
America  had  been  broken  into  three  distinct 
States,  viz. :  Venezuela,  Kew  Granada,  and 
£caador.  The  GoTcrnment  did  not  ask  for  a 
mission  to  that  country,  and  strange  indeed  it 
would  be  if  it  had  done  so.  Mr.  A.  was 
told  by  our  former  minister  there  (Mr.  Moore) 
that  living  at  B(^ta  was  very  expensive,  and 
the  salary  of  even  a  full  minister  would  be 
none  too  larse ;  it  was  proposed,  however,  to 
allow  for  a  chargS  only.  The  gentleman  woald 
find  in  the  bill  an  item  for  a  charg^  to  Yenezu- 
ela.  So  far  was  the  Government  from  being 
chargeable  with  extravagance  in  its  appropri- 
ations for  South  America,  that  the  gentleman 
seemed  now  disposed  rather  to  complain  of  it 
for  having  omitted  to  put  more  in  the  biU. 
When  the  item  for  Colombia  had  formerly  been 
proposed,  it  was  su^ested  as  an  objection  that 
the  whole  republic  did  not  contain  a  single  sea- 
port. This  ground  must  now  be  abandoned ; 
as,  since  the  republic  had  been  dissevered,  it 
had  also  been  asoertidned  to  possess  many  verj 
important  seaports.  Mr.  A.  would  take  this 
oppcotnidty  of  reading  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man a  list  of  them,  tether  wltli  a  statement 
showing  the  population  of  each  of  these  States 

ascertained  mua  the  best  soaroes  within 
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his  reaedi;  aa  also  thetrade,  as  taken  ftmntlH 
last  returns  to  the  Treasury. 

[The  statement  read.} 

I  have  thus  shown,  said  Mr.  A,  to  tbe 
satisfaction,  I  trust,  of  the  committee,  and 
my  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts,  fint 
from  the  population^  and  then  from  the  trade 
of  this  republic  of  Colombia,  aa  now  snb* 
divided,  that  we  onght  to  have  diplomatic 
relations  ^there,  even  uiough  it  should  ooitns 
the  unconscionable  sum  of  $4,600  a  year  to 
muntain  them.  Although  I  am  a  great  advo- 
cate for  eeonomy ,  ud  hope  that  the  hononUe 
gentleman  wlU  stsnd  by  his  principle  of  never 
consenting  to  an  appropriation  till  its  propria 
and  necessity  be  shown,  yet  lam  sacn  a  nrj 
heretic  that  I  should  be  willing  to  sustun  tbw 
charges  des  affaires,  one  to  each  of  these 
Governments,  rather  than  jeopard  our  trade 
with  this  part  of  the  South  American  contjaent : 
a  country  containing  a  dozen  seaports,  a  popula- 
tion of  four  millions  of  people,  and  a  commerce 
amounting  already  to  four  millions  of  dollarL 
With  a  disposition  certunly  not  too  friendly  to 
the  present  administration,  I  yet  cannot  find  it 
in  my  heart  to  say  that,  in  this  branch  (tf  tbe 
public  service,  they  want  to  spend  too  nmch  of 
the  public  money. 

And  now,  nr,  for  Kezioo.  We  hadaM 
minister  to  that  Government  under  the  ad- 
miaistratlon  of  my  honorable  fHend  from 
Massachusetts.  We  have  now  but  a  charg6 
d'affaires.  This  country  possesses  a  commerce 
iu  imports  of  four  ,  millions,  and  in  exijortsof 
three  millions  of  dollars.  Ought  an  interest 
like  this  to  be  exposed,  unprotected,  to  the 
rivalry  of  other  commercial  nations,  to  avmd 
the  annual  charge  of  4,500  dollars  t  1  have 
heard  it  said  that  oar  commercial  interests  with 
the  Mexican  Government  may  be  as  well,  or 
sufiBoiently  well,  protected  by  consols.  Sup- 
pose we  had  a  consul  there,  conld  he  snperriw 
all  our  interests  with  that  Govemmeot  on  i 
salary  Jess  than  4,600  dollars  t  We  give  oar 
consniB  8,000  dollars.  Woidd  any  man  cwnpe- 
tent  to  the  chai^  accept  it  on  such  terms  f  so, 
sir ;  if  it  is  to  be  done  by  consuls,  we  must  have 
them  in  all  the  principal  seaports;  aud  then 
their  salaries  wfll  amount  to  more  than  is 
asked  for  this  chargS.  I  say  that  to  resort  to 
a  char^  d'affures  to  the  Government  d 
Mexico  is  an  exponent  of  economy;  and  the 
honorable  gentieman  ought  to  support  rather 
than  resist  it.  The  opposite  plan  goes  <»  * 
narrow  view  of  economy,  and  whoever  adnn 
catos  it  is  mistaken  as  to  the  true  interests  of 
our  commeroe  in  the  southern  hemi^her*- 
Commerce  with  old  countries  ia^  oomparati™X» 
aflxed  thing;  but  with  new  oonntiies,  ni<»  *■ 
the  liberated  States  of  South  AmerioL  it  u 
quite  a  diflbrent  thing  ;  no  man  can  oalcmats 
or  coi^ecture  the  rapidity  of  its  increase,  or 
tbe  greatness  of  its  fiitnre  amount.  Kow, 
there  is  not  one  of  these  southern  Govenunena 
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in  which  there  is  not,  present  and  active,  a  rival 
interest  to  oars,  seeking  in  every  way  to  nnder- 
mine  os,  and  to  obtain  a  oommerci^  treaty  to 
oar  prejudice. 

As  to  this  repQblio  of  Colombia:  Great 
Britain,  onr  great  oommercial  rival,  maintains 
a  minister  at  Bc^ota,  and  gives  bim  80,000 
dollars  a  year,  beudes  a  consul  general  with  a 
aalaiT  of  10,000  dollars,  and  another  consal  at 
Oarthagena.  Are  we,  then,  to  shrink  from 
the  appropriation  of  ^000  dollars,  to  counter- 
act such  opponents  I  What  would  be  ^e 
consequence  to  the  interests  of  this  country,  if 
Great  Britain  should  succeed  in  eatabltshing 
commercial  relations  with  such  a  country 
as  that,  to  her  benefit  and  injurious  to  as  ? 
And  what  would  be  the  blame  inevitably  and 
justly  cast  upon  an  administration  that  should 
permit  such  arrangemeots  to  be  made  before 
their  eyes,  for  the  sake  ct  saving  a  poor  allow- 
ance of  4,600  dollars  a  year  f 

There  is  one  consideration  which  applies  to 
all  these  South  American  Governments.  It  is 
more  important  that  we  shoold  have  ^plo- 
matic  relations  with  them  than  with  the 
Govenunents  of  the  old  world.  In  support  of 
which  portion,  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that 
there  is  not  one  of  them  where  onr  citizens 
liave  not  pending  claims  for  spoliations ;  not, 
indeed,  for  vessels  and  cargoes  taken  upon  the 
high  seas,  bat  for  injuries  done  to  us  by 
seizures  after  our  vessels  had  entered  tbeir 
ports.  Suppose  us  to  have  no  minister  there, 
and  these  acts  of  nnlawfol  violenoe  shoald  take 
place  upon  the  commeroe  of  our  citizens,  what 
remedy  should  we  have  ?  The  citizen  iinared 
would  make  his  protest  Should  we  send  our 
4emaad  for  redress  through  a  omsol?  The 
answer  would  be,  we  regret  the  occurrence,  but 
our  Government  is  too  poor  to  compensate  the 
loss.  But  if  we  had  a  minister  present  at  their 
Court,  either  the  ipjury  would  not  be  at- 
tempted, or  one  menace  from  him  would  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  its  being  consummated. 
They  know  and  dread  the  power  of  our  navy. 
Why,  sir,  it  is  but  to-day  that  I  was  told  of 
a  oar^  worth  ^00,000  which  had  been  lost 
in  this  very  way.  Will  not  $^600  have  been 
well  qwntf  should  it  prevoit  but  one  snoh  loss 
as  that? 

I  have  peculiar  reasons  for  wishing  to  dis- 
chai^  my  duty  fully  on  this  occasion,  because 
H  is  the  lost  time  that  I  shall  occupy  the 
position  I  now.  fill  in  relation  to  the  business 
of  the  House.  I  might  have  repelled  the  inqui- 
ries of  the  honorab}e  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, by  saying,  simply,  that  onr  citizens  had 
nnsatisfled  claims  on  all  these  Governments; 
and  that  it  would  be  monstrous,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  refuse  the  appropriation  of 
four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  protect 
their  interests.  I  might  well  be  pardoned,  did 
I  express  in  stronger  terms  my  surprise  at  Ha 
unusual  mode  of  treating  a  biU  for  lueh  ol^eots, 
Tbioh  has  beoi  puraued  on  the  presttit  oooap 
riflu  hf  that  gentlemaa.  He  well  knows  all 
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the  views  I  have  stated.  He  knows  them 
better  than  I,  and  his  mind  has  been  filled  with 
the  soundest  oontdonons  in  relation  to  the 
whole  subject 

He  wiU  not  deny  that  we  ought  to  have 
diplomatic  relations  wherever  we  nave  exten- 
i^ve  and  Tsluable  commerce ;  and,  jrar  «DMf- 
Ujiee,  with  the  States  of  Sonth  America.  The 
very  fact  tiiat  the  Governments  of  those  States 
remain  yet  unsettied,  and  that  the  hand  of 
a  despotic  anarchy  dntohes  all  that  can  be 
reached  by  transient  power,  is  the  strongest 
reason  why  it  is  expedient  that  we  should  have 
at  the  ear  of  each  succeeding  chief  who  rises 
for  a  day  to  the  seat  of  power,  a  representative 
of  this  Government,  who  shall  whisper  in  his 
ear,  "  Keep  your  hands  off  the  property  of  my 
countrymen ;  if  you  touch  it,  I  sludl  invoke  a 
visit  from  our  vessels  of  war :  and,  when  tiiey 
appear,  yon  will  have  to  relinquish  aU  you 
take."  Should  an  intimation  like  this  reach 
tiie  f^prehension  of  any  one  of  those  moah- 
room  despots  who  wield  in  succession  the  pony 
forces  of  those  Governments,  I  pretend  to  say 
— yes,  sir.  I  "take  the  responsibility"  to 
predict — tnere  is  not  one  of  tnem  but  would 
hold  ofT  his  hand.  I^et  him  but  understand 
that  any  one  of  the  vessels  of  onr  gallant  navr, 
be  it  but  the  smallest  schooner,  is  within  c^ 
he  will  be  careftil  how  he  touches  American 
persons  or  property.  And,  although  I  profMS 
to  be  as  much  the  Mend  of  economy  as  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Uassaohusetts,  I  do 
think  that  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
will  be  well  spent,  if  it  save  but  one  ship's 
cargo,  or  one  American  seaman,  from  the  ruf- 
fian grasp  of  one  of  these  puny  potentates. 

The  gentleman  fh>m  Massachusetts  said,  if 
I  remember  righUy,  that,  when  Frendent 
Ifonroe  instituted  these  Sonth  American  mia- 
sions,  the  understanding  was,  that  they  were 
shortiy  to  be  dispensed  with.  If  so,  I  a^,  why 
did  not  the  gentleman  himself^  who  was.Hr. 
Monroe's  successor,  ^spense  with  them?  I 
will  assume  the  gentleman's  answer  to  be  this,  as 
I  doubt  not  it  will  be :  that  the  interests  of  tliis 
country  (and  to  those  interests  I  always 
believed  him  to  be  honesUy  devoted,  and  am 
glad  of  having  tills  opportnui^  to  say  so) 
iwbade  him  to  dispoise  with  them.  The 
reason  was  a  sound  one,  and  it  is  a  sound  one 
still ;  and  sure  I  am  that,  were  the  honorable 
gentleman  now  at  the  nead  ctf  the  Govern- 
ment, he  would  not  dispense  with  one  of  theto 
misuoDS. 

Here  are  States  oooupying  a  region  whose 
fertility,  compared  to  that  of  other  portions  of 
the  globe,  is  as  Mesopotamia  to  the  sands  of 
Libya— filled  with  a  people  just  broken  loose 
from  the  bonds  of  political  and  commercial 
vassalage,  and  with  whom  all  the  Govemmente 
of  the  old  world  are  seeking  connections,  both 
commercial  and  political ;  irith  whom  we  wen 
the  first  to  institnto  diploinatio  relations,  wluA 
relations  the  geotieman  Aram  ItaoBScnnwetts 
was  the  first  to  ratii^;  and  yet,  he  now  finds 
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fkntt  tbst  ft  paltry  aom  of  money  U  uked  to 
iLtip  up  oar  connections  vltb  them.  Tfaey  are 
BtatM  whose  independoice  we  were  the  first 
to  acknowledge;  States  whose  commerce  is 
destined  to  oe  tlie  most  eztennre  upon  the 
globe  ]  States  who  Tlew  the  QoTemments  that 
are  competing  for  it  with  great  and  growing 
jMlonsy,  and  who  entertain  no  sach  jealonay 
<rf  tu.  And  $n  we  to  Uuov  aw^r  all  the  ad- 
vantwesofmiohaporitloal  Forwhatf  Why, 
truly,  Moaiue,  if  we  r^n  them,  they  will  ooat 
Of  ft  matter  n  thirty<et|^t  thonaud  ddlara  ft 
year. 

If  we  reftise  to  maiatoin  diplomatic  relations 
with  these  powers,  there  will  not  be  a  ship,  or 
a  Tessel  of  any  kind,  which  the  honorable 
oentieman's  fellow-<dtizena  of  Kew  Eaglaod 
riudl  freight  with  "notions,"  bat  wiU  be 
exposed  to  the  moat  imminent  danger.  Snoh 
politloal  agitations  and  andh  lawless  despotism 
prer^  almost  everywhere  thronghoat  that 
region,  that  no  cargo  will  be  insured  bat  at 
ftK  ftogmented  premium.  Bat  if  we  hare  a 
nd^ater  who  can  hitapoae  in  time,  and  aay  to 
the  n^sereant  who  tm  tue  moment  ma^  hi^d  the 
rdne  of  power,  and  may  be  about  to  lay 
hand  upon  the  property  ot  onr  dtizena,  **  have 
ft  eare ;  yon  know  not  to  what  yon  enose 
yourself;  within  my  call  is  a  naval  force 
whidi,  in  a  few  hoars,  will  batter  yoar  town 
about  yoar  ears,"  my  word  for  it,  oar  mer- 
cliaatfl  may  Tentore  their  goods  in  secnrity. 
There  is  not  the  smallest  vessel  in  oat*  navy 
that  may  not  defy  these  petty  powers,  and 
whose  lightest  threat  will  not  be  respected. 
And  will  yon  give  ap  a  rich  and  growing 
oommeroe,  under  snoh  drounutanoes,  on  the 
ea^ent  principle  of  saving  thirty-eight  thousand 
doUftrsf 

HeTing  made  these  general  remaAs  in  ref- 
aienoe  to  the  Government  of  Odhunbia,  I  eome 
sow  to  Uexico. 

The  gentleman  aaks  why  we  propoae  to 
lend  a  minister  to  the  Heziean  Government  1 
I  wUl  tell  the  gentiemao.  We  propose  it  for 
all  the  reasons  which  I  have  just  given  in 
nation  to  the  Governments  of  South  America. 
It  Ib  a  eoantry  whose  trade  already  has  reached 
the  ainoant,  in  importH,  oi  foor  millions  of 
doUara— «id,  in  exports,  of  three  nulUons.  Its 
tcorritory  is  nearly  as  large  as  our  own;  it 
poaseasen  a  soil  of  unrivaUed  fertility,  and 
eoDpritea  the  advantagea  oi  all  climates  and 
of  aU  wodnota.  From  theae  oiroomataacea, 
H  Is  obvious,  not  only  that  its  oommeroe 
ia  destined  to  be  greatj  but  that  thia  will 
lHU>pett  in  a  vety  short  tmie;  and,  fhnn  the 
affinity  of  their  institutions  to  oar  own,  we 
are  warranted  in  the  expectation  that  we 
ahall  i>e  placed  on  the  footing  of  the  most 
fitvored  nation.  Besides  this,  we  have  now 
pending  with  that  power  a  special  negotiation 
on  the  sut^ect  of  boundary.  The  propriety, 
and  even  neoeasity,  ot  having  the  lute  which 
sMiarates  the  two  countries  distinctly  ascer- 
tttned  and  permanentiy  fixed,  is  mani£eat,  aa 
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being  one  of  the  best  aeooritiee  ag^nat  diapotft 
and  colliaon  with  the  n^hbOTing  Gorom- 
ment;  and,  should  we  withdraw  onr  difdo- 
matic  relations,  after  having  commeneed  so 
important  a  n^tiation,  we  shall  expose  onr- 
selves  to  the  liability  of  losing  a  large  tract  of 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  fiivored  portions 
of  the  habitable  earth.  I  aay  this  deliberately; 
for  if  I  wrn  oaUed  to  adeet  anr  pmion 
(A  the  earth'a  snrfboe  vhidi  was  lltted  by 
nature  to  beoome  the  gardMi'qrat  of  tiw^oba, 
I  ahould,  without  heanatioo,pMnt  to  the  pror- 
ince  of  Texas. 

I  oome,  next  in  order,  to  the  propoaed 
oharg6  d'affurea  to  tiie  Government  of  Boenoa 
Ayrea.  The  genUeman  from  Massachnsotta 
intimated  to  the  committee,  as  well  as  to 
myaeU;  that  the  principal  object  he  had  in 
view,  in  urging  the  very  extcm^ve  inquiry  he 
has  made,  was  Kponded  on  the  special  relatkms  ef 
the  American  Government  to  that  of  the  Axg(Kh 
tine  Bepnblio.   On  this  subject  I  shall  oom- 

firess  what  I  have  to  say  into  a  shwt  ipaee. 
t  is  tnuk  aa  the  gentleman  stated,  that  ttw 
brother  or  ft  oaUeagne  of  Us  vfao  had  been 
aent  as  onr  late  minister  to  that  powo*,  Otr, 
Bqrlies)  did  anravate  the  faelings  ot  that 
Government  in  hta  oommunieation  with  it  on 
the  Bui^ect  of  the  Falkland  Islands,  and  that 
Hucb  altercation  arose  as  induced  him  to 
demand  his  passports  and  to  retam  home; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Massachnaetts  aaka 
whether  thia  committee  will  coiueat,  under 
sach  ciroumstanoea,  to  aend  another  minister 
to  that  Government !  In  reply  to  this  inquiry, 
I  have  to  say  that  the  salary  is  aaked  only  as  a 
ocmtingent^,  and  that  there  is  not  the  least 
danger  of  a  minister  being  aent  out  until  a 
different  state  of  things  shalT  exist  There  are 
Teas<ma,  however,  to  beUere  that  ft  dtflbnut 
state  of  things  fill  exist.  Almost  immediate^ 
after  tibe  return  of  Jix.  Bajitea,  an  intinution 
was  sent  by  VtieA  GoTemment  to  the  Depot- 
m«it  <tf  State,  that  a  minister  should  sfaiocfly 
be  deapatohed  to  this  Government,  to  resume 
the  negotiations  here ;  and  it  is  bot  a  sluMt  tine 
rince,  that  that  assoranee  was  repeated ;  and 
this  Government  is  waiting  for  the  arrinl  of 
such  a  minister,  before  it  can  decade  what  atifi 
shall  be  taken  in  the  affaii*. 

The  gentieman  from  Haasaohusetts  aays  Uist 
no  miniBter  should  be  sent  on  our  part  until 
the  present  state  of  tlungs  is  changed,  and  in 
that  position  I  entirely  oonour.  mt  I  sur  to 
Um  in  reply,  that  a  message,  snoh  as  I  mt* 
mentioned,  justifies  this  Govemmoxt  in  being 
prepared  to  send  a  minister  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Buenos  Ayres,  in  case  that  Goven^ 
meat  shall  send  their  ministw  here.  Suppose 
the  Aigentane  miidster  should  arrive  in  this 
countoy  jost  after  tike  rinng  of  Oongees,  must 
the  Executive  wait  until  next  seauon  before 
be  sends  a  oorrei^KUidiag  misnon  on  our  parti 
Does  the  gentieman  foi^  that  we  have  large 
<Uaims  on  that  GorenmientI  And  shall  tliese 
Iw  l^Uy  je<q>arded  or  abandoned  t  I  hftre 


ABRID6UENT  OF  THB 

flaatt  Ammiem  aai  tOafMimitm. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OV  0ONGBBS8. 


47S 


IbT,  18M.J 

nasoD  to  beUen  tiiat  It  is  not  the  design  of 
the  Exeeative  to  send  out  a  disrgi  until  s 
minister  shall  arrive,  hot  that,  as  soon  as  that 
takes  place,  one  will  be  sent ;  and,  oa  the  enb- 
.  jeot  of  the  claims  of  onr  own  citizens,  I  have 
myself  received   several  argent  communi- 
cations during  the  present  sesrion.   I  admit, 
with    the   gentleman   from  Uassachnsetts, 
that,  after  a  minister  of  the  United  Sta^  has 
been  bo  treated,  at  any  foreign  Coart,  as  to 
conceive  himself  boaod,  from  respect  to  his 
own  Government,  to  demand  his  passports 
and  retom  home,  it  is  not  the  OoTemmmt  of 
the  United  States  who  should  renew  the  nego- 
tiatitm;  bat,  unless  the  ii^ory  has  been  of  a 
natnre  and  aa  impntanoe  saoh  as  to  Justify 
war,  is  tiiat  a  good  reason  why  this  Qorem- 
ment  i^onld  not  be  pr^wred  to  resnme  nego- 
tiations, when  it  can  do  so  with  sdfnrespect  f 
And  should  we  not  be  even  tiie  more  ready  to 
do  so  t   Supposing  the  agent  of  that  Govern- 
ment shall  come  here  and  say,  Ve  regret 
what  is  past,  and  wish  to  re-establish  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  Oovemments ;  and 
that  the  President  shall  say,  in  re{^y,  I  wish 
it  too,  but  I  have  no  means  to  re-establish  any 
diplomatic  intercourse,  nor  shall  I  till  a  whole 
year  has  expired.   Does  the  geutlemui  wish  to 
place  onr  Chief  Magistrate  in  such  an  (Mtitude 
before  a  for^gn  Govemment  I  There  is  reason 
to  beUeve  that  a  failniater  is  eomiitg.  And,  in 
ad^tion  to  that,  kt  me  say  to  that  gmtlemaii. 
thaA  the  sntjeot  whk^  was  the  canse  of 
di&rence  betwem  the  two  Governments  has 
sinoe  then  passed  away.  The  ground  of  quarrel 
was  an  aUeged  ^gresnon  on  the  Falkland 
Islands;  but  now,  if  we  want  to  have  any 
controversy  about  those  islands,  we  must  go 
to  London.   On  the  whole,  I  say  that  it  is 
eminently  desirable  that  onr  dilBcnlties  with 
that  power  should  be  brooght  to  an  end,  as 
many  of  our  oitisans  have  languished  for 
years  for  want  of  the  existence  of  diplomatic 
relations  between  that  republic  and  oar  own. 
And  we  owe  it  to  onr  dUxena,  if  we  do  not 
to  any  coe  das^  that  those  relanons  ahonld  be 
re-eaUUished  as  soon  as  tt  oan  be  done  with 
prc^rioty.   Were  there  but  a  rfn($e  merchant 
whose  prc^rty  is  at  hasard  for  want  of  our 
being  represented  there,  we  are  bound  to 
relieve  him^  if  it  oan  be  rightihlly  done. 

Our  missions  to  two  of  tiaese  southern  Oonrts 
(BnenoB  Ayres  and  Chili)  have  been  vacated ; 
and,  in  respect  to  them,  the  inqoiry  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  entirely  pertinent. 
Although  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
appointing  power,  we  may  with  propriety 
inqoire  of  the  Exeontive,  Why  most  yon  have 
money  for  thla  misskm,  which  is  now  vaeantt 
Bat  I  TKwat  now  Hie  position  I  b^>re 
aasmoed,  that,  when  an  appointment  has  been 
conaommated,  we  ought  to  pnt  sooh  an  inquiry, 
nnless  we  have  reason  to  suppose  that  there 
has  been  some  abase.  In  that  ease,  I  freely 
Admit  that  it  belongs  to  this  body,  aa  the 
repmantatlTei  of  the  pe(^  to  diangard  the 
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etiquette  <tf  fonnsj  and  at  once  to  interpose. 
But,  where  there  is  a  vacancy,  and  the  ap- 
pointing power  has  not  ^koi,  it  is  deai^ 
competent  for  this  House  to  say,  we  do  not 
choose  to  grant  the  money. 

I  have  explained  as  to  Buenos  Ayres;  and 
now,  in  reference  to  Chili,  the  same  reason 
holds  rej^>ecting  our  important  commerc^ 
relations  witii  that  ^ower.  We  have  the 
most  growing  trade  with  the  Government  of 
Chili  that  we  now  ei^oy  with  any  foreign 
country ;  a  trade  yet  more  worthy  of  being 
cherished  than  even  that  of  Brazil,  because  it 
is  in  the  important  article  of  flour  and  bread- 
8ta£&,  the  most  valuable  article  grown  by  the 
people  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  one  of  whioh 
the  European  market  has,  in  a  great  measure^ 
been  lost 

This,  sir,  is  an  I  have  to  say  in  reply  to  the 
inquiries  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
I  have  done  it  in  a  way  which  I  will  say  ought 
to  be  satisfactory  to  that  gentleman  aud  to 
the  committee ;  for  I  wiU  not  indnlge  in  that 
mock  modesty  which  affects  to  be  oissatiaQed 
with  tmth  and  reason. 

Mr.  Polk  observed  that  all  the  missions  for 
which  these  appropriations  were  a^ed,  were 
missions  already  in  existence,  and  not  now  for 
the  first  time  inserted  in  the  biU.  They  were 
all  for  appointments  which  had  been  revised 
aud  approved  by  the  Senate.  Foil  and  satis- 
faotory  explanations  respecting  tiiem  had  been 
now  submitted  by  the  chairman  of  the  Ocon- 
Kuttee  on  Forei^  Affairs.  No  motiwi  had 
been  made  to  strike  ont  either  of  them.  And 
as  the  bill  bad  now  been  nearly  gone  through 
with,  he  hoped  &e  committee  woold,  without 
delay,  proceed  with  the  remaining  paragraphs, 
when  he  shoidd  move,  in  the  House,  tiiat  the 
bill  and  amendments  be  printed  and  laid  upon 
the  tables  of  members.  The  discussion  had 
been  a  very  proper  one,  but  he  trusted  it  was 
now  ovet^  and  that  the  bill  would  be  brooght 
into  the  House  daring  the  present  ritt^g.  He 
did  not  deny  the  rij^ht  of  the  House  to 
withhold  the  appropriation  of  salaries  for 
fortign  ministers ;  but  it  certainly  reqnired  'a 
strong  case  to  justify  such  an  interposition  of 
its  power. 

Mi.  AnAvs  said  that,  if  the  inqairy  he  had 
proposed  had  prodaoed  no  other  effect  than  to 
obtun  the  explanations  now  submitted  by  the 
honorable  chunnan  of  the  committee,  he 
should  have  felt  himself  perfectly  justified  in 
having  propounded  it.  Those  explanations, 
he  did  not  doubt,  had  been,  ia  many  respects, 
entirely  satisfactory  to  the  committee.  They 
certainly  had  been,  to  a  great  extent,  satifd'ao- 
tory  to  himselC,  His  ol>|eot  had  been  to 
obtain  them,  heeanae  they  were  explanations 
wMdi  he  oould  not  obtidn  in  any  other  way. 
I  never  intended,  s^d  Mr.  A.,  to  move  to 
strike  oat  appropriations  in  tiiose  oases  where 
the  mbsions  were  now  existing.  My  object 
was  In  respect  to  all  the  items,  save  that  for  a 
misdon  to  Boenoa  Ayrei,  to  procnre  saofa  in- 
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formatioa  as  might  justify  the  committee  in 
retaining  them.  Bat  with  respect  to  Baenos 
Ayres,  I  expressly  stated  that  I  considered  that 
as  a  special  case,  differing  essentially  from  the 
rest  And  I  must  say,  that  the  explanations 
given  by  the  honorable  chairman  on  that  snb- 
ject  have  not  been  satisfactory  to  me,  what- 
ever they  may  have  been  to  the  committee; 
and  I  uierefore  move  to  amend  the  bill  by 
Btrildng  oat  botli  outfit  and  salary  ot  a  oharg6 
d'affures  to  that  Government. 

I  stated  that  I  made  this  motion  on  particu- 
lar gronnds.  But,  before  I  advert  to  them,  I 
must  notice  one  pontion  taken  by  the  bonor- 
^le  eh^nnan  at  the  commencement  of  his 
speech,  which  was  a  confirmation  of  the 
prhiciple  previously  advanced  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr. 
Polk,)  viz. :  that  the  bnrden  of  proo^  in  ref- 
erence to  an  appropiiation  demanded  for  a 
foreign  mission,  rests  not  on  the  Executive 
who  asks  for  each  an  appropriation,  bnt  on 
any  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
who  may  be  opposed  to  granting  the  money. 
Kow,  sir,  I  protested  enmst  tbia  aammptiint 
when  it  was  first  made  by  the  chairman  ot  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  I  am  not 
satisfied  with  it  as  reaffirmed  and  now  ex- 
plained by  the  churman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Bdations.  And  I  will  say  of  that 
gentleman,  as  he  was  pleased  to  say  of  myself 
respecting  another  matter,  that  he  was  the 
very  last  gentleman  in  this  House  from  whom 
I  should  have  expected  this  avowal  of  such  an 
opinion.  Why,  sir,  what  is  it  ?  It  amounts  to 
nothing  short  of  tills — that,  if  the  head  of  a 
Departaient  shall  come  and  Bsk  this  House  for 
mon^,  the  House  is  bound,  as  of  course,  to 
give  it  to  him,  or  to  show  that  ha  does  not 
need  it.  If  that  Is  snffioient,  the  Departments 
can  get  what  money  the^  please ;  for  a  member 
in  this  House  is  seldom  m  circumstances  which 
maUe  him  to  prove  that  the  money  is  not 
required.  Kor  can  there  be  any  distinction 
between  the  Departments  in  this  reepeet  If 
one  has  it,  they  all  have.  It  is  very  true, 
that  it  is  a  part  of  the  Executive  daty,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
foreign  ministers,  and  that,  when  they  have 
been  so  appointed,  there  is  a  sort  of  obligation 
upon  this  House,  to  make  appropriations  to 
pay  them.  But,  on  that  subject  I  have  before 
me  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Be[««8entatives 
(which  I  h^  intended  to  use  for  another  pur- 
pose) the  principle  of  which  q>plies  to  this  case. 
An  application  bad  been  made  to  a  former  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  this  House,  to 
famish  ^e  docnments  relating  to  an  important 
trea^  wiUi  Great  Britain,  commonly  Known 
by  the  title  of  "Jay's  treaty."  That  treaty 
bad  been  made  in  due  form  by  the  President, 
and  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  it  contained 
a  provision  for  a  certain  disposal  of  money, 
which  called  for  the  action  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives.  Every  one  knows  tiiat  the 
treaty  was  the  su^eot  ot  more  widest  than 
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almost  any  other  measure  in  the  history  of  Hm 
Government.  A  minority  of  the  Hoou  dis^ 
proved  of  it,  and  they  called  upon  the  Pnai- 
dent  for  the  corrMpondenoe  and  othw  papers 
in  relation  to  it  President  WaGhiDgton  d«- 
clined  complying  with  that  call,  and  asugned 
for  reason  the  very  position  now  asnuDed 
by  the  honorable  chairman,  that  the  trettj 
having  been  made,  the  Honse  was  bomd  to 
t^>propriate  the  m<mey,  .or  to  show  thit  Ihi 
appr<^riation  would  be  improper. 

[Here  Mr.'  Abosobb  inter^<Med,  aad  be 
bad  advanced  no  snob  princmie.  Tlut  1h 
had  sud  was,  that  when  the  Frendei^  wifb 
the  consent  of  the  Senate^  had  ertaUiBlwd  i 
foreign  mission,  the  House,  as  a  co-ordinit« 
branch  of  the  Government,  was  bound  to 
pronounce  that  it  had  been  rightly  done,imle$9 
very  strong  reasons  existed  to  warrant  an 
opposite  conclusion,  and  was  not  twniul  to 
wait  until  the  mission  was  proved  by  tk 
Executive  to  be  a  fit  and  proper  one.] 

Exaotiy  so,  said  Mr.  Adams;  it. ocmieitotbe 
same  principle  is  the  end.  The  material  pu- 
sages  of  the  eommnnication  from  Freaiaeat 
Washington  are  in  these  words : 

"  Having  been  «  member  of  the  geneni  conm- 
tioD,  and  uiowiiig  the  principles  on  vUdi  ^  ew- 
stftatiiHi  was  finmad,  I  have  ever  entartdMd 
one  opinion  on  the  sul^ect ;  an^frran  tiM  Art  ertib- 
lishment  of  the  GoTerament  to  thia  moment, 
conduct  has  exemplified  that  otdnios,  that  d»  pown 
of  making  treaties  is  exdudvdy  vested  in  the  Fksi- 
dent,  by  and  irith  the  advioe  and  conaent  (tf  tlw  Sen- 
ate; provided  tiro-thirds  of  the  Senators  praentcoD- 
cnr;  and  that  every  treaty  so  made,  and  pmud- 
gated,  thenoeforward  became  Oe  law  (tf  the  Ina. 
It  is  thus  that  the  treaty-making  poirer  hii  been 
understood  by  foreign  nations ;  and,  in  aS  the  tm- 
ties  made  "mth  them,  we  have'  declared,  and  ^ 
have  believed,  that,  when  ratified  by  the  PresideDt, 
with  the  advice  and-  consent  of  the  Senate,  thej  be- 
came obligatory.  In  thia  oonstruction  of  dwcoeM- 
tutioD,  every  House  of  Representatives  has  heicia- 
fore  aoqniesoed;  and  until  tbe  iH«aent  time  wrt' 
doubt  or  saqrfcicn  has  aiqieared,  to  my  knowledge 
that  this  coastmction  was  not  the  true  one.  Niji 
they  have  more  than  acquiesced,  for,  till  no«,  wii'>- 
out  controverting  the  obligation  <tf  sank  tmtiOi 
tliey  have  made  ti\  tiie  reqidslte  providODS  fiveanf 
ing  them  into  effect 

"  As,  therefore,  it  Is  perfectly  elev  to  myimda- 
Btasdlog,  that  the  affient  ot  the  House  of  Bepit- 
sentatives  ia  not  Deoessaiy  to  the  validity  of  a  trett;; 
as  the  trea^  with  Great  Britain  exhiUts  hi  itaelf  ul 
tiie  objects  requiring  legislative  provision,  and  ^ 
these  the  papers  called  for  can  throw  no  light ;  un 
as  It  is  essential  to  tiie  due  administration  of  Ooven- 
meot,  that  the  boundaries  fixed  by  the  oonatHirtM" 
between  the  liferent  depeitniMita  rinold  be  V» 
served,  a  just  regard  to  the  constitution  and  to  U» 
duty  of  my  office,  under  all  the  drcomstancea  of  tha 
cose,  forbid  a  compliance  with  your  request" 

On  receiving  this  Message  from  the  Pru- 
dent, tbe  House  took  it  into  oonsideration,  sod 
came  to  the  following  res(datioos : 

1st.  JeaeefMd;  Ihat,  it  betng  dedaied  by  the 
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•eoond  section  of  the  second  utide  of  the  cmutitn- 
tint,  'that  tin  Pnrideut  Bhall  hare  powor,  mi 
irith  tile  adrice  and  oonsent  of  the  Senate,  to  make 
treaties,  prodded  two-thirds  of  the  SenatOES  present 
ooncnr,'  the  House  of  Representatives  do  not  tiaim 
tjoy  agency  in  making  treaties;  but  that  irhen  a 
traaSj  stipulates  r^ulations  on  any  of  the  suhjects 
ndmiitted  by  the  pons^bttioa  to  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, it  must  depend  fbr  its  execution,  as  to  such 
adulations,  on  a  bw  or  hva  to  be  paned  by  Con- 
gress ;  and  it  is  the  oonstitntional  rinit  and  duty  of 
the  House  of  RepreseDtatives,  in  aU  such  cases,  to 
deUberate  on  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
carrying  such  treaty  into  effect,  and  to  determine 
and  act  thereon  as,  in  their  judgment,  may  be  moet 
oonductve  to  the  pubUo  good. 

"  2d.  Ruolvtd,  That  it  b  not  neoesssry  to  the  pro- 

E'ety  of  sny  q)p1ication  from  this  House  to  the 
ecotiTe  for  infonnation  deared  by  them,  and 
wfaioh  may  relate  to  any  constitutional  functions  of 
the  House,  that  the  purposes  for  wiiicb  such  infor- 
mation may  be  wanted,  or  to  which  the  same  may  be 
applied,  Aonld  l>e  stated  in  the  apfdicatiim." 

Here,  said  Kr.  A.,  the  Honse  proceeds  to 
deliberate  on  the  expediency  of  mlfilling  this 
treaty.  But  how  could  they  have  done  bo  had 
they  been  foreclosed  by  the  act  of  the  President 
and  Senate !  or  if  the  burden  of  proof  was 
on  them,  and  not  on  the  Execntive  1  Their 
application  was  for  documents  which  were 
oonndered  as  the  evidence  of  the  propriety  of 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  The  principle 
then  asanmed  by  this  Honse  baa  remained  as 
an  aoknowledged  principle  of  its  action  ever 
since.  Even  in  respect  to  treaties,  which  are 
solemn  compacts  giving  rights  to  foreign 
powers,  the  Honse  has  always  insisted  on 
tutvlng  submitted  to  it  the  evidence  of  their 
expediency.  The  same  principle  applies  to 
appointments  —  only  witii  more  force;  for 
here  there  is  no  compact  with  a  foreign  pow- 
er, nor  any  violation  of  faith,  if  the  appoint- 
ment shall  not  be  provided  for.  The  appropri- 
ation called  fur  may  be  refosed,  and  no  in- 
jury ensue,  which  is  not  the  case  with 
treaties ;  and  therefore  this  ease  is  not  so  strong 
fts  that  I  have  mmlioned.  I  therefore  am  led  to 
hope  that  the  honorable  chairman  will  reverse 
his  <ndnion  sostalning  the  position  taken  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans,  that  the  burden  of  proof  lies  npon  a 
member  of  the  Honse  who  of^Kwes  the  grant 

any  money  called  for  by  tiie  Executive 
department.  It  is  the  more  necessary  he 
shonld  do  so,  as  he  knows  the  weight  attached 
to  his  opinion  by  this  committee.  In  my 
judgment^  no  more  dangerous  principle  can  be 
advanced,  and  none  more  threatening  to  the 
rights  of  the  people.  It  is  a  principle  I  never 
can  act  upon.  I  may  be  satisfied  by  evidence 
more  or  less  complete  or  by  my  confidence  in 
an  execntlve  officer,  bnt  I  mnst  call  for  evi- 
deitoe<tf  some  kind;  nor  oani  pennitmyself  to 
he  told  that,  if  I  object  to  a  grant  ci  money,  it  is 
my  business  to  show  that  it  is  not  needed  by 
the  GoTommentk 

With  regard  to  a  great  part  <tf  these  mis- 
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sions,  the  information  horded  by  the  honor- 
able chairman  is  entirely  satisfactory ;  partio- 
nlarly  that  in  reference  to  Belginm.  ^I^th 
regurd,  however,  to  some  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican Governments,  the  infonnation  is  not  al- 
to^tber  satisfactory.  Still,  however,  I  do  not 
thmk  it  would  be  proper  to  strike  out  any 
of  the  items  which  are  designed  for  misuons 
where  our  minister  is  now  at  his  post.  But  I 
desire  that  when  we  shall  come  here,  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  whoever 
shall,  in  bis  plaoe,  transact  business  with  the 
Execntive  department,  will  remember  this  de- 
bate ;  and  that  this  House  will  adhere  to  its  right 
to  demand  information  whenever  it  is  caUed 
upon  to  vote  money  for  the  use  of  Government. 

As  to  the  appropriation  of  $4,600  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  so  ofHen  repeated,  it  is 
less  than  the  dnst  of  the  balance  to  me  In  tiiis 
matter.  I  never  have  risen,  and  never  shall, 
in  this  House,  on  a  mere  question  of  money. 
It  is  the  principle  I  regard. 

Kor  do  I  subscribe  to  another  principle 
advanced  by  the  honorable  chairman,  and  on 
which  his  Justification  of  most  of  these  mis- 
sions mainly  rests,  viz. :  that  because  our  cit- 
izens have  commerce  with  these  Governments, 
therefore  we  are  hound  to  keep  up  diplomatic 
relations  with  them.  Have  we  no  commerci^ 
relations  with  the  island  of  Cuba!  Our  com- 
merce wift  that  sin^^e  idand  is  equal  to  what 
we  have  with  aQ  seven  of  these  South  Amer- 
ican republics. 

[Mr.  Abohzb  here  observed  that  we  had  a 
mialster  to  the  Spanish  Govonment.] 

True,  dr;  but  we  have  at  the  Havana 
nothing  more  than  a  mere  consular  agent; 
and  the  presence  of  such  an  agent  is  found  to 
be  sufficient.  He  has  no  outfit;  he  has  no 
allowance  for  goings  and  comings ;  he  does  all 
the  business,  and  is  glad  to  get  his  $2,000 ;  and 
that  is  the  sort  of  representative  we  ought  to 
have  had  with  alt  these  Governments,  save  that 
of  Mexico.  The  misnon  to  Mexico,  I  have 
already  intimated,  is,  in  my  Judgment  proper 
and  necessair,  the  information  on  that 
subject  is  to  me  entirely  satisfaotoiy.  Bnt 
when  the  honorable  gentleman  says  that, 
because  we  have  commerce  witii  a  foreign 
nation,  we  must  therefore  have  a  minister 
there  as  a  matter  of  course,  he  introduces  a 
totally  new  prindple.  We  have  always  had 
two  sets  of  relations  with  foreign  nations,  viz. : 
commercial  and  diplomatic;  and  it  never  has 
been  assumed  before,  tiiat,  because  we  have 
the  one,  we  must  therefore  have  the  other. 

The  ^nUeman's  argument  proves  too  much. 
According  to  the  principle  he  lays  down,  we 
ODght  to  have  for  this  same  r^nblio  of  Colom- 
bia three  ministers  instead  of^ one.  When  an 
appropriation  was  asked  on  a  former  occasion,  I 
remember  patting  to  the  same  honorable  gen- 
tleman, then  holding  the  same  station  which 
he  now  occupies,  where  the  republic  of  Colom- 
bia was?  ana  I  think  I  never  saw  any  person 
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in  mj  life  more  perplexed  to  answer  an 
ordinary  inqnirj.  The  genUeman  went  for 
information  to  the  Department  of  State ;  and 
they  could  give  him  no  infonnation.  All 
knew  where  it  had  been,  bat  where  it  then 
was  nobody  eonld  divine.  A  wy  intelligent 
gentleman  flnom  Looiaiaiia,  now  no  l<xiger  a 
member  of  the  House,  afterwards  eongratnlated 
my  friend  on  hia  discoTeriea  in  physical 
ffeogrflf>hy.  It  is  do  longer  a  qaea^n  now,  for 
ui«  gentleman  has  given  as  a  very  fall  state- 
ment of  its  extent  and  all  its  ports.  Bat  it  is 
not  in  this  bill.  There  is  provision  here  for 
a  minister  to  one  of  the  GoTemments  into 
which  it  has  melted.  We  have  an  item  for  a 
chargd  to  New  Grranada;  and  the  gentleman 
has  told  OS  of  two  other  GoTemments,  one  of 
Venezuela  and  the  other  of  Ecuador.  There 
was  great  ^Ifioalty,  at  t^e  time  I  referred  to, 
about  the  ports  and  harbors  in  this  rq>iiblie  of 
Ookmkhia.  I  told  the  gentleman  that  he  seoned 
to  be  like  the  king  m  Bohemia,  who  had  no 
seaports  in  his  woniiuons.  The  gentleman 
was  completely  at  a  lews :  he  told  as  that  it 
was  abeomtely  neoessary  there  should  be  an 
appropriation  for  a  minister  to  the  republic  of 
Colombia :  but  the  difficulty  was  to  say  where 
that  repnblio  was  to  be  fopnd.  For  myself  I 
did  not  pretend  to  be  prepared  to  act,  or  to 
know  any  thing  about  the  matter.  There 
happened  to  be  present,  at  the  time,  two  very 
Intelligent  French  gentlemen,  commissioned 
by  thMr  own  GtoTemment  to  travel  tlirough 
the  United  States,  and  collect  informatitm  on 
die  soljeot  (rf  our  penitentiary  disdpline.  One 
of  them  was  afterwards  In  onnpany  with  me, 
and,  rafBTTing  to  Hm  woeae,  via  he  had  never 
been  so  highly  enterttdned. 

It  amused  him  ezeeedingly  to  bear  a  member 
of  a  legislative  assembly  rise  and  ask  where 
file  repaUio  of  Ookmibia  wast  The  diffi- 
culty, however,  is  now  over.  We  do  know 
where  this  lost  repnblic  is;  or  rather,  whwe 
it  was.  Still  I  insist  that  the  principle  assumed 
by  my  Mend  proves  too  much,  and  thereby 
runs  a  great  risk  of  not  proving  enough. 
According  to  his  doctrine,  we  ought  to  have 
a  minister  in  Aostria ;  another  in  Venezuela ; 
another  in  Eouador:  nay,  nr.  I  shoold  not 
despair,  if  he  will  allow  me  the  help  of  any 
ordinary  book  of  geography,  to  ahow  nim  th»t 
we  ou^t  to  have  mc  thousand  ministers,  at 
the  very  least— a  diplomatic  body  equal  in 
number  to  our  armv.  If  we  have  not 
political  relations  with  all  these  plaoes,  we 
nave,  at  least:  commercial  interest  snfficient, 
according  to  him,  to  Justify,  at  any  rate,  the 
employment  of  charges  dea  affaires.  Among 
others  there  is  our  sister  republic  of  Hayti ; 
she  has  manifested  as  strong  desire  to  hold 
commercial  relations  with  us  as  any  tiovem- 
ment  on  earth.  Hitberto^deed,  we  have 
always  sud  "Hands  offl  We  don't  like  your 
oolar."  We  have  had  no  better  reason; 
tar  we  oertidnly  have  a  ver^  valnable  oora- 
meroe  with  Hayti ;  and  onr  oitiaena  have  had 


clfums  there.  And  further :  I  csn  teO  tbe 
gentlunu,  we  have  had  agents  thm  ts 
present  and  proeecute  tiiose  daisn^  bit 
the  answor  tliey  got  wms  Fbrit  aoknoinslgs 
our  Oovermnent,  and  then  wa  wiU  tilk  van 
you  about  claims."  But  we  have  prefemd 
sacrificing  our  dalnu  to  raowdang  tbot 
existence  as  a  aoverdgn  State.  It  is  s  pt^ 
I  have  always  i^troved ;  and  I  only  refer  to 
it  now  for  tiie  porpose  of  showing  that  onr 
having  la^o  ^ft^*"*,  and  a  valuable  cotnmeroa 
with  a  foreign  country,  forms  no  vslid  ratsw 
why  we  must  send  a  minister  there.  A  vdl- 
qnidified  commercial  agent  would  exert  moch 
more  power  in  tiie  Qovemments  to  wiiicli  he 
had  referred,  than  any  diplomatic  r^resent- 
ative  yoa  can  send,  be  his  rank  what  it  mi;. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  oa  Forags 
Affairs  thinks  the  services  of  a  diriomstia 
agwt  neoessary  to  notify,  with  doe  sclmutr, 
to  any  refraottay  for^gn  QovennBOi^  tlM 
eztetenoe  near  at  hand  of  n^otiMors  in  tha 
shape  of  men-of-war.  For  my  own  psrt,  I 
must  confess  tliat  I  retain  some  little  rmd 
for  tiie  constitution,  and  that  I  should  wwi 
resort  to  it  to  employing  the  guns  0/  a  nigtte; 
as  I  apprehend  the  latter  not  to  be  tbe  b«st  of 
all  means  to  get  the  allowance  of  priTSts 
ckims.  To  propose  suiA  a  reliance  m 
what  I  had  not  expected  from  the  houonUe 
chairman.  I  know  the  time  when  my  fri^ 
was  up  in  arms  at  the  very  idea  of  a  Preddnt 
of  the  United  States  being  at  war  with  a 
fordgn  power  witiwut  the  previons  adia  « 


■.  AaoHnhen  interpoaedto  s^tbitba 
should  be  stilL] 

I  have  no  donbt  of  it  But,  then,  vlA 
becomes  of  his  argument  ?  He  would  fasTO  a 
minister  at  these  Qovemments  to  say  "thert 
is  a  seventy-four,  a  a  thirty-dx  gun  iHgate." 
Well  sir,  what  then?  Why,  if  they  are  nrt 
terrified  by  such  an  annnndation,  he  w(sm 
batter  down  their  towns  about  their  eara 
is  that  war  ?  or  is  it  peace  !  He  is  for  going 
against  the  law  of  nations.  He  is  for  baring 
peace  or  war  according  as  the  state  of  onr 
commOToial  relations  for  the  time  being  nuji 
in  the  oimiion  oi  oar  minister,  require  I  of 
that  I  do  not  like  tUi  raidng  of  oar  creit  on 
every  question  of  o<nnm«oe  that  may  chance 
to  arise^  and  teUiog  the  GoTNnment  of  snotber 
country  th^  udess  it  is  settled  aooordingt^ 
our  view^  we  shall  batter  th<^  towns  awMt 
their  ears. 

And  DOW  I  come  to  what  was  the  {Hriocuw 
object  of  my  motion.  I  have  said  Hat  uta 
explanation  ^vea  by  the  honorable  ohainnm 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relation^  vitb 
re^Mct  to  Buenos  Ayres,  was  not  satis&ctorj 
to  my  mind.  And,  in  explanation  of  my  vie*> 
on  that  sabjeot,  I  will  ask  the  attention  d 
the  ocmimittee  to  a  few  other  &ots  in  reladoi 
to  it. 

Let  me  first  refer  them  to  the  Message  cf 
the  Fnsident  of  lau  United  Statea  to  Ooogre^ 
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on  the  6tii  ol  December,  1881,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  first  leBaUm  os  the  last  Oon- 
greB§: 

"In  the  couree  of  the  preeent  year,  one  of  onr 
Teasels  engaged  in  the  pnnuit  of  a  trade  vhich  ire 
have  aXwajB  enjoyed  irithout  molestation,  bw  been 
eug/bmA  bj  a  buid  acting,  aa  ti»y  pretend,  imder 
the  mthori^  of  the  GoTenment  of  Boenos  Ajrres. 
I  hwe  iherabre  f^nai  orders  for  the  deqwtch  ctf  an 
umed  Tcesd,  to  join  our  squadron  in  those  seas,  and 
aid  In  aSos^a^  all  lavfiil  protection  to  our  trade 
iriudi  ritall  be  necessary ;  and  shall,  vithout  delay, 
•end  a  minister  to  inqnire  into  the  nature  of  the  c!r> 
emnstancea,  and  also  of  the  claim,  if  any,  that  is  set 
ttp  by  that  GoTemment  to  tbose  idanda." 

This  expresrion,  "  I  shaU^  vithont  i«AAj, 
send  a  minister,"  puts  me  m  mind  of  what 
was  ODoe  stud  hy  toe  predecessor  of  the  pres- 
ent Premdent— that  he  should  send  a  minister 
to  a  certain  Oongrees.  When  sach  language 
ma  naed  hy  thai  individnaL  it  took  hmh 
Honaea  of  OcHwreaa  months  to  dedde  whether 
hebadTicAatedtbeoaoutatiitionornot.  Bat  we 
make  nothing  of  these  things  now. .  It  is  not 
within  my  recoUeotion  whether  CkHigress  gave 
the  Fresiaent  the  force  he  asked  for,  or  not. 
Then  was,  at  8n7  rate,  always  foroe  enoa|^ 
left  Soon  after,  a  ehar^^  d'affldrea  went  to 
Boenos  Ayres  to  settle  onr  differences  with 
that  Oovemm^t.  He  remuoed  abont  the 
avorage  time  of  oar  ministers  ccmtintdng 
abroad — about  six  weeks ;  and  he  thai  came  to 
what  is  conndered  a  mptnre  between  nations ; 
that  is,  he  demanded  his  paa^rta  and  came 
home.  We  had,  at  ihkt  tana,  a  oonsnl  tiiere, 
who  had  had  a  TOlDsdnons  oorreqKmdenoe  wiUi 
the  Bnenoa  Arrean  Qovemmeii,  which  was 
ocmtinned  by  Hr.  Bq^lus.  Ihat  oamapomi- 
enoe— I  have  it  here  in  the  Spanl&h  langnage 
—was  pnhlidwd  by  the  Boenos  Ayrean  Oor- 
emment  as  a  manifesto  to  the  world  agunst 
the  honor  of  the  United  States.  I  do  not 
Idame  oar  charg6  d'affaires :  I  trust  he  did  no 
more  than  what  was  called  for  to  mftfatAin  the 
honor  of  his  ooontry ;  and  that  he  had  good 
reasons  for  demanding,  aa  he  did,  his  passports 
and  leaving  that  Oonrt.  What  I  want  is  the 
oertun  knowledge  that  it  is  so.  I  want  a  com- 
munication from  the  Executive,  explaining  to  as 
how  the  matter  stands.  That  is  the  real 
groond  of  mr  motion.  I  think  that  this  infor- 
mation has  been  imivoperly  withheld ;  for  it 
ia  now  a  Tear  and  a  half  rinee  onr  ministor 
retomed.  if  the  infinmation  ia  ccorect  that 
he  was  in  personal  danger  at  that  Coort — as 
our  eonsnl  certainly  was  in  danger  of  his  life, 
both  from  popular  exaqwration  and  &om  a 
capital  offence  charged  upon  him.  as  this  pam- 
phlet shows — ^we  ought  to  know  it. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  by  this  Honse,  at  my  motion,  in 
the  following  words : 

**  Baeived,  That  the  Preddent  be  re<pested  to 
oommunicate  to  this  House,  so  far  as,  in  liis  opinion, 
may  comport  with  the  public  interest,  the  corre- 
ipondenea  between  the  OoreniBMnt  of  the  Vidted 
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States  and  tliat  of  the  republic  of  Bnenoa  Ayres, 
which  has  resulted  in  the  departure  of  the  charg^ 
d'affiUrea  of  the  United  States  from  that  republic, 
together  with  the  inttructiona  giren  to  the  said 
chugd  d'afiUrea" 

(For  at  that  time  it  was  possible  to  ^t 
throngh  this  Hoose  a  call  upon  the  Exeontive 
fbr  imormation.  It  has  been  witii  de^  regret 
I  hare  found  that  it  is  T«ry  diff^ent  now.  I 
Iiave  been  able,  daring  this  wh<de  aeerioi,  to  get 
bat  (me  bo^  resolation  throng)  And  what 
was  the  answer  (  It  was  in  these  words : 

'*Wabhikotoh,  December  28, 1883. 
"3b  the  Sbuu  of  Jt^retentatiwt  ; 

"  I  luTc  taken  into  conrideration  the  resolntioQ 
of  the  House  requesting  me  to  communicate  to  it, 
so  &r  as  in  my  (pinion  may  be  conststent  with  the 
public  interest,  *the  correqwndence  between  the  Got- 
emment  of  we  Utdted  States  and  that  o(  the  r^pul>- 
lie  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which  has  resulted  in  the  de- 
parture o(  the  chaig^  d'albires  of  the  United  States 
from  tliat  repuUic,  together  with  the  instructionB 
giren  to  the  said  dtargd  d'affiJrea ; '  and,  in  answer 
to  tiie  said  request,  state,  for  the  infonnatian  <^  the 
Hoose,  that  uthoogfa'the  ehaig6  d'afUraa  of  the 
United  Stidee  had  loniid  it  neeessaiy  to  retitm,  yet 
the  negotiadons  l>etween  the  two  countries,  for  the 
arrai^;ement  of  the  differences  between  than,  are 
not  consdered  as  broken  off,  but  are  suspended  only 
mitSL  the  arrival  of  a  nunister,  who,  it  Is  officially 
announced,  will  be  s^  to  this  country  with  powers 
to  treat  on  the  suHect 

"  The  fiu!t,  it  is  believed,  will  justify  the  opinion  Z 
Iiave  formed,  tliat  it  will  not  be  connstent  with  the 
public  intttest  to  communicate  the  correspondence 
and  instructions  requested  by  the  House,  so  long  aa 
flw  nwotfstion  shall  be  pending. 

ANDREW  JACKSON." 

It  la  now  nearly  eighteen  months  since,  and 
the  President  has  not  merely  refrained  from 
commnnicating  information  aa  to  the  state  of 
onr  a&ira  with  a  nation  with  whom  we  are 
at  the  point  <^  war,  bnt  he  has  given  ns, 
when  asked  for  it,  a  full  and  flat  refhsal. 
Wbat  has  been  the  foundation  of  such  a 
prooedvel  It  is  what  the  honorable  ch^- 
roan  has  now  told  as,  that  a  minister  was 
expected  from  that  power.  Bnt  no  minister 
has  been  sent.  The  matter  remans  to  this 
day  last  as  it  stood  tiien ;  and  now  we  are 
oatled  npon  to  malffi  m>roiaiatiott  for  the 
salary  of  a  mfadater  to  that  ywy  Ooort.  It 
-was  a  tranaaotion,  tiw  natnre  of  which  ong^t 
to  have  been  eonmonieated  to  the  Hoose  at 
that  time.  It  was  material  that  this  Honse 
should  know  that  the  nation  was  nearly  in  a 
state  of  war.  Onr  minister  had  demanded  hie 
pawq>ortB ;  they  were  granted,  he  came  home, 
and  the  whole  controversy  was  pablished  by 
that  Government  in  this  pamphlet  I  cannot 
bnt  observe  Ihat,  if  this  is  to  be  cited  as  nn 
example  of  the  manner  in  which  tlie  Executive 
treats  this  Honse,  it  will  condnce  bnt  littie  to 
the  preservation  of  harmony  and  mutual 
respect  between  co-ordinate  branches  of  the 
QoTWument. 
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I  do  aver  that  there  is,  in  this  pamphlet, 
matter  which  oaght  to  have  been  oommniu- 
cated  to  Congress.  The  honorable  chairman 
sajB  be  would  not  be  the  first  to  advance, 
after  such  a  state  of  things  had  oocnrred.  But 
what  is  the  state  of  the  case  I  A  minister  was 
expected  eighteen  months  ago,  -and  the  some 
state  of  things  continues  still.  For  what  are 
we  asked  fur  a  minister's  salary !  Is  be  to  go 
to  the  Coart  of  Uueboa  Ayres,  aad  ask  pardon 
in  onr  name  for  what  oxa  minister  has  done  f 

I  say,  agfun,  that  there  ia  high  matter  in  this 
negotiation.  There  are  prindples  here  very 
elaborBtdly  discossed,  and  an  appeal  npon  them 
is  made  to  the  whole  world.  On  what  ground 
is  it  that  we  are  asked  to  send  a  minister  to 
the  very  GoTemment  which  is  thus  accusing 
us  before  the  whole  civilized  world  I  But  it 
is  late  :  and  as  I  have  said  most  of  what  I  was 
desirous  of  saying  to  the  committee,  I  will  not 
longer  intrude  npon  their  time.  With  respect 
to  the  explanations  given  by  the  honorable 
gwtleman  in  relation  to  tiieotJier  powers,  I  am 
satisfied ;  but  in  relaticm  to  Bnenoa  Ayrea,  I 
am  not. 

Kr.  Watvi  said  that  the  impatiettoe  of  the 
committee,  at  bearing  a  roeeob  at  so  late  a 
period  of  the  day,  admonuhed  him  of  the 
propriety  of  permitting  the  question  to  be 
taken.  But  the  earnest  manner  in  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
Sad  urged  his  objections,  induced  him  to  sub- 
mit one  or  two  observations  in  reply  to  bis 
views  upon  the  power  of  the  House  to  examine 
bito  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  foreign 
missions  which  had  been  established  in  l£e 
uaual  form.  In  the  oases  put  by  the  gentle- 
man, be  believed  that  there  was  no  member  of 
^e  Hoose  who  doubted  the  right  of  the  House 
to  inteipose  their  opinions.  Bat  a  broad 
distinction  existed  between  (hose  cases  and 
tibe  present:  here  wasa  mission  established  and 
reo(%nized  year  after  year  by  the  House.  In 
these  oasea^  nothing  of  the  kind  existed.  The 
principle  of  the  resolution  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Pole)  upon 
the  first  of  April,  1826,  relative  to  the  Panama 
misnon,  which  have  been  alluded  to,  could 
not  be  extended  to  the  present  case.  The 
object  of  that  mission  was  not  the  usual  diplo- 
matic intercourse  recognized  by  the  laws  of 
nations.  It  was  there  proposed  to  send  minis- 
ters to  a  congress  of  nations ;  here  it  is  merely 
proposed  to  oontinae  a  nuamon  long  since 
established. 

JSx.  W.  replied  to  the  other  posltionB  taken 
by  Hr.  Adams,  with  much  force.  The  question 
was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  strike  out  nega- 
tived—ayes 19,  noes  103. 

The  item  providing  outfits  tar  a  miiUster  to 
Bnsdai  and  a  eharg6  to  Boenoi  Ayres,  having 
been  read- 
Mr.  Abchkr  moved  to  amend  the  clause  by 
inserting  outfits  for  ofaai^  des  a&ires  to  Ofaili 
aodBruU;  wfaidt  was  agreed  to. 


[)Ut,18U. 

'Wbditudat,  May  T. 
GlaitM  on  Frmo», 
The  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  to 
carry  into  effect  the  convention  with  Tniua^ 
being  on  its  final  passage, 
.  Mr.  WiLLLUis  said  be  had  no  doubt  bat  tin 
commissioners  bad  futb  fully  dischai^  their 
duty,  so  far  as  lay  in  tbe&  power.  Bat  it 
seemed  there  was  a  difficulty  for  want  <rf  en- 
denoe,  which  the  EVendi  Govemmoit  had  »• 
fused  to  ftimish.  The  gentleman  from  Virfinii 
Q£r.  Abohkr)  intimates  that  it  was  no  part  (tf 
the  dnty^  <tf  the  Ohamber  of  Deputies  to  fnmidi 
this  evidence.  This  was  tme;  but  howim 
the  obligation  on  the  part  <tf  the  ExeestiTi 
Government  of  France  t 

Mr.  Aboubb  said  be  was  not  aware  Uut 
any  obstacle  had  been  interposed  b;  tlie  Gov- 
ernment of  France  to  the  procuring  of  evi- 
dence. A  question  bad  been  raised  vliether 
the  fVenoh  Government,  or  our  own,  should 
bear  the  expense  of  transcribing  the  arcbiTa 
necessary,  but  nothing  prevented  indiriduli 
from  obtaining  evidence  but  the  eipewe. 

Hr.  WiLUAUs :  If  the  Qovcmmeat  of  Ihim 
was  not  to  blame,  the  individual  olafaninti 
were,  for  the  delay  in  not  funushing  evidence. 
Hie  question  befbre  the  House  was,  whether 
the  time  should  be  prolonged  by  the  bill  bix 
months  or  twelve  months.  .  His  object  tu 
not  to  interpose  any  delay,  but  to  cairy  the 
whole  subject  forwivd  to  the  next  session  fi 
Congress,  when  the  facts  will  have  bem  faUj 
ascertained.  T^here  the  blame  for  delaj  ba- 
longs,  can  then  be  known. 

Mr.  Beed  sfdd  that,  in  the  law  und«  whia 
these  commissioners  were  appointed  ss  itiw 
originally  reported,  the  time  was  fixed  at  three 
years.  At  tne  solicitation  of  the  claimanta,  it 
waa  reduced  to  two  Teara,  Thcv  had  alv*}< 
been  anziona  to  avoid  delay,  llie  tradt  vi^ 
there  was  no  blame  anywhere.  &wasi^(»- 
dble  to  tell  until  the  cases  were  stated  togemei^ 
what  evidence  would  be  necessary.  Sometimei 
there  were  a  dozen  or  twenty  separate  clainH 
arising  out  of  different  shipments  by  the  no* 
vessel.  Each  of  these  diumants  oould  not  as- 
certain  beforehand  whether  the  proof  of  «»■ 
demnation  was  sufficient. 

The  question,  on  the  motion  (rf  Mr.  WniiiW 
to  recommit  the  bill,  was  n^pttived. 
The  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Seaate. 


Fbidat,  May  Sa 

Betignation  of  ihe  Bptaher. 

Aftar  the  reading  of  the  Journal — 
Mr.  Speaker  Stbvsnboh  rose  and  infonned 
the  House  that  he  had  taken  the  chair  thu 
morning,  though  still  laboring  under  seveieaM 
continued  indisposition,  for  the  purpoae  « 
opening  the  House,  and  preventing  any  delij 
in  its  business ;  and  likewise  for  the  puipoM  (n 
aonooncing  his  deternunation  of  resigning  v» 
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Speder's  Chair  and  faia  seat  ia  Congress.  This 
he  proposed  doing  on  Monday  next  at  11 
o'clock.  He  had  formed  this  resoktion  under 
a  deep  sense  of  duty,  and  becanse  his  state  of 
health  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  (as  mnst 
be  apparent  to  the  Honse)  to  discharge  in  person 
the  l^rions  dnties  of  the  Chair ;  and  he  had 
therefore  deemed  it  respectful  and  proper  to 
^re  thb  early  notice  of  his  intention  to  xetare. 


IfoHDAT,  Jane  8. 

As  soon  as  the  Jonraal  vss  read— 
The  Spbakkb  rose  and  addreswd  the  House 
as  follows : 

Oentletnen :  I  have  attended  hi  penoa  to-dajr  for 
-the  pnrpose  of  rerignfaig,  as  I  now  do,  the  offloa  of 
^>ea]ter  of  tUa  House,  irith  wUdi  I  men  been  h<Hi- 
ored  for  the  last  Beven  years,  and  of  anooiindng  to 
you  the  fact,  that  I  have  this  day  commimicatea  to 
the  Executive  of  Virgiiiia  my  re^gtwdon  as  one  of 
the  representadTea  from  that  State  in  the  present 
Oongress.  The  dissolution,  peihaps  forever,  of  the 
intimate  assodaUons  that  hare  existed  so  long  be- 
tween us,  is  calculated  to  extate  eentimenta  of  a 
p^nfiil  <^ataeter.  I  feel  it  myself  denily  and  onaf- 
fectedly.;  and,  in  qnitUng  a  st^on  in  itself  so  hon- 
orable, one  so  repratedly  conferred,  and  in  a  manner 
BO  flattering ;  a  station  endeared  to  me  by  so  many 
considerations  of  a  private  and  a  public  nature,  I 
hope  I  may  be  pardoned  ia  avuliug  myself  of  this 
fit  occauon  of  taking  my  leave  of  it  and  of  you  in 
'  person ;  of  (rffbrinc  you  my  cordial  and  best  wishes 
iac  yonr  faldMdnu  proep^ty  and  tiapinness,  and 
ezpies^g  pnl^dy,  tjid  for  the  last  time,  my  grate- 
fm  acknowledgments  for  the  kindness  and  confiaenoe 
by  which  I  have  been  so  long  distinguished  and  hon- 
ored.  Few,  probaMy,  that  have  ever  filled  this  diair, 
have  eiyoyed  more  of  this  kindness  and  favor  than 
myself;  none  have  reosived,  or  frill  dieridi  it  with 
fedingsof  warmer  and  more  devoted  graUtude.  My 
oblig&ona,  gentlemen,  are,  indeed,  deep  to  this 
House,  and  go  where  I  may,  or  in  whatever  stuation 
I  may  be  placed,  I  shall  continue,  to  the  last  hour 
of  my  life,  to  preserve  and  dierish  those  sentiments 
of  profound  respect  and  affectionate  gratitude  whidi 
your  long-continued  and  unchanging  klndnem  bave 
BO  deeply  Impressed  upon  my  hewt,  and  which  neva 
oan  be  impdred. 

The  duty  of  preaidii^  over  a  great  deUberative 
■asembly  like  this  is  no  eaay  task.  The  bifj^  and 
distinguished  character  of  such  a  trust,  and  its  ardo- 
oas  and  impwtant  functions,  cannot  fail  to  Inspire 
any  Incumbent  with  a  just  distrust  of  his  own  ai>ili< 
ties  and  qualifications,  whatever  they  may  be.  My 
administrttdon  its  duties  for  seven  years,  baa  not 
only  taught  me  to  know  and  feel  this,  but  likewise  to 
kmow  bow  difficult,  nay,  impoe^ble,  It  is  for  any  man 
to  free  himself  from  error  or  censure  in  this  chur, 
or  give  unqualified  satis&ction.  In  times  of  pro- 
found tranquillity  and  repose,  with  united  and  har- 
monious councils,  this  has  larely,  if  ever,  been  done ; 
andd  the  itrifii  and  stonoa  of  political  and  party  eX' 
dtonenta,  it  wooH  be  vain  and  hopdeas  to  expect 
it.  My  period  of  service  has,  moreover,  gentiemen, 
as  many  of  you  know,  been  distinguished  by  events 
eq>ecially  calculated  to  render  this  station  one  of 
more  than  ordinary  delicacy  and  embarrassment,  as 
wdl  as  ^  increased  n^tnidbility  and  lalwr.  How 
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assiduously  I  have  struggled  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  this  chair,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  it,  and  of  my- 
self; with  what  uncere  zeal  I  have  devoted  my  time 
and  my  talents,  and  even  my  health,  to  your  eerrice, 
I  leave  for  others  to  decide ;  but  tUs  I  hope  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  saying,  in  justice  and  fidmess  to 
myself,  and  under  a  deep  conviction  of  its  truth, 
that  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  my  duty,  not 
only  with  temper,  justice,  and  moderation,  but  with  a 
just  r^ard  for  your  individual  rights  and  feelings, 
the  character  and  d^^ty  of  this  House,  and  my  own 
honor.  TliiB  waa  all  that  I  prondsed  when  I  came  to 
tUs  diair,  and  this  I  have  endeavored  to  do;  with 
what  success  I  leave  to  yon  and  to  my  country  to 
dtfermine. 

I  am  very  sensible,  gentiemen,  that,  in  such  a  long 
course  of  public  service,  and  in  an  independent  dis- 
diarge  of  the  arduous  and  multifarious  duties  <^ 
this  dialr,  regardless  of  whom  it  might  please  or 
displease,  my  conduct  may  sometimes  have  been 
tiiongfat  too  harsh  and  rigorous ;  aod  I  may  often, 
unintentionally,  have  wounded  the  feeling  of  indi- 
vidual members  upon  this  fioor,  and  incurred  their 
censure  and  difipleasure.  TTnder  such  circumstances, 
and  while  man  continues  what  he  is,  we  know  that 
personal  resentments  are  too  apt  to  he  indulged  and 
to  remain,  and  often  peihqta  ^fflcult  to  be  extin- 
gniAed,  even  in  the  noblest  minds;  Irat  revenge 
will  not  barber  there — hiriier  principles  then  resent- 
ment, and  better  principles  than  revenge,  will  ani- 
mate men  whose  thoughts  and  hearts  are  liberal  and 
enlarged,  especially  where  there  is  high  intellectual 
abili^  and  moral  int^rity.  If,  then,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  momentary  ext^tement  and  pasuon,  if  in 
the  eagerness  of  controversy  or  the  commotion  of 
debate,  any  thiiu;  unkind  or  harsh  should  have  t>een 
s^d  or  done,  eimer  on  my  part  or  on  yours,  let  us,  I 
pray  yen,  forgive  and  forget  it,  and  let  us  separate  in 
the  spirit  of  peace  and  good  will.  Let  not  Uiis  mo- 
ment of  our  final  separation  be  poisoned  or  emlait- 
tered  by  feelings  of  personal  resentment  or  political 
hostility.  Let  the  spirit  of  peace  and  charity  shed 
its  holy  calm  around  us,  rcfr^hlng  alike  to  the  affec- 
tions and  the  intellect,  and  let  us  blot  from  oar 
minds  and  hearts  every  feeUng  of  personal  or  party 
resentment,  and  separate  like  brethren  of  one  house- 
hold, and  as  the  representatives  of  a  free  and  virtu- 
ous people.  I  have  myself  no  injuries  to  complcun 
o^  kdA  no  memory  for  them  if  I  had ;  I  came  here 
to  gratify  no  private  friendshms,  to  indulge  in  no 
personal  hostility;  and  all  that  I  have  now  to  ask  <tf 
you  is  to  do  justice  to  the  motives  wfaidi  have  gov- 
erned me,  and,  when  X  am  gone,  to  protect  my  Suof- 
acter  as  the  presidbig  officer  of  this  House,  which 
may  now  be  regarded,  in  some  measure,  as  the  prop- 
erty of  my  country,  from  all  utgust  and  unwortiiy 
imputations.  To  Uiose  who  have  known  me  longest 
and  l>ave  known  me  best,  to  the  Uboal  and  just  <^ 
all  parties,  and  on  aU  ddea  of  this  House,  this  up- 
peal,  I  flatter  mysdf,  will  not  be  made  in  vidn. 

One  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  AlUron^  1 
am  about  to  leave  you,  gentiemen,  I  shall  never 
cease  to  regard  this  House,  and  every  thing  con- 
nected with  it,  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  striid- 
tnde  and  aSbction.  Z  need  not  remind  you  of  the 
diaracter  and  station  which  this  Bouse  holds  In  the 
eyes  of  the  American  people.  They  juatiy  regard  ft 
as  the  sanctuary  of  liberty,  and  law,  and  order ;  and 
justiy  wpoeo  on  ft  with  unlimited  confidence  and 
ofiection.  In  its  deliberations  and  proceedings  it 
eaentiyiy  involved  the  security  of  our  firee  instito- 
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tiona.  How  moch,  gentlemen,  will  depend  npoo  the 
tBinser  in  wfaiofa  its  high  duties  slutli  be  performed. 
Kor  is  it  needful,  I  am  sure,  that  I  should  idmoniali 
yon  that  yon  are  the  reprewntatlTcs  of  our  whole 
oonntry,  and  not  of  a  part ;  iSiM  oar  eonfiadentloii 
flan  onlj  exist  and  proq>er  under  the  Infloenoe  tii  a 
wise,  eQusl)  and  just  system  of  lef^sladon ;  by  the 
Uta  of  common  interest  and  brotheriy  affection ;  by 
■  Binrit  of  mutual  forbearance  and  moderation ;  and 
by  cherishing  a  hallowed  derotion  to  Hut  liberty  and 
onion  aeoured  to  w  by  the  blood  of  our  common 
fathers.  Tbeee  are  the  IbuidatlonB  upon  which  akme 
our  safety  and  security  can  rest. 

Althoi^  our  country  of  late,  gentlemen,  has  been 
deeply  and  punfuUy  excited,  and  our  coundls  too 
gieatly  dirided,  may  we  not  liope  that  tiie  causes  of 
«xdt«n«nt  are  daily  pasting  <rff  and  subsiding,  and 
that  peace  and  tranquillity  will  again  be  restored  to 
US  T  At  such  a  time,  and  under  such  drenmstanees, 
Is  it  not  the  duty  of  every  wise,  and  liberal,  and 
good  man,  in  pubtio  or  jvinte  Un,  without  distino- 
tioB  at  party,  to  mhe  for  the  purpose  of  heaBng 
tiuae  dinsions,  and  ^viag  peaee  and  repose  to  the 
public  mind  f  And  would  not  those,  especially,  irtio 
wield  the  public  oonndls,  poor  oil  upon  tUs  stormy 
sea,  and  still  its  troubled  waters?  I  inroke  yon, 
gentlemen,  to  peaee  and  harmony :  to  union  and  ac- 
tion for  the  common  good.  The  people  expect  ft; 
the  prosperity  and  happineas  of  your  country  demand 
It  God  gruit  that  yon  may  pnvo  yonnelTes  wor- 
thy ot  the  lii^  trot,  and  equal  to  the  eri^ ;  and 
mt  your  labors  may  ultimately  prove  sncoeanul  in 
giTin^  peaee  and  repose  to  our  beloved  oountry. 

This  is  the  last  tiiae  that  I  shall  erer  address  you 
from  this  ohdr;  wa  iepanta  this  day,  many,  very 
many,  of  us,  to  meet  no  BUre.  I  pray  to  God  to 
protect  and  uessjoo  and  onroonntiT;  andlteDder 
to  you  this  my  last  and  affisetloaate  &iwwelL 

After  lb-.  Snrxaaoir  had  ooioliided,  and 
retired  from  the  chair — 

Kr.  MEBoon  moved  &it  tlw  Hooae  do  now 
proceed  to 

The  Election  <^  a  Speaker. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Kr.  Wiuiua, 
and  the  question  being  put  by  the  CSeA  at  ttte 
Hoose,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Thereapon,  W.  8.  FumLnr,  Olerk  of  the 
Hoose,  nominated  Hr.  HoEcrur,  Mr.  Fobestbr, 
M*.  E.  WHrrTLBBBT,  Mr.  SoHUtT,  Mr.  MniiLwr- 
BKBo,  and  yii.  Btnoh,  to  act  as  tellers. 

The  balloting  having  proceeded,  and  the  bal- 
lots having  been  oonnted,  the  resolt  of  the 
balloting  was :  Jonx  Bnx  114  votea^  110 
bds«  neoesiarj  to  a  ehmoe — 

Whereapon,  the  hon<»«ble  Johs  Bslx.,  of 
Tennessee,  having  received  tiie  votes  of  a 
majesty  of  the  Honse,  was  declared  duly 
elected  Speaker.  Messrs.  3.  Q.  Adahs  and  B. 
M.  JoHETBov  oondnoted  the  Speaker  eleet  to  tb* 
chair,  when  ha  delivered  the  fidlowlng  ad- 
dress: 

Otntlemtn  of  Ms  Bmm  of  RmntmhtXmtt 

With  the  greatest  sincerity  I  dedbre  to  you,  that 
although  I  am  duly  and  gmtefully  impressed  by  this 
marie  of  the  partiality  ana  oonfidenoe  of  the  House, 
end  by  no  means  insenuble  to  the  distinction  in- 
tended  to  be  conferred  on  me  it  Is  not  wttboot  some 


(JuBB,tSH. 

dstmst  of  the  wlsdmn  of  my  oomsa  in  aoeeptiivdai 
station,  which  your  dioice  has  asngned  m&  With- 
out the  slightest  experience  fn  ^  diur,  it  mt;  be 
jusdy  upreheoded  tiiat  yooradeetiontdTairai^ 
officer  has  been  too  much  InHneaosd  bj  penood 
UndnesB  and  frienddiip.  Andlshallbeqoheh^ 
if  the  public  interest  shall  suffer  no  detriment  tluw^ 
a  defective  administration  of  tiie  duties  of  the  dwr, 
In  ordinary  times,  and  under  ordinary  circniiutkDea, 
I  could  fl^ter  mysdf  that,  by  diluent  application,  I 
might  be  able,  in  a  sh<Hrt  time,  to  sup[dy  the  nutirf 
experience,  and  to  justUy,  in  some  d^ree,  the  coeS- 
dence  indicated  by  the  House.  Hut  mote  dm 
usual  embarrassments  most  be  eneountered  it  '6k 
'moment,  by  any  iooumbent  (tf  the  chair,  will  be  id- 
mltted  by  all.  The  impatience,  not  to  mj  inilitioD 
— the  natural  result  of  a  protracted  sesnon— tbe  a- 
dtemeut  growing  out  of  those  shaip  oonflicti  of 
opinion  upon  questions  of  pnUic  pcfi^r— eoBfidi 
exasperated  aiul  embittered  at  the  presnt  BOBMit 
ia  aa  ezlnMndlnaiy  degree  all  pnssDt  tiuaodni 
to  increase  the  difflonhies  and  call  ibrtii  the  exertkm 
of  a  new  and  unpractised  incumbent  of  the  dw. 
And  I  feel,  gentlernen,  that  whatever  exertioitt  mi; 
he  made  on  my  part  most  be  vahi,  wKhont  jonr  fo^ 
bearanoe— nay,  1^  they  must  ^  altogether,  vitb- 
out  your  ctndial  si^qMHt  ud  oo-c^ieraaca.  Vbes 
I  lefleot  how  great  era  Hob  intmats  oomeetedviA 
this  Hodse,  its  cbaiacter  and  aetioD— InterHli  Mi 
of  a  day  nor  d  a  party,  but  of  all  time,  of  poil» 
ity,  and  (rf  all  the  parties  which  are  orevervilibe 
arrayed  against  each  other — and  wheni  imtherR- 
fleet  how  mndi  the  chatmcter  and  aetkn  of  ^ 
House  depends  upon  a  akilflil,  firm,  sad  inqaitid 
administration  of  ttie  dudes  of  thftdjrir,  XtaSml 
fed  the  deepest  solicitude. 

ft  is  not  so  genraslly  understood,  I  letnt  to  be- 
Bare,  ss  it  dioald  be,  in  bow  great  a  denee  the 
messares  of  a  legialative  assembly  are  modibd  vA 
influenced  by  the  manner  of  its  deliberationR.  ^ 
win  concede  that  if  it  shall  ever  happen  dat  tiii 
body  duJl  fall  into  disrepute,  and  &il  to  csbuhb^ 
ttie  reflect  and  confldenoe  of  the  people,  ow  ^ 
tatiMiB  wiU  be  in  the  greatest  perti.  Nbt  ool;^ 
character  of  tiie  House,  the  wisdom  and  effidoxT" 
its  action,  but  the  ezhtoice  of  our  adminUe 
of  polity  its^  may  be  said  to  depend,  in  some  de- 
gree, upon  the  order  and  dignity  the  ddibentica) 
of  this  House.  WUle,  tten,  I  entreat  the  InM- 
genoe  of  tlie  "Baoan  to  my  own  defects,  I  eenealT 
UiTt^  the  sssistlBOe  of  every  member  <tf  it  ni  » 
deavDiing  to  and  preserve,  so  6r  ■■ 

pends  upon  the  [moeedings  of  this  body,  those  gmt 
and  primary  interests  <^  ccmstitational  Oovemnnit 
and  freedom.  In  snmKHt  of  irtddi,  I  am  sore,  ne^ 
ever  diffbratoe  of  ot^nion  tiiere  may  be  i^  V**^ 
of  cMstractioi,  policy,  or  sdrntnintratiwii  thoe  ii 
not  a  heart  here^  nor  an  American  heart  aar^iB^ 
that  does  not  beat  high. 

And  then  the  Knue  a^0oamed. 


WiBnaDAT,  Jime  4i 
DifiUmtttio  Corrt^pondaue  LiiUnkitUi. 

Mr.  £.  BvxBBTT,  from  the  Johit  Oomm^ 
on  the  lihraiy,  r^cnted  the  lidlowing  jw>' 
resolution: 

RtMlvtd  by  tfu  Stmatt  and  Sauu  of  Rtprtttf^- 
tita  nf  the  Um^  Statet  of  Jmeriea  «i  OnS"* 
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tutembUd,  That  the  copies  Ot  the  MleotioD  of  tbe 
DI{rioma;tic  CorreapiRideDoe  of  the  United  States  be- 
tween tbe  peeoe  of  1788  end  fbe  4th  of  Hatdi, 
1789,  pobHwed  in  Tirtue  of  an  act  of  6tfa  of  Hay, 
18S3,  in  continuation  of  the  Diplomatic  Correspond- 
ence of  the  BevolutioQ,  be  distributed  and  ^ipoeed 
of,  under  the  direction  of  the  J<^  library  Commit- 
tee, in  the  manner  foUowing,  tIz.  : 

To  each  person  who  leodVed  a  copy  of  the  INplo- 
matic  Correspondence  of  tbe  RevolnUon,  and  who 
shall  Kp^j  to  the  Qet^  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tiTee  tot  the  eootinoation  of  tbe  same,  one  copy. 

To  the  Library  of  eacb  institution  to  whidi  a  copy 
tS  the  same  wan  sent,  one  copy. 

To  Jared  Spai^  editw  of  the  Diplomatic  Corre- 
spondence of  the  Berolution,  one  ct^. 

To  Edward  LiTincrtoD,  tinder  whose  direction,  as 
SBcretaiyttf  Stata^  ue  adeotiOB  afbres^  was  mue, 
«oe  oopy. 

Sio.  %.  Be  U  fvrther  retotveS,  Tbti  twecty-fiTe 
copies  of  the  work  aforesaid,  and  of  any  work  or 
woika  printed  by  otdet  or  at  the  expense  of  tbe 
United  States,  shall  be  placed  at  the  dispositloQ  of 
tike  Joint  Ubnry  Committee,  to  be  by  than  disposed 
of  in  irtniE  for  donatioiis  to  iba  libiaij  of  Con- 
greea. 

The  resolaticm  was  read  thrice,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  engnnament  for  a  third  read- 
in?. 

If r.  HoSCat  inquired  if  t2iere  would  be  a  sufS- 
cient  nnmber  of  copies  to  give  one  to  each  per- 
eon  who  bad  received  the  Diplomatic  Oorre- 
spondenoe  published  by  Mr.  Sparks } 

Mr.  £.  Etxbbtt  replied  that  there  would  not 
onlr  be  caumgh,  bnt  ust  ibim  wonld  a  cnrplns, 
irMoh  was  to  be  deported  in  the  library  of 
Congress. 

Mx.  OLATTONremarkedtbat,  ifit  was  intended 
to  have  these  books  distributed  among  tbe 
members  of  Congress,  as  Spark's  Gorrespond- 
enoe  had  been,  be  must  oppose  the  resolntioD, 
and  call  for  tbe  jeaa  and  nays  on  the  qnestion 
of  engrossment. 

Vr,  £.  Etxbbtt  replied  that,  as  they  were  a 
continuation  of  the  Diplomatio  CoTrespondence 
pnbliBhed  by  wder  of  Congress,  they  were  to 
be  distributed  to  those  persons  to  whom  Con- 
gress had  ordmd  the  rarmer  put  of  the  work 
to  be  given. 

Mr.  Stkwabt  Inquired  if  this  work  was  not 
already  pabliehed  and  lying  at  (he  State  De- 
partment fiir  distribatim  f 

llr.  E.  Smm  renonding  in  the  affirmative, 

The  qnestiai  on  the  engrossment  was  then 
pnt,  anct  dedded  in  the  affinnative — ^yeas  110, 


ICoHDXT,  Jnne  9. 

The  Honseprooeeded  to  tbe  oaulderatton  of 
the  memorial  from  the  inbahitanta  of  Gkn- 
oester  ooonbr,  Vir^ia,  praying  the  restora- 
tion of  the  deposits  to  the  Bank  of  Uie  United 
States.  IJp<Hi  whloh  memwial  Ifr.  Wm  hal 


[H.  or  B 

on  a  former  day,  moved  the  following  restJn 
tions : 

JttMlvtd,  That  tbe  custody  and  control  of  the 
moneys  of  tbe  United  Btrtcs,  not  qipropriated  by 
Uw,  and  not  dMHUsed  under  qtimi^atlona  by  law, 
are,  by  the  oonstitudon,  placed  under  the  order  and 
direction  (rf*  tiie  Con^^ss  of  the  United  States; 
which  order  and  direction  most  be  made  by  law,  la 
the  fwm  of  bills  or  joint  orders,  Totes  or  reeoln* 
tions,  upon  which  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States 
has  nmply  the  power  of  a  negadve,  subject  to  a  vote 
of  two4hird^f  each  House  ot  Congress. 

lUtolved,  That  no  diaDge  oC  the  Ooiistftnflaa  of 
tbe  United  States  is  necessary  to  aoOmixe  tbe  Con* 
mas  of  the  United  States  to  intnut  the  custody  of 
the  public  Dtoney,  not  appropriated  by  Uw,  and  not 
disbursed  under  ^ipropriationB  by  law,  trttenercr  or 
howsoever  obtahied,  to  other  agency  tt»n  that  of  the 
Exeoutive  department ;  and  tba  the  custody  of  tbe 
pnblio  money  most  not  be  neesssarily,  midar  tta 
oonstituUon,  intnuted  to  Ae  EzeeullTe  oepartBeBt. 

RMolmd,  That  Coogresa  can  take  out  of  tbe  bands 
of  the  Executive  department  tbe  custody  of  tbepob*' 
lie  property  or  money,  without  an  assonqition  of  Bi- 
ecutive  power,  or  a  sobvenBOn  of  tbe  fint  prioo^kg 
f£  the  constitDtim. 

And  that  said  committee  be  fhrther  instmeteA 
to  report  such  measures  as  it  may  deem  neoe^ 
saiy  and  proper  to  provide  for  tiie  future  safo* 
keeping,  control,  and  disposition  of  the  pnUio 
property  and  moneys,  and  to  assert,  maintaiUf 
and  protect  tbe  constitntion^  powers  of  Con- 
gress over  the  pnblic  property  and  pnUio  pone; 

Mr.  Wise  addressed  tbe  Hoose. 

Mr.  Speaker :  This  menu»iaL  wlieh  I  had 
the  honor  of  presenting  from  a  highly  req>eci> 
able  and  patriotic  portion  of  my  oonstitaeati^ 
calls  upon  Oongreas  to  vindicate  ito  own  etm- 
stitntional  powers,  the  supremacy  ot  the  laws, 
and  the  ri^its  of  the  people.  Snch  I  consider 
to  be,  and  sach  I  regard  as  worthy  of  beinj^  ite 
chief  olfject ;  to  attain  which  I  have  moved  its 
reference  to  a  select  oomn:dttee,  with  iastmo- 
tions  to  report  the  resolntions  vhidt  have  been 
read  to  the  House. 

Sir,  these  resolutions  affect  the  theory  of  onr 
Government,  and  that  theoiy  solves  the  g^«at 
{ffoblem  of  constitDtional  freedom  and  of  pop- 
idar  nlf-govwnmettt.  Thdr  importanoe  may 
not  be  so  Btrikjm  to  othwa,  bat  it  u  oTwwhehn* 
ing  to  me.  When  I  q)proanh  th^  cmiidem* 
tion,  I  feel,  with  unaffected  nneoity  and  hmn* 
bleneas  of  spirit,  the  vanity  of  my  nndertaking 
the  momentous  task  of  their  support,  and  can- 
not but  r^ret  that  they  are  mine,  and  not  the 
footer-child  of  some  able,  wise,  experienced, 
influential,  and  distinenished  father  of  legisla- 
tion. There  are  men  In  this  Hoose,  to  whom  I 
oonid  say  *^  To  dueef^*  and  that  which  in  my 
bands  is  weak  would  be  strong — that  whioi 
is  insignificant  would  be  big  with  importance 
— that  which  is  abstract  wonld  he  practicable 
— ^that  which  is  nugatory  and  idle,  merely  de- 
curatory  and  v^n,  wonld  be  powerful  to  make 
;  ambition  withdraw  its  pretendone  to  power,  or 
"  to  the  pnUing  down  of  strongbol^^'  if  iti 
protensionB  to  poww  are  pressed.  Iliere  are 
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□len  here,  I  saj,  who  already  occupy  an  emi- 
neacd  to  vbich  I  would  ardently  aspire — the 
high  stand  of  virtue  and  wisdom  above  selfish- 
neas  and.  ambition,  or  pride  and  patriotism 
ftboTO  partj  and  place,  of  osefuIneBs  to  the 
eaontrr  above  saMerTiencqr  to  an  adminUtra- 
tion,  we  eleTtttcd  stand  of  the  atatennan  above 
the  grovdling  level  of  the  poUUdan.  aa- 
pirationa  may  be  as  v^  as  I  know  th^  are 
an&shionable  at  this  day ;  bnt  I  hare  assamed 
the  tadc,  the  risk  of  a  Callnre ;  acd^ongh  I  be 
nnsostained,  and  not  coiuiteDancecP%Teii  in  the 
att^pL  I  will  endeavor  to  supply  in  zeal  what 
I  may  lack  in  ability,  to  defend  these  resoln- 
tions,  to  demonstrate  their  present  importance 
by  itxw  necessity  at  the  present  time,  and  to 
iUtiBtrate  thdr  truth  for  all  time  to  come. 

Am  I  to  be  told  agfdn  in  the  outset,  Hr. 
IE^>e«ker,  that  tiiese  resolntiona  have  no  legis* 
Umve  action  in  view;  that  th^  are  merely 
fydunttaj ;  and  that  the  absteact  troths  th^y 
Msait  none  wUl  deny  t  He  has  read  Enj^iah 
and  Amerioan  histwy  in  vain,  or  has  read 
neither  at  ^  who  aerionsly  raises  this  objec- 
ticut,  or  cannot  answer  it,  when  raised,  at  a 
moment*!  warning.  I  will  not  stop  here  to 
ennmerate  any  or  all  of  the  precedents,  or  the 
incalculable  effects  of  precedents,  for  the 
mere  declaration  of  powers  and  rights ;  fh>m 
Uie  "  saying  of  the  hardy  barons  of  old,  nolumiu 
Uge*  AnffluB  mvtari^"  to  Magna  Obarta :  from 
ICagna  Oharta  itself;  through  the  various  revo- 
tnttons  of  British  ministry  to  that  gloriona 
Bevolntion  which  begat  the  first  true  dedara- 
tion  of  freemen's  rights  on  this  continent:  from 
that  to  protest  from  protest,  remonstrance 
from  remonstrance,  from  deolu^tions  to  deeds 
following  durii)g  the  Kevolution :  from  inde- 
pendence to  the  oonstitntion,  and  thence  to  the 
resignation  of  power  by  the  father  of  his  coun- 
try when  be  told  ns,  m  his  farewell  address, 
"freqnently  to  recur  to  fundamental  princi- 
ples : "  thence  to  the  period  of  '98  and  '99, 
when  the  declaration  of  the  State  Legislature 
of  Vlii^ia  that  the  alien  and  sedition  laws 
were  unoonstitntional  and  void  produced  their 
repeal:  thence,  through  all  the  declaratory 
fomotlons  offered  or  adopted  In  relation  to 
fhe  povera  ol  Ooognm  np  to  this  lime^  wb«i 
tiunuands  call  wiu  an  anthoritative  voice  on 
Oongress,  to  vindicate,  maintain,  and^protect 
its  own  constitntional  powers,  with  their  liber- 
ties invf^vad,  rndely  attacked  by  flagitious 
abosea  of  power,  and  still  mwe  flagitioos  pre- 
tendons  to  power  by  tiiose  who  now  nutaw- 
foUy  hold  the-  power  to  enforce  their  claims  1 
•Sir,  it  is  enough  for  me  to  know  and  to  say 
that,  in  all  cases  where  the  people,  in  their  pri- 
mary assemblies  or  through  their  Tepresenta- 
tives,  have  seen  fit  to  make  such  declarations, 
tliey  have  been  indaced  to  do  so  either  by  open 
or  insidious,  direct  or  faidirect,  attacks  npon 
^eir  rights,  or  upon  the  form  of  government 
which  they  had  uutitnted  as  the  palladium  ctf 
their  libertiea.  They  have  alwaya  lud  oaase 
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for  such  acts,  and  their  object  has  iovariaUf 
been  a  redress  of  grievances. 

Is  there  no  reason  for  a  declaration  of  powers 
and  rights  by  the  representatives  of  the  people 
at  this  time ;  and  is  there  no  obje<^  in  vievl 
That  is  the  aaeation.  Am  I  to  be  told  thit 
"the  people"  do  not  call  for  raeh  acts  of 
Biq»erHogation  by  Oongress  t  I  will  not  stop 
here  to  inquire  who  now  are  the  peo^e-tlxM 
for  or  against  the  administration  j  W  I  viD 
answer  Uie  question  put  to  me  by  asktngaaoUier. 
If  the  people  do  not  call,  are  we  to  sit  lien 
whilst  the  Oapltol  is  in  flames,  until  the  peqile 
first  cry  "firef"  Is  oar  federal  cooaUtntico 
as  impervious  to  encroachment  andvidsti«t 
as  this  building  is  to  the  devouring  element  t 
Are  we  not  sent  here  as  vigilant  Bentioeb 
the  people,  to  see  first,  to  hear  first,  to  knov 
first,  and  then  to  warn  our  masters  that  thdr 
property,  their  political  estate,  is  in  danger  of 
destruction  t  I  repeat  the  questioi,  then,  hia 
the  time  again  oome  when  we  ou^t  "to  recor 
to  fundamental  principles!"  Isayitbas;  and 
I  am  told  to  say  so  by  my  CMutitneatt,  irhoai 
it  is  my  pride  and  pleasure  to  obey,  snd  to 
whom  I  can  pay  no  better  compliment  than  by 
saying  tiiat,  with  the  instinctive  presdenee  « 
coming  danger  to  free  institutions,  inspired  br 
the  spirit  of  liberty  in  freemen  of  ever;  lain, 
their  memorial  was  ominously  dranghtod  in 
old  Gloucester  before  the  protest  was  coneoctM 
in  the  cabinet,  and  reached  me  here  iMfon  the 
attack  of  the  Preudent  reached  tiie  Seuta 
Sir,  it  came  none  too  aotm ;  fbr,  by  the  time  « 
its  arrival,  there  waa  a  reason  ready  for  these 
resolutions  which  now  have  an  object  of  ritil 
importuice. .  As  simple,  isolated,  eMtrsot,  fua- 
damental  propositions,  all  tiuU;  can  be  said  of 
them  is,  that  they  are  true,  have  been  written, 
and  need  not,  in  ordinary  times,  be  re-writt^: 
but,  in  tiiese  times,  as  negativing  the  claims  of 
the  President's  protest  to  Executive  power^ 
all  power — more  may  be  said  of  theui.  I  ^'^ 
say  it,  though  it  is  particularly  punfnl  to  me. 

Sir,  however  anticipated  by  others,  wba 
never  had  any  confidence,  the  protest  wis 
nnexpe^ed  to  me,  and  shodting  and  aUnuif 
to  me,  who  had  not  quite  lost  all  oama 
ia  this  administration.  It  ia  an  qiped  fra>> 
the  Senate  to  the  people,  to  obtain  from  them 
a  confirmation  of  the  President's  claimi  ^ 
powers  derogatory  to  those  of  both  Booses^ 
Oongress.  Such  an  executive  document  ii  tw 
reason  or  cause  of  these  resolntiona,  and  to 
deny  and  defeat  it  is  their  object  The  reasffl 
is  more  than  sufficient ;  the  oUect,  wheflwr  it 
be  obtidned  or  not,  is  more  than  sofficinitl; 
importuit;  and  the  effect  of  these  resolntioni 
will  be,  if  no  other,  to  exclude  a  oondwu* 
which  may  be  very  serious  hereafter.  I  W 
for  denying  and  re^ung  this  daim,  leat,  in  ue 
progress  m  nsarpMtimi,  It  vomj  anfn  be  in- 
vanced,  and  then  argued  in  tta  Mwf  ^  ^ 
greas,  at  this  time,  had  aoquieaoed  in  its  vaoditj; 
I  am  for  losing  no  rights  by  ladM^  and 
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ciallj  none  as  vital,  sacred,  and  Tuialtenable, 
dther  hj  ulent  oonsent,  lapse  of  time,  or  other- 
wise, as  those  ittvc^TM  in  these  resolatioos. 
They  do  not  intend  to  meddle,  in  any  manner, 
•with  the  vaiionfl  qnttdons  in  oontroversj  be- 
tween the  Senate  and  the  President.  In  a  con- 
test between  them,  as  to  thur  ezeoative  relations, 
this  House  has  no  right  of  interpodtion ;  but  we 
are  bonod,  in  dntr  to  oorselTes,  the  conatitn- 
tion,  and  the  people,  to  protect  onr  own  pow- 
ers when  trenched  on  either  by  the  President 
or  the  Senate.  And  the  President  baring 
openly  advanced  clums  to  powers  which  belong 
01  right  to  Congress,  of  which  this  House  is 
a  constitoent  part,  and  having  appealed  to  the 
people  to  snstmn  him,  we  onght,  without  delay, 
to  defend  onr  rights,  powers  aoA  privilege&  in 
like  manner,  before  the  peo[UA ;  to  deny,  nefore 
them,  these  executive  pretendons;  and  to 
appeal  to  their  reason  and  judgment,  to  obtun 
a  oeeiston  of  the  case  in  our  favor.  I  say,  sir, 
we  onght  to  join  tssoe,  instanter,  with  the  protest, 
as  to  the  constltQti<nial  powers  of  Oongress,  but 
as  to  them  alone. 

But,  perhaps,  we  may  be  told  that,  however 
ready  we  may  be  to  join  issoe  with  the  protest, 
neither  the  President  nor  the  protest  will  join 
issue  with  these  resolutions.  We  must  flret 
apply  to  the  judges,  then,  to  compel  a  "  tun- 
ititerJ"  Does  the  protest  not  affinn,**<»f«2u2em 
wr&i^"  the  ptvpositions  whloh  these  lesolu- 
titms  negaUvel 

There  are  two  paragraphs  of  the  protest 
which,  in  themselves,  constitute  a  distinct  po- 
litical essay,  independent  of^  unconnected  with, 
and  not  explained,  restnuned,  or  qualified  by, 
the  preceding  or  subsequent  context  They 
are  m  themselves  a  whole,  and  contain  the 
most  of  the  poison  for  which  these  resolutiona 
are  intended  as  the  antidote.  I  quote,  dr,  from 
the  9th  page  in  pamphlet  form  : 

**  Hie  custody  of  tiie  pnbUe  property,  under  gadi 
regolations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  legislative  au- 
thority, has  always  been  considered  an  ^foopriate 
function  of  the  ExecutivQ  dqiattment,  in  this  and  all 
other  GoTenunenls.  Xn  accordance  with  this  princi- 
ple, eray  qwdes  of  property  belooging  to  the  United 
Btirtes,  (ezenrting  that  whidi  is  m  me  use  of  the 
several  co-cidlnate  dnMutments  of  the  QoTenunent, 
aa  means  to  aid  tfiem  ui  perfonning  their  t^propriate 
fanctiooa,)  is  in  cbatge  of  officers  appointed  by  the 
President  whether  it  be  lands,  or  buildings,  or  mer- 
chandise, or  proridons,  or  clotUng,  or  arms  and  mo- 
nitioos  of  war.  The  superintendents  and  keepers  of 
the  wbcde  an  qipointed  hy  the  Fresideat,  responsi- 
ble  to  him,  and  ranorAle  at  his  wflL 

'*  Public  money  is  but  a  aperies  of  pnblio  proper- 
ty. It  cannot  be  raised  by  taxation  or  casbNus,  nor 
brought  into  the  Treasury  in  any  other  way,  except 
by  law ;  Imt  whenever  or  howsoever  obt^ed,  its' 
custody  alwan  haa  been,  and  always  must  be,  nnleas 
the  otHistitatioit  be  diaiued,  iutniated  to  the  Sxeon- 
tivB  departnwnL  No  offleer  can  be  created  by  dm* 
grese  for  the  purpose  of  taking  cbaige  of  it,  whose 
^q»ointment  would  not,  by  the  conaUtuUon,  at  ooce 
devolve  on  the  Pnrident,  and  who  would  not  be  re- 
ipovurit^  to  Um  fbr  the  iUtbM  pMfimuoa  tt  hia 
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duties.  The  Iq^ialeliTe  power  msy  undoubtedly  bind 
him  and  the  Resident,  by  any  laws  they  may  thiak 
proper  to  enact ;  they  may  prescribe  in  what  phoa 
particular  portions  of  Ae  public  money  dull  be  npt, 
and  for  wtut  reason  it  shall  be  removed,  as  th^  may 
direct  that  supplies  for  the  army  or  navy  shall  be 
kept  in  parUcular  storea ;  and  it  will  be  the  dutgr  of 
the  Presidettt  to  see  that  the  hiw  ii  fldtUUlj  exe- 
cuted ;  yet  will  the  custody  remain  in  the  Bxeoudva 
departanent  of  the  Govemmeot,  Were  the  Congren 
to  assume,  with  or  wiUiout  a  legislative  act,  tha 
power  of  ^pointing  officers  independently  of  the 
Frerident,  to  take  the  charge  and  custody  of  the 
public  property  contained  in  the  military  and  naval 
arsenabL  magarines,  and  storefaousee,  it  fs  beliered 
that  sucn  an  act  wwdd  be  r^arded  by  all  as  a  pal- 
pable usurpation  of  the  Executive  power,  sabrenlTo 
of  the  fonn  as  well  as  the  flmdamental  prinriples  of 
our  GoTenunent  But  wtiere  is  the  (UfiSerence,  la 
prinriple,  whether  the  public  property  be  in  tlie  form 
of  arms,  or  munitions  of  war,  and  supplies,  or  in 
gold  and  rilver,  or  bank  notes  f  None  can  be  per- 
oetved,  none  is  belicTed  to  exist  Congress  cannot, 
therefiwe,  take  out  of  the  liands  of  the  Exeenttra 
department  the  custody  of  tlie  public  pmpet^  or 
money,  without  an  assumption  of  Executive  power, 
and  a  subvenlon  of  the  flnt  prindides  of  the  ooostt- 
tution." 

These  paragraphs  I  propose  critically  to  ana- 
lyze, and  patiently  to  extract  their  meaning, 
nnder  eve^  modmoatlon,  ara^ording  to  a  £ur 
and  even  ohnritahle  oonsbrnetion. 

The  first  la  confined  to  a  dmple  statement  of 
facts.  And,  sir,  that  it  "haa  alwi^a  been, 
heretofore,  considered  "  expedient  for  Gon^vas 
to  make  an  Execntive  department,  by  law,  the 
agent  for  keeping  the  public  money,  I  will  not 
deny ;  hut  how  recent  events  may  have  changed 
public  opinion  on  that  point  even,  I  will  not 
take  upon  myself  to  determine.  Again :  that 
"every  species  of  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  excepting  tliat  which  is  in  the  use 
of  the  several  co-ordinate  departments," — 
(Quere :  how  long  will  this  exception  be  al- 
lowed I) — "is  In  charge  of  offioere  ^ipointed 
by  the  Preudent,''  is  a  fitct  whidi  I  am  not 
only  obliged  to  admit,  but  have  much  reason 
to  deplore.  And  further,  that  *'  the  superin- 
tendents and  keepers  of  the  whole  are  appointed 
by  the  President,"  Ot  should  be  added,  "br 
and  with  the  adrice  and  consent  of  the  Senate," 
but  that  advice  and  consent  ha  not  yet  been 
had  and  obtained  to  the  most  .  iportant  ap- 
pointments,) "  responrible  to  him,  and  remov- 
able by  his  will,"  are  facts  and  truths  which  I 
have  admitted  nnder  the  existing  laws,  in  a 
former  debate  on  a  former  occasion.  I  then 
contended,  as  I  now  contend,  that "  the  legisla- 
tive brantm  of  the  Goveniment  as  dearly  haa 
the  power,  by  the  oonsti tution,  to  take  care  d 
the  public  moneys  of  the  ITnited  States,  as  it 
has  to  appropriate  them  by  law ;  and  uiat  it 
can  no  more  delegate  the  one  [rawer  than  the 
other.  But  Oongress  having  by  law  created 
the  head  of  an  Executive  department,  and  Ms 
snbw^nate  i^oers  the  agents  for  keepbg  the 
pnUie  moneys,  that  bead  and  the  offloers  of  his 
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department  are  reepoosible  to  the  Preadent." 
And,  Bir,  lest  I  may  not  have  been  anderstood 
then,  Z  will  here  explain  my  views  of  the  extent 
of  the  reqxMiBibility  of  the  officers  in  the  Execn- 
taTe  Departments  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  WheneTO'  the  laws  imperatively  r«- 
qoire  an  aot  to  be  or  not  to  be  dtme,  or  to  be 
oon»  in  a  paitioalar  manner,  by  these  <^e6r8, 
the  Frwdmnt,  within  the  sphere  of  the  exeon- 
tire  Invnch  of  the  Govemmenl^  bat  there  alone, 
la  oonstitationally  hoand  to  "  take  care  "  that 
inch  acta  "fiuthfhlly "  are  or  are  not  done  by 
■oeh  <^cers,  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
law.  These  officers  are  thns  far  responsible  to* 
the  President,  beoanse  he  is  responsible  for 
their  acts  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  Be  is 
"answerable  "  and  "aoconntable"  for  them  as 
they  are  to  him.  because  there  is  an  obligation 
of  dnty  imposed  npon  him,  by  the  oonstitution, 
which  he  is  o^wble  ot  disohai^g,  and  which 
If  he  doee  not  faithftilly  discharxo,  he  is  liable 
to  impeachment,  as  m^  be  iOnetrated  by  a 
Tariety  of  oaaes, 

Thns,  if  ConmsB  had  enacted  tiiat  the  pnb- 
lio  moam  shonld  be  kept  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  without  any  discretionary  power 
of  removal  whatever,  given  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
nry  had  removed  thenu  with  the  knowledge  of 
the  Prerident,  and  embezzled  Uiem,  the  Presi- 
dent would  oertunly  hove  been  impeachable 
for  permitting  a  violation  of  the  laws,  when  he 
had  the  power  of  removing  the  officer  thns 
goilty  of  a  breach  of  trust.  I  presume 
there  would  have  been  but  one  opinim,  espe- 
cially with  the  opposition,  on  thia  point  But 
where  the  laws  are  not  imperative,  merely 
permiarive,  that  an  executive  officer  may  or 
may  not  do  a  particular  act,  where  a  discretion 
fa  vested  in  nim,  the  President  has  not  the 
power  to  snbstitate  his  own  discretion  in  the 
place  of  that  desi^ated  by  law;  because  in 
this  Qovermnent  his  will  is  not  like  that  of  a 
king,  the  will  of  the  nation.  No  officer  is  the 
keeper  of  his  conscience,  and  mnoh  less  is  he 
the  keeper  of  the  consciences  of  others.  He  can 
in  no  case  be  held  responsible  for  the  exercise 
of  another's  discretion;  and  the  responsibility 
to  him  from  the  officer  ia  fonnded  on  his  re- 
qMmdUlitj-  as  deaoibed  to  Congress  for  the 
foloer,  and  not,  as  ia  contended,  on  the  power 
of  ^pi^tment.  He  appointed  many  ofBcerSu 
Jn^cial  and  ministerial  snch  as  judges  and 
marahals,  for  whose  acts  he  ia  in  no  sense  re- 
■ponstble.  In  Uiis,  then,  in  my  opinion,  con- 
Rsted  the  abuse  of  power  in  ^  removal  of  the 
deposits :  that  the  President  exercised  the  legit- 
imate power  of  removal  for  the  illef;itimate 
pnrpoee  of  virtually  substituting  his  own  dis- 
cretion  in  the  place  of  that  appointed  by  law. 

With  the  first  of  these  paragraphs  of  the  pro- 
test, then,  understood  as  I  am  wilUng  to  un- 
derstand it,  I  perfectly  agree.  It  goes  no  ikr- 
ther  Uian  to  state  the  previous  and  present  fsot, 
that  a  Department  of  the  ezeoattve  branch  of 
the  OoTcnunent  has  alw^  been,  and  is  now 
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made  by  law,  the  agent  for  keeping  the  publie 
moneys.  But  from  this  step,  as  to  what  "slwaTs 
has  been,"  and  is  now,  it  will  be  found,  in  the 
subsequent  paragraph,  that  he  advances  another 
step,  trampling  directly  upon  the  coastitotiMi, 
to  what  "alw^mnstbe"  thekeqter  of  tbt 
public  moneys. 

Sir,  the  propodt^on  is,  "that,  no  matter  bow 
or  whwl  the  public  money  is  obtained,  its  oo8> 
tody  always  has  been,  and  always  must  Iw, 
unless  the  constitnUon  be  changed,  intmsted  to 
the  Executive  department."  Now,  it  will  be 
observed,  Uiat  the  first  part  of  this  proposition 
is  but  the  mere  repetition  of  the  ioea  or  bet 
contained  in  the  paragraph  already  commmted 
on.  The  precedent  of  what "  always  has  been " 
done  is  made  the  stepping-stone  to  a  clum 
constitutional  right;  and  what  was  said  in  the 
first  paragraph  was  but  the  preparatiw  of  the 
mind  for  what  is  to  follow.  Sir,  "he  who  nai 
may  read  "  this  proporition,  to  which  we  hsTe 
seen  the  preoeding  context  directly  lesds,  and 
was  intended  to  Imd ;  and  now,  I  uk,  whether 
this  broad  claim  ot  executive  power  is  leseened, 
qualified,  or  mitigated,  in  the  least,  by  tbesnh- 
sequent  context  f 

As  the  preoeding  context  Is  the  groandworfc 
of  this  pretenuon,  so  the  snbsequent  ia  the 
superstmoture.  Be  patient,  nr,  whilst  I  search 
for  the  truth.  "What  is  the  next  sent^icel 
'*  No  officer  can  be  created,"  &c  Am  I,  b  taj 
one  who  ever  dreamt  of  logic,  to  be  told  that 
this  is  any  qualification  of  the  first  pontitm 
assumed)  Sir,  it  is  the  very  "why  and  the 
wheref<H-e"  that  the  custody  of  the  pnUtc 
money  "alwaya  must  be  intrusted  to  the  £i- 
ecutive  departinent'* 

What  nextt  "The  legislative  poww  nu^ 
nndoubtedly,"  Ac,  "they  may  prescribe  in 
what  place,"  &o.  And  is  it  here  that  tnj  qual- 
ification ia  to  be  found?  Well,  sir,  I  must  csn- 
didly  confess  that  I  would  be  thankful  to  hii 
most  gracious — no,  rfr,  no  I  not  nuuesty!— C« 
that  littie,  "  to  prescribe  the  place  and  the 
reason  for  ronoval  fr<mi  one  plaoe  to  another ! " 
Tea,  and  we  have  even  the  generous  adnusskm 
that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  I^eaident  to 
see  that  this  prescription  should  be  complied 
witJi  t  Thia  u  graeiona,  most  gradons,  ud  I 
was  about  to  take  the  little  that  was  left  me, 
and  "be  off  with  it;  but"— but  I  ay,y«i,iir, 
I  am  tantalized  by  a  dash,  and  tdd,  "yet  Till 
the  oustoc^  remain  in  the  Executive  depart- 
ment of  tlie  QoTemmentt "  It  is  evw  to,^; 
Ton  may  say  where  the  public  money  shall  be 
kept,  but  "remember I  ay,  remember,  that  1 
am  to  be  keeperl "  Is  not  such  a  qnahficatioo 
upon  qualification  as  this  enoush  to  fret  a  free- 
man t  If  this  be  qualiflcation.  It  aggravates  the 
monstrous  offence  commit^;  adds  innilt  to 
iijnry,  and  enrages  the  mind  of  him,  if  he  has 
any  mind,  to  whose  soul,  If  he  has  any  soul,  }t 
is  meant  to  be  "  a  fiattering  unction."  Sir,  it 
reminds  me  of  the  old  oommon-Iaw  notion  of 
the  relailcm  between  a  bail  and  his-prindpal. 
The  old  books  tell  ns  that  the  bail  holds  ia 
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prineipal  by  a  string,  which  he  may  poll  at  any 
time.  And,  in  the  langaage  of  my  honc^a 
preceptor  of  the  law,  let  him  wander  where  he 
may,  *'  at  each  remove  he  drags  a  lengthened 
chain."  So  with  the  ExeootiTO  and  the  Treea- 
nry:  if  the  pnblio  money  "shonld  take  Sewings 
of  the  morning,"  or  of  tiie  law,  "  and  fly  to  the 
nttermoBt  parts  of  the  earth,"  still  there  wonld 
the  sbx>ng  arm  oi  execntiTe  power  bt^  it; 
•ad  "  if  it  ahotdd  be  eait  into  the  dcptha  of  the 
aea,"  still  there  woold  !t  be  OTeraliadowed  by 
ezeonttre  guardianship,  attributed  with  nbi* 
qnity,  and  regnlated  by  no  hnr.  Sb,  it  remiikis 
me  of  an  ezpresrion  often  used  by  an  old  ao- 
qoaintanoe  of  mine,  whom  I  often  see  in  tiiis 
city,  about  his  "sweetheart"  The  Treasury 
may  be  well  called  the  "sweetheart"  of  thia 
administration — "«&«,"  treasnry,  "«j^"  Ezeo- 
ntive  department  I  Snch  is  the  mm  and  sob- 
Btance  of  this  qnalifioataon  t 

How  can  any  one  insist  opon  this  qualification, 
when  the  next  three  eenteaces  expressly  affirm 
tiiat,  were  the  Congress  to  assnme,  with  or 
withoata  legislative  act,  &e  power,"  &o.,  "anch 
an  act  would  be  ftgarded  by  all  as  a  palpable 
usurpation  of  execntire  power  "  &e.,  and  that 
there  is  no  difference,  in  principle,  qmad  hoe, 
between  the  different  Q>edes  of  properfy — 
"arms,  munitions  of  war,  and  snppliea,  or  gold 
and  sUver,  or  bank  notes  ?  "  I  am  jnntmed, 
tiien,  in  saying,  that  the  whole  context  ante- 
cedent and  consequent,  instead  of  exp^ning 
away,  Minuting  or  restraining  the  portion  that 
"  the  onstody  of  the  public  money  always  most 
be^  anlesa  the  constitation  be  changed,  intrusted 
to  the  Execntive  department,"  does,  in  truth, 
illustrate  and  enfiMwe  that  poution. 

If  the  expression  waa,  ^'unleaa  the  lav  be 
changed,"  there  would  be  aome  room  tat  oavU ; 
but  the  constitution,  "  with  ot  without  alegialft- 
tive  act,"  is  made  the  foundation  of  this  oudm, 
which  is  pursued  by  the  regular  steps  of  re^fidar 
reasoning.  Facts  are  stated ;  a  position  is  as- 
somed,  ulnstrated,  and  enforced;  and,  lastiy, 
the  problem  is  solved,  and  the  process  of  rea- 
soning is  terminated  by  the  "  ^wkI  trat  demon- 
vtrafMum  "— "  Ck>ngrees,  cannot^  therefore,  take 
out  of  the  haada  of  the  Executive  departinent 
the  custody  of  the  public  property  or  money, 
without  an  assumption  of  executive  power,  and 
a  mbverrion  of  the  first  principled  of  the  ocmsti- 
tution."  Such  k  the  {wotest  Maed,  explained 
by  itself. 

But,  sir,  we  are  ttdd  Oat  there  is  a  eodidl  to 
thia  will ;  that  there  is  a  protest  against  this 
onutmonon  of  the  protest ;  aa  "  explanatory 
mesBBM,"  which  retracts  these  doetrmes.  and 
modifiea  thia  daogerous  and  alarming  damn  to 
poww.  Quare  de  hoef  Sir,  if  this  second 
message  had  retracted  the  abominable  heresies 
of  the  protest,  and  if  I  could  be  oonvinoed  that 
the  President  had  rovised,  and  corrected,  and 
withdrawn  its  offensive  matter,  I  would  sit 
down  in  humble  rejoicing  that  "  the  man  of  my 
choice  "  had  not  intent^ully  otHumitted  this 
poliiieal  sin,  bringbg  with  it  politioal  death. 


[H.  ov  B. 

"  Nothing  is  so  painfiil  to  the  para  mind  as  to 
think  those  it  highly  esteems  nave  acted  mi- 
worthily;  or  notung  so  grateful  as  the  assure 
ance  that  they  merit  the  esteem  we  have  been 
induced  liberally  and  confidingly  to  bestow." 
And  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  QSx.  ilo- 
Senvak,)  frtmi  whom  I  was  Jnstiy  proud  to 
receive  a  omnpliment  the  other  day,  never  said 
anght  man  just  or  true  than  when  he  said  I 
was  the"rinoerafiiend"<tf  the  Freirident.  I 
say,  sir,  if  I  knew  that  flie  introduotttm  of  these 
reeohitionB  had  eauaed  hhn  to  be  omu^ous  <^ 
hmI  to  atme  for,  tUs  error,  my  labwi  of  this 
■sesdon  would  be  more  than  amply  rewarded; 
my  pride,  my  ambition,  my  heart  would  be 
mora  than  gratified.  But  when  I  look  to  thia 
explanatory  message,  and  contemplate  tiie  spirit 
which  pervades  it  all  mjaeDsea  and  all  my 
Bonl  rise  np  in  rebellion  1  The  ei^resmon  "  that 
certain  passages  confauned  in  his  message  and 
protest  may  be  misunderstood,"  is  an  insult  to 
my  understanding;  uid  when  he  says  "that 
such  a  ooustmotion  "  as  I  have  put  upon  them, 
"  is  not  warranted  by  any  thing,"  I  am  more 
than  half  oouTinoed  that  there  was  a  aettied 
and  snbtie  intentira,  on  the  part  of  his  advisers 
sad  amannend8--I  cannot  yet  believe  on  hia 
part-^  gull,  deceive,  and  enslave  the  peo|de. 
Sir,  no  one  can  misunderstand  these  "  certain 
passages "  in  the  protest,  but  those  who  ara 
determined  to  palliate,  who  are  blind  with 
devotion ;  who,  baving  eyes,  see  not,  and  ears, 
hear  not,  the  things  whioh  concern  the  salvation 
of  the  country.  The  only  effect  of  this  explan- 
atory message  has  been  to  rendw  that  which 
was  clear  as  light,  dark,  lowering,  and  porten- 
tous as  the  Uaok  and  muttering  olond  &om 
whioh  we  msy  expect  a  cmning  atcwm,  to  shake^ 
and  blast,  and 'desolate  all  around  ual  There 
is  no  mitigation,  hut  aggravation  of  the  off«UM^ 
to  my  mind,  in  the  second  message.  Indeed, 
we  are  told  by  its  friends  that  there  is  no  diffu> 
ence  between  It  and  the  first  The  first,  the 
Btubbora,  the  meaning  protest  must  stand,  tiien, 
unexplained,  unratewitod,  nnexpiated;  and  I 
will  not  agun  ask  the  o<mmion  sense  of  any 
man,  if  it  is  not  directiy  as  pointedly  at  issue 
with  these  resolutions  as  aa  affirmative  and 
negative  proposition  possibly  caa  be  with  each 
other)  But  I  shdl  proceed  to  demonstrate,  in 
my  potw  way,  the  tmth  of  these  reatdutioni^ 
wbiui  m^  be  voted  down  by  maay,.thou|^ 
admittodby  alL 

I  canaot  ctmodve,  Ur.  Speaker,  wbwe  the 
Freddeat  or  his  council  find  it  in  the  ooastitn< 
tioa  that  the  custody  of  the  public  money  most 
be  intrusted  to  the  Executive  dwartment,  unless 
they  obtain  it  by  impUcatitm  mxn  the  1st  sec- 
tion of  the  3d  article,  which  "  vests  the  execn- 
tive  power  in  a  President"  I  jvesnme  that 
this  is  the  clause  relied  upon,  from  the  exi^ea- 
sion,  "  tbe  custody  of  the  public  property  has 
^ways  been  oonddered  an  appropriate  ftmctiou 
of  the  Executive  department,  in  this  and  all 
other  Governments."  But  I  cannot  understand 
bow  the  nxerdae  ctf  powen^  b^  the  Executive 
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or  Kings  of  other  GoTemments,  can  be  prece- 
dent or  example  for  the  exercise  of  similar  or 
the  same  powers  hj  the  Execative  or  Presddent 
of  this  QoTenunonL  except  hj  one  mode  of 
ecmstmction,  whidi  u  rnhvernre  of  oar  oonsti- 
tntkm.  The  section  of  tiie  oonBtitnUw  refieiTed 
to  must  be  received  by  the  irriter  of  tiie  protest 
as  conferring  all  powers  which  are  inherently 
in  their  natun;  executivei  according  to  the 
•taodard  writers  on  the  nature  of  the  powers 
<^  GoTemment.  And,  in  order  to  obtain  for 
the  executive  branch  of  this  Government  all 
BQoh  powers,  all  that  this  school  of  oonatruction 
have  to  do  is  to  look  to  Montesqnieo,  or  some 
other  writer  on  the  powers  of  European  Gov- 
ernments, for  a  power  in  its  nature  executive ; 
or,  to  use  the  language  of  the  protest,  for  a 
power  which  "  has  always  been  considered  an 
Impropriate  fimction  of  the  Executive  depart- 
ment m  tlus  a&4  all  other  Governments  I  ^ 

Now,  rir,  I  doubt,  but  I  shall  not  stop  to  dis- 
nui,  wWher  the  power  of  "  keeping  the  pubUo 
money  "  can  be  found  in  Hmteaqnien,  (who,  I 
■m  imonned,  is  the  first  writer  that  divided  me 
powers  of  Government  into  l^^slative,  exeoa- 
tive,  uid  judicial,)  or  any  other  author,  to  be 
In  its  nature  an  executive  power.  Bat  admit 
that  it  is  BO,  and  has  always  been  so  considered 
by  all  writers,  still,  I  contend,  in  the  first  place, 
that  this  section  of  the  oonstitntion  confers  no 
power  whatever,  execatiTC  or  not;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  that  the  constitution  does  confer 
this  power  of  keeping  the  public  moneys^  no 
matter  how  it  had  been  before  conaiderM,  ex- 
pressly upon  the  Gongreas  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  three  secdona  uS  articlM  Sd,  and 
Sd,  were  intended  merely  to  divide  the  Goveni- 
ment  into  three  branches ;  to  say — 

Ist  There  ahaU  be  a  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepresentativefl. 

ad.  There  shall  be  a  Preddent  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Sd.  There  shall  be  one  Supreme  Court,  and 
such  inferior  courts  aa  the  Congress  may  from 
time  to  time  ordidn  and  establish. 

And  the  constitatioii  tiien  proceeds  to  spedfy 
Hie  powers  given  to  OongnMS,  which  are  d»- 
Bominated  "  iegialative; "  the  powers  givoi  to 
the  Freddent,  wlAfih  are  denmninated  "  execu- 
tive ; "  and  the  powers  given  to  the  courts,  which 
are  denominated  "judicial"  Zt  does  not  pre- 
tend or  attempt  to  define  what  either  legisla- 
tive, executive,  or  jndidal  powers  are,  accord- 
ing to  their  inherent  oatnre ;  bat  by  its  own 
power  of  forming  a  new  Goremment,  arbitrary 
ta  terms,  without  reference  to  what  had  been 
considered  by  writera  to  be  the  nature  of  the 
respective  powers,  it  gives  certain  powers  to 
Congress,  which  it  makes  Iwislatire ;  certain 
powers  to  the  Preddent,  whi<m  it  makes  execu- 
tive ;  and  certain  powers  to  the  courts,  which  it 
makes  jatUciaL  Our  GovMiim«it  is  entirely 
**titiffMeritf"  «id  ita  powers  must  be  defined 
by  the  oonstitntion  alom^  -vrithoat  fiwtfgn  aid  or 
iMlp.  K  the  Gonatitittign  be  so  interpreted  as 


to  give  to  Congress,  for  example,  011I7  Ukm 
powers  which  have  "  always  been  coopered  " 
legislative  in  their  natare,  it  would  take  awa;  t 
power  exwessly  granted  to  CoBgrcH-tiw 
power  of  declaring  war ;  because  it  is  in  its 
natare  an  executive  power,  and  Is  so  otaMmd 
by  all  writers  on  the  nature  ai  tiia  powm  of 
other  Govenunenta.  llie  tirath  is,  that,  upon 
examinaUon,  it  will  be  found  thm  are  smnl 
powers  always  ccoitidered  executive  in  th«r 
nature,  ^ven  by  the  oonstitntion  to  Oragreu; 
but  not  one  can  be  found  which  was  ever  ocn- 
ddered  l^ialative  in  its  nature  which  the  ecu- 
'stitution  has  given  to  the  Pretident  And  the 
reason  is,  becaose  the  chief  poiut  of  differtim 
between  tjua  Government  and  all  others  i%  ^ 
its  very  oqeot  is  to  limit,  and  checl^  ando<m- 
trol  executive  power.  But  a^a:  if  the  lit 
section  of  the  Sd  article  oonfen  any  powwit 
all,  so  does  the  iBt  sectvm  of  the  1st  arttde ;  and 
if  the  lat  section  of  the  lat  article  oonfers  ur 
power  at  all,  it  expressly  vests  "  all  I^sUt* 
power  therem  granted  in  Ckingress; "  and  it 
would  be  entirely  irreocmcdlable  with  tiro  nbse- 
quent  sections,  which  require  the  consent  of  tbe 
President  to  the  passa^  of  any  law,  joint  order, 
resolutioD,  or  vote;  it  would  go  to  strip  tlw 
Preudent  himself  of  one  of  his  moat  darting 
attributes  of  executive  power— the  power  of  tin 
veto. 

Whether  the  castody  of  the  public  monerb* 
"  an  appropriate  Amotion  of  the  Executive  ds- 
partment "  or  not,  then  the  qnestitm  is,  bv 
oonatitntion  given  that  power  to  the  Fnudentt 
And  If  it  it  not  conferred  by  the  lit  ssetioB  of 
the  Sd  article,  wUoh  confers  no  power  whit- 
ever,  by  what  other  letter  tfr  dense  of  the  om- 
stitntion,  I  ask,  is  this  power  ^ven  to  tbi 
Executive  d^MTtmeiit?  The  ^ipomting  power, 
and  none  other,  can  be  relied  on.  The  protest 
says  that  "  no  officer  can  be  created  by  Congrea, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  "  of  the  pnblH) 
money,  "  whose  i^pointment  would  not,  tin 
constitution,  at  onoe  devolve  on  the  President, 
and  who  would  not  be  r»poosible  to  him  fot 
the  ^thfhl  performance  of  his  duties."  !> 
other  words,  the  Prendenthas  not  immediate^ 
the  onitody  ol  the  pubUo  money ;  bat,  if  w 
law  ereates  an  ofBoer  to  keep  it,  the  Preaden^ 
by  the  incidental  right  of  appobttment,  bai  the 
power,  under  the  OMutitutim,  of  ke^nng  the 
offioer  who  kaqw  the  mon^l  Sndiistheidei 
of  this  powOT,  as  on  incident  to  appointment. 
But  section  Sd,  article  2d,  of  the  oonstitutioii, 
says :  "  The  President  shall  nominate,  and,  bj 
and  with  the  advioe  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint  ambassadors,  or  publio  minist^ 
and  oonsnls, Jadges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  and 
all  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  wboee 
appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  Movided 
for,  and  which  OiaH  be  established  bj  lav. 
Now,  sir,  if  this  clause  had  rested  heie  era^ 
still  many  difficult  mieftions  would  have  to  be 
aU  decided  in  Aivor  of  tiie  Fmident's  coDiitr«>- 
tioo,  before  it  conld  be  received  as  politicaUf 
orthodox:  as  that,  though  the  President  «1om 
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has  the  power  to  nominate,  jet  is  not  the 
power  to  appoint  a  joint  power  between  him 
and  the  Senate?   It  is  trae,  hj  abusing  the 

Sower  "  to  fill  np  all  Taoancies  that  may  happen 
aiing  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting 
oommissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of 
their  next  sessiMi,"  he  may  change  the  tenure 
of  all  offices,  by  annnal  appoiatments,  to  be 
held  nnder  his  wsolnte  will  uone,  from  expira- 
tion to  expiration  of  every  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate ;  and  it  is  tane  that  the  best  expounders  of 
tiie  oonstitBtioa  in  '8S  dedded  he  lias  the  power 
of  removal ;  yet,  if  the  powers  (tf  apm^tment 
and  remoTfll  are  both  emoeded  to  oeinlum 
alone,  still  another  important  qnration  arises : 
do  the  duties  of  an  office,  created  by  law,  attach 
to  the  authority  fivm  which  the  appomtment  is 
derived,  and  npon  which  the  power  of  remov^ 
depends ;  or  do  they  attach  and  belong  to  the 
office  itself,  derived  from  law  I 

I  have  already  conceded,  to  the  extent  which 
I  have  described,  tbat^  where  the  law  creates 
an  officer,  clearly  withm  the  pale  of  the  Execn- 
tive  department,  snch  as  one  of  the  heads  of 
Departments,  the  keeper  of  the  public  monOTs, 
or  to  do  and  peillmn  anydnuea  required!^ 
law^iodi  an  offloer  is  thuafiw  responnble  to 
the  Prendent^  by  virtne  of  his  offi(^  rel^ons. 
But  does  rei^onadbility,  to  any  extent,  from  an 
inferior  to  a  superior  officer,  actually  convey 
the  office  itself  and  its  duties  ?  Becaujse  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  responsible  to  the 
Prendent  for  acts  which  he  is  imperatively 
required  by  law  to  do,  or  not  to  do,  has  the 
President  Uie  right  or  the  power  to  assnme  the 
office  itself?  It  would,  indeed,  seem  so,  from 
his  doctrine  of  responsibility  of  executive 
powers,  and  from  bis  late  conduct.  He  may 
nil  to  nominate  the  Secretary  of  the  TreBsarj^ 
pennit  the  appointment  to  expire,  refuse  to 
nominate  another,  remove  the  Treasnrar,  Oomp- 
tndler,  mi  Begiiater;  or  any  or  lUl  of  tiiese 
offices  may  be  vacated  by  rerignati<m  or  death, 
as  well  as  by  removal— and  what  is  the  oonse- 

aoenee?  Why,  rir,  aooording  to  the  doctrine 
tiat  the  custody  of  the  public  money  ia^  by  the 
constitution,  "an  appropriate  function  of  the 
Executive  department,"  the  whole  keeping  of 
the  treasury  would  necessarily,  in  the  absence 
of  all  these  officers,  whom  he  may  at  will  dis- 
place and  disband,  result  to  the  President  him- 
self, in  whom  all  exeoutive  power  concentrates. 
And  the  puUio  money  having  been  removed 
from  the  Bank  (tf  the  United  States,  the  place 
where  the  law  placed  It,  and  there  being  now  no 
other  plaoe  pomted  out,  he  may  pot  it  into  his 
own  coffers,  tni  dispose  of  it,  for  aught  there 
is  to  prevent  him,  to  bis  own  use  1  In  fact,  this 
claim  of  the  custody  results  in  that  of  the  use 
of  the  pnl>lio  money.  What,  I  asl^  is  th«« 
now  to  Invent  the  IVerident  from  taking,  with- 
out appropriation  bylaw,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  instead  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  appropriated  by  law,  for  his  salary,  in  tiie 
teeth  01  the  constitution  ?  If  this  protest  be 
true,  the  chedca  and  balances  of  the  Govem- 
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ment  are  goao — ^never  exuted;  and  he  who 
does  not  dare  to  rerist  this  attack  upon  the  oon- 
stitntion  is  fit  to  be  a  dave^  and  not  wtuthy  of 
free  Government. 

It  is  clear,  then,  I  repeat,  that  if  the  consti- 
tution had  gone  thus  far,  aod  no  farther,  in  the 
dause  referred  to,  the  President's  claim  to 
power  would  still  be  inadmissible.  But,  sir,  I 
leave  all  this  debatable  ground,  and  take  a 
stand  which  cannot  be  ass^ed  by  argnmeot  or 
by  force,  unless  the  constitution  itself  be  de- 
molished, so  Uiat  not  one  stone  shall  be  left 
npon  another,  from  lt9  deep  foundation  to  thft 
>top  of  its  saperstrueture.  Happily  for  the 
country,  this  clause  farther  provides :  But  the 
Congress  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment' of 
such  inferior  officers  " — (what  inferior  officers  !) 
— "  bU  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose 
appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided 
for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law,"  be- 
sides "  ambassadors  or  other  public  ministers, 
and  consuls,  and  judges  of  the  Supreme  "Court " 
— "  as  -they  think  proper,  in  the  President 
al<H]e,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of 
Departments."  Congress  may, .  then,  to-mor- 
row, J)eo  voleiUey  by  two-tiiirda,  create  a 
Treasnrer,  or  keeper  the  puUio  money,  whose 
"^pointment  would  not  devolve  npoq  1^ 
Prudent."  A  Treasurer  being  *'  such  inferior 
officer  "  as  whose  ^>pointment  is  not  "  in  the 
constitution  otherwise  provided  for,"  .bein; 
neither  ambassador  or  other  public  minister,  pt 
consul,  or  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  being 
an  officer  "  which  shall  be  established  by  law," 
tiie  Congress  may,  by  law,  passed  by  two-^irda 
of  both  Houses,  vest  his  appointment,  as  they 
think  proper,  in  the  courts  of  law. 

And  if  the  ^pointment  of  Treasurer,  and  all 
other  treasury  officers,  ahoold  thus  become 
vested  by  law  in  courta  of  law,"  wha^ 
then,  would  1>eeorae  of  the  President's  doctrine 
of  rMponsibility  f  Woold  the  Treasnrer  stiU  be 
respousiUe  to  him  by  virtue  of  his  offioe?  o^i 
mutatit  mutondu,  would  the  custodj  of  th« 
public  money  then  be  an  appropriate  foQction 
of  the  Jadici«7 1  Would  the  power  of  keeping 
the  public  money  then  be  incidental  to  the 
power  of  appointing  the  agent  to  keep  the  public 
money?  No,  sir;  the  judges  would  appoint, 
and  become,  inttanter,  as  to  all  other  powers 
touching  the  treasury,  "/Unetvt  officio^"  pre- 
cisely as  the  power  of  electors  of  President  and 
Vice-President  die.  as  they  siwnld,  in  the  v«f]r 
discharge  Of  their  Amotions  to  qipcdnt,  to  votf 
Ibr,  or  ueot.  The  oonstitution  positively  nc^ 
tives  the  prcqpoaitiwi  of  the  protest  that  "  no 
<^oer  can  be  created  by  Oragress  for  the  ptiT' 
pose  of  taking  chai^  of  the  public  monoyi 
whose  appointment  would  not,  by  the  erautitSr 
taxoky  at  once  devolve  on  tiie  President." 

Ajid,  sir,  the  modi  of  demonstrating  that  this 
power  of  the  custody  of  the  public  money  U  not 
pven  to  the  Executive^  shows  that  it  most  be 
m  Congress.  Such  a  power  cannot  be  claimed 
for  Uie  Judiciary,  aud,  if  not  in  tiie  Executive^' 
where  ^se  can  it  be  but  in  the  Congress  ottiut 
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United  States  ?  We  have  eeea  that  CoB^reas 
mav,  bj  law,  vest  the  appointnunt  of  the  agent 
to  keep  the  public  money  in  eitiier  the  Execa- 
tive  or  the  Jadimiy ;  that  if  that  aeent  is  not 
■nxnnted  by  Uie  Frwdent,  even  the  protest 
dfwft  not  claim  the  power ;  and  whether  tbe 
judges  have  the  appomtment  vested  in  them  or 
Bc^  they  can  never  pretend  to  the  cnstody. 
But  the  eighth  section  of  tbe  first  article  settles 
all  oontroversy  on  this  point,  by  providing  that 
*'  the  Congress  shall  have  power"—. 

"To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
■nd  excuses ;  to  pay  tbe  debts,"  &o. 

**To  borrow  money  on  tbe  credit  of  Uie 
United  States." 

"  To  otAn  money,  regulate  the  value  tiierec^t 
and  d  fiiT^ga  coin." 

Thus  CkMigreas  alone  has  tbe  power  to  raise 
the  revenue,  whether  by  taxation,  loan,  or  by 
the  mint.  And  the  ninth  section  of  the  first 
article,  providing  th&t  "no  money  sbaU  be 
drawn  from  the  treasury  but  in  oonseqnenoe  of 

Spropriationa  made  by  law,"  gives  to  Congress 
e  power  of  disbursing  as  well  as  rusing  the 
]^blio  revenne.  If  tbe  cnstody  of  the  public 
BUHieyB  b  not  expressly  ^veu  in  these  cioases 
of  th»  constitolion,  it  is  nowhere  expressly 
given.  The  grants  of  tbe  powers  to  raise  and 
MtprojH'iate,  necessarily,  to  my  mind,  include 
the  power  to  keep  the  moneys  of  the  United 
Statei.  BnL  if  not  e^ready  given  to  any,  yet 
all  moat  admit  that  it  bdong^  to  eome  one 
branch  cf  the  Gorenunoit ;  that  it  neoessarily 
reeulti  from  tib«  powers  which  are  expressly 
l^ven;  and  that  it  cannot  result  from  any 
express  power  so  properly  as  from  those  of  col- 
lecting and  appropriating  tbe  public  moneys. 
To  whioh  branch  of  the  Government,  then,  does 
it  belong?  To  Congress,  which  has  all  the 
powers,  or  to  the  Executive,  which  has  none 
of  the  powers  of  collecting  and  appropriating 
the  public  revenues!  Moat  clearly,  ail  powers, 
necessarily  and  properly  resoJtiDg  from  those 
expressly  given  to  Congress,  belong  to  Congress. 
But  I  advance  a  step  surthw,  and  oontoid  tlut 
■U  residting  powm  whatevw  belong  to  the 
Legislative,  ami  the  law^riving  branch  of  our 
Government  '  Whatever  doabts  may  exist  or  be 
nuaed  in  other  Oovermnents,  whore  the  Exeou- 
tive  power  is  always  strongest,  there  ii  a  clanse 
of  our  oonstitntioQ  which  leaves  no  room  for 
doubt  on  this  point  in  this  Oovemment,  where 
tiie  Executive  is  at  best  merely  co-ordinate. 
The  otmstitQtion  provides  that  Congress  shall 
have  power  '*  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers 
vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  Government 
of  the  ui^ted  States,  or  in  any  department  or 
officer  thereot"  If  tbe  cnstody  of  the  pnblio 
moneys  he  a  resulting  power,  tben,  and  result- 
ing, too,  from  a  power  rapreealy  given  to  the 
Sxeoutive  even,  it  must,  neveruwusa^  bj  tills 
danse  of  the  oonatitntion,  hdong  to  Go^jreai. 
But  it  is  an  express  power,  and  expressly  given 
toCamrcas, 
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We  have  thns  far  beoi  owtendim  howerer, 
for  the  custody  slime  ot  tiie  pidMo  inon^L 
The  first  of  these  resotntioiB  deoiarea  th^  «e- 
trol  as  well  as  tlieir  cnstody  to  be  in  the  Con- 
gress of  tiie  United  States.  Sir,  upon  examine* 
tion  of  tbe  protest,  the  condiuiMi  is  irredil- 
ible,  that  all,  all  power  over  tbe  pnUio  porw 
is  clumed  by  the  Exeontiva.  I  make  not  this 
dectsratioD  generally,  .bnt  ia  refennos  to  par- 
ticular facts. 

All  control,  except  that  of  prescribing  the 
place,  is  clumed  over  the  mcmeys  in  the  treu- 
ury ;  but  let  it  be  remembered  that  Ih^  an 
moments  when  tiie  public  moneys,  unapwc^- 
trted,  and  not  disbuned  under  appropriaUoubr 
law,  ore  not  in  the  treosnry.  They  are  "js 
tramitu "  to  the  treasnry  unme^atd]'  after 
collection,  and  from  the  tveasnry  immedi^ 
after  i4>propHation.  This  is  true  (tf  sQ  tlw 
revenue.  WhatmattcrsitftheDiWherethebwv* 
ury  is,  when  the  President,  through  "  his  "  6«o- 
retary,  may  prevent  every  dollar  from  ever  gmn^ 
there !  It  is  known  to  ^1, 1  presume,  that  tbe 
moneys  of  the  United  States,  collected  at  the 
different  ports  of  entry,  are  brought  into  the 
treasury  by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
collectors  to  pay  the  sums  due  by  them  at  the 
places  of  deposit  to  the  credit  of  tiie  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States.  When  this  order  ii 
obeyed,  tbe  moneys  are  in  tbe  treasiuy,  and  Dot 
before.  Now,  sir,  what  is  there  to  ennpeL  tbe 
Secretary  to  order  tlie  mon^s  to  he  pad  into 
the  Treasury  t  And  if  it  be  tme  that  the  Eiec- 
utive  baa  their  custody,  what,  in  this  state 
the  public  moneys,  becomes  of  tiiat  provisonof 
the  constitution  which  says  that  "  no  moBST 
diall  t>e  drawn  from  the  ta«asury  but  in  coiib»' 
qnence  of  appropriations  made  by  law,"  ai^ 
which  is  tbe  only  check  upon  the  Preddent's 
control  of  the  pnblio  moneys}  Do  notthw 
new  protestant  doctrines,  which  come  neithtf 
from  Calvin  nor  Lutiier,  lead  directlj  to  the 
alarming  consequence  that  the  Preudent,  l>s^ 
the  cnstody  of  the  moneys,  in  or  OQt(tf  w 
treasuiy,  might  expend  the  maueyB  not  sre^tsd 
to  the  iVeasnrer,  or  use  tiie  amounts  of  eoUeet* 
ors'  bonds,  wltbont  iqtpropriatioa  by  law,  iBae| 
muoh  as  it  is  the  money  "ftom  the  trsamiy 
only  which  shall  not  be  drawn  but  in  oonse- 
(^nence  of  appropriations  made  by  law  1  A?, 
sir,  I  ask  those  who  attended  the  discnsnoD  <^ 
the  appropriation  bills,  if  moneys  coUected  bare 
not  been  expended,  before  t^ey  were  bronght 
into  the  treasnry,  without  appropriations  made 
by  law }  X  inform  the  people  that  they  bare; 
that  snits  are  multiplied  unreasonably  on  ooBect- 
ors'  bonds ;  and  that  collectors  and  district  ^ 
tomeys  of  the  United  States  pay  their  foes  and 
the  costs,  and  return  the  net  proceeds  oidr  into 
the  toeauiry.  And  if  a  part  may  be  wiubeld 
without  sanction  of  law,  why  not  the  vhwj 
And  if  a  part,  or  the  whole  may  be  withheld 
for  <HM  oliJeoC,  why  not  for  anotiMrt  Aga^ 
sir :  -there  are  tbe  immense  revenues  of  tbe 
Post  Office  Department,  whioh  are  never 
brought  into  the  treisozy,  over  whidi  tbcN 
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narer  was,  and  ia  not  now,  the  gaard  or  check 
of  Treasurer,  Comptroller,  or  RM^ster.  "What, 
I  ask,  is  there  to  prevent  the  ExecDtive  from 
pocketing  them  for  its  own  use,  or  controlling 
them  for  his  own  porposes,  if  Congress  cannot 
t^e  their  cnstodj  from  the  present  agents? 
*'  Where  are  thev  now  f "  is  a  qnestion  which 
has  been  reiterated  in  vain  this  winter,  nndl  its 
repetition  has  ceased  to  asmoy  the  few  who  only 
know,  and  has  left  the  interested  many  who 
know  not,  in  deeper  of  ever  knowing,  ontil  the 
too  far  distant  day  of  aeoonnt  shall  eomel  Iiay, 
thai,  If  t3ie  owtody  ctf  the  moneys  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  unappropriated,  and  not  disbursed, 
whether  in  or  ont  of  the  treasury,  be  not  in  Con- 
gress, their  control  mnst  be  in  tiie  President. 
Are  any  here  so  basely  servile  as  even  to  connive 
at  this  doctrine  I  None,  I  hope.  I  call  npon  all, 
then,  to  vote  for  the  first  of  these  resofotionB. 
It  says,  that  "  the  onstody  and  control  of  the 
moneys  of  the  United  States  ore  placed  nnder^ 
the  order  and  direction  of  Congress,"  to  meet 
the  cringing  argament  which  is  nsed,  that  '*  Con- 
gress has  no  hand  to  hold  the  public  parse."  It 
is  true,  air,  that  Congress,  as  a  body,  cannot  keep 
the  pnblio  moneys ;  oat  the  onstody  of  Congress 
is  l^e  enstody  of  the  law,  and  the  hand  of  the 
law  is  the  agmt  created  by  Congress. 

The  ttura  reaolDti<»i  declares  that  Congress 
can  take  ont  of  the  hands  of  the  Exeoative  de- 
partment the  custody  and  control,  not  only  of 
the  pnblio  moneys,  bat  of  the  pnblio  property 
of  the  United  States.  .  Sir,  I  sh^  not  stop  here 
to  refine  npon  the  nice  distinctions  between  the 
words  "  money  "  and  "  property ; "  and,  though 
there  is  a  material  and  important  difference 
between  "  money  in  the  treasury,"  and  lands, 
tenwneDta,  arras,  and  other  "  property  "  pur- 
chased with  money  once  apprtniriated  by  law, 
yet  I  will  admit  that,  in  a  broad  sense,  public 
immey  la* but  a  qieoies  of  public  property."  If 
ao,  my  argmnent  is  at  once  confirmed  by  the 
omutitatitm,  which  expresdy  provides  (secUon 
8d,  art.  4th)  that  "the  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  dispose  o^  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  r^nlations  req»eting  the  territory  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States; "  be- 
sides the  power  given  in  Uie  16th  clause  of  the 
8th  section  of  the  1st  article. 

I  hope,  sir,  tiiat  I  have  now  shown  what  are 
the  doctrines,  and  some  of  the  errors  of  the  pro- 
test ;  that  I  have  demonstrated  the  truths  of 
these  resolutions,  and  muntained  not  only  their 
propriety  and  conslstenoy,  but  laid  bare  their 
rim^nte  necessity  to  the  very  preaoration  of 
cor  form  of  govenuncut  I  thwefbre  call  npon 
this  House,  by  the  daiwer  of  ^Tlng  rilent  oon- 
aent  to  enormous  and  uaimlng  dauna  of  power 
by  the  Execntive,  by  the  sawed  tmsts  which 
are  reposed  in  it  by  the  pet^e,  by  its  own  dig- 
nity, self-respect,  jnat  powers,  and  independ- 
ence, and  by  the  cause  of  dvil  liberfy,  to  sostwn 
these  resolutions,  which  ooutend  for  the  laws 
and  the  constitution. 

To  those  who,  with  me,  depreotte  and  deplwe 
the  iveaent  ocmdititm  tn  the  eoimtry,  I  voold 
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say,  it  is  too  true  this  is  no  lon^r  a  qneadon  of 
restoration  or  not  of  the  deposits,  of  "buik  or 
DO  bank,"  of  dollars  and  cents,  bat  a  questicm 
of  constitotional  freedom.  How,  though,  are 
we  to  redeem  the  constitution,  vindicate  our 
own  powers,  and  restore  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, without  acts  as  well  as  declarations  <  It  is 
useless  to  deelare  the  powers  of  Congress,  with- 
out attempting  at  lea^t  to  exert  them,  liie  err 
of  "  UsnrMtion  I  Usurpation  I "  is  a  dull  sonnd, 
without  eWta  to  sectmd  its  notes.  How  cor- 
rect the  abuse  of  ranoving  the  dcponti^  but 
by  restoring  them  f  How  restore  a  sound,  uni- 
form, and  MB  currency,  bnt  by  adopting  some 
permanent  plan  of  relief?  How  rebue  the 
abuses  and  usurpations  <^  power,  bnt  by  coun- 
teracting both?  Sir,  I  hope  gentlemen  in  oppo- 
sition  are  in  earnest,  and  are  actuated  by  patri- 
otism more  than  by  party  spirit ;  that  they  do 
not  mean  only  to  cast  odinm  on  the  acts  of  the 
administration,  without  intending  to  ap^y  a 
remedy  themselves.  I  hope  they  do  not  desire 
the  suffering  of  their  countrymen  to  continue, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  more  than  imbittered 
agi^ut  those  in  power;  that  the  cry  they  have 
nused  is  not  so  mudi  to  destroy  the  popularity 
of  "the  powers  that  be,"  bnt  that  it  has  a 
meaning  in  it  worthy  of  the  patriot^s  warning, 
aaA  that  they  will  continue  at  their  posts  un^l 
this  policy  of  doing  nothing,  of  leaving  all 
power  where  it  now  is,  is  defeated  and  over- 
thrown. 

Sir,  I  respectftiUy  aak  gentlemen.who  support 
the  Administration  in  all  these  measures,  if  it 
can  possibly  be  their  deliberate  policy  to  ad- 
journ without  doing  something  for  relief — not 
pecuniary  relief^  that  is  now  bnt  as  the  dust  in 
the  balance — I  mean  relief  of  the  laws  and 
constitution?  I  respectfully  inquire  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  W^a 
and  Means,  if  any  other  can  be  his  deidgn,  or 
the  deugn  of  the  party  with  whom  he  adts,  by 
the  proj^tioa  of  the  measnre  he  has  repwted  t 
Can  he  or  any  man  expect  us  to  adopt  that 
measure,  when  it  would  bnt  confirm  the  present 
state  of  things;  but  employ  the  worst  of  meana 
to  effect  the  very  evils  complained  of ;  but  add 
the  sanction  of  law  to  the  very  riolations  of 
law ;  and  servilely  grant,  yield,  and  consent  to 
the  usurpations  of  power  which  we  are  so 
loudly  called  on  sternly  to  deny,  refuse,  resist^ 
and  denounce  f  Does  he  not,  did  he  not  fore- 
know that  Congress  will  r^eet  tins  proporiticm 
to  strip  it  of  all  its  powers,  and  traaner  them  to 
the  Executive  ?  And  if  OtfflgreBS  does  ngectit, 
as  it  is  bound  1^  law  and  du^to  do,  do  gentle- 
men flatter  tiiemsdves  that  uiey  can  return  to 
their  constituents  with  the  tnsnltlng  excuse,  thiA 
the  Admioistration  has  done  its  part  for  the 
people  ?  I  imploringly  ask  gentlemen,  if  ia 
to  be  their  ultimatum  f  "  If  so,  I  venture  to 
predict  that  it  will  be  the  "  ultimatum  "  of  their 
ute^  Sir,  this  may  be  the  croaking  of  proph- 
ecy, and  they  may  feel  secure  as  a  tower  of 
atraigth  in  their  present  poeses^n  of  power. 
But  u  they  continue  to  mock  the  oomplnnti  ot 
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the  people ;  if  tbey  continue  in  that  desperate 
course  which  bliodl;  plunges  from  bad  to 
worse;  if  they  do  iiot  quickly  retrace  their 
steps  <H  fidly,  repent  of  past  errors,  ^which  they 
may  now  do  without  making  confession ;)  if  they 
ponbt  in  this  sacrilegious  policy  which  pollutes 
the  sacred  vessels  of  the  sanctu^ ;  they  will 
yet  have  to  tremble,  like  Belshazzar,  at  the 
hand-writing  on  the  wall  1 

Sir,  in  the  language  of  Fisher  Ames,  *'  if  ray 
powers  were  commensurate  with  my  zeal,  I 
would  rMse  my  voice  to  such  a  pitch  of  remon- 
strance "  against  this  cruel  iqjostice  to  a  gener- 
ous people,  this  mischievous  policy  of  those  ia 
whom  th^  people  have  confided,  this  flagrant 
outr^  upon  the  laws  and  constitution,  *'  that 
it  should  reach  every  log-house  beyond  the 
mountains."  I  would  say  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  land,  to  its  ntmost  borders,  rise  in  yonr 
mi^esty  and  sovereignty,  and  harl  from  his 
place  of  power  every  pablic  man  within  the 
reach  of  a  hallot-box,  who  has  sought  to  perpe- 
trate these  atrocious  evils  upon  the  body  poli- 
tio,  or  who  has  been  supine  aad  inactive  whilst 
others  have  been  guilty  of  their  perpetration  I 
Butf  sir,  as  I  cannot  be  heeded  by  the  nation 
beyond  the  district  of  my  own  constituents,  I 
would  speak  with  a  still  small  voice*'  to  those 
who  are  near  me,  'In  my  present  relation  to 
tiie  President,  I  camiot  condescend,  as  an  inde- 
pendent representative  of  a  people  yet  firee,  to 
offer  an  apology  for  the  course  I  have  been 
driven  to  pursue  by  tlw  late  measures  of  the  Et- 
eontive.  l  elaim  rather  an  atonement  from  the 
man  whom  I  supported  for  the  presidency  for 
inch  acts  of  misrule.  But  if  I  were  permitted 
to  expostulate  with  him,  as  still  a  sincere  per- 
sonal friend,  I  would  warn  him  to  "  shake  off 
the  serpent  from  his  hand,  ere  poison  wd  death 
wsue  from  tiie  bite  of  the  reptile  1" 

I  will  say  to  my  personal  friends  in  the  ad- 
ministration ranks:  "I  am  no  deserter,  and 
have  a  right  to  speak  to  a  brother  soldier,  it 
is  true  I  hiave  left  your  camp,  not  because  X  dis- 
like the  corps  to  which  I  belonged,  bat  because 
there  were  vermin  th&n ;  and  I  enlisted  under 
the  banners  of  the  '  Old  Ohief '  to  fight  for  my 
oonnti7,  and'not  ag^nst  her  moat  suved  insb- 
totions  and  dearest  rights.  I  oall  upon  yon 
Tho  are  fiuthfiil  to  tum  to  save  the  time-h<mor- 
ed  warrior  from  the  '  deep  damnation'  of  the 
bitter  curses  of  an  injured  and  insulted  people, 
groaning  under  the  pillaging  policy  of  *  orderly 
sergean^'  reckless  alike  of  tne  country's  wel- 
fare and  of  the  President's  popularity,  enriched 
with  the  '  spoils  of  victory,^  and  flushed  to 
madness  with  the  intoxication  of  repeated  tri- 
m^hsl" 

Sir,  I  will  say  to  members,  of  whatever 
party,  "  Show  to  the  world  that  if  there  are 
too  many  who  love  to  be  tempted  to  forget 
th^  trust,  by  a  well-managed  venality,  there 
are  a  fbw  who  find  a  greater  satisfaction  in 
being  tiiougbt  beyond  its  infiuence." 

I  will  say  to  the  people :  "  Ho  I  every  pa- 
triot to  the  jescoe  1"  Aim,  "  if  the  worst  comes 
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to  the  worst,"  I  would  put  up  to  the  God  itf 
nations  the  prayer  of  Warsaw's  last  champin— 

"Oh  Heaven!  my  Ueeding  coontiy  atve  1  * 

When  Hr.  Wisx  had  ocmoladed, 

Mr.  Fkttoh  replied,  and  dosed  by  eaUiag  fiir 
the  reading  of  the  amendment  he  had  popned 
to  the  resolutions  at  the  time  they  woe  ofiep 
ed. 

iSr.  UiLUBB  moved  that  the  memorial,  resolu- 
tions, and  amendment  be  hdd  upon  the  tiUe. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  woe  oil- 
ed, aad  stood— yeas  lOS,  nays  97. 


Thubsd^t,  Jane  13. 
Kentwtp  ConUtUd  Election— LelAor  ssi 

The  gpuKKB  annouBoed  to  the  Hoose  thtt, 
on  the  preivions  evening,  be  had  some  dealits 
whether  the  election  ease,  having  been  vivt- 
red  to  the  Committee  of  Ute  Whole,  was  again 
the  order  of  the  day.  However,  on  referenia 
to  the  90th  rule,  he  was  now  of  opiuioD  that 
it  was  no  longer  the  special  order,  but  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  House,  he  said,  to  take 
it  np  if  they  thought  proper. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  proceed  to  tlie 
immediate  consideration  of  the  subject;  sod, 
on  motion  of  llr.  SiTTHSBLun),  resolved  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Wbcde  therew,  Kr.  Hra- 
BARD  in  the  ohur. 

Mr.  MoKat  moved  the  following  rwdn- 
tlons: 

Sttaivedy  That  neiUier  Tfaonias  P.  Howe  iwr 
Robert  F.  Letcher  be  permitted  to  take  a  seat  in  thii 
House  oa  the  representative  for  the  6tii  csso^naAoB^ 
district  of  the  Stete  of  Kentucky,  and  flwtBudseri 
ia  now  vacant. 

Betoived,  That  the  Speaker  of  tUs  Home  d* 
notify  the  Qwemot  of  Koitnd^y  tbat  idd  flat  b 
vacant 

Mr.  ScTHSBUjn)  proposed  the  following  so 
as  to  be  strlctiy  in  the  terms  of  the  ori^ 
instructions : 

JReaolwd,  That  there  be  a  new  election  for  a  mat 
ber  of  this  House  from  the  5th  congresuonal  district 
is  Kentucky,  it  being  impracticable  for  this  How  to 
determine,  with  an;  certainty,  who  Is  the  ij^itiid 
representative  of  said  distiicL 

Hr.  UoEat  withdrew  the  rewdntitas  pro- 
posed by  him. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Hr.  SuraiBLAin) 
was  agreed  to,  and  thereupon  the  oomnuttM 
rose,  and  reported  the  same  to  the  Houie  fx 
their  ooncurrenoe. 

Hr.  WiLDB  offered  the  following  resolatioB : 

Jtttolved,  Tbat  Robert  P.  Letchor  Is  entfUed  to  s 
seat  in  tUs  House,  as  a  representative  Aom  the  51k 
congressional  district  of  Kmtucky. 

The  question  was  t2ien  pat,  and  decoded  in 
tho  negative— yeas  IIS,  114, 
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3o  the  Hoose  refused  to  dedare  Ur.  Letcher 
oititled  to  a  seat. 

Tbe  question  recnrriog  on  concurruig  with 
the  report  of  the  Comniittee  of  the  nhole, 
whidi  declares  Deitfaer  of  the  claimants  eutitlea 
to  a  seat,  and  sends  bact  the  election  to  the 
people,  on  the  sronnd  that  the  House  vaa 
nnaole  to  decide  between  the  candidates — 

Ur.  Adams  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  last 
clanse  of  the  r^rt,  which  related  to  the 
inabiUty  of  the  House  to  decide,  as  being  un- 
necessary, di^onoTAble  to  the  Hoose,  and 
inconslBtent  with  the  TOte  Just  given. 

Mr.  Wisi  opposed  the  motion ;  and  it  was 
n^taved. 


FaiDAT,  June  18. 

Stat6  Banit  at  D^totitoriti — Mr,  Ada/m^ 
Betolution. 

The  following  resolation,  submitted  some 
time  since  hj  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adavs,  ooming  for 

consideration : 

Jtttohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  TreMOir  be 
directed  to  Ut  before  the  House  the  names  of  the 
presidents,  caahiera,  directors,  stockholdets,  lawyen, 
and  aoUcitOfS,  of  sU  tbe  banks  selected  by  him  as 
d^radtories  oS  tbe  pidtilk  moneys,  in  tbe  place  of 
the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  and  Its  Imndies ;  to- 
gether with  tbe  amount  of  stock  in  said  banks  held 
by  each  stockholder,  and  tbe  amount  of  debt  due  by 
each  president,  cashier,  and  directs,  of  each  of  the , 
banks  to  tbe  s^d  bank,  at  the  time  when  it  was 
•eleeted  as  a  depoiritoiy,  and  at  this  time ; 

IPUh  Ur.  Fou^a  amendment  thereto,  vix.: 

Rtaolttd,  That  the  Secretary  also  oommuntcate  to 
tUa  Hoose  the  anuHmttrf  debts  due  1^  the  preiddent, 
oaaUer,  and  dlieotois  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  said  bank  at  tUs  time,  or  at  any  time  within 
one  year  last  past,  and  also  the  names  of  tbe  lawyers 
and  BoUdtors  of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  and 
Imuuiiies,  and  the  amount  fsi  debt  due  by  each  to 
said  bank  at  this  time,  or  at  any  time  within  (me  year 
last  past. 

Kr.  J.  Q.  Adams  rose  to  express  his  sincere 
hope,  as  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  from  Kentucky  had  been 
withdrawn,  that  the  member  from  Tennes- 
see (Mr.  Polk)  would  also  withdraw  that  pro- 
posed by  him,  and  that  he  would  thus  suffer 
the  resolntion,  as  it  had  been  sobnutted  by  him, 
for  the  Inquiry  into  the  actnal  state  and  condi- 
tiffli  of  these  depodt  banks,  to  pass  without 
ttae&vr  oppotitira.  This  was  denred  by  him, 
beoanse  it  was  most  important  tat  the  House 
to  IwTe  the  information  to  assist  them  in  com- 
ing to  a  proper  nnderstanding  upon  the  bill  be- 
fore them,  to  regulate  the  terms  upon  which 
Uiese  deposits  were  to  be  held  by  the  State 
banks.  He  asked  this  with  some  confidence, 
believing  that  the  honwable  member  would 
concede  so  much,  if  from  no  other  motive  than 
that  of  courtesy  to  the  House,  and  beoanse 
the  honorable  member  knew  that,  if  he  dedred 
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to  have  the  information  which  he,  in  sub- 
mitting the  amendment,  appeared  to  be  de- 
sirous of  having,  he  could  have  it  by  making 
a  distinct  proposition  therefor  to  the  Hoose. 
He  (Mr.  A.)  said  he  knew  that  the  honorable 
memlwr  could  have  such  a  proposition  readily 
passed,  because  the  House  had  already  granted, 
at  his  instance,  an  inquiry  much  more  exten- 
sive than  that  which  he  had  proposed  by  his 
present  ameodment  to  make  into  the  condition 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States :  tiie  Hoose 
having  evinced  their  readiness  not  to  reftise 
their  aid  fbr  soch  inqoiry  by  an  oDnsoally  lai^ 
majority.  It  was  therefore,  he  contended,  per- 
fectly in  bis  power  to  attain  all  the  informa- 
tion which'  he  desired,  in  another  shape,  with- 
oot  its  being  necessary  to  persist  in  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  him,  and  which  iconid  have 
no  other-  effect  than  that  of  clogging,  if  not 
absolutely  preventing,  the  passage  of  the 
resolation  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  snbmitted  as 
to  the  State  banks :  for  it  was  one  altogether 
of  a  different  character,  having  no  sort  of 
nmUitnde  to  that  propowd  by  him.  Hu  reso- 
luti(m  had  DO  reference,  as  the  honorable 
member's  had,  to  the  private  afiUra  of  wijf 
individoal,  bot  solely  ^pHed  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  State  banks.  His  ohjeiit  was  not 
to  make  any  other  inquiry.  It  was,  as  he  had 
formerly  stated,  i^ply  to  ascertain  what 
capitals  these  institutions  really  had,  or 
whether  they  had  any.  Whether,  in  a  word, 
the  condition  of  such  institutions  as  were  to 
have  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure,  waa 
such  as,  being  without  funds  and  trading  upon 
borrowed  capital,  placed  them  in  that  sitna- 
tion  wliioh  they,  in  language  from  high 
anthOTify,  had  he«4  ooght  to  be  the  doom  of 
snch :  » that  they  ov^t  to  break."  They  had 
before  now  heara,  that  the  best  posnble  way 
to  get  rid  of  some  disagreeable  somectBL  was  by 
clogging  them  with  amendments  of  a  character' 
so  foreign  to  the  original  propositions  to  which 
they  should  be  appended,  that  the  movers 
themselves  must  be  induced  to  vote  against 
them.  This  he  acknowledged  must  be  the 
effect  upon  him,  if  the  honorable  member 
should  not  withdraw  the  amendment.  He 
could  not  vote  for  it,  because  there  was  an 
examination  proposed  in  it  of  a  character  very 
different  and  much  more  extensive  than  he 
had  proposed  to  make  into  tbe  State  banks: 
and  there  was  a  farther  reason  why  he  could 
not  vote  for  it,  which  was,  that  he  considered 
that  was  asked  for  which  he  did  not  believe  Qiat 
the  House  had  any  right  to  demand.  And  it 
was  from  this  very  line  of  oondoct,  adopted  \>j 
the  House  on  a  former  occasion,  that  all  their 
difficulties  arose  in  relation  to  the  bank.  On 
that  occasion,  a  resolution  was  proposed  to  the 
Hoose  to  make  inquires  of  a  nature  which  they 
had  no  right  to  make.  Well,  what  was  tbe 
result  ?  Wh^,  they  adopted  the  resolution,  and 
sent  on  their  committee  to  Philadelphia  to 
carry  it  into  effect  When  that  committee 
went  on  there,  they  fidlowed  tbe  example  of 
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the  j^atleman  from  Tennessee  on  the  present 
occasion,  and  extended  their  inqairiea  bejond 
the  limite  fixed  by  the  House,  aod  iuto  meters 
^11  more  oat  of  tiieir  proper  provino&and 
then  what  were  the  eonaeqnenoes  t  were 
tiiey  not  such  as  might  furly  hare  been 
expected  to  ensue  t  Their  right  to  make  them 
was  denied.  They  were  refused.  They  cune 
hack,  and  from  this  took  npon  themselves 
to  report  that  the  biuik  'had  violated  its  char- 
ter, not  on  those  groanda  of  violation  into 
which  they  were  sent  to  inquire,  but  because 
the  bank  had  refused,  and  properly  refiised,  to 
answer  such  Inquiries  as  they  liad  assumed 
the  right  to  demand.  The  gentlemen  were 
sent  to  get  information  as  to  alleged  violations 
of  the  charter.  They  got  no  imormation  at 
all,  for  the  reason  he  bad  stated;  and  then 
they  came  back  to  those  who  sent  them, 
In«athing  vengeance,  talking  of  violalions  of 
the  charter  of  the  bank,  of  contempt  oonmiitted 
by  it  to  the  authority  of  Uie  House,  for  which 
uey  must  he  brought  to  condign  punish- 
ment And,  as  a  means  to  inflict  it,  they 
forthwith  report  ^  series  of  resolutions,  that 
the  president  and  directors  should  be  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  House  to  answer  for  tha  same. 
What  else  resulted  from  this?  The  conduct 
of  the  bank  was,  to  be  sure,  a  contempt,  a 
high  contempt  in  the  imagination  of  the  com- 
mittee, of  the  privileges  of  the  House;  and 
jttf  notwithstanding  m  HiUm,  eager  as  these 
geiwemen  of  the  comndttee  were  so  to  dewn 
It,  he  had  not  seen  that  they  were  quite  so 
anxious  to  Ining  up  the  subject,  tiiut,  if  what 
they  had  alleged  was  a  contempt,  the  indigna- 
tiou  of  the  House  might  &I1  upon  those  whom 
they  had  described  so  forcibly  as  having  incur- 
red it 

Jlr.  Polk  had  not  expected,  he  sud,  when 
he  came  to  the  House  this  morning,  tliat  it 
would  be  necessary  for  him  to  engage  in  a 
Airther  discussion  of  the  subject  before  them ; 
but  as  the  honorable  mem'ber  from  Massachu- 
sotts  had  revived  the  discussion  of  a  former ; 
day,  and  had  been  pleased  to  indulge  in  a 
course  of  remarks  not  very  pertinent  to  the 
immediate  question  before  tibe  House,  he  mast 
advert  to  anch  of  them  as  seemed  to  require 
from  him  some  notice.  The  gentleman  repeats 
the  request  which  he  had  made  when  this  reso- 
InUon  was  last  under  consideration,  a  few  days 
past,  that  he  (Mr.  F.)  would  withdraw  the 
amendment  which  he  had  had  the  honor  to 

Sropose.   Hr.  P.  begged,  in  the  outset  of  what 
e  had  to  say,  to  state  tliat  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  honorable  member,  by  his  resolution, 
proposes  to  call  upon  the  Secretair  of  the 
TrMsury  for  certam  information  relating  to 
the  State  hanks  which  had  become  the  deposi- 
tories of  the  puhUc  money.  He  states  his 
olyeot  to  be  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  fliese 
banks,  and  more  especially  of  the  private  ac- 
counts and  indebtedness  of  their  respective 
premdenta  and  boards  of  directory  and  to  learn 
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also  the  names  of  those  persons  who  were 
employed  as  their  lawyers  and  solicitors — with 
the  view,  as  he  statM,  to  enable  himself  and 
others  to  determine  whether  these  banks  are 
saft  depccdtories  of  the  pubUo  monc^y.  Ilia 
ol^Ject  the  amei^ment  waa  to  make  the  inquiry 
broad  enough  to  embrace  a  caU  for  lAndlar 
information  as  regards  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States;  to  extend  a  similar  inquiry  into  the 
state  of  the  accounts  of  the  premdent  and 
directors  of  that  bank  also;  and  to  ascertain 
the  names  of  the  lawyers  and  soUcitors  of  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  their  indebted- 
ness to  that  bank.  To  this  the  gentleman 
objects,  and  in«sts  that  it  is  proper  the  amend- 
ment uiould  be  withdrawn.  The  Govenunait 
had  still  in  the  vanlts  of  the  Bank  of  tiie 
United  St^as  some  two  or  ttiree  millions  of 

SuUio  depOM^  which  had  not  yet  bew  with* 
rawn  from  it.  The  United  States  was,  more' 
over,  the  holder  of  one-flfth  (aeven  nullions) 
of  its  sto<^  Was  It  nnreaacmable,  tibeai,  if 
such  an  inquiry  as  waa  proposed  to  be  nude 
was  deemed  nerasaary  as  regarded  the  Stats 
banks,  to  extend  the  same  or  a  mmilar  inqiury 
into  the  affairs  of  a  bank  in  which  the  people 
of  the  United  States  had  so  ^reat  a  stake! 
Inquiry  into  its  condition,  in  this  respect,  was 
the  more  peculiarly  demanded,  when  the 
antagonist  position  which  it  bad  assumed 
towards  the  Government  was  oonndered. 
What  had  been  its  conduct  towards  the  Exec- 
utive, and  towards  this  House?  Had  it  noL 
In  its  offidal  acts,  and  through  its  fiiends  and 
advocates  hwe  and  elsewhere,  openly  deaomio- 
ed  tbe  chief  Executive  Magistrate  as  a  iTrant, 
a  usurper,  and  a  despot — as  every  thing  but  a 
patriot  and  an  honest  man  ?  Had  it  not,  by 
Itself  and  its  friends,  advocates,  and  preuee,  in 
the  progress  of  the  present  sesuon  of  Oongren, 
called  upon  this  House  to  join  in  tbe  hne  and 
ery  against  the  Executive,  for  an  alleged 
usurpation  of  power?  When  this  call  was 
made,  the  bank  and  its  supporters  and  advo- 
cates conceded  that  the  institution  was  re^ton- 
sible  for  its  acts  to  Congress,  and  the  fUl 
power  of  Congress  over  the  whole  subject  was 
adndtted.  The  House  had  proved  to  be  refirao- 
torj,  and,  by  its  votes,  had  snstidned  the 
Executive,  and  in  e£E^  dedared  tbe  charge 
of  usurpatitm,  tyranny,  and  despotism,  igidnst 
the  President,  was  aen»eUa»  as  well  as  fi^m 
clamor^  and  wholly  unfounded ;  and  no  aooiker 
was  this  done  than  the  bank  a^  its  frimda 
had  come  out  in  bitter  denundations  against 
the  popular  branch  of  Congress.  Yes,  sir,  ttus 
House,  the  immediate  representatives  en  the 
people,  the  true  reflectors  (when  its  members 
truly  represent  their  constituents)  the 
popular  will,  had,  since  the  return  of  the  com- 
mittee of  investigation  from  Philadelphia,  as 
he  wonld  presently  show,  been  denounced, 
with  the  Kreaidait^  as  nauipera  of  powera 
which  did  not  belong  to  them.  Were  we  to 
uidnre  all  this  firom  an  institntion  whoa* 
strides  for  power  were  not  only  rapid  bat 
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aiTogant,  and  jet  be  told  that  had  no  right 
to  exercise  a  power,  expressly  reaerred  to  us 
by  the  charter,  of  ezaraioing  into  the  mal- 
'  practices  or  oormpt  oondnct  of  its  managers, 
or  looking  into  its  condition  f  Bat,  aecoraing 
to  Uie  gentleman,  this  immaonlate  and  inoffen- 
■ive  Bank  of  the  United  States  mnat  not  be 
looked  into,  thongh  the  affiurs  of  tbe  State 
banks  must  be  Ukorongfaly  probed.  Again, 
be  thoDgfat  it  more  peculiarly  proper  to 
cany  the  iaqniry  into  the  oonoerns  of  the 
United  States  fiaii^  because  a  committee  of 
the  House,  appointed  to  investigate  its  afiiurs, 
by  a  vote  of  170  members,  had  gone  to  ^ila- 
dephia  with  the  very  inqniirieB  which  were  now 
pr<»>osed  to  be  made  into  tbe  State  banks,  and 
bad  been  insnltingly  repnised. 

The  House,  tbroogh  its  committee,  had  caUed 
for  the  very  Information  which  tbe  gentleman 
now  seeks  from  the  State  deposit  buiks ;  and 
what  was  the  reply  d  the  Bank  of  the 
ted  States!  Then  the  oommittee  of  this 
Honse  oaUed,  anumg  other  things,  for  the 
names  of  the  lawyers  and  soUeitors  employed 
by  it,  and  their  indebtedness  to  tbe  bauc,  did 
the  bank  fkimish  the  information  ?  £Hd  they 
determine  to  comply  with  the  call  of  Oongress 
throngh  its  committee !  No.  Th^  ^^V^i  ^7 
their  offi<nal  organ,  that  Oongress  was  not 
anthorized  to  demand  it.  That  a  committee, 
sent  to  the  bank  by  Congress  for  that  purpose, 
bad  no  power  to  call  for  snch  information. 
Tfonld  this  be  denied  t  If  it  was  so,  then  he 
held  in  his  hands  the  proof. 

[Here  Ur.  P.  read  from  the  documents  ap- 

Kmded  to  the  report  of  the  oommittee  of 
vestigation  the  followinK  resolution,  adopted 
by  them  whilst  at  FhiladeTpbia,  viz. : 

" Saotttd^Tbti  the  preAAeaty  ^recttws,  and  com- 
paw  of  the  Bank  of  the  TToited  States  be  requested 
to  farnlafa  tUa  eommittee  with  the  particular  items, 
and  the  aggregate  of  ill  fees  and  compensation  paid 
during  each  year  to  attorneys,  coonaellors,  or  law- 
yers, uDce  the  establishment  of  the  bank ;  stattng 
the  amount  paid  to  each  person  employed,  together 
with  thdr  rmdence;  the  times  when  the  payments 
were  made,  and  the  particular  aervicea  rendered  for 
each  diarge  paid ;  also,  whether  the  same  has  been 
paid  at  the  parent  bank  or  branches,  and  at  which, 
deaignaUng  them ;  also,  of  all  smns  paid  as  a  gen- 
eral or  annual  fee  or  salary  to  counsellors  for  the 
bank,  apecifring  the  names  such  persons,  the 
•moitots,  and  ttmea,  and  places  of  ptjmeat ;  and, 
alsot  whflthtt  sodi  soms  were  paid  by  the  order,  in 
each  case,  of  the  board  of  directors,  «  bow  other- 
wise paid ;  designating  such  sums  as  hsTs  been  paid 
In  cash,  and  such  as  may  baTe  been  passed  to  the 
oredit  at  such  persons  or  others.  In  payment  of  any 
di^t  or  debts  due  to  said  bank.**] 

And  what,  said  Mr.  P.,  was  the  reply  oi 
the  bank  to  this  and  other  oalla  made  opon 
them  by  the  oommittee  for  information  t  'Wny, 
that  "  the  board  do  not  fed  themselves  at 
liberty  to  comply  with  tbe  requirements  of  the 
resolntions  of  the  oommittee  of  investigation, " 
4hj.  He  woold,  be  s^d,  read  a  part  of  the 
iMDk^s  reply.  It  was  m  fiulovii^  tix.  : 


[H.  or  B. 


"Bunc  ov  TEX  VmrtD  Srins^  ifity  8, 1BS4. 
"  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board,  lield  this  day, 
the  following  reac4ution  was,  on  moUon,  unanimously 
adopted: 

"  JUtohtd,  That  the  board  do  not  feel  themselves 
at  liberty  to  onnply  with  the  requirement  o[  the 
resoIotioDs  of  the  committee  of  Investig^on  vS  the 
29th  ultimo  and  1st  instant,  and  do  not  think  they 
are  bound  to  do  so,  inasmuch  as,  in  respect  to  a  psit 
of  the  papers  called  for,  the  effect  would  be  the  same 
as  the  surrender  of  their  books  and  papers  to  a  secret 
and  ex  porta  examiDatim,  wltidi  they  have  already 
refused  to  consent  to.** 

Undw  such  drcumstances,  he  conld  not 
conceive  that  he  was  violating  any  rule  of 
order  or  propriety,  in  inusting  that,  if  the 
inqniry  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Hassochusetts  was  to  be  made,  that  it  was 
equally  due  to  tbe  country  and  to  Oongress  to 
have  such  examination  made  also  into  the 
afibirs  and  management  of  the  institution  in 
which  the  Government  had  not  cmly  a  large 
interest,  in  additiim  to  the  deposits  stOI  re- 
maning with  it,  bttt  which  had  redsted  tiie 
authority  of  the  House,  and  was  bidding  them 
defiance. 

He  c<madered  it  most  unreasonable  to  be 
asked  to  withdraw  the  amendment  oidling  for 
it.  He  should  hope  it  would  be  deemed  mabh 
more  reasonable  for  him  to  ask  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts  to  modify  his 
resolution  by  inserting,  along  with  tbe  State 
banks,  that  of  the  United  States  Bonk. 

He  hoped  that  he  would  not  be  told,  in  objeo- 
tion  to  tiie  call  proposed  by  bis  amendment,  that 
it  was  nsetess  for  nim  to  press  it,  beoanse  the 
preddent  and  directors  had  already  reftised 
the  same  information  when  demanded  by  the 
oommittee;  and  that,  therefore,  they  would 
refuse  that  demanded  by  his  amendment.  Tbts 
was  not  a  sufficient  answer,  although  it  was 
not  to  be  denied  that,  teom  their  previoos 
conduct,  such  might  be  the  result,  ^ould  it 
be  so,  he  desired  the  House  should  know  it. 
He  admitted  tbat  it  bad  so  arrogantly  set  itsdf 
up  to  determine  the  whole  public  policy, 
dictate  whether  any  or  what  powers  properly 
belonged  to  the  Executive  department  and  to 
Oongress,  that  he  knew  not  where  it  might  be 
said  tliat  its  olnnw  were  to  terminate. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  had  stated  that  thon^  &9 
bank,  through  its  organs  and  advocates,  at  Uie 
early  periods  of  the  present  session  of  Oongress, 
when  wePwere  appealed  to  Join  in  damning 
and  putting  down  the  chief  Executive  Magis- 
trate, had  lavished  unmeasured  praises  opon  us, 
had  conceded  to  ns  the  power  which  this 
House  afterwards  exercised,  and  had  profess- 
ed a  willingness  to  yield  obedience  to  our 
decision  npon  tbe  great  question  which  has 
occupied  so  much  of  our  time,  that  yet  when 
this  House  had  condemned  the  bank,  and  soa* 
tidned  tiie  President,  we  bad  shared  in  its 
denunciations.  This  he  hai^ned  to  Iiave  it 
in  bis  power  very  briefly  to  show.  A  p^>er 
had  tbis  moment  been  handed  to  him  by  a 
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Sntleman  aear  him,  which  he  had  read  Bome 
ja  ago.  The  paper  (the  Kational  Gazette) 
contained  an  article  purporting  to  be  editorial, 
but  which  bore  on  ita  face  eviaenoe  that  it  was 
the  semi-official,  indeed  it  might  be  regarded 
as  the  official  expose^  issaing  from  the  bank 
itself— becanse  it  contained  an  extract  of  what 
purported  to  be  a  private  letter,  addressed 
a  private  dtizen  to  the  bank,  and  which  oonld 
liave  been  procured  from  no  other  eonroe  but 
the  bank  itselC  From  that  expose  he  b^ed 
to  read  a  paragraph  or  two,  to  show  its  general 
tone,  and  particularly  what  was  said  of  this 
House.   He  would  only  further  state  that  it 

Spears  in  the  paper  of  the  8d  of  June,  and 
^er  the  report  of  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion was  made  to  this  House.  Hr.  P.  here 
read  from  the  expose  as  follows,  viz. : 

"The  House,  it  cannot  be  dissembled,  has  lost 
mudt  of  the  confidence  ai  the  country,  and  baa  lost 
it  by  iDatteation  to  its  own  cliaracter.  They  hare 
been  nnidi  too  servile — have  permitted  themselves  to 
be  the  dupes  of  political  jugglers.  It  is  a  ftct  per- 
fectly not(a4ous  that  a  very  lam  portion  <MF  the 
House,  outside  of  tlie  bar,  ai^owledge  the  improp^ 
cxmduct  of  the  Executive,  yet  step  fomrd  a  few- 
feet  and  vote  to  support  the  very  measures  lliey  dis- 
approve. The  House  ought  to  be  asluuned  of  such 
ooaduct ;  there  are  really  many  honest  and  well- 
meanii^  men  In  that  body,  and  tbev  ong^t  to  revolt 
at  the  hnmlUadon  to  whiw  the  kitchen  caMnet  si^ 
jecta  ttiem.  The  present  feeling  of  the  country 
towards  the  House  is  one  of  surprise  and  pity.  Bur- 
prise,  that  a  popular  body  should  seem  so  indifferent 
to  popular  rights ;  and  pity,  that  it  should  suffer  the 
control  of  these  political  ju^ets.  If,  liereafter,  that 
body  dtonld  be  despised,  it  only  be  because  it 
has  made  itself  despicable,  It  be  treated  with 
oootempt,  it  will  be  becanse  It  is  eontemptible." 

Again,  he  smd,  this  bank  expose  (for  he  held 
himself  jostifled  in  supposing  ^at  it  had  ^e 
sanction  of  Uie  bank,  for  garbled  extracts  of 
the  private  oorrespondenoe  of  the  bank  formed 
a  part  of  it)  held  the  fic^wing  language^  vhioh 
he  read,  viz. : 

**  The  great  contest  now  vng^ng  In  this  country  ia 
between  its  free  institutions  and  the  violence  of  a 
vulgar  despotism.  The  Government  is  turned  into  a 
baneful  faction,  and  the  spirit  of  liberty  contends 
agunst  it  throughout  the  country.  On  ttie  one  hand 
is  this  miserable  cabal,  with  all  the  patronage  of  the 
Executive ;  on  the  otbier  tiie  yet  unbroken  mind  and 
heart  of  the  country,  vifh  tlie  Senate  and  the  h»?iir ; 
the  House  of  Representatives,  hitherto  ^e  instinc- 
tive champion  of  freedom,  shalien  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  kitchen,  hesitates  for  a  time,  but  cannot  fail, 
before  long,  to  break  its  own  fetters  first,  and  tiien 
those  of  the  country.  Ia  that  quarrel,  we  predict, 
they  who  administer  the  bank  will  shrink  from  no 
proper  share  whldi  the  country  may  assign  to  them ; 
petflonally  they  must  be  as  hidiflferent  as  any  of  their 
^ow-cltizens  to  the  recbarter  of  tiie  bank.  But 
they  will  not  suffer  themselves,  nor  the  institution 
intrusted  to  tiiem,  to  be  the  instrument  of  private 
wrong  and  public  outrage ;  nor  will  they  omit  any 
effbrt  to  rescue  the  institations  of  the  country  fivm 
bong  trodden  nnder  foot  by  a  Uedm  of  inter 


In  the  some  p^er  the  inquiries  made  br  fte 
committee  of  investigation  are  denounced  as  a 
"  mass  of  arrogance,"  because  they  bad  called 
for  certain  correspondence  with  the  baiA, 
which  the  hank  refbsed  to  fdrnish.  The  bank, 
he  said,  in  this  paper,  which  was  CYideotiy 
prepared  under  ita  own  direction,  defied  lai 
insulted  the  House  of  Representatives.  After 
setting  itself  up  in  opposition  to  the  Gonmimnt, 
assuming  to  oonstme  the  powers  of  the  Exmo- 
tive,  Mid  to  dispute  what  antboiify  he  dwnld 
and  should  not  exercise,  it  now  sbuset  and 
denounces  this  House. 

Hr.  J.  Q.  Adams  here  interrupted  Ur.  Polz, 
and  called  on  the  member  from  Tennessee  to  stata 
the  evidence  upon  which  he  made  these  chargea. 

Ur.  Pole  held  it  in  his  huid.  It  is,  aa  U 
had  already  stated,  what  purports  to  be 
editorial,  bnt  comes  to  the  publio  und^'  tin 
sanction  of  the  bank ;  if  it  was  not  writEeo, 
as  he  believed  it  was,  by  the  direction  of  1^ 
hank  itself.  The  paper  fhmlshes  hitriiiHe 
eyidence  of  its  anthonhip ;  fa  it  eontvu  i 
lettor  which  could  not  have  been  procnied  Int 
f^om  the  bank.  Tes,  sir,  &e  bank,  which  was 
so  scmpnlons  in  r^aid  to  private  corre^wnd- 
ence,  had  not  hesitated  to  vnH  itself  of  i 
private  letter,  with  a  new  to  assiil  manben 
of  this  House. 

Hr.  Adaks  begged  to  know  what  proof  he 
had  of  this  ? 

Hr.  Pole.  The  proof  is  on  the  &ce  of  it:  it 
bears  internal  evidence  that  it  must  hare  conn 
from  the  bank.  He  found  in  it,  as  be  had 
already  stated  an  extract  of  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  hank  by  a  private  citizen,  and  wliicli 
coold  not  find  its  way  into  this,  the  bank'a 
known  (nrfBO.  In  I^ilaidelphia,  (the  Katiimal 
Glazette,)  withoat  the  knowledge  or  coonivaBcs 
of  the  bank,  or,  indeed,  witlioat  haring  bea 
famished  by  the  bank.  Iliis  ia  a  private  letter 
addressed  to  the  bank  by  &  private  iudtTidii^ 
on  his  private  affairs ;  and  we  thus,  notwitlh 
standing  the  bank's  objection  to  disclose  to 
a  committee  of  the  House,  when  called  uiion 
for  that  pnrpose,  the  correspondence  called 
for  touching  its  '*  fair  business  transaotum" 
nevertheless  does  not  hesitate  to  blazon  forui, 
under  sach  circumstances,  a  garbled  extract  ct 
what  should,  by  its  professions,  be  hdd  sured, 
for  the  base  purpose,  he  mast  conelode^  of  blsat* 
ing  the  character  or  afltoting  the  repnt^ 
of  a  member  (tf  tiie  committee.  He  woold  dot 
read  on,  to  show  Hie  character  ci  this  im- 
maculato  insUtution. 

nfr.  F.  here  read  some  other  extracts.] 

The  bank,  then,  had  refused  to  answer  tbe 
calls  for  iojformation  made  by  titiif  BonaB 
through  its  committee ;  but  he  supposed  that 
a  full  answer  would  he  found  in  an  ext^ao^ 
dinary  ground  of  defence  for  the  malcoDdoct 
of  the  hank,  to  be  seen  in  another  document, 
(the  report  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Heans  on  tiie  deposit  qnesUon,  at 
the  present  session,)  viz. :  "  In  rdation  to  all 
the  operattona  of  the  bank  inoloded  under  tbs 
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fint  head,  it  most  be  ftoswered  that,  vbether 
the  hank  has  been  right  or  wrong,  her  board 
oT  Erectors  aeaert  the  legal  right  to  do  what- 
ever has  been  done." 

There,  indeed,  it  was  openly  asserted  that 
the  directors  had  full  right  to  refuse  compli- 
ance with  what  the  House  had  so  solemnly 
resolved  they  deemed  necessary  to  have  to  aid 
them  in  their  legislative  dnUes. 

Mr,  P.,  after  commenting  with  severity  on 
the  g«j&eral  condnot  of  the  bank,  condoded  by 
asserUng  that  he  had  no  poadUe  o^eetion  to 
any  inquiry  tiiat  coold  be  Institnted,  to  ascer- 
tain the  etmditiai  of  the  State  banks ;  but,  if 
the  present  resdntion  was  adopted,  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  in^  upon  having  the  otiier  in- 
quiry into  the  United  States  Bank  along  with 
it.  He  could  not  think  of  voting  for  a  scrutiny 
<k  this  character  into  the  State  banks,  who  had 
already  voluntarily  answered  every  call  made 
upon  them  by  the  Secretary  of  ibe  Treasury 
fully;  and  were,  he  doubted  not,  willing  to 
answer  any  call  which  Congress  might  choose 
to  make ;  and  yet  not  extend  the  same  call  to 
that  bank,  which  had,  in  refusing  the  same  iu- 
formaUon  to  a  committee,  put  i£  defiance  the 
antluni^  c£  tbe  House,  and  put  at  naught  Ita 
power.  He  wished  to  see  whether  it  would 
agafai  refose  to  answer  the  call,  when  a  similar 
one  WAS  made,  by  its  friends  npon  this  floor, 
upon  the  State  banks.  He  did  not  wish  to  evade 
the  investigation  into  the  conooms  of  the  local 
banks,  but  be  wished  also  to  carry  it  into  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States — an 
institution  which  some  regard  as  the  sole 
agent  of  the  Government  The  bank  issues 
its  bulletin,  and  declares  that  yon  have  no 
power;  that  they  ttanA  above  your  reach; 
and  you  are  now  requested  modestly  to 
decline  asking  the  bank  any  more  queationB. 
He  shrunk  no  scrutiny  into  the  aflUrs 
of  the  local  banloL  and  had  no  oljeetlcai  to  the 
ol^ect  of  the  resoluticm  of  tihe  gentleman  from 
Hassachusettfl. 

The  resolution  was  further  debated  by  Mr. 
"Watkb,  but  before  he  had  concluded  the  hour 
devoted  to  morning  business  expired. 

Mr.  Clat  called  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

Hr.  Miu^  thereupon  rose  and  moved  a 
snspension  of  the  role,  to  enable  the  House  to 
dispose  of  the  resolution. 

The  House  having  refitaed  to  suspend  the 
role,  the  anbiject  atanas  over. 

The  following  joint  readntion  from  the  Sen- 
ate eoming  up  in  ita  order : 

Jiuolvadt  te  fAt  SmaU  and  Baim  tf  Jt^mamta- 
tivet  tht  UmUi  Statet  ^  Anmn^  ■«  Cot^nn 
asaemMd,  That  the  reasons'  commimioated  bj  the 
Secretary  or  the  Tretsory  in  his  report  to  Cangress 
of  the  4th  of  December,  1888,  for  tbe  removal  of 
the  deposits  the  money  of  tbe  United  States  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  hnndMS,  are 
InmfBde&t  and  unaatUlwtory. 


m 

[B.  or  R. 

Mr.  FoLz  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  tables 
Mr.  Wabbhet  B.  Davis  rose  to  ask  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Toix,) 
whether  the  object  of  bis  motion  was  to  dis- 
pose of  this  subject  finally,  or  merely  to  have 
it  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present  I 

Mr.  Folk  declined  answering.  The  question 
before  the  House  was  not,  he  presumed, 
debatable;  and  it  was  for  the  House  to  say 
what  the  final  di^osition  o£  the  reaolation 
should  be. 

Mr.  CaiLTtar  a^  he  rose  to  propoond  an 
inquii7  to  tiie  honcoraUe  member. 

Mr.-  Pou  said  he  must  ol^eet  to  thia ;  and 
rose  to  a  question  of  order,  whet^ier  it  waa  in 
order  to  propound  inquiries  on  a  qaestlon  not 
debatable  f 

The  Speazzs  intimated  that,  although  the 
question  was  not  debatable,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber had  a  right  to  prt^Kumd  an  inquiry  simply. 

Mr.  CmLTov  men  made  a  linr  remana; 
npon  which, 

Mr.  Polk  rose  in  objection,  and  made  A 
point  of  order  thereon ;  upon  which, 

Mr.  DBimv  rose,  not,  he  said,  to  prc^iound 
an  inquiry  to  the  honorable  member  from 
Tomessee,  who  appeared  so  sensitive,  but  to 
ask  the  Speaker  whether,  if  a  m^ority  diould 
now  decide  to  lay  tlie  rabject  on  the  table,  it 
was  oomp^ent,  during  the  rest  of  tiie  aescdon, 
for  a  m^ority  to  take  it  up  agdn  t 

The  Skeaxbb  replying  in  the  affirmative — 

The  question  on  the  motion  was  then  put, 
and  decided  by — yeas  114,  nays  101. 

So  the  add  joint  reaolation  was  ordered  to 
lie  Ml  the  table. 

Bettoration  <if  the  Dtpeiit». 
The  following  joint  resolution  from  the  Sm- 
ate  then  coming  up,  viz. : 

Jtegolved,  That  oil  depodts  of  the  money  of  the 
United  St^es  which  may  accrue  or  be  received  on 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  July,  1884,  shall  be  made 
with  the  Bank  (tf  the  United  States  and  its  Imuidie^ 
hi  confom^ty  with  the  prorlrions  of  tiio  act  eatHIecl 
"  An  act  to  inooiporate  the  sobscriben  to  the  Bsnk 
of  the  United  States,"  ^qmred  the  10th  of  ApriH, 
181ft— 

Mr.  Poxz  moved  tiiat  this  resolution  aSati 
should  be  lud  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Obhton  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays ; 
which  haviiu:  be«i  ordered — 

The  question  upon  ^e  motion  to  lay  it  on 
the  table  was  put,  and  decided  as  foUowfr-^ 
lie  to  08 : 

Teas.— Measn.  John  Adams,  William  Allen,  An* 
thony,  Bean,  Beardaley,  Beaumont,  Blair,  Bockee, 
Bodle,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Brown,  Bunch,  Bonis,  By. 
nnm,  Cambrekng,  CWrmichael,  Cair,  Casey,  Chaney, 
Chum,  Samuel  Claik,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor,  Ooulter, 
Cramer,  Day,  Philemon  IHck^rson,  Darid  W.  Dtdi- 
inson,  Ihmlkp,  Fdder,  Forester,  Fowler,  W.  K. 
Fuller,  QholBon,  Oillet,  OUmer,  Joseph  Hall,  Halsey, 
Hamer,  Joseph  U.  Haiper,  HairiaMH  Hathaway. 
Hawkins,  HawM,  Hendetwo,  Howell,  Habbaid,  Abet 
Himttaigton,  Inge,  Jarrii^  Bidiaid  M.  Johnson,  Noa» 
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dull  Johnson,  Ckre  JobnsoD,  Seaborn  Jones,  BeqJ»- 
min  Jones,  Kavsnagh,  KinnBrd,  Luie,  Lansing,  La- 
porte,  Luke  Lea,  Thos.  Lee,  Leavitt,  Loyal,  Lyon, 
Lytte,  Atnjah  Mann,  Joet  K.  Mann,  Hardis,  Hoses 
Mason,  HcLitire,  McKay,  McKim,  McKinley,  McLens, 
MoYeao,  Killer,  Hsnry  Mitchell,  Robert  Mitchell, 
Mubleobeig,  Harphj^  Osgood,  Page,  Parks,  Fkricer, 
Fatten,  Ftttenon,  Dntee  J.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Frank- 
lin Pierce,  Herson,  Plummer,  Polk,  Pope,  Schenck, 
Schley,  Shinn,  Charles  Slade,  Smith,  Speight,  Stande- 
fer,  gtoddert,  Sutherland,  William  Tayfor,  Francis 
Thomas,  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Van  Hoaten, 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Wayne,  Webster,  Whal- 
lon,  Campbdl  P.  WUte— 118. 

IfATi.— Messrs.  John  Qohi^  Adams,  Heman 
Allen,  John  J.  Allen,  G.  Allan,  Archer,  Ashley, 
Banks,  Barber,  Baroitz,  Banincer,  Baylies,  Beaty, 
James  V.  Sdl,  Binney,  Briggs,  Bull,  Burd,  Bulges, 
Cage,  Campbell,  Chambers,  Chilton,  Choate,  Wm. 
Qark,  Oayton,  Clowney,  Corwin,  Crane,  Crockett, 
Dndngton,  Warren  B,  Darii^  Debeny,  Denny, 
IHckiou,  Duncan,  ETana,  Edward  Ererett,  Horace 
Everett,  Ewing,  nUmore,  Foster,  Fhllo  C.  Fuller, 
Fulton,  Gamble,  Garland,  G<Hdon,  Gotham,  Graham, 
Qrayson,  Grennell,  Griffin^  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Har- 
din, James  Harper,  Hazeltine,  Heath,  Heister,  Jabei 
W.  Huntington,  Jadcson,  William  Cost  Johnson, 
Kmg,  Iaj,  Lewis,  Uncoln,  Love,  Martindale,  Mar- 
shall, McCarty,  McComas,  HcKeonan,  Mercer,  KlU- 
g&n,  Moore,  I^ckney,  Potts,  Bamsay,  Reed,  Ren- 
dier,  Seldeo,  Augostine  H.  Shepperd,  William  Slade, 
Koane,  ^Mi^i;ler,  Steele,  Stewart,  Philemon  Thomas, 
Tompkina,  Tamer,  Tweedy,  Yance,  Yinton,  Edward 
D.  White,  Frederiti  Whittlesey,  Eli^  WUtUesey, 
Williams,  Wise,  Tom^^S. 

So  thto  resolntion  waa  bIbo  (ffdeied  to  lie  upon 
the  table. 


Satubdat,  June  14 
CMd  C^in  Sill^Corrmtim  <ifBrTone<mi  Stand- 
ard. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  White,  of  Kev  TotIe,  the 
oominittee  ttien  proceeded  to  ccmaider  the  bill 
**regalatiiig  the  ralue  of  certain  gold  coins 
within  the  United  States." 

Ur.  Bimrar  expressed  his  approval  of  so 
tnncb  of  Itfl  provisions  as  went  to  fix  the  relative 
value  of  gold  and  silver ;  bnt  as  strongly  dis- 
sented (Vom  the  remaining  featnres  of  the  bill 
in  relation  to  tiie  fractional  coins  of  the  eagle 
and  the  dollars.  These  the  bill  proposed  to 
debase  hj  too  large  a  portion  of  alloy,  thereby 
(^vioff  the  cooDtry  a  base  currency  in  part.  He 
oonndered  it  qnite  toc^  late  in  the  session  to 
alter  on  the  discosdon  of  the  delicate  and  di£3- 
ealt  questions  inndved  in  this  part  of  the  snb- 
jeet.  The  opinionatrf  the  late  Secretary  of  tiie 
Treasnry^  of  Ur.  Oallatin.  and  of  the  director 
of  the  mint,  were  all  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  debasing  the  currency.  He  admitted 
that  there  was  an  able  report  in  its  favor ;  bnt 
he  could  uot  assent  to  its  policy. 

Ur.  White  briefly  expluned.  This  part  of 
the  bill  went  on  the  principle  of  allowing  to  the 
Government  a  seigniorage  to  cover  the  expense  of 
coining.  He  denied  that  it  was  debasing  the  cnr- 
rencj.  The  legal  tender  was  restricted  to  10  dol- 
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lars,  audthe  principle  involved  differed  in  noth- 
ing from  the  conventional  value  of  a  bank  note. 

Mr.  Selden  agreed  to  the  views  expressed 
by  Mr.  BiKNBT,  out  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
carried  into  the  Honse,  and  discussed  there. 

Mr.  BniKET,  assenting  to  this  course,  with* 
drew  an  amendment  he  had  prepared  and  pro- 
posed to  the  committee. 


FkmAT,  June  SO. 
Local  Bani  Mediation  Deperit  ML 

The  House  took  np  tiie  bill  regulating  the 
depodta  of  the  money  of  the  United  Btatea  in 
certun  local  banks. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Ur.  Foucaddreas- 
ed  the  Honse. 

Ur.  Speaker :  The  bill  nwm  your  table  has 
been  prepared  and  brought  forward  by  the 
Oonunittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  understood  to  be  settled  by 
the  resolution  the  House,  which  a£9rm^ 
"that  the  State  banks  ought  to  be  continued 
as  the  place  of  deposit  of  the  public  money,  and 
that  it  IS  expedirait  for  Congress  to  make  farther 
provision  by  law,  prescribiu  the  mode  d  sdeo- 
tion,  the  securities  to  be  taken,  and  the  manner 
and  terms  on  which  th^  are  to  be  emplt^ed." 

The  Inll  is  designed,  so  fir  as  legislative  pro- 
visiims  are  deemed  proper,  to  carry  that  reso- 
lution into  effect 

In  the  feport  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans,  submitted  to  the  Honse  upon  a  former 
day  of  the  session,  and  which  concluded  with 
thisi,  among  other  resolutions,  which  were 
afterwards  concurred  in  by  the  voto  the 
House,  the  committee  stato  that  "  According 
to  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  the  duty  of  select- 
ing the  banks,  and  of  prescribing  the  securities 
to  be  taken,  is  devolved  upon  the  Secretary 
of  tiie  Treasury  ondn  the  anperdaion  c€  the 
Ft^dent  This  power  has  oeen  heretofore 
exerolaed  by  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  in  a  manner  advantageoiu  to  the 
pubHo ;  and  it  is  not.doubted,  if  the  law  should 
continue  unchanged,  that  It  may  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  so  exercised  by  the  head  of  that 
Department;  yet  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee tiiat  discretionary  power  should  never 
be  ^ven,  in  any  case,  to  any  officer  of  the 
Government,  where  it  can  be  regulated  and  de- 
fined bylaw.  They  think  that  it  would  be  more 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment for  Congress  to  regulate,  by  law,  the 
mode  of  selecting  the  fiscal  agenta,  the  securi- 
ties proper  to  be  taken,  the  dattea  tiiey  shall  lie 
reqmrea  to  pnform,  and^e  tenna  on  wnidi  they 
shall  be  employed." 

The  mimon,  here  expressed,  <^  the  actual 
powers  of  the  Executive,  under  the  existing  law, 
was  founded  not  only  upon  a  oareftil  examina- 
tion of  the  law  itseU;  but  upon  the  construc- 
tion given  to  it,  the  uniform  aoijuiescenoe  in 
that  construction,  and  the  practice  under  it, 
ftxim  the  earliest  periods  of  the  GovemmNi^ 
and  running  throng  every  administratioa,  down 
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to  the  present  time.  Bat  we  are  here  met  at 
the  threshold,  and  told,  if  this  be  so,  whj  legis- 
late npon  the  sabject  ?  "  If  it  is  all  very  veil 
as  it  is,  why  should  there  be  anj  legislatioD 
about  it  f "  In  the  coarse  of  a  formw  debate 
upon  this  sabject  the  same  gentleman  Qb. 
Wilde)  thus  expressed  himself: 

"  But  it  has  been  said,  snd  will  be  said,  the  money 
of  the  nation  fs  in  the  selected  bulcs— it  will  do  no 
rod  to  ronore  it— wiU  70a  not  pnnide  for  its  safe- 
Keeiring  Aeref  I  answer,  fiuk^.  No  I  I  will  not 
oonseente  usurpation  by  law.  They  have  sdaed 
npon  the  l^easnry.  Unless  we,  its  constltuticBial 
gnardiauB,  can  restore  it  its  safe  and  proper  de- 
poutoty,  let  them  keep  it  till  they  can  be  impeat^ied. 
if  tyranny  will  not  rouse  the  people,  ruin  wiU." 

It  is  here  distinctly  avowed,  in  anticipation 
that  snch  a  measure  as  this  would  probably  be 
brought  forward,  that  it  wa«  to  be  oppdW, 
Indeed,  there  is  reason  to  donbt  whether  ^ere 
be  any  measure  connected  with  tibe  revenue, 
short  of  the  reoharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  or  tending  ultimately  to  produce  its  re- 
oharter, which  can  receive  the  support  of  a 
part  of  'thls  House. 

The  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
ICeana,  in  iheir  coxmter  report  npon  the  sub- 
Ject  m  the  deposits,  maintun  that,  "  if  the  pres- 
ent bank  is  not  to  be  rechartwed,  something  to 
regalate  the  currency  must  be  provided  in  its 
place.  The  plan  of  the  Seoretai7  nvesover  the 
regolation  to  State  banks,  whieh  will  themselves 
be  promoters  of  the  disorder.  The  country 
requires  something  that  will  regalate  the  State 
bonks."  That  "State  banks  and  their  opera- 
tions are  to  be  controlled  and  not  the  controlling 
power,  in  the  execution  of  such  a  deugn." 

Now,  sir,  I  a£Brm  that  there  is  no  power 
given  to  Congress,  by  the  consdtntion,  to  create 
anch  a  regohtor.  I  am  not  about  to  go  at 
largo  into  the  qnestion  of  the  power  ot  Con- 
gress, under  the  constitution,  to  create  ft  bank. 
The  power,  I  will,  however,  say,  is  maintained 
by  its  advocates,  npon  the  exohirive  ground 
that  a  hank  is  neoessaiy  as  a  Government  ag^nt 
in  the  execution  of  erane  express  power.  The 
power  has  never  been  plAoed,  even  by  the 
boldest  of  its  advocates,  upon  the  ground  that 
such  an  institution  was  necessary  to  r^pilate 
and  control  the  paper  cnrrency  of  the  States. 
This  startling  doctrine  is  now,  it  is  believed,  for 
the  first  time  assumed  in  an  official  paper  ema- 
nating fi^m  and  having  the  sanction  of  a  minor- 
ity of  a  committee  of  this  House.  What  are 
the  powers  of  Congress  in  regard  to  the  cur- 
rency  f  Congress  may  "  ooin  money  and  regu- 
late the  valne  thereof; "  but  this  they  do  hy 
fixing  by  law  the  value  oi  gold  and  rilver  coin ; 
and  this  power  is  executed  by  the  mint,  and 
not  by  the  bank.  The  a^^nment  is,  that  a 
national  bank  is  necessary  as  a  regalator  of  the 
paper  currency  of  the  States.  If  this  be  so, 
then  Congress  have  conferred  npon  a  corpora- 
tion of  its  own  creation,  a  power.which  they  do 
not  themselves  possess.  Congress  possess  no 
power,  either  express  or  inplied,  to  create  m 
You  m— 8S 
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agent  to  regulate  the  paper  carren<9-  of  the 
States.  It  is  a  power  and  a  check  thrown  over 
the  States,  wholly  unknown  to  t^e  constitn- 
tion.  To  create  an  arbitrary  regulator  of 
paper  currency,  without  a  competitor,  whioh 
may  contract  or  expand  its  issues  at  pieasure, 
is  to  put  in  its  power  the  r^^tion  of  th« 
money  price  of  the  whole  property  <^  tibe  coon- 
try.  By  contracting  its  issues  it  makes  money 
scarce,  and,  in  proportion  to  its  scarcity,  ^i* 
more  valnable,  and  thus  reduces  the  money 
price  vt  property.  By  expanding  its  bn^eaa 
it  mal»8  money  abnndint,  and  raises  the  price 
of  property.  A  regolator,  witJumt  any  power 
reserved  anywhere  to  check  omtrol  it,  might 
subject  the  prop»fy  of  every  individnal  tb  md- 
den,  great,  and  ruinous  depreciation.  la  it 
safe  to  commit  the  value  oi  the  whole  proper^ 
of  the  country  to  the  fluotoatitms  in  price  wUw 
such  a  regulator,  in  the  form  of  an  irrespon^lo  ' 
corporation,  may  and  certainly  would  produce  f 
We  have  it  from  high  authority,  the  president 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  himself; 
that  the  State  banks  exist  by  the  forbearanoe 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
"  there  are  very  few  State  banks  whidi  mi^t 
not  have  been  destn^rcd  by  the  mrtion  of  uw 
power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statei." 
Ought  snoh  a  power  of  destruction  to  be  graidad 
to  any  cmporation !  Was  such  a  power  deemed  to 
be  neoessary  by  the  firamers  of  the  constitution  t 

In  the  memorial  of  the  bank  for  a  renewal  of 
Its  charter,  presented  to  Congress  December  IB, 
1810,  the  same  objections  were  urged  against 
the  employment  of  State  banks  that  are  now 
heard  from  thoee  who  ftdvocate  the  reehartir 
of  the  preaeat  bank. 

But  this  argument  of  tiie  hank  did  not  oon- 
vinoe  the  Co^ress  of  1810,  and  the  rocharter 
wasrefiued. 

In  a  report  made  to  Congress  by  Hr.  GU- 
latin,  then  Beoretmy  of  tiie  Treasnry,  on  tha 
10th  of  January,  1811,  npoo  the  sntgeot  o£  die 
reoharter  of  the  <dd  bank,  it  is  express^  oonoed- 
ed  that  a  national  bank  is  not  indispensaUs^ 
either  as  a  government  agent  aa  a  r^folatrar 
of  currency.  In  that  report  it  is  furthermore 
expressly  admitted  that  "  State  banks  may  ba 
used  "  as  Government  agents,  "  without  any  in- 
saperable  difficulty."  IDie  report  states:  "That 
the  public  moneys  are  safer  by  being  weekly 
deposited  In  hanks,  instead  of  accumulating  in 
the  hands  of  collectors,  is  Mf-evident.  Andtn^ 
transmission,  whenever  this  may  be  wanted, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  pqrments  in  other 
places  tlun  those  of  oollectaon,  cannot,  with  ai^ 
convenience,  be  effected  on  a  large  soale^  in  an 
extensive  country,  except  throng  the  medhim 
of  banks,  or  of  pereons  acting  as  bonkers.  The 
question,  therefore,  is.  whether  a  bonk  inoor- 
porated  by  the  United  States,  or  a  number  of 
banks  incorporated  by  the  several  States,  be 
most  convenient  for  those  porposes.  State 
banks  may  be  used,  and  must,  in  case  of  a  non- 
renewal of  the  charter,  be  oaed  by  the  Treas- 
nry. Frepanta7  arrangemoitB  have  already 
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been  made  to  that  efi^t,  and  it  is  believed  that 
'010  ordUiaiy  bosiDess  will  be  transacted,  throQf^h 
their  medinm,  with  less  couTenieQce,  and  in 
■ome  respects,  with  perhqie  less  safetj  than  at 
present,  bat  without  any  insnperable  difficnl- 
indeed,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
matei  oonm  be  removed  witiiont  aflksting  either 
Its  nnmeroDs  debtors,  the  other  moneyed  Insti- 
tiitione,  or  the  corenlation  of  the  eonnttyf  thn 
mdinarj  fiscal  operations  of  QoTenunent  would 
not  be  materially  deranged,  and  might  be  car- 
ried on  by  means  of  another  general  hank,  or 
of  State  hanks.  But  the  transition  will  be  at- 
tended with  maoh  indiridoal,  and  probably 
with  no  iDcooBldMitble  pablio  iiynry.  It  is  im- 
poerible  that  an  iiistitatioa  which  circulates 
thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  whom  the 
merchants  owe  fourteen,  shoold  terminate  its 
opamtimu,  partioolariy  In  the  premit  unfhTor* 
mm  atata  of  the  Amenotn  oommeree,  and  after 
(be  great  Iosks  lately  experienoed  abroad,  with- 
out giving  a  Mriona  diook  to  oommermal,  bank- 
faig,  and  national  credit." 

State  banks,  then,  were  not  regarded  by  Mr. 
Gallatin  as  inoapahle  of  doim;  the  pablio  baai- 
-ness ;  and  I  nnoertake  to  amrm,  and  to  prove, 
tiiat  they  were  not  so  regarded  even  by  the  Con- 
gress oi  1816,  by  which  the  charter  to  the  pres- 
ent bank  was  granted.  It  is  clear,  from  that 
charter  itself  uiat  State  banks  were  looked  to 
as  depoBltoriee  of  the  public  money,  and  were 
eoD^dcved  competent  to  perform  tiie  doties  of 
fiscal  agwits  of  GovemmeDt  By  the  14tii  gen- 
eral tegolatiim  itf  tbe  11th  aeetiMi  of  that  (£ar- 
ter,  It  will  be  fhnnd  that  Oongren  reaemd  to 
Itoelf  no  power  to  require  the  eetabltthment  of 
any  branch  of  that  bank  in  any  ol  the  StaAes. 
They  might  by  law  require  the  estahlii^meut  of 
a  branch  within  the  District  of  Columbia.  If 
the  bank  had  failed  or  refased  to  eetablish  any 
other  branch  in  any  other  place,  can  it  he  mun- 
talned  that  the  Government  would  have  been 
ounpeUed  to  make  the  whole  deposit  of  its 
rerenoe,  collected  as  it  is  at  so  many  points  dis- 
tant from  each  other,  either  in  the  principal  bank 
at  I^iladelphta,  or  its  branch  in  Washington? 
Had  no  other  branch  been  established,  would 
tbeee  have  been  the  only  proper  depoettories? 
The  tame  article  of  the  bank  charter,  it  Is  true, 
provldie  that  Oongress  may  by  law  require  the 
establishment  of  a  branch  "in  any  State  in 
irhich  two  thousand  shares  shall  have  been 
■nbecribed  or  may  hS  held,  whenever,  vpoa  ap- 
pUoation  of  the  Legislature  of  snob  State,"  they 
may  be  requested  to  do  so.  Before  Oongress  can 

Ca  law  requiring  the  establishment  of  a 
loh  in  any  State,  two  contingenaes  must 
happen :  first,  two  thousand  shares  of  the  stock 
of  the  bank  must  be  held  by  citizens  of  such 
State ;  and,  secondly,  application  must  be  made 
to  OoDgren  by  the  Leginlatore  of  such  State, 
raqneiting  OoDgtese  to  pass  a  law  fbr  that  pnr- 
pose.  If  both  of  theee  oontingendes  shall  not 
happen,  Congreea  cannot  require  the  establish- 
ment of  mob  tnanoh.  But  to  show  the  more 
(deaziy  that  the  enqdoymant  (tf  State  banka  was 
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contemplated  and  looked  to  by  the  frunera  of 
that  charter,  the  same  article  ftarther  pronte 
that  "  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directs  (tf  tita 
said  corporation,  from  time  to  time,  to  enpln 
any  other  bank  or  banks,  to  be  fint  upunm 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamy,  at  any  pk» 
or  places  that  they  may  deem  aafo  aod  pn^, 
to  manage  and  transact  the  bnriness  prcnoHd 
as  aforoaaid,  other  than  tiie  porposea  of  ^ 
count,  to  be  managed  and  tranaaetad  by  nch 
offioers,  nnder  mok  agreemmts,  and  nt^ect  to 
such  regulations,  aa  tiiey  ^all  deem  just  ud 
proper."  But  thouglulawfbl  tfaos  to 
State  banks,  yet  no  power  is  reserved  Thereby 
to  compel  the  Bank  of  the  United  StatM  to  do 
so.   If  the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States  bad  fiul- 
ed,  or  refused,  either  to  establish  brandte^or 
to  employ  the  SUte  banks  selected  and  "fint 
^iproved  by  th^  Seoretwr  of  the  Tmmrf,' 
wonld  the  Secretary  have  been  oomidlBd  to 
keq>  the  whole  public  traasan  at  Fhikda^ 
and  Washington  f  WonldnotthepaUicGoanB- 
ienoe  have  required  the  selectioo,  by  the  lieal 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  of  State  bmki,  n 
the  depositories  and  affente  of  the  Tretmrrt 
This  had  always  been  a<Hie,  before  tiist  period, 
by  the  head  of  that  Department  State  bub 
were  at  that  time,  and  had  been  from  the  eariiert 
periods  of  tho  Government,  employed  u  so^ 
depomtories  and  agents.   Was  it  intMided  to 
limit  the  power  of  the  Treaanry  to  cmtiniie  their 
employment,  or  to  change  the  praoticet  Indeed, 
by  the  16th  section  of  the  Bank  charter,^ 
money  oi  the  United  States  is  to  bedapoitod 
only  "in  places  in  which  the  slid  beu  ih 
brancdiee  there<tf  may  be  eatahUahed."  u 
places  where  there  was  no  bank  or  braaehe^ 
the  State  banka  were  necessarily  to  be  eoq^* 
ed,  and  they  have  been  ever  nnoe,  aa  vdl » 
before  the  date  of  that  diarter,  so  emplo]r<^ 
Since  the  date  of  that  oliarter,  nnmerow  State 
banks  have  been  constantly  em|doyedssdep(ifr 
itories  in  places  where  no  brani^  of  the  UnitM 
States  Bank  was  established ;  and  in  worn  Jo- 
stances,  in  places  in  which  such  brandbes 
ed ;  and  this  witiiout  objeoticm  from  the  tpank, 
or  any  other  quarter,  until  recently.  That 
provisions  of  the  bank  charter,  to  which  I  hnt 
called  the  attenticm  of  the  House,  distiMW 
reoogni^ng,  as  they  do,  the  employmeat  of 
State  banks,  prove,  1st  That  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  is  not  tiie  Treasuiyl  8d.  Thit 
it  ia  not  the  only  legal  or  proper  depoaitorf  n 
the  pnUio  mmiey ;  and,  8d.  -That,  in  the  i^* 
ion  of  the  Oongress  of  1816,  State  banka  wa« 
to  ooatinne  to  be  employed ;  that  thejr  oontesH 
plated  their  employment  by  the  Tressary ; 
that  even  the  authors  of  the  bank  charter  tbaia- 
sdves  regarded  them  aa  c<Hnpetent  fiscal 
able  to  perform,  as  they  had  in  fiact  befora  that 
time  pwformed,  all  the  duties  and  serricea  i*- 
quired  by  tho  Govemment 

The  argnment,  then,  so  mvoh  rdied  opw  to 
prove  the  incompetency  of  the  State  baau,  and 
the  neoesaitr  m  a  nstional  instttaticn,  J 
Government  agent  and  xsgolatar  td  eairanqri 
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•eems  to  be  not  only  without  jast  foondatliHif  but 
to  be  wboUf  disproTed,  botb  by  the  authorities 
cited  and  the  practice  of  the  QoTemmwt  fit>m 
the  date  of  its  oi^aniaUion.  I  hesitate  not  to 
affirm  that  the  Btato  bukB,  if  banks  are  to  be 
employed  in  aid  of  the  Treasury  in  the  colloc- 
tion  and  disbursement  of  the  public  rereone, 
areas  eompetent  as  any, national  institution 
can  be.  The  suf^Nwed  necessity  for  a  national 
institution  to  perfonn  the  double  fhndifm  of 
public  agent  and  r^nlatOT  of  the  currency,  1)6- 
mg  unanatalned  iqKm  any  inindida  of  sound 
reami^ttg  or  ooastitatkaial  omstmotion,  can 
constitute  no  solid  oUeotion  to  the  proposed 
employment  of  other  oonks,  or  to  r«t;ulations 
by  ttiTf  "  presoribinff  the  mode  of  selection,  the 
■eoutities  to  be  tuMi,  and  the  manner  and 
terms  on  which  they  are  to  be  employed." 

I  shall  briefly  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  detidls  of  this  bill.  The  bill  proTides, 
Ist  "The  mode  <^  selection;"  2d.  "The 
securities  proper  to  be  token and,  8d.  **  The 
manner  and  terms  on  which  they  are  to  be 
employed."  By  the  ezistins  law,  the  Secretary 
ofw  Tnaaory  poaaessea  the  power  to  aele^ 
the  banks  of  depomt,  to  preacribe  the  terms 
and  eonditioiu  <a  theor  em^yraoit,  and  to 
diaoontinne  at  pleasure.  The  bill  omtinues 
the  power  of  making  the  aelections  in  the  first 
instance  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon 
certain  terms  and  conditions  prescribed,  but 
when  once  selected,  he  is,  by  the  Sth  section, 
^in^essly  prohibited  from  discontinuing  any 
such  bank  as  a  depodtory,  ^  so  long  as  the  said 
bank  shall  continue  to  do  and  perform  the 
several  duties  and  services  required  to  be  per- 
formed "  b^  the  bill,  and  "  so  long  as  ^dd  bank 
ahall  oontmue  to  be  in  all  respects  a  safe 
depontoiy  of  the  public  money."  It  is  mily 
ior  lUlore  or  lefiuw,  on  the  put  ct  tnj  bank 
ctfdeporit  to  perfimn  the  duties  and  aervices 
prescribed  and  stipulated  to  be  performed,  or 
that  it  shall  have  so  extended  or  oonduoted 
its  bo^neae  as  to  render  it  an  unsafe  deposi- 
tory, that  the  public  moneys  which  it  may 
hold  on  deposits  are  to  be  removed.  And  if 
Congress  be  in  sesnon,  it  cannot  even  then  be 
discontinued  without  the  "  approbation  of  Con- 
neas.  previonsly  obtuned."  In  the  recess  of 
Congress,  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
authorized  to  remove  the  public  moneys  for 
the  causes  cmly  already  stated,  and  in  that 
case  ia  required  to  "  report  to  Ckmgres^  at  ttie 
commencement  ct  the  next  seaaiiHi,  the  fkota 
and  reaacviB  which  have  Induced  aiidi  dikctm- 
tinnance.'*  B]r  another  provision  in  tiie  bill, 
the  pow^  IB  vxpmAy  reserved  to  Congress  at 
any  time  to  pan  a  "law  for  the  removal  of  the 
pubUc  mtmey  from  any  of  the  said  banks." 
The  power  reserved  to  Congress  to  remove  is 
abaolnte.  Congress  may  by  law  order  a  dta- 
eontinnance  of  any  of  the  selected  banks  as 
depositoriesj  at  its  mere  will.  The  Secretary, 
by  tbe  provisions  of  the  bill,  possesses  no  such 
power.  He  can  only  remove  the  put>iio 
money  from  their  keeping  for  tbe  causes 
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specified  in  the  bill,  and  which  have  htm. 
already  stated.  So  long,  ther^ore,  as  any  bank 
selected  as  a  depository  shall  perform  tbe 
Btq)nIation8  of  its  contract  and  shul  remain  ia 
a  ufe  oraidition,  it  will  hold  the  public  mon^ 
on  deporit,  not  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Ezeo- 
otive,  but  independent  of  him.  Neither  tike 
<8iginal  selection,  nor  the  continued  employ- 
ment of  these  banks  by  the  Treasury,  mtder 
such  circumstances  as  the  bill  provides,  can  by 
possibility  be  used  as  a  GommneDt  patnmage^ 
to  eontim  or  in  any  degree  faftiMi^^  tiliem  in 
their  operaticma. 

The  power  of  making  tiie  original  selecUou 
was  continued  in  the  head  of  the  Treaaioy 
Department — first,  because  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  finances,  and  the  aafo-ke^ing  and 
disbursement  ctf  the  pnbUo  money  according 
to  law,  appropriately  belongs  to  that  officer, 
and  have  always  been  confided  to  him;  and, 
secondly,  because  the  selections  could  be  made 
by  him  as  conveniently,  and  with  as  much 
safety  to  the  public,  as  regards  the  secnrilr  ot 
public  money,  as  by  any  other  officer.  It  ia 
tme  that  OonKreaa  might,  by  law,  deslgnata 
the  banks  in  which  the  public  mmeys  ahul  be 
k«>t  And  die  committee  who  prepared  tills 
bifl,  in  their  report,  state  that  **tnere  ooiQd  ba 
no  objection  to  that  mode,  provided  it  be 
deemed  practicable  to  make  the  selections  in 
such  manner  as  to  protect  and  preserve  the 
public  fUnds  to  be  deposited  therem."  It  was 
believed,  however,  that  Congress,  from  ita 
numbers  and  oi^anization,  eoold  not  so  con- 
veniently ascertain  the  condition  and  safety  of 
the  banks  to  be  selected  as  tbe  principal  officer 
of  the  Government.  Another  suggestion  haa 
been  made,  and  that  is,  that  all  the  banks  at 
the  jwint  or  place  where  the  rerenne  m^y  be 
received,  and  which  may  be  found  to  be  In  a 
aafo  oondit&on,  shall  be  employed  in  prvportim 
to  their  respective  capital.  The  ol^ectltm  to 
this  plan  is,  tliat  it  woold  too  mneh  dl^tene 
the  pubUc  fonds,  produce  unnecessary  oom- 
pUerami  in  the  acooonts  of  the  Treasury,  and 
some  inconvenience  in  making  disbursementa, 
eqiedally  of  large  amounts,  for  the  pubUo 
service.  Tbe  plan  adopted  by  the  bill  con- 
tinoes  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
power  of  making  the  selections  with  the 
restrictions  over  his  power  of  discontinuance 
already  stated.  He  la  to  select  "  such  of  the 
banks,  incorporated  by  the  several  States,  as 
may  be  located  at  or  eonvudent  to  tiw  prarta 
or  {daoea  at  whidi  the  revennea  majv  be 
oolleeted and  at  the  prhunpal  p<dnts  «  o(d- 
lection,  in  the  principal  dttes,  where  lu^ 
amounts  are  reoeived,  he  Is  required  to  select 
at  least  two  banks,  provided  that  tfaey  be,  "  in 
his  opinion,  safe  depositories  of  the  publio 
money,  and  shall  be  wining  to  undertake  to  do 
and  perform  the  several  duties  and  services, 
and  to  conform  to  the  several  conditions  pre- 
scribed by  the  bill. 

Sd.  The  bill  next  provides  "the  leouritiea 
proper  to  be  taken."  Before  any  bank  ahall 
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be  selected,  the  third  aectioD  requires  that  the 
Secretanr  shall  be  furnished  with  a  fail  state- 
ment of  its  condition  and  business,  that  he 
maj  be  enabled  to  Judge  of  its  safety.  Being 
first  satisfied  from  tai  inspection  of  such  a 
statement,  and  from  other  sources  of  informa- 
tion within  his  reach,  that  a  given  bank  would 
be  a  safe  depoutory,  and  woold  be  willing  to 
receive  the  publio  money  on  depout,  upon  the 
tenna  of  the  bilL  b«  is  aathoiized  to  make  the 
Bdection ;  and  by  the  Sth  section  he  is  an- 
thorized  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the 
selected  banks.  With  a  view  to  the  con- 
tinued safety  oi  the  pabUe  ftands  in  any  of  the 
selected  banks,  he  u  authorised  to  require 
them,  as  one  of  the  conditions  upon  wnich 
they  are  to  hold  the  public  deposits,  that  they 
shiul  fornix  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as 
required,  not  exceeding  ouce  a  week,  such 
statements  of  their  condition  and  business,  and 
shall  also  agree  to  permit  an  inspection  of  the 
general  accoants  in  the  books  of  the  bank,  as 
shall  relate  to  such  statements.  And  as  an  ad- 
ditional security  to  the  public,  tiie  Secretary  la, 
by  the  7th  sectim,  authorized,  whenever  in  his 
Jnd^ent  the  same  shall  be  necessary,  to  take 
additional  or  collateral  security  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  moneys  deposited  in  any 
of  the  selected  banks ;  and  for  the  faith^ 
performance  of  the  duties  and  services  which 
any  such  bank  may  by  its  contract  have  stipu- 
lated toperform. 

8d.  The  bill  provides  the  "  manner  and 
terms  "  on  which  the  banks  selected  are  to  bo 
employed. 

They  are,  1st.  To  credit  the  Treasury  for  all 
deposits  as  specie. 

Sd.  To  pay  all  checks,  warrants,  or  drafts, 
drawn  on  such  deponta,  in  specie,  if  required 
by  the  holder  thereo£ 

8d.  To  pay  its  notes  and  biUs  in  ^woie  on 
douand, 

4th.  To  furnish  the  Government  the  neces- 
sary facilities  for  transferring  the  public  funds 
from  iJace  to  place  within  the  United  States 
and  tiie  Territories  thereof,  and  for  distribut- 
ing the  same  in  the  payment  of  the  public 
oroditors,  without  cbai:^g  commisnons  or 
d^ing  allowance  on  account  of  differmoe  of 
ezchaoge. 

6th.  That  no  bank  selected  as  a  depository 
of  the  public  money,  shall,  after  the  8d  of 
Uaroh,  1686,  issue  or  use  any  note  or  bUl  of 
less  denomimitioii  than  five  dollars. 

These  several  conditions  and  terms  of  em- 
^oymeut  are  at  once  self-evident,  and  will  re- 
quire that  I  shonld  add  but  a  word  or  two  by 
way  of  explanation.  The  general  scope  and  tenor 
isj  to  make  the  public  money,  wherever  deposit- 
ed, equal  to  specie,  and  to  secure  the  transmis- 
sion of  funds  from  place  to  place,  where  money 
m^y  be  remiired  to  be  disbursed,  free  of 
expense  to  uie  Government,  and  by  making 
it  the  interest  of  ^e  deposit  bonks  in  oon- 
sideratdon  of  the  use  of  the  deposits,  when  not 
oaUed  tat  for  the  public  service^  to  induce 
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them,  after  a  given  fdtnre  day,  to  cease  issolog 
small  notes,  and  thereby  gradually  introdnee 
in  their  stead  a  metallio  circolation.  At  & 
still  more  distant  day  it  may  be  proper  to 
extend  the  latter  condition  to  banks  issmng 
notes  or  bills  of  a  less  denomination  than  tens 
or  twenties,  but  it  was  not  deemed  necessary 
to  embrace  such  a  •provision  in  this  biH  If 
it  be  deemed  expement.  Congress  voij  here- 
after extend  the  law  (slunldtbe  biQpau)  i& 
this  respect 

With  a  view  to  attdn  the  same  end,  the  bill 
contains  a  fttrther  provision,  that,  after  the  3d  of 
Harch,  1886,  the  notes  or  bills  of  no  bank  ahiU 
be  received  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  tbe 
United  States,  which  shall,  after  that  date,  iasm 
any  note  or  bill  of  less  denomination  than  five 
dollars.  In  regard  to  the  banks  of  deposit,  it 
id  imposed,  as  a  condition  upon  which  tbejr 
shall  DC  employed,  that  they  shall,  after  i 
given  fature  day,  cease  to  issae  or  nse  snuH 
notes ;  and  in  regard  to  all  s^wcie-pajiDS 
banks,  the  deport  banks  indikded,  it  is  made  i 
condition  upon  which  the  United  Statti  wiu 
agree  to  receive  their  notes  or  bills  in  wmest 
of  public  dues.  The  latter  proviMon  is  hnt  a 
modification  of  the  joint  resolation  of  Oongresi 
of  the  80th  of  AiKTil^  1816,  under  which  the 
notes  of  solvent  specie-paying  banks  are  doit 
received  in  payment  to  the  United  Stata  i 
That  resolution  prohibits  the  oollectors  of  the  | 
revenue  from  receiving  any  thing  but  the  legs) 
currency,  (gold  or  edlver  coin,)  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  the  notes  of  EOth 
other  banks  as  may  redeem  their  notes  in 
specie.  This  resolution  of  1816,  by  prohibiting 
the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  any  bank  vhi^  , 
does  not  redeem  its  bills  in  nede,  makes  it  the 
interest  of  all  banks  which  wuh  to  ohtiiB 

reral  oredit  and  circulation  for  their  not^ 
having  them  received  bi  payment  of  tw 
revenue,  to  continue  the  payment  of  specie 'w  i 
their  notes  on  demand ;  and  so  this  promon  | 
in  this  bill  is  designed  to  make  it  the  interest 
of  all  banks,  which  desire  to  obtiun  for  their 
notes  alike  general  circulation  and  credit, by 
having  them  received  by  the  United  States  m 
payment  of  debts,  to  cease  to  issue  snutl 
notes.   This  proviuon  cannot  be  regarded 
an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  regnl^ 
the  paper  currency  of  the  State  banks— ftff  the 
constitutional  power  to  do  tiiis  has  alroady  been 
denied — but  as  a  deolaraticHi  on  the  partw 
CoQf^ress  of  what  kind  of  money 
received  in  pigment  ctf  public  duea.  This 
power  Congress  have  a  dear  right  to  exercise ;  i 
and  if^  as  a  consequence  flowmg  from 
dedaration,  the  State  banks  duul  vdnntani? 
co-operate,  and,  for  example,  resume  sg&^ 
payment,  as  most  of  tiiem  did  shortly  after  tha 
resolution  of  1816,  or  as  they  may,  should  thu  i 
bill  become  a  law,  cease  to  issue  small  notes  | 
after  March,  1886,  in  order  that  their  other 
notes,  of  other  denominations,  may  be  received 
by  the  United  States— such  a  conseqnenoe 
would  be  a  legitimate  one:  and  jet,  ia 
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another  case,  irotild  OoDgrese  have  interfered 
to  regulate  the  paper  cnrrency  which  they 
issue.  If  all  the  State  hanks,  after  the  resolu- 
tion of  1816,  had  suspended  specie  payment, 
as  they  might,  the  revenite  would  have  been 
collected  in  coin.  They  chose,  however, 
Tolontarily,  to  pay  specie  for  their  notes ;  and, 
aa  they  did  so,  the  United  States  permitted 
the  notes  of  many  of  them  to  be  receired. 
And  so,  if  this  bUl  shall  pus,  and  the  State 
banks  ah^  after  the  8d  of  Kanh,  1886, 
TolantarOy  continne  to  issoe  email  notes,  their 
notes  of  other  denominations  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  be  received  by  the  United  States; 
hat  if  they  choose  to  cease  the  inning  of  saoh 
notes,  then  their  other  notes  may  he  received 
In  payment.  It  is  wholly  volantary  on  the 
part  of  the  State  hanks.  They  may  or  may 
not  oontinae  to  pay  specie ;  they  may  or  may 
not  cease  to  issae  small  notes.  There  is  no 
attempt  to  check  or  control  them  by  Congress. 
If  they  Tolontarily  cease  to  issoe  nnall  notes 
after  the  day  mentioned  in  the  bill,  and  it  is 
bdieved  most  ot  them,  and  espeoially  those 
of  large  capitals  will,  »  is  not  donbted  that 
tiie  ourrenoy  tbey  dreolato  will  be  ia  a  soaad- 
er'  state,  and  the  country  gradaally  Aimifdied 
with  an  Increased  metallic  circulation,  to  fill  the 
vacnam  ocoarioned  by  the  withdrawal  from 
oircolation  ot  the  smaU  notes  at  present  issoed 
by  them. 

An  amendment  of  the  ezisting  Iaw&  rega- 
latang  the  relative  valoe  of  the  gold  and  silver 
coins  of  the  United  States^  and  the  valne  of  for- 
dgn  coins,  conatitntes  an  important  part  of  the 
scheme  of  onrrencty  of  Hie  Seeretwy  of  the 
Ttefumy,  as  eommaniaat«d  in  his  letter  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means — and  which 
accompanies  their  report  with  this  bill.  Bnt 
as  the  sabject  of  r^jolatjng  the  valne  of  the 
coios  ia  embraced  in  other  hills  apon  yoar 
table,  I  will  reserve  any  thing  further  which  I 
may  nave  to  say  apon  the  subject  of  the  cur- 
rency, (if^  indeed,  I  shall  say  any  thing,)  antil 
those  bills  come  np  for  consideration. 

The  bill  contams  another  provision :  that 
the  Secretary  shall  annoally  report  to  Oongress 
tiie  banks  in  the  employment  of  the  Treasnry 
— and  that,  nntil  other  selections  are  made  hy 
him,  the  banks  at  present  holding  the  deposits 
shall  continue  to  be  tiie  depo^tories.  It  will 
he  at  all  times  in  the  power  of  Congress,  by 
eaUs  made  npon  the  Secretary,  to  know  the 
•monnt  of  pobUc  money  in  each,  and  the  state 
and  condition  of  each,  as  regards  its  safety, 

I  have  now  gone  through  with  the  sub- 
stantial deteils  of  this  bilL  Shoold  it  pass,  I 
believe  its  proviaons  such  as  fblly  to  guard 
and  secure  the  public  money  deposited  and  to 
be  deposited  in  the  State  banks. 

Ur.  FosTRB  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  While  he  stated  briefly  some  of  the 
reasons  which  determined  him  in  the  vote  he 
should  ^ve  on  the  bill  under  oonsideratioQ. 
Ho  had  Tory  much  desired,  at  an  earlier 
period,  to  have  preaented  lus  views  at  large, 
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on  the  great  sabject  with  which  this  bill  was 
connected ;  hut,  in  common  with  many  other 
sentlemen,  he  had  been  cut  off  by  tiiat  anspar- 
mg  weapon,  the  previous  question.  Of  this  he 
should  not  now  complain ;  he  had  no  doubt  that 
those  by  whom  the  former  debates  had  been 
arrested  had  very  good  reasons  for  the  coarse 
they  parsned,  partumlarly  those  who  had  been 
allowed  a  mj  or  two  to  express  their  own 
opinlcms;  and  it  was  &r  from  his  Intentdcm 
either  to  deny  th^  righto  or  question  tbdr 
liberality.  Bat,  as  he  had  thus  been  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  Justifying  the  votes  he 
had  been  called  on  to  ^ve,  be  should  avail 
himself  of  this  occamon  to  do  so.  He  should 
not,  however,  attempt  to  go  into  a  general 
discosKon  of  the  sali}ect,  bat  to  owfine  himself 
to  a  few  prominent  points. 

Kr.  F.  said  he  belonged  to  that  small 
miuortty  in  the  House  who  had  been  so 
frequently  ohaiged  with  inconsistency  in  mun- 
taining  me  nnconstitatimialjty  4tf  the  bank 
charter,  and  yet  advocating  a  restoration  of 
the  publio  deponta  to  the  bank ;  a  measure 
whidi,  it  ia  alleged,  is  £reot^  calculated  to 
effbot  a  renewal  of  the  ohartw  of  tiiat  instifat- 
tion. 

Ur.  F.  begged  leave  to  refer  the  House  to 
the  votes  which  he  had  heretofore  given,  as 
the  best  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  his 
opinions  as  to  a  recbarter  of  the  bank.  Two 
years  ago  he  had  voted,  in  all  its  stages,  against 
the  bill  providing  fbr  ue  recbarter.  He  voted 
for  the  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  during  the  present  session, 
deeluing  that  tlie  bank  onght  not  to  be  re- 
chartered  ;  and  he  dumld  give  a  rimilar  vote 
whenever  the  same  question  was  presented  to 
him,  so  I<mg  as  the  constitotaon  remidned  as  it 
now  is.  He  denied  that  Oongress  had  the 
rif^t  to  grant  such  a  charter ;  and  until  the 
power  was  conferred  hy  an  amendment  ot 
the  constitution,  the  policy  or  expediency  of 
such  an  institution  were  questioos  into  which 
be  should  not  in<|aire.  And  Mr.  F.  wonid 
here  remark  thatj  if  he  could  persuade  lumself 
that  the  decided  mtjority  who  voted  for  the 
resolution  declaring  that  the  bank  ou^bt  not  to 
be  chartered  acted  on  the  same  oonsiderations 
which  inflaenoed  him^he  should  regard  the 
deoinon  as  a  great  tnnmph  of  constitotional 
principle.  Bnt  he  would  not  dee^ve  himself ; 
he  could  not  flatter  himself  with  any  such 
belief;  he  should  not  affect  to  enjoy  sa<di  a 
triumph.  What  are  the  faotot  Are  there  not 
members  of  this  House  now  voting  that  the 
bulk  ought  not  to  be  reohartered,  who,  two 
years  ago,  voted  for  the  bill  renewing  the 
charter?  And  can  it  be  supposed  that  these 
gentlemen  have  any  constitational  scruples  at 
to  the  power  of  Oongress  over  the  sul^eot?  It 
is  not  long  since  the  Legidature  of  one  of  the 
most  important  States  of  the  Union,  (Peiuisyl' 
vania,)  by  an  almost  nnanimous  vote,  declared 
that  ttie  hank  ought  to  be  recbartered ;  and 
now  (llx.  F.  hopM  he  should  give  no  offenoe 
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this  ftUiuioD)  M>me  of  the  members  of  that 
Lefialotorc,  -who  ezpr«BBed  that  opinion,  having 
been  tranaferred  to  seats  on  tbia  floor,  vote 
that  the  bank  ongbt  not  to  be  rechartered. 
Many  other  gentlonen,  to<x  vho  readily  gave 
the  lime  vote,  hare  no  hentitioa  in  conceding 
to  OowTWB  the  power,  and  are  decddedJy  in 
fimw  of  fOofa  an  inatitation.  Hr.  F.  wsa  there- 
fine  deiffived  of  the  high  gratification  vhich 
the  vote  on  the  resoluUon  to  which  he  had 
aOnded  was  oalotdatod  to  afford. 

Mr.  V.  objected  to  this  bill,  because  it  was 
givfaiK  the  sanction  of  Oonnress  to  what  he 
ooandered  the  illegal  act  in  the  ExeonUve  in 
remoTbg  the  deposits.  But  more  than  this : 
it  not  only  acqniesoes  in,  bnt  oanies  out,  the 
Minci|^  assnmed  by  Uie  Presidmt  in  his 
"  cabinet  paper,"  and  more  distinctly  clumed 
In  a  docnment  which  has  acquired  some 
BOtorie^,  oonunonly  called  the  proteat  Vhat 
mra  thoae  priiuipln  I  Why,  that  the  8ecre- 
taiT  (tf  Ae  ^eaamy  ia  an  ezecatiTe  officer, 
and  tlwrefore  entirdy  snljeet  to  execntire 
aontrol;  and  that  whaterer  power  is  oonfer- 
Md,  or  daty  imposed,  on  the  Secretary  by 
Congress,  ia  to  be  executed  under  the  saper- 
Tirion  and  direction  of  the  President.  The 
President  has  indeed  gone  farther  with  regard 
to  the  public  money,  and  clums  not  only  that 
its  custody  belongs  to  the  Ezecutive  depart- 
ment, but  that  **  Oongress  cannot  take  it  oat 
of  the*  hands  of  that  department  without  an 
assumption  of  exeoutiTe  power,  and  a  subver- 
abnof  the  fliat  prindples  of  thia  oonstitation." 
ICr.  F.  did  not  intend  to  enter  here  {uto  an 
aiaminatiOTi  of  Uiose  extraTagant  and  alonidng 
pretensions ;  the  short  time  which  he  felt  him- 
adf  Justified  in  oconpying,  at  this  late  hour  of 
the  searion,  would  not  allow  him  to  do  so ;  nor 
was  it  at  all  necessary  fc/t  his  present  purpose. 
He  merely  wished  to  call  to  the  recollection 
the  House  the  ground  assnmed  by  the  Presi- 
dent  in  affirming  his  right  to  control  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  exercise  of 
whatever  power  was  conferred  on  him  by 
Oongress,  and  the  avowal  of  his  determination 
to  exenuse  this  light^  and  then  to  poini  out 
the  sanction  we  are  now  called  on  to  give  to 
this  elaUn  of  power.  In  the  very  first  section 
of  Ihe  Ull  nnder  ecmsideration,  tae  Oommittee 
ftf  Ways  and  Keans  propose  to  provide  "  that 
it  shidl  be  the  dnl^  of  the  Sera^ry  of  the 
Treasory  to  select  and  employ,  as  the  depo^- 
ioxim  ^  the  moo^  of  the  United  States,  sudi 
of  the  banks  inoorporated  by  the  several 
States,"  &c  Here,  then,  witii  fair  notice  of 
the  right  asserted  by  the  Prendent,  the  com- 
mittee propose  so  to  regulate  the  deposit  of 
the  poDlio  moneys  as  to  place  them  entir^ 
within  his  custody  and  oontroL  It  was  indeed 
somewhat  remarkable,  that,  with  this  clum  of 
power  staring  them  in  the  fiu^  and  with  the 
pnrftasiians  so  repeatedly  made,  that  the  great 
oltJoet  was  to  gnard  the  pnUio  treasoiy,  ud 
]^noe  it  beyond  exeontive  inter&rcouM^  the 
oommittea  shonld  hsvothoi^it  proper  to 


to  the  Ezdcutlve  to  prescribe  these  safe^aardi, 
and  safest  the  relations  necessary  to  b« 
made.  Yes,  sir,  said  Mr.  F.,  the  comn^tM 
state  in  this  report  that  "they  deemed  it 
proper,  in  a  matter  of  so  rnndi  importann^ 
to  ascertain  firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Ttemuy 
his  opinion  and  views  in  r^vd  to  the  regals' 
tions  proper  to  be  adopted  In  the  empIoTmeiit 
of  the  State  hanks  as  the  depositories  of  the  pub- 
lic money ;  "  and  they  report  to  the  House  tin 
Secretary's  letter,  upon  the  sogKestiom  of 
which  this  bill  is  framed ;  and  as,  Dy  the  nev 
executive  creed,  the  Secretary  is  entinl? 
under  the  control  of  the  President,  thia  letter 
has  donbtiess  received  his  approbsUMi;  n 
that  we  are  now  furnished  witn  an  executive 
project  for  regnlatiog  the  custody  of  the  pablio 
money,  which  is  to  oe  matured  by  Gonireai; 
and,  as  might  have  been  ei^eeted,  the  £Ie^ 
utive,  in  perfect  oonsbtency,  o(mteiiH>litei  bf 
this  pnject  sooh  r^pilations  as  wiU  ware  w 
depodtories  to  its  mecdon  and  vaqHapaemt, 
and  thus  secure  the  custody  which  it  djina. 

Hr.  F.  said  there  was  a  striking  ooiactdenca 
which  he  begged  leave  here  to  notice.  Ba 
was  not  able  to  refer  to  dates,  not  baring  tin 
papers  before  Mm,  (he  refljetted  he  had  not  0 
out  his  impression  was,  t£at  no  great  lengA 
of  time  intervened  between  the  call  open  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  the  oomnuttee, 
his  reply,  and  the  protest.  Thus,  Trbile  the 
admioisti^on  was  asserting  its  claims  to  the 
custody  of  the  public  money  to  one  brandi  c^ 
Congress,  it  was  snbmitttng  to  the  otbw  iti 
sohemo  ibr  oarmng  them  into  effiset. 

And  htfe,  Mr.  f.  aaSi,  the  ressons  igun^ 
the  act  fit  the  Freddent,  in  removing  the 
depodts,  were  most  strikingly  illastrated. 
his  very  act  the  President  had  acquired  a 
control  over  the  public  money,  whiui  oould 
not   be   divested   unless   Congress  sbouid 
past  just  such  a  law  on  the  sobject  sa  wis 
agreeable  to  him.   He  susgeats,  to  be  sure, 
(or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaurj  does,)  that 
provision  be  made  for  depositing  the  public 
money  in  the  State  bai^  under  regnlttiins 
to  be  prescribed  by  Congress;  bnt  the  reiy 
bill  snbmitted  to  oa^roviung  these  rcgolstioii^ 
oonoedsa  to  l3t»  ireddent  the  very  pover 
whidi  he  oldms.  And  does  any  geotteDnn 
believe  that  any  act  which  does  not  virbullr 
contain  this  conoesdon  can  be  passed,  exoept 
by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  Booses  of 
CongreosI  For  instance,  if  the  power  ud 
duties  asdgned  by  this  bill  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  tiie  Treasury  were  conferred  oa,  snd 
confided  to,  the  Oommiadoners  <^  the  Sinking 
Fund,  does  any  one  imagine  that  the  act,  if 
passed  by  Congress,  would  receive  the  sanciioD 
of  the  Freddent  t   No,  dr;  having  dedared 
that  "  the  custody  of  the  publio  money  caoDot 
be  taken  from  the  Executive  withoat  vidating 
the  first  prindple  of  the  oonstitntioD,"  M 
certainly  would  pot  Ua  veto  an.  any  act 
podng  to  oonfloe  this  ensto^l'  to  cwht 
hands. 
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Bat,  althongh  Hr.  F.  was  opposed  to  the 
power  propotied  to  be  yielded  by  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House,  be  desired  to  have  it  amended, 
BO  that,  if  it  passed,  there  sboald  be  nothing 
left  to  misconstmotioD.  Tbe  bill  proposes  (as 
already  remarked)  to  authorize  the  Seoretuy 
ot  the  Treasnnr  to  Bdect  and  employ  the  banks 
<a  depodt.  Mow,  aa  we  were  forewarned  that 
the  Preridmt  will  ohdm  and  ezoroise  what- 
ever power  is  oonfierred  on  the  Secretary,  Mr. 
F.  should  move,  at  a  proper  time,  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  oat  the  words  '*  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasary,"  in  the  first  line  of  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  and  inserting,  in  lien 
tiiereof;  "  the  President  of  the  United  States ; " 
so  that  tbe  authority  intended  to  be  conferred 
should  at  onoe  be  conferred  on  the  functionary 
b^  whom  it  is  claimed,  and  under  whase 
direction  and  control,  even  if  the  bill  passed  in 
its  present  shape,  it  would  be  exercised.  Hr. 
T.  had  nothing  to  conceal;  he  had  always 
fonnd  a  strnght-fGrward  conne  the  safest,  and 
oertiunb  the  moat  hiHiorable.  He  wished  to 
see  if  Congress  was  disposed  to  yield  to  the 
EceeatWe  the  power  it  had  dumed ;  and,  if 
so  disposed^  he  hoped  it  would  be  expressed 
in  (daiu,  mtelltgible  language;  he  wanted 
nothing  onoertun,  nothing  equivocal.  Let 
not  gentlemen  seek  to  obtun,  by  indirection, 
tiiat  which  they  will  not  openly  advocate.  If 
tbey  intend  to  yield  this  power  to  the  Presi- 
dent, as  they  certainly  will  by  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  let  them  say  so,  that  the  people  may 
understand  it;  thoogh  agiunst  such  a  oonoes»OQ 
of  power,  as  well  as  agunst  the  claim  set  up 
to  it,  Mr.  F.  took  oocaadon,  before  Uiis  Hoose 
and  this  country,  in  language  now  consecrated 
by  anthority,  to  enter  liu  "  solemn  protest" 

Iff.  F.  had  objections  to  some  other  of  the 
details  of  this  bilL  Daring  the  discussion  of  this 
great  subject,  the  public  deposits,  he  had  beard 
some  very  powernil  (^peals  made  to  tbe  friends 
<^  State  rights.  He  said  he  was  not  only  sus- 
pected of  belonging  to  that  class,  but  he  was 
proud  to  avow  it ;  and  whenever  he  heard  a 
call  made  apon  the  State-rights  men,  that  call 
would  meet  a  prompt  response.  It  was  ander 
the  principles  which  he  had  learned  in  the 
State-rights  school  that  he  felt  himself  called  on 
to  oppose  the  fourth  section  <rf  the  bill.  He 
heggisd  the  attrition  of  the  House  to  tbe  pow- 
ers pnvposed  to  be  eonferred  by  that  section 
<»  toe  Secretarr  of  the  Treasury.  The  section 
ts  in  ttiese  words : 

**  That  lay  bsnk  selected  and  emjdoyed  under  the 
TrarMoDS  of  tUt  aoV  as  a  place  it  deporit  of  the 
pobUe  nMmey,  shall  Aunlah  to  the  Seeratary  <^  the 
Traanuy,  team  time  to  tlma^  as  oftu  as  he  may  re- 
qidte,  not  exceeding  onoe  a  nek,  sUtements  setting 
ibrtfa  its  coBditioQ  sad  business,  aa  prescribed  in  tbe 
fwegoing  section  of  tttis  act,  except  that  aadi  state- 
ments need  not,  unleH  requested  by  said  Secretary, 
ocBitsin  a  list  of  the  skwkholders,  nor  the  number  of 
shares  held  by  eiidi,  nor  a  oapj  of  the  charter. 
And  tbe  said  banks  ihaU  ftitniah  to  tbe  Treasurar  of 
tin  United  States  a  weekly  statemnt  of  dw  eoodl- 
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^on  of  his  account  upon  thehr  books.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  have  a  right,  Un* 
self,  or  an  agent  ^ppobded  for  that  pmpeaa,  to  W 
spect  such  general  accounts  in  tbe  boMs  of  the  bank 
as  shall  rehkte  to  tbe  said  statements:  Frovitbd, 
That  this  shall  not  be  cooBtrued  to  imply  a  right  M 
inq>eetbg  tbe  account  of  any  private  iiidividuid  m 
indiTUads  with  the  bank." 

It  would  be  remarked,  Mr.  F.  said,  that  these 
wore  not  among  the  omdltioos  which  the  Sec- 
retary was  required  to  make  with  the  banks ; 
but  positive  requisitions,  proposed  to  be  mode 
a  law  of  this  Government,  on  the  banks  which 
should  be  employed.  The  bonk  selected  "  shall 
fhmish  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  state- 
ments setting  forth  its  condition  and  business,^ 
dec.  Here  is  nothing  like  an  agreement ;  it  is 
imperative.  It  is  the  langaage  of  command. 
It  IB  the  langu^  of  law.  True,  there  was  no 
penalty  attached  to  a  failure  or  refusal  to  com- 
ply with  soch  requisition ;  but,  once  admit  the 
right  of  Congress  to  make  the  reqidsition,  and 
the  right  to  prescribe  a  punishment  for  tlie 
violation  follows  oa  a  necessary  consequenoe. 
And  where,  demsnded  Hr.  F.,  did  Congress 
derive  the  right  to  make  these  requisitions  of 
corporate  bodies,  existing  under  the  anthority 
of  tbe  St^es  ?  He  denied  that  any  such  right, 
existed ;  and  it  was  tbe  imperious  and  especial 
dot;;-  of  those  who  were  for  preserving  and  pro- 
tecting tbe  rights  of  the  States  to  reast,  at  tbe 
threshold,  each  assumption  of  power. 

There  were  some  other  provisions  of  this  bill 
which  Mr.  F.  could  not  pass  over  wiUiout  at 
least  a  slight  notioe.  By  the  ninth  section  It. 
was  provided,  among  other  things^  that,  In  tbe 
recess  of  Ooogresa,  tiie  Seowtary  of  the  TnU' 
nry  maj,  under  certwn  droomstanoes,  wttbdraw 
the  public  money  from  the  banks  in  which  it 
shall  be  deposited ;  in  which  event  it  shall  be 
his  duty  to  '*  report  to  Congress,  at  the  oom- 
mencement  of  Its  next  session,  the  facts  and 
reasons  which  have  induced  such  discontinu- 
ance. This  power  of  witbdrawd  was,  under 
the  new  theory,  to  be  exercised  entirdy  under 
executive  discretion  and  direction ;  and  Hr.  F. 
hoped  that  the  same  amendment  which  he  hod 
saggested  to  a  previoas  part  of  the  bill,  that  of 
inserting  the  Preddent  instead  of  the  Beoretary 
of  the  IVeuury,  would  dso  be  made  here. 
For,  if  the  bill  uionld  pass  in  its  present  dtapCL 
and  the  Preddent  ahould  order  a  withdrawal 
(tf  the  deposits  from  any  of  tiie  banka,  for  rea* 
SODS  which  he  might  not  fed  wiUiug  to  have 
too  dosdy  examined,  and  should,  therefore, 
forbid  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ftx>ra  com- 
mnoicating  the  reasons  to  Congress,  bow  oould 
this  requisition  he  enforced!  The  Secretair, 
dthoogh  willing  to  comply  with  the  1%^,  would 
know  that  his  disobedience  of  the  President's 
order  might  subject  him  to  the  removing— the 
"  reforming  "  prooess — and  we  diall  not  atwaya 
find  officers  who  will  perform  their  duty  and 
inoor  the  penalty.  Mr.  F.,  therdbre,  submitted 
to  gentiemen  tiie  utter  nadessness  oi  BuJdu 
requiremoita  irtdoh  the  very  passage  irf"  tbe  UU 
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ooDtaininjt  them,  taken  ia  connection  with  other 
ooenrrencefl,  would  amount  to  a  virtnal  acknowl- 
edgment that  tbej  coald  not  enforce. 

Mr.  F.  was  decidedlj  opposed  to  the  tenth 
section  of  the  hill.  That  section  provides 
"tlist,  nntil  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
dtall  ^ave  selected  and  employed  the  said  banks 
u  places  of  deposit  of  the  pablio  money,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
several  State  and  District  hanks,  at  present 
«np]oyed  as  depositories  of  the  money  of  the 
nnited  States,  uiall  continne  to  be  the  depos- 
itories aforesaid,  upon  the  terms  and  conditions 
upon  which  they  have  been  so  employed." 
Mr.  F.  wonld  here  remark,  that  if  the  Secretary 
oi  the  Treasury,  or  rather  the  Frerident,  had 
the  power  of  depodting  the  money  in  the  local 
banks,  Bs  had  been  done,  and  the  power  of  en- 
tering into  the  contracts  which  had  been  ezecnt- 
ed,  tiie  contracts  made  with  those  banks  were 
dready  legal ;  it  required  no  act  of  Congress 
to  gire  them  validity ;  and  he  ooold  bat  r^ard 
this  proposition  as  indicating  some  mis^ving, 
on  tiie  part  of  the  committee,  as  to  the  legality 
of  these  transactions.  Hr.  F.  objected  to  the 
provisions,  beoanse  he  considered  them  illegal, 
and  was  opposed  to  thus  giving  the  sanction  of 
Congress  to  nnanthorized  acts  of  public  officers. 

Bnt  Mr.  F.  wonld  not  longer  detain  the  House 
with  an  examination  of  the  detaila  oi  the  lull. 
He  had  only  to  repeat,  what  he  had  already 
ftanUy  stated,  that  he  coald  not  vote  fbr  a  law, 
in  any  abqw,  to  deposit  the  pablio  money  in 
State  banks,  daring  the  continoance  of  the 
United  States  Bank  charter,  provided  the  United 
States  Bank  was  able  to  comply  with  its  con- 
tract for  the  safe-keeping  and  transfer  of  the 
public  money.  Were  he  to  do  so,  he  should 
consider  himself  as  sanctioning,  not  only  what 
be  regarded  a  violation  of  the  plighted  faith  of 
the  Oovemment,  bat  also  a  violation  of  the  law 
of  the  land.  The  President  had  openly  annonne- 
ed  to  the  world,  that  the  act  of  removing  the 
deposits  was  his  own ;  ho  assumed  the  respon- 
riUH^ ;  and,  fbr  one,  Kr.  F.  ooold  not  consent 
to  share  it  with  him ;  he  would,  in  no  way, 
aanetion  or  ratify  the  proceeding.  Be  the  oon- 
ieqnenoea  what  they  moy,  he  wonld  have  nei^r 
part  nor  lot  in  the  matter. 

Mr,  WiLpB  said :  In  brevity  he  hoped  to  rival 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Vays  and  MeanjL  (Mr.  Folk;)  in  close  ad- 
herence to  the  BQiMect,  he  aspired,  if  possible, 
to  surpass  him.  There  were  times,  he  thoaght, 
when  the  gentleman  discussed  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  rather  than  the  deposit  banks. 
It  was,  pOThapa,  difficult  to  separate  them ;  and 
somettmes  expedient  to  bespeak  favor  by  flatter- 
ing prejudice  and  o^um.  Party  taoUoa  seemed 
to  consist  in  directing  all  your  strength  against 
what  are  supposed  to  he  tiie  weak  pt^ts  of 
your  adversary,  taking  no  oare  of  your  own. 
Aooordluly,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Btstes, 
though '  uready  slain,  as  we  are  told,  by  the 
Hero,  is  daily  reslain  by  the  humblest  of  his 
fidlowen^  while  the  pet  banks  and  Post  Office 
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are  left  to  shift  for  themsdves.  The  gratls- 
man  had  done  him  the  hraior  to  advoi  toaome 
remarks  of  his  daring  a  ioanee  disensrion.  Tins 
topic,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  had  beei 
treated,  required  no  reply.  Mr.  W.,  at  tte 
time  referred  to,  had  e]q>ra»ed  pliunly  what  be 
felt  strongly,  but  haWng  a^  what  he  thoaght 
was  too  fond  of  his  own  repose  to  harbor  ill-will 
to  any  one.  If  the  gentleman  had  satisfied  liis 
conscience  on  the  occasion  in  question,  by  the 
belief  that  he  was  merely  performing  an  honest 
act  of  public  dnty,  Mr.  W.  would  be  the  last  to 
disturb  its  tranquillity. 

The  House  had  voted— 

That  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  on^ 
not  to  be  rechartored : 

That  the  deporits  ought  not  to  be  restored: 

That  the  d^oslta  in  the  State  banks  oa|^ 
to  be  rMfulated  by  law. 

This  hill,  then,  is  the  regulation  pnntosed; 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary's  act;  theaw^tion 
of  the  executive  policy ;  the  I^islaUve  reoogiri* 
tion  and  approval  of  the  President's  exfen- 
ment.  This,  we  have  heard  from  high  authority, 
is  the  only  measure  of  relief  the  country  need 
expect.  As  to  the  people,  indeed,  we  are 
assured  their  distresses  are  imaginary.  They 
only  require  to  be  relieved  of  the  panio-maker& 
The  apprwohing  a^joummoit  will  do  that. 
'*  The  Government,"  feeling  no  dlatreaa^  (exoapt 
in  the  Post  Offio^)  can  get  <m  without  tbia  wl, 
having  the  cnsto^  of  the  treasury  already. 

This  assuranoe  is  otmsolatmy.  Bat  why, 
then,  must  we  be  goaded  to  its  adoption!  The 
spirit  of  party,  he  hoped,  mi^t  be  satined 
with  the  implied,  equivocal,  n^ative  sanction 
we  have  given  to  the  past  by  only  not  con- 
demning  it.  Shall  we  be  urged — would  it  be 
prudent  to  urge  us  fiu*ther?  If  we  pass  tUa 
bill,  we  make  all  that  has  been  done  our  own. 
There  are  reasons  for  acting  on  it  definitely, 
however.  All  sides  of  the  House  feel  ihit. 
The  country  is  tired  of  evasions.  The  friMids 
of  the  administration  are,  in  some  degree^ 
pledged  to  pass  it  throiu^  tiiis  bocbr.  Tbqr 
will  do  it  tiie  more  readi^,  because  it  is  sara 
to  fW  in  the  other.  They  dedre  the  Senate 
shall  r^eot  it,  so  as  to  incur  the  odium  of  de&a^ 
ing  a  measure  whidi  is  to  put  an  end  to  oor^ 
roption,  and  gire  us  a  better  currency  than  Uw 
United  States  Bank.  £very  true  b^iever  ez- 
pects  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy  wiUi  impt^ 
tience.  If  the  Senate  will  not  pass  it^  the  pr^ 
diction  cannot  be  falsified. 

Besides,  the  state  of  parties  may  ohange. 
Responsibility  assumed,  may  be  enforced.  The 
custody  of  the  treasury,  with  oar  friends  in 
power,  is  safo  and  easy.  Bu^eriog  an  aoconat 

its  snsore  and  defiiut.  to  oar  advMsariea  may 
be  less  {deaaant.  On  the  other  hand,  the  op- 
po^tion  m^y  desire  to  see  the  adnunistratioa 
commit  themselves  and  their  friends  to  this 
measure.  Ttiey  may  hop&  if  it  passes;,  that 
the  Senate  will  amend  it,  and  send  us  something 
better.  Perhaps  they  deem  the  worst  measore 
which  the  Government  can  adopt  better  than 
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pwpetual  inactiTity  and  sabterftige.  Before 
it  passed,  however,  he  viahed  to  point  ont  a 
ftw  errors  and  defecta  in  its  provisions,  some 
of  which  its  friends,  if  they  regarded  their  own 

Srinciples  and  pledges,  were  bound  to  remedy, 
ie  did  not  propose  to  treat  the  tubject  in  detail, 
but  to  examine  its  main  featarea.  What  the 
membera  of  the  Home  derired,  at  tiiia  stage  of 
the  Besrion,  was  not  an  ai^gament  in  fimn,  moat 
lorioeUy  proliz,  bat  ftota  and  Junta,  the  mate- 
ims  tot  tfaowht,  out  oi  whidi  each  man  for 
lumself  would  work  ont  his  own  conclnsion. 

In  the  first  place,  he  thought  the  selection  of 
banks,  to  be  employed  as  depositories,  might  be 
made,  and  onght  to  be  made  by  Congress.  He 
did  not  perceive  any  insuperable  difficulty,  and 
nothing  less  should  prevent  it  The  committee 
tiiemsdves  admitted  there  could  be  no  objec- 
tion to  that  mode,  provided  it  be  deemed  prac- 
ticable to  make  the  selections  in  suoh  a  manner 
as  to  protect  and  preserve  the  public  funds. 
And  why  not  practioable  t  Have  we  not  the 
■une  sonroea  of  information  as  the  Seeretarj ! 
Where  are  the  Tetnms  oi  the  State  banks? 
Cannot  we  invite  farther  information ;  ruse  a 
oommittee-,  or  take  any  other  measure  that 
may  be  reqni^  ?  Which  do  we  distmst,  our 
integrity  or  our  discretion?  Why  mast  we 
delegate  this  important  power  and  duty  to  the 
Secretary?  Are  we  invited  to  stultify  or  to 
stigmatize  ourselves  ?  For  his  own  part,  said 
Mr.  W.,  if  there  must  be  a  selection,  he  would 
not  snrrender  the  right  of  Congress  to  make  it. 
He  feared  givina  it  up  might  be  construed  into 
an  admission  of  the  President's  claim  to  the 
custody  of  the  imbUo  mon^.  He  did  not  mean, 
by  any  act  oi  his,  to  lend  the  least  sanotlcHi  to 
the  doctrines  ot  tin  protest,  text  or  glosB,  He 
did  not  intend  to  cUsonss  those  doctrines.  Time 
would  be  wanting.  On  that  topic,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  was  not  satisfied  with 
Qio  argnments  of  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
SCassaohusetts,  (Mr.  Websteb.)  he  must  leave 
him  to  discuss  the  matter  with  his  own  Mend, 
^e  gentleman  from  Yii^nia,  (Mr.  Wias.) 

Mr.  WiLDB  next  objected  to  the  bill,  that  it 
required  no  compensation  from  the  State  banks 
for  the  use  of  the  public  money.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  States  p^d  the  nation  for  the 
privileges  it  enjoyed.  The  bonus  distxiboted 
over  t£e  period  of  its  charter  was  equivalent 
to  eighty  or  ninety  tbonsand  ddlars  annually, 
and  now  it  ia  proposed  to  rave  gratmtonaly  to 
the  State  banks  what  the  United  States  Bank 
had  only  by  paying  for  it 

Some  gentlemen  there,  Mr.  W.  siud,  would  be 
snrprisea  to  learn  that  this  bill  contained  no 
secarity  agtinst  the  dangers  of  foreign  capital 
and  foreign  influence.  They  had  heard  much 
of  the  mischiefs  arising  from  these  causes  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  he  certainly 
expected  that  one  of  the  first  propositions  in 
tLe  regulation  of  the  State  banks  would  have 
been  the  exclasion  of  lUl  those  any  part  of 
whose  capital  was  owned  by  foreigners.  But 
the  UIl  ooatiuued  no  aoeh  provinon.  It  was 
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not  for  him  to  offer  any  amendment  of  that 
kind.  His  opinion  had  been  already  expressed. 
The  benefit  arising  from  the  employment  of  for- 
eign capital,  be  believed,  was  mutual.  We 
have  the  use  of  the  money  which  we  want,  and 
the  lenders  the  interest  which  they  want.  As 
to  foreign  inflaencej,  he  thought  the  danger 
imarinan-.  The  action  and  reaction  must  be 
equfd.  when  we  have  borrowed  their  money, 
it  is  th^r  interest  we  should  prosper,  and  we 
have  security  against  them  for  the  peace.  But 
it  did  appear  to  him  that,  if  gentlemen 
intended  to  be  true  to  themselves,  if  they 
meant  to  be  thought  earnest  and  sincere  in 
their  oftentimes-repeated  denunciations  of  for- 
eign capital,  now  was  the  time  to  prove  their 
sincerity.  If  there  was  danger  in  the  Bonk  of 
the  United  States,  where  foreign  stockholders 
have  no  vote,  how  much  more  must  there  be 
in  State  buiks,  many  of  which  are  under 
no  such  restriction?  Neither  can  we  be  as- 
sured that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will 
make  such  a  selection  as  to  exdnde  banks  with 
foreign  capital ;  for  in  one  of  the  banks  already 
selected,  he  was  informed,  a  foreign  nobleman 
was  one  of  the  largest  stodcholders.  In  another 
State  the  whole  capital  of  a  bank  has  hem 
raised  by  foreign  loan ;  and,  if  he  was  rightly 
informed,  that  loan  was  secured  by  a  mortgage 
of  the  real  estate  of  the  stockholders. 

A  provision  which  he  did  think  ought  to 
be  inserted  in  the  bill  was  one  to  disb-ibute  the 
amount  of  deposits,  and  limit  the  use  of  trans* 
fer  checks.  If  the  use  of  the  public  treasure 
must  be  granted  to  the  State  banks  gratnitously, 
the  banks  of  all  the  States  ^ould  share  the 
benefit  with  lomething  like  equality.  Why 
dundd  the  banks  in  New  Tork  or  elsewhere 
have  an  advantage  In  this  respect  ?  He  men- 
tioned New  ToA  with  no  invidious  feeling, 
but  merely  because  the  largest  amount  of  reve- 
nue being  collected  there,  the  ban^  of  that 
State  would  have  the  lai^est  amount  of  de- 
posits, unless  they  were  required  to  be  distrib- 
uted. Why  should  Vir^nia,  and  Ohio,  and 
North  Carolina,  and  Oeor^a,  be  excluded  from 
their  fair  proportion  of  that  fund  to  which  they 
contributed  their  ikir  proportion!  He  was  not 
prepared  to  say  that  a  very  exact  distribution 
could  be  effected,  but  a  rate  might  be  found, 
in  the  representative  population  of  the  States^ 
BuffideoUy  near  for  justice  and  eonveidence. 

As  to  tranafer  checks,  if  the  abuse  <^  them 
were  not  limited,  every  bank  employed  would 
be  at  the  mercy  of  the  Secretary,  and  an  un- 
bounded field  of  fkvoritism  and  oormption 
would  be  opened. 

Mr.  W.  would  draw  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men to  another  omission  in  the  bill.  It  not  only 
fuled  to  provide  fur  any  examination  of  the 
State  banks  coextensive  with  tiiat  to  which 
they  insisted  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
ought  to  submit,  but  it  f^Ied  to  provide  for 
any  examination  by  Congress  at  all.  How 
gentlemen  who  m^tained  the  power  of  a  com- 
mittee of  Congress  to  make  a  secret  inqui^to- 
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rial  sorntinj  into  the  indiTidnal  aeaonnta  and ; 

S irate  enre^MmdeiMe  (tf  the  Buk  of  the ) 
nHed  States  oonld  reotmoile  it  to  thenuelrea  | 
deliberately  to  give  up  all  right  to  order  any 
•zamlnataon  whatever  of  those  State  banks  to 
which  the  pablic  money  is  to  be  lent  grata- 
itoasly,  in  sach  proportions  as  the  Secretary 
may  direct,  it  was  not  for  him  to  conjectnre. 
By  the  bill,  as  it  stands,  the  Secretary  may 
examine  or  appoint  an  agent  to  examine,  bnt 
Congress  would  hare  no  power  to  appoint  a 
committee  for  any  snch  porpose.  He  respected 
the  sanctity  of  private  correnxmdeace ;  he 
i^iproTed  Uie  inviolability  of  individaal  ao- 
•onnts  ieenred  by-tiiis  biU.  The  provision  was 
t  bitter  oommentary  on  the  condoct  of  the  gen- 
fleman*B  own  par^ ;  for  if  the  individual  ao- 
coimtB  and  private  ooirespondeBee  of  the  State . 
iMDks  were  to  be  aa(»«d,  why  not  those  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  f  A  committee  of 
the  gndomaa's  friends  had  reported  resolntiooa 
to  attach  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  asserting  the 
prindple  ingrafted  on  this  hill,  and  the  gen- 
tleman soBtuns  that  report  and  Uiis  provision. 

Mr.  W.  desired  private  rights  riionld  be  care- 
fliUy  respected,  but  he  was  not  willing  Con- 
gress shoald  be  deprived  of  all  power  to  exam- 
ine into  the  condition  of  the  selected  banks. 
With  reapect  to  the  TreaBary,  the  Execative 
had  indeM  almost  beoome  a  nntti  and  G<»gress 
a  dpher;  he  wonld  not  make  it  utterly  so, 

llie  next  objection  to  the  bill  was,  Mr.  W. 
sakL  to  his  mind,  a  ciq>ital  one.  The  selected 
baofta  were  not  reqnlred  to  receive  each  other's 
p^r,  even  for  dnues  or  debts  doe  the  GoTon- 
menl  The  conseqaenoes  were  inevitiUiIe;  a 
multiplicity  of  local  nncnrrent  earreaoies,  each 
eircol^ing  only  in  its  own  narrow  circle,  and 
stagnating  everywhere  else,  all  depreciated  tn 
eomparieoD  with  coin,  and  oneqaally  depreci- 
ated with  reference  to  each  other.  A  pi^>e^ 
receivable  erenrwhere  at  par  is  to  cease,  and 
duties  oollectod  in  an  unequally  depredated 
aiediam  are  no  longer  to  be  uumm,  in  despite 
of  the  omstitatiMuu  h^nnoUoL 

That  part  ctf  the  Ull  which  provided  Oiat  the 
6eoretax7,  for  sufficient  cause,  might  remove 
the  deposits  daring  the  recess,  and  assign  his 
reasons  to  Congress,  wanted  explanation.  It 
was  not  said  what  was  to  be  the  effect  of  Con- 
gress approving  or  disapproving — what  was  to 
be  the  consequence  if  one  House  ^)proved  and 
the  other  disapproved.  The  clause  is  like  that 
of  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  If  the  meaning  oC 
it  is  that,  unless  Congress  approve,  the  act  of 
tiie  Secretary  is  annulled,  then  we  may  save 
ourselves  all  ftirther  trouble.  The  oonstniction 
<tf  the  sixteenth  section  must  be  the  same,  and 
OcHigresB  have  not  yet  SMvoved  the  act  of  the 
Becretarr  in  removing  the  d^odts  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Of  course,  they 
most  go  back  agiUn,  and  this  bill  is  nnneceesary. 
If  this  is  not  to  be  the  construction,  what  is  it  ? 
That  the  act  of  the  Secretary,  not  being  ' 
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E roved  by  Congress,  or  being  u^ved  )fj  um 
loose  and  disapproved  by  m  otbc^  ihiH 
1  nevertheless  stana  good?  OrlsitthsttMSeo- 
retary  shall  merely  report  his  &ets  sad  naiai^ 
■  and  there  the  matter  ends — Ooogreai  baviBg 
nothing  to  do  with  the  &cts  and  rtisau  re- 
ported, bnt  to  Usten  to  them?  Will  the  gentle- 
man favor  us  with  a  tme  ioterpretstion! 
When  Mr.  Wildk  had  taken  his  seat, 
Ur.  GoBDOH  said  that  it  was  doe  to  that  pu- 
tion  of  the  House  who  were  opposed  to  the 
recharter  of  the  United  States  Bsok,  sad  who, 
nevertheless,  disapproved  of  ibe  coarse  of  ^ 
Executive  in  ronoving  the  deposits,  that  lome 
of  their  number  aho^d  submit  a  pIsDwUch 
should  be  oonfonned  to  their  views  of  tUi  t«j 
important  question.   U  aeamed  to  be  s  pant 
givoi  up,  that  the  present  Bank  of  the  united 
States  was  not  to  be  reohartwed;  snd  tint,  ■<> 
far  as  the  action  of  that  Hooae  wis  ooooemed, 
the  deponts  were  not  to  be  restored  to  the  cos- 
tody  of  that  institution ;  and  a  soheme  hi 
thereop<m  been  devised,  which  seemed  n  nn- 
sati^ttffy  to  the  friends  as  to  the  opponeoU 
of  the  measure,  by  which  the  public  waasj  bid 
been  withdrawn  £rom  the  bank.  It  wis  said 
to  be  the  ooinion  of  the  President  that  it  wu 
extremely  desirable  the  revenue  of  the  Umted 
States  should  be  ooUected  in  neoie  snd  sot  in 
p^>er;  and  in  oonnectioo  wlui  whidi  o|UDion 
tiie  Hoose  had  heard  a  new  name  ^pbed  to 
speoie :  it  had  bean  called  "  Jabksan  moaqr^ 
He  now  oalled  npon  all  who  irere  in  &m  a 
'^Jaduon  money"  to  go  with  him  in  laffvi 
of  the  <^d-fashioned,  owatitotional  notioD  of  • 
hard-money  Government,    His  ohjeet  wis  to 
disconnect  the  Goverameut  entiruy  from 
system  of  banks,  whether  State  or  federal  It 
must  be  obvious  to  every  man  eoqnidnted  vitk 
the  times,  that  the  ootmtry  ooold  not  get  od 
with  its  present  paper  (nrcnlatifm.   The  Bm 
of  the  United  Sti^  the  great  federal  monitf  , 
closed  its  doors  against  aQ  investigati<»i  i» 
concerns;  and  to  rely  upon  sooh  an  in^tioD 
was  to  sap  the  foundations  oi  pubUo  lUtwtf. 
The  advocate!  of  the  6tat«  banks  eonid  not 
Iffopose  a  qrstem  that  was  anlaafoetory  evaito 
themselves.  All  attempU  to  oontrol  State  bsoki 
were  contrary  to  tiie  oumtitntion.    AB  tite 
House  could  do  was  to  restwe  the  pobbc  d^ 
posits  to  the  authority  of  the  Treasurer  of  ti>* 
United  States.   They  had  no  right  to  commit 
their  funds  to  the  State  hanks ;  they  formed 
an  instrument  of  power  wliioh  he  should  be 
very  sorry  to  see  put  in  tive  hands  <^  the  Gof- 
emmenL   The  country  wsa  in  a  very  unfor- 
tunate condition.  An  interminatde  vor 
been  declared  by  the  President  of  the  Uniw 
Statea  against  the  Bank  of  the  United  States: 
but  who  conld  doubt  that  a  vmry  different 
state  of  things  would  have  taken  idaoe  if  the 
bank  hod  tiurawn  its  vast  power  into  the  ud  of 
the  Executive!  And  dionld  he  soooeed  in 
Bubstitntiog  any  combination  of  banks  in 
stead,  and  oonseqnentiy  in  obtaining  a  cmtm 
over  their  interest^  it  oonld  &ot  out  prote  ft 
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most  dangeroos  inatrament  in  the  hands  of  aojr 
Chief  Magistrate.  It  would  enable  him  to  tam- 
per with  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  States; 
and  thoQf^  its  managemeDt  might  reqtiire  more 
address  tb&n  woald  be  reqnistte  to  attain  the 
control  of  a  ringle  institntioB,  jet  the  conse- 
qnenoes  would  t>e  eqnallj  dangerous  to  the 
■eeorit^  of  Bber^.  IfniicuTer  waj  the  friends 
of  a  limited  and  eonatitntiaial  Government  tam- 
ed thrir  ms  ihoj  aaw  eqnal  dangers  In  the 
prospects  Mfore  them.  Let  them,  then,  en- 
deavor to  simplify  the  fiscal  machine :  let  them 
endeavor  to  get  a  simple  sjstem,  which  ehonld 
be  sahject  to  the  control  of  Ooveniment  alone, 
(he  meant  the  control  of  Congress,)  and  which 
Bboold  be  whoUv  disconnected  wiUi  all  paper 
money  of  every  description.  If  the  various  and 
GonfiictiD^  opinions  of  tbe  House  could  thus  be 
oompromueo,  an  achievement  would  be  effected 
in  fkvor  of  a  limited  and  constitotional  Gov- 
ernment such  as  had  never  been  witnessed 
before.  2t  most  be  evident  to  ^I,  that  the 
wholo  tendenm' of  Goveinment  via  to 
late  power.  Whenever  an  electicm  of  Tn*- 
ident  was  approaching,  (and  when  was  it  at  a 
grei^  distance?)  all  great  qnestiau  of  policy 
irere  made  to  bear  upon  that  all-agitating  topic. 
All  good  men  began  to  tremble  for  our  instlta- 
tions.  Amidst  the  strife  and  rude  war  of  sndi 
niigbty  interests,  virtue  and  patriotism  shrank 
back  in  dismay.  But  would  gentiemen  m^e 
no  effort  to  diminish  this  danger?  Must  there 
still  be  a  war  agmnst  internal  improveioents,  a 
war  againBt  the  tariff,  a  war  against  the  Bank 
of  tiie  united  States,  or  agunst  the  State  basks, 
altogether  distinct  from  any  regard  to  the  hap- 
vltoeu  of  the  peo^et  Was  the  President  and 
the  bank  left  to  be  in  deadly  oonffict?  Must 
there  be  no  end  to  these  political  contests! 
Who  coold  go  home,  and  leave  things  in  their 
present  emdition,  and  not  af^rebend  the  worst 
OMueqnencesI  He  called  upon  the  House  to 
make  a  generous,  magnanimous  effort  to  free 
the  country;  he  invited,  he  invoked  them,  to 
give  up  something  of  their  party  prejudices,  and 
to  unite  t<^ether  to  steer  in  a  wfe,  middle 
course,  the  vessel  of  state,  now  in  such  imminent 
danger  of  rocks  on  the  one  ride  and  whirlpools 
cm  the  other. 

fie  observed  that  the  measure  he  had  pro- 
posed was  one  of  extreme  8im[^city.  He  should 
not  now  attempt  to  go  batotiwdetttls  which  be- 
longed to  it ;  u  the  prindple  were  ^^tproved,  the 
datub  might  be  easily  arranged.  Hesimplypro- 
posed  to 'make  those  who  reeelred  tbe  revenae 
we  ^jents  fiv  its  eoatody,  when  not  exeeediog 
ft  given  amount,  and  constituting  th«n  the 
agents,  also,  for  its  disbnrsementw  Be  was 
itware,  indeed,  that  the  members  of  tiie  Honse 
had  BO  long  been  in  the  habit  of  considering 
matters  of  revenue  as  matters  pertfuning  to  a 
bank,  that  it  was  difficult,  perhaps,  for  them 
to  aomit  of  any  other  idea.  But  Mr.  G.  did 
not  propose  to  interfere  with  ihe  banking  prin- 
ciple; he  had  nothing  to  do  with  their  notes, 
wnrater  inudl  ot  Ii^ge.  Let  them  r^olate 
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that  as  they  could.  He  did  not  interfere  witli 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  went  only 
for  what  was  orioinally  intended,  and  what 
alone  was  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the 
canstitntion,  viz. :  that  the  revenue  should  be 
collected  in  coin.  Coin  was  the  only  legal 
tender  now,  yet  Government  had  made  paper 
substantially  such.  He  was  for  putting  an  end 
to  this.  He  was  most  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  hard-money  system  was  the  simplest  and 
best  the  Government  could  ultimately  adopt 
There  mi|^t  be  sane  objections  niwed  agi^ut  it 
Some  goitlanen might  apprehendthatltwtwld 
withdraw  too  large  an  amount  from  circolation. 
But  this  objection  was  not  well  founded.  Aatiie 
duties  on  imports  should  decrease,  the  amount 
of  BurploB  revenue  would  be  less  and  less ;  it 
wonld  soon  be  but  a  few  millions.  It  might  he 
Bud  that  the  transfers  of  money  could  not  be 
made  as  easily  as  by  a  federal  bank  witii 
branches.  All  that  would  be  requisite  wonld 
be  drafts  from  the  TreasuTy,  spedif]ring_  tbe 
place  where  the  money  should  be  paid.  These 
drafts  wonld  not  be  at  premium,  but  would 
pass  as  money.  They  would  be  a  snbeUtute 
for  b&nk  paper,  and  the  Government  would  thus 
be  ddivered  fivm  its  oonneetion  with  lbs 
system  ot  banking;;  a  aystem  which  aU  knew 
to  have  a  oormptmg  tendency,  and  which  must 
be  a  perpetual  matrument  of  party  spirit.  The 
whole  world  recognized  gold  and  silver  as  the 
represMitative  of  property ;  it  was  the  only  real 
money  in  existence.  He  hoped  tOMsee  it  tiie 
money  of  this  Government 

The  ammdmoit  of  Ibe.  Gokdos  was  ordtfed 
to  be  printed. 
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J>eath  of  Lafayette. 

)Cr.  J.  Q.  Adaics  rose  to  state  that,  on  ocnning 
to  the  House,  he  had  been  informed  lhat  since 
the  last  adjournment  of  the  House,  intelligence 
had  been  received  of  tbe  occurrence  of  a  calam- 
ity which  had  befallen  the  whole  race  of  civilised 
man.  He  had  not  time  to  prepare  a  resolution 
fittins  such  an  occasion,  but  he  presumed  it 
would  be  obvions  to  every  person  that  it  was 
an  oecnrrenoe  peculiarly  becoming  the  Oongress 
(tf  the  Unitoa  States  to  adopt  some  ndtablo 
measwe  to  exfffess  the  deep  soise  tiisy  enter- 
tained of  the  miifortDne  Invmved  in  the  decease 
of  one  of  the  most  eminent  beneftetars  of  the 
age  and  of  mankind.  It  occurred  to  him  tiiat 
such  a  duty  should  be  discharged  in  a  mannn 
Miitable  at  once  to  the  dignity  of  the  represent- 
atives of  the  people  and  States  of  this  Union, 
and  to  the  merits  of  him  to  whose  memory  this 
tribute  should  be  paid.  This  he  supposed 
would  be  in  the  fimn  of  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress.  He  would  now, 
therefore,  submit  a  motion  that  a  committee 
should  be  wpoinied  to  consider  in  what  manner 
a  tribute  of  auction  and  respect  may  be  shown 
)t7  tiw  Congreis  of  the  United  States,  expro^ 
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sive  of  the  sensibilitjr  of  the  nation  on  the 
event  of  the  decease,  and  of  their  veneration 
for  the  memory  of  the  illaatrions  General 
Lo&yette. 

Ur.  A.  then  offered  the  following  resolntion : 

Jtetolved,  That  &  comnuttee  of  be  appointed 

on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  join  audi  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  consider  and  re- 
port b7  what  token  of  respect  and  affection  it  maj 
be  proper  for  the  Coiuress  of  the  United  8tat«fl  to 
expre«  the  deep  aensibiUtr  of  the  nation  on  tiie 
erent  of  the  decease  of  Qenenl  Lafayette. 

Mr.  Aroqke  rose  to  suggest  that  the  blank 
for  the  number  to  be  appointed  on  the  com- 
mittee shoold  bo  filled  up  vith  "five"  or 
"  seven." 

ilr.  J.  Q.  Adams  would  aaBwt  to  anj  nnmber 
the  HoQse  might  think  proper  to  name. 

Ur.  WxTHonaH  suggested  the  nnmber  of 
lliirteen. 

Mr.  C  AHBBsuoio  proposed  that  tiie  oommittee 
aiioald  consist  of  one  member  from  every  State 
in  the  Union. 

Ur.  E.  Whittucbbt  expressed  his  hope  that 
every  State  would  be  p^mitted  to  be  repre- 
sented on  the  committee  in  paying  this  tribnte 
of  respect. 

After  some  farther  verbal  modifications,  at 
the  snggestion  of  Mr  Watsk, 

The  oommittee  on  the  part  of  the  Hoose  was, 
on  motion  o(  Ifr.  Hubbasd,  ordwed  to  eonaist 
of  twen^-fimr. 

The  fonowing  gentlemen  were  appcrinted  to 
eompose  tiie  said  oommittee: 

From  Hassachusetta,  John  Qainoy  Adams, 
ohurman;  from  Kune,  Rnfus  Mclntire;  from 
Xew  Hampshire,  Henry  Hubbard ;  from  Rhode 
Island,  Tristam  Barges-  from  Oonnecticnt, 
Koyes  Barber ;  from  Vermont,  Hemaii  Allen ; 
from  New  York,  0.  0.  Oambreleng;  fromKew 
Jersey,  James  Parker ;  from  Pennsylvania, 
HentT  A.  Ifohlenberg ;  from  Delaware,  John 
ligan ;  irom  Maryland,  Isaac  McEim ;  from 
Virf^ia,  William  S.  Archer ;  from  North  Car- 
olina, Lewis  Williams;  from  South  Oarolina, 
Henry  L.  Pinokney;  firom  GeorRia,  James  M. 
Wayne ;  from  Kentno^,  Blohaid  U.  Johnson ; 
from  Tonnessee,  John  Kahr;  from  Ohio,  Elisha 
Whittlesey ;  ftom  Lonisiaaa,  Philemon  Thomas ; 
from  Indiana,  John  CTarr;  from  Mississippi, 
Harry  Gage;  from  Illinois,  Joseph  Duncan; 
from  Alabama,  John  Hoiphy ;  ttmn.  Missouri, 
WiUiamH.  Ashley. 

OoU  Coin  SiU. 
After  condderable  stm^le  for  precedency 
of  business,  Mr,  0.  P.  WnrrB  succeeded  in 
getting  a  vote  of  two  to  one  to  take  up  the  gold 
coin  bill. 

Mr.  WmTS,  of  New  York,  chMrman  of  the 
oommittee  on  coins,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  strikiag  out  all  after  the  enacting  clanse, 
and  suhsUtnUng  a  new  bill,  fixing  the  ratio  of 
the  value  of  gold  to  nlver  as  16  to  1.  Mr. 
White  made  a  speech  explanatory  itf  his  reaaons 
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for  the  proposed  change,  which  opened  a  & 
cassion  of  umch  teaming  and  great  interot 

Mr.  Secden  went  into  an  ehUxmiteargnmait 
in  defence  of  the  bill  as  at  first  rwwted,  nd  la 
opposition  to  the  amendment  He  argotd  ts 
show  that  I2ie  praotioal  eflfoet  of  the  littir 
be,  in  a  short  tim^  to  baidsh  tiw  ezitrtiiigrihnr 
cttrrency  of  the  country.  He  oonsidered  tbe 
proiMniion  proposed  to  be  established  sa  bhs 
m  ntct,  and  oontraded  that  the  true  ratio  wa^ 
not  1  to  16,  but  1  tol6  6-8;  udhe  oflendca 
amendment  to  that  effect,  as  follows: 

"  Strike  oat  282  gtaioa,  the  qoantitr  of  fine  goU 
in  an  and  insert  UT  6-l&-6trike  ost  SU 

gruna,  the  quuitity  of  standard  gsAi  in  an  <ii^ 
and  insert  264  grains.  Strike  out  116  and  lit 
grains,  the  quantity  of  fine  and  standard  gold  h  a 
half  eagle,  and  insert  118  8-10  and  133  enina. 
Strike  out  6B  and  64|  grains,  the  quastitj  of  fine 
and  standard  gold  In  a  quarter  eagle,  aiid  inaeit 
69  4-10  and  66  grdns." 

Mr.  Clowitkt  said :  "ib.  Spacer,  I  am  tnilf 
glad  that  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  spetail 
committee  on  coins  has  thought  proper  to  offei 
the  substitute  now  on  your  tnble,  which  i^wtdons 
tbe  scheme  of  a  debased  subm^ary  camno;, 
as  reported  in  tbe  original  bill,  and  enhances  the 
value  of  gold  relatively  to  mlver  in  the  prQpor 
tion  of  one  to  sixteen.  By  this  amendment,  all 
my  objecUons  to  the  orienal  bill  are  entiretf 
removed.  To  raise  gold  in.  these  United  States 
from  its  present  d^^ndedati^asamersvlida 
cf  merchandise  to  the  rank  of  s  coin  destined 
to  become  a  part  of  our  oorreiiOT,  meets  with 
my  most  decided  approbation.  I  fully  oonnr 
in  sentiment  with  the  present  Secretai?  of 
the  Treasury,  in  his  late  letter  to  tiie  Conunitla 
of  Ways  sod  Means,  that  "the  great  evil  of 
our  present  curren<^  is  the  disproportjou  be- 
tween the  paper  in  (»rculation  and  the  cm 
prepared  to  redeem  it ;  and  titiat  the  first  riep 
towards  a  sound  condiUon  of  the  camacj  ia  ta 
reform  the  coinage  of  gold." 

In  these  views,  the  Secretary  of  the  IVesniT 
stuids  supported  by  the  high  autbori^  « 
several  of  his  predecessors  in  office,  such  la  a 
Gallatin,  Crawford,  Dallas,  and  Ingham,  esidi 
of  whom  in  his  day,  directed  his  attentiot  to 
this  important  sut^eot  He  also  stands  np- 

Sorted  by  tiie  very  able  directors  of  our  nunt, 
[essrs.  Patterson  and  Moore,  in  their  vsrioos 
communications  to  the  committees  of  this  How 
and  the  heads  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  and 
also  by  the  repeated  reports  of  committees  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress  for  the  last  fifteen 
years.  Why  all  these  efforts  to  refonn  tbe 
coinage  of  gold  have  heretofore  entirely  faile^ 
it  is  not  my  object  at  this  time  to  inquire.  It  is 
sufficient  for  my  present  purpose  to  show  that,  is 
the  opinion  of  the  most  oompetrat  judges,  s  ne- 
cessity for  A  change  in  our  cMnage  has  exiatw, 
and  that  it  must  stall  eiast,  as  nothing  has  beea 
done  to  remove  it  I  believe  I  may  still  go 
forther,  and  assert,  withcHit  fear  of  oootradiction, 
that  this  neoesdty  not  only  osiBtB^  hut  that  it  ia 
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gTMtar  nov  Uuu  it  117  fbrmer  pniod  In  the 
EktofT  oi  oar  oonntiy.  What  U  the  &ct  with 
i^^ord  to  our  present  earrency?  It  is,  sir, 
literally  a  paper  correnc^.  The  notes  of  the 
loci^  banks  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
now  in  actual  drcolatimi,  are  astimated  hj  the 
Secretary  of  the  I^reasory  at  eighty  millions 
of  doUars.  Ont  of  about  seven  thousaod  mil- 
lions of  8|>ecie  now  in  cironlatitm  in  the 
world,  the  biItst  (for  gold  we  hare  none)  in  the 
Tanlts  of  all  the  banks  of  the  United  Btate^  fed- 
wil  and  local,  with  which  to  redeem  tlda  Of^ty 
miUimu  of  p«per,  doea  not  exceed  twentr- 
flve  minioiu.  litis  ibot,  in  couneeticm  with  the 
recent  nnmennu  bank  fall  ores,  and  the  oonae- 
qnent  evils  eTeny  claas  of  the  oommnnity 
uironghont  the  Union  is  now  soffering,  afford 
the  most  oonvinciug  proo&  of  the  rotten  oondi- 
tion  of  oar  present  cnrrenoy,  tmsnpported  as 
it  is  by  a  firm  and  broad  met^c  basis.  There- 
fore, to  restore  the  onrrency  to  a  soond  condi- 
tion, and  fomish  amedinm  of  exchange  adeqaate 
to  the  wants  of  the  people,  when  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  ceases  to  exist  in  1686,  and  its 
notes  are  neoenarily  withdrawn  from  circola- 
tion,  I  hdd  to  be  amongst  the  first,  highest,  and 
mort  imperttttre  dntiea  of  the  {Mnaent  session 
of  OoDgresa. 

The  partJcolar  evils,  which  it  is  the  ol^eot 
of  the  bill  now  under  connderation  to  remedy, 
are  to  traced  to  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in 
1792^  estabUahing  a  mint  and  regulating  the 
value  of  coins.  According  to  this  act,  three 
denominations  of  gold  coins  are  directed  to  be 
minted :  the  eagle,  half  eagle,  and  quarter  eagle, 
all  of  equal  fineness ;  the  eagle  to  be  valued  at 
ten,  the  half  eagle  at  five,  and  the  quarter 
eagle  at  two  and  a  half  dolLu^.  The  eagle  is 
made  to  weigh  two  hnndred  and  forty-seven 
and  a  half  grains  of  pure  gtdd,  or  two  hundred 
and  seventy  gndns  of  standard  gold,  eleven- 
twdftha  fine ;  and  the  Iialf  eagle  one  hnndred 
and  twenty>three  and  three-fourths  gruns  pure 
gold,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  grains 
standard ;  which,  added  together,  makes  the 
weight  of  these  two  coins,  valued  at  fifteen 
dollars,  equal  to  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  and  one-fourth  grains  of  pure  gold,  or  four 
hundred  and  five  grains  standara.  By  this 
same  act  the  dollar  is  made  to  weigh  three 
hundred  and  seventy-one  and  a  quarter  grains 
of  pure  ^ver,  or  fonr  hundred  and  sixteen 
grains  standard,  being  fourteen  hundred  and 
eighty-five  parts  ont  of  sixteen  hundred  and 
flixtr-fonr  &ie,  Instead  of  ekren-twelfths,  aa 
fai  tbe  gold  coins. 

Hmoe  we  find  the  relative  valne  of  gold  to 
silver,  aa  established  by  oar  laws,  to  be  one  to 
fifteen;  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  three 
hundred  and  seventy-one  and  a  qnarter  grains 
of  pure  gold  contained  in  an  e^e  and  half 
eagle,  are  valued  by  law  as  worth  fifteen  times 
as  much  as  the  three  hundred  and  seventy-one 
and  a  quarter  grdna  (tf  pnre  idlver  contained  in 
adoUar. 

The  nwon  which  indooed  Mr.  Alexander 
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Hamilton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
1792,  to  recommend  this  ratio  of  gold  and 
silver  in  our  coinage,  and  Congress  to  adopt  it, 
was  because  they  considered  it  the  average 
value  of  the  two  metals  at  that  time,  amongst 
the  principal  commercial  nations.  While  I 
admit  the  soundness  of  the  principle,  and  do 
not  feel  disposed  to  deny  the  correctness  of  the 
calculation  at  that  time,  yet  does  the  calcula- 
tion no  longer  hold  true,  ffince  that  period 
has  evfdentiy  risen  in  value  relatively  to 
ttlver,  until  their  average  relative  value  in  the 
commercial  worid  may  be  fairly  estimated  at 
one  to  sixteen.  The  truth  of  tiiis  fact  will 
satisfactorily  appear  from  a  table  furnished 
by  the  director  of  our  mint  to  be  found  in  the 
report  accompanying  this  biU.  According  to 
this  table,  we  find  that  in  tiie  coinage  of  the 
two  metals,  in  Antwen),  Netherlands,  Por- 
tugal, Brazil,  Spun,  and  her  former  colonies 
in  South  America,  the  proportion  of  gold  to 
silver  is  1  to  16 ;  while  in  Hamburg  it  is  1  to 
16^;  in  Denmark  1  to  16f ;  in  Sweden  1  to 
16  8-7 ;  in  Bussia  1  to  17 ;  and  in  Vienna  and 
Trieste  1  to  16.  It  is  trne,  stsndud  gold  to 
silver,  in  England,  is  1  to  16.7,  in  France  1 
to  16.6,  and  In  HoUand  1  to  1S.8.  Bn^  not- 
withstanding this  k«al  or  standing  vahie 
gold  to  rilver  in  England  and  France,  yet  has 
Uie  relative  market  vidue  of  gold  to  nlver,  in 
tiiese  two  nations,  for  a  number  of  years  past, 
considerably  exceeded  its  vidue  at  the  mint. 
Ur.  Ingham,  in  his  report  to  tiiie  House,  while 
Secretuy  of  the  Treasury,  in  1880,  lays  it 
down  as  a  rule  that  "'it  is  only  from  the 
market  price  of  both  metals,  without  reg^  to 
the  mint  price,  the  true  relative  value  is  to  be 
found."  He  also  states  the  historical  fact, 
that  the  average  valne  of  gold  to  silver  in 
England,  for  the  last  five  years  preceding  his 
report,  was  1  to  16.81 ;  and  in  France,  for  the 
last  thirteen  years  preceding  his  report,  1  to 
16.82 :  in  addition  to  this,  gold  has  been  fre- 
quently in  value  above  this  ratio,  in  England, 
ever  since  the  year  1819. 

Here  we  find,  according  to  our  present  mint 
regulations,  that  gold  is  esteemed  less  valuable 
in  the  United  States,  as  a  coin,  than  in  any 
other  nation  on  the  &oe  of  the  globe. 

Owing  to  this  circumstance,  our  gold, 
whether  in  the  shape  of  coin  or  bullion,  has, 
for  tiie  last  fifteen  years,  even  in  England, 
where  its  standard  value  is  considerably-  be- 
low that  of  moet  other  nations,  commanded  a 
premium  from  fonr  to  rix  and  three-fonrtiu 
per  oent.  Hie  inevitable  craseanences  of 
such  an  ill-advised  policy  or  careless  neglect 
in  legislation,  have  long  since  been  experi- 
enced in  the  entire  banishment  of  gold,  not 
only  from  circulation,  but  also  from  our  coun- 
try ;  and  in  the  complete  counteraction  of  its 
tendency  to  return  in  the  course  of  trade.  That 
these  are  serious  evils,  none  can  deny ;  and, 
if  so,  all  most  admit  the  necessity  and  import- 
ance of  the  immediate  application  <tf  an  appro- 
priate remedy. 
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Having  shomi  utisflwtorilj,  I  troBt,  that  the 
oaaae  ol  the  present  erila  in  our  meUllio  ear- 
reno;,  (the  only  curreacy  known  to  out  oon- 
^tatiOD,)  ii  the  nnderTaloAtion  of  gold  hj  our 
Uws,  it  is  evident  that  the  nature  of  the 
remedy  most  be  to  remove  the  caose  of  tiie 
evils,  hy  raising  the  value  of  gold  relatively 
to  nlver  is  onr  coinage.  I  must  ooiifbts, 
IwweTer,  that  although  tbe  eanse  cS  the  erib 
aud  the  nature  of  the  remedy  are  obviona,  yet, 
irheu  we  come  to  apply  the  remedy,  we  find 
it  an  extremely  nice,  diftteult,  and  oomplicated 
question  to  determine  what  proportion  of  gold 
to  ulver  in  onr  coinage  is  necessary  to  place 
ttie  two  coins  upon  an  equal  footing  in  com- 
merce, and  insure  their  concurrent  oircolation, 
so  that  the  one  may  be  readily  exchanged  for 
the  otlier  by  tale,  to  suit  oonveoience  or  pleas- 
ure. 

In  attonptiiig  to  fix  the  value  of  gdd  at  onr 
mint,  with  the  sole  view  of  introdiuhig  it  into 
drodation  with  inlver,  so  that  the  one  may 
not  be  preferred  to  the  other  in  the  pSTment 
of  debts,  a  due  rward  most  be  paid  to  the  rdar 
tive  value  of  bullion  in  the  great  marts  of  the 
wmrld,  and  more  especially  in  those  nations 
with  which  we  have  the  greatest  commercial 
tnteroourse.  In  addition  to  this,  we  must  also 
take  into  consideration  the  Cut,  which  the 
history  of  the  two  metals  iocontestably  proves, 
to  wit:  the  universal  tendency  of  gold  to  rise 
in  value  relatively  to  ^ver ;  and  also  the  £kot, 
proved  by  the  table  to  which  I  have  referred, 
furnished  by  the  director  of  onr  mint,  that 
mooh  more  of  the  two  metals  are  now  ooined 
vpoa  the  bssis  tb&t  gold  is  in  value  to  silver  as 
one  to  idxteen,  than  according  to  any  other 
proportion.  It  is  true,  the  average  market 
value  of  i^ld  and  silver  bullion,  or  of  foreign 
coins,  which  are  esteemed  as  bullion  in  toe 
markets  of  En^^and,  France,  and  Holland,  has 
been  for  many  years  past,  and  is  now,  between 
16.8  and  sixteen  to  one.  But  to  adopt  for 
our  standard  the  raiuimum  market  value  of  the 
metals  in  either  of  these  three  nations  would 
be,  I  am  oonfideut,  to  eontinae  the  evils  of  our 
present  system.  Independent  (mT  the  considera- 
tions as  to  the  tendency  of  gold  to  naa  in  value 
relatively  to  nlver,  and  the  fact  that  the 
sverage  proportion  of  gold  to  silver  in  the 
coinage  in  mnoh  the  largest  portion  of  the 
world  is  now  sixteen  to  one,  the  diflbreooe  in 
the  expense  and  convenience  of  exporting  gold 
and  silver,  added  to  the  advanced  valne  of 
^Id,  arising  from  an  increased  demand  for  it, 
m  case  it  were  introduced  into  general  circula- 
tion in  the  United  States,  would  be  ftilly  if  not 
more  than  equivalent  to  eighty-eight  hun- 
dredths of  one  per  cent,  the  d^ereooe  between 
15,86  and  sixteen  to  one.  Therefore,  am  I 
decidedly  in  favor  of  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  honoimble  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  coins,  which  makes  the  eagle  weigh  two 
hundred  and  thirty-two  grains  pure  gmd,  and 
two  hundred  and  fif^-ei^t  standard,  nine- 
tenths  fine,  which  is  eqoivakot  to  one  of  gold  for 


dxteen  of  silver.  I  am  in  £kvw  of  this  prt^or- 
tioo,  not  from  any  seLBsh  or  local  oonaderations:, 
bat  because  I  ilncerely  bdieve  that  it  is  lor 
the  public  good  that  both  metals  diould  be 
coined  at  our  mint,  and  that  notlung  short  at 
the  proportion  propoaed  in  the  amendneat 
off<»ed  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  wiH 
place  the  two  eofais  upon  ■  level  in  the  ooaa- 
merdal  world,  and  inrare  tbev  oMonmnt  dr* 
cnlation  in  the  United  l^tes. 

Kr.  QoBHAH  said  it  was  in^Mrtant  that  the 
true  ratio  of  gold  and  rilver  should  be  aooft> 
rately  fixed.  If  there  was  too  mooh  gM  in 
the  eagle,  evwybody  would  pay  their  debts 
in  dollars ;  if  too  litue,  all  woiud  pay  in  ea^ea. 
It  was  very  difficult,  and  a  matter  of  great 
nicet?,  to  fix  their  relative  value.  At  first 
it  had  been  determined  that  one  ounce  of  gcM 
was  worth  fifteen  ounces  of  ulver.  Tins  con- 
tinued to  be  the  rdative  valne  eatabtished  by 
law,  from  the  year  17M  till  abont  flftes*  yem 
agow  This  eoutinued  to  be  y«j  near  tiio  tnA 
for  about  thirty  years,  when  the  propartion  had 
snddwly  chaiiged.  wh«koe  the  diange  had 
wooeeded  it  was  not  ea^  to  tell,  probaUy 
frmn  an  increased  prodnotion.  of  tSlrer  and  a 
proportionable  decrease  in  the  prodnotim  of 
gold ;  or  because  more  gold  had  been  employed 
in  tiie  ooinage  of  Great  Britain.  Vlwtever 
the  canse  might  be,  the  valne  had  risen  from 
fifteen  ounces  to  fifteen  and  a  half  and  fifteen 
and  three-quarters.  That  was  the  yvrj  extent 
This  bill  fixed  it  at  sixteen.  However  the 
standard  was  fixe<L  it  ought  not  to  be  changed 
every  day.  He  did  not  know  that  it  was  very 
essential  to  ohange  it  at  alL  The  preseot 
standard  had  long  been  found  a  very  good  ooa 
Bot  if  any  change  were  made,  it  most  be  done 
with  the  greatest  care.  It  was  now  only 
fifteen  years  since  gold  and  rilver  were  in 
concurrent  circulation  in  this  oovmtrf^  and 
debts  were  demanded  and  paid  in  eithw  indif- 
ferentiy.  And  ever  since  that  period,  tiie 
business  of  the  country  had  got  wloag  very 
well  until  the  late  disturbance  on  the  snUect 
of  the  carren<^.  The  question  in  tiiis  UD,  jlr. 
Q.  observed,  was  one  purely  and  wnoUy 
separate  from  all  politics.  It  was  a  «mstion 
of  badness,  whiob  rested  aUogellier  tm  ^ffierent 
grounds.  It  was  impossible  for  that  Hoose^ 
by  any  aetof  its  le^uatioDjdther  totakefion 
or  to  add  to  the  value  or  g<dd.  That  vahM 
was  fixed  by  otber  thiogs  than  acts  <^  Ocmgresa. 
The  Qovemment  mi^t  mark  its  own  omn 
with  what  valne  it  leased,  bnt  it  conld  not 
give  it  that  value ;  and  if  by  law  they  allowad 
money  to  be  a  lawful  tender  for  more  than 
its  value,  they  immediat^y  affected  the  obtig»- 
tion  of  contracts,  which  they  were  forlndden 
by  the  constitution  to  do.  Their  law  eonld 
no  more  ohange  the  value  of  gold  than  it  ooald 
make  gold.  The  real  use  irf  a  mint  was  only 
to  assure  the  people  that  tiie  piece  stamped 
was  of  a  certain  weight  and  fineness.  If  uiat 
weight  could  be  staomed  in  fignreSf  it  would 
be  ail  that  vai  wantedL 
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As  to  the  abrarion  of  the  two  metal  a,  the 
same  aroonDt  cf  it  upon  the  gold  piece  which 
happened  to  one  of  silver  would  he  fifteen 
times  as  great  in  valne ;  hesides  that,  silver 
would  actually  suffer  less  abrasion  than  gold. 
The  gold  pieces  thus  reduced  in  weight  would 
be  kept  m  circulation;  for,  whenever  the 
goldsmiths  wanted  to  use  money  as  bullion  for 
purposes  of  the  art,  the/  always  choose  the 
beaviert  they  could  get.  If  the  law  should 
nulEe  g(dd  too  dieap,  the  oountrj-  would  have 
no  rilver  circuhition;  ftv  wbo  would  bring 
iSlvtar  here  i»i  which  he  imut  lose  two 
and  a  half  per  oent  t  We  thonid  soon  have 
file  same  cry  about  the  want  of  silver  coin 
which  there  was  now  abont  gold.  Then  the 
next  step  would  t>e  to  tamper  with  the  value 
of  the  dollar ;  and  thus  the  nation  wordd  be 
vacillating  in  its  ourrencj  like  a  hoj  upon  a 
plank.  But,  if  debts  should  be  pidd  half  m  one 
metal  and  half  in  the  other,  all  danger  would 
be  done  awaj  with. 

Ur.  O.  said  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kew 
Tori,  (Mr.  SsLDSir,)  and  by  that  gentleman's 
consent  would  append  his  own  motion  to  his, 
as  an  amendment 

[The  following  is  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  QoKHAX.] 

Sec.  t.  3«UfiaiJi4r«noeteiy  That  fimn  and  after 
the  first  day  of  January,  1B40,  the  1^  tender  for 
the  payment  and  diBchu^  of  all  debtt  contracted  or 
obUgationa  for  the  payment  of  money  incurred  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  one-half  in  the  sil- 
ver coins  and  one-half  In  the  gold  coins  vhi^  by 
law  shall  be  made  current  in  the  United  States: 
Provided,  however,  that  any  sum  less  than  five  icA- 
ha%  and  that  ftaotion  or  remainHer  alargO'sum 
which  atmli  be  tfau  fire  dollars,  may  be  Mklfai 
the  sfiver  coins  cumnt  by  law  within  the  Ualted 
SUtaa. 

lb.  Joms,  of  Georgia,  fidd :  If  r.  Speaker,  be- 
for©  I  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  snb- 
Btltute  offered  by  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  coins,  (Mr.  Wiiitb,)  and  the 
amendment  proposed  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Szl- 
dbkJ  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  ftom 
Uassachusetts,  (Hr.  Gobhau,)  and  adopted  as 
a  part  of  his  amendment  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  York.  Sir,  that  amendment  pro- 
poses to  make  gold  and  silver  coins  a  legal 
tender  in  ptvfment  of  all  debts,  in  equal 
amonnts— tiiat  is  to  say,  one-half  of  the  debt 
ifl  to  be  paid  in  gold,  and  the  other  half  in 
silver  ccwi.  For  one,  t  cannot  give  my  vote 
in  fkvor  of  this  amendment.  In  my  opinion, 
this  Government  has  no  avthorlty  by  tiie  eon- 
stitntion  to  make  any  thing  a  legal  tender  In 
payment  of  debts.  To  Congress  is  given  the 
power  "  to  coin  money  and  regulate  the  value 
thereof."  To  the  States  is  retained  the  power 
to  make  gold  and  silver,  and  them  only,  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts.  I  know  tiiat 
scnne  gentlemen  bdleve  tiiat  when  the  value 
of  coin  is  fixed  by  Congress  it  beocmws  neees- 
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sarily  a  I^al  tender,  and  that  the  ooorts  will 
so  decide.  To  this  I  offor  no  ol^eotion.  If 
such  be  the  l^al  effect,  be  it  so.  One  thio^ 
however,  is  certain :  if  such  be  not  the  leg^ 
effect,  Conness  has  no  poww  to  make  any 
coin  a  l^al  tender;  and,  if  this  be  the  le^ 
and  neoessary  effect,  then  there  is  no  necessity 
for  Congress  to  do  it^  This  being  the  case, 
it  is  certainly  unnecessary  to  insert  it  in  this 
bilL 

Sir,  the  drennistanoes  tinder  whidi  the  sub- 
stitute to  the  ori^ial  bill  presented  by  the 
0(»nmittee  has  been  offered  to  the  House  hf 
the  honorable  chairman  of  that  committee, 
reqnire  a  few  observations  from  me,  more 
especially  as  that  gentleman  has  been  charged 
by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Sbldkh)  with  yieldmg 
his  own  opinion  to  mine.  These  remarks  ar« 
made  more  in  jostiee  to  the  houtfable  ohair> 
man  than  myseu. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  when  this  bill  was 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  consented 
it  might  I>e  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment;  and  at  the  same  time  ntve 
notioe  I  sbwild  move  to  amend  the  same  wben 
It  came  b^bre  the  House,  by  chaof^ng  the  rel- 
ative Tslue  of  gold  and  silver  trim  1  to  1S.620, 
as  reported  by  the  oommittee,  to  1  to  16; 
in  other  words,  to  make  one  ounce  of  gold 
WMth  16  ounces  of  rilver.  %ioe  that  time  I 
have  conversed  folly,  freely,  and  candidly, 
with  the  honorable  chairman,  and  he  has 
consented  to  present  the  substitute  which  is 
now  before  the  House,  and  which  obviates  all 
the  olijeottons  which  I  had  to  tbe  original  bill, 
and  meets  with  my  entire  approbation.  For  his 
oonrtesy,  and  t^is  evidenoe  of  his  resBrd  to  my 
opinioiL  he  has  my  thanks,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  this  oootse  he  has  also  met  tbe 
wishes  of  many  of  bis  friends. 

In  fixing  upon  this  ratio,  we  shall  avoid  the 
extremes  on  either  ride,  la  Rnsria  the  ratio 
is  1  to  18 ;  in  Denmark  1  to  16^ ;  in  Spain  1 
to  16;  in  South  America  1  to  16;  In  Franoe 
1  to  16i;  and  in  England,  nominally  and 
legdly,  1  to  15.2 ;  but  really,  as  we  have  se«L 
1  to  16.88.  If^  then,  we  adopt  the  r^o  of  1 
to  16,  adopted  by  all  America  and  proposed 
by  the  substitate,  we  shall  have  t^en  the 
middle  course,  the  ooorse  of  prudenoe  as  well 
as  of  safety.  In  medio  tutiatitM  iJnt  is  the 
language  of  wisdom  and  experience. 

The  neat  ol^eot  to  be  attuned  in  regnlating 
the  reutive  vluue  (tf  gold  and  silver  is  to 
obtain  the  ciroulation  <tf  both  if  practicable, 
as  the  cnrreney  of  tiie  oonntry.  It  is  well 
known  and  admitted  tiiat  the  value  of  gold, 
as  now  fixed  by  the  law,  is  sudi  that,  so  soon 
08  onr  gold  ooins  can  be  obtained  from  the 
mint,  they  are  immediately  exported ;  and  it 
is  earnestly  desired  to  correct  this  evil.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Bkldbn)  has 
told  yon,  if  yon  adopt  the  sobstitnte  our  ooins 
will  go  out  of  the  country  when  the  balance 
of  trade  is  oguost  na,  and  when  it  Is  in  our 
fkvor  they  will  retnm  again,  and  by  this 
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operfttioQ  our  mercIiaDts  will  lose  two  and  a 
half  per  oent  I  have  ^ready  shown  yon  that 
the  proposed  r&tio  of  1  to  16  is  not  one  per 
cent  above  the  commercial  valae ;  and  if  the 
gentleman  ia  correct  in  saying  cor  gold  coins  will 
retam  to  as  agun  after  tiiey  have  once  left  ns, 
I  can  only  say,  tiiis  is  "  a  consammation  meet 
devoutly  to  be  wished."  Hitherto,  like  the 
tracks  to  the  lion's  den,  they  have  been  all 
one  way — to  Europe,  and  not  one  solitary 
eagle  has  ever  made  good  its  cis- Atlantic  flight. 
The  desideratum  of  whloh  we  are  in  search  is 
to  keep  the  coins  in  the  country,  and  if  this 
ratio  will  have  the  additional  effect  to  bring 
them  back  again,  it  most  be  considered  an 
additjonel  recommendation  to  the  substitute. 

Hr.  OiEXBT  8&id  that  he  must  congratulate 
the  House  and  nation,  that  Congresa,  near  the 
close  a  sesrion  of  seven  mwuii,  devoted,  to 
a  great  extent,  in  debates  on  the  eolfleot  <tf  the 
currency,  was  at  last  seriously  engaged  in 
discussing  an  interesting  and  important  Vanoh 
of  an  nnaonbted  oonstitutioDal  oorrenoy.  The 
interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  demanded  onr  prompt  action  upon  this 
subject,  and  he  could  discover  no  reason  why 
those  interests  and  wishes  should  not  be  re- 
sponded to  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  This  hill, 
as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  his  colleague, 
(Mr.  W  BITS,)  fixes  the  value  of  our  gold  coins,  as 
compared  with  ^Ver,  at  16  to  1,  and  to  coin 
eagles,  half  eagles,  quarter  eagles,  and  dollars. 
Another  oollef^foe  of  his  (Mr.  SiuixiO  had 
proposed  an  amendment  to  the  amenunent, 
which  required  these  several  coins  to  be  of  a 
greater  weight  A  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts (Mr.  GoBUif)  had  proposed  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  amendment  to  tilie  amendment 
which  required,  in  the  payment  of  all  sums 
over  five  doUars,  that  one-half  should  be  paid 
in  gold  and  the  other  in  silver.  To  this  last 
amendment  he  could  not  yield  his  assent.  It 
was  wholly  arbitrary  and  unjust  and  would 
bear  with  peculiar  hardship  upon  fimners, 
shopkeepers,  and  small  dealers,  who  collected  in 
their  buuness  small  sums,  but  who  might  be 
compelled  to  p^  out  in  lai^  ones.  It  might 
also  apply  to  collectors  of  taxes,  and  others, 
who  collect  and  disburse  the  public  revenue. 
An  individual  might  be  compelled  to  pay  a 
large  debt  at  a  -distant  place,  and  certaimy  he 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  paying  it 
in  that  coin  which  he  could  the  most  eanly 
transport  to  the  plaoe  of  payment  He  could 
see  no  good  that  could  possibly  result  from 
this  proposition,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be 
adopted  by  the  House.  There,  then,  remained 
but  two  questions  of  importance  to  pass  upon. 
First  is  it  expedient  to  iucrease  the  circulation 
of  gold  in  the  country?  and,  seocmd,  Is  16  to 
1  the  proper  prop(Mrti(nibetweeaffcddandidIverf 

As  to  the  first  quflstiw,  Hr.  Ot.  mHA  he 
thought  the  ^e  interests  of  the  country  called 
for  an  increased  drculation  of  the  mredons 
metals,  and  particularly  of  gold,  which  was 
l^t  and  portaUe^  and  would  prove  cwTaaiettt 
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in  the  transaction  of  bnriness,  and  be  wm 
confident  the  voice  the  Americsn  people 
demanded  it  He  was  aware  that  we  had,  <n 
-another  oeoacdon,  been  tdd  d  a  eamaqr 
better  tiiaa  gold  and  diver,  whidi  had  b«s 
flimished  b^  a  oorporatkm.  He  entcrtdHd 
no  such  opinion  of  tne  produetimis  of  ny 
poration.  He  preferred  a  currency  recognised 
by  and  resting  upon  the  laws  of  the  Union,  the 
value  of  which  should  not  depend  npon  tbe 
good  or  ill  fortune  of  a  corporation,  or  ib 
ability  to  pay  its  debts,  and  which  shoold  not 
vibrate,  contract  expand,  with  the  n&con- 
trolled  will  of  «  soulless  body.  Onr  oonstitn- 
tion  had  given  us  the  "power  to  coin  monejr 
and  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  to  regnlfttf 
the  value  of  foragn  coins."  This  elKue  of 
the  constitution  confers  idl  tiie  power  Oaoffm 
has  OTor  this  sulijeet  It  had  ben  aptl^  celled 
"  a  hard-mtmey  power."  tTndw  t^  it  th 
our  duty  to  deowe  the  value  of  foreign  gold 
and  ^ver,  and  make  such  coins  as  the  winti 
of  our  country  require.  It  iqipeared  to  bim 
to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  tint 
which  was  most  conveident  &nd  such  u  would 
be  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts.  God-_ 
gross  had  no  power  to  make  any  otba  cii> 
rency,  and  if  it  possessed  it  its  exerdse  wonld 
be  inexpedieut  He  said  he  was  awtre  thit 
banks  had  become  so  interwoven  with  tin 
transactions  of  the  country,  that  it  mMt  lie 
imposraUe  to  return  to  an  entire  specu  (voli- 
tion, if  it  were  ocpedient  to  do  so.  lup 
transactions  among  commerdal  men  and  hm- 
en  ndf^t  wcU  be  In  la^  bills,  the  r^wnt- 
atives  of  money ;  but  aQ  the  minor  <»uniKti 
of  ciroidation  ought  to  be  filled  with  gold  Bod 
silver.  Without  a  broad  ba»s  <^  the  wedoas 
metals,  a  secure  paper  circulation  conlo  not  be 
sustained.  He  hoped  to  see  all  small  bUb 
retire  from  circulation,  and  their  place  fifl*^ 
with  coins.  This  would  place  in  the  handi « 
the  poor  and  laboring  classes  a  safe  and  Moad 
currency,  which  would  remain  unafi'eoted^ 
the  crumbling  of  rotten  buiks  and  the  ftiiM 
agitations  of  panics.  Then  the  humUe  inu- 
vMnal  whose  all  might  condst  of  a  fbw  di^ 
would  not  be  briund  or  alanned  by  the  trf 
of  partisans  and  aemagogues  on  the  snlject  of 
ourrenoy.  If  onr  circulation  had  been,  dnrioK 
the  past  year,  principally  of  coins,  we  ibonld 
not  nave  heard  people  advised  to  imm 
specie  on  State  bank  pif>er,  because  all  W 
but  that  of  the  United  States  Bank  was  netrlj 
worthless.  Kor  should  we  have  heard  m«a 
of  panic  and  wprehoided  danger.  All  v<wU 
have  been  quiet  on  that  point  Under  w 
paper  system,  banks  have  broken,  and,  be 
wonld  ask,  on  whom  did  the  loss  most  seTcrev 
&llt  Upon  the  poor,  who  nndentood  Htw 
of  the  otmditifflL  and  oedit  <ii  banks.  Toe 
wealthy  usually  foresaw  the  evil  and  proUct- 
ed  themselves.  He  feared  this  had  even 
done  at  the  expense  of  0x6  poor,  but  he  bopM 
not  often.  It  was  due  to  the  American  people 
that  this  Congress  should  change  the  order 
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.of  thinffSL  and  give  to  tiie  people  a  cnr- 
renoy  whioh  abotild  not  flactocbe  in  ^ne,  as 
CKXpma&mB  mi^t  numage  wdl  or  ill,  or 
.be  f(»tDii8te  w  nnfintoaatei.  We  oaf^t  to 
g^ve  them  a  .aoxmu^  that  dionld  be  aa  im- 
mntable  as  the  metals  of  which  he  proposed  to 
make  it. 

Ur.  Bnnmaatd:  The  important  matter  be- 
fore the  H0TIS8}  tlie  rektive  valne  of  gold  and 
silver,  had  now  been  brooght  up  fear  oonudera- 
tion  in  a  way  wMch  he  coold  not  help  regardi- 
ing  as  altogether  extraordinary.    Indeed,  the 
manner  in  whioh  the  House  received  the  prop- 
osition was  so;  for  although  the  effect  of  a 
chanffe  might  be  to  disturb  contracts  and  prioes; 
and  the  wver  oorrency  of  the  country,  to  a 
mat  degree,  and  although  it  was  known  that 
the  fatio     16  to  1,  now  proposed  by  the  gen* 
tleman  from  New  York,  was  not  sostuned  by 
any  thing  that  bad  been  ever  said  by  that  g«i- 
tleonaa  brfore,  or  by  any  oommittee  of  this 
HoQse,  yet  much  o{  ue  discnsskn)  of  this  mora- , 
ing  had  passed  without  the  presence  of  fifty 
members,  a  clranmstaace  indioataug  eithej  great 
indifference  or  entire  determination  upon  tho 
matter.  It  oonld  not  have  escwed  notice,  that 
'after  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee 
.on  coins  had  given  years  to  the  consideration 
of  this  matter,  and  had,  at  the  end  of  his  elabo- 
rate reports^  preeented  a  bill  establidiing  the 
ratio  of  .1  to  15.635  or  15^,  and  a  snbaMiary 
currency  in  both  the  metals  deteriorated  from 
6  and  a  fraction  to  8  and  «  fraction  per  cent, 
and  had  passed  It  through  a  Oommittee  of  the 
"Whole,  without  alteration,  he  had  now,  with- 
out any  previous  notice,  id>andon.ed  his  whole 
bill,  ratio,  subsidiary  oorrency  and  all,  and  had 
come  out  with  a  dmple  enactment  for  making 
gold  coins  in  the  ratio  to  ulver  of  one  to  six- 
teen, or  thereabouts.   The  honorable  chairman 
had  never  supported  nor  suggested  such  a  ratio 
in  any  of  Iiis  reports.   In  one  of  them  he  had 
said  tliat  *'  the  alteration  in  the  quantity  of^ld 
representing  ten  doUaia,  from  247^  grains  to 
28&i  grains,"  (  and  tiM  proposed  alteration  was 
still  greater,  by  one  and  a  half  gndns.)  "  was 
an  a^nal  ledootion  of  tix.  per  cent,  from  the 
prertonsly-existiitt  and  knag-prevuHng  measure 
of  contracts ;"  and  he  had  admitted  the  justice 
of  the  remark,  that  "  such  a  change  could  not 
be  made  without  distorbing  the  balance  of  in- 
trinsio  value,  and  making  every  aore  of  land  as 
well  as  every  buidt^  of  wheat,  of  less  actual 
worth  than  in  time  past"   He  had  also  stated 
ft  as  the  final  opinion  of  the  conmiittee,  that 
tlie  rate  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
017  of  1  of  gold  for  15.625  of  mver,  was  the 
tttmoBt  limit  to  which  the  valoe  could  he  raised, 
with  a  doe  regard  to  a  paramount  interest^  tiie 
piieaerTfttion  m  o\a  diver  as  the  baua  of  circo- 
&tion.  The  whole  mass  of  reports  might  be 
conridered  as  nudnly  intended  to  show  '*  that 
tiie  standard  of  valae  onght  to  be  legally  and 
exolndvely^  aa  it  was  praetioally,  regulated  in 
silver."   The  ohdrmaunow  ]»opoBed,  without 
ffiwiog  any  reasou  at  alL  an  eagle  <rf  282  grains 
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of  fine  gold,  and  a  oonaequent  ratio  of  1  to  1^ 
to  die  probaUe  if  sot  certain  overthrow  of  the 
nlverba^.  By  this  extraordinary  step  he  had 
riven  awi^  hu  entire  enen^tnre  of  labor  !■ 
UMwe  rmorts,  and  the.  Hooae  had  been  kft 
withootuieaidof aoyoomn^tteewhatovw.  If 
this  had  oceorred  at  an  earlier  sti^  of  sea- 
slon,  the  whde  sohject  ooght  to  have  betti  ro- 
conunitted,  that  the  reasons  for  the  gentlemaa*a 
change  of  opinion  might  have  bmn  .salHnijtteil 
to  the  House,  and  dellberatdy  oonndar^df  b4h 
fore  acting  in  so  critical  a  concern. 

In  his  jodgment,  Mr.  B.  said,  there  waa 
nothing  in  these  or  in  any  other  suggestiona 
that  had  been  made,  to  justify  the  extreme  valuar 
tion  now  proposed  by  the  chairman  ol  the  oom<- 
mittee  <ai  cdni.  In  regard  to  this  or  foyotiu* 
change  in  the  value,  tuere  wwe  two  lemarkf 
that  he  would  submit  to  the  House.  &i  thi 
first  place,  he  did  not  entert^n  the  ojdnltn  that 
any  change  would  materially  increase  the  metal- 
lic oiroolatifHi  of  the  country.  Gold,  however 
estimated,  would  not,  to  any  extent,  tbi 
place  of  bank  paper^  while  bank  paper  was  pw> 
mitted  by  law  to  arculato  as  it  now  did.  A 
traveller  might  be  induced  to  take  gtAd  iar  his 
expenses,  if  he  could  not  obtain  paper  tbat 
would  travel  with  him  without  loss ;  and  while 
gold  should  be  a  novelty,  a  few  more  pieces 
wi^t  be  seen  in  the  podceta  of  the  oitizcais ; 
but  the  increase  of  the  mass  In  circulation  fSrom 
these  causes  would  not  be  oraidderaUe.  Wher- 
ever gold  dwold  come,  in  the  jweaent  oon^titm 
of  our  bank  paper,  it  would  ingeneral  displaoa 
silver,  without  adding  to  it  Ihis  was  the  ftrat 
remark  he  had  to  submit  The  other  waa,  that 
no  change  in  valuation  woold  produce  any 
ooQuder^e  increase  of  specie  in  the  banks. 
Under  the  proposed  chuige  they  would  have  a 
greater  amount  of  gold,  bat  at  the  same  time 
they  would  have  a  leas  amount  of  silver.  Koth- 
ing  would  indnce  the  banks,  nor  could  any  thing 
compel  them,  to  keep  more  of  either  metal  on 
hand  than  was  necessary  to  sustain  their  p^>er 
drcnlation ;  and  what  th«r  did  keep  aH'haiid, 
whether  It  should  be  gold  or  nlver,  woold  be 
of  the  same  use  to  them  and  to  the  ooontiT. 
Uttie  or  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  the  flub- 
stitution  of  gold  for  silver.  The  mass  woold 
not  be  augmented,  tiiough  its  complexion  might 
be  changed.  It  was,  therefore,  a  ddosion  to 
suppose,  as  had  been  proclaimed  in  the  puUio 
papers,  that  this  hill  would  give  a  specie  cur- 
rency to  the  country ;  neither  woold  it  ^ve 
increased  stability  to  bank  paper.  The  extent 
of  its  effect  would  be,  if  gold  should  be  rightly 
valued,  to  give  the  country  some  more  gcdd 
than  it  previoasly  had,  and  to  about  the  same 
extent  to  ^minish  the  ^v«r;  and  it  woold  .^so 
give  to  the  holder  of  gold  Its  real  value  imme- 
diately, in  every  transaction,  without  compel- 
ling hiiD  to  seek  it  throujdi  a  transaction  with  a 
broker.  If  overvalued,  its  effect  would  be  to 
enable  a  debtor  to  pay  his  present  debts  with 
less  than  he  owed,  and  to  that  extent,  oonse- 
qnentlyi  to  defraud  hia  creditor ;  and  it  wmild, 
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If  omnderaUe,  place  silver  exactly  in  the  con- 
dition in  which  gold  now  was,  Qnd  moke  it  tax 
wtSole  «f  trade  inateod  of  oorrency.  In  the  ei^ 
we  might  have  to  ohuge  the  reiatiTe  volne  of 
fhe  two  DMtok  to  keep  diver  here,  as  we  now 
pn^esed  to  do  to  keep  the  gold.  It  had  not, 
udeed,  oeonrred  to  him  that  it  was  as  important 
an  flome  had  tbooght  to  raise  gold  eren  to  what 
he  admitted  to  he  ita  true  proporUonal  valae. 
liie  red  value  had  always  been  obtained,  and 
wet^  eontiuned  to  be  obtained,  by  the  Ameri- 
can holder,  in  the  shape  of  a  premium  in  the 
market,  and  this  without  any  law  for  the  par- 
pose,  except  the  law  of  commercial  exohai^^. 
Indeed,  it  was  from  this  verr  premium  that  its 
true  value,  when  compared  with  silver,  was 
Obtained.  It  would  fit^tote  the  gain  of  this 
premium  by  the  holder  of  gold,  to  ruse  the 
Mgil  ^ue  of  g(dd  to  the  aame  extent  or  there- 
abouta,  and  to  this  extort  be  was  willing  to  go, 
but  not  beyond  it. 

Kr.  Caubbsucho  iMd :  There  has  been,  Mr. 
SpMlEer,  too  mac^  refinement  and  speculation 
on  this  question  of  tiie  relative  value  of  gold 
and  rilvor  and  of  currency.  I  am  persnaded  that 
fiie  currency  of  every  country  would  have  been 
infinit^y  more  sonud.  If  less  speculation  and 
refinement  had  been  introduced  into  legislation 
through  the  agency  of  mint  directors  and  bank- 
era.  We  are  now  endeavoring  to  adjust  this 
question  permanently,  to  ^d  in  reforming  the 
ourrency  of  the  eonnlxr,  and  what  do  we  find? 
Why,  nr,  aAer  all  wis  le^ative  wisdom, 
after  altraiiu;  and  realtering  the  ratio,  after 
altemately  aoopting  ^Id  or  suver  as  a  currency, 
we  find  the  most  enlightened  nations  of  Europe 
with  debased  currencies,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  at  home  that  which  should  l>e  the 
meolum  of  the  world;  and  that,  after  all  their 
Inquiries  and  refinement^  no  two  of  them  agree 
In  establishing  the  relative  value  of  gold  and 
mlver.  Now,  sir,  with  great  deference  to  these 
authorities  in  establishing  a  permanent  ratio,  I 
prefer  following  a  less  fluctuating  example.  I 
prefiBr  looking  to  the  South — to  our  own  neigh- 
Dor%  where  the  same  onvarying  ratio  has  con- 
tinued for  generati(»»— to  those  mii^ng  ooun- 
tries  where  the  ratio  is  established  which  will 
influence  and  control  the  relative  value  of  gold 
and  rilver,  notwithstandiog  all  our  laws  aad 
the  tempcnarv  floetnaticou  at  different  tiroes 
and  in  particular  eountries.  We  all  sir,  have 
our  partionlar  speculations  upon  this  subject. 
One  gentieman  proposes  fifteen  and  five-eighths ; 
the  eentieman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Gobhak) 
womd  go  aa  high  as  fifteen  and  three-quarters ; 
and}  rir,  I  have  my  own  speculations  about  it ; 
the  just  average,  according  to  the  best  calcula- 
tion I  can  mue,  is  fifteen,  eighty-ux  and  a 
half.  The  ratio  proposed  by  my  coHeagoe<Mr. 
Wmra)  is  a  f^tion  less  than  one  per  cent, 
higher  than  tiie  result  of  my  calculations.  In- 
dependent of  these  ealculations,  I  have  always 
tliought  that,  in  establishing  a  ratio  for  our 
ooins  frituoted  as  we  are,  intermediately  between 
the  niidng  oonntriea  and  £urope)  we  should  go 


higher  than  most  of  the  European  regalatioiui, 
and  fhll  a  littie  below  tiie  aooMit  ^wnah 
ratio,  which  is  still  the  regulator  in  moat  oom- 
tries  where  thm  are  no  ooutrolliog  hnra.  Bat, 
rir,  I  willingly  snrrmder  all  my  Bpecalationion 
this  subject ;  it  is  mnoh  more  safa  to  eitiUidi 
a  valuation  of  gold  too  high  than  too  knr;  by 
adopting  a  higher  ratio,  we  shall  be  mm  oe^ 
tidn  of  aooompUsbing  our  otjeet,  wbidi  isto 
secure  for  our  own  country  the  pOTnanaiit  <u- 
oulation  of  gold  coins. 

Some  objections  have  been  stated  whidi  I 
do  not  believe  well  founded.   We  are  olanatd 
at  a  mere  fractional  voriaticm.   Of  tiie  impcn^ 
tancA  of  this  objection  we  may  judge  hy  the 
£act  stoted  in  this  debate.  We  are  t(U  Uitt 
the  mint  valuati(Hi  in  France  ia  fifletc  ud  « 
half^  while  the  current  value  is  fifteen  aad  moi* 
tenths;  that  in  England,  fifteen  and  a  fifth,  or 
less  by  another  oaunlauon ;  while  the  aetoil 
ratio  is  about  fifteoi  and  eighty-three  bm- 
dredths.   Sir,  the  current  ratio  betveea  gold 
and  nlver  bulli<ni  may,  as  it  does,  flaotaatB 
with  the  increased  or  diminished  deuund  ftf 
either  for  temporary  use.    But,  with  a  jost 
ratio,  your  currency  wiU  not  be  affected  sodt 
fluctuations.   Great  fears  have  been  exj^uNd, 
too,  about  driving  silver  out  of  the  ooimtix. 
I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  the  trifling  adnatage 
^ven  to  gold,  an  advantage  not  equal  to  on 
percent.,  will  produeeany  such  effect.  Katlur 
of  them  would  go  oat,  nnleBB  to  pay  tempwuT 
balances,  and  under  the  pn^iosed  nmliAsBi 
for  our  ofjSn.  If  the  Kexiean  and  Fvaila 
dollara  were  exported,  the  fractioiu  of  tt» 
dollars  of  every  kind,  and  the  gold,  would  i» 
main ;  I  cannot  poceive  how  this  result  voow 
ii^ure  the  country.   Another  apprehensiwis 
indulged,  as  I  think,  equally  unfounded.  Cil- 
culating  erroneously  upon  the  existing  reUtin 
value  of  gold  and  silver  In  this  ooautry  u  tbi 
true  and  proper  value,  and  foi^tting  that  !tii 
altogether  the  artifioiid  work  M  our  own  Uw^ 
we  are  gravely  told  of  the  danger  of  oathoiiiiiig 
the  circulation  of  both  metals  together,aadptt- 
ticulorly  wh«i  you  value  gold  two  or  ttoe 
per  eent  higher  than  it  ought  to  be.  Theeiror 
is  in  assuming  that  fifteen  and  five-ei^thsiitM 
just  average  ratio  ot  gold  and  diver  ia  the 
markets  of  tiie  world,  while  that  average  a 
within  a  fraction  of  one  per  cent,  of  that  pro- 
posed by  my  colle«ue,  (Mr.  White.)  Paastho 
bill,  and  ^Id  would  immediately  osauiM  iti 
just  relative  value,  and  whatever  small  dtffie^ 
ence  might  exist,  would  be  immediatdy  con- 
trolled by  law  and  custom.   The  opinion  tbit 
the  two  metals  cannot  circulate  t(^tfaer,  tad 
both  be  made  a  lawful  tender,  is,  (know, 
eral ;  but  it  is  rather  specul^ve  than  eoosd. 
It  may  be  logically  proved  in  theory :  bat,  like 
many  othw  theories,  it  is  contradicted  by 
experience.  It  is  extraordinarr  that  we  dioou 
indulge  these  alarms  in  the  uoe  <tf  the  ex- 
amples of  France  and  of  all  ^  natitms  aonta 
of  us,  where  both  metals  droulate  and  are 
reooired  in  the  payment  of  debta^  wi^n* 
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incoBTenieDce  or  aay  derangement  of  the  onr- 
rencj. 

Hr.  GoBHAH  obserred  that  the  Hottse  was 
g(^g  to  make  gold  cheaper  than  silTer,  and 
the  neoessarr  result  most  he,  that  the  gold 
would  be  retiuned  and  the  silver  sent  abroad. 
The  cost  of  carrying  the  two  kinds  of  specie 
being  the  same,  a  man  going  abroad,  wocld,  of 
course,  take  that  kind  in  preference  which 
wonld  bring  him  the  most  where  he  was  going ; 
and  if  there  was  even  a  small  differenoe,  it  womd 
be  Bofficient  to  deteimiiw  his  dholoe.  He  had 
offered  a  propositicoi  which  b«  bdiered  vonM 
meet  and  obviate  the  difitenltj,  and  keep  both 
metals  among  ns.  Unless  some  moh  expedient 
should  be  adopted,  be  was  very  certain  that  the 
rilver  would  shortly  disappear,  and  nothing  bnt 
gold  woold  get  into  oinnuation;  and  then  jest 
the  same  cUmonltr  wonld  oconr  with  gold  as  did 
now  respecting  sUTer. 

Mr.  McKm  oppcwed  the  amendment  snggested 
by  Mr.  Oobhah,  which,  he  s^d,  wonld,  in  prac- 
tice, derange  all  the  commercial  affairs  of  the 
community.  It  required  that  all  payments  most 
be  made  one-half  in  gold.   What  if  the  gold 
was  not  in  t^e  oountn- }  and  such  was  notori- 
oualy  the  fact  The  low  standard  which  had 
long  prevailed  in  this  conntry  lor  tiiat  metal 
faacTdnTW  it  all  awaj.  The  amonnt  of  gold 
coin  in  the  United  8tat$a  had  been  regularly 
diminishing  for  years  past.  Gold  alone  was  a 
legal  tender  in  Great  Britain,  and  this  caused 
aU  the  gold  to  centre  there.   Such  an  arrange- 
ment as  was  snggested  by  the  gentleman  last  up 
would,  if  insisted  upon,  ^ve  an  entirely  new 
train  to  our  conunercial  business.   Every  man 
wonld  be  set  to  hunUng  about  to  find  where  any 
gold  was  to  be  found,  and  the  use  of  notes 
would,  in  a  great  degree,  be  disoontiaued.  He 
thought  the  ralio  of  16  to  1  oertdnly  too  high; 
be  believed  16.6S6  would  be  a  better  standard ; 
bat  if  it  was  found  that  tiiej  had  gone  a  little 
over  tbe  mark,  it  was  a  matter  that  might  be 
easily  r^^ted.  The  effect,  in  the  meanwhile, 
would  be  to  extend  some  encouragement  to  our 
gold,  mines  at  the  South.   The  exportation  of 
gold  at  present,  was  a  regular  trade,  and  the 
effect  was  to  injure  men  of  small  capital. 
.Another  result  of  the  bill  would  be  to  drive 
ont  the  circulation  of  bank  notes,  to  a  certain 
degree,  which,  perh^is,  would  not  be  a  bad 
thing.   But  he  hoped  the  half-and-half  plan  of 
the  gentleman  fcvai  Maasaehusetta  would  not 
be  adopted. 

Hr.  GoRBUi  withdrew  his  amendment. 
The  que^on  being  loudly  demanded,  it  was 
put  upouL  Hr.  8xij>es*b  amendment  to  the 
omendment'proposed  1^  Vi.  Whitb,  (fixing  the 
ra^o  of  gold  to  silver  at  15.026  to  1,)  and 
decided  by-— yeas  sa,  naya  127. 

Kr.  GoBHAH,  observing  that  he  felt  much 
anxiety  as  to  the  practical  effect  of  bill  in 
^ving  out  tiie  sdver  from  our  country,  pro- 
posed an  amendment  altering  the  relative  pro- 
portions of  fine  standard  gold  in  the  eagle^  aa 
^dlows :  instead  of  882  gridDSftf  pore  g(dd  to  »8 


[H.  or  Jb 

grains  of  standard  gold,  he  proposed  284  grains 
of  the  one  to  260  grains  of  the  other ;  in  HtM 
half  esfl^e,  to  change  116  to  117  grains  of  fine 
cold,  and  129  to  180  of  standard  gold;  and  in 
Ute  quarter  eagle,  68  to  58^,  and  6i}  to  66. 

Mr.  ViLDB  B^d  that  this  was  the  very  high- 
est ratio  to  which  be  could  bring  hia  mind.  If 
it  should  be  set  higher,  the  inevitable  effect 
would  be  to  banish  silver,  and  snbstitute  gcdd 
in  its  place. 

Hr.  Gobhah's  amoidment  was  r^eoted-* 
yeas  69,  ni^s  118^ 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment 
ofiisred  by  Hr.  'Wmn^ 

Hr.  BimrsT  oflbred  an  amei^loient,  prorldfaig 
that  a  certain  number  of  the  pieces  coined  in 
each  year  should  be  reserved  and  asuyed,  to 
ascertain  whether  they  were  of  the  propw 
fineness.  This,  be  sua,  was  recommended  by 
the  director  of  the  mint;  and  he  offered  it  in 
the  form  of  a  new  section  to  the  bllt 

Hr.  Whitb  accepted  this  as  a  modificatiicm  of 
his  amendment;  and  the  fli^nHwumt, thus mod- 
ified  was  agreed  to. 

Tho  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  and 
read  a  third  time:  and  the  questioQ  being, 
"BhaUthisbmpaaal" 

Hr.  AnAKB  said  he  should  vote  In  the  affirm- 
ative,  though  he  did  it  very  reluctantly,  and  in 
the  hope  that  the  ratio  would  be  amended  else> 
where.  He  considered  it  as  decidedly  too  high ; 
bnt  as  the  bDl  waa  a  very  Important  one,  be 
should  not  oppose  its  passsga 

Hr.  Abohxb  hoped  that  uie  House  would  be 
influenced  by  this  suggestion  of  his  Aiend  from 
Massachusetts  to  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  GoBHAH  said  that  if  the  House  should 
vote,  by  any  veir  large  mtyority,  for  the  bill, 
he  was  assured  the  8^ate  would  not  alter  it. 
He  hoped  all  who  were  opposed  to  the  bill 
wonld  vote  against  it,  wiuiont  any  view  to 
amendments  hereafter. 

Hr.  Wiu»  admitted  that  hy  tiie  ezistiu 
law,  gold  was  undervalued:  but  hj  thia  bill  n 
would  be  so  greatly  overvalued  that  <tf  the  two 
be  should  prefer  the  old  law. 

The  bill  was  passed — ^yeas  146,  naya  86. 

Another  coin  bill,  rwnlating  the  Tslne  of 
certun  foreign  gold  coins  within  the  United 
States,  was  then  taken  up,  and  having,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  White,  been  so  amended  as  to 
conform  it  to  the  ratio  established  in  the  pre- 
ceding bill,  it  was  in  like  manner  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  t^  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 


TTTXSD1.T,  June  24. 
local  Banh  J)^<mt  Segvlation  JBSl, 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
"  bill  regulating  the  deposits  in  the  local  banks." 

Mr.  (Sjuxtkb  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  although  I 
was  in  &vor  of  continuing  the  United  States 
Bmk  as  the  depository  of  the  public  treasure, 
nntU  1^  its  recent  course  it  placed  itself  in  an 
attttnde  of  dinct  hostUit^  to  ttie  legialatlT^ 


Digitized  by 


616 


H.  or  R.] 

authority  of  the  conntir  In  relation  to  that 
treasore,  I  aever  wonla  have  adopted  this 
mode  of  effecting  that  object,  as  either  ade- 
quate to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  or 
ealcidated  to  allay  the  apprehenaioDS  of  the 
emmtry. 

The  bukt  then,  in  my  jadgmeni,  having 
dedined  lepdatiTs  wmtiny,  and  withdrawn 
the  flasnoes  from  tlia  iiiQ>eetion  (rf  Ooogresa, 
first,  by  the  refnaal  of  the  president  and  cashier, 
in  whose  legal  custody  the  l>ookB  were  of  rig^t, 
to  produce  tiiese  liooks  to  the  committee  for 
examination,  when  demanded  in  the  business- 
room  of  the  bank :  secondly,  in  the  president 
and  directors  revising,  in  a  body,  to  produce 
certain  books,  because  they  were  not  m  their 
onatody,  individoally  and  severally  retaana  to 
be  swfHn :  thirdly,  m  demanding  specificationB 
fhnn  the  o<nnmittee  when  the  oaiy  specification 
neceseary,  or  which  they  oould  give,  was  the 
r^BOlntion  of  the  Hooae— I  cannot,  ocmdstentjly 
witJi  my  jodgment,  make  it  tiie  owtodlaa  <it 
tiw  public  treasure.  No  man  regretted  its 
.  oonrse  more  than  I  did,  beoanse  I  considered 
it  a  Tahtable  pnblie  institntion.  Bat  it  has  no 
dominion  over  ine,  politically  or  otherwise; 
and  whilst  I  oppose,  on  the  one  hand,  what  I 
believe  to  lie  ezeontive  invasions  of  Ic^slative 
rights,  I  will  not,  on  the  other,  snrren^  them 
to  a  moneyed  cotporation. 

Bavii^  now,  Mr.'  Speaker,  stated  why  I  did 
not  vote  fOT  tiie  resolntion  of  the  Senate,  I  shall 
proceed  to  state  the  reasons  of  my  opposition 
to  the  hill  making  the  State  -  banks  the  deposi- 
tories  of  the  pabUo  m<HMy.  The  16th  section 
of  the  United  States  BaiA  charter,  so  fiitally 
tagne  In  its  jnroTiricais,  did  not  give  to  the  Bee- 
Mtary  of  the  Treaanrr  Absolate  dominion  over 
liie  pnblio  m<mey.  He  might  direct  that  it 
dionld  not  be  pnt  in  the  bank ;  this  was  the 
extent  ttf  his  power.  The  moment  he  did  so, 
the  law  of  '89,  still  in  fbll  force,  attached  to  it 
The  whole  Treasury  establishment  is  the  crea- 
tion of  that  law,  and  by  its  providona  ^e 
TVeasnrer  is  the  keeper  of  the  pablio  moneys. 
He  ^ves  bond,  with  sureties,  for  their  a^o- 
keepmg.  The  oollectora  of  the  customs  and  the 
receivers  of  money  for  the  public  lands,  are 
directed  to  pay  him,  and  to  receive  their  ac- 
quittances from  him.  The  m<Hiey  is  directed 
to  be  pud  out  by  him  on  warrants  drawn  upon 
bimj  as  provided  by  law,  and  he  is  bonnd  *'  at 
all  tmies  to  submit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  the  0<HnptrcAer,  or  either  of  thranJtlie 
inspection  of  the  money  in  his  hands."  This 
law,  in  all  its  parts,  has  l>een  continuing  and 
unrepealed;  andwhian  the  Seoretoiy,  under  the 
16th  section  of  the  charter,  directed  otherwise, 
that  ia,  that  the  money  should  not  be  put  into 
the  hank,  it  of  necessity  went  into  the  hmda  of 
the  Treasnrer,  ho  being  the  only  other  custo- 
dian appointed  b^  law.  It  is  true  that  he 
miffht  deposit  it  in  any  place  for  rafety ;  but 
■tifl  he  is  responsible,  Ibr  one  of  the  conditions 
of  his  btmd  IS  "for  tbs  fideHtr  of  the  persons 
to  be  by  Um  empli^edL"  Gen.  Bsmilton,  I 


admit,  upon  a  qneeUon  put  to  him  by  a  eost 
mittee  ik  Oongresa,  gave  as  his  opinioD 
when  fii9  Treasnrer  depocited  money  in  tba 
State  banks,  they  were  first  aocoantabletodie 
Treasurer,  and  nltimatdly  aoooontatde  to  the 
United  States.  But  WgOj  u  I  remeot  hia 
anthority.  I  doobt  vheOer  the  United  fitatv 
could  MMWtriM  aiqr  suit  apon  a  emttnut  }q  iti 
ag«it  or  offleer,  which  waa  not  aa&oiiM  iij 
law.  The  State  banks,  mider  such  careaiii- 
stances,  are,  in  my  oi^ion,  the  depodtoriei  of 
the  Tr^snrer,  aooountaUe  to  him,  and  be  and 
hia  sureties  aoconntable  to  the  United  States. 
This  gives  the  Government  not  rady  the  secnritf 
of  the  banks,  but  the  aasoranoe  oi  the  increased 
diligence  and  watchflilness  of  the  offioen  of  the 
Oovemment,  aridng  from  their  ultimate  ao- 
oountability.  I  prefer  thia  state  of  timtgi  to  the 
provision  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  dumuttee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  The  execotlTe  as&wit; 
I  nlnTitni  ilj  ■mniiiriil  tliin  rfmiiiiiinibilltj  Ipiettr 
holding  them  to  it  nntU  the  great  qiusttoalM- 
tween  a  fiscal  agent  of  this  Government,  and 
the  emph^ent  (tf  State  banks,  shall  be  decided 
by  the  pe(^le,  who  most  at  last  dedde  all  soi^ 
questions. 

Mr.  MoVbah  desired  to  call  the  attention  of 
members  to  the  position  the  House  occapicd 
in  relati<m  to  the  snbject-matter  then  tmder 
discussion.  We  have,  said  Mr.  MoY.,  pas*d 
a  rescdution  declaring  tliat  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  ought  not  to  be  re- 
newed ;  we  have  passed  a  resolution  dedarii^ 
that  the  deposit  of  the  public  moneys  ought 
not  to  be  made  in  the  Ui^ted  States  Bank ;  and 
;  we  have  also  passed  a  reaolation  dedsriogtitf 
pnnMcn  of^bt  to  be  made  by  law  to  eootiiiu 
tiM  deporit  of  thepnUie  noneya  in  t3ie  State 
banks.  It  is  in  amnnanoe  oi,  and  with  a  viev 
to  carry  into  effect,  the  principle  advanced  in 
the  last  resolution,  that  the  bill  now  under  ow 
sideration  was  introdnced  by  the  Oommitteeof 
Ways  and  Means.  Its  adc^tdon  is  oj^Msed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Geori^a,  (Mr.  Fostbb,)  and 
other  gentlemen  who  have  this  day  addR» 
ed  the  Hou8&  on  the  groond  that  the  poUie 
moneys  were  illegally  removed  frranth^dqwit 
in  the  Umted  States  Bank. 

I  shall  Iniefly  state  the  main  argument  ad- 
vanced in  support  of  this  poation,  and  tiM 
endeavor,  with  equal  brevi^,  to  gire  it  tt 
answer,  ^e  aqpnoent  ii^  that  the  act  ei 
r«naval  originated  with  tbB  Prerident,  wlulA 
the  discretionary  power  of  remorid  was  ooafined 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  not  as  a  wb- 
ordinate,  but  as  an  independent  offioer  the 
Government;  that,  although  in  point  of  fonn, 
the  Secretary  did  the  act,  it  vaa^  in  q>lrit  and 
In  truth,  the  act  of  the  Prendent,  who  had  no 
right  to  advise,  direct,  or  control  lAi$A  officer; 
and  the  act,  not  being  his,  aoeordingto  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  law,  is,  for  that 
reason  alone,- reversible.  Su-,  if  these  premisea 
were  true,  I  should  conoor  in  the  oonduaioo, 
for  I  am  as  &r  as  any  person  from  giving  nj 
appnmi  to  auj  meanre  of  GarenimeDt  whkb 
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resto  its  dafan  for  that  approval  on  ita  former 
aocnnoy  aloiiA.  I  will,  sir,  permit  aa  officer 
of  (^OTemmait  in  a  court  of  Jutioe,  or  in 
enforcing  obedience  tohisoffidal  commands,  to 
show,  in  his  jnstifioation,  that  all  ^le  formali- 
ties of  ]xw  have  been  obserred  hj  him.  But 
here,  sir,  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  or  at  the 
bar  of  pnblio  opinion,  I  will  allow  no  sadi 
jnstafieiraon.  The  act  mnst  ^  r^t,  not  only 
m  form,  bat  in  sDbatanoe  also.  Kbt  m^y  the 
body  mnst  be  perfect,  bat  the  wiin"«ting  prin- 
ciple also. 

It  has  been  fimnd  necessary,  in  the  support 
of  ihia  a^nmenl^  to  assert  that  the  Trc«sary 
Department  is  a  l^i^tire  d^wrtment,  and  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasofy  is  the  fiscal  agent 
of  the  Legifiktare.    Let  11%  for  oua  moment, 
examine  uiis  matter.  An  agent  la  a  persm  ap- 
pointed to  exeoate  the  will  «nd  pnrpoees  ctf  lus 
principal.   A  legislatiTe  agent  is  a  person  ap- 
pointed to  execute  the  will  and  pnrpoeea  of  the 
Le^slatare.   How  does  the  L^ialatQre  give  ex- 
presnon  to  its  will  and  purposes  ?   By  the  en- 
actment of  laws,  and  by  the  enactment  of  laws 
only.   A  l^pslative  ageot,  therefore,i8  a  person 
Mppointed  to  exeoate  the  laws  of  tiie  L^uatore. 
And  here,  sir,  we  hare  arrived  at  the  precise 
definition  of  an  executive  officer,  such  as  the 
Cmostitntion  of  the  United  States  has  declared 
the  Freddent  to  b&  To  give  the  Seoretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  a  legislative  went,  Oie  power 
to  execute  laws  independently  01  the  £»oadv& 
vonid  not  only  be  a  robbery  of  the  powers  or 
the  Presldwit,  but  also  a  usurpation  on  the  part 
of  Congress,  and  a  most  flanant  violation  of 
the  constitution,  which  has  placed  the  law-mak- 
ing and  the  law-execnting  powers  in  different 
hands.  The  executive  au^oritv  of  this  Oovem- 
ment  is  vested  exclusively  in  tne  Preudent  by 
the  eonstitotion,  and  as  well  might  the  Preu- 
deot  create  an  agency  to  make  laws  as  Congress 
an  agency  to  execute  laws,  insabwdinate  to  the 
Gonstitntional^ecBtive.  But,  rir^  it  is  said,  ad- 
mitting the  Secretary  of  the  TreBmuy  to  be  an 
eTOcntive  officer,  thiU;,  by  the  act  chartering  the 
bank,  the  power  given  to  him  was  distinct  from 
that  o(  his  office.  Xnd^endeutly  of  the  consti- 
tatiooal  objections  that  mi^t  be  sucoessfnlly 
nr^ged  iwidnst  this  proponticHi,  I  answer,  a  grant 
to  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury  is  a  f^ant  to 
the  office,  and  not  to  the  individaaL   The  act 
does  not  grant  the  power  to  the  person  who, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  be  Secretair  of  the 
Treasury,  bat  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Instead  of  its  being  a  new  q>pointment,  in  ref- 
erence to  an  office,  it  is  the  enlargement  of  the 
duties  of  a  pre-existing  <^oe. 

I  have  anthority  for  saying  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  entiraj  ind^iendent  oi  tlw 
control  of  Oonsress  in  this  matter— authority 
which  no  Mend  of  the  bank  will  foel  Idmself  at 
Uberty  to  qaestion.  I  alluded,  ur,  to  what  was 
said  by  the  honorable  member  fnnn  P^insyl- 
vojdA,  (BCr,  BiNKXT,)  at  the  commencement  of 
tills  Otmgress,  the  first  time  the  Honse  had  the 
^toasoreoriistenhif  tohim.  The  qiieitioii  then 


^Bonsaed  was  the  prc^ter  reference  of  the  letter 
of  the  Seor^ary  of  the  Treasury,  asdgning  his 
reasons  for  the  removal  of  the  deponts.  That 
honorable  member  then  stated  that  the  Secre- 
tary <3i  the  Treasury  sastained  the  relation  ct 
umpire  between  the  bank  and  the  Congress. 
Mark,  Kr.  SpeaJker,  the  relation  of  umpire. 
That  gentleman  is  a  distinguished  lawyer^  and 
hew<£  knows  the.  character  of  an  umpire. 
It  is,  sir,  that  of  perfect  independwoe  of  the 
parties  betwera  wluHn  he  is  to  decide.  Ko 
stronger  figure  could  be  used  to  show  that  the 
Seoretary  is  not  the  agent  of  the  Congress,  and 
the  bai^  or  of  ^ther  of  them.  The  honorable 
member  asserted  that  the  Secretarjr  was  the 
umpire,  and  hia  dedidon  the  awar£  and  that 
throagh  that  award  Oongrees  derived  ita  whole 

E>wer  of  action  over  the  sul^ect,  as  an  appel- 
te  tribunaL  That  the  power  in  Oongreaa,  now 
to  act  in  this  matter,  was  not  an  original^  but  a 
derivative  power,  derived  from  the  action  of 
the  Secretary,  and,  conseqaentiy,  that  ve  were 
con&ied  in  our  action  to  the  review  of  the  rea- 
sons assigDed  by  the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir,  there  is  nothing  in  all  the  noise  we  have 
heard  about  despotism  and  usarpation,  but  the 
clamor  of  politicians  who  are  hungering  and 
thirsting  afber  place.  There  is  nothmg  in  any 
of  the  measures  f>f  the  administration,  in  reqieot 
to  this  whole  matter,  that  cannot  find  a  prece- 
dent in  all  the  adnunistrations  aooe  tiie  estab- 
lishment or  tite  Government  under  the  exit- 
ing constitution.  Sir,  the  powers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  the  Congress  and  Eieca- 
tive  are  weU  defined.  Congress  has  absolute  as 
well  as  plenary  power  over  the  revenues  and 
moneys  bdtmg^ng  to  the  Govemment.  It  can 
direct  the  place  where  they  shall  be  kept,  by 
whom  kept^  when  removed,  and  for  what  pur- 
pose removed ;  bat  it  is,  nevertheless,  the  duty 
of  tiie  President  to  see  that  all  laws  made  by 
Congress  respecting  than  are  fslthfiillpr  execnt' 
ed,  and  of  this  power  he  cannot  be  diverted— 
he  cannot  even  divest  himself  of  it, 

I  r^oice,  rir,  that  all  the  arguments  that  have 
been  mtroduced  against  the  removal  and  In 
fovor  of  the  restoration  of  tiie  deposits,  in  the 
connection  of  these  measures  with  the  prev^- 
ing  distress,  have  had  reference  to  the  qaestimi 
of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  solely,  and  thus 
presenting  tiie  true  question  of  bank  or  no  bank. 
I  am,  nevertheless,  oonstruned  to  say,  from  all 
the  lights  shed  upon  this  sutijeot,  that  those  ar- 
guments are  more  pertinent  to  the  true  issue 
than  weighty  to  establish  the  Issue  on  the  part 
of  those  advancing  them. 

It  is  a  fau-  argument  that  no  real  eaose  e^dst- 
ed,  independent  of  tiie  baniL  for  this  fidlure  of 
orediti  when  it  is  asserted  that  this  fulore  haa 
lieen  cansed  by  the  prospective  destmotion  of 
the  bank,  to  which  the  removal  of  the  deposits 
is  suppoMd  to  be  the  prelude.  The  argument 
is,  that,  although  the  removal  of  the  depodts  did 
not  lessen  the  amoont  of  the  capital,  which  is 
the  bads  of  the  issoes  forming  the  enrr^ioy  of  ' 
the  oonntry,  and  therefore  was  not)  in  itsdf,  the 
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IWOMBU7  oaose  of  the  cartaihnent  of  those  is- 
foea— yet,  in  tbo  midst  of  the  most  extended 
commercial  prosperitj,  there  is  a  general  dis- 
mption  of  cnrrencj  and  of  credit,  arising  from 
an  event  which  strongly  proves  that  the  diarter 
of  the  bank  will  not  be  renewed.  I  deny,  sir, 
that  it  is  pos^ble,  in  the  midst  of  sach  prosper- 
ity,  in  the  absence  of  real  causes,  to  create  a 
panic,  that  is  to  be  at  once  the  oaose  and  the 
effect  of  its  own  existenoe.  Onr  people  are  too 
wise  to  believe  that  their  ftte  is  indissolnbly 
Interwoven  with  that  of  the  bank,  and  too  pra- 
duit  to  borrow  tronble  In  advauoe.  I  repeat,  sir, 
that  when  tbe  friends  of  the  bai^  assi^  as 
oaose  for  tbe  prevailing,  distress  that  which  is 
wholly  insofficient,  it  is  strong  presomptive 
proof  that  the  fault  is  with  the  bank.  Bot  we 
have  also  other  proof;  the  bank  has  lessened 
its  disooonts — its  millions  here,  and  its  mQlion 
at  this  branch  and  at  that,  and  where  it  was 
most  necessary  to  have  its  power  felt.  The 
screws  of  that  iostitation  are  not  only  power- 
tal,  bot  the  chief  engineer  who  tarns  those 
screws  understands  U&orooghly  the  time  and 
place  for  Uieir  most  effective  application.  To 
this  red  existing  oaose,  and  that  of  cash  duties 
p^d  nnder  the  new  ravenne  laws,-  add  the  nn- 
loimded  alarm  that  has  been  created,  and  we 
have  the  true  caosea  of  the  hardness  of  the 
times.  This  unfounded  alarm  was  also  chiefly 
the  work  of  the  bank.  In  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion, I  have  only  to  point  to  the  indlvidoals  who 
are  most  industriously  engaged  In  soondiDgthe 
trumpet  of  alarm  in  the  Atlantic  cities,  who 
are  tliey,  sir!  The  detected  porchased  instru- 
ments of  1832.  The  bribed  agents  of  the  bank. 
I  have  no  disposition,  in  an  argument,  to  call 
hard  names;  neither. do  I  feel  a  disposition  to 
call  things  by  any  other  than  their  right  names ; 
and  I  do,  therefore,  repeat,  they  are  the  bribed 
■gents  of  the  bank  who  have  raised  the  cry  of 
distress.  Look  to  New  Tork,  and  who  are  they 
that  decried  the  State  banks,  and  labored  assid- 
uously and  insidiously  to  destroy  their  credit, 
the  local,  the  general  credit?  They  are  those, 
nr,  who  have  been  proved  to  have  "  thti  facili- 
ty" of  converuon  from  one  faiUi  to  another  in 
the  twinkling  ol  an  eye,  under  the  influence 
of  tbe  *'  facilities  "  ftimished  from  tiw  breeches 
pocket  of  Nicholas  Biddle. 

I  shall  pursue  this  subject  no  further.  The 
day  of  passion  will  soon  have  passed  away,  and 
the  madness  of  party  will  soon  have  sutraided. 
The  veil  of  deception,  which  aspiring  men  have 
thrown  around  this  matter,  will  then  have  been 
remoTed.  Sir,  how  can  they  then  hold  up  Vbieiir 
Ikoes  in  the  presence  ot  an  insulted  ooiumnnity  ? 
WiU  It  be  any  spologj  that  these  men  were  In 
the  pursuit  of  ol^ects  of  personal  amUtionf 
Will  their  miserable  eoramblinga  for  office  consti- 
tute an  atonement  for  the  distress  they  brought 
upon  their  fellow-citiiens  ?  No,  sir,  it  will  be 
tite  Jnst  cause  of  their  condemnation.  The 
country  is  again  prospering,  but  this  prosperity 
is  to  them  as  the  light,  they  cannot  bear  it,  for 
tb^  prefer  darkness  xather  than  Uf^t. 


tJinn,iaSl 

Mr.  SrKWAfiT  atSd:  Whatweretbeoljectsto 
be  accomplished  by  this  prematnre  remoral  of 
the  deposits  from  where  the  law  had  piseed 
them,  and  where  Oongress,  at  the  dose  of  its 
last  session,  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two  to  ope, 
had  declared  they  were  safe  and  should  remm  t 
The  objects  and  ends  of  this  measure  wen 
these: 

1.  It  would  •force  from  General  Jacbwi 
many  men  who  were  coming  into  fikTCff,  nd 
who  were  regarded  with  judoiuT'i  it  wodd 
restore  puty  lines  and  party  fbeUngs,  h  io^ 
pensable  to  the  saooess  a  certain  o^ntA, 
and  jfive  him  again  the  exclurive  contra  of  drt 
President  and  his  followers. 

2.  It  would  also  give  him  the  control  of  the 
money  os  well  as  the  patronage  of  the  GoTern- 
ment,  by  which  to  purchase  the  mercenffy, 
seduce  the  ambitions,  and  corrupt  the  Tenal 
and  profligate  portion  of  the  communit]'. 

8.  It  would  retMU  about  fifteen  milhoiu  rf 
dollars  now  collected  in  New  York, 
oity,  to  sustMU  the  safety-fund  banks,  iwttiu 
of  sending  it  to  the  United  States  Bank  at  Phil- 
adelphia. 

4.  This  blow  at  the  bank  might,  it  wu 
posed,  recover  some  of  the  popularity  in  the 
South  which  had  been  lost  by  the  proclamatkHL 

6.  It  would  divert  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple from  the  true  and  great  points,  the  merib, 
qualifications,  and  public  services  of  me^^ 
fix  it  on  a  false  issue  between  a  popular  Prea- 
dent  and  an  unpopular  bank. 

6.  It  would  destroy  one  bank,  Bnm«sed  to 
be  unfavorable,  and  establish  some  fiftj'  o^* 
hundred  others  as  depositories  of  tiie  pntw 
funds,  with  a  perfect  command  and  conbxil  a 
their  political  action,  as  was  exerted  over  the 
safety-fund  banks  of  New  York. 

Examine  these  motives  and  ol^ect^  not  oae 
of  them  oonid  inflaenoe  the  course  d  ^i^"^ 
Jackson,  if  left  free  and  uneontroUed  by  u» 
magical  spell  which  seemed  to  impel  him,  ^ff^ 
the  advice  of  all  his  cabinet,  to  tne  adoptioQ  » 
measures  destmctive  alike  to  his  frinids,  w 
fame,  and  his  happiness.  Who  has  this  masm 
benefited?  It  has  benefited  the  bank,  increas- 
ed its  friends,  and  may  revive  its  hopes  of  « re- 
charter  before  extinguished.  It  has  united  tM 
opposition,  impossible  without  it,  streogthenn 
the  opponents  of  the  Preudent,  and  tiaat 
enemies  of  thousands  who  would  have 
wiae  remaiiiedhis  fHends;  and  who  hasitiB^ 
juredt  ^ 

It  has  saorificed  the  poor  to  the  rich;  t» 
debtor  to  the  creditor ;  the  merchant  to  uie 
bank ;  the  borrower  to  the  lender.  The  jrSaer 
and  the  stocl^obber,  who  now  lend  at  fonrtoW 
interest,  and  speculate  and  feast  on  the  ii^'^^ 
and  misfortunes  of  mankind,  are  alone  l>6Defit- 
ed  by  this  unfortunate  experiment  It 
all  admit,  prostrated  many  of  the  President's 
friends  here  and  elsewhere;  especially  tlK»e 
elected  by  small  majorities.  The  political 
obaiwes  it  has  produced  are  all  one  way.  K 
has  drawn  down  the  corses  <rf  tiwaaanJis 
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have  been  nunod  it^  <hi  Prarident ;  and 
tiwir  curses,  instead  of  their  blessings,  wUl  fid- 
low  bim  into  retirement,  and  mar  bis  peace 
ud  happiness  forever.  And  why  and  Where- 
fore all  this  mischief  f  'Wb;  remove  the  de- 
posits from  where  they  were  safe,  and  place 
them,  without  the  anthoritj  of  law  or  the  con- 
oorrenoe  of  Oongress,  where  thej  are  less  se- 
en re,  and  less  accessible  for  the  public  service  I 
"Was  it  to  promote  mj  interested  view  of  the 
President }  No.  Bat  to  promote  the  ambi- 
tions view  of  one  who  aspires  to  the  snooesaon, 
and  who  will  reach  it,  if  nemnst,  overtbe  rains 
of  his  coontrjr. 

Ur.  UnuB  said:  lliepablio depodts  have 
been  removed  from  tiie  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  porsaanoe  of  the  reserved  anthori^ 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnrj,  in  the  16ui 
section  of  the  baok  charter,  in  consequence  of 
the  alleged  misconduct  of  the  bank;  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  believing  that  there  was 
much  in  the  condnct  of  the  book,  if  not  to 
render  It  absolately  necessary,  at  least  to 
justify  the  course  tiiat  had  b^n  taken.  In 
this  opinion  a  majority  of  this  House  bod  con- 
oarred,  by  declaring  that  the  public  moneys 
owht  not  to  be  restored  to  it. 
,  The  recent  oondaot  of  the  hank,  in  refusing 
to  permit  an  exuunaUon  of  its  afflura  except 
In  ita  own  way,  had  strengthened  the  omrect- 
seas  frf  this  deoidon.  There  are  many  men  in 
this  House  who^  in  the  early  part  of  this 
sesdon,  were  in  fkvor  of  a  restoraUon,  that 
have  since  become  dissatisfied  with  tiie  course 
of  the  btmk,  and  ore  now  in  opposition  to  that 
measure,  amongst  whom  he  was  happy  to  find 
bis  colleague,  (Mr.  Coitltbb.)  "Wnat,  then, 
ore  we  to  do  with  the  public  depontsl  is  the 
question  now  presented.  They  are  not  to  be 
returned  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  idea  of  looking  them  up  in  an  iron  ohest, 
wbwe  ^e  commimity  can  derive  no  benefit 
from  them,  in  the  shape  of  discounts,  is  hardly 
seriously  entertuned  by  any  one.  There  u 
no  place,  then,  for  them  at  present,  where  they 
can  he  deposited  with  any  odvanta^  bnt  in 
the  State  bonks;  and  the  only  important 
qneation  left  for  ua  to  determine  is,  whether 
ve  wiU  leave  them  at  the  entire  and  nncon- 
trolled  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  whether  we  will  relate,  limit, 
mud  control  his  £soretioa  in  regurd  to  them, 
bylaw! 

Surely,  said  Mr.  M.,  gentleman  who  have 
been  so  loud  in  deprecating  executive  inflaence 
mad  patronage,  cannot  hesitate  which  alterna- 
tive to  o1kkis&  He  had  not  examined  the 
deWla  of  the  bill  very  minutely,  but  from  the 
examinatlwi  he  had  givw,  he  aid  not  perceive 
any  hisaperable  ol^ection  to  It.  He  would 
thercfwe  vote  toe  it ;  bnt  he  was  rerj  far  fhnn 
eoniidering  ita  adoption  as  having  any  direct 
bearing  on  the  question  of  whether  there 
should  be  a  nUional  bank  hereafter  established 
or  not.  That  was  a  qneati<Hi  not  now  nndttr 
OOTsideration.  The  charter  of  the  preeent 


[H.  vS. 

bank  will  not  ez^re  until  Mardi,  18M^  ud 
until  then  it  aeona  to  be  generally  admlttad  no 
new  bank  con  be  put  m  operatiMi,  even  If 
there  was  a  disposition  to  do  so. 

We  must,  therefore,  have  some  place  to  keep 
the  puMio  moneys  in  the  mean  time,  even  if  a 
new  bank  shotdd  be  hereafter  created:  and, 
as  he  could  perceive  no  better  system,  for  the 
present,  tiian  that  proposed  in  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  he  trusted  the  House 
wonld  adopt  it. 

Mr.  Chilton  said  that  he  bod  risen  to  submit  a 
motion,  to  which,  under  other  circamstancei^ 
he  should  be  opposed.  We  had  now  five  remain- 
ing days  of  this  aesBvm.  Very  much  imp<wtant 
and  indispenaaUe  budness  remained  unacted  on  { 
and  unlMS  this  subject  should  be  immediatdy 
£sposed  of,  must  necessarily  remain  unacted 
on,  for  the  reridue  of  the  session,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  country.  Sir,  said  Mr.  0.,  I 
un  opposed  to  the  bill  under  conrideration; 
firmly  and  immovably  0]>posed  to  it.  Yet  that 
it  will  pass  this  House  is  perfectly  evident  to 
every  member  on  his  fioor.  Why,  then,  should 
we  disregard  our  other  high  duties  to  the 
country,  and  consume  the  little  remnant  of  our 
time  in  fruitiess  opposition  to  the  will  of  the 
minority  in  this  House,  when  we  know  that 
oar  potttion  is  powerless  t  The  mi^ori^  here 
can  pass  the  biU ;  they  will  pass  it^  and  theirs 
will  he  the  responsibility  of  its  passage.  My 
reliance,  sir,  is  elsewhere.  I  ooimdentiy  trust 
and  beUeve  that  there  is  elsewhere  a  reliance, 
and  a  safe  one,  too,  in  regard  to  this  subject, 
on  which  the  country  may  anchor  its  best 
interests.  But,  sir,  as  nothing  can  be  guned 
by  continuing  this  debate,  and  as  much  would 
be  lost,  iu  discbarge  of  a  solemn  duty,  whidi 
I  owe  to  my  constituents  and  my  country,  I 
demand  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  previous  questum  being  put,  Mr.  H. 
Etkbrt  d«nanded  the  yeas  and  nays ;  whioh 
were  ordered,  and  stood — yeas  118,  naya  77. 

On  the  question  of  engrossment  they  wen 
alto  taken,  and  stoodr— yeas  111,  n«ya  86. 

The  hill  was  put  on  Us  final  passage,  and 
decided  as  follows : 

Tbas.— Vesan.  John  Adsms,  WllHsm  AHen,  Aa- 
thony,  Besle,  Bean,  Besrdaley,  Betomont,  Blair, 
Bockee,  Bodle,  Boon,  Bouldbu  Brown,  Bunch,  Bonis, 
Bynum,  CtmtHeteng,  Csrmitaisel,  Carr,  Cuey,  CbA- 
ney,  Ghinn,  Ssmuu  ClaA,  Clay,  Coffee,  Connor, 
Cnmer,  Day,  Dickerson,  Didtiiiwii,  Bonli^,  For- 
ester, Fowler,  William  K.  FaU«^  G^twaith,  Gholscn, 
Gilmer,  Josm>h  Hall,  Halsey,  ^um^sn,  JoBq)h  X. 
Hsrper,  HaniKm,  Hathaway,  Hawkins,  Hswes,  Hen- 
derson, Howell,  Hubbard,  Abel  HonUngton,  Inge^ 
Jarvis,  B.  M.  Johnson,  Noadlah  Johnson,  Gave 
Johnson,  Seaborn  Jones,  Bepjsmin  Jones,  Kartnigh, 
Khmard,  Lane,  lAndnjr,  Laporte,  Luke  Lea,  Thomaa 
Lee,  iMvitOjor^^  Aujah  Hann,  Joel  X. 
Mann,  John  Y.  Xaatn,  Hoses  Hssoe,  Xdntire, 
HcKsy,  KcEhs,  UcEinley,  HcLene,  McYean,  Hnier, 
Robot  Mitchell,  Kohlenberg,  Horphy,  Osgood,  ^^8*1 
PaAa,  Faik«v  FatlMi,  Fatterson,  D.  J.  Feam^ 
iVanUln  Flaroa,  Fleison,  Fhmmer,  Folk,  SAsad^ 
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Befalef,  fibepperd,  Sbbm,  Stiiith,  Speight,  Stude- 
fer,  S(»dd«rt,  SuUieriaDd,  Willi*m  Taylor,  Frmade 
nunaui  TbomioD,  Totrill,  Ymdeipod,  Vu  Houtm, 
Wuner,  Wird,  Wndirell,  Weteteiv  WhalltMi,  C. 
P.  WUte— lis. 

Mati.— •MeMM.  Jcbn  Qoincy  Adams,  Hemu 
Allan,  John  J.  Allea,  Ardier,  Ashler,  Barber,  Bar- 
aiu,  Ouringer,  B^lie&  Beat;,  Binne;,  Bull,  Burd, 
Cige,  Campbell,  Ctumb^  Chilton,  William  Clark, 
Clayton,  Corwiu,  Coulter,  Dariington,  Davenport, 
Debeny,  Denny,  Dickaon,  Doncan,  Ellsworth,  Erans, 
R.  Everett,  H.  Everett,  Ewing,  Felder,  1111  more, 
Foster,  FUlo  G.  Fuller,  Fulton,  Gamble,  Garland, 
Gorbam,  Graham,  Grennell,  Griffin,  EUland  Hall, 
Bardhi,  James  Harper,  Hateltine,  Heath,  Hiester, 
JUwi  W.  Huntington,  JaokBim,  William  Cost  John- 
aon,  lAy,  Lewis,  Unot^  hove,  Kartindale,  Har- 
AaD,  HoCouas,  McKetman,  Iteroer,  Hilligan,  Moore, 
FliKkney,  Potte,  Samssy,  Reed,  Readier,  Seldcn, 
W.  B.  Sbepard,  Wm.  Slade,  Charies  Blade,  Sloaae, 
Ebane^,  Steele,  Stewart,  Philemon  Thomas,  Tomp- 
kbM,  IntnerTweedy,  Ylnton,  Watmongh,  E.  D. 
White,  F.  Whittlesey,  EUd»  WhUdeaey,  Wilde, 
WUliama,  Wilson,  Wise,  Toung— »0. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  tLe 
Senatei 

OerureU  Ltffayetts. 

Vr.  Adams  obtained  leave  to  make  a  raKnt, 
flron  the  select  Joint  e«miiitte&  on  the  sai^ect 
of  the  death  or  LafltTette,  and  r^orted  the 

foUovtng  reaolntions : 

JiMolvtd,  (te..  That  the  two  Houses  hare  received, 
irith  the  profonndest  seuUdli^,  lutdltenoe  of  the 
death  of  GMMnd  Lafityette,  the  Mend  ^  die  TTnlted 
States,  the  friend  of  Washington,  and  the  Mend  of 
liberty. 

Sea  2.  And  he  it  fmihtr  ruclved.  That  the  sacri- 
flcea  and  efForta  of  this  illustrious  person,  in 
eanse  of  our  coantry^  daring  her  struggle  for  inde- 
pendeBoe,  and  the  aflfcodonaie  hiievest  which  be  has 
at  an  tiiMS  nanUiBeted  fiM>  the  aaeceas  of  her  polid- 
cal  instltutloiu,  daim  from  the  Oovemtnent  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  an  exprestfon  of  condolence 
for  bis  loss,  vuieration  for  his  virtnes,  and  giMitade 
for  bis  servioee. 

Sea  S.  .Aiw(i<j<Airt4«rfwsof«Mj;  That  the  In- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  reqnwted  to  addreaa, 
together  irith  a  oaaj  of  the  above  resolutions,  a  let- 
ter to  Geow  Wawington  Lafayette,  and  the  other 
members  of  his  fimily,  assuring  Aem  m  the  condo- 
lence at  this  whole  nation  in  thdr  irreparable  be- 
tesTement. 

Sec.  4.  And  ht  it  further  reiolved,  That  the  mem- 
bers of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  will  wear  a 
badge  of  numming  for  thirty  days,  and  that  it  be 
Teoommended  to  the  people  (d  tiie  United  States  to 
wear  a  rimiUr  badge  u«  the  same  period. 

Sea  6.  AttdUU  fiirthtr  nwhtd^  That  the  halk 
of  the  Honeea  be  drosied  in  mourning  for  the  residue 
of  the  session. 

Sec.  A.  And  be  it  further  retolved,  That  Jobs 
QuiKCT  Adihs  be  requested  to  deliver  an  oration  on 
tiis  Bfe  and  dbaneter  of  Oeneml  lalkyette.  b^bre 
the  two  HoDiea  of  Coi^Rfl^  at  flie  next  sesBMn. 

The  reaoltitions  were  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  tor  a  third  reading^  bj  a 
nnanimons  vote. 


  [JS1H.MM. 

FbiA,t,  Jnne  27. 
Statue  i^Mr.  J^trnm. . 
Hr.  E.  Etkbkit,  from  ttie  Committee  od  Um 
Library,  reported  a  resolntion  direotii^  tlut 
the  statne  <u  1£t,  Jefferson,  presented  to  OoD- 
greaa  by  Lientenant  Levy,  of  the  navy,  to 
plaoed  in  tbea^nare  at  the  eastern  ftoat  of  fte 
GspitoL 

Mr.  Abohkb  eoDoeiTed  that  if  Ooumi 
desired  to  have  a  statne  of  this  diatiiigdaed 
man,  it  woold  be  more  eomistent  wm  pn^ 
priety  to  procure  one  tar  tiwmsdTes,  dm  to 
be  indebted  for  it  to  any  person  irbatever. 
He  had  another  obJectitHi,  wbixA  was,  tlut  u 
OoDgresB  bad  resolved  to  ereot  a  stahM  ia 
honor  of  the  great  and  good  fether  oi  lit 
conntry,  the  immortal  Wasnington,  and  vliidi 
was  in  pn^TMs  of  execntion,  ntme  other  of 
any  othOT  man  dionld  be  set  np  ontil  thitd^ 
was  perfoimed  which  tl^^  had  restored  AamL 
be  done. 

He  bad  learned  th^  this  statne  of  Jcfbrua 
was  not  of  that  finished  order  which,  if  a 
Btatae  was  to  be  pot  np  at  all  in  the  gnoadi 
of  the  Capitol,  it  ooght  to  be. 

Mr.  Lun  trusted  that  the  Hoose  woaU  mt 
reject  the  resdotion  merely  beoaose  the  ilabw 
bad  been  presented  by  a  lientenant  instead  of 
a  commander. 

Hr.  MsBOBB  eononrred  in  the  mbiSka  at  Us 
ooUeagne,  that  it  was  not  a  good  likeaws,  ni 
he  was  opposed  to  the  resolnuffli. 

The  resolution  was  finally  ordered  to  bl 
engrossed,  and  was  passed— ayes  69,  noesM. 

Portrait  ^  WoMngton. 
Kr.  Jabtis  submitted  the  f^Iowiog  resoh- 
tioa,  which  was  nnanimooaly  adopted : 

£etolt>ed,  That  the  Geric  of  this  Hoese  be  greeted 
to  pay  to  Joiui.  Vanderlyn,  out  of  the  cootiiigait 
fund  of  the  House,  fifteen  hundred  didlart,  ai  adfr 
tional  ocnupensation  for  the  full  length  portnitof 
Washington,  executed  by  him,  to  be  placed  in  A> 
Hall  of  Representatives,  in  pursuance  oC  a  tcaohitits 
of  this  House  of  February  IT,  1S82. 

Etssoto  Ssaaiov. 
The  rittnig  oontinned  until  a  yvx  late  bov.- 

2%ania  to  the  JS^eaier, 
In  the  course  of  the  eTNiu^  a  rest^otion  wai 
introdnoed  by  Mr.  Sfkight,  of  North  ObnBb^ 
for  presenting  (be  thanks  of  the  Hooae  to  flw 
homwable  Asduw  SnmmoEr,  late  Spaakir 
of  the  Honae  of  Bepreaentattves,  far  the  ftitb- 
ftil,  indnstriona,  dignified,  and  impartial  namKr 
hi  which  he  disobarged  the  duties  the  Cftair, 
and  the  resolntiw  was  i^reed  to,  1^  ysas  nd 
nays,  97  Ttrtea  to  '49. 


ICoSDAT,  Jnne  80. 
77t«  FoUah  ExiUt. 
The  bill  from  the  Swate  granting  a  towB- 
ihip  cf  land  to  IM  andgraat  Poles,  UiH 
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Ijeen  amended  by  tibe  Hoiue,  was  retunied  by 
the  Senate  vith  their  non-eonenmnoe  In  the 
amendment 

[The  amendmoit  proTides  tiiat  tiie  land 
titles  shall  be  granted  after  ten  Tears'  settle' 
ment  thereon,  upon  payment  otttM  ininimTim 
price.] 

Ur.  Cut,  of  Alabama,  sud  be  mast  move 
that  the  House  do  adhere  to  its  amendment, 
and  irent  into  an  explanation  to  show  that  tJie 
bill,  aa  it  came  from  the  Senate,  was  a  depart- 
nre  from  the  constitfltion,  being  a  donation, 
for  which  there  was  not  any  precedmt  that 
he  was  aware  of  to  authorize  thdr  making,  of 
the  pnblio  domains.  One  delation  of  the  pnUie 
lands  had  been  ^tni  by  Oo^resi  to  certain 
endiprants  from  JVanoe,  but  that  grant  had 
some  pnbliff  ground  to  reoommend  it:  those 
persoBff  be&ig  ieqtired  to  ^ant'tbe  yfm  and 
the  oHve. 

Ihe  amendment  proposed  the  House  gave 
to  these  indiTidoals  advantages  which  were 
not  given  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
namely :  if  they  went  on  the  land^  after  ten 
years  they  would  only  be  oidled  on  to  pay 
therefor  the  lowest  itf  ioe,  via. :  $1  26  per  acre ; 
and  this  was  saffioient^  in  his  eatimwion,  for 
Congress  to  grant. 

-  Mr.  Cakbbelkkq  held  that  Congress  had  the 
power  to  make  grttatB  of  the  public  dmnain, 
witii  a  view  to  weir  actual  settlement ;  and 
said  he  did  not  bdiere  the  people  of  the 
United  States  generally  would  refoae  their 
assent  to  tiie  grant  for  men  oironmstanced  as 
these  Poles  were  known  to  be :  men  who  had 
been  bravely  fighting;  the  battles  of  liberty  in 
the  old  world,  and  in  redstanoe  to  the  march 
of  despotism.  He  otmsidered  this  an  offering 
in  the  eanse  of  liber^,  to  which  it  was  the 
dnty  of  the  Honse  to  respond. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adaus  expressed  his  hope  that 
this  nation  wonld  not  act  on  a  niggardly  prin- 
ciple towards  these  brave  but  unfortonate  men. 
He  did  think  tiiat  we  were  imp<^g  too  many 
conditions  with  the  grant, 

ICr.  BoBou  wool^  in  rca>ly  to  the  otntstita- 
tional  doubts  of  the  member  from  Alabama, 
inquire  from  every  son  of  freedom  throughout 
the  land,  if  the  pnUio  domain  ooirid  be  better 
di^Kwed  of  than  it  was  by  this  grant,  nven  as 
enoooragement  to  tiiose  who  had  so  oravely 
battied  m  its  sacred  cause!  The  eyes  of  tiie 
world,  he  s^d,  were  upon  them ;  and  no  man 
in  the  United  States,  no  tn»  man,  wonld  or 
ought  to  it  was  anconstitatifmal  to  pass 
this  biU. 

Mr.  MoKiu  moved  the  previoos  ^neaUon;  it 
was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  baring 
been  ordered  and  tabn, 


[A  or  B. 

The  House  imdsted  npoa  its  amendmoit 
(requiring  the  minimum  price  for  the  land)  to 
the  Ull— yeas  88,  nays  68. 

The  fbllowing  gentlemen  were  annonnced  to 
compose  the  committee  to  sit  in  the  recess  to 
invMtigate  the  affairs  of  the  Post  Office : 

Messrs.  Conhob,  Pouc,  Whittlbskt,  H.  Et- 
■BKTT,  Bbabdblet,  Watmouoh,  and  Ha  WEB. 

Mr.  Folk  said  he  perceived,  from  the  read- 
ing of  -tiie  Journal  this  morning,  that  he  was 
placed  as  a  member  of  the  select  committee 
appointed  to  idt  during  the  recess  of  CongreM 
to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  Generid 
Port  Office.  Ht.  p.  sud  he  had  never  shrank 
from  the  performanoe  of  any  duty  assigned  to 
him,  since  he  had  been  a  member  (tf  the 
House.  It  was  well  known  to  tiie  House  that 
be  had,  during  the  presmt  session,  been  ft 
member  of  a  most  lalyorions  committee,  the 
duties  of  which  he  had  attempted  to  perform. 
He  had  been  at  all  times  willing  to  ^ve  his 
whole  time  and  attention,  whSst  Congress 
was  in  sesuon,  to  the  buriness  of  the  House. 
The  committee,  however,  were  to  sit  at 
Washmgttm  during  the  recess.  The  state  of 
his  private  affairs,  he  said,  would  render  it  very 
ioomTenient  for  lun  tabe  at  Washingttm  earher 
than  the  meeting  of  the  next  sessitm  of  Con- 
gresa.  He  must  therefore  respectfiiUy  aak  the 
favor  of  the  House  to  excuse  him  from  serving 
as  a  member  of  this  committee. 

Mr.  Polk  was  excused,  and  Mr.  SrcanasT 
q>pointed  In  his  place  upon  the  committee. 

Dutia  on  Church  £eU*  remitted. 

The  bills  remitting  the  duties  on  bells  pre- 
sented to  the  Boman  Catholic  chnrch  at  St 
Louis,  Mifisonri,  having  been  called  up  by  Mn 
Abhi^,  occasioned  some  debate  on  the  con- 
stitntional  question  of  appropriating  for  the 
establishment  of  religion ;  bnt  the  bill  was  ai 
length  passed— 66  to  58. 

MitKuri  Land  Claim. 
]&.  AsHLXT  endeavored  to  have  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  laying  on  the  table  the 
bill  to  confirm  certain  land  ohdms  in  MissonH, 
bat  fuliog  in  that  effort,  he  moved  a  resolution 
requiring  the  vepvti  of  the  commissioners  who 
passed  upon  the  ohdms  to  be  anlnnitted  to  the 
Beoretaryofthe  Treasury;  which  was  agr^  to. 

Adjowmmmt. 

The  usual  massage  was  sent  to  the  Senate 
and  Prerident,  informing  them  that  the  House 
was  ready  to  ad|onm;  and  both  Houses  ad> 
joomed  at  about  7  o'olook. 


PBBATIM  Qg  OOSGBBSa. 
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FBOCEEDmOS  IN  THE  SENATE. 


IfoirDAY,  December  1, 1B84. 

At  19  o'clock  the  Senate  was  called  to  order 
^  the  ViOE  Pbibidutt  of  the  United  States, 
Eon.  JCiBTiic  Vah  Bubkv. 
Mr.  Wbitb  snbniitted  the  following  motioD : 
Ordirtd,  Thftt  tba  Secretary  acquaint  the  Hoase  of 
BepnwQUttTes  that  a  qaonim  of  the  Senate  !■  as- 
•etnbled  and  readj  to  peooeed  to  buabiea;  whldi 
woa  agreed  to. 

Ifr.  Wmm  rahndtted  tSie  folloirisg  reBoln- 
tkn: 

Eetolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  on  the 
put  of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be 
apptdnted  bj  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTea,  to  wait 
•a  the  Freddent  of  the  United  States,  and  Infwm 
him  that  quomms  of  the  two  Housea  have  aaerai- 
bted,  and  that  Congrem  ii  ready  to  recdTe  any  oom- 
nonlcation  he  may  be  pleued  to  make. 

The  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Out  moved  that  the  Senate  wuve 
baHottng  for  the  committee,  and  that  the 
presiding  officer  appoint  the  same ;  which  was 
agreed  to ;  and  ICessrs.  Wbri  and  Swm  were 
appointed. 

A  message  was  receiTed  from  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatives,  bj  Ur.  Fbahelih,  their  Olerk, 
stating  that  a  quorum  of  members  of  that 
Honse  was  present,  and  that  a  committee  had 
been  appointed  to  Join  the  Senate  committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  ufSormlng  the  Preiddent  of 
the  United  States  thai  the  two  Honsea  were 
(tfganixed,  and  ready  to  receive  his  commnoica- 
tknu. 


TuBBDAT,  December  3. 

Ur.  HoBsn,  of  Ohio,  attended  to-day. 

Vr.  WHrnt,  from  the  Joint  committee  ap- 
polnted  to  wait  on  Uie  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  quomms  <^  the  two 
Honsea  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  might 
be  pleased  to  make,  reported  that  ther  had 
MTRirmed  the  dnty  assigned  them,  and  that 
tiie  President  would,  at  12  o'clock  this  da/,  m^e 
M  ommonioation  to  Oongreaa  in  wriUng. 


The  annnal  Hesaam  of  the  Preridoit  of  the 
United  States  was  t£en  banded  to  the  GbMr, 
by  Hr.  DomuMir,  Ui  private  seentary,  vhicdt 
was  as  follows : 

^UU»-CiiuenM  of  lh«  StnaU 

md  Bourn  of  B^nmnMwn  : 
fo  peifoimior  my  duty  at  tiie  opeidag  of  yovr 
present  sei^on,  ft  gives  ue  pleasnre  to  ctMwratulate 

i'oa  again  upon  the  prosperons  coD(Ution  of  oar  be- 
oved  country.  Divme  FrovideDce  has  fitrored  oa 
with  general  health,  with  rich  rewards  in  the  fields 
(tf  agriculture  and  in  every  branch  of  labor,  and  with 
peace  to  ouldvate  and  extend  the  variona  reaonrces 
wMdi  employ  the  virtue  and  enteipriae  of  our  dti- 
xens.  Let  us  trust  that.  In  snrreylD^  a  scene  so  flat- 
tering to  our  free  faistlttrtionB,  our  Joint  delibenttioBa 
to  preanre  them  may  be  crowned  with  suoceaa. 

Our  foreign  relations  oontinae,  with  but  few 
oeptiCQS,  to  i™'»*^»<n  the  fkvoiable  aqieot  wluch  they 
ban  in  my  Isst  aanoal  Xesssge,  and  praniae  to  eitend 
those  advantages  wfakfa  the  principles  that  n^ulate 
our  Intercourse  with  other  nations  are  so  well  calon- 
lated  to  aeenre. 

ThequestiiHi  of  the  north-eastern  boundary  kstin 
pending  with  Oreat  Britain,  and  the  propositioa  made 
In  acctwdanoe  witti  the  reacdution  of  ue  Senate  fi» 
the  esUbUshinent  trf"  a  line  according  to  tiie  treaty  of 
1788,  has  not  been  accepted  by  that  GovenuneBt. 
Believing  that  every  ^^MsititHi  is  felt  both  aides 
to  a^ost  this  perplexing  question  to  the  aatia&etion 
Of  all  the  partiea  hitetested  in  U,  the  hope  is  yet  in- 
dulged that  H  Bwybe  oftotad  on  the  bMta  of  tint 
prc^positioa. 

With  the  Govemmeota  of  Austria,  Bossia,  Pm^ 
Holland,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  the  boot  ondastaad- 
iog  exists.  Conuneree,  with  all,  ia  fiMMnd  and  pt»- 
tected  by  reciprocal  good  will,  ander  the  asaelioB  ot 
liberal  oonvnitional  or  l^al  provisions. 

hi  the  midst  of  her  Internal  difficulties,  the  Qaeen 
of  Spain  has  ratified  the  ccmvention  for  Uie  payment 
of  the  daimi  of  our  citixens  arialng  since  1S19.  It 
is  In  the  cooise  of  execution  on  her  part,  and  a  copy 
of  it  ia  now  Ud  befim  ym  ftir  aadi  legidatfon  aa 
may  be  found  neesswy  to  enaUa  thcae  hitarastod  to 
derive  the  benefits  of  it 

Tiel^ng  to  Ae  fbtoe  <^  drcnmstanoes,  and  to  ttie 
wise  oooniwla  of  time  and  experience,  that  power  baa 
finally  reaolved  no  longer  to  occupy  the  imnatani 
position  in  which  aba  stood  to  the  new  Govenmeita 
«^MM«J  i»  AU  k»»i.jj.— »    I  have  Oe  great  aft- 
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lActiott  of  itatiiig  to  70a  that,  in  pnparina;  the  mj 
for  the  restonOion  of  harmony  between  those  who 
lure  iiMitng  from  the  nme  inoeston,  who  are  allied 
by  oommon  intetesta,  profeea  the  aame  religloa,  and 
ipeak  the  same  language,  the  United  St^es  have 
been  actirely  Instnimeiita].  Our  efforts  to  effect  thia 
good  woik  will  be  petwrered  in  while  tbey  are 
deemed  uaaftil  to  the  paitlea,  and  our  entire  (fiain- 
tereitedneH  oot^nei  to  be  fUt  and  imdentood. 
The  act  of  Gongreaa  to  coontemil  Ae  dacriminating 
duties,  levied  to  the  pr^ndiee  of  onr  navigaticm  in 
Cuba  and  Porto  Bieo,  nu  been  transmitted  to  the 
minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  to  be  com- 
iDtmkatedio  Uie  GorerDMteDtitf  tiieQnoBn.  No  iI^ 
tdUgenoa  of  to  receipt  baa  yet  xaadiad  the  Dqiart* 
nentitfStato,  If  Owpceaeiitoendiliniorflie 
try  pomils  the  Goremmmt  to  make  a  careftil  and 
enlarged  examination  of  Hit  true  Intereets  of  these 
important  portions  of  its  dominions,  no  doubt  is  en- 
tertained that  their  future  intercourse  with  tfie  United 
States  wiH  be  placed  nptn  a  more  just  and  liberal 
basis. 

The  Florida  ardilret  bave  not  yet  been  selected  and 
deKvered.  Recent  orderi  hare  been  aent  to  the 
asent  <^  tiie  United  States  at  Havana,  to  return  with 
aU  that  be  can  obtain,  so  that  they  may  be  in  Wash- 
ington before  the  session  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  be 
naed  in  the  l^al  questions  there  pending,  to  which 
the  GoTemment  Is  a  party. 

Internal  tranquillity  Is  happily  restored  to  Portugal. 
The  distracted  state  of  the  country  rendered  nna- 
Tt^daUe  the  poe^xmement  of  a  final  payment  of  the 
Jost  daima  of  our  dtiiens.  Our  diplomatic  relatione 
will  be  soon  resumed,  and  the  long  subsisting  friend- 
ship iritb  that  power  affords  the  strongest  guaranty 
that  the  balance  due  will  receire  prompt  attention. 

The  first  instalment  doe  under  the  oonTention  of 
Indemd^  with  the  Kng  of  the  Two  OdUes,  has 
been  duly  reedred,  and  an  olfcr  baa  been  made  to 
exttnguidi  the  whole  by  a  prompt  payment — an  offer 
I  (Ud  not  consider  myself  authorized  to  accept,  as  the 
indemnification  provided  is  the  exclnsve  property  of 
iodividnal  dtlzens  of  the  United  States.  The  origi- 
nal  a^oatment  of  onr  claims,  and  the  anxiety  dis- 
played to  fhlfil  at  <moe  the  atipnlationa  made  for  the 
payment  of  them,  aie  hfaddy  bonoraUe  to  the  <3ov- 
emment  of  the  Two  SidRes.  When  it  is  recollected 
that  they  were  the  leanlt  of  the  injustice  of  an  intm- 
nve  power,  temporarily  dominant  in  Its  territory,  a 
repugnance  to  a<Anowledge  and  to  pay  which  would 
*  have  been  neither  onnatonl  nor  nne^^peoted,  the  dr- 
cumstances  cannot  fail  to  exalt  itadiaiaeterfiirjDitloe 
and  good  &ith  in  the  qm  at  aU  natiouu 

The  Treaty  o(  Andtf  and  Cmnmeroa  between  tiie 
Vi^ted  States  and  Btdj^om,  broiwfat  to  your  notice  in 
my  last  annual  Heeaue,  as  sanetfoned  by  the  Senate, 
but  the  ratifications  of  irtilch  had  not  been  exchanged, 
omiag  to  a  dday  in  to  Mention  at  Brussels,  and  a 
mhiMinent  abicooa  of  the  Bel^an  Kinister  «f  FqT' 
eign  Affilrs,  has  been,  after  mature  deliberation, 
finally  disavowed  by  that  Government  as  inoonsittent 
with  the  powers  aM  instructions  f^ven  to  ttieir  min- 
ister who  negotiated  it.  "niis  disavowal  was  entirely 
unexpected,  ae  the  liberal  principles  embodied  b  the 
convention,  and  whioh  form  the  groundwoik  of  tiie 
ol^eetiona  to  it,  were  perfecUy  Batisfltetory  to  the 
Bogian  reiveaentative,  and  were  supposed  to  be  not 
only  within  the  powers  granted,  but  expressly  con- 
formable to  the  instnetitms  givm  to  him.  An  offer, 
not  yet  aooepted,  has  been  made  1^  Be^nm  to  » 


new  negotiations  for  a  treaty  less  liberal  in  Ita  pro- 
visions, on  questions  of  general  maritime  law. 

Our  newly-eetablished  relations  with  the  Sublime 
Porte  promise  to  be  useful  to  onr  commerce,  and  sat- 
isfactory, in  every  respect,  to  thia  Government  Onr 
intercourse  with  the  Barbary  Powera  continues  with- 
out important  diange,  exc«tt  that  the  present  polit- 
ioal  state  of  Algiers  hH  indoced  me  to  terminate  tfia 
reridenoe  there  <^  a  salaried  oonsol,  and  to  snbsiitnte 
an  ordinary  consulate,  to  remain  so  long  as  the  place 
continues  in  the  posseesioQ  of  France.  Our  first 
treaty  with  one  of  these  powers — the  Emperor  of 
Morocco — was  formed  in  1786,  and  was  limited  to 
fifty  years.  That  period  has  almost  expired.  Z  shall 
take  meaamres  to  renew  it  with  the  gi^dest  satisfho> 
tion,  as  ita  stipulations  are  Just  and  uberal,  and  bare 
been,  with  mutual  fidelity  and  reciprocal  adrantage, 
Bcmpulously  fulfilled. 

Intestine  ^ssendons  have  too  freqnentiy  occurred 
to  mar  the  prosperity,  interrupt  the  commerce,  and 
distract  the  Govemmenta  of  most  of  the  nations  of 
this  hemisphere,  which  have  sniartted  themadves 
fhun  ^wln.  when  a  firm  and  permanent  under- 
standing with  the  parent  country  shall  have  produced 
a  fom^  acknowledgment  of  their  independence, 
and  the  idea  of  danger  from  that  quarter  can  be  no 
longer  entertained,  the  friends  of  freedom  expect 
that  those  eonntricL  so  favored  1^  nature,  will  be 
distinguished  fiv  thm  hive  itf  justice,  and  thdr  devo- 
tion to  those  peacefbl  arts,  the  assidnona  cultivation 
oi  whldi  confers  h<nun>  upcm  natimts,  and  gives  value 
to  human  life.  la  the  mean  time,  I  crafiifeitly  hope 
that  the  aiqirehensions  entertained,  that  some  of  ^e 
people  of  these  luxuriant  regions  may  l>e  tempted,  in 
a  moment  of  unworthy  dis^nst  of  uidr  own  capac- 
ity for  the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  to  commit  tiie  too 
common  error  of  pnrdiaaing  present  repose  by  be- 
stowing on  some  favorite  IcMen  the  fttsl  gift  of  ir* 
re^onriUe  power,  will  not  be  realized.  With  all 
these  Governments,  and  with  that  of  Braril,  no  un- 
expected changes  in  our  rdations  have  occurred  dur* 
Ing  the  present  year.  Frequent  causes  of  just  eton- 
pbunt  have  arisen  upon  the  part  of  the  dtizens  of 
the  United  States ;  sometimes  from  the  irregular  ao- 
tiim  of  the  constituted  nbMdbiate  aathoiities  of  the 
maritime  regiona,  and  sometimes  from  the  leaders  or 
partisans  of  those  in  aims  gainst  the  estabUahed  Oov< 
wnments.  Li  all  cases,  representations  have  been, 
or  will  be  made ;  and  so  soon  as  their  political  afiUrg 
are  In  a  setUed  position,  it  is  expected  that  our 
friendly  reuMHistranoea  will  be  fdlowed  by  adequate 
redicH. 

The  Gorenment  of  Mexico  made  known,  In  De- 
cember last,  the  appointment  of  commisrionera  and 
a  surveyor,  on  to  part,  to  run.  In  coiyonetion  with 
ours,  the  boundary  line  between  its  territories  snd  the 
United  States,  and  excused  the  delay  for  tiie  reascms 
antidpated — the  prevalence  of  dvil  war.  The  com- 
mifldooen  and  surveyors  not  having  met  within  the 
time  stipulated  by  tiie  trea^,  a  new  arrangement 
became  necessary,  and  our  charg4  d'affitlres  was  In- 
stracted.  In  January  last,  to  n^otiate,  at  Mexico,  an 
article  addititaial  to  the  pre-exinng  treaty.  This  in- 
struction was  adcnowledged,  and  no  diiDBonlty  was 
iq^rdiended  in  the  aocompUshment  of  that  object. 
By  infinmatitm  just  reoelTed,  that  additional  artido 
to  the  treaty  will  be  obtained,  and  transmitted  to  this  ^ 
country,  as  soon  as  it  can  reodva  the  ratification  of 
the  Mexican  Congress. 

nie  re^ntion  1?  the  thiee  Stitei  of  Kew  Qnoadii 
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Teceitiela,  and  Equador,  forming  the  Bepublic  of 
Colombia,  seems  every  day  to  become  more  improbft- 
bla  The  commistionen  of  the  two  first  ore  undet^ 
•tood  to  be  now  negotiating  a  Just  divisioB  of  the 
obtigatioDB  contracted  by  them  wbeo  united  onder 
one  GoTowaent.  The  dvil  war  In  Equador,  it  U 
belieredj  has  prereoted  eren  tbe  ^)po&itmeiit  of  a 
commimoner  on  ite  part 

I  ttfopose,  at  an  early  day,  to  Bubmit,  in  the  proper 
fbnn,  the  appointment  of  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Ven- 
ezuela. The  importance  of  the  oommeroe  of  that 
country  to  the  United  States,  and  the  large  claims  of 
OUT  dtiaena  u]^  the  Goremmoit,  arising  before  and 
rinoe  the  divumm  of  Colombia,  rendering  it,  in  my 
Judgment,  Improper  longer  to  delay  this 

Our  rcpresentatiTes  to  Central  ijnerica,  Peru,  and 
Brasl,  are  either  at,  or  on  their  way  to,  their  respec- 
tive posts. 

Fkhu  tbe  Argentine  B^oblic,  ham  wUdi  a  min- 
Wer  was  expected  to  this  GoTeniment,  nothing 
fbrtber  has  been  beard.  Ooeaeloa  has  been  taken, 
on  the  d<»artnre  of  a  new  consul  to  Buenos  Ayrea, 
to  remind  that  OorenuneDt  that  Its  long-delayed 
minister,  whose  ^>pointmetrf  had  been  nude  known 
to  us,  had  not  arrived. 

It  becomes  my  unpleasant  duty  to  inform  yon  that 
this  pacific  and  highly  gratiiying  picture  of  our  tor- 
taga.  relations  does  not  mdude  time  with  France  at 
tius  time.  It  is  not  postible  flut  any  Government 
aai  people  could  be  more  rincerely  dedroua  of  oon- 
dliatlng  a  just  and  friendly  intercourse  wi^  another 
nation,  than  are  those  of  the  United  States  wi^  their 
aadei^  ally  and  friend.  This  dispoutlon  is  founded, 
as  well  on  tbe  most  grateful  and  honorable  rocoliec- 
tions  associated  with  our  stm^le  for  indq>endenoe^ 
as  upon  a  well-grounded  conviction  that  it  Is  cooio- 
nant  with  the  true  policy  of  both.  The  people  <Mr  the 
United  States  could  not,  therefore,  see,  wimout  the 
deepest  regret,  even  a  temporary  interruption  of  the 
fnendly  relations  between  the  two  countries — a  re- 

rtt  which  would,  I  am  sure,  be  greatly  aggravated, 
there  should  turn  oat  to  be  any  reasonable  groutul 
flir  ittaittntii^iBeharesiiU  toanyKtof  omission  or 
oomnisden  on  our  part  I  derive,  therefore,  the 
U^^KSt  aatidaction  firom  bdng  aUe  to  assure  you  that 
tibe  whole  course  of  tiiia  Government  has  been  char- 
•eterited  by  a  spirit  so  conc^iatory  and  forbearing, 
as  to  make  it  impossible  that  our  justice  and  modera- 
tion ihonld  be  questioned,  iritotever  may  be  the  oon- 
■eqneneca  of  a  longer  persereraBoa,  on  the  put  of 
tbe  French  Government,  in  her  <Hniasion  to  satisfy 
the  cntoeded  dainu  of  our  dtisens. 

The  history  oi  the  aooamolated  and  unprovoked 
aggressions  upon  our  commerce,  committed  by  the 
utbority  of  the  existing  Governments  of  fiance, 
between  the  years  1800  and  1817,  has  been  rendered 
too  painfully  familiar  to  Americans  to  make  its  rep- 
etilioa  either  necessary  at  deferable.  It  will  be  suffi- 
cient here  to  remark  tiiat  there  has,  for  many  years, 
been  scareely  a  single  administration  of  the  f^ch 
Government  by  whom  the  justice  and  legality  of  tiie 
claims  of  our  citizens  to  indemnity  were  not,  to  a 
very  considerable  extent,  admitted,  and  yet  near  a 
quarter  of  a  century  has  been  waited  In  ladtbctiud 
negotiations  to  secure  it 

Deeply  sendUe  of  the  ii^uioos  efiboti  renlting 
fWmt  tUs  state  of  things  upon  tiie  interests  and  char- 
acter of  both  nations,  I  r^arded  it  as  among  my  flrit 
duties  to  cause  one  more  efibrt  to  be  made  to  satisfy 
faaioe  that  a  just  and  liberal  settiemoit  our  didnu 
was  as  well  dne  to  htx  own  haaoe  as  to  their  inoon- 


testable  validity.  The  n^;otiatioQ  for  tidi  nopow 
was  commenced  with  the  l&te  OoveruBtent  itf  rido^ 
and  was  proaeciUed  with  such  suaoees,  sa  to  leave  no 
reasonable  ground  to  doubt  tiiat  a  settlenent  of  a 
character  quite  as  liberal  aa  that  niaak  wm  nIm- 
quaMlymade,  woold  have  bemeflboted,  hod  not  dn 
revolution^  by  irttkdi  tiw  negotiation  wss  ent  oflj 
taken  place.  Tin  discusricms  were  resumed  widt  dn 
present  Government,  and  the  result  Atimed  thatve 
were  not  wrong  In  supposing  that  on  evoit  by  vUdi 
tbe  two  Governments  weremadeito  J^qnoscfa  eacfc 
other  BO  muflb  nearer  in  thdr  political  priue^kB,ad 
by  whi<Jh  the  uptbrei  for  the  most  liberal  ma  UmA 
ly  interooorae  wen  m  neatly  nmhiidied,  eoald  a- 
ecdse  no  othw  tiion  a  aaliitanr  fatflnenoe  opm  On  M> 
gotiation.  After  the  moet  deliberate  and  tfaonx^ 
examination  of  the  irtiole  snl^eot,  a  treatj  between 
the  two  Governments  was  ocmduded  and  ligDal  at 
Paris  on  tiie  4th  of  Jnl^,  1681, 1^  wfaidt  it  ms  itvv 
tated that** the nenoh  Goreniment, hi  ordtrtolib* 
Mate  itaelffimian  the  rechnrnttoiiprefaitds^at 
it  by  citizens  of  the  Uidted  States,  for  mdaiirfuMifr 
ores,  captores,  sequestntimn,  oonflsntious  or  de- 
struction of  th^  vessels,  cargioea,  or  odier  pto^ertj, 
engages  to  pay  •  sum  of  twenty-five  minions  at  fiua 
to  the  United  Statea,  who  shall  distribute  it  autoog 
those  entitied,  in  the  manner  and  aooordhig  to  tbe 
rules  it  shall  detennfam;"  and  U  was  aba  stipdated 
on  tbe  part  of  the  French  GoverameDt,  that  Ail 
twenty-five  millions  of  francs  ahould  **be  pild  at 
Paris  in  six  annual  instalments  of  four  milUai  one 
hundred  and  sixty-cdx  thousand  six  hnndnd  sA 
sixty-dx  francs  and  ^ty-aix  centimes  eadh,  into  tbe 
hands  of  each  person  or  persons  as  diall  be  aotbop 
ised  by  the  Ooverament  of  the  United  States  to  reotin 
it"  Tbefintinrtalnenttobopdd*'atthBeqi»- 
tbm  of  one  year  next  foUoiring  the  exdiange  of  dn 
ratificaticms  of  this  conventitm,  and  tiie  otiiM  it 
successive  bitervals  of  a  year,  one  after  another,  tiQ 
the  whole  shall  be  paid.  To  the*  amount  ot  eidt  of 
tiie  sud  instalments  dull  be  added  interest  at  finr 
p«-  centum  thereupim,  as  upon  the  otiier  lostdmioti 
then  remaining  mqwdd,  the  said  interest  to  be  eoa- 
puted  from  ttw  day  <it  the  ezdmnge  oS  the  pnsvt 
conventJon." 

It  was  also  stipulated,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  behig  completely  nbenKd 
from  all  the  reclamations  presented  by  F^vnee,  oa 
b^nlf  of  ilsfitixaiB,  that  tiie  sum  of  1,500,000  ftanel 
sboaU  bo  paid  to  the  Government  of  Fnme^  Indx 
annual  InatidmQDts,  to  be  deducted  out  of  tbe  sDiml 
sums  which  France  had  agreed  to  pay,  interest  there* 
upon  bdng  in  like  manner  cmnputed  frtm  the  da; 
of  the  exchange  of  the  ratificotiona  In  addition  to 
this  stipulation,  important  advantages  were  secured 
to  FVoooe  by  tbe  following  article,  vU.:  "Tbewinei 
of  France,  from  and  after  the  exchange  of  tbe  ratiS- 
cations  oi  the  present  ccmvoition,  shall  be  admitted 
to  oonsimiption  in  the  States  of  the  Uidon,  at  dndea 
which  shall  not  exceed  tbe  folio wior  rates  by  the 
gallon,  (such  as  it  is  used  at  present  for  wines  bi  the 
United  States,)  to  wit :  dx  centa  for  red  whies  b 
casks;  ten  cents  for  white. wines  in  oai^s;  tnd 
twenty-two  cents  for  wines  of  all  scwts  in  bottlw 
nw  proportion  existing  between  the  duties  on  FreoA 
wines  thoa  rednoad,  atS  the  ganenl  rates  of  the  tariff 
irideh  went  into  Opentiott  tiie  1st  Jonoaiy,  1829,  ^ 
be  nudntoined.  In  case  tiie  Government  of  the  United 
States  ahould  think  pn^  to  dHndiddi  those  genml 
lotea  hi  a  new  tarift 

In  oondderatica  of  tidi  lUpalation,  lAkh  AiII  ba 
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UncHng  oa  the  United  States  for  tea  yesn,  the  freixdi 
GoTemment  abendoiu  the  redaowtioiu  lAudi  it  had 
fDnned  m  nbrtJon  to  the  8th  article  of  the  tmty  of 
B— donof  LouifBan*.  It  engegei,  moreorer,  to  C8tal»- 
Bah  <»  Uw  loRff  ttapU  cottcnu  of  dw  United  Statei, 
wUdi,  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifloatloiu  of  the 
present  conventitm,  aboiud  be  broudit  directly  thenoe 
to  France  bj  Un  TMoelB  <tf  ttw  Uidted  States  or  br 
frenoh  reaMB^  tiu  ams  dntiM  u  en  lAoit 
ooCtona." 

TUi  tmtj  mm  duly  ntlfied  in  the  Bumner  pre- 
Ktflbed  t^W  MmtitatiODi  ofbo^  countrias,  and  the 
ntUeatfon  was  exdionged  at  the  citjof  Waahington, 
0n  Ibe  Sd  of  Febmarj,  18S3.  On  accoimt  of  ita 
qenmarcial  stipolationa,  it  ma,  within  fire  dajs  there- 
after, laid  before  the  Cot^;re8s  of  the  United  Statea, 
irtifai  proceeded  to  enact  such  lam  &T(»ablB  to  the 
oonunerceof  Tkanoe  as  vereDeceaBaryto  eatirit  into 
fUl  execotlon ;  and  fHnce  haa,  from  that  period  to 
the  iweaent,  been  in  the  nnteamcted  eiyoTment  of 
tlie  Tdoable  prlTileges  that  were  thus  seoired  to  her. 
The  faith  of  the  French  nation  h»Ting  been  thua  sol- 
omnl7  pieced,  through  its  constitutional  o^an,  for 
the  Uquid^on  and  nltfmate  payment  of  the  long- 
deferred  duma  of  our  dtizens,  as  also  for  the  a^jtisb- 
ment  of  other  pointi  of  great  and  redprocal  benefits 
to  both  oonntciee,  and  the  United  Statea  haring,  with 
a  fidelity  and  promptitade  by  which  their  coodsot 
will,  I  trust,  be  ahraya  dMnoteriied,  done  erery 
thing  that  waa  neoeesary  to  cany  the  treaty  into  ftiU 
«nd  fUr  eSbet  on  thdr  part,  courted,  with  the  moat 
perfect  confidence,  on  eqoal  fldeli^  and  {mtnptitode 
on  the  part  of  the  French  Oorenunent  In  this  rea- 
•on&ble  expectation  we  bare  been,  I  regret  to  inform 

Ko,  wildly  diaaj^xdirted.  Ko  l^flmre  provision 
I  been  made  by  France  for  the  exeontlon  of  the 
trva^,  dtber  aa  it  respects  the  indemnities  to  be  paid, 
or  the  commercial  l)eneflta  to  be  aecnxed  to  the  United 
fitatea ;  and  the  reUUona  between  the  United  Statea 
and  that  powa.  In  ponaequeDGe  theref^  are  placed 
inaaitnattonthwteidngtolntwnytttiegoodnndef- 
Standing  irtndi  has  to  long  and  bo  bap^y  existed 
between  the  two  natiooB. 

Not  only  has  the  Frencii  Goremment  been  thug 
wanting  in  the  perfbnnance  of  theat^nllation8  it  has  so 
wcAeaaSj  entered  into  with  the  United  States,  but  its 
omiaedons  hare  been  tnarl^ed  by  drcumstancea  whidi 
would  seem  to  leave  us  without  sattsfaetory  evidences 
XtuA  such  peifixmaiioe  will  certainly  take  place  at  a 
fbtore  period.  Adrloe  of  the  exchange  of  ratifications 
reached  Paris  prior  to  the  8th  April,  1BS2.  The 
French  Chambers  were  ibea  AV&ag,  and  condnned 
bi  session  until  the  Slot  of  tliat  month;  and  althoos^ 
one  instalment  of  the  indemnity  was  payable  on  the 
Sd  of  February,  1883,  one  year  after  the  exd»^  of 
raUflcations,  no  cq)plication  was  made  to  the  Cam- 
ban  fw  the  required  appnmriation,  asd,  in  conie- 

race  of  no  Bppropri&tioo  having  then  been  made, 
draft  of  the  United  Statea  OoTemment  for  that 
instalment  waa  dishonored  by  the  Minister  of  Finance, 
and  Un  United  States  thereby  Inrolved  in  much  oon- 
trorefsy.  The  next  session  of  the  CSnmbera  oom- 
MOraed  ma  the  IMh  Norember,  188S1,  and  continued 
audi  the  8nh  April,  1888.  Notwithalandii«  the 
omiarion  to  pay  the  fltst  inatahnent  had  been  made 
the  subject  of  cam  eat  remonstrance  on  our  part,  the 
treaty  with  the  United  States,  and  a  bill  mOdag  the 
necessary  appropriations  to  execute  it,  were  not  Uid 
before  the  Chamber  of  Dqnities  nntil  the  6th  of 
April,  neariy  fire  mmtha  after  ita  meeting,  and  mly 
irfmrttiw  iwyi  hffnnt  thn  rhwm  ttf  thn  ntiwimi  Ibq 
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bill  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  committee,  hot  there 
was  no  farther  action  upon  it.  The  next  session  of 
the  Chambers  commenced  on  the  Sftth  of  Api^  1688, 
and  continued  until  the  26th  of  June  following.  A 
new  UB  was  Introduced  on  the  11th  of  June,  bat 
nothing  fmpoTtant  was  done  in  rdation  to  it  during  the 
session.  In  the  month  of  April,  1884,  neariy  three 
years  d!ler  the  ngnature  of  the  treaty,  the  fiiul  action 
of  the  French  Chambers  upon  the  bill  to  carry  the 
treaty  into  effect  was  obtained,  and  resulted  in  a  re* 
fbsal  of  the  neocaaaiy  anmpriatitma.  Hm  arowed 
grounda  upon  wWdi  the  nil  was  rei'ected,  are  to  be 
found  In  me  puUished  debates  of  that  bmly,  and  no 
obserrationa  <i  mine  can  be  necessuy  to  satisfy  Cot^ 
gress  <^tiidr  utter  insufBciency.  Altiiough  tiie  gross 
amount  of  the  claims  of  our  dtitens  is  probably  great- 
er than  will  be  ultimately  allowed  by  the  commisdon* 
era,  suffldent  la,  neverthdeas,  shown,  to  render  It  ab- 
solutdy  oertidn  that  the  Indemnity  falls  &r  short  of  the 
actual  amount  of  our  just  daims,  lodependentiy  ot 
damages,  and  interest  for  the  detention.  That  the 
settiement  involTed  a  sacrifice.  In  this  respect,  was 
well  known  at  the  time— a  sacrifice  which  waa  cheer- 
fully acquiesced  in  by  the  different  brandiee  of  tiie 
Federal  Oorenunent,  whose  action  upon  the  treaty 
was  required,  from  a  sincere  desire  to  ardd  farther 
ooniaoB  upon  tUa  dd  and  diitinlidng  anlgect,  and  la 
the  confident  expectation  that  the  general  relatione  be- 
tween the  two  countries  would  be  improred  theretqr. 

The  refusal  to  rote  the  qopropriation,  the  news  of 
vrtiidi  waa  recdred  from  our  minister  in  Paris  abont 
the  IStii  day  of  Hay  last,  might  bare  been  conddered 
the  final  detennination  ta  the  Fieodi  Oorenunent  not 
to  execute  the  atipnUtiow  of  the  treaty,  and  would 
hare  Justified  an  *"*""^'***  oommnidMtion  the 
bota  to  Congreae,  with  a  recommendation  of  such 
ultimate  meaaurea  as  the  interest  and  honor  of  the 
United  States  might  seem  to  require.  But  with  the 
nem  of  the  refiual  of  the  Chambers  to  make  the 
i^propriatioQ,  were  conveyed  the  regrets  of  the  King, 
and  a  dedaraticn  that  a  national  reasd  aboold  be 
fertbwltti  anit  out,  with  instructions  to  the  Fnaeh 
minister  to  giro  tm  most  ample  exfdanations  of  the 
past,  and  we  strongest  assurances  for  the  future. 
After  a  l<mg  passage,  the  promised  despatch  vessel 
arrired.  Too  pieties  ^ven  by  the  French  minister, 
upon  recdpt  tk  bis  insbnctions,  were,  that  as  soon 
after  the  election  of  the  new  members  as  the  charter 
would  permit,  the  Legiahitive  Ghambera  of  France 
should  be  called  together,  and  the  proposition  for  an 
appropriatiOQ  laid  before  them ;  that  all  the  constitu- 
tional powera  of  the  King  and  Ida  CaUnet  ahoold  be 
exerted  to  accomplijifa  the  (deject ;  and  that  the  result 
should  be  made  known  eariy  enough  to  be  communi- 
cated to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session.  Bdying  npui  these  pledges,  and  not 
dtmtrtfa^  tlMt  the  admomedged  jnanoe  of  onr  <ddma, 
the  promised  exertions  of  the  Sng  and  his  Cabinet, 
amL  above  all,  that  sacred  regard  fat  the  natimal 
&ith  and  honor  for  which  the  Frendi  character  has 
been  so  dlstingnlahed,  would  secure  an  eariy  execa- 
ticm  of  the  tr^ty  in  all  ita  parts,  I  did  not  deem  it 
neoeesary  to  call  the  attenti<ai  ct  Congreaa  to  the  sub- 
ject at  the  last  seedon. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  pledns  made  through  the 
minister  of  France  have  not  been  redeemed.  The 
new  Chambers  met  on  the  Slst  July  last ;  and  al- 
thou^  ^  sninect  of  l^ilfillbg  treaties  was  alluded 
to  in  the  Bpeecb  from  the  throne,  no  attempt  waa 
made  the  King  w  hia  Cabinet  to  jnocure  an 
anmpnatton  to  carry  h  into  exeoDtion,  llie  tea* 
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taoa  fAiva  for  this  omiasion,  altboTigh  thej  might  be 
onuriowed  suffideDt  in  an  ordinary  ooae,  tire  not  con- 
latent  with  the  expectations  founded  upon  the  asaur- 
ancefl  given  here,  for  there  ia  no  conatitutional  ob- 
Btude  to  entering  into  l^UIatlve  business  at  the  firat 
meeting  of  the  Chambers.  This  point,  however, 
ai^t  nave  been  oreriooked,  bad  not  the  Chambers, 
inttead  of  being  called  to  meet  at  so  eariy  a  day  that 
tba  imM  «f  their  ddlbttations  might  be  communi- 
OBted  to  me  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  been 
prorogued  to  the  29th  of  the  present  montb— a  period 
to  late  that  their  dedsioa  can  scarcely  be  made  known 
to  the  present  Congress  prior  to  its  dissolntion.  To 
avoid  this  delay,  our  minister  in  Paris,  in  virtue  of 
the  aanuanoe  given  by  the  French  minuter  in  the 
ITidtfld  States,  itKmfi^y  urged  the  oonvoeattoa  of  the 
Obamben  at  an  etrher  day,  but  iritbont  sueoess.  R 
is  proper  to  remark,  however,  that  thia  reAual  has 
been  accompanied  with  the  most  positive  asBuranoes, 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  Government  of  Vnaot, 
of  their  Intention  to  press  liw  appropriation  at  the 
oisuing  seasion  of  the  Ghambns. 

The  executive  bnuudi  of  this  Govemnient  has,  as 
nutten  stand,  exhausted  aU  the  authority  upon  the 
nljeot  with  wUefa  It  Ii  bmsted,  and  whkh  it  bad 
way  reason  to  beltove  oonU  be  bmeflaUly  employ- 
ed. 

The  Idea  of  aoquiesdng  in  the  refusal  to  execute 
the  treaty  will  not,  I  am  confident,  be  for  a  moment 
eotert^ed  by  any  tnan^  of  this  Government ;  and 
Airtbw  negotiation  upon  the  suligect  is  equally  out  of 
tbemestioa. 

If  it  riull  be  the  ideainte  Oongress  to  awidt  the 
fbrOier  acUon  of  the  French  Chambws,  no  further 
oondderatioQ  of  the  subject  will,  at  this  session,  prob- 
ably be  requfared  at  your  hands.  But  if^  from  the 
<HigiDal  delay  in  asking  for  an  qipropriation,  from 
Hbo  refusal  of  the  Chambers  to  grant  it  when  asked, 
from  the  omission  to  bring  the  sot^ect  before  the 
Oumbers  st  thdr  last  HSrion,  ftmn  the  fiwt  that,  in- 
duing that  sesrion,  there  have  been  five  different 
oooadons  when  the  ^tproj^alion  ml^it  have  been 
made,  and  from  the  dday  in  convoking  the  Chambers 
until  Bome  weeks  after  the  meeting  of  Congress,  when 
it  was  well  known  that  a  oommiinlcation  of  the  whtde 
sul^ect  to  Couffress  at  the  last  •asriom  wia  prevmted 
by  assuiaaoee  that  it  should  be  dimoBed  of  before  its 
present  meeting,  you  should  fed  yourselves  coo- 
strain  cd  to  doubt  whether  it  be  the  intention  of  the 
French  Government  in  all  its  brandies  to  cany  the 
treaty  into  effect,  and  think  that  such  measures  as  the 
oendon  may  be  deemed  to  call  for  sheold  be  now 
adopted,  the  important  qoefllfon  arin^  iriwt  tbose 
measores  shall  be. 

Oar  institutions  are  easentbUy  pacific.  Peace  and 
ftiendly  tetMroonrse  irith  all  nations  are  aa  much  the 
desire  of  our  Oovemment  as  they  are  the  interest  of 
our  people.  But  these  ofojects  are  not  to  be  perma- 
nenuy  secured,  by  anrrendering  the  rights  of  our  dt- 
izena,  or  peni^tting  solemn  treaties  for  thdr  indemni- 
ty' in  cases  of  flag^nt  wrong,  to  tie  abrogated  or  set 
aside. 

It  is  tmdoabtedlr  in  the  power  of  Oongren  Mri- 
oualy  to  afieot  the  agriculturu  and  nunufhcturiag  in- 
terests of  Ftance  by  the  passage  of  laws  relating  to 
her  trade  with  the  United  States.  Her  products, 
manufactures,  and  tonnage,  may  be  subjected  to 
heavy  duties  in  our  porta,  or  all  oommerdal  inter- 
course irith  her  may  be  suspended.  But  there  are 
powerfol,  and,  to  my  mind^ndusive  <^'eetic8tB  to 
tUs  mode  of  prooeedii^  we  oannot  mbatrass  or 


cat  off  the  trade  of  Rianoe,  witiiout,  at  tlw  mm 
time.  In  some  degree,  embatraaaing  oe  catting  off  our 
own  trade.  The  ii^ury  of  aoch  a  war&re  most  fall, 
though  unequally,  upon  our  own  citixens,  and  could  not 
but  impdr  the  means  of  the  Government,  and  weakcsi 
that  united  sentiment  in  support  of  toe  rights  and 
iionor  of  the  nation  which  must  now  pervade  every 
bosom.  is  it  impos^ie  that  sudi  a  ooone  of 
l^;idation  would  introduce  once  more  into  oar 
tionid  conndla  those  dlatnibiug  qoestiw  In  rektloM 
to  the  tariff  of  duties  irtilch  have  been  so  recently 
put  to  rest.  Besides,  by  every  measure  adopted  faj 
the  Government  of  tiie  United  States  with  the  view 
of  injuring  France,  the  dear  perception  of  ri^  wMA 
will  mdooe  our  own  peo[de,  and  the  rulers  snd  pe»- 
pile  of  all  other  nations,  even  <rf  flcanoe  hen(U|  te 
pRnKnmee  oor  quacTel  just,  wtn  be  dweored,  and  the 
support  rendered  to  as  in  a  final  reeort  tomore  dect- 
sfve  measures  will  be  more  limited  andeqidroeaL 
There  is  but  one  pomt  in  the  controvttsy,  and  upon 
that  the  iriiole  dvilized  worid  must  pronounce  FtuMO 
to  be  in  the  wrong.  We  Insist  tiiat  die  shall  pay  ui 
a  aum  of  money,  iriiidi  she  has  aiiknoirtedged  to  bo 
due ;  and  of  the  justioe  of  tUs  demand  ttim  en  ba 
but  one  opinion  among  mankind.  Tnie  ptikj  wooW 
seem  to  dictate  that  the  question  at  issue  oboald  fa* 
k^t  thus  disencumbered,  and  that  not  the  dl^iteat 
pretence  should  be  given  to  France  to  perrist  m  her 
refusal  to  malce  payment,  by  any  act  on  our  part  af- 
fecting the  interests  of  her  people.  The  queatka 
should  be  left  as  it  is  now,  in  such  an  attitode  that, 
when  Frsnoe  folfila  her  treaty  atipulatioDS,  all  eontm* 
veray  will  be  at  an  end. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  the  United  States  ought  to 
Innst  on  a  prompt  execution  of  the  trea^,  and,  in 
case  it  be  refused,  or  longer  delayed,  take  redreas 
into  their  own  bands.  After  the  delay  on  the  part 
of  Fnmoe  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  in  admowkdgisg 
tiiese  cJaims  by  toeaty,  it  is  not  to  ba  ttdetatad  Aak 
anotiier  quaitw  of  a  cmtttey  b  ^  be  wasted  in  nego- 
tiating about  the  payment.'  Hie  laws  of  nations  pnh 
videaranedyfor8odioooad<ma.  It  isawdlsettted 
prindple  of  the  international  code,  tiiat  where  m» 
nation  owes  another  a  liquidated  debt,  wtddt  H  re- 
fuses (a  n^Iects  to  pay,  the  aggrieved  party 
sebe  on  the  property  belonging  to  the  other,  Hi  dll- 
sens  or  sdyects,  saffident  to  pay  the  debt,  iriAort 
giving  just  cause  of  war.  This  remedy  has  been  i»> 
peatedly  resorted  to,  and  reoentiy  by  Franca  hnmM, 
towards  Portugal,  onder  drcnmstances  teas  unqnea- 
tionable. 

The  time  at  which  resort  should  be  had  to  tUi,  or 
any  other  mode  of  redr^  is  a  point  to  bo  dediM 
by  Congress.  If  an  apinopriation  shall  not  be  nada 
by  the  French  Chamber*  at  their  next  sesskn,  it  macf 
J  be  oondoded  that  tba  Oovenment  of  Fnm 
fiJoSkj  detennined  to  tfisr^ard  its  own  acAeBm 
undertaking,  and  refuse  to  pay  an  acknowledged 
debt.  In  that  event,  every  day^  debiy  on  oor  pot 
will  be  a  stain  upon  our  ni^oiul  honcM-,  as  well  as  a 
denial  of  jostioe  to  our  injured  citixens.  Proiqit 
measures,  what  the  refosal  of  Vxmm  diaU  be  com- 
plete, will  not  only  be  most  honorable  and  jnst,  bak 
will  have  the  beat  effect  upon  our  national  chano- 
ter. 

^nce  YnoBo,  in  vioUtion  of  the  pledges  ^vea 
through  her  miniater  here,  has  delayed  ber  final  no- 
tion so  long  that  her  decinon  will  not  imbaMy  b* 
known  In  time  to  be  communicated  to  this  Cmgrea^ 
I  reoommend  that  a  law  be  passed,  antixmdng  r»- 
priMli  iqim  Fieaeh  proper^,  in  case  pmiaiaQ  lU 
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Bot  be  made  for  the  ptTiiieiit  of  the  debt  at  dte  ap- 
proad^ng  geasion  of  the  I^ench  Chambers.  Such  s 
measure  oogbt  not  to  be  etmndered  b;  France  as  a 
menace.  Her  pride  and  power  are  too  well  known 
to  expect  any  tluDg  from  her  fears,  and  predude  the 
necesdty  of  a  dedaration  that  nothinff  partaking  of  the 
character  of  bitimidation  Is  intended  by  ns.-  She 
on^t  to  look  npon  it  as  the  evidence  only  of  an  In- 
fiuiUe  determination  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
to  inrist  on  their  ri^ts.  That  Govenunent,  by  d<^g 
(mly  what  U  has  itself  acknowledged  to  be  Just,  wiU 
be  able  to  spare  the  United  States  the  necessity  <^ 
taUng  redrcM  into  tbdr  own  hands,  and  save  the 
■piiiipaij  of  Wmeh  dtlzens  from  that  seizure  and  se- 
qoestration  wldcb  American  dtisens  so  lonv  endured 
viUMMttrataUadmiomdreaB.  ff  she  shotdd  continue 
to  reAua  that  act  of  adoiowledged  justice,  and,  in 
fidaUon  of  the  law  of  nations,  nuke  r^risals  on  our 
part  the  occasion  of  hostiliues  against  the  United 
States,  she  would  but  add  Tiolence  to  injuatioe,  and 
could  not  ftil  to  expose  herself  to  the  just  censnie  of 
drilized  nations,  and  to  the  retributire  Jodgments  of 
HeaTen. 

CoffinonirHh  nanoeta  theuon  to  be  rq;retted, 
enaeoonntof  thepodtlm  she  oceai^ea  in  Europe  in 
idtHon  to  liberal  institutions.  Bat,  in  mabtttning 
our  national  iu;hts  and  lionor,  all  Goremments  are 
alike  to  us.  by  a  collision  with  France,  in  a  case 
irtiere  she  is  deariy  la  the  wrong,  the  march  of  iitier- 
al  iHfai^des  shall  be  Impeded,  the  renmiriUli^  for 
that  result,  as  well  as  erery  other,  will  rest  on  her 
own  bead. 

Having  nibmitted  these  eomdderatioDS,  it  belongs 
to  Congress  to  decide  whether,  after  what  has  taken 
It  will  still  await  the  furttm  action  of  the 
Chambers,  or  now  adopt  such  prOTiuenal 
measures  as  H  may  deem  necessary  and  best  adapted 
to  protect  the  rights  and  maintain  the  honor  <tf  tiie 
'bomtry.  Whatever  that  dedrion  maj  be,  H  irill  be 
fiiitUtdly  enfixced  Hm  ExecntiTe^  as  &r  as  he  is 
anthorixed  bo  to  do. 

According  to  the  estimates  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, the  revenue  accruing  from  all  sources,  during 
the  present  year,  will  amount  to  twenty  ndlHon  six 
htUMUred  and  twenty-four  thousand  seven  hundred 
■nd  Mventeen  diriluB,  whkh,  with  the  balance  re- 
maning In  Ae  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January  last, 
of  eleven  zoilUon  seven  hundred  and  two  thousand 
ndne  hundred  and  five  dollara,  produces  an  aggr^te 
ot  thirty-two  million  three  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
fliousaud  Ax  hundred  and  twenty-three  ddlars.  The 
total  expradltnre  during  the  year  for  aU  o^jeeta,  in- 
chuUng  the  pobUo  dd>t,  la  estimated  at  twea^-llve 
BdlBon  Hts  handled  ana  dne^-one  thousand  three 
bonded  and  ninety  dollara,  wlu<m  will  leave  a  balance 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January,  lesS,  of  six 
million  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  thousand  two 
hundred  and  thlr^-two  dollars.  In  this  balance,  how- 
ever, will  be  included  about  <me  miUlon  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  doQan,  of  what  was  hereto- 
fore reported  by  the  dCTarteent  as  not  eflhctive. 

Of  former  appropriatHyns,  It  is  estimated  that  there 
will  rem^n  unexpended  at  the  dose  of  the  year, 
'eight  million  two  thousand  i^e  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars ;  and  (hat,  of  this  sum,  there  will  not  be 
required  more  than  five  minion  one  famidred  and 
fnty-one  thoiuand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-four  dol- 
lars^ to  aoDompUsh  the  oliijects  of  all  the  current  ap- 
propriatlonB.  Thus  tt  appears  that,  aftv  satisfying 
an  tiuwe  wpropriatimn,  and  after  diaohaigbig  the 
last  item  of  onr  publio  aebl|iriiieh  iriObo  dona  on 
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Hm  lat  Jaanaiy  next,  thete  will  remidn  unexpen^ 
ed  in  the  Treasury  an  effective  balance  of  about  four 
hundred  and  forty  tiipnsand  dollars.  That  sucb 
should  be  the  aspect  of  our  finances,  la  highly  flriter> 
ing  to  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  onr  population, 
and  auspidous  of  the  wealth  and  prosperity  whidi 
await  the  future  cultivation  of  their  growing  resources. 
It  is  not  deemed  prudent,  however,  to  recommend 
any  cbai:^  for  the  present  in  our  impost  rales,  tho 
efffect  of  the  gradual  reduction  now  in  progress  in 
many  of  them  not  being  auffidenUy  tested  to  gnlda 
us  in  determining  the  pceofse  amount  of  rerenw 
which  they  will  produce. 

Free  from  public  debt,  at  peace  with  all  the  world, 
and  vitii  no  omnidicated  interests  to  consult  In  our  in* 
tetoonrse  witti  lordgn  powers,  the  present  xuj  be 
hdled  as  that  epoch  m  our  Ustory  the  most  ftvoraUs 
for  the  settlement  of  those  prindples  in  our  d(»neBtie 
poli(7,  which  shall  be  beet  calculated  to  g^ve  stabillQr 
to  our  republic,  and  seeure  the  bfessines  o(  freedom 
to  our  cuizens.  Among  these  prind^s,  from  oor 
past  experience,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  simpUdty 
m  the  character  of  the  Federal  Govenunen^  and  a 
rigid  economy  in  its  administration,  diould  be  regard 
ed  as  fundamental  and  sacred.  All  must  be  sennblo 
that  the  e^stenee  of  the  public  dettt,  by  rendering 
taxation  necessary  for  its  eztingolshment,  has  in- 
creased  the  difSculties  which  are  inseparaUe  from 
any  exerdse  <tf  the  taxing  power ;  and  that  it  W}&  ia 
tins  respect,  a  remote  agent  in  {nodocfng  tiiOM  dia> 
torbing  questions  which  grew  out  of  the  disenanou 
rdi^g  to  the  tariff.  If  such  haa  been  the  tendency 
of  a  ddbt  incurred  in  the  ocquidtion  and  maintenance 
of  our  national  r^ts  and  liberties,  the  obligation  of 
which  all  portions  of  the  Union  cheerfully  acknowl- 
edged, it  must  be  obvious,  that  whatever  is  calculated 
tomcrease  the  burdens  of  Government  witiioutne* 
eeasity,  must  be  fatal  to  all  onr  hopes  of  preserving 
its  true  diaracter.  While  we  are  feliduting  ou^ 
selvss,  therefore,  upon  the  extinguishment  of  toe  na- 
tional debt,  and  the  proq»eroua  state  of  our  financeSL 
let  us  not  be  tempted  to  depart  from  those  soona 
maxims  of  public  policy,  whidi  ei^oin  a  just  adapta- 
tion of  the  revenue  to  the  expenditures  that  are  con- 
dstent  with  a  rigid  ecowmiy,  and  an  «itire  abstinence 
firom  all  topics  of  legislation  that  are  not  deariy 
vritiila  tiM  consthntitmal  powers  a[  the  Government 
and  suggested  by  the  wants  of  the  country.  Froperiy 
regarded,  under  such  a  policy,  ever^  diminution  M 
the  public  burdens  arising  from  taxation,  gives  to  in- 
dividual enterprise  increased  power,  and  famishes  to 
all  the  members  of  our  happy  confederacy  new  mo- 
tires  for  patriotic  ^fbctlon  and  Bopport;  But,  above 
all,  its  moat  important  effect  will  be  flnmd  in  its  In- 
floence  upon  the  character  of  the  Gorenunentt 
confining  its  action  to  those  ottjecia  which  will  b« 
sure  to  secure  to  it  the  attachment  and  stqtport  of 
our  fdlow-dtizens. 

CSicnmstanoes  make  it  my  doty  to  call  the  atto^ 
tion  of  GongieM  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uidted  Slatea. 
Cheated  for  the  eonreidence  of  the  Govonment,  tiiat 
Institution  has  become  the  scourge  of  the  pet^le.  Its 
interference  to  postpone  the  payment  of  a  p<wtion  of 
the  national  debt,  thi^  It  might  retain  the  public 
money  approiH^ated  for  that  purpose,  to  strengtben  It 
In  a  pobtical  contest — the  extraordinary  extension 
and  contraction  of  its  socommodations  to  the  com- 
munity—4ta  corrupt  and  partisan  loans — its  exdo- 
don  at  the  pabUe  ArectMs  from  a  knowledge  of  its 
most  inqwrtant  prooaedings— the  anlimtted  authori^ 
omftnod  on  Uia  pMiident  tfr  expend  its  fimds  hi  Ur- 
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ing  writera,  and  procaring  tJw  szecntioii  of  priDtiug, 
ud  the  me  nade  of  that  authority — the  reteution  of 
the  peooioa  moaey  tnd  books  after  the  selection  of 
new  agents — the  grouodleas  claim  to  heary  damages, 
In  conwqueDce  of  the  protest  of  Uie  bill  drawn  on  the 
Frenoh  Gorenunei^  liaTfl,  through  various  chaonela, 
been  laid  befwe  Congren.  Immediately  after  the 
doM  of  the  last  seesioD,  the  bank,  through  its  presi- 
dent, announced  its  ability  and  readiness  to  abudon 
the  system  of  nnparalleled  curtailment,  and  the  inter- 
nption  of  domestic  exchanges,  whiuh  it  bad  practised 
npon  from  the  Ist  (tf  August,  1883,  to  the  30th  June, 
1884,  and  to  extend  Its  aoeommodations  to  the  com- 
munity. The  grounds  assumed  in  this  annunciation 
amounted  to  an  sflknowledgnent  that  the  curtailment, 
in  the  extent  to  irtiicb  U  had  beta  carried,  was  not 
MoessaiT  to  the  safety  of  the  bank,  and  bad  been 
persisted  in  merely  to  bduoe  Congress  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  bank  in  its  memorial  relative  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits,  and  to  give  it  a  new  charter. 
They  were  substantially  a  coufeesion  that  all  the  real 
dlstnases  iriiich  ludividuiJa  snd  the  country  bad  en- 
dured fiw  the  preoeding  ax  or  eij^t  mimths,  had 
been  needlee^  prodnosd  by  it,  with  the  view  of  af< 
fecting,  throuf^  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  the  leg- 
Usctive  action  of  CoDgreas.  It  is  a  sutgect  of  con- 
gratulation that  Cong^ees  and  the  oountry  had  the 
Tirtne  and  firmness  to  bear  the  infliction  j  tiiat  the 
wetgies  cf  our  people  soon  found  rdief  from  this 
WMitoa  ^FmuVi  nst  imp<ntatioiiB  of  the  predous 
ttstala  ttam  diaost  every  part  of  the  wond ;  and 
that,  at  the  dose  of  this  tremendous  effini  to  control 
our  Qovemmoit,  the  bank  found  itself  powerieas,  and 
DO  hmgex  able  to  loan  out  its  surplus  means,  ^e 
community  had  learned  to  manage  Its  alEairs  without 
tta  assistanoe,  and  trade  had  already  found  new  auxil- 
iaries ;  so  that,  on  the  1st  of  Octoliar  lasL  the  extra- 
ordinary spectade  was  presented  of  a  National  Beak, 
more  than  one-half  of  wtiose  capital  was  either  lying 
onprodoctive  in  its  vaults,  or  in  the  hands  of  fotdgn 
bankers. 

To  the  needless  distresses  brought  on  the  country 
doriu  the  last  seasion  of  Congress,  has  nnca  been 
nddeo  the  open  seizure  of  the  tUvidends  on  the  public 
stock,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  and  forty-one  dollars,  under  pretence  <^ 
paying  damages,  cost,  and  interest,  npon  the  protest- 
ed French  bill.  This  sum  ooqstitoted  a  portion  of 
the  estimated  revenues  for  the  year  1834,  upon  which 
the  approtHiations  made  hj  Congress  were  baaed.  It 
would  as  soon  have  been  expected  that  our  collectors 
would  sdse  on  the  customs,  or  the  recdv^  of  our 
bmd  of&oea  on  the  moneys  ariaii^  from  the  sale  at 
public  lands,  under  pretences  ct  ddms  against  the 
Uidted  Statos,  as  that  the  bank  would  have  retained 
the  dividends.  Indeed,  if  the  prindple  be  establish- 
ed that  any  one  who  chooses  to  set  up  a  claim 
agunst  the  United  States  may,  without  authority  of 
law,  sdse  aa  the  pubUo  proper^  or  money,  irtieiever 
|w  can  find  it,  to  pay  sudi  daui^  there  will  remdn 
DO  amuranoe  that  our  revenue  will  reach  the  Treas- 
ury, or  tliat  it  will  be  q>[dled,  after  the  ^)pro|»ia« 
titm,  to  the  porposes  designated  in  Ae  law.  The 
p^mastera  of  our  army,  and  the  pursers  of  our  navy, 
may,  under  like  pretences,  apply  to  their  own  use 
awn^  q>piwniated  to  set  in  motion  the  pubUo  force, 
and  in  time  of  war  leave  the  country  without  defence. 
Thia  measure,  resorted  to  by  the  bank,  is  disorganis- 
ing and  revolutionary,  and.  If  generally  resnted  to 
by  private  dtizens  in  like  eases,  would  fiU  the  land 
.mm  anan^  and  violenoe. 
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tt  is  a  ccns^tiaisl  provision,  tlmt  "  no  money 
shall  be  drawn  fraax  the  Treasury  bnt  in  consequence 
of  ap|^!opriati(Bumadel7law."  lite  palpable  ot^ect 
of  this  providtm  is  to  prevent  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  ffH*  any  purpose  whatsoever,  whidi 
shall  not  have  been  first  ^iproved  by  tiie  rqveseuta- 
tives  of  the  people  and  the  Statea,  In  Congrem 
assembled.  It  vests  the  power  of  declaring  for 
what  purposes  the  public  money  shall  be  expnded 
in  the  Legislative  Department  the  Government,  to 
the  exdurion  of  the  Executive  and  Judidal ;  and  it 
is  not  within  the  oonstitutiwial  authority  of  dther  of 
those  departments  to  pay  it  away  witiiout  law,  or  to 
sanction  its  pajrmenL  Acoordii^  to  this  plain  con- 
stitutional provi^on,  the  daim  of  the  bank  can  never 
be  p^  wiuoot  an  ^ipropriation  by  act  of  Ccmgreaa. 
Bnt  the  bank  has  never  asked  fra-  an  aiqiropttatiim. 
It  attempts  to  defeat  the  provisiai  of  the  coastitn- 
tion,  and  obtain  payment  wittiont  an  act  of  Congress. 
Instead  of  awaitbg  an  appropriation  passed  by  both 
Houses,  and  approved  by  the  A«Bident,  it  makes  an 
wptoaaatim  for  itself,  and  invites  an  appeal  to  Um 
indl^tT  to  sanction  it  Diat  the  m<mey  had  not 
technically  been  paid  into  the  Treasury,  does  not  af- 
fect the  prind^e  intended  lo  be  eetabliahed  the 
constitution.  The  Executive  sod  Judiciary  have  as 
Uttie  right  to  appropriate  and  expend  the  public 
money  without  authority  of  law,  before  It  is  jdaoed 
to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  as  to  take  it  from  the 
Treasury.  In  tlie  amuul  rqwrt  ol  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  In  his  correqtondence  with  the 
preddent  of  tiie  bank,  and  the  opinions  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General scoompanying  it,  you  will  find  a  fiutber 
examinaticHi  of  the  ddtm  of  tiw  bank,  and  the  conns 
it  has  pursued. 

It  seems  due  to  the  safety  of  the  puUic  funds  re- 
maining in  that  bank,  and  to  the  iMaor  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  that  measuree  be  taken  to  sepaivte  the 
GovHBment  entirdy  from  an  institution  so  nuadiiev- 
ona  to  the  public  prosperity,  and  so  regardless  of  the 
constitution  and  laws.  By  transferring  the  puUie 
d^kodts ;  by  i4>pointing  other  pendon  agents,  as  he 
as  it  had  the  power ;  by  ordering  the  discontinuance 
of  the  receipt  of  bank  checks  m  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic dues  after  the  first  d«y  of  January  next,  the  Sxee- 
utive  has  exerted  all  iukwM  anthnity  to  sever  die 
oonnectioQ  between  the  Government  and  this  faithlea 
oontoration. 

The  high-handed  career  of  this  institution  imposes 
upon  the  constitutional  functionaries  of  thia  Govern- 
ment, duties  of  the  gravest  and  most  imperative  chai^ 
acter— duties  whidi  they  cannot  avoid,  and  from  whidi, 
I  trust,  there  will  be  no  indinaition  on  the  part  of  any 
at  them  to  shrink.  My  own  sense  them  is  most 
dear,  as  is  also  my  readiness  to  discharge  those 
v4ii6Q  may  r^tfully  fall  on  me.  To  continue  any 
budness  relattcms  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^ 
that  may  be  avoided  without  a  violation  of  the  na- 
tiond  faith,  after  that  Institutitm  has  set  at  open  de> 
fiaooe  the  conceded  liriit  of  the  Gov^nment  to  ex- 
amine its  affidn ;  after  it  has  done  all  in  Its  power  to 
deride  the  pnbUc  authority  in  other  req>ecta,  and  to 
bring  it  into  disrepute  at  borne  and  abroad ;  after  it 
has  attempted  to  defeat  the  deariy  expressed  will  of 
the  pe(^)le,  by  turning  against  them  the  i"*""^"* 
power  entrusted  to  its  huida,  and,  by  involving  a 
country,  otherwise  peaceful,  flouriahina,  and  h^>y, 
hi  disaendon,  embarrasBment,  and  distreas,  woud 
make  the  nation  itself  a  party  to  the  d^radation  so 
seduloudy  prepared  for  its  public  agents,  and  do  maak 
to  destroy  the  confidmee  of  mankind  in  popular  Gov- 
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omnents,  and  to  bring  into  cfmtempt  thdr  authority 
and  efficiency.  In  gu&rding  against  an  eril  of  such 
magnitude,  considerations  of  temporary  coDvenience 
■hoold  be  thrown  out  of  the  question,  and  we  should 
be  ioflaencd  by  such  motives  only  «a  look  to  the  hon- 
wand  preaerration  of  the  repubUoan  system.  Deep- 
ly and  Bolemnly  impressed  with  the  jostioe  of  these 
'news,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  dut^  to  recommend  to  yon 
that  a  law  be  passed  aothorizmf  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic stock ;  that  the  provision  «  the  charter  requiring 
the  receipt  of  notes  of  tbe  bank  in  payment  of  pnblio 
dues,  diall,  in  accordance  with  the  power  leaerred  to 

Seas  in  the  14th  aeotion  of  the  diaiter,  be  bds- 
1  unffl  the  bank  pays  to  the  Treasury  the  diri- 
withheld ;  and  that  all  laws  connecting  the  Got- 
emment  or  its  officers  with  the  bank,  directly  or  in- 
ditectly,  be  repealed;  and  that  the  instttntion  be 
left  hereafter  to  Its  own  resources  and  means. 

Events  have  satiafied  my  and  I  think  the 

ndnds  of  Um  Ametioan  peoplft,  uiaft  Ad  »p<iiftWi^ 
and  dangers  which  flow  from  a  National  Bank  &r 
overbalance  all  Ua  advantages.  The  bold  eflbrt  tbe 
present  bank  has  made  to  control  tbe  Government, 
the  distresses  it  has  wantonly  produced,  the  violence 
of  which  it  has  been  the  occasion  in  one  of  our  cities 
famed  for  its  observance  of  law  tmd  order,  are  bat 
premonitions  of  the  ftte  which  awaits  the  American 
people  should  they  be  deluded  into  a  perpetuation 
of  uils  institution,  or  tbe  establishment  of  another 
Uke  iL  It  Is  fervently  hoped  that,  thus  admonished, 
those  who  have  heretofore  fkvored  the  establish- 
ment of  a  substitute  for  the  present  bank,  will  be 
induced  to  abandon  it,  as  it  is  evidently  better  to 
Incur  any  inconvenience  that  may  be  reasonably 
expected,  than  to  concentrate  the  whole  moneyed 
power  of  die  repubUc  in  any  ibnn  whatsoever,  or 
nnder  any  restrietioiiB. 

Hapmly  it  is  already  Illustrated  that  the  agency 
of  such  an  institution  is  not  necessary  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government.  The  State  banks 
are  found  fully  adequate  to  the  performance  of  all 
services  which  were  required  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  qnite  as  prompdy,  and  with  the  same 
cheapness.  They  have  maiutMned  tiiemselves,  and 
discQBrnd  all  these  duties,  while  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  wag  still  powerM,  and  in  the  field  as 
an  open  enemy ;  and  it  Is  not  possible  to  conceive 
that  they  will  find  greater  difficulties  in  their  opera- 
tions, wtien  tliat  enemy  shall  cease  to  exist. 

llwattentioaof  CoDsniss  Is  earnestly  Invited  to 
the  regnlation  of  tbe  cfepo^  in  the  State  banks, 
by  law.  Although  the  power  now  exercised  by  the 
Executive  Separtment  m  this  behalf  is  only  such  as 
was  imiformty  exerted  through  every  administra- 
tion, from  the  origin  of  the  Government  up  to  the 
establishment  of  the  present  bank,  yet,  It  Is  one 
which  is  susceptible  of  regulation  by  law,  and,  there- 
fore, ought  so  to  be  regulated.  Tlie  power  of  Con* 
press  to  direct  in  what  places  the  Treasurer  shall 
Keep  the  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  and  to  impose  re- 
strictions upon  the  Executive  authority  in  relation 
to  their  custody  and  removal,  is  unlimited,  and  Its 
exercise  will  rather  be  courted  than  discouraged  by 
those  public  officers  and  agents  on  whom  rests  the 

n visibility  for  their  nfiety.  It  is  dedrabte  that 
ttle  power  as  pooible  should  be  left  to  the  Presi- 
dent or  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  over  tiiose  fawU' 
tutions ;  wblch,  being  thus  freed  from  Executive  in- 
fluence, and  without  a  common  head  to  direct  their 
operations,  would  have  neither  the  temptation  nor 
the  ability  to  Interfere  in  the  political  OMimcts  of  the 
VouXn.— «4 


country.  Not  deriving  their  charters  from  the  nar 
tional  authorities,  they  would  never  have  those  in* 
ducements  to  meddle  in  general  elections,  which 
have  ted  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  to  agiute 
and  convulse  the  country  for  upwards  of  two  yean. 

Tbe  progress  of  our  gold  coinage  is  oeditable  tft 
the  office  of  the  mint,  and  prondses  In  a  short 
period  to  fbmish  the  country  with  a  soond  and  port- 
able corrency,  which  will  much  diminish  the  inoon- 
venience  to  travellers  of  the  want  of  a  general  paper 
currency,  should  the  State  banks  be  incapable  of 
iimishingit.  Those  institutions  luve  already  shown 
themsdves  competent  to  porohaae  and  fbmidi  do* 
mestie  exchange  for  the  convenienoe  of  tr«dew  at 
reasonable  rates,  and  not  a  doubt  is  entertuned  tbat| 
in  a  short  period,  all  the  wants  of  the  country  In 
bank  accommodations  and  in  exchange  will  be  sup- 
plied as  promptiy  and  cheaply  as  they  have  hereto* 
f<m  been  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes.  If  the 
several  States  shall  be  induced  gradually  to  reform 
thdr  banking  systems,  and  prohilnt  the  issue  of  all 
small  notes,  we  shalL  in  a  tew  years;  have  a  currency 
as  sound,  and  as  litUe  liable  to  fluotnatioos,  as  any 
other  commercial  country. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with 
tbe  accompanying  documents  from  the  several 
bureaux  of  that  department,  will  exhibit  the  situi^ 
tion  of  the  various  objects  committed  to  its  admiop 
istration. 

No  event  has  occurred  since  your  last  Marion 
rendering  necessary  any  movements  of  the  army, 
with  tbe  exception  of  tbe  expedition  of  the  regiment 
of  dragoons  into  the  territory  of  the  wandering  and 
predatory  tribes  inhabiting  the  western  frontier, 
and  living  adjacent  to  tbe  Ikzican  boundary.  These 
tribes  have  been  heretofore  known  to  ns  jmnoipally 
by  thdr  attacks  upon  our  own  dtiseos,  and  upon 
other  Indians  eatiUed  to  the  protection  of  tiie  United 
States.  It  became  necessary  for  the  peace  of  the 
frontiers  to  check  these  habitual  inroads,  and  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  that  the  object  has  been  effected 
without  the  commission  of  any  act  of  hostility. 
G(donel  Dodge,  and  the  tooops  wider  Ua  command, 
have  acted  with  equal  firmness  and  humaidty,  uid 
an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  those  Indians, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  assure  their  permanent  paclfto 
relations  with  tbe  United  States  and  the  other  tribes 
of  Indians  upon  that  border.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  prevalence  of  sickness  in  that  quarter  has 
deprived  the  country  of  a  number  of  valuable  llvee, 
and  particularly  that  General  X«aveaworth,  an 
officer  well  known  and  esteemed  for  his  gallant  sei^ 
vices  during  the  late  war,  and  for  subsequent  good 
condnct,  has  &llen  a  victim  to  his  zeal  and  exertions 
In  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

The  army  u  In  a  high  state  of  discipline.  Its 
moral  condition,  so  fiir  as  that  Is  known  here,  la 
good,  and  tbe  v^ona  branches  of  the  public  service 
are  carefully  attended  to.  It  Is  amply  sufficient, 
under  its  present  organization,  Air  providing  tbe 
necessary  garrisons  for  the  seaboard  and  for  the 
defence  of  the  internal  frontier,  and  also  for  preserv- 
ing the  elements  of  military  knowledge,  and  for 
keeping  pace  with  those  improvements  which  mod- 
em experience  is  continually  making.  And  these 
otjects  appear  to  me  to  embrace  all  the  Intimate 

Enrposea  for  wUch  a  permanent  military  force  should 
e  maintained  in  our  country.  The  lessons  of  his- 
tory teach  us  its  danger,  and  the  tendency  which 
exists  to  an  increase.  This  can  be  best  met  and 
averted  by  a  just  eaotkm  on  the  part  oC  the  pnUie 
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haelf,  uid  of  thoM  vho  represent  tbem  in  Con- 
gresB. 

From  the  dutiea  which  derolve  on  the  Engineer 
Dmrtment,  ud  opon  the  TopogntphicalEogmeera, 
a  different  ornaniudon  seems  to  be  demanded  by 
the  public  interest,  and  I  recommend  tlie  subject  to 
your  conrideration. 

No  important  change  has,  during  this  season, 
taken  {dace  in  the  condition  of  the  Indians. 
Arrangements  are  in  progress  for  the  removal  of 
tlM  Creeks,  and  will  boob  be  for  the  removal  of  the 
Beminoles.  I  regret  that  the  Cberokees  east  of  the 
Missisdppi  hare  not  yet  determined  to  remove.  How 
lone  the  peraonKl  causes  which  have  hitherto  re- 
tarded that  ultimately  inevitable  messnre,  will  con- 
tinne  to  operate,  I  am  unable  to  conjecture.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  delay  will  bring  with  it  accu- 
mulated evils,  which  will  render  their  condition  more 
and  more  nnpteasant.  The  experience  of  every 
year  adds  to  the  eonvictitai  that  emigratioii,  and 
that  alone,  can  preserve  from  deetmction  the  rem- 
nant of  the  tribes  yet  living  amon^  us.  The  facility 
with  which  the  Decessaries  of  bfe  are  procured, 
and  the  treaty  stipulations  providing  ud  for  the 
emigrant  Indians  in  their  agricaltural  pursuits,  and 
in  the  important  concern  of  education,  and  their 
nmovil  from  those  causes  which  have  heretofore 
depnned  dl  and  destroyed  many  of  the  tribes,  can- 
not fail  to  stimulate  thdr  exerUons  and  to  reward 
tbrir  industry. 

The  two  laws  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  Indian  a&irs,  have  been 
carried  into  effect,  and  detailed  instructions  for  their 
administration  have  been  i^ven.  It  will  be  seen  by 
Oio  estimates  for  the  present  sesrion  that  a  great 
reduction  will  take  puce  In  the  expenditures  of  the 
department  in  consequence  of  these  laws.  And 
there  Is  reason  to  believe  tbst  their  operation  will 
be  salutary,  and  that  the  colonization  of  the  Indians 
on  the  western  frontier,  together  with  a  jndicious 

Sstem  of  adminiatration,  will  still  ftirther  redncs 
e  expenses  of  this  branch  of  the  public  service, ' 
and  at  the  same  time  promote  its  nse^ilness  and 
efficiency. 

CHrcumstances  have  been  recently  developed, 
showing  the  existence  of  extensive  frauds  under  the 
Tarious  laws  granting  pensions  and  gratuities  for 
revolutionary  services.  It  is  impos^ble  to  estimate 
the  amount  which  may  have  been  thus  frandnleDtiy 
obtained  from  the  National  Treasury.  I  am  satis- 
fied, however,  It  has  been  sncb  as  to  justify  are-ez- 
amioation  of  the  system,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
necessary  checks  in  its  administration.  All  will 
agree,  that  the  services  and  snfferinga  of  the  remnant 
m  our  revolutionary  band  should  be  folly  compen- 
sated. But  while  this  is  done,  every  proper  pre- 
caution should  be  taken  to  prwent  the  admission 
of  fabricated  and  fraudulent  claims.  In  the  present 
mode  of  proceeding,  the  attestations  and  certificates 
of  tbe  judicial  officers  of  the  various  States,  form  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  checks  yriuch  are  inter- 
posed against  tbe  commission  of  frauds.  These, 
however,  have  been,  and  may  be,  fabricated,  and 
in  such  a  way  as  to  elude  detection  at  the  examin- 
ing offices.  And  independenUy  of  this  practical 
difficulty,  it  is  ascertuned  that  these  documents  are 
often  loosely  granted;  sometimes  even  blank  cer- 
tificates hare  been  issued ;  sometimes  prepared 
papers  have  be^  rigned  without  inquiry ;  and,  in 
one  instance  at  least,  the  seal  of  the  court  has  been 
wUlun  leach  <tf  a  person  most  interested  in  its  im* 


[DacEKBXB,  1834. 

proper  application.  It  is  obvious  that,  under  such 
circumstances,  no  severity  of  administration  can 
check  the  abuse  of  the  law;  and  Information  baa, 
from  time  to  time,  been  communicated  to  the  Pen- 
don  Office,  questioning  or  denying  tlie  right  of  per* 
sons  i^ed  upon  the  pension  list,  to  tbe  bounty  of 
the  country.  Such  cautions  are  always  attended 
to,  and  examined.  But  a  far  more  general  investi- 
gation is  called  for.  And  I  therefore  recommend, 
hi  conformity  widi  tiie  suggestion  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  an  actual  inqwctim  sbonld  be  made, 
in  each  State,  into  tbe  circumstances  and  claims  ot 
every  person  now  drawing  a  pen^oo.  The  honest 
veterui  hss  nothing  to  fear  fhnn  such  a  scrutiny, 
while  tbe  fraudulent  clumant  will  be  detected,  and 
the  public  treasury  relieved  to  an  amount,  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  far  greater  thao  has  heretofore 
been  suspected.  The  details  of  such  a  |daa  could 
be  BO  reguUted  as  to  interpose  the  necessary  checks, 
without  a^  burdensome  operation  upon  the  pen- 
doners.   The  object  should  be  twofold: 

1.  To  look  into  the  original  justice  of  tbe  d^ms, 
so  far  as  this  can  be  done  under  a  proper  system  of 
regulations,  by  an  examination  of  the  claimants 
themselves,  and  by  inquiring,  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
residence,  into  their  history,  and  into  the  optnioa 
entertained  of  Uteir  revohitionaiy  services. 

S.  To  ascertain,  in  all  cases,  whether  the  otUnal 
claimant  is  living,  and  this  by  actual  pemonal  in- 
spection. 

This  measure  wIQ,  if  adopted,  be  productive,  I 
think,  of  tbe  desired  results,  and  I  therefore  recom- 
mend it  to  your  consideration,  with  the  furtiier  su^ 

SBtion,  that  all  payments  should  be  nupended  OU 
B  necessary  reports  are  received. 
It  will  been,  by  a  tabular  statement  annexed  to 
the  documents  transmitted  to  Congress,  that  the 
appropriations  for  objects  connected  with  the  War 
Department,  made  at  the  last  sesmon,  for  the  sei^ 
vice  of  the  year  1884,  excluding  the  permanent  ap- 
propriation for  tiie  payment  of  military  gtatmties 
under  the  act  (tf  June  7,  1832,  the  appropriatio&  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  arming  and  equp- 
ping  the  militia,  and  the  appropriation  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indiana,  which 
are  not  annually  renewed,  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
nine  million  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  rixty- 
one  dollars,  and  tiiat  the  estimates  of  appropriations 
necessary  for  the  same  branch  of  service,  for  tbe 
year  1685,  amount  to  the  sum  of  five  milUon  sbtck 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  thousand  nine  hundred 
end  tdxty-four  dollars,  making  a  difference  in  tin 
appropriations  of  the  current  year  over  the  esti  mates 
of  appropriations  for  the  next,  of  three  milUon  two 
hundred  and  twenty-fonr  thousand  two  hmdred 
and  ninety-seven  doUars. 

Tbe  principal  causes  which  have  operated  at  tUt 
time  to  produce  this  great  difference,  are  shown  in 
the  reports  and  documents,  and  in  the  detailed  esti- 
mates. Some  of  these  causes  are  accidental  and 
temporary,  while  others  are  permanent,  and,  aided 
by  a  just  course  of  administration,  may  continue  to 
operate  beneficially  upon  tbe  pubUo  expenditufcb 

A  just  eoonomy,  expentUng  wbera  the  imbUe  aer- 
vice  requires,  and  withholding  where  it  does  not,  ia 
among  the  indispensable  duties  of  the  Oovemment. 

I  refer  yon  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  to  the  documents  with 
it,  for  a  full  view  of  tbe  operations  of  that  import- 
ant branch  of  our  service,  during  the  present  year. 
It  will  be  aeen  that  the  wisdom  and  liberaB^  with 
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irUch  Congren  hare  provided  for  the  gradual  In- 
crease  of  our  nary  materia),  havis  been  seconded  by 
a  corresponding  zeal  and  fidelity  on  the  part  of  those 
to  whom  has  been  confided  the  execntion  of  the  laws 
on  the  Bubject,  and  that  but  a  abort  period  would 
now  be  required  to  put  in  conuniaaion  a  force  large 
enough  for  any  exigency  Into  which  the  country 
may  be  thrown. 

When  we  reflect  Ttpon  oar  position  In  relation  to 
other  nations,  it  mnst  be  apparent  that,  In  the  event 
of  conflicts  Tith  them,  ire  must  look  chiefly  to  our 
nary  for  the  protection  of  our  national  rights.  The 
wide  seaa  which  separate  ua  from  other  Govem- 
meats,  most  of  necessity  be  the  theatre  on  which 
an  enemy  win  aim  to  iHill  ns,  aoA,  ntileaB  ve  aie 
prepared  to  meet  him  on  this  dement,  we  cannot 
be  said  to  poflseaB  the  power  reqniiite  to  repel  or 
prevent  aggreseiona.  We  cannot,  therefore,  watch 
with  too  much  attention  this  arm  of  onr  defence,  or 
cherish  with  too  much  care  the  means  by  which  it 
can  poasets  the  necessary  efflcieocy  and  extension. 
To  uis  end  onr  policy  liai  been  heretofore  wisely 
Erected  to  the  constant  employment  of  a  force 
sufficient  to  guard  our  commerce,  and  to  the  rapid 
accumulation  of  the  materials,  which  are  necessary 
to  repair  our  Teasels,  and  construct  with  ease  such 
Dew  ones  as  may  be  reqoired  in  a  state  of  war. 

In  accordance  with  this  policy,  I  recommend  to 
your  oonsideratiOQ  the  erection  of  the  additional 
dry  dock  desoribed  hy  die  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Mid  also  the  Mmatnurtion  of  the  steam  batteries  to 
which  he  has  referred,  for  the  purpose  of  teatbg 
their  effldency  as  auxiliaries  to  the  system  of  de- 
fence now  in  nse. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  herewith 
nbmitted,  exUUts  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
that  dcpartmenL  From  that  document,  it  appears 
that  there  was  a  defldt  in  the  fundti  of  the  depart- 
ment, at  the  commencement  of  the  present  year, 
beyond  itA  available  means,  of  three  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  nlnoty-ntne 
dollars  and  mnety-eight  cents,  which,  on  the  let  of 
July  last,  bad  been  reduced  to  two  hwidred  and 
dxty-eight  thoosand  and  nlnety^two  dcdlars  and 
■erenty-fonr  cents.  It  appears,  also,  that  the  reve- 
Dues  for  the  ctHniag  year  will  exceed  the  expendi- 
tures aboat  two  hnndred  and  seventy  thousand 
dollars,  which,  with  the  excess  of  revenue  which 
will  result  from  the  operations  of  the  current  half 
year,  may  be  expected,  independently  of  any  in- 
crease in  the  gross  amount  of  postages,  to  supply 
the  entire  defidt  before  the  end  of  1885.  But  as 
this  oalculatiott  is  based  on  the  gross  amount  of 
postages  which  had  accrued  within  the  period  em- 
braced by  the  times  of  striliing  the  balances,  it  is 
obvious  that,  without  a  progressive  increase  in  the 
amount  of  postages,  the  existing  retrenchments 
must  be  persevered  in  through  the  year  I8S6,  that 
the  department  may  accumulate  a  surplus  fund 
snfiiclent  to  place  it  in  a  condition  of  perfect  ease. 

It  win  be  observed  that  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  thou^  they  have  increased,  and 
their  amoant  is  above  tnatof  any  former  year,  have 
yet  &llen  short  of  the  estimates  more  than  a  hun- 
dred thoosand  doUats.  This  is  attributed,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  tiie  faicreasB  of  free  letters  growing 
out  of  the  extenshm  and  abase  of  the  fhuikhig  priv- 
ilege. There  has  been  a  gradual  increase  m  the 
number  of  executive  oflleen  to  which  it  has  been 
granted;  and,  by  an  act  passed  in  Uareh,  188S, 
U  was  extended  to  memben  of  CtftigrMs  thtongbont 
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the  whole  year.  It  -is  believed  that  a  revidon  of 
the  lam  relative  to  the  franldog  privilege,  with 
some  enactments  to  enforce  more  rigidly  the  re- 
striction under  which  it  is  granted,  would  operate 
beneficially  to  the  country,  by  enabling  the  depart- 
ment, at  an  earlier  period,  to  restore  the  mail  &- 
dlitiefl  Uiat  have  been  witiidrawn,  and  to  extend 
them  more  widely  aa  the  growing  settlements  of  the 
country  may  require. 

To  a  measure  so  Important  to  the  Government, 
and  so  Just  to  our  constituents,  who  ask  no  excin* 
dve  privileges  for  themselves,  and  are  not  willinff 
to  concede  them  to  others,  I  earnestly  reeonunend 
the  serious  attention  of  Congress. 

The  importance  <rf  tbc  Post  Office  Department, 
and  the  magnitude  to  which  it  has  grown,  both  in 
its  revenues  and  in  its  operations,  seem  to  demand 
its  reorganization  bv  law.  The  whole  of  its  receipta 
and  disbursements  have  hitherto  been  left  entirely 
to  Executive  control  and  individual  discretion.  The 
prindple  is  as  sound  in  relation  to  this  as  to  any 
other  department  itf  tbe  Gorenunent,  that  as  Uttle 
discretion  riioold  be  confided  to  tbe  execative  offi- 
cer who  controls  it,  as  is  compatible  with  its  effl- 
dency. It  is  therefore  eamestiy  recommended  that  , 
it  be  organized  with  an  Auditor  and  Treasurer  of 
its  own,  appointed  by  the  Freddent  and  Senate, 
who  shall  be  branches  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Toar  attention  la  agdn  respectfully  invited  to 
the  defects  which  exists  In  the  jndidal  system  of 
the  United  States.  Nothing  can  be  more  desirable 
than  tbe  uniform  operation  of  the  Federal  Judiciary 
throughout  the  several  States,  all  of  which,  standing 
on  the  same  footing  as  members  of  the  Union,  have 
equal  rights  to  tbe  advantages  and  benefits  result- 
ing from  its  laws.  This  otgect  is  not  attuned  by 
the  judidal  acts  now  In  force,  because  they  leave 
one-foarth  of  the  States  w^hout  circuit  courts. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  duty  of  Congress  to  place 
all  the  States  on  tbe  same  footing  in  this  reqKCt, 
either  by  the  creation  of  an  additional  number  o[ 
associate  jadges,  or  by  an  enlargement  of  the  drcnlts 
airigned  to  those  already  aj^iomtod,  so  as  to  Indnde 
tbe  new  States.  Whatever  may  be  the  difficulty 
in  a  proper  organization  of  the  jodidal  system,  so 
as  to  secure  its  effideney  and  nnuormlty  in  all  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid  snch  f 
an  increase  of  judges  as  would  encumber  the  su- 
preme appellate  tribunal,  it  should  not  be  allowed 
to  wetgn  against  the  great  iiyustice  which  the 
present  operation  of  the  system  produces, 

I  trust  that  I  may  be  also  pardoned  for  renewiog 
the  recommendation  I  have  so  often  submitted  to 
your  attention,  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  electing 
the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States.  AU  the  reflectlah  I  have  been  able  to 
bestow  upon  the  subject  increases  my  conviction 
that  the  best  interests  of  the  country  will  be  pro- 
moted by  the  adoption  of  some  plan  which  will 
secure,  in  all  contingencies,  that  imp<Htattt  right  of 
Boverdgnty  to  the  direct  control  of  the  people. 
Could  this  be  attained,  and  the  terms  of  those  offi- 
cers be  limited  to  a  single  period  of  either  four  or 
six  years.  I  think  onr  Uberties  ironld  poasesi  an 
additional  aaleguard. 

At  year  last  session  I  called  tiie  attention  nt 
Congress  to  the  destruction  of  the  poblio  boilding 
occupied  by  the  Treasury  Departinent.  As  the 
public  interest  requires  that  another  bmlding  shoidd 
be  erected,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  it  u 
hoped  that  tbfl  owaos  will  be  ■Basonably  provided, 
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uid  thftt  they  vill  be  ample  enough  to  authorize 
lucb  an  enUrgement  and  improTcment  In  the  plan 
of  the  building  as  will  more  effectually  aocommodate 
the  public  oflScers,  and  secure  the  public  documeata 
deposited  in  i(  from  the  casualties  of  fire. 

I  bare  not  been  able  to  stUafy  myself  that  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of 
the  Wabash  River,**  which  was  sent  to  me  at  the 
close  of  your  lut  sesaion,  ooghtto  pass,  and  I  have, 
therefore,  withheld  fh>m  it  my  approval,  and  now 
return  it  to  the  Senate,  the  body  In  whfadi  U  origi- 
nated. 

There  can  be  no  qoestion  connected  witii  tbe  ad- 
ministration of  pubiic  afiUrs,  more  important  or 
more  difficult  to  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with,  than 
that  which  relates  to  the  rightfbl  authority  and 
proper  action  of  the  Federal  Qovemment  upon  the 
subject  of  internal  iraprovementn.  To  inherent 
embarrassments  have  been  added  others  resulting 
from  the  course  of  our  legislation  concerning  it. 

X  have  heretofore  communicated  firee^  with 
'  Congress  npon  this  nib^ect ;  and,  in  advertiDg  to  it 
•gain,  I  cannot  ref^m  from  exivesdng  my  in- 
creased conviction  of  Its  extreme  Importance,  as 
well  in  regard  to  Its  bearing  upon  the  m^tenance 
of  the  constitution,  and  the  .prudent  management 
of  the  public  revenue,  as  on  account  of  its  disturb- 
ingeSect  upon  the  luumony  of  the  Union. 

we  are  in  no  danger  from  violatioiia  of  the  con- 
stitution by  which  encroachments  are  made  npon 
the  personal  righu  of  the  citizen.  The  senteooe 
of  condemnation  long  aince  pronounced  by  the 
American  people  upon  acts  of  that  character,  will, 
I  doubt  not,  continue  to  prove  as  salutary  in  its 
dfocts  as  It  is  irreverdble  in  its  nature.  But  against 
the  dangers  of  unconstitutional  aots  which.  Instead 
of  menadog  the  vengeance  of  offended  authority, 
proffer  local  adrantagesf  and  bring  In  their  train 
the  patron^e  of  the  Government,  we  are,  I  fear, 
not  so  safe.  To  suppose  that  because  our  Govem- 
ment  has  been  instituted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  it  must  therefore  have  the  power  to  do 
vluitevor  may  seem  to  eondnoe  to  the  pubHo  good, 
Is  an  error,  into  which  even  honest  minds  are  too 
apt  to  fall.  In  vielding  themselves  to  this  fallacy, 
tiiey  oreriook  the  great  considerations  in  which 
the  Federal  Constitution  was  fbnnded.  They  forget 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  conceded  diversities  in 
the  interest  and  condition  of  the  different  States, 
it  was  foreseen,  at  the  period  of  its  adoption, 
that  although  a  particular  measure  of  the  Govem- 
nent  might  be  beneficial  and  proper  in  one  State, 
it  might  be  the  reverse  In  anottier— that  It  was  for 
this  reason  the  States  would  not  consent  to  make  a 
grant  to  the  Federal  Government  of  the  general 
and  usual  powers  of  Govfrnment,  but  of  such  only 
as  were  specifically  enumerated,  and  the  probable 
effects  of  which  tiiey  could,  as  they  thought,  safely 
an^pate;  and  Ihey  forget  also  the  paramount 
obligation  npon  all  to  abide  by  the  compact,  then 
so  solemnly,  and,  as  it  was  hoped,  so  firmly  estab- 
Ushed.  In  addition  to  the  dangers  to  the  consti- 
tution, springing  from  the  sources  I  have  stated, 
there  has  been  one  which  was  perhaps  greater  than 
alL  I  allude  to  the  materials  which  this  subject 
has  afforded  for  sinister  uipeals  to  selfish  feelings, 
and  the  opinion  heretofore  so  exteodvely  enter- 
tained of  its  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  personal 
ambition.  With  such  stimulants  it  is  not  surprising 
that  the  acts  and  pretendons  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  this  behalf  should  semetimea  have  been 


carried  to  an  alaradngextwit.  nieqaestiMiiwhi^ 
have  arisen  upon  this  sntgeet  have  related — 

Ist.  To  the  power  of  making  intenul  improre* 
ments  within  the  limits  of  a  State,  witii  the  right 
of  territorial  jniisdiction,  sufficient  at  least  for  their 
preservation  and  use. 

3d.  To  tiie  right  of  appropriating  money  In  tSA 
of  such  works  when  carried  on  by  a  State,  or  by  a 
company  in  virtue  of  Stete  ,anttiority,  nrrsiiderii^ 
the  claim  of  jurisdiction ;  and 

8d.  To  the  proinriety  of  appn^niations  for  im* 
provements  of  a  particular  dus,  vix. :  fbr  light- 
honses,  beaoons,  bnoys,  pabUo  ^ms,  and  tor  the 
removal  of  sand-bars,  sawyeia,  and  other  tempo- 
rary and  partial  impediments  in  our  navigaUe 
rivers  and  harbors. 

The  claims  of  power  for  the  General  Govern- 
ment upon  each  of  these  points  certainly  present 
matter  of  the  deepest  interest.  The  first  n,  how- 
ever, of  much  the  greatest  importance,  inssmnch 
as,  in  addition  to  the  dangers  of  imequl  and  im- 
provident expenditnree  of  public  moneys^  commm 
to  an,  there  is  superadded  to  that  the  oonffieting 
Jnrisdiotionsof  the  respective  Governments.  Feder- 
al Jurisdiction,  at  least  to  the  extent  I  have  stated, 
has  been  Justiy  regarded  by  its  advocates  as  neoee- 
sarily  appurtenant  to  the  power  in  qncetion,  if  Aat 
exists  by  the  constitution.  That  the  most  iiyaiioiB 
conflicts  would  unavtddably  arise  between  tha 
respective  jurisdictions  of  the  State  and  FMenl 
Governments,  in  the  absence  of  a  oonstitotiODal 
provision  marking  out  the  respective  boundaries, 
cannot  be  doubted.  The  local  advantages  to  be 
obtained  would  induce  the  States  to  overiook,  in 
the  bepnning,  the  dangers  and  diffieoltiea  to  which 
they  might  ultimately  be  exposed.  Hie  powen 
ezcffdsed  by  the  Federal  Ooremment  wonid  souk 
be  regarded  with  jealousy  by  tiie  State  aothoritieik 
and,  originating  as  they  must  from  ImpUoatioo  or 
assumption,  it  would  be  impoeuble  to  affix  to  them 
certain  and  safe  limits.  Opportunities  and  tempta- 
tions to  the  assumption  of  power  incompatiUe  with 
State  sovereianty  would  be  Inoreaaed,  and  thoae 
barrierg  which  rerist  the  tendency  of  oar  syatem 
towards  consolidation  weakened.  "  Tbm 

officers  and  agents  of  the  General  Government 
might  not  always  have  the  discretion  to  abstmn 
from  intermeddling  with  State  concerns;  and  if 
they  did,  they  would  not  always  escape  the  su^ 
doa  of  having  done  so.  Collisions  and  consequent 
Irritations  would  spring  up ;  that  harmony  wiaA 
should  ever  exist  between  the  General  OoTeraBsBt 
and  each  member  of  the  confederacy,  wotdd  be  fta- 
quentiy  interrupted;  aa^iit  of  contention  would 
be  engendered,  and  the  dangen  of  diinnioD  greatly 
muItipUed. 

Tet  we  all  know  that,  notwithstanding  theee  grave 
objections,  this  dangerous  doctrine  was  at  one  tone 
apparentiy  proeeeding  to  its  final  eatabtishmeat  iridi 
feariiil  nq)idity.  The  deiirs  to  embart  the  Federal 
Government  in  works  of  latenial  improvement,  pre- 
vuled,  in  the  tugfaest  degree,  during  the  first  seesiaD 
of  the  first  Congress  that  I  had  tiie  nonor  to  meet  in 
my  present  utuation.  When  the  Inll  aatb<»izing  a 
subscription  on  the  part  of  the  ITiuted  St^es  for 
stock  in  the  Maysville  and  Lexington  Turnpike  Oooi- 
pany,  passed  the  two  Houses,  there  had  been  report- 
ed, by  the  Committees  on  Internal  Improvematt^ 
bills  containing  appropriations  for  sudi  olyectt^  uo- 
duuve  of  thoae  for  the  Cumberland  road,  and  fox 
harboni  and  li^iijioases,  to  tiie  amoont  of  abonton* 
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hmidred  and  six  milUona  of  dollan.  In  ting  amount 
was  mclnded  authority  to  the  Secretar;  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  aidwcribe  for  the  stock  of  different  companies 
to  a  great  extent,  and  the  reddm  was  prindpally  for 
the  direct  constmction  of  roads  by  this  Government. 
Jn  addition  to  these  prqjects,  which  had  been  pre- 
■ented  to  the  two  Honaea  under  the  sancUon  and  re- 
commendation of  their  respectiTe  Committees  on 
Eternal  IntproTements,  there  were  tlien  still  pending 
before  the  oommitteee,  and  in  memorials  presentet^ 
but  not  refietred,  dUnrent  pn^ecta  for  works  of  a 
similar  dtaracter,  the  apam  of  whidi  cannot  be 
estimated  with  certainty,  but  must  hare  exceeded 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 

R^anUng  the  bill  authorizing  a  subBcrh)tioD  to 
the  stock  of  the  HaysviUe  and  Lexington  Turnpike 
Company  as  the  entering  wedge  of  a  system,  which, 
howerer  weak  at  flnt,  might  soon  become  strong 
enough  to  tiTO  the  bands  of  the  UoioD  asunder,  and 
beUmng  that,  if  its  passage  wh  aoqalesced  in  by 
the  ExecntiTe  and  the  people,  there  would  no  longer' 
be  any  limitation  upon  the  authority  of  the  General 
Ooremment  in  respect  to  the  ^jpropriadon  of  money 
for  sudi  objects,  I  deemed  it  an  imperative  duty  to 
withhold  from  It  the  Executive  ^)provaI.  Although, 
from  the  obvioody  local  diaracter  of  that  work,  I 
might  well  have  oooteuted  myself  with  a  ref\isal  to 
aa^an  the  bill  upon  that  ground,  yet,  sensiUe  of 
the  vital  importance  of  the  subject,  and  anxious  tlut 
my  views  and  opinions  in  r^ard  to  the  whole  matter 
■hould  be  fully  understood  by  Congress,  and  by  my 
ocmstituents,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  so  further.  I 
therefore  embraced  that  eaily  occasion  to  qiprise 
Congress  that,  in  my  oi^nion,  On  oonstitation  did 
not  confer  upon  it  the  power  to  aothoriae  the  con- 
struction of  ordinary  roads  and  canals  within  the 
limits  of  a  State,  and  to  say,  respeetftiUy,  that  no  bill 
adoutting  su^  a  power  oouid  receive  my  official 
sanction.  I  did  so  in  the  confident  expectation  that 
the  speedy  settlement  of  the  putdic  nund  upon  the 
whole  floltfeot  would  be  peatly  facilitated  by  the  dif- 
ftrence  between  the  two  Booses  and  myself,  and  that 
the  harmonious  action  of  the  Bsvaral  dqwrtments  of 
the  Federal  Qovenunrait  hi  r^aid  to  it  wtmld  be 
ultimately  secured. 

So  &r  at  least  as  it  r^aids  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, my  best  hopes  have  been  realized.  Neariy  four 
Tears  have  d^wKd,  and  several  aesriona  of  Congress 
have  intOTened,  and  no  attempt,  within  my  recolleo- 
tion,  haa  been  made  to  induce  Congress  to  exerdae 
this  power.  The  ^>plications  for  the  construction 
(tf  roads  and  canals,  which  were  formeriy  multiplied 
upon  your  files,  are  no  longer  presented ;  and  we 
nave  good  reason  to  infer  that  the  current  of  p(U)lio 
sentiment  has  become  so  dedded  against  the  preten- 
tion as  elfectually  to  dlsooutage  its  re-assertion.  So 
thinkino,  I  derive  the  greatest  satisfaction  from  the 
eoovlctfon  that  thus  mndi  at  least  has  been  secured 
upon  this  important  and  embanasaing  aulgect 

From  attempts  to  wpropriate  the  national  iunds  to 
objects  whidi  are  oomesaedly  of  a  local  character,  we 
oannot,  I  trust,  have  any  thing  furtlter  to  ^>prehend. 
My  views  in  regard  to  the  expediency  of  twing  ap- 
propriotiMa  for  worlu  whiidi  are  churned  to  be  of  a 
national  ohancter,  and  prosecuted  under  State  an- 
thority,  asmmhig  that  Congress  have  the  right  to  do 
so,  were  stated  m  my  anBoal  Message  to  Congress  in 
1^,  and  also  in  Uut  contuning  my  ol^ections  to 
the  MaysvUle  Road  biU. 

So  thoroughly  convinced  am  I  that  no  such  appro- 
priatioDB  w^A  to  be  made  by  Cknigrei^  tmtit  a  snit' 


[SztrAn. 

able  constitutional  provision  is  made  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  so  essentul  do  I  r^;ard  the  point  to  the 
Ughest  interests  of  oar  country,  that  I  could  not 
consider  myself  as  discharging  mj  ixOj  to  my  con- 
stituents in  giving  the  Executive  sanction  to  any  tuU 
containing  such  an  appropriation.  J£  the  peiqife  of 
the  United  States  desire  that  the  pnbUo  Tmmaj 
shall  be  resorted  to  for  the  means  to  prosecute  sum 
worics,  they  will  concur  in  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution, prescribing  a  rule  by  which  the  national 
character  of  the  works  is  to  be  tested,  and  by  which 
the  greatest  practicable  equality  of  benefits  may  be 
aectued  to  eadi  member  of  thie  confederacy.  The 
eflfectfl  of  sudi  a  regalati<m  would  be  most  salutary 
in  preventing  unprofitable  expenditures,  in  securing 
our  legislation  from  the  pernicious  consequences  n 
a  scramble  for  the  favori  of  Government,  and  in  re- 
pressing the  spirit  of  discontent  which  must  inevita- 
bly arise  from  an  unequal  distribution  treasure! 
wfdch  belong  alike  to  alL 

There  la  another  eloss  of  appropriatlona  in  what 
may  be  called,  without  impropnety,  internal  im- 
provements, which  have  always  been  regarded  as 
standing  upon  different  grounds  from  those  to  which 
I  have  referred.  I  allude  to  such  as  have  for  their 
object  the  improvement  of  our  harbors,  the  re* 
moval  of  partial  and  temporary  obstructions  In  our 
navigable  rivers,  for  the  facility  and  security  of  our 
foreign  commerce.  The  grounds  upon  which  I  dis- 
tinguished aroropriations  of  this  character  ttom 
others  hare  weady  been  stated  to  Congress.  I 
will  now  only  add  that  at  the  first  session  of  Con- 
gress under  the  new  constitution,  it  was  provided, 
by  law,  that  aD  expenses  which  should  accrue  from 
and  after  the  ISth  day  of  August,  1789,  in  the  im- 
cessary  st^iport,  and  maintenance,  and  repalra  <^ 
all  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  pt^uc  pier^ 
erected,  placed,  or  sunk,  before  the  passage  of  Uie 
act,  within  any  bay,  inlet,  harbor,  or  port  of  the 
United  States,  for  rendering  the  navigation  thereof 
easy  and  safe,  should  be  d^yed  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States;  and.  ftirther,  that  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  we  Tceaa- 
ury  to  provide,  by  contracts,  with  the  iq;iim)batio& 
of  the  President,  for  rebuilding,  when  necessary, 
and  keeping  in  good  repair  the  ligbt-bcuses,  bea- 
cons, buoys,  and  public  piers,  in  the  several  States, 
and  for  fhniiAing  them  with  supplies.  Af^ropria- 
tions  for  similar  olitjects  have  been  continued  firom 
that  time  to  the  present,  without  IntemiMion  or 
dispute.  As  a  natural  consequence  of  the  inereasa 
and  eztensioQ  of  our  foreign  oommeree,  ports  of 
entry  and  delivery  have  been  multiplied  and  estah- 
liahed,  not  only  upon  our  seaboard,  but  in  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  upon  our  lakes  and  navigable 
rivers.  The  convenience  and  safety  of  this  com- 
merce have  led  to  the  gradual  extension  of  tiiesa 
expenditnres ;  to  the  erection  of  Ite:ht-luniss8;  the 
placing,  planting,  and  tinktng  of  buoya,  beacons, 
and  piers,  and  to  the  removal  of  partial  and  tem- 
porary obstmctions  in  our  navigable  Kvers,  and  in 
the  harbors  upon  our  great  lakes,  as  weU  as  on  the 
seaboard.  Although  ihavs  expressed  to  Congress 
my  amvehcnrion  that  these  expenditures  nave 
somatlmes  been  extravagant,  and  dispropmtionate 
to  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  them,  I  have 
not  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  refuse  my  assent  to  bills 
contdning  them,  and  have  contented  myself  to  fol- 
low, in  this  respect,  in  the  fbosteps  of  all  my  pre- 
decessots.  SensUe,  however,  fkvm  experience  and 
obserratioo,  of  the  great  abiiBSB  to  mleh  the  n- 
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restricted  exercise  of  this  authority  of  Congren 
fras  exposed,  I  hare  prescribed  a  limitation  for  the 

StTemment  of  my  own  conduct,  by  which  expen- 
tures  of  this  chancier  are  eonfined  to  places  be- 
low the  ports  of  entry  or  delivery  estal^shed  by 
law.  I  am  very  sensible  that  this  restriction  is  not 
as  satlsfkctofiy  as  could  be  deared,  and  that  much 
embarrassment  may  be  caused  to  the  Exeeutire  De- 
partment  in  its  execution,  by  appropriations  for  re- 
mote, and  not  well  understood  objects.  But  as 
neither  my  own  reflections,  nor  the  lights  which  I 
may  properly  derive  from  other  sources,  have  sap- 
plied  me  with  a  better,  I  shall  continue  to  apply  my 
best  exertions  to  a  fkithfol  application  of  the  rule 
upon  which  it  is  founded.  I  sincerely  reeret  that 
I  could  not  give  my  assent  to  the  bill  eatitled  "  An 
act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  River ;" 
but  I  could  Dot  have  done  so  without  receding  fVom 
the  ground  which  I  have,  upon  the  fullest  coander- 
adon,  taken'  upon  this  sotgect,  and  of  which  Con- 
greas^  has  been  heretofore  apprised,  and  without 
throwing  the  subject  again  apeik  to  aboaes  which 
no  good  dtiaen,  entertaiaing  my  o|4nlona,  ooidd 
de«re. 

I  rety  upon  the  intelligeDce  and  candor  of  my 
fiellow-citizens,  In  whose  liberal  indulgence  I  have 
already  ao  largely  participated,  for  a  correct  appre- 
eiatiou  of  my  moUves  in  interposing,  as  X  have  done, 
on  this,  and  other  occadons,  checks  to  a  course  of 
legislation  which,  without,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
c^ng  in  fi^uestlon  the  motives  of  others,  I  consid- 
er as  sanctioning  improper  and  nncoiuUtntional  ex* 
pendituiea  of  public  treaanre. 

I  am  Dot  hostile  to  internal  fanproreDMiits,  and 
wish  to  see  them  extended  to  -evwy  part  of  the 
country.  But  I  am  fully  persuaded,  if  mey  are  not 
commenced  in  a  proper  manner,  confined  to  prop- 
er objects,  and  conducted  under  an  authority  gen- 
erally conceded  to  be  rightful,  that  a  succeraful 
prosecution  of  them  cannot  be  reasonably  expect- 
ed. The  attempt  wQI  meet  with  resistance,  where 
It  might  otherwise  receive  siq^rt,  and,  instead  of 
itrengthanlng  the  bonds  of  our  oonfederaoy,  it  will 
obIj  mnldply  and  aggnTate  the  caotea  of  diaonion. 

ANSBEW  JACKSON. 

Dncmnn  1, 1B84. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitb:,  6,000  extra  copies 
of  the  Message,  and  1,500  of  the  acoompanying 
documents,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 


WsurasDi-T,  December  8. 

Mr.  Bbowit,  of  North  Oartdina;  JSx.  Toh- 
I.IN80S,  of  Oonneoticnt ;  and  iti.  Spiuaxtb,  of 
Maine,  attended  to-day. 

The  Chair  communicated  the  annaal  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  frt^te 
of  the  finances ;  whioh,  without  reading,  was, 
with  the  aooompanyiDg  docomenta,  ordered  to 
be  printed. 


TCmnaiM,  Deoonbw  4. 

Mr.  Lnra,  of  Virginia,  attended  to-daj^. 
The  following  Heaeage  was  ree^red  ftom  the 
Pnaident  of  the  United  Statea : 


[Dbcbmbks,  1834. 

Meataffe  from  the  President — Letter  from  Mr. 
George  Washington  Lafayette — Capy  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  from  Qfneral 

Lafayette. 

?b  M«  Senate  of  the  United 8tata: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  commniucation  addraned 
to  me,  by  H r.  Georee  Washington  Lafayette,  acooaa- 
panying  a  copy  of  ue  Declaration  of  Independence, 
engraved  on  copper,  which  his  illustrious  falibtsr  be- 
queathed to  Congress,  to  be  placed  in  thur  Ubmy, 
as  a  last  tribute  ot  respect  patriotic  love,  and  alli)o> 
iim  for  Ua  adopted  oonntiy. 

I  hare  a  mournful  aatiaftetlon  in  ttanmutdng  Qaa 
predous  bequest  of  that  great  and  good  man,  irtw, 
through  a  long  life,  under  many  vida^tudea,  and  in 
both  henuspheres,  aostained  the  prindplea  of  dvil 
liberty  asserted  in  that  memoraUe  decfantiooi,  and 
who,  from  his  youth  to  the  last  moment  of  Ua  life, 
cherished  for  our  beloved  country  the  most  generooa 
attachment. 

ANSBKW  JACKSON. 

i>M«mfi«r  4,  IS84. 

\The  letter  inOoted  in  the  ofiow.] 

Pasis,  June  16,  18S4. 

Sib  :  A  great  misfortune  haa  ^ven  me  man  Uiaa 
one  solemn  and  Important  duty  to  fulfil,  and  the 
ardent  dedre  of  accompUstung  with  fidelity  my  if 
ther's  last  irill,  emboldens  me  to  daim  the  patKmage 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  liis  be- 
nevolent itttervendon,  when  I  am  obliged  respeet- 
fidiy  and  mournfully  to  addieas  the  Senate  and  Rep- 
resentativea  ctf  a  whole  nation. 

Our  forever  beloved  parent  possessed  a  ooppa^ 
plate,  on  which  was  Inscribed  tlie  first  engraved  cqiy 
of  the  American  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
tiis  last  intention,  in  departing  tills  worid,  was  that 
the  predous  plate  should  be  presented  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  UEuted  States,  to  be  dqx»ted  in  their 
hbraiy,  as  a  last  tribute  of  respect,  patiiotk  Ion 
and  affection  for  his  adopted  oountry. 

Will  it  be  permitted  to  me,  a  &ithfnl  dtsctple  of 
that  American  sdiool,  whose  prindplea  are  so  ada^ 
■tably  exposed  in  that  immorw  dcdaratiou,  to  bc^ 
that  you,  sir,  would  do  me  the  honor  to  communicate 
this  letter  to  both  Houses  of  Gongress,  at  the  same 
time  that,  in  the  name  of  his  afflicted  fiamily,  yM 
would  present  to  them  my  venerated  father's 

la  oniTtng  audi  aa  Imp«fftant  fovw,  sir,  me  mm 
ot  General  Id&yette — the  adopted  gimiidaoo  of 
Waahingtm — knows,  and  shall  never  forget,  that  be 
would  become  unworthy  of  it,  if  he  waa  ever  to 
cease  to  be  a  Frenoh  and  American  patriot. 

With  the  utmost  re^tect,  I  am,  sir. 

Tour  devoted  and  obedient  servant, 

OBOBGB  W.  LAFATEm. 

Tbflia  Funinn  ^  the  United  Btatet. 


MoiTDAT,  December  8. 

Messrs.  Wkbstrb,  of  Massacbnsetta ;  Taooi.- 
HAN,  of  ZiOuisiana;  Pbiktus,  of  Yanmit; 
Kino,  of  Alabama ;  and  Clatton,  of  Delaware^ 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 


Wkdhmdat,  December  10. 

Mr.  FbestoNi  of  Sonth  OaroUna,  attradod 
to-dif. 


3feuagefrom  the  Pns^ent,  Ac 
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MoiTDAT,  December  15. 

The  following  Senators  appeared  and  took 
•their  aeats,  viz. :  from  South  Carolina,  Hr. 
Oalhoun  ;  from  Lonisiaaa,  Mr.  Fobtbb  ;  from 
insussippi,  Mr.  Black;  from  Missomri,  Mr. 

Also,  JAUsa  BnoHANAir,  elected  a  Senator 
from  Peonsylvania,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Wilkinb, 
i^>peared,  was  qnalified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Bekton  presented  a  certificate  of  the 
election  of  Mr.  Ijmr  as  %  Senatw  from  the 
State  of  MisBonri 

These  gentlemen  took  the  customary  oath. 

Zqfayette. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  <»  the  United  States : 

IhiheBenaU  of  tha  OrnUd Siate»: 

The  joint  resolutions  of  CongresSi  munfanooBb  ex- 
pressing their  BencdUUty  on  &e  tnteUigenee  of  the 
death  of  General  Lafayette,  were  conunuulcated,  in 
compliance  with  their  will,  to  George  Washington 
Z<afayette,  and  tlie  other  members  of  the  family  of 
that  illustrious  man.  By  their  request,  I  now  pre- 
sent the  heartfelt  a<^owledgment  of  the  surviring 
deecendants  of  our  beloved  friend,  for  that  hi^^y 
Tiloed  proof  ia  the  sympathy  of  thtf  United  States. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WASHlsoTOir,  Jhemher  10,  1884. 

WABHINOTOlt,  Jwu  2"!,  18S4. 

To  OzoEOK  WAsmROTOir  LarATSTn,  €md  the  other 
vmAen  of  (ha  family  of  tht  lata  Otnend  Za- 
fayatta: 

In  compliance  with  the  will  of  OongresB,  I  trans- 
mit to  you  the  joint  resdutlonB  of  the  two  Houses, 
unanimously  expressing  the  senubility  with  which 
they  received  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  "  Gen- 
eral Lafayette,  the  friend  of  the  United  States,  the 
friend  of  Washington,  and  the  friend  of  liberty 
■nd  I  also  assure  you  of  the  condolence  of  this  whole 
nation  in  the  iireparable  bereavement  which  that 
•vent  you  have  sustained. 

In  complying  with  the  request  of  Congress,  I  can- 
not onut  the  occasion  of  offering  you  my  own  con- 
dolence in  the  great  loss  you  have  sustuned,  and  of 
expressing  my  admiradon  of  the  eminent  virtues  of 
the  distinguished  patriot  whom  it  has  pleased  Provi- 
dence to  remove  to  liis  high  reward. 

I  also  pray  you  to  be  persuaded  that  your  individ- 
ual  welnre  and  prosperity  will  always  be  with  me 
ot^ects  of  that  SMicitude  which  the  illustrious  sei^ 
vices  of  the  greet  friend  and  benefactor  of  my  coun- 
tn  are  eslcnUted  to  awaken. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
FrMnt  of  th«  Unitad  Staia*. 

La  Gbaxqi,  Oetabar  81, 1B84. 
Six :  The  resolution  of  Congress,  communicated 
to  me  by  your  honored  bvor  of  the  27th  of  June, 
that  slwious  testimony  of  American  national  affec- 
tion rar  my  beloved  and  venerated  fatlier,  has  been 
received  by  his  family  with  the  deepest  sense  of  the 
most  respectful,  and,  give  me  leave  to  say,  filial  grat- 
itude. 

.  And  now,  Or,  that  we  experienoe  the  henefits  of 
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such  a  hl^  and  soothing  sympathy,  we  find  our- 
selves called  to  the  honor  of  addressing  to  the  peo- 
ple and  Congress  of  the  United  States  oiur  beartfiBlt 
and  dutiful  thanks.  Sir,  you  were  the  fiiend  of  my 
father,  and  the  kind  letter  which  accompanied  the 
precious  message  seems  to  be  for  us  a  soffiaent  au< 
thorization  to  our  claiming  once  more  your  honorable 
asustance,  for  the  accmnplishment  of  a  duty  dear  to 
our  hearts. 

We  most  fervently  wish  that  the  homage  of  our 
everlasting  devotion  to  a  nation,  whose  tears  have 
deigned  to  mingle  with  ours,  should  be  offered  to 
lx>m  Bouses  Congress,  Transmitted  by  you,  sr, 
that  homage  shall  Iw  rendered  acceptable ;  and  we 
earnestly  pray  you,  mr,  to  present  it  in  our  name. 
Our  gratitude  shall  he  forever  adequate  to  the  obll- 
gatiott. 

The  resoludon  which  so  powerfully  honors  my 
&ther's  memory  shall  be  deposited,  as  a  most  sacred 
&mily  property,  in  that  room  of  mourning  where  once 
his  son  and  grandsons,  used  to  receive,  with  aviditj' 
from  him,  lessons  of  patriotism  and  active  love  of 
liberty:  there,  the  daily  contemplation  lit  it  iriU 
more  and  more  impress  their  minds  with  dist  eDCoar* 
aging  conviction,  that  the  affection  and  esteem  of  a 
free  nation  is  the  most  deoralile  reward  that  can  be 
obtained  upon  earth. 

With  the  utmost  respect,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  lM 
Tour  devoted  and  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  W.  LAFAYETTE. 

The  message  received  from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  last  week,  informing  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  proceedings  taken  by  the  House,  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  session, 
to  pay  honors  to  the  memory  of  General  La- 
fayette, was  taken  up  and  concurred  in ;  and 
a  committee  of  five  members  was  ordered,  on 
motion  of  Hr.  Wbbstbb,  to  he  ^ip<^ted  by 
the  Ohwr,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 


TuxBDAT,  December  16. 

Elacti&n  of  Chaplain. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Chaplain, 
and  Mr.  Hatch,  having  received  a  majority  of  tha 
votes,  was  declared  to  be  duly  elected  Obaplain, 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  for  the  session. 


WsDXSBDAT,  December  17. 
Ftmek  3pi>Uati4nu  pricr  to  1800. 

The  bin  to  provide  for  the  satisfaction  oi 
claims  dae  to  certain  American  citizens  for 
spoliations  committed  on  their  commerce  prior 
to  the  SOtii  day  of  September,  1800,  coming  up 
for  consideration — 

Mr.  Webstkb  said  he  should  content  himself 
with  stating  very  briefiy  an  outline  of  the  gronnda 
on  which  these  claims  are  supposed  to  rest, 
and  then  leave  the  subject  to  the  oonsideratim 
of  the  Senate.  He,  however,  should  be  hajqiy, 
in  the  coarse  of  the  debate,  to  make  sudi 
explanations  as  might  be  called  for.  It  wonld 
he  seen  that  tiie  biU  prqxMed  to  make  satisfo^ 
tion,  to  an  amonnt  not  exceeding  five  milliflofl 
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pf  dollars,  to  such  oitizenB  of  the  United  States, 
or  their  legal  representatlTea,  as  had  valid 
olaims  for  indenmitj  on  the  French  Govern- 
ment, rising  ont  of  illegal  captures,  detentions, 
and  condemnations,  made  or  oommitted  on 
their  property  mior  to  the  80th  d^y  of  Sep- 
tember, 1800.  This  bill  sopposed  two  or  three 
leading  proporitioDs  to  be  tme. 

It  soppowd,  in  the  first  place,  th&t  illegal 
■eSzores,  detentions,  captures,  condenmalions, 
and  confiscations,  were  made,  of  the  vessels 
and  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  before  the  80th  September,  1800. 

It  supposed,  in  the  second  place,  that  these 
Aots  of  wrong  were  committed  by  such  orders 
and  under  such  circumstances,  as  that  the 
Bufferers  had  a  Jost  right  and  claim  for 
indemnity  from  the  hands  of  the  Gtovemment 
of  Franoe. 

Going  on  these  two  proportions,  the  bill 
assomed  one  other,  and  that  was,  that  all  such 
fll^nu  on  Fnxu»  aa  oame  wi&in  a  prescribed 
period,  or  down  to  a  prescribed  period,  bad 
been  annulled  by  tSie  United  States,  and  tiiat  this 
gave  them  a  right  to  daim  indemnity  from  this 
Goveroment.  It  supposed  a  liability  in  justice, 
In  furness  and  eqmty,  on  the  part  of  this 
Qovemment,  to  matce  the  indemnity.  These 
were  the  grounds  on  which  the  bill  was 
framed.  That  there  were  many  such  conflsca: 
tions  no  one  doabtedj  and  many  such  acts  of 
wrong  as  were  mentioned  in  uie  first  section 
of  the  bilL  That  tiiey  were  committed  by 
Frenebmen,  and  onder  such  cironmstances  as 
gave  those  who  suffered  vrrong  an  nnques- 
Bonable  right  to  daim  indemni^  from  the 
I^«ndi  Goromment,  nobodrijM  saj^rawd,  at 
this  day,  would  question.  There  were  two 
qnestions  whidi  mlglit  be  made  the  snbieot  of 
aisousaion,  and  two  only  occurred  to  nim  at 
that  moment.  The  one  was,  "On  what 
groond  was  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  answerable  to  any  extent  for  the  injury 
done  to  these  cl^mants  t "  The  other,  To 
what  extent  was  the  Government  in  justice 
bound  ?  "  And  ^r#t— of  the  first  "  Why  was 
it  tiiat  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
had  become  responsible  in  law  or  eqnlty  to 
its  dtizens,  for  the  claims  —  f6r  any  in- 
demnity for  the  wrongs  committed  on  their 
oommeroe  by  the  Bubjeots  of  Franoe  before 
18001" 

To  this  question  there  was  an  answer,  wluch, 
whether  aatisfiMtory  or  not,  had  at  least  the 
merit  of  being  a  y&f  Aort  one.  It  wa^that, 
by  a  treaty  between  Franoe  and  the  United 
States,  beudng  date  the  80th  of  September, 
1800,  in  a  poTitioal  opacity,  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  discharged  and  rdeased 
the  Government  of  Franoe  from  this  indemnity. 
It  went  upon  the  ground,  which  was  sustiuned 
by  all  the  correspondence  which  had  preceded 
the  treaty  of  1800,  that  the  dispntes  arising 
between  the  two  countries  efaoud  be  setUed 
by  a  negotiation.  And  olaims  and  preten- 
uons  having  been  aaierted  on  dther  ride^ 
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commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statoe 
were  sent  out  to  assert  and  mdntain  the  daims 
of  indemnity  which  they  deoianded;  while 
oommissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
French  asserted  a  claim  to  the  full  extent  of ' 
the  stipalations  made  in  78,  which  they  sud 
the  United  States  had  promised  to  Ailfil,  and 
in  order  to  carry  into  effeet  the  treaty  of 
allianoe  ot  the  same  date,  viz. :  February,  17T8. 

The  ne^otiatiou  ultimatdy  terminated,  and 
a  treaty  was  finally  ratified  upon  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  an  ot^  of  the  respective  clainss 
against  each  other,  and  forever;  so  that  the 
ifnited  States  Government,  by  the  snir^der 
and  dischaive  of  these  clums  of  its  dtizen^ 
had  made  this  surrender  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  obttun  for  it»df  a  discharge  from  the 
onerous  liabilities  imposed  upon  tinem  by  the 
treaty  of  1778,  and  m  order  to  escape  from 
fulfilHng  other  stipulations  prodaimed  in  the 
treaty  of  commerce  of  tliat  year,  and  whkdj, 
if  not  ftdflUed,  might  have  Intnight  abont  a 
war  with  Franoe.  This  was  the  ground  on 
which  these  claims  rested. 

Ifr.  Ttlbb  ndd  these  daima  had  been 

Eressed  on  the  ground  that  the  Umted  States 
ad,  by  the  treaty  of  1800,  made  provision  for 
the  payment,  and  had  discharged  Franoe  from 
all  liability.  Turn  and  twist  it  as  yon  will, 
stud  Mr.  T.,  the  argument  amonnts  cmly  to 
this:  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  for  a  valid  consideration,  assnmed 
these  oldms.  And  what  was  that  oonsidoa- 
tion  ?  It  was  a  consideration  upon  wludi  no 
payment  could  be  made,  on  which  no  dumant 
ootUd  rest.  By  the  treaty  of  1778,  there  were 
mutual  stipulations  between  Franoe  and  the 
United  States.  One  d.  tbeae  Btipolaticms  wis 
that  Franoe  should  guaran^  the  ind^>endenoe 
of  the  United  States,  while  the  United  States 
should  guaranty  to  France  the  two  West  India 
islands,  Guadalonpe  and  Martinique. 

In  the  war  which  pervailed  ^terwards 
between  Great  BriC^  and  FTanoe,  the  obHga- 
tion  on  the  United  States  to  fblfil  this  part  oftiie 
treaty  remuned  in  full  force.  Was  it  expected 
that  the  United  States  should  make  hersdf  a 
party  to  this  war  ?  He  put  it  to  the  gentleoiaa 
from  Massadiusetts  to  say,  with  all  the  cor- 
respondence before  him,  if  there  was  not  then 
a  great  anxieWon  thepart  of  tiie  United  States 
to  ^  rid  of  that  guarantee.  Had  an  Amerien 
dtizen  a  right  to  oome  here  for  oompensataon 
for  losses,  because  the  United  States,  by  a 
Bubsequent  treaty,  got  rid  of  that  guarantee  I 
The  United  States  never  intended  to  comply 
with  that  feature  of  the  treaty  1778.  Yet 
the  ground  taken  was,  that,  because  the  United 
States  had  got  rid  or  the  guarantee,  she  was 
bound  to  compensate  for  these  spoliations. 
He  contended  that  snoh  a  conclusion  was  in 
opposition  to  every  authority  which  oould  bo 
broDght  forward. 

But  there  were  other  grounds  which  pressed 
themsdvea  upon  his  memory.  A  great  part 
of  these  dauna  would  go  to  the  insDreia. 
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"What  he  Baid  was  this:  if  tbe  Govenmirat 
vaa  boimd  to  repay  the  losses  of  these  in- 
surers, it  was  equally  entitled  to  share  in  their 

J>rofitB,  according  to  the  established  policy  of 
Qsarance  offices,  and  there  were  immense 
profits  made  daring  that  period,  otherwise  it 
wonld  ^e  a  total  loss  to  the  United  States  of 
the  whole  insorance,  premium  and  alL  He 
was  willing  to  go  into  a  statement  of  the 
aoconnts— to  take  the  losses  and  take  also  the 
profits  of  a  period  during  which  the  enterprise 
of  the  United  Btatee  was  extended  beyond 
every  former  period. 

He  threw  ont  these  views  to  attract  the 
attrition  of  Senators.  He  could  not  sufibr 
bfattself  to  remun  quiet  in  his  seat  without 
having  said  thus  much — his  principal  desdgn 
being  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Bknton,  Kr. 
FnsTON,  and  Mr.  ShbplbT}  the  oonsideration 
the  Ull  was  postpcmed. 


Hkhtdat,  Deoember  SS. 
J'tmnUfivm  Foreign  Poven. 

The  Joint  resolution  fttm  the  House,  author- 
izing the  sale  of  the  lion  and  horses  presented 
to  ^e  United  States  consul  at  Tang^ers,  by  the 
Emptor  of  Morocco,  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  Out  said,  as  there  was  no  very  appro- 
priate committee  to  whidi  the  resolution  could 
be  sent,  be  would  move  to  refer  the  resolution 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Knro,  of  Alahanu,  observed  that  as  the 
presents  appeared  to  he  connected  with  onr 
foreign  relations,  he  thought  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Belations  the  most  appropriate  <nie 
foe  the  Tesdntioa  to  bo  auit  to. 

Mr.  Out  ot^eoted  to  that  r^^enoe,  as  Qie 
animals,  be  was  informed,  were  now  in  this 
(dty,  and  the  subject  was  not  connected  witli 
onr  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Kmo  replied  that,  if  the  Oommittee  on 
Agriculture  desired  to  take  charge  of  the  sub- 
ject, (not  b^g  himself  on  the  committee,)  he 
had  no  ohjecQon.  But,  as  it  appeared  that 
OUT  consuls  and  other  public  functionaries  oould 
reo^ve  no  presents  from  foreign  powers,  and, 
in  previous  instances,  when  induced  to  do  so 
rather  than  give  oflfenoe  to  those  who  presented 
them,  thw  bad  been  sent  to  the  Government 
he  thoof^t  the  eommtttea  he  had  indicated 
the  moBt  mitahle  one.  Botif  Agrtenltnral 
Oommittee  wm  derirona  ct  naing  me  hOTses, 
he  (Mr.  SL)  bad  no  objection. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agrioultare. 

Frmeh  SpoUaUont. 

The  hill  providing  indemnity  to  American 
citizens  who  icffered  by  q>oliations  on  their 
oommoroe,  committed  by  tbe  French  prior 
to  1800,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  fiHXFLET  said :  Mr.  Fresideat,  I  shall  at- 


tempt  to  show  that  the  propertrf  (tf  our  citizens 
was  illegally  taken  from  them  by  France ;  that 
their  right  to  have  compensation  from  France 
was  recognized  by  the  UDited  States ;  that  it 
was  also  admitted  by  France ;  that  France  bad 
clums  against  tbe  United  StatM,  the  justice  of 
which,  to  some  extent,  was  not  denied ;  that 
oranpensatitm  for  these  iifjaries  might  have 
been  obtained  from  Fraaoe.  if  we  had  been 
willing  to  institnte  a  commission  Ua  mntnal 
compoisation  for  injuries.  £Vanoe  oflbred  this. 
That  compensation  was  not  obtuned,  because 
the  United  States  chose  to  discharge  these 
dainiB  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  discharge  of 
her  obligations  to  France.  The  right  to  com- 
pensation was  not  destroyed  by  a  state  of  war. 

For  the  puipose  of  lowing  the  character 
of  the  injuries  inflicted  upon  *our  commerce,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  examine  the  commercial 
relations  between  this  country  and  France  at 
that  time. 

By  tbe  treaty  of  aml^  and  commerce  of 
the  <(th  of  FebmaiT,  1778,  artide  SSd,  it  is 
provided  that  it  ahaU  be  lawnil  fbr  the  snljeota 
of  Fhmoe,  and  the  peo^  of  the  United  8t^e& 
"  to  sail  with  their  ahips  with  all  manner  of 
liberty  and  security,  no  distinction  being  made 
who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  merchandises 
laden  thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of 
those  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  ithtH  he,  at 
enndty  with  the  Most  Ghristiui  King  or  the 
United  States."  And  this,  "  not  only  directly 
from  the  placM  of  the  entony  aforementioned 
to  neutral  places,  but  also  from  one  place 
belonging  to  an  enemy  to  another  place 
belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  he  under 
the  jorisoiction  of  the  same  prince,  or  nnder 
several.**  And  it  is  hereby  stipulated  that "  free 
ships  diall  also  (^ve  a  ftvedmn  to  goods ;  and 
that  every  thing  shall  be  deemed  to  be  free 
and  exempt,"  although  the  whole  lading,  or 
any  part  uiereo^  sfaonld  flppertaiu  to  the 
enemies  of  dther,  oontrabuid  gooda  bdng 
always  excepted. 

The  24th  article  enumerates  the  goods  wMch 
are  to  be  regarded  as  contraband. 

The  26th  article  prescribes  that,  in  case  either 
party  shall  be  en^ged  in  a  war,  its  ships  and 
vessels  "  must  be  fdrnished  with  sea-letters  or 
passports,  expresdng  the  name,  property,  and 
bulk  of  the  uiip,"  according  to  the  form  annex- 
ed to  the  treaty.  This  was  to  be  the  evidence 
of  tbe  poperiy  of  the  ship  ai  reapecta  its  na- 
tional uiancter. 

It  was  during  the  existence  of  this  treaty, 
admitted  by  botn  parties  to  be  then  obligatory 
npon  the  parties  to  it,  that  the  first  clause  of 
the  eomplunt  arose. 

By  a  decree  of  the  National  Convention  of 
France,  of  the  date  of  9th  May,  1798,  it  is  de- 
clared :  '*Art.  1.  The  French  ships  of  war  and 
privateers  may  arrest  and  bring  into  the  ports 
of  the  Bepublic  the  neutral  vessels  which  shsU 
be  laden,  wholly  or  in  part,  either  with  artidea 
of  providona  belonging  to  nentral  nationa  and 
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destined  to  an  enemy's  port,  or  with  merchan- 
^Bes  belonging  to  an  enemy." 

The  same  convention,  on  the  28d  of  tbe  same 
month,  declared,  hj  decree,  "that  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  are  not  oompretaended  In 
the  dispositions  of  the  decree  of  Om  9th  of 
May." 

This  decree  of  the  S8d  iras  repealed  on  the 
SSthof  May. 

The  Oonvention,  on  the  1st  of  Jnly,  ag«Q 
decreed  that  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
were  not  comprehended  in  the  decree  of  tbe 
9th  of  May.  And  the  decree  of  the  27th  Jnly 
aofun  "  mdntained  the  dispositions  of  that  of 
the  9th  of  May." 

The  Executive  Directory,  on  the  3d  of  July, 
1796,  declared  "  that  neatral  and  allied  powers 
shall,  without  del&y,  be  notified  that,  the  flag  of 
the  French  Republic  will  treat  neatral  vessels, 
either  as  to  confiscation,  as  to  searohes  or  cw- 
tore,  in  the  same  manner  as  th^y  shall  suffer 
the  English  to  treat  them." 

And  on  the  Sd  Haroh,  1707,  the  Direetory 
decreed  "  th^  the  Frenon  vessels  of  war  and 
privateers  may  stop  and  carry  into  the  ports  of 
the  Repnblic  neutral  vesseu  which  may  be 
found  loaded  entirely  or  in  part  with  merchan- 
dise b^ong^ng  to  tbe  enemy." 

Tbe  IVench  Minister  of  the  Marine  and  of  tbe 
Oolonies,  on  the  80th  April,  1797,  declares: 

Every  American  ship  must  have  a  passport 
and  a  role  d'equipage  (ship's  roil) — I  mean  a 
liate  d'equipage  (crew  list).  Whereas,  without 
these  papers,  ^e  ought  to  be  confiscated."  And 
he  gives  reasons  for  it ;  and  yet  the  pas^rt 
only  was  reqidred  hy  tbe  treaty,  as  was  aner- 
wards  admitted  hr  France. 

The  Council  of  Slve  Hundred,  on  the  11th 
Janoary,  1798,  decreed  that  '*  the  character  of 
the  vessel,  relative  to  tbe  quality  of  nenter  or 
enemy,  is  determined  by  her  cargo." 

An  extraordinary  tribunal  was  made  the 
organ  to  decide  upon  prizes,  by  a  decree  of  8th 
of  November,  1793,  declaring  "  tbe  validity  or 
invalidity  of  prizes  made  by  privateers  shall  be 
decided'  by  way  of  administration  by  the  Pro- 
Tisory  Executive  CounciL" 

All  these  decrees  and  the  proceedings  under 
them,  were  not  only  in  direct  violation  of  the 
treaty  and  the  articles  recited,  but  so  for  these 
d^liredations  on  our  oommeroe  took  place  be- 
fore the  passage  of  the  act  of  (Congress  of  tbfr7th 
of  July,  1798,  annnlling  tiie  treaties. 

The  right  of  tbe  citizens  to  have  oompeoaa- 
Hon  from  France  was,  as  I  have  said,  recog- 
nized 1^  the  United  Btatee. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a 
circular  letter  addressed  to  the  merchants,  under 
date  of  August,  1798,  says:  "I  have  it  in  charge 
from  tbe  President,  to  asure  the  merchants  of 
tiie  United  States,  concerned  in.  foreign  com- 
merce or  navigation,  that  due  attention  will  be 
paid  to  any  iqjaries  th^  may  suffer  on  tiie  high 
seas  or  in  forngn  oonntriea,  contrary  to  tbe  law 

nations  or  to  existing  treaties ;  ud  that^  on 
their  forwarding  hither  well-authenticated  eri- 
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deuce  of  the  same,  proper  proceedings  will  be 
adopted  for  their  relief."  And  in  a  letter  to 
our  minister  to  Qreat  Britain,  under  date  of 
April  26,  1797,  the  Secretary  sa;rs  *'  that  near- 
ly aJl  the  vessels,  or  cargoes,. or  botli,  vliicli 
are  carried  in  by  their  privatews,  ireomdanm- 
ed  by  the  civil  authorities  on  share.  Beridei, 
when  he  (Mr.  Adet)  mentions  nnauthoriiedcap- 
tures,-he  cannot  r«Fer  to  the  multitude  vhich 
we  comphdn  of  as  made  in  direct  ritdstiai  of 
our  treaty  with  France." 

In  tbe  instrootioiiB  to  our  envoTS  to  Frmn, 
under  date  of  July  IS,  1797,  is  this  dedaration; 
"Indeed,  the  greater  part,  probably  nearly  all 
the  captures  and  confiscations  in  question,  tiara 
been  committed  in  direct  violation  of  dut  tre^ 
ty,  or  of  the  law  of  nations." 

The  President  of  the  United  Ststei  in  his 
speech  of  the  8th  of  December,  1798,  spei^ 
of  a  decree  of  tbe  Directory,  says  "  it  efljoim 
them  to  oonfbrm  to  all  the  laws  of  IVaooe  rela- 
tive to  oraising  and  prizes ;  while  thsae  bwi 
are  themselves  tbe  sources  of  the  deuredatiou 
of  which  we  have  so  long,  so  jnatly,  and  » 
fruitlessly  oompluned."  So  perfect  was  tbe 
right  of  the  citizens  to  have  oompeoiation  tb- 
guded,  that  in  the  instmotioos,  under  date  of 
22d  October,  1779,  to  our  envoys  to  fimt, '» 
this  clause : 

"  First  At  the  opeidng  of  the  n<|;DtiatioD,  j» 
will  inform  tbe  IVeoc^  mioistets  that  tbe  Umttd 
States  expect  from  IVance,  as  an  indi^jenaitde  e» 
ditionof  the  treaty,  a  stipulaUon  to  make  to  tbe  oli- 
zens  (tf  the  United  States  fUl  oomMnaalkm  fwd 
lonea  and  dunages  which  thev  afaall  haTC  sutuael 
by  reason  of  iir^nlar  oc  iUeal  cultures,  or  condait- 
nations  oC  titetr  vcssds  and  thur  propertj,  laSa 
9tAor  of  anthcoi^  or  comnUstf  ona  bom.  the  Fran 
BepuUic  or  ito  agmts." 

It  remains  next  to  ascertain  whethw  fnm 
did  not  admit  her  obligaticm  to  make  oonqia- 

sation. 

In  the  deliberations  of  the  Ezecative  Direo 
tory,  on  tbe  81st  July,  1798,  it  is  stated  tbat 
suidi  information  has  been  received,  as  to  "  leave 
no  room  to  doubt  that  French  cruisers,  tft  sou 
as  call  tbemselvM  French,  have  infringed  tn 
laws  of  the  Republic  relative  to  cmiaiiis  w 
prizes."  And  in  a  decree  of  the  IStb  March, 
1799,  the  Execntive  Directory  admita  tbat  w 
former  decree,  "  in  -what  relates  to  tbe  rw« 
d'Mnipages  with  which  neatrsl  vessels  es^ 
to  be  furnished,  has  had  improper  interpreti- 
tiou,  so  far  as  concerns  the  roles  d'eqnipa^ 
of  American  vessels,  and  that  it  is  time  to  ® 
away  the  obstacles  resulting  therefrom  to  the 
navigation  of  the  vessels  of  tbat  nation.'' 

Our  envoys  clwming  compensation  iron 
France,  find  France  also  claimm^  a  f^moit 
on  our  part  of  tbe  treaties  ;  and  in  their  letter 
of  17th  May,  1800,  to  the  Secretary  of  Sttt^ 
they  say :  "  Our  success  is  doubtttaL  jp* 
French  think  it  bard  to  indemnify  for  riu^ 
engagmnents,  unless  th«yoan  thereby  be  reeuff- 
ed  to  the  benefito  of  them."  Tbe  olv«(^ 
here  tiien  is  not  to  maUng  an  indemni^i  >>» 
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to  making  It  wlthont  baring  Uie  benefit  of  t^e 
same  treaties^  for  the  Tioiation  of  wMdi  we 
claimed  of  them  compensation. 

The  French  ministers,  in  their  proposal  to 
the  American  envoys,  under  date  of  the  11th 
August,  1800,  saj :  Thus,  the  first  proposition 
of  the  ministers  of  France  is  to  stipulate  a  fall 
and  entire  recognition  of  treaties,  and  the  reci- 
procal engagement  of  compensation  for  damages 
resulting  on  both  sides  from  their  infhtction." 
If  this  18  not  accepted,  they  then  propose  the 
Bbolititm  of  aiudent  treaties."  and  in  snoh  case 
"  there  vonld  be  no  demand  of  compensation." 
Here,  then,  is  an  offer  of  compensation  for  in- 
juries to  onr  dtizMis,  made  by  France ;  hut  she 
claimed  compensation  from  the  United  States 
for  tiie  non-nilfilment  of  the  treaties,  and  that 
the  compensation  should  he  reciprocal. 

These  cMms  of  France  agiunst  the  United 
States  arose  oat  of  our  neglect  or  refusal,  as  she 
alleged,  to  folfil  the  Btipulations  of  treaties. 
The^  were,  first:  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  aUiance  of  6th  Febmary,  1778.  This  article 
stipulated  the  goarantee  shonld  be  on  the  part 
of  "  the  United  States  to  his  Most  Ohristian 
Majesty,  the  present  possesbions  of  the  Grown 
of  France  in  America,  as  well  as  those  whidi  it 
may  aeqnire  by  th«  ftatnre  tnatj  ot  fVanoe.** 

And,  secOTtoiy,  the  17th  and  23d  articles  of 
the  tr^ty  of  commeroe  of  the  same  date.  By 
the  first  of  tiiese  articles,  the  privateers  and 
prizes  of  France  might  enter  onr  ports  and  depart 
at  pleasure,  and  the  privateers  and  vrasels  of  the 
enemies  of  France  were  excluded  fi?om  onr  ports. 
And  the  latter  article  prohibited  the  privateers 
of  the  enemies  of  France  irom  being  fitted  out 
in  our  ports,  and  sale  of  their  prizes  being  made 
in  them,  or  even  provision  ftimlshed,  more  than 
was  necessary  for  their  going  to  the  next  port. 
The  importance  of  the  stipidations  to  Franoe 
will  be  readily  acknowledged  when  we  remem- 
ber that  she  was  at  war  with  England;  that she 
had  idands  in  tin  West  Indies  to  be  preserved ; 
that,  by  having  a  place  of  refbge  in  onr  ports 
for  her  armed  vessels,  she  conld  greatiy  harass 
uid  injure  the  very  extensive  commerce  of 
England  in  the  West  Indies ;  take  her  vessels 
and  retreat  in  safety  with  them  to  our  ports. 
Our  Government  it  ia  well  known,  determined 
to  maintun  a  stnct  nentrality  between  the  con- 
tending parties,  and  refnsed  to  France  the  ad- 
vantages which  these  treaties  gave  her;  and 
this  ooorse  was  tiie  occasion  of  great  complaint, 
and  of  a  very  sharp  correnrondence  between  the 
niiUsters  of  Ftaioe  and  of  this  Goremment. 

la  tiie  course  of  the  negotiation  to  settie  tiie 
diffioalties  between  the  two  nations,  onr  minis- 
ters, not  being  anth«iaed  or  willing  to  agree  to 
"  the  reciprocal  engagement  of  compensation 
for  damages  resulting  on  both  sides^"  from  the 
breich  of  tbe  treaties,  as  proposed  by  France, 
offered  finally,  in  their  letter  of  the  20tii  of 
Angust,  1800,  that  the  ancient  treaties  shonld 
be  renewed  and  confirmed,  with  certain  modi- 
fications. These  were,  that  the  articles  respeot- 
ing  privateers  ud  prises  shonld  be  so  modified 
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asj'npon  payment  of  8,000,000  francs  within 
seven  years,  no  greater  rights  than  those  of  the 
most  favored  nations  should  exist.  And  that  tiie 
mutual'  guarantee  should,  for  the  future,  be  con- 
fddered  as  fulfilled,  by  affording  aid  to  the 
amount  of  1,000,000  francs  when  either  party 
was  attacked ;  and  that  either '  party  might 
"  exonerate  itself  wholly  from  its  obligation  by 
paying  to  tbe  other,  within  seven  years,  a  gross 
Bom  of  0,000,000  francs,  in  money,  or  sncb 
eecurities  as  may  he  issued  for  indemnities ; " 
and  that  "  there  ahall  be  a  redprooal  stipulatiMt 
for  indemnities,  and  these  indemnities  shall  be 
limited  to  the  claims  of  individnds."  It  will 
be  noticed  here  that  the  United  Statesministers 
do  not  ofibr  to  F^rance  any  compensation  for  the 
injury  to  France,  as  a  nation,  for  the  claims 
respecting  the  guarantee  and  the  privileges  for 
privateers  and'prizes  for  the  past,  ' 

The  French  ministers,  on  the  26th  of  August, 
say  that  their  proposal  to  confirm  the  ancient 
treaties,  and  for  mutual  compensation,  "did 
away  all  idea  of  a  modification ;  "  and  that,  as 
the  American  ministers  had  proposed  an  essen- 
tial modification  of  the  17th  article,  "  it  is  there- 
fore evident  that  this  note  refers  to  the  second 
part  of  the  alteniatiTe,  which  ccmnated  of  a 
new  treaty,  without  indnnnity."  The  French 
ministers  therefore  Insisit  upon  the  eonditico^ 
that  all  sttpnlation  for  indemnities  be  hudande." 
Tber  make  the  following  proportions  to  onr 
miDlsters: 

**  1st  The  ancient  treaties  ahall  be  emtinned  and 
coofirmed,  to  have  their  fiUl  force,  as  If  no  misun- 
deictandii^  between  the  two  nations  had  ever  oc- 
curred. 

"  2d.  Commls^oners  shall  be  appointed  to  liqui- 
date the  respective  loeees. 

"  Sd.  The  17th  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 
of  1778  aball  be  ontinned  in  fiiD  force,  with  a  sinfl^ 
addition,  fanmedlatdy  after  these  words,  to  wit: 
'  And  on  the  oontrary,  no  dtelter  aha]]  be  given  in 
their  ports  ot  harbors  to  such  as  shall  have  made 
prize  of  the  sutgects  of  his  H^esty,  or  of  the  dozens 
of  the  United  States,'  there  shall  be  added,  'if  it  be 
not  in  virtue  of  known  treaties  on. tbe  day  of  the 
dgnature  of  the  present,  and  subsequent  to  ue  treaty 
of  17?8,  and  that  for  the  apace  of  seven  years.* 
The  22d  article  subject  to  the  same  reservation  as 
the  17th  arUcle. 

"4th.  If,  daring  the  term  of  seven  years,  the 
proposal  to  establiui  the  17th  and  22d  articlea  be  not 
made  and  accepted  without  reserve,  the  award  for 
indeamitiea  determined  by  the  oominlssioiien  diall 
not  be  allowed. 

"  5th.  The  guarantee  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of 
aUianoe  shall  be  converted  into  a  grant  of  succor  for 
tiro  mUhmia.  But  this  grant  ahall  not  be  redemabls 
nnkaa  by  a  cajdtal  of  ten  nJIUonB.** 

These  proposals  not  being  satisfactory  to  the 
American  ministers,  the  TVench  ministwsmade, 
on  the  4th  of  September,  1800,  proposids  anew : 

"  We  Bhall  have  the  right  to  ta^e  our  prizes  Into 
tbe  ports  of  America. 

*'  A  commis^oB  ahall  r^pilate  the  indemnities 
wUeh  either  of  the  two  nations  may  owe  to  the  <dti> 
Mos  of  the  other.   The  Indnudties  wtdA  shall  be 
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due  bjFtwioe  sbaU  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 
And  in  return  for  which,  France  yields  the  oxcluiiiTe 
privilege  resnUing  from  the  17th  tmd  22d  articleB  ef 
the  treaty  of  oommeroe,  and  from  the  rights  of 
guarantee  of  the  11th  article  of  the  tres^  of  alU- 
•ooe." 

The  American  mimsten  answer  oa  the  8th 
of  September,  and  these  proposals  are  inad- 
nuBmble,  "  the  nearest  ^>proaoh  to  them  "  ia 

"  lib  The  former  toeaties  shall  be  renewed  and 
oonflnned. 

"  id.  The  obUgaUons  of  the  gnarantee  sbsll  be 
nedfied  and  limited  aa  In  the  first  paragraph  of  their 
third  proposition  of  the  20th  of  AuguaL 

'*  Sd.  There  shall  be  mutual  indemnity  and  a  mu- 
tnal  restoration  of  captured  property  not  yet  defi- 
nitely condemned,  aocordlng  to  their  flikh  ud  tizth 
propodtiona  <rf  that  date. 

"  4th.  If,  at  the  exchange  of  rstiflcatitms,  the 
United  States  propose  a  mutual  relinquishment  of 
indemnity,  the  French  BepubUo  will  a^^^  to  the 
same,  and  in  such  case  the  former  treaties  shall  not 
be  deemed  obligatory,  except  under  the  seTenteenth 
and  twenty^second  articles  of  that  of  commerce,  the 
parties  shall  conthine  forever  to  have  for  their  pub- 
uo  ships  of  war,  privateen,  and  prizes,  soch  prlTi- 
leges,  in  the  ports  q£  eadi  Mher,  as  the  most  &Tored 
n&tioD  shall  eqjoy." 

The  American  ministers  requested  a  oonfer- 
ence  to  oonsider  these  propontions;  and  in 
their  Joomal,  nnder  IStli  September,  they  say, 

The  first  and  third  were  agreed  to,  with  some 
modification  of  the  tiiird  as  to  the  roles  of  evi- 
denoe,  which  did  not  vary  iU  priociple."  The 
aecond  and  fonrOi  were  considered  together,  as 
in  some  measure  connected,  and,  after  consider- 
able discoKsion,  the  French  ministerB  sud,  tmless 
an  option  precisely  similar  and  reciprocal  was 
assarod  to  the  Freooh  Bepnblic,  the  operation 
of  which  would  enable  her  to  get  rid  of  tlie  io- 
demnities,  by  an  offer  of  abandoning  the  exclu- 
sive privileges,  tbej  could  not  agree  to  it 

Here  it  will  be  noticed  that  it  was  agreed 
that,  npon  the  former  treaties  being  confirmed, 
ind^mdties  thould  be  pud,  but  Fnuuw  wouM 
not  yield  lier  ezelosire  rights  nnderthstrtttiee, 
bnt  by  payment  being  made  to  our  dtisens  by 
tiieir  owD  Government,  or  by  a  relinquishment 
of  indemnities.  Our  ministers  were  not  author- 
ized to  relinquish  the  indemQities,  or  to  provide 
for  their  payment  by  the  TTnited  States ;  and 
hence  they  say,  on  the  18th  September,  in  their 
journal,  that  "  being  now  convinced  that  the 
door  was  perfectly  dpsed  against  all  hope  of 
obtaining  mdemnities  with  any  modificationB 
of  the  treaties,  it  remained  only  to  be  deter- 
mined to  attempt  a  temporary  arrangement, 
which  would  eztrioate  the  United  States  from 
the  war,  or  that  peculiar  state  of  hostility  in 
which  they  are  at  present  inTcdved." 

The  indemnities  were  not  abandoned  by  the 
n^otlators,  but  thej  postponed  the  farther 
diflcnasion  of  the  oudma,  on  each  side,  to  a 
future  day,  and  on  the  80th  September  oon- 
oladed  and  signed  a  treaty,  the  second  arUele 
of  which  is  aa  followa ; 
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"  Abtiolk  3.  The  ministera  {doiipotentiaiy  of  Jhe 

two  parties  not  beine  able  to  agne  at  present  re- 
specting the  treaty  of  alliance  of  the  6th  of  Febra- 
aiy,  1778,  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  the 
same  date,  and  the  convention  of  the  Uth  of  No- 
vember, 178S,  nor  upon  the  iniJemnitiea  mitttullj 
due  or  claimed,  the  parties  will  negotiate  taiiba  on 
these  sul^ectfl  at  a  convenient  time ;  and  until  iiiej 
may  have  agreed  utmhi  diese  pdnt&  the  lud  tmtia 
ande(mv«iaondiaU  baveno  opeiaacRi,  and  tte  rela- 
tions of  tiie  two  countries  shall  be  regulated  ufbUovs." 

On  the  8d  of  February,  1801,  the  treaty  tu 
ratified  by  the  Semite,  '^provided  the  seccoid 
article  be  expunged,"  and  by  adding  aa  article 
limiting  the  opwatbn  <tf  the  treaty  to  a  term 
of  eight  years. 

On  the  Slat  of  July,  1801,  it  was  alsonfified 
on  the  part  of  France,  agreeing  to  ttw  Bnuta* 
tion,  and  to  "  the  retienonment  of  the  seooad 
article,  provided  that  by  this  retreDohment  the 
two  States  renounce  the  respective  pretenwHU 
which  are  the  object  of  the  said  article."  ■ 

On  the  19th  of  December  following,  the  tiea^ 
was  again  submitted  to  the  fieuite,  wliiai 
**  resolved  that  they  considered  the  said  eoor 
vention  as  Ailly  ratined." 

This  is  the  history  of  the  final  discha^ 
France  from  all  obligation  to  compensate  oor 
citizens  for  losses.  It  was  effected  by  the  act 
of  this  Government  in  expunging  the  seoond 
article  of  the  convuition,  and  r^arding  it  as 
ftiUy  ratified,  with  the  express  provifflcui  aniuxed 
by  France  that  it  waa  a  rennndation,  by  eaci 
nation,  of  its  ol^ms.  Thus,  also,  the  United 
States  were  forever  discharged  from  the  (ser- 
ous burdens  of  the  ancient  treaties,  andfromaU 
claim  of  indemnity,  for  refbsing  to  France  tiu 
privileges  which  uiey  secured  to  her.  And  at 
the  same  time  and  by  the  same  act  and  isstn- 
ment  these  claimants  were  fbrever  deprived  of 
obtiuning  that  indemnity  from  France,  which  if 
these  claims  had  been  kept  separate,  and 
had  been  connected  with  any  sulject  of  nstionit 
grievance,  they  most  certainly  would  liave  ob- 
tained. The  history  of  negotiation  cannot  aboT 
a  more  direct  surrender  of  an  admitted  cUin>i 
as  a  oonridaratUm  of  the  rdeaae  of  an  ol^ 
tion.  Ftanoe  alwaya  offiared  to  set  off  one  clan 

of  claims  against  tiie  other ;  the  envoyi  of  tho 
United  States  refbeed  It;  the  Senate  and  tba 
fVenoh  Goveniment  agreed  to  it,  and  acMoir 
plUhed  it  Nor  was  the  right  to  compensation 
destroyed  by  a  state  of  war.  Neither  natim 
regarded  the  right  to  clMm,  or  the  obligatioa 
to  compensate,  as  destroyed,  on  aooonnt  of  aa 
esdstin^  war.  The  United  States  dumed  ui 
indemnity  as  an  existing  right;  and  France  ad- 
mitted the  claim  to  be  good.  It  is  troe,  that 
the  United  States  authorized  the  capture  of  uo 
veasela  of  France  on  the  high  seas,  bnt  they 
declared  it  to  be  only  in  defence  of  the  penoU 
and  property  of  th^  dtizena.  War  was  an 
declared  by  either  nation.  And  in  the  wmv* 
tion  of  80th  September,  1800,  the  dw^"*  "J 
both  ndes  were,  by  the  second  article,  I'egardw 
as  aabmatiag  and  valid.  Thi't  would  not  hsTt 
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been  done,  if  war  had  destroyed  the  right  to 
hare  a  fature  n^fotiation  and  compeiuatioii. 
Prance,  in  her  negotiations,  declared,  as  otir 
envoys  say,  that  her  object  was  to  avoid  making 
compenastion  for  these  claims,  because  she 
Tonld  find  herself  too  much  exhausted  by  the 
war  to  satisfy  them;  and  yetj  anzions  as  she 
was,  dkenereriiuiatediqKni  adis(Uuu;ge^  beoaoM 
*  state  of  Tar  had  odatod. 

On  the  16tb  Angnst,  1708,  the  Eiecntive 
Directory  d^jcskve  th^  irish  "to  pnrsne  the 
friendly  habits  of  France  towards  a  people  whoee 
liberty  it  defended."  And  at  the  same  period 
the  Minister  of  Marine  says:  "Oar  politioal 
ritnation,  with  regard  to  the  United  States  citi- 
zens, not  having  as  yet  undergone  any  change 
which  can  effect  the  respect  dae  to  nentral 
nations,"  "no  injnry  should  be  done  to  the 
safety  and  liberty  of  the  officers  and  orewa  of 
any  American  vessels." 

The  French  ministers,  in  their  letter  of  the 
6^  of  May,  1800,  epeak  of  the  "misunderstand- 
ing "  and  "  traiunent  misnnderBtanding," 

And  in  tiieir  letter  of  the  11th  of  Angnst 
fidlowing,  the  French  ministers  say,  "that  ike 
treaties  which  united  France  and  the  United 
States  are  not  broken ;  that  even  war  could  not 
break  them ;  bnt  that  the  state  of  misnnderatand- 
ing  which  has  existed  for  some  time  has  not 
been  a  state  of  war,  at  least  on  the  side  of 
France."  By  saying  the  treaties  are  not  broken, 
the  French-ministers  coold  not  be  regarded  as 
intending  to  say  that  they  had  not  been  in  many 
instances  violated,  as  they  bad  both  demanded 
and  yielded  to  a  compensation,  as  proper  for 
such  vi<^tions. 

The  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations,  (Talley- 
rand,) in  a  letter  of  Angnst  28,  1798,  says: 
"  Therefore,  It  never  thought  of  making  war 
against  them,  nor  ezdting  dvU  oommoUons 
among  them ;  and  every  contrary  snpposition 
is  an  insolt  to  common  sense." 

On  the  part  of  the  United  States,  it  is  well 
known  that  she  always  professed  and  determined 
to  maintain  a  nentru  position.  In  the  instmc- 
tions  to  onr  envoys.  22d  October,  1799,  it  is 
s^d,  this  oondact  of  tne  French  Bepnblio  would 
have  well  Justified  an  immediate  declaration 
of  war  on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  bat, 
desirons  of  maintuning  peace,  and  still  willing 
to  leave  open  the  door  of  reconciliation  with 
France,  tiie  United  States  ooatented  themselves 
vlth  prepanOjoD  for  delenoe  and  meaanras  cal- 
onlated  to  proteot  their  oommefce." 

The  American  ministers,  in  a  letter  dated 
20th  Aogast,  1800,  speaking  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gresa  annnlling  the  treaties,  say,  if  it  "had 
amoanted  to  a  canse  of  war,  yet  as  the  wisdom 
of  France  reconciled  it  to  peace,  its  application, 
on  the  principle  of  war,  to  the  extingni^ment 
of  claims,  would  be  inexplicable."  Many 
other  documents  might  be  adduced  to  prove 
the  positions  which  have  been  taken,  but  I  for- 
bear, my  object  being  only  to  exhibit  sufficient 
to  show  the  relations  of  the  two  nations,  and 
the  manner  la  whitdi  these  claims  were  dis- , 
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charged.  Does  it  become  the  United  States 
now  to  allege  that  these  claims  sbonld  not  be 
paid  by  her,  for  other  and  different  reasons 
than  those  which  France  used  to  avoid  com- 
pensation 1  France  never  seriously  maintained 
that  the  claims  were  extinguished  by  war ;  and 
bow  can  the  United  States  now  introdnoe  such 
adefimoel 


Tmui)  DeoNnb6r28. 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  joint  committee,  appoint- 
ed at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  oration  contemplated  to  be  delivered 
commemorative  of  the  life  and  character  of 
General  Lafayettej  made  a  report  thereon,  con- 
cluding with  the  following  jomt  resolution: 

Jittolved  the  Senatt  and  Hoiue  of  Sepreaenta- 
tivet,  Thid  Weduesday,  the  81st  instant,  be  tho  time 
aangned  for  the  delivery  of  the  oration  bv  Jomf 
QviHOT  Adahb,  before  the  two  Houses  of  doDgress, 
on  the  life  and  (luneter  of  General  Lafayette; 

That  the  two  Htrasea  shall  be  ciUed  to  order 
their  leapective  presiding  ofBcers  at  the  usiul  hour, 
and  the  journal  of  the  preceding  day  shall  be  read,  bat 
all  I^jisiatiTe  business  shall  be  enspeaded  on  that  day ; 

That  the  oration  shall  be  delivered  at  half-past 
twelve  o'clock,  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
ativei; 

That  the  President  the  United  States  and  the 
heads  of  the  several  Departments,  the  Frendi  minis* 
tw  and  members  of  the  French  legation,  all  other 
fordgn  ministers  at  the  seat  of  Qovemment,  and  the 
members  of  tb^r  respective  legattoos,  be  invited  to 
attend  on  that  oooamon  by  the  nhairmin  of  the  jdnt 
comndttee; 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  beads 
of  the  several  Departments,  the  French  minister  and 
membera  of  the  French  l^ation,  the  other  fordgn 
nuiUsters  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  their  req>ective  legations,  and  John  Qcikct 
Adaus,  be  requested  to  assemble  at  half-paat  twelve 
o'cloclc,  F.  H.,  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  that  they, 
with  the  Seo^  shall  be  attended  by  the  jdnt  com- 
mittee to  the  h^I  of  the  House  of  RepresentaUves ; 

Tliat  tiie  galleries  of  the  House,  under  the  direction 
of  its  ofiioers,  shall  be  open  on  that  day  for  the  ao 
oommodation  of  sodi  dtixens  as  may  think  proper  to 
attend. 

Mr.  0.,  in  continuation,  observed  that  a  idm- 
ilar  report  would  that  morning  be  made  in  the 
other  House ;  and  that,  as  the  resolution  under 
which  the  committee  had  acted  originated 
there,  it  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed farther  until  after  some  action  was  had  in 
that  House.  He  moved,  therrfore,  that  the 
whole  subject  be  for  the  present  laid  on  the 
table;  wioBh  rnoticm  was  adopted. 

WiDNXSD&T,  December  Si. 
Colonel  LeiteiudoTfer. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  John  Eugene 
Leitensdorfer  coming  up  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  BiNTON  requested  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  raad  the  r^Mwt. 
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J Here  followa  the  r^Knt,  the  subatanoe  of  which 
appear  in  the  renuu^  which  accompanied  it] 

The  reading  being  finished,  Hr.  Benton  pro- 
ceeded to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  Senate 
some  historical  facts  which  illnstrated  the.  case 
of  the  petitioner,  and  showed  his  ample  d^m 
to  the  relief  which  was  now  proposed  to  be 
granted  to  him. 

The  entraprise  of  General  EfttoD,  he  said,  was 
aathorized  bj  the  GoTenunoit,  Hia  phm  of 
oo-operation  with  the  naval  attack  on  Tripoli 
bjr  a  milltarj  movement  from  the  interiorj  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  Jefferson's  adminis- 
tration, and  he  was  directed  to  execute  it.  The 
first  step  in  this  plan  was  to  find  out  and  bring 
into  its  views,  the  exiled  Bashaw,  Hamet  Cara- 
mel!, then  a  IHigitive  ftom  his  ooontr;,  and 
wandering,  it  was  not  known  where,  in  some 
part  of  Egypt.  For  this  purpose  General  Eaton 
was  carried  to  Alexandria  in  a  national  ship, 
and  proceeding  thence  to  Grand  Cairo,  there 
learned  that  ^met  was  in  Upper  Egypt,  in  the 
oamp  of  Elfl  Bey,  then  at  war  with  the  Turks, 
and  the  Tnrl^  troops  occupying  the  inter- 
mediate country.  It  was  evident  that,  without 
the  instrumentality  of  a  faithful  agent,  who 
could  pass  both  among  the  Turks  and  Hame- 
Inkea,  his  enterprise  was  at  an  end.  Oolonel 
Leitensdorfer,  then  In  Grand  Cairo,  and  in  the 
Turkish  service,  became  that  agent,  succeeded 
in  the  perilous  undertaking,  and  returned  with 
Hamet  to  Alexandria.  There  an  expedition, 
savoring  more  of  romance  than  of  history,  was 
set  on  foot.  About  one  hundred  Christians, 
collected  from  the  strwglers  and  adventurers 
of  all  nations;  fonr  or  fiira  hundred  Moors  and 
Arabs,  a  hnnared  camels  to  carry  baggage  and 

E revisions,  undertake  to  cross  the  desert  of 
ybia,  six  hundred  miles,  to  dethrone  the 
Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  restore  the  rightful  heir,  and 
release  four  hundred  Americans  from  the  chains 
and  dangeons  of  Tripolitan  slavery.  They 
were  fifty-stz  days  in  the  desert,  suffering  every 
thing  incident  to  such  a  ^onrney,  and  such  a 
mixture  of  nations  and  rebgions.  Twenty-five 
days  tbey  were  without  meat ;  fifteen  without 
bread;  often  without  water,  and  sometimes 
drinking  it  from  cisterns  from  which  the  bodies 
of  murdered  men  had  first  to  be  hauled  out. 
Almost  every  day  the  Arabs  mutinied ;  some- 
times for  more  pay,  sometimes  for  rations; 
always  with  threats  to  the  Christians,  who  were 
constantly  standing  to  thdr  arms  against  tiieir 
associates.  At  iho  end  of  nearly  two  months 
tiiey  arrive  at  Deme,  capture  it,  augment  their 
forces  to  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  men,  defeat 
the  Bashaw's  troops  in  the  field,  and  have  ever^ 
prospect  of  marching  as  conquerors  upon  Tri- 
poli. At  this  juncture,  (18th  of  June,  1805,)  the 
United  States  frigate  Constellation  anchors  be- 
fore Derne,  and  every  heart  beats  high  with  the 
prospect  of  the  promised  naval  co-operation, 
and  the  immediate  march  upon  Tripoli.  On 
tbe  contrary,  she  came  from  Tripoli,  bronght 
news  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  Just 
ogoed  bj  Mr.  Lear  with  the  r^gning  Bashaw, 
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and  sent  for  General  Eaton  to  come  on  board 
immediatoly,  with  his  Christian  followers,  tltt 
exiled  Bashaw,  and  his  prindpal  officers,  in  eoa- 
fbrmity  to  the  third  article  of  the  treaty,  which 
bound  the  United  States  to  withdrav  thdr 
forces  immediately  from  Deme,  and  to  give  do 
idd  to  the  rebel  snlfjects  of  the  Bashaw  st  tint 
place.  This  was  a  thunderbolt  to  General 
Eaton ;  but  he  had  qo  time  for  complaints.  To 
escape  was  the  difficulty;  to  extricate  the 
Christians  and  diiefe  from  ih^r  deserted  asso- 
ciates, was  as  perilous  as  indispenstibie,  andvas 
effected  by  stratagem,  under  cover  of  the  night, 
and  by  the  aid  of  the  unfortunate  Hamet  Kr. 
B.  here  read  an  extract  of  a  despatch  from 
General  Eaton  to  Commodore  Rodgoi,  whioh 
showed  the  difficulty  and  peril  of  this  fifmtim. 

Mr.  B.  continued :  A  massacre  was  utdo- 
stood  to  have  taken  place  the  next  daj  anung 
the  deserted  followers  of  Hamet,  and  tbe  reroltM 
inhabitants  of  Deme,  who  had  not  saved  thon- 
selves  by  fiying,  during  the  night,  to  the  moon- 
tuns  and  deserts.  Hamet  and  his  retinue  lost 
every  thing ;  touts,  baggage,  horses,  wMch  were 
turned  loose  as  they  dismounted,  on  tbe  sesGfaore; 

Hamet  and  his  friends,  Mr.  B.  said,  vere 
carried  to  Syracuse,  whence  he  addressed  a 
pathetic  appeal  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

This  affecting  u>peal,  sud  JSx,  B.,  was  not 
lost  upon  Hr.  Jefferson's  administration.  Ai 
act  of  Congress  waa  immediately  passed  for  Ae 
temporary  relief  of  Hamet,  and  in  terms  tbat 
implied  a  detormination  to  make  him  a  permi- 
nent  provision;  but  hia  death  intercepted  the 
intended  boon,  and  Christian  honor  remained 
nnvindicated  to  a  Mussulman  prince. 

}£r.  B.  apolognzed  for  this  slight  digres^ 
on  the  sulneot  of  Hamet  CaramalU,  who  seemed 
to  him  to  nave  been  a  good  man,  tried  in  the 
desert  by  the  Christi^iiB,  and  found  tnifr- 
unfortunate,  and  his  misfortune  doubled 
bis  connection  with  Americans.  He  wonld  pro- 
ceed with  the  case  of  the  petitioner.  Dtoppei 
at  Syracuse  by  the  American  frigate,  penidlea 
and  a  stranger  there,  he  turn^  his  eyea  to 
America,  and  rec^ved  from  General  Estcsi  tii6 
testamoiual  which  was  to  be  his  title  to  the 
hospitality  and  justice  of  the  Amerioan  Qown- 
ment  uid  people. 

"I  certify  tbat  Colonel  Gem6,  of  Leitensdorfer, 
has  been  seven  months  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  of  Amoica,  hi  capacity  of  inspector  geoenl 
and  diitf  engineer,  with  the  allied  forces  oa  the 
coast  of  AMca ;  passed  the  deserts  of 
them,  and  was  extremely  naeful  and  acUve  in  tb« 
defences  of  Denie  while  in  our  hands :  for  whidi  be 
merits  the  respect  and  protection  oif  the  citizeni  aad 
Government  of  the  United  Statea 

"  WILLIAM  EATON, 
"  United  Statea  navy  aoimt  of  th»  mtm^ 
hary  Regenciet,  and  tat*  eammmdlM^di^ 
of  the  joreei  at  Derm. 

"  Oounteralgned :  Giosaa  Dtsok, 


Otbnel  Leitaudorfer. 
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But  OoloDel  Leiteiudorfer  bad  a  son  in  the 
Tyrol,  the  country  of  his  nadTity,  and  it  was 
bis  intention  to  bniw  that  son  to  America.  In 
sttemptiDg  to  reaoh  nini,  he  enoomitered  new 
misfortones.  At  Yelona,  in  Ddmatia,  he  was 
recognized  the  Tnrks,  seized,  and  made  a 
dare.  Escapins  on  board  an  English  schoon- 
er, and  totaUy  aestitnto,  he  entered  as  a  non- 
commissioned officer  in  Ckiant  Frobei^s  for- 
eign regiment  at  Malta,  At  the  end  of  six 
months  he  obtuned  his  discharge,  conohed  in 
terms  of  peculiar  respect  and  honor,  which  J£t. 
B.  read  to  the  Senate.  Betmniog  to  Sicily,  he 
embarked  on  board  an  imperial  vessel  to  sail  for 
America,  Here  a  new  miuortmie  overtook  him. 
The  Austrian  vessel  was  ofq>tared  by  a  French 
privateen  and  himself  again  stripped  of  every 
thing.  Finally,  by  the  assistance  of  ICr.  Apple- 
ton,  the  United  States  consul  at  Leghorn,  he 
was  enabled  to  reach  the  country  on  which,  for 
four  years,  he  had  fixed  bis  eyes  and  bis  hopes. 
Arrived  here,  his  first  object  was  to  find  General 
Eaton,  who  received  him  as  a  brother  in  arms 
and  misfortune,  and  by  whose  biogrs^er  be 
is  thus  mentioned : 

"  In  December,  1609,  he  wu  visited  by  Leitena- 
doifer,  or  Eueene,  the  man  whom  be  sent  to  Upper 
Egypt  in  seami  of  the  ex-Bashaw,  and  who  acted  as 
a  colonel  in  tiie  battle  of  Deme.  No  man  ever  ap- 
peared  to  be  more  gratified  than  General  £aton  by 
this  unexpected  visit.  Leitensdorfer  tarried  several 
d^rs,  then  todc  bis  dc^Mortiire  for  the  City  of  Wadi- 
iogton,  liaving  first  received  from  Eaton  oeitiflcates 
othis  \inrewuded  serrices,  and  reconunendations  to 
General  Bradley,  of  tlie  Senate,  and  other  members 
of  Congress,  to  enable  him  to  substantiate  and  ob- 
tain bis  dues." 

At  Washington  Colonel  Leitensdorfer  became 
a  petitioner  to  Congress,  and  at  the  end  of  two 
years  obtained  the  pittance  which  is  mentioned 
in  his  petition,  namely,  three  hondred  and 
twent?  acres  of  land,  for  his  perilous  enter- 
prise in  drawing  Hamet  Caramalli  from  the 
Hamduke  camp  in  Upper  Egypt,  which  land 
was  to  be  located  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
where  no  land  office  was  opened  for  seven 
fean,  afterwards;  and  the  pi^  of  a  eq>tain  of 
mfautry,  without  flm(dament^  for  the  seven 
montiis  whidi  he  served  with  General  Eaton ; 
the  very  act  which  paid  him  as  a  captain,  recit- 
ing his  true  rank  of  a^utant  and  iD4>ector  gen- 
eral. 

The  land  warrant  which  he  had  obtained^  and 
which  was  to  be  located  west  of  the  Missis- 
uppi,  turned  his  face  towards  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  where  he  married,  became  a  culti- 
vator, father  of  a  family,  and,  for  twenty-two 
years,  a  model  of  labor,  of  industry,  and  oi  irre- 
proachable propriety  of  conduct.  His  mode 
'of  cultivation  is  strictiy  European;  sarden, 
orchard,  vineyard,  bees;  evwy  thing  the  1>est 
<tf  its  Und,  and  selling  in  the  market  a  St.  Loma, 
vith  the  same  hands  that  raiaed  thara,  tiie  fruits 
<tf  his  daily  labor. 

Ifr.  B,  aaii  he  liad  confined  himself  to  tiiat 
part  o£  the  petitioner's  faistoiy  which  was  noora- 
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sary  to  make  out  his  titie  to  the  relief  which 
he  prayed;  bnt  what  he  had  related  was  the 
most  incondderahle  portion  of  his  eventful  life. 
Educated  for  the  priesthood,  he  betook  himself 
to  arms  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  was  cadet  of 
hussars  at  the  si^  of.  Belgrade  under  Marshal 
Laudoha.  At  the  breaking  ont  of  the  wars  of 
the  French  revolution,  he  served  under  Marshal 
Clairffut,  in  the  Ix)w  Countries;  afterwards 
under  the  Archduke  Charles  on  the  retreat  of 
Moreau,  Then  he  served  in  Italy  nnder  Alvinzi, 
Wurmsur,  and  Melas.  Forced  to  quit  the 
Austrian  service,  for  a  duel  with  a  brother 
officer,  he  ran  for  four  years  a  career  of  adven- 
ture, embracing  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  almost 
rivalliDg,  in  reality,  the  fabulous  inventions  of 
the  Arabian  Kights.  A  peddler  of  watches  in 
Switzerland,  a  Oapnohln  ftiar  in  Sicily,  a  pil- 
grim at  Jerusalem  and  at  Ueooa ;  the  keeper  of 
a  oflf&  in  Alexandria;  a  tinveller  in  Egypt, 
Nubia,  and  Abyssinia ;  a  Tm-kish  dervis  at  Bag- 
dad; a  physician  at  Trebizond;  his  various  for- 
tune brought  him  to  Constantioopl&  where  he 
took  service  in  the  Tnrkiah  army  destined  to 
Egypt  to  reduce  the  Mamelukes,  and  arrived  at 
Grand  Cairo  in  1804.  At  this  point  his  history 
connects  its^  with  that  of  General  Eaton  and 
the  expedition  to  Deme,  and  ia  known  to  the 
Senate, 

Mr.  B,  added  that,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  he 
had  personally  known  the  petitioner,  and  never 
knew  a  mwe  exemplary  dtizen.  Reproach 
had  never  been  coupled  with  his  name.  He 
had  the  respect  of  evray  gentleman  d  intelll- 
genoe,  and  was  able  to  add  to  the  bformation 
of  all ;  for  he  spoke  ten  languages,  and  was  fa- 
miliar with  the  great  events  which  had  con- 
volsed  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  for  twenty 
years  of  their  most  eventinl  history.  His  pride 
i3  nov  to'h.vQ  en  phihiophe,  as  he  calls  it,  work- 
ing for  his  fami^  and  educating  his  children. 
Bnt  he  wants,  what  he  thinks  is  doe  to  him,  tJie 
six  hnndred  and  forty  acres  of  land  which  the 
House  of  Representatives  voted  to  him  in  1811, 
for  bringing  off  Hamet  Caramalli  at  the  double 
risk  of  his  life,  and  which  the  Senate  reduced 
to  three  hondred  and  twenty  acres:  and  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  colonel  and  a^J^^^ 
general,  which  was  bis  real  rank  in  onrservioe^ 
mstead  of  the  pay,  without  emoluments,  of  cap- 
tain of  infantry,  which  be  was  not.  And  then  a 
pension  for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Mr.  FoiNDBXTBB  objected  to  the  bill,  and  In- 
quired whether  General  Eaton  had  ever  reoelTed 
land  for  his  services  at  Deme. 

Mr.  Bekton  believed  that  General  Eaton  had 
not  received  any  land  from  the  United  States. 
He  deemed  him  a  meritorious  and  iiijured  man ; 
and  if  his  heirs  should  apply  to  Congress,  he 
would  view  their  application  as  standing  on  the 
same  foot  with  the  grant  to  General  Lf^yette, 
and  on  a  better  foot  tiian  stood  the  grant  to  the 
Folbfa  exiles,  for  both  of  which  he  had  votml. 

Vb.  BnrroN,  on  the  sof^^estion  of  Mr.  Fbbs- 
TOH,  and  several  Senators,  moved  to  strike  oat 
tb»  pennon  clause,  which  was  done. 


Cdonet  Lettentioifer. 
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The  bill  vas  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
fbird  reading. 

TmsDAT,  December  80. 
Selations  with  IVanea. 

A  Vessage  was  received  from  the  President 
of  tiie  United  States,  commtinicating  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  the  papera 
relating  to  the  rei^sal  of  the  French  GoTem- 
ment  to  make  provifiion  for  the  ezecntion  of  the 
treaty  of  July,  1B31,  between  the  United  States 
and  France.  The  Ifeiaage  was  in  response  to 
fhe  resolotion  submitted  by  Kr.  C^T  and  adopt- 
ed some  days  ago. 

Mr.  Maksuk  moved  that  the  papers  be  refer- 
red to  the  Gnmnittee  on  Forogn  Belalions, 
and  that  they  be  printed. 

Ifr.  OALHotnr  expressed  a  wish  that  thd  mo- 
tion to  print  might  Include  the  delwtee  of  the 
French  Qhambers  nmrn  the  subject  otihe  treaty, 
and  the  letter  of  Ur.  Bives,  which  was  sap- 
posed  to  have  caused  some  difficulty  on  the 
subject  of  the  appropriation.  He  wished  that 
a  full  and  complete  view  of  the  wfacde  anl^ect 
might  be  l^d  before  the  nation. 

Mr.  MANoof  said  there  were  also  two  or 
three  other  important  letters  which  it  was 
necessary  to  have  printed ;  he  would,  however, 
ooofine  his  motion  now  only  to  the  reference,  ana 
withdraw  the  motion  to  print 

Mr.  OAL»n«  also  withdrew  his  motion  to 
print  the  debates,  and  ra^preeaed  a  hope  that  the 
Aonorable  member  (Mr.  ICairami)  would  attend 
to  it  at  tihe  pnner  time. 

The  ooumuuuoation  and  documents  were  then 
referred. 


Wbdnbsdat,  December  81. 
The  Senate  did  not  sit  to-day,  being  engaged 
in  attending  the  delivery  of  the  oration  before 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  by  John  Quinct 
Adams,  ou  the  life  and  character  of  General 
liafajette,  agreeably  to  a  joint  resolution. 


TuBSDAT,  January  6, 1885. 
IVen^  Selatwru. 

Mr.  OLATf  from  tiie  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  had  been  referred  that 
part  of  the  President's  message,  appertaining  to 
onr  relations  with  France,  made  a  report, 
which  concluded  by  a  resolution,  "That  it  is 
ine^>edient  at  this  time  to  pass  any  law  vest- 
ing in  the  President  authority  for  making 
reprisals  upon  French  proi>Mty,  in  the  con- 
tingency of  provirion  not  bong  made  for  pay- 
ing to  the  United  States  the  indenmity  supn- 
latod  by  the  treaty  of  1881,  during  the  present 
iesnoa  of  the  French  Chambers." 

Mr.  Clat  said  that  he  shonld  propose  to 
make  this  report  and  resolution  the  special 
for  as  eariy  a  day  as  might  be  agreeable 


[JiaiuBT,  188S. 

to  the  Sraate.  He  would  say  tiib  d^  wed. 
He  then  moved  that  the  report  be  nude  the 
qtedal  odsr  for  this  day  week,  and-prlntod. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  aod  90,000  aSn 
copies  ordered. 

Mceoutke  Patronoffi. 

The  fidlowing  resolatim,  oflined  yestod^ 
by  Ifr.  OALBcnnr,  vaa  taken  up  and  adopted : 

JiMobud,  TbMt  a  sebet  oonndttea  be  tinted 
to  inquire  into  the  extent  of  exseatiTe  patnmage; 
the  oiroamstancaB  wliich  have  ooDtriboted  to  iti 
great  inoreue  of  late;  the  expediency  and  pncttea- 
bUity  of  reducing  the  ■am&  and  the  XDeam  trf  soch 
reduction ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  T^ort  Ity 
bin  or  otherwise. 

On  rnoticm  of  Jtr.  CAiHomr,  It  wiserined 
that  the  committee  oonnst  of  nz. 

Mr.  C.  wished  that  the  oonmuttee  might 
oonrist  o!  two  members  from  each  of  ttte 
political  parties ;  for  it  is  well  known,  eud  Ur. 
a,  that  there  are  different  politioal  interesta 
in  the  Senate.  That  when  he  conadered  the 
extent  of  executive  patronage  and  inflDeoc^ 
and  its  important  effect  upon  our  fatnre  pne- 
pects.  he  wished  to  go  into  ita  conndentin 
free  from  all  pr^ndices,  and  to  give  it  an  im- 
partial eonrioeration.  He  iriued  tlw  coo* 
mittee  mif^t  be  immediately  appi^nted. 

And  so  the  Senate  pooeeded  to  ballot  tat 
the  committee,  when  Messrs.  Oalhoov,  Sonn- 
AKD,  Bibb,  Wbbstxb,  Bkbton,  and  tm 
Oe<n!^  were  elected. 


Wkdbibdat,  January  7. 

Oration  <tfMr.  Adamt, 

Mr.  Clat  rose  to  perform  a  duty  which  wu 
assigned  to  him,  as  coairman  of  the  joint  ochq- 
mittee  on  the  subject  of  honoring  the  wmorj 
of  Lafayette.  He  stated  that  uie  than^  <» 
the  two  Houses  had  been  presented  to  Ur. 
Adams,  by  order  of  Oongrass,  his  reply  to 
which  had  been  received.  The  ocnunittei 
had  also  addressed  a  letter  to  Ur.  Abuo, 
requesting  a  copy  of  hia  oration  for  publica- 
tion. The  reply  to  that  letter,  assenting  to  the 
wish  of  Congress  thus  communicated,  was  now 
before  him;  and  he  shonld  move  to  lay  tliew 
papers  on  the  table.  It  was  now  his  duty, 
ne  felt  some  embarrassment  in  its  perfonnaiice, 
to  move  the  printing  of  the  oration.  If  he  were 
to  be  guided  by  his  opinion  of  the  great  taleDti 
of  the  orator,  and  the  eztraordinatr  moitof  the 
oration,  he  felt  that  he  should  be  unable  to 
specify  any  number.  Bat  it  was  neoeasary  to 
fix  on  some  numbv.  As  the  House  had  wae^ 
ed  60,000  wpiet,  it  would  hardly  be  neoesssrj 
for  the  Senate  to  ordw  as  many.  In  the  pro- 
portion o{  the  Senate  to  the  House  of  Bepr^ 
sentatives,  he  thought  that  about  10,000  woold 
be  the  proper  number.  He  would,  therefore,  _ 
propose  that  number,  although  he  shonld  be 
entirelf  satisfied  with  a  greater  or  IfiBsntmbei^ 
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&9  the  Senate  might  determine.   He  concluded 
with  moving  that  10,000  copies  be  printed. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Tedbsdat,  Janiuiy  8. 

JVeneh  iS^liatioTU. 

The  bill  making  ooropensation  for  IVenoh 
apoUations  prior  to  1800,  oelng  ander  oooMm- 
ation — 

Mr.  Wbight,  of  New  York,  said :  He  onder- 
stood  Uie  frieoas  of  this  bill  to  patits  merits  upon 
the  sbsle  and  distinct  gronna  thAt  the  Govern- 
ment 0?  the  United  States  had  released  IVance 
from  the  payment  of  the  olaima  for  a  oonsider- 
atioD,  passing  directly  to  the  benefit  of  our 
Government,  and  faUj  eqnal  in  valne  to  the 
cUims  themselves.  Mr.  W.  sud  he  should 
aigae  the  several  qnestioDs  presented,  npon  the 
supposition  that  this  was  tne  extent  to  which 
the  friends  of  the  bill  had  gone,  or  were  dis- 
posed to  go,  in  clainung  a  liability  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  to  pay  the  claimants; 
and,  thus  nnderstood,  he  was  ready  to  proceed 
to  an  examination  of  the  strengtii  of  this  posi- 
tion. 

His  first  duty,  thm,  was  to  examine  the 
relations  existing  between  IVanoe  and  the 
United  States  pnOT  to  the  eommenoemoit  of 
the  distnrbanoes  ont  of  which  these  daims 
have  arisen ;  and  the  disdiarge  of  this  duty 
would  oompel  a  dry  and  nninterasdng  refbrenoe 
to  the  several  treaties  which,  at  that  period, 
governed  those  relationa. 

The  seventeenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  of  the  6th  Febmary, 
1778,  was  the  first  of  these  references,  and  that 
article  was  In  the  following  words : 

[The  arUole  rekd.] 

This  article,  Hr.  "VT.  sud,  would  be  foond  to 
be  one  of  the  most  material  of  all  the  stipnla- 
tions  between  the  two  nations,  in  an  examina- 
tion of  the  diplomatic  oorrenwndenoe  dnrlng 
the  whole  period  (tf  the  distnrbanoes,  from  the 
breaking  out  of  Hbe  war  between  France  and 
I^l^d,  in  1798,  until  the  treaty  of  the  80th 
S^tember,  1800.  The  privileges  cltumed  by 
France,  and  the  exdoeions  she  insisted  on  as 
^plicable  to  the  other  belligerent  powers, 
were  fruitfhl  sources  of  complaint  on  both  sides, 
and  constituted  many  material  points  of  dis- 
agreement between  the  two  nations  throngh 
this  entire  interval.  What  these  clsiras  were 
on  the  part  of  France,  and  how  far  they  were 
admitted  by  the  United  States,  and  how  far 
controverted,  will,  Mr.  W.  said,  be  more  prop- 
erly conaidered  in  anotiier  put  of  the  argu- 
ment. As  oonneoted,  however,  with  vox 
branch  of  the  relations,  he  thongbt  It  neeeaaaiy 
to  refer  to  the  twenty-second  article  of  the  same 
treaty,  which  was  in  the  following  words : 

[The  artiob  read.] 
jir,  "W*  nid  he  now  passed  to  a  diflbrent 
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branch  of  tiie  rdationa  between  the  two  eoon- 
tries,  as  establidied  by  thia  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce,  which  was  the  reciprocal  rif^t 
either  to  canyon  a  free  trade  with  the  enemies 
of  the  other,  restricted  only  by  the  stipulations 
ot  the  same  treaty  in  relation  to  articles  to 
be  considered  contraband  of  war.  This  recip- 
rocal right  is  d^ned  in  the  twenty-third 
artide  of  the  treaty,  which  is  in  the  worda 
fdlowing: 

(lie  article  read.] 

The  restrictions  as  to  articles  to  be  held  be- 
tween the  two  nations  as  ocmtraband  of  war, 
Mr.  "W.  sud  were  to  be  found  in  the  twm^- 
fonrth  article  of  the  same  treaty  ot  amify  and 
oranmeroe,  and  were  as  iSdlows : 

[The  artkle  nad.] 

Mr.  W.  sdd,  this  dosed  his  references  to  this 
treaty,  with  the  remark,  which  he  wished 
career  borne  in  mind,  that  the  accepted 
public  law  was  greatly  departed  from  in  tiiis 
last  article,  inoviaions,  in  their  broadest 
sense,  materials  for  ships,  ri^;ing  for  ships,  and 
indeed  almost  all  the  artides  of  trade  men- 
tioned in  the  long  exception  in  the  article  of 
the  treaty,  were  artides  contraband  of  war  by 
the  law  of  nations.  This  artide^  therefore^ 
placed  our  commerce  with  IVance  upon  a  foot- 
ing widely  different,  in  case  of  w«r  between 
France  and  any  third  power,  from  the  rules 
whidi  would  regulate  that  oommeroe  with 
the  other  belUgerent  with  whom  we  might  not 
have  a  similar  commerdal  treaty.  Such  was 
its  effect  as  compared  with  our  relations  with 
England,  with  which  power  we  had  no  oom- 
mercial  treaty  whatever,  but  depended  upon 
the  law  of  nations  as  our  commercial  rule  and 
staDdard  of  intercourse. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  now  passed  to  the  treaty  of 
alliance  between  France  and  the  United  Statesi 
of  the  same  date  with  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  before  referred  to,  and  his  first 
reference  was  to  the  11th  aitide  of  this  latter 
treaty.  It  was  in  the  following  words : 

[The  artide  read] 

This  article,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  the  most 

important  refnwioe  he  had  made,  or  could 
m^e,  so  far  08  the  olaima  i»ovided  for  by 
this  bill  were  concerned;  beMuse  he  under- 
stood the  friends  of  the  to  derive  the  prin- 
cipal consideration  of  the  United  States  wnidi 
created  their  liability  to  pay  Uie  didms,  from 
the  guarantee  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
coutuned  in  it.  The  Senate  would  see  that 
the  article  was  a  mutual  and  reciprocal  guar- 
antee, 1st.  On  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
France,  of  her  possMaions  in  America ;  and  2d. 
On  the  part  of  France  to  ^e  United  States,  of 
thdr  "liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence, 
abstdute  ana  uilimited,  aa  weU  la  mattera 
of  Goreniment  as  oommeroe,  and  alsd  their 
possesdon^"  and  that  the  lemotiTegnar- 
anteea  were  "  forever."  It  would,  by  am  by, 
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tppe&r  ID  what  manner  this  gnarantee  on  the 
part  of  onr  Gbvermnent  was  claimed  to  be  the 
xonndation  for  this  peoaniary  responsibility 
for  millions,  bat  at  present  be  most  complete 
his  referencea  to  Uie  treaties  which  formed  tiie 
law  between  the  two  nations,  and  the  rale  of 
th^  reUtionfl'  to  and  with  each  other.  He 
had  hat  one  more  article  to  read,  uid  that 
waa  important  only  as  it  went  to  define  the 
one  last  cited.  This  was  the  12th  article  of 
the  treaty  ctf  aUianoe,  and  waa  aa  followa : 

pile  article  read.] 

Th«ee,  said  Mr.  W.,  are  the  treaty  stlpnla- 
tioDS  between  France  and  the  United  States, 
existing  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
the  distarbances  between  the  two  countries, 
which  save  rise  to  the  cl^ms  now  the  snbjeoi 
et  ocmwieTation,  and  which  seem  to  bear  most 
materially  apon  the  points  In  Issae.  There 
were  otber  prondona  m  the  treaties  between 
fhe  two  GoTemments  more  or  less  applicable 
to  the  present  diacnadon,  bat,  in  the  oonrse  he 
had  marked  out  for  himseU^  a  reference  to 
them  waa  not  indispensable,  and  he  was  not 
disposed  to  occnpy  the  time  or  weary  the 

Satienoe  of  the  Senate  with  more  of  these 
ry  documentary  quotations  than  he  foond 
absolntdy  essential  to  a  ibU  and  clear  ander- 
itanding  of  the  p<dnts  he  pnqiosed  to  exam- 
ine. 

Hr.  W.  said  he  was  now  ready  to  present 
the  origin  of  the  claims  which  formed  the 
anUect  of  the  bill  The  war  between  France 
and  En^and  broke  oat,  according  to  his 
Teoollectum,  late  in  the  year  or  early  In 
the  year  179S,  and  the  United  States  resohred 
Upon  presening  ihe  same  neutral  position 
between  tiiose  belligerents,  which  they  had 
assamed  at  the  commencement  of  the  war 
between  France  and  ceitun  other  Enropean 
Powers.  This  neutrality  on  the  part  of^  the 
United  States  seemed  to  be  acceptable  to  the 
then  French  Bepubllo,  and  her  mmlster  in  the 
United  States  and  her  diplomatic  agents  at 
home  were  A-ee  and  distinct  in  their  expres- 
aiona  to  this  effect. 

Still  that  BepaUic  made  broad  claims  under 
the  17th  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  before  quoted,  ana  her  mmister 
here  assnmed  the  r^ht  to  porofaase  ahipa.  arm 
them  as  privateers  in  onr  porta,  oonmussion 
oSiaen  tat  tiiem,  enlist  our  own  citizens  to 
man  them,  and,  thus  prepared,  to  send  them 
from  our  ports  to  cruise  agtUnat  English  Teasels 
npon  oar  coast.  Many  prizes  were  made, 
which  were  brought  into  our  ports,  submitted 
to  the  admiralty  Jurisdiction  conferred  by  the 
French  Bepubuo  upon  her  consuls  in  the 
United  States,  condemned,  and  the  captured 
vessels  and  cargoes  exposed  for  sale  in  our 
markets.  These  practices  were  immediate 
and  earnestly  oompluned  of  the  Brlti^ 
Oorermnent  as  Tiolationa  of  tiie  nentralitT 
which  onr  Gorenmient  had  declared,  and  whi<m 
ve  assmdiad  to  maintidn  in  regard  to  all  the 


belligerents,  as  &Tors  granted  to  one  of  tlis 
belligerents  not  demandable  of  rigbt  noder 
our  treaties  with  France,  and  aa  wholly  incon- 
natent,  according  to  the  ndss  of  intemsF 
t^oQAl  law,  with  our  continuance  as  a  nentnl 
power.  Onr  GoTomment  so  &r  yielded  to 
these  oomid^ts  as  to  prohibit  the  Fr«ieli 
from  fitting  oat,  arming,  equipping,  x  cm- 
missioning  privateers  in  onr  ports,  and  from 
enlisting  our  oitlzeus  to  hear  anna  under  the 
French  fiag. 

This  dedsion  of  the  rights  of  France,  mder 
the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  produced 
warm  remonstrances  from  her  minister  ia  the 
United  States,  but  was  finally  ostenabi; 
acquiesced  in  by  the  Repablic,  idthou^  eon- 
staut  complaints  of  evauons  and  violabom  <tf 
the  rule  oontinaed  to  harass  our  GoTenuneat, 
and  to  oooupy  the  attution  of  the  re^ective 
dii^matists. 

The  exdueive  privilege  of  onr  ports  for  ber 
armed  vesaela,  privateu^  and  their  piizea, 
granted  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
conmieree,  as  has  before  been  seen,  exdted 
the  Jealousy  of  England,  and  she  was  not  slov 
in  sending  a  portion  of  her  vast  navy  to  Uni 
our  ooaat  and  Dlook  up  onr  porta  and  harbon 
The  inaolenoe  of  power  induoed  some  of  ber 
armed  veasels  to  enter  onr  ports,  and  to  re- 
main, in  violation  of  onr  treaty  with  Franoi, 
though  not  by  the  consent  of  our  Govemm«t; 
or  when  we  had  the  power  to  enforce  the 
treaty  by  their  ijjection.  These  iaeidei^ 
however,  did  not  uul  to  form  the  snlject « 
new  charges  from  the  Tremti  miidsters,  of  bn 
futh  on  our  part,  of  partiality  to  England  te 
the  pr^udice  of  our  old  and  futhftal  ally,  of 
permitted  violaUona  of  the  treaties,  and  (^u 
mefficiency  and  want  <^  zeal  in  the  perfom- 
ance  of  our  duties  as  neutrals.  To  give 
to  these  complaints,  some  few  instances  oo- 
onrred  in  which  British  vessels  brought  their 
prizes  into  our  ports,  whether  in  all  cases 
under  those  casaalties  of  stress  of  weather,  or 
the  dangers  of  the  sea,  which  rendered 
act  in  conformity  with  the  treaties  and  the  lay 
of  nations  or  not  ia  not  perh^  very  certam 
or  very  materia^  inasmodi  as  the  epiiit  ^ 
oon^idnt  seems  to  have  taken  poaaeMoa  of 
the  French  negotiators,  and  these  acts  gn* 
colorable  ground  to  th^  remonstrances. 

Ootemporaneonsly  with  these  grounds  of 
misnhderetandinft  and  these  collisions  of  inlA^ 
est  between  the  belligerents,  and  between  the 
interest  of  «ther  of  them  and  tbe  preserratioa 
of  our  neutrality,  the  French  began  to  diflcover 
the  disadvantages  to  them,  and  the  great  ad- 
vantages to  the  British,  of  the  different  rate 
which  governed  the  commerce  between  tM 
two  nations  and  the  United  States. 
between  na  and  France  was  the  e(niuDW3* 
treaty  of  which  the  artides  above  qno^^^ 
a  put,  and  the  role  between  ns  and  Grw 
Bntain  was  that  laid  down  by  the  law  ot 
nations.  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  detain  the 
Henate  to  point  ont  but  two  of  the  differencM 
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between  these  roles  of  commeroe  and  inter- 
conrse,  becaose  npon  these  two  principally 
depended  tihe  diffictdtieB  which  followed.  The 
first  was,  that,  hj  the  treaty  between  ns  and 
France,  "  free  ships  shall  also  give  a  freedom  to 
the  goods ;  and  everj  thin^  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  free  and  exempt  which  shall  be  fonnd 
on  board  the  ships  belonging  to  the  mlgecta 
of  either  of  the  confederates,  although  the 
whole  lading,  or  Bay  part  thereof  sho&d  ap* 
pertun  to  the  enemy  of  either,  contraband 
goods  being  alwi^  «nwpted;"  wmle  the  law 
of  nations,  wluch  was  the  rule  between  m  and 
England,  made  the  goods  of  an  enemj  a  law- 
M  prize,  although  fonnd  in  the  vend  ot  -a 
fiiend.  Hence  it  followed  that  French  prop- 
erty on  board  of  an  American  vessel  was 
subject  to  capture  by  British  cmisers  without 
indignity  to  our  flag,  or  a  violation  to  inter- 
national law,  while  British  property  on  board 
of  an  American  vessel  could  not  be  captured 
by  a  French  vessel  without  an  insult  to  the 
flag  of  the  United  States,  and  a  direct  violation 
of  the  twenty-third  artide  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  us  and  Frasoe, 
before  referred  to. 

Hr.  W.  said,  the  second  instaiice  of  diaad- 
vantage  to  IVanoe  wldch  be  pn^poaed  to  men- 
tion, was  tiie  great  differenoe  between  the 
articles  made  contraband  -  of  war  by  the 
twenty-fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  before  read  to  the  Senate,  and 
by  the  law  of  nations.  By  the  treaty,  pro- 
vi«.ons  of  all  kinds,  ship  timber,  ship  tackle, 
(guns  only  excepted,)  and  a  large  list  of  other 
articles  of  trade  and  commerce,  were  declared 
not  to  be  contraband  of  war,  while  tbe  same  ar- 
ticles are  expressly  made  contraband  by  the  law 
of  nations.  Hence  an  American  vessel,  clearing 
for  a  French  port  with  a  cai^  of  proTin<ms 
or  ship  stores,  was  lawful  pme  to  a  British 
waiser,  aa,  by  the  law  of  nations,  carrying 
articles  contraband  of  war  to  an  enemy,  while 
the  same  vessel  clearing  for  a  British  port 
with  the  same  cargo,  ooud  not  be  captnrea  by 
a  Frendi  vessel,  because  the  treaty  declared 
that  the  articles  composing  the  cargo  should 
not  be  contraband  as  between  the  tTnited 
States  and  France.  Mr.  W.  said  the  Senate 
could  see,  at  a  single  glance,  how  eminently 
these  two  advantages  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britun  were  cdculated  to  turn  our  ooiqmerce 
to  her  ports,  where,  if  the  treaty  between  as 
and  France  was  observed,  our  vessels  could  go 
In  perfoot  safety,  while,  laden  with  provirions. 
our  only  oondderable  export,  ana  destined 
fin-  a  French  port,  tSiey  were  Uible  to  capture, 
aa  carrying  to  an  enemy  o<mtraband  articles. 
Upon  their  return,  too,  they  were  equally  out 
of  danger  fWim  French  cruisers,  as,  by  the 
,  free  ahips  made  free  the  goods  on 
;  while,  if  they  deared  from  a  port  in 
France  with  a  French  cargo,  they  were  lawful 
prize  to  the  British,  upon  the  principle  of  the 
Uw  of  nations,  that  the  goods  of  an  enemy  are 


lawftil  prize,  even  when  found  in  the  vanel  of 
a  friend. 

Both  nations  were  in  constant  and  ui^ient 
want  of  provisions  from  the  Umted  States; 
and  this  double  advantage  to  England  <^ 
having  her  ports  open  and  free  to  our  vessel^ 
and  poBseanug  the  right  to  capture  those 
bound  to  French  ports,  exasperated,  the  French 
Bepublic  beyond  endurance.  Her  ministers 
remonstrated  with  our  Oovernment,  contro- 
verted our  construction  of  British  rights,  agun 
renewed  the  aoonaations  of  partiality,  and 
final^  threw  off  the  obligations  of  the  treMy, 
and,  by  a  solemn  decree  ct  ibtUr  anthorities 
at  home,  established  tiie  nde  which  governed 
the  practice  of  the  British  cruisers.  France, 
assuming  to  believe  that  the  United  States 
permittM.  the  neutrality  of  her  flag  to  be 
violated  by  the  British  without  redstance, 
dedared  that  she  would  treat  the  tag  of  all 
neutral  vessds  as  that  flag  should  permit  itself 
to  be  treated  by  the  other  bellig^vuta.  This 
opened  our  .  commerce  to  the  almost  in^s- 
criminate  plunder  and  depredation  of  all  the 
powers  at  war,  and  but  for  the  want  of  the 
provifflons  of  the  United  States,  which  was  too 
strongly  felt  both  in  England  and  Franos  not 
to  govern,  in  a  great  degree,  the  pdicy  of  tiie 
two  nations,  it  would  seem  probaUe,  from  the 
doonmentaiy  history  of  the  period,  that  it  must 
have  been  swept  from  the  ocean.  Impdied 
by  this  want,  howevo*,  the  British  adopted  the 
rule,  at  an  early  day,  that  the  provisions  cap- 
tured, dthough  in  strict  l^al  sense  forfeited, 
as  being  by  the  law  of  nations  contraiiand^onld 
not  be  confiscated,  but  carried  into  £QgliBh 
ports,  and  paid  for  at  the  market  price  of  the 
same  provisions  at  the  port  of  their  destination. 
The  same  want  compelled  the  French,  when 
tiiey  came  to  the  oimdanon  to  lay  adde  tiie 
ob%ationB  of  the  treaty,  and  to  govern  tbem- 
selves,  not  by  solemn  ocmipaotB  with  frioidlr 
powers,  but  by  the  standards  of  wrong  adt^ted 
by  their  enemies^  to  adopt  also  tiie  same  rule, 
and  instead  of  confiscating  the  cargo  as  oontra* 
band  of  war,  if  provirions,  to  decree  a  com- 
pensation graduated  by  the  marbt  value  at  the 
port  of  destination. 

Such,  sdd  Mr.  W.,  is  a  succinct  view  of  the 
disturbances  between  France  and  tite  United 
States,  and  between  France  and  Oreat  Britain, 
out  of  which  grew  what  are  now  called  the 
French  ol^ms  for  spoliations  upon  our  com- 
merce prior  to  the  80th  of  September,  1800. 
Otiier  subjects  of  difference  mi^^t  have  bad  a 
remote  influoioe ;  but^  Mr,  V.  uid,  he  bdiered 
it  would  be  admitted  by  dl  that  those  he  had 
named  were  the  prindpd,  and  nd^t  be 
assnmed  as  having  given  rise  to  the  commer- 
cial irregularities  in  which  the  claims  com- 
menced. This  state  of  things,  without  material 
chai^  continued  until  the  year  1798,  when 
our  Government  adopted  a  course  of  measures 
intended  to  snspend  our  intercourse  with 
Frsnoe  nntU  she  should  be  broo^t  to  respeet 
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our  rights.  These  measures  were  persevered  in 
by  the  United  States  np  to  September,  1800, 
and  were  terminated  by  the  treaty  between 
the  two  nations  of  the  80th  of  that  month. 
Here,  too,  terminated  claims  which  now  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

As  it  was  the  ol^eot  of  the  dMmants  to  show 
a  UaUltty  on  tiie  part  of  oar  CtoTemment  to 
pay  tiieir  etainu  and  the  bUl  mider  disooKAon 
attuned  Hoi  Ualnllty,  and  provided,  in  part  tA 
least,  for  the  payment,  W.  said  It  beoame 
his  dnty  to  inquire  what  the  Govemmunt  had 
done  to  obtain  indemnity  for  these  clumants 
fl*om  France,  and  to  see  whether  neglisence  on 
its  part  had  famished  equitable  or  legal  ground 
for  the  institution  of  this  large  claim  npon  the 
national  ti^asnry.  The  period  of  time  covered 
by  the  cl«m^  as  he  understood  the  subject, 
was  from  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between 
France  and  England,  in  1798,  to  the  signing  of 
the  treaty  between  France  and  the  United 
States  in  Septamber,  1800 ;  and  he  would  con- 
sider the  efforts  the  QoTemment  had  made  to 
obtain  {ndemnity. 

lit  From  1798  to  1788. 

Sd.  from  1798  to  the  trea^  of  the  80th  Sep- 
temberj  1600k 

Dnnng  the  first  period,  Mr.  W.  s^d,  these 
efforts  were  confined  to  n^tiation,  and  he 
felt  safe  in  tiie  assertion  that,  doring  no  eqnal 
period  in  the  history  of  our  GoTemment,  oonld 
there  be  found  such  untiring  and  unremitted 
exertions  to  obtain  Justice  for  citizens  who  had 
been  injured  In  their  properties  by  tiie  unlaw- 
ftil  acts  of  a  foreign  power.  Any  one  who 
wontd  read  the  mass  of  dipl(miatio  correspond- 
ence between  this  Goreniment  and  France, 
from  17B8  to  1798,  and  who  would  mark  the 
frequent  and  extraordinary  minions,  bearing 
oonstantly  in  mind  that  the  recovery  of  these 
claims  was  the  only  ground  npon  our  part 
for  the  whole  negotiation,  would  find  it  difficult 
to  say  where  negligence  towards  the  rights 
and  interest  of  its  citizens  is  imputable  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  during  tbis 
period.  He  was  not  aware  that  such  an  impu- 
tation had  been  or  would  be  made ;  but  sure 
he  was  that  it  could  not  be  made  with  Justice, 
or  sustained  by  tiie  f^wta  upon  reconl  Ko 
liability,  therefore,  equitable  or  legal,  had  been 
incurred  np  to  the  year  1798. 

And  if;  Mid  Ur.  neglwenee  la  not  impu- 
taUe  prior  to  1798,  and  no  liability  had  then 
been  incurred,  how  is  it  for  the  second  period, 
from  1798  to  1800?  The  efforts  of  the  former 
period  were  negotiation,  constant,  earnest, 
extraordinary  n^otiation.  What  were  they 
for  the  latter  period!  His  answer  waa,  war, 
actual,  open  war ;  and  he  believed  the  statute 
book  of  the  United  States  would  Justify  him 
in  the  position.  He  was  well  aware  that  tiiis 
point  would  be  strenuously  controverted,  be- 
cause the  friends  of  the  bill  would  admit  that, 
if  a  state  of  war  betwem  the  two  countries 
did  exist,  it  pat  an  end  to  ol^s  existing  prior 
to  the  war^  and  not  provided  for  In  the  treafy 
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of  peace,  as  well  as  to  all  pretence  frar  clwms 
to  indenmity  for  injuries  to  our  commerte 
committed  by  our  enemy  in  time  of  war.  16. 
W.  said  he  had  found  the  evidences  bo  munv- 
ous  to  establish  his  position  that  a  state  <iS 
actual  war  did  exist,  tiiat  he  had  been  quite  at 
a  loss  from  what  portion  of  the  te^imony  of 
record  to  mtdce  Ub  aeleotioDB  so  as  to  esteUidi 
the  feet  hey«id  reasmtable  ^spate^  andatthe 
same  time  not  to  weanr  the  Senate  ij  tedim 
r^ereneea  to  lam  and  doemnentL  H«  hid 
finally  concluded  to  confine  himself  exdanTdf 
to  the  statute  book,  as  the  highest  po9<nld« 
evidence,  as  in  his  Judgment  entirely  concltt^ni, 
and  as  being  susceptible  of  an  arrangemHit 
and  condensation  which  would  ccmvey  to  the 
Senate  the  whole  material  evidenoe  in  a  sati*- 
factory  maimer,  and  in  leas  compass  thin  t^e 
proofs  to  be  drawn  from  any  other  Bonree. 
He  had,  therefere,  made  a  very  brief  alHtract 
of  a  few  statntes  which  be  wwild  read  in  lui 
place: 

By  an  act  of  the  SStii  Hay,  1798,  Oonma 
authorized  tin  oaptore  of  all  armed  nsMiof 
France  which  had  committed  deoreditkai 
upon  onr  oommeroe,  or  which  shonld  be  found 
hovering  npon  onr  coast  for  tin  purpose 
committing  such  depredations. 

By  an  act  of  the  18th  of  June,  1798,  adj 
sixteen  days  after  the  passage  of  tiie  fonoet 
aotj  Congress  prohibited  all  vessels  of  the 
United  States  from  visiting  any  of  the  ports 
of  France  or  her  dependencies,  ouder  tba 
penalty  of  forfeiture  of  vessel  and  cargo,  re- 
quired every  vessel  clearing  for  a  foreign  pa* 
to  give  bonds  (the  owner,  or  factor  aad 
master)  in  the  amount  of  the  vessel  and  cam 
and  ffood  Buretiee  in  half  that  amoont,  eoni- 
tioBM  that  the  vessel  to  which  the  dearnn 
was  to  be  granted  would  not,  vduntarily,  vnt 
any  |K>rt  tn  France  or  her  dependencies ;  sb& 
prohibited  all  vessela  of  France,  armed  or  m- 
armed,  or  owned,  fitted,  hired,  or  emplored 
by  any  person  reudent  within  the  territory 
of  the  French  Bepublio  or  its  depeadendea,  or 
sailing  or  coming  tiierefrom,  from  eutering  or 
rem^ing  in  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
unless  permitted  by  the  Premdent  by  special 
passport,  to  be  granted  by  him  in  each  case. 

By  an  act  of  the  26Ch  June,  1798,  oolf 
twelve  days  after  the  passage  of  tiie  last-mfi- 
tioned,  act,  Oon^ss  authorized  the  menhaBt 
vouels  of  the  united  Statea  to  arm,  and  to 
defend  themsdves  against  any  searoh,  n- 
straint,  or  seizure,  by  veteels  sailliu  vaia 
French  colors,  to  repel  force  by  wroe,  to 
capture  any  fVenoh  vess^  attempting  a  March, 
restraint,  or  seizure,  and  to  recapbire  aoj* 
American  merchant  vessel  wMch  nad  been 
captured  by  the  French. 

Here,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  felt  constr«ned  to 
make  a  remark  upon  the  character  of  these 
several  acts  of  Congress,  and  to  call  tbe  atten* 
tion  of  tiie  Senate  to  their  peculiar  ad^ptatioa 
to  the  measures  whidi  speedily  followed  la 
future  acta  of  the  national  L^giJatare.  Tbe 
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first,  &athorvdng  the  capture  of  Frenoh  armed 
vesMls.  was  pecnliarlj  calcolsted  to  put  in 
mftrtial  preparatioD  all  the  navj  which  the 
TTnited  States  then  possessed,  and  to  spread  it 
npon  our  coast.  The  second,  establishing  a 
perfect  non-iatercoorse  with  France,  was  sore 
to  call  home  onr  merchant  vessels  from  that 
ooimtiy  and  her  depwdenoieB,  to  oonfioe 
vitiun  oar  own  ports  thoM  Tessda  intended 
for  oommwoe  Tith  France,  and  thus  to  wlthr 
draw  ttottk  the  reach  of  the  F^oh  oraisen  s 
la^  portion  of  the  diips  and  property  of  oar 
dtaxens.  The  third.  anUiorizins  oar  merchant- 
men to  arm,  was  the  greatest  mdncement  the 
QoverDDient  oonld  give  to  its  citizens  to  arm 
onr  whole  commercial  marine,  and  was  sare 
to  pat  in  warlike  preparation  as  great  a  portion 
of  oar  merchant  vessels  as  a  desire  of  self- 
defence,  patriotism,  or  capidity,  would  arm. 
C9oald  measures  more  eminentiy  oaloalated  to 
prepare  the  ooontry  fbr  a  state  of  war  have 
been  devised  or  ad(^»tedt  Was  this  the  inten- 
tion those  measorea  tm  the  part  of  the 
GoTemmmt,  and  waa  that  Intention  carried 
oat  into  action  I  2Si.  W.  aud  he  would  let  the 
anbseqaent  acta  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  answer ;  and  for  that  pnrpoee  he  woald 
proceed  to  read  from  hia  abstoaot  ot  those 
acts. 

By  an  act  of  the  28th  Jane,  1798,  three  days 
after  the  passage  of  the  act  last  referred  to, 
Oongrees  aathorized  the  forfeiture  and  oon- 
demoation  of  all  French  vessels  captored  In 
parsaanoe  of  the  acts  before  mentioned,  and 
provUed  for  the  distribution  of  the  prize  money, 
and  fbr  tiie  C(ni6nement  and  sapport,  at  the 
enense  of  fhe  United  States,  of  prisoners 
taken  in  the  owitared  vessels. 

By  an  aet  of^  the  7tb  Jnly,  1798,  nine  days 
after  the  passage  of  tiie  last-reoited  act,  Con- 
gress declared  **that  the  United  States  are  of 
right  freed  and  exonerated  from  the  stipnla- 
tions  of  the  treaties  and  of  the  oorunlar 
convention  heretofore  oonoladed  between  the 
United  States  and  France;  and  that  the  same 
shall  not  hereforth  be  regarded  aa  legally 
oblifMtory  on  the  Oovenuneut  or  otiaeni  m 
the  United  States." 

By  an  act  of  tiie  0th  Joly,  1798,  two  days 
after  the  passage  of  tiie  act  declaring  void  the 
treatieB,  Gmigrew  anthwiaed  the  e^itnre,  by 
the  pnuio  aimed  veseela  of  the  United  States, 
ot  ul  armed  I^ch  vessels,  whether  within 
tiie  Jarisdiotional  limits  of  the  United  States 
or  upon  the  hiA  seaa,  their  oondemnation  as 
prizes,  thetr  sw,  and  the  tUstribation  of  the 
prize  money;  empowered  the  President  to 
grant  oommissions  to  private  armed  vessels  to 
make  the  same  eaptores,  and  with  the  same 
rights  and  powers,  as  public  armed  vessels; 
and  provided  for  the  safe  keeping  and  sapport 
of  the  prisoners  taken,  at  the  ezpenae  ot  the 
United  States. 

By  an  act  of  the  9th  Febraary,  1799,  Con- 
gress oontinued  the  non-interooorse  between 
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the  United  States  and  France  for  one  year  from 
the  8d  of  March,  1799. 

By  an  act  of  the  28th  Febraary,  1799,  Oon- 
gress  provided  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners  with 
France,  or  aathorized  the  Pnmdent,  at  his 
discretion,  to  send  to  the  dominions  of  France, 
without  an  exchange,  sndi  prisoners  as  might 
remain  in  the  power  d  the  United  States. 

By  an  aot  <tf  the  8d  March,  1799,  Oongrees 
directed  the  President,  in  case  any  dtizena  <Mf 
the  United  States  ta^  on  board  veasela 
belong^K  to  any  of  the  powers  at  war  with 
France,  by  French  vessels,  should  ^be  pat  to 
death,  corporeally  punished,  or  onreasonably 
imprisoned,  to  retuiato  promptiy  and  faHj 
upon  any  Frenoh  prisoners  in  the  power  of  the 
United  States. 

By  an  act  of  the  27th  February,  1600,  Con- 
gress agun  continued  the  non-interooarse 
between  as  and  France  for  one  year  from  tha 
8d  of  March,  1800. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  now  dosed  titerefermoaa 
he  proposed  to  make  to  the  lawa  oi  Ccmgrei^ 
to  prove  that  war,  aetaal  war,  existed  between 
the  United  States  and  France  fh)m  July,  179% 
until  that  war  was  terminated  by  the  trea^ 
of  the  80th  of  September,  1800.  He  had,  be 
hoped,  before  shown  that  the  measnrea  of 
Congress,  ap  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  26th  of  Jane,  1798,  and  indnding 
that  act,  were  appropriate  measores  prepara- 
tory to  a  state  of  war;  and  he  had  now  shown 
a  total  suspension  of  the  peaceable  relations 
between  the  two  Governments  b^  tiie  declara- 
tion of  Congress,  that  the  treaties  should  no 
longer  be  oonmdered  blading  and  ohlinHbory 
upon  our  Government  or  ita  dtizens.  Wha^ 
then,  but  war  could  be  inferred  from  an  India- 
agminate  direction  to  onr  public  armed  vessds, 
put  in  a  state  of  preparation  by  preparatwy 
acts,  to  capture  all  armed  Frenoh  vessels  upm 
the  high  seas,  and  from  granting  oommissions 
to  our  whole  oommerdal  marine,  also  armed  by 
the  operation  of  previous  acts  of  Congress, 
authorizing  them  to  make  the  same  cwtnres, 
with  r^cmations  applicable  to  both,  for  tiie 
condemmitimi  of  the  prizes,  the  distribution  of 
the  prize  money,  and  tbe  detention,  support,  and 
exchange  of  theprisoners  taken  in  the  <m- 
tured  vessels!  Will  any  man,  said  Mr.  w., 
can  this  a  state  of  peaoe! 

[Here  Mr.  Wxaam,  oluinnan  of  the  select 
committee  which  reported  the  bill,  answered 
"Certainly."] 

Mr.  W,  proceeded.  He  said  he  was  not 
dewly  read  in  the  treatises  upon  national  law, 
and  he  should  never  dispute  with  that  learned 
gentieman  upon  the  technical  definitions  oi 
peace  and  war  as  given  in  the  books ;  but  hia 
appeal  was  to  the  plain  sense  of  every  Senator 
and  every  dtizen  of  the  oountnr.  Would  either 
call  that  state  of  things  which  he  had  described, 
and  which  he  had  shown  to  exist  from  the 
hi^est  of  all  evidoioe,  the  lawa  of  Congreaa 
alcowf  peace!  Itwaiastatetrfopeiiandimdii- 
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guised  hostility,  of  force  opposed  to  force,  of 
war  upon  the  ocean,  as  far  as  oor  GoTemmeat 
were  m  conuoand  of  the  means  to  carry  on  the 
maritime  war.  If  it  was  peace,  he  should  like 
to  bcr  tnfonned  by  the  frieuda  of  the  bill  what 
wonld  be  war.  This  was  violence  and  blood- 
ahed,  tiie  power  of  the  one  nation  sf^nst  the 
power  of  the  otho',  reciprocally'  exhibited  hj 
physical  force. 

Oonple  with  this  the  witiidrawal  bj  France 
of  her  minister  from  this  GoTemment,  and  her 
refusal  to  receive  the  American  commissioa, 
oon^sting  of  Messrs.  Marshall,  Piockne?,  and 
Gerry,  and  the  consequent  suspension  of  nego- 
tiations between  the  two  GoTemmento  during 
the  period  referred  to,  and  Mr.  W.  said  if  the 
facts  and  the  national  records  did  not  show  a 
state  of  war,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
state  (tf  ilungB  between  natzona  should  be  oalled 
war. 

however,  the  Senate  should  think  him 
wrong  In  this  oonctusion,  and  that  the  clfdms 
were  not  utterly  barred  hj  war,  he  trusted  the 
fecta  ^sdosed  in  this  part  of  his  ailment  would 
be  oonndered  sufficient  at  least  to  protect  the 
feith  of  the  Oovemment  in  the  discharge  of  its 
whole  duty  to  its  citizens ;  and  that  after  it  had 
carried  on  these  two  years  of  war,  or,  if  not 
war,  of  actual  force  and  actual  fighting,  in  which 
the  blood  of  its  citizens  had  been  8he<^  and  their 
lives  sacrifioed  to  an  unknown  extent,  for  the 
tingle  and  sole  purpose  of  enf<n*oing  these  claims 
of  iadlvidoala,  the  unpntation  of  negligence,  and 
hence  of  liability  to  pay  the  cUdma,  would  not 
be  ui^ed  as  growing  oat  of  this  ptnlion  oS  the 
oondoot  of  uie  Oovemment. 

Hr.  W.  said  he  now  came  to  consider  the 
treaty  of  the  80th  September,  1800,  and  the 
reasons  which  appeared  plMnly  to  his  mind  to 
have  induced  tiie  American  negotiators  to  place 
that  n^tiation  upon  the  basis,  not  of  an  exist- 
ing war,  but  of  a  continued  peace.  That  such 
was  assumed  to  be  the  basis  of  the  n^otiation, 
he  believed  to  be  true,  and  this  fact,  and  this 
fact  only,  so  £ar  as  he  had  beard  the  arguments 
of  the  flriends  of  the  bill,  was  depended  upon 
to  prove  that  there  had  been  no  war.  Be  bad 
attempted  to  show  that  war  in  fbot  had  existed, 
and  been  carried  on  for  two  years ;  and  if  he 
ocrald  now  abow  that  the  inducement,  on  the 
part  of  the  American  ministers,  to  place  the 
negotiatioa  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  tiie  ex- 
istmg  hostilities  upon  a  peace  bans,  arose  from 
no  considerations  of  a  national  or  political  char- 
acter, and  fh>m  no  ideas  of  oonsistenoy  with  the 
existing  state  of  facts,  but  solely  from  a  desire 
still  to  save,  as  for  as  mi^ht  be  in  their  power, 
the  interests  of  these  claimants,  he  should  sub- 
mit with  great  ocoifldenoe  that  it  did  not  lay  in 
liM  mouths  of  the  same  daimMits  to  turn  round 
and  claim  tlus  implied  adnuaaion  of  an  absmoe 
<tf  war,  thus  made  1^  the  agents  of  tiie  Govern- 
ment out  of  kindness  to  ttiem,  and  an  excess 
regard  for  their  interests,  as  the  basis  of  a  Uabil- 
Vbj  to  pay  the  damages  which  they  had  sustiuned, 
ud  which  thia  dlplomatio  nntrath,  like  all  the 
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previous  steps  of  the  Government  i^ed  to  re- 
cover for  them.  What,  then,  Kr.  Prandent, 
said  Mr.  W.,  was  the  subject  oa  our  part,  of  Qa 
constant  aiw  laborious  negotiations  earned  oa 
between  the  two  Goremments  from  17S8  to 
17981  Thedums.  What,  (m  our  part,  wu 
the  object  of  the  disturbances  from  VJW  to  1800 
— of  the  non-intercourse— of  the  sending  into 
service  our  navy,  and  arming  our  merchint 
vessels— of  our  riusing  troops  and  provi^ 
armies  on  the  land — of  the  expenditure  of  the 
millions  taken  from  the  treasury  and  added  to 
our  public  debt,  to  equip  and  sustain  tiiese  fleeta 
and  armies  t  The  cliums.  Why  were  our  citi- 
zens sent  to  capture  the  Frencli,  to  spill  tbor 
blood,  and  lay  down  their  lives  npoa  the 
seas  f  To  recover  the  claims.  These  nre  ue 
whole  matter.  We  had  no  other  demand  upon 
Ftanoe,  and,  upon  our  put^  no  other  canaeof 
difference  with  her. 

What  public,  or  national,  or  politioal  olject 
had  we  in  the  negotiation  ai  1800,  vMch  led 
to  the  treaty  of  the  80th  Beptember  of  that 
year  ?  None,  but  to  put  an  end  to  the  existiiic 
ho^ities,  and  to  restore  rations  of  peace  ana 
fiimdship.  These  could  have  been  as  veil 
secured  by  negotiating  upon  a  war  as  a  peace 
bans.  Indeed,  as  there  were  in  our  fonna 
treaties  stipulations  which  we  did  not  want  to 
revive,  a  negotiation  upon  the  basis  of  ensting 
war  was  preferable,  so  far  as  the  interests  of  tlw 
Government  were  conoemed,  beeanse  that 
would  put  all  questions,  growing  out  of  fianier 
treaties  between  the  parties,  wcvm  at  rat 
Still  our  n^^otiatora  oonsented  to  put  the  oego- 
tiation  npoD  tiie  basis  of  continued  peaoe^  m 
why  9  Because  the  adoption  of  a  baus  u  ei- 
istang  war  would  have  barred  effectoaltf  m. 
forever  all  classes  of  the  cl^ma.  This,  l£r.  W. 
said,  was  the  only  possible  assignable  reason  for 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Amencan  negotiator; 
it  was  the  only  reason  growing  oat  of  the  exist- 
ing facts,  or  out  of  the .  interests,  pablio  « 
private,  involved  in  the  difficulties  betveen  the 
two  nations.  He  therefore  felt  himself  foUT 
warranted  in  the  conclosion,  that  the  Amencan 
ministers  preferred  and  adc^ted  a  peaM  bans 
for  the  negotiation  which  resulted  in  the  treaty 
of  flie  80th  of  S^tember,  1800,  solely  from  » 
wish,  as  far  as  they  might  be  able,  to  save  the 
interests  of  oar  citizens  heading  d^ms  i^aiiist 
fiance. 

Did  they,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  W.,  flacceed 
by  this  artiSoe  in  benefiting  the  citizens  via 
had  sustained  injuries  t  HewtHoldlettbetrea^ 
speak  for  itself.  TlefbllowingareextraotsfroiB 
the  4th  and  6th  artidea : 

"  Akt.  4.  Property  captured,  and  not  yet  defioi- 
tlvely  condemned,  or  wbioh  may  be  captured  be'tn^ 
the  exchange  of  rstificadons,  (oontraband  goods 
destined  to  an  enemy's  port  excepted,}  dull  bem^ 
tually  restored  on  die  fbUowing  praof  of  owaor- 

Bhipi" 

[Here  follows  the  Ibnn  of  pzoo^  ^ 
arade  prooeedfl :] 
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**Thta  article  fhall Uke  eflbot  from  the  date  of 
tbe  ugtuture  of  the  prMent  eonvenUoQ.  And  if, 
from  the  date  of  the  nid  ugDatore,  any  property 
■hall  be  emdeained  contrary  to  the  intent  of  the 
■aid  conrention,  before  the  knowledge  of  thig  stip- 
idmtiou  shall  bo  obtained,  the  property  so  condemned 
■h^  without  delay,  be  restored  or  paid  for." 

"  Akt.  6.  The  debts  contracted  for  by  one  of  the 
two  nations  with  in^vidiials  of  the  other,  or  by  in- 
dlriduala  of  the  one  with  IndiTiduala  of  the  other, 
■h^  be  pi^  or  tibe  pajmoit  mtr  be  prosecuted  in 
the  same  muuiw  ■■  if  there  had  ben  no  misnn- 
deretanding  between  the  two  States.  But  tUi  daase 
AiJH  not  extend  to  indenmltlaa  cUmed  oa  aoconnt 
of  captures  or  eooflscations.'* 

Here,  Mr.  W.  sud,  was  evidence  from  tiio 
treaty  itaeif,  that,  by  aaaaming  a  peace  baris  for 
the  negotiation,  the  property  of  our  merchants 
oaptared  aoA  not  oonaemiied  was  sared  to  them, 
KM  ihtt  OM-tain  olasHM  of  oUniante  agwnst  the 
Frmch  Gorenunent  were  proTided  for,  and 
their  ri^tsezpreaa^reaerred.  6omuoh,there- 
Ibre,  was  guned  by  car  negotiators  by  a  depart- 
ure from  the  CBcta,  and  negotiating  to  pnt  an 
cold  to  existing  hoetilitiee  upon  the  basia  of  a 
oontinned  peace.  Waa  it,  then,  generons  or  Just 
to  permit  these  merchants,  because  onr  ministers 
did  not  SQCceed  in  saving  all  they  otaimed,  to 
set  np  this  implied  admission  of  continued  peace 
as  the  foundation  of  a  liability  against  their  own 
Government  to  pay  what  was  not  recovered 
from  France  t  He  oonld  not  ao  consider  it,  and 
he  felt  rare  the  country  would  never  cuuMit  to 
so  rei^onatble  an  impUoation  from  an  aiA  of  ez- 
oeanve  kindneaa.  Mr.  W.  aaid  he  most  not  be 
understood  aa  a^tting  that  all  was  not,  by  the 
effect  of  this  treaty,  recovered  from  France, 
which  slie  ever  reot^ized  to  be  due,  or  ever 
intended  to  pay.  Qn  the  contrary,  his  best 
impression  was,  from  what  he  had  owa  able 
to  learn  of  the  olaims,  that  the  treaty  of  Louis- 
iana provided  for  the  payment  of  all  the  claims 
which  France  ever  admitted,  ever  intended  to 
pay,  or  which  there  was  tiie  most  remote  hope 
of  recovering  in  any  way  whatever.  He  shonld, 
in  as  nbaeqnent  part  of  hia  remarks,  have  occa- 
sion to  ezamine  tiiat  treaty,  the  daima  which 
were  paid  under  it,  and  to  compare  tiie  olaims 
paid  with  thooe  urged  hefyre  the  treaty  of  Sep- 
tember; 1800. 

Ur.  W.  Bud  he  ddw  came  to  the  oondderation 
of  tiie  liability  of  the  United  States  to  these 
claimants,  in  case  it  shall  be  determined  by  the 
Senate  that  a  war  between  France  and  the 
United  States  had  not  existed  to  bar  all  ground 
of  daim  either  against  France  or  the  United 
States.  He  understood  tiie  clumanta  to  put 
this  liabiHty  upon  the  assertion  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  had  released  their 
d^ms  against  France  by  the  treaty  of  the  80th 
of  September,  1800,  and  that  the  releaae  was 
made  for  a  fall  and  valuable  consideration  pasa- 
tng  to  the  United  Stotea,  which  in  law  and 
equity  made  it  .their  duty  to  pay  the  d^dma, 
"na  oonddwatton  passing  to  the  United  Btatea 
ta  alleged  to  be  their  release  from  the  <»ierouB 


obligations  imposed  upon  them  by  the  treaties 
of  amity  and  commerce  and  alliance  of  1778, 
and  the  consular  convention  of  1778,  and  espe- 
cially and  principally  by  the  seventeenth  article 
tk  tiie  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  in  relation 
to  wmed  vessels,  privateers,  and  prixea,  and  by 
the  deventh  article  of  the  troaty  of  alliance  con- 
taining the  mutual  guarantees. 

The  rdease,  Mr.  W.  sdd,  was  claimed  to 
have  been  made  in  the  striking  out,  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  the  second  ar^ 
tide  of  the  treaty  of  SOth  September,  1800,  as 
that  article  was  originally  inserted  and  agreed 
upon  by  the  respective  negotiators  of  the  two 
powers,  and  as  it  stood  at  the  time  the  treaty 
was  signed.  To  cause  tliis  point  to  be  clearly 
understood,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
trouble  the  Senate  with  a  history  of  the  ratifi- 
cation of  this  treaty.  The  second  article,  as 
inserted  by  the  negotiators,  and  as  standing  at 
the  timeof  tJw  signing  (tf  the  treaty,  waa  in  Aa 
following  words : 

"Abt.  2.  The  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the 
two  powers  not  being  able  to  agree,  at  present,  re- 
spectins  the  treaty  of  alliance  of  6th  Febrnan, 
1778,  uie  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  the 
same  date,  and  Uie  convention  of  14th  of  Noven^ 
ber,  1788,  nor  upon  the  indeamlties  mutually  due 
or  claimed,  the  parties  will  ce^tiate  further  upon 
these  subjects  at  a  convenient  tune ;  and,  imtll  tney 
may  have  agreed  upon  these  points,  the  said  trea* 
ties  and  convention  shall  have  no  operation,  and  the 
relations  of  the  two  countries  shall  be  regulated  as 
foUows:** 

The  rendue  of  the  treaty,  Hr.  W,  add,  was 
a  substantial  copy  of  the  fomer  treaties  of  amity 
and  commerce,  and  alliance  between  the  two 
nations,  with  such  modifications  as  were  dedr- 
able  to  both,  and  as  experience  under  the  former 
treaties  had  shown  to  be  fii»  the  mutual  iotw- 
Mts  of  both. 

This  second  artide  was  anlnnitted  to  the 
Senate  by  the  Freddent  as  a  part  of  the  trea^, 
as  by  tiie  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States  the 
Prudent  was  bound  to  do,  to  the  end  that  the 
treaty  m^ht  he  properly  ratified  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  the  French  Govemmmt  ha^ 
ing  previously  adopted  and  ratified  it  as  it  was 
signed  by  the  respective  n^^tiators,  the  second 
artide  b^g  then  in  the  form  ^ven  above. 
The  Senate  refhsed  to  advise  and  oonsent  to  this 
artide,  and  expunged  it  frvm  the  trea^,  inseit- 
ing  in  its  place  the  following : 

"It  is  agreed  that  the  present  convention  shall 
be  In  force  for  the  term  of  dght  years  from  tba 
time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications. " 

In  this  ahwe,  and  with  tlus  modificatfeo,  the 
treaty  was  duly  ratified  liy  the  Preddent  m  tha 
United  States,  and  returned  to  the  iVendi 
QoTemmeotL  for  its  dissent  or  conourreaMb 
Bonapsrte,  thai  First  Conral,  concurred  in  tho 
modmoati(m  made  by  the  Senate,  in  the  liidlov* 
ing  langnagBi  and  upon  the  oon^tiom  therela 
ez^eoaed: 
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**11u  Government  of  the  United  Btatea  -haTine 
eddad  to  its  ntificRtioD  that  the  conrention  ehould 
he  in  force  for  the  spaee  of  tUgbt  years,  and  hafing 
omitted  the  second  article,  the  QoTemment  of  the 
Ttanch  Republic  consents  to  accept,  ratify,  and  con- 
firm the  above  convention,  vitb  the  addition,  pur- 
porting that  the  convenUon  shall  lie  In  fi>roe  for 
(be  space  of  eight  years,  and  with  the  retrench- 
ment of  the  second  articlg  :  Provided,  That  by  this 
retrenchment,  the  two  States  renounce  the  respec- 
tlve  pretMi^oiie  which  ere  the  object  of  tlie  said 
•ftfele.'' 

This  ntifioation  by  the  French  BepnbUo,  thns 
qaalified,  was  returned  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  treaty,  with  the  leneotiTe  omditifmal 
ratifioatiozia,  was  again  snbmitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent the  United  States  to  the  Senate.  That 
\)oAj  "  Tesolved  Uiat  they  considered  the  said 
oonvention  as  fhlly  ratified,  and  retnmed  the 
same  to  the  President  far  the  nsaal  promnka- 
tton ; "  whereapon  he  completed  the  rstifioation 
in  the  usual  forms  and  by  the  asnal  publication. 

Thia  Mr.  W.  said,  was  tiie  docamentary  his- 
tory of  this  treaty  and  of  its  ratification,  and 
here  was  the  release  of  their  claims  relied  apon 
W  ttie  claimants  under  the  bill  l>efore  the  Senate. 
13i^  contend  that  this  second  article  of  the 
treaity,  as  oiwuUy  inserted  by  the  negotiators, 
jeserved  fhetr  daims  fbr  fhtnre  negotiation,  and 
■boreaerved  the  snljects  of  disagreement  under 
tiM  treaties  of  amity  and  ccwamenje,  and  of  alli- 
attce,.of  1778,  and  the  oonsnlar  convention  of 
1788;  that  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  and  the  eleventh  article 
of  the  treaty  of  alliance,  were  particolarly  oner- 
ous upon  the  United  States ;  that,  to  discharge 
the  Government  from  the  onerous  obligations 
Imposed  upon  it  in  these  two  articles  of  the 
respective  treaties,  the  Senate  was  induced  to 
expunge  the  secood  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
80th  of  September  above  referred  to,  and,  by 
ooDseqaeuce,  to  expunge  the  reservation  of  their 
el^tts  as  sni^ects  of  future  negotiation  between 
tiie  two  nations ;  that,  in  tiins  obtainii^  a  dis- 
dhaive  from  the  onerous  obttgations  of  these 
trea&s,  and  especially  of  the  two  articles  above 
dedg^iated,  the  United  States  was  benefited  to 
an  amonut  beyond  the  whole  value  of  the  claims 
dischaiged,  and  that  this  benefit  was  the  indnce- 
ment  to  the  expunging  of  the  second  artide  of 
the  treaty,  with  a  fml  knowledge  that  the  act 
iSS&  discharge  the  daims,  and  create  a  legal  and 
equitable  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  uiem. 

These,  Mr.  W.  aud,  he  nnderstood  to  be  the 
assumptions  of  the  daimanta^  and  this  their 
eonrse  of  reasoning  to  arrive  at  the  condnri(»i 
that  the  United  States  were  liable  to  them  for 
the  amount  of  thdrdaima.  He  must  here  raise 
%  imliminary  question,  which  be  had  satisfied 
himself  would  show  tJiese  aBSumptions  of  the 
daimants  to  be  wholly  without  foundation,  so 
flur  as  the  ides  of  l>en«Bt  to  the  United  States 
was  supposed  to  be  derived  from  expo^iBg  this 
second  artide  of  the  treaty  of  ISOO.  wha^,  he 
most  be  permitted  to  ask,  would  have  been  the 
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liability  of  the  United  States  imder  the  oner- 
oos  obugatiMis  "  refnred  to,  in  case  the  Seoato 
had  ratified  the  treaty,  retfuning  tliis  eeetmd  arti- 
cle ?  The  bindii^  force  of  the  treaties  of  and^ 
and  commerce,  and  of  alliance,  and  of  the  con- 
sular convention,  was  released,  and  tiie  treaties 
and  convention  were  themadves  suspended  by 
the  very  article  in  question ;  and  the  subjects 
of  disagreement  growing  out  of  them  wero 
merdy  made  matters  of  future  negotiaticm,  at 
a  oonvement  time."  What  was  the  valne  or 
the  burden  of  sndi  an  obligati<m  upoa  the 
Ui^ted  Statest  for  this  was  tlw  cmly  obligatkn 
from  which  our  Qovermuent  was  rdeaaed  by 
striklngont  the  artide.  The  value,  Mr.  W.  sh^ 
was  tiie  Tahw  of  tbe  privily  being  at  puftet 
liberty,  in  the  pranises,  of  assenting  to  or  dlt- 
senti]^  from  a  bad  bargain,  in  a  matter  of  negiK 
tiation  between  oursdves  and  a  fordgn  ppver. 
This  was  the  consideration  pasring  to  the  Unitad 
States,  and,  so  fiu*  as  he  was  able  to  view  the 
subjectf-  this  was  all  the  condderation  the  Gov- 
ernment had  received,  if  it  be  granted,  (whidi 
he  must  by  no  means  he  understood  to  admit,) 
that  tlie  strilting  out  of  the  artide  was  ardease 
of  the  claims,  and  that  such  rdease  was  intend- 
ed as  a  oondderation  for  the  benefits  to  aoeme 
to  the  GovenHnent  from  the  aot. 

Mr.  W.  he  ftlt  bonnd  to  dwdl,  fat  a  mo- 
ment,  upon  this  point  What  was  the  ralne  of 
an  obUgati(m  to  negotiate  "at  a  oonTeaieBt 
tamel"  Wasitany  thing  tobevahiedt  Th» 
"  oonvenimt  time  "  might  never  arrive,  or,  tf 
it  did  arrive,  and  negotiations  were  opened, 
were  not  the  Government  as  much  at  liber^  as 
in  any  other  case  of  negotiation,  to  refuse  prop- 
ositions which  were  deemed  disadvanti^eoua 
to  itself  f  The  treaties  were  suspwided,  and 
could  not  be  revived  without  the  consent  oi  the 
United  States ;  and,  of  consequence,  the  oow- 
ous  obligations  "  comprised  m  certdn  artidea 
of  these  treaties  were  also  sn^ended  until  the 
same  consent  dioold  revive  them.  Oonld 
then,  be  mistaken  in  the  omidtuion,  that.  If  tiw 
treaty  of  1800  had  been  ratified  with  the  second 
article  forming  a  part  of  it,  as  ori^nally  agreed 
by  the  negotiators,  the  United  States  woold 
have  been  as  efiisctually  released  from  the  ono^ 
ons  obligations  of  the  former  treaties,  until  those 
obligations  should  again  he  put  in  force  by  their 
consent,  as  they  were  released  when  that  artide 
was  stricken  out,  and  the  treat;  ratified  witbont 
itt  In  short,  could  he  be  mistaken  in  the  pod- 
tion  that  all  the  inducement,  of  a  national  char- 
acter, to  expunge  that  article  from  the  treaty, 
was  to  get  rid  <tf  an  obligation  to  negotiate  **afi 
a  oonvcnieDt  time  I "  And  could  It  oe  poadhle 
tiiat  sooh  an  indncement  would  have  led  the 
Senate  of  the  Udted  States,  nnderstauding  this 
oonseopence,  to  impose  upon  the  Government 
a  liability  to  the  amount  of  $6,000,000  f  He 
oonld  not  adopt  so  absurd  a  suppodUon  \  and  he 
fdt  himself  compelled  to  say  that  this  view  ctf 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  the  ratificatioa 
of  the  treaty  of  1800,  in  his  mind^put  an  end 
to  the  pretoue  that  the  Btriking  oat  of  thia 
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artiole  relieved  the  United  States  from  obliga- 
tions eo  oneroofl  as  to  form  a  valnable  consider- 
ation for  the  payments  provided  for  in  this  bill. 
He  could  not  view  the  obligation  released — a 
mere  obligation  to  negotiate— as  oneroas  at  all, 
or  as  forming  any  oonsidwatiou  whatever  for  a 
pecuniary  liability,  much  less  for  h  liability  for 
millions. 

Hr.  W.  said  he  now  proposed  to  otmnder 
whether  the  effect  of  ezpnng^g  the  eeoond 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1800  was  to  release  any 
daim  of  value — any  cl^  which  France  h^ 
ever  acknowledged,  or  over  intended  to  pay. 
Be  had  before  shown,  by  extracts  from  the 
fourth  and  fifth  articles  <^  the  treaty  of  1800, 
that  certain  classes  of  claims  were  saved  by 
that  treaty  as  it  was  ratified.  The  chums  so 
reserved  and  provided  for  were  ptud  in  pnr- 
anance  of  provinons  oontaiBed  in  the  treaty 
betwem  France  and  the  United  Statea,  of  the 
80th  of  April,  1808 ;  and  to  determine  what 
olidma  were  thus  paid,  a  reference  to  some  of  the 
articles  of  that  treaty  was  neoeasary.  The  ]pnr- 
ohase  of  Louisiana  was  made  by  the  United 
States  for  the  sum  of  80,000,000  of  fi-anGa, 
60,000,000  of  whioh  were  to  be  pud  into  the 
Frendi  treasury,  and  the  remiuning  20,000,000 
were  to  be  applied  to  the  parent  of  diese 
claims.  Three  separate  Ixeaties  were  made . 
between  the  parties,  bearing  all  the  same  date, 
the  first  providing  for  the  cession  of  the  terri- 
tory, the  second  for  the  payment  of  the  60,- 
000,000  of  francs  to  the  Frendi  treasury,  and 
the  third  for  the  acyoitment  and  pajment  of 
the  rffttw. 

1&.  V.  Bud  the  lefereDoea  pnnoaed  were  to 
the  last-named  treaty,  and  were  uie  following : 

**£xt.  1,  The  debts  doe  by  France  to  dtlzena  of 
the  United  States,  contracted  before  the  8th  of 
ye&demUire,  ninth  year  of  the  French  Republic, 
(80th  of  September,  1800.)  shaU  be  paid  according 
to  the  folloiring  regulations,  with  interest  at  six 
per  cent.,  to  commence  from  the  period  when  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  were  presented  to  the  French 
GoTemmeut. 

"  Abt.  S.  The  debts  provided  for  by  the  preced- 
ing arUcle  are  those  whose  result  is  comprised  in 
the  coi^ectural  note  annexed  to  the  present  con- 
vention, and  which,  with  the  iotereHt,  cannot  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  twenty  millions  of  fiucs.  The 
claims  comprised  fn  the  said  note,  which  Call  within 
the  exceptioos  of  the  following  artitdes,  shall  not 
be  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  tiiis  ^orlriM." 

**  Aet.  4.  It  is  expressly  agreed  that  the  preced- 
ing artldes  shdl  comprehend  no  debts  but  such  is 
are  due  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  have 
been  and  are  yet  cie^tote  of  France,  for  supplies, 
for  embargoes,  and  prises  made  at  sea,  in  which  the 
appeal  has  been  properly  lodged  within  the  time 
mentioned  in  tiio  said  convention  of  the  8tb  Yen- 
demiaire,  ninth  year,  (SOth  September,  1800.) 

Ait.  6.  The  preceding  articles  shall  apply  only, 
1st,  to  captures  of  which  the  conocQ  of  priisea  shall 
havfi  ordered  restitution,  it  being  well  understood 
that  the  clafmant  cannot  have  recourse  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  otherwise  than  he  might  have  had  to  the 
Qovemment  of  the  French  Republic,  and  only  in 
ceae  of  the  inaufBdanev  of  the  ufMni  td,  the 
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debts  mentioned  in  the  said  fifth  article  of  the  con 
vention,  contracted  before  the  8th  Yendemiaiie,  and 
9,  (SOth  September,  1800,)  the  payment  of  which 
has  been  heretofore  claimed  of  the  actual  Oovem- 
ment  of  France,  and  for  which  the  creditors  have 
a  right  to  the  protection  of  the  United  States;  the 
sud  fifth  article  does  not  comprehend  prises  whose 
condemnation  has  been  or  shall  be  confirmed ;  it  is 
the  express  intention  of  the  contracting  parties  not 
to  extend  the  benefit  of  the  present  convention  to 
reclamations  of  American  citizens,  who  shall  have 
established  houses  of  commerce  in  France,  England, 
or  other  countries  than  the  United  States,  in  part* 
nership  with  foreigners,  and  who  by  that  reason 
and  the  nature  of  their  commerce,  ought  to  be  re- 
garded as  domiciliated  in  the  places  where  such 
houses  exist.  All  agreements  and  bargains  con- 
cerning merohandise,  which  shall  not  be  tbt  prop- 
erty of  American  citizens,  are  equally  excepted 
from  the  benefit  of  the  stUd  convention,  saving, 
however,  to  such  persons  their  claims  in  I^e  man- 
ner as  if  tliis  treaty  had  not  been  made." 

FrtHn  tbese  proridons  of  the  treaty,  Ur. 
said  it  would  appear  that  the  claims  to  bo  pud 
were  of  three  descriptions,  to  wH: 

1.  Olaims  for  snppUes. 

2.  Olums  for  embai^oea. 

8.  Claims  for  oaptnros  made  &t  sea,  of  a  de- 
scription defined  in  the  last  clause  of  the  4th 
and  the  first  clause  of  the  6th  article. 

How  far  these  claims  embraced  all  which 
France  ever  acknowledged,  or  ever  intended  to 
pay,  Mr.  W.  said  he  was  unable  to  say,  as  the 
time  allowed  him  to  examine  the  case  had  not 
permitted  him  to  look  sufficiently  into  the  doc- 
uments to  make  iro  his  mind  with  precision 
upon  tills  pdnt.  He  had  finmd,  in  a  report 
made  to  the  Senate  on  the  14th  of  January, 
1681,  in  favor  of  this  bill  by  the  honorable 
Mr.  Livingston,  then  a  Senator  from  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  the  following  classification  vt  the 
Fr«ioh  daims,  as  innsted  on  at  a  period  before 
the  making  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  to  wit: 

"1.  From  the  eq^ore  and  detention  of  abont 
fifty  vessels. 

"2.  The  detention,  for  a  year,  of  ^ghty 
other  vessels,  under  the  Bordeaux  embai^o. 

"8.  The  non-payment  of  supplies  to  the  West 
India  islands,  and  to  continental  France. 

"4.  For demdations  omnmitted on onr  cam- 
mow  in  the  weet  IniUes," 

Mr.  v.  Boid  the  oompariacHi  <tf  the  two  dassi- 
floations  of  claims  would  show,  at  a  single  view, 
that  Nos.  2  and  8  in  Mr.  Livingston's  list  were 
provided  for  by  the  treaty  of  1808,  from  which 
he  had  read.  Whether  any,  and  if  any,  what 
portitms  cS  Kos.  1  and  4  in  Mr.  livingston's 
list  were  embraced  in  No.  8  of  the  provisions 
of  the  treaty  as  he  had  nombered  them,  he  was 
tmable  to  say;  but  this  much  he  oould  say, 
that  he  had  foimd  nothing  to  satisfy  his  mind 
that  parts  of  both  those  classes  of  daims  were 
not  so  induded,  and  therefore  provided  for 
and  pud  under  the  beaty ;  nor  had  he  been 
aide  to  find  any  thing  to  show  that  this  treaty 
of  160S  did  not  provide  foe  and  pay  all  the 
claims  whioh  France  ever  acknowledged  or 
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ever  intended  to  pay.  He  was,  therefore,  un- 
prepared to  admit,  and  did  not  admit,  that  anj 
tiling  of  value  to  any  <dass  of 'individual  ,claim- 
ants  was  released  by  expunging  the  second 
original  article  from  tiie  treaty  of  the  80& 
September,  1800.  On  the  contrary,  he  was 
strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the 
a^netment  of  daims  provided  for  in  the  treaty 
of  1803  had  gone  to  the  whole  extent  to  whi<^ 
the  French  Government  had,  at  any  period  of 
the  negotiations,  intended  to  go. 

Mr.  W.  said  this  impression  was  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  circnmstance  tiuit  the 
clums  under  the  Bordeaux  embai^  were  ex- 
prMsIy  provided  fbr  in  this  treaty,  while  he 
could  see  nothing  in  the  treaty  of  1800  which 
seemed  to  him  to  authorize  the  suppoidtion 
that  this  class  of  claims  was  more  (dearly  em- 
braced within  the  reservations  in  that  treaty 
than  any  class  which  had  been  admitted  by 
tiie  French  Government. 

Another  fact,  Mr.  W.  s^d,  was  material  to  this 
snl^eot,  and  ^ouid  be  borne  carefiilly  in  mind  by 
eve^  Senator.  It  was,  that  not  a  cent  was  paid 
by  ^race  even  upon  the  claims  reserved  and 
admitted  by  the  treaty  of  1800,  until  the  sale 
of  Loulsiaaa  to  the  United  States,  for  a  sum 
greater  by  thirty  millions  of  flwca  than  that 
for  which  the  French  minister  was  instructed 
to  sell  it  Yes,  Mr.  President,  s^d  Mr.  W.,  the 
only  payment  yet  made  upon  any  portion  of 
these  clidms  has  been  virtnally  made  by  the 
United  States ;  fbr  it  has  been  made  oat  of  tha 
consideration  money  paid  for  Louldana,  after 
paying  into  the  French  treasury  ten  millions  of 
francs  beyond  the  price  France  herself  placed 
upon  the  Territory.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that 
the  French  negotiator  was  instructed  to  make 
the  sale  for  fifty  millions  if  he  could  ^t  no 
more ;  and  when  he  found  that,  by  yielding 
twenty  milUons  to  pay  the  cUums,  he  could  get 
eighty  millions  for  the  Territory,  and  thus  put 
ten  millions  more  into  the  treasury  of  his  nation 
than  she  had  instructed  him  to  ask  for  the 
whole,  he  yielded  to  the  clfums  and  dosed  the 
trea^.  It  was  safe  to  say  that^  but  for  this 
nxionlatian  in  the  sale  of  Louisiana,  not  one 
dollar  wonld  have  been  paid  upon  the  (dalms  to 
this  day.  All  our  mbsequent  negotiations  with 
France  of  a  similar  chaneter,  and  our  present 
relations  with  that  country,  growing  out  of 
privateclaims,  justify  this  position.  What,  then, 
wotild  have  been  tiie  value  of  clums,  if  such 
fi^rly  existed  which  were  not  acknowledged 
and  provided  for  by  the  treaty  of  1800,  but 
were  left  for  future  negotiation  "ataoonven- 
Uiat  timet"  Would  they  have  been  worth 
the  five  millions  of  dollars  you  propose  to  appro- 
priate by  this  bill  J  Would  they  have  been  worth 
rnrther  negotiation  f  He  thought  they  would  not. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  avail  himself  of  this 
oooaaon  whm  spetiang  of  tite  treatj  ti  Lonid- 
ana  and  of  its  oonneo^m  with  Ihese  claims,  to 
axplidQ  a  mistake  into  which  he  had  ibllen, 
and  which  he  found  teom  otrnversation  with 
several  geatlomoi,  who  had  been  for  some 
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years  members  of  Congress,  had  been  common 
to  them  and  to  himsel£  The  mistake  to  which 
he  alluded  was,  the  saiq;>ositi<m  that  the  claim- 
ants under  this  bill  pnt  ibtit  ease  npon  the 
assumption  that  their  d^ma  had  ccmstitiited 
part  of  the  consideration  for  which  Louiauma 
had  been  ceded  to  the  United  States ;  and  tiiat 
the  Gondderation  they  contended  the  Govern- 
ment had  received,  aod  upon  which  its  liabili- 
ty rested,  was  the  oesnon  of  that  Territory  for 
a  less  sum,  in  money,  than  was  considered  to 
be  its  value,  on  account  of  the  release  of  the 
French  Government  from  those  private  cUims. 
He  had  rested  under  this  misappreheneion  untU 
the  opening  of  the  present  debate,  and  until  he 
commenced  an  examination  of  the  case.  H« 
then  found  tbu  it  was  an.  entire  mIsip|H«hai- 
aion;  that  the  United  Statea  had  paid  minoneT^ 
for  LoniriauL  thir^  millions  of  francs,  beyo^ 
the  price  which  France  had  set  upon  it ;  that 
the  olumants  under  this  bill  did  not  rest  thdr 
cl^ms  at  all  upon  this  baflis,  and  that  the  frirads 
of  the  bill  in  the  Senate  did  not  pr^end  to 
derive  the  liability  of  the  Government  fnHD 
this  sonrce.  Mr.  W.  sud  he  was  induced  to 
make  this  explanation  in  justice  to  himself^  and 
because  there  might  be  some  person  within,  the 
hearing  of  his  voice  who  mi^t  stall  be  under 
the  same  misapprehenmon. 

He  had  now,  Mr.  W.  said,  attempted  to 
establish  the  following  prc^omtiona,  viz. : 

1.  That  a  state  of  aotnal  war,  which  be 
meant  a  state  cf  aotnal  hostilitiea  and  of  force, 
and  an  interruption  oi  all  di;^omatic  m  friendly 
interoourae  between  the  United  States  au 
France,  had  existed  from  the  time  of  ttie  pas- 
sage of  the  acts  of  the  7th  and  9th  July,  1798; 
before  referred  to,  until  the  sending  of  the  nego- 
tiators,  Ellsworth,  Davie,  and  Murray,  in  1^0, 
to  make  a  treaty  which  put  an  end  to  the  hoe- 
lilities  existing,  upon  the  best  terms  that  could 
be  obtained ;  and  that  the  treaty  of  the  30th 
of  September,  1800,  oonduded  by  these  n^otia- 
tors,  was,  In  ^ot,  and  so  far  as  private  clmms  were 
concerned,  to  be  considered  as  a  treaty  of  peace, 
and  to  condude  all  suoh  claims,  not  reserved 
by  it,  as  finally  ratified  by  tiie  two  powers. 

3.  That  the  treaty  of  amit^  and  oommeroey 
and  the  irtAty  cf  ulianoe  of  1778,  as  wdl  as 
the  consular  0(mvention  of 1788,  were  suspended 
by  the  2d  artide  of  the  treaty  of 1800,  andfrcna 
that  time  became  mere  matters  for  n^otiatioa 
between  the  parties  at  a  convenient  time;  that, 
therefore,  the  desire  to  get  rid  of  these  treaties, 
and  of  any  *'  onerous  obligations  "  contained  in 
them,  was  only  the  desire  to  get  rid  of  an  oUi- 
gation  to  neeotiate  "  at  a  convenient  time ;  ** 
and  that  such  a  consideration  could  not  have 
induced  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to 
exponge  that  artide  from  the  treaty,  if  thM«bj 
that  body  had  supposed  it  was  impoang  upon 
the  oonntty  a  liability  to  pay  to  its  dti^u  the 
snm  of  five  mUlions  of  donars— a  •aom  mndi 
larger  than  Fhmoe  had  a^ed,  in  money,  fiv  « 
Aill  discharge  frran  the  "onerona  obliganaa" 
rdled  upon. 
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8.  Tliat  the  treaby  of  1800  reserved  and  pro- 
Tided  for  certun  portioDs  of  the  claims;  that 
payment,  according  to  such  reserrations,  was 
made  under  the  treaty  of  1808 ;  and  that  it  is 
at  least  donhtfiil  whether  the  payment  thns 
made  did  not  cover  all  the  claims  ever  admitted 
or  ever  intended  to  he  paid  hj  France;  for 
which  reason  the  expauging  of  the  second  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  1600  hv  the  Senate  of  the 
TTnited  States,  in  all  probabilitri  released  noth- 
ing which  erer  had,  or  which  was  ever  Kkely 
to  iiaTO,  valne. 

Mr,  W.  said,  if  he  had  been  Baooessflil  in  es- 
tablishing ^ther  of  these  positions,  there  was  an 
end  of  the  daims,  and,  by  oonseqnenoe,  a  defeat 
of  the  hill. 

Mr.  Kma,  of  Georgia,  said :  "What  was  the 
proposition,  by  the  establislunent  of  which  the 
advocates  of  the  hill  sought  to  enforce  opon 
the  Senate  the  propriety  of  its  passage  ?  If  he 
understood  it,  it  was  this :  that  France,  on  the 
80th  of  September^  1800,  was  mdebted  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States  (the  claimants)  at  least  five 
millions  o!  ddlars.  That  the  United  States 
were  at  the  same  time  nnder  treaty  atipnla^iHU 
to  France,  onerous  to  them,  and  Tafnable  to 
France;  and  tiiat  the  United  States,  ha-ring 
charge  of  the  d^s  of  their  citizens,  released 
these  claims  to  France,  in  consideration  of  a 
release  of  their  own  treaty  stipnlations  to  that 
nation.  Hence  it  was  contended  that  the  United 
States  are  liable  to  their  own  citizens  for  their 
claims  on  France,  npon  the  same  principle  that 
an  agent  is  liable  to  his  principal  if  he  appro- 
priates the  effects  of  the  latter  to  his  own  use. 
The  doctrine  was  sound  enough,  if  the  propor- 
tion were  established.  But,  m  prosecuting  an 
inquiry  into  the  truth  of  the  proportion,  he 
shonld  inqnire,  and,  if  possible,  ascerttin — 

IsL  Whether,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Govem- 
ment  of  France  waa,  according  to  the  existing 
niJes  of  national  law,  indebted  to  the  daimants 
five  millions,  or  anj  other  som,  on  the  80th 
September,  1800? 

2d.  Whether,  in  point  of  fact,  the  United 
States  were,  at  the  same  date,  bound  by  treaty 
Btipolations,  ouerons  to  them,  and  raluable  to 
France,  which  wontd  afford  a  consideration  for 
the  release  of  the  daims  ? 

And  it  might  not  be  unimportant  to  inqnire, 
in  the  third  place,  whether,  if  these  claims  once 
existed  and  were  released  by  the  acts  of  onr 
Goremment  in  ita  regnlar  administration,  any 
re^HHisfbility  Aonld  attadi  to  the  GoTemmoit 
for  obeying  the  necessary  exigendes  of  State 
policy  t 

Ur.  E.  returned  to  the  first  inquiry.  Was 
France,  indebted  to  the  daimants  on  the  80th 
September,  18001  That  France  had  com- 
mitted spoliations  which  made  her  liable  at 
one  time  to  clumants,  was  not  disputed  on 
either  side,  but  insisted  on  by  both.  The 
claims,  he  sud,  arose  as  well  by  a  reckless 
Tiolation  of  tlie  laws  of  nations  as  by  repeated 
and  sometimes  admitted  infractions  o[  the 
treaty  of  oommeroe  between  the  iwooonntries, 


dated  the  6th  of  February,  1778.  Several  of 
the  artides  of  this  treaty,  connected  with  these 
daims  had  Just  been  read  by  his  friend  flnnn 
New  York,  (Mr.  Wbiqbt.)  The  artide  moat 
material  he  (Mr.  E.)  read.   It  is  as  follows : 

*'  Art.  23d.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  all  and  Bbgular 
tbe  subjects  of  the  Most  Christian  King,  sua  the 
citizens,  people,  and  inhabitasts  of  the  said  TTnited 
States,  to  sail  with  their  ships  with  all  manner  of 
liberty  and  security,  no  disUnctioo  being  made  who 
are  the  proprietors  of  the  merchandises  laden  there- 
on, from  any  port  to  the  places  of  those  who  now 
are  or  bereaftar  sbaU  be  at  eumi^  with  the  Most 
Christian  Kiog  or  the  United  States.  It  shall  Uke- 
wise  be  lawful  for  tbe  subjects  and  inhabltauts 
aforesaid  to  Bail  with  the  ships  and  merduindise 
aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  same  liberty 
and  security,  from  the  places,  ports,  and  harbon 
of  those  who  are  enendea  of  both  or  either  party, 
without  any  oppo^tion  or  disturbance  whatsoever. 
Dot  only  direcuy  from  the  places  of  the  enemy 
aforementioned  to  neutral  places,  but  also  from  one 

i>lace  belonging  to  an  enemv  to  another  place  be- 
OQ^ing  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  same  prince,  or  under  several. 
And  it  ia  hereby  stipulated  that  free  ships  shall  s^ve 
a  freedom  to  goods,  and  that  every  thing  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  free  and  exempt  which  shaU  be  found 
on  board  the  ships  belonging  to  the  subjects  of 
either  of  the  confederates,  aluongb  tbe  whole  lad- 
ing, or  anv  part  thereof^  should  appertain  to  the 
enemies  of  <dther,c(mtralMnd  goods  bdng  always 
excepted.  It  is  also  agreed,  in  like  manner,  that 
the  same  Ittterty  be  extended  to  persons  who  are 
on  board  a  free  ship,  with  this  effect,  that,  although 
they  l>e  enenues  of  both  or  either  party,  they  are 
not  to  be  taken  out  of  that  free  ship,  unlesa  thej 
are  soldiers,  and  in  actual  service  of  ue  enemies. 

Another  artide  in  fhe  treaty  provided  ttiat  a 
sea  letter  of  a  particidar  tana,  spedfied  in  tiie 
article,  should,  on  being  exhibited,  detemdne 
the  uentral  or  fri«idly  oharacter  of  the  resad. 

This  artide  was  violated  in  the  most  flagrant 
manner,  by  an  unexpected  decree,  requiring 
what  they  called  a  "rdle  d'^uipage,"  which 
took  hundreds  by  surprise,  who  had  prepared 
themselves  with  a  letter  in  the  form  prescribed 
by  the  treaty.  In  short,  France  fir^  violated 
the  treaty,  as  seemed  on  all  hands  admitted, 
and  continued  her  depredations  from  1798  till 
the  treaty  of  1800.  Nor  was  onr  Government 
remiss  in  attention  to  the  cldms  of  its  citizens. 
£very  effort  was  made  to  recover  indemnity  for 
tiiem.  Envoy  after  envt^  was  sent  to  the 
French  court  to  negotiate  on  tills  subject ;  but 
they  were  snbjected  to  the  moat  degrading  con- 
ditions as  the  price  of  the  privilege  of  n^tia- 
ting,  and  treated  with  a  contempt  only  equalled 
by  that  which  was  paid  to  onr  flag ;  and  at 
last  virtually  kicked  ont  of  the  oonnti7.  These 
indignities  were  submitted  to  nntil — nay,  long 
aft^— forbearance  ceaaed  to  be  a  virtue ;  and, 
finding  negotiation  bq[»deas,  we  determined  to 
resort  to  force. 

Mr.  K.  insisted  that  the  spoliations  which 
were  the  subject  of  the  bill  had  caused  a  war 
betweea  the  two  ooimtries— a  war,  to  be  mm. 
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of  limited  daration,  but  still  a  pablio  war,  by 
wbioh  tbo  clums  were  extinguished.  The  acte 
of  a  hostile  nature  passed  by  Oongresa  in  17i>8 
had  oil  JoBt  been  read  or  refored  to  by  bis 
friend  feom  New  York,  the  most  material  of 
which  were  those  authorizing  the  capture  of  tlie 
armed  vessels  of  France.  On  the  28th  d^r  of 
May,  in  that  year,  Oongress  passed  an  act 
autiiorizing  the  armed  vessels  of  the  TTnited 
States  to  captnre  any  armed  vessel  of  France 
whicb  bad  committed  depredations  on  onr 
commerce,  or  which  might  be  found  cruising 
abont  onr  coasts  for  that  purpose.  This  act 
has  been  called  defensive,  barely,  in  its  obar- 
aoter.  Admit  it  to  be  so,  aaid  Mr.  K,  and 
what  is  to  be  said  of  the  act  of  9th  July,  1796  f 
This  act  aathoruea  the  capture  oi  fVench 
aimed  veaaelB  an^wbere  oa  uie  high  seas.  In 
other  wwda,  it  authorized  a  general  maritime 
war  with  France. 

And  did  these  acta,  inquired  Ur.  E.,  end  in 
idle  ceremony!  Not  at  all,  dr.  The  Presi- 
dent, as  authorized,  issued  his  proclamation  to 
carry  them  into  effect;  and  from  that  time 
the  armed  forces  of  the  two  nations  understood 
perfectly  well  the  hostile  relations  in  which 
their  reflpective  nations  stood  to  each  other, 
and  acted  aooordingly.  "When  their  ships  met 
they  instantly  cleared  for  action ;  some  of  the 
most  desperate  conflicts  ensued — their  maata 
were  out  off  by  the  dexterity  of  our  gaaners— 
tb^  bolls  were  shattered  into  nsdess  fioatins 
wreoks-'tlidr  deoka  were  drenched  in'  blood 
of  their  seamen — conquered,  captured,  earned 
into  port,  confiscated,  sold,  and  distributed  as 
prizes.  And  yet,  gentiemm  8»  there  was  no  war 
in  this  1  The  Senator  from  New  York,  who  has 
Just  taken  his  teat,  in  referring  to  this  state  of 
uiinsB,  asked  if  it  could  be  callM  peaoe  f  "  Cer- 
tainly,'* he  was  answered  from  the  seat  of 
the  Senator  from  Ifaasachasetts.  "  Certainly," 
we  may  call  things  by  what  names  we 

f lease,  bnt,  in  nature,  they  are  not  clianaed 
y  tiie  names  we  arbitrarily  give  them.  We 
mi^  oaU  a  declaration  of  war  a  proclamation 
of  neutrality.  We  maj  call  «  diallenge  to 
mortal  orafliot,  a  love-letter  or  a  Inllet-aoax. 
Or  a  bloody  war  m^y  be  called,  as  in  this  case, 
"a  mere  miaanderrtMiding."  Yet  these  things 
would  remain  nnohang^m  tiieir  natures  and 
consequences  by  the  names  asd^ed  to  them. 

Bu^  iuquired  Ur.  why  is  it  that  those 
bostilities,  carried  on  by  the  authority  of  the 
Government,  did  not  constitute  war?  He  knew 
not  what  reason  the  Senator  fit>m  Ifassacbu- 
setta,  (Mr.  Wbbstib,)  who  was  to  ocmclude  the 
disoossiun,  might  assign;  but  other  Senators 
had  assigned  no  other  reason  than  that  "  the 
negotiators  said  there  had  been  no  war."  They 
mij^t  aa  well  have  "said"  that  iban  nevw 
was  a  flood.  They  might  as  well  have  "  said  " 
that  the  battie  of  Waterloo  waa  a  friendly  sal- 
ntation  between  the  contending  anniea.  Their 
sayings  could  not  change  war  into  peace.  Bnttbe 
truth  was,  said  Mr.  the  French  negotiators, 
wlien  the  claims  were  fint  presented,  ^'aaid," 


there  bad  been  war,  "  and  that  any  indiffaw 
ent  nation  would  say  so,"  and  tiiat,  com- 
quentiy,  "no  indemnities  oonld  be  daiined.'' 

It  makes  bnt  littie  difference  however,  >ud 
Ur.  K,  what  these  gentlemen  sud  in  the  pcUte- 
nesB  of  their  diplomacy,  striving  to  for^  Um 
past,  and  mutually  sedciug  the  advantage  is 
reviving  an  extinguished  treal7.  Ur.  Vattd 
said,  when  he  wrote  bis  book  cm  the  lav  of 
nations,  that  "  war  is  that  state  imrbicliTt 
prosecute  onr  rights  by  force."  Public  vir 
being  that  prosecuted  by  national  antliOTitj. 
Were  not  these  acts  of  bostility  by  national 
authority,  and  in  tiie  proeeontion  of  onr  ri^ts 
by  force!  Certfunly  tJi^  were.  InEactgitTu 
war,  in  a  very  miqualified  sense.  It  vai  the 
foridKe  coUimon  of  the  armed  forces  of  Uwtvo 
nations,  by  authority  of  eabh.  The  tUmBiit^ 
then,  on  the  80th  Septonber,  1800,  had  no  dm 
which  we  could,  with  technical  right,  iiufat 
on,  and  France  never  surrendered  tliia  ri^ 
to  disclaim  them,  or  offered  to  sumoderit, 
noless  upon  terms  she  thought  advantageou 
to  her. 

But  it  was  Bud  that  if  these  clums  vere 
extinguished  by  war  they  were  revived  by 
negotiation,  "iii.  E.  inquired  how  they  could 
be  revived  by  mere  negotiation!  The  amp 
could  not  revive  an  extinguished  claim  % 
merely  indsting  upon  it,  or  taking  it  iotA 
notice  in  negotiatbg  a  treaty.  They  it#t 
as  well  have  nndertKcen  to  revive  theedkiof 
Kantea.  It  waa  a  matter  th^  could  not  ccotnd 
without  the  uprobatioD  of  the  ratifying  uOor 
ity.  It  waa  (n  no  oonseqa«toe  upon  what  i«m- 
cii^o  they  negotiated,  bat  we  shoold  inqnite 
upon  what  pnndple  the  Soiate  ratified.  But 
it  is  said  they  were  reocM;nized  as  a  anlgeH 
of  negotiation  in  the  second  article  of  the  tretlr. 
Very  well,  sir,  and  did  the  Senate  rati^f  tb* 
second  article  f  Not  at  alL  Thw  fint  act, 
when  the  treaty  was  presented,  was  to  pot  ths 
sponge  upon  it.  They  said,  in  efiect,  let  tba 
second  article  be  blotted  fran  the  instrumeni 
Could  the  Senate  have  disclaimed,  mors  »* 
phatioally,  the  notioB  whleh  had  been  tiken  d 
the  snUeott  The  ncgotiatora  had  takea  tba 
subject  mto  oondderation,  and  it  was  necessuT 
to  dispose  of  it.  Hiey  therefore  said,  in  tin 
second  article,  tbaL  "  not  being  able  to  agree" 
upon  the  subject,  tney  postponed  it  to  a  more 
convement  time.  The  second  article  tfpnnged 
by  the  Senate,  the  treaty  was  sent  bade  to 
Napoleon,  and  what  did  he  do!  Why,  he 
agreed  to  the  retrenchment  of  the  2d  article, 
"  provided  "—provided  what,  sir?— thst  the 
rean>eotive  nations  would  pay  the  d^ms  aS  tbeir 
dtuena,  respectively!  Not  at  all,  sir.  Ho 
never  uiought  of  such  a  thine,  for  Fmw 
had  never  p^  its  dttzena  for  tne  claims 
were  at  the  aame  time  setting  up  agaiDst  ii& 
Bnt  he  agreed  to  the  retrenchment  of  the  second 
article,  provided  each  party  renounced  tbe 
re^>ective  "  pretenMons  which  were  the  ol^ 
of  tiie  second  article."  *'  Pretenriona"  was  a 
vei7  eliciting  term  to  use  in  refo«nce  to  a 
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valid  debt.  The  pretensions  in  his  mind,  most 
likely,  were  the  ^aima  of  motnal  gnaranty,  and 
the  privilege  of  neatrals;  bat  whatever  they 
were,  this  was  only  another  mode  for  dispoBing 
of  them  as  not  anstainable.  So  we  see,  eir,  that 
the  ratifying  power  acted  on  the  principle  that 
the  claims  were  extiDguished  by  hostilities, 
whaterer  tilw  negotiate  have  said  w 
done  in  the  matttar. 

Vr.  E.  said  that,  after  the  second  article  was 
expnnged,  the  matter  fttood  precisely  in  the 
pretUoament  in  which  it  woirid  have  stood  if 
the  olaims  had  not  been  noticed  in  the  treaty. 
And  he  SQpposed  it  wonld  hardly  be  contended 
that  if  national  hostilities  had  ei&ted,  and  peace 
restored  by  treaty,  withoot  noticing  daims 
which  were  the  cause  of  hostilitieB,  tbeee  olaims 
wonld  not  be  extingnisbed. 

But  it  is  said  onr  envoys  all^^  that  this 
class  of  di^ms  was  dne,  and  InsistM  on  its  pay- 
ment. Oert^nly  th^  did,  rir,  and  on  many 
things  else  Ui^  did  not  obt^un.  He  nnderatood 
hia  mend  from  Maine,  (Ur.  Sbiput,)  who 
dwelt  on  this  oircomstaiioe,  had  moofa  of  the  con- 
fidence of  his  oonstitnents  as  a  lawyer,  as  well 
as  a  politician.  If  so,  he  would  ask  his  friend 
if  he  had  not  often  insisted  strongly  that  thou- 
sands were  due  to  his  client  when  he  knew  there 
was  nut  due  him  one  cent?  Doubtless  he 
had^  and  did  only  his  dnty  in  doing  so.  The 
Oovemment  and  envoys  acted  on  a  similar 
principle.  They  were  representing  American 
dtizens.  and  they  did  the  best  they  could  for 
them ;  out  not  being  able  to  recover  indemni- 
ties from  France,  It  was  a  littie  hard  thdr 
very  diligence  shoold  be  naed  as  a  reason  for 
charging  the  United  States  with  the  daim. 

Bat  it  is  farther  said  that  the  French  also 
acknowledged  these  claims.  Yes,  sir,  sud  Mr. 
K.,  and  how  did  they  acknowledge  themf 
They  acknowledged  them,  always  conpled  with 
a  condition  tiiat  would  at  the  same  time  extin- 
guish tliem.  They  would  negotiate  for  the  pay- 
ment of  these  cWtns,  provid^  we  would  revive 
an  extinguished  treaty,  and  allow  them  to  put 
their  own  price  on  its  supposed  obli^tions. 
'What  kind  of  acknowledgment  was  this?  and 
they  certfdnly  never  made  any  other.  You, 
lir,  said  Mr.  K.,  make  claim  on  me  for  ten  mil- 
Ifona  d  dollan.  Ver^  well;  I  may  safdy 
answer,  *'  yonr  account  is  a  falsis  one,  bnt  I  will 
acknowledge  it,  if  yon  will  permit  me  to 
produce  a  false  reodpt  for  it."  "Yonr  debt 
IS  barred  or  extingniBhed ;  bnt  I  have  daims 
of  greater  amount  against  you  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, and  I  have  no  objeotionB  to  settie,  if  I  can 
bring  you  in  debt."  Various  offers  were  made 
on  l^th  Bides,  but  they  were  all,  when  closely 
examined,  of  this  nature ;  for  they  were  always 
*'  to  renew  "  the  treaties,  which  implied  their 
previous  extinction;  and  these  offers  of  renewal 
were  always  accompanied  with  mocUfications 
nd  oonditiona,  though  advantageoua  to  the 
proposer.  The  olaima,  then,  Mr.  E.  inuated, 
nad  been  extinguished  by  the  hostile  relotlona 
between  the  two  oonnbrieo,  and  had  never  been 


[Suum 

revived  eitiier  by  n^tiation  or  acknowledg- 
ment. 

Mr.  K,  then  went  into  the  second  subject  of 
inquiry.  Were  the  United  States,  on  the  SOth 
of  September,  1800,  bound  by  treaty  stipula- 
tions to  the  Government  of  Fnmce,  onerous  to 
the  one  and  valuable  to  the  other?  Hr.  K. 
thought  not.  The  conduct  of  France  hid  per- 
haps sufBciently  discharged  the  United  States 
from  all  the  obligations  of  the  treaties.  But 
to  put  the  matter  beyond  doubt,  in  a  judicial 
point  of  view,  Congresa,  on  the  7th  of  July, 
1798,  passed  an  act  dedsntory  on  the  sul^eot, 
by  which  (after  reciting  in  the  preamble  as  a 
justification  oi  the  act  the  frequent  viola- 
tions Of  the  treaties  by  France)  it  was  enacted. 

That  the  United  States  are  of  right  freed  and 
exonerated  from  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties 
and  of  the  consular  convention  heretofore  con- 
cluded between  the  United  States  and  France, 
and  that  the  same  shall  not  henceforth  be  con- 
sidered as  legally  obljgatwy  on  the  Government 
or  dtizois  <n  the  Umted  States." 

One  wonld  suppose,  said  Ur.  E.,  that  this  act 
would  settle  the  matter.  But,  to  his  utter 
astonishment,  this  right  in  the  United  States 
as  an  independent  party  to  the  ti^ty  had  been 
denied.  It  was  saia  the  consent  of  both  parties 
must  first  be  obtained.  There  might  be  some 
modification  of  the  right  as  between  the  United 
States  and  its  citizens  claiming  the  benefit  of  a 
treaty;  or  the  right  of  CoDgress  to  repeal  a 
treaty  by  oidinary  legislation,  without  reasons 
mi^t  l>e  questioned.  Bnt  this  was  a  jndidal 
act  of  an  independent  eoverei^  power,  contain- 
ing the  reasons  for  tiM  decision,  which  reasons 
all  acknowledged  to  be  perfectly  true.  And 
when  gentiemen  were  so  guieral  in  their  denial 
of  the  power  of  Congress  on  this  subject  as  to 
indude  the  act  in  question,  he  scarcely  knew 
how  to  treat  such  a  position.  What  an  extra- 
ordinary position  we  should  be  placed  in. 
Having  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  with  all 
the  world,  any  nation  with  whom  we  had  made 
treaties  might  violate  them  at  pleasure,  drive 
our  commerce  from  the  ocean,  and  even  bring 
war  to  the  O^itol,  and  the  United  States  could 
not  move  agwist  the  offender  without  breaking 
the  f^th  of  treaties.  This  would  be  a  new 
principle  to  introduce  into  the  law  of  natimis. 

From  the  time  of  Grotius  up  to  the  present  time, 
it  had,  he  thought,  been  acknowledged  a  univer- 
sal prindple  (h  national  law ;  that  in  cases  of 
compact betweenindependent  nations,  there  be< 
ing  no  common  judge,  each  party  had  the  right  to 
judge  for  itsdl,  "  as  well  of  the  infraction  as  of 
uie  mode  and  measure  of  redress."  This  prin- 
ciple has  been  much  quoted  of  late  to  sustiun 
the  rights  of  the  States  of  the  Union  to  judge 
of  an  infraction  of  the  constitution.  He  never 
coold  see  the  ^plication  of  this  prindple  to 
the  T^ta  of  the  States  in  their  rdation  to  the 
Federal  Goremment,  but  when  applied  to  the 
United  States  and  France,  two  nations  entirdy 
independent  in  all  their  exterior  relations,  the 
prindple  was  plidn,  and  the  s^pUeatiraL  ea^. 
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Mr.  K.  said  he  had  hastily  tamed  to  oae  au- 
thority on  natiooal  lavr,  which  he  believed 
^ke  the  sentiments  of  all  elementary  writers 
on  the  subject,  [Mr.  E.  then  read  tnm  Vott^ 
book  11,  oh.  18,  p.  218.] 

"  Treaties  contidn  promises  that  are  perfect  and 
redprocdL  If  one  of  the  parties  fail  in  his  engage- 
ments,  the  other  may  compel  him  to  fUlfll  uiem. 
A  perfect  promiae  confers  a  rijght  to  do  so.  But  if 
the  latter  hu  no  other  expedient  bat  that  of  arms 
to  force  his  ally  to  the  perionnaDce  of  his  promiaes, 
he  will  flometimea  find  it  more  eligible  to  cancel  the 
promises  on  his  own  side,  also,  and  disMlve  the 
treaty.  He  has  nadoubtedl;  a  right  to  do  this, 
rince  hia  promlBes  were  made  only  on  condition 
that  the  ally  should,  on  his  part,  execute  every  thing 
TUeh  he  bad  taintged  to  penform.  Tbe  party, 
therefore,  who  is  wbnded  or  unpdred  in  those  par- 
ticulars wUch  oottsUtnte  tbe  baste  <tf  the  treaty,  is 
at  lil>erty  to  choose  the  altematiTe  of  dtber  com- 
pelling a  faithleas  ally  to  fulfil  hia  engaeementa,  or 
of  dccUring  the  treaty  dissolved  by  1^  violation 
of  it.  On  socb  an  occuion,  prodeoce  and  wise 
poUcy  wiU  pcant  out  the  line  of  oondoet  to  be  pnr> 
sned/* 

It  cannot  be  necessary,  aaid  Mr.  to  insist 
that  the  United  States  possess  the  same  rights 
on  this  subject  with  other  independent  nations ; 
and  he  presumed  it  would  not  be  denied  that 
the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  act  for  dissolving 
the  treaty  are  perfectly  true,  and  constitate  a 
legal  Justification  of  Uie  measure..  It  might 
suely  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  as  an  oii^al 
aae«uon,  whether  EVanee  had  no^  by  her  vio- 
lation of  the  treaty,  Jaetified  ita  nnllUioatjon 
by  tu?  Tbe  author  jnst  quoted,  siud  Mr.  E., 
on  aooOier  page,  dt«8  Orotins  to  prove  that 
"  every  article  of  a  treaty  carries  wiUi  it  a  con- 
dition, by  the  non-performance  of  which  the 
treaty  is  wholly  cancelled.**  I  ask  Senators, 
then,  Bfud  Mr.  E.,  whether  France  did  not  first 
violate  the  treaty  ?  That  she  did  so,  is  the 
very  first  position  established  by  them.  And 
here  the  advocates  of  the  biU  found  themselves 
in  this  strange  predicament :  That  their  firat 
positim  to  establish  a  clium  against  France 
proved  at  the  same  time  that  the  United  States 
were  not  respcHinble  for  it.  Mr.  K,  woidd  not 
dwell  longer  on  this  branch  of  the  snbject.  He 
oondda«d  the  treaty  clearly  cancelled,  as  well 
by  the  acta  of  France  as  by  its  nuUificatiou  ^ 
the  United  States  for  so£Botent  canses.  He 
therefore  concluded  that,  on  the  80th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1800,  tbe  United  States  were  not  bound 
by  treaty  stipulations  to  France,  and  tiierefore 
oould  have  received  no  consideration  for  the 
release  of  the  claims  in  question. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  treaty  stipulations  were 
valuable  at  the  date  referred  to,  because  the 
American  negotiators  offered  for  them  80,000,- 
000  francs;  and  one  woiUd  be  led  to  think, 
a^  Mr.  E.,  from  the  oonfidenoe  with  which 
gentlemen  refer  to  Uits  offer,  that  ti)«r  had  some 
thing  almost  equivalent  to  a  promiaaory  note 
of  the  Government  for  at  least  amount. 
He  bad  already,  remai^  that  these  ofSm  in 


negotiation  determined  nothii^  unless  reduced 
to  treaty  and  ratified.  But  when  we  examine 
thia  "  offer,"  what  kind  of  an  offer  wis  itt  It 
was  an  offer  which,  if  accepted  by  the  Freoch 
GoTemment,  wonld  have  brou^t  them  ugbt 
or  nine  milUons  of  dtrflars  In  dml  It  is  uid 
we  Glared  Ave  milUona  of  ftanoa  fior  a  rdtm 
fh>m  the  s^olationa  of  the  lltii  artide  of  the 
treaty  ttf  1778t  wMch  guaranteed  to  Fnnceber 
West  India  islands ;  and  three  mlUions  for  tha 
privilege  of  her  privateers  secured  by  tiie  ITtli 
article.  The  better  to  understand  the  Taloe 
of  this  offer,  said  Mr.  E.,  let  us  look  to  ib  io- 
Btmotions  which  preoeded  it,  and  with  an  evi- 
dent reference  to  which  it  was  made.  Then 
instructions  say :  "  On  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  instead  of  troops  or  ^ps  of  war,  it 
would  be  oonveuient  to  stipulate  for  a  moderate 
sum  of  money,  or  quantity  of  provimom,  at  th« 
option  of  France.  TheprovidonstobedeliTereil 
at  our  porta  in  any  fittaie  defeudve  tit,"  Ac 
It  was  the  opinion  of  our  cabinet  attliattifflE^ 
th^  the  guarantee  in  the  llHh  article  onl; 
extended  to  a  defensive  war,  and  no  treit; 
renewing  it  on  any  other  than  tiiis  ooostnctiiKi 
would  have  been  ratified  by  tiie  United  Stste& 
This  offer,  then,  was  to  renew  the  mutofll  ffsa- 
an  tee,  but  at  the  same  time  to  settle  its  odd- 
stmctiou  and  its  value.  For  the  privily 
under  the  17th  article  we  should  have  paid  tb«e 
millions,  for  those  privileges  were  needed 
as  in  our  commeroial  relations  with  En^ani 
But  the  five  millions  were  contingent  upon  i 
flitore  d^en^ve  war.  This  part  the  arrtn^ 
ment  was  as  valuable  to  one  par^  as  the  other, 
and  in  foot  the  oontingeaoy  had  not  yet  hip- 

rsd,  which  would  have  jostifled  the  cUm. 
then  we  see  this  valnaUe  oSbr,  s^  Hr. 
K.,  was  an  offer  of  tiiree  millions  of  francs,  ce^ 
taui,  and  five  millions  contingent,  that  we 
rec^ve  fifty  millions  oertidn,  by  way  of  indem- 
nities. Well  might  we  propose  to  renew  dia 
treaties  on  sndi  tonus.  It  was  not  very  Ea^ 
prising  that  France  did  not  accept  the  gmerooi 
offer. 

Mr.  E.  said  it  only  rem^ed  to  inqidn 
whether  there  was  any  just  cause  of  oompwnt 
aguost  the  Government  becatise  the  attiwe  H 
assumed  towuds  Ftanoe  have  rdeatei 
tbese  chdma.  To  admit  this  would  allowing 
vidnala  to  control  the  policy  of  nationa  If 
these  claims  were  so  released,  it  was  only  ox 
of  those  individual  sacrifices  constanlJy  made  to 
Stote  policy,  in  the  necessary  operations  d 
Gk>vemment.  _  We  had  done  every  thing  that 
oonld  be  reasonably  required  to  secure  thur 
dums.  We  had  spent  large  sums  in  minooi 
and  negotiations  before  we  resorted  to  bostih 
measures,  which  were,  of  courscL  attended  with 
heavy  expense.  Perhaps,  said  Mr.  E.,  if  ^' 
were  to  enter  into  a  stiict  account  with  these 
claimants,  we  have  spent  more  money  in  psr- 
Buit  of  their  d^ms  than  the  amount  at  whicB 
they  are  estimated,  without  omipnting  tfaeUood 

of  our  dtisens^  which  may  be  estimated  bcTwd 
millions  of  treasnre.  Uisfivttd^amoDgow' 
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reasons,  said  Hr.  E_  that  war  alwajrs  relinr 
qnishes  the  claims  for  which  it  is  declared. 
The  blood  of  a  sin^e  citizen  eatisflee  millions 
of  debt 

The  attitude  which  the  United  States  assmned 
then  was  necessary  to  the  permanent  policj  and 
honor  of  the  country ;  and  all  private  interests 
mast  yield  to  it.  In  fact,  said  Ur.  K.,  it  has 
been  clearly  shown  by  tbe  Senator  from  New 
EupMUre^  (Ur.  Hnx,}  that  th^dUdm^  raider 
no  dronmstances,  wonld  ever  have  been  worth 
one  oent  It  woidd  be  recollected  that  we  did 
get  the  promise,  in  the  treatr  d  1800,  of  in- 
demnitr  for  all  prizes  not  deflnilavely'  con- 
demned. Did  Bonaparte  pay  these  claims  for 
which  we  held  Ms  bond  in  the  trea^t  Not  at 
all,  sir.  Not  a  dollar  of  thenr  wonld  he  pay  to 
ns;  and  we  never  shonld  have  got  a  dollar  from 
him,  even  for  these  acknowledmd  indemnities, 
had  not  Louisiana  been  forom,  as  it  were,  to 
aaction,  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  Engbsb.  And  not  even  then,  sir,  if  we 
bad  not  been  cheated  oat  of  the  amount  by 
Tmach  diploma^,  by  which  it  was  gratnitonsly 
twid  onnelvea.  and  ten  millions  besides. 
Bonaparte  told  bu  minister  to  take  fifty  mil- 
lions of  francs.  He  obtained  eigh^,  with  the 
Btipniation  that  twenty  millions  were  to  be 
dedncted  to  satisfy  indemnities  under  tbe  treaty 
of  1800.  Bonaparte  was  delighted  at  the  bar- 
gain ;  bnt  mark  what  he  s^d  to  Marbois,  his 
agent,  when  the  treaty  was  reported  to  him. 
"I  wonld  that  these  twenty  millions  be  paid 
into  the  treasury.  Who  authorized  yoa  to  part 
with  the  money  of  the  State  I  "  He  was  re- 
minded that  he  still  wonld  get  ten  millions  more 
l^an  he  asked,  besides  satisfying  the  Americans. 
"AJif  'tis  true,"  said  he,  "the  treaty  does  not 
leave  one  any  thing  to  desire. .  Sixty  millions  for 
an  ooonpation  that  would  not,  perbapL  last  a 
day,"  &&  Is  it  likely,  then,  inquired  Mr.  E., 
tiiat  when  he  had  aniformly  reftised  to  satisfy 
what  he  had  solemnly  promised  to  pay  "  for 
captures  not  definitively  condemned,*'  ukat  he 
would  have  paid  for  captures  every  one  of 
which  had  been  condemned,  and  for  which  any 
trea^  stipolation  had  been  refnsed  f  Sir,  said 
Mr.  K.,  the  claims  were  not  worth  a  mill  in  the 
dollar,  at  any  time.  Bonaparte  pay  such 
d^ms?  No,  sir.  He,  with  his  drum-headed 
Justice  and  gunpowder  administration,  robbed 
everybody  and  p^d  nobody.  If  these  views 
be  Jnst^  said  Hr.  bowerer  tlie  dainu  may 
have  been  released,  the  olaunants  lost  nothing, 
for  Franc©  never  would  have  ptdd  anytbiuff  for 
these  claims,  every  one  oS  which  had  recuved 
the  condemnation  of  her  tribonals  in  some  form 
or  other,  whether  rightly  or  not.  In  the  last 
treaty  we  had  to  exdude  all  cases  condemned, 
however  Just  our  complaints  of  the  proceedings 
under  wmch  tbe  condenmations  were  made. 

Mr.  K  condaded,  then,  that  France  owed  no 
part  of  these  claims  on  the  80th  September, 
1800,  which  she  ever  would  have  paidTor  that, 
in  strietttesi,  oonld  be  inssted  on.  That  tiie 
United  StotOi  on  the  sum  date,  were  under  no 


[SEun. 

trea^  stipulation  to  France,  a  release  from 
whidi  would  afford  a  consideration  for  the 
claims.  Olalms  and  treaties,  he  said,  had  been 
extinguished,  and  no  act  had  ever  been  done  by 
the  treaty-making  power  in  this  country  to 
revive  them.  These  views  he  ISioa^t  an  entire 
answer  to  the  claims. 

As  to  the  nature  of  these  dums,  sud  Mr.  K., 
which  had  been  already  referred  to,  he  must 
say  they  wa«  not  auch  as  (^pealed  strongfy  to 
our  sympathiea.  There  were  fow,  it  was  uid^ 
in  the  hands  of  the  oririnal  losers,  and  th^ 
were  mostiy  in  tibe  hanoa  of  insurance  oom- 
panies  and  underwriters.  These,  said  Mr.  E., 
are  the  weakest  of  all  poe^ble  claims.  It  was 
known  that,  in  those  days,  profits  were  enor- 
mous, and  increased  by  tiie  risk,  which 'was 
known  to  be  great;  and  the  risk  and  profit 
regulated  the  premiums,  which  were  alao  ez- 
cesdvdy  high.  .1^  then,  the  loss  ^oold  be 
returned,  the  insurer  was  enriched  by  high 
premium^  whilst  be  bad  tbe  loss  retunied  to 
him.  This  he  thought  a  tolerably  fair  business 
for  insorera.  We  are  told,  to  be  sore,  of 
"  widows  and  orphanfl^**  who  await  t^  tardy 
justioe  of  Oorenmient.  He  ttiought  it  likely 
there  might  be  some,  and  some  very  rich  tmecL 
too.  The  widows  and  orphans  of  the  ori^al 
losers,  however,  be  expected,  were  few  in  nam- 
ber,  and  only  thrast  forward  in  the  foreground  of 
the  picture,  whilst  rich  insurers,  underwriters, 
and  speculators,  in  great  numbers,  lay  back,  con- 
cealed in  its  more  remote  and  deepening  shades. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  bad  been  unable  to  bring  bis 
mind  to  the  support  of  this  bill.  It  was  bat 
right,  however,  that  he  should  confess,  in  con- 
dusion,  (although  he  could  not  say  be  was  pre- 
,  Jndioed,)  he  had  a  powerful  wdgbt  of  presnmp- 
tive  evidenoe  to  grt  rid  of  before  he  could  look 
into  d^aila  to  at  the  orij^al  merits  of  the 
daim.  He  said  itmi^t  be  safely  assumed  that 
no  Gk)vemment  in  tbe  world  was  more  just  to 
the  daims  of  its  citizens  than  that  of  the  United 
States ;  and  i^  at  any  time,  a  claim  was  not 
allowed  when  pressed  upon  it,  the  refosal  was 
a  strong  circumstance  against  it  This  claim 
bad  been  before  Oongress  for  thirty-four  yeant 
and  bad  not  yet  got  throogb  botii  houses  of 
Congress.  And  during  a  portion  of  that  period 
it  was  known  that  we  were  not  looking  out  for 
ways  and  means  to  defray  the  expenses  of  Oov- 
emment,  but  actually  looking  out  for  ways  and 
means  to  absorb  an  apprehended  surplus.  I 
would  say,  then,  (said  Mr.  £.,)  that,  if  this 
daim  was  refused  Qovenuuent  from  1800  to 
18S4,itmightreasomiblybeput  down  ss  doubt* 
foL  If  from  1824  to  1683,  we  might  pat  it 
down  as  very  doubtful ;  and  if  passed  tnroagb 
the  generous  year  of  1888  without  being  al- 
lowed, we  might  with  much  reason  venture  to 
consider  It  desperate,  and  unworthy  the  atten- 
tion of  any  tribunal  or  Government.  Hehadnoti 
however,  depended  entirely  upon  these  strong 
droumstanoes  agidnst  the  claims,  but  had 
listaaed  attentively  to  the  speeches  for  and 
against  them,  and  had  revivecl  bis  raodleetioD 
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of  the  most  materia]  historical  facts  apon  which 
thej  rested,  and  his  firut  Dnfavorable  impres- 
sioos  were  fallj  confirmed,  and  he  should  vote 
acdnst  the  biU.  Thongh  he  faSlj  oonooired  in 
the  senUments  of  tlw  Senator  from  Sonth  Oaro- 
lina,  that  it  notwithstanding  the  age  and 
amonnt  of  tue  d^ms,  they  were  reaJlj  JnsL 
and  the  honor  of  the  Government  were  inTOlved 
in  withholding  them,  the  appropriation  shonld 
be  made,  if  it  took  the  last  dol^  in  the  Ixesa- 
nrj,  and  forced  us  even  to  nuke  sew  otnitribii- 
tiions  to  aatis^  it. 


Fbidat,  Jaaauaj  9. 
JIvmA  ^MtUaiioiu  prior  to  1600, 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  oonrideration  of  the 
bill  making  compensation  for  French  spoliations 
prior  to  1800. 

Ifr.  BcNTOV :  The  wboU  stress  ot  the  question 
lies  !n  a  few  simple  facta,  which,  if  disembar- 
rassed from  the  confusion  of  terms  and  condi- 
tiiOBB,  and  viewed  in  their  plun  and  true  ohar- 
aoter,  render  it  difficolt  not  to  arrive  at  a  just 
and  correct  view  of  the  case.  The  advocates  of 
this  measure  have  no  other  grounds  to  rest  their 
case  apon  than  an  assnmption  of  facta;  they 
assume  that  the  United  States  lie  under  binding 
and  onerous  stipulations  to  France;  that  the 
claims  of  this  bill  were  recognized  by  France ; 
and  that  the  United  States  made  herself  respon- 
Nble  for  tihese  clainu,  instead  o£  France ;  took 
than  npon  hersdf,  and  became  bound  to  pay 
them,  in  ctrnddwatifui  of  getting  rid  of  the  bur- 
dens which  weighed  upon  her.  It  is  assumed 
that  the  claima  were  good  when  the  United 
States  abandoned  them ;  and  that  the  consider- 
ation, which  it  is  pretended  the  United  States 
received,  was  of  a  nature  to  make  her  fully 
responsible  to  the  claimants,  and  to  render  it 
obligatory  upon  her  to  satisfy  the  claims. 

The  measure  rests,  sir,  entirely  upon  these 
assumptions ;  but,  sir,  I  shall  show  that  they 
are  nothing  more  than  assumptions;  thatthese 
claims  were  not  recognized  by  France,  and 
could  not  b&  by  the  law  of  nations ;  they  were 
good  for  nauiing  when  they  were  made  ;  they 
were  good  for  nothing  wnen  we  abandoned 
them.  The  United  States  owed  nothing  to 
France,  a^  recnvedno  consideration  whatever 
from  her,  to  mfUce  us  responsible  for  payment 
yfhat  I  here  maint^n,  I  shall  proceed  to  prove, 
not  by  fmy  artful  ctuiin  of  ai^gumen^  but  by 
plain  and  historical  fiicts. 

Let  me  ask,  sir,  on  what  grounds  is  it  miun- 
tained  that  the  United  States  received  a  vi^a- 
able  consideration  for  these  cl^ms?  Under 
what  onerous  stipulations  did  she  lie  ?  in  what 
did  her  debt  consist,  which  it  is  allied  France 
gave  up  in  payment  for  these  claims  t  By  the 
treaty  of  '78,  the  United  States  was  bound  to 
guarantee  the  French  American  possesnons  to 
France ;  and  France,  on  her  part,  guaranteed  to 
the  United  States  her  BOverei^ty  and  territwy. 
In  *98  the  war  between  Great  Britun  and  Fraooe 
broke  out,  And  this  nq^tore  between  time 


nations  immediately  gave  rise  to  the  qnestim 
how  far  this  guarant^  was  obligatcay  npon  the 
United  States  >  Whether  we  were  bound  by  it 
to  proteot  France  on  the  nde  of  her  Amerieaii 
poesMdons  ag^nst  any  hostile  attack  <^  Otett 
Britain,  and  thus  become  involved  as  sab«ltaii» 
in  a  war  inwhiohwehadnooonoem  or  interat 
whatever  i  Here,  nr,  we  come  to  the  point  at 
once ;  for  if  it  shonld  appear  that  we  were  not 
bound  by  this  guarantee  to  become  parties  to 
a  distant  European  war,  then,  sir,  it  will  bb  an 
evident,  a  decided  result  and  condusicHi,  that 
we  were  under  no  obligation  to  France,  we 
owed  her  no  debt  on  account  of  this  guarantee; 
and,  plunly  enough,  it  will  follow,  we  recMved 
no  Tidoable  consideration  for  the  daims  of  this 
bilLwhen  France  released  us  from  anobligaticai 
which  it  will  appear  we  never  owed.  Let  us 
briefly  see,  ur,  how  the  ease  Btaad^ 

Sir,  France,  to  get  rid  of  claiina  made  by  us, 
puts  fi»ward  counter  claims  under  Oaa  guaran- 
tee, prc^nng  by  such  a  diplomatic  manoeuTre 
to  get  nd  of  our  demand,  the  ii^nstioe  of  which 
she  protested  against.  She  suooeeded,  and 
both  parties  abandoned  their  claims.  And  is 
it  now,  sir,  to  be  urged  upon  us  that,  on  the 
grounds  of  this  astute  diplomacy,  wo  actoally 
received  a  valuable  consideration  for  idaims 
which  were  conrndered  good  for  nothing  I 
France  met  our  claims,  which  were  good  for 
nothing,  by  a  counter  claim,  which  was  good 
for  nothing,  and  when  we  found  ourselves  thoa 
encountered,  we  abandfmed  our  previous  alum, 
in  order  to  be  released  from  the  counter  one 
opposed  to  it.  After  this,  is  it,  I  would  ask,  a 
suitable  return  for  our  overwrought  anxiety  to 
obtain  satis&otionforour  citizens,  that  any  one 
of  them  should,  some  thirty  years  after  this, 
turn  round  upon  us  and  say :  "  Now  you  have 
received  a  valuable  consideration  for  onr  daima ; 
now,  then,  you  are  bound  to  pay  us  I  "  Bat 
this  is  in  &ot,  sir,  the  language  of  this  bxIL  I 
unhesitatingly  say  that  the  guarantee,  (a  release 
from  which  is  the  pretended  con^deration  by 
which  the  whole  j^ec^le  of  the  United  States 
are  brought  In  debtors  to  a  fow  insaranoe 
officers  to  the  amount  of  millions,)  this  guaran- 
tee, sir,  I  affirm,  was  good  for  nothing.  I  apeak 
on  no  less  authority,  and  in  no  less  a  namey  than 
that  of  the  great  Father  of  his  Oountry,  Waah- 
iugton  himself  when  I  affirm  that  this  guarantee 
imposed  upon  ns  no  obligations  tj)war£i  FVancsL 
How,  then,  shall  we  be  persuaded  th^  in  vir- 
tue of  this  guarantee,  we  are  tmoud  to  pqr  the 
debts  and  make  good  the  illations  of  France  ? 

When  the  war  broke  out  betweoi  Great 
Britain  and  France  in  1798,  Washii^gtoa  ad- 
dressed to  his  cabinet  a  series  of  questi<HU, 
inquiring  thur  opinions  on  this  veij  queetion, 
how  far  the  treaty  <^  ^narantee  of  177S  was 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States,  intending  to 
take  their  opinions  as  a  guidance  for  his  con- 
duct in  such  a  difficult  utuation.  [Hei«  the 
honorable  Senator  read  exIzactB  teem  Wasihiiw- 
ton's  queries  to  his  caMne^  wUh  wma  of  toe 
(pinions  theinBelTe8,J 
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In  conseqaenee  of  the  opinions  of  Ub  cabtoet 
concurring  with  his  own  sentiments,  President 
Washington  Issned  a  proclamation  of  neatralitj, 
diaregaraing  the  gou^tee,  and  proclaiming 
that  we  were  not  bonnd  bj  any  preceding 
treaties  to  defend  American  France  against 
Great  Britdn,  Hie  wisdom  of  this  measnre  is 
apparent.  He  wiselj  thought  it  was  not  pni- 
dent  our  inffint  r^nblio  should  become  ab- 
sorbed in  the  Tortex  of  European  politics,  and 
therefore,  sir,  not  withont  long  and  mature 
deliberation  how  far  this  treaty  of  guarantee 
was  oUi^tory  npon  us,  he  pronomxoed  against 
it ;  and  m  so  douig  he  pronounced  ag^nst  the 
Tery  bill  before  as ;  for  the  bill  has  nothing  to 
stand  upon  but  tiiis  gnarantee ;  it  pretends  that 
the  United  States  is  bonnd  to  for  injuries 
Inflicted  by  France,  beoanse  of  a  release  from 
a  guarantee  by  whioh  the  great  Washington 
himself  solemnly  pmnounoed  we  were  not 
bound  I  Wbat  do  we  now  behold,  sir !  We 
behold  an  array  in  this  House,  and  on  this  floor, 
agfunst  the  policy  of  Washington!  The^seek 
to  undo  his  deed :  they  condemn  his  principles ; 
they  can  ia  ^mesQcm  trae  wisdmn  and  Justice  of 
bis  wise  and  paternal  oouns^;  utey  xirge 
aninst  him  Hist  tlje  goarantee  boond  as,  and 
what  for  ?  What  is  the  motiTO  of  ttus  opposi- 
tion against  bis  measures  t  Why,  tar,  that  this 
bill  may  pass ;  and  the  people,  the  burden-bear- 
ing people,  be  made  to  pay  away  a  few  miUiona, 
only  a  few  millions,  sir,  in  consideration  of  obli- 
^Idons  which,  after  mature  deliberation^  Wash- 
ington pronounced  not  to  lie  npon  as  1 

I  think,  sir,  enough  has  been  said  to  put  to 
rest  forever  the  question  of  our  obligations  under 
tiiifl  guarantee.  Whatever  l^e  claims  may  be, 
it  mturt  be  erident  to  Uie  conmum  Boiae  of  every 
incUvidnal,  tiiatwe  are  not  and  oannot  be  boond 
to  th^  in  tihe  stead  of  FVanoe,  because  of 
a  pretended  release  bom  a  gnarantee  vhioh  did 
not  bind  us ;  I  say  did  not  bind  us,  because,  to 
have  observed  it,  would  have  led  to  our  ruin 
and  destruction,  and  it  is  a  clear  principle  ot 
the  law  of  nations,  that  a  treaty  Is  not  oUigator; 
when  it  is  Impoasible  to  observe  it.  But,  sir, 
leaving  the  question  whether  we  were  made 
responsible  for  the  debts  of  France,  whether  we 
were  placed  under  an  obligation  to  atone  to  oar 
own  dtizens  for  ii^nries  which  a  foreign  power 
had  committed ;  leavingthisqaestionasBettied, 
(and  I  trust  settled  forever,)  I  come,  sir,  to  con- 
sider the  claims  themaelve^  their  jostice  and 
their  nli^y.  And  here,  ar^  the  principle  of 
this  bill  will  invve,  on  thia  head,  as  weak  and 
untenable — naj^  more— as  ontrageooa  to  eveiy 
Idea  of  e<namon  sense,  as  it  waa  on  the  fiwmer 
bead.  With  what  reason,  I  would  ask,,  dr^  ean 
gentiemen  press  the  American  people  to  ^aj 
these  claims,  when  it  would  be  onreasonable  to 
press  France  herself  to  pay  them  ?  If  France, 
who  committed  the  wrong,  oould  not  justiy  be 
called  upon  to  atone  for  it,  how  m  the  world, 
sir,  can  the  United  States  now  be  called  upon 
for  this  money  I  In  1798,  the  treaty  of  peaoe 
with  France  was  virtoally  abolished  bv  vaiioas 
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acts  of  Oongress  anthoridng  faoetiltties,  and  by 
proclamation  of  the  President  to  the  same 
efiEbct ;  it  was  abolished  on  account  of  its  viola- 
tion by  France ;  on  aoeount  of  those  depreda- 
tions which  this  bill  calls  upon  us  to  make  good. 
By  those  veiy  acts  of  (Congress  we  sought  satis- 
faction for  these  very  claims ;  and,bavingdone 
so,  it  was  too  late  afterwards  to  seek  firesh  satis- 
faction by  demanding  indemnity.  There  was  war, 
sir,  as  the  gentieman  from  Georgia  has  clearly 
shown— war  on  account  of  these  spoliations, 
and  when  we  sought  redieas  by  acts  cf  war&re, 
we  predoded  cwaelvea  inm  the  right  of  d»- 
manding  redress  by  Indemnity.  We  could  n(^ 
therefore,  justly  urge  these  claims  agauut 
France,  and  I  therefore  demtmd,  sir,  how  can 
thejr  be  u^ed  against  nsf  What^  sir,  are  the 
invmcible  argumraits  by  which  gentiemen 
establish  the  Jnstioe  and  vuidity  of  these  claims  f 
For,  surely,  before  we  consent  to  sweep  aw^ 
millions  from  the  public  treasury,  we  ought  to 
hear  at  least  some  good  reasons.  Let  me 
examine  their  good  reasons.  The  argument, 
«r,  to  prove  the  validity  of  these  oUims,  and 
that  we  are  bound  to  paythem,  istids:  France 
acknowledged  them,  and  the  United  States 
took  them  upon  herself;  tiiatiLth^  were  paid 
by  way  oi  onbet,  and  the  valuable  ooiuideratimi 
the  United  States  received  was  a  release  frran 
her  pretended  obligations  I  Now,  sir,  let  na  see 
how  France  acknowledged  them.  These  venr 
claims,  sir,  were  denied,  resisted,  and  rejected, 
by  every  suocessive  Government  of  France! 
liie  law  of  nations  was  urged  against  them ; 
because,  having  engaged  in  a  state  of  war  on 
the  account  ^  them,  we  had  no  right  to  a 
double  redress — first  by  reprisals,  and  after- 
wards by  Induonity  L  Besides,  France  Justified 
her  spoliations  on  the  ground  that  we  violated 
our  nenlralitT ;  ttiat  the  ah^s^zed  were  laden 
with  goods  Mkmging  to  the  English,  the  ene- 
mies of  IVanoe,  and  it  is  well  known,  nr.  that, 
in  ninety-nine  cases  oat  of  a  hundred,  this  was 
the  faet,  that  American  mtizena  lent  their  names 
to  the  English,  and  were  ready  to  riA.  all  the 
dangers  of  French  qraliation  for  sake  of  the 
great  profits,  which  more  than  covered  the  risk. 
And,  in  the  face  of  all  these  fiusta,  we  are  told, 
sir^  that  the  Frendi  acknowledged  the  chdms, 
paid  them  by  a  release,  and  we  are  now  bound 
to  satisfy  themL  And  how  is  this  proved,  taxi 
Where  are  the  invinoible  ai^^ents  by  which 
the  public  treasury  Is  to  be  empUedf  Hear 
them,  aXf  if  it  is  poedMfl  even  to  hear  them 
with  patience  L  When  we  urged  these  oldms, 
the  frenoh  negotiators  set  up  a  counter  dahn, 
and.  to  obtain  a  release  from  this,  we  abandtmed 
them  I  ThuL  thus  it  is,,  ear,  that  the  Frenoh 
acknowledged  these  claims ;  and,  on  this  pre- 
tence, because  of  this  diplomatic  canning  and 
ing«iaity,  we  are  now  told  that  the  national 
honor  cadis  on  us  to  pay  them  I  Was  ever  such 
a  thing  heard  of  before  f  Why,  sir,  if  we  pass 
this  bul,  we  shall  deserve  eternal  obloquy  and 
disgrace  fnm  the  whole  ionerioan  people. 
Franofl^  after  repeatedly  and  peneroiDfl^deny- 
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Ing  and  redsting  thme  olaimB,  at  last  gets  rid  of 
them  forever  by  an  iDgeniooa  triok,  and  by  pre- 
tending to  acknowledge  them,  and  now  her 
debt  (u  it  was  a  debt)  is  thrown  upon  ua,  and, 
in  consequenoe  of  this  little  triok,  the  public 
taremuyiato  be  tricked  ontof  Beveral  millions ! 
Sir,  this  is  nuHUtrooal  I  a^f  it  is  oatrageoos  I 
Z  intend  no  personal  (UBrespeot  to  any  gentle- 
mui  by  these  obserTKHons,  out  I  most  ao  my 
duty  to  my  country,  and  I  repeat  it,  air,  this  is 
ondr^eouB  1 

It  u  strennondy  insisted  npon,  and  appears 
to  be  firmly  relied  npon  by  gentlemen  whohave 
advocated  this  measure,  that  the  United  States 
has  actually  received  from  I^anoe  full  consider- 
ation for  those  claims ;  in  a  word,  that  France 
has  paid  them  1  I  have,  nr,  ahready  shown, 
by  historical  ffiots,  by  the  law  of  nations,  and, 
farther,  by  the  anthority  and  actions  of  Wash- 
ington himself  the  Father  of  his  CSountry,  that 
we  were  placed  under  no  obligationB  to  Fruioe 
hj  the  treaty  of  guarantee,  and  that  tiierefore  a 
release  from  obligations  which  did  not  exist,  is 
no  valnable  eonBiderstion  at  all  I  Bnt,  dr,  how 
oan  it  be  urged  npon  us  that  France  actn^y 
paid  us  for  claims  which  were  denied  and  re- 
sisted, when  we  all  know  very  well  that  for 
undisputed  claims,  for  claims  acknowledged  by 
treaty,  for  cl^ms  solemnly  engaged  to  be  paid 
we  could  never  sQOceed  in  gettmg  onefartmng! 
I  thank  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  Qir. 
Hill,)  for  the  ealightened  view  he  has  g^ven  on 
this  case.  Wiiat,  sir,  was  the  conduct  of  Napo- 
leon with  respect  to  monOT^  1  He  had  bound 
himself  to  p^  ua  twotty  millions  of  francs,  and 
he  would  not  pay  one  nrthing  I  And  yet,  sbr, 
we  are  oonfldenuy  assnred  by  the  advocates  of 
this  bill  that  these  claims  were  pud  to  us  by 
Napoleon  I  When  Louisiana  was  sold  he  order- 
ed Marbois  to  get  fiity  mUlions,  and  did  not 
even  then,  sir,  intend  to  pay  us  out  of  that  sum 
the  twenty  isdllions  he  had  bound  himself  by 
treaty  to  pay.  Marbois  succeeded  in  getting 
thirty  millions  of  francs  more  from  ns,  and  from 
this  the  twenty  millions  due  was  dednoted; 
thus,  sir,  we  were  made  to  pay  ourselves  our 
own  due,  and  Napoleon  escaped  the  payment  of 
a  farthii^.  I  mean  to  make  no  reflection  npon 
onr  negotiators  at  that  treaty ;  we  may  be  glad 
that  we  got  Louiriana  at  any  amount ;  for  ifwe 
had  not  obtuned  it  by  money,  we  should  soon 
have  possessed  it  by  blood:  the  young  West, 
like  a  lion,  would  have  sprmig  upon  the  delta 
of  tiie  Ubsissippi,  and  we  ehoula  have  had  an 
earlier  edition  of  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  It 
is  not  to  be  regretted,  therefore,  that  we  gained 
Lonidana  by  negotiation,  although  we  paid  our 
debts  ourselves  in  that  bargain.  But,  sir,  Na- 
poleon absolntely  scolded  3ttarbois  for  allowing 
the  deduction  of  twenty  millions  out  of  the  sum 
we  paid  for  Louisiana,  forgetting  that  his  minis- 
ter had  got  thirty  milUoDs  more  than  he  ordered 
him  to  ask,  and  that  we  had  paid  ourselves  the 
twenty  milliona  due  to  ns  nnioOT  treafy.  Hav- 
ing snoh  a  man  to  deal  wiQif  how  caa  it  be 
maintained  on  this  floor  that  the  United  State* 
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has  been  paid  by  him  the  rfftinM  in  this  bill, 
and  that  therefore  the  treasory  is  bound  to 
aaiMy  them?  Let  Senators,  I  entreat  them, 
but  ask  thonselves  the  question,  what  these 
daims  were  worth  in  the  view  of  Napcdeoo, 
that  they  may  not  form  such  an  unwarranted 
oondndon  aa  to  think  he  ever  paid  tfieni. 
EveiT  Oovemment  France  wlucn  preceded 
him  had  treated  them  as  En^ish  dahna^  andu 
it  likely  that  he  who  refoseo^to  pay  daims  snb- 
seqnent  to  these,  nnder  treaty  eigned  by  him- 
self, would  pay  old  daims  anterior  to  18001 
The  daims  were  not  worth  a  straw ;  they  were 
considered  as  lawfhl  spoliationB;  that  by  our 
proclamation  we  had  broken  the  neutrality; 
and,  after  all,  that  they  were  incurred  by 
Engliah  enterprises,  covered  by  the  American 
flag.  It  is  pretended  he  acknowledged  them  1 
Would  he  have  inserted  two  lines  in  the  treaty 
to  resdnd  them,  to  get  rid  of  snoh  claims,  when 
he  wotdd  not  p^  thoae  he  had  acknowledged! 

To  reoor  once  mmre,  sir,  to  tihe  TalnaUa  oaih- 
sideration  which  it  is  pretended  we  received  foe 
theseclums.  Itismamtainedthatwewerep^ 
by  receiving  a  release  from  onerous  obligatioos 
imposed  upon  as  by  the  treaty  of  guarantee, 
whidi  oblations  I  have  already  shown  that 
the  ^reat  Wadiington  himsdf  prononnoed  to  be 
nothing ;  and  therefore,  sir,  it  plainly  follows 
that  this  valuable  oondderation  was — notiung ! 

What,  AtI  Is  it  said  we  were  rdeaaed  frtm 
obligations  t  From  what  obligations,  I  would 
ask,  were  we  relieved  t  From  the  obligations 
of  gnarantediwto  France  her  American  posMs- 
sloas ;  from  the  oUuation  of  oonqoering  SL 
Domiiigofor  Franoef  Tnm  an inqKMrimlity, 
nr  I  for  do  we  not  know  that  tMs  was  ia^ossi- 
ble  to  the  fleets  and  armies  of  France,  under 
Le  Glerc,  the  Invther-hi-law  of  Napoleon  him- 
self? Did  they  not  perish  miserabb-  by  the 
knives  of  infanated  negroes  and  the  oesi^ttiDs 
ravages  of  pestilenoe  I  Again,  we  were  released 
from  the  obligation  of  restoring  Guadalonpe  to 
the  French ;  which  also  was  not  possible  unless 
we  had  entered  into  a  war  with  Great  Britain  t 
And  thus,  sir,  the  valuable  consideration,  the 
release  by  whidi  these  claims  are  said  to  be 
frdly  paid  to  the  United  States,  turns  ont  to  be 
a  release  from  notiung  I  areteaaefimnahetdnte 
impossibilities ;  for  it  was  not  poarible  to  guar- 
antee to  Flranoe  her  cdonies;  die  lost  them,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  gnarantee ;  was  a  on^ 
sided  gnarantgrl  ^e  surrendered  than  1^ 
treaty,  and  thne  is  nothing  for  gnarantr 
to  werate  on. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Ur.  Ema)  has 
given  a  vivid  and  able  picture  of  the  exertions 
of  the  United  States  Government  in  hehalf 
these  olums.  He  has  shown,  sir,  that  tiiey  have 
been  paid,  and  more  than  paid,  on  onr  part,  by 
the  invaluable  blood  of  our  citizens  t  Snoh,  in- 
deed, sir  is  the  fact.  What  has  not  been  aooe 
by  the  United  States  on  behalf  of  these  dahnsl 
For  these  very  d^ms,  fbr  the  jffoteotimi  of  thoaa 
very  clumants,  we  underwent  an  inoredible 
expense  both  in  military  and  naval  annuuntB. 
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[Here  tiw  honorable  Senator  read  a  long  list 
of  mUitaiT-  and  naval  preparatioM  made  hj 
Oonpees  for  the  protection  of  tbeae  clalmB, 
Bpectfjuig  the  dates  and  Hie  nnmbuv.] 

Nor  did  the  United  States  confine  herself 
solely  to  these  atrenaoiu  ezertiona  and  expen- 
sive armaments:  besides  raisiog  fleets  tcad 
armies,  she  sent  across  the  Atlantic  embassies 
ambaBsadoTB,  and  agmta ;  she  gave  letters  m 
marque^  by  irhioh  everj  favored  individual 
might  take  hia  own  remedy  and  n^j  himself 
his  losses.  For  then  •nrj  d^ms,  rir,  tiie  peo- 
ple were  laden  at  tibat  period  with  heavy  taxes, 
besides  the  blood  of  onr  pe<mle  which  was  spilt 
for  them.  Loans  were  raieea  at  eight  per  cmt 
to  obtain  redress  fat  these  olaims ;  and  what, 
sir,  waa  the  conseqneaoe?  It  overtamed  t^e 
men  in  power  at  tluit  period :  tikis  it  was  which 
produced  that  lesnlt,  morQ  than  pditleal  ^ffy- 
ences. 

The  people  were  taxed  and  soflfered  for  these 
same  oUdms  in  that  day,  and  now  they  are 
brought  forward  again  to  exhaoat  the  pnbUo 
treasary  againf  to  sweep  aw^  more  millions 
yet  from  the  people^  to  in^mse  tans  agt^  upon 
thenL  fi»>  the  twt  aame  daima  tor  which  the 
peoide  have  already  (moa  been  taxed ;  revivfaig 
the  system  of  *98,  to  rendw  loana  and  debts  am 
Inomnbrances  agun  to  be  reqnired ;  to  anbarrass 
the  Government,  entangle  the  State,  to  impov- 
erish &e  people ;  to  dig,  in  a  word,  by  gradual 
measures  of  this  descripticm,  a  pit  to  plonge  the 
nation  headlong  into  inextricable  diffionlty  and 
mint 

The  Government  in  those  days  performed  its 
duty  to  the  mtizens  in  the  protection  of  their 
commerce,  and  by  vindicating,  asserting,  and 
satisfying  these  clums ;  it  left  nothing  nndone 
which  now  is  to  be  done ;  the  pr^ranons  of 
this  bill  an  therafive  ntteriy  nnfoondedt 
Duties  are  redprocal ;  tin  dn^of  Gonnnnent 
is  proteotioQ,  and  that  <^  dtiaens  allegianoe. 
TuiB  bill  attempts  to  throw  npmi  the  present 
Government  the  dnties  and  expenses  of  a  former 
Government,  which  have  been  already  onoe 
acquitted.  On  its  part,  Qovemment  has  ■ful- 
filled, with  energy  and  zeal  its  duty  to  the  citi- 
zens ;  it  has  protected  and  now  is  protecting 
their  rights,  and  asserting  their  jnst  dahns. 
Witness  our  navy,  kept  np  in  time  of  peace,  for 
the  protection  of  commerce  and  for  the  i»roflt 
of  onr  dtizens ;  witness  our  cruisers  on  every 
point  of  the  globe,  for  the  secnrity  of  dtizens 
pnrsning  evoy  kind  t»f  Iftwftd  business.  Bat, 
dr,  there  are  fimits  to  tba  proteotion  of  the  in- 
terests (rflndividiMl  dtizens;  peace  most  at  one 
time  or  other  be  obtdned,  ana  saorifioea  are  to 
be  made  for  a  vdnable  consideration.  How, 
nr,  peace  is  avdoable  condderation,  andddms 
are  often  neoeaaarily  abandoned  to  obtain  it. 
In  1814  we  gave  up  ddms  for  the  sake  of 
I>eace ;  we  gave  up  claims  for  Spanish  spolia- 
tions at  the  treaty  of  Florida;  we  gave  up 
claims  to  Denmark.  These  ddms  auo  were 
given  up,  l<mg  anterior  to  the  others  I  have 
mentitmed.  When  peace  is  made^  the  daims 


take  their  chance ;  some  are  givm  up  Sot  a 
gross  sum,  and  some,  such  as  these,  when  they 
are  worth  notliing  will  fetch  nothing.  How 
monstrous^  therefore,  sir,  that  measure  is,  whi<^ 
would  transfer  abandoned  and  disputed  cldma 
from  the  conntiy,  by  which  they  were  sdd  to 
be  due,  to  onr  own  country,  to  onr  own  Gov- 
ernment, up<m  onr  own  dtixens,  requiring  us 
to  pay  what  others  owed,  (nay^  what  it  is 
donbtM  ff  they  did  owe.)  reqairmg  as  to  pay 
what  wie  have  never  received  one  farthing  £ii»-, 
and  for  which,  if  we  had  reodved  milliona,  air, 
we  have  pdd  away  more  than  those  millioiis  In 
ardoouB  exertions  on  their  behalf  I 

I  should  not  discharge  the  dnty  I  owe  to  my 
country^  if  I  did  not  probe  still  deeper  into  these 
transacttona.  What,  sir,  were  the  losses  whidi 
led  to  these  ddms !  Gentlemen  have  indulged 
themsdves  in  all  the  flights  and  raptures  of 
poebry  on  this  pathetic  topic ;  we  have  heard 
of  "  ships  swept  from  the  ocean,  fiunilies  plunged 
in  want  and  ruin,"  and  sndi  like  t  What  is  the 
fact,  sir  I  It  is  as  the  gentleman  from  Hew 
Hampshire  has  said:  never,  rir,  waa  there 
known,  before  or  since,  silch  a  flonridun^  state 
(tf  oommeroe  as  tlie  very  time  and  period  of 
^ma  wpt^alSooa.  At  that  time,  dr,  men  made 
fintones  if  they  saved  one  diip  only  out  of  every 
four  or  five  from  the  French  oroisersl  Let  us 
examine  the  stubborn  facts  of  sober  arithmetic 
in  this  case,  and  not  dtatill  and  seethe  people'a 
money  dianned  out  of  the  tareasonr  by  the  per- 
Buadve  notes  of  poetry.  [Mr.  B.  here  refeired 
to  public  documents  abowmg  that,  in  the  years 
1798,  'W,  '8fi,  '96,  *97,  '98,  '99,  up  to  1800,  the 
exports  annually  in  creased  at  a  rapid  rate,  till, 
in  1800,  they  amounted  to  more  than  $91,000,- 
000.] 

It  most  be  taken  into  condderation  that  at 
this  period  our  popnlatiui  ma  lesa  than  it  is 
now,  onr  territo^  was  mndi  more  limited,  we 
had  not  Loninanaand  tiie  portof  New  Orieuu^ 
and  yet  our  commerce  was  &r  more  flourishing 
than  it  ever  has  been  sinoe,  and  at  a  time,  too, 
when  we  had  no  mammotii  banking  oorptnvtion 
to  boast  of  its  indiaprauable,  its  vital  necessity 
to  oommeroe!  .The0e,ur,  are  the  facts  of  num- 
bers, of  arithmetic  wmch  blow  away  the  edifice 
of  the  geutiemen'a  poetry,  as  tiie  wind  soattera 
straws. 

With  respect  to  the  parties  in  whose  hands 
these  ddms  are.  They  are  in  the  hands  of 
insurance  offioes,  assignees,  and  jobbers ;  they 
are  in  the  bauds  of  toe  knowing  one*  who  have 
bought  thnn  upfor  two,  three^  flv&  ten  cents 
inl£eddlarl  what  haabecnne  of  the  scream- 
ing babes  that  have  been  bdd  up  after  the 
ancient  Roman  method,  to  exdto  pi^  and  move 
our  sympathies  f  What  ha^  become  of  the 
widows  and  origind  claimants?  They  have 
been  bought  out  long  ago  by  the  knowing  ones. 
If  we  ooantenaDce  wis  bill,  dr,  we  shall  renew 
the  disgraoefal  scenes  of  1798,  and  witness  a 
repetition  of  the  infamous  firaud  and  gambling, 
and  all  the  dd  artifices  which  the  certUtoate 
Amding  act  gave  rise  to.  \Xr.  B.  here  read 


Digitized  by 


DBBATBS  Qg  CONGBBBS. 

AwNcft  i^poUatiaw  prior  ta  190O. 


ABBXDBMMT  OS*  THB 


Suum.3 

•eraal  intereetfag  eztnots,  deeoribing  the 
toenes  whi<dt  then  took  place.] 

One  of  the  most  revolting  featores  of  this  bill 
is  its  reUititm  to  the  insarers.  The  most  in- 
fiunotts  and  odious  act  ever  passed  by  Oongress 
was  tiie  oertifieate  fandiDg  act  of  1798,  an  act 
passed  in  favor  of  a  crowd  of  epecolators ;  bnt 
the  principle  of  this  bill  is  more  odious  than 
even  it ;  i  mem,  sir,  that  of  pacing  insnrersfor 
their  losses.  The  United  States,  nr,  insure  1 
Oan  aaj  thing  be  conceived  more  revolting  and 
atro<!KHis  tlMtn  to  direct  the  fanda  of  the  treas- 
IU7,  the  property  of  the  pewle,  to  soch  Ituqai- 
toflsnsesf  OnwhatpriodpleisthiBgnnmdedl 
Tbetr  occopation  Is  a  safe  cnte ;  th^  make  cal- 
onlations  agidnst  all  probaUlities ;  thej  make 
ftntonee  at  bU  times ;  and  espetdsllyal  this  vet? 
thou  when  we  are  called  npon  to  r^ond  tlieir 
losses,  th^  mado  immenee  forbmes.  It  woold 
be  &r  more  just  and  equitable  if  Oongress  were 
to  insore  the  fEirmera  and  pluiters,  and  paj 
them  their  losses  on  the  fulnre  of  the  ootton 
crop ;  they,  are  more  entitled  to  pnt  forth 
8n<m  di^ms  ^n  specolatoft  and  gamblers, 
whose  trade  and  bnsineas  it  is  to  make  money 
by  losses.  Thia  biU,  if  passed,  wonld  be  the 
most  odiooa  and  nnprinoipled  ever  passed  by 
Oongreask 


UOHDAT  JjUfUABT  12. 

Ur.  Knro,  of  Gleoii^  annosnoed  the  arnval 
of  the  honorable  Altokd  Outhbkbt,  elected  by 
the  Legislatore  of  the  State  of  Geoi^  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  to  sni^Iy  the  vacancy 
ocoadoned  by  the  resiffliation  of  the  Honorable 
John  For»y1^)i.  Mr.  £.  stated  that,  owing  to 
an  accident,  Ur.  Outhbeht  bad  lost  his  creden- 
tials, but  that  he  ^Ir.  E.)  oonid  avonoh  the  fact 
at  nia  eletAion;  and,  as  be  imderstood  that 
tihere  was  a  ineosdeat  for  the  moti<Hi,  he  moved 
HaaJt  Ur.  Outhbebt  be  permitted  to  take  his 
•eat 

The  motion  waaagreed  to  withoat  opposititHi, 
and  tiie  oraal  oath  to  support  the  ooostitntion 
msadmlmstwed  to  Ur.  OtrrHBSBT  hj  the  Viob 
FKBsnnsT,  and  Ur.  OurmteBT  took  his  seat 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of 
the  day,  being  the  Fren<^  spcdiauon  bill. 

lb.  WxBSTSBsaid:  Tlusisnopartyqaestion; 
it  involves  no  partf  ptindples ;  aflfects  no  party 
interests ;  seeks  no  party  enda  or  ol^eots— «nd 
as  it  is  a  qnestion  c£  private  ri^i  and  Jastice,  it 
woold  be  flagrant  wrmg  and  ii^nstioe  to  at- 
tempt to  give  to  it,  anymiere,  the  ohwaoter  of 
a  party  measure.  The  petitioners,  the  sofferers 
under  the  French  spoli^ons,  belong  Ui  all  par- 
lies. Q^tiemen  of  distjnotion,  of  all  parties, 
have  at  different  times  maintuned  the  justice 
of  the  claim.  The  present  bill  is  intended  for 
the  eqnal  relief  of  all  sufferers ;  and  if  the  meas- 
ure shall  become  a  party  measure,  I,  for  one, 
shall  not  poraue  it.  It  will  be  wiser  to  leave  it 
till  better  aaspioeB  shall  ^tpear. 


[  JumaxTt  U8S. 

The  quefltion^  sir,  involved  in  tiiis  case,  is 
essentiaUy  a  jndidal  question.  It  is  not  a  ques- 
ti<m  of  public  policy^  bnt  a  question  of  private 
right ;  a  question  between  the  Government  and 
the  petitioners;  and,  as  tiie  Government  is  to 
be  jndged  in  its  own  case,  it  would  seem  to  be 
the  do^  of  its  members  to  examine  the  sabjeet 
with  the  most  scropalous  good  faitti,  and  the 
most  solicitous  desire  to  do  Jostioe. 

There  is  a  proprie^  in  commencing  tbe  ex- 
amination of  mese  damu  in  the  Saiat&  becaoso 
it  was  the  Senate  which,  by  its  amencunent  of 
the  treaty  ^  1800,  aiUl  its  subsequent  ratafiea- 
tion  of  uiat  treaty,  and  its  rect^pition  of  th« 
declaration  of  the  F^oh  Government,  eSecta- 
ally  released  the  olums  as  against  Franco,  and 
forever  cat  off  the  petitioners  from  all  hopes  of 
redress fh)m  that  quarter.  Theclaims  as  clums 
agunst  our  own  Gtovemment,  have  their  founda- 
tion in  these  acts  of  the  Senate  itself;  and  it 
may  oertidnly  be  expected  that  the  Senate  will 
oonsider  the  effects  of  its  own  prooeedinn  on 
private  rights  and  private  int^ests,  witff  that 
candor  and  justice  which  belong  to  its  bi^ 
oharaoter. 

It  ought  not  to  be  otfjeoted  to  tiuae  nstitiai- 
ers,  that  their  elum  is  old,  or  that  th^  an 
now  reviving  any  thing  wUoh  has  heretiolbre 
been  abandoned.  There  has  been  no  dday 
which  is  not  reasonably  accounted  for.  The 
treaty  by  which  the  olaimauts  say  tiieir  claims 
on  EVance  for  these  captures  and  confiscations 
were  released  was  oondnded  in  1800.  They 
inunediately  applied  to  Oongress  for  indenuuty, 
as  will  l>e  aeea.  by  the  report  made  in  1803, 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a  oom- 
nuttee  of  which  a  distingpiahed  member  firom 
Yirglnia,  not  now  livings  Qb.  Gilfls^)  was  oHuur- 
man. 

In  1807,  on  the  petitioa  of  sandzrinerehaidB 
and  others,  dtizeoB  <tf  ChadestcHi,  in  Sooth 
Oarolina,  a  committee  of  tlie  Honse  of  B^re- 
sentativea,  of  whidi  Ur.  Marion,  of  that  State, 
was  chunnan,  made  a  re^rt,  declaring  that 
the  committee  was  of  opimon  that  the  GoTera- 
ment  of  the  United  States  was  bound  to  in- 
demnify the  claimants.  But  at  this  time  our 
affairs  with  the  European  Powers  at  war  had 
become  exceedingly  embarrassed ;  our  Govern- 
ment had  felt  itself  compelled  to  withdraw  our 
c(Hnmerce  from  tlie  ocean ;  and  it  was  not  until 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  of  1818,  and 
after  the  general  pacification  of  Europe,  that 
a  suitable  opportunity  oooorred  of  presoiting 
tlie  snlgeot  wubi  to  the  serions  oonAleraliaaw 
Oongress.  From  that  time  the  petitioners  have 
been  constantly  before  us,  and  the  period  has  at 
lengOi  arrived  prop«ft»r  aflnaldedsion  of  their 
case. 

Another  objection,  sir,  has  been  urged  against 
these  claims,  well  calculated  to  diminisli  the 
favor  vdth  which  they  might  otherwise  be 
received,  and  which  is  without  any  substantial 
foundation  in  fact  It  is,  tliat  a  great  portiou 
of  them  has  been  bought  im,  as  a  matter  of 
speealation,  and  it  is  now  hxmBO.  hj  Ume  psr- 
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ohasen.  It  lias  eren  been  said,  I  think,  on  the 
floor  of  Hie  Senate,  that  nine-tenths,  or  ninety- 
handredths,  of  all  the  claims  are  owned  hy 
q>ecalators. 

Snob  nnfoanded  statements  are  not  only 
wholly  m^nst  towards  these  petitions  them- 
aeWes,  but  th^  do  great  misohief  to  otiier'in- 
tereats.  I  have  observed  that  a  IVenoh  gentle- 
man of  distinction,  formerly  a  resident  in  tiiis 
country,  is  represented  in  the  pnblicnew8p^>6r8 
B8  having  declined  the  offer  of  a  seat  in  the 
French  administration,  on  the  ground  that  he 
could  not  support  the  American  treaty ;  and  he 
ooold  not  SQpport  the  treaty  be<HHue  he  had 
learned,  or  heard,  vhUe  In  America,  that  the 
claims  were  no  longer  the  property  of  the  ori- 
ginal snfTerers,  bnt  had  passed  into  unworthy 
handfl.  If  any  snch  thing  has  been  leumed  in 
the  United  States,  it  has  been  learned  from 
aonroea  wtirdy  incorrect  The  graeral  fact  is 
not  80 ;  and  this  prcgndice,  thus  operating  on  a 
great  national  interest— an  interest  in  re^trd  to 
which  we  are  in  dan^r  of  being  seiiouAy  em- 
bnnled  with  a  forei^  State — waa  created, 
doubtless,  by  the  same  incorrect  and  unfounded 
assertioiu  which  have  bera  made  relative  to 
this  other  class  of  eluma. 

In  regard  to  both  eUaBea,  and  to  all  daaaes  of 
claims  of  American  dtiiens  on  fyniga  Gonm- 
ments,  the  statement  is  at  variance  witli  the 
facts.  Those  who  make  it  have  no  proof  of  it. 
On  the  contrary,  incontrovertible  evidence 
exists  of  the  truth  of  the  very  reverse  of  this 
statement.  The  daims  against  France,  rince 
1800,  are  now  in  the  oouree  of  adjudication. 
They  are  aU,  or  very  nearly  all,  presented  to 
the  proper  tiibunal.  Froou  accompany  them, 
and  the  roles  of  the  tribunal  reqmre  that,  in 
each  case,  the  true  ownership  should  be  fully 
and  exactly  set  out,  on  oath ;  and  be  proved  by 
the  papers,  vonchera,  and  other  evidence.  How, 
sir,  if  any  man  is  acquainted,  or  will  make  him- 
stilf  acquainted,  wiui  the  proceedings  of  this 
tribunal  bo  &r  aa  to  see  ^o  are  the  parties 
oUdming  the  indemnity,  he  will  see  the  abeolnte 
and  enormous  error  of  those  who  represent 
these  claims  to  be  owned,  in  great  part^  by 
speonlators.  ' 

The  truth  is,  dr,  that  these  claims,  as  well 
those  since  1800  as  before,  are  owned  and  poe- 
seased  by  the  original  sufferers,  with  such 
changes  only  as  happen  in  regard  to  all  other 
property.  The  origmal  owner  of  ship  and 
oa»o ;  bis  representative^  where  such  owner  is 
dew;  underwriters  who  have  p^d  losses  on 
acoonnt  of  oi^tores  and  ocmfiBoations ;  and 
«redit(Hrs  of  insuvenfs  and  bankmpts  who  were 
interested  in  the  datans— ^these  are  the  descrip- 
tions of  persons  who,  in  all  these  caaea,  own 
vastly  the  lai^r  portion  of  the  claims. ,  This  Is 
true  of  the  claims  on  Spain,  as  is  most  maidfeat 
from  the  procee^ngs  of  the  commisdoners 
under  the  Spanish  treaty.  It  is  true  of  the 
claims  on  France  aridng  since  1800,  as  is  c^uaUy 
manifest  by  the  proceedings  of  the  oommission- 
ers  now  sitting;  and  it  Is  e^nidly  tnw  of  Uie 


claims  which  are  the  subject  of  this  discussion, 
and  providedfor  in  this  bilL  In  some  instances 
claims  have  been  assigned  from  one  to  another, 
in  the  settlement  of  ramily  afiurs.  They  have 
been  transferred,  in  other  instances,  to  secure 
or  to  pay  debts;  they  have  been  transferred, 
sometunes,  la  the  Betdfflnent  of  insurance  ac- 
counts ;  and  it  is  probable  there  are  a  few  cases 
in  which  the  necessities  of  the  holders  have 
compelled  them  to  sell  them.  Bnt  nothing  can 
be  ffirtber  from  the  tmth  than  that  they  have 
been  the  general  subjects  of  purchase  and  sale, 
and  that  tbey  are  now  hcMen  mainly  by  pur- 
chasers from  the  original  owners.  They  have 
been  oompored  to  the  unAmded  dcMi  But  Aat 
consisted  in  scrip,  of  fixed  amount,  and  whldt 
passed  frotn  hand  to  band  by  delivery.  These 
claims  cannot  so  pass  flrom  hand  to  hand.  In 
each  case,  not  only  the  vtilue  but  the  amount  is 
uncertdtt.  Whether  there  be  any  claim,  ia  in 
each  (nse  a  matter  for  investigation  uid  proof; 
and  so  is  the  amount,  when  uie  justice  of  the 
claim  Itself  is  established.  These  drcumatancos 
are  of  themselves  quite  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
easy  and  frequent  transfer  of  the  ctums  from 
hand  to  hand.  They  would  lead  us  to  expect 
that  to  happen  whion  sctoally  has  hrapened; 
and  that  is,  that  the  ekdma  remain  wini  thair 
original  owners,  and  their  leoal  heirs  and  repre- 
semtativea,  witii  snoh  ezoqitions  as  I  have  at 
r^y  mentimed.  As  to  the  portion  of  tiie 
claims  now  owned  1^  underwriters,  It  can 
hardly  be  necessary  to  say  that  they  stand  on 
the  same  equity  and  justice  as  if  possessed  and 
presented  by  tiie  owners  of  ships  and  goods. 
There  is  no  more  universal  maxun  of  law  and 
justice,  throughout  the  dvilizedand  oommercid 
world,  than  that  an  nnderwriter,  who  has  p^d 
a  loss  on  ships  or  merchandise  to  the  owner.  Is 
entitied  to  whatever  may  be  received  from  the 
property.  His  right  aocmes  by  the  very  act  of 
payment;  and  if  the  tvopatj,  at  its  proceeds, 
be  afterwards  recovered,  in  wii<de  or  in  part, 
whetbw  tiie  recovery  be  from  the  sea,  from  ci^ 
tors,  or  firom  the  justice  of  foreign  States,  max 
recovery  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  underwriter. 
Any  attempt,  therefore,  to  prefu^ce  tfaead 
claims,  on  the  ground  that  many  of  them  beloog 
to  insurance  companies,  or  other  underwriters, 
is  at  war  with  the  first  principles  of  Justice. 

A  short  but  accurate  genmd  view  of  the 
bistoiy  and  character  of  these  daims  is  pre- 
sented in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
on  the  20th  of  Kay,  1826,  in  compUanoe 
wit^  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  AHow  me, 
air,  to  read  the  paragrq>hB ; 

*'  The  Secretary  can  htrdly  aappoee  it  to  h&va 
been  the  intention  of  the  resolatum  to  Tegnhe  the 
ezprearfon  of  an  argnmentaflTe  opinion  as  to  the 
degree  of  responsibility  to  the  American  sofibiers 
from  French  spoliations,  whidi  the  convention  of 
ISOO  extiogoished  on  the  part  of  France,  or  de* 
velved  on  the  United  States,  the  Senate  Itself  being 
moat  competent  to  decide  that  qoeetion.  Under 
this  impr«»ioii,  he  hopes  tiiat  he  wiH  luve  sufflp 
dent^confimnedtothepuposBsof  the  Bensti^  b; 
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a  brief  etatement,  prepared  in  a  hotried  moment, 
of  what  be  understands  to  be  the  question. 

"The  second  article  of  the  convention  of  1800 
wu  in  the  following  words :  '  The  miaisters  pleoi- 
potentiaiy  of  tbe  two  parties  not  l>eing  able  to 
urree  at  present  respecting  tbe  treaty  of  alliance 
of  the  6th  of  Febmary,  1*778,  the  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  ot  tbe  same  date,  and  tbe  conven- 
tion of  the  14tb  of  November,  1788,  nor  upon  the 
indemnities  motnally  due  or  claimed,  the  parties 
will  negotiate  farther  on  these  subjects  at  a  conven- 
ient time ;  and  until  they  may  have  agreed  npon 
these  points,  the  said  treaties  and  conveutioa  ahall 
have  no  operation,  and  tbe  relations  of  the  two 
ooontries  shall  be  regulated  as  foUows.* 

'*  When  that  convention  was  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate, it  gave  its  consent  and  advice  that  it  should  be 
rat^d,  provided  that  tbe  second  article  be  exi 
poDged,  and  that  the  following  article  be  added  or 
inserted  :  '  It  is  agreed  that  tbe  present  convention 
aball  be  in  force  for  tlie  term  of  eight  years  from 
the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratiloanoDs;  *  and 
It  vaa  accordbif^y  so  ratified  by  the  Fresident  of 
the  United  States  on  the  18tii  day  of  February, 
1801.  On  the  31st  of  July  of  the  same  year,  it  was 
ratified  by  Bonaparte,  First  Consul  of  the  French  Re- 
public, who  incorporated  ta  the  instrument  of  his 
tatifloation  the  fi^owing  olaose  as  part  of  it :  '  The 
GovRiimeiit  o£  the  United  States  ba^ng  added  to  its 
ntifleaticni  that  tbe  ctmvmtlon  diould  be  in  force  for 
tbe  space  of  e^t  years,  and  having  omitted  the  sec- 
ond artide,  the  Govemment  of  tiie  French  Bepublbi 
consents  to  accept,  ratify,  and  confirm  tiie  above  con- 
vention, with  tiie  addition,  Imptnting  that  tiie  con- 
vention shall  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  ei^t  years, 
and  with  the  retrenchment  of  the  second  artide: 
JProoided,  Tha^  by  this  retrenchment,  the  two  States 
rcnoonoe  tiie  respective  {wetendons  wfaidi  are  tbe 
oiject  of  tbe  s^d  article.* 

"  Tbe  IVench  ratification  behig  thus  oondttional, 
was,  nevertheless,  exchanged  sgunst  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  Paris,  on  the  same  81st  of  July.  Ibe 
President  of  the  United  States  con^dering  it  neoes- 
sary  ag«n  to  sulnnit  the  convention  in  this  state  to 
the  Senate,  on  tbe  Ifltii  day  of  December,  1801,  it 
was  resolved  by  tbe  Senate  that  they  ocmsidered  tbe 
sdd  ocmvwtion  as  Ailty  ratified,  and  returned  it  to 
the  President  for  the  nsoal  promulgation.  It  wsa 
•ooonSn^y  promulgated,  and  thereaner  regarded  as 
a  valid  and  binding  compact.  The  two  contracting 
parties  tbos  agreed^  by  the  retrenchment  of  the  seo- 
ond  artide,  mutually  to  renounce  tbe  respective  pre- 
tentions iraldi  were  the  object  of  that  artide.  The 

gretensions  of  tlw  United  States,  to  which  slludon 
1  thus  made,  arose  out  of  the  spoliations  onder 
color  of  Frendi  authority,  in  contravention  law 
and  existing  treaties.  Those  of  France  q)rung  frim 
the  treaty  alliance  of  tbe  eth  of  February,  1116, 
the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  the  same  date, 
and  tbe  convention  of  tbe  14th  of  November,  1788. 
Whatever  obligations  or  indemnltiei,  fiom  these 
BOorces,  either  party  had  a  right  to  demand,  were  re- 
qiectivply  waived  and  abandoned ;  and  the  oonaider- 
ation  irt^  induced  cote  party  to  renounce  bis  pre- 
tensions, was  that  of  renunciation  by  tbe  other  party 
of  his  pretensions.  What  was  the  value  of  tiie  obli- 
gations and  indemnities  so  redprooaUy  raioimoed, 
osn  only  tie  matter  apeenlatim.  Hie  amomit  of 
tbe  indonnities  dne  to  tbe  dtlMU  of  tbe  United 
States  WIS  very  huge;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  tbe 
(AlieBtim  was  great  (to  ^edfy  iw  otiier  neiHb  pn- 


tendons)  under  wludi  tiie  United  States  were  placed 
in  the  eleventh  artide  of  the  treaty  of  albanoe  ot  tbe 
6tb  of  February,  111&,  by  which  they  were  bound 
forever  to  guarantee  from  that  time  the  then  poosea- 
dons  of  tbe  Crown  of  Stance  in  America,  as  well  as 
those  which  it  mi^  acquire  by  the  firtore  treaty  of 
peace  iritii  Great  Britain;  all  tiiese  possesnons  hav- 
ing been,  it  is  bdieved,  conquered,  at  or  not  long 
after  tbe  exchange  of  tbe  ratifications  of  the  conven- 
tion of  September,  1800,  by  the  arms  of  Great 
Britdn  from  France. 

*'  Ibe  fifth  artide  e£  tbe  amendments  to  tbe  con- 
stitution provides :  '  nor  diall  private  property  be 
taken  for  public  use  withont  just  compensation.*  If 
tbe  indemnities  to  wbidi  dtixens  of  the  Uidtcd 
States  were  entitled  for  French  spoliations  prior  to 
the  80tii  <^  September,  1800,  have  been  appropri- 
ated to  absolve  the  United  States  fiom  tbe  fidfitnient 
of  an  obligation  which  tiiey  bad  contracted,  or  from 
the  payment  of  indemnities  wbidi  tbey  were  bound 
to  m^e  to  France,  the  Senate  is  most  competent  to 
detvmine  bow  far  sudi  an  approiHiatlon  is  a  pubBc 
use  of  private  property  within  the  ejint  of  the  ccn> 
stitution,  and  whether  equitable  condderatitma  do 
not  require  some  compensation  to  be  made  to  tbe 
claimants.  The  Senate  is  also  best  aUe  to  estiniato 
tbe  probability  which  existed  <^  an  ultimate  reoov- 
ery  from  France  of  tbe  amount  dne  for  those  inden* 
idties,  If  they  had  not  been  renounced ;  in  makiBg 
wUdi  estimate,  it  will,  no  doubt,  give  just  vrei^t  lo 
tiie  puniul  condderation  that  repeated  and  argent 
appeals  have  been,  in  vain,  made  to  the  jostioe  <f 
f^oe  for  satisfaction  of  flagrant  wrongs  otBnmitted 
npon  pn^rty  of  other  dtizens  of  the  united  States 
sobsequent  to  the  period  of  the  80th  of  September, 
1800." 

Before  the  interfereooe  of  oar  OoTemment 
with  these  claims,  they  oonstitated  jost  de- 
mands ag^Dst  the  GU>Temment  of  France. 
They  were  not  vegoe  expeotatSons  of  posable 
f attire  indenmity  for  iigaries  received,  too 
nnoertun  to  be  regarded  as  vatoable,  or  be 
esteemed  property.  They  were  just  demands, 
and,  as  sacb,  they  were  property.  The  courts 
of  law  took  notice  of  them  as  proper^.  They 
were  capable  of  being  devism,  of  being  dis- 
tribnted  among  heirs  and  next  of  kin,  and  at 
being  tranafemd  and  asdgned,  like  other 
legal  and  just  debts.  A  daSa  or  demand  for 
a  ship  niunsth'  s^zed  and  confiscated  is  prop- 
erty, as  dear^  as  the  ^ip  itselt  It  may  not 
be  io  raloable  or  so  cert^ ;  bat  it  is  as  clear 
a  right  and  has  been  nnifunnly  so  r^arded  by 
the  conrts  of  law.  Tbe  papers  show  that  Ameri- 
can citizens  had  claims  against  Hie  FPencfa 
Qovemment  for  six  hoodred  and  fifteen  Teasels 
nnlawfnlly  seized  and  confiscated.  If  this  were 
so,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  GoTemmeat 
of  the  United  States  can  release  these  olums 
for  its  own  benefit,  with  any  more  propriety 
tiian  it  coold  have  applied  the  money  to  its 
own  nse,  if  the  French  Grovemmeat  bad  been 
ready  to  make  compensatiOD,  in  mon^,  fw  the 
pr(^>erty  thus  illegally  seized  and  oonnsc^ed  ; 
or  now  the  CioTWnment  oonld  appropriate  to  it- 
self the  Jnst  d^ma  which  the  ownors  of  fbtae 
tax  hnncured  and  fifteen  vesflela  held  agid^  the 
wnug-doen,  withont  making  oompenaatkm. 
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any  more  than  it  coold  appropriate  to  itself, 
without  making  compensation,  six  hnndred 
and  fifteen  ahips  vhich  had  not  been  seized. 
I  do  notmean  to  saythat  the  rate  of  compensa- 
tion shoold  be  the  same  in  both  cases ;  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  a  claim  for  a  ship  is  of  as 
much  Talne  as  a  ship ;  bnt  I  mean  to  say  that 
both  the  one  and  me  other  are  property,  and 
that  GoTermnent  oannot,  with  jnstlce,  deprive 
a  man  of  either,  fix  its  own  benefit,  wiuoat 
making  a  bir  oompenaatftu. 

It  will  be  pdrc^T«d  at  imce.  sir,  that  these 
«I^ms  do  not  rest  on  ite  gronnd  of  any  neglect 
or  omisrion,  on  the  part  os  the  OoTeniment  of 
tbe  ITnited  States,  in  demanding  satis&otion 
ttffta  France.  That  is  not  the  ground.  The 
Goremment  of  Ihe  TJmted  States,  in  that 
respect,  performed  its  fall  duty.  It  remon- 
strated agunst  these  illegal  seizores ;  it  insisted 
on  redress;  it  sent  two  special  misnons  to 
France,  charged  ezpresdy,  among  other  dnties, 
with  tlie  dnty  of  demanoing  indemnity.  Bat 
France  had  her  snbjects  of  complaint,  also, 
against  the  Government  of  the  Umted  States, 
miioh  ahe  ]ve8sed  with  eqnal  earnestness  and 
oonfldence,  and  which  she  would  ndther  post- 
pone nor  relinqnish,  except  on  the  oonditloQ 
that  the  United  States  would  postpone  or  re- 
linqnish these  claims.  And  to  meet  this  ooa- 
dition,  and  to  restore  harmony  between  the 
two  nations,  the  United  States  did  agree,  first 
to  postpone,  and  afterwards  to  relinqnish, 
these  claims  of  its  own  citizens.  In  other 
words,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
booght  off  tiie  daims  of  France  against  itseli^ 
by  dischaiging  claims  of  our  own  dtixena 
against  France. 

This,  sir,  is  the  gronnd  on  which  these 
ciUzena  think  they  have  a  clum  for  reasonable 
indenuiity  agunst  their  own  Government. 
And  now,  sir,  before  proceeding  to  the  di»< 
pnted  part  of  the  case,  permit  me  to  state 
vbat  is  admitted. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  Is  nnlversaUr  ad- 
mitted that  these  petitioners  once  had  just 
claims  against  Uie  Government  of  F^<%  on 
account  ci  these  Olegal  esptores  and  oondiem- 
nations. 

In  the  next  place,  it  is  adnutted  that  these 
diums  no  longer  exist  against  France;  that 
they  have,  In  some  way,  been  extin^oished  or 
released,  as  to  her:  and  that  she  is  forever 
dischu>ged  firom  all  duty  of  paying  or  satisfying 
them,  in  whole  or  in  pvt. 

These  two  points  otHng  admitted,  it  is  then 
necessary,  in  o^er  to  support  the  present  bill, 
to  «ia*ti»^Ti  fyta  propoflitions : 

1.  That  these  dainoB  subdsted  agunst  France 
up  to  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  September, 
1800,  between  France  and  the  United  States. 

3.  That  they  were  released,  surrendered,  or 
extinguished,  by  that  treaty,  its  amendment 
in  the  Senate,  and  the  manner  of  its  final 
ratification. 

a.  Tiiat  they  were  thus  released,  surrendered, 
or  extinguished,  tot  pditiool  and  national  oon- 
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sider&tions,  for  oUects  and  purposes  deemed 
important  to  the  United  States,  bnt  in  which 
these  clainuuits  bad  no  more  interest  than  any 
other  citizens. 

4.  That  the  amount  or  measnre  of  indemnity 
proposed  by  this  bill  is  no  more  t^an  a  &ir 
and  reasonable  compensatitm,  so  far  as  we  can 
judge  by  what  has  been  done  in  similar  cases. 

1.  Were  these  subsisting  claims  against 
France  np  to  the  time  <^  the  treaty  (  It  is  a 
conclurave  answer  to  this  question,  to  say  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  insisted 
that  they  did  exist,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
treaty,  and  demanded  indemnity  for  tiiem,  and 
that  the  French  Government  folly  admitted 
their  existence,  and  acknowledged  ite  obligation 
to  make  such  indemnity. 

Hie  negotiation,  which  terminated  in  the 
treaty,  was  opened  by  a  direct  proposition  for 
Indemnity,  made  by  our  ministers,  the  Justice 
and  propnety  of  which  was  immediately  ao- 
ceded  to  by  titie  nunisters  of  France. 

Chi  the  7th  of  April,  1800,  in  their  first  letter 
to  the  ministers  of  Trmoe,  Messrs.  Ellsworth, 
Davie,  and  Hurray,  say : 

"  Citizen  mimsters :  The  imdeimgned,  i^iptedstiiig 
the  value  of  time,  and  wishing  by  frankness  to  evince 
tbeir  einceritT,  enter  directly  upm  the  grest  dyect 
of  thdr  ndsBlon— an  <d>ject  whldi  they  believe  may 
be  beet  obtained  by  avoiding  to  retrace  mhnitely  tbe 
too  well  known  and  too  painful  Inddents  iriiich  have 
rendered  a  negotlalion  neceesory. 

"  To  Badsfy  the  demands  of  justice,  and  render  a 
reconciliation  cordial  and  permanent,  tbey  propose 
an  amivement,  sach  as  shall  be  oompatiUe  with 
natioiittl  honor  and  existing  dnmmstattoes,  to  asoet^ 
tain  and  dlscha^e  the  equHdde  olaimB  of  the  dtl- 
sens  of  etther  niUlon  upon  the  other,  whether  found- 
ed on  contract,  treaty,  or  the  law  of  nations.  The 
way  behig  thus  prepared,  the  undersigned  will  be  at 
liberty  to  stipulate  for  that  redprodty  and  freedom 
of  (XHiimerdal  intenMotse  between  the  two  ooontriea 
whidi  most  easendally  omtribnte  to  thdr  mutual  ad- 
vantage. 

**  Sbonid  this  general  view  of  the  snlgect  be  ap- 
proved by  the  mudsters  plenipotentiary  to  whom  it 
U  addrened,  the  details,  it  is  presumed,  nuiy  be 
eaaly  adjusted,  and  that  confidence  restored  iriudi 
ought  never  to  kave  been  shakoL** 

To  this  letter  the  French  ministers  bnmedi- 
ate^  returned  tiie  following  answer : 

"numfa^tersplenlpotentiary  of  tbe  Frendi  Be- 
pabUc  have  read  attentively  the  proportion  for  a 
plan  of  negotiation  which  was  ccmmnnicated  to  them 
by  the  envoys  extraordinary  and  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary of  tbe  United  States  of  America. 

*'  Tbey  think  that  the  first  olyect  of  the  uegotifr 
tton  ought  to  be  the  detennination  of  the  regula- 
tions, and  the  steps  to  be  followed  for  the  estlmiMwi 
and  indemniflcatloa  of  bijuries  for  which  dther  na- 
tion may  make  clum  for  itself,  or  for  any  of  its  citi- 
zens. And  that  the  second  object  is  to  assure  tbe 
ezecatlcn  d  treaties  of  friendship  and  commeroe 
made  between  the  two  nations,  and  the  acoranpUdK 
ment  <d  tiw  views  of  ledpncsl  advant^^  whidi 
■Dggested  them." 

It  is  oertiln,  tiierafon,  that  tbe  negotlatioa 
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oonuneDoed  in  the  reGOgnitio%  by  both  partiea, 
of  the  axjstenoe  of  indlTidnal  daim^  and  of  the 
Jostioe  ot  making  aatisfhotion  for  them ;  and  it 
u  eqiian3r  dear  that,  thronghont  the  whole 
neffoination,  neither  part7  suggested  that  theae 
olunu  had  alreadjr  been  either  satisfied  or  ez- 
tingi^ed;  and  it  is  indispntable  that  the 
treaty  itself  in  the  second  article,  expressly 
admitted  their  ezistencej  and  solemnly  recog- 
nized the  dnty  of  providing  for  them  at  some 
fatore  period. 

It  will  be  observed,  sir,  that  the  French 
negotiators,  in  their  first  letter,  while  they 
admit  the  Justice  of  providing  indemnity  for 
individual  claims,  bring  forward,  also,  claims 
ariung  under  tretities;  taking  care,  thus  early, 
to  adranee  the  pretoirionB  of  Snnoe  on  ao- 
oonnt  of  alleged  violatlonB  "by  the  United  States 
of  the  treatTes  of  1778.  On  that  part  of  the 
ease,  I  shall  say  something  hereafter  j  bat  I 
use  this  first  letter  of  Hiie  French  miniater,  at 
present  only  to  show  that,  from  the  first,  the 
Frendi  Government  admitted  its  oblintioiis  to 
indemniiy  indiTidnala  vbo  had  safBexw.  wrongs 
and  injuries. 

The  honorable  member  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Wbiaht)  contends,  sir,  that,  at  the  time  of 
ooncluding  the  treaty,  these  claims  had  ceased 
to  exist.  He  says  that  a  war  had  taken  place 
between  the  United  States  and  Flranoe,  and  by 
the  war  the  claims  had  heooma  extii^nnished. 
I  differ  from  tbe  honorable  member,  both  as 
to  the  fact  of  war,  and  as  to  the  oonseqnenoes 
to  be  deduced  from  it,  in  this  case,  even  if 
pnhiio  war  bad  existed.  If  we  admit,  for 
argument's  sake,  that  war  bad  existed,  yet  we 
find  that,  on  the  restoration  of  amity,  both 
parties  admit  the  Justice  of  these  <daims  and 
their  continued  existence,  and  the  party  against 
which  they  are  preferred  acknowledges  her 
obligation,  and  expresses  her  willingness  to  pay 
them.  The  mere  fact  of  war  can  never  extin- 
guish any  dum.  If^  indeed,  ddms  for  indem- 
nity be  the  professed  ground  of  a  war,  uid 
peace  be  aft^wards  c(nidiided  without  obtain- 
big  any  acknowledgment  oi  the  right,  such  a 
peace  may  be  construed  to  be  a  relinqnish- 
ment  of  the  ri^^  on  the  ground^that  the  qnes- 
tioQ  has  been  put  to  the  arbitration  of  the 
Bword,  and  deolded.  But,  if  a  war  be  waged  to 
enforce  a  disputed  dmm,  and  it  be  earned  on 
till  the  adverse  party  admit  the  clium,  and 
agree  to  provide  for  its  paymmt,  it  would  be 
strange,  indeed,  to  hdd  that  the  daim  itself  was 
extingnished  by  the  very  war  which  had  oom- 
pelled  its  express  recognition.  Kow,  what- 
ever we  call  that  state  ot  things  which  existed 
between  the  United  States  and  France  from 
2798  to  1800;  it  is  erident  that  neitha-  party 
oontoided  or  supposed  that  it  had  bem  soeh  a 
state  of  things  as  had  extingnished  individual 
daims  for  indemnity  tor  illegal  sdznres  and 
eonfiscations. 

The  honorable  member,  sir,  to  sust^  his 
point,  must  prove  that  the  United  States  -went 
to  war  to  vindicate  these  ohdms;  that  they 
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waged  that  war  nnsaooessfully ;  and  that  they 
were  therefore  glad  to  make  peace,  wifboot 
obtaining  payment  of  the  claims,  or  any  ad- 
minion  of  their  justice.  I  am  hiqipy,  sir,  to 
say  that  In  my  opinion,  fiicts  do  not  antfaorize 
any  such  record  to  be  made  up  against  tbe 
United  States.  I  thinlc  it  is  dear,  sir,  that 
whatever  ndsunderstaDding  existed  between 
the  United  States  and  ]naoce,  it  did  not 
amount,  at  any  time,  to  open  and  public  war. 
It  is  certain  that  the  amicable  relations  of  the 
two  countries  were  much  disturbed ;  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  United  States  authorized  armed 
reafetance  to  Frrach  captures,  and  the  ct^torea 
of  French  vessela  of  war  fbnnd  Ikovering  on 
our  coast;  but  it  is  certain,  also,  not  only  that 
there  was  no  declaration  of  war,  on  either  ride, 
but  that  the  United  States,  under  all  f3i^  ptOY- 
ocati<ms,  did  nem  anthoriae  general  reprisals 
on  Freudi  oommeroe.  At  the  very  moment 
irhen  the  gentlenun  s^  war  raged  between 
the  Unitea  States  and  France,  Frendi  dtizens 
oame  into  our  courts^  in  their  own  names, 
cUumed  restitution  for  property  seized  by 
American  cruisers,  and  obtamed  decrees 
restitution.  They  claimed  as  citizens  of  France, 
and  obtained  rratoration,  in  our  courts,  as  citi- 
zens of  France.  It  must  have  been  a  Bingular 
war,  sir^  which  sudt  proceedings  could  take 
place.  Upra  a  fair  view  of  the  whole  matter, 
Ur.  President,  it  wUl  be  fbnnd,  I  think,  that 
evenr  thing  done  by  the  United  States  was  de- 
fensive. So  part  of  it  was  ever  retaHatory. 
The  United  States  did  not  take  justice  into 
their  own  hands. 

The  strongest  measure,  perhaps,  adopted  by 
Congress  was  the  act  of  May  28,  1798.  Tbe 
honorable  member  from  New  Tork  has  refer- 
red to  this  act,  and  chiefiy  relies  upon  it,  to 
prove  the  existence  or  the  commencement,  <^ 
actual  war.  But  does  it  prove  eitlier  the  one 
or  the  other ! 

It  is  not  an  act  declaring  war ;  it  is  not  an 
act  authorizing  reprisals;  it  is  not  an  act 
whidi,  in  any  w^r,  at^owledgea  Ha  aotoal 
existenoe  of  war.  Its  whole  inmHcation  and 
inqwrt  is  the  other  way.  Its  titie  1^  "  An  act 
more  effectually  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
coasts  of  the  United  Statea." 

TioB  is  its  preamble : 

WhflreM  anned  Teasels,  niling  under  urthority, 
or  pretence  of  aathority,  from  the  Bqniblie  of 

Fnmoe,  have  committed  depredations  on  tbe  oob* 
merce  of  the  United  States,  and  have  recently  cap- 
tured the  vessels  and  property  of  dtixens  thereof,  oo 
and  near  tbe  coasts,  in  violation  of  the  Uv  of  na- 
tions, and  treaties  between  the  UiJted  States  and  the 
f^radi nation:  therefiwe^ — 

And  then  follows  its  only  aedtoi,  In  tbeae 
words: 

"Sec  1.  £«itenaeted.Jbi^  That  Hsball  belaw^ 
fnlforthe  PreddeDtof  the  Vidted  States,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,  to  instruct  and  direct  the  c«ai- 
manders  OC  the  armed  vessels  bdongiog  to  tba 
United  Stite^  to  sd»|  take,  and  l»iiig  into  ai^  port 
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of  the  TTnited  States,  to  be  proceeded  ■gunst  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  nations,  any  such  armed  Tea- 
sel which  shall  hare  oonunitted,  or  which  shall  be 
fooDd  faoTering  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  ptupose  of  committing  depredations  on  the 
Tessels  belonging  to  dtizens  thereof;  and  also  re- 
take any  ship  or  ressel,  of  mj  citizen  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  which  may  liare  been  captured  by 
any  such  armed  Teesel." 

This  act,  it  is  trae,  authorized  the  use  of 
force,  under  certain  ciromnBtanoes,  and  for  cer- 
tain objeotB,  against  French  vessels.  Bat  there 
may  be  acts  of  authorized  force,  there  may  be 
assaults,  there  may  be  battles,  there  may  be 
oaptnrea  of  ships  and  imprisonment  of  persons, 
and  yet  no  general  war.  Oases  of  this  land 
may  oocnr  xmder  that  practice  of  retortion 
irhtcfa  isjnstified,  when  adopted  for  Jost  canse, 

Sthe  laws  and  nsages  of  nations,  and  which 
the  writers  distingaiah  from  general  war. 
The  first  provision  in  this  law  is  purely  pre- 
ventive and  defensive ;  and  the  other  hardly 
goes  beyond  it  Armed  vessels  hovering  on 
onr  ooast,  and  captnring  oar  vessels,  under 
aathority,  or  pretence  ot  authority,  fh>m  a 
foreign  State,  might  be  captured  and  brooght 
in,  and  vessos  ahready  seized  by  them  re- 
taken. The  act  is  lunited  to  armed  vessels; 
but  why  was  tbia,  if  general  war  existed  f  Why 
was  not  the  naval  power  of  the  coontry  let 
loose  at  onoe,  if  there  ver«  war,  against  the 
oommeroe  of  the  enemy  ?  The  omisers  of 
IVanoe  were  preying  on  onrocnomeroe;  if^ere 
was  war,  why  were  we  restrained  from  general 
reprisals  on  her  commerce  V  This  restraining 
of  the  operation  of  onr  naval  marine  to  armed 
vessels  of  France,  and  to  sudi  of  them  only  as 
should  be  foond  faovering  on  our  coast,  for  the 
purpose  of  committing  depredations  on  onr 
commerce,  instead  of  proving  a  state  of  war. 
proves,  I  think,  irresistibly,  that  a  state  01 
general  war  did  not  exist  Bat  even  if  this  act 
of  Congress  left  the  matter  doabtftd,  other  acts 
passed  at  uid  near  the  same  time  demon- 
strate the  understanding  of  Oongreas  to  have 
been,  that  althoogfa  religions  between  the  two 
countries  were  greatly  dlBtorbed,  yet  that  war 
did  not  exist  On  the  same  day  Qtaj  88, 
1796)  In  which  this  act  passed,  on  vidm  the 
member  from  Hew  York  lays  so  much  stress, 
as  proving  the  actual  existence  of  war  with 
France,  Oongress  passed  another  act,  entitled 
"An  act  anthorizing  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States  to  raise  a  provisional  army ;  " 
and  the  first  eeotiou  declared  that  the  Presi- 
dent shonld  be  anthorized,  ^  In  the  event  of  a 
declaration  of  war  against  the  United  States, 
or  of  actual  invasion  over  their  territory  by  a 
fortign  power,  or  of  imminent  danger  9$  each 
InvaooD,  to  oanae  to  be  eollBted,"  ten  theo- 
sand  men. 

On  the  16th  of  July  following  Oongress 
passed  the  law  for  augmenting  the  army,  the 
second  section  of  whidt  anthorized  the  IVed- 
dent  to  raise  twelve  additional  regiments  of 
infimtrx,  and  six  troops  of  light  dn^goon^  "  to 


be  enlisted  for  and  during  the  continuance  oS 
the  existing  difierences  between  the  United 
States  and  the  French  BepubUc,  nnless  sooner 
discharged,"  &o. 

The  following  ^rin^  by  the  act  of  the  Sd 
of  March,  1799,  entitled  "  An  act  ^ving  event- 
ual aathority  to  the  Fre^dent  of  the  United 
States  to  angment  the  anny,"  Oonmaa  pro* 
vided  that  it  snonld  be  lawftil  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  case  war  should  break 
ont  between  the  United  States  and  a  for^gn 
European  Power,  &c.,  to  raise  twenty-foor 
regiments  of  infantry,  &c.  And  in  the  act  for 
bettor  oi^aidzing  the  army,  passed  the  next 
day,  Oongress  repeats  the  declaration,  contain- 
ed in  a  former  act,  that  certain  provisions 
shall  not  take  effect  unless  war  shall  break  ont 
between  the  United  States  and  some  European 
prkice,  potentate,  or  State. 

On  the  20th  of  Febroary,  1800,  an  act  was 
passed  to  soapoid  the  act  fyt  angmcmting  the 
army ;  and  this  last  act  declared  that  farther 
enlistiaaits  should  be  suspended  until  &e 
farther  order  of  Confess,  unless  in  the  recess 
of  Congress,  and  durmg  the  continuance  of  the 
existing  differences  between  the  United  States 
and  the  French  Republic,  war  should  break 
oat  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Bepnblic,  or  imminent  daiujer  <tf  an  invarion  of 
their  territory  hy  the  said  B^nblio  should  he 
discovered. 

On  the  14th  of  Hay,  1800,  four  months 
before  the  conclasicm  of  the  treatry,  Congress 
passed  an  act  authorizing  tiie  suspension  of 
military  ^pointments,  and  the  diacharga  oS 
troops  under  the  provinons  of  the  previous 
laws.  No  commentaiy  Is  necessaiy,  sir,  on  the 
texte  of  these  statntea,  to  show  that  Con- 
gress never  recognized  the  eziBtenoe  of  war 
between  the  United  States  and  Fhiuoe.  They 
apprehended  war  might  break  ont;  and  they 
made  snitable  provision  for  that  exisenoy, 
should  it  oocur ;  but  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
reconcile  the  express  and  so  often  rented 
declarations  of  .these  statutes  commencmg  in 

1798,  ranning  through  1799,  and  ending  in 
1800,  with  the  actual  existence  of  war  between 
the  two  oonntries  at  any  period  within  those 
years. 

The  honraaUe  monber's  aeoond  prine^ 
Sonne  aignment,  to  make  ont  tibe  fiutt  m  a 
state  ct  war,  is  me  several  nm-interoonrse 
acta.  And  here  ag^  it  seems  to  me  an  uaetly 
oppo«ite  inference  is  the  true  <xie.  In  1798, 

1799,  and  1800,  acts  of  Congress  were  passed 
suspending  the  oommerdalinterconrse  between 
the  United  States,  each  for  one  year.  Did 
any  Government  ever  pass  a  law  of  temporary 
non-intercourse  with  a  public  enemy  f  Such  a 
law  would  be  little  less  tiian  an  absurdity.  War 
itself  effectually  creates  non-intercourse.  It 
renders  all  trade  with  the  enemy  illegal,  and, 
^  course,  subjects  all  vessels  so  found  engaged, 
with  their  cargoes,  to  capture  and  condemna- 
tion as  enemy's  property.  The  first  o!  these 
laws  was  passed  Jane  18, 1798,  the  last  Febm- 
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aiy,  27,  1800.  Will  the  honorable  member 
from  New  York  tell  na  when  the  war  com- 
n^enced  ?  When  did  it  bret^  oat  ?  When  did 
those  "  differenoea,"  of  whioh  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress spea^assnme  a  character  of  general 
hostility  f  Was  there  a  state  of  war  on  the  18^ 
of  Jane,  1798,  when  Ooogress  passed  the  first 
uon-interoonrse  aot:  and  did  Ocmgrea^  in  a 
state  of  pnblie  war,  lindt  non-interoonrse  with 
the  enemy  to  one  year?  Or  was  there  a 
state  cS  peace  in  Jnne,  1798 !  and,  if  so,  I  ask 
again,  at  what  time,  after  that  period,  and 
before  September,  1800,  did  the  war  break 
onti  Dimcttlties  of  no  small  magnitude  sor- 
TOODd  the  gentleman,  I  think,  whatever  course 
he  takes  through  these  statutes,  while  he 
attempts  to  prove  from  them  a  state  of  war. 
The  trnth  is,  they  prove,  incontestably,  a  state 
of  peace;  a  state  of  endangered,  distnrbed, 
luritated  peace;  bat  still  a  state  of  peace. 
Finding  tkonsdves  in'  a  state  of  great  mis- 
nnderstanding  and  oontentioa  with  France, 
and  seeing  our  commerce  s  daUy  pr^  to  the 
rapacity  of  her  ordBerB,  the  Umted  States 
preferrod  non-interconrae  to  war.  This  is  the 
ground  of  the  non-interoonrse  acta.  Appre- 
nendiog,  nevertheless,  that  war  might  break 
ont,  CoDgress  made  pmdent  provision  for  it  by 
annnenting  the  nulitary  force  of  the  coantry. 
This  is  the  ground  of  the  laws  for  reusing  a 
provisional  army.  The  entire  provisions  of  all 
these  laws  necessarily  Bapp(w#  an  existing 
state  of  peace ;  bat  they  imply  also  an  «>pre- 
hension  that  war  might  commence.  Jor  a 
state  of  actual  war  uiey  were  all  nnsaited; 
and  acme  of  tiiem  woold  hare  be«i,  in  sojih  a 
Btate^  prepostenniB  and  absord.  To  a  state  of 

jiresent  peace,  but  distorbed,  intemipted,  and 
ikely  to  terminate  In  open  hoetifities,  they 
were  all  perfectly  well  adapted.  And  as  many 
of  these  acts,  in  express  terms,  speak  of  war  as 
not  aotaally  existing,  bnt  as  likdy  or  liable  to 
break  oat,  it  is  clear,  beyond  all  reasonable 
question,  that  Oongress  never,  at  any  time, 
r^arded  the  state  of  things  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  France  as  bemg  a  state 
of  war. 

As  little  ^d  the  Execative  Government  so 
regwd  it,  as  must  be  apparent  from  the 
insbuctions  given  to  our  mmistera,  when  the 
mission  was  sent  to  Franoe.  Those  instruo- 
tiona,  having  reonrred  to  tiie  numerons  aote  of 
wrong  committed  on  the  oommeroe  of  the 
United  States  and  the  reftual  of  indemnity  by 
the  Qoveniment  of  France,  proceed  to  say : 

"  Thia  oondact  of  the  French  Republic  woald  veil 
have  jostifled  an  immediate  declantion  of  war  on 
Ae  put  of  the  United  States ;  but,  dedroas  of  main- 
tuning  peace,  and  still  willing  to  leave  open  the  door 
of  recondliatiOQ  with  France,  the  United  States  con- 
tented tib^naelves  with  prepuataona  for  defence,  emd 
measures  calcolated  to  protect  their  commerce.'* 

It  is  equally  dear,  on  the  other  band,  that 
neither  the  Fkaach  Govemment  nor  the  French 
minlsten  acted  on  the  sappoBltton  Hiat  war  had 
existed  between  the  two  nations.  And  it  was 
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for  tbis  reason  that  they  hdd  the  treaties  of 
1778  still  binding.  Within  a  montii  or  two  of 
the  signature  of  the  treaty,  the  ministers  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  French  Bepablic  write  tiiu 
to  Messrs.  Ellsworth,  Davie,  and  Murray : 

"  Li  the  first  place,  they  will  inast  apon  the  prin- 
ciple already  laid  down,  in  thdr  fonner  note,  vi2. : 
that  the  treaties  which  united  France  and  the  United 
States  are  not  brc^en ;  that  even  mroonld  not  have 
broken  tliemf  but  that  the  state  of  T"'T™idiiatiii<l 
ing  wUoh  existed  for  some  time  between  Kanee  sad 
the  United  States,  by  the  act  (tf  some  agents  rather 
than  by  the  will  of  the  respective  GovemmentB,  baa 
not  been  a  state  of  war,  at  least  on  the  ride  of 
France.** 

Finally,  shr,  the  treaty  itself,  what  is  itt 
It  is  not  called  a  treaty  of  peace;  it  does  not 
provide  for  putting  an  end  to  hostiUtieeL  It 
says  not  one  word  of  any  preceding  war ;  but 
it  does  say  that  "differences"  have  arisen 
between  the  two  States,  and  that  they  have, 
therefore,  respectively,  appointed  their  plen- 
ipotentiaries, and  given  tiiem  full  power  to 
treat  upon  those  "  differences,*'  and  to  termi- 
nate the  same. 

But  Qio  second  article  of  the  treaty,  as 
negotiated  and  agreed  on  by  the  ministers  of 
boui  GloTenfuuaits,  is,  of  itself^  a  complete  re- 
futation of  tbe  whole  argument  which  is  niiped 
agunst  this  bill,  on  the  ground  that  the  elanns 
had  been  extinguished  by  war,  since  that  arti- 
cle distinotly  and  expressly  aoknowledgee  the 
existence  of  the  clfums,  and  contains  a  solemn 
pledge  that  the  two  Oovemments,  not  being 
able  to  agree  on  them  at  present,  will  negotiate 
fiirtber  on  theni,  at  convenient  time  there- 
after. Whether  we  look,  then,  to  the  deasxjsa 
of  the  American  courts,  to  the  acts  of  CoaipesB, 
to  the  instmctions  of  ^e  American  Exeontive 
Government,  to  the  language  of  our  minister^ 
to  the  dedarations  ot  thel^renoh  Government 
and  the  French  ministers,  or  to  the  uneqaivocal 
language  of  the  treafy  itself  as  onginaUy 
agreed  to,  we  meet  irrenstible  pnxrf  of  ^ 
truth  of  the  declaration,  that  tiie  state  oi  mis- 
understanding which  had  existed  between  the 
two  coxmtries  was  not  war. 

If  the  treaty  bad  remained  as  the  ministers  on 
both  sides  agreed  upon  it,  the  daimants,  tfaovgh 
their  indemnity  was  postponed,  wonld  have 
had  no  just  clium  on  their  own  Govermnent. 
But  the  treaty  did  not  remain  in  this  state. 
This  second  article  was  stricken  out  by  the 
Senate;  and,  in  order  to  see  the  obvioDs 
motive  of  the  Senate  in  thus  striking  ont  the 
seocmd  artide,  allow  me  to  read  the  whole 
artide.  It  is  in  the»  words : 

"Themiiustera  plenipotentiary  of  the  two  p«rtie« 
not  b^ng  able  to  agree,  at  present,  leqnotiQg  ilt» 
treaty  of  alliance  of  the  6th  of  February,  IIIS^  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  of  the  same  date,  and 
the  convention  of  the  14th  of  KoTember,  1788,  nor 
upon  the  indemnities  mutually  due  or  d^inwt,  the 
parties  will  nc^tiate  further  on  these  satgecta  at  a 
convenient  time ;  and  mail  tliey  may  have  agreed 
npMi  these  pdnta,  the  said  trsatieB  «id  OMmutkn 
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dull  have  no  opentiim,  and  the  relations  of  the  two 
conntries  eball  be  r^nlated  as  foUovs." 

The  article  thos  stipulating  to  make  the 
claims  of  fVance,  onder  tlie  old  treaties,  mat- 
ter of  fhrtber  n^tiation,  in  order  to  get  rid 
of  snoh  negotiation,  and  the  whole  subject 
the  Senate  stnick  out  the  entire  article,  and 
ratified  the  trealr  in  this  corrected  form. 
France  ratified  the  treaty,  as  thus  amended, 
with  the  fluiher  declantlon  tha^  hj  tfans  re- 
trenolung  the  second  article,  the  two  -  nations 
renounce  the  respeotive  pretensions  which 
were  the  object  of  the  article.  In  this  declara- 
tion of  the  French  Qovemment,  the  Senate  after* 
wards  acquiesced ;  so  that  the  Government  of 
France,  by  this  retrenchment,  agreed  to  re- 
nounce her  claims  under  the  treaties  of  1778, 
and  tiie  United  States^  in  like  manner,  renooncea 
the  clums  of  their  citizens  for  indeomiliee  dae 
to  them. 

And  this  proree,  ur,  the  second  proposition 
which  I  stated  at  the  oommenoement  of  my 
remarks,  viz. :  that  these  claims  were  rdeased, 
relinquished,  or  extingnished,  by  the.amoid- 
ment  of  the  treaty,  and  its  ratification  as 
amended.  It  Is  only  necessaiy  to  add,  on  this 
point,  that  these  claims  for  captures  before 
1800  would  hare  been  good  claite  under  the 
late  treaty  with  France,  and  would  have  come 
in  for  a  dividend  in  the  fanA  provided  by  that 
treaty,  if  they  had  not  been  released  by  the 
treaty  of  1600.  And  they  ar&  now  excluded 
from  all  participation  in  the  boieflt  oi  the  late 
treaty,  because  of  sadi  release  or  extingnish- 
ment  by  that  of  1800. 

In  the  third  plac&  nr,  it  is  to  be  proved,  if 
it  be  not  proved  already,  that  these  claims 
were  sanwMered,  or  relMsed  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  oa  national  oon> 
sideraticmL  and  for  oUeots  in  which  these 
claimants  had  no  more  mtereat  tlian  any  other 
citizens. 

Now,  nr,  Z  da  not  feel  called  on  to  make  out 
that  the  chdms  and  com^ints  of  France  agtdnst 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  were  well 
founded.  It  is  certain  that  she  put  forth  sach 
claims  and  oomplunts,  and  incdsted  on  them  to 
the  end.  It  is  certain  that,  by  the  treaty  of 
allianceof 1778.  the  United  States  didgnarantee 
to  France  her  West  India  possessions.  It  is  cer- 
tain that,  by  the  treaty  of  commerce  of  the  same 
date,  the  United  States  stipulated  that  French 
vessels  of  war  mi^t  bring  thdr  prins  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  enemies 
of  France  should  not  enjoy  that  privilwe; 
and  it  is  certain  that  France  contended  that 
the  United  States  had  plainly  violated  this 
article,  as  well  1^  their  subsequent  treaty 
with  England  as  by  other  acts  of  the  Govern- 
ment. For  the  violation  of  these  treaties  she 
claimed  indemnity  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  Without  admitting  the 
justice  of  these  pretendons,  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  found  them  extremdy 
embarraaslng,  and  they  authorized  onr  minis- 
ters in  Xhuoe  to  hqy  uum  off  moauj. 


For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  justice  of 
the  present  bill,  it  is  not  neoessary  to  insist 
that  France  was  right  in  these  pretenaons. 
Right  or  wrwig,  Qie  United  States  were 
anziouB  to  ged  rid  of  the  embarrassments  which 
they  occasioned.  They  were  wilHng  to  com- 
promise the  matter.  The  ensting  state  of 
things,  thm,  was  ezaoUy  this : 

FMnce  admitted  that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  hadjnatolaimaagabBther;  but 
she  inristed  that  me,  oa  the  o&er  hand,  had 
just  claims  against  uie  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

She  would  not  satidy  our  dtazens,  till  onr 
Government  agreed  to  satisfy  her.  Finally,  a 
treaty  is  ratified,  by  whidi  the  (d^ms  on  lioth 
sides  are  renounced. 

The  only  question  is,  whether  the  relinquish- 
ment of  these  individual  ddms  was  the  price 
which  the  United  States  paid  for  the  relin- 
quishment, by  France,  of  her  claims  i^nabist 
onr  Government  I  And  who  can  doubt  it) 
Lot^  to  the  negotiatioD ;  the  claims  on  both 
Bides  were  dlsonssed  together.  Lo<^  to  the 
seoond  article  of  the  toeaty,  as  oridnaQy  agreed 
to ;  the  claims  on  both  rides  are  there  reserved 
together.  And  look  to  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment, and  to  the  subsequent  declaration  of  the 
Frentui  Government,  acquiesced  in  by  the  Sen- 
ate; and  there  the  claims  on  both  mdes  are  re- 
nounced together.  What  strcmser  proof  could 
there  be  of  mutuality  of  conmaeration  t  Sir, 
allow  me  to  pnt  this  direct  question  to  the  honor- 
able- member  from  New  York.  If  the  United 
States  did  not  agree  to  renounce  these  claims,  in 
coneideratiou  tluit  France  would  r^ounce  h^ra, 
what  was  the  reastm  why  th^  sorrendered 
thus  the  dainu  of  th^  own  oituensi  IMd 
th^  do  it  without  any  consideration  at  all  f 
Was  the  surrender  wholly  gratuitous  f  Did 
they  thus  solemnly  renounce  daims  for  indem- 
nity, so  just,  so  long  inristed  on  by  themselves, 
the  object  of  two  special  misrions,  the  subjects 
of  so  much  previous  controversy,  and  at  one 
time  BO  near  being  the  cause  of  open  war — did 
the  Government  surrender  and  renounce  them 
gratnitooaly,  or  for  nothing?  Had  it  no 
reasonable  motive  in  the  relinquishment?  Sir, 
it  is  impossible  to  mmntain  any  such  ^und. 

Hr.  OALnovH  ^toke  a  short  time  m  oi^k^ 
tioQ  to  the  bill. 

Varna.  Out  and  WiBsns  r^died  to  the 
oljjectiona  of  Mr.  OALHomr. 


TinBi>i.T,  January  18. 

The  Senate  took  up  for  consideration  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  bdng  the  bill  granting 
indemnity  to  United  States  citizens  for  spcdi^ 
tions  committed  by  France  on  the  Amertoan 
omnmerce  prior  to  the  year  1800. 

Ur.  Bdb  said  he  Sfmed  with  the  Senator 
fr<»n  UasBaehusetts,  (Hr.  Wkbstbb,)  that  the 
■al){eot  partakes  mncu  of  the  ohanoter  <tf  a 
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Judicial  question,  to  be  decided  by  the  effect 
of  treaties  and  the  general  law  of  nations. 

That  private  property  shall  not  be  taken, 
nor  applied  to  pabUo  nse,  withobt  just  com- 
pensation, is  a  principle  of  equity  ingrafted 
into  onr  oonstitation ;  not  made  by  it,  bnt 
expressly  recognized,  becanse  it  was  pre-ezist- 
isK,  uniTersal,  and  inunntable. 

The  property  proposed  to  be  compensated  by 
thU  bill  was  not  taken  by  l^e  QoTemment  of 
the  United  States,  bnt  by  ih»  GoTemment  of 
Franoe  and  French  citizens,  against  the  con- 
sent of  the  United  8tate&  in  violation  as  well 
of  the  law  of  nations  as  of  treaties  then  snbsist- 
iog  between  the  United  States  and  France. 
They  commenced  in  1798,  and  nm  to  the  80th 
of  September,  1800. 

The  argnment  is,  that  the  United  States  have 

Spiled  Uiese  claims  of  American  citizens  to 
eir  nse,  in  exchange  for  indemnities  dae  by 
the  United  States  to  Trance,  on  account  of  the 
Bupposed  breach  committeii  by  the  United 
States  oi  Hie  guarantee  of  the  French  West 
Kidia  posBesdonfl,  omtained  in  tiidr  treafy  of 
allianoe  (tf  the  fifth  of  Febroary,  1778,  and  for 
a  release  of  that  goaranty.  To  mrintrin  that 
argnment,  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  France  of  the 
6th  oi  Febroary,  1778,  the  treaty  of  alliance 
of  the  same  date,  and  the  oonsolar  convention 
of  the  14th  of  Kovember,  1788,  are  relied  on 
as  having  been  sabsisting  and  nndischar^^ 
obligations  ou  the  United  States  at  the  makmg 
'of  the  treaty  of  the  80th  September,  1800: 
moreover,  that  a  ea$u$fmderitj  provided  for  in 
the  treaty  ct  alliance,  had  oocnured ;  that  the 
tjnited  States  had  not  kept  their  stipulation  to 
guarantee  the  French  poeseesion  of  the  West 
udia  idands:  and  to  porohase  tiieh-  release 
from  E^oCLfor  that  past  breach,  and  from  the 
obligation  in  the  guaranty  in  future,  they  had 
T^eoaed  to  France  the  claims  of  the  Amerioan 

Those  releases  are  supposed  to  have  been 
wrought  by  the  united  effects  of  these  causes 
— ^the  act  of  the  Senate  in  expon^ng  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  1800 ;  t£e  assent 
of  France  to  that  retrenchment,  witii  the 
declaration  "provided  that  by  this  retrench- 
ment the  two  States  renounce  the  respective 
pretensions  which  are  the  ol^ect  of  the  said 
article ;  and  the  acceptance  of  saoh  ratification 
from  Franoe  by  the  Ireat^-makiDg  power  of 
the  United  States. 

If  that  guaranty  was  a  snbslsting  obligation 
at  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  1600,  and  if  the 
United  States  have  purchased  their  release 
from  the  guaranty,  or  from  indemnities  due  to 
France  for  a  past  breach  of  that  guaranty, 
in  consideration  of  the  ddms  of  American 
citizens  on  France,  th^  indeed  compensation 
is  due  to  such  citizens. 

Government  ought  to  protect  its  citizens 
in  their  lawful  pursuits  agtdnst  the  agressions 
of  foreign  powers  if  snoh  acts  be  committed 
against  the  law  of  nations  or  of  tnatiea.  The 
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Qovemment  Is  bound  to  come  to  the  asBistanoe 
of  its  citizens  in  seeking  retribntaon  for  fa- 
juri^  if  denied  by  the  ^gressor. 

But  these  rights  of  the  citizens  to  protection, 
and  this  daty  of  the  Government  to  aid  and 
assist  in  seeking  reMbntiou,  is  drcumacribed 
and  held  in  aubJeota<m  to  the  general  welfiue. 
The  Gtovemment  ought  to  prosecute  the  daims 
of  its  dtizena  nptm  a  fiirdgn  Govranment  with 
diligence  and  good  f^th.  The  dtaxens  hare  a 
tight  to  expect  that  their  claims  to  compensa- 
tion shall  not  be  injured  by  any  ill  oondnct  of 
their  own  Gor^'mnent,  But  no  mttuD.  baa 
the  right  to  demand  that  his  deim  npon  a 
foreign  Government  shall  be  pushed  by  his 
own  Government  to  the  extremity  of  war, 
much  less  to  a  war  which  is  incondstmt  with 
the  general  weal,  and  may  endanger  the 
national  existence  and  independenoeu  Soch 
are  the  limitations,  without  dissent,  promnl- 
gated  by  those  eminent  writers  who  have 
treated  of  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations, 
as  a  qratem  a£  mcn-aUtyt  Jnnspnidenoei,  and 
politics. 

Under  a  most  solemn  iznweadoa  of  the  hkili 
obligation  imposed  by  theOonstitntiaii  of  ue 
United  States  to  protect  onr  for^gn  commerce, 
as  being  one  among  the  leading  inducements 
to  its  adoption;  and  nnder  a  full  persnason 
that  an  established  character  of  Govemment 
for  the  observance  of  justice  and  good  fai^  is 
above  all  price,  (for  such  a  character  can  com- 
mand  the  sorplus  wealth  of  its  citizens  axid  of 
the  world,)  I  proceed  to  examine  the  conduct 
of  the  Govemment  of  the  United  States  relative 
to  the  olflima  now  broogbA  np  fi>r  coonpeiksa- 
tion. 

When  Freddent  WaaUngton  issued  bis  jm- 
damatitHi  of  neataralitg[  (ff  the  S2d  <tf  April, 
1798,  a  state  of  war  existed  between  Anuria. 
Fmsffla,  SardinifL  the  United  Netiierlanda,  and 
Great  Britain,  of  ih»  me  part,  and  France  on 
the  other,  lliat  man.  Justly  styled  "  first  m 
war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his 
countrymen,"  took  this  pomtion  for  his  oormtry 
after  a  mature  deIllMn«tion,  aided  by  the 
counsel  of  those  eminent  statesmen  and  jorists 
who  stood  responsible  to  him  and  to  the  people 
for  the  fidelity  of  their  conusels.  Mr.  Jefferaon, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  Kr.  Hamilton,  the 
Seoretanr  of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Edmnnd 
Bandolpik,  the  Attorney-General,  were,  of  the 
number  of  those  distinnished  dtinns  to  whoas 
reeeardhes  and  discnsnSons  Freddent  Washins- 
ton  had  recourse,  on  questions  of  great  pitbhs 
concern,  to  oaastbis  own  unrivalled  judgmat 
in  coming  to  a  just  oondumon.  After  matore 
deliberatum  npon  the  then  existing  state  of 
things,  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr. 
Brnton)  has  well  demonstrated,  Presidcoit 
Washington  adopted  and  punned  the  enlight- 
ened policy  of  observing  a  strict  nentrality, 
oultiv^ing  tite  friendship  of  all,  and  observing 
existing  treaties  with  ^>od  £uth.  He  detw< 
mined  that  the  United  States  were  of  li^t  to 
be  le^eotad  as  a  nentral  in  tiiat  war. 
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His  proclamation,  with  his  instniotionfl  to 
the  colloctors,  were  alluded  to  in  bis  speech  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress  on  t^e  8d  December, 
1798,  at  the  opening  of  their  ensains  session, 
and  were  laid  before  them.  The  adaresses  of 
the  Senate  and  of  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatirea^ 
res^ieetively,  in  answer,  express  for  each  House 
their  hearty  ^probation.   The  Senate  said : 

"  As  the  European  Powers  with  whom  the  United 
States  have  the  most  eztenaiTe  relations,  are  inrdTed 
in  war,  in  which  we  had  taken  no  part«  it  aeemed 
neocflsair  (hat  the  dlnodtion  at  the  nation  for 

rse  shonld  be  prmnugated  to  die  woiM,  as 
the  pnipose  oi  admonishing  our  dUzens  of  tlie 
omaeqaenoe  of  a  contraband  trade,  and  of  acts  hoe- 
tile  to  any  of  the  belUgerent  parties,  as  to  obtain,  by 
a  declaration  of  the  existing  l^al  state  of  tbin^  aa 
easier  admisedon  of  oar  right  to  the  immnnitiea  of 
our  BttnatloQ :  we  therefore  oontempUte  with  pleaa* 
nre  ttie  proclamation  by  jva  issaed,  and  gire  it  oar 
heai^  arawofaatfon.  we  deem  k  a  measnre  well- 
timed  ana  wise. 

The  address  of  the  Hoose  of  BepresentatiTea 
is  equally  explicit  in  the  expressions  of  their 
"  i^mrobation  and  pleasure  "  at  witnesring  the 
prodamation.  They  commend  it  aa  an  act  of 
proper  vigilanoe  to  guard  against  an  interruption 
of  uie  blessingB  of  peace,  and  as  promotinff  "  by 
a  declaration  of  tiie  extstmg  legal  state  of  tSings^ 
an  easier  admission  of  our  right  to  the  immuni- 
ties belonging  to  oar  situation." 

The  neutrality  of  the  United  States,  npon  the 
breaking  out  <ff  the  war  between  E^oe  and 
the  powers  of  "Earaipo,  was  that  ''legal  state 
of  things." 

In  the  speech  of  President  Washington  to 
both  Honses  of  Oon^ress,  on  the  19th  Novem- 
ber, 1794,  after  allnding  to  our  intercourse  with 
for^gn  nations,  and  to  rarcnmstanoes  which 
would  be  tnmsmitted,  he  proceeds : 

"However,  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to  an- 
nounce that  my  policy,  in  our  fordgn  transactions, 
has  been  to  cultivate  peace  with  all  tin  worid ;  to 
observe  treaties  with  pore  and  absolute  fidth;  to 
chwk  every  deviation  from  the  line  of  Impartial- 
ity," 

The  Senate  and  the  House  of  Bepreaentatives 
again  approved  the  policy  pursued  towards 
foreign  powers.  The'&enato*s  address  concludes 
thus :  "  At  a  period  so  momentous  in  Uie  affairs 
ot  nations,  the  temperate,  jost,  and  firm  policy, 
that  yon  have  pursued  in  respeot  to  foreign 
powers,  has  been  eminently  oalealatod  to  pro- 
moto  the  great  and  essential  interests  of  our 
ooantry,  and  has  created  the  fairest  title  to  the 
public  gratitude  and  thanks." 

Such  were  the  deoinona  of  the  executive  and 
le^ative  councils  of  the  United  States  upon 
'*  the  Uien  existing  Iwal  state  of  things.*'  The 
right  and  the  dut^  of  the  United  States  to  be 
neutral,  and  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  im- 
munities of  our  situation  as  a  neutral  nation,  is 
most  emphatically  pronounced  by  those  whose 
powers  and  duties  aevfdved  upon  them  the  high 
trait  of  iTiflintHlTiing  tho  luttfnul  fV*^^  fpiH 
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watching  over  the  welfare  of  that  generation, 
and  they  did  so  decide.  That  decision  was 
thenceforth  sostained  and  acted  upon  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress  during  President  Washing- 
ton's and  IVeaident  Aduns*  administrationB, 
down  to  the  final  ratification  of  the  treaty  m 
the  80th  of  November,  1600. 

The  views  and  pt^es  d  the  Franoh  Bepub- 
lio,  as  deolared  her  accredited  mlmster, 
corresponded  with  that  Oie  United  States  in 
reepeot  to  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States. 
The  communication  of  citizen  Genet,  the  minis- 
ter of  France,  of  the  28d  Hay,  1798,  to  Ur. 
Jefibrson,  Secretary  of  State^  so  ur  from  claim- 
ing from  the  United  States  an  abandonment  at 
their  neutrality,  annoanoes  the  demre  of  France 
to  increase  the  prosperity  and  add  to  tiie  hap- 
piness which  she  is  pleased  to  see  them  eijoy." 
"  The  obstacles  raised  with  intentions  hostile 
to  liberty,  by  the  perfidious  ministors  of  de^t- 
ism,  whose  oliject  was  to  stop  the  rapid  prcwresa 
of  the  commerce  of  lihe  Americans,  and  the 
extension  of  their  principles,  exist  no  vaon. 
The  French  Bepublic,  seeing  in  thnn  bnt  bro- 
thers, has  wened  to  them;,  by  the  decrees  now 
endoaed,  all  her  ports  in  t3w  two  wwlds ;  has 
granted  them  all  uie  favors  which  her  own  citi- 
zena  ei^oy  in  her  vast  possesions ;  invited  them 
to  participate  the  benefits  of  the  navigation,  in 
granting  to  their  vessels  the  same  ri^ts  as  to 
her  own,"  and  professed  himself  authorized  to 
enter  into  a  new  compact. 

In  the  progress  of  the  discussions  betwee];!  the 
two  Governments,  the  minister  the  United 
States  pressed  the  great  advantages  which 
France  derived  from  the  neutrality  of  the 
United  States,  in  receiving  supplies  and  carry- 
ing on  her  oommeroe.  Franoe  was  fully  sensi- 
ble of  tiiflse  advantages.  She  aaw  that  her 
Weat  bitdia  pOBsesrionB  could  be  more  effectually 
snpplied  with  proridons,  and  her  goods  in  neu- 
tral bottoms  more  adTantageonaly  secured  from 
tiie  captures  d  her  eneo^,  and  her  own  vessels 
of  war  and  private  armed  vessels  as  well  as  her 
merchantmen  more  c<nivenieutiy  aheltered  and 
acoonunodated  in  the  porta  of  the  Uidted  States, 
as  neutral,  than  as  belligerent.  The  guaranty 
was  never  a  subject  of  aemand,or  of  oomplunt, 
or  of  indemnity.  In  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
Bandolph,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Hr.  Monroe, 
plenipctentiary  to  France,  of  the  10th  Jun& 
1794,  the  Secretary  says :  "  From  Mr.  Genet  and 
Fanohet  we  have  uniformly  learned  that  Franoe 
did  not  denre  us  to  depart  frtan  the  neutrality, 
and  it  would  have  been  unwise  to  have  aakea 
us  to  do  otherwise :  for  our  ports  are  open  to 
her  prizra  while  they  are  shut  to  those  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  supplies  of  gnun  could  not  be  tar- 
nished  to  France  with  so  much  oertidnty,  were 
we  at  war,  as  they  can  even  now,  notwithstand- 
ing the  British  instructions." 

As  lato  as  the  11th  of  March,  1796,  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  AfiUrs,  Oh.  de  la  Oroix,  ad- 
dressed to  our  mimifitor  in  Franoe  a  summaiy 
exposition  of  the  complaints  of  the  Frendi 
BepnUio  i^ainst  the  United  States.  The  anb- 
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Jeot  of  the  goarantee  fonns  no  part  of  that 
statement. 

The  complaintB  of  the  United  Btatee  against 
France  commenoed  in  a  decree  of  the  Shth  of 
,  1798— in  violation  of  the  treaty  of  amity 
oommeroe  ai  17^— which  deone  waSaoit- 
Ized  Frmoh  slups  ot  war  and  privateers  to  sbop 
and  brine  into  tbe  pints  of  the  Bepnblio  neatru 
veiselB  luen  with  provirions  belongins  to  neu- 
trals, destined  for  enemy  ports,  or  with  mer- 
chandise belonging  to  raiemies.  Merohandiae 
belongii^  to  enemies  to  be  good  prize  and  oon- 
flsoated  for  the  benefit  ot  the  captors — the 
provisions  belon^^ng  to  nentraU  to  be  paid  for. 
Citizen  Glenet,  ue  minister  of  France,  -granted 
military  commisdous  to  American  oitkens  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  armed  and  equip- 
ped vessels  in  onr  ports  to  omise  against  nations 
at  peace  with  the  United  States ;  exercised  ad- 
miridty  maritime  Jnrisdiotioa  in  ccHodemning 
oaptored  vessels  bro^t  into  the  potts  of  the 
United  States— he  threatened  to  i^peal  fhnn  the 
Preddant  to  tbe  peo^  and  othwwise  so  dis- 
regpeoted  the  jurisdiction  and  anthorities  of  the 
United  States  as  to  produce  his  recall  by  the 
BVenoh  Bepttblio  at  the  reo|neet  of  the  Presidrat. 
Vlthont  going  into  a  tedious  detul  of  French 
aggresnons,  it  is  sufficient  for  the  present  par- 
pose  to  allude  to  the  claims  of  American  citizens 
as  olwified  by  oar  mlDister  in  France  in  1794 ; 
and  agun  as  reported  in  1797,  in  obedience  to 
a  resdution  of  the  Senate,  and  communicated 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  iSi.  Pit^ering,  on  the 
38th  February,  1798. 

1st  Oi^tures  sanctioned  by  the  decree  of 
1708,  before  stated. 

2d.  Oondemnationa  of.  veaseils  and  cargoes 
nnder  marine  ordinanoeB  of  -FMnoe,  contrary 
to  the  treaties  between  the  two  ooontries. 

8d.  Spdlati<»ia  and  cavtozw  of  American 
vess^  at  sea  by  TnatAi  anips  of  war  and  pri- 
vateers. 

4th.  For  the  detention  of  American  vessels 
by  the  same  embargo  at  Bordeaux. 

6th.  Seizure  and  forced  sales  of  cargoes,  and 
applying  them  to  pnblio  use,  without  pigment, 
or  without  adequate  payments, 

6th.  Kon-peiformance  of  contracts  made  by 
the  agents  of  the  Government  fbr  supplies. 

7th.  KoQ-jpf^m«it  of  bills  drawn,  and  debts 
contracted,  by  the  agents  of  the  Goveniment 
ia  the  West  Indies. 

Hie  depredati(W8  at  sea  by  tbe  jmUio  and 
private  aimed  vessels  were  oontinned  nnder  the 
sanction  of  the  decrees  of  the  French  IMreotory ; 
and  it  appears  by  the  letter  of  Hr.  Honroe,  our 
ndnlster  at  Paris,  of  tbe  16th  of  February,  1796, 
to  lir.  Pilfering,  the  Secretary  of  State,  our 
Government  was  informed  that  the  French 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  had  announced  to 
him  that  the  Directory  of  Fruice  conmdered 
the  alliance  as  ceasing  to  exist  from  the  moment 
our  treaty  of  1794,  with  Great  Britain,  was 
ratified.  And  nn  the  20th  of  February,  1796, 
the  same  minister  again  repeated  to  our  mbiis- 
ter,  that,  Ity  the  treaty  of  1794  vtth  Great 
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Britain,  "oars  with  France  was  annihila- 
ted." • 

On  the  7th  July,  1796,  an  act  was  passed  by 
the  OoiuresB  of  the  United  States,  and  approved 
by  the  President,  entitled  "  An  act  to  declare 
the  treaties  heretof<H«  nmcihided  with  Fkaaoe 
no  longer  obligatory  on  the  TTntiBd  fitate&^* 
[Here  Mr.  B.  read  that  act^  In  fhe  iolknriiig 
words:] 

"Whereas  tbe  treaties  ooodaded  between  tbe 
United  States  and  France  have  been  repeatedly  vio- 
lated OD  the  part  of  the  French  Government,  and  the 
Just  claims  oC  the  United  States  fw  repwatkm  of 
^e  injuries  so  committed  have  been  refiued,  sad 
their  attempts  to  n^tiate  an  anuoable  adjosttaeiit 
of  all  oomriainle  between  tbe  two  nations  wve  been 
repelled  with  indigni^:  and  vhereas,  nnder  author- 
ity of  the  IVomIi  GoTemment,  there  is  yet  psnoed 
against  the  United  States  a  s^tem  of  [ffedataty 
lence,  infracting  the  said  treaties,  and  Boetfle  to  tiia 
ri^ts  of  a  free  and  mdepeodent  naUon : 

"Qecl.  Beit  enacied  ^  the  SeiuUe  and  Hemm 
of  Repmentativet  of  the  United  BtaUi  of  America 
M  (kmgreuateembied,  That  tbe  United  States  are  o( 
right  free  and  exonented  from  the  s^ndirtiaiia  of 
tne  treatiw,  and  of  the  consolar  couventioi):,  \m' 
tofore  concluded  between  the  United  States  and 
Kanoe ;  and  that  the  same  shall  not  henBefarth  be 
regarded  as  legally  obUntory  on  tbe  GovBSBaatf 
ai^  dtizens  of  the  United  States.** 

The  facta  recited  in  that  act,  of  repeated  in- 
fractions on  the  part  of  the  French  GtovemnNait, 
refhsal  of  demanded  r^aration,  the  indignities 
offered  to  our  ministers  authorized  to  negotiate, 
and  of  predatory  violence,  were  notcnnoos  at 
that  day,  and  are  folly  sostained  1^  the  ^do- 
matio  eorre^cmdenoe^  from  1798  down  to  uat 
time. 

Oonneoted  with  this  state  <d  oor  fineign  af- 
fbirs,  about  tbirty  acts  woe  pused. 

[Sere  Ifr.  Bibb  read  the  titie  and  stated  tiie  eljaet 

of  each  act.] 

By  force  of  these  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  decrees  of  France,  the  armed  vesaels  of 
the  United  States  were  brought  into  collisioa 
with  the  armed  vessels  of  France,  both  pnUie 
and  private.  Hard-fought  battles  ensued.  Pob- 
lio  and  private  vessels  were  subdaedf  seized, 
libelled,  and  condemned  as  lawful  prize  to  tbe 
captors ;  about  eighty  armed  vessels  of  France 
were  taken.   A  navsJ  warEare  was  waged. 

But  it  is  sud  it  did  not  have  the  effect  of 
abrc^ating  pre-existing  treaties,  w  AaiMn^iKwg 
pre-existing  claims  fbr  retribntioiis  or  indauu- 
ties ;  beoanse  it  was  not  a  gmeral  war ;  be- 
cause  no  war  was  declared ;  Moause  the  arma- 
ments  and  enaotioDB  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  professed  to  be  defensive,  for  Uie  protec- 
tion of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
Yet  it  is  true  that  this  was  war  in  fact ;  war 
after  repeated  demands  and  refiiaals  of  retribu- 
tions for  past  injories ;  after  the  refhaal  of 
France  to  receive  our  spedsl  envoy  and  minis- 
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ter  plempotentiaryy  Hr.  Gbarles  O.  Finokney, 
clothed  with  fall  powers  to  treat  of  all  com- 

El^ts  oa  either  ride,  after  the  commeroial 
iteroonrae  between  the  two  coontrieB  had  been 
interdicted  hj  the  United  Btatea ;  after  the 
Minister  of  Fonngn  Affairs  of  France  had  an- 
nounced to  oar  uunister  at  Paria,  that  the 
French  Directory  considered  the  treaty  between 
the  United  Kates  and  France  ou«lng  to 
exist,"  as  "  annihilated ;  after  the  mlweqiient 
aggressions  of  FraDce  corresponded  with  that 
annunciation :  and  after  tiie  act  of  the  Oongress 
of  the  United  States  of  tiie  7th  of  Jo^,  1798. 
had  declared  the  tnaties  thetetofine  otniolDdea 
with  France  no  Itniger  oUlgatoiy  oa  tlie  United 
States. 

It  Is  tme  that  the  acts  of  28th  Hay,  1798, 
uid  26th  of  June  of  that  year,  for  protecting 
oar  oommero^  confined  captnres,  to  be  made 
by  onr  armed  TesselB,  to  sq<ui  vessels  of  France 
as  had  conunlttedf  or  were  horering  on  oar 
coast  to  commit  d^redations,  or  to  uae  recap- 
tare  of  American  Teassls  eqitared  by  French 
vessels.  Bat  the  aet  <tf  July  9th.  1798,  (after 
the  abrogation  of  the  lareatiee  was  declared,)  an- 
thorized  the  pabUo  and  printe  amed  vessels 
of  the  United  States  "  to  snbdnej  seize,  and 
take,  any  armed  French  vessel  within  the  jaria- 
diotional  limits  d  the  United  States,  or  else- 
where, on  the  higb  seai^"  without  owa  quali- 
fication. 

It  is  true  that  this  fighting  was  not  in  pnr- 
Boance  of  any  formal  declaration  of  war  by 
^ther  party.  Yet  the  conflicts  were  again  and 
oft-times  repeated  by  the  authority  of  the 
paUio  Uws  and  decrees  of  the  two  oonntries. 
The  lawactf  the  United  States  anthorizedjmcee, 
prisoners,  and  retaliations  to  be  made  of  French 
TssBols  and  npra  fVenohmen. 

According  to  these  definitioDB  of  war,  the 
state  of  affairs  betwera  the  United  States  and 
France,  from  the  9th  of  July,  1708,  to  the  80th 
of  September,  1800,  was  not  a  state  of  peace. 
The  United  States  had  sought,  by  negotiation, 
retribution  for  the  past,  and  seourity  against 
fitture  aggressions,  without  socoess.  To  meet 
this  state  of  afiurs,  the  army  and  navy  was 
increased ;  munitions  of  war  had  been  provided. 
The  prepu^ions  and  demonstrations  for  forcible 
redress,  were  as  formidable  as  the  popalaUon 
and  resources  of  Qm  United  States,  at  that  time, 
would  justify.  The  ships  of  war  and  private 
■rmedTessela,  by  authority  of  law,  were  instruct- 
ed to  subdue,  seize,  and  take,  the  public  and 
private  anned  vessels  of  France^  and  many  bat- 
ties  open  the  ocean  ensued. 

I  do  not  contend  that  this  was  a  general  war, 
which  put  all  the  citizens  of  the  T^ited  States 
in  hostui^  with  all  the  citizens  of  the  French 
Republic.  It  was  a  qualified  war — a  maritime 
war ;  or,  as  designated  in  the  language  of  the 
day,  a  jvon  war. 

I  have  traced  the  actual  condition  of  aff^drs, 
with  this  particularity,  not  with  intent  to  deduce 
the  abro^on  of  the  treaties  of  1778  and  con- 
eular  ocmvention  of  1788,  as  the  regular  oonae- 
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auence  of  war,  bat  to  impress  more  emphatically 
le  posture  of  the  two  countries  at  the  time  the 
treaty  of  1800  was  negotiated. 

The  United  States  had  uded  their  ottizens  in 
demanding  retribution  for  spoliations  mKm  their 
commerce ;  they  had  dillgentiy,  fdthfuUy,  and 
eameetly  endeavored,  by  negotiatlMi,  to  effect 
payment  for  henries  mflictedf  and  secori^ 
agunst  the  ftatore.  France  could  not,  or  would 
not,  make  compensation.  All  tliatllielmMrtn- 
nity  of  the  Government  of  the  Umted  States^ 
badced  by  the  preparations  by  sea  and  land, 
could  effect  for  uieir  citizens,  was  the  treaty  ci 
the  80tii  September,  1800.  These  olaima,  pro- 
posed to  be  compensated  by  this  bill,  are  the 
very  causes  of  aU  the  notes  and  preparations 
for  wax,  and  of  tide  jwotl  war,  to  the  80th  Sc^ 
tember  1800. 

President  Washington,  frvm  1798  to  1797, 
was  unable  to  prooare  mm  France  any  satis- 
factory  arrangement  upon  the  subject  of  these 
spoliations. 

Freadent  Adams  panned  the  subject  dili- 
gently and  finthfoUy  unto  the  tre^y  of  the  80th 
September.  1800.  The  State  Papen  show  that, 
under  both  administratums,  tae  negotiations 
were  oonducted  with  very  great  ability  and 
force  of  argument 

A  decent  respect  for  the  constituted  authori- 
ties of  my  coantiT>  who  negotiated  and  ratified 
that  treaty,  requires  of  me  to  say  it  was  the 
beet  tiiat  could  be  oht^ed.  The  history  of 
the  state  of  affairs  in  France  at  that  day,  and 
review  of  the  nwotiation,  a  Just  confidence  in 
the  patriotism  and  Jndgmeat  of  my  countrymen, 
who  framed,  approved,  and  ratified  that  treaty, 
assures  me  it  was  the  best  attainaUe.  The 
6h(doe  d  altamatives  was  then  presented,  to 
take  soeh  a  treaty,  or  posh  on  In  that  eourse  of 
measoree  which  was  fast  sweeping  us  into  the 
vortex  of  £unq)ean  politics.  A  smgle  progres- 
sion from  the  ^wui  war  would  have  plunged  us 
into  the  whirlpool  of  the  continental  war. 

Those  who  at  that  day  filled  the  departments 
of  onr  Gorernment,  to  whom  the  constitution 
had  confided  the  powers  to  oondaot  onr  foreign 
intercourse,  and  to  w^intAin  our  rights  and 
interests  a^tinst  foreign  nations,  did  accede  to 
this  treaty.  Th^  had  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  passiiw  events.  To  them  it  belonged  to 
provide  for  t£e  interests  and  happiness  of  that 
generation.  I  will  not  dt  in  Jadgment  to  con- 
demn their  oondaot  overhaul  uieir  prooeedingB^ 
and  reverse  their  dedfii<m,  lifter  the  lapse  ma 
■third  of  a  century.  If  it  is  necessary  to  good 
order  and  the  well-being  of  society  that  the 
Judicial  decisions  of  tiie  county  shall  stand,  it 
is  not  lees  so  to  have  s<Hne  stabuity  in  the  poli- 
tical deolsioos  of  the  Government  upon  matters 
confessedly  belon^ng  to  the  discretion  and  pow- 
ers of  the  executive  and  lenslative  departments. 
Stability  in  the  action  of  Government  is  neces- 
sary to  confidence,  good  order,  and  human  hap- 
piness. 

In  reviewing  the  oondaot  of  the  American 
Govemmait  from  1798  to  the  final  ratification 
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of  the  trefi^  of  1800,  it  seefhs  to  me  tbat  the 
dxktj  of  eaaeavoring  to  protect  tjie  commerce 
of  the  Vision ;  of  assertmg  the  rights,  pabllc 
and  indiTidoal,  and  mainttdning  them  agunst 
foreign  powers,  were  dnlr  respected  and  ob- 
served. The  means  of  ftaJfillmg  that  Avty  were 
prudently  selected,  diligently  prosecated,  and 
faithfully  condncted.  K  those  means  did  not 
command  the  fhll  measnre  of  protection  and 
indemnity  for  injuries  inflicted  by  foreign  pow- 
ers, the  faolt  is  not  with  oar  Gtovenunent  Our 
n^otiations  were  oondaoted  with  very  great 
abdity.  Our  military  and  naval  eetabliahments 
were  increased,  mmutionB  of  war  were  provid- 
ed, the  physioai  powers  of  the  country  were  put 
in  reqiunti(ni,  and  the  sinews  of  war  were  pro- 
vided. If  oar  rights  were  not  completely  and 
ftally  protected,  if  foil  oompensataon  to  our  citi- 
zens for  wrongs  committed  was  not  obtained, 
the  fiuiure  must  be  attributed  to  the  peculiar 
temper  of  the  times,  to  the  gigantic  Btrud^ea 
and  peculiar  character  and  desolatdons  of  this 
wide-spread  warfare.  If  the  efforts  of  the 
American  Government  did  not  obtain  snoceBs, 
they  deserved  it.  If  our  negotiators,  atrength- 
raed  by  our  preparations  b^  sea  and  land,  by 
non-iuteroonrse,  by  the  maritime  war,  by  the 
thunders  of  our  cannon,  with  the  capture  of 
eighty-three  French  armed  vessels,  could  not 
compel  France  to  terms  satis&otoiT',  in  all  re- 
spects, to  onr  desires,  there  is  no  Just  oanse  of 
complaint  agunst  our  Oovemment  as  having 
done  too  little;  the  public  sentiment  of  that 
d^  was,  the  Government  had  done  too  much. 
The  United  States  had  proceeded  so  far  in  pros- 
ecution of  satMaotion  for  thm  claims,  and 
for  protecting  our  maritime  rights,  that  a  single 
advance  beyond  would  have  plunged  them  into 
the  open  and  general  war  then  raging  upon 
the  European  continent  and  apon  the  ocean. 
All  Europe  was  convulsed ;  republican  Eranoe, 
with  gigantio  Btrengtii,  invigorated  by  a  devo- 
tion to  liberty',  was  oontenduig  wit^  the  coali- 
tion of  tiie  most  formidable  powers  md  poten- 
tates. In  this  mighty  wamre  ancient  laws 
and  usages  respeothig  the  rights  of  nentrtds 
were  disregarded  by  the  belligerents:  new 
principles  of  maritime  law  were  proclaimed. 
Great  Britain  and  France  each  made  war  upon 
the  rights  of  nentrals,  for  the  purpose  of  weaken- 
ing the  resources  of  the  adversarr ;  even  pro- 
visions, belonging  to  neutrals,  on  board  of  neu- 
tral vessels,  were  treated  as  uHdes  contraband 
of  war,  under  a  pretence  of  starving  tiiirty 
millions  of  Frenchmen  into  sabmission.  The . 
doration  and  iasne  of  the  war  was  then  beyond 
the  ken  of  mortals.  It  only  terminated  with 
the  battle  of  Waterloo.  The  somideBt  polity, 
the  best  interests  of  the  United  States,  public 
sentiment,  forbid  them  from  proceeding  to  an , 
open  and  general  war,  which  would  have  en- 
dangered even  onr  Union  and  independence. 
The  councils  of  the  United  States  preferred  the 
trea^  of  1800  to  the  hazards  q£  the  war,  and 
ratified  il^  whioh,  putting  an  end  to  the  svaH 
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war,  enabled  them  to  assume  a  position  of  strict 

and  nnqnalified  nentrality. 

This  quati  war  had  pvm  rise  to  direct  taxes, 
excises,  and  loans,  to  increased  armies  and  na- 
vies. The  whole  community  were  modft  to  bear 
laive  oontribntions  to  mnintftiii  our  neotnl 
rights,  indadins  redress  for  ii^nries  wbii^  are 
the  objects  of  utis  bill.  Having  done  so  mnch, 
the  obligationB  of  duty  and  regard  for  the  pri- 
vate rights  of  onr  citizens  involved  in  tluwe 
measures  were  fulfilled.  Individual  rigfats  and 
interests  are  held  in  subjection  to  the  commoa 
good.  No  dtizen  haa  the  right  to  require  bis 
Government  to  prosecute  us  daims  vpoa.  a 
fortign  Government  to  opw  war.  That  ia  a 
qnestUHi  of  policy  and  r^ard  toe  the  general 
wel&re.  The  extremitiee  of  the  commonwealth 
are  nnanaweraUe  uoeptions  to  all  sorts  oi  pri- 
vate rights  and  privileges.  It  isaocmtndiction 
to  pretend  to  be  a  citizen  nnder  the  protoetion 
of  a  Govmmient,  and  yet  to  claim  a  right 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  oommon  safety. 

miatever  losses  these  cliumants  have  sos- 
tained,  th^  flow  from  the  injuries  infiioted  by 
a  foreign  Government.  The  prindples  of  moral 
jurispradenoe  and  politics  make  a  distanctiMi 
between  the  rights  of  a  citizen  when  his  proper^ 
ty  is  taken  by  his  own,  and  vriien  tanm  by  a 
foreign  Goveniment  Tn  the  first  oa8&  dti- 
zen has aperfect  right  to  demand, and haTo, of 
his  own  €fovermu«it^  oompenBati(ni  for  the  kaa; 
and  this  oUigation  snbauts  nntU  payment  is 
made.  Nor  is  the  State  acquit  by  present  ina- 
bility ;  whenever  she  possesses  the  means,  the 
claim  must  be  respeeted  and  paid.  But  for 
damages  oaused  by  a  foreign  Power,  no  right 
accrues  to  the  citizen  to  demand  and  have  oton- 
pensation  from,  his  owp.  Government  In  soch 
case  the  sovere^  onght  to  interpose,  as  &r  as 
the  situation  of  affurs,  and  the  common  inter- 
ests and  safety  will  permit,  to  ud  the  citiaen  in 
demanding  and  reouving  s^isfiuticm  from  sndi 
foreign  Power.  TheGorommentoii^ttodiow 
an  equitable  r^;ard  for  sach  sufiienng  of  tiia 
citizen ;  but  the  eztoit  to  which  that  regard 
shall  be  indulged  is  a  qnestion  of  sound  pfwty, 
to  be  judged  by  t^e  State.  Therie^toftfae 
citizen  in  this  behalf  belongs  to  the  class  of 
imp«f ect  obUgations. 

When  we  consider  the  oondnot  of  the  Gov- 
ernment from  1798  down  to  the  ratifioation  of 
the  treaty  of  1800— the  condition  of  the  United 
States,  (not  then  recovered  from  the  exhwistaoa 
of  the  Bevolntion,)  the  asridnity  and  good  £^ 
with  whidi  these  c^ma  were  pressednpon  the 
consideratifm  of  the  French  Government,  the 
want  of  snccess,  the  cause  of  that  quoH  war, 
the  great  expenditures  (tf  the  Gornnment  the 
dangers  of  being  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  tiM 
European  war  as  a  belUgerent,  the  great  losses 
to  flow  from  the  otnnmnnity  from  perastisfg 
and  the  prosit  then  presented  to  the  view  of 
that  jgeneration~we  may  well  conclude  tlut 
the  Government  wonld  have  bem  well  JnatiSed 
In  abandoning  fheae  daimi  for  the  pDipose  of 
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ezbdoating  the  commimity  fVom  a  perilous  con- 
dition. 

It  caDDot  be  admitted  tliat  the  QoTernmeDt 
ia  bound  to  be  the  insurer  of  the  commercial 
adventures  of  its  citizens  against  the  acts  of 
foreign  Govenunents ;  that  private  oUums  npon 
foreign  powers  mnst  be  pnrsaed  hy  war  aain- 
terMcionem  reipuhliea,  or  the  citizen  be  compen- 
sated ont  of  the  pnUio  treastuy  at  home,  if  the 
ibreign  aggreosor  cannot  be  compelled  to  make 
retribation.  Tba  ocnimnmit7  Is  bound  to  take 
oare  that  no  It^iu7  arises  to  the  dtizen  by  the 
ill  conduct  of  ue  Goremment ;  bnt  the  publio 
is  not  bound  for  the  111  condtiot  of  a  foreign 
power. 

At  this  day  we  are  called  upon  to  investigate 
and  liquidate  claims,  all  of  thirty-four  years, 
and  some  of  forty  yearn'  standing,  founded 
upon  the  aggressions  of  a  foreign  GoTwnment. 
lliese  claims  are  to  be  investigated  upon  exports 
evidence  taken  by  the  cltumanta,  interested  to 
omit  all  facts  bearing  agunst  them.  What 
on  oi  these  olafans  are  just,  what  part  have 
pidd  in  France,  what  were  the  drcum- 
stances  of  the  tattuaotions,  most  now  be  veiy 
dimly  seen.  And  the  United  States  and  their 
•gents,  having  bad  no  act  or  part  in  the  wronm 
and  injuries  upcm  which  these  claims  depend, 
are  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  claimants 
themselves  as  to  the  amount  of  damages.  Time, 
which  secures  end  protects  individuals  from 
State  demands  upon  thedr  own  transactions, 
does  but  swell  the  amount  to  be  charged  to  the 
XTnited  States  upon  foreign  aggressions. 

In  condusioQ,  I  feel  Justified  to  say  that  the 
treaties  of  1778  and  of  1788  were  not  subsisting 
oldigations  upon  the  TTnited  States  after  the  act 
of  71^  Jnly,  1798.  By  that  act,  founded  npon 
tbe  fiiota  toei^  reoited,  they  were  abn^ted ; 
tiiat  tiie  OoDgresB  were  ocHupetent  so  to  declare ; 
that  no  eattt$/itd§rit  bad  occorred  fbr  Hie  pur- 
pose <tf  oalling  the  United  States  to  execute  the 
guarantee  in  the  treafy  of  alliance ;  that  France 
never  demanded  the  execution  of  the  guarantee ; 
that  no  indemnity  was  due  on  that  account ; 
that  the  United  States  had  performed  to  the 
fall  their  duty  of  endeavoring  to  protect  their 
citizens  injured  by  foreign  ag^wdcms ;  that  the 
United  States,  by  the  retrenchment  of  the  sec- 
ond article  of  the  treaty  of  1800,  did  not  change 
tiie  ezisUng  state  of  things  srinng  upon  the 
whole  treaty— the  only  e&(A  was  to  expunge 
the  pnmiise  ttf  ftitnre  nwotiation;  that  no 
present  gain  did  aoone  totM  United  States  by 
the  trea^  of  1800— the  efifeots  were  to  prevent 
greater  loss,  to  extricate  the  country  from  a 
perilous  ritnation,  to  save  the  ftarther  ezpendi- 
tare  of  treasure  in  a  quaH  war  which  promised 
DO  substantial  bfme&t  to  the  pnblio,  nor  to  these 
claimants ;  that  the  United  States  were  not 
bound  to  prosecute  these  claims  fttrther,  and 
would  have  been  well  justifled  in  saorificiuff 
them  to  terminate  the  quati  war,  which  had 
been  caused  in  part  by  the  desire  of  the  Qovem- 
meat  to  obtun  retribution  for  them ;  that  the 
oolitioal  de(^ons  oi  the  QoTflromoat  of  the 


[Snum 

United  States  npfti  the  questions  involved, 
ought  to  stand  unimpeached  and  approved. 

Mr.  Bnan^  moved  to  amend  uie  bill,  so  as 
to  make  the  appropriation  of  fire  millions,  in 
fall  discharge  of  the  claims. 

Mr.  WsBSTBB  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment. The  amount  of  five  milUons  was  not 
arbitrary ;  in  adt^ting  it  as  the  amount,  the 
ocanmittee  had  proceeded  on  the  ground  of  a 
comparison  of  the  oases  with  those  onbraoed 
under  the  Florida  treaty  and  the  late  trea^ 
withlVanoe. 

The  amendment  was  agned  to. 


WiDXwtAT,  Jannaiy  14^ 
French  Melationr. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  spec&l  order, 
being  the  report  and  resolutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee ot  Foreign  Affairs  <m.  the  aatject  (rf  our 
relations  with  Fiance, 

The  report  of  the  committee  concludes  with 
the  following  resehition : 

Reaalved,  That  it  Is  Inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to 
pssa.  tny  lav  vestiog  in  the  Fresident  antbority  for 
making  reprisals  upon  Fsendi  proper^,  in  the  con- 
tingency of  proviflon  not  bdng  made  tot  paying  to 
the  United  States  the  hidramUy  st^polated  by  the 
treaty  of  18«1,  during  the-  jneeot  ■•aricn  of  the 
Frenidi  Chamben. 

The  question  being  upon  agreeing  to  liie  reso- 
lution as  reported — 

[A.  coaveteatfo&al  debate  took  place,  in  which 
Ueesn.  Clay,  King  of  Oeoigia,  Webster,  Bachaoaii, 
Gu&bert  of  Gee^^  King  of  Alabama,  Ldgh,  John 
H.  Clayton,  Hangom,  and  Tallmadg^  took  part; 
and  wiUi  great  muuiiml^  of  sentiment} 

The  question  was  then  taken  m  the  resda- 
tion^  modified  to  read  as  follows : 

Haolved,  That  it  la  inexpe^en^  at  preseat,  to 
adopt  any  legislative  measores  in  regard  to  Ae  state 
of  B&in  between  the  Uidted  States  md  ftanee; 

And  decided  nnanimously  in  the  affirmative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tus.— Hessrs.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Bu- 
chanan, Brown,  Calhoun,  Cby,  Clayton,.  Cuthbert, 
Ewlng,  Freli^uyKD,  Gnmdy,  Hendricks,  Hill, 
Kane,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,.  King  <tf  Georgia, 
Knight,  L^gb,  Unn,  ICcKean,  Mangnm,  Uoore,  Hor* 
ri8,^andahi,  Ptdndexter,.  Forter,  Fientiss,  Freaton, 
Bobbins,  BoUnson,  Shepley,  OUwe,  Sndth,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  IHpton,  TomUnson,  Tjtar^  Vagganaa, 
Webster,  White,  Wright— fit 

The  Senate  Omo  acUonnedl. 


Thubsdat,  January  16. 

AmendmerU  of  tA<  ^miNtofim  t»  1h»  EUcHm 
^Prmdmtand  Vice  JPretidrnt. 

The  J<rint  reaolution  proporing  an  amatdnuDt 
to  the  gooBtttatioiiof  ttie  uidM  Btatei  fai  idft- 
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tion  to  the  electioD  of  FreniSrat  and  Yica  Fi^ 
ident  of  the  United  States  was  taken  up. 

Kr.  BsirroH  said  the  amendment  proposed  to 
change  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  States,  so 
as  to  make  the  election  of  President  and  Vice 
President  directly  bj  the  people.  The  proposi- 
tioQ  which  he  had  now  offered  was  the  same  as 
that  which  he  had  had  the  honor  to  make  at 
difl^ent  times  for  ten  ^eara  past. 

The  effbct  of  the  unendmeot  was^ 

1.  That  there  shoold  be  a  direct  vote  ^ren 
for  President  and  Vice  Presidents 

2.  To  aboUA  the  general  ticket  system,  and 
iutrodace  the  district  system.  And 

8.  To  prevent  the  election  from  gcnng  to  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

These  were  the  principles  of  the  resolution. 

Ur.  FoiHDKXTEB  Bud  the  subject  had  been 
BO  long  before  the  Benate,  and  had  attracted 
saoh  universal  attention  tiiroughout  the  coun- 
try, that  he  presumed  it  was  now  well  nnder- 
stood.  For  himself  he  shonid  be  gratified  if 
a  vote  ooold  be  taken  apon  it  now,  thon^  he 
had  formerly  made  up  his  mind,  for  reasons 
vhich  he  should  not  now  urge  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate,  that  the  amendment  propt^ed 
should  first  be  laid  before  the  State  Le^slatures 
for  their  examination. 

Mr.  Bdchanan  observed  that  he  was  perhaps 
^fferentiy  situated  from  any  other  honorable 
Senator,  he  having  been  here  but  a  few  days. 
He  did  not  feel  the  propriety  of  giving  his  vote 
on  the  question  now,  and  he  trusted  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  polite  mtimation  of  Uie  Senator 
from  MisBonri,  the  subject  would  be  laid  upon 
the  table  for  a  tew  days.  If  liiat  course  were 
taktti,  he  should  be  able  to  vote  then  one  way 
or  the  other. 

Ur.  B.  then  moved  that  the  resolotion  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PretenU  from  Morocco. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  sale  of 
a  lion  and  two  horses,  presented  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Umted  States  by  the  Emperor  of 
Horocco,  was  taken  up  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PoBTBB  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  directing  the  sale  to  take  place  on  the  last 
Saturday  of  February,  1885. 

Xlus  amendment  and  others  were  agreed  to, 
and  the  resolation  ordered  to  be  reported  for  a 
third  reading. 

[As  the  rradution  now  reads,  it  provides  that 
the  two  Arabian  horses,  presented     the  £m- 

geror  of  Morocco  to  the  President  of  the  United 
tates,  shall  be  sold  at  public  auction,  at  the 
Oity  of  Washington,  on  the  last  Satarday  of 
February,  1835 ;  and  that  the  lion  presented 
by  tlie  same  potentate  shall  be  presented  to 
snch  snitable  mstitation,  person  or  persons,  as 
the  Preflidait  maj  dedgnate.] 


Fbidat,  January  28, 

Mr.  Kbht  presented  the  credentialB  of  the 
honorable  Robbbt.  H.  GouuBOBonas,  dected  t 
Senator  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  stippij 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  rengtutkm  cf 
the  honorable  Kmrrtt,  p.  Ohambibb. 

Mr.  GoLDBBOBOTOH  ^tpcBrad,  and  the  Bud 
oath  to  Boi^mrt  the  OoDstitatioit  of  Uidt«j 
States  being  administered  to  him  by  ths  Vice- 
President,  Mr.  G.  took  his  Boat  u  a  Saator 
of  ttie  United  Statea. 


WnxmiBDiiT,  Jtaauij  S8w 

Alabama  Expunging  SaoUitiora. 

Ht.  Enra  presented  the  preamble  and  jdnt 
resolntiotts  of  the  Legulatore  of  tbe  StaU  of 
Alabama,  instructing  their  Senalws  in  Coograi 
to  use  thdr  uitiiing  efforts  to  oanse  to  be  a- 
punged  from  the  journals  ol  tiie  Senate  tbi 
resointion  the  last  aesdai,  T^itira  to  flu 
removal  of  the  public  depodta  from  the  Buk 
of  the  United  States. 
The  resolntions  having  beai  read, 
1&.  Gut  said,  before  any  order  was  tiba 
for  laying  these  resolutions  on  tiie  table,  too- 
lotions  which  appecured  to  be  addressed  to  tin 
Senators  from  Alabama,  and  in  the  natoie  U 
instructions  to  them  what  they  were  leqntnd 
by  th^  Legislature  to  do,  he  should  be  d«  to 
know,  from  the  hcmorable  gentieman  who  \d 
presented  them,  whether  it  was  his  istentHa 
now,  or  on  any  ihtore  occasion,  to  sobnut  i 
prqKMitl<m  to  the  Senate  to  ezpni^  fiom  it 
joonul  d  the  Senate  the  reBofatioD  to  vIdA 
ULOse  resolntions  r^rred  f 

Mr.  Bnnox  recalled  to  the  Saute  fte  tina 
when  the  resointion,  to  which  the  Alabuni 
resolutions  referred,  was  adopted  by  the  Stait 
He  had  then,  in  his  place,  given  imme£M 
notice  that  he  shonld  commence  a  series  of  mO' 
tions  for  the  purpose  of  expunjnng  the  rewln- 
tions  from  the  Journals.  He  had  thai  made  nii 
of  the  word  expunge  hi  oontradiatiDctifai  f> 
the  word  repeal,  or  the  word  reverse,  becansj 
it  was  his  opinion  then,  and  that  trfonix  w 
been  confirmed  by  all  his  subsequent  reflec- 
tion, that  repeal  or  reversal  of.tiie  rex^iiliea 
would  not  do  adequate  justice.  To  do  tbit 
would  require  a  complete  expurgatioD  of  ^ 


 „  —  times,  »  — 

Gated  that  that  had  been  placed  upm  the  jo^ 
nals  which  should  never  have  gone  there.  He 
had  ^ven  that  notice,  after  serions  refleetioD, 
that  it  might  be  seen  tiiat  the  Soiate  wtf 
trampling  the  Oonstitution  of  the  United  Stat«i 
under  feet ;  and  not  only  that,  bat  also  ^ 
very  forms,  to  say  nothing  of  tlu  sabstaoe^  « 
all  criminal  justice. 

He  had  given  this  notice  in  obedience  tow 
dictates  of  his  hoeom,  which  were  aftervu^ 
rastained     the  deddon  of  hfahMd^vit^ 
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eonaiiltation  with  any  other  person,  bnt  after 
conference  onlj  with  himself  and  his  God.  To 
a  single  homan  being  he  had  said  that  he  Bhosld 
do  it,  but  he  had  not  oonsolted  with  anj  one. 
In  the  ordinary  roatine  of  bnsiness,  no  one  was 
more  ready  to  consult  with  his  friends,  and  to 
defer  to  their  opinions,  than  he  was ;  bnt  there 
were  some  occasions  on  which  he  held  connsel' 
with  no  man,  bat  took  his  own  conree,  withoat 
regard  to  conseqnenees.  On  this  occasion  he 
hfra  counselled  with  no  being  on  earUi,  for  he 
had  made  no  cahjniation  as  to  conseqnenees.  It 
wonldhave  been  s  matter  of  entire  indifference 
with  hhn,  had  tiie  whole  Senate  riaen  aa  one 
man,  and  dedared  a  determination  to  give  an 
nnanimoQS  vote  against  him.  It  would  hare  mat- 
tered nothing.  He  wonld  not  have  deferred  to 
any  human  being.  Actoated  by  these  feelings,  he 
had  given  notice  of  his  intention  in  the  month  of 
Kay ;  and  in  obedience  to  Oiat  determination 
he  had,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  laid  his 
reaolation  on  the  table,  in  order  to  keep  the 
matter  alive. 

This  was  his  answer  to  the  question  which 
had  been  proposed. 

Mr.  KiHa  of  Alabama  was  snrprised  to  hear 
the  question  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentuo^,  as  he  did  not  expect  each  an  inqnin^ : 
for  he  had  soppoaed  it  waa  well  understood  by 
every  member  of  the  Senate  what  his  senti- 
ments were  in  regard  to  tiie  right  of  insbno- 
tioQ.  TheLe^slatnroofAlabamahBdinBtmoted 
him  to  pnrsne  a  particular  course  and  he  should 
obey  their  instructions.  With  r^ard  to  tiie  reso- 
lution to  which  the  Le^^atnre  ^ndecL  he 
could  merely  say  that  he  voted  agunst  it  at 
the  time  it  waa  adopted  by  the  Senate.  His 
opinion  as  to  it  was  then,  as  well  as  now,  per- 
fectly understood.  If  the  gentieman  from  Mis- 
souri (Mr.  Bshtoit)  dedined  brining  the 
subject  forward  relative  to  the  propriety  of 
caEponnng  tiie  rescdntion  in  qneation  jhnn  the 
jonnuu  OT  the  Senate,  he  mmaelf  dkon^ 
some  proper  time,  do  so,  and  also  say  somethmg 
on  the  great  and  important  question  as  to  the 
right  of  instruction.  Now,  uiat  might  be  ad- 
mitted  in  its  fullest  extent  He  held  his  place 
there,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Le^slatnre 
of  Alabama,  and  whenever  th^r  instmotions 
reached  Lim,  he  should  be  governed  by  them. 
He  made  this  statement  without  entering  into 
the  consideratioa  of  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  Senators  exercismg  their  own  judg- 
ment as  to  the  course  they  deemed  most  proper 
to  pursue.  For  himself,  never  having  doubted 
the  right  of  a  Legidature  to  instruct  tneir  Sena- 
tors in  OoDgresa,  be  should  oonrider  himself 
colpable  if  he  did  not  eany  theh:  wishes  into 
effect  when  prq>erly  eziawsed.  And  he  had 
lioped  there  would  have  been  no  expression 
of  the  Senate,  at  this  time,  as  he  was  not  cUs- 
posed  to  enter  into  a  discnsrion  thm,  for  par- 
ticular reasons,  which  it  was  not  neoessaiy  he 
should  state. 

As  to  tbe  proprie^  ot  acting  on  the  Balt}ect 
then,  that  would  depend  vjfoi  the  c^nniona  of 


gentiemen  as  to  tiie  impOTtanee^  the  great  im- 
portance, ot  having  the  jonnial  of  tiie  Senate 
freed  from  what  many  supposed  to  be  an  nn- 
oonstitutional  act  of  the  Senate^thougfa  the 
minority  of  it  thought  otherwise.  He  would  now 
say  that,  if  no  one  should  bring  forward  a  prop- 
osition to  get  the  resolution  expunged,  he,  feel- 
ing bimsw  bound  to  obey  the  opinions  of 
the  L^^atnre,  should  do  so,  and  would  vote 
for  it  J{  no  precedent  was  to  be  fouffS  for 
such  an  act  of  the  Seilate,  he  should  most  un- 
hesitatingly vote  fbr  expnn^ng  the  reedotion 
tmm  the  Jonraal  erf'  the  Senate,  In  saoh  man- 
ner as  ahcmld  be  justified  by  preoedenL 

J/Ymch  SpoUationt, 

On  motion  of  Mx.  Webstsb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  making  indemni^ 
for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800. 

The  yeas  and  ns^  bring  ordered  <ai  the 
engrossment  of  tlie  bill,  it  was  dedded  in  the 
affirmative. 

Yaia.— Meara.  Bell,  Boohmin,  Cl*y,  CUyton, 
Ewing,  f^eliu^uyBen,  Goldeborongh,  E«it,  Ki^ght, 
McKeui,  Moore,  Naodun,  Foindexter,  Forter,  Pren- 
Oas,  Preston,  Bobbing  Sh^ey,  Olabee,  Snuth, 
Southard,  Smft,  TomUnson,  Wacgaouu),  Webster 
—26. 

XiTS.— MesBS.  Benton,  Kbb,  Blat^  ^wn,  Gb1< 
hoim,  Cuthbert,  Qnmdy,  Hendrido,  HUt,  Kane, 
King  of  Alabama.  Ung  of  GeonHA,  hAgjoy  Unn, 
)foi^um^H(mis,  BoUnaon,  TaltauK^  T^jVUte^ 


TonssDAT,  Jannaiy  29. 

Death  of  Warren  R.  Deent. 

At  tiiia  moment  a  Message  was  received  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Franklin, 
their  Clerk,  annonncing  the  death  of  the  hon- 
orable Wabekh  B.  DAvm,  a  member  of  that 
House  from  the  State  of  South  Oarollna,  and 
infionning  the  Senate  that  the  fimeral  would 
take  p1a(^  from  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Bepr^ 
soitativea,  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'doek. 

The  Message  having  been  taken  op  Ibr  con- 
sideration, 

Mr.  Oasmovs  rose  and  said  that,  in  rinng  to 
move  the  ordinary  resolution  on  this  meTan- 
choly  occasion,  he  felt  it  to  be  due  to  his  own 
feelings,  as  well  as  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
cease^ to  make  a  few  prelinunary  obaervationa 
commemorative  of  his  many  excrilent  qualitiea. 
I  knew  the  deceased  (said  Mr.  0.)  long  and  inti- 
mately. He  was  my  near  nei{^bor  and  personal 
and  political  friend ;  and  we  etood  oloselr  oon- 
neoted  by  tiee  of  affimtj  and  the  atriotest  frioid- 
ship;  andIoannotbntsaytiiat,inpa6alngt3ironc^ 
life,  I  have  rarely  known  an  individual  more 
richly  endowed.  His  intellect  waa  of  the  high- 
est order,  clear,  rs^id  and  comprriiendve. 
Oombined  with  a  wonderAil  facility  of  express- 
ing and  Ulnstrating  his  ideas,  both  in  conversa- 
tion and  in  debate  he  poseMsed  a  rich  imagi- 
nation, a  pure,  and  delicate  taste  a  gentle  and 
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sportire  wit,  ind  an  nniDterrapted  flov  of  good 
hnmor,  that  made  him  the  delifht  of  eveipr 
circle  in  which  he  mingled.  Nor  were  his 
moTiU  qnatities  less  deserving  of  respect  and 
admiration.  Be  was  geaeroae,  brave,  pabioUc, 
IndependttDt  and  di^terested  almost  to  a  fadlt. 
For  the  troui  of  tlUa  piotare,  that  it  ia  not  the 
exaggerated  efltasion  of  friendship,  perhaps  I 
eon  ^>peal  to  loam  a  hearer  around  me  who 
knew  him  weU.  Sodi  was  Wabbeh  Baihok 
Davib.  He  is  now  no  more.  He  departed  this  life 
at  7  o'clodcthis  morning.  I  witnessed  the  depart- 
ing scene.  When  mj  most  excellent  friend 
the  Senator  from  lOssonri,  (Doctor  Lnnsr,)  an- 
noaneed  to  him  his  approaching  fate,  though 
the  Bod  event  was  mie]^>eet«d  to  him,  he  re- 
ceived the  information  with  fortitude  and  firm- 
neas,  while  he  thanked  him  for  his  kind  atten- 
tions. All  his  desire  was  that  he  might  depart 
in  peace.  His  wishes  were  acceded  to.  This 
oommniucation  to  Um  was  made  inunedlatdj 
after  the  adjonrnment  of  Qm  Senate  yesterd^ ; 
at  <me  o^docik  in  the  morning  he  fell  into  a 
gentle  dumber,  ftvm  whtdi  Iw  never  awoke. 
He  departed  withont  a  stmgf^e  or  a  groan,  lost 
for  ever  to  his  friends  and  his  country. 

Mr.  0.  that  offered  the  folloiring  reec^ntion, 
whioih  was  read,  and  nnanimondy  adopted : 

SetfJvdl,  Hut  the  SeaiateidU  att«id  the  funeral 
of  the  honorable  Wabokm  B..  Davis,  late  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  from  the  State  of 
South  CaroUiia>  at  the  hour  of  IS  o'clock  to-morrow, 
and,  as  a  testtmouy  of  respect  for  the  memory  of 
the  deceased,  they  will  go  into  monndng  by  wearing 
crape  rotmd  the  left  aixo  for  thirty  days. 

On  motion  f^Hr.  Pfixsroir,  as  a  further  mark 
of  reqMct  to  tiie  memory  of  the  deoeasedf 
The  Senate  then  a^Joomed. 


XoBSAT,  Febmary  2. 

Attmptad  JmaminaiSen    PrmAsKt  iTboiwn. 

Ifr.  OimNnr  rose  and  reqneBted  the  Secre- 
tory to  read  the  paragraph  from  a  newspaper 
which  he  sent  to  the  table.  The  Secretary 
then  read  from  the  Okbe  of  Batnrd^y  the  fol- 
lowing paragr^ : 

WbeUw  iMneooe  has  c&aght,  In  bis  virita  to 
the  Capitol,  th«  mania  which  has  prevuled  daring 
the  two  last  sessions  in  the  Senate ;  whether  he  has 
beorane  infatuated  with  the  chimeres  which  have 
troubled  the  bndns  of  the  disappointed  and  ambi- 
tious orators  who  have  dejected  tiie  Prendent  as  a 
Cnaar  wlio  o^ht  to  have  a  Bratns — as  a  Oomwell — 
a  Nero— a  Iiberius — we  know  not.  K  no  secret 
ctMupiracy  has  prompted  the  perpetration  of  the  hor- 
rid deed,  we  ttunk  it  not  lmprol»ble  that  some  delu- 
sion of  intellect  has  grown  oat  his  visits  to  the 
Capitol ;  and  that,  hearing  despotism  and  every  hor^ 
rible  misc^ef  threatened  to  the  Republic,  and  revo- 
lution and  all  its  train  of  calamities  imputed  as  tlie 
necessary  consequence  of  the  Preadent's  measures, 
it  may  be  ttMt  the  infatuated  man  ftuided  he  had  reft- 
•QM  to  become  Us  coontry^i  avengw.  If  be  had 
bend  and  fleUsiwi  Mr.  Gaiaonhi  qpeedi  the  di^' 
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before  yesterday,  he  would  have  fimnd  in  H  an^^ 
justifiomim  of  hla  attnqit  on  one  who  wai  v^m- 
seuted  as  the  cause  of  the  most  dreadful  calaniitifa 
to'  the  nation,  as  one  who  made  perfect  rottetmess 
and  corruption  to  pervade  the  vit^  of  the  Govern- 
ment, insomuefa  tlmt  it  was  scarcely  worth  picaur- 
ing,  if  it  wen  poatfile.'' 

ICr.  OiLHoxnr  rose  to  make  a  few  remarksi 
not  so  much  in  reference  to  himself^  for  that 
was  of  little  importanoe,  as  on  the  |>oUtical 
hearing  of  the  paragraph  from  the  official  Gov- 
ernment pi4>er,  whidi  hod  just  been  read  to  the 
Senate.  There  were  some  things^  which,  taken 
in  themselves,  were  of  so  little  importaiioe  as 
not  to  be  enUtled  ,.to  notice,  bnt  which, 
standing  in  connection  with  other  matters,  irere 
freqnenUy  of  great  importance,  and  demanded 
attention.  Whatever  might  be  the  character  of 
the  paper  (the  Globe)  fimn  whidL  tba  pax»- 
graph  just  read  had  been  taken;  howerer  low, 
however  deg^ed  its  character  inl^  be,  it 
was  yet  known  to  be  the  oi;^^  (tf  the  ExecntiTe 
wHl ;  and  that  it  was  snstuned,  pampered  by, 
and  dependent  upon,  that  branch  tiie  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  in  commenting  on  a  paragraf^ 
like  title  present  in  which  the  ExecntiTe  was 
personally  concerned,  it  was  not  an  naiioir 
presumption  to  condude  that  it  had  hod  his 
sanction,  had  been  authorized  by  him.  To  pass 
over  the  personal  insinuations,  which,  as  he  bad 
observed,  were  unworthy  of  notice,  he  (Mr.  0.) 
wonld  say  a  few  words  on  tiie  new  politacd 
principle  set  forth  in  the  paragn^kh.  It  was 
impossible  to  read  the  article,  and  not  aaa  that 
it  went  on  the  ground,  that  whoaoever  ooii- 
demns  what  he  believes  oonsdentiondj  to  be 
the  abases  and  corruptions  of  this  Govemnwat^ 
was  to  be  hdd  up  in  the  li^t  of  an  inatigatar 
of  assassination ;  and,  that  no  uncertainty  od  tiiis 
point  might  be  left  on  the  mind  of  the  reader, 
the  artide  referred  to  a  partionlar  transactiou 
in  which  he  (Mr.  0.)  was  personally  concerned. 
He  wonld  not  condescend  to  defend  himself  in 
relation  to  the  matters  contained  In  the  para- 
graph that  had  been  read ;  they  needed  no  de- 
fence. What  were  the  fiwtsi  The  Senate 
were  in  debate  on  the  Fort  Office  reptwtB.  Tlie 
Post  Office,  it  was  acknowledged  on  all  lands, 
stood  convicted  of  entMmous  otnises,  not  to  s^y 
oorruptions.  He  bad  risen,  in  his  place,  to  com- 
ment generally  on  the  abuses  thus  exhibited; 
he  had  made  no  personal  allusions  whatsoever. 
He  spoke  of  the  oormptionB  of  the  times,  and 
of  them  mainly ;  though  this  he  did  say,  that 
the  evil  was  not  so  much  to  be  attributed  to 
any  defect  in  the  working  of  the  machinery  as 
in  the  administration  itself.  Tet  these  general 
denunciations,  in  these  broad  terms,  are  aaaerted 
by  the  Government  official  here,  as  warranting 
an  individual  to  make  this  attempt  at  assosdna- 
tion.  Could  ho  have  wontonly  said  that  which 
would  have  aothorixed  awassfaiation,  he  would 
he  little  better  than  an  asaasda.  whatl  to 
hold  up  abuses  to  instigate  assasajnatiwi  I  To 
Vbot  was  the  authority  of  this  body  rednoed, 
(v  atten^ted  to  be  redooedt  Aooording  to 
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the  mw  dootrioea,  the  Seiute  wu  to  look 
silently  on  when  these  oormptions  and  abases 
were  passing  beneath  t^eir  eyes,  became,  for- 
sooth, they  inif^ht  nltunately  be  called  on  to 
es^ess  their  opinions  in  their  judicial  character. 

This  body,  then,  dare  not  express  opinions, 
and,  if  they  do  express  them,  they  may  be  called 
on  to  ezponge  thcdr  recorded  sentameiita  from 
tiw  Jonnul  of  tlie  Senate.  Then,  vhat  n«Etf 
No  indiTidoal  Senator  ia  to  be  permitted  to 
ezpresa  any  opinion  as  to  a  particnlar  indiTidaal, 
lest  he  be  held  np  to  the  world  as  the  Instigatw 
of  aasaad  nation  I  General  dflaonwations  cf 
misconduct,  oormptions  or  abnses,  were  to  be 
held  ap  as  indicating  usasduation  I  Could 
they  mistake  the  tendency  of  this  t  Did  they 
not  see,  dearly  as  the  light  of  heaven,  the  man^ 
to  irresponsible  power  f  Did  it  not  conflna 
what  he  (Ur.  0.)  observed  bnt  the  other  day, 
that  a  stage  had  been  reached  in  our  political 
affairs  that  most  result  in  reformation  or  rero- 
Intimt  He  saw  aroond  him,  in  the  ranks  of 
the  administration,  many  old  fHendi  and  ao- 
qnaintancea,  whose  patriotism,  and  whose  at- 
tachment to  the  Institntiona  of  their  conn^ 
oonld  not  be  mistaken.  He  asked  them  to  look, 
to  see  what  we  are  come  to,  to  see  what  iras 
the  melancholy  resnlt  of  this  etate  of  things, 
l^e  degradation  of  parties,  and  the  consequent 
growth  of  an  irresponsible  power.  He  under- 
stood the  criaia  to  which  the  ooontry  had 
arrived.  He  knew  the  danger  to  be  incurred 
by  ezponng  abuses  existing  in  the  executive 
branch  of  the  Government.  He  asked  no 
fitTors — he  was  no  candidate.  He  deored  no 
offioei  He  would  uj.  as  an  hmeatt  omiden- 
tions  man.  trho  loved  the  instUntltmi  his 
country,  that  he  woold  do  his  du^  in  spite  of 
menace,  oome  from  -yriaA  qouter  it  wcnild,  or 
in       <tf  Cate. 


WiDNXBDAT,  Febmary  4. 
Indian  TreaUet —  Whether  HktatM*  teUhin  tke 
meaninff  of  the  coTiaUtuHott^  and  fupnma  mmt 
the  latot  of  the  Statee  f 

[ICr.  Cut  presented  the  memorial  of  certain 
Cherokees  Iniag  In  the  State  of  Geoigia,  and  widt- 
ing  to  remove  to  the  west  of  the  Wsslsali^  Sw, 
and  praying  CongrflOi  to  proride  tiiem  a  pennanoit 
bona  then^  safe  flam  faileiftreBee,  or  Jitfniakn  ftom 
wUte  people;  Id  presenting  the  memorial,  Mr.  C 
stdmadTerted  upon  the  legiaUtion  of  the  State  of 
Geoi^a,  wbldi  lud  aasomed  jurisdiction  over  the  In- 
dians wiUun  her  limits,  and  subjected  tbem  to  her 
lavs  jodidally  admbiistered.  This  brought  np  the 
question  the  sapremaoy  of  Indian  treaties ;  and 
whether  they  were  laolnded  in  the  olus  of  treaties 
dedaied  by  the  omstitntiM  to  be  sapreme  laws  of 
the  land,  and  hbAng  on  tbe  States  f] 

Mr.  Wam:  The  oliJeot  of  the  memorial  is 
one  I  heartily  approve.  The  mttnorialista  are 
a  portion  of  the  Ohertdcee^  reaidiiv  TUbin  the 


limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  They  widi  to  emi- 
grate west  of  the  ri  ver  Hisasdppi,  and  there  have 
a  country  asugned  to  them,  where  they  can  live 
under  a  Government  of  their  own  choice,  pre* 
serve  as  far  as  they  may  think  right  their  own 
costoma,  exercise  their  privileges  in  endeavoring 
to  promote  the  dvilization  of  their  own  people, 
and  having  tiiem  instrnctod  tbe  dootrlnes  oi 
Christianity.  They  wiah  the-  United  States  to 
furnish  them  a  country  to  so  to,  to  be  at  the 
ezpMue  of  their  removal,  and  to  give  them  suit- 
aide  gnaxanteea  that  th^  diall  never  be  die- 
torhed  in  the  ooontry  to  which  they  may  emi- 
grate. 

If  any  additioDal  l^;iaIation  is  found  neoessarx 
upon  this  subject,  it  will  give  me  sincere  pleas- 
ure to  afford  my  aid  in  all  aoitable  enactments. 

But,  in  presenting  the  memorial  and  resolu- 
tions, the  nonorable  Senator  has  gone  into  a 
discusnw  of  the  powers  of  tbe  States,  and  the 
manner  in  wldoh  Aeir  poweza  have  been  ex- 
erted over  the  Indiana. 

I  do  not  believe  any  benefit  la  likely  to  remit 
to  the  peoide  of  the  United  States,  or  to  the 
Indians,  fh)m  such  diaousrfona :  bnt  as  the  sub- 
ject has  been  introduced,  it  is  due  to  the  Statea 
that  at  least  some  oi  tM  groonda  npon  which 
they  have  acted  should  be  hroai^t  to  the  notioe 
of  the  Senate. 

What  was  the  condition  of  the  Ictdians,  within 
the  limits  of  the  States,  at  the  close  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war  ? 

The  people  of  the  United  States  declared  their 
independence,  the  revolntiooaiy  war  in  mfdnte- 
naace  of  that  declaration,  terminated  in  a  treaty 
<rf  peace  in  1788.  The  bmits  and  bounds  of  die 
Statea  are  described  in  that  treaty.  Each  of 
the  States,  within  its  territorial  linuts,  believed 
it  was  free,  soverdgn,  and  independent,  and 
that  a  majority  had  a  right  to  prescribe  what- 
ever rales  they  pleased  for  the  government  of 
every  person,  of  every  age,  sex,  and  color,  within 
their  acknowledged  boundaries. 

Each  of  these  States  believe  they  still  posseaa 
all  these  powers,  except  so  &r  as  uiey  have  ex- 
pressly granted  them  to  the  fedo^  Government, 
for  the  good  of  the  whole. 

The  articles  of  confederation  gave  to  the 
fSederal  Goverantmt  powerto  regnlate  trade  and 
intmonne  with  tbe  Indiana^  bnt  cmtained  an 
express  proviso  that  Oongress  shall  not  interfere 
with  the  territ(Hlal  rights  of  the  StatesL 

The  first  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  was  made 
in  1766,  and  although  the  articles  referred  to 
were  then  in  force,  the  lands  allotted  to  the 
b^ians  included  a  laiiBO  portion  <rf  the  territory 
of  Korth  Carolina. 

That  State  was  not  inattentive  to  her  rights. 
She  had  an  agent  present  when  the  treaty  was 
n^otiated,  and  he  there  entered  the  solemn 
protest  of  his  State,  more  than  once,  against  this 
exercise  of  federal  power. 

These  protests  are  stiU  on  record,  andean  yet 
bejprodnoedf  at  any  time  the  Senate  may  desuo. 

The  next  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  was  after 
the  preeaut  conatitatiop  was  adc^)ted. 
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In  the  mean  North  O&rolina  had  been 
vrged  to  cede  h&  western  lands  to  the  United 
States,  and  one  motive  for  this  was,  that  the 
United  States  would  be  the  better  enabled  to 
regolate  their  afiUrs  with  the  Oherokeea,  it 
hma  them  btdieved  thej  all,  or  nearlj  all,  lived 
on  those  landi. 

In  ITBiy  Nor&  Oardina,  yielding  to  these 
8oUdtati<ms,  made  the  oeBsion. 

The  vacant  lands,  after  satisijring  all  existing 
elaima  agt^ost  North  Oarolina,  were  the  proper^ 
of  the  United  States,  who  also  had  the  sole 
power  of  le^lation.  The  United  States,  thus 
ownui^  the  vacant  soil,  and  having  the  entare 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction,  and  still  believing 
the  Oherokees  resident  npon  this  territory,  made 
the  treaty  of  Holston,  In  1791. 

After  agreeing  npon  the  bonndaiy  between 
the  whites  and  the  Indians,  there  is  an  eroress 
goarautee  to  the  Indians  of  their  lands.  This, 
u  my  memoTf  serves  me,  is  the  first  guarantee 
to  tnese  Indians.  This  gnarantee  was  inswted, 
not  by  the  mere  motion  of  onr  oommisrioner, 
but  1^  the  express  instrnotion  of  President 
Washington.  The  reascn  of  this  is  obvious  to 
me.  General  Washington  believed,  attiiat  day, 
the  oountry  gnaranteed  to  the  Indians  was  a 
tract  over  which  the  United  States  alone  had 
the  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction,  and  that  they 
were  the  owners  of  the  soil ;  that  neither  the 
sovereign  nor  territorial  rights  of  any  State 
were  invaded  by  snoh  a  stipulation,  and  that  it 
wonld  be  the  means  of  preventing  futnre  en- 
oroachmente  npon  the  In(uans. 

We  now  know  by  our  own  exeentive  Joomal, 
kept  secret  nntil  a  tbw  years  past,  that  wnoi  the 
first  agreementa  with  Indians  were  made,  after 
the  adoption  of  the  constitntion,  the  President 
himsdf  doubted  whethw  they  ooght  to  go 
through  the  forms  prescribed  finr  treaties ;  he 
sent  a  message  to  the  Senate ;  It  doubted,  but 
eventaally  seems  to  have  acted  npon  the  opinion 
that  the  formal  sanction  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Senators  present,  required  to  ratify  treaties, 
woold  be  a  safe  rule  as  to  these  compacts  or 
agreements,  and  the  course  then  adopted  has 
been  pursued  ever  since, 

A  farther  illnstration  of  General  Washington's 
Tiew%  as  to  the  rights  of  States,  ms^  be  given 
by  his  ocmdoot  in  relation  to  Imds  within  the 
limits- of  New  Torl^  which  were  attempted  to 
be  seomwd  to  Indians  by  treafy.  HeoondMimed 
tills  course  on  the  part  of  the  agent,  and  made 
it  the  snhJecA  of  a  spedal  letter  now  on  record. 

The  tract  of  country  ceded  by  the  State  of 
North  OaroUna  to  the  United  States  in  1769, 
and  which  was  a  territory  in  1791,  when  the 
Holston  treaty  was  made,  continued  to  be  a 
territory  till  February,  179Q,  when  the  people 
residing  npon  it  framed  a  oonstitntion,  and  after- 
wards were  admitted  into  the  Unicm. 

In  the  treaties  with  the  Oherokees  sabsequent 
to  that  period,  (and  there  were  many  of  tnem, 
as  has  oeea  oorreetly  said  1^  the  bcmorable 
8eiist(fffhHnEenta<^,)the  United  St^esseem 
to  have  lost  tig^  of  the  dlstiiMtim  betwMn 
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their  power  over  a  country,  of  which  they  lud 
both  the  right  of  soil  and  the  jurisdiction,  tod 
one  where  the  States  had  the  right  of  scnl  ud 
jurisdiction,  and  to  have  continued  the  goaw- 
tee  as  inserted  in  the  treaty  of  1791. 

The  States,  however,  do  not  acqiueseeiafiie 
ezendse  of  federal  powo*.  The  same  a^m 
entertained  by  Korth  Oarotina  in  1786  ia  taia- 
tained  and  acted  upcai  now. 

They  mftintAin  uiat  tiiey  are  sovereign  ud 
independent  oommnnities,  within  the  whole  of 
their  chartered  limits,  irnon  all  p<Miit8vheTe 
they  have  not  transferred  their  powers  to  tk 
federal  Government. 

They  maintain  that  these  agreunenti,  vith  i 
portion  of  th^  own  population,  are  not  treaties, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution;  ud 
they  deny  that  they  have  ever  vested  is  the 
federal  Govemment  the  power,  by  treaty  « 
otiierwise,  with  any  portion  of  the  pec^  witlm 
their  limits,  no  matter  whether  the  peoptam 
French,  German,  or  Indiana,  to  take  ma  tlx 
State  one  acre  of  its  territory  and  tnuuAr  it  to 
any  other  ^ple  whatever. 

They  maintun  that  each  State  has  the  li^i, 
independentiy  of  the  federal  and  all  other  Gotob- 
meats,  to  enact  such  laws  for  the  ^vermnent 
that  whole  population  as,  in  the  wisdom  of  tbtii 
own  Legislatures,  may  seem  best  suted  to 
interests  of  all ;  and  lliat,in  the  exerdseof  tbit 
power,  none  out  of  their  limits  has  the  ri^t  to 
mterfere. 

If  the  States  are  right  in  the  operatioaof 
these  powers,  it  must  dearly  follow  that  tb? 
alone  nave  the  power  to  judge  wh^er  tbcir 
laws  are  adi^tted.  to  the  condinon  and  wants  of 
their  people. 

Whether  the  States  are  correct  in  the  asatr- 
tloa  and  maintenance  of  these  rights  end  povn 
or  not,  they  think  they  are,  and  maaj  otben 
think  with  them.  They  have  acted  man  then, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so,  as  I  flrmly  bdien. 
Georgia  has  extended  her  laws  over  her  vticde 
limits.  Tennessee  has,  to  some  purpose^  lioa* 
the  same  thing ;  andaohas  Nortti  OardiBaw 
Alabama. 

How,  then,  are  these  States  to  be  induoed  to 
resdnd  or  repeal  tiiese  laws  ?  Suppose  the 
United  States  to  wply  to  them  for  the  repeal: 
Oxer  win  answer,  thor  laws  are  qiprorM  1? 
thorpeoi^:  they  had  the  power  to  eiiscttbtB. 
and  fiisy  win  not  raped  them.  Whatthear 
Are  the  United  States  to  apply  foroe  to  Mvpd 
therepeall  If  theydo,and  snoh  force  it  n't 
by  an  opposing  force  from  the  States,  ire  tben 
have  presented  to  oar  view  the  most  horriti  of 
all  spectacles — armed  strife  between  brotben ; 
and,  in  the  midst  of  it,  what  beoomes(^  tbe  red 
men  for  whose  rights  the  war  is  waged  f  The; 
are  swept  from  uiis  state  of  existence, 
the  war  terminates,  there  will  be  no  Lftdiaut^ 
be  protected  by  the  United  States,  or  b/ tie* 
States  individually. 

The  time  haa  arrived  when  we  must  all 
out  plainlv  as  we  think.  These  people,  if  tlKf 
remain  where  they  are,  most  sabmtttotbeUn 
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(tf  Oie  napectiTe  States.  Thejoaimot«ziBtSii 
the  States  aa  a  separate  and  distinct  cwunnnitj, 
eorerned  by  tbMr  own  onstrans  and  laws. 
Bome  of  them  are  dvilized  and  enlightened; 
they  will  make  useful  and  respectable  members 
of  any  community.  They  may  still  remtun 
where  they  are  if  Uiey  choose.  But  that  is  not 
the  oonditioa  of  the  class  of  the  Indian  popu- 
lation. They  are  poor,  igBcnsiit,  and  unin- 
formed. 

Residing  where  they  now  do,  certain  misery 
and  ruin  await  them.  If  they  wIU  remove  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  out  of  our  States  and 
organized  Territonm,  they  may  be  preserved. 
I'here  they  mi?  pn^gress  in  that  eiviUzafion 
whidi  has  commenced ;  they  can,  as  fkvemen, 
have  a  government  of  their  own  cfaoioe ;  their 
interests  can  be  promoted  and  their  rights  pro- 
tected by  the  United  States,  without  collision 
wit^  any  State.  Who  now  donhts  that  it  is 
their  interest  to  do  so  f  Few  men  oau  doubt  it 
who  will  take  pains  to  acquire  correct  informa- 
tion, and  then  duly  consider  the  subject  I  be- 
lieve the  time  has  nearly  arrived,  and  will  cer- 
tainly soon  have  arrived,  when  there  will  l>e  but 
one  opinion  npon  this  snl^ect  throughout  onr 
connto'' 

The  pdiqr  of  Indndng  onr  Indians  to  remove 
west  of  the  IGssisini^  did  not  orinnate  with 
this  administaralion.  As  early,  at  aU  ermta^  as 
1804,  It  was  the  pofit^  c/I  Mr,  Je^raon.  It 

has  been  t^e  policy  of  every  succeeding  admin- 
istration ;  and,  during  the  Isst  administration, 
it  had,  in  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  one  of  its 
ablest  advocates.  The  great  distinction  between 
this  and  prior  adminirtratdons  oonsists  in  the 
present  having  succeeded  to  a  much  greater 
extent  in  carrying  into  effect  what  all,  from  the 
time  of  Kr.  Jefferson,  dec^red  to  accomplish. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  thinks, 
as  the  State  of  Georgia  has  shut  her  courts 
aaginst  these  people,  we  ought  to  open  those  of 
the  United  States  to  tliem.  And,  if  we  can,  let 
me  asfc,  Mr.  Frerident,  of  what  Ia^H)tioal  bwefit 
will  such  a  provision  he  I  Useless.  Encourage 
a  poor  Indian,  living  sorrotuided  by  whites  un- 
friendly to  him,  to  commence  suitin  the  federal 
droidt  court,  and  then  follow  it  here  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  assert  his  title  to  160  or  to  640 
acres  of  land,  and,  by  tiie  time  the  eanse  is 
dedded,  he  and  his  family  will  have  starved  to 
death. 

Instead  of  this,  let  us  encourage  them,  by  all 
the  means  in  our  power,  to  remove.  Every  day 
they  remain  the  means  of  the  United  States  to 
fomish  them  oomfintahle  homes,  west  of  the 
IGsaisrip^  are  lessening.  Otiier  tribes  are 
gc^ng  and  getting  their  dunoe  of  the  country. 
Let  those  be  woonraged  to  remove  speedily ; 
provide  funds  for  their  removal,  for  their  oom- 
nvtaUe  soimorfe  flt>r  a  season.  Furnish  th«u  a 
permanent  home,  guarantee  it  by  all  t^e  solem- 
nities which  can  be  deemed  neoessaiy,  and  then 
fiuthfoUy  observe  this  guarantee. 

Upon  these  points,  if  additional  legislation  is 
found  to  be  ^ofvtj  I  am  willing  to  go  to  any 


ortent  which  may  he  deemed  neoessar3^  and 
which  is  not  Incmuistent  with  what  is  due  to 
the  Interests  of  the  great  body  of  our  com- 
munity. 

Hr.  Benton  rose,  not  for  the  pnrpuse  of  tak- 
ing part  iu  the  littie  discussion  going  on,  but  of 
caUing  up  a  voice  far  more  powerful  tban  his 
own — that  of  Kr.  Jefferson.  The  gentleman 
fcom  Georgia  (Mr.  OcraBKBr)  had  well  drawn 
the  distinction  between  arrangements  mode  w  ith 
the  Indian  tribes  under  our  protection,  and 
treaties  made  with  foreign  sovereigns.  It  was 
very  clear  that  those  things  called  treaties  with 
the  Indians  were  not  treaties  recognized  by  the 
oonstitution of  the  United  States.  lUswasthe 
ground  also  taken  by  the  Soiator  from  Tenses* 
se&  originating  with  General  Wasldngton,  when 

had  doubts  whether  he  could  with  propriety 
oommunicate  such  treaties  to  the  Senate  ct  the 
United  States.  It  was  true  that  the  vote  on 
liiem  was  taken  in  the  usual  form  prescribed  in 
the  constitution  for  ratifying  a  treaty  with  a 
foreign  power—that  is,  by  a  minority  of  two- 
thirds  ;  but  this  nmple  circumstance  could  not 
possibly  alter  their  nature.  When  the  word 
treaty  was  put  in  the  oonstitution,  that  treaty 
oidy  was  meuit  which  was  known  to  the  laws 
of  nations.  In  the  first  plaee.  it  was  a  treaty 
that  must  be  made  with  a  tom^  naticm ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  it  must  m  with  a  nation 
that  had  the  power  to  oontanot  a  treaty.  Were 
these  treaties  made  with  the  Indian  tribes,  such 
as  were  recognized  by  writers  on  national  law  % 
He  denied  that  it  was  permitted  to  statesmen 
to  take  such  shallow  views  <^  a  subject  so 
exalted  as  treaties  between  two  sovereign  pow- 
ers. How  could  these  treaties  with  the  luoians 
residing  within  the  limits  of  a  sovereign  and 
independent  State  be  oonndered  in  the  l^ht  of 
treaties  recognized  by  the  constitution  ?  Was 
it  to  be  supposed  that  one  of  the  States  of  this 
Unum  wouM  ever  have  put  it  into  the  power  of 
the  federal  Government  to  barter  away  a  por- 
tion of  her  territory  ?  Lo<A  at  tlie  wandering 
bands  of  the  Siooz,  Eicd[^<»,  Sacs,  and  Foxes, 
with  whom  we  have  made  similar  treaties,  and 
who  do  not  possess  even  a  blanket.  Were  thOT 
nations  with  whom  treaties  could  be  made 
under  the  treaty-making  power  given  by  the 
constitution!  Can  we,  auced  Mr.  B.,  make 
treaties  which  set  at  defiance  tiie  constituti<m 
and  laws,  by  giving  away  the  territory,  and 
interfuing  wiu  the  internal  policy  of  a  sovo* 
rugn  and  independent  State  %  It  was  a  great 
and  vital  error  Of  those  Jodgeswho  had  dedared 
these  arrangnuents  wuh  the  Indians  to  be  the 
same  things  as  the  treaties  with  foreign  nation^ 
that  the  federal  Goramment  can  make  under 
the  forms  prescribed  in  tlie  eonstitntion.  It 
was  a  great  error  to  suppose  that  a  treaty  made 
with  the  Yancton  band  of  the  Sioux  (so  po<»*, 
so  miserable,  and  so  destitntOk  that  there  is  not 
a  blanket  in  the  tribe,  but  msf  must  protect 
thenuelves  from  the  inclemency  of  the  sessm 
with  a  buffalo  robe)  was  the  same  as  that  made 
with  a  f or^gn  and  independent  natitm.  IM  it 
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be  reocdtoeted  tlutfhe  same  anaiiffaiient  made 
with  fhft  Knthon  Indiana,  iDiBoaned  a  treaty, 
may  be  made  wUh  the  miserable  and  d^raded 
Tanoton  banded  the  SUmx;  and  then  let  gentle- 
men 81^  Thether,  by  any  itretoh  <^  imagination 
or  language,  these  airangementfi  can  be  called 
treaties  under  the  treaty-making  power  confer- 
red by  the  oonstitBtioD,  and  described  by  all  the 
miters  on  nadomd  law.  He  begged  pardon  of 
the  Senate  for  detuning  them  while  he  said 
tiiese  few  words.  His  only  purpose  in  rising 
vas  to  call  te  tiieir  attention  the  doctrines  of 
ytr.  Jefferson  'On  this  snbject;  and  withoat 
fdrtber  remark  he  wonld  proeeed  to  read  a  few 
sentences  on  the  treaty-making  power. 

*'To  what  sutg'eets  this  pover  extends  has  not 
been  defined  in  detail  by  the  constitution ;  nor  are 
we  entinely  agreed  among  ouisdvea.  1.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  It  must  concern  tiie  for^gn  nation,  party 
to  tin  contract,  or  it  would  be  a  mere  noUity,  m 
fnUr  no*  atiu  acta,  S.  "By  the  general  power  to 
make  treaties  the  constltuUon  must  bare  mtended  to 
cc«n prebend  only  those  subjects  which  «re  osually 
regulated  by  treaty,  and  cannot  be  otherwise  regu- 
lated. 8.  It  most  haT0  meant  to  except  out  of  tiiese 
die  rights  raerred  to  tiie  States;  fsr  surely  the 
nflrident  and  Senate  cannot  do,  by  trea^,  what  the 
wliido  Goranmeiit  b  Interdicted  fnaa  doiog  in  any 
■ay." 

The  vnrpose  for  yfl^ah  he  had  risen  was  to 
naike  the  tangaase  of  Mr.  Jefferson  known  to 
the  retT  reajwctuile  ddlegation  of  the  Ghero- 
kee&  who  were  then  listening  to  the  debate. 
Ss  had  known  many  of  the  Oherokees  well, 
had  eqjoyed-thmr  hospitality,  oonld  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  moral  worth  and  excellent  char- 
acter of  many  of  the  nation ;  and  his  most  anx- 
lons  wish  w^  to  see  the  whole  of  them  removed 
to  a  conntry  where  they  oonld  live  happily  in 
the  enjoynieDt  of  their  own  laws  and  ciwtoms, 
nndistnrbed  by  the  neighborhood  of  the  whites. 
He  wished,  also,  to  make  them  understand  that 
iOuj  were  delnoing  themselves  whoi  they  aap- 
posed  that  arrangements  made  with  their  tribe 
eonid  be  prmwriy  considered  treaties,  as  known 
to  the  ccmatttaUon,  or  tiiat  tbey  oonld  possibly 
«^  OS  an  independent  oommnnity  within  the 
lli^ts  of  a  sovereign  State. 

Kr.  Olat  said :  The  gentieman  from  Tennes- 
see (Mr.  Whitx)  bad  remarked  that  they  were 
all  nnoonstitntional  treaties ;  that  they  had  no 
binding  force  as  treaties ;  that  C^eneral  Wash- 
ington was  mistaken;  that  every  succeeding 
a£niiiiBtration  was  mistaken;  that  General 
Jaclcson  himself  was  mistaken,  in  1817,  in 
r^ard  to  these  treaties.  Kow,  if  they  gave  the 
argument  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee ite  fioll  fbrce,  what  waa  the  oonseqnenoe  f 
"What  did  he  (Mr.  0.)  offer  1  He  aaid,  merely 
to  open  the  question  to  the  court.  If  they  had 
no  validity,  if  the  qnestion  which  was  sent  to 
the  Jndioiary  did  not  rest  upon  treaties,  they 
eould  vindicate  no  rights  under  them.  Why 
had  Georgia,  if  she  believed  there  were  no 
treaties,  made  provinons  in  her  late  act  to 
vhidh  be  bad  refarredt   Why  ahat  oat  the 


^VWBBBAMT,  1885. 

rights  of  the  Bidians  under  the  treaty  t  Why, 
if  die  waa  oonvineed  of  the  unconstitntioiulity 
of  the  treaties,  did  she  not  allow  them  to  be 
snhmitted  to  the  federal  Judiciary,  wfach  waa 
bound  to  declare  that  they  were  not  obligatory 
and  binding,  if  nnoonstitntional  1  Why  has  she 
studiotisly  precluded  the  possibili^  of  a  review 
in  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the  decimons  of  the 
local  tribunals  I  But  the  gentieman  had  told 
the  Senate  that  the  treaty  of  1791  was  the  first 
that  guaranteed  to  the  Oherokees  their  lands, 
and  that  President  Washington  doubted  whether 
it  was  necessary  to  submit  it  to  the  Senate.  It 
might  be  true,  at  the  commenoemeut  of  the 
Government,  when  every  thing  was  new  and 
unfixed,  that  there  were  doobto ;  bat  General 
Waahingtoa  decided  that  it  was  a  treaty,  and  lud 
it,  with  his  doabtB,  b^bre  the  S«iate,  who 
decided  them,  and  the  treaty  was  ratified  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate.  And  from  that 
day  those  doubts  have  remidned  dispelled.  He 
waa  indebted  to  the  honorable  Senator  for  the 
historical  fact  which  he  (Mr.  0.)  bad  not  before 
pressed,  that  this  very  guarantee  which  secnred 
to  the  Indians  the  undisturbed  possesson  of 
their  lands,  in  the  treaty  of  1791,  waa  inserted 
by  the  express  direction  of  the  Father  of  bis 
Oountry.  And  the  Senate  was  called  upon  now, 
not  merely  to  violate  the  solemn  obUgations 
whioh  the  whole  nation  had  contracted,  bat  to 
violate  the  proviaon  wludi  had  been  iiiaeited  at 
the  instance  of  the  Teoerated  Father  of  his 
Ooontryt 


Fbidat,  February  6. 

The  honorable  John  Buoolbs,  elected  a  Sen- 
ator from  the  Stete  of  Mune,  to  supply  the 
vacuicy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the 
honorable  FBUta  Spuan^  appeared  to-day, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Soadi  in  As  Territory  ofArhaum, 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Pobtkb,  the  Senate  totdc  up 
the  bill  making  miroiniatitms  for  th«  oomple- 
tion  of  oertaia  rous  in  the  Territwy  of  Arkan- 
sas; and  the  bill,  having  been  expl^ned  and 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Hkndbiokb  and  Pobtbb, 
and  opposed  by  Vx,  "Bill,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


HosDAT,  Febroary  9. 
ExdcutiiM  Patronoffetmd  Cfovemmmt  Sbipenm. 

}£r.  GALnovir  said  he  was  directed  by  the 
select  committee  (^pointed  to  inquire  into  the 
extent  of  executive  patronage,  and  the  means 
by  which  it  might  be  reduoeo,  to  report  tira 
resolt  of  thdr  labors;  and  he  waa  haj^y  to  say 
that  all  the  propositions  b^ore  than  had  met 
with  the  consent  of  every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, with  the  exception  of  a  single  one,  and 
on  that  there  was  but  one  dissentient  vote. 

The  report  was  then  read.  The  reading 
oooQpied  an  hour  and  a  hal^  and  concteded 
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with  reocmunending  the  adoption  of  a  Jdnt 
resolntioii ;  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  joint  resolntion  proposes  an  amendment 
to  the  Oonstjtntion  of  the  United  States,  provid- 
ing for  a  distribatlon  of  the  snrplus  revenues 
among  tiie  several  States  and  Territories  ontll 
the  year  184S. 

The  committee  also  reported  a  hill  to  r^alate 
the  deposits  of  the  pnblio  money ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  made  the 
qwdal  order  for  Thursday  next 

The  committee  also  reported  a  Un  to  repeal 
the  first  and  second  secnons  of  an  act  to  Imiit 
iht  term  of  office  to  certain  officers  therein 
named;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  made  the  special  order  for  Thursday  next 

Mr.  Oalhoun,  under  the  instructions  of  the 
committee,  offered  the  foUowin^  resolntion; 
which  lies  one  day  for  consideration : 

Ruolved,  Tfa&t  the  Secretory  of  the  Tressujy  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  Sentte,  at  the  commence- 
meat  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  what  duties 
under  twenty  per  cent  ad  valorem,  is  provided  by 
the  dxth  seetiaa  ttf  the  act  of  the  Sd  of  Ibreb, 
18S8,  enOtled  "An  set  to  modUy  the  act  of  the  14th 
of  July,  1888,  and  all  other  seta  impodog  duties  on 
imports,"  can  be  reduced  or  repealed  eomdstentlf 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  manufacturing  interest,  and 
an  estimate  rf  the  probable  amount  of  the  reduction. 

Mr.  OAuionH  having  moved  to  print  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  report  of  me  committee 
of  which  Mr.  Bentos  was  ehairman,  in  1826, 
on  the  dangerous  tendency  of  exeootlTe  patron* 
age  at  that  day — 

Hr.  FoniDxzTKB  rose  to  make  an  additional 
motion,  with  re^>eot  to  the  printing  of  the 
report  mentioned  by  the  Senator  from  South 
(Wolina ;  and  also  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee which  had  jnst  been  read.  It  was  his 
object,  he  said,  to  move  for  the  printing  of 
thirty  thousand  extra  copies  of  both  uiese 
reports,  for  the  use  of  l^ie  Senate,  and  for  dis- 
tnbntion  among  the  people  of  die  United  States. 

He  had  been  de^y  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  views  presented  to  the  Senate 
and  to  the  oouotry,  by  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  abuses 
of  executive  patronage,  and  the  means,  if  any, 
by  which  it  could  be  retrenched.  HC)  for  one, 
be^ed  leave  to  accord  to  the  committee  his 
hearty  thanks  for  the  labor  which  they  had 
bestowed  on  the  snliject  referred  to  them,  and 
for  the  illustrations  which  they  had  given  to  the 
various  topica  touched  in  the  report  made  by 
them  this  morning  to  the  Senate.  It  cannot  he 
disguised,  B^d  Mr.  P.,  that  the  qnestion  is  now 
distinctly  presented  to  the  American  people,  of 
the  importance  of  which  they  seem  to  be  but 
little  aware,  whether  power  is  to  be  perpetuated 
in  the  hands  of  a  dominant  party  by  tne  influ- 
enoe  of  patronage  and  the  public  money ;  and 
whether,  by  the  use  of  these  means,  the  incum- 
bent of  the  executive  chair  shall  be  enabled  to 
transfsr  the  power  which  he  now  wldda  to 
wnna  fit-rorite  foooeaor ;  or  whether  tiiat 
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office  is,  as  heretofore,  under  the  practical  oper- 
ation of  our  system,  to  be  freely  conferred  by 
the  unbought  sufii'ages  of  the  people.  It  is  a 
question  of  grave  import,  in  which  the  office* 
holders  and  uieir  dependents  are  ranged  on  tiie 
one  side,  and  the  friends  of  popular  rights  and 
free  suffrage  on  the  other.  He  deprecated  the 
consequence  that  might  resnlt  from  the  ap- 
parent apathy  which  seemed  to  prevail  among 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  whue  gradual  but 
fatal  encroachments  were  made,  by  thcne  who 
wield  the  destinies  of  the  country,  on  the 
fonndattons  (Mf  pnbllo  liberty  and  the  principles 
of  onr  free  c<Hutitntion.  AU  repnblics  hare 
fidlen  under  the  deleterious  infloenee  of  an  un- 
limited and  misplaced  confidence  of  the  people 
iu  the  purity  and  stability  of  human  virtue, 
which  never  fails  to  end  in  cruel  disappoiut- 
ment 

The  American  people,  he  feared,  had  been  led 
of  late  into  this  great  error,  from  which  it  may 
be  found  difficult  to  redeem  them.  They  have 
been  slow  to  believe  that  an  individual,  on  whose 
virtue  and  patriotism  they  have  heretofore 
placed  the  most  impU(at  reliance,  could  be 
capable  of  attempting  to  carry  out  measures, 
the  inevitable  tendency  and  effects  of  which 
must,  in  the  end,  if  not  rebuked,  produce  the 
overthrow  0£  their  liberties.  The  only  mode  by 
which  the  people  could  be  roused  feom  th^ 
state  of  apathy  was  by  the  free  circulation  and 
diffhsion  of  information,  coming  from  authentio 
sources,  combined  wiui  such  sound  reasoning 
and  conclu^ons  as  are  to  be  found  in  this  report 
and  other  papers,  similar  in  their  character, 
emanating  from  committees  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Oongress.  Thus,  by  the  dissemination  of  fact 
and  aigument,  the  eyes  of  the  people  may  be 
opened  to  the  dangers  by  which  they  are  sur- 
rounded, and  the  alarming  powers  which,  un- 
happily for  tiie  country,  are  claimed  and  exer- 
cised by  the  present  Ohief  Magistrate.  Of  all  the 
assnm^ions  of  power,  of  whlui  there  had  been 
such  an  abundant  supply  for  the  last  two  years, 
there  was  not  one  so  chuigeroas  in  its  character 
as  the  construction  put  by  the  President  on  the 
power  (Mf  appointment  and  removal  from  office. 
Under  this  construction  the  Executive  might,  at 
pleasure,  prostrate  and  override  every  other 
department  of  the  Government,  not  even  ex- 
cepting the  Judidary.  This  is  effected  by  con- 
verting that  power,  which  was  ^ven  for  wise 
and  useful  purposes,  into  an  engine  which  may 
be  so  managed  as  to  accomplish  objects  iu  direct 
violation  of  the  oonstitntion.  and  thereby  con- 
centrate all  the  powers  of  tne  GoTemmrat  in 
one  of  its  departments,  which  all  hlatonrprorei 
is  that  department  most  dangerous  to  ue  liber* 
ties  of  the  people.  He  would,  therefore,  Ihnit 
and  restrain  this  power,  by  legislation,  as  fiir  as 
possible,  without  a  violation  of  the  express  pro 
visions  of  the  constitution. 

It  most  be  evident  to  every  reflecting  mind, 
tliat  the  concentration  of  these  two  powers  in 
the  same  hands  is  of  the  very  essence  of  despot* 
ism.  HovbadthePnaldentgotponession  of 
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fhe  pnbUo  treasarr  t  Not  by  virtoe  of  imy 

C»wer  vested  in  him  hytheoonstitDtlonandthe 
mi,  for  in  thcce  none  anch  is  to  be  found ;  bnt 
he  hod  effected  this  object  hj  appropriating  the 
power  of  removal  from  office  to  its  accomplish- 
ment The  President  told  the  Seoretarj  of  the 
Treasarr  to  remove  the  deposits  from  the  bank, 
where  the  law  had  placed  them  for  safe  keeping 
and  ^fltribation.  The  Seoretarj  replied,  that 
he  believed  the  pnbUo  interests  wotud  not  be 
cOQSolted  bj  sach  a  measure ;  bnt  that  it  wonld 
be,  in  his  opinion,  highlj  iqjorioiu  to  the  ooan- 
tn^  at  Isive,  and  ther^ore  he  oonld  not  om- 
■(nenlioas&  comply  with  the  wishes  oC  the 
Frerident  m  this  respect,  in  the  enrciaeof  a 
^floretlon  Tested  ezoJndvely  in  him  l^^  law. 
Wherenpon  the  President,  with  seeming  cour- 
tesy, informs  the  Secretary :  "  Sir,  I  wish  it  to 
be  ^stinctly  uiderstood  that  I  do  not  deure  to 
interfere  with  yoar  duties ;  yon  are  at  liberty  to 
ezecate  them  according  to  yoar  construction  of 
the  law ;  bnt  if  you  cannot  oonsoientiously .con- 
form to  my  will,  I  annul  your  oonmiisdon.  snd 
shall  appoint  an  officer  in  yoar  place,  more  pliant, 
who  will  obey  my  orders  on  my  re^nsibility, 
without  interposing  his  own  opinion,  either  in 
reference  to  the  powers  vested  in  him  by  law, 
or  the  good  of  the  oonntrr."  It  Is  trndenlable 
that,  according  to  tills  nue,  which  seems  now 
to  be  the  settled  docMne  of  this  administration, 
no  power  can  be  vMted  in  a  subordinate  officer 
of  the  Government  by  law,  whldi  is  not  liable 
to  be  controlled  in  its  execution,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  Will  any  one 
pretend  that  this  Government  thus  adminis- 
tered, is  one  of  checks  and  balances,  which 
limits  each  department  within  its  own  orbit 
and  confines  each  to  the  exercise  of  its  delegated 
powers  and  duties  f  Sir,  it  ia  no  such  uiing. 
The  monarch  of  Eogtand,  with  all  his  re^ 
sway  and  pomp,  wonld  not  dare  to  lay  hold  of 
the  public  treasury  of  the  kingdom,  and  loan  it 
out  at  his  pleasure  to  the  corporations  of  Uver- 
pool  or  London,  or  distribute  it  among  local 
banks,  as  his  own  whim  or  caprice,  or  bis  polit- 
ick arabiUon,  might  dictate.  Such  an  outrage 
would  arouse  the  spirit  of  English  liberty,  and 
tite  throne  itself  would  tremble  under  the 
crowned  head  who  had  dared  to  commit  it 
Bat,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  all  this  has  been 
done  in  this  free  country,  under  the  name  of 
democracy  I  The  people  have  not  yet  had  this 
question  fairly  before  them  for  their  decision. 

We  have,  indeed,  attempted  to  bring  the  high 
prenwiaUve  doctrines  of  the  presentday,  in  their 
naked  defonmty,  to  the  view  of  the  unsospeot- 
Ing,  houMt  dtizens  of  the  Beimblio.  Bnt  the 
issue  has  OMn  evaded,  and  tlie  people  every- 
where bare  been  unbluahingly  told  tbat  it  was 
a  mere  question  of  '*  bank  or  no  bank."  Thus, 
the  unpopularity  of  all  banks,  and  the  re<^ess 
denunciations  which  have  been  put  forth  in  the 

Sablic  press  against  the  Bank  of  the  United 
tates,  nave  been  brought  iu  aid  of  the  domi- 
nant party ;  the  minds  of  the  people  have  been 
lured  and  diverted  from  the  real  question  which 


they  had  to  dedde,  and,  under  this  delosioii, 
popular  elections  have  turned  in  favor  of  those 
who  have  inflicted  the  most  fatal  wonnda  on  the 
viUd  principles  of  our  free  constitution.  But, 
said  Mr.  P.,  I  will  not  permit  myself  to  doubt 
that,  whenever  the  freemen  of  this  cotmtrj  ahaH 
be  f\illy  informed  of  the  abuses  wMch  have  been 
practised  under  this  administratioD,  of  the  pros- 
titution of  the  press,  and  the  corrupt  porposes 
to  which  the  patronaee  of  the  Govenunent  has 
been  appliecL  and  of  the  unmeasured  abides  c£ 
power,  whitm  defies  the  restrunts  of  law,  ihij 
will  oome  to  the  reaone^  in  the  nu|je^  of  thor 
strength,  and  restore  the  oon^tnticm  to  its 
primitive  parity  and  ^plidty.  Against  the  for- 
midable array  executive  power,  now  claimed 
and  exercised,  nMther  ibe  constitution  nor  the 
law  affords  an  adequate  safeguard.  This  tre- 
mendous power  of  appointment  to  and  removal 
from  office,  applied  as  it  now  is,  enables  the 
President  to  substitute  bis  will,  and  render  it 
paramount  to  the  enactments  of  law,  or  the 
express  provisions  of  the  constitutitm.  A  single 
example  will  demonstrate  this  to  the  satisfaction 
of  ev^  unprejudioed  nund.  Tlie  power  is 
vested  in  Ck)ngree8toauth(ffixetlietta>oiiitniai( 
of  inferior  offiocn  by  the  ooorts  of^utw  or  the 
luada  of  Departmenti.  Oovld  moh  a  law  be 
executed  agdost  the  win  of  the  PnrideDtf  It 
is  manifsst  that  it  oould  not  For,  if  the  Head 
of  any  Department  shoiild  refase  to  ^^mnt 
each  inferior  t^loera  as  the  Fresidant  mij^ 
derignate^  notwithstanding  the  law,  inade  in 
porsuance  of  the  otmstitution,  vested  the  power 
exclusively  in  the  Department,  the  means  of 
enforcing  the  will  <^  the  President,  in  this 
respect,  is  rendered  pl^  and  simple^  by  hit 
fcnmer  practice  in  like  cases.  He  nU^t,  it  is 
true,  disclaim  all  intention  of  interfiBrlng  with  a 
bead  of  a  Department  in  the  execution  of  a  law, 
but  that  disoiiHmer  wonld  be  followed  up  by  the 
immediate  removal  of  tiiat  offioer,  if  he  did  not 
make  such  appointments  as  the  Presidait  might 
dictate. 

Thus  the  Prendent  ma^,  with  impunity, 
according  to  the  oonstractim  which  he  pats 
apon  his  own  powers,  trunple  under  foot  the 
laws  made  in  pursuanoe  the  constitation,  and 
make  his  mandate  superior  to  both.  These  are 
the  monstrons  doctrines  avowed  and  carried 
into  practical  operation  by  the  self-styled  democ- 
racy of  the  present  day.  In  this  manner  he 
might  even  go  farther,  and  efiectiially  control 
the  execution  of  the  judgments  and  decrees  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States.  Of  what  avail 
is  a  decree  of  Judgment  <»f  1^  Sapreme  Ocmt, 
if  it  oould  not  be  carried  into  exeoatJoaf  Kods 
at  alL  It  would  amount  to  a  mere  Irutam 
^VAnsn,  d  no  force  or  eflfoct  whatever.  Could 
not  the  power  of  removal  be  applied  to  a  mar- 
shal in  any  district  of  the  United  States,  if  be 
persisted  in  executing  a  judgment  of  tiie  court, 
in  opposition  to  an  order  from  ihe  Premdent 
prohibiting  him  from  levying  on  the  property 
of  the  defendant,  in  the  same  manner  that  it  bm 
been  applied  to  a  Secretary  oi  the  Tnasazj  for 
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denying  his  agency  in  the  transferof  the  paUic 
treasure  from  its  legal  place  of  d^sit  ?  There 
is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  service  to  be 
performed  which  would  make  it  an  raception 
to  the  general  rale  which  is  applicable  to  all 
officers  holding  commissions  at  uie  pleasure  of 
the  President.  Thus  be  would  become  the 
nl^ate  arbiter  of  the  most  solemn  decieionsof 
the  courts ;  he  might  examine  the  record,  and 

Sronounoe  an  opinion  that  the  judgment  or 
ecree  of  the  court  is  unoonstftutional,  as  he 
vndentands  it^  (and  he  ezeontes  the  ocauntntion 
as  he  understands  it ;)  and  on  thia  ground  alone, 
acoordlog  to  hia  good  will  and  plManre^  order 
the  marshal  to  disr^ard  the  process  cf  ezeea- 
ticm,  who  would  be  bound  to  obey  this  imperial 
mandate  or  surrender  his  office  to  another. 

Mr.  KiKo,  of  Qeo^^  sud  that  if  he  declined 
following  the  Senator  f^om  Hiasissippi  through 
the  range  he  had  taken  on  the  wrongful  ezer- 
daeof  ezeoutiTe  power,  he  hoped  he  would  find 
a  snffident  apology  in  the  fact,  that  in  no  part 
of  the  report  was  the  President's  construction 
of  the  consUtution  doubted.  He  hoped,  also, 
he  mi^t  be  pardoned  for  the  sn^estion,  that 
the  committee  did  not  expect  a  disouanon  of 
anoh  a  character  on  the  preaentation  of  the 
report  Not  knowing,  or  rather  baring  fbrgot- 
tra,  th&t  ^e  report  would  probably  be  presented 
this  morning,  he  had  n^leoted  to  fhrnish  him- 
self with  some  infornu^on  which  would  be 
necessary  to  snstun  him  in  a  few  comments 
which  he  intended  to  make  upon  some  branches 
of  the  report,  and  which  he  should  make  on  a 
future  occasion.  But  the  motion  which  had 
been  made  seemed  to  call  attention  now  to  one 
feature  of  the  report.  Sir,  sud  Hr.  E.,  I  wish 
it  expressly  understood  that  I  am  in  favor  of  a 
reduction  of  the  expenses  of  this  Government. 
And  whenever  a  TeaawaUe  proposition  was 
made,  from  the  NortJi  or  Sontn,  from  any  part 
or  any  party,  the  ot(]ect  of  which  was  to  effect 
this  desirable  end,  he  was  prepared  to  concur 
In  it ;  and  that,  sud  Mr.  is  the  very  reason 
I  am  opposed  to  this  mooon,  which  was  to 
print  20,000 — (some  one  near  mentioned  80,000) 
— 80,000,  dedared  Kr.  K.,  was  more  than  he 
had  anderstood  it  He  bad  the  same  objection 
to  80,000  that  be  had  to  the  printing  of  80,000,- 
000.  That  objection  was,  that  it  was  an  abom- 
inable waste  of  the  pablio  treasury.  'What  was 
the  BuUeot  of  oar  deliberation  f  It  was  the 
wastdful  expenditure  of  the  public  money,  as 
well  as  execntiTe  patronage,  which  in  &ot  only 
grew  oat  <tf  it 

then,  naA  Itr.  E.,  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  have  latelr  increased  to  an  enor- 
mous extent ;  if  they  have  greatly  increased 
between  1825  and  1888,  as  stated  in  the  report, 
which  he  believed  to  be  trae;  hto  intention 
was,  when  the  report  came  up  again,  to  show 
where  the  increase  ori^nated,  and  was  deter- 
mined that  the  respondbUity  should  rest  where 
it  o^ht  to  rest,  and  was  not  to  be  attribnted  to 
the  Exeentive.  What  a  spectacle  did  this  body 
exhibit  from  day  to  day  t  The  Senate  had  been 


a  week  ma^bg  war  on  the  extras  of  the  Post 
Office  Depftrtment.  They  were  now  wairing 
agtunst  the  extravagance  of  the  Executive ;  and 
whUe  brandishing  the  sword  in  one  band  in 
defence  of  the  public  treasure  against  the  rava- 
ges of  the  Executive,  we  were  with  the  other 
dipping  it  into  our  own  pockets,  or  scattering 
it  m  profbse  and  wasteful  extravagance.  Hr. 
E.,  after  enumerating  a  few  features  in  the 
report  wMch  he  intended  hereafter  briedy  to 
comment  npon,  principally  in  the  languue  and 
reaatming,  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  uirther 
to  troable  the  S«uite  at  tiiat  time  upon  the 
merits  of  the  report,  In  the  conclodonB  of  which 
be  mainly  agreed.  He  concluded  by  a  hope 
that  the  extraordinary  number  of  extra  copiee 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  IGsrassippi  would 
not  be  a^eed  to,  as  every  copy  over  6,000,  for 
distribntion,  would  be  a  useless  waste,  as  the 
report  was  short,  and  before  even  6,000  extras 
could  be  printed,  it  would  be  in  all  respectable 
journals  m  the  United  States.  He  said  he  had 
another  objectiou  to  the  printing  of  so  laive  a 
number.  Itwould  counteract aprincipal  ol^ect 
of  the  committee,  who  wished  to  avoid  giving  a 
party  character  to  the  report.  These  orders  for 
printing  so  lai^  a  number  of  extras,  he  said, 
were  looked  upon  generally  as  efforts  to  give  a 
party  importance  to  the  doonment ;  and,  nine 
times  out  of  ten,  it  was  the  object  of  such  orders. 
He  hoped  the  Senator  himselC  on  reflection, 
would  consent  to  6,000  extras,  whioh  he  thought 
as  many  as  would  aiuwer  any  useful  purpose. 

Hr.  Bbntok  rose  to  speu  to  some  parts  of 
the  report ;  to  express  his  ooncurrenoe  in  som* 
parts,  Ills  dissent  to  others. 

He  concurred  in  the  general  purport,  and  in 
ibe  general  object  of  t^e  report,  m  showing 
the  great  increase  which  had  taken  place,  in  a 
^ort  time.  In  the  expenditures  oi  the  Govern- 
ment, and  in  the  number  <tf  persons  employed 
or  su|^KKted  by  It  The  ininrease  was  great^ 
but  not  BO  great  as  had  been  depicted ;  and  out 
of  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population  and 
we^t^  of  the  country  for  the  same  period,  but 
not  BO  inordinately  as  the  report  affirmed.  It 
was  the  object  of  the  report  to  reduce  this  too 
great  expenditure  and  to  diminish  ibe  number 
of  that  vast  multitude  of  persons  now  paid  or 
supported  out  of  the  federal  treasuir.  In  all 
this  he  concurred  with  the  report ;  but  be  re* 
netted,  deeply  and  sinoOTely  regretted,  that  it 
had  not  fallen  vrithin  the  scope  of  the  chair- 
man's view  of  his  subject,  to  show  the  source 
and  origin  of  these  gnat  increases ;  bat  the 
blame,  if  any,  shoidd  nil  upon  the  trae  authors, 
and  the  genius  (tf  reform  should  know  where  to 
tt>ply  hw  correcting  hand.  The  omisedon  of 
the  chairman  to  show  this,  had  laid  him  (Hr. 
B.)  under  the  necessity  of  endeavoring  to  snpply 
the  defect ;  and  he  should  do  so  under  all  the 
disadvant^ea  of  an  immediate  reply  to  a  well- 
prepared  report,  which  he  had  heard  read  onoe 
in  committee  before  it  was  now  read  in  this 
chamber.  The  report,  said  Hr.  B,,  assumes,  tor 
th«  poiods  of  o(KnpariB(»i,  the  year  1825,  whioh 
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wu  the  first  of  Mr.  Adanu's  admiaistntioa,  and 
tha  rear  1688,  wUoh  was  the  oammenoemeiit 
oi  ttie  Beoond  term  of  President  Jsekson^s  ad- 
miniBtratioD.  It  was  in  reality  a  coropariBon 
between  the  two  last  administratioDB  and  that 
<d  Freudeot  Uonroe,  which  terminated  in  the 
year  which  is  taken  for  the  starting  point  of  the 
oomparisou.  Conflnins  himself  to  tnese  points 
of  time,  Mr  B.  would  look  into  the  origin  of 
the  principal  cansea  of  the  great  increases  of 
monej  expended,  and  men  emplored  or  fed  by 
the  federal  Ooremment  within  this  period,  and 
wonld  show  that  the  impUcationa  of  the  report 
— for  direot  assertion  was  not  made— bat  the 
imidioations  <rf  the  report,  whieh  would  aeem  to 
oast  oenmre  on  the  present  administration  tor 
these  luge  angmentotiona,  oonld  baTO  no  foon- 
datioa  In  fiwt,  most  find  their  application 
elsewhere. 

The  bosinesB  of  internal  improrement  was 
the  first  head  ol  iocrease  which  Mr.  B.  would 
mention;  and  that  business  conmienced,  or 
nitlier  assumed  its  expanded  and  invigorated 
fbrm,  in  the  year  1824,  the  last  year  of  Mr. 
Monroe^s  administration,  and  under  whose  aus- 
pices and  recommendations  no  person  oonld 
iwtter  tell  than  the  distingnished  anthor  of  the 
present  report.  Internal  improvements  was 
tbeoj  and  at  that  early  time,  the  inviting  ocean 
upon  which  many  oandldatea  for  p<qnilar  &vor 
were  sbmi  to  ^raad  the  entire  snrfaoe  of  their 
distended  oanvaa  Oommenced  upon  national 
mindides,  and  with  the  design  of  being  oon- 
llned  to  national  objects,  the  whole  system 
Vtpidly  degenerated  into  local  or  neighborhood 
oonbivances  for  the  expenditure  of  money,  and 
the  acqnisitiou  of  popularity.  Before  tiie  end 
of  Mr.  Adams's  four  years,  the  downward  course 
of  the  system  had  established  tiie  truth  of  the 
double  prediction  which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  made 
shortly  before  his  death ;  it  had  opened  a  gulf 
which  the  treasures  of  Pern  and  Mexico  could 
not  fill  1  It  had  produced  a  scramble  for  money, 
in  which  the  meanest  got  most  I  President 
Jaoksoa  found  this  ^yston  at  that  pass,  with 
the  immense  ugmentatlon  of  money  expended, 
and  men  employed,  whleh  It  necessarily  involv- 
ed; and  the  consequent  increase  of  executive 
patronage  which  these  augmentations  implied. 
Far  from  enhancing,  or  even  retaining,  this 
branch  of  patronage,  he  voluntarily  stripped 
himself  of  it  At  the  risk  of  some  danger  to 
his  temporary  popularity,  he  rtood  forth  to 
oppoM  the  i)iuTier  of  the  Executive  veto  to  the 
taXal  current  of  local  and  neighborhood  intom^ 
improvement.  He  endeavored  to  turn  back  the 
ereUxa^  uid  to  confine  it  to  its  original  design, 
that  of  great  naticmal  ol^Jects.  So  fiur,  then,  as 
this  head  of  increaaed  enwnditore^  and  increased 
immbcn  employed  by  the  federal  Government, 
has  been  a  source  of  augmented  patronage  to  the 
encutive  Government^  Presidient  Jackson  is 
free  from  blame ;  ao  &r  as  dlminntion  of  piUron- 
age  has  resulted  from  the  arrestatioa<»rtliefiiital 
and  raiuous  part  of  this  system,  ^  alone  is  tm- 
titled  to  the  exclusive  honor. 


[FnawAvr,  18S5- 

Bevolutionary  pennons,  Mr.  B.  said,  yras  the 
next  source  which  he  would  ptnnt  oat  nt  tboss 
augmentations,  whieh  were  so  oonspicnoosly 

depicted  in  the  report ;  and  here  the  prolifio 
source  of  an  immense  augmentation  was  re- 
vealed. Forty  thousand  pensonera,  indoding 
the  invalids  of  the  last  war,  started  to  oar  view ; 
near  three  miiiona  of  dollars  wen  required  to 

{lay  them,  and  be  believed  in  1883,  it  was  near 
our  millions.  "Vibo  onened  this  fountain  of 
Executive  patronage ;  tliis  prt^c  source  ai  ex- 
penditure and  of  revolutionary  hero  resurrec- 
tion, whidi,  at  the  end  of  half  a  oentnry,  is  ex- 
hibiting a  larger  anny  on  the  pension  njll  tlian 
ever  Washington  saw,  at  any  ona  time,  on  the 
muster  roll;  which  fiunishea  the  utlior  of  this 
report  with  iwwarda  of  <me-thbd  of  his  hun- 
dred thousana  men :  which  is  now  making  the 
Revolution  cost  more  money  than  it  cost  while 
it  was  existing  and  raging ;  and  which  has  pro- 
duced a  demoralization  of  morals,  and  a  per* 
petration  of  crimes,  as  revolting  to  the  miiw  as 
It  is  hnmili^ing  to  the  country  t  Who  pro- 
duced all  this  t  Oertainly  not  PreMdent  Jack- 
son! bat  the  action  ofCongress,  under  £xecatiF« 
recommendations,  commencing  at  a  period  with 
which  the  author  of  this  report  must  be  most 
familiar,  and  carried  on  to  the  year  18S9,  when  tlM 
system  ai  penuoning  received  its  climax  in  the 
law  oi  that  ^ar,  andin  theprodnotioD  of  ooue- 
qu^neas  which  astwisb  and  afBiot  the  ooontry. 

Tha  removal  <tf  the  Li^ans  waa  the  next 
source  of  increased  expenditore,  and  increased 
agents,  which  Hr.  B:  adverted  to ;  and  aa  this 
head,  &r  from  discltuming,  he  claimed  the  merit 
of  it  almost  exclusively  for  President  Jmckaoc 
It  waa  he  who  had  stood  forth  the  true  fiicsd 
of  the  ladians,  the  true  advocate  and  araerter 
of  State  rigbta,  in  relieving  the  Southern  States 
of  their  Indian  population,  at  the  same  time  that 
he  provided  for  uiese  Indiana  themselves  per- 
manent,  tranquil,  unmolested,  and  &r  more 
desirable  homes,  in  the  rich  and  extended  plaios 
of  the  far  West   In  executing  this  policy,  Coa- 

fress  acted  under  hia  recommendation ;  and  to 
im  the  long-neglected  and  injured  South — tha 
States  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi, 
and  the  new  States  of  the  Kortb-west,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  IIIlDois,  Missouri,  are  sU,  all  indebted, 
for  the  advanta^  and  blesdngs  which  they 
now  eqjoy  in  their  freedom  from  the  inoabua  of 
a  UBeless  and  iuimical  population  within  tlieir 
borders.  The  exodus  of  uie  Indians  from  the 
east  to  the  west  of  the  Missisnppi — from  the 
land  of  the  white  man  to  the  land  of  the  red 
man — under  the  gaiding  and  protecting  hand 
of  President  JackMn,  has  been  to  lx>th  parties 
to  the  white  race  and  to  the  red  race,  on  aaspi- 
cious  and  delightful  coDBommation,  on  whiieh 
Heaven  has  shed  its  beidsnant  Uesnng,  and 
which  calls  toe  the  gratefiu  emotion  of  every 
heart,  white  or  red,  civilized  or  savage,  whi^ 
can  n^oioe  in  the  prosperity  of  the  human  rac^ 
and  feel  gratitude  and  thankfulness  to  ita  great- 
est and  most  eminent  benefactor.  But,  above 
all,  and  more  than  all  pot  tog^iher,  ahcmld  the 
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State  of  TSissiaAvBi  feel  that  gratitnde.  Hard 
was  her  ftte  nnm  President  Jaokaon  ascended 
the  Presidential  oh^.  The  oldest  Territory  in 
the  Union,  a  Btate  for  almost  twentj  years, 
a  delicious  climate,  ample  boundaries,  lands 
adapted  to  the  prodnction  of  the  richest  staple, 
noble  rivers — with  all  these  advantages,  ner 
population  remained  a  speck  In  the  comer  of 
her  own  extended  map.  The  Ghickasaws  and 
Olioctaws  occupied  the  finest  portions  of  her  soil, 
and  seemed  destined  to  occupy  them  forever 
under  the  abetment  of  a  great  political  party, 
then  called  national  republicans,  now  whigp, 
whose  policy  was  as  cruel  to  the  lodiami  as  it 
was  nqjust  to  the  people,  and  anbTerdve  of  the 
rights  of  the  Ststes.  Pre<ddent  Jaokson  ap- 
p^red  at  the  head  of  the  national  affairs.  He 
was  the  slave  of  no  selfish  or  ambitious  policy ; 
the  hunter  of  no  faotatious  and  delusive  popu- 
larity. He  was  the  friend  of  the  whites  ana  of 
the  reds ;  he  spoke  the  language  of  truth,  jus- 
tice, wisdom,  to  both ;  and  the  long-depressed 
and  obscure  State  of  Mississippi  finds  nerself, 
as  if  by  magic,  in  the  possessiou  of  all  her 
rights,  and  £ul  her  soil,  advancing  with  rapid 
strides  to  weidth  and  population ;  displayiog  a 
prodigious  npanuon  of  both,  and  maaj,  at  the 
cen«as  <tf  1840^  to  present  six  or  ^ght  memhera 
on  the  floor  oi  Um  House  of  Be^^ntativea, 
where,  nntil  iMely,  she  had  bnt  one  member, 
and  now  has  but  two.  More  I  The  gradnatim 
principle,  by  treaty,  is  adopted  for  uie  sale  of 
the  newly  acquired  lands,  descending  down 
through  successive  gradations  from  $1.3S,to  six 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  acre  I  So  that  tida 
State  has  acquired,  by  treaty,  under  tbe  auspi- 
ces of  President  Jackson,  the  justice  and  the 
boon  which  her  elder  sisters  have  been  in  vun 
soliciting  flrom  Oongress  for  so  many  years. 
For  aU  this,  that  noble  State  is  indebted  to 
President  Jackson ;  and  it  is  as  honorable  to 
the  inhabituts  of  that  State,  as  it  is  just  and 
right  in  itself^  that  the  throb  (tf  gnttitode  beats 
in  the  hearts,  and  the  sentiment  of  aflbcdonate 
respect  glows  in  the  bosoms  of  almost  the  whole 
of  her  entire  population.  And  shall  the  expense 
of  these  measures,  the  expense  of  fteelng  not 
only  MissiBsippi,  but  the  whole  South,  and  the 
entire  North-west,  from  the  encumbrance  of  an 
Indian  population^  be  now  set  down,  without 
explanation,  in  a  grave  report  on  Exeontive 
patronage,  as  one  of  the  wasteful  extravagances 
of  the  d&y,  which  portends  the  decline  and  fall 
of  the  Bepublio,  and  calls  for  the  trenchant 
hand  of  cutting  reform,  and  the  indignant  ver- 
dict of  public  reprobation  f 

Olosely  allied  to  this  head^  that  of  removal 
of  Indiuu,  waa  another,  which  B.  would 
mention,  and  whioh  was  too  intimately  con- 
nected with  that  head  to  require  the  detiul  of 
explanation.  It  was  the  great  acquisition  of 
lands,  by  the  extinction  of  Indian  titles;  the 
fair  andfhll  price,  now  for  the  first  time  al- 
lowed for  them,  and  that  by  an  administratitHi 
depicted  as  the  destroying  angel  <tf  As  red  raoe ; 


[SnuiK 

the  consequent  increase  of  surveyors  and  land 
offloes,  and  the  additional  expenses  reeolting 
firom  all  tiiese  wise  uid  patnotio  operaticms. 
They,  too,  belong  to  President  Jackson's  a^in- 
istratlon ;  and  Mr.  B.  claimed  the  honor  of  than 
for  him,  instead  of  confounding  the  increased 
expenditure  resulting  from  them,  and  the  in- 
creased number  of  jpersons employed  to  enonto 
them,  in  the  indisoruninate  vum  ot  exb^vogan- 
ces  denounced. 

Another  sul^ect  he  would  mention,  the  great 
increase  of  the  tariff  in  1824  and  1828,  on  the 
eve  of  presidential  eleotions,  and  the  complicated 
nature  of  their  provinona  to  prevent  evauons, 
detect  smugging,  ^ve  the  ftall  boiefit  of  their 
enactments  to  the  manoftotnrera,  and  to  cairy 
out  the  protective  prindple  In  the  living  bodies 
of  revenue  oflBoers  to  dennd  it,  as  wdl  as  in  Uie 
ramparts  of  parchments,  intrenchmg  It  to  the 
teeto,  which  Congress  was  pUing  np  around  it. 
Here  was  a  ^eat  source  of  additiomtl  expense ; 
additional  officers  and  agents  employed,  and 
additional  patronage  oonferred ;  and  which  now 
has  brought  the  collection  of  the  custom-house 
revenue  to  the  inordinate  expense  of  nine  per 
oentom.  But  who  did  all  this?  Not  the  ad- 
ministration;  and  therefore  the  remedy  does 
not  lie  in  the  change  of  the  administration ;  bnt 
Oongress — Oongreaa  did  it:  and  therefore  the 
evU  Ues  in  the  conduct  of  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives  of  the  people,  and  the  remedy  Uea  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  themselves. 

Mr.  B.  repeated,  he  concurred  with  the  general 
purport  ana  the  general  ol^ject  oi  the  report,  in 
the  great  and  striking  augmentation  imoh  it 
presented,  of  money  expended,  and  men  em- 
ployed or  fed  by  tbe  federal  Government ;  and 
the  necessity  of  great  and  real  retrenchment  in 
both  partioulars,  especially  as  many  of  the  olgeots 
for  wnioh  they  were  incurred  were  temporary 
in  their  natnre,  and  evanescent  in  their  exist- 
ence. Tes,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  aiqpnentations 
have  been  great ;  bat  so  far  asth^are^qnee- 
tionable  propria^,  they  have  had  th^  root  in 
previooB  administTationa,  stmie  of  them  in  the 
adminirtration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  when  the  author 
of  this  report  was  a  distinguished  member  of 
that  administration ;  others  of  th^  question- 
able measures  had  orifpnate  dander  Mr.  Adams's 
administration,  or  in  Oongress  itself  and  under 
the  high-pressure  speeches,  reports,  and  motions 
of  gentlemen  oppceed  to  tJie  administration  of 
President  Jackson.  Try  them,  said  Mr.  B.,  ex- 
amine them  in  detail,  and  yon  will  find  the 
great  expenditures  for  olijeots  of  questionable 
propriety  originated  with  others,  while  those  of 
real  expediency,  of  beneficial  object,  and  dear 
oonstitntiwal  proi»ietgr,  owed  tfadr  origin  to 
the  administration  of  ]maident  Jackson ;  and, 
what  should  never  be  IbigcttoL  it  was  the 
exercise  of  the  veto  power  by  President  Jackson 
whioh  checked  these  extravagant  expen^turea 
of  questionable  olfjeets,  for  which  he  received 
nnmeasared  denuntiati<Hk  I  And  let  the  people 
nov  iD$A  itl  TUs  nane  Flreiident  is  now 
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bUmed  jost  aa  mnch  for  not  stopping,  &a  he  was 
bUmed  for  stopping  those  wild  expenditares. 

But,  Hr.  B.  s&id,  vhile  agreeing  to  much  that 
was  in  the  report,  and  agreeing  that  there  was 
not  onlf  room  bat  neoeasity  for  retrenchmeot,  it 
would  be  onjost  to  the  people,  who  have  no 
meau  (tf  detecting  the  d^oMve  and  faUat^ns 
■tatemniti  whieh  go  forth  with  the  hUi  sano- 
ticm  of  the  Smate'a  ^HmibatkMi,  to  wt  tius 
report  go  forth  among  them,  to  startle,  alarm, 
duqnlett  and  atnaae  than  with  the  idea,  that  the 
expaues  of  the  Gownment  had  donbled-in  niiu 
Xeara,  from  18S6  to  1888.  Never  was  a  wildw 
proposition  presented  to  the  intelligeDoe  of  a 
rational  ^|ue :  not  that  the  quantity  of  money 
paid  oat  in  the  last  of  those  two  years,  and  that 
exclusive  the  pnblio  debt  in  both  instances, 
was  not  hi  reality  doable  that  of  the  former, 
bat  the  foUaoy  and  delnsion  lay  in  this :  that 
those  great  additional  payments  were  not  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Govwnment^  not  fbr  <»di- 
naiy,  usoal,  commt,  and  progrea^Te  expoidi- 
torea,  bntfbr  vmuau,  extntonUiiBiT,  indiridnal, 
ladated,  and  aaomdoos  ottjeets,  ooonrring  once, 
and  but  once,  flniahed  forever  when  paid  one 
time ;  some  <^them  Impossible,  and  others  im- 

£ rotable  to  oocnr  agdn ;  and  therefore  not  fit 
>  be  held  up  «m«ng  the  onrrent  expenses  and 
progresrive  eztravaganoe  of  the  Government 

"nie  report,  s^d  Mr.  B.,  assumes  the  years 
1826  and  18S8  for  the  oompariaon  and  contrast 
which  it  exhibits ;  the  expenditnre  of  the  former 
being  $11,600,000,  that  of  the  latter  $32,760,- 
000,  and  botii  ezoln^ve  of  payments  on  aooonnt 
of  thepnUiodebt:  and  this,  aa  the  r^rart  affirms, 
"  dniinjg  a  period  of  profoond  peaoe^  wh«i  no 
event  ud  oeenrred  oalcolated  to  wairant  any 
tmosoal  ezpenditore."  Now,  said  Mr.  B.^  let 
ns  see  what  extraordinary  expenditnre  fell  npon 
thatyearl888.  First thwewaa the Blaok Hawk 
war,  on  tiie  apper  Hissisdppi,  which,  though 
the  lighttQg  was  done  in  1882,  yet  the  payments 
fell  chiefly  upon  the  ensuing  year.  Under  this 
head  alone  there  were  payments  in  that  year  to 
near  $900,000,  namely ;  to  the  militia  and  vol- 
unteers of  niint^  $442,000 ;  £cH>  their  sabdst- 
enoe,  $186^000 ;  for  the  conversion  of  rangers 
into  a  regiment  of  dragoons,  $274,000.  ^Hien 
thwe  waa  piddfor  duties  reflmded  on  merchan- 
dise to  Importing  merchants,  the  sum  of  $701,- 
?60;  then  there  waa  wiA  to  ^ifrfymMitn  under 
the  convention  with  l>ennuul^  llie  sum  of 
$688,000 ;  and  this  was  money  not  exploded, 
nor  even  paid,  in  the  sense  of  payment,  but 
matHj  delivered  to  these  id^nunta,  the  Gov- 
amnent  having  received  it  from  Denmark,  for 
their  use,  some  years  ago,  and  now  delivered  it 
to  those  to  whom  a  comraisdon  had  awarded  it 
Then  there  were  extraordinary  Indiw  treaties 
that  year  for  the  purchase  of  land,  for  which 
$786,000  were  pud ;  and  rraioval  of  Indians, 
and  subsisting  them  after  they  got  to  their  new 
homes,  the  sum  of  $868,000.  But  the  greatest 
extiafn^inaty  payment  of  the  whole  year  was 
that  of  nvolonoikary  penriona,  under  tiie  &Ul 
aut  of  1889.  That  act  oricpnated  in  Omi^eaB, 


and  carried  back  its  loose  and  wild  provisuns 
to  take  effect  from  the  4th  of  March,  1831. 
This  threw  the  aeoumnlated  payments  under 
that  most  unfortunate  act,  upon  the  year  1833 ; 
for  all  the  remainder  of  tiie  year  1882,  In  which 
the  act  ^aa  passed,  waa  taken  up  in  establidiing 
the  dums  of  persona  to  the  bmefit  (tf  the  act 
Thus  the  pc^ments  of  1882  wm  but  $866,686, 
while,  in  18S8,  they  were  ten  times  that  sum, 
amounting,  in  fiwt,  to  $8,607,484.  Fntting 
these  extnuntlinary  payments  tt^ther,  s^d  Mr. 
B.,  and  you  have  a  sum  of  about  $7,000,000  at 
once  to  be  deducted  from  the  grand  aggregate 
of  $2S«Y60,000,  and  he  had  no  doubt  bnt  that  a 
research  into  the  whole  list  of  extraordinaries 
for  the  same  year  would  produce  (1,000,000 
more.  Be  that  as  it  may,  here  is  a  sum  of  $7,- 
000,000,  not  bdon^ng  to  the  current  and  pro- 
gressive expenses  of  the  Government,  canied 
forward  to  the  gross  amount  of  spch  e^»ai^ 
tore,  and  made  tine  means  ttfedibiting  a  dnj^- 
oatitm  of  the  expanses  (tf  the  Govonmentin  the 
diort  apaoe  of  cSght  yean.  "Bsm  ia  the  &llacy, 
here  the  ddunon ;  and  bawe  the  ii^natioe  of 
basingupon  this  duplviatiim  a  cry  of  sooh  eoor- 
mons  «xtravagance  as  to  Justify  revolnticHi,  if 
we  eannot  g^  reformation.  For  reformatitm 
there  is  room ;  for  revolution  there  is  no  pre- 
text; and  the  reformation  of  the  baUot-box,  Mr. 
B.  confidentiy  hoped,  would  answer  the  exi- 
gency, and  bring  down  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  properly  so  oaUed — the  eniensH 
necessarily  incurred  in  working  the  machinery 
of  the  Government — to  a  sum  much  below  what 
it  would  be,  even  after  deducting  ^e  serra  or 
eight  miUi«»  <tf  extnuvdinaziea  from  the  Rraes 
expenditure  of  twen^-two  millkma  and  tom- 

rjrters  in  1888.  To  o(Hifirm  his  view,  and  to 
w  that  those  seven  or  dght  mOliMis  of  extra- 
ordinaries  onght  not  to  be  added  to  the  mdi- 
nary  expenditures  of  the  Government  much  lesa 
to  be  charged  to  its  extravagance,  and  indicating 
a  prwreasive  expenditore  which  ought  to  rouse 
and  alarm  the  country,  Mr.  B.  would  advert  to 
the  amount  of  the  expenditiu^s  for  the  whole 
^ht  years  comprehended  in  tiie  report,  premis- 
li^  that  payments  on  aooonnt  of  the  pnbuo  debt 
are  Id  all  cases  exdnded.  The  suooeadve  an* 
nual  expenditures  tiiwi  stand  thus : 


For  18U, 
1826, 
1827, 
1828, 
1889, 
1830, 
188 1, 
1882, 
1888, 


$11,490,469 
18,062,918 
12,858,098 
18,296,041 
12,«»9,490 
18,229,538 
13,SG4,067 
ie,Sl  6.888 
88,718,755 


From  this  view,  Mr.  B.  said,  the  increase  of 
expenditure  would  appear  not  quite  so  fnghtfol 
as  this  report  would  represent  For  the  first 
year  of  the  term  the  increase  was  about  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half;  for  the  next  five  years  there 
waa  no  increase  of  anymoment,  and  twice  there 
was  a  diminution.  The  yeara  1888  and  183S 
bad  ran  np  to  Lu^  anuHiidB^  ud  that  l^-  th* 
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means  which  he  had  ebown;  bo  that  if  the 
aatLor  of  the  report  bad  taken  for  the  bads  of 
his  oomparison  the  seven  years  of  r^alar  ex- 
penditure, be  would  have  foond  an  inorease  of 
about  two  millions  only,  instead  of  a  dopUcation 
of  eleven  millions ;  a  result  which,  while  it 
would  have  presented  something  for  reforma- 
tioD,  would  nave  presented  notb^  for  revolu- 
tion, or  even  for  tnrmiig  out  the  party  in  power, 
and  putting  in  th^  opponoiito,  who  are  the 
real  anthtniB  of  ererj  fbing  which  recpires  re- 
form. 

Bavins  shown  fbo  fallacy  d  the  report  in  its 
exhibit  tu  the  extravnganoe  of  the  GovenpiBnt; 
hating  shown  Its  wormous  error  in  stating  that 
this  great  increase  had  taken  place  dnnng  a 
period  of  profound  peace,  when  in  fact  there : 
was  an  Indian  war  m  the  Upper  Itississippi ;  j 
and  when  not  an  event  oocnrrea  to  warrant  un- 
usaal  expenditure,  when  in  fact  $7,000,000  of 
the  expenditures  were  for  objects,  not  only  nn- 
uaual,  but  never  existing  before  or  since ;  Ur. 
B.  would  say  a  word,  and  but  a  word,  upon  its 
oornUtive  part,  the  increase  of  persons  paid 
by  the  Goreniment  fed  its  bounty.  In 
1820,  the  whole  number  was  66,777;  in  1888, 
107,078.  This  (sud  Ur.  BO  is  almost  double ; 
but  how  did  it  happen  I  why,  from  canring 
the  penmoners  up  from  about  17,000  to  abont 
40,0001  adding  multitudes  Im  internal  im- 
provement and  custom-houses,  in  cansequence 
of  the  two  tariflb  of  1824  and  1828 ;  requiring 
many  persons  to  superintend  the  removal  of 
Indians;  many  to  sarvey  and  sell  the  newly- 
acqmred  lands ;  and  a  whole  re^ment  of  dra- 

rns  for  the  defence  of  the  Western  frontier, 
these  items,  and  others,  the  source  of  the 
inoreaaed  numbers  will  be  found ;  stnne  few  of 
them  necessary  and  indiq>ensable,  as  that  of 
tiie  dragoons;  scone  neoessarr  and  temporary, 
as  Ummo  for  removal  of  Indians  and  internal 
improvement;  some  lawfbl,  though  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  law  questionable,  as  those  for  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  complex  provisions  of  the 
new  tariff  laws ;  some  amazing,  and  almost  in- 
credible, as  the  increase  of  peusioners,  the  bare 
statement  of  whose  numbers  announcee  a  fraud 
of  stupendous  magnitude,  and  implies  a  demoral- 
Ization  of  public  morals  of  fiightfal  enormiU^. 

The  di«nisBions  from  ofBce  next  engaged  Mr. 
B.'s  attention.  The  affected  moderation  of 
language  under  which  this  topic  was  brought 
forward  in  the  rewvt,  and  th&  violenoe  with 
which  it  oonolodeo,  were  particnlarly  pointed 
oQt.  Benurks  <^  a  party  character  were  ^m- 
claimed,  and  the  disclaimer  was  instantly  fol- 
lowed by  a  series  of  the  most  violent  and  offen- 
slve  remarks  of  a  party  character.  The  pres- 
ent administration  was  charged  with  having 
reduced  to  a  system  the  practice  of  removing 
from  office  for  opinion's  sake.  The  assertion, 
though  veiled,  and  slightly  made  to  wear  the 
form  of  hypothesis,  was  nevertheless  clear  and 
explicit  in  the  report,  that  the  honest  and  capa- 
ble were  dismissed  to  make  room  for  the  base 
and  ocffxnpt;  that  offioes  w«ra  the  9<nls  of  vio- 


tory,  the  rewards  of  partisan  service,  and  the 
means  of  substituting  man-worahip  for  patriot- 
ism, encouraging  vice  and  discouraging  virtue, 
preparing  for  the  subversion  of  liberty  and  the 
establishment  of  despotism,  and  oonvertang  the 
entire  body  of  offloe-holdera  into  corrupt  and 
supple  insbimients  of  power.  Such,  said  h^ 
was  the  language  of  a  report  which  set  out 
with  a  fon^  disclaimer  of  party  spirit  and 
partisan  remarks.  ]n  defending  the  adminiatrar 
tipn  fivm  sooh  flagraab  charges,  Mr.  B.  woidd 
first  discriminate  between  tenns  which  had 
been  much  confounded  and  abased,  and  then 
show  that  the  removals  made  by  Frerident 
Jackson,  like  those  made  by  President  Jefferson, 
were  the  le^timate  results  of  the  previous  sys- 
tem of  appointments,  and  were  necessary  not 
only  to  the  safety  and  snoceas  of  a  democratic 
administration,  but  due,  as  an  act  of  justice,  to 
the  great  democratic  party  of  the  Union. 
Terms,  he  sud,  were  confounded.  When  a 
man  had  been  five,  ten,  twenty,  forty  years  in 
office,  and  failed  to  be  reKppointed  at  the  end 
<rf  his  second,  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  term  of  four 
years,  it  was  called  a  dismission,  and  the  cry  of 
perseentlQnwaesetnp.  This,  Mr.  B.  said,  might 
be  correct  phraseology  with  those  who  thought 
offices  ought  to  be  fkn*  life,  and  eventually  herod- 
itary,  but  it  was  a  phxaseolt^  repudiated  in 
the  demooratio  school,  where  the  doctrine  of  . 
right  to  office  was  repudiated,  and  the  right 
of  rotation  was  inculcated.  With  respect  to 
the  fact  of  dismisdon&they  resulted  in  general 
from  appointments.  The  elder  Mr.  Adams  ap- 
pointed none  but  federalists ;  and  Mr.  Jefferson 
had  to  turn  a  portion  of  them  out,  in  order  to 
get  in  a  portion  of  the  republicans ;  and  Mi. 
Jeffersm  had  told  him  (Mr.  B.)  that  he  had 
never  ouried  ohangea  fer  enoo^ ;  that  he  had 
not  done  justice  to  ms  own  party.  So  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson ;  the  younger  Hr.  Adams  foDowed 
the  plan  of  his  father,  and  Preudent  Jackson 
had  to  follow  the  oourse  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  Mr. 
B,  sud  that  his  recommendation  for  any  office 
in  his  own  State  was  worth  nothing  during  the 
whole  administration  of  "iir,  Adams,  and  the 
latter  part  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  the  State  to  this  day  contained  some  p^ 
Bons  in  office,  his  decided  opponents,  who  were 
appointed  under  the  two  former  administra* 
tfons.  Doubtiess,  said  he.  President  Jackson 
had  made  some  unfortunate  appoiDtments ;  he 
himself  had  made  some  nnnfftunate  recom- 
mendations, though  he  had  made  but  few ;  bat 
it  was  incontestably  true  that  many  of  those 
who  had  been  dismis^d,  or  not  reappointed, 
were  tbemselvw  proecribers  of  those  who  were 
in  their  power,  dismissing  not  only  clerks  sad 
under  officers  for  political  opinions,  but  me- 
chanics, workmen,  and  laborers.  Tes,  the  day- 
laborer,  when  he  would  not  prostitute  his  Tc4e 
to  the  national  republicans  and  the  bank,  has 
been  dismissed  from  his  labor. 

Hr.  B.  next  came  to  the  proposititm  in  the 
report  to  amend  the  constitobon  for  eight  yean, 
to  oiaUe  GoDgreai  to  make  diatribntarai  among 
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the  States,  Territoriea,  and  Diatrict  of  Colum- 
bia, of  the  annoal  Biu-plas  of  public  moaej. 
The  snrplm  is  careftiUy  calcolated  at  $9,000,000 
per  annam  tor  ei^t  Tears ;  and  the  rale  of 
distribntion  assnmed  goes  to  diride  that  snm 
into  as  mai^  shares  aa  there  are  Boiators  and 
BepresentatiTes  in  Oongress;  eaoh  Btate  to 
take  shares  according  to  her  representation; 
which  the  report  shows  wonld  give  for  each 
share  precisely  $80,406,  and  then  leares  it  to 
^e  State  itseU^  hj  a  little  ciphering,  in  mnlti- 
plring  the  aforesaid  sum  of  $80,406  b^  the 
whole  nnmber  of  Senators  and  Bepresentatives 
which  it  may  have  in  Congress,  to  calculate 
the  anunal  amount  of  the  stipend  it  wonld 
receive.  This  process  the  report  extends 
through  a  period  of  ei^t  years;  so  that  the 
whole  snm  to  be  dlvidM  to  the  States,  Teiri- 
toiie^  and  District  of  Oolambia,  wiH  amount  to 
aerentT'two  inilB(RU  ttf  dollars. 

Of  all  tbe  proporitioiu  which  he  ever  witness- 
ed, brooxht  forward  to  astonish  the  senses,  to 
oonfonnd  recollection,  and  to  make  him  doubt 
the  reality  of  a  past  or  a  present  scene,  this 
proportion,  said  Mr.  R,  eclipses  and  distanoes 
the  whole!  What  I  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States — not  only  the  same  Senate,  bat  the  same 
members,  sitting  In  the  same  chairs,  looking  in 
each  others'  foces,  remembering  what  each  had 
said  only  a  few  short  months  ago — now  to  be 
called  apon  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  Constl- 
totion  of  the  United  States,  for  the  porpose  of 
dividing  sevenly-two  mllliona  of  surplus  money 
in  the  treasury ;  wlum  that  same  tavasnry  was 
prodded,  afbmed,  vatidnated,  and  proved, 
upon  caleolations,  for  the  whole  period  of  the 
lut  session,  to  be  sinking  into  bankruptcy  I  that 
it  wonld  be  destitute  of  revenue  by  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  oould  never  be  replenished  until 
the  deposits  were  restored  I  the  bank  recbar- 
tered  I  and  the  uanrper  and  despot  driven  from 
the  high  place  which  he  dishonored  and  abased  I 
This  was  the  oiy  then ;  the  cry  which  resoand- 
ed  through  this  chamber  for  fAx  long  months, 
and  was  wafted  upon  every  breeze  to  every 
quarter  of  the  BepubUo,  to  alarm,  ^tate,  dia- 
qniet,  and  enrage  the  people.  The  author  of 
wis  report,  and  Uie  whole  party  with  which  he 
marched  nnder  the  orf/Camne  (tf  tbe  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  filled  the  Union  with  this  cry 
of  a  bankrupt  treasury,  and  predicted  the  cer- 
tain and  speedy  down&ll  of  the  administration, 
from  the  want  of  money  to  carry  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Qovemment 

[Hr.  Calhoun  here  rose  and  wished  to  know 
of  Hr.  Bbntoh  whether  he  meant  to  include 
him  in  tiie  number  of  those  who  had  predicted 
a  deficiency  in  the  revenue.] 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  Miswer  the  gentieman 
by  telling  him  an  anecdote.  It  was  tbe  story 
of  a  drummer  taken  prisoner  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries by  the  videttes  of  Marshal  Saze,  wAw 
drcumstanoes  which  deprived  him  of  the  pro- 
teotios  of  the  laws  of  war.  About  to  be  Bbot, 
the  poOT  drummer  plead  in  Us  defonoe  tliat  he 
A  um-oonbatut ;  he  did  not  fight  and  kill 
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e  ;  he  did  nothing,  he  said,  bnt  beat  hii 
in  tbe  rear  of  the  line.  But  be  was  an- 
swered, so  much  the  worse ;  that  he  nukle  other 
people  fight,  and  kill  one  another,  by  driving 
them  on  with  that  dram  of  Ids  in  tfae  nar  of 
the  line :  and  so  he  shoold  suffer  for  it.  Ur. 
B.  hoped  that  the  story  would  be  understood, 
and  that  tt  would  be  reoeived  by  the  gentlentaa 
aa  an  answer  to  his  question;  as  neither  in  law, 
politics,  nor  war,  was  there  any  difference  be- 
tween what  a  roan  did  by  himself,  and  did  by 
another.  Be  that  as  it  m^,  said  Mr.  B.,  the 
strangeness  of  the  scene  in  which  we  are  now 
engaged  remans  the  same.  Last  year  it  was  a 
bankrupt  treasury,  and  a  beggared  Govern- 
ment ;  now  it  is  a  treasury  gorged  to  bursting 
with  Burplna  miUiona,  and  a  Govenunent  tram- 
pling down  liberty,  oontaminatiM  morals,  brib- 
ing and  wielding  vast  maaaes  of  pef^de,  from 
the  unemployable  fbnds  of  oonntleaa  treaaima. 
Snch  are  the  scenes  which  the  two  aaariona 
present;  and  it  is  in  vun  to  deny  1^  for  tbe 
&tal  speeches  of  that  fatal  session  have  gom 
forth  to  all  the  borders  of  the  R^nbtio.  They 
were  printed  here  by  the  myriad,  franked  by 
members  by  the  ton  weight,  frighted  to  aH 
parts  by  a  decried  and  overwhelmed  Post  Office, 
and  paid  for  I  paid  for  1  by  whom  I  Thanks 
for  one  thing,  at  least  I  The  report  of  tbe  Fi- 
nance Committee  on  the  bank  (Mr.  Trunks  re- 
port) effected  the  exhumation  of  one  mass — one 
mass  of  hidden  and  buried  putridity;  it  was 
the  printing  account  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  for  that  aesdon  d  Ooagnu,  whidi  will 
long  Uve  in  the  history  of  our  ooontry  under 
the  odious  appellation  of  the  panic  sesnon.  lliat 
printing  account  has  been  dog  up ;  ia  the  black 
vomit  of  the  bank  1  and  he  knew  tbe  medkine 
which  could  bring  forty  such  vomits  from  the 
foul  stomaoh  of  the  old  red  harlot.  It  was  the 
medicine  of  a  committee  of  investigation,  con- 
stituted upon  parliamentary  prindples ;  a  ctm- 
mittee  oompoeed.  In  its  msjority,  of  those  who 
chained  miaoondnot,  and  evinced  a  disposititHi 
to  probe  every  charge  to  the  bottom ;  audi  a 
committee  aa  the  Senate  bad  aopcunted,  at  the 
same  aession,  not  to  tbe  banl^  but  fbr  ue  Foat 
Office. 

Tea,  exbl^med  Hr.  B.,  not  only  1^  treasoty 
waa  to  be  bankrnpt,  bnt  the  onrreney  waa  to  ba 
ruined.  There  was  to  be  no  money.  The  trash 
in  the  treasury,  what  littie  there  waa,  waa  to  be 
notidng  bnt  d^redated  pwer,  the  rile  imea 
of  insmvent  pet  banks.  Silver,  and  United 
States  bank  i^te^  and  even  good  bills  of  ex- 
change, were  all  to  go  off^  all  to  take  leave,  and 
make  tneir  mournful  exit  together ;  and  gold  I 
that  waa  a  trick  unworthy  of  conntenanoe ;  a 

Sill  to  bamboozle  the  sim^e,  and  to  insolt  the 
telligent,  until  the  fall  electicms  were  over. 
Buin,  rain,  rnin  to  the  cnrrenoy,  waa  the  Ingu- 
brioua  aty  ot  tiie  d«r,  and  tbe  aonowfiil  burden 
of  the  apeedi  for  six  long  montiu.  "Sow.  on 
tiie  owtoary,  it  aeems  to  be  admitted  Otat  there 
is  to  be  money,  real  good  nion«y,  in  the  beaa- 
niy,  aadh  li  the  fiereeit  htten  cf  tba  pet  banki 
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WDidd  vfah  to  have ;  and  that  not  a  litde^  eince 
aeventf-two  milUonB  of  roiplnseB  an  proposed 
to  be  drawn  from  that  same  emptj  treaaory  in 
the  brief  space  of  eight  jreari.  Nob  a  word 
about  mined  oorrenoy  now.  Not  a  word  about 
the  enirency  itself.  The  very  word  seems  to 
be  dropped  from  the  vocaboliuy  of  gentlemen. 
All  lips  closed  light,  all  tongaes  hashed  still,  all 
alliiBions  avoided,  to  that  once  dear  phrase. 
The  silver  correncj  doubled  in  a  year ;  fonr 
millions  of  gold  coins  in  half  a  year ;  exonanges 
rednced  to  the  lowest  and  most  uniform  rates ; 
the  whole  expenses  of  Oongress  pud  in  gold ; 
working  people  reoetnng  gold  and  mlver  for 
tiieir  ordmary  wages.  Snoh  are  the  results 
whidi  have  ooofbiiiided  the  presets  of  woe, 
Bilenoed  the  tongaes  of  lamantanon,  ezp^led 
the  yrori  cnrraicy  firom  our  debates,  and 
brought  the  people  to  question,  if  it  cannot 
bring  themselves  to  dount,  the  fhture  infalli- 
bility of  those  undaunted  alaimista  who  still  go 
forward  wiUi  new  and  confident  predictions, , 
notwithstanding  they  have  been  so  recently  and 
so  con^icuously  decdved  in  their  Tatioinations 
of  a  rmned  currency,  a  bankrupt  treasury,  and 
a  beggared  Govenmient 

But  here  we  are,  said  Hr.  B.,  actually  en- 
gaged iu  a  serious  proposition  to  alter  the  Oonati- 
tntion  of  the  Umted  States  for  the  period  <k 
eight  years,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  snrplos  re- 
veaue ;  and  a  most  dazzling,  seductive,  and 
fascinating  scheme  is  presented ;  no  leas  than 
nine  millions  a  year  for  eight  conseontxTO  years. 
It  took  like  wUd-fire,  Hr.  B.  ssid,  and  he  had 
seen  a  member — ^no,  uiat  might  seem  too  par- 
ticular— he  had  seen  a  gentleman  who  looked 
upon  it  as  establishing  a  new  era  in  the  affairs 
of  our  America,  establishing  a  new  test  for  tiie 
formation  of  parties,  brining  a  new  question 
into  all  our  elections.  State  and  federal,  and 
rating  the  political  salvation  and  elevation 
all  who  sup|)orted  it,  and  the  immediate, 
utter,  and  irretrievable  political  damnation  of 
all  who  opposed  it.  But  Hr.  B.  dissented  tt<m 
the  norel^  of  the  sch^e.  It  was  an  old  ao- 
qaaintance  of  his,  only  new  vamped  and  new 
mmiihed,  for  tiie  present  oocasion.  It  is  tiie 
same  pn^korition,  only  to  be  aooompUshed  in  ft 
different  way,  which  was  brouKht  forward  some 
yean  ago  by  a  Senator  from  New  Jmc^y,  [Mr. 
IhoKXBSON,]  and  which  then  recdved  unmeasur- 
ed condemnation,  not  merely  for  unconstitution- 
ality, hut  for  all  its  effects  and  oonsequenoes ; 
the  dsgradation  of  mendicant  States^  rec^ving 
their  annual  allowance  from  the  bounty  of  the 
federal  Government ;  the  debanohment  of  the 
public  morals,  when  ever^  citizen  was  to  look 
to  the  federal  treasury  ior  money,  and  every 
candidate  for  office  was  to  out-bid  his  oonu>eti- 
tor  in  offisring  it ;  the  consolidation  of  the 
States,  thus  rmilting  from  a  oentral  supply  of 
revenue ;  the  folly  of  collecting  with  one  hand 
to  pay  back  with  the  other,  and  both  hands  to 
be  greased  at  the  expense  of  the  dtizen,  who 
p^rs  one  man  to  collect  the  money  from  hinif 
aiul  another  to  bring  it  back  to  him,  minu$  the 
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interest  and  the  cost  of  a  double  operation  in 
fetching  and  carrying:  and  th»  eventual  and 
inevitiwle  progress  of  tne  sdieme  to  the  plunder 
of  the  weaker  half  of  l^e  Union  by  the  stronger ; 
when  the  stronger  half  would  undoubtedly 
throw  the  whole  burden  of  raising  the  money 
upon  the  weaker  hali^  and  then  t^e  tiie  main 
portion  to  themselves.  Such  were  the  main 
objections  uttered  against  this  plan  seven  years 
ago,  when  a  gallant  son  of  South  Oarolinft 
[General  HatneI  stood  by  his  (Mr.  B's)  Bid&— 
no,  stood  before  him,  and  led  him  in  tne  fight 
gainst  that  fatal  and  delurive  scheme,  now 
brought  forward  under  a  more  seduotive^  dan- 
gerous, alarming,  inezonaaUe,  nijnatifiable)  and 
demoralizing  form. 

Yes,  sidd  Mr.  B^  It  la  not  only  the  revival  of 
the  same  phm  text  dividing  surplus  revmu^ 
which  received  its  condemnation  on  this  fioor 
seven  or  eight  years  agOj  but  it  is  ttie  modifica- 
tion, and  that  in  a  form  mfinitely  worse  for  the 
new  States,  of  tiie  famous  land  bill  which  now 
lies  upon  our  table.  It  takes  up  the  o^ect  <k 
that  bill,  and  runs  away  with  it,  giving  nine 
millions  where  that  gave  three,  and  leaves  the 
author  of  that  bill  out  of  sight  behmd ;  and  can 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Oal- 
houn]  be  BO  short-sighted  as  not  to  see  that 
somebody  will  play  htm  the  same  prank,  and 
come  forward  wiUi  proportions  to  raise  and 
divide  twenty,  tiiirty,  forty  milHcms,  and  titns 
outieap,  outjump,  and  outrun  hhn  in  tiie  raoe 
of  populari^,  Jnst  as  &r  as  he  himself  has  now 
ou^umped,  outieaped,  and  outrun  the  author 
of  the  land  distribution  bill  ? 

Mr.  B.  admonished  the  Senate  to  beware  of 
ridicule.  To  pass  a  solemn  vote  for  amending 
the  constitution  fbr  the  purpose  of  enabUng 
Oongress  to  make  distribution  of  surpluses  <^ 
revenue,  and  then  find  no  surplus  to  mstribute, 
might  lessen  the  dignity  and  diminish  the  weight 
of  BO  grave  a  body.  It  might  e^>oee  it  to  ridi- 
cule ;  and  that  was  a  hud  thmg  for  public 
bodies  and  publio  men,  to  stand.  Tha  Senate 
had  stood  niach  In  its  time;  mnoh  in  the  latter 
put  Ui.  Mcmroe's  administration,  when  tihe 
Watdiington  Republican  haUtually  denounced 
it  as  ft  {aio&oa.  and  displayed  many  Inilliant 
essays,  written  by  no  mean  hand,  to  prove  that 
the  epithet  was  well  applied,  though  applied 
to  a  m^ority.  It  had  st^wd  much,  fuso,  auring 
the  four  years  of  the  second  Mr.  Adamses  a£ 
ministration ;  as  the  surviving  pages  of  the  de- 
ftmct  National  Journal  could  stiD  attest;  but 
in  all  that  time  it  stood  clear  of  ridicule ;  it 
did  nothing  upon  which  saucy  wit  could  lay  its 
lash.  Let  it  beware  now  I  for  the  passage  of 
this  amendment  may  expose  it  to  untried  perQ ; ' 
the  peril  of  song  and  caricature.  And  woe  to 
the  Seiiat&  fsrewell  to  its  dignity,  if  it  once 
into  m  windows  of  the  print-shop,  and 
mes  the  burden  of  the  ballads  whioh  the 
milkmaids  dug  to  their  cows. 

"Whm  he  had  thus  shown  that  a  dimina< 
tion  of  revenue  conld  be  effected,  both  on  im- 
ports and  on  nftna  and  muMlftUe  lands,  Hr. 
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B.  took  Qp  the  third  iasne  which  he  bad  joined 
with  tiie  report;  nun^,  the  poinhiUty  of 
flndin;  an  oqjeet  of  general  ntijity  on  which 
U»  urplaaea  ooidd  be  enended.  The  report 
flfflrmed  lliere  was  no  raw  oljeet ;  he,  on  the 
eontniT,  affirmed  that  there  were  anch ;  not 
one^  but  ssreral,  not  only  useful,  bat  neoes8ar;r; 
not  men^  neouearr,  bat  ezisent ;  not  exigent 
only,  bat  In  the  highest  possible  degree  iodis- 
pensable  and  essentiaL  He  alluded  to  the 
whole  dasB  of  measures  connected  with  the 
general  and  permanent  defence  of  the  Union  I 
In  peace,  prepare  for  war  I  is  the  admonition 
of  wisdom  in  all  ages  and  in  all  naUons ;  and 
sorely  and  grievouBly  has  onr  America  hereto- 
lore  paid  for  the  neglect  of  that  admonition. 
^8  nas  paid  fbr  it  in  Uood,  in  money,  and  in 
ahame.  An  we  impared  nowt  And  ia  there 
aiqr  reaaon  why  we  ahonld  not  prepare  nowt 
Look  at  your  maritime  coast,  nxnn  I^mama- 

n'dy  bay  to  Florida  point ;  your  gulf  coast, 
floriaa  point  to  the  Sabine ;  yoar  lake  fron- 
tier, in  its  whole  extent.  What  is  the  picture  t 
Almost  destitute  of  forts,  and,  it  might  ha  said, 
quite  destitute  of  armament.  Look  at  your 
armories  aad  arsenals — too  few  and  too  empty ; 
and  the  West  almost  destitute  t  Look  at  your 
militia,  many  of  them  mastering  with  com 
stalks ;  the  States  deficient  in  arms,  especially 
in  field  artillery  and  in  swords  and  pistols  for 
thur  oaTsJiT  I  Look  at  your  oavy  j  slowly  in- 
oreanng  under  anf  annual  uipropriatum  of  hidf  a 
mUlion  a  year,  instead  of  a  whole  million,  at 
which  it  was  fixed  soon  after  the  late  war,  and 
from  whkih  it  was  reduced  some  years  ago, 
when  money  ran  low  in  the  treasury  I  Look  at 
your  dock  yards  and  navy  yards ;  thinly  dotted 
along  tiie  maritime  coast,  end  hvdly  seen  at  all 
on  ihe  gulf  coast,  where  the  whole  South,  and 
the  great  West  so  imperiously  demand  naval 
protection!  Such  ia  the  picture;  such  the 
Btate  of  onr  eonntry ;  sach  its  state  at  this  time, 
when  even  the  most  unobserraut  should  see 
acHnethiag  to  make  us  think  of  defence  t  Such 
is  the  state  of  our  defences  now,  with  which, 
oh  I  strange  and  wondetfid  CMitrai^ctioQ  t  the 
adiniBistoati(HL  is  now  rewoaohed,  reriled, 
floated,  and  tsonted,  by  tnose  who  go  for 
distribution  and  turn  their  baeks  on  defence  1 
and  who  complain  of  the  Pre^dent  for  leaving 
us  in  this  condition,  when  five  years  ago,  in  the 
year  1829,  he  recommended  the  annnu  sum  of 
$260,000  for  arming  the  fortifications,  (which 
Congress  refused  to  give,)  and  who  now  are  for 
taking  the  money  out  of  the  treasury,  to  be 
divided  among  the  people,  instead  of  taming 
it  all  to  the  great  object  of  the  general  and 
permanent  defence  of  the  Union,  for  which 
they  were  so  solkitous,  so  oI«m(»>oas,  so  feel- 
ingly alive,  and  patriotically  senntive,  even  one 
short  monui  ago. 

Does  not  the  present  state  of  the  oonntiy  (said 
Mr.  B.)  call  for  deface  I  and  is  not  this  the 
propitious  time  for  pntUns  it  in  d^enoe  t  and 
wm  not  that  object  absorb  every  dollar  of  real 
mrplns  that  can  be  foond  in  the  treasury  for 


these  eight  years  of  plenty,  daring  which  we  are 
to  be  amioted  with  ■eveDty-two  mUIIoDa  of  war- 
plost  Let  Ds  see.  Let  oa  take  one  rin^ 
oranoh  of  the  general  system  of  defence^  ud 
see  how  it  standi,  and  what  it  would  cost  to  jmt 
it  in  the  ccmdition  which  the  safety  and  the 
honor  of  the  country  demanded.  He  spoke  of 
the  fortificati<Hts,  and  selected  that  branch,  be- 
cause he  had  da^  to  go  upon ;  data  to  which 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  the  author 
of  this  report,  could  not  object 

But  the  amendment  is  to  be  temporary :  it 
is  only  to  last  until  1812.  What  an  idea  1— a 
temporary  alteration  in  a  constitution  made 
for  endless  ages  1  But  let  no  one  think  it  will 
be  tonporary,  if  once  adopted.  Not  if  the 
peo^  (mee  come  to  taste  that  blood;  if  tbej 
onoe  bring  themaelTeB  to  the  acoeptanoe  « 
BKmey  frmn  the  treasury,  they  are  gone  finv 
ever.  They  will  take  that  money  in  all  time 
to  come ;  and  he  that  pronuses  most,  receives 
most  votes.  The  oorraption  of  the  R<»iian^ 
tilt  debauchment  of  the  voters,  the  venality  of 
elections,  commenced  with  the  Tribunitial  dis- 
tributions of  com  oat  of  the  public  granaries ; 
it  advanced  to  the  distribution  of  the  sp<Hl8  of 
foreign  nations,  brought  home  to  Rome  by 
victorious  generals  and  divided  out  among  the 
people ;  it  ended  in  bringing  the  spoils  of  the 
country  into  the  canvas  for  the  ccmsulaUp,  and 
in  putting  up  the  diadem  of  empire  itself  to  be 
knocked  down  to  the  hammer  u  the  anctionev. 
In  our  Amerioa  thne  can  be  no  qtiHla  ot  oaa- 
qnored  nations  to  distribate.  Her  own  tre«s- 
uty— her  own  lands— can  akme  flimiah  the  fbud. 
B^gln  it  once,  no  matter  how,  or  npon  what — 
surplus  revenue,  the  proceeds  of  the  landi^  or 
the  lands  tiiemselves — ^no  matter ;  the  progress 
and  the  issne  of  the  whole  game  is  as  inevitable 
as  it  is  obvious.  Candidates  bid,  the  voters 
listen ;  and  a  plundered  and  pillaged  country — 
the  empty  skin  of  an  immowed  victim — ia  tiM 
prize  and  the  qx^lof  thelastaod  the  highest 
bidder. 

Hr,  CALHOTiKuid  tiiatherosetomal^a  very 
few  remarks  in  r^ly  to  the  member  from  IGa- 
sonri;  and  he  must  say  that,  in  &e  long  speech 
with  which  he  had  entertained  the  Senate, 
there  was  very  UtUe  that  was  relevant  or 
deserving  of  notice. 

Heomnmenoed,  sud  Mr.  C,  with  blaming  roe 
for  not  gdng  into  the  cause  of  the  Into  enor- 
mous increase  of  patronage,  which  he  admits 
to  be  as  great  as  is  stated  in  the  report :  I 
answer  him  that  the  reason  why  he  has  gtma 
into  the  cause  of  the  increase  is  the  reverse  of 
that  which  has  governed  me  in  abstaining.  Hia 
object  is  to  defeat— mine  to  carr^  the  measure. 
He  well  knew  that  an  ini^uii^  of  the  kind  must 
necessarily  lead  to  erimination  and  reorimina- 
tion,  and  ultimate^  to  the  eztdtement  oi  those 
part?  fbelings  whioh  must  d^iaat  the  appUca- 
titm  of  ai^rfime^  to  the  disease  which  Is 
acknowledged  on  all  ndea  to  aflSiot  the  body 
politio.  X  must;  said  Ur.  C,  be  permitted  to 
ei^resa  my  ao^^rise  at  the  leil  whioh  the 
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Senator  has  displayed  to  defeat  the  report  of 
the  commtttee.  This  is  not  the  first  time  that 
he  has  been  charged  with  an  Inqnirj  into  Exec- 
ntire  patronage.  He  was  chairman  of-  the 
committee  in  1626  which  had  tiiis  subject 
under  inTeatigation.  He  even  at  that  early 
puiod  took  the  strongest  groimd  luainst  Exec- 
ntive  patronage,  and  pntraredf  in  the  most 
Tivid  colors,  the  dangers  wMoh  tooi  tlireatened 
onr  institntions  and  Iibert7.  And  now,  when  it 
baa  been  demoDstrated  that  patronage  has  more 
than  donbled,  and  when  it  baa  been  shown  that 
the  danger  to  which  we  were  exposed  from  this 
enormons  increase  la  of  the  most  alarming  char- 
acter, he  rises  in  his  place,  and,  instead  of  uding 
the  application  of  some  efScient  remedy,  he  makes 
the  most  strennous  efforts  to  distract  and  divert 
the  public  attention,  by  entering  into  an  on- 
timely  party  inquiry  into  the  oaose  of  this  in- 
crease of  pi^nage.  My  surprise  does  not  stop 
here.  The  natnre  the  reme^  which  he  pro- 
posea  sg^nst  thlaalanning  growth  of  EuoatiTe 
patronage,  vhioh  he  dare  not  dmr,  la  no  leas 
extraorcunary  than  the  contrast  between  his 
course  in  1826  and  now.  He  gravely  proposes, 
aa  a  remedy  for  the  disease,  that  the  BQiplns 
revenue  shaU  be  expended  on  fortifications  along 
the  coasts  t  Where  has  the  Senator  been  for 
the  last  two  or  three  years  t  Has  he  not  been 
in  his  seat  ?  Has  he  not  been  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  has  he  not 
been  silent  on  the  subject  of  fortification  all  this 
time,  althoogh  he  has  yearly  witnessed  millions 
of  money  wasted  on  useless  and  unnecessary 
objeota  m  expenditure  t  Is  he  uucere  ?  How, 
then,  can  he  Justify  his  long  lilenoe  vpon  tlie 
snbject  which  he  now  holda  ont  to  be  soch 
immense  importance  f  bhenotrinoeref  How 
can  he  justify  his  acting  sooh  a  part  in  tiie  &ce 
of  the  Senate! 
Bat  feeUng  the  ^«nma  in  wluch  he  was 

E laced  between  his  past  and  his  present  course, 
e  has  undertaken,  with  the  boldest  assertion, 
not  to  say  offensive,  to  deny  that  there  will  be 
any  surplus  revenue— to  anticipate  which  he 
has  pronounced  to  be  not  only  wild  and  vision- 
ary, bnt  a  perfect  hallucination.  After  such 
strong  asseverationa,  one  would  have  enected 
some  demonatrotive  proctf  of  gross  and  palpable 
error  in  the  estimate  of  the  flitnre  uuffease 
which  the  committee  has  presented.  Has  he 
diown  any?  No;  he  has  not  even  attempted 
It.  He  has  not  even  made  an  effort  to  point 
out  a  single  error,  either  in  data  or  eond^ion. 
On  what,  then,  does  he  rely  to  justify  his  bold 
and  offenuve  assertion?  He  relies  upon  that 
which  is  natural  to  one  standing  on  his  party 
connection — was  about  to  use  an  expression 
which  wonid  appear  harsh,  but  I  will  refi^. 
He  relies  upon  authority — on  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  he  gravely 
tells  us  here  in  debate,  what  he,  Levi  Wood- 
bury, as  he  calls  him,  antiiorized  him  to  state 
for  the  infonnatiott  of  the  Senate.  I  most  be 
permitted  to  upress  my  surprise,  aidd  Hi.  0., 
that  the  Ohair  pomitted  tlw  tUsorder  of  oom- 


mnoicating  thua  unoffidaUy,  l^-  a  Senator  in 
his  place,  the  opinion  <rf  one  of  the  Seoretfr* 

ries. 

Mr.  0.  stud,  I  have  not  even  taken  the  trouble 
to  ascertidn  what  is  the  opinion  of  Hr.  Wood- 
bury ;  fOT  I  must  say  that  his  report,  neitiier 
as  to  manner  nor  matter,  seemed  to  be  enM^ 
to  ai^  extraor^Lnary  reqwet  Bnt  what  sm 
thisSeoretaryt  ,  At  what  does  he  estimate  lae 
income  of  the  year  I  Why,  sir,  he  estimates  it 
almost  at  the  precise  sum  estdmated  by  the 
comiftittee.  It  is  true,  he  does  not  acknowl- 
edge a  balance,  or  at  least  but  a  small  one,  at 
the  end  of  the  year;  but  why  so?  simply  be- 
cause he  has  raised  the  expenditure  to  the 
income,  as  great  aa  it  is,  and  because  he  haa 
chosen  to  chai^  all  the  unapplied  appropria- 
tions at  the  end  of  tJie  year,  which  usually 
amoont  to  several  nullions  of  dollars. 

No  one  knows  better  tiian  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  the  fallacy  of  brinfrfng  forward  these 
mu^Ued  appropriattons— that  th^  ran  m 
Aran  year  to  year  without  mnchvariatiai;  and 
he  baa  again  and  agwin  demanded  the  intn- 
pretation  placed  on  the  sinking  Amd  act  of  1 B16, 
on  the  ground  that  these  unapplied  appropria- 
tions were  taken  into  the  estimate  contrary  to 
the  intent  of  the  act,  and  which  in  its  conse- 
quence kept  a  useless  unexpended  sum  in  the 
treasury  of  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars,  to  the 
heavy  loss  of  the  community.  He  now  chooses 
to  foi^t  his  denunciations,  and  av^s  himself 
of  the  error  which  he  formerly  so  severely  con- 
demned— an  error  which  now  represents  the 
treasury  as  almost  deficit,  when  the  Senator 
well  knows  that,  bad  a  distribution  been  au- 
thorized at  the  end  (tf  the  last  year,  six  milUou 
might  have  been  safely  dislilbnted. 

In  his  eagerness  to  show  that  the  committee 
had  over-estimated  the  income,  he  bad  fixed 
upon  the  years  1841-42,  when,  according  to 
t£e  compromise  act,  the  heavy  reduction  in 
the  duties  are  to  take  place.  In  nply,  I  have 
bnt  a  single  remark  to  make.  Tixe  Senator 
ought  to  have  known,  as  a  member  of  the 
committee,  that  those  years  were  not  taken 
into  the  estimate.  That  the  calculation  of  the 
committee  terminated  in  the  year  1841,  when 
the  biennial  rednotion  of  (me-trath  ceased;  till 
which  year,  it  estimated  that  the  avenge  asm 
at  the  disporilton  (tf  the  Govemment^  compre- 
hending tiie  bank  stock  and  the  present  sorplns 
in  the  treasury,  would  be  nine  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Hot  on  the  supposition,  as  he  would  have 
the  Senate  to  believe,  that  the  annuel  expendi- 
ture would  be  nearly  twenty  millions  of  dollar^ 
as  estimated  by  the  Secretaiy,  but  that  it  would 
be  reduced  to  less  than  thirteen  millions. 

The  only  question,  then,  that  remains  is, 
whether  the  estimate  to  what  the  expenditure 
ought  to  be  reduced,  rests  on  a  subetantid  buns! 
For  this  purpose  tiie  committee  selected  the 
expenditure  of  1828  as  the  basis  of  their  calcu- 
lation— the  Senator  from  Missouri  was  thai  a 
member  of  this  body,  and  I  appeal  to  Um,  said 
lb.  0.,  to  say  whetlMr  he  was  not  one  of  those 
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who  at  that  time  pronoanoed  the  expenditure 
to  be  eztraT^aot 

JIfr.  BEsnaa  uud,  yes ;  he Vas  colled  a  radi- 
In  that  day.] 
Wdl,  then,  Mud  ISi.  0.,  yon  cannot  olfjeot  to 
the  basis  on  which  I  rest  my  calcalation :  to 
the  expenditure  of  that  year  the  oommittee 
added  two  per  ccmt.  annnally,  on  aooonnt  of 
tiie  growth  of  the  oonntry ;  a  smn  as  lai^  as 
oan  be  safely  added,  aa  they  have  abtmcUntiy 
dttnonstrated.  They  have  goae  ftirther ;  they 
have  added  the  fall  amoont  trf'  the  pensivis,  as 
estimated  by  the  Secretary  a£  War,  and  they 
find  that,  even  upon  this  Ub«ral  the  ex- 
penditore  oof^t  not  mnoh  to  exceed  twelve 
minions  of  d(wsn  per  annnm,  allowing  for  the 
docnvase  in  the  penrion  llat|  on  aoooont  ot 
deaths,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Tery  great  redno- 
ticn  which  will  probu>ly  be  maM  oa  aoooont 
of  the  almost  iniramerable  f^ands  which  are  ao- 
launrledged  to  exist :  take  this  sun  frcm  the 
liioome  as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  himself 
for  the  present  year,  and  it  will  giro  the  ear- 
{dns  estimated  by  the  committee;  and  yet 
this  pUdn  snbstantial  statement,  confirmed  the 
antiiority  on  which  the  Senator  himself  relies, 
is  prononnoed  by  him  to  be  wild — viaionnry — 
a  haUacinatioa  t 

Bat  the  committee  has  been  aoonsed  of  Im- 
peaohing  the  conduct  of  the  Fntident  and  call- 
1110  in  question  his  motiTes.  The  charge  has 
as  madt  fiHmdatdwi  as  the  other  assertions  of 
the  Swabv.  The  oommittee  has  nowhere  oast 
oensnre,  or  imjmted  Improper  motiTes;  they 
have  spoken  of  &otL  and  facta  only,  aa  they 
found  tnem,  and  baoea  them  to  thor  natoral  oon- 
seqaeooee,  without  regard  to  any  individual  or 
any  party.  If  there  be  any  who  feel,  the  fault 
is  not  onrs.  The  oommittee  has  not  acted  npoD 
party  ground;  they  investagated  the  sabjeot 
referred  to  th^  with  impartiality,  as  citizens 
attached  to  the  country,  and  having  an  interest 
in  the  preservaUon  of  its  inEtitutions.  They 
deeply  felt  that  the  crisis  is  of  a  most  alarming 
eharaoter — that  the  character  of  oar  Govern- 
ment is  undergoing  a  great  change,  which  in  its 
oonseqnencee  threatened  disaster  to  the  country, 
and  that  the  only  effectual  mode  of  arrestiDg  the 
appnoach  of  revolntion  is  by  the  t^pUoation  of 
tundy  and  peaceful  remedies,  such  as  those 
which  they  liave  proposed. 

It  seems  that  the  estimates  are  not  to  receive 
credit,  booanse  it  had  been  last  year  antici- 
pated, in  the  argament  on  the  deposit  qnestitm, 
that  there  would  be  a  deficit  when  there  was  a 
surplus.  Hr.  0.  said  that  he  had  asked  the 
Senator  whether  he  intended  the  remark  to 
be  applied  to  him,  and  he  must  say  that  he  had 
not  received  the  answer  which,  according  to  the 
ustul  courtesy  which  jimvails  in  the  body,  he 
had  a  ri^t  to  expect  X  throw  back,  laid  Mr. 
0.,  the  assertitm  of  the  Senator:  Imadenofalse 
prediction ;  I  anticipated  no  defldt.  It  is  well 
known  to  those  wiUi  whom  I  assodated,  that^ 
at  the  time,  I  looked  into  the  sabject,  and  then 
itated  that  the  estimate  that  there  would  be 
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a  deficit  waa  erroneous  and  so  stated  at  the 
time.  I  then  estimated  the  receipts  from  the 
customs  at  dxteen  miUions,  and  I  mlj  desire 
that  my  estimate  aa  to  the  surplus  revenue  m^ 
be  as  correct  as  my  estimate  of  the  revenoa 
d  last  year  then  was.  I  have  little  apprehen- 
sion as  to  the  customs.  If  tiiere  be  error,  it  is 
as  to  the  public  lands.  I  have  taken  a  sum  lea 
than  the  average  of  the  last  four  years ;  much 
lees  in  £u)t  than  it  appears;  for  insbdad  of  taking 
the  income  of  1888  at  three  T"'^^^m»«  nine  hnur 
dred  thousand,  I  mig^t  well  have  taken  it  at 
five  millions,  the  amount  at  which  the  land 
sold,  although  the  return  of  the  year  is  put 
down  at  $8,900,000,  without  giving  anywhere, 
asftr  as  I  oan  see,  a  aatiifr^oEy  e^anatiosL 
But  I  am  waU  aware  tbat  the  grMt  sales  of  this 
and  the  last  Tear  are  to  be  attributed  to  tilw 
large  tracts  oi  fertile  land  brought  into  the  mar- 
ket, and  which  may  poambly  hare  a  greater 
effect  on  the  revenue  tnm  this  source  than 
was  estimated  by  the  ccannutteeu 

iir.  FoEnaxTXs  then  modified  his  motion, 
so  as  to  make  it  30,000. 

lir.  Enra,  of  Alabama,  waa  willing  to  Totefw 
10,000  of  each  of  the  reports. 

The  question  was  tuen  on  the  moticm  to 
print  10,000  and  decided  aa  foUows : 

Tub.— HesDS.  Benton,  ffibb,  Blade,  Brown,  Bn- 
cfaunn,  CdUunm,  Catfatmt,  EwEi^,  Goldsboroogh, 
Gmndy,  Hei^ridES,  Kane,  Khig  w  Ahhma,  Le^ 
Idnn,  MeEesn,  Hanguni,  Nsndiuii,  Foindeiter,  Por- 
ter, BobUiw,  BoUnsM,  SDabee,  Smith,  Sontiwrd, 
Tipton,  TomJinaon,  Tjier,  White— 29. 

Nats.— MesBis.  BUI,  Emg  of  Qeoigia,  KoRi^ 
Shepley,  TaUmsdge,  Wrifi^it— «. 


Fbidat,  Tebrtiaiy  18. 

Colonel  John  Laureni. 

The  bill  BuppleaentatT  to  the  act  for  (he 
rdief  of  the  repreeentatiTes  of  OoI<»iel  John 
Laurens  was  conndered  as  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bin  was  ordered  to  be  engroaBod  for  a 
third  reading,  by  ^e  following  vote : 

Teis.— Heasra.  Bell,  Bibb,  Black,  Clay,  Ewing, 
Frelingha  jBen,  Qoldsboroagh,  Hendricks,  Kane,  Kent, 
King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigh,  Linn,  MaCean, 
Voore,  Naoddn,  Foiodexttf  ,  PMatiaB,  Freiton,  Bob- 
iMns,  Bot»naon,  Silabee,  Bi^th,  Scntllwd,  Swift, 
ton,  Tcnnlinion,  T^,  Waggauaa,  Webster,  White 
—82. 

Nats. — Hesra.  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoon,  Cuth- 
bert,  Grundy,  Hill,  King  of  Geoina,  llangam,  Hor- 
lis,  Bng^  Shqdsy,  l^dlmadga,  Wi^it— 13. 

i&s0«£ws  Patronage. 

On  motion  of  lb.  OAXmnnr,  th»  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  omridotttion  of  the  US  re- 

Eirted  by  him  from  the  select  oommittee  aa. 
xeoutive  patronage,  to  repeal  the  first  and 
seccmd  sections  of  an  aot  to  umit  the  terms  ot 
servioe  of  certain  dvil  officers,  ai^iroTed  the  16th 
of  May,  1820. 
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iSr.  Oalhoun  said  this  is  not  the  first  time 
that  the  meaaare,  now  nnder  confdderation,  has 
been  before  the  Senate.  It  was  iDtrodnoed 
eight  years  ago,  on  the  report  of  a  select  com- 
mittee then  Tused  on  ExecntiTe  patronage,  as 
one  of  the  measnree  then  thonght  neoeesary  to 
cnrtail  what,  at  that  time,  was  thooght  to  he 
the  excessiTe  patronage  of  the  ExecntiTe.  The 
party  Uien  in  opposition,  and  now  In  power, 
them  pledged  thoiuelTaB  to  the  o(»nmnid^  Uiat, 
BhooM  thejr  be  elevated  to  power,  fhey  wonid 
adn^iister  the  CtoTsnunent  on  the  prineiplea 
laid  down  in  liie  report  Ur.  0.  aaM  that  it 
was  now  high  time  to  inqnire  how  this  solemn 
pledge,  which,  in  his  opinion,  imposed  a  sacred 
obli^tum,  has  been  redeemed.  Has  the  plight- 
ed wth  been  kept  which  Hie  oommittee  gave 
in  the  name  of  the  parfy  ?  Before  I  nndert^e 
to  answer  this  qnestion,  it  may  be  proper  to 
iuqaire  who  constitntea  that  oomnuttee,  and 
what  the  pontion  thej  occapr  f  The  chairman 
was  Ur.  Braiton,  now  a  member  of  the  Senate 
and  of  the  present  committee.  The  name  of 
Mr.  Macon,  thai  a  Senator  from  North  Oarolina, 
BO  well  known  to  tiie  conntrr,  stands  ne^; 
Hr.  Van  Bnren,  now  Vice  Fredoent;  l&.Didk- 
erson,  now  Seoretaiy  of  the  l^easniy;  Hr. 
Johnson,  now  a  member  of  the  other  Honse 
from  Kentucky ;  Mr.  'White,  (then  as  now  of 
Tennessee,)  Senator  from  Tennessee;  Mr. 
flolmes,  of  Miune ;  Mr.  Hayne,  <tf  Sonth  Oar- 
olina ;  Mr.  Findley,  of  Pennsylvania ;  then  dis* 
tingoished  members  of  this  body. 

Sach  was  the  committee,  which  then  and 
now  stands  so  high  in  the  confidence  of  the 
party  now  in  power.  Hear  what  their  report 
says  upon  this  subject  of  Execative  patnuuge. 

Here  an  extract  from  the  report  was  reaoj  as 
foUows : 

"  To  be  able  to  shew  to  the  Senate  a  fuU  and  per- 
fect view  of  the  power  and  workings  oi  federU 
patronage,  the  committee  addressed  a  note,  immedi- 
ate afwr  they  were  charged  with  this  inquiry,  to 
eacb  of  the  Departmaito;  and  to  the  Postmaater 
General,  reqnesut^  to  be  infonoed  of  the  whde 
number  of  persons  employed  and  the  iriiole  amotmt 
of  money  paid  out,  onder  the  direction  ol  their  re- 
spective Departments,  The  answers  received  are 
hereunto  submitted,  and  made  part  of  this  report 
With  the  Blue  Bow,  ibej  will  discover  enouf^  to 
show  that  the  predtcoQiis  of  flwee  vdio  were  not 
tdind  to  the  defects  of  the  ooaatitution  are  ready  to 
be  reaUsed ;  tint  the  power  and  Inflaenoe  ef  ftderal 
patronage,  contrary  to  the  afgoment  hi  the  *  Fedml- 
iBt,*  is  an  ovennatdi  fbr  the  power  and  infioenoe  <^ 
State  patronase ;  that  Its  wottings  will  contaminate 
the  purity  of  all  electi<xtB,  and  enable  the  federal 
Government,  eventually,  to  govem  throughout  the 
States,  as  effectually  aa  if  they  were  so  many  prov- 
inces of  one  vast  oainre. 

"  The  wliole  of  this  great  power  win  centre  in  the 
Freaident.  The  King  of  Endand  Is  the  '  fountain 
of  honor the  Fred&nt  of  the  United  States  is  the 
soaroe  of  jpatronage.  He  preddes  over  the  entire 
system  of  federal  ^ipointoients,  Jobs,  and  contracts. 
He  has  'power'  overtbe  'suj^MMi'  itf  the  ludlvid- 
nals  ^  administer  flu  ^jrteiBa.  He  makes  and  »• 


makes  them.  He  chooses  from  tlie  drde  0[  his 
Mends  and  supporters,  and  may  diemin  them,  and 
upon  all  the  principles  <tf  human  actions  will  dismiss 
them,  as  often  as  they  disappoint  Us  expectattooa. 
His  spirit  wHI  anbnate  tibdr  actions  in  all  the  elee- 
tions  to  Stato  and  federal  offices.  There  may  be  ex- 
ceptions ;  but  the  truth  of  a  general  rule  is  proved 
by  the  exception.  The  inteoded  <iie<^  and  control 
of  the  Senate,  without  new  constitutional  or  statu- 
tory proriaioui,  will  cease  to  operate.  Patronsge 
will  penetrato  this  body,  subdue  its  c^tacity  of  re- 
mstance,  diain  it  to  die  oar  of  power,  and  enable  the 
F^oent  to  rule  as  easily,  and  much  more  seonrely, 
with  than  without  the  nominal  check  of  the  Senate. 
If  the  I^<erident  was  himself  the  officer  of  the  peo- 
ple, elected  by  them,  and  renransible  to  them,  there 
would  be  lea  dangw  from  utis  concentration  of  all 
power  in  his  hands ;  but  it  is  the  business  of  states 
men  to  act  upon  things  as  they  are,  not  as  they 
would  iridi  them  to  be.  We  must  then  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  the  pnUlo  reveone  wfll  be  doubled ; 
when  the  dvil  and  military  officers  of  the  federal 
Government  wUl  be  qoadrapled ;  iriien  its  mfluoice 
over  individuals  will  be  mid%lied  to  an  indefiidte 
extent ;  when  the  ncnnination  by  the  President  can 
cany  any  man  tiuongh  the  Sena^  and  his  reoom- 
Btendation  can  oany  any  neasure  through  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress;  when  the  principle  of  pubUe 
action  wDl  be  open  and  avowed— ue  FKaident  wants 
my  vote,  and  I  want  his  patrtmage ;  I  will  vote  as  be 
wishes,  and  he  will  give  me  the  office  I  wish  for. 
What  will  this'be,  but  the  government  of  one  manf 
and  what  is  the  government  of  me  man  but  a  mon* 
ardiyf  Kames  are  notUng.  Ilie  natnra  of  a  tUog 
la  in  ita  substsnce,  and  tiie  name  socm  aooommodatM 
itself  to  the  substance.  The  first  Boman  Emperor 
was  styled  Emperor  of  the  BqniUic,  and  die  last 
French  Emperor  took  the  aame  tide ;  and  their  re- 
spective countries  were  just  as  essentially  mimarchi- 
cal  before  as  after  the  assumption  of  these  titles.  It 
cannot  be  deided  or  dissembled,  iHit  that  the  federal 
OoTonment  gravitates  to  the  aame  point,  and  that 
the  election  of  the  Executive  by  the  L^;iSlatnre 
quickens  the  InqmUon. 

"Those  idio  make  the  President  must  sopport 
him.  Their  political  &te  becomes  identifled,  aul 
they  must  stand  or  f&ll  together.  lUgbt  or  wrong, 
they  most  support  hUn ;  and  if  he  is  made  contrary 
to  the  will  of  the  people,  he  mnst  be  snj^xxted  not 
cmly  by  votes  and  nM^Ms,  but  by  ami  A  vfohnt 
and  forced  state  tUngs  will  enme;  bdividwl 
combats  will  take  place;  and  the  combats  <^  faidivld- 
uals  wm  be  the  fMeninner  to  general  engagements. 
The  array  of  man  against  man  will  be  the  prelude  to 
the  array  of  army  against  army,  and  of  State  agahist 
State,  Such  is  &e  law  of  nature ;  uid  it  is  equally 
in  vain  fin-  one  set  of  men  to  dun  an  exemption 
ftom  Hi  in>eradon,  aa  It  wonld  fiir  any  other  sat  to 
suppose  that,  under  the  same  circmnstancea,  tiwy 
would  not  act  in  the  same  manner.  The  oatoral 
remedy  for  all  this  evil  would  be  to  place  the  elee- 
tion  of  Pretident  in  the  hands  of  tlie  people  of  tfie 
United  States.  He  would  then  tiave  a  power  to  sup- 
port him  vriilcfa  would  be  aa  able  and  as  willh^  to 
aid  him,  wlwn  he  was  Umself  supporting  tbe  interest 
of  tbe  country,  as  they  would  be  to  put  bun  down 
when  he  should  neglect  or  oppose  those  interests. 
Tour  committee,  looking  at  ue  present  mode  of 
electing  the  Freiddent  aa  the  prindpal  source  of  all 
thb  evil,  have  commenced  their  labors  at  the  b^a- 
nfa^  of  tUi  MSrion,     TeconmswUBg  an  anoid- 
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OMQt  to  the  ooBfldtation  In  that  cMeotUl  and  Tital 
nrtioolmr;  bat  in  this,  u  in  nunj other  things,  they 
flnd  the  gresteit  difBcoltj  to'be  in  the  flnt  step. 
The  onnmittee  reoommend  the  imendmenta,  bat  the 
people  ouutot  act  apcn  it  ontil  Coogrea  ebiiU  *  pro- 
poee'  it,  and  pendTenton  Congren  will  not  '  pro- 
poM*  itto  Ihna  at  lU. 

"It  ia  no  longer  tme  that  the  Ftarident,  b  deal- 
teg  oat  ofBcea  to  membera  of  Congreas,  will  be  lim- 
ited, BB  mppoaed  la  the  FederalUt,  to  the  inocmnder- 
M»  number  of  |4aces  which  may  become  vacant  by 
the  ndinary  eamaltiea  of  deatha  and  reeignatiooB; 
on  the  oootnrj,  be  may.now  draw,  for  that  porpose, 
vpon  die  entire  Amd  of  the  Ezeeutive  pitionage. 
(teutraetioD  and  legidation  have  aocompluhed  this 
change.  In  Aa  very  flrat  year  of  the  constitution,  a 
oonstroctioQ  was  pot  upon  that  instrument  wfaidi 
enabled  the  Freddent  to  ereate  as  many  vacandea  as 
be  pleated,  and  at  any  miNnuit  that  be  thought 
proper.  This  wis  eOboted  by  yielding  to  bfan  the 
fci^Iy  pren^ative  of  dhmladng  ottcers  wUhout  the 
foimality  <^  a  trial.  The  authors  of  the  Fedoalist 
had  not  foreseen  this  oonstnictlon;  so  far  from  It, 
they  Ittd  asserted  the  oootrary,  and,  arguing  logically 
from  the  premises  *  that  the  dismissing  power  was 
qipurtensot  to  the  appointing  power,'  they  had 
maintained,  in  No.  11  of  that  standard  wiMfc,  tu^  as 
the  consent  of  the  Senate  wss  necessary  to  the  ap- 

ditment  of  an  officer,  so  the  oonsent  of  the  same 
y  woold  be  equally  necesssiy  to  bis  disminion 
from  office.  But  this  construction  was  ovemiled  by 
the  first  Congres  wbidi  was  ftMined  under  the  con- 
stitution ;  the  power  of  dlaminion  from  office  was 
abandoned  to  the  President  alone,  and,  widi  the  ao- 
quimtion  of  thia  prerogative  alone,  the  power  and 
patronage  of  the  presidential  office  was  instantly  in- 
cresasd  to  ao  indefinite  extent ;  and  the  argnmant 
of  the  Federalist  sgainst  the  cqiadtyof  the  Frcv- 
dent  to  oompt  the  members  of  Congress,  founded 
upon  the  small  number  of  places  whidi  be  oould  use 
for  that  purpose,  was  totally  overthrown.  Bo  much 
for  oonstniction.  Mow  for  the  effects  of  iM^slation ; 
ud  iritbont  going  into  an  enomentfon  ih  st^tca 
wfaldi  onneccBsarUy  increase  the  Exeentlve  patron- 
age, tbe  four  yeait*  i^ipcdntment  law  will  altme  be 
mentioned ;  for  thia  dng^  act,  by  vacating  almost 
the  eidire  dill  list  onoe  In  every  period  of  a  pred- 
dentfad  term  of  serrice,  placea  more  offioes  at  the 
oomnund  <^  the  Freddent  than  were  known  to  the 
constitution  at  the  thna  of  its  adoptioi,  and  is^  (rf* 
itsdf,  again  soffloient  to'overtiinnr  tiw  whde  of 
aigument  wbidi  was  used  in  tbe  Federalist" 

It  ia  impoBidble,  said  Mr.  0.,  to  read  this 
report,  whioh  denonnoes  In  sach  unqnalifled 
term*  tbe  excess  and  the  abnsea  of  patronage 
at  that  time,  Tithont  hang  atrock  with  the 
deplonUe  onuge  whtdi  a  few  short  years  has 
wrought  in  the  oharaoter  of  onr  oonntry.  Then 
we  were  sensitive  in  aU  that  rested  to  onr  lib- 
erty, and  jealons  of  patronage  and  Oovem- 
mental  inflaenoe ;  so  maoh  so,  that  a  few  Inoon- 
slderable  removals,  three  or  fonr  printers,  roused 
the  indignation  of  the  whole  country— events 
which  wonld  now  pass  nnnoticed.  We  have 
grown  insoiaible,  become  calloos  and  stnpid. 

Bnt  let  ns  turn  to  the  question  whioh  I  have 
asked.  How  has  tiie  plighted  faith  of  the  party 
been  ftilfiUedt  Have  the  abuses  then  d»- 
noDoeedbeeaWKTeotodf  Has  the  fbnr  7«ani* 
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Uw  been  repealed?  Has  the  idaclion  of  tiie 
President  been  siven  to  the  people  f  Has  tbe 
exercise  of  the  aismiasing  power  by  the  Preu- 
dent  whioh  was  then  pronoonoed  to  be  a  dan- 
gerous violation  of  the  eonstitntion,  been  re- 
stored to  Oongreasf  All  these  pledges  have 
he^  forgotten.  Hot  one  has  been  fulfilled. 
And  what  Jnatificatioa,  I  adt,  is  offered  ftir  so 
groea  a  violat  ion  of  faitii  ?  None  ia  even  at- 
tempted; the  d«liiiqnen«r  la  aeknowedged ; 
and  the  only  eSbrt  iridoh  the  Senator  from 
Uissonri  has  made  to  defend  his  own  condoct 
and  that  of  the  administration,  in  ad<^ting  the 
praetioa  whioh  be  then  denounced,  is  the  plea 
of  retaHaiion.  He  says  that  he  had  been  fonr- 
teen  years  a  member  of  the  Senate ;  and  that, 
during  the  first  seven,  no  fiiend  of  his  had 
received  the  favor  of  theOovermnent;  andoon- 
tends  that  it  became  necessary  to  dismiss  those 
in  office  to  make  room  for  others  who  bad  been 
for  so  long  a  time  beyond  the  circle  of  ezecn- 
tiva  fevor.  What,  Mr.  O.  asked,  is  the  prin- 
ciple, when  correctly  nndentood,  on  whidi  this 
defenoe  restal  It  asramea  that  retaliation  is 
a  prlno^e  in  its  nataie  ao  sacred  that  it  Joati- 
fiea  the  vidation  of  the  oonstitatioD,  the  teeadi 
of  plighted  Mtb,  and  the  subversion  of  prin- 
ciples the  observance  of  which  had  been  de- 
clared to  be  essential  to  the  liberty  of  the 
country.  The  avowal  of  such  a  principle  0U7 
be  justified  at  this  time  by  interested  partisans ; 
but  the  time  must  arrive  when  a  more  impar- 
tial tribunal  will  regard  it  in  a  fiur  different  light, 
and  pronounce  that  sentence  which  violated 
fiuth  and  broken  pledges  deserve.  Mr.  G.  sud 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  affords  an  op- 
portunity to  the  dominant  party  to  redeem  its 
pledge,  as  late  as  it  ia,  and  to  aval  at  least  in 
I>art,  that  ^ost  denmidation  whioh  an  impar- 
tial posterity  will  otherviae  most  certainly 
pronounce  upon  them.  He  hoped  that  they 
would  embrace  the  opportunity,  and  thereby 
prove  tiiat,  in  expelling  the  former  administra- 
tion, tiiey  were  not  merely  acting  a  part,  and 
that  tbe  solemn  pledges  and  promises  then  ^ven 
were  not  electioneering  tricks,  devoid  of  sinoerity 
and  faith.  I  oonuder  it,  bmo  Mr.  0.,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  that  deep  degeneracy  which  precedes 
the  downfiitll  of  a  republic,  when  those  elevated 
to  power  forset  the  promisee  on  whioh  tbey 
were  elevated ;  the  certain  efifect  of  which  is 
to  make  an  imiHwaeion  on  the  public  mind  that 
all  ia  Jogt^ing  and  tdekerj  in  politics,  and  to 
erftata  an  Infifferenoe  to  political  atmggle^ 
highly  fevorable  to  the  growth  of  despotic 
power. 

Mr.  BiNTOv  replied  at  much  length. 

Mr.  SocTHAKD  s^  that  the  proposition  then 
before  the  Senate  had  relation  entirtij  to  Uie 
bill  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  select  com- 
mittee as  one  of  the  means  by  which  ezecaUve 
power  was  to  be  restrained.  Wh^  he  aud 
this,  his  object  was  to  draw  the  attention  oS  the 
Senate  to  the  subject  under  consideration,  not 
to  meet  any  statements  with  regard  to  finanoia] 
nuttMs.  Tba  simpto  propoottMD  irn^  vw  it 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE  

SMoam  Patrrmage  amd  Qowmmtmt  Eff  num.  [Fna 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


599 


IkBBUABTt  1885.] 

pn^rfliat the bDlslundd pass t  Thefintseo- 
Han  the  bill  supplied  two  BeoUons  of  the  bill 
passed  in  1620,  and  the  second  section  provided 
that  OoDffress  shall  be  aware  who  are  pablio  de- 
^olters,  declaring  that  the  commissions  of  snch 
shall  expire.  The  last  provision  required  that 
the  President  shoold  assign  to  the  S^ate  his 
reasons,  when  he  removes  a  public  officer  (torn 
office.  He  approved  of  the  first  provision  of 
the  bill,  becaase  he  believed  that  the  act  of 
Vaj,  1830,  placed  too  mach  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  PreddenL  and  had  accomplished 
ntoM  of  the  intentions  nw  which  it  was  named. 
The  act  required  that  certain  officers  ahonld  he 
appointed  for  the  tern  of  fimr  Tears,  and  the 
iutantion  was  to  bring  those  i^oera  (who  were 
disbnrsing  officers)  before  the  Exeonuve  at  the 
end  of  everj  foor  years,  in  order  that,  if  th^ 
official  oondact  had  not  hem  correct,  he  nu^t, 
hj  failing  to  renominate,  get  rid  of  them  with- 
out the  formality  of  a  removaL  The  object 
certainly  was  a  good  one,  but  it  had  tended  to 
increase  the  ^wer  of  the  Executive  to  an 
extent  not  anticipated  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law.  The  law  went  into  operanon 
immediately  preceding  the  presidential  election, 
and  every  four  yeats  afterwards  the  officers 
apptrinted  under  it  were  to  so  out  oi  office  if 
not  reH>p(^ntad.  Now,  comd  any  man  not  see 
that  all  these  officers  would  ibel  themselves 
dependent  on  the  Sxeontive,  who  had  the 
power  to  leave  them  ont  or  renominate  them. 
The  law  as  it  stood  placed  every  man,  who 
was  not  above  being  bribed  by  office,  in  the 
market,  feeling  and  acting  on  the  principle  that 
he  was  to  support  the  man  who  would  keep 
him  in  office.  Pass  the  bill  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  result  will  be  far  different.  Each 
office-holder  would  be  independent,  and  would 
look  solely  to  a  &itbfal  discharge  of  his  duty 
for  his  oontinnanoe  in  office.  Aa  the  law  now 
stood,  it  was  made  to  operate  on  the  whole 
band  <tf  offleoraof  the  Ooremment,  aa  well  on 
the  other  officers  as  on  the  dishurriog  agents  for 
whom  it  was  originally  intended.  Each  one 
not  influenced  by  pure  motives  would  say  to  the 
Execntive,  "  Will  you  retain  me  in  office  if  I 
support  yoa  t "  This  effect  of  that  law  which 
it  was  now  proposed  to  repeal  must  be  appa- 
rent to  every  Senator,  and  he  thought,  if  they 
would  follow  it  up,  it  would  produce  on  their 
minds  a  deep  conviction  that  the  statute  book 
ought  to  be  relieved  from  it.  It  was  the  Inten- 
tion of  those  who  framed  that  law  to  bring  the 
officers  of  the  Govemment  before  the  Executive 
at  the  end  of  every  four  jeara,  In  ordo'  that 
they  might  be  dismissed  if  finmd  nnwortby. 
Bat  it  certainly  never  was  intended  that  an 
officer  who  had  fiurly  disbursed  the  pnblic : 
money,  and  fjdthfolly  dischaiged  the  daties  of 
his  office,  shonld  be  turned  ont  in  order  to  make 
room  for  a  political  partisan.  It  was  intended 
to  secure  a  greater  accountability  in  the  dis- 
burring  ^nts,  md,  by  bringing  tiieir  conduct 
more  n^nently  in  review,  to  secure  to  the 
Government  the  serrioea  oif  tiie  moot  tnut- 


worthy  inctividnala.  Bat  had  this  been  the 
operation  of  l^e  act!  No.  The  period 
four  years  had  been  selected  as  the  period  when 
the  enemy  was  to  be  prostrated,  and  friends 
sustained.  This  mode  of  executing  the  act  had 
defeated  all  the  intentiona  of  its  framers.  It 
had  introduced  a  different  system,  with  regard 
to  tiie  tenure  of  office,  from  that  contemplated 
by  those  who  passed  the  law.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  wise  in  Congress  to 
dispense  with  those  provisions  which  tended 
to  make  the  whole  band  of  office-holders  servile 
suppliants  of  the  EnoatiTC,  destitute  oi  that  in- 
dependeoce  of  character,  that  man^  feeling, 
which  ahoold  characterise  every  pablio  officer. 
Vr,  S.  here  read  from  the  hlli  uie  provirions 
requiring  the  President  to  lay  before  Oongresa 
the  aoconuts  of  all  district  attorneys,  marsnala, 
and  other  disbursing  officers,  &a 

The  object  was  to  exhibit  to  the  Senate  the 
appointing  power,  the  number  of  those  who 
diould  f^  to  render  their  accounts,  and  to  give 
to  those  who  should  be  unfortunate  time  to  re- 
pair the  accident  whidi  deprived  them  of  the 
ability  to  make  a  correct  settiemect  of  their 
acconnta.  If  an  officer  therefore,  should  be  a 
defianlter  In  8ept«nber,  the  account  being  made 
np  to  Jmoary,  wonld  leave  him  time  to  oonect 
the  evil,  if  the  defoolt  should  he  the  effect  ot 
unforeseen  accident,  and  not  of  criminal  con- 
duct. This  part  of  the  IhU  was  so  plain  that 
he  would  not  detain  the  Senate  longer  in  com- 
menting on  it.  The  third  section  oi  the  bill 
provided,  "  That,  in  all  nominations  made 
the  President  to  the  Senate,  to  fill  vacancies  ao- 
casioned  by  removal  from  office,  the  facts  of  the 
removal  shall  he  stated  to  the  Senate  at  the 
same  time  that  the  nominati«i  is  made,  with  a 
statement  of  the  reasons  for  such  removal." 

He  valued  that  provirioa  of  the  yerj 
mach.  He  would  niot,  at  that  tune,  enter  into 
the  snt^ect  (tf  remov^afrom  (^ce.  It  had  long 
bean  a  anbjeot  of  difibresoe  witii  politidana,  ai^ 
had  ooeuined  their  attentiw  at  an  eariy  period 
of  the  Government.  Bat  this  section  <ud  not 
interfere  with  this  power  uS  removal.  It  re- 
quired simply  that  the  President  should  state 
to  the  Senate,  when  he  removed  an  officer, 
that  he  had  removed  him,  and  why.  Was 
there  any  thing  that  should  make  the  Exec- 
utive reluctant  to  communicate  such  reasons  to 
his  constitutional  advisers !  We  are  bound  to 
presume,  (Ur.  S.  said,)  that  he  has  acted  under 
the  best  considerations.  All  that  was  asked  of 
him  was  to  state  that  he  had  removed  a  public 
officer,  and  his  reasona  6a  so  dcdng,  in  ordn- 
that  uie  Senate,  the  co-(Hrdinate  ^pointiz^ 
power,  (he  s^d  oo-<»dinate  power,  beoanae 
no  ^tiKnntment  could  he  made  wiQurat  the 
conoarrenoe  of  the  Senate,)  might  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  appointing  another  individual  to 
the  office  thus  vacatedl  The  histwy  o£  this 
power  of  removal  was  not  common.  In  the 
early  periods  of  onr  history  it  was  almost  un- 
known. It  continned  unknown  until  Vx.  Jeffer- 
Bon's  time,  and  had  not  been  exercised  at  all  by 


XMCKtm  Paifomaift  and  Gooernmnt  Si^pemu. 
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one  of  hifl  predeceasorft.  The  Senate  wonld  on- 
denUnd  mm  as  refflrringto  the  adminiitration 
<rf  Mr.  Adams.  There  was  not  one  removal 
from  office  duxing  the  prendenc^  of  that  gentle- 
man. 

The  Senator  ft-om  Miasonri  (Mr.  Bkbtoh) 
had  oomplained  thai  this  report,  which  ema- 
nated from  the  committee,  presented  a  great 
vartetT'  of  bills,  which  were  there  framed,  to 
Umit  the  execDtive  prerogatiTe,  withoot  being 
ealenlited  to  aocomplish  any  otner  nseftil  pnr- 

ri.  In  looking  at  the  repcul  thb  morning 
£d  not  aee  any  grounds  for  making  this 
ennplidnt.  There  was  one  bin  pn^racdng  an 
amendment  to  the  oonstitatitn,  which  did  not 
meet  with  the  gentleman's  oonoorrenoe.  Bnt 
beoMue  he  disapproved  of  one  measure  of  the 
oommittee,  did  it  follow  that  no  other  was 
worthy  of  approbation  ?  He  ^iprehended  that 
the  gentleman  from  Hiasoori  wonld  not  njeot 
his  own  measares  (for  he  was  on  the  committee, 
and  approved  of  every  bill  with  the  exception 
of  the  one  jost  named)  beoanse  more  was  not 
done.  Of  the  other  bills  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, one  was  for  the  regolatton  of  the  news* 
pwera  In  which  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  the  pnblio  Bdvettisements  shall  be  in- 
serted. Did  the  gentleman  see  no  practical 
good  to  result  from  this  bill?  Another  was 
to  rcgolate  the  app<^tment  of  postmasters. 
The  provlri<»is  io  this  Ull  had  Jnst  bem  passed 
by  the  Senate  by  a  nnanimons  vote,  in  the  bill 
to  recwganize  toe  Post  Office  Department;  and 
It  was  not,  therefore,  necessary  to  pass  saoh 
provisions  as  were  contdned  in  this  second  bill 
of  the  committee,  after  one  had  passed  the 
Senate  for  that  parpoae.  The  next  bill  was 
for  the  regnlation  of  the  ^pointment  of  cadets 
and  midshipmen.  He  could  not  answer  for 
what  was  tiie  practice  of  the  Departmrats  now, 
irith  regard  to  sodi  i^pcdntments,  but  he  well 
knew  what  was  the  iwactiee  •(«»  time  ago ; 
ud  it  was  to  carry  the  proTidi«iB  of  this  very 
bill  into  effisot  In  OMuladcHi,  he  trusted,  there* 
ftm)  that  tlieaa  UUa  wonld  find  ftvor  with  those 
who  had  heretofbre  sniq^orted  rimUar  meas- 
ures. 


Satubdat,  FebmaiT  1^ 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Ponnnxm,  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  of  last  session,  which  was  re- 
ported last  sesdon  by  the  Committee  on  Pnblio 
Laiid%  making  a  grant  of  lud  to  oertda  exiles 
from  Fi^d,  was  taken  nn. 

llr.  PoiAuuTut  Bidd  toat  tiieae  ocfles  were 
In  an  nnfortanate  ocmdition,  and  if  tiie  Un  was 
not  tsken  np  now,  it  might  probably  not  be  trf 
use  to  them. 

Mr.  PoHTDTTiB  said  that  the  first  section 
ot  the  biU,  as  reported  last  session,  by  which 
was  made  to  tiiese  exiles  a  grant  of  land,  re- 

anired  the  actn^  habitation  and  coltivation  of 
le  land.  The  House  had  amended  the  bill, 


and  made  it  imperative  to  make  ten  years' 
reaidotoe.  Ihis  made  the  oanditacm  oa  which 
the  land  was  fpven  worse  than  to  a  ocMnmoo 
pnrohaser.  He  proposed  to  make  it^  what  U 
ought  to  be,  a  generous  gift  The  people  wnc 
poor,  and,  oonseqnentiy,  unable  to  boy  in^^e- 
ments  of  husbandry.  He  proposed  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  wonld  enable 
them  to  mortgage  their  land  for  the  pnehase 
of  toola.  Every  year  their  oonditioa  wtNild 
improve^  and  at  the  end  ctf  V&a.  yenn  tiiey 
would  be  comfortably  settled. 

Mr.  Ema,  of  Alabama,  ftit  a  diffiool^  in 
opponng  the  bill,  but  the  Senate  ahonld  take 
care  not  to  encoorage  a  hnngry  class  of  spwa- 
latonk  There  had  l)een  already  awne  expe- 
rience on  this  snbject  A  number  of  militair 
men,  who  were  exiled  from  France,  bad  a 
grant  of  a  township  of  land  made  to  tb«n, 
under  oertain  conditions,  and  that  grant  was 
the  occanon  of  more  trouble  and  of  more  frand- 
ulent  speculations  than  most  men  would  have 
antidpsted.  Let  it  be  a  donation  to  them; 
and  when  the  land  is  given,  let  tiiem  keep  it 
If  they  were  to  mortgage  their  land  they  might 
never  go  there.  Their  mofl^age  would  be  pw 
feet,  and  they  mi^t  never  redeem  H.  In  the 
case  of  the  French  emlffrants,  Oongreaa  had  to 
give  np  the  land,  and  »t  tiiem  take  it  at  the 
usual  price.  If  the  Senator  wwe  to  look  at 
the  biU  with  his  usual  attention,  he  wonld  find 
it  to  be  a  bill  that  would  do  them  no  good,  and 
be  the  means  of  throwing  the  land  into  the 
hands  of  speculators.  If  the  Senate  would 
allow  it  to  he  on  the  table  tot  a  day  or  two^  It 
m^ht  be  duly  oonddered. 

Hr.  PoDTDExm  assented  to  the  pr<^>odti<Ki, 
and  the  bill  was  aoom'din^  lidd  on  the  tablcu 

Bx^ckUm  Patnmagt. — StmorxU  from  Q^Sea. 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  the  4>ecial  «der, 
being  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  to  fix  the 
number  and  o<Hnpensation  of  certain  ofiSoera. 

[Mr.  EwiKG  spoke  at  length  upon  the  qoestioQ  of 
removals,  "i»'"**'"'"g  that  the  congtitutkm  does  not 
confer  on  the  Fresideat  alone  the  power  removal 
— that  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  l^isbitive  i»ovUcn, 
sat)jeet  to  be  vested,  modified,  dianged,  or  taken 
sv^at  thdrwOl;  and  if  it  Is  not  r^ulated  atsll 
by  law,  it  vests  b  the  Freddent,  in  oonjimetian  with 
the  Senate,  as  part  of  tbe  appointing  power.] 

Mr.  Kun  sud  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  debate,  nor  to  discuss  the  particular  ques- 
tion relative  to  the  organization  the  Govern- 
ment whioh  had  already  been  dedded,  and  the 
deoisuHi  of  whioh  had  been  aequleaoed  in  for 
half  a  emtary.  That  question  he  would  not 
discuss  then,  unless  ftlrl^  brought  up.  Anumg 
his  objeoti(His  to  the  bdl  was,  not  that  it  pro- 
posed to  take  away  any  power  from  the  Exec- 
utive, but  because,  with  the  admisncm  of  a 
distinct  power  on  the  face  of  the  l»ll,  it  pro- 
poses that  the  Executive  fhould  lay  before  the 
Senate  the  reastns  for  its  exercjee^  whan  he 
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cihoae  to  aierdfle  ft  ItwasdistlnctiTadinitted 
indie  binUiat  tiieEzeontiTepoasessedaspedfic 
power,  and  that  it  required  him  to  laj  before 
the  Sfmate  his  reasons  before  he  exercised  it 
What  would  yon  do,  asked  tSx.  K.,  with  these 
reasons  when  70a  got  themt  Would  the 
Senate  do  as  it  did  when  it  got  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  his  reasons  for  the 
removal  of  the  pnblio  deposits  f  The  bill,  he 
repeated,  admitted  that  the  President  possessed 
the  power  of  remoTd  from  oflBce,  and  ^et,  hj 
some  undefined  process,  it  was  propcned  to 
make  him  responsible  to  the  Senate  for  its 
exercise.  The  first  section  of  tfae  bill  provided 
for  the  alteratitm  <rif  the  tmnre  of  office,  as  hdd 
heretofore  for  a  limited  time,  and  made  tiie 
tenare  of  office  dependent  on  the  will  of  the 
Exeontire,  requiring  of  him  to  assign  his  reasons 
to  the  Senate  before  he  makes  a  removal.  The 
third  section  (said  Hr.  K.)  provides,  "That  in 
all  nominations  nude  b^  the  Prerident  to  the 
Senate,  to  fill  vacancies  occasioned  by  the 
exercise  of  the  President's  power  to  remove 
the  said  officers  mentioned  in  the  second  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  the  fact  of  the  removal  shall 
be  stated  to  the  Senate,  at  the  same  time  Uiat 
the  nomination  is  made,  with  a  statement  <tf 
the  reasons  for  which  such  officer  may  have 
been  removed." 

Now,  Hr.  E.  did  not  Intend  to  disonas  that 
qneation.  Willi  the  admission  ot  c«tain  exec- 
ntive  powers  In  the  bill,  it  proposed  to  make 
the  Frerident  responsible  to  the  Senate,  and 
reqoire  him  to  give  his  reasons  before  fae  exercis- 
ed them.  Then,  he  asked,  what  would  the 
Senate  do  with  those  reasons  when  thej  got 
them.  It  was  an  idle  provision  in  the  bill  to 
say  that  the  President  uioold  tdve  his  reasons 
to  the  Senate  for  the  exercise  of  a  power  whidi 
it  was  admitted  he  possessed.  He  could  see 
mach  more  propriety  m  requiring  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  give  his  reasons  for  the  exercise  of  bis 
constitntional  powers  to  the  people  of  the 
TTnited  States^  but  he  did  not  aee  8Bj  loopriety 
in  requiring  him  to  ffxa  moh  zeasrau  to  the 
Senate.  For  these  reaaona  he  woold  rote 
flgainM  the  bUL 

Ur.  Bibb  rose  to  Btat&  in  a  very  few  words, 
his  reasons  fbr  supporting  this  biE,  It  was 
wdl  known  that  he  was  one  of  those  who  did 
not  deny  that  the  President  possessed  the 
power  of  removal  from  office.  He  had  express- 
ed the  opinion  that  the  President  did  possess 
this  power,  and  that  (minion  he  still  retdned. 
But  while  he  believed  that  the  power  of  re- 
moval from  office  was  vested  In  the  Preddent 
of  the  United  States,  he  still  believed  that  the 
power  to  rwolate  removals  rested  with  the 
CkmenM  of  the  United  Statea.  The  oonsUtu- 
tion  an  fhe  execnttve  power  aboold  be 
-vested  in  a  Freddent  of  the  United  States;  bnt, 
u  this  much  would  only  be  vague  and  Ind^nite, 
M  goes  on  to  say  what  those  powers  are— to 
vxpress,  in  precise  terms,  the  powers  that  shall 
be  given  to  the  Freddent  By  this  enumera- 
tion, it  endndea  at  onoe  fhe  idea  thtt^  iritliont 


[Skrar. 

inc3x  enumeration,  the  Presidait  would,  in  vir- 
tue of  his  office,  have  possessed  all  executive 
powers ;  for,  if  such  were  the  case,  the  consti- 
tution, as  was  remarked  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewmo,)  would  be  very  deficient  in 
what  a  oonstitutiou  should  be  for  a  well-r^n- 
lated  Government.  Let  it  ho  recollected  that 
tills  was  not  Intended  to  Iw  a  constitution  of 
unlimited  powers,  but  that  the  powers  granted 
by  it,  both  legislative  and  executive,  were 
express  and  limited;  for  it  declared  that  all 
powers  not  granted  by  it  shonld  be  withheld. 
The  idea  that  tiie  Executive  possessed  powers 
in  virtue  of  his  office,  had  led  to  continual 
aasuroptionB  oi  power  on  the  one  hand,  while 
it  was  redsted  on  the  other,  and  the  fluctuations 
of  exeoulive  power  had  generally  ended  in  new 
encroacJunents.  This  enumeration  of  executive 
power,  before  alluded  to,  was  intended  by  the 
Cramers  of  the  constitntion  as  a  security  against 
executive  encroachments;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose it  was  defined  as  strictly  and  as  precisely 
as  the  nature  of  language  would  permit;  but, 
define  and  define  as  you  may,  you  cannot  so 
mark  executive  powers  as  to  be  the  same 
to  all  minds ;  your  definition  cannot  be  made 
with  that  mathematical  precision  as  to  be 
beyond  doubt  or  misconception,  and  therefore 
the  nature  of  executive  powers  wHl  be  newed 
difTerentiy  by  different  eyes. 

It  had  been  objected  by  the  Soiator  from 
Illinois,  (Mr.  Kaiib,)  that  this  blU,  whilst  it 
conceded  to  the  President  the  power  to  remove 
firom  office,  at  the  same  time  attempted  to  re- 
quire that  he  should  state  the  cansea  of  such 
removal  to  the  Senate.  Well,  sir,  (s^  Mr. 
B.,)  I  adnut  that  the  bill  does  not  profess  to 
take  away  the  power  of  removal.  The  com- 
mittee did  not  think  it  proper  to  interfere 
further  than  to  provide  that  the  President 
shonld  state  his  reasons  for  the  removals  lie 
might  make.  The  gentieman  bad  asked  what 
the  Senate  would  do  with  those  reasons,  when 
they  got  them.  He  would  answer,  that  that 
matter  was  to  be  determined  by  the  Senate. 
It  was  not  for  hhn  to  inquire  into  what  sub- 
sequent Senates  might  do;  it  was  snffi- 
clent  for  him  that  the  single  circumstance  of 
requiring  of  the  Preudent  to  communicate 
to  the  Senate  his  reasons  for  the  exercise  of 
the  power  of  removal,  would  be  a  sufficient 
check  a^inst  tiie  abuse  of  that  power.  Was 
there  no  difference  between  suffering  a  man 
to  act  under  a  secret,  hidden  motive,  ^vemed 
by  mere  partiality  or  pnjndio&  and  his  a«tlng 
for  causes  whioh  be  was  bound  to  proclaim  to 
the  world  ?  Was  it  not  an  important  point  to 
make  the  Executive  examine  and  consider  well 
the  ohaives  against  a  pnblio  officer,  that  he 
might  ta£e  good  care  that  tiie  charges  were 
wflU  founded  and  of  sufficieut  weight,  before 
he  removed  him  from  office?  The  committee 
had  endeavored  to  avoid  any  interference  with 
the  executive  power;  but,  at  the  same  time,  to 
put  such  suffident  ohecks  and  balanoes  on  it  as 
eqwrienoe  reoommendedf  to  prevent  its  abnse. 
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At  what  time,  he  asked,  had  removatB  from 
office  been  made  that  did  not  produce  some 
agitation  in  the  pnUic  mind?  He  had  not, 
however,  at  any  tune,  intended  to  dificosa  this 

Eart  of  the  qneation ;  he  did  not  when  he  gave 
is  ooDBent  to  the  bill  in .  oommittee,  nor 
had  he  at  any  time  since,  intended  to  go  into 
it  aa  a  party  measnre.  Ijook,  said  Mr.  B.,  at 
the  complexion  of  tiie  committee.  It  was 
oomposed  of  the  three  different  partiea  which 
divided  the  Senate.  First,  there  was  the  party 
snpportiDg  the  administration,  who  assumed 
to  be  the  exclaaive  democrats ;  then  there  wae 
the  national  republicans;  and  lastly,  there 
was  another  party,  to  which  he  belonged,  and 
which  he  was  sorry  to  say  did  not  meet  with 
much  favor  nowadays,  denominating  them- 
selves the  State-rights  party,  bat  who  were 
Stigmatized  with  the  mad  dog  mune  of 
nimifierB.  How,  it  fa^pened  that  the  oom- 
mittee coiudsted  (rf  two  members  from  each  of 
these  three  parties.  No  one  party  ooold  do 
any  thing  in  the  onnmittee  witbont  drawing 
i^d  from  one  of  the  others ;  yet  there  was  a 
oonourrence  of  Uie  wh(de  of  the  committee  in 
the  report  and  bills,  with  but  one  angle  excep- 
tion, and  that  was  with  regard  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution. 

ICr.  Bhbplst  said :  It  is  not  my  purpose, 
nor  do  I  intend,  to  enter  into  an  elaborate 
argument  upon  tjiis  biU ;  but  I  do  intend  to 
assign  a  reason  or  two  why  the  bill,  in  my 
judgment,  if  it  could  be  carried  into  effect, 
would  be  productive  of  much  misohie^  and  of 
no  good.  It  proposes  to  reped  the  lav  which 
limts  tiie  tenure  ot  oertun  offices  to  four 
years ;  and  to  reqnire  the  Freddent,  upon  the 
removal  of  an  officer,  when  he  nominates  a 
snccessor,  to  assign  his  reasons  to  the  Senate 
for  such  removal.  What,  then,  is  to  be  the 
practical  operation  of  the  billl  It  will  pre- 
vent the  termination  of  official  life  by  the 
operation  of  law.  When  an  individnal  obtains 
office,  he  will  continue  to  hold  it  until  depriv- 
ed of  it  by  deatii,  unless  the  President  re- 
moves him.  But  the  President  is  not  to  re- 
move him  without  assigning  his  reasons  to  the 
Senate ;  and  there  is  no  otgeot  in  having  the 
reasons  assigned,  unless  those  reasons  are  to  be 
examined,  and  thdr  sofBcdenqy  decided  upon 
by  the  Senate,  as  well  as  by  the  whole  people. 
The  President,  therefore,  must  not  only  be 
able  to  assign  satisfactory  reasons,  but  he  must 
be  enabled  to  establish,  by  satisfactory  proof^ 
every  fact  npou  which  those  reasons  are  found- 
ed. If  he  does  not  do  this,  he  may  be  con- 
demned in  the  judgment  of  others,  however 
good  those  reasons  may  be  in  his  own  mind, 
and  however  well  proved  may  be  the  facts  in 
his  own  judgment.  The  praotioal  result,  then, 
must  be.  that  the  President  cannot  remove 
from  office  until  misconduct  or  corruption 
ahall  not  oalr  be  made  to  wpear  satid'iwjtorily 
to  him  to  eust,  bnt  it  mnstw  so  satisfsotorily 
proved  as  to  establish  the  &ct  to  the  satia&o- 
tloa  of  the  Senate.  The  reasons^  then,  most  be 


as  satisfactory  and  as  well  estal^died  uif  o 
impeachment  of  the  officer  was  to  be  bronf^t 
forward  by  the  House,  uid  tried  and  decided 
in  this  body.  It  wonld  readily  be  pentiTtd 
tiiat,  if  such  was  to  be  the  practical  vfm&t 
of  tiie  proposed  bill,  it  vvtually  nude 
tenure  of  c^Boe  a  tenure  during  good  be- 
havior, which  is  the  same  as  dunog  Eft, 
unless  misoondnot  is  proved.  This  IkD,  Ha, 
really  propmes  a  practical  change  of  dw  nodi 
of  holmng  office  under  this  (3ovuiimeDt,  a  tt 
all  the  officers  bat  the  judicial  officers;  mi 
gives  the  same  security  to  all  othen  u  toiln 
judicial  officers,  except  that  the  judicial  offien 
will  hold  their  offices  by  vlrtoe  of  the  eoDiiia- 
tional  provision,  while  the  crihen  bddtben 
by  virtue  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Cut  said  that  he  had  intended  to  mib 
a  few  remarks;  but,  aa  it  was  late  in  tbtdn. 
and  as  this  waa  Satnrdaj  evening,  lie 
postpone  what  he  dedred  to  aa>7  to  mAe 
time.   He  begged  leave,  howcfro',  to  ^ 
out  rather  for  the  infbrmat«Hi  of  the  Sott 
and  the  committee,  than  to  force  adisemsun.' 
amendment  whidk  he  proposed  as  a 
for  the  second  section,  which  amendmatoi 
entirely  in  effect  what  he  had  snbmitied  l« 
session,  in  the  form  of  Testations.  Tlie  mm 
ment  went  a  little  farther  than  Uie  t»w 
section  as  it  now  stood ;  but  tiiat  sectioi  ^ 
volved  the  principle  of  the  amendmeit  w 
h<^>ed  the  ^nator  in  his  eye  woold  eotae  «J 
on  this  question,  and  let  it  be  seeaif  AotM 
any  one  on  this  floor  who  would  rise  and  tfifl 
that  the  Presideat  had  the  power,  Titliont 
ground,  even  ot  otmstitational  hnpUutiM 
remove  firom  office;  that  the  stream  oooUetf 
without  the  spring.   If  the  Freddenttudw 
power,  then  the  constitution  was  not  iroiui  i 
sons.   The  friends  of  the  administration  s«b» 
to  be  rather  shy  about  the  constitation, 
one  who  said  that  he  would  not  touch  it 
it  because  the  subject  was  above  hi* 
Hot  80.   That  gentieman  had  already  ^ 
evidence  that  he  possessed  the  ability. 
find  no  constitutional  fbundation  for  tk  ot^ 
tion  of  this  power?  I  object 
rive  the  Preadent  a  band  of  «» J«[?JJ 
tiiousand  pendoned  offioera,  more  effiow" 
guard  than  the  Prtatorian  bands  of  Boine.  » 
fliere  be  this  power  of  removal  expre^J  ^ 
in  the  oonstitntion,  and  I  have  saaffA 
lously  to  find  it ;  if  it  be  an  inherent 
let  the  gentieman  show  us  the  fact,  tliat  il  W 
be  open  to  the  human  vision.  When  the  snq* 
shall  be  resumed  on  Monday,  I  sl"ttl  wn""*; 
in  the  hope  that  some  of  the  JJ 
administration  party  will  come  out,  ^''^jr!^ 
in  hand,  and  show  the  text  for  this  twmeirtw 
power.   He  would,  for  the  wesent, 
himself  with  laying  the  ftUoinng  txnen^ 
on  the  table :  ,  \ 

.St  t(  >rtA«r  «MctaL  That,  in  an  iitftu°^«  ^ 
ptdntment  to  office  1^  Ote  PKsdeiit,  b7  «navi» 

advloe  and  oonaent  of  Ow  Senate,  to  P'Tl'^a 
monl  Shan  be  exerdsed  wily  to  oo«»t«* 
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the  SeDate ;  and,  when  the  Senate  is  not  in  teadon, 
the  Prendeot  ma;  suniend  any  such  ofScer,  oomsiu- 
nkatiiig  his  reaaona  for  the  sogpension  during  the 
first  month  of  the  stioceediDz  session ;  and  u  the 
Smste  concur  with  him,  the  officer  ahall  be  remored ; 
but  if  it  do  not  oonoor  with  Um,  the  offloer  ahall  be 
restored  to  office. 

Mr,  BuoHAHAiT.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  Senator  from  Eratncky 
(Mr.  Out)  wpears  to  be  ^sposed  so  often  to 
pay  his  oompuments  to  imaat 

Mr.  Out.  I  had  no  allndon  to  the  Senator 
from  Pemu^lTania  when  I  referred  to  the 
leaders  of  the  administrataon  party. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  When  the  gentleman  spoke 
of  the  leaders  of  the  administration  party,  he 
looked  at  me,  and  I  understood  him  as  silncung 
to  me,  or  I  thooght  he  did. 

Mr.  GiAT.  I  aasnre  the  gentleman  I  had  no 
allndon  to  him  vhatever,  I  might  look  at 
him,  as  he  looks  at  me  sometimes ;  but  I  think 
at  the  tune  I  spoke  of  the  leaders  of  a  partica- 
lar  party,  I  was  looking  rather  to  the  Senator 
from  Kew  York  ^Ir.  Wbiqht)  than  to  him. 

Mr.  Buchanan.  Withont  going  fiuther  Into 
the  ^nettim  of  vho  the  gentleman  referred  to 
in  hiB  remarks,  I  vill  simply  state  that,  when- 
ever he  thinks  proper  to  take  np  the  snl^ect, 
and  attempt  to  prove  that  the  practice  under 
whioh  this  Government  has  nourished,  and 
which  was  sostidned  by  Madison,  is  not  found- 
ed in  reason  and  justioe,  is  not  necessary  for 
the  proper  administration  of  the  Government, 
and  is  not  consistent  with  the  oonatitntion,  then 
I  will  be  ready  to  meet  him. 

Mr.  Clat.  We  shall  meet,  then,  at  ^flippi. 


HoNDAT,  February  16.' 
Diitriet  Columbia — Penal  CotU. 
The  bin  to  authorize  the  adoption  of  the 
penal  code  prepared  for  the  Distziot  of  Oolnm- 
bia  was  then  token  np  as  in  Oomndttee  <Nf  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Ttleb  stated  that,  two  years  ago,  the 
code  to  which  this  bill  referred  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  Congress.  It  was  almost  inconceiv- 
able the  Dtter  confouon  of  the  laws  of  this 
District.  The  cession  of  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia was  made  above  thirty  years  ago,  when  it 
came  into  the  hands  of  uie  General  Govern- 
ment, with  the  laws  (tf  the  States  from  whioh 
it  had  been  detached.  Whatever  had  been 
the  snbseqnent  modifioationa  in  the  kira  of 
these  Statesj  they  were  refused  to  the  people 
of  this  District.  He  ahonld  be  too  prolix  were 
he  to  go  into  an  ennmeration  of  all  these  laws. 
Some  of  them  had  been  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury in  operation;  whil»  others,  which  had 
reference  to  a  particular  class  of  the  com- 
munity, and  which  would  make  a  Christian 
man  blosh,  bad  been  suffered  to  sleep  from 
motives  of  humanity.  These,  it  was  true,  were 
dormant,  but  they  might  be  resorted  to.  These 
were  laws  in  reference  to  that  olaaa  of  the 
popolatioa  to  wUoh  faia  own  otjeotinis  wwa 


[Sbusb. 

as  strong  as  those  of  any  individual  whetiier  a 
resident  of  the  north  or  the  south  bank  of  the 
Potomac.  He  had  a  decided  objection  to  the 
District  of  Colnmbia  being  made  a  riave  mart, 
a  depot  for  the  slaves  brought  from  the  two 
neight>oring  States,  This  code  went  to  reform 
that  part  m  the  system  of  laws  under  whioh 
the  Dirtrict  had  beoi  made  a  depot  for  these 
slaves,  and  abolishes  this  practice. 

The  punishments  to  which  the  black  popu- 
lation had  been  snlfjected,  were,  in  no  degree, 
to  be  justified,  lliere  were  great  ameUorations 
of  the  law  in  that  respect. 

In  reference  to  the  judicial  system  of  the 
District,  nothing  oonld  be  in  a  worse  condition 
than  that  in  which  it  was  found  to  be  by  the 
committee.  Time  would  not  permit  a  fhll  de- 
velopment of  its  evils,  but  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  injuries  it  had  inflicted  on  the  people 
of  the  District  were  sufficient  to  break  down 
the  energies  of  tlie  people  of  any  State  in  the 
Union,  The  system  as  to  the  magistracy  was 
such  as  would  be  a  curse  on  any  people.  In 
passing  through  the  streets,  you  were  struck 
with  the  notices  plaoed  oonamonoualy  over  the 
doors,  "MafftBtAite*s  QflSce,"  a  notice  which 
sounded  in  nis  ears  very  much  like  "  Justioe 
bought  and  sold  here."  At  these  ofiBoes  the 
laws  were  administered  by  ringle  justices. 
Armies  of  constables  were  affiliated  by  these 
justices ;  and  the  justice  favored  the  constable, 
and  the  constable  favored  the  justice :  for  in 
proportion  to  the  multitude  of  suits,  were  the 
profits  increased,  both  of  the  justice  and  the 
constable.  And  where  the  system  was  such  as 
to  make  die  justice  dependent  upon  his  fees  for 
his  subsistence,  the  effect  was  to  make  the 
offltHal  preserver  oi  peao&  in  effisct,  a  peaoe 
disturbs — a  promoter  ot  disoord  and  ill-feeling 
among  the  community.  He  desired  it  to  be 
understood  that,  in  these  remarks,  he  did  not 
speak  of  any  individual,  bat  of  the  system. 

It  was  proposed  to  modify  the  prevailing 
system  so  as  to  save  to  the  people  of  this  Di^ 
tricL  in  fees  alonCj  at  least  $40,000  per  annum. 
While  engaged  with  the  committee  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  this  subject,  he  had  heard  of  very 
great  abuses.  Nothing  was  found  to  be  a  more 
abundant  source  of  profit  than  to  get  up  suits 
of  assault  and  battery :  nothing  was  more  profit- 
able to  ma^strate,  offioera,  jurors,  and  witness- 
es. If  there  waa  a  loose  pf^ulation  about  the 
offices  of  the  justices,  they  were  alwqv  ready 
to  act  as  jurors,  and  reouve  the  compensation 
allowed  by  law.  He  had  heard  much  in  the 
form  of  accnsation  on  this  subject,  but  there 
was  nothing  which  had  com©  under  his  person- 
al observation.  Still,  if  there  was  but  a  whisper 
of  wrong.  It  was  snffioient  canse  to  press  on  the 
work  of  refonn.  The  scheme  which  bad  been 
reported  by  the  committee  would,  at  the  low- 
est estimate,  save  to  the  people  (n  the  District 
$40,000  annually  in  judicial  fees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  bill  was  then 
lud  on  the  taUe,  for  the  puz|>ose  of  taking  up 
the  qiedal  <vder  ot  the  day. 
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Executive  Patnmaffe, 

The  Senate  resumed  the  connderatlon  of  the 
bill  reported  the  Oommittee  on  EzecntiTe 
Patronage,  to  repeal  the  act  of  1620,  Umitiog 
the  terms  of  Mrrioe  of  oertafai  officers,  fto. 

Ur.  WsBftTKB  the  pnrfiBMdotiifeet<»f  this 
bill  TBB  the  redaotion  ot  ezeoDtiTO  inflnenoe 
and  patronage.  I  omunur,  aald  Ifr.  W.,  in  the 
proprietjr  of  that  object.  HaTfaig  no  wish  to 
dinumsh  or  to  control,  in  the  sUghtest  degree, 
the  oonstitational  and  legal  authority  of  the 
pre^ential  office,  I  jet  think  that  the  indirect 
and  Tsstly  increajdng  inflaenoe  which  it  poescoB 
ea,  and  which  arises  from  the  power  of  bestow- 
ing office,  and  of  taking  It  away^  agun  at  plea»- 
nre,  and  from  the  manner  In  which  that  power 
seems  now  to  be  systematioall;-  exerdaed,  is 
prodnctiTe  of  serious  evils. 

The  extent  of  the  patronage  q)riiiging  from 
this  power  of  appointment  and  TemoTU  is  ao 
great,  that  it  brings  a  dongerons  maoa  of  mlTate 
and  personal  Intwest  into  opersticm  in  oUgreat 
palwe  elections  and  nnUio  tpieations.  ijbiB  is 
5  mischief  wUdi  naa  reached,  alreadj,  an 
aluming  h^ht.  The  principle  of  repnbtican 
Grovemments,  we  are  taught,  is  pablio  Tirtne ; 
and,  whatever  tends  either  to  ooirapt  this  prin- 
ciple, to  debase  it,  or  to  weaken  its  foroe^  tends, 
in  the  same  degree,  to  the  final  overthrow  of 
each  Governments.  Oar  representative  tfstema 
suppose  that,  in  exercising  the  hifh  right  of 
saSrage,  the  greatest  of  all  politieaf  rights,  and 
in  forming  <^inioiiB  oa  great  pnblio  meanmo, 
men  will  act  consdeatioady,  nnder  the  lnflnenoe 
of  pablic  principle,  and  patriotic  dn^;  and 
that,  in  sapporting  or  t^poeiiig  men  or  meas- 
nres,  there  will  be  a  general  preralenoe  of 
honest,  intdUjerat  judgment,  and  manly  inde- 
pendence. These  preeamptiona  lie  at  the 
snmdation  of  all  hope  of  mdntdning  Govern- 
ments entirdy  popular.  Whenever  personal, 
individnal,  or  semah  motives  infloence  the  oon- 
daot  of  individnals  on  public  qnestiona,  they 
affect  the  safety  of  the  whole  system.  When 
these  motives  ran  deep  and  wide,  and  oome  in 
serioQS  conflict  with  nl^er,  porer,  and  more 
potriotio  porposes,  th^  greot^  eDoanger  that 
C^Aem ;  and  all  will  admit  thali,  if  thdr  extent 
become  generd  and  OTerwhdming,  ao  that  all 
pnUio  |ffmdple  Is  lost  dght  ot,  and  every  elec- 
tion becomes  a  mere  scramble  for  office,  the 
system  inevitably  most  f&lL  Every  wise  man, 
in  and  ont  of  Government,  will  endeavor,  there- 
fore, to  promote  the  ascendency  of  pablic  virtae 
and  pablio  principle,  and  to  restraiiL  as  &r  as 
practicable,  m  the  ai^nal  operation  <n  oar  ingti- 
tntions,  the  iiifl.iiaioe  frf  adflah  and  {vivate 
interests. 

I  concnr  with  those  who  think  that,  looking 
to  the  present,  and  looking  also  to  the  ftitore, 
and  re^u^ing  dl  the  probabilities  of  what  is 
before  ns,  as  to  the  qoaUties  which  shall  belong 
to  those  who  may  fill  the  exeootiTe  ohdr,  it  is 
impoitant  to  the  atdiillly  of  GorenmienL  and 
he  welfare  <rf  the  people^  that  then  aboud  be 


a  check  to  theprogresa  c^oflleidinfluaMiil 
patronage.  The  unlimited  power  to  gmtii 
fioe,  and  to  take  it  away,  gives  a  oonunaod  on 
the  hopes  and  fears  <^  a  vast  moltitade  of  m 
It  is  sexier  ally  trae  that  he  who  oontroli  mUe 
man^  means  <^  living  ocmtrols  his  wilL  WW 
there  are  itfon  to  be  granted,  there  are  nsniEr 
enough  to  solidt  for  uiem ;  and  when  km, 
once  granted,  may  be  withdrawn  at  ]Je«n. 
there  is  ordinarily  little  security  for  per»tt; 
independence  of  chanoter.  Tbenowerctf^' 
ing  office  thus  affieets  the  fears  of  all  who  m 
in.  and  the  hopes  of  all  who  are  ont  Tbtft 
who  are  out  endeavor  to  distingaiA  tbemselTa 
by  active  politicd  Mendship,  by  wsrni  penou 
devotion,  by  clamorous  support  of  mes  iavboii 
hands  is  the  power  of  reiwd;  while  those^ 
are  in  ordinarily  take  oare  that  othen  ^  ut 
Boiposs  them  in  such  qualities,  such  ooodv; 
as  are  most  likdy  to  seonra  &T0r.  Ibejiw^ 
not  to  be  outd<me  in  any  of  the  waksofpeti- 
sanahip.  Thecmiseqiiaioeof  allthi>b<ATOa 
A  WHnpetitiMi  ensues,  not  <^  patriotio 
not  of  rough  and  severe  t(rii  fiiwthepablieeim 
not  of  manliowH,  indepoidenfle,  and  ffs 
spirit ;  but  of  oomplaisttaoe,  of  indiacrimiBfi 
support  of  executive  meanvea,  of  pliul 
serviency,  and  grow  adulation.  AUtlirDDg& 
rash  t(M[ether  to  the  dtar  of  manvorsbip; 
there  ti^ey  oflbr  sacrifices,  and  pour  out  ii> 
tions,  till  the  thidc  fames  of  their  inoenx  m 
their  own  heads,  and  torn  also  the  head  aW 
who  is  the  object  of  their  iddotzy. 

The  existence  of  parties  in  popular  Goras^ 
menta  Is  not  to  be  avoided ;  and,  if  ,ti>^ 
formed  on  eonstitutiond  questiooa,  or  in  Ttpsi 
to  great  meosores  of  pubho  policy,  and  do^ 
ran  to  exoesnve  length,  it  may  be  admitM 
that,  on  the  whole,  thn'  do  no  gnat  tv^ 
But  the  patnmage  of  offioe^  the  pover  of 
stowing  place  emdomenta,  create  pv^ 
not  upon  any  prindplei,  or  any  measaie.  ^ 
upon  the  single  ground  of  personal  intt^ 
Under  the  direct  influence  of  tlus  motire,  uef 
form  round  a  leader,  and  they  go  for  "  the  ^ 
of  victory."  And  if  the  party  dueftito  ^ 
comes  the  national  chieftdn,  he  is  stiQ  bat  w 
apt  to  oondder  all  who  have  imposed  lun" 
enemies  to  be  poniahed,  and  aU  «l><>han»F: 
ported  him  aa  frimda  to  be  rewarded.  Bu* 
devotion  to  party,  and  to  the  head  of 
thus  take  place  of  the  sentiments  of  geoeR^ 
patriotism,  and  a  hig^  and  exdted  wne  « 
public  duty.  , 

Let  it  not  be  add,  sir,  that  the  ^soE^i* 
executive  patronage  cannot  be  great, 
persona  who  hdd  office,  or  can  hdd  offiw  "* 
BtitDte  so  small  a  portion  of  the  vbdepeop^ 

lu  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  i^"*^^*^^ 
patronage  acta  not  only  on  those  ^^j^f 
possess  office,  but  on  those  also  who  eip*"^ 
or  hope  for  it ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  «Wf 
holders,  by  their  very  dtnation,  their  paMJ 
station,  their  oouneotion  witii  the  buiinea^ 
individndfl,  thdr  aotivtty,  thdr  abiiitf  to 
or  to  hDrt^  MQwding  to  thdr  pleann;  taw 
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acgaaintanoe  urith  public  afliiiirs,  and  their  zeal 
ana  deTotion,  exercise  a  degree  of  influence  ont 
of  all  proportion  to  their  numbers. 

Sir,  we  cannot  dlsr^^ard  our  own  experience. 
Te  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  what  is  around  as 
and  upon  us.  Ko  candid  man  can  deny  that  a 
great,  a  very  great^  change  has  taken  plaoe 
within  a  few  years,  m  the  practice  of  the  exec- 
utive Government,  which  nas  produced  a  cor- 
responding change  in  our  political  condition. 
Ko  one  can  deny  that  office  of  every  kind  is 
now  sought  wiUt  extraordinary  avidity,  and 
that  the  condition,  well  understood,  to  be  at- 
tached to  every  officer,  high  or  low,  is  indisorim- 
inate  snpport  of  executive  measv^^^  im- 
plicit obedience  to  executive  will.  For  theee 
reasons,  sir,  I  am  for  arresting  the  further  prog- 
ress of  this  executive  patronage,  if  we  can 
airestit.  I  am  fin*  ata^ngtiiefiiraier  contain 
<tf  this  plague. 

Hie  bin  intipoaes  two  measnrea.  One  Is  to 
alter  the  duration  (rf  certain  <^oes,  now  limited 
absolutely  to  four  years,  so  that  the  limitation 
shall  be  qualified  or  conditional.  If  the  officer 
is  in  de&nlt,  if  his  accounts  are  not  settled,  if 
he  retains  or  mis(q>^Iiea  the  public  money,  in- 
formation is  to  be  given  thereof  and  thereupon 
his  commisnon  is  to  cease.  Bat  if  his  accounts 
are  all  r^ularly  settied,  if  he  collects  and  dis- 
bnrses  the  public  money  faithfoUy,  then  he  is 
to  remain  m  office,  unless,  from  some  other 
cause,  the  Freddent  sera  fit  to  remove  him. 
This  is  the  provision  of  the  bill.  It  applies 
only  to  oertam  enumerated  cheers  who  may  be 
oalfed  aoGOnnting  officers ;  that  is  to  say,  officers 
who  receive  and  disburse  the  public  money. 
Formerly  all  these  officers  held  their  places  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  President.  If  he  saw  no 
Just  cause  for  removing  them,  they  continued 
m  their  situations ;  no  fixed  period  bein^  as- 
rigned  for  the  expiration  of  their  commissions. 
Bat  the  act  of  1820  limited  the  commissions  of 
these  officers  to  four  years.  At  the  end  of  four 
years  they  went  out,  without  any  removal,  how- 
ever well  they  may  have  conducted,  or  however 
useful  to  the  public  their  further  continuance 
in  office  might  be.  They  might  be  nominated 
again,  or  might  not ;  but  their  oommisdooB 
expired. 

Kow.  dr,  I  freely  admit  that  oonsidfirable 
ben^t  has  arisen  from  this  law.  I  agree  that 
it  has,  in  some  instances  secured  promptitade, 
diligence,  and  a  sense  of  respondbility.  These 
were  the  benefits  which  those  who  passed  the 
law,  expected  from  it;  and  these  benefits  have, 
in  some  measure,  been  realized.  Bat  I  think 
that  this  change  in  the  tenure  of  office,  together 
with  some  g<wd,  has  brought  along  a  far  more 
than  equivaunt  amount  of  evil.  By  the  opera- 
tion of  this  law,  the  President  can  depnve  a 
man  of  office  without  taking  the  respoimbility 
of  removing  Um.  The  law  itself  vacates  the 
office,  and  gives  the  means  of  rewarding  a  friend 
without  the  exercise  of  the  power  oi  remOTal 
at  all.  Here  is  increased  power,  with  dimin* 
ii^ed  rei^iuiUli^,  Here  u  a  still  greator  de- 


[Skkate. 

pendfflice  for  the  means  of  living  on  execntlve 
favor,  and  of  course  a  new  dominicm  acquired 
over  opinion  and  over  conduct.  The  power  of 
reraoval  is,  or  at  least  formerly  was,  a  suspected 
and  odious  power.  Public  opinion  would  not 
alw^  tolerate  it ;  and  atill  leas  firequeiitly  did 
it  approve  it  Somsthing  ct  character,  some- 
thing of  the  respect  of  the  iatdligent  and  patri- 
otic part  of  the  oommimity,  was  lost  by  every 
instance  of  its  unnecessary  exercise.  This  was 
some  restraint.  But  the  law  of  1620  took  it 
all  away.  It  vacated  offices  periodically  by  its 
own  operation,  and  thus  added  to  the  power 
of  removal,  which  it  left  still  existiag  m  fuU 
force,  a  new  and  extraordinary  fEunlity  for  the 
extension  of  patronage,  infiuence,  and  &vorit- 

I  would  ask  ewy  member  of  the  Senate  if 
he  does  not  percdve,  daily,  efCbcts  which  may 
be  fairly  traced  to  tins  cause  I  Does  lie  not  see 
a  union  of  porpos^  a  devotiw  to  power,  a  oo- 
operation  in  action,  among  all  who  hold  office, 
quite  unknown  in  the  earlier  periods  of  the 
Qovemment  t  Does  he  not  behold,  every  hour, 
a  stronger  development  of  the  principles  of 
personal  attachment,  and  a  corresponding  dim- 
mntion  of  genuine  and  generous  public  feeling  ? 
Was  indisCTiminato  support  of  measures,  was 
unwavering  fealty,  was  regular  snit  and  service, 
ever  before  esteemed  saeh  important  and  essen- 
tial parts  of  official  duty  1 

Sir,  the  theory  of  our  institutions  is  pl^ ; 
it  is,  that  Government  is  an  a^noy,  created  for 
the  good  of  the  peofile ;  and  tiut  evoy  person 
in  dnoe  Is  the  agent  and  sorant  <rf  the  people. 
Offices  are  created,  not  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  are  to  fill  thexn,  but  for  the  public  conven- 
ience; and  thej*oiwit  to  be  no  more  in  num- 
ber, nor  should  lugher  salaries  be  attached  to 
them,  than  the  public  service  requires.  This  is 
the  theory.  But  the  difficulty,  in  practice,  is 
to  prevent  a  direct  reversal  of  all  thu ;  to  pre- 
vent public  officM  from  being  conmderea  as 
inten^d  for  the  use  and  emolument  of  those 
who  can  obtain  them.  There  is  a  headlong 
tendency  to  this,  and  it  is  necessary  to  restnun 
it  by  wue  and  effective  le^sUtion.  There  is 
still  another,  and  perhaps  a  greatly  more  mis- 
ohierons  resiilt  fema  extensive  patronage  in  the 
hands  <tS  a  dn^^e  magietrate,  and  to  which  I 
have  alrea^  incidentally  alluded.  And  that 
that  men  in  c^ce  have  begun  to  think  them- 
ves  mere  agentA  and  servants  of  the  appoint- 
ing power,  and  not  agents  of  the  Government 
or  the  country.  It  is,  in  an  especial  maimer, 
important,  if  it  be  practicable,  to  apply  some 
corrective  to  this  kind  of  feeling  and  opinion. 
It  is  necessary  to  bring  back  public  officers  to 
the  conviction  that  thepr  belong  to  the  country, 
and  not  to  any  administration,  nor  to  any  one 
man. 

The  am^  is  the  azmy  ot  the  ooanti7 ;  the 
navy  is  the  navy  of  the  eonntry ;  nduer  of 

I them  is  dther  the  mere  instrument  of  the  ad- 
ministration for  the  time  being,  or  of  him  who 
is  at  the  bead  of  it  The  Post  Offioe,  the  Land 
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OfBce,  the  Oastom-hoose,  are,  in  like  maimer, 
institations  of  the  ooimtT7,  eetablished  for  the 
good  of  tlie  people ;  and  it  tokj  well  alarm  the 
lovers  of  free  inatitntiona,  when  all  the  o£9ceB 
in  these  several  departments  are  spoken  o^  in 
high  places,  as  being  but  *'  spoils  of  victory," 
to  be  emojed  bj  those  who  are  successfol  in  a 
contest,  m  which  they  profess  Uiis  grasping  of 
the  spoils  to  have  been  the  olject  of  toeir  ef- 
forts. 

Thia  put  of  tlie  UII,  fherefore,  dr,  is  a  sab- 
Jeot  fbr  fidr  oomparison.  We  have  gained 
something,  doubtless,  by  liwiiting  the  commis- 
nons  of  uese  officers  to  fonr  years.  Bat  have 
we  gained  as  much  as  we  have  lostf  And  may 
not  tiie  good  be  preserved,  and  the  evil  still 
avoided  ?  Is  it  cot  enongn  to  say,  that  i^  at 
the  end  of  fonr  years,  moneys  are  retained,  ac- 
counts unsettled,  or  ot^er  dnties  nsperfiirmed, 
the  office  shall  be  held  to  be  vacated,  without 
any  positive  act  of  removal ! 

For  one,  I  think  the  balance  of  advantage  is 
decidedly  in  favor  of  the  present  bill.  I  t£ink 
it  will  make  men  more  dependent  upon  tiieir 
own  good  condnct,  and  less  dependent  on  the 
win  others.  I  believe  it  will  eanse  tbem  to 
regard  their  eoontey  more,  thdr  own  duty  more, 
and  Uie  favor  of  individnsJs  less.  I  think  it  wiU 
oontribnte  to  offidal  respectability,  to  freedom 
of  opinion,  to  iadepoidence  of  character ;  and  I 
thiok  it  will  teod,  m  no  small  degree,  to  prevent 
the  mixture  of  semsh  and  personal  moUves  with 
the  exercise  of  high  political  daties.  It  will 
promote  trae  ana  gentdoe  republicanism,  by 
causing  the  opinion  of  the  people,  respecting  the 
measures  of  Goveniment  and  the  men  in  Govern- 
ment, to  be  formed  and  expressed  without  fear 
or  fkvor,  and  witii  a  more  entire  regard  to 
thdr  bue  and  real  merits  or  demerits.  It  will 
be,  so  ftr  as  its  eflbots  readi,  an  anxiUary  to 
patriotism  and  public  virtue,  in  thdr  wa^bre 
against  selfisboess  and  cupidity. 

The  second  check  on  executive  patronage^ 
contained  in  this  bill,  is  of  still  greater  impor- 
tance than  the  first.  This  provision  is,  tnat, 
whenever  the  Precddent  removes  any  of  tiiese 
officers  from  office,  he  shall  state  to  tiie  Senate 
the  reasons  for  such  removal. ' 

This  part  of  the  bill  has  been  opposed,  both 
on  constitutional  gronnds,  and  on  groonds  of 
expediency. 

The  bill,  it  ia  to  be  observed,  expresdy  recog- 
nizes and  admits  the  actual  existence  of  the 
power  of  removal  I  do  not  mean  to  deny,  and 
the  biU  does  not  deny,  that,  at  the  present  mo* 
ment,  the  Prertdent  mi^  remove  these  offioers 
at  will,  beoaose  the  early  dednm  adopted  that 
construction,  and  the  laws  have  since,  uniform- 
ly, sanctioned  it. 

The  law  of  1820,  intended  to  be  repealed  by 
this  bill,  expressly  affirms  the  power.  I  con- 
sider it,  therefore,  a  settled  point;  settled  by 
construction,  settled  by  precedent,  settled  by 
the  practice  of  the  Government,  and  settled  by 
statute.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  very  willing 
to  say  tiut|  after  ccmndering  the  question  again 


and  again,  within  the  lost  nx  yean,  iaiif 
liberate  judgment,  the  originsl  dedsoa  la 
wrong.  I  cannot  bat  titink  that  thost  vht 
deiued  the  power,  in  1789,  bod  the  best  of  tbe 
argmnent ;  and  yet,  I  will  not  si^  that  I  bar 
myself  so  thoroughly  as  to  affirm  that  this  opi- 
ion  may  not  have  been  produced,  in  torn  mcs- 
ure,  by  that  abuse  of  the  power  whidi  his  bta 
paadcg  before  our  eyes  for  several  yetn.  Itn 
poBsible,  that  this  exp«ienoe  of  tLe  enl  a? 
have  affiMted  my  view  the  coutitatiMil 
ai^ument.  It  ^>pean  to  howenr,  tfr 
thorongh,  and  r^ieatedf  and  oonsdoitiDua- 
aminanon,  that  an  erroneous  intnpirtitiii 
was  ^ven  to  the  oonstitntaon,  in  tliii 
by  the  decision  of  ^e  first  Ooufpesi 

Ur.  President,  without  pnrsniiig  the  disni- 
sion  further,  I  will  detain  the  Senate  011I7  f liBe 
I  recapitulate  the  (minions  which  I  faave 
ed ;  because  I  am  far  let<e  denrous  of  vS/ss? 
ing  the  Judgment  of  othera,  than  of  mtkiif 
dear  the  grounds  of  my  own  Judgment 

I  think,  then,  nr,  that  the  power  of 
inent  naturaUy  and  necessarily  inclnui  ^ 
power  of  removal,  where  no  limitation  i>a- 
massed,  nor  any  tenure  but  that  at  will  dedt^^ 
The  power  of  iqipointment  bong  confemds 
the  Pnndent  ud  S«iate,  I  think  the  povff 
removal  went  along  with  it,  and  ^tnld  btn 
been  re^irded  as  a  part  of  it,  and  exercised^ 
the  same  hands.  1  think,  oonseaTieitt;,  ^ 
the  deduon  of  1789,  wfaidi  impUed  spoinril 
removal  separate  firam  the  appcdntiott  po** 
was  erroneous. 

But  I  think  the  dedaon  of  1789  hsUa 
established  by  practice,  and  reoogniiedbjn> 
sequent  laws,  as  the  settled  oonstmctiMK^t^ 
oonatitutiou ;  and  that  it  is  our  dn^tfK*^ 
the  case  accordingly,  for  the  present,  riasii 
admitting  that  Ocmgress  may  not  faerBifttt.  c 
neoeasitT  shall  req^  it  reveise  the  deei^ 
of  1789.  I  think  the  Lsgfadatore  poaK»a  Ci 
power  of  r^nloling  the  condition,  diuso* 
qualification,  and  tenure  of  office,  in  u  c*!^ 
where  the  constitution  has  made  no 
provision  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  it  iacom^ 

for  Oongrees  to  dedare  by  law,  as  one  qosl^ 
tion  of  3ie  tenure  of  office,  that  the  incmoW 
shall  remain  in  place  till  the  Freadentuu 
remove  him,  for  reasons  to  be  stated  toW 
Senate.  And  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  qusj* 
tion,  mild  and  gentle  as  it  is,  will  ban  xn 
effect  in  arresting  the  evils  which  bewt  tWjP 
reas  of  the  Government,  and  serioosly  thrH" 
its  ftitore  prospetity.  . 

These  are  tiie  reasons  for  wblob  I 
support  to  this  bilL  ^ 

Ifc.  "Wmght  sud  he  had  hoped  thatwmetj 
of  the  individuals  who  had  been  so  mfoit^ 
called  upon  by  the  honorable  Senator  ir» 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  on  a  former  day.  »rj 
leaders  of  the  administration  par^,  woaJfltf" 
come  forward  in  the  debate  then  pending.  >» 
thus  have  saved  him  the  trouble  of 
the  Senate.  Bat,  osno  8aohindiTidii>lai)F>^ 
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ed,  and  as  the  bill  was  about  to  be  reported,  be 
felt  iKiand  to  give  bis  humble  vMoe  agaiiut  it, 
before  it  proceeded  farther. 

His  object  was  to  repel  an  implication  which 
might  attend  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  for 
that  pnnwae  to  rwar  to  mch  particms  of  the 
rnxni  of  the  oommittee  as  qipeared  to  him  to 
relate  to  tiie  provisiona  of  the  bill  itself  and  the 
considerations  involTed  in  the  legislation  pro- 
posed. He  did  not  intend  to  notice,  npon  this 
occasion,  adj  other  pvts  (tf  the  report  than 
those  which  treated  of  the  patronage  of  the 
Execative,  growing  ont  of  his  connection  with, 
and  influence  orer,  persons  de^ndent  npon,  and 
receiving  their  sapport  from,  the  GoTemment. 
The  bill  noder  consideration  was  all  the  legisla- 
tion proposed  hj  the  committee,  In  reference  to 
this  part  of  the  ezecntiTe  patronage ;  and  he 
must  sappose  that  so  mnoh  of  the  report  as  dis- 
onssed  this  point  was  the  Intimate  subject  of 
conmient  In  connection  wltii  the  InlL 

"ib,  W.  said  he  must  be  permitted  to  reroarl:, 
before  he  proceeded,  that  he  had  been  whollj 
unable  to  leel  or  discover  the  necessity  for  the 
sombre  aud  alarming  picture  of  danger  to  our 
happ7  form  of  Govemment  which  the  commit- 
tee had  thought  it  their  duty  to  present.  He 
oould  not  feel  that  the  safety  or  perpetuity  of 
our  institntioDS  was  peculiarly  uireatened  at 
the  present,  more  than  at  any  former  period  of 
our  history.  On  the  contra^,  he  had  sapposed 
he  could  Justly  felicitate  the  Senate  ana  the 
country  upon  the  &ct,  which  he  had  expected 
would  UTe  been  adndtted  by  all,  that  our  con- 
dition was  rapidly  improving.  No  man  in 
these  seats  baa  foi^tten  the  picture  drawn  to 
our  imaginatioM  twelve  months  since ;  apictore 
vhieh  not  only  shocked  us,  but  shocked  this 
whole  widely-extended  coontiy  to  a  degree 
never  before  witnessed  in  the  period  of  his 
recollection.  Then,  however,  executive  patron- 
age was  not  the  danger,  but  executive  usurpa- 
tion. The  sword  and  tne  purse  of  the  nation 
were  in  ooe  hand,  and  our  hberties  were  about 
to  be  cloven  down.  The  fractured  and  broken 
pillars  of  the  constitution  were  scattered  before 
ns,  to  display  the  ruin  whidi  had  been  made, 
and  to  warn  as  of  the  danger  which  impended. 

That  time  and  that  danger  had  gone  oy.  A 
diatinet  liaiie  waa  fiwmed  md  mbnutted  to  the 
Bober  and  intelligent  Bense  tlw  American 
people,  and  their  dedrion  had  put  an  end  to  the 
agitation.  Executive  patronage  was  then  a 
consideration  too  trifling  to  have  a  place  in  the 
leading  disonsdons.  Some  mention  of  an  army 
of  for^  thonsand  ofllce-holders  might  have  been 
made,  but  they  were  incidental  and  unimportant 
Usurpation  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  tjr- 
ftony  and  despotism  were  upon  us.  Mr.  W. 
said  he  supposed  he  might  congratulate  every 
patriot  and  lover  of  his  country  that  this  great 
danger  had  been  passed,  and  its  hontUe  evils 
averted,  by  the  single  and  silent  operation  of  an 
election ;  and  he  had  hoped  that  increased  con- 
fidence in  the  itCafyand  dnrabUityof  oar  Insti- 
tationa  voold  have  fidloiFed  ttiis  gratifying 


experience.  How  different  was  the  fact  I  He 
now  fotind,  in  the  report  of  the  committee  be- 
fore him,  abundant  evidence — if  thesad  ima^n- 
ings  of  the  committee  were  facts — ^that  we 
were  much  nearer  final  ruin  tiiau  at  the  period 
to  whhih  he  bad  alluded.  How,  nsnrpations  by 
the  Ezeontive  had  oeaaed  to  be  daiueronB,  but 
the  great  utnmage  in  the  hands  oT  the  Presi- 
dent was  fitst  driving  thia  fine  ahlp  of  state 
upon  the  ro(^  and  imminently  threatening  the 
only  free  Government  in  the  WOTld  with  ntter 
and  irretrievable  ruin. 

Under  this  renewed  attempt  to  excite  alarm 
and  apprehension  in  the  minds  of 'the  peaceful 
citizens  of  the  country,  he  felt  it  to  be  his 
imperative  duty  to  proclaim  an  entire  absence 
of  the  threatened  dangers.  The  country  waa 
sound,  and  healtbfiil,  and  prosperous,  and 
hiq>py,  and  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  was 
not  to  corrupt  its  morals,  endanger  its  peace,  or 
deatn^  ita  liberties.  The  mistake  of  the  com- 
mittee had  proceeded  from  the  assumption  of 
premises  wholly  erroneous,  and  the  consequent 
deduction  of  unfounded  conclusions. 

"Mi.  W.  said  he  would  proceed  to  show  thii 
hj  a  partial  analysis  of  their  principal  fact,  and 
by  an  exposition  of  the  fallacious  conclusions 
drawn  from  it.  Tliey  state  that  the  number  of 
persons  dependent  upon  the  Government  for 
support  is  one  hundrad  thousand  and  seventy- 
nine,  and  they  assume  that  all  such  p^^iona  are 
"supple  instruments  of  power."  This  great 
number  of  persons,  thus  exhibited  and  thus 
diaracterized,  was  calculated  to  startle  the 
ndnd.  It  had  shocked  him  when  he  first  heard 
the  report  read  at  the  Secretary's  table.  He 
had  heard  maxsh  said,  during  the  last  year,  both 
at  home  and  h^re,  by  the  opponents  of  the 
adnunistration,  of  the  danger  to  the  country 
from  an  army  of  forty  thousand  office-holders, 
but  his  fears  had  not  been  excited,  and  he  had 
never  attempted  to  examine  the  composition  of 
the  corps.  When,  however,  he  found  the 
number  swelled  by  the  report  of  the  committee 
to  more  than  one  hundred  thousand,  he  felt 
impelled  to  inqture  who  were  these  hundred 
thonsand  men  paid  by  this  free  Government 
that  tiiey  mi^t  wield  public  opinion  to  ita 
deatroetion.  He  had  made  the  inqniry,  and  to 
exhiHt  the  resolts  to  the  Senate  and  ue  coun- 
try, and  thus  to  repel  the  alarming  Implioation 
of  danger  to  onr  institatione  which  mlimt  other- 
wise ^sefrtnn  our  action  upon  this  bin,  was  the 
principal  olgject  he  had  hi  view  npon  the  present 
occation. 

First,  then,  he  found  the  whole  army,  officers, 
soldiers,  waiters,  and  dependants,  included  in 
the  list.  And  are  the  soldiers  of  onr  littie  army, 
«ud  Mr.  W.,  to  be  held  up-to  the  country  as  a 
body  of  men  wielding  its  public  opinion,  and 
directing  it  to  the  deatmotion  of  our  institu- 
tionst  Ae9  Uiey  to  be  pointed  at  as  objects 
of  jMdonsy  and  apprehension  t  Where  are  tiiey, 
Mr.  Freddoit  t  Almost  the  whole  body  of  them 
pushed  beyond  the  line  itfaettlement  upon  yonr 
frontier,  and  there  atatinted,  the  companions  of 


Digitized  by 


60S 


ABBIDOMENT  07  THB 


Sekatb.] 


the  wild  Indian  only,  to  defend  yonr  citizens 
from  the  tomaliawk  and  scalping  knife.  Are 
they,  thns  located,  the  body  of  men  who  are 
to  bring  this  happy  Government  to  a  speedy 
termination  f  No,  sir,  they  will  defend  it  with 
their  lives,  bat  never  will  endanger  it  by  their 
inflaence  over  pablio  opinion.  The  officers  of 
the  army  are  also  embraced  in  this  class.  They, 
sir,  are  office-holders,  bat  are  they  formidable 
to  the  country  ?  Are  those  brave  men  who 
bore  the  arms  of  the  ooontry,  dnriag  the  late 
war.  against  the  moat  Ibimldable  enemy  In  the 
world,  and  bore  them  Bnceessfally,  trinmphantly, 
Tiotononaly,  are  iixej  to  destroy  this  GoTem- 
mentt  Are  they  to  be  gaarded  agaoist  as 
"  sapple  instroments  of  power,'*  as  "  sabserrient 
partisans,  ready  for  every  service,  however  base 
ud  ootraptf "  Ur.  K^dent  said  Mr.  W.. 
^ey  merit  not  the  sentence.  Where  are  they  ? 
Shnt  ap  In  yoar  fortifications  and  militer7post;& 
performing  their  dnll  and  nninteresting  roand 
of  official  daty,  or  ordered  beyond  yonr  frontier 
and  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  civuized  society, 
to  protect  their  fellow-citizena  from  rapine  and 
plander.  Tbw  sitaated,  are  they  to  be  held 
vp  toiuBBOl^ectsof  alarm?  Are onr  Jealousies 
to  be  directed  against  them,  tm  the  parsons 
lilcdy  to  work  oat  the  fiiU  niin  of  thdr  oonntiy  > 
ffir,  the  committee  have  made  an  egrerions 
mistake  as  to  these  brave  and  patriotic  officers. 
They  will  not  destroy,  bat  defend  the  Bepablic 
Who  has  seen  them  mingling  improperly  in  the 
political  strifes  of  the  day,  or  attempting  nndnly 
to  infinence  pnblic  opinion?  Mr.  W.  siud  he 
bad  never  witnessed  snch  an  instance  of  im- 
proper condact  in  an  officer  of  the  army,  and 
he  was  yet  to  learn  that  snch  instances  had 
been  witnessed  by  others.  Bat  another  large 
ennmeration  at  citizens  tided  to  complete  tins 
dividon  of  tiie  dangerous  corps  of  more  than 
one  hundred  Hionsand.  All  the  contractors, 
workmen,  and  laboren,  npon  onr  pnbllo  works 
in  the  charge  of  the  war  Department,  snoh  as 
fortifications,  livers,  canalsj  roads,  harbors,  and 
all  the  other  works  of  a  similar  description  in 
oonstrnotion  at  the  expense  of  the  Qovemment, 
were  connted  to  make  np  this  formidable  num- 
ber of  *'  sapple  biBtraments  of  power."  Yes, 
Ur.  President,  stid  Mr,  W.,  the  hnmble  carrier 
of  the  hod  apon  one  of  yonr  batteries,  who  toils 
on  for  his  daily  allowance  of  a  few  shillings, 
nnconscions  of  his  agency,  is  one  of  the  nnmwr 
of  individnals  whom  tbe  committee  sappose 
mato-ial  and  dangerona  agents  in  the  work  of 
rain  to  &e  most  tree  and  happy  Government 
upom  the  eartiL  Eaoh  laborer  thla  descrip- 
tion is  held  to  be  a  "sapple  instmment  of 
poweri^asabservientpartiaan,  "ready  for  every 
service,  however  base  and  corrapt."  Sir,  tell 
this  to  the  raeat  body  oi  the  yeomanry  of  this 
country,  and  what  will  they  say  of  this  danger  t 
They  will  smile  at  the  credolity  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  say  they  are  mistaken  in  their  appro- 
bensions.  This  doses  the  first  class  of  the 
great  catalogue,  connating  of  sixteen  thousand 
aeren  hundred  and  twenty-two  IndividiudB, 


2d.  Hr.  W.  stid  he  found  the  whole  un, 
including  the  marine  corps,  andcomprehen^ii 
altogether  eight  thousand  seven  handled  ud 
eighty-foor  individuals.  Here^aguu,waaid» 
of  men  whom  he  had  not  been  taught  to  con- 
sider "  supple  instruments  of  power,**  "  sabsa- 
vient  partisans,  ready  for  every  service,  bor- 
ever  base  and  corrupt."  Bir,  sud  he^  iretU 
gallant  tars  who  bear  ^e  flag  of  oar  conntiT 
proad^  and  triamphaatly  upon  every  se*,  td 
to  every  comer  oi  the  i^obek  the  mere  "aqfilt 
instruments  of  power f"  Are  die  brave  nl 
fearless  officers  who  command  1hem*'iBlE» 
vient  partisans,  ready  for  every  aenvn,  bor- 
ever  base  and  corrapt  V  Is  sudi  the  mnaa 
of  tiie  officers  of  the  American  nav;,  ud  ve 
they,  at  this  moment,  to  be  tiius  cbanctoitd 
to  tiie  American  people,  and  to  tiie  voridi 
No^  stod  Mr.  W.,  by  me.  They  deserre  M 
the  diaracter,  in  my  Judgment,  and  the;  iai 
not  receive  it  with  my  assent.  DoesanTma 
beUeve,  does  the  honorable  cmnmittee  belief 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  moderate  tasfs^ 
tion  which  these  brave  and  high-minded  vi 
patriotic  citizeoa  reoeive  for  the  derotifoi^ 
their  Urea  to  the  pablie  sorio^  th^  sre  pnai- 
tnted  to  the  executive  wilL  and  read^  todob 
%iddii^  to  the  iqjnry  and  desfamobon  of » 
liberties  <tf  thdr  oounby  ?  Do  they  ht&mvt 
no  higher  and  purer  motive  than  sabfierriacf 
to  executive  power  has  led  tiiem  <ai  to  the 
achievements  they  have  accomplished )  If  s» 
be  the  opinions  of  tiie  committee,  they  do  tiit 
officers  and  seamen  of  onr  gallaot  nsTj 
injustice.  It  is  against  the  enemies  of  ^ 
country,  not  against  tlieir  country,  thti  t^? 
war,  and  war  snooessfaUy ;  and  loog, 
the  liberties  of  our  happy  Republic  be  i«sff«J 
if  they  are  only  to  meet  their  destmctionwa 
tbe  hands  of  the  American  navy.  Bnt,ar,  w 
dasB  is  not  wlu^oompoaedofthe  offieer^w 
saflors,  and  soiaiens  attaohed  to  theuvsj 
marine  corps.  Svwy  person  wnployed  iniu 
about  yonr  navy  ywos  and  ship  J*'^,'?? 
dndedintheennmtfstion.  The  humble  iwi^ 
ual  who  rolls  the  whedbsrrow  and  haodJesai 
cart,  or  drives  the  oxen,  at  these 
mamified  into  a  man  dangerona  to  onr  libeiw 
holding  a  fearfal  control  over  pnUic  o^!^^ 
"  sapple  instrument  of  power,''  ''r^t^S^ 
service,  however  base  and  comuit. 
dangers,  said  Mr.  W.,  will  never  destrqru" 
Bepablic. 

8d.  The  whole  roll  of  revolutionary 
ers,  thirty-eight  thousand  d^t  hnndred  w 
thirty-six  in  number.  This  oiass,  Mr. 
surprised  hfm  mnoh  more  tiian  the  tenan- 
The  departing  shades  of  the  revolntionai7>^ 
were  presented  to  us  as  about  to Ij^wil^r 
instruments  in  the  destruction  of  onr  IiW^ 
Those  venerable  men,  whose  earliest,  and  gn^ 
est,  and  richest  efforts  had  been  devoted  to 
erection  of  this  beautiful  and  noWetempis 
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overthrow  the  fabric  cemeoted  with  their  yonth- 
M  blood,  and  to  draw  its  mightj  rains  down 
QpoD  their  own  beads  at  the  last  moment  of 
their  eartbljr  existence.  Would  it  be  believed 
that  this  remnant  of  a  noble  race  had  been  thns 
cormpted  by  sacb  a  bonnty  ?  No,  sud  Mr.  W,, 
they  deserve  not  snch  a  Judinnent  at  onr  bands. 
Bat,  InstrtmientB  of  tue  Executive  I  Howt 
'Vhat  has  the  i^eontive  to  do  trith  l^e  pay- 
ment of  pensioners  t  They  darive  thdr  claims 
from  the  aotsof  OoDgre68,not  from  the  win  and 
pleasare  of  the  ExecoUve;  and  If  they-m^e 
the  proof  requisite,  the  right  Is  perfect.  The 
President  can  neither  place  them  upon  the  roll 
without  the  proof,  nor  debar  them  from  it  when 
the  proof  Is  made.  His  only  interference  with 
the  sabject  is  his  approbation  of  the  laws,  as  be 
approves  other  laws  passed  by  Congress.  As 
w^,  therefore,  might  all  tiie  private  claimants, 
for  whose  benefit  laws  have  been  passed,  be 
hnnted  from  the  statute  books  and  added  to  the 
list  of  "  supple  iastnunents  of  power,"  as  these 
venerable  puirioners  of  the  BevolDtion. 

4th.  Hr.  W.  said  he  now  oame  to  ft  daas 
of  offloe-hcMers  and  "snpple  inatmmenta  of 
power,"  not  less  extraordmuy  thwi  any  of  tiie 
former.  It  consisted  of  all  the  deputy  post- 
masters thronghont  the  country,  alt  the  mail 
contractors,  mail  carriers,  stage  drivers,  and  all 
others  employed  in  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  of  the  United  States.   The  number  was 

fWenin  the  report  at  thirty-one  thousand  eight 
nndred  and  thirty-seven  individufds.  Here 
was  a  class  of  men,  with  several  of  whom  every 
citizen  of  the  country  must  be  personally  ac- 
quainted. He  appealed,  then,  fearlessly,  and 
confidently,  to  the  people  of  the  comitry,  for  the 
degree  of  danser  to  pnblio  Uberty  to  be  ^pre- 
hended  from  this  class  of  dependants  npon  the 
public  patronage.  Who  did  not  know  that  the 
postmasters  and  mail  contractors  of  the  country 
were  of  all  parties  in  politics,  and  of  every 
description  of  sentinMnt  and  feeling  as  to  men  and 
measures  t  Who,  in  tliese  seats,  did  not  know 
that  the  great  mass  of  them  were  men  of  respect- 
ability, integrity,  and  fiiithfulness,  and  worthy 
of  tiie  trusts  confided  to  them  1  Who,  hereto- 
fore, had  feared  the  influence  of  these  men  npon 
the  public  opinion  of  the  electors  of  the  country ! 
Who,  until  this  day,  had  imagined  that  uie 
driver  of  a  mail  coach  woald  i^jorioasly  influ- 
ence the  opinions  of  the  passengers  who  might 
ohanoe  to  ride  in  his  cairiagef  In  this  great 
mass  of  individuals  there  might  be  men  un- 
worthy of  trnst:  it  would  be  strange  if  it  were 
not  so ;  bat  did  any  man  ever  dream  that  they 
were  ao  numerous  as  to  endanger  our  Govern- 
ment, or  that  the  merry  holder  of  the  reins  and 
whip  of  the  vehicle  which  transports  the 
over  our  public  highways,  was  a  '*  supple  in- 
stmment  of  power,"  a  subservient  partisan, 
"ready  for  every  service,  however  base  and 
corrupt,"  because  his  monthly  wages  were  paid 
to  him  by  a  mail  contractor  f  Pid  any  man 
ever  permit  himself  to  believe  that  the  elections 
of  the  States  were  controlled  br  moh  ment 
You  m— 89 


[Snun. 

No^  said  Mr.  W.,  the  idea  is  mistaken ;  and  the 
honorable  committee  have  yielded  themselvea 
to  fears  which  have  no  foundation,  and  to 
prophecies  <^  evil  which  will  not  be  realized. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  referred  to  the  assumption 
found  in  the  report,  that  offices  are  bestowed 
*'  as  rewards  for  partisan  service,  without  respect 
to  merit."  This  bnad  <^arge  appears  upon 
the  fw»  ttf  this  paper  wholly  nnsimported  by 
proo^  or  an  ftttemnt  at  proo^  against  whom  I 
Against  a  Ohief  Magutrate  deeted  by  the  peo- 
ple ;  and,  after  an  «xerelae  of  the  appointinc 
power  for  the  term  (tf  fmr  years,  agann  re-elected 
by  a  mnoh  stronger  expression  of  the  puUio  ap- 
probation than  that  which  first  elected  him  to 
the  presidency.  Hew,  then,  does  this  assnmp- 
tion  comport  with  the  respect  we  owe  to  the 
popular  will  ?  To  the  judgmrat  and  intelHgenee 
of  those  we  represent  here  ?  To  the  free  and 
intelligent  people  of  this  freo  country?  But 
how,  said  Ur.  W.,  are  these  office-holders 
selected  by  the  Ohief  Magistrate  f  Upon  the 
petitions  and  reoommendaUona  of  the  people 
themsdvea ;  npon  aertificatea  of  <Aaraetar,  t»- 
spectability,  and  WOTth,  made  by  those  who  an 
tne  neighbora  and  frtenda  of  the  candidate,  and 
know  turn  personally  and  mtimately ;  and  most 
usually  upon  the  recommendation  ef  the  repre- 
sentatives here  of  the  person  appointed.  Are 
we  then  to  assome  that  ofiloes  are  "'bestowed 
as  rewards forpartisan services,  without  respect 
to  merit  ? "  Tne  people  ask,  the  representative 
recommends,  and  the  ofiiee  is '  eonfarred,  and 
who  shidl  say  that  it  is  done  "  without  respect 
to  merit  t "  Surely  this  committee  will  not  be 
Bustuned,  in  making  the  assertion,  by  that  people 
whose  will  is  fc^owed  in  the  ai^intmenta 
mada,  when  the  aasertion  rests  upon  itself  alone^ 
without  an  efibrt  to  support  it  by  evidence,  a 
is,  JSi,  Fraaident  sidd  Mr.  W.,  another  of  those 
mistakes  into  wuoh  the  gloomy  imaginatiMia 
of  the  committee  seem  too  freqantiy  to  haira 
led  them.  These  assumptions,  as  erroneous  as 
they  are  unfounded,  in  his  judgment,  wpeared 
to  him  to  constitute  the  reasons  ofiTered  by  the 
committee  for  the  presentation  o#  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate.  The  abuses  existing  in  tiie 
minds  of  the  committee  were  thos&  which  had 
been  examined,  and  the  bill  pnrported  toianride 
for  thtir  ooffreetian  for  the  future. 


TniBDi.T,  February  It. 

PublU  PrinHnff — JU  taereaMng  aapmas  ami 
party  objeetB—JShUdnai  I^riuting  <^fiM  ,prw- 

jXMSd. 

The  resolution  effered  yesterday,  appointing 
Thursday  next  to  go  into  the  election  of  a 
printer,  being  before  the  Senate-— 

Mr.  Bbston  8(ud:  The  committee  of  1819 
had  reported  three  distinct  modes  of  executing 
the  printing.  The  first  mode  was  the  same  as 
had  been  practised  under  the  Joint  resolution  of 
1816,  by  which  tiie  Seerata^  of  the  Senate, 
and  tho  Olerk  of  tiM  Honae  c/BepreaenUlivai^ 


fxpaifs  ofPubSe  PrinttHff   Natiemtd  Printing  Ogiat  prvpoted. 
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bad  the  work  ezeoated  bj  oonb'act.  Tli« 
■eoood  mode  reported  was  bj  a  naUonal  ptint- 
ing  office,  witii  a  bindery  and  stationery 
ail^chedf  vMoh  ahonld  ezecmte  the  work  « 
Congress  during  their  sesriona,  and  the  work  of 
$31  Vbtt  execQtive  departments  daring  the  recess. 
[Here  Kr,  B.  read  the  estimates  made  by  the 
committee  of  1816  of  the  expenses  of  the  Qov- 
emmect  for  printing,  binding,  and  stationery.] 
Hie  committee  were  of  the  opinion  that  snoh  a 
national  establishment,  under  the  management 
of  a  competent,  active,  and  upright  man,  would 
secnre  more  promptitude,  uniformity,  a  better 
style  of  work;  mA,  in  connection  with  the 
bindery  and  stationery,  would  be  the  moat 
eooncameal.  But  the  committee  had  refimned 
from,  submitting  a  propoation  in  oonfbmu^ 
with  tbe  snggesticai,  on  aooount  of  the  novelty 
of  it,  of  the  late  period  of  the  veaAtm,  and  of 
the  discussion  to  which  it  must  inevitably  lead. 
The  third  mode,  and  that  which,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  the  committee  had  recommend- 
ed, was  the  Joint  resolution  prescribing  a  tariff 
of  prices  for  the  printing,  to  continue  in  force 
for  two  years  only.  He  had  read  the  Joint 
resolution  and  report,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
miuding  the  Senate  of  the  course  taken  by  the 
oommittee  of  1819,  and  of  the  diaracter  of  the 
resolution  oat  of  which  had  sprang  the  loose 
and  iU^al  practice  of  electing  a  printer  for  the 
next  Clongress,  and  the  continuation  of  the  tariff 
d  prices  fixed  in  1819,  notwithstanding  any 
Ganges  which  might  have  takrai  place  since 
that  period. 

llv.  Pbbsxoh  rose  to  say  a  word.  He  ex- 
pressed his  entire  willingness  in  regard  to  tbe 
printing  of  the  Senate,  or  any  other  subject 
eonoerning  which  a  charge  of  extravagance  had 
been  made,  to  go  into  an  investigatioa  in  the 
spirit  of  reform  and  retrenchment.  He  would 
be  willing  to  act  with  any  oomnuttee  in  the  ex- 
amination of  snoh  a  charge^  whether  it  had 
reference  to  the  general  printing  of  the  Senate 
or  the  particular  conduct  of  the  printer.  There 
was  one  portion  of  the  Senate  which  was 
indined  to  oheok  the  growth  of  execntive 
patronage,  and  another  portion  whioh  seemed 
to  be  JseafoUB  to  onrb  what  they  deemed  le^ 
lative  and  senatorial  extravagance.  By  a 
mataal  indulgence  of  each  other's  wishes  on ' 
these  points,  and  by  conceding  to  each  other 
a  little,  a  great  deal  of  good  might  result  to  the 
coontry.  But  he  did  not  think  that,  in  looking 
into  the  expense  of  the  printing,  we  ought  to 
confine  ourselves  to  this  or  ^e  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  but  that  we  should  also  look  to 
the  printing  of  the  exeoutive  departmenta  If 
it  was  coEgectnred  that  the  printing  of  the  two 
Houses  had  increased  so  much  within  the  last 
few  years,  it  was  not  to  be  doubted  that  the 
printing  of  t^e  executive  branch  bad  increased 
tttHl  more.  Since  the  year  1819  the  ei^wnses 
of  all  the  Dcpartmoits  had  gone  on  in  about  the 
same  ratio  of  increase.  Wlmtever  differwoe  of 
opinion  mubt  exist  as  to  matters  of  detul,  it 
was  genendly  adddtted  that  there  bad  been  a 
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considerable  increase  of  the  miati&g.  lDa\t 
thia  was  not  tho  Um  to  be  d^loreo,  it  nmt 
dimhalah  the  surprise  of  goatlemn  at  tbe  bets 
stated  1^  the  Senator  fhnn  Hinoari. 

Hr.  OxAT  rose,  and  sud  that  he  conUiut 
concur  exactly  with  the  Senatw  from  fionft 
Carohna,  in  all  which  had  &llea  from  him  ia 
reference  to  the  dhar^  of  extravsKUioe  of 
printing.   It  was  possible  that  there  Isd  bees 
some  increase  in  the  printing  of  OoDgress;  ht 
was  inclined  to  think  that  there  bad  beam 
increase,  and  probably  a  conaderable  one, 
within  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years.  Bat  it 
was  the  cause  of  this  extravagance  of  priotiiig, 
respecting  which  the  Senator  from  Bonth  Cm-  \ 
Una  had  omitted  some  remarks  which  dtmld  I 
have  aooompauied  bis  statementa  Andvliti 
wastUBoauael  Tlie  increase  which  bad  tikco  i 
{daoe  waa  attributable  to  the  abuses  cl  6b  i 
admlidstratiOD.  That  waa  the  cause,  and  it  I 
ought  not  to  surprise  any  one  that  the  inwii 
of  the  administration  should  get  no  and  oppffif  , 
any  printing  which  was  calculatea  to  di^enu- 
nate  the  knowledge  of  these  abases  amrautlie 
people.   The  less  the  printing  that  was  im. 
so  much  tbe  better  for  them.   Of  the 
last  year,  concerning  the  General  Post  Om, 
there  had  been  printed  by  the  Senate  30.000 
copies ;  but  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kff 
York,  he  feared^  had  suffered hisffwfaof thw 
reports  to  remain  in  his  offioe.  lliarehadbM 
printed  80,000  of  these  reports  here,  tod  60,0^ 
bytheHonseofBepreBentatiTea.  Thatratki 
cause  of  the  great  mass  of  printing;  sadiu 
misfortune  was  that  the  increased  v^H 
could  not  keep  up  with  the  increased  rfnJ*, 

1£t.  0.  moved  to  lay  tlie  notvw  oa&»VK. 
Amreed.  to. 

Mr.  Pbsston  gave  notice  that  he 
move,  on  Thursday  next,  to  take  up  the  nsm 
tion. 

Mr.  Benton  gave  notice  that,  before  the  m 
named,  he  would  ask  the  Senate  toconaderlis 
joint  resolution  to  repeal  the  Joint  resolatiM'' 
1819.  He  then  moved  that  the  report  rfw 
committee  of  1619  be  reprinted,  and  theofdioB 
was  agreed  to. 

^eeuUoe  PatrMOffe. 

The  bni  to  repeal  t^e  first  two  sections  of  tie 
act  of  1820,  commonly  called  the  foor  Tttn  , 
law,  came  up  on  Its  final  passage,  the  qut^  i 
bemg  on  the  passage  of  the  hm  to  repett  w 
first  and  second  sections  of  the  act  to  limit  t» 
terms  of  o£9oe  of  cert^  officers  therein  namH 

Mr.  BtroHAiTAN:  The  present  bill  P"se"^* 
most  important  question  concerning  our  fiuH*' 
mental  institutions.  It  attacks  a  constnu^ 
of  tbe  constitution  of  the  United  States 
had  been  considered  settied  fw  almost  biu^ 
centnry.  Has  the  President,  under  the 
tution,  the  power  Qfremovingexeentiveofficefi! 

H  any  qnestioo  can  ever  be  put  at  rest  in  ttm 
oounhy,  this,  emphatically,  ought  to  •wj"?' 
sidered  that  one.  It  was  solemnly  settled  a 
1789,  by  the  first  Oongreas  of  the  United  Sutei 
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Of  whom  was  that  Oongress  eompondt  Of 
tite  men  who  had  mstained  the  toils  and  dan- 
gers of  the  revolntionary  war— of  the  men  who 
sat  in  the  convention  which  framed  the  consti- 
tatioD,  and  who  passed  fVom  that  convention 
Into  the  first  Congress.  These  men,  who  laid 
the  fonndations  of  oar  Bepnhlic  broad  and  deep, 
roost  solemnly  and  deliberately  decided  that  to 
the  President,  and  to  him  alone,  belonged  the 
power  of  removal.  This  was  not  a  moment 
when  the  ooontry  was  oonvnlsed  by  party  spirit. 
Very  &r  from  it  The  fathers  of  the  Bepnblie 
were  then  oocapied  in  patting  the  Govemmmt 
in  motion,  ud  in  establiahing  saoh  prino^tos 
as  might  preswre  the  liberties  and  promote  the 
best  interests  of  the  American  people  for  ages. 
In  what  condition  are  we,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  rejndge  the  jadgment  of  these  men, 
and  reverse  their  solemn  decision  t  Is  not  par^ 
spirit  raging  thron^boat  the  land  f  Are  there 
not  hi^  party  feelings  in  this  body  t  Arp  we 
in  a  condition  calmly  and  deliberate,  without 
prejadtce  and  without  passion^  to  rviinr  and 
to  coodemn  their  jadgment! 

Why,  sir,  even  if  t^ere  were  no  anthoritr 
in  the  conatitation  for  the  power  of  removal, 
the  deoidon  of.&ia  body,  at  thia  time,  woold 
have  bnt  litUe  inflnonoe  among  the  people. 
They  woald  compare  the  calmness,  the  self- 
possession,  the  freedom  from  political  excite- 
ment, of  the  sages  who  establuhed  the  prece- 
dent, with  the  party  violence  and  the  high 
political  feeling  of  the  Senate  at  the  present  day ; 
and  the  weight  of  anthority  would  be  all  against 
ns. 

The  debate  in  the  first  Oongress  was  very 
long  and  very  able.  Every  argument  which 
patriotism  ana  ingenaity  coald  suj^est  was  ex- 
haosted.  The  question  was  at  length  decided 
in  the  House  of  Bepreaentatives  on  the  22d 
Jone,  1789.  On  the  yeas  and  nays,  thirty 
voted  in  the  affirmance  of  the  President's 
power  ot  remoral,  and  eighteen  against  it~a 
large  m^ority,  oonddering  the  eomparatively 
small  nnmber  of  which  uie  House  was  then 
composed. 

The  qaestion  arose  on  the  bill  to  establish 
the  Department  of  Foreign  AffMrs.  It  con- 
tained a  clause  declaring  the  Secretary  of  State 
"  to  be  removable  from  ofSce  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States."  From  this  clause  it 
might  have  been  inferred  that  the  power  of  re- 
moval was  intended  to  be  conferred  upon  the 
President  by  Oonm-ess,  and  not  acknowledged 
to  exist  in  him  under  the  oonatitation.  To  re- 
move ev^  diffionl^,— to  place  donbt  at  defi- 
ance in  all  ftatore  tmie — ^the  words  "to  be  re- 
movable from  office  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  "  were  stricken  from  the  bill,  and 
this  right  was  expressly  acknowledged  to  exist 
independently  of  all  legislation.  By  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  which  became  a  law  on  the 
S7th  July,  1789,  it  is  declared  that  "the  chief 
clerk  in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs," 
whenever  the  principal  officer  shall  M  removed 
from  office      the  Fnmdeni  (tf  the  United 


States,  or  in  any  other  case  of  yaeuaj^  shall, 
during  such  vacancy,  have  the  charge  and  ons- 
tod^  of  all  records,  books,  and  papwa,  amw- 
taioing  to  the  same  Department."  Here,  then, 
is  a  clear,  strong,  distinct  recognition,  by  tiie 
House  of  B^resentatives,  of  tiie  President's 
power  of  removal,  not  by  virtue  of  law,  bnt 
under  the  oonstitntion.  This  phraseology  was 
car^ully  adopted  for  the  pnrpose  of  putting  this 
very  question  at  rest  for  ever,  so  ftr  as  Oo^pn» 
ooald  effect  this  purpose. 

The  bill,  havii^  passed  the  House  of  Bmre- 
sentatiTea,  mm  seat  to  th«  Senate  fbr  ui^ 
concurrence.  The  power  of  removal  was  there 
solemnly  considered.  This  was  the  very  body 
which,  aooording  to  the  dodrine  of  gentiemen, 
has  a  ru^t  to  control  this  power ;  and  yet  they 
affirmed  the  principle  that  it  was  vested  in  the 
President,  and  in  him  alone.  It  is  trne  that  the 
question  was  determined  by  the  casting  vote  of 
Mr,  Adams,  then  the  Vice-President :  but  the 
act  was  approved  by  General  Washington,  and 
the  power  has  ever  since  been  exeroiaed  with- 
out dispute  by  him  and  his  successors  in  office, 
until  aner  the  election  of  the  present  President. 
Washington,  the  elder  Adams,  Jefferson,  Madi- 
BOD,  Konroe,  and  the  youDger  Adams,  removed 
whom  tiiery  pleased  from  mBoo;  but,  after  the 
accession  of  Jackscm,  the  exbtence  of  this 
power  is  denied.  We  are  now  required  to  be- 
lieve tiiat  all  which  former  Premdents  have 
done  was  wrong ;  that  the  first  Oongress  were 
entirely  mistaken  in  their  coostroetion  of  the 
WHwtitntion ;  and  that  the  President  doea  not 
possess  the  power  of  removal,  except  with  the 
ooneorreuce  of  the  Senate. 

If  ever  a  question  baa  oocurred  in  the  history 
of  any  country,  which  ought  to  be  considered 
settled,  this  is  that  one.  A  solenm  decision  at 
first,  adopted  in  praetioe  afterwards  by  adl 
branohea  of  the  Government,  tea  five-and-finiy 
yetfa,  makes  the  pnoedent  one  of  almoBt  iiTft- 
sistible  fwee. 

What,  then,  have  we  a  ri^t  to  expect  on 
our  side  of  the  House  from  the  opposition  9 
Kot  merely  that  they  shall  prove  it  to  be  a 
doubtfhl  question,  bat  that  th^  shall  prraenta 
case  BO  dear  as  to  render  it  manifest  that  all 
which  has  been  done  has  been  without  author- 
ity, and  all  the  removals  which  have  ever  been 
made  have  been  in  violation  of  the  oonstitntion. 
The  burden  rests  entirely  upon  the  gentiemon, 
and  a  ponderous  load  they  have  to  sastun. 

But,  sir,  if  the  question  were  entirely  new, 
if  it  never  had  been  decided  ^ther  bypreoedfiit 
or  by  practice,  I  think  it  may  be  mine  abnu- 
dantiy  clear  tlut  tiie  strength  of  the  argument 
is  greatly  on  the  side  <tf  those  who  maintain 
thepower. 

What  is  the  nature  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States?  The  powers  which  it  devolves 
upon  the  Government  u*e  divided  into  three 
distinct  danes,  the  legislative,  the  executive, 
and  the  judicial.  To  preserve  the  liberties  of 
any  coon^,  it  is  necessary  that  these  three 
IffaDches  ex  Govenunent  thoold  be  hapt  dia- 


Digiiized  by 


DEBATES  Qg  QONflBBSS. 


m 


ABBIDOHBETT  01'  THE 


Sbcatk.] 

tinct  and  Beparate  u  &r  as  possible.  When 
they  are  all  united  in  the  same  pereon,  this  is 
the  Tery  deflnitioD  of  despotism.  As  joxt  ap- 
proximate to  this  state  of  things,  in  the  same 
proportion  yoa  advance  towards  arbitrarr 
power.  These  are  axionu  which  cannot,  wfaiui 
will  not,  be  denied. 

Donbtlesa,  for  wise  pnrpoaes,  tlie  flrainera  of 
OUT  eonstitntion  have,  in  a  Te^  fow  ezeeptod 
eases,  blended  these  powers  together.  The 
Execative,  hy  his  veto,  has  a  eootrol  over  onr 
legidatioD.  The  Senate,  dthoogh  a  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  exercises  judicial  power  in 
cases  of  impeachment.  The  Pre«dent  nomi- 
nates, "  and^  by  and  wi^  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,"  appoints  all  ofiBcers,  except 
those  of  an  infsrior  natnre,  the  ^pointment  of 
which  maj-  be  vested  by  Congress,  "in  the 
President  idone,  in  the  coorts  m  law,  or  in  the 
heads  of  Departments." 

Now,  rir,  my  podtitm  iS)  that  when  the  Oon- 
ititntion  of  the  UiUted  States,  in  a  special  case, 
has  oonffflrred  npon  tiie  Senate,  which  is  easen- 
tially  a  brandi  of  tbe  Legialantre,  a  partioipa- 
tion  in  executive  pow^,  yon  cannot  by  oon- 
straotioQ  extend  thia  power  beyond  the  pl^ 
terms  ot  the  grant.  It  is  an  exception  from  the 
general  role  pervading  the  whole  instniment 
Appointment  to  office  is,  in  the  strictest  sense, 
an  executive  power.  But  it  ia  expressly  dedared 
that  the  assent  of  the  Senate  shall  be  necessary 
to  the  exercise  of  this  power  on  the  part  of  the 
President.  The  grant  to  tije  Senate  is  ^»ecial. 
lu  this  partieolar  case,  it  is  an  abstraetifMifrom 
the  general  exeentin  powers  granted  nnder  the 
eonstitntion  to  the  frerident.  According  to 
the  maxim  of  the  common  law,  exprema  untiu 
M<  exelusio  alteritt»-^t  follows  condorively 
that  what  has  not  been  given  is  withheld,  an4 
remains  in  that  branch  of  the  Qovemment 
which  is  the  ^ropriate  deporitory  of  executive 
power.  The  exception  proves  the  rule.  And 
the  grant  of  executive  power  to  the  Senate  Is 
connned  to  appointments  to  office,  and  to  them 
alone.  This  necessarily  excludes  other  execu- 
tive powers.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  contend- 
ed, with  any  force,  as  the  gentieman  from  Mas- 
sachosetts  (Mr.  Wsbbteb)  has  contended,  that 
because  the  omsent  of  the  Senate  ia  made 
neoeaaary  by  the  conititDtion  to  amxrinbnents 
of  officers^  that  tberefbre,  Inr  impllcatimi,  it  ia 
necessary  for  their  removw.  Beaidea,  these 
two  things  are  very  distinct  in  their  nature,  aa 
I  shall  hereafter  have  occasion  to  demonatrate. 

Bat  to  proceed  with  the  argument.  I  shall 
contend  that  the  sole  power  of  removing  execu- 
tive officers  is  vested  in  the  President  by  the 
eoDstitutiou.  first,  from  a  correct  construction 
of  the  instrument  itself;  and.  second,  even  if 
that  were  doobtfal,  from  the  great  danger 
resulting  to  the  public  interest  from  any  other 
eonstmction. 

The  eonstitntion  declares,  in  express  lan- 
gnaga  that  "the  ezoeotiTe  power  ahall  be 
Tested  in  a  PreaideDt  of  the  United  States." 
Under  theae  general  tanua  I  ahiO],  onoe  for  all. 
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disclaim  the  idea  of  attempting  todoiTeu; 
portion  of  the  power  of  the  Ohief  Uagistnia 
from  any  other  fountain  than  the  constitiitkn 
itself.  I  therefore  entirely  repel  tlie  impoti- 
tton,  so  far  as  I  am  ooncemeo,  which  vodd 
invest  him  with  exeontiTO  powers  deri Fed  frwn  i 
the  prerc^pUives  of  the  Kings  or  the  Empsm  | 
of  the  old  world,  Sxusb.  argoments  an  wMj 
out  of  the  question. 

The  constitution  also  declares  that "  he  shill 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  oxecotei'' 
These  two  clauses  of  the  constitution  confer  the 
executive  power  on  the  President,  and  define 
his  duties.  Is,  then,  the  removal  fromoffictm 
executive  power  ?  If  it  be  so,  there  is  sn  end 
^f  the  question ;  beoaose  the  constitDtion  no- 
whwe  declares  that  the  Senate,  or  any  otlar 
ham  an  tribunal,  shall  participate  in  the  eiemx 
of  tills  power.  It  will  not  be  contended  bet 
that  the  power  of  r«ttoval  exists,  sod  mn^t 
exist,  somewhere.  Where  ebw  can  it  exiit  tut 
in  the  Exeontive,  on  whom  the  coutitiitioi 
imposes  the  obUjmtion  of  taking  cue  thit  the 
laws  shaU  be  fiiitiifaUy  exeentMlt  ftwiUut 
be  pretraded  that  the  power  of  remord  b 
either  <rf  a  legislative  or  judicial  chancer. 
From  ite  very  nature  it  belongs  to  the  £itf>- 
tive.  In  case  he  discovers  that  an  officer  a 
violating  his  trust — that,  instead  ot  eiecntias 
the  laws,  his  conduct  is  in  direct  oppoation  u 
their  requisition — is  it  not,  strictiy  spea^i 
executive  power  to  arrest  him  in  his  career,  by 
removing  him  from  office  ?  How  could  0* 
President  execute  the  trust  confided  to  hiE,  ^ 
he  were  destitute  of  this  aathority !  If  he  p» 
sessed  it  not,  he  woold  be  compelled  towitats 
the  exeoutive  offloera  violating  the  laws  Cob- 
gress,  without  the  power  of  jneventing  it 

On  thia  anlgect  it  is  impostible  for  me  to 
advance  any  thing  new.  It  was  exhaostedi? 
Mr.  Madison,  in  the  debate  of  17S9,  in  tbs 
House  of  Bepresentetives.  I  am  confident  tw 
Senate  will  indnlge  me  while  I  read  two  a- 
tracte  from  his  speeches  on  that  oocaaoo,  debr- 
ered  on  the  16th  and  17th  June,  1789.  The 
first  was  delivered  on  the  16th  of  June,  IW, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

"By  a  strict  eumbuOion  of  the  coDrtitiitiin,a 
what  appears  to  be  its  true  principles,  and 
ing  the  great  departments  of  the  Qoranment  an* 
rdaticm  they  have  to  each  odia-,  I  bavs  mrdouu 
nhetberweaienotabwilntelytied  dovntodiecA; 
Btniotion  declared  In  the  UIL  In  the  fint  aectiwtf 
the  first  article  it  ia  sud  that  all  t^^slttire  po"a| 
herein  granted  ahall  be  vested  in  a  CoBgrai eti* 
United  States.  In  the  second  arlide  it  is  ■finn 
that  the  Exeoutive  power  shall  be  vested  iatTmt 
dentof  the  United  States  of  America.  In  tbetbri 
artide  it  la  declared  that  the  judicial  power  <«u>' 
United  States  dull  be  vested  in  one  SopreiDe  Cow^ 
and  in  such  infmor  courts  as  OoDgraaB  laaf, 
time  to  time,  ordain  and  esUblish. 

"X  suppose  it  wiU  be  readily  admitted  tint,  idW 
as  the  eonstitntion  has  separated  the  powen  of  UM* 
great  departments,  H  would  be  impn^  to 
them  together;  and,  ao  &r  aa  it  has  left  inj  pa«J|; 
hrd^Mtmrnt  in  the  entire  poMewtorfUwfo"" 
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inddent  to  that  department,  I  conceive  we  ought  not 
to  qiulif;  them  further  than  they  are  qualified  by  the 
oon>ytutiotL  The  legislative  powers  are  vestel  in 
Congren,  and  are  to  be  exercised  by  them  onoon- 
trolled  by  any  other  deportment,  excqit  the  eonstitu- 
tion  has  qualified  it  otherwise.  The  constitutioa  baa 
qualified  the  l^islaUre  power,  by  aathoriziD^  the 
Preddent  to  object  to  any  act  it  may  pass,  requiring, 
in  this  case,  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  to  concur  m 
makhig  a  taw ;  bat  still  the  abacdvte  legislative  power 
is  vested  la  Oongreaa  irith  tUs  qualification  akme. 

"The  eonstitation  affirms  that  the  Ezeentlve 
power  shall  be  vested  in  the  Frerident.  Are  there 
exceptions  to  this  proposition?  Tea,  there  are. 
The  constitution  says  that,  in  appointing  to  office, 
the  Senate  sball  be  associated  with  the  Frerident, 
unless,  in  case  of  inferior  officers,  when  tiie  laws  shall 
otherwise  direct  Have  we  a  nght  to  extend  this 
exception?  I  believe  not  If  the  constitation  has 
vested  all  executive  power  in  the  President,  I  ven- 
ture to  assert  that  the  Legislature  baa  no  rig^  to 
^iiniffiiih  or  modify  hla  executive  aothori^.**  * 

Agidn: 

"The  doctrine,  however,  which  seems  to  stand 
most  in  <^iiAdtion  to  the  principles  I  Dcmtead  fw,  ia, 
that  the  powor  to  annul  an  ai^ntment  is,  in  Ae 
nature  of  things,  inddental  to  the  power  which 
makes  the  ^)pointment  I  agree  ttu^  if  nottiing 
more  was  said  in  the  constitution  tiian  that  the  Prest 
dent,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  should  4)poiut  to  office,  there  would  be 
great  force  fn  saying  that  the  power  of  removal  re- 
sulted by  a  natural  implication  from  the  power  of 
qipcnnting.  But  there  is  onotiier  part  of  the  consti- 
tation, no  leas  explidt  than  the  one  on  which  the 
geutieman's  doctrine  is  founded :  it  is  that  part 
which  declares  that  the  executive  power  shall  be 
vested  in  a  Freodoit  of  the  United  States. 

"  The  asso(»ation  of  the  Senate  witii  the  FKsident 
in  exerdang  that  particolar  functkm,  is  an  sxoepClon 
to  ttus  genenl  rale ;  andexoepdons  togeDentnles, 
I  conoeTve,  are  ever  to  be  taken  strictiy.  But  tiiere 
is  oQotiier  part  of  the  constitation  which  incUnea,  in 
my  Judgment,  to  favor  the  construction  I  put  apon 
it  The  Preddent  ia  required  to  take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed.  If  the  doty  to  see  the 
laws  futhfally  exeeated  be  required  at  the  hands  of 
the  Executive  Ua^fislnt&,  it  irotild  seem  that  it  was 
generaiiy  intended  he  should  have  that  species  of 
power  which  is  necessary  to  accomplish  that  end. 
Kow,  if  the  oflicer,  when  once  ^>pointed,  is  not  to 
depend  upon  the  Prerident  for  his  official  existence, 
but  apon  a  distinct  body,  (for  where  there  are  two 
negatives  required,  either  can  i^event  the  removal,) 
I  confesa  I  not  see  l»w  the  President  can  take 
eare  that  the  lawi  be  faithfully  executed.  It  is  true, 
by  a  circuitouB  operation,  he  may  obtun  an  impeadi- 
ment,  and  even  without  this  it  is  possible  be  may 
obt^Q  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  for  the  purpose 
of  di^tadng  an  officer ;  but  would  this  give  that 
species  of  control  to  the  Executive  Ha^strate  whidi 
seems  to  be  required  by  the  constitution?  I  own,  if 
my  o^oirai  was  not  etmtniy  to  tiiat  entertamed  by 
iniat  I  sni^Kwe  to  be  the  ndntnity  on  tUs  qaestion,  I 
sboold  be  donbtfbl  of  being  ndstaken,  when  I  <^ 
covered  how  inconsistent  ttiat  construction  would 
make  the  oonstitation  with  itself,  I  can  hardly  bring 
myself  to  imagine  the  wisdom  of  the  conTention 
wba  framed  the  oonstitutiMi  contamplated  such  in* 
ooagrni^.'' 
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B  at,  sir,  if  doabts  oonld  arise  on  the  language 
of  the  ooostitntioD  itself  tiben  it  would  b^wme 
proper,  for  the  paipoee  of  asoertuDing  the  trae 
tneaoiog  of  the  instrament,  to  resort  to  argu- 
menta  ab  inemwnimti.  The  frsmers  of  tho 
oonstitntion  never  iDtended  it  to  mean  what 
would  be  absurd,  or  what  would  defeat  the 
very  pnrpoaei  whioh  It  was  intended  to  aoeom- 

?li8h.  I  think  I  ean  prove  that  to  deprive  the 
'resident  of  the  power  of  removal  woold  be 
fatal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  oonntry. 

And,  first,  the  Senate  cannot  always  be  in 
session.  I  thank  Heaven  for  that  We  must 
separate  and  attend  to  oar  ordinary  buuness. 
It  is  neceasarj  for  a  healthy  political  coostita- 
tion  that  we  ^oold  breathe  the  fresh  and  pure 
air  of  the  conntrr.  Tlie  political  excitement 
would  rise  too  high  if  it  were  not  cooled  off  in 
this  manner.  The  American  people  never  will 
consent,  and  never  ought  to  consent,  that  our 
Msmona  shall  beoome  perpetoaL  The  framera 
of  the  conatatntion  never  intended  tiuit  tiiia 
should  be  the  case.  Bat  onoe  establish  the 
principle  that  the  Senate  must  omsent  to  re- 
movals, as  well  as  to  appointments,  and  this 
consequence  is  inevitable.  A  forei^  minister 
hi  a  remote  part  of  the  world  is  porsaing  a 
course^  dangerous  to  the  best  interests,  and 
minous  to  the  character,  of  the  country.  He 
is  disgracing  ns  abroad,  and  endangering  the 
pablio  peace.  He  has  been  intrasted  with  an 
important  negotiation,  and  is  betraying  bis 
trust  He  has  beoome  cormpt,  or  is  entirely 
incompetent  This  iDfiormation  arrives  at 
Washington,  three  or  four  days  after  the  ad- 
joununent  of  Otmgress  (m  &e  8d  of  Uaroh. 
What  ia  to  be  done?  1m  the  Freridrat  to  be 
enldrelT  powerless  until  the  succeeding  Decem- 
ber, when  the  Senate  may  meet  ^gain?  StiaU 
he  be  obliged  to  wait  nntil  the  roisohief  is  en- 
tirely oonsammated — antil  the  country  is  ruined 
— ^before  he  can  recall  the  cormpt  or  wicked 
minister  i  Or  will  any  gentleman  contend  that^ 
upon  every  occasion,  when  a^  removal  from 
office  becomes  necessary,  he  shall  call  the  Sen- 
ators from  their  homes  t^iroughout  this  widely 
extended  Bepoblic?  And  yet,  Ihis  is  the  iu- 
evitaUe  consequence  of  the  poation  o(mtonded 
for  by  gentlemen.  Oould  the  fiwners  of  the 
constitation  ever  have  intended  snch  ao  absor- 
dity  t  Hiia  aisoment  was  dso  advutad  to  by 
Ur.  Madison. 

But  again,  there  are  great  numbers  of  dis* 
bursing  officers  scattered  ovw  this  Union.  In- 
formation is  received,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  that  one  of  them  in  Arkansas  or  at  the 
Bocky  Honntains  lias  be«i  guilty  of  peculation, 
and  is  wasting  the  public  money.  Must  the 
President  fold  his  anns,  and  suffer  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  his  fraudulent  course,  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Senate?  The  truth  is,  that  the 
President  cannot  execute  the  laws  of  the  Uniiu 
without  this  power  of  removal. 

But  cases  stiU  stroller  may  be  presented. 
The  heads  of  Departments  are  tiie  oonfidential 
advisers  of  the  Iresfdent.  It  isobiefljthnvi^ 
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tbeir  agency  that  he  must  conduct  the  great 
operations  of  GoTemment.  Without  a  direct 
control  over  them,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
bim  to  take  care  that  the  laws  ehall  be  faithfall;' 
executed.  Bappose  that  one  of  them,  during 
fhe  recess  of  the  Benate,  Tiolates  his  insbue- 
tion^  reftiTCB  to  hdd  mj  interconrse  with  the 
President,  and  pnrsnes  a  oareer  which  he  be- 
Heves  to  be  in  opporition  to  the  constitution, 
the  laws,  aod  the  best  interests  of  the  eonntrj. 
Shall  the  EzecatiTe  arm  be  paralyzed ;  and^  in 
mich  a  case,  mnst  he  patiently  submit  to  all 
these  evils  until  the  Senate  can  be  convened  ? 
In  time  of  war  the  conii|^  might  be  rained  by 
a  oorrapt  Secretaiy  of  War,  Mf(»«  the  Soiate 
could  be  assembled. 

It  is  not  my  intention  on  this  occasion  to 
discuss  the  question  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  ftom  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
I  merely  wish  to  present  it  as  a  forcible  illos- 
tration  of  my  anrament.  Sapnose  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  had  determined  to 
ramove  the  depoeita,  and  the  Fresidemt  had 
beUeved  this  measure  would  be  as  roinons  to 
tfie  conntry  as  the  fHends  of  the  bank  appre- 
hended. If  the  Secretary^  notwithstanding  the 
remonstrances  of  the  President,  had  proceeded 
to  isaae  the  order  for  tbeir  removal,  what  should 
we  have  heard  from  those  who  were  loudest  in 
their  denunciations  against  the  Executive,  If  he 
had  Bud,  My  arms  are  tied,  I  have  no  power  to 
arrest  the  act ;  the  deponts  mnst  be  removed, 
because  I  cannot  remove  my  Secretary  ?  Here 
the  evil  woald  have  been  done  before  the  Ben- 
ate  could  poenUy  have  been  assembled.  I  am 
indebted  to  the  speedi  of  the  Senator  flrom 
Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  OaLBomf,)  at'the  last  ses- 
rion,  for  this  illnstration.  The  tratb  is,  view 
the  anbject  in  any  light  yon  may,  the  power  of 
remov«  is  in  its  nature  inseparable  from  the 
exeoaUve  power. 

I  have  been  presenting  the  inoonveiJeaoes 
which  would  anse,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  from  the  want  of  t£is  power  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive. Bat  suppose  the  Senate  to  be  always 
in  session,  would  this  remove  every  difficulty? 
By  no  means.  Confer  upon  the  Senate  the 
power  of  r^eoting  removals,  and  you  make  the 
llxeciitive,  in  the  langnage  of  tiie  debate  of 
1789,  a  donUe-headed  monster.  That  power  on 
whnn  is  deToWed  the  execation  of  yonr  laws 
must  be  able  to  remove  a  oorrapt  or  incompe- 
tent ^nt  from  <^oe,  or  he  cannot  perform  his 
dnties.  The  Senate  may,  without  inconveni- 
ence, and  with  very  neat  advantage  to  the 
eoQDtry,  participate  in  appointments;  bat, 
when  the  man  fs  once  in  office,  the  President 
must  necessarily  possess  the  power  of  turniog 
him  oat  in  case  he  does  not  perform  his  duties. 
"Diis  power  ooght  not  to  depend  npon  the  will 
of  the  Senate,  for  that  body  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

If  the  power  contended  for  were  vested  in 
the  Senate,  what  would  be  the  oonseqnencesf 
StUl  more  daogerons,  if  possible,  than  any 
which  I  have  yetd^ctad.  The  cases  in  which 


[Fanuar,  VBk 

removals  are  necessary  must  rapidly  inmm 
with  the  number  of  our  officers  and  our  n^j 
extending  population.  If  the  Prendent  ninst 
assign  reasons  to  the  Senate  for  his  renonU 
acoording  to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  or  if 
the  Senate  mnst  partioipata  in  these  remonb 
as  well  as  in  i^pcontaientB,  it  ncenarilTfdlswi 
that  these  reascms  mnst  be  inTestigatecL  Tit- 
nessesmnst  b«  examined,  to  asoertaia  Ha  InA 
or  falsehood  of  the  diarges  made  agmnst  the 
officer  sought  to  be  removed.  The  case  mm 
be  tried  jadioially.  Time  most  be  oon!ramed,to 
the  pr^ndice  of  our  other  daMes.  The  l%i# 
live  functions  of  the  Senate  must  thns  beeoaic 
impaired,  and  feelings  excited  betweni  co-onlt- 
nate  branches  of  the  Government  calculated  to 
produce  a  most  iqjurions  effect  npon  the  comt- 
try.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  caac  mi^ 
readily  occur  which  was  anticipated  Sr. 
Jiadison  in  1789.  A  m^ority  of  the  Seuu 
might  even  keep  (me  c{  the  heads  <tf 
ment  in  office  against  the  will  of  the  Freawt. 
Whether  ibar  would  have  dmie  soorDotlut 
winter,  in  the  case  of  tiie  Seoretaiy  of  thi 
Treasury,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  determice. 

If  this  power  were  conferred  upon  tlie  Senile 
it  wonld  mterfere  with  our  judicial  fioiK^ODi  id 
a  dangerous  and  alarming  extent.  The  n- 
moval  of  a  high  officer  of  the  Govennuent  s 
recommendedby  the  I^eaident  to  the  Scti1(, 
because  of  officiu  misconduct.  The  charges  in 
tried  before  the  Senate.  From  theverrDatm 
of  the  question,  it  mnst  beoome,  in  foct,  sjn^- 
cial  investigation.  The  Senate  determiDe,  dibH 
that  he  shall  renuun  in  his  office,  or  thilbt 
shall  be  removed.  In  either  ease,  iho  Uoasfi 
Representatives,  possessing  the  sole  pover 
impeachment  onder  the  constitution,  oetenniK 
to  exercise  it  against  this  officer.  But  tbt 
Senate  have,  by  theu'  previous  proeeedli^ 
ntterly  disqualified  themselves  from  girinj  u 
the  accused  an  impartial  trial  They  hin 
already  decided  upon  his  gnilt  or  his  innocenoe. 
Instead  of  proceeding  to  the  trisl  unbiased  by 
favor  or  by  prt^udice,  their  minds  areinflaiw* 
tbeir  judgments  are  biased,  and  they  comet* 
the  investigalioD  with  tiie  feelings  of  .^'^'^ 
rather  than  those  of  judges.  The  Eoose  h 
Bepresentatives  would  have  a  joat 
oomi^aln  londly  against  the  exercise  of  w 
power  by  the  Senate.  We  should  thu 
qualify  oorselTes  from  judging  imptrtisUri'' 
oases  between  the  pecmu  m  tiie  United  Suiu 
and  the  high  officers  Ot the  Qovminieot. 

I  think!  have  sncoesriUly  estabKshed  tw 
podtioa  that  no  two  things  oan  in  tbdr  ii<t<^ 
be  more  distinct  than  tiie  power  of  ^pointiD«' 
and  that  of  removal.  If  this  be  the  case,  ti« 
what  becomes  of  the  argoment  of  the  geotleoun 
from  Hassaohnsetts  ?  (Jlr.  Webstkb.)  It 
entirely  npon  the  principle  that  these 
powers  were  so  identical  in  their  nstore,  a* 
becaose  the  Senate,  nndw  the  o(uistitati(»,  ivt 
the  express  power  of  advLting  and  eoases^ 
to  appointments,  therefore,  by  impUoatioo,  wj 
most  possaas  the  power  w  ftdrfsing  anda»- 
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fienting  to  removala.  The  inference  is  without 
foundation. 

The  tmth  is,  that  tiie  more  we  discnsa  this 
question,  we  sbnll  have  the  greater  reason  to 
admire  the  wisdom  of  the  constitution,  and  of 
those  enlightened  and  patriotic  men  who  placed 
that  construction  upon  it  in  the  beginning, 
which  I  shall  venture  to  predict  never  will  be 
disturbed  by  the  American  people.  The  Sen- 
ate, from  the  nature  of  the  bodj,  are  fully  com- 
petent to  aauat  the  President  in  appointments. 
It  wonld  change  their  character  idtogether,  and 
paralyze  the  neontive  arm  of  the  Graremment, 
if  they  were  to  usmj)  the  power  of  -interfering 
in  removals  from  office.  Let  the  oonstitation, 
and  the  construction  of  it  by  its  founders,  in 
t^is  particular,  be  perpetual  t 

It  has  been  objected  tiiat  the  Fresidwt,  by 
this  construction,  is  too  far  removed  from 
responsibility  in  the  exercise  of  this  power. 
But  he  is  responsible  to  the  American  people, 
whose  servant  he  is  in  this,  as  in  all  other  cases. 
Unless  you  palsy  the  executive  arm,  and  render 
it  powerless  to  do  good,  lest  it  may  do  evil,  you 
cannot  support  the  doctrine  which  has  been 
nrged.  Ton  must  veat  some  discretion,  yon 
must  repose  some  oonfldenoe,  in  the  Executive, 
or  the  wheda  of  Oovemment  must  stand  atill. 
Should  he  abase  his  power,  he  is  liaUe  to  tlie 
censnre  of  ]^ubHo  opinion ;  and,  in  flagrant  casei^ 
he  may  be  impeached. 

It  was  contended  in  the  first  Congress,  and 
the  same  argument  has  been  nrged  upon  the 
present  occasion,  that  the  power  of  removal 
was  not  recognized  by  the  constitntion ;  that  it 
was  a  ease  omitted,  and  that  therefore,  by  im- 
plication, it  belongs  to  Congress.  This  argu- 
ment was  fully  met  and  sacoessfully  refnted  in 
1789.  If  this  principle  were  established,  the 
execntive  power  womd  have  no  necessary  con- 
trol over  executive  officers.  Congress  might 
confor  the  power  of  removal  upon  the  Senate 
alone,  npon  the  House  of  Representatives  alone, 
or  npon  both  ooq]<nntiy,  without  any  partidpa- 
tion  of  the  Pre^dent  This  Qovemment— the 
admiration  of  the  world — ^woold  present  the 
solecism  of  an  Executive  without  any  control 
over  executive  agents,  except  what  might  be 
granted  to  him  by  the  Legislature.   We  are  not 

? laced  in  this  unfortunate  predicament.  The 
'resident,  under  the  constitution,  has  the 
power  of  removal.  It  is  a  constitutional  power, 
not  to  be  controlled  by  the  Legislature.  It  is  a 
power  equally  sovereign  in  its  nature  with  that 
of  legation  itselt  He  is  a  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  Government,  and  has  the  same  ri^t  to 
exercise  his  discretion  in  removals  from  office, 
t^at  Oongresa  possess  in  regard  to  the  enact- 
ment of  laws. 

This  brings  me  to  consider  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  tiiird  section  of  the  bill  now  depend- 
ing before  us.  It  provides  "that  in  all  nomina- 
tions made  by  the  President  to  the  Senate,  to 
All  vacancies  occasioned  by  removal  from  ofBoe, 
the  &ot  of  the  removal  viall  be  stated  to  the 
Senate  at  the  time  that  tite  nominstioa  is  made^ 


with  a  statement  of  the  reasons  for  suoh  re- 
moval." 

Whenoe  do  we  derive  our  authority  to  demand 
his  reasons  I  If  the  constitution  has  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  of  removal,  as  I  think  I 
have  clearly  shown,  is  it  not  absolute  in  its 
nature,  and  entirely  free  from  the  control  of 
Congress  i  Is  he  not  as  independent  in  the 
exercise  of  this  power  as  Congress  in  the  exer- 
cise of  any  power  conferred  upon  them  by  the 
oonstitutioQ?  Wonld  he  not  have  the  same 
authority  to  demand  from  us  our  reasons  for 
r^ec^g  a  nomination  as  we  possess  to  call  upon 
him  for  his  reasons  for  making  a  remoTOl! 
Uight  he  not  say,  I  am  answerable  to  ib» 
American  people,  and  to  them  alone,  for  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  in  the  same  manner  that 
the  Senate  is  for  the  exercise  of  any  power 
conferred  upon  them  by  the  constitution  I 

With  all  the  deference  which  I  feel  for  the 
opinions  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  (ilr. 
Whttk,)  I  think  he  has  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
non  that  the  third  section  of  this  bill  is  consti- 
tutional, by  blending  things  together  which  ore 
in  their  nature  entirely  distinct.  He  asks,  is  it 
not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  the 
office,  to  define  its  dotiee^  and  to  change  and 
vary  these  duties  at  pleasnre?  Granted.  May 
they  not  if  they  believe  the  office  unnecessary, 
repeal  the  law,  and  must  not  the  officer  f^ 
under  itt  Granted.  These  are  legislative 
powers,  clearly  conferred  upon  Congress  by  the 
constitution.  It  is  then  asked,  may  Congress 
not  prescribe  it  as  the  duty  of  these  officers  to 
give  reasons  for  their  conduct  ?  Certtunly  they 
may.  And  why  ?  Because  they  are  the  crea- 
tures of  Congress,  they  are  called  into  existence 
by  Congress,  and  they  will  cease  to  exist  at  the 
pleasure  of  Congress.  Is  this  the  condition  of 
the  Executive,  who  is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of 
the  Government,  and  who  is  answerable  for  his 
conduct,  not  to  Congress,  but  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States?  What  right  have  we  to 
demand  reasons  from  the  servant  of  another  at 
to  how  he  performs* his  duties!  To  his  own 
master,  whidi,  in  this  particular,  is  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  to  them  alone,  he  is  responsible. 
If  Congress  can  command  him  to  give  reasons 
to  the  Senate  for  his  removals,  the  Senate  may 
judge  of  the  validity  of  these  reasons,  and  con- 
demn them  if  they  think  proper.  The  Execn- 
tive of  the  country  is  thus  rendered  subordinate 
to  the  Senate — a  pontion  in  which  the  consti- 
tntion of  the  country  never  intended  to  place  hun. 
In  my  opinion,  this  bill  as  stron^y  nraatives 
the  oon8titnti<mal  power  of  the  Predoent  to 
remove  from  office,  without  the  oraoonenoe  of 
tJbe  Senate,  as  if  it  were  so  declared  in  e^^reas 
language.  For  this  reason  I  shall  vote  a^unst 
it. 

But  if  no  such  questions  were  involved  in  the 
bilL  I  should  equally  condemn  its  policy.  Its 
evident  tendency  is  sutMtantially  to  make  aH 
offices  offices  for  life,  or  during  good  behavior, 
which  is  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  inutitn- 
tiona.  Bat  the,  arguments  against  the  poUoy  «f 
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fldtf  WH  hare  been  toBj  and  aUj  insisted  upon 
hy  others.  At  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
when  BO  nineh  Important  business  remains  un- 
done,' 1  shall  not  ocoopr  t^e  time  of  the  Senate 
in  discussing  this  brandi  of  the  sul^ect.  I  rose 
mefely  to  present  my  views  upon  the  constitu- 
tional qnestion. 

Mr.  Pbbston  declared  that  it  had  not  been 
orighially  bis  intention  to  take  part  in  this 
debate ;  the  state  of  his  health  was  each  as  not 
to  admit  of  it ;  bat  he  felt  himself  bound  to  rise 
and  express  a  general  opinion,  and  more  espe- 
cially to  enter  nis  most  solemn  protest  against 
the  strange  and  nnwairaatable  doctrines  which 
he  had  heard  brought  forward  in  the  oourse  oS 
tiiis  disona^B. 

Willing,  however,  as  he  professed  himself  to 
>e,  to  acknowledge  that  Congress  was  the  first 
spring  and  source  of  expenditure,  he  must 
beg  to  recall  gentlemot  to  the  condderation  of 
the  real  qnestion — whtoh  was  not  the  question 
of  origin,  bat  of  actnal  existence.  The  inquiry 
was  ^ected  to  ezecutiTe  power,  as  now  found 
to  be,  whatever  may  have  been  the  errors,  if 
they  were  errors,  which  first  injudiciously 
■offered  saoh  a  great  and  tremendous  power  to 
rise  and  grow  to  its  present  alarming  height. 
Congress  must  make  ^mropriations,  and  au- 
thorize expenditure  for  the  neoesnties  and  for 
the  w^fare  of  the  country :  but  does  it  fbUow, 
therefore,  that,  becwise  Congress  most,  by 
neoesEdty,  originate  expenditure,  that  ther^ore 
it  is  admissible  tliat  these  expenditures  should 
be  tamed  aside,  or  employed  to  the  creation 
of  a  power  preponderatmg  over  Congress  and 
over  every  thmg  in  the  country  f  Does  it 
ftdlow  that  it  is  a  harmless  and  innocent  thing, 
that  aU  this  expenditure  should  go  to  the 
profit  of  one  indlvidnal,  to  a^andir^  his 
power,  to  increase  his  influence,  to  augment 
bis  patronsge,  and  to  render  him  the  unlimited 
master  who  dictates  the  destiny  of  t^ose  to 
whun  thrae  expenditurea  are  dbbursed  by  his 
hand  I  J£  Congress  holds  the  purse  imd  pours 
oat  ita  treasures,  does  -it  follow  tiiat  one 
hand  is  to  receive  them  and  control  Iheir  dis- 
bursement, and  be  established  necessarily  as 
the  master  over  all  who  look  up  to  that  band 
for  the  sweets  it  dispenses?  Vain,  therefore, 
tsti  fntile,  idle,  and  imtenable,  is  the  specious 
argument,  which  has  been  so  much  and  so 
strongly  dwelt  upon,  that,  because  the  source 
of  the  expenditure  is  in  Congress,  therefore 
thwe  is  no  dangerous  accumulation  of  patron- 

S;e  with  the  P^-esident.  There  is  (continued 
r.  F.)  a  formidable  amount  of  executive  pa- 
trouage.  It  is  a  propodtion  which  no  one  can 
or  vul  dare  to  oeny,  that  tiiis  pabxniage  has 
increased,  and  ia  still  inoreaaing.  This  ii  the 
proposition  on  which  the  report  is  founded :  it 
IB  a  propocntion  which  imperatively  cells  upon 
aU  ttie  power,  and  feeling,  and  energy  of  the 
people  to  awake  and  rouse  themselves,  and 
Know  their  real  situation ;  and,  above  all,  not 
to  be  led  to  lose  sight  of  liie  real  fact,  of  Ihe 
undeniable  proposi^ctu,  by  being  sent  a  hnnt- 


[FnBnAir,ie& 

ing  after  collateral  qnestioiu,  leading  sv» 
from  the  main  jxnnt,  and  bewilderiDgthejodg- 
ment  with  UBqnimtaons  upon  tiie  TirioH 
actions  of  Congress,  and  the  wisdom  or  fdlr 
of  those  actions. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (obserred 
Mr.  F.)  has  analyzed  and  divided  the  ntcs 
of  dependants,  and  thou  asked  of  eidi  put, 
separately,  whether  there  existed  aqy  mgg 
in  it! 

First  be  takes  the  pensioners,  then  the  stuit, 
then  the  navy,  and  so  on,  and  after  r^odu; 
each  to  the  utmost  possible  indgnffiomcf,  ii 
then  trinmphantly  aski^  "is  there  dnfo 
here!" 

By  this  Bpecious  mode  of  representing  tbii^ 
tiie  honorable  gentleman  is  mistaken  if  be 
imagines  that  he  will  succeed  In  oonvindiigtlM 
country  that  an  army  of  depeodauta,  of  lO 
classes,  ^ves  no  undne  infloenoe  to  the  pow 
which  is  made  to  prodde  over  the  ni^tr 
mass. 

However  contemptible  the  mere  indiTtdul) 
of  each  class  may  appear  to  him,  the  sggre^ili 
mass  of  patronage  thrown,  by  their  metis, 
into  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  vill  not 
appear  insignificant  and  contemptible  to  tbcst 
who  have  at  heart  the  weilfftre  of  the  eouiliT, 
and  the  stability  and  permanency  of  our  ion- 
tntsmu. 

The  mass  of  dependants  gives  power;  tint 
is  undeniable,  and  that  is  anffident  It  istboe- 
fore  to  evade,  it  is  to  blink  the  qoettioa  u 
attempt  to  show  that  no  power  wbaterer  a 
conferred  upon  the  incUvidnal  who  dispoM 
a  patrcmage  of  atuhenormona  extent. 


WxDCTan^T,  February  18. 

TSx.  Bkntos  ofi'ered  the  following  resolotiiio: 

JUaoIvedy  That  the  resoIuUon  adopted  b;  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  asth  day  of  March,  in  the  jear  lS34,i 
the  following  words,  ".AeWMd;  That  tbePrddA 
in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relatkmUtai 
public  revenue,  has  assiimed  upon  faiiuelf  'i'^"'^ 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  omstitotiwi  nw 
laws,  bat  in  derogatioa  of  both,"  be,  and  tb«  aw 
hereby  is,  ordered  to  be  expunged  fnm  the  joonu 
of  the  Senate,  because  the  said  rescdotion  is 
and  unjust,  of  evil  example,  indeAmte  and  nf^ 
expresemg  a  crinunal  (duirge  without  q>eci&*tHB  ; 
and  was  Irr^ulariy  and  onccnutitatioBallr  i^a^ 
by  the  Senate,  in  sabvenlon  of  the  rights  of 
which  belong  to  an  accused  and  impwchable  me^', 
and  at  a  time,  and  under  circumstaaces,  to  isra^ 
peculiar  injury  to  the  pt^tical  r^fats  and  ftcmnj 
iatensts  of  the  people  of  the  Uutted  StaW 

On  motion  of  Xr.  Bnnoir,  theresoIatioBm 
ordered  to  be  lainted. 

£kecutiv6  Patronage. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  oonnderatitn  of  ^ 
bill  to  repeal  the  first  and  second  seotioiu  ci 
the  act  to  limit  the  tenn  of  offloe  of  oertiu 
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offlons  thwein  named,  now  at  its  tiiird  read- 

"^r.  Clat  said:  The  Senator  from  New 
Tork,  (Mr,  Wbigbt,)  in  analyzing  the  list  of 
100,000  who  are  reported  by  the  committee 
of  patronage  to  draw  money  from  the  pablic 
treasnry,  contend  that  a  large  portion  of  them 
consists  of  the  anny,  the  navy,  and  revoln- 
tionary  pensioners;  and,  paying  a  jnat  com- 
pliment to  their  gallantry  and  patriotism,  aska 
if  they  will  allow  themselvea  to  be  iiiBtrumeD- 
tal  in  the  destmction  of  the  liberties  of  their 
country  I  It  is  very  remarkable,  that  hitherto 
the  power  of  dismiwion  has  not  bem  i^idied 
to  the  army  and  navy,  to  wbiofa,  fh>m  the 
nature  of  the  amriee,  it  woold  Been  to  be  more 
necessary  than  to  those  in  oivil  places.  But 
accnmolation  and  concentration  are  the  natnre 
of  all  power,  and  especially  of  execative  power. 
And  it  cannbt  be  doubted  that,  if  the  power 
of  dismission,  as  now  exercised  in  regvd  to 
civil  oflScera,  is  sanctioned  and  sustained  by  the 
people,  it  will,  in  the  end,  be  extended  to  the 
army  and  navy.  When  so  extended,  it  will 
produce  its  oanal  effect  of  snbservien<^,  or  if 
the  present  army  and  navy  should  be  too  stem 
and  npright  to  be  moulded  according  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  Executive,  we  are  to  recollect 
that  the  individnala  who  eompoae  them  are  not 
to  live  always,  and  may  be  succeeded  by  th<»e 
who  will  be  more  pliant  and  yielding.  But  I 
would  ask  the  Senator  what  has  oeen  the 
eflEbct  of  this  tranendoos  power  of  dismission 
upon  the  classes  of  oflBcers  to  which  it  has 
been  applied!  Upon  the  Post  Office,  the 
Land  Office,  and  the  Oastom-houae  ?  They 
constitute  so  many  eorp$  S'armi^,  ready  to 
furtlier  on  all  occasions  the  executive  views 
and  wishes.  They  take  the  lead  in  primary 
assemblies,  whenever  it  is  deemed  expedient 
to  applaod  or  sound  the  praises  of  the  admin- 
istnUion,  w  to  carry  oat  ita  pnipoaes  in  idation 
to  the  saooeMion.  We  are  assured  that  a  large 
majority  of  the  recent  oonvention  at  C^nmboa, 
in  Ohio,  to  nominate  the  President's  sueoeaaor, 
were  omoe  holders.  And  do  yon  imagine  that 
they  would  nominate  any  other  than  tue  Presi- 
dent's known  favorite  1 

The  power  of  removal,  as  now  exercised,  is 
nowhere  in  the  constitution  expressly  recog- 
nized. The  only  mode  of  displacing  a  jmblto 
officer  for  which  it  does  provide  is  by  impeach- 
ment. But  it  has  been  argued  on  this  occa- 
sion, that  it  is  a  sovereign  power,  an  inherent 
power,  and  an  executive  power;  and,  there- 
fore, that  it  belongs  to  the  I^sident.  Neither 
the  Memisea  nor  the  conclusion  can  be  sds- 
tained.  If  th»'  eonld  b&  the  peopto  of  the 
United  States  have  all  altuig  totally  niisoon- 
ceived  the  nature  ctf  their  Government,  and  the 
character  of  the  office  of  their  Supreme  Magis- 
trate. Sovoeign  power  is  supreme  power; 
and  in  no  instance  whatever  is  there  any 
snpreme  power  vested  in  the  President.  What- 
ever sovereign  power  is,  if  tiiere  be  any,  con- 
Toyed  by  the  Oonstitation  of  the  United  States, 


is  vested  in  Congress,  or  in  the  President  and 
Senate.  The  power  to  declare  war,  to  lay 
taxes,  to  coin  money,  is  vested  in  Congress' 
and  the  treaty-making  power  in  the  F^sident 
and  Senate.  The  Postmaster-Generid  has  the 
power  to  dismiss  his  deputies.  Is  that  a  soTer> 
eign  power,  or  has  he  any  t 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  power  of  removal 
from  office  is  an  executive  power ;  and  that  all 
executive  power  is  vested  in  the  President; 
and  that  be  is  to  see  that  the  laws  are  faith- 
fully executed,  which,  it  is  contended,  he  can- 
not do,  unless,  at  his  pleasure,  be  may  dismiss 
aiur  snoor^nate  officw. 

The  mere  act  of  dismission  or  removal  may 
be  of  an  executive  nature,  but  the  Judgment 
or  sentence  which  precedes  it  is  a  fonction  irf  a 
judicial  and  not  executive  natnre.  Impeach- 
ments, which,  as  has  been  already  observed,  are 
the  only  mode  of  removal  fh)m  office  expressly 
provided  for  in  the  constitution,  are  to  be  tried 
oy  the  Senate,  acting  as  a  judicial  tribnn^.  In 
England,  and  all  the  States,  they  are  tried  by 
jumcial  tribunals.  In  several  of  the  States, 
removal  from  office  sometimes  is  effected  by 
the  legislative  aathority,  as  in  the  case  of 
judges,  on  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members.  The  administration  of  the  laws 
of  the  several  States  proceeds  regalarly,  with- 
out the  exercise,  on  the  part  m  the  Gover- 
nors, of  any  power  similar  to  that  which  ia 
claimed  for  the  Prendent.  In  Eentodky,  and 
in  other  States,  tlie  Govemcff  has  no  power  to 
remove  sheri^  collectors  d  the  revenue, 
clerks  of  courts^  or  any  one  officer  employed  in 
administration ;  and  yet  the  Governor,  like  the 
President,  is  constitutionally  enjoined  to  see 
that  the  laws  are  futhfully  executed. 

The  President  is  enjoined  by  the  constitu- 
tion to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  f^thfully 
executed.  Under  this  injunction  the  power  of 
diamisrion  is  claimed  for  him ;  and  it  is  con- 
tended that  if  those  ehaiged  with  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  attonpt  to  ezeonte  them  in  a 
aense  difibrent  from  tAat  entertained  "bj  tlie 
President,  he  may  prevent  it,  or  withhold  hia 
co-operation.  It  would  follow  that,  t£  the 
Judiciary  g^ve  to  the  law  an  interpretation 
variant  fnmi  that  of  the  Prerident  he  woald 
not  be  bound  to  afford  means  which  might 
become  necessary  to  execnto  their  decision.  If 
these  pretensions  are  well  founded,  it  ia  mani- 
fest that  the  President,  by  means  of  the  veto, 
in  arresting  the  passage  of  laws  which  he  dis- 
api>roves,  and  the  power  of  expounding  tliose 
which  are  passed  according  to  his  own  sense 
of  them,  will  become  possessed  of  all  the  prae- 
tioal  mthority  of  the  whole  Government  If 
the  Jadidary  dooide  a  law  contrary  to  the 
President's  opinion  of  its  meaning,  he  may 
command  the  marshal  not  to  execnto  tiie  deds- 
ion,  and  urge  his  oonstitntional  obligations  to 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 
It  will  be  recollected,  perhaps,  by  the  Senate^ 
that,  daring  the  disonasionii  on  the  deposit 
qoefUon,  I  predicted  that  the  day  would  uriva 
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trhen  a  President,  disposed  to  enlarge  his  pow- 
ers, woold  appeal  to  his  official  oath  as  a  source 
of  power.  In  that  oath  he  nndertakea  that  he 
will,  "  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  preserve,  pro- 
teot,  and  defend,  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States."  The  fhlfilment  of  the  prediction  qoick- 

S followed;  and  during  the  same  session,  in 
e  protest  of  the  President,  we  find  him  reifer- 
ring  to  litU  oath  as  a  aooroe  of  power  and  datj. 
Now.  if  the  President,  in  virtue  of  his  oath, 
may  interpose  and  prevent  any  thing  from  being 
done  con^arj  to  the  constitution  as  he  under- 
standa  it;  and  may,  Id  virtue  of  the  injunction 
to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed, 
prevent  the  enforcement  of  any  law  contrary 
to  the  sense  in  which  he  understands  it,  I  would 
ask  what  powers  remain  to  any  other  branch 
of  the  Grovemmentl  Are  they  not  all  sabetan.- 
tially  absorbed  in  the  will  of  one  man? 

The  power  of  removal  from  office  not  being 
one  of  those  powers  which  are  expressly  grant- 
ed and  enumerated  in  the  constitution,  and 
having,  I  hope,  soooessfnlly  shown  that  it  is 
not  essentially  of  an  executive  nature,  the  ques- 
tion aiisea,  to  what  department  of  the  Gtovem- 
ment  does  it  belong  in  r^rd  to  all  offices 
created  by  law,  or  whose  tenure  is  not  defined 
in  the  c<nistitation!  There  is  much  force  in 
the  argument  which  attaches  the  power  of  dis- 
mission to  the  Preudent  and  Senate  conjointly, 
as  the  appointing  power.  But  I  think  we  must 
look  for  it  to  a  broader  and  higher  source — the 
legislative  department.  The  duty  of  appoint- 
ment may  be  performed  under  a  law  wUdi 
enacts  the  mode  of  dismisnon.  This  is  the 
case  in  the  Post  Office  Department— Ihe  Post- 
master General  being  invested  wUh  both  tiie 
poTor  of  appointment  end  of  dismission.  But 
Uiey  are  not  neoessaiily  allied,  and  the  law 
mi^t  separate  them,  and  assign  to  one  func- 
tionary the  right  to  appoint,  and  to  a  different 
one  the  right  to  dismiss.  Examples  of  such  a  sep- 
aration may  be  found  in  the  State  Governments. 

It  is  the  legislative  authority  which  creates 
tibe  office,  defines  its  duties,  and  may  m«soribe 
its  duration.  I  speak,  of  course,  of  offices  not 
created  by  the  constitution,  hut  the  law.  The 
office,  coming  into  existence  by  the  mill  of 
Congress,  tiie  same  will  may  provide  how,  and 
in  what  manner,  the  office  and  the  officer  shall 
both  cease  to  enst.  It  may  direct  the  condi- 
tions on  which  he  shall  hold  the  office,  and 
when  and  how  he  shall  be  dismissed.  Sopprae 
the  constitution  had  omitted  to  prescribe  the 
tenure  of  the  judicial  office,  could  not  Congress 
do  it}  But  the  constitution  has  not  fixed  the 
tennre  of  any  subordinate  offices,  and  th«*efore 
Congress  may  supply  the  omission.  It  would 
be  unreasonable  to  contend  that,  although  Con- 
gress, in  pnrsuit  of  the  public  good,  brings  the 
office  and  the  officer  into  being,  and  assigns 
their  purposes,  yet  the  President  has  a  con^l 
over  the  officer  which  Congress  cannot  reach 
or  r^;ulate — and  this  control  in  virtue  of  some 
vague  and  undefined  implied  executive  power, 
which  the  friends  of  executive  snpremai^'  are 


totally  nnable  to  attach  to  any  spea&t  elna 
in  the  constitution  I 

It  has  been  contended  with  groit  ability  the, 
under  the  clause  of  the  constitutioD  which  d^ 
Clares  that  Congress  shall  have  powa  "  to 
all  laws  which  shall  be  neoesBsry  and  ytofs 
for  canying  into  execution  the  f[n«goiiig  pot- 
era,  and  all  otban  vested  'bj  Qob  constitiian 
in  the  Government  of  the  united  Btatei,  orii 
any  department  or  officer  thereo^^**  Oongns)  a 
the  sole  deposttmy  d  implied  powers,  m  M 
no  other  department  or  officer  of  ttie  GgTmt- 
ment  possesses  any.  If  this  argmn»it  he  cor- 
rect, tnere  is  an  eud  of  the  oontrovenT^.  Bn 
if  the  power  of  dismission  be  inddont  to  tbe 
legislative  authority.  Congress  has  th»  deu 
right  to  regulate  it.  And  if  it  belong  to  aj 
ouier  department  of  the  Govenunent,  noda 
the  cited  clause,  Cmigreas  has  the  poTer  u 
lefdslate  upon  the  sulgect,  and  may  r^soktii, 
aluiough  it  could  not  divest  the  depansA 
altogetiier  of  the  right. 

Hitherto  I  have  considered  tiie  tputtioDiipa 
the  ground  of  the  oonatitntion,  uosSbetel  I? 
precedent.  We  have  in  v^n  called  npoBoa 
opponents  to  meet  us  upon  that  ground,  indu 
pomt  out  the  danae  of  the  oousbtnticm  vhidi 
by  express  grant  or  necessary  implicatuHi,!):^ 
jeots  the  will  of  the  whole  offidal  exsTft  \o  m 
pleasure  of  the  President,  to  be  dimiiseed  tIo- 
ever  he  thinks  proper,  without  any  canse,  id 
without  any  reasons  publidy  aasigned  tsrmn- 
ed  for  the  dismission,  and  which  exolodes  C» 
gress  from  all  authority  to  l^alate  agunst  ^ 
tremendous  consequences  <^  such  a  vast  potK 
No  such  clause  has  been  shown;  noreaDiitft 
for  the  best  of  all  reascma,  because  it  doeiw 
exist  Instead  of  bringing  fwward  tajxs 
satlafitotory  evidenoe,  gentlemen  intrenob  tkc- 
selves  behind  the  precedent  wUcb  was 
lished  hi  1788,  when  the  first  Congress 
nized  the  powor  of  dismistdon  in  the  Fre»da:; 
that  is,  they  rely  upon  the  opinion  of  tbe 
Congress  as  to  what  the  constitution  meuii^^ 
ooudusive  of  what  it  is. 

The  precedent  of  1789  was  established  in  w 
House  of  Bepreeentatives  against  the  opisi' 
of  a  large  and  able  minority,  and  in  tbe  SeuH 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice  President » 
John  Adams.  It  is  imposuble  to  read  th» 
bate  which  it  oooanoned,  witliout  bdag  imi'*' 
ed  with  theoottviction  that  the  jnsto(nn»<* 
reposed  in  the  Father  of  his  Country,  ibentf 
the  head  of  the  Government,  had  ^reat,  if 
decinve,  influenoe  in  establishing  it.  It 
never,  prior  to  the  oommenoemeat  of  Uie  pf^ 
ent  administration,  been  submitted  to  the  |^ 
oess  of  review.  It  has  not  been  reo(8i^dma; 
because,  under  the  mild  administration  of  ^ 
redecessora  of  tbe  President,  it  was  not  abnsN' 
ut  generally  applied  to  cases  to  wWch  tw  ; 
power  was  justiy  applicable. 

[Hr.  Clay  here  proceeded  to  re^**£^  : 
memorandum  the  number  of  officers  renw'*''  ! 
under  the  different  Presidents,  from  WisMBf 
ton  down;  but  the  r^orter,  not  havii« 
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to  th«  memorandom,  is  nnable  to  note  the  pre- 
cise nnmber  under  each,  and  can  only  state, 
generally,  that  it  was  inoonsideraUe  under  all 
the  administrations  prior  to  the  present;  hat 
under  that  of  General  Jackson  the  number  of 
removals  amounted  to  more  than  two  thousand 
—of  which  some  five  or  six  hundred  were  post- 
masters.] 

Bat,  Mr.  President  although  the  hiU  is,  I 
think,  right  in  principle,  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  go  fitr  enough.  It  makes  no  provision  for  tlie 
liisoffi(U«noy  ca  the  reasons  of  the  Fre^dent, 
by  restoring  or  doing  Justice  to  the  ii\jured  of- 
ficer. It  will  ha  some,  hut  not  sufficient 
restraint  against  abuses.  I  hare  therefore  pre- 
pared an  amendment,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
offer,  hut  which  I  will  not  press  against  the 
decided  wishes  of  those  having  the  immediate 
care  of  the  bill.  By  this  amendment,*  as  to 
all  offices  created  by  law,  with  certain  excep- 
tions, the  power  at  present  exercised  is  made  a 
suspensory  power.  The  President  may,  in  the 
vacation  of  the  Senate,  suspend  the  officer  and 
appoint  a  temporary  successor.  At  the  next 
session  of  the  Senate  he  is  to  communicate  his 
reasons;  and  if  they  are  deemed  sufficient,  the 
suspension  is  confirmed,  and  the  Senate  will 
pass  upon  the  new  officer.  If  insufficient,  the 
displ&oed  officer  Is  to  be  restored.  Tliia  amiaiid- 
ment  is  BabatantiaUy  the  same  proportion  as 
one  which  I  sulvmitted  to  the  coosiaeration  of 
the  Senate  at  its  last  session.  Under  this  sus- 
pensory power,  the  President  will  be  able  to 
discharge  all  defaulters  or  delinquents;  and  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  Senate  will  concur 
in  all  SQch  dismissions.  On  the  other  hsnd,  it 
will  insure  the  integrity  and  independence  of 
the  officer,  since  he  will  feel  that  if  he  honestly 
and  l^aithfull^  discharges  his  official  dnties,  he 
cannot  be  displaced  arbitrarily,  or  from  mere 
c^>rioe,  or  because  he  has  independentiy  exer- 
cised the  elective  fkvnohiae. 

It  is  contended  Cut  the  President  cannot  see 
that  the  laws  are  fidthftaUy  executed,  unless  he 
possesses  the  power  removaL  That  injunc- 
tion of  the  constitution  imports  a  mere  general 
auperintendenoe,  except  wnere  he  is  specially 
charged  with  the  execntion  of  a  law.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  he  should  have  the  power  of 
dismission.  It  will  he  a  sufficient  security 
agtUDst  the  abuses  of  subordinate  officers  that 
the  eye  of  the  President  is  upon  them,  and  that 
he  can  communicate  their  delinquency.  The 
State  Executives  do  not  possess  tnis  power  of 
dismission.  In  several,  tf  not  all  the  States, 
the  Governor  cannot  even  dismiss  the  Secretary 
of  State ;  yet  we  hare  heard  no  complidnta  of 


*  The  Mnendneiit  wh  In  tke  fbllotrlng  wonla : 
B»  it  fiurOitr  MacUcL^htt  In  all  InaUnoM  of  appoint- 
ment to  offiM  bv  the  Fmldent,  ani]  wtth  the  Mvloe 
and  oonaent  of  tn«  SenaU,  the  power  of  removal  ihsll  be 
eserolMd  011I7  la  eonenrrenee  irith  the  lienata ;  and,  when 
the  Senate  b  not  In  saMlon.  the  President  mar  uupend  anj 
Mch  oflleer,  oommanleattng  hl>  reasoDs  for  the  eiupeDsion 
dotliv  the  fltst  month  of  Its  soeeeedliig  session ;  and  If  the 
Beiute  eonearwlth  blm,  the oBeer  ahul  be  removed;  bat 
If  It  do  not  eouMtrwItbuaiiUM  oflleer  sball  boraatondto 
4fltoe> 


tiiie  ineffidency  of  State  Executives,  or  ctf  the 
administrations  of  the  laws  of  the  States.  The 
President- has  no  power  to  dismiss  the  judiciary ; 
and  it  might  be  asked,  with  eqi^  pfan^bUUiri 
how  he  could  see  that  the  laws  are  executed,  iJr 
the  ju^es  will  not  conform  to  his  <^Hni(»i,  and 
he  cannot  dismiss  them. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  argue  the  general 
question,  in  considering  either  ute  original  hiU 
or  the  amendment.  The  former  does  not  touch 
the  power  of  dismission,  and  the  latter  only 
makes  it  conditional  instead  of  being  absolute. 

It  may said  that  there  are  certain  great 
officers,  heads  of  Departments  and  foreign 
adnii^OTS,  between  whom  and  the  Frerident 
entire  confidence  should  exist.  That  is  admit- 
ted. But,  surely,  if  the  President  remove  any 
of  them,  tiie  people  ought  to  know  the  cause. 
The  amendment,  however,  does  not  reach  those 
classes  of  officers.  And  suppoMug,  as  I  do,  that 
the  le^alative  authority  is  competent  to  regu- 
late the  exercise  of  the  power  of  dismission, 
there  can  be  no  just  cause  to  apprehend  that  it 
will  fiul  to  mi^e  such  modifications  and  excep- 
tions as  may  be  called  for  by  the  public  interest ; 
especially  as  whatever  bill  may  oe  passed  must 
obtain  the  approbation  of  the  Chief  Hagistrate. 
And  if  it  should  attempt  to  impose  improper 
netriotiona  upon  the  exeoutiTe  aathorily, 
would  fhmish  a  legitimate  oocanmi  for  uie  ex- 
ercise of  the  veto.  In  oondosioo,  I  shall  most 
heartily  vote  for  the  bfll,  with  or  without  the 
amendment  whioh  I  have  proposed. 


Peidat,  February  20. 
Branchet  of  t  A0  Mint. 
Ur.  'Wauoau Air  moved  ta  take  up  the  bill 
for  the  establishment  of  branches  of  the  mint 
in  New  Orleans,  Auraria,  and  in  Nortii  Oardina 
and  Georgia;  whioh  was  ordered. 

Ifr.  Waqsaman  spoke  in  Bnpp<vt  of  the  UD, 
and  ni^ied  its  necessity  ftom  a  oonrideration  of 
the  gTMt  imputations  of  gtdd  and  silver  into 
New  Orleans,  and  the  great  expense  and  risk 
incurred  by  sending  on  all  the  bullion  from  the 
South  to  be  coined  at  HiUadelphia. 

Ur..  Tallmadgb  proposed  an  amendment, 
having  for  its  ol^ect  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  of  the  mint  at  New  York  also. 

Mr.  Waoqauah  felt  a  regret  that  he  must 
object  to  the  amendment  as  an  appendage  to 
the  present  bill :  New  York  was  within  nx 
hours'  easy  travel  to  Philadelphia,  and  bullion 
could  be  coined  free  of  expense  to  them,  where- 
as it  cost  to  the  owners  m  New  Orleans  two 
and  a  half  per  cent. 

Hx.  Galhooh  hoped  tiie  amendment  would 
not  be  pressed  at  present:  when  the  proper 
time  should  come,  he  would  he  glad  to  vote  for 
having  branches  at  New  York,  Boston,  Norfolk, 
Charleston,  and  other  necessary  and  oentral 
places.  One  reason  for  pres^ng  now  for  their 
immediate  establishment,  as  by  the  hill,  was,  that 
the  whole  amount  <xF  the  expNises  which  thur 
establishment  would  cause,  was  more  than 
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counterbalanced  by  the  expenses  which  the  dis- 
tance of  Philadelphia  occasioned. 

Kr.  Benton  ^ke  in  the  same  sense ;  he 
frished  to  see  a  hard  mebUlio  oorrener  in  the 
hands  of  the  people ;  he  wanted  it  to  be  made 
to  ran  in  that  channel,  viz.:  the  great  body  <rf 
the  people ;  he  wanted  the  connbry  to  be  saved 
firom  the  rag  system ;  he  wanted  a  soand  and 
aolid  carrenoy  to  be  established  instead  of  pa- 
per, whether  from  local  or  any  other  banks; 
he  was  anxions  to  see  the  carrenoy  hroaght 
back  to  that  solid  condition  in  which  it  was 
when  the  States  sarrendered  up  the  right  of 
coining  to  the  federal  Government ;  next  sesuon 
he  would  not  oppose  a  motion  for  the  benefit 
of  other  places,  but  at  present  the  lateness  of 
the  session,  and  the  immediate  necestdty  of  the 
places  mentioned  in  the  bill,  made  it  desirable 
not  to  embarrasB  its  progress  by  the  introdao- 
Uon  of  other  places,  not  nnder  oircnm  stances 
of  eqnal  pressure;  be  therefore  shoold  vote 
against  the  amendment 

Ur.  TALLHADait  withdrew  his  amendment. 

An  amendment  proposed  by  Mr,  Kino,  of 
Alabama,  was  adopted;  to  the  effect  that  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  shoold  not  commence 
till  the  necessary  bmldings  were  built. 

Mr.  Clat  proposed  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table,  and  that  it  shoold  be  printed  with  the 
amendm«itB. 

Waooaman  then  assented  to  the  motion, 
on  an  understanding  that  to-morrow  he  would 
again  call  op  the  buL 

SkasutiiBe  Patronage— Smetalt, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
repeal  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  act 
to  lunit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  officers 
therein  named. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  BsNTox  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instracttoas  to  confine  the  operation  of 
the  third  section  to  the  class  of  officers  named 
in  the  first  section ;  and  in  other  sections  to 
make  such  changes  as  would  conform  the  hill 
ifi  the  bill  of  1826.  He  wished  to  avoid  touch- 
iog  in  any  way  the  power  oi  the  President  to 
make  removals. 

Mr.  Oaihoto  remarked  that  the  difference 
between  the  two  bills  was  merely  Verbal.  The 
bill  implies  the  power  of  removal  in  the  Prera- 
dent.  MX.  0.  raad  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Ben- 
Tov,  to  show  that  the  committee  then  thonght 
that  the  President  had  no  power  to  remove 
from  office  those  appointed  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  without  the 
concorrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Webbtbb  wished  the  bill  to  be  made  pre- 
cisely to  conform  to  the  third  section  of  the 
bill  of  1826.  He  wished,  instead  of  recommit- 
tal, Uiat  the  bill  should  be  amended  by  general 
consent 

)&.  Lnaa  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sonroe 
whenoe  the  President  derived  the  power  of  re- 
moval. He  was  willing  that  the  bill  should  be 
amended  to  oonfixrm  to  the  wishes  of  the  Sen- 


[FEBBnUT,  ISS, 

ator  from  Missouri.  Believing  that  this  ti!i 
went  beyond  that  of  1826,  by  indndingaUmi- 
tary  officers,  he  was  desirona  to  have  it  mai- 
ed  m  that  reqieot  without  reocmmutaatt. 

Mr.  OomBKBT  said  Hat  the  qnotioB  mr 
oame  in  anew  aq>ect  He  woiild  deanft 
have  the  bill  reoomnutted. 

M>.  Wbbsteb  said  he  wished  the  M  to  h 
recommitted,  and  he  would  vote  for  thit  molki 
withont  the  instructions.     The  bill  tni^l  U 
recommitted,  and  if  the  Senate  wonld 
permission,  the  committee  could  at,  aod 
the  amendments  in  fifteen  minutes. 

The  motion  to  recommit,  was  decided  in  tb 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Clayton  then  expressed  a  hope  thit  6* 
instructjons  would  not  be  pressed,  or,  if [MKi^ 
would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Bbhton  withdrew  bis  insbnetioBi, 

Mr.  GALBOtnr  refuted  the  billwithnod- 
ments  ccmfonnahle  to  the  onderstandiDgrfi^ 
Senate. 

The  amendments  were  then  ocmcnrred  in. 

Mr.  Hax  moved  to  amend  the  bill  hj 
the  first  clause  of  the  proposition  he  bad 
which  provides  that  all  delibwatioos  on  tsd- 
nations  shall  be  with  open  doors,  and  estei  ^ 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BuoHAHAN  wished  the  ameodmaittobi 
withdrawn.  It  was  too  late  an  hour  to  na^ 
BO  important  an  amendment  He  mn^  ^ 
against  it 

The  question  was  then  taken:  Teiit 
nays  40. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroaied  w> 
third  reading. 


Satdbdat,  February  31. 
MeiatUmt  viiGi  Franee. 
Mr.  SiLBBES  said  he  had  been  reqnestidj' 
present  to  the  Senate  three  memoHalaoot:! 
sulfject  of  our  present  relations  with  fnac^ 
One  of  these  memorials,  he  said,  ^ 
by  between  five  and  six  hundred  of  the  ato« 
of  Salem ;  the  other  two  memorials  were  Otf 
the  towns  of  Marblehead  and  Beveri?,  in  *^ 
State  of  Massadinsetts,  and  bore  the  agutvB 
of  ft  laive  number  of  the  dticens  of  tna» 
towns.  MX.  S.  said  that  n  number  of 
memorialists  had  been  long  pmonalt,''  I:^- 
to  him,  and  that  he  knew  no  in^vidoib.  un 
or  elsewhere,  more  competent  to  form  coiK" 
opinions  upon  the  subjects  to  wbicb  tlie»  ^ 
morials  relate,  or  more  d^tosed  to  pn^t.*^ 
undisguised  and  &ir  exposition  of  tl>^''^ 
ions,  thui  many  whose  names  were  sffi»B» 
these  memorials  ;  and  believing,  sud 
that  the  memorials  express  the  views  nj^ 
memorialists  better  than  I  can  do  it  for  u''^ 
I  move  that  t^ey  be  read.  ^ 
After  the  reading  of  the  msmorii^'^- 
SiLBBU  B«d  that,  as  the  important  nqect  v. 
which  these  memorials  relate  was  not  ih* 
nnder  the  oonsideration  <rf  any  «>iiinii"«  * 
the  Senate^  and  as  Importaot  inteDigeaM  reu>- 
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ing  to  it  (the  harbinger  of  which  had  ah^adr 
reached  ns)  might  be  hoarlT'  expected,  he  woold, 
at  the  BoggesUon  of  aCTeral  ftienda  in  the  Senate, 
moTo  that  th^  he  printed,  and,  for  the  present, 
Ifud  on  the  table. 

Executive  Patronage, 
The  bill  to  repeal  the  first  and  second  sections 
of  the  act  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain 
officers  therein  named  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed  hy  the  following  vote: 

Tzis.— Vessn.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Oal- 
booD,  Clay,  ClaTton,  Ewing,  Frelinghuysen,  Golds- 
borough,  Kent,  Kmg  of  Georgia,  Le^b,  HcKean, 
UsQguin,  Hoore,  Naudain,  Foindexter,  Porter,  Fren- 
tisa,  Presttm,  lU^utB,  Slsbee,  Smith,  Soothard, 
Smift,  TtHnlinson,  T^lor,  Wi^aman,  Webster,  White 
•—81. 

Matb.— Uesan.  Brown,  Bnebanan,  Cutbbert,  Hen- 
dricks, Hill,  Kane,  King  of  AltiN""*,  Enlgbt,  Linn, 
Ifoiris,  BoUdsod,  Bngpes^  Siqdey,  TaUmiuge,  Up- 
ton, Wright— 18. 

BraTichsa  of  the  Mint. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waqqahan,  tiie  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  the  Whole,  the 
bill  to  establish  branches  of  the  mint  of  the 
TTnited  States. 

A  protraeted  and  disonrnve  debate  then  en- 
ened,  in  which  Uessrs.  FsEUirGHirTaEK,  Man- 
odi,  Oalhodit,  Bbhton,  Fobtbb,  Wbbstbb, 
GoLDSBOBOUGH,  Glat,  and  EwiHO,  ptut!dp^»d, 
when  the  principles  of  the  gold  1»11.  of  last 
session  were  folly  gone  into. 

The  question  to  postpone  was  determined  in 
the  negative  by — 

Tus.— Hessrs.  Bell,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Ewhig, 
linghnyseii,  GoldBborougfa,  Hill,  Ki^t,  UcKean, 
Nauddn,  Prentiss,  Robbms,  Smith,  BouthsEd,  Swift, 
l^pton— le. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Brown,  Cal- 
houn, Cutbbert,  Hendricks,  Kane,  King  of  Aiabama, 
Xing  of  Georgia,  Ldgb,  Linn,  Mangum,  Moore,  Mot^ 
ris,  Foindexter,  Porter,  Preston,  Robinson,  Shepley, 
SlBbee,  TsUmidge,  IMer,  Waggaman,  Webster, 
White,  Wright— ST. 

Ifr.  Clat,  witli  a  view  to  test  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate,  moved  its  recommitment  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  with  instmctions  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  aathorize  the  establish- 
ment of  one  brandi  only ;  opon  which  motion 
he  asked  the  yeaa  and  nays,  which  were  order- 
ed, and  were: 

Teas.— Messrs.  Bell,  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
Ewing,  Frelingbuysen,  Goldsboron^,  Hill,  KnJ^t, 
McKean,  Naudain,  Prentiss,  RoU^  Smith,  South- 
ard, Swih,  Tipttm,  Tomlinson— 18. 

Nats. — Umsfb.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Oilboun, 
Cutbbert,  Hendricks,  Kane,  King  of  jUabama,  King 
of  Georp'a,  Leigh,  Linn,  Hangum,  Moore,  Foindex- 
ter, P(Hler,  Preston,  Robinson,  Rugglea.!  Shepley, 
Tallmadge,  Tyler,  Wi«gaman,  WhiteTwt^t— 24. 

ICr.  Olat  then  moved  to  post^ne  the  bill 
tin  Hondi^  next,  and,  on  that  motion,  he  aaked 
the  yeaa  and  nays,  which  were  ozdored,  and 
were— yeas     ni^  22. 


[9Ei(An, 

The  hill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with  the 
amendments,  which  being  ooncarred  in,  the 
bill  was  (wdjBred  to  he  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


TmsDAT,  Fehmary  24. 

Public  Printer. 

Mf.  Fbbston  stated  that  he  had  given  notice 
that  he  should  to-day  call  nj>  his  resolution  con- 
cerning the  election  of  a  printer  for  the  Senate. 
Bat,  as  he  perceived  that  the  seats  were  tiiin, 
he  would  not  call  up  that  subject  to-day,  nor 
was  he  prepared  to  say  on  what  day  he  should 
move  his  resolatioQ,  although  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  do  so  at  an  early  period. 

Branches  of  the  Mint, 

The  bill  to  establish  branches  of  the  xbShA  ot 
the  United  States  was  read  a  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  provide  by  law  that 
branches  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  ^idl 
bo  estabUahed  as  follows:  one  branch  at  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  for  the  coinage  of  gold 
and  nlver ;  one  branch  at  the  town  of  Ohu-lotte, 
in  Mecklenberg  county,  in  the  State  of  North 
Oarolina,  for  the  coinage  of  gold  only;  and  one 
branch  at  or  near  Bablon^a,  in  Lumpkin  coun- 
ty, in  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  also  for  Via  coinage 
of  gold  only ;  and  to  iq>propriate  snffident  sums 
of  money  for  the  purpose  of  purohadng  rites, 
erecting  saitable  hnildings,  and  completing  the 
necessary  combinations  of  machinery  for  the 
several  branches  aforesaid. 

The  second  section  proposes  to  provide  tliat. 
so  soon  as  the  necessary  hnildings  are  erected 
for  the  purpose  of  well  conducting  the  bnsioess 
of  each  of  the  said  branches,  the  following  of- 
ficers shall  be  appointed  upon  the  nomination 
of  the  President,  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate:  one  saperintendent,  one 
treasurer,  me  assayer,  one  chief  coiner,  one 
melter,  and  one  refiner;  and  that  tiie  superin- 
tendent of  each  mint  shall  engage  and  employ 
as  many  clerks  and  as  many  subordinate  work- 
men and  servants  as  shall  be  provided  for  by 
law,  &c. 

The  third  section  proposes  to  provide  that 
the  officers  and  clerks  to  be  appointed  under 
this  act,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  thereof, 
shall  t^e  oath  and  give  bonds  for  the  faithiiii 
and  diligent  performance  of  the  duties  of  their 
offices. 

Section  fourth  proper  to  provide  that  the 
general  direction  of  the  business  of  the  said 
branches  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  nnder  the  control  and  regolation  of  the 
director  of  tiie  mint  at  Philaddfphia,  snbject  to 
the  approb^ion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, so. 

Section  fifth  proposes  to  provide  that  all  the 
laws  and  parts  of  laws  made  for  the  regulation 
of  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  &c.,  shall  be 
in  fall  force  in  relation  to  each  of  the  branches 
of  tiie  nUnt  pn^osed  to  be  estahUshed  by  this 
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bilL  80  ftr  as  tiie  same  dull  be  applicable  thoe- 

Mr.  BsSTOir  viewed  this  qnestioa  as  one  of 
correacT^ ;  and,  of  all  qaestions  which  aaj 
GoTerDtaent  conld  disonss,  that  was  one  of  the 
most  important  to  the  people ;  for  every  man 
moat  feel  himself  deeply  interested  in  the  cur- 
rency of  his  country.  There  were  now  no  less 
than  six  hundred  banks  in  the  Union  employed 
in  coining  paper  money.  It  was  time  tnft  an 
end  was  pat  to  this  state  of  things ;  that  that 
miserable  trash  shonld  he  utterly  proaoribed. 
He  wished  to  see  the  conntry  retom  to  that 
speoies  of  carrency  which  existed  forfy-five 
yean  ago,  when  the  revenaes  of  the  federal 
Government  were  pMd  in  giAi  and  diver.  He 
looked  apcm  the  passage  of  tiie  gotd  bill  at  the 
last  seauon  as  highly  Important,  and  as  the  first 
step  towards  the  commencement  of  a  sound 
ana  Talnable  circulating  medium — gold  and  sil- 
ver. He  considered  this  as  a  question  of  paper 
on  one  side,  and  gold  on  the  otiier.  He  shoold 
vote  for  the  bill}  but  agiuust  the  recommitment 
of  it. 

Mr.  BuoE  did  not  think  it  practicable  to  es- 
tablish a  currency  of  that  kind  which  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Missouri  had  mentioned. 
Tho  present  question  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  matter.  The  only  qnestlon  now  was, 
whetSier  gold  was  of  more  valne  here  tiian 
elsewhere.  If  it  was  of  more  valne  dsewhwe, 
it  woold  go  out  of  the  country ;  he  oared  not 
what  shape  it  might  be  put  into,  whether  eagles 
or  any  thmg  else. 

Mr.  Knight  s^d  that  he  understood  the  dif- 
ference in  the  exchange  in  gold  between  Kew 
Orleans  and  the  aorthem  cities  was  one  and  a 
quarter  per  oent,  which  was  suflBoient  to  pay 
the  expense  of  its  transportation  to  Philadel- 
phia. 

Mr.  WAOOA.HAN  remarked  that  the  exchange 
might  be  higher  between  Soston,  New  York, 
and  other  northern  ports,  and  New  Orleans, 
than  it  was  between  the  latter  city  and  Bdti- 
more  and  other  Boathern  ports.  The  transport* 
ation  of  bullion  between  the  olties  ci  New 
Orleans  and  Fhiladelpliia  had  always  oost  two 
and  a  half  per  cent.  It  could  not  be  sent  to 
FUladelphia  and  returned  in  less  time  than 
from  fuzty  to  ninety  days.  Then,  it  was  to  be 
remembered,  that  the  interest  upon  that  time 
was  to  be  included  in  the  expense ;  and  interest 
at  New  Orleans  was  8  per  cent. 

Mr.  Brnton  stated  tliat  the  South  and  South- 
west were  put  to  great  inconvenience  in  conse- 
quence of  having  to  send  their  gold  to  Fhila- 
delpliia to  be  coined.  Owing  to  the  great 
expense  of  transportation,  and  the  loss  of  so 
much  time,  the  money  was  frequently  not  re- 
turned; and  the  result  to  tiiose  parts  of  the 
country  was,  that  they  were  thereby  deprived 
of  a  metalHo  onrrency. 

Mr.  Eniobt  sdd  much  stress  had  been  Idd 
on  the  cost  of  transporting  gold  to  Philadelphia 
and  bade  Why  send  it  back,  if  it  was  worth 
more  in  I^uladelphia  than  New  Orleans  t  He 


[f^annuir,lBi 

was  satisfied  that  gdd  was  worth  mm  it  tk 
fbrmer  than  at  the  lattw  placeL 

Mr.  Poamt  observed  that  he  had  not  Inri 
an  argument  that  day  which  went  to  Am 
that  it  was  not  important  to  have  a  mist  » 
tabliahed  at  New  Orleans.  In  his  judgmat 
one  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  Cut  said  that  the  Sraiate  had  beatcid 
that  gold  and  silver  was  one  and  a  quarts  je 
oent.  mgher  in  Philadelphia  than  at  Kev  Oi- 
leans,  and  that  that  percentage  joA  ddnjtd 
the  expense  of  transportation. 

Why  did  a  man,  possessing  a  given  inicis!i: 
of  Spanish  milled  dollars  or  doubloom,  tai 
t^em  to  Fhfladelphi&f  He  (Mr.  a)  wiiki 
loss  to  know.  It  was  to  be  rememboedlk 
tkoae  fcnreign  ooisa  woold  passequal^Mv4 
and  be  received  by  ev^body,  as  the  tmm 
coin  of  the  country.  The  owner  of  ti»  aiB, 
then,  did  not  ship  it  in  order  that  it  migbt 
rendered  current,  because  it  was  abtttdr  n 
Was  not  that  the  fact?  Yes,  it  was.  Tb« 
doubloons  or  Spanish  nulled  dollars  «-ere^ 
ped  to  Philadelphia,  not  because  the;  votli 
not  pass  at  New  Orleans,  but  becaose  the  com 
of  trade  demanded,  or  the  interest  of  conuneK 
recjuired,  that  they  should  be  sent  to  Y^iiH 
phia.  Let  him  suppcse  the  estabHshinei]to(i 
mint  at  New  Orleans,  and  that  those  Sfi^ 
milled  dollara  and  doubloons  were  tramnd 
into  American  silver  and  gold  coin,  wbatvodi 
the  owner  do  with  them  thoit  Gerald  be  it 
more  than  pass  them  aa  he  did  at  praec) 
Oould  he  do  more  than  pass  them  to  psT  dtltf 
under  titie  authority  of  law  ?  What  wonld  be 
do,  then,  but  send  them  to  Philadelphia,  if  t!> 
exchange  and  the  course  of  trsde  vereintiii 
favor!  Was  that  a  delusive  argnmeatf  G<^ 
and  silver  were  now  transported  to  Philidel- 
phia  because  they  were  worth  more  there  ^ 
at  New  Orleans,  He  thought,  under  ill  ^ 
circumstances  of  the  case,  "Uiat  a  braiuh  wB 
at  New  Orleans  was  uncalled  for  and  udmw 
sary.  The  argameuts  which  had  beea 
in  favor  of  it  were,  in  his  o^nkm,  eamj 
fiidladons. 

lb,  Oakhoub  observed  that,  if  fiie  aisontf 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentncl^  ^nm  tff 
thing,  it  proved  too  much.  The  gentianu 
professed  to  be  fond  of  retrenchment;  letl^ 
then,  move  that  the  mint  situated  in  Fbili«^ 
phia  be  abolished.  There  were  many  gei^ 
men  who  would  be  ready  to  second  that  nwti* 
The  United  States  had  taken  a  mooopdru^ 
its  own  hands,  and  evinced  a  dispositiu^ 
cling  to  it.  And  it  was  now  prop«ed  to^ 
ject  those  States  who  had  now  ^plied  to  0* 
greaa  to  grant  them  branch  mints,  toaooniw 
ance  of  that  inoonvenienoe  utd  loss  which  tb^ 
had  so  long  endnred.  The  thing  w»  jost » 
arbitrary  as  if  the  United  States  were  to  bdW- 
take  the  packing  of  all  the  cotton  which  v" 
gnnraintheotmntry,  atalosato  tiie  prt^ 
tor  of  8  per  cent  This  was  a  qnes^  « 
great  magnitude,  of  vital  interest  to  the  SodM) 
and  therefore  deserved  the  most  eeriaa  coa- 
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Btderation.  He  had,  however,  he  was  Bony  to 
tsaj.  seen  more  (terseveriog  oppositioa  made  to 
it  thaa  to  aaj  other  measure  for  the  last  two 
years.  It  was  and  onght  to  be  treated  as  a 
sectional  question,  but,  nevertheless,  as  one 
escalated  to  extend  equal  benefits  to  all  the 
States. 

Kr.  Gut  said,  if  there  had  been  resistance 
on  the  one  side,  there  had  also  been  a  most 
tmparalleled,  and,  he  mnafc  uj,  unbounded 
{wrsererance  on  the  other.  Thu  was  a  seo- 
tionfd  qaestionl  Of  what  sectional  character 
was  it?  The  honorable  Senator  had  talked 
abont  distribntine  eqiuill7  something  that  wonld 
be  beneficial  to  all  the  States.  "When  the  land 
bill  was  under  consideration,  where  then  were 
the  doctrines  of  the  gentleman  in  relation  to 
distributing  the  proceeds  eqaallj  among  all  the 
States  of  this  confederacy?  Sectional  I  What 
was  there  sectional  in  ^e  establishment  of  a 
mint  at  Gharlotte,  or  in  the  remote  bosom  of 
Georna  ?  If  a  proposition  had  heesk  made  to 
estabush  mints  at  some  more  important  points 
of  aJitraotiuL  he  would  have  Toted  for  them 
with  infinit^r  more  Teadineas.  Sectional  I  A 
little  paltQ"  ezpencUtnre  of  some  $16,000  or 
$20,000.  But  the  honorable  Senator  aivned 
that  if  his  (Mr.  0/s)  argument  proved  anything, 
it  proved  that  there  was  no  mint  necessary  at 
alL  Ur.  C.  dissented  entirely  from  the  infer- 
ences drawn  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina on  that  point,  and  would  insist  that  the 
resistance  which  he  made  to  the  establishinent 
of  those  branch  mints  was  based  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  quite  uncalled  for  and  un- 
necessary. He  would  repeat  that,  in  whatever 
lig^t  he  had  viewed  the  meaanre,  he  had  been 
nnaUe  to  cfflne  to  tiaj  other  conduraon  than 
this:  that  it  was.  in  his  humble  Judgment, 
ddunve,  muudled  wr,  calcolated  to  deceive  the 
peo^  to  hold  oat  ideas  which  will  never  be 
realized,  and  as  utterly  unworthy  the  oonnder- 
ation  of  the  Snate. 

Ur.  Oalhouit  expressed  his  astonishment  at 
the  warmth  which  the  honorable  Senator  had 
shown  in  debating  this  question — a  question 
which  he  Qir.  0.)  wonld  repeat,  was  as  much 
sectional  as  any  thing  could  be  in  one  point  of 
view ;  but,  in  another,  it  was  natioiutl.  Let 
gentlemen  say  what  they  would,  tiiis  Govern- 
ment was  bound,  in  his  opinion,  to  establish 
the  mints  which  had  now  been  asked  for. 

The  motion  to  reo(»nmit  the  bill  was  n^a- 
tived. 

Yeas.— Uessrs.  Bell,  Black,  Bndunan,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Swing,  FreUnf^uynen,  Goldsborough,  Hill, 
K^dit,  HdCean,  Hon^s,  Kaud^  Robbhis,  Silsbee, 
&nltti,  Bon^wd,  Swift,  Tipton,  TomUnson,  Webster 
—21. 

Kats. — ^Hessrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Galhoan, 
Cuthbert,  Hendrit^  Kane,  Ejng  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Gewgia,  helAj  Lina,  Wangiim,  Port^,  Prefiton, 
Bobhistm,  Riig{^  Sbc^y,  Talkudge,  Tyler,  Wag- 


[Snum 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  Inll,  was 

decided  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Hessrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Calfaonn, 
Cuthbert,  Hendricks,  Kane,  E3pg  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Leigh,  Lion,  Uangum,  Morris,  Porter, 
Preston,  Rotunson,  Boggles,  Sbepley,  Talknadge, 
Tyler,  Waggaman,  Webster,  WUte,  Wri^t— 24. 

Nats.— Henrs.  Bell,  Blu^  Bucfaaoan,  day,  Clay- 
ton,  Ewing,  FreUn^uyscn,  Ooldsboroti^  ffiU, 
Knight,  K^ean,  Naadain,  Kobbins,  SUd)ee,  Sndth, 
Soathard,  Swift,  Tipton,  T<BnliD8(»i^l9. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  llie  Honse. 


Wbdnxsdat,  Pebmary  35. 
Dutrict  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  last  evening,  being^e  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
the  corporations  «r  washingtcnif  Geo^town, 
and  Alexandria. 

[The  bill  as  reported  granted  $70,000  a  year, 
for  five  years,  to  the  corporation  of  Washing- 
ton; and  $17,600  each  to  the  corporations  at 
Alexandria  and  Georgetown,  for  we  same  pe- 
riod.] 

The  qnesticm  was  taken  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  un,  and  derided  as  follows : 

Tcis.— Keesrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  BniAansn,  Clay, 
Cnthbert,  Ewing,  Frelin^uysen,  Goldsborongh,  Kane, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Oeoigia,  Kni^t, 
Leigh,  Lima,  McKean,  Naadain,  Porter,  Preston, 
BoUiins,  ^bee,  Soathard,  Swift,  Tunlinaoii,  Tyler, 
Waggaman,  Web8teiw-27. 

I^TS.— Heflsrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Onmdy, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Hf^ngnm,  Hon^  Prentiss,  Robin- 
son, Bnggiea^  Shej^y,  Tlphm,  Wright— 14. 


Thdbsdat,  February  26. 

Mr.  Sheflbt  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
honorable  Jonn  Buggles,  elected  a  Senior 
from  the  State  of  Maine,  for  six  years,  com- 
mendng  from  the  4th  Aaj  of  Maroh  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Fremdent 
of  the  United  StatM,  enclosing  .c<^es  of  tibe 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between 
Mr.  llvingston  and  Mr.  Fcnsytb,  and  Mr.  For- 
syth and  &.  Sranrier,  dnce  the  last  comnrani- 
cation.  The  Message  and  documents  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Foreign  RelationB. 

Public  Depotitt, 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  regulate  the  public  deposits. 

[Heie  fdlows  the  bill,  the  pnmrions  of  wUoh 
pear  sofflriently  in  the  debate.] 

Mr.  Websixb  said  that,  in  disoossing  thepro- 
visions  and  merits  of  tUs  Inll,  it  was  necessary 
BO  often  to  allude  to  the  Bsjik  of  the  United 
Staten^  ai^  the  withdraws!  of  the  Goremment 
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depouts  from  that  institiition,  that  he  would 
Uke  occasion  to  say  a  few  words,  and  they 
should  be  very  few,  apon  that  snbject.  In  the 
first  place,  he  wished  to  say  that  be  considered 
the  question  of  renewing  the  bank  charter  as 
entirely  settled.  It  conld  not  be  renewed. 
Public  opinion,  he  thought  very  unfortunately 
for  Uie  conntry,  had  dedded  agunst  it ;  and 
while  there  was  a  strong  and  prevailing  senti- 
ment in  tiie  minds  of  the  0(Hnmtinity  against  a 
measure,  it  was  quite  useless  to  move  such 
measure.  Tor  himself  he  shonld  take  no  part 
in  any  attempt  to  renew  flie  charter  of  the 
bank.  The  people  had  decided  against  its  oon- 
Unuance,  ana  it  must  expire. 

The  bank  must  wind  up  its  affairs ;  its  debts 
must  be  collected,  and  its  circulation  after  a 
while,  entirely  withdrawn ;  and,  when  this 
takes  place,  or  begins  to  take  place,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  the  existing  Qovernment "  experi- 
ment "  will  begin  to  be  put  to  the  proof.  At 

E resent,  fUl  is  fair  weather;  the  question  is, 
ow  will  it  be,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to 
fill  ap  the  Ttnd  oooanoned  by  withdrawing  the 
bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by 
notes  of  the  deposit  banks?  When  these  banks 
shall  be  bron^t  to  rely  on  their  own  means, 
their  own  credit,  and  their  own  facilities; 
when  the  snbstantial  succor  of  a  universally 
accredited  paper  currency,  of  twenty  millions 
in  amount,  shall  be  withdrawn,  then  the  experi- 
ment will  be  put  on  triaL 

It  is  known,  sir,  that  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  in  the  impracticability  of  an  exclusive, 
or  of  a  general  metallic  currency.  Such  a 
cnirency  is  not  suited  to  the  age,  nor  to  com- 
mercial convenience.  The  return  of  the  golden 
ageisadream.  There  will  continue  to  be  banks; 
and  the  mass  of  oiroulation  will  be  a  papw  dr- 
cnlation  of  some  kind ;  and  the  question  will 
be,  whether  State  institationa,  assodated  too- 
ther as  deposit  bonks,  can  ftimish  s  sound  mi 
u^versally  aoaedited  droolation. 

At  present  they  are  not  proved  capable  of 
any  such  thing.  If  a  gentleman  here  wishes 
to  remit  money  to  New  Sugland,  or  to  the 
Ohio  River,  be  certainly  does  not  send  bills  of 
tiie  deposit  bank  of  this  District  If  a  single 
individual  has  done  that,  by  way  of  trying  the 
"  ezperunent,"  he  probably  does  not  repeat  the 
Ixial;  and,  at  any  rate,  the  example  is  not 
generally  follpwed.  Deposit  banks  pay  specie ; 
which  i^  so  far,  very  welL  And  a  person  with 
8  check  on  one  of  those  banks  can  obtfdn 
roecie;  and,  with  that  specie,  he  can  obtain 
bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  And 
this  is  the  process  he  will  go  through,  if  he 
wish  to  remit  money  in  the  shape  of  bank 
notes  to  any  considerable  distance.  In  fact, 
that  18  well  known  to  be  the  only  practice. 
How  this  is  to  be  effected,  when  there  shall  be 
no  longer  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
to  be  had,  rem^s  to  be  seen. 

I  have  said,  sir,  the  day  of  trial  has  not 
come,  and  that  all  as  yet  seems  clear  weather. 
Bat  I  havQ  receutiy  learned  some  synq>tomB  of 


approaching  squalls;  some  little  qteeb 
clouds,  at  least,  make  their  appearsace  iboni 
the  horizon.  I  learn,  from  authority  not  to  ^ 
questioned,  that,  within  the  last  week  at  ta 
days,  a  Treasury  warrant  was  drawn  on  i 
deposit  bank  in  one  of  the  cities,  pajabk  in 
another  city.  The  bank  on  which  th«  wirnu 
was  drawn  offered  to  pay  in  a  check  (u  i  Iwl 
in  the  oi^  where  the  warrant  was  wiik; 
and,  when  the  check  was  presented,  it  re 
foond  to  be  made  nayable  in  enrrent  bnk 
notes.  Hera,  I  think,  sir,  there  is,  is Ilan 
sud,  a  small  cloud  darkening  the  ea^  dam 
of  the  new  golden  day  of  onr  currency,  htt 
BO  soon  as  the  present  hour,  Treatmy  dnfQ 
are  thus  offered  to  be  paid  in  curmrt  kii 
notes.  I  have  very  good  reason  to  b^ms:, 
that  other  deposit  banks  draw  their  checks  a 
like  manner,  payable  in  current  bank  mte 
And  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  Seniu 
to  these  occorrences,  not  merely  to  expose  the 
practice,  bat  to  correct  it  also.  I  irish  to  st» 
it  at  the  threshold,  by  deolarinfi  it  ilkgil;  m 
I  have  jffepared  a  sectimi,  whidi  I  timt  ik 
Senate  will  see  the  hnportanoe  of  insertiifE 
this  bilL 

Hr.  Ewma  said  he  had  alwurs  believed  tin 
the  local  banks  would  be  found  unsUe  to  cci; 
on  the  operations  of  the  Gorenunoit,  kt  h 
had  not  expected  that  they  would  ao  socc 
reach  the  pomt  of  &Uure. 

Hr.  Benton  expressed  his  high  in^guttae 
at  the  attempt  to  which  the  Senator  fM 
Hassachusetts  had  alluded,  and  was  mij  u 
go  as  far  as  that  Senator,  if  not  ftrtber,  v 
prevent  any  recurrence.  He  was  dispraed  u 
go  so  fiu*  as  to  hold  np  to  the  public  the  offiH 
of  any  of  the  banks  which  had  thus  acted. 

Hr.  B.  said  that  the  fact  stated  by  the  cal]^ 
man  tram  Hassachusetts,  he  apprehended  to  k 
ashehadrepmentedit;  and  he  took  the  «» 
sion  to  express  his  highest  indignation  it  i>; 
and  he  was  willing  to  go  as  far,  or  £Brthertha 
any  other  gentieman  to  prevent  it  WhenS^- 
G&Uatin.  in  1811,  made  arrangements  for  pi;- 
ment  of  all  Treasury  warrants,  he  expK&j 
required  them  to  be  pud  in  gold  and  d^; 
This  arrangement  was  what  he  expected  at  to 
time ;  and  he  would  not  only  concnr  iii 
amendment,  but  be  would  go  nirther,  andM* 
cur  in  an  inquiry  why  t£ere  had  bees  sij 
relaxation  from  what  he  thought  last  jui 
would  have  been  the  system  adopted. 

Hr.  LnoH  sud  that  so  oda  vbo  taer  tat 
views  and  opinions  (tf  the  faoxwable  geaHtaa 
from  Hissonri  on  this  sul^ect,  would  fed  so- 
prised  at  the  expression  ol:  his  indignatku  w 
regret  at  such  a  departnro  from  the  prin#a 
he  has  advocated.   All  believe  that  the 
man  wishes  to  restore  a  hard-money  cmreKT! 
but  he  (Hr.  L.)  had  not  been  so  sangoiiu 
the  practicability  of  restoring  it  so  sudden^ 
the  nonorable  gentieman  thought  it  coold  » 
done.   He  begged  leave  to  ask  the  gentian* 
whether  he  thought  it  practicable  to  wstW' 
hard-money  correnoy  by  the  action  oi 
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Govermnent,  If  the  States  persisted  in  their 
present  hanking  Bystem,  and  when  there  was 
Btich  an  inorease  in  banking  capital  in  so  many 
of  the  States.  In  order  to  restore  snch  a  cnr- 
rency,  he  tiionght  it  indispensable  that  the  State 
hanking  system  should  be  diminiahed.   In  Yir- 

C'o,  where  there  is  as  much  hoatilitj  to  the 
k  of  the  United  States,  and  where  the  bank- 
ing system  generally  is  as  nnpopolar  as  it  is  in 
say  State  of  the  Union,  an  effort  has  recently 
been  made  to  sopply  the  Toid  to  be  occasioned 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  United  Statea  Bank 
bills,  thongh  he  was  glad  to  say  it  had  not  been 
adopted.  He  believed  there  was  no  power  on 
earth  which  oonld  prevent  this  paper  system, 
if  the  State  banking  system  continned  to  pre- 
Tul,  He  voted  last  year  for  the  bill  reducing 
the  standard  of  gold,  bnt  not  in  reference  to  iti 
preventing  excessive  issues  of  paper;  for,  if 
yoQ  have  a  twenty  dollar  bill,  yon  woold  have 
ft  right  to  claim  gold  for  it  to  the  amonnt 
ib»  nominal  value  of  the  ^Id,  whether  the 
Btandard  had-  been  one  in  nzteen,  or  one  in 
thirty-two.  The  truth  was.  that  paper,  being 
the  cheaper  currency,  would  always  expel  the 
dearer  currency,  do  what  you  will 

Mr.  Behton  said  that,  with  regard  to  the 
inquiry  which  had  been  made  of  nim  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  it  addressed 
itself  to  a  subject  npon  which  be  eould  not  be 
supposed  to  have  been  indifferent.  For  some 
years  he  had  tamed  his  attention  to  the  subject 
of  currency,  and  he  had  looked  at  the  difficulty 
mggested,  as  the  gentleman  did.  He  look^ 
to  uie  co-operation  of  the  State  €tovemments 
as  highly  necessary  to  the  attdnment  of  the 
great  object,  but  not  as  the  only  means.  He 
fooked  to  the  action  of  the  State  GoTemmmts 
as  the  most  ready  means  of  checking  this  most 
inor^nate  paper  system.  But  if  a  man  would 
cast  his  eye  over  the  United  States,  and  look 
at  the  great  advances  which  had  been  madis  in 
public  sentiment  in  this  particular,  he  would 
see  that  there  was  hardly  a  State  in  which 
movements  had  not  been  made  against  the 
paper  system :  and,  Mr.  B.  s^d,  in  his  State 
there  was  not  now  a  single  bank ;  the  Jjega- 
latnre  of  the  State  had  lately  refiised  to  charter 
one ;  and  the  Governor  said,  if  one  wore  char- 
tend,  he  would  use  bis  veto  power  upon  it. 
So  whfdeeome  a  state  of  things  in  the  pablio 
mind  would  trad  to  get  rid  of  the  paper  system. 
Bnt  this  was  not  the  wily  mode  oS  getting  a 
metallie  ODireney  fiv  common  purposes.  There 
was  one  measure  to  restore  a  ^>ecie  currency, 
for  the  origin  oi  which  he  would  have  to  go 
back  to  the  Congress  of  1789,  when  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Government  were  required  to  be 
collected  in  gold  and  silver ;  he  placed  great 
reliance  on  uie  action  of  the  States,  and  upon 
returning  to  the  system  of  '69.  But  there  was 
another  remedy  in  the  bands  of  Congress, 
which  could  and  would  be  effectnal.  As  to 
the  cheap  currency,  it  was  cheap  to  those  who 
iaaned  it^  bnt  dear  to  those  who  used  it. 
Mr.  LiittB  uid  be  need  the  ezpreodoi  in  tiiat 
TouZn>-10 


sense.  He  took  ft  to  be  an  axiom  in  political 
economy,  that  the  two  currencies  could  not 
exist  together,  because  the  one  was  cheap  and 
the  other  dear,  and  therefcn-e  the  one  would 
necessarily  expel  the  other.  The  gentleman 
from  Missouri  depends  upon  the  action  and 
wisdom  of  &»  Statea  to  correct  the  evil ;  bat 
he  does  not  depend  upon  the  action  of  any  (me 
State  to  effSset  it.  If  there  were  no  banks  in 
Missouri  now,  Ur.  L.  ventured  to  8aj  that  if 
her  neighbors,  Blinois,  Indiana,  and  Kentucky, 
did  not  restrain  and'  regulate  their  paper  system, 
she  would  be  driven  to  estabrish  her  own  banks 
in  self  defence.  He  wished  to  impress  ft  on 
tb(»e  who  heuYt  him,  and,  if  pesslhle,  on  the 
whole  nation,  that  there  most  be  a  eombined 
efibrt  of  all  uie  State  GovemmmtS'toprodaw 
a  restoration  to  a  hard-money  system. 

Mr.  Talbuadob  remarked,  witii  respect  to 
the  amendment,  that  if  the  holder  oi  a  warrant 
reqnires  bis  mon^  in  gold  or  sUvet,  he  kai » 
rignt  to  it,  and  therefore  there  ia  no  neeesntj 
fiw  making  a  fannal  ffioaotmeat  ot  what  is  now 
the  law. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wbbstbb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  section,  requiring  that  each  of  iht 
deposit  banks  shall  retain  within  its  vaults 
gold  and  silver,  which,  with  the  balanees  due 
to  them  from  specie-paying  banks,  shall  amount, 
in  the  wliole,.  to  one-fifth.  *>(  the*  whole  amount 
of  its  notes  and  respon^ilities. . 

Mr;  BxHTOK  wiahed  on»-fbnrttt  to  be  substi- 
tuted ft>r  one-Alth,  to  whMi  Ifir.  Wxbstib  as- 
sented; 

Mr.  Ewiso,  If r.  Sanm,  Ifr.  Buouirair,  and 
Mr.  KmoHTj  made  some  vemaito  on  the  DiUj 
and,  (m  motion  Vi,  Vkbbibb,  tbe  yeas  and 
naya  were  ordered  on  &e  motion  to-  insert  (in 
the  blank)  one-foarth.  Tba  qnestimi  was  de- 
dded  as  foIlowB : 

Tub. — Messrs.  Benton,  Bibb,  Brown,  Oalhoan, 
CUTton,  Ewing,  Ooldsborough,  Hendricks,  HoKean, 
Poindcxter,  Porter,  Robbins,  Smith,  Southard,  Tip- 
ton, TomlinBOn,  Wnite — W. 

Nats.— UesBia  Msek,  Bachanm,  Cutbbert,  Fre- 
linghuTseo,  Hill,  Kane,  Kent,  King  of  Alriwma, 
KiUgfat,  Leigh,  lian,  Frentias,  Fierton,  Bobioson, 
Socles,  Bhepley,  TttllmMlge,.  Waggunan,.  Webster 
— U». 

The  blmk  was  {hen  filled  with  ons-fifth. 

Mr.  Taixjudgb  moved  an  amendmmt^  so  as 
to  ban  it  read  that  the  banks  ahsold  have  thia 
amonnt  d  gpetAo  on  hand  when  the  mcmtUy 
retams  were  made. 

The  ammdment  wae  negatived. 

The  ameadment,  as  amendedj  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mx.  Taluiadok  moved  to  amend,  by  intro- 
ducing a  pBovision  into  Ae  bill  to  enable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  select  an  addi- 
tional bank  ef  deposit  in  any  pkce  where  such 
additional  bank  or  banks-  shall  be  necessary. 
Nenttind. 

13k«  bill  was  reputed  to-tiie  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  tin  amendments  (with  tlua  exception 
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of  the  one  regarding  the  amonnt  of  apede  on 
hand)  were  oononrred  in. 

Oa  the  amendment  reqairing  that  one-fifth 
of  the  foods  of  the  bank  should  be  retiuned  by 
the  bank,  ]fr.  Shiplbt  asked  the  yeas  and 
najTB ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were ; 

TxAA—Meaan.- Benton,  Bibb,  Blade,  Bacbanan, 
Oalhonn,  dayton,  Cuthbert,  Ewing,  Gddgborough, 
Eendricks,  'King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Leigli,  Lion, 
HcKean,  Mangiim,  Polndaxter,  rtnler  PrcmtiBS, 
Freaton,  Boblnns,  Robinson,  Southard,  Tomlinson, 
/Wugaman,  Webster,  White— 27. 

IUyb. — Heflsrs.  Hilt,  Bugles,  Shepley,  Tallmadge, 

Mt.  BuoBAiTAir  said  be  intended  to  vote 
against  the  engrosnnent  of  this  bill ;  and,  that 
tliere  might  be  no  misorautmotion  of  his  rea- 
sons for  this  determination,  he  would  state 
distinotly  the  sole  cause  whj  be  oonid  not  give 
it  bis  sopport. 

The  bill,  in  his  opinion,  had  been  greatly  im- 
proTed  by  the  amendments  which  had  been 
adopted.  .  He  vaa  opposed  to  investing  the 
Treasory  Department  with  any  discretion  in 
regard  to  the  d^oidt  banks  irhioh  was  not 
abaolntdy  necessary.  Their  duties  should  be, 
as  &r  as  poaaiU^  dlsUnctly  defined  1^  law. 
This  we  owed  not  only  to  the  Department 
ttsell^  but  to  the  ooontry.  The  amendments 
had,  in  several  important  particulars,  accom- 

Slisbed  this  purpose;  they  had,  in  a  great 
egree,  supplied  the  defects  in  the  orinnal  bill, 
why,  then,  it  might  be  asked,  f£ould  he 
vote  og^nst  itf  His  answer  was,  simply,  be- 
cause it  required  these  banks  to  pay  two  per 
cent,  interest  on  the  deposits.  Now  it  might 
be,  and  jprobab^  was  true,  tliat  the  bauka  in 
the  UiddlA  and  Eastern  States  would  be  able  to 
bear  this  burden.  Bat  what  was  Uie  case  in 
the  South-western  States  t  la  that  iKMrtion  of 
tiie  Union,  the  Government  received  large  sums 
of  money  which  must  be  depodted  in  their 
local  banks.  There  was  a  constant  drain  upon 
these  banks  to  supply  the  fimda  necessary  to  l>e 
expended  by  the  Government  in  the  middle 
and  eastern  cities.  This  caused  the  rate  of 
exchange  to  be  always  against  New  Orleans, 
and  that  portion  of  the  Union.  Under  this  bill 
it  was  made  thd  doty  of  the  deposit  banks  to 
transfer  the  funds  of  the  Government  to  any 
point  where  it  became  necessary  to  expend 
them.  TUa  du^  they  ought  to  perfisrm.  Kr. 
B.  felt  confident,  howevw,  ooth  from  the  nature 
of  the  bouness  wid  the  information  be  had 
received  from  gentlemen  of  the  South  and  the 
West,  that  their  banks  would  not  be  able  to 
bear  the  charge  of  tranri'erring  these  funds,  and 
also  pay  interest  upon  the  deposits  at  the  rate 
of  two  per  cent  The  inevitable  consequence 
wonld  be,  that  the  Government  could  not,  in 
that  portion  of  the  Union,  get  sound  and  solvent 
banks  to  accept  the  deposits  upon  the  terms 
prescribed  by  this  bill.  The  Treasury  Deport- 
ment would  thus  be  embarrassed  in  its  opera- 
tions, and  heavy  evraitual  losses  might  be  sus- 
tuned  by  the  United  States.    Surely,  said 


[FnxDiBi,  lgS&. 

Mr.  B.,  if  two  per  cent,  interest  on  the  iepMs 
be  enough  to  demand  from  the  banks  at  Nsr 
York  or  Boston,  it  is  too  much  to  exact  fr«i 
those  at  New  Orleans.  There  is  no  equiitj^ 
there  is  no  justice,  in  subjecting  than  to  tie 
same  charge.  Whilst  the  one  class  of  buti 
most  be  constantly  tranamittiug  fluids, 
other  are  constantly  receiving  them.  For  tiiL« 
reason,  and  this  alraw,  he  ahonld  be  oampellel 
to  vote  ag^jisi  ths  bUL 

The  mil  was  Gffdared  to  be  ongrowsd  lyto 
fdlowing  vote : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Benton,  BUck,  CUboim,  Cattbe; 
Swing,  Ooldabonragii,  King  Kd  Georgii,  Ksip', 
Ldgh,  lino,  Mangnm,  P<riBdiBZtar,  Farter,  FKui^ 
Preston,  Robhison,  Boothard,  TomSaKM,  Wdsa, 
White— 20. 

Xats.— Hessra.  BiU>,  Brown,  Bndiuin,  Bes- 
dricks,  Hill,  Kane,  King  of  AlaUou,  Jloni^ 
glea^  SbiBfiej,  Tallmadge^  Hilton— 11 


IbiDAT,  FelHiury  VI. 

Ur.  Bwrao  rose  and  aud  that,  at  the  li!! 
session,  his  colleague  (Kr.  Hokbis)  pree::r: 
to  the  Senate  certain  reeolntifms,  adi^pttd 
the  Leffialatnre  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  i^-^ 
the  recharter  of  the  United  States  Bant 
tainin^  tbe  ooaree  of  the  administratioi,  k- 
opposiog  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  s{)propii^5  i 
for  a  limited  time,  the  proceeds  of  the  pii^ 
labds.   These  resolutions  were  read,  lau  ^]  , 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  He  ^ 
now  the  dn^  to  perform  of  preeentiiig  cei^  , 
reaolutionSf  recently  adopted  in  the  L^^dtf" 
of  Ohio,  readnding  the  nsohitioiis  jruaSA 
at  the  IsBt  session.  He  moved  thst  these 
lutions  also  be  read,  laid  on  tl»  taU^ 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  apmd  ta  | 

Expurgation  (^f  the  Journal  . 

The  resolution,  offered  some  tame  nuK  ^  I 
Mr.  Beoton,  to  expunge  ftom  the  joorai;! 
the  Senate  the  resolutions  of  the  last  \ 
on  the  Butiject  of  the  enoroachmeDt  of 
Execative,  was  taken  up  for  oooaderatkin. 

The  resolution  was  read  by  the  Seoteair.'-i 
the  following  words : 

"JSeMbsd;  nut  the  reaohitloii  adoptea  br^ 
Senate  OD  the  S8th  Aiy  of  Ibroh,  in  the  yeir 
in  the  foUowbig  woida,  *  JZuo/Mtf,  That  tbe  Frev 
dent,  in  the  late  executive  prooeedinp  in 
the  puUio  revenue,  has  assumed  uptui  hinstu  f^  ; 
tbority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  consiini'' 
and  laws,  but  m  derogtUon  of  both,'  be.  JJ 
same  bereby  is,  ordered  to  be  expanged  fiw  j'^ 
journals  of  the  Senate ;  becaoso  tha  mi  t«^'=J 
is  iUegal  and  nqjust,  ct  evil  euonpl^  '^^"^ 
vague,  expresring  a  criminal  dia^wilhost^ 
caUon;  and  was  inegularly  and  uiKXMa«u'»*\ 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  in  subversioa  of  1^ 
of  defence  which  belong  to  an  aoouaed  ud 
able  officer;  and  at  a  tSae  and  amlBraw™*^ 
to  endanger  the  political  li^Ui^  aad  M  iqF*'" 
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interesta  of  the  people  of  the  United 


Ht.  Bkhtoit  said  &ai  llie  TMolntton  wliioh 
he  bad  offered,  though  resolved  upon,  as  he  had 
heretofore  stated,  vithont  oonsnltation  with 
aaj  person,  was  not  resolved  upon  without 
great  deliberation  In  his  own  mind.  The 
criminating  resolution,  which  it  was  his  object 
to  ezponge,  was  presented  to  the  Senate,  De- 
cember 26U1, 1838.  The  Senator  from  Kentnok;' 
who  introduced  it  (Hr.  Out)  oommenoed  a 
diacnscdon  of  it  on  that  day,  which  was  con- 
tinued throngh  the  months  of  Jannary  and 
Februarr,  and  to  the  end,  nearly,  of  the  month 
of  March.  The  vote  was  taken  npon  the  26th 
of  Maroh :  and  about  a  fintidght  thereafter  he 
nmonnoed  to  the  Senate  Ida  Intention  to  oom- 
menoe  a  aexka  of  motlmu  for  expnng^  the 
resolntion  from  the  JoomaL  Her^  then,  were 
nearlr  foor  months  for  conriderahon ;  for  the 
deduon  was  expected ;  and  he  had  very  anz- 
ionsly  oonridered,  daring  that  period,  all  the 
difficnlties,  and  all  the  proprieties,  of  the  step 
which  he  meditated.  Was  the  intended  motion 
to  clear  the  joamal  of  the  resolution  right  in 
itself?  The  convictions  of  his  judgment  told 
him  that  it  was.  "Was  expnrgation  the  proper 
mode  1  Tes ;  he  was  thorou^lj  satisfied  that 
that  was  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  in  this 
case.  For  the  criminating  resolution  which  he 
wished  to  get  rid  <it  comimned  all  the  oharao- 
tertstios  or  a  case  which  required  erAaure, 
olditeration,  blotting  out;  for  it  vu  a  case, 
as  he  heUeved,  of  the  exercise  of  power  with- 
out authority,  withont  even  jurismotion ;  ille- 
gal, Irregnlar,  and  unjust.  Other  modes  of 
annulling  the  resolution,  as  rescinding,  revers- 
ing, repealing,  could  not  be  proper  in  such  a 
case ;  for  they  would  imply  rightful  jurisdiction, 
a  lawful  authority,  a  legal  action,  though  an 
erroneous  jadgment  Alt  that  he  denied.  Be 
denied  the  authority  of  the  Senate  to  pass  snob 
a  resolution  at  all ;  and  he  affirmed  that  it  was 
unjust,  and  contrary  to  the  truth,  as  well  as 
contrary  to  law.  This  being  his  view  of  the 
resolution,  be  held  that  the  true  and  proper 
course,  the  parliamentary  course  of-  proceeding 
in  such  A  case,  was  to  expunge  it 

But,  said  Hr.  B.,  it  is  objected  that  the  Senate 
has  no  right  to  expun^  any  thing  firom  Its 
Journal ;  that  it  is  required  by  the  constitution 
to  keep  a  journal ;  and,  being  so  required,  could 
not  destroy  any  part  of  it.  This,  said  Mr.  B., 
is  sticking  in  the  bark,  and  in  the  thinnest  bark 
in  which  a  shot,  even  the  smallest,  was  ever 
lodged.  Yarions  are  the  meanings  of  the  word 
keep,  used  as  a  verb.  To  keep  a  Journal  is  to 
write  down,  daily,  the  history  of  what  yon  do. 
For  the  Senate  to  keep  a  journal  is  to  cause  to 
be  written  down,  eve^  day,  the  aooonnt  of  its 
jHKKweffinga;  and,  baring  done  tiaJt^  the  oonsti- 
tutional  injunction  is  sMisfied.  The  oonstita- 
tSxm  was  satisfied  by  entering  thia  erindnating 
resolation  on  the  Journal ;  it  will  he  equally 
satis0ed     entering  the  txpm^itg  reKfldtion 


on  the  same  JoumaL  In  each  case  the  Senate 
keeps  a  journal  of  its  proceedings. 

It  is  objected,  also,  that  we  have  no  right  to 
destroy  a  part  of  the  journal;  (md  that  to  ex- 
punge is  to  dertaroy  and  to  prevent  the  expunged 
part  &om  being  known  in  faturo.  Not  so  the 
fact,  said  Mr.  B.  The  matter  expnnged  is  not 
deslToyed.  It  is  incorporated  in  the  expunging 
resolution,  and  lives  as  long  as  that  lives ;  the 
only  effect  of  the  expurgation  being  to  express, 
in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  the  opinion  that 
suc^  matter  ought  never  to  have  been  put  in  the 
Journal. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  support  these  positions 

authority,  the  authority  of  eminent  exam- 
ples ;  and  would  cite  two  cases,  out  of  a  multi- 
tude that  might  he  adduoed,  to  show  that  ex- 
punging was  the  proper  ooorse,  the  pariia- 
mentary  course,  in  such  a  case  as  the  one  now 
b^bre  the  Soi^  and  that  &e  eroonged  matter 
was  incorporated  and  preserved  m  the  expung- 
ing resolution. 

Mr.  B.  then  read,  from  a  volume  of  British 
Parliamentaiy  Hist^,  the  celebrated  case  of 
the  Middlesex  election,  in  whidi  the  resolution' 
to  expel  the  famous  John  Wilkes  was  expunged 
from  the  journal,  but  preserved  in  tiie  e^mrga- 
tory  resolution,  so  as  to  be  Just  as  well  read 
now  as  if  it  had  never  been  blotted  out  from 
the  Journals  of  the  British  House  of  Oommons. 
The  resolution  ran  in  these  words :  "  That  tiie 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  17th  February, 
1769,  '  that  John  Vilkes,  Esq.,  having  been,  in 
this  session  of  Pariiameot:  ei^ielled  tms  Hooa^ 
was  and  is  incapable  of  bting  elected  a  monher 
to  serve  in  the  present  Parliament,^  be  expunged 
from  the  Joumala  of  this  House^  as  being  sub- 
versive of  the  rie^ts  of  the  whole  body  of 
electors  of  this  kioffdom."  Such,  sud  Mr.  B., 
were  the  terms  of  me  expunging  resoluticm  in 
the  case  of  the  Middlesex  election,  as  it  was 
annually  introduced  from  1769  to  1783,  when 
it  was  finally  passed  by  a  vote  of  near  three  to 
one,  and  the  clause  ordered  to  be  expunged  was 
blotted  out  of  the  Journal,  and  obliterated,  by 
the  clerk  at  the  table,  in  the  presence  of  the 
whole  House,  which  remained  sUent,  a&d  all 
buuness  suspended  until  the  oblitmtioa  was 
oompkte.  Yet  the  history  of  the  ease  is  not 
lut.  Though  blotted  out  of  <nie  part  of  the 
journal,  it  is  saved  in  another ;  and  nere,  at  the 
distance  of  half  a  oentuiy,  and  some  thousand 
miles  from  London,  the  wh<de  case  is  read  as 
fiilly  as  if  no  such  operation  had  ever  been  per- 
formed upon  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  another  ohjeotion  to 
his  motion  which  he  would  notice,  because  it 
went  to  the  substance  of  his  proceeding;  it 
was  the  objection  brought  forwud  some  weeks 
ago  at  the  presentation  of  the  Alabama  instruc- 
tions to  her  Senators  on  the  subject  of  thia 
motion,  and  which  tock  it  up  as  a  question  of 
dignity  to  the  Senate.  It  seemed  to  be  oon- 
sidered  as  an  attack  upon  the  dignity  of  the 
Smate.  Not  ao  the  fact  The  motion  Is  not 
intended  to  degrade  the  Senate;  not  intendad 
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to  impair  its  dignitj';  nor  will  sach  be  tbe 
effect,  bat  the  contrarj.  Tme  dignity  is  best 
coDsnlted  in  eorrectins  errors,  and  in  listening 
calmly  to  the  voice  which  tmdertakes  to  show 
tiie  existence  of  errors  which  reqoire  correc- 
tion. Trae  dlgnit7  requires  ihU  Senate  to 
Usten  to  this  motioa  with  calmness  and  patience^ 
M  the  British  Honse  of  Oommwu  listened  to 
the  motions  to  ezponge  the  f^moos  Middlesex 
resolntions  from  tiieir  jonmals,  and  as  tbe 
llasBaicbiisetts  Senate  listened  to  the  motion  to 
ezpange  from  their  journals  the  rest^ntions 
Adopted  In  a  season  of  great  excitement,  and 
which  a  season  oS  calmness  made  all  feel  ought 
never  to  have  been  pat  there.  This  is  what 
tme  dignity-  reqnired  from  the  Senate  uid  he 
trusted  it  was  what  the  Senate  ironld  M  found 
to  exhibit. 

A  year  ago,  s^d  6.,  the  Senate  tried 
PnridMit  Jackson ;  now  the  Senate  itself  is  on 
trial  nomfatally  before  itself:  bnt  la  reality 
before  America,  Enrope,  and  posterity.  We 
shall  siva  our  Tmoea  is  omr  own  ease ;  we  dull 
Tote  for  at  against  this  mottoo,  and  the  entry 
vpon  the  record  will  be  according  to  the  ma- 
jority of  voices.  Bnt  th^  is  not  tbe  end,  bat 
tbe  be^^nning  of  onr  triaL  We  shall  be  judged 
1^  others ;  %  tbe  pnblie,  by  the  present  age, 
and  by  all  posterity  t  The  proceemngs  of  this 
case,  and  of  this  day,  will  not  be  limited  to  the 
present  age ;  they  will  go  down  to  posterity, 
and  to  the  latest  ages.  President  Jackson  is 
not  a  character  to  be  forgotten  in  history.  His 
name  is  not  to  be  ctmfined  to  the  diy  catalogue 
and  official  Bomendatore  of  mere  American 
Fresidanta.  like  &e  great  Bomans  who  at- 
tained the  oonsnlsh^  not  by  the  paltry  arts  of 
deotioneerinft  bnt  throngh  a  aeries  ot  lllos- 
triooB  deeds,  his  name  mil  live,  not  for  tiie 
offices  he  fiUed,  hot  for  the  deeds  whidi  he 
performed.  He  is  the  first  Frsrident  that  has 
ever  received  the  condemnation  of  the  Senate 
for  the  violation  <3i  the  laws  and  l^e  constita- 
tion,  the  first  whose  name  is  borne  npon  the 
joamals  of  the  American  Senate  for  tbe  viola- 
tion of  that  oonstitation  whi<^  he  is  sworn  to 
observe,  and  of  those  laws  which  he  is  boond 
to  see  faithfully  exeoated.  Snch  a  oondemna- 
tion  cannot  escape  the  observation  of  history. 
It  will  be  read,  conridered,  judged!  when  tiie 
men  ot  this  day,  and  the  pamons  of  this  hour, 
diall  have  passed  to  eternal  repose. 

Before  he  inooeeded  to  the  expodUon  ol  the 
ease  which  he  intended  to  make,  he  wished  to 
avul  himself  of  an  aigument  which  had  been 
oontdosive  dsewhere,  and  which  he  tmsted 
could  not  be  without  effect  in  this  Senate.  It 
was  tbe  argument  of  public  opinion.  In  the 
ease  of  the  Middlesex  election,  it  had  been 
decisive  with  the  British  Honse  of  Commons. 

Mr.  B.  then  tools  up  a  volume  of  British  Par- 
liamentary History  for  the  year  178S,  the  22d 
Tolame,  and  read  various  passages  from  pages 
1407,  1408,  1410,^  1411,  to  show  the  stress 
whi<ui  had  been  laid  on  the  argument  of  public 
o^nitm  in  favor  of  expunging  the  Middleaez  I 


resolutions,  and  tiie  deference  whidi  wu  pud 
to  it  by  tbe  House,  and  by  members  who  U, 
until  then,  opposed  tbe  motion  to  expunge.  Et 
read  first  from  Mr.  Wilkes's  opening  qmcb,  m 
renewing  his  annual  motion  for  the  fonrtfiodi 
time,  as  follows: 

**If  the  people  of  En^and,  sir,  have  it  injtiiM 
eiplidtiy  and  flilly  dedued  an  oprntn  nsfK&^t 
momentons  constitatioDsl  iqnestimi,  it  has  bttn  ■ 
regard  to  the  Wddlesex  election  in  1^68."  ■  *  • 
*  "  Tbeir  vsioe  iras  never  heard  ia  t  note  dai  mi 
distinct  maimer  thaa  on  this  point  of  tiw  flnt 
tudo  for  all  the  electwa  <tf  the  Uifdm,  nd  IM 
will  now  be  beard  &vonblf 

He  then  read  from  Mr.  Fox's  speech.  Kr. 
Fox  had  heretofore  opposed  the  ezpongiif; 
resolution,  but  now  yielded  to  it  in  obedioca 
to  the  voice  of  the  people. 

'*He  (Mr.  Fox)  had  tamed  the  question  oftac 
hia  mind,  and  he  was  still  of  qtinioi  that  die  rwh-  i 
tion  which  gentlemen  wanted  to  ezponge  m  fool- 
ed on  proper  prindples."  •  •  •  •  "Tbsaji 
he  appoKd  tbe  motioii,  be  fUt  venr  Utde  noets 
the  event  of  tiie  qnflstiMi ;  for  wind  be  tml  ^ 
voice  of  tito  people  was  a^inst  the  priviIcge,Hb( 
believed  was  tbe  case  at  preset,  Ite  would  DOtpK- 
serve  the  pririlei^"  ••»••'  The  p*^ 
had  assocaated,  the^  bad  declared  thdr  satiinaititi 
Pariiameot,  and  bad  tan^t  Patliament  to  liaiati 
the  voice  of  their  constituents." 

Having  read  these  passages,  Mr.  B.  said  tb? 
were  the  sentiments  of  an  English  wlug  of  t!:* 
old  school.  Mr.  Fox  was  a  whig  of  tltei^j 
school.  He  acknowledged  the  r^t  of  t!:i 
people  to  instruct  their  representatiTes.  Bi 
yielded  to  the  general  voice  bimseli^  thon^ 
not  specially  iurtmoted;  and  he  nses  t)* 
remarkable  expression  wMoh  admowk^ 
the  duty  of  Parliament  to  obey  the  iriQ  of  w 
people.  "  They  had  declared  their  sentimat! 
to  Parliament,  and  had  taught  Parliament  ^ 
listen  to  the  voice  of  their  oonstitneote." 
sdd  Mr.  B.,  was  fifty  years  ago ;  it  was 
by  a  member  of  Parliament,  vho^  bemdes  bein{ 
tiie  first  debater  of  bis  age,  was  at  tiiat  ttai 
Secretary  at  War.  He  acuowledged  theiaj 
of  Parliament  to  obey  the  voice  of  the  peoffe 
The  son  of  a  peer  of  the  realm,  and  onl;  mi  * 
:  peer  himself  because  he  was  not  the  eldest 
he  still  acknowledged  the  great  democnct 
prin<dple  whidi  lies  at  the  bottom  cf  all  njut 
sentatiTe  Qoverament  After  this,  aftw  *^ 
an  example,  will  American  Senators  be  iiDwiil- 
ing  to  obey  the  people  ?  Will  they  require  . 
people  to  teach  Congress  the  lesson  tIug  j 
Mr.  Fox  says  the  En^ish  people  had  \ 
their  Parliament  fifty  years  ago  I  The  ««• 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  hud  b«a 
heard  on  tbis  subject.  The  elections  dedir» 
it.  The  vote  of  many  L^nslatnres  declared  r. 
From  the  confines  of  the  Bepublic  the  voiM 
of  the  people  came  rolling  in — a  swell'iM  ti^ 
rinng  as  it  flowed — and  covering  the  Csfw 
with  its  mountain  waves.  Can  that  voice  be 
disregarded?  Will  members  of  a  repnMictt 
Oon^raBi  be  lesi  obedient  to      voioe  or  w 
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people  than  were  the  representadTes  of  a  mo- 
narchical HoQse  of  OommoDS  ? 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  the  ttrgnment  of 
his  motion.  He  moved  to  ezponge  the  resolu- 
tion of  March  28, 1884,  from  the  joomals  of 
the  Senate,  becanse  it  waa  illegal  and  nqjost ; 
vague  and  indefinite ;  a  criminal  charge  without 
specification ;  unwarranted  bj  the  ooustitntion 
uid  laws ;  sobTersiTe  of  the  rights  of  defence 
whidi  belong  to  an  accused  and  impeaiAable 
officer ;  of  evil  example  and  adopted  at  a  time 
uid  tinder  oircomBtanoes  to  inTWTO  tiie  pcditi- 
oat  rights  and  the  peonnianr  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  Unitea  States  m  peoaliar  danger 
and  serioos  ii^jary. 

These  reasons  for  ezpon^^g  the  criminating 
resolntion  from  the  joamala,  Mr.  B.  said,  were 
not  phrases  colleoted  and  paraded  for  eflfect,  or 
strong  tcu;ether  for  harmony  of  sound.  They 
were  each,  separately  and  iodividnally,  sub- 
stantive reasons ;  every  word  an  allegation  of 
fact,  or  of  law.  Without  going  fully  into  the 
argument  now,  he  would  make  an  exposition 
which  would  1^  open  his  meaning,  and  enable 
each  allegation^  whether  of  law  or  of  &ct|  to 
be  fblly  understood,  and  replied  to  in  the  sense 
intended. 

1.  Illegal  and  unjust. — Those  were  tb»  first 
heads  under  which  Mr.  B.  would  develop  his 
objections,  he  would  say  the  outline  of  his 
objections,  to  the  resolution  proposed  to  be 
expunged.  He  held  it  to  be  iUe^^,  because  it 
coDtained  a  criminal  charge,  on  which  the  Presi- 
dent might  be  impeached,  and  for  which  he 
might  be  tried  by  the  Senate.  The  resolution 
adopted  by  the  S^aie  is  precisely  the  first  step 
taken  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  bring 
on  an  impeachment  It  was  a  resolution  offered 
by  a  member  in  his  plaoe,  oontiii^ng  a  criminal 
charge  agiunst  an  impeachable  offloer,  debated 
for  a  hundred  days,  and  then  voted  upon  by 
the  Senate,  and  the  officer  voted  to  be  guilty. 
This  is  the  precise  mode  of  bringing  on  on  im- 
peachment in  the  House  of  Representatives ; 
and,  to  prove  it,  Mr.  B.  would  read  from  a 
work  of  approved  authority  on  parliamentanr 
practice ;  it  was  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  Mauuu. 
Mr.  B.  then  read  from  the  Manual,  under  the 
section  entitied  impeachment,  and  from  that 
head  of  the  section  entitled  accusation.  The 
writer  was  giving  the  British  Parliamentary 
practice,  to  which  our  own  constitution  is  con- 
formable. "  The  Oommons,  as  the  gnmd  in- 
goeit  of  the  natbn,  beoame  suitors  tar  penal 
justioe.  The  general  course  is  to  pass  s  r«M^- 
tion  eontaiiUng  a  criminal  oha^  agunst  the 
supposed  deli^nent,  and  then  to  direct  some 
members  to  impeach  him  by  oral  acooaation 
at  the  bar  of  the  Honse  of  Lords,  in  Oie  name 
of  the  Conmions." 

Repeating  a  dai^s  of  what  he  had  read, 
Mr.  B.  said  the  ^neral  course  is  to  pass  a 
criminal  ehaige  against  the  supposed  delinquent. 
This  is  exactiy  what  the  Senate  did ;  and  what 
did  it  do  next  f  Nothing.  And  why  nothing  1 
BecMise  there  was  notbiog  to  be  done  by  them 


but  to  execute  the  sentence  they  had  paneA; 
and  that  they  could  not  do.  Fenal  jtutice  was 
the  consequence  of  the  resolution;  and  a  judg- 
ment of  penalties  could  not  be  attempted  on 
such  an  irr^;ular  proceeding.  The  only  kind 
of  penal  justioe  wmch  thp  Senate  could  inflict 
was  that  of  public  opinion ;  it  was  to  ostracise 
the  President  and  to  expose  him  to  pubUo 
odinm,  as  a  violator  cf  the  laws  and  oonstitn- 
ticm  of  hb  country.  Having  idiown  the  resdn- 
tion  to  be  fllunl,  Mr.  B.  would  ]ntnionnoe  it 
to  be  unjust ;  mr  he  affirmed  the  resohition  to 
be  untrue ;  he  muntained  that  the  President 
had  violated  no  law,  no  part  of  the  constito- 
tion,  in  dismissing  mr,  Duane  frwn  the  Trea»* 
nry,  appointing  Mr.  Taney,  or  caning  the  de- 
posits to  be  removed ;  for  these  were  Uie  ^>ed- 
fications  contuned  in  the  original  resolution, 
also  in  the  second  modification  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  intended  in  the  third  modification, 
when  stripped  of  specifications,  and  reduced 
to  a  vague  and  general  charge.  It  was  in  this 
shape  of  a  geno'al  charge  that  the  resc^ution 
passed.  Ko  new  qm^oattons  were  even  sag- 
gested  in  debate.  The  alterations  were  made 
vclnntarily,  by  the  fiiends  of  the  resolotion.  at 
the  last  moment  of  the  debate,  and  Just  when 
the  vote  was  to  be  taken.  And  why  were  the 
specifications  then  dropped  t  Because  no  ma- 
jori^  could  be  found  to  agree  in  them)  or 
because  it  was  thought  prudent  to  drop  the 
name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stetes  ?  or  for 
both  thes«  reasons  together !  Be  that  as  it  may, 
(said  Mr.  B.,)  tbe  condemnation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  support  of  the  bank,  were  con- 
nected in  the  resolution,  and  will  be  indissolubly 
connected  in  the  public  mind ;  and  the  Presi- 
dent was  nt^nstiy  condenmed  in  the  same  reso- 
lotion that  befirioided  and  sustained  the  canse 
of  the  bank.  He  held  the  oondemnation  to  be 
untrue  in  point  of  fact,  and  therefore  unjust : 
for  he  maintained  that  there  was  no  bresoh  of 
the  laws  and  constitution  in  any  thing  that 
President  Jackson  did,  in  removing  Mr.  Duane, 
or  in  ^pointing  Mr.  Taney,  or  m  causing  tiie 
deposits  to  be  removed.  There  was  no  viola- 
tion of  law,  or  constitution,  in  any  part  of 
these  proceedings ;  on  the  contrary,  the  wh(^ 
country,  and  the  Government  itself,  was  re-- 
deemed  from  the  dominion  of  a  great  and 
daring  moneyed  corporation,  by  the  wisdom 
and  energy  of  these  very  prooeedinga, 

8.  Vague  and  faadefimto ;  &  erinmial  duige 
without  Bpecifloati<Hi. — Snoh  was  Ae  resolo- 
tion, Mr.  B.  said,  when  It  passed  the  Senate ; 
but  such  it  was  not  when  first  introdnoed,  nor 
even  when  first  altered ;  in  its  first  and  seomd 
fi>rnis  it  contuned  specifications,  and  these 
^>eoification8  identified  the  oondemnation  of  the 
President  with  the  defence  of  the  bank ;  in  its 
third  fbrm  these  n>edfioations  were  omitted,  and 
no  others  were  substituted ;  the  bank  and  the  res- 
olution stood  disconnected  on  the  record,  bnt  as 
much  connected  in  fact  as  ever.  The  resolution 
was  reduced  to  a  vague  and  indefinite  form  on 
porpose,  and  in  that  droomstanoe  acquired  a  new 
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cfauttoter  of  iqjoBtice  to  Frendent  Jackson. 
His  acoiuen  shoold  have  qndfied  the  law,  aoA 
tiie  olaase  in  tiie  eonstitatim  whidi  was  vio* 
bted;  ibef  ^oald  have  speoified  the  acta 
whteh  constituted  the  Tiolatton.  This  was  due 
to  the  accused,  that  he  might  kooir  on  vhat 
points  to  defend  himself;  it  was  dae  to  the 
pnbUe,  that  they  might  know  on  what  points 
to  hold  the  accnaers  to  their  responsibility,  and 
to  make  them  aoconntable  for  au  nnjost  accosa- 
tion.  To  sastun  this  position,  Hr.  B.  had 
recourse  to  history  and  example,  and  prodaced 
the  case  of  Mr.  Giles's  acoosatlon  of  General 
Hamilton,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
the  year  17S3.  Hr.  Giles,  he  stud,  proceeded 
in  a  manly,  responsible  manner.  He  niecified 
the  law  and  the  alleged  violations  ol  the  law, 
■o  that  the  Mcatds  of  General  Hamilton  oonld 
■ee  what  to  tiefbndf  and  so  as  to  make  himself 
accoautable  for  the  accusation.  He  specified 
the  law,  which  he  helieTed  to  be  violated,  by 
its  date  and  its  title ;  and  he  specified  the  two 
instances  in  which  he  held  that  law  to  have 
been  infiinged. 

For  the  pnrpose  of  ezpodng  the  studied 
vagueness  of  the  resolntion  as  passed,  detecting 
its  connection  with  the  Bank  ,  of  the  United 
States,  demonstrating  its  criminal  character  in 
twice  retMning  the  criminal  averment,  "dan- 
geroQs  to  the  liberties  of  the  people,"  ana  show- 
fng  the  progressive  changes  it  had  to  nudergo 
before  it  oonld  ooncUiate  a  minority  of  t£e 
voteSf  Hr.  B.  wonld  ediibit  all  thr«e  of  the 
resolutions,  and  read  them  tide  by  side  of  each 
other,  as  they  appeared  before  the  Senate  in  the 
first,  seoond,  and  third  forms  which  they  were 
made  to  wear.  They  wpeared  first  in  their 
embryo,  or  primordial  form;  then  ^ey  as- 
ramed  tlmr  anrelia,  or  chrysalis  state ;  in  the 
third  stage,  they  reached  the  nlitmate  perfec- 
tion of  their  imperfect  nature. 

[The  three  fiftrent  fonu  of  the  senteooa  were 
here  read.] 

Havin{^  ezlubited  the  ori^al  resolution,  with 
its  variations,  Kr.  B.  womd  leave  it  to  othera 
to  explain  the  reasons  of  snoh  extraordinary 
metamorphoses.  Whether  to  get  rid  of  the 
hank  association,  or  to  get  rid  of  the  impeach- 
ment clause,  or  to  oondliate  the  votes  of  all 
who  were  willing  to  condemn  the  iS-esident, 
hat  oonld  not  tell  for  what,  it  was  not  for  him 
to  say ;  hut  cme  thing  he  wonld  ventore  to  say, 
that  the  m^oritgr  who  agreed  in  pasting  a 
general  rest^ntion,  containing  a  criminal  diatve 
against  Prendent  Jaokson,  fat  violating  the 
laws  and  the  oonstitntion,  cannot  now  agree  in 
naming  the  law  or  the  dense  in  the  constitu- 
tion violated,  or  in  spe<ufying  any  act  consti- 
tuting such  violation.  And  here  Hr.  B.  paused, 
and  offered  to  give  way  to  the  gentiemen  of 
tiie  opposition,  if  they  wonld  now  undertake 
to  speoiQr  any  act  whim  Pretident  Jaokson  had 
done  in  violation  of  law  or  constitution. 
0  answer  wm  made.] 


[FKBtDin,!!^ 

The  condemnation  of  the  Preddoit  ia 
B<dnUy  connected  with  the  cause  of  the  but: 
The  first  form  of  the  resolntion  ezhiUted  tbi 
connection ;  the  second  form  did  tin;  tjtij 
«>eech  did  the  same ;  for  every  speech  inon- 
uemnation  of  the  Pretident  was  In  jnstificatiia 
of  the  bank ;  every  speech  in  jostificstko  li 
the  President  was  in  condemnaticm  of  Ibt 
bank ;  and  thus  the  two  objects  wne  l^ticjl 
and  reciprocal.  The  attack  of  one  was  s  k- 
fence  of  the  other ;  the  defence  of  one  vu  the 
attack  of  the  other.  And  thus  it  ccsitiiinedfor 
the  long  protracted  period  of  nearly  one  limi- 
dred  days  —  from  December  26Ui,  1B33,  to 
March  26th,  1834 — when,  for  reascns  not  u- 
plalned  to  the  Senate,  upon  a  private  «hik!u- 
tion  among  the  Mends  of  the  resMatiaa,  the 
mover  of  It  came  forward  to  the  Seamfi 
table,  and  voluntarily  made  t£e  iheniicm 
which  cut  the  connection  betwem  tiie  Indud 
the  resolution  I  bat  it  stood  upon  the  Twori 
by  Btriking  out  every  thing  relative  tc  tk  da- 
missal  of  Mr.  Duane,  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Taney,  and  the  removal  of  the  depoats.  H 
the  alteration  was  made  in  the  record  mlj. 
The  connection  etiU  subsisted  in  &ot,iioTliTii 
in  memory,  and  shall  live  in  history.  Yes,  iir, 
said  Mr.  B.,  addressing  himself  to  the  Pru- 
dent of  the  Senate ;  yes,  sir,  the  oondeioniiiiiii 
of  the  Pretident  was  indissolably  conneciai 
with  tiie  cause  of  the  hank,  with  the  remml 
of  the  depotits,  the  renewal  <^  die  diaTter,a( 
restoration  of  the  depotit&  vindicstioD 
Wr.  Dnane,  tiie  r^eotion  of  2£r.  Tane?,  the  f& 
of  elections,  the  overthrow;  of  Jat^soD's  sc- 
mlnistration,  the  fall  of  prices,  the  distre^ 
meetings,  the  distress  memorials,  die  distrof 
committees,  the  distress  speeches ;  ud  all  tbt 
long  list  of  hapless  measnres  which  sstoni^ 
terrified,  afflicted,  and  deeply  injured  the  cchs- 
try  during  the  long  and  agonized  protrKtic 
of  the  famous  panic  sestion.  All  these  thiif 
are  connected,  said  Mr.  B.,  and  it  becsnu  ^ 
duty  to  place  a  part  of  the  proof  which  isi^ 
lUdied  taa  oonnMtixm  bdbre  tin  Sw^  & 
people. 

Hr.  B.  then  took  up  tlie  ^npendix  to  ^ 
report  made  by  the  Senate's  OommiUM  « 
Finance  on  the  bank,  oommonly  called  Kr- 
Tyler's  report,  and  read  extracts  from 
tions  sent  to  two-and-twen^  branches  of  eIk 
bank,  contemportmeously  with  tiie  propHsc^ 
the  debate  on  the  criminating  resoIuti(His;  tb) 
object  and  effect  of  which,  and  tiieir  oohoh- 
tion  with  the  debate  in  the  S«iate,  would  b| 
quickly  seen.  Premiting  that  the  bank  m 
deepatohed  orders  to  the  same  branches  in  t!» 
month  of  Angast,  and  had  curtailed  $4,066,H>^ 
and  agi^u  in  the  montii  of  October  to  cortw 
$0,626,000,  and  to  increase  the  ratoa  of  Hk" 
exchange,  and  had  e:^resa|^  stated  in  adRxui' 
on  the  17tb  of  that  month,  that  this  radiu^ 
would  place  the  branches  m  a  potitioc  of  eotiN 
security,  Mr.  B.  invoked  attention  to  the  sbowa 
of  orders,  and  their  dates,  which  he  v$s  abooi 
to  read.  EereadpaasaifeBfrcaa^^VTteS^ 
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inclauve.  Ther  vere  all  extracts  of  letters 
from  the  president  of  the  back  in  person,  to 
the  preeideutB  of  the  branches ;  for  Mr.  B.  said 
it  most  be  remembered,  as  one  of  the  peculiar 
features  of  the  bank  attack  upon  the  coantry 
last  winter,  that  the  whole  bnainesa  of  oon- 
dncting  this  cmiiailmen^  and  rwdng  exchanges, 
and  doing  whaterer  it  pleased  wiui  the  com- 
merce^ cnrrenof,  and  boring  of  the  oountry, 
waa  withdrawn  from  the  board  of  directors, 
and  confided  to  one  of  those  oonvenient  com^ 
mittees  of  which  the  president  ia  ex  officio 
member  and  creator ;  and  which,  in  this  case, 
was  expressly  absolved  from  reporting  to  the 
board  of  directors  t  The  letters,  then,  are  all 
ft^m  Nicholas  Blddle,  president,  and  not  from 
Samnel  Jandon,  cashier,  and  are  addressed 
direct  to  the  presidents  of  the  branch  banks. 

[Here  Ur.  B.  read  the  instmctions  to  the  two-end- 
twenty  branch  banks,  all  dated  in  Janiury,  when  the 
bu^ess  of  panicHiuking  bad  commenced  in  Con- 
gress, oidering  a  third  large  curtaUment,  and  an  in- 
creased rate  of  exchange — tUa  new  and  heavy  cor^ 
tidlment  being  otdered  to  meet  "  itno  meanm$  of 
bottiUty  imdentood  to  fit  t»  eemUiigtliUUM  against 
the  haiHJeJ*  This  "contemplated  meantre  of  hoatH- 
Ity  "  was  flhowit  to  tw  a  mere  fi^V*'tw*d,  none  mch 
being  intended  or  done ;  and  the  money  thns  extort- 
ed ftom  the  distressed  debtora  being  sent  to  London, 
to  Ue  there  for  a  rise  in  for^gn  exchange ;  and  the 
curious  spectacle  bdng  presented  that  the  bank  was 
making  tlie  distress  on  one  pretext,  that  of  a  nete 
conietnpUUed  mtatwre  ;  whQe  its  Mends  in  Congress 
weie  justifyhig  it  on  another,  that  of  a  remowd  of 
lAfdeporifs.] 

Ur.  B.  then  took  six  positions,  which  he 
ranmerated,  and  undertook  to  demonstrate  to 
be  true.  They  were : 

1.  That  it  was  untme,  in  point  of  fact,  that 
tbere  were  any  new  measures  in  oontemplatlon, 
or  action,  to  destroy  the  bank. 

fi.  That  it  was  nntme,  in  point  of  fact,  that 
fbe  Frendent  harb<n«d  hoaate  and  revengeful 
dedgtts  ag^nat  the  enatenoe  of  the  bank. 

8.  That  It  waa  nntnu,  in  point  ct  foot,  that 
fh«8  was  any  neoenity  for  thla  tUrd  onr- 
t^lment,  whidi  was  ordered  Uie  Iwt  of  Jon- 
naiy. 

4.  That  there  was  no  ezouse,  JnsHfioation,  or 
apology  for  the  conduct  of  the  bank  in  rdation 
to  domestic  exchange,  in  doubling  its  rales, 
breaking  it  np  between  the  five  western  branch- 
es, turning  the  collection  of  bills  upon  the 

Erincipal  commercial  tntiea,  and  forbidoing  tiie 
ranch  at  Kew  Orleans  to  pnroliue  Mils  on  any 
part  of  the  West. 

5.  That  this  curtailment  and  fliese  exchange 
ref^tions  tn  January  wen  political  and  revo- 
Intionaiy,  and  eamaotod  themaeWea  with  the 
resolution  in  the  Senate  fbr  the  wmdenmatim 
of  Pnaident  Jaekion. 


[SdfATK. 

6.  That  the  distress  of  the  country  was 
occasioned  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  not 
by  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 

Having  stated  his  positions,  Ur.  B.  proceeded 
to  demonstrate  them. 

Ur.  B.  returned  to  the  resolution  which  it 
was  propoaed  to  ezpnnm.  He  said  it  ought  to 
go.  It  was  the  root  <»r  the  evil,  the  father 
the  mischief,  the  aonroe  of  the  injury,  the  box 
of  Pandora.  wUoh  had  filled  the  land  with 
Calamity  and  consternation  for  riz  long  months.  . 
It  was  that  resolntion,  far  more  than  the  con- 
duct of  the  bank,  which  raised  the  panic,  sunk 
the  price  of  propertxy,  crushed  many  mer- 
chants, impressed  the  country  with  Uie  terror 
of  an  impending  revolution,  and  lightened  so 
many  good  people  out  of  the  rational  exercise 
of  their  elective  franchise  at  the  spring  eleoUons. 
All  these  evils  have  now  passed  aw^.  The 
panic  has  aabaided ;  the  pnoe  of  produce  and 
property  has  reoorered  from  Its  deprea^on,  and 
risen  beyond  its  former  bounds.  The  oountry 
is  tranquil,  prosperous,  and  happy.  The  States 
which  had  been  Mg^tened  from  their  proprie^ 
at  the  spring  eleotionsj  have  regained  their  self- 
command.  Kow,  with  the  tt^  vanishing  of 
its  effects,  let  the  cause  vanish  also.  Let  this 
resolution  for  the  condemnation  of  President 
Jackson  be  expunged  from  the  Jonmal  of  the 
Senate  1  Let  it  be  effaced,  erased,  blotted  out^ 
obliterated  from  the  face  of  that  page  on  which 
it  should  never  have  been  written  t  Wt>uld  to 
Clod  it  could  Im  expung^  from  the  page  of  all 
history,  and  from  the  memory  of  all  mankind. 
Would  that,  ao  fhr  aa  it  ia  eonconed,  the  minds 
of  the  whole  existing  generation  ahonld  be 
dipped  in  the  fiibalons  and  oblivious  waters  of 
the  river  Lethe.  But  ^lese  wishes  are  vain. 
The  resolution  must  survive  and  live.  History 
will  record  it ;  memory  will  retun  it ;  tradition 
will  hand  it  down.  In  the  very  act  of  ezpur^*  ^ 
^tion  it  lives ;  for  what  is  taken  from  one  p^^ 
IS  placed  on  another.  All  atonement  for  the 
unfortunate  calamitous  act  of  the  Senate  is  im- 
perfect and  inadequate.  Expunge,  if  we  can, 
still  tiio  only  effect  will  he  to  express  our 
solemn  convictions,  by  that  ohliterid;ion,  that 
Buoh  a  resolution  ou^t  never  to  have  soiled 
the  pages  ot  our  JonmaL  Thia  ia  all  that  we 
can  do  ;  and  this  much  we  are  bound  to  do^ 
by  every  obligation  <rf  justice  to  the  President, 
whoae  name  has  been  attainted  ;  by  every 
consideration  of  duty  to  the  country,  whose 
voice  demands  this  rcn>aration ;  by  our  regard 
to  the  constitution,  which  has  been  tranced 
under  foot ;  by  respect  to  the  Hoose  of  Repre- 
sentatives, whose  ninction  has  been  usurped; 
by  self-respect,  which  requires  the  Senate  to 
vindicate  its  justice,  to  correot  its  errors,  and 
re-eetablish  its  high  name  for  equity,  dignity, 
and  moderation.  To  err  Is  human ;  not  to  «rr 
is  divine ;  to  correot  error  is  the  work  of  so- 
pereminent  snd  also  si^erhninan  mocA  ezoel- 
lenee,  and  this  exalted  work  it  now  remains 
fbr  the  Senate  to  perfonn. 


Eapmging  Retoititum. 
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Public  IhjMfnti, 


Th«  bill  to  r^uUte  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money  in  the  State  bonlcB  having  been  taken 
op. 

Mr.  BsoinT  briefly  explained  the  reasons 
upon  which  be  intended  to  vote,  viz:  that 
the  terms  prescribed  in  the  bill  npon  wbi<^ 
the  State  banks  are  to  receire  the  deposits, 
were  calculated  to  defeat  the  object  in  view. 

Mr.  Ban  desired  to  change  his  vote  in  r^ard 
to  tills  bill,  on  the  gronnd  that  he  conld  not 
approve  of  the  proFision  jelative  to  4he  anionnt 
<a  Bpede  these  banks  should  be  Eef^aired  ta 
Lave  in  thw  vanlta.  And  he  did  not  teel  him- 
nit  at  liberty  to  give  aaj  vote  that  might 
seem  to  aanoUou  the  late  nnecoutitational  re- 
moval of  the  depouti  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Ewiira  admitted  ihere  was  mach  force 
fai  what  was  said  by  the  gentlenuia  from 
KentDcky,  bat  he  did  not  think  that  the  pre- 
sent act  of  legislation  went  to  sanction  the 
ranoval  of  the  depoaita. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Black,  the  yeaa  and  nays 
were  demanded  on  the  panage  m  the  bill,  and 
were  taken,  as  follows.: 

Tbu.— Kesara.  Benton,  fiUek,  GalbooD,  Outhbert, 
Clayton,  Ewlng,  FrelinebuyBen,  Goldsborougfa,  Kent, 
Knight,  Lhm,  McKean,  Mangum,  Moore,  For- 

ter,  Frentin,  IVeston,  ftobinetui,  BobtHos,  Swift, 
ShaUh,8outhard,  TnnUiiaon,  T^,  Waggamati,  Web* 
Iter,  White— 28. 

If  ATS.  — ^UeBsrs.  Bibh,  Brown,  Bwihwim,  Hnidrioks, 
BUI,  Kioe,  King  of  Alabama,  MtHiis,  FMndexter, 
Bogglec^  £hepley,  TaUm«dge-^2. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Tb.9  leaolntion  of  Tir.  Behtov  affda  ooming 


r.  SovzHASD  said  tbd  resolaUfHi  tike 
88th  ICanb,  1884^  declared,  as  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate,  that  the  President,  "  in  the  late 
execatiTe  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  pnblic 
revenue,  has  assnmed  upon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  constitnUon 
and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of  botii." 

The  resolution  now  under  consideration  (sud 
Mr.  S.)  orders  that  of  26th  March  to  be 
**  expunged "  from  the  journals,  and  asmgns 
the  reasons  for  so  doing. 

The  object  of  this  resolution  (said  Mr.  S.)  is 
not  to  obtain  an  expresuon  from  the  Senate 
that  their  former  opinions  were  erroneous,  nor 
that  the  ExecntiTe  acted  correctly  in  relation 
to  the  public  treasnry.  It  goes  flirtheT}  and 
denounces  the  act  of  tiie  Senate  as  so  nnoonsti- 
tntional,  tmjoatifiable,  and  oSen^ve,  that  the 
evidence  of  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  re- 
main  upon  the  records  of  tbe  Government.  It 
is  an  indictment  a^unst  the  Senate.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  calls  upon  us  to  sit  in  judg- 
ment upon  our  own  acts,  and  warns  us  that  we 
can  save  ounelvea  from  future  «id  lasting  da- 


mmdation  and  reproaeh,  only  by  {nonoainiii 
oar  own  0(H^mnation  by  our  votea  Be  » 
snres  ns  that  he  has  nodenreorinteB&nto 
d^rade  the  Smate,  but  the  pontion  in  wbi^ 
be  would  place  as  is  one  of  deep  d^radatioGr- 
degradation  of  the  most  humiliating  chancer 
— which  not  only  acknowled^  error,  ind  id- 
mite  inexcusable  misconduct  id  this  l^;iilstitj 
branch  of  the  Government,  but  bowa  it  don 
before  the  mi^esty  of  the  Executive,  and  mikn 
ns  offer  incense  to  his  infallibility. 

I  am  neither  unprepared,  Mr.  Preddent,  wi 
reluctant  to  plead,  for  myself^  not  goiltj,  to  Ua 
indictment ;  nor  diall  I  heatate  to  record  mj 
vote  Tyxm  the  issne  whioli  is  foroed  npon  k 
Be  the  final  close  of  tbe  oontroversj  vbiiii 
may,  I  have  conscientiously  chosen  mj  ffnoA 
upon  the  questions  which  &re  involved,  m  *il 
abide  the  sober  and  deliberate  Jodgment  tf  tht 
coantry.  The  Tesolutioa  of  UM  SSth  Xadi, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  expunge,  asserts  thit 
the  Executive  had  performed  certuo  acta  in  »■ 
l&tion  to  the  public  revenue,  and  thai  that 
acts  were  in  derogation  of  the  constitDtioii  mi 
laws.  It  is  no  longer  necessary  to  debate  ibi 
truth  of  tbe  firstassertion.  TheremovaloCdii 
money  was  tbe  act  of  the  Execatire,  oa  bi 
own  responsibility,  and  is  now  cUmed  b;  liia 
and  his  adTOoates  as  highly  merittnioiii,  ^ 
manding  increased  admindion  and  rmewedo- 
presdons  of  gratitnde  from  a  thankM  p»|^ 
The  eharoeter  of  the  acts  ooly,  audti»n^><< 
the  Senate  to  express  its  o^nicHi,  are  wwi 
question. 

Upon  these  I  have  heretofore  deoltred  th 
views  which  I  eotertun ;  and  I  sbsll  sot  titn- 
ble  the  Senateby  a  particular  exposition  of  tho 
at  this  time.  I  r^zarded  the  condnet  of  tlx 
Executive  as  a  violation  of  law.  Tbe  eI^ 
gave  to  the  bank  the  right  to  be  the  dq)Oslo(7 
of  the  public  money ;  and  it  was  not  profiM 
in  that  statute,  that  the  jPtesident  migH  of  lii> 
own  mere  wilt,  take  it  awi^.  Tbe  eniuttrra 
a  solemn  contract  between  the  natioa 
stockholders,  which  the  GovenuiuDt  wu  Ikw 
to  regard,  by  every  eonrideratioi  wfaidi^ 
operate  upon  national  honor  and  jnstioa 
this  contract  the  holders  of  the  stock  bt^jT 
one  and  a  half  million  of  dollars,  and  perfoiw 
most  important  and  valuable  services.  It^ 
a  gross  breach  of  the  public  futh  to  depnn 
them  of  their  part  of  the  bargdn.  If  the  a» 
had  misbehaved,  if  its  directors  had  loadc  u- 
legal  chums  upon  the  Government,  if  ^^J.^ 
improperly  opposed  the  election  of  an 
Tidual  to  the  preadency,  or  in  any  Jt^"^ 
broken  their  charter,  the  mode  of  punisbmo^ 
was  prescribed  by  law,  andtheeonrtsnw 
country  were  open;  In  which,  if  gnflVt,**'? 
might  have  been  condemned.  The  ty'^M'j 
w>lo—I  will  it— oould  not  properly  b«  aaes^ 
in  snob  a  case. 

But  we  are  now  required  to  expunge  ^e  h* 
pression  of  our  opinion  from  the  joon»«lS' 
to  erase  the  resolution.  And  I,  Mr. 
stand  here  a  ooranunded  mu— oidsnd  bj  "* 
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Legislature  of  my  own  State  to  deaotmce 
own  act — to  obliterate  my  own  vote — ^to  vio- 
late the  jonmola  of  this  body — to  degrade  this 
high  eoDfltitational  assembly — and  to  disregard 
my  own  sacred  obligations  to  snst^n  and  sop* 
port  tbe  ooQBtitation  of  my  oonntry,  according 
to  tbe  dictates  of  my  judgment.  Sir,  in  sach 
a  condition,  hesitation  would  be  criminal — 
obedience  would  be  treason  agdnst  oonsoience 
and  daty. 

Kr.  President,  have  we  the  constitntional 
power,  light,  or  authority,  to  pass  this  resoln- 
tioo — to  ezpange  from  the  jonmala  of  the  Ben- 
ate  the  resoWlon  which  was  passed  and  record- 
ed at  the  last  session !  It  is  a  solemn  qnestion. 
It  requires  a  solemn  answer,  and  most  be  met 
withoat  evarion,  and  in  its  true  import  The 
resolution  does  not  call  upon  ns  to  put  upon  the 
Jonmale^  at  tiiis  time,  a  declaration  tuat  we 
were  then  in  error.  It  does  not  require  ns  to 
rescind  or  alter,  or  in  any  mode  overrule  the 
former  deciMon.  The  instructions  of  the  Legis- 
latures do  not  call  upon  us  to  do  this,  but  to 
expunge.  The^  know  the  mover  of  this  reso- 
lution is  not  Ignorant  of  the  term  expunge. 
Obedience  to  the  instructions  requires  us  to 
obliterate,  erase,  alter  tbe  journal ;  in  substanoe, 
to  tear  from  it  the  entry  which  is  there  made. 
Any  thing  short  of  this  is  evauon ;  it  is  dis- 
obedience. He  who  is  instructed  to  expunge, 
and  votes  for  any  thing  short  of  expunging,  or 
any  tiling  di&rent  from  expunging,  may  evade 
his  orders,  but  he  does  not  obc^  th«n.  Be 
may  cavil  about  the  meaning,  and  tell  us  he 
does  something  which  Is  equivalent,  and  which 
will  satisfy  the  Legislature  which  instructed 
him ;  but  he  offers  insult  to  them,  in  the  very 
act  of  professed  submission.  Are  they  ignorant 
of  the  meaning  of  their  own  orders  or  mstmc- 
tions  f  Or  will  they  be  satisfied  with  partial 
obedience?  If  they  have  the  authority  to 
command,  shall  their  servants  tell  them,  You 
did  not  mean  what  you  sud ;  you  will  be  con- 
tent if  I  construe  your  orders  in  my  own  way, 
and  if  I  do  not  what  you  did  commaudjbut 
what  yon  ought  to  have  commanded.  This 
course  wiU  not  answer.  Ur.  President,  let  us 
meet  the  question  fUrly  and  openly.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  mover,  the  object  of  the  instructing 
X^islatnres  ia^  to  take  out  of  the  journals  what 
they  choose  to  call  the  condemnation  of  the 
Prondent,  bo  tiiat  it  shall  remain  tiiere  no  lon- 
ger. We  are  expected  to  follow  the  example 
of  the  English  House  of  Commons,  in  the  case  of 
John  Wilkes ;  to  order  our  Secretary  to  oblit- 
erate the  journal,  to  stop  the  bosiaess  of  the 
Senate,  to  command  silence,  and  sit  by  while 
tbe  act  is  performed.  Oan  we  do  it !  What 
says  the  conatitntion  ?  Li  the  third  item  of  the 
fifth  section  of  the  third  article  are  these  words : 
"  Each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  pro- 
ceedings,  and^  from  time  to  time,  publish  the 
same,  excepting  such  parts  as  may,  in  their 
judgment  reqnue  aecreoy ;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  members  of  either  House,  on  any 


question,  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of  those 
present,  be  entered  on  the  journal.^' 

The  journal  which  we  are  now  called  on  to 
defoce  18  thejoomal  thus  prescribed  in  the  con- 
stitution. The  resolntion  whieh  we  are  to  «c- 
punge  is  a  part  of  that  journal.  The  yeas  and 
nays  have  been  entered  upon  it,  and  stand 
there  in  testimony— perpetual  may  that  testi- 
mony remun — of  tbe  opinions  and  action  of 
the  Senate.  It  has  been  published  and  scatter- 
ed to  the  four  comers  of  onr  Union.  We  may 
reverse  our  decision  and  change  our  votes,  but. 
can  we  expunge  that  deeiuon  and  obliterate  the 
record  ?  In  my  jnd^ent,  it  would  be  an  in- 
fraction of  the  constitution,  a  sacrilegious  vio- 
lation of  a  document  which  has  all  tiie  invio- 
lability which  the  constitution  can  eonfbr  on 
any  instrument. 

Tbe  Senatw  flrom  IfiSKmri,  after  great  deiib- 
erati<Mi  up<ni  the  snt^lee^  has  announced  his 
opinion  that  we  may  expunge.  He  has  told  us, 
in  substance^  that  the  order  of  the  constitution 
is  that  we  mast  **  keep  a  journal,"  and  tiiat 
this  order  will  be  satimed  if  we  write  down 
from  day  to  day  memoranda  of  what  we  do ; 
but  that,  having  done  this,  we  have  obeyed  the 
constitution,  and  are  at  liberty  afterwards  to 
erase  from  it  what  is  incorrect  and  unoonstitu- 
tionat.  This  I  understand  to  be  bis  aiguroent 
And  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my  aston- 
ishment at  such  a  oonst^oticm  of  this  portico 
of  the  oonstitntton.  I  will  not  say  that  it  la 
suited  to  tbe  times,  lest  it  might  be  oontidered 
disrespeetfdl.  We  are  to  keep  a  jonmaL  May 
we  keep  it  falsely  ?  Misreiiresent  onr  acts  and 
votes  ?  Enter  upon  it  what  did  not  take  pjaoe, 
or  enter  untmly  that  whieh  did?  Hay  we 
state  the  ayes  and  noes  inoorrectiy  !  May  we 
omit  decisions  which  are  made,  and  acts  per- 
formed !  Hay  we  insert  thoee  which  have  no 
existence  ?  If  we  may  not,  the  reason  is  that 
our  record  must  be  true  and  ftuthfol.  But  if  it 
must  be  true  and  faithful  when  made,  have  we 
the  right,  afterwards,  at  any  period  to  make  it 
false  and  untrue  ?  Does  the  constitution  mean 
that  we  are  to  note  down  trnly,  day  by  day, 
our  proceedings;  and  yet,  that  a  week,  or 
monui,  or  year  afterwards,  we  may  alter  it  as 
we  please — ^fblsify  it?  May  we  send  it  down  to 
posterity  with  a  falsehood  np<»k  its  face?  b 
this  keeping  a  journal,  in  the  meaning  of  the 
constitution?  No,  sir.  The  oonstitntion  had 
Important  objects  in  view  in  this  provision,  and 
it  deals  in  no  double  meanings.  It  intended 
that  an  honest  record  of  our  acts  and  votes 
shoold  be  made  for  the  information  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens, and  that  it  should  remun  a  perpet- 
ual testimony  of  our  faithfulness,  or  infideUty, 
to  the  constitution  and  the  interests  of  our 
country,  where  our  contemporaries  aod  our 
posterity,  in  all  time  to  owne,  might  see,  not 
our  deeds  cmly,  but  the  history  of  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  Govemment  Our  oonstitnenta 
have  a  i^t  to  know  what  we  nf  and  what 
we  do,  ana  ve  have  no       to  withhold  tlut 
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knowled^  from  them :  aad  I  r^oioe  that  mine 
majr  see  and  knoT  all  that  I>  as  their  agent, 
have  done ;  and  that  there  is  no  lawfh!  power 
to  hide  it  from  them.  The  consequences  of 
this  modern  notion  c£  expunging  from  the  Joor- 
ssl  what  maj  he  unpleasant  or  offensive  to  the 
existing  minority,  are  calcolated  to  alann  those 
who  take  an  interest  in  the  permanence  and 
pro«>erity  of  oar  institatifms.  Shall  I  allnde 
brioSr  to  two  or  Uiree  of  them !  The  striking 
of  onr  dock  md  the  approaching  dissolntion  of 
Congress  reodnd  me  that  I  most,  on  evetT  b^ic, 
tim  raUier  at  hrevi^  than  Ailness  of  iuvstra- 
tion. 

The  changes  of  parties  in  oor  coontrj  are 
n^fid.  The  possessors  of  the  "  ^oils  "  to-iaj 
heocHne  the  antagoniats  of  power  to-morrow. 
Thej  who  eqjoy  popular  oonfldenoe  now,  maj 
duntlr  find  thomselTeB  bereft  c£  that  oonfidenoe, 
and  sulking  nnhonored  into  the  mass  of  the 
oommonity  which  will  no  longer  regtvd  them 
with  resDMst  Opinions  alter  with  the  interests 
and  conutiott  of  the  country ;  and  honest,  in- 
telligent, and  wise  men  who  have  formed  their 
policy  on  existing  ciroomstanoes,  are  often 
obliged  to  give  way  to  others  better  skilled  in 
the  approaching  or  expected  wants  and  rela- 
tions of  the  nation.  All  this  does  take  place ; 
all  this  may  and  will  take  place  hereafter,  in 
the  progress  of  society.  I  am  no  ridler  at  popu- 
lar changes.  I  have  ks  much  confidence  as  any 
man  in  uie  intelligence,  jBrmness,  and  stability 
of  the  peoi^e  of  this  country ;  and  certainly  do 
not  yield,  on  thb  p^t,  to  any  noisy  demagogue, 
who  supports  to-day  principles  which  he  held 
up  to  scorn  yesterday — with  professions  of 
devotion  to  the  people  on  his  tongue,  and  pnr- 

Eosed  deception  and  selfish  ambition  in  his 
eart.  I  speak  only  of  facts — ohaugea  have 
b^pened.  If  society  shall  progress  and  be 
prosperous  and  free,  they  must  happen  here- 
after. It  is  the  condition  of  every  human 
society,  especlidly  when  it  is  free.  There  are, 
there  must  be,  frequent  changes  in  poblic  men 
and  public  measures.  Shall  it  be  established  as 
the  constitutional  doctrine,  that,  on  every 
change  the  triumphant  nuOority  may  erase  from 
onr  records  the  acta  and  votes  of  weir  prede- 
cessors I  If  you  pass  tiiis  resolution,  and  it  be 
estti)li8hed  that  vre  may  alter  and  falsify  the 
Joomala,  aodi  may,  and  not  improbably  will, 
M  the  course  of  our  future  history.  The  worst 
men  in  power  will  have  the  strongest  tempta- 
tion to  erase  the  acts  of  the  best.  The  most 
servile  devotees  <^  the  favorite  of  tiie  hour  will 
be  most  likely  to  seek  his  fevor,  by  expunging 
whatever  may  be  obnoxious  to  him,  or  an  ob- 
stade  in  the  way  of  lua  purposes.  Your  jour- 
nal will  cease  to  be  a  record  of  your  acts ;  and 
may  be  made  an  instrument  to  aid  the  advance 
of  corruption  and  de^)otism. 

Obeerre  the  danger  of  this  doctrine  in  an- 
other aspect  The  Senate  rits  in  secret,  when 
advieiug  the  Preddent  upon  treaties,  appoint- 
ments^ The  record  of  th^  acts,  with 
dloBeddoon,iaapartof  thejonnuls.  If  base 
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motives  have  governed,  if  treacherx  to  the  ba 
interests  of  the  people  have  been  exMbtUii^ 
a  re^nsibility  has  been  assamed  whick  uj 
overwhelm  the  gaOt^  when  the  joniniliUI 
be  published,  and  fbeir  ccmdnot  enitHted, 
easily  will  this  doctrine  now  to  be  eBtaUisl»ii, 
and  this  example  now  to  be  given,  euabie  tin 
to  conceal  for  ever  their  gnilt,  and  evidt  i.*. 
account  which  the  public  mi^t  require.  I 
was  better  to  have  no  journal  of  onr  seen*,  fitt- 
sions,  bnt  to  leave  every  member  to  ^re  sx: 
relation  of  our  actions  as  his  interest  dkuib 
or  his  regard  for  truth  might  require. 

Kr.  President,  will  you  look  to  fliiotlier««- 
sequence  ?  Untzies  are  made  on  these  jomii 
of  the  votes  and  proceedings  which  mast,  it 
and  nve  valioi^  to  the  laws  of  the  Icj; 
to  all  those  acts  wMoh  are  eq}(^(iB& 
Senate  by  the  constitution— laws,  trei&s,!^ 
pointments,  judgments  on  impeadniigitiffey 
thing.  Snail  we  calmly  e^abUdi  the  i<- 
trine  that  these  votes  may  be  exinm|td,aj 
these  constitutional  acts  be  left  onnstaioed 
the  authority  which  ^ves  them  rnxSmid 
validity  f  For,  sir,  even  the  prooeedii^ 
judgments  npon  an  impeachment  msj  tsfc- 
be  expunged,  as  any  other  item  in  ihst  ned 
It  is  a  process  of  nullification  new  in  the  thw; 
and  practice  of  our  Government,  nov  fiiEi  it 
tempted,  and  whose  oonsequenoes  no  mm  ^ 
anticipate  or  depi<^  For  m«^  sir,  it  is  mf  j^ 
Bible  to  Ining  iqyself  to  a  h^sin  its  oorEC- 
neis.  The  coostitoticai  otuumands  w  to^ 
a  JoumaL  It  most  be  true  and  Cuthfal:  i 
must  ramidn  invidable ;  and  when  j<n  ^ 
have  expunged  anything  fr^m  i^yoavQIifi 
disregarded  one  the  plainest  and  mut  b; 
portant  ii^janotions  of  oor  great  cutstitafttt 
charter. 

Virginia  MUtary  Land  Warr»iL 

The  Soiate  considered,  as  in  Otmunitiet'^ 
the  Whole,  the  bill  granting  an  additional  q^c- 
tity  of  land  in  satisfaction  of  nnlocated  V:- 
ginia  military  bounty  land  warrants. 

Mr.  Out  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  p^, 
that  the  number  of  acres  a^Hwpriated  V')^: 
not  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  wsatis^^ 
these  chums ;  we  did  hot  know  when  we  sb«.' 
ever  stop.  The  graitlemau  from  Yirginu  \p- 
Ttlsb)  mformed  him,  formerly,  that  tbe  IS 
appropriation  would  be  sufficient,  sod  yetx 
appeared  to  be  no  nearer  the  end  of  this  tc^- 
ness  than  we  were  then. 

Mr.  Ewmo  wonld  much  rather  approp»^ 
the  sum  of  $687,600,  mstead  of  five  hnodrtt 
and  fifty  thousand  acres,  and  then  we  shoLi 
know  what  we  were  about.  , 

Kr.  Leigh  made  some  remarks  in  favor « 
the  Idll.   He  aaid  this  ^prapriation  conn 
be  considered  as  made  to  Virginia,  mj  ^ 
than  to  Ohio,  KentodEy.  or  Tennessee,  &r 
one-twentieth  of  these  elainuuiti  reside  i&  tks 
State. 

Hr.  Ttub  sdd,  if  the  original  appropna!|<J 
of  five  hundred  thousand  acres  was  jnet  «^ 
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oorrect,  s  farther  appropriation  ought  to  be 
made  to  cover  all  the  claims,  even  if  it  should 
amoant  to  five  miUions  of  aicres.  The  report 
made  on  the  subject  showed  that  the  great 
mass  of  these  olums  were  already  satisfied,  and 
be  did  not  think  we  would  be  mnoh  troubled 
on  the  BDlyeot  hereafter. 

Hr.  Out  uiA  that  the  main  oanse  of  this 
great  increase  was  in  eonseqnenoe  of  tiie  Irilb 
passed  giving  pension  and  ooonty  lands,  fto. 
ginoe  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1880,  they  have 
found  in  the  attio  story  of  the  Oapitol,  a  larae 
mass  of  revolutionary  papers,  out  ^  which  the 
greater  part  of  these  claims  have  sprung.  There 
seems  to  be  no  end  of  these  claims ;  he  was 
willing  to  vote  for  the  five  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  acres,  provided  it  was  to  be  the  last. 

Hr.  FoiNDBXTBB  Offered  an  amendment  re- 
quiring all  dtumanta  hereafter  to  file  their 
claims  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Ij«d  Office  within  two  years,  or  th^  claim 
shall  be  barred. 

The  amendment  was  r^eoted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lkoh,  the  blank  was  filled 
vith  six  hundred  and  ttij  tbouMmd  acres. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  be  engroesed 
and  read  a  third  time ! 

Ur.  Hill  asked  the  yeas  and  niQV ;  vhioh, 
being  ordered,  were  as  follows : 

Tua.— Hessra.  Benton,  Bibb,  Black,  Calhoun^Clay, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing,  Qoldsborough,  Hendricks,  Kane, 
Kent,  King  of  Ahbama,  Leigh,  Lbm,  Hangom,  Moore, 
Foindexter,  Porter,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Slabee, 
Southard,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Waggamau,  White— 26. 

Nats. — U«esrs.  Hill,  King  of  Geoigia,  Bt^les, 
Shcfley,  Swift,  TaDoudge,  iQitcn,  Wif^it— 8. 


Satobdat,  IFebroary  28. 

The  YiOB  Prmidknt  communicated  the  cre- 
dentials of  Hon.  Bedford  Bbdwit,  elected  a 
Senator  from  Ncoth  Carolina,  fornx  years  from 
the  4tii  <^Maroh  next 

JEUeUon  of  PriiUer. 

Ur.  Pbxston  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  election  of  a  printer,  cm  the  part  ftf  the 
Senate,  for  the  next  Congress. 

Sir.  Cut  said  he  had  made  aome  oppoailton 
to  this  motion  on  a  fbrmer  occasion,  in  the  ex- 
peotaUon  that  the  House  would,  by  th!a  time, 
nave  chosen  their  printer.  As  they  had  not 
done  so,  he  nor  w^ved  any  further  objection 
to  the  procee^ng. 

Ur.  Bentoit  said  he  intended  to  move,  con- 
temporaneously, for  the  consideration  of  his 
joint  resolution  to  repeal  the  joint  resolution 
of  1819. 

Mr.  FoiNDEXTXB  hoped  the  Senate  would  not 
go  into  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution ; 
he  was  fearful  of  three  honrs'  speeches. 

Ur.  Pbuton  vxpnmei  his  diaporition  to  ao- 
eommodata  the  gentlenuui  from  Uiaaovri,  but 
the  resdntion  for  electfaiga  printer  waa  offered 
two  weeks  avo,  and  if  the  lair  tab  to  be  ocnn- 
plifld  with,  men  wai  no  fitter  oooaahm  tta  it 
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than  the  present.  He  therefore  pernated  in 
his  motion. 

Ur.  P.  said  that  when  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  honoraUe  gentleman  was  referred  to 
the  Jadioiaty  Committee,  his  attention  was 
turned  to  the  history  of  we  printing  of  Con- 
gress; and  he  found  that  in  lS19a  j<^t  resolu- 
tion was  passed,  regtUating  permanenti^  the 
mode  of  getting  the  printing  of  the  two  Honaea 
executed,  so  far  as  the  prices  were  t^e  sntject 
of  regulation;  and  the  practice  has  been  to 
elect  by  ballot  ever  since.  Whatever  doubt 
there  may  be  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
resolution  of  1819,  there  can  be  none  as  to  that 
of  1829,  because  it  re-enacted  that  of  1619,  and 
required  the  printing  to  be  done  by  a  printer 
who  was  to  be  elected  by  ballot  The  practice 
then  was  of  fonrteen  years*  standing;  and  it 
was  sustained  hj  a  joint  resokitum  of  tiie  two 
Houses. 

Ur.  BsKTOir  said  the  plan  he  WouW  propose 
for  having  the  public  printing  done  hereaAer, 
was  the  one  he  should  read.  nSi.  B.  then  read 
a  passage  firom  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
1819,  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  nation* 
al  printing  office.]  This,  he  said,  is  the  way 
the  British  Parliament  does  its  printing,  and  it 
is  the  beet  in  the  world.  He  said^  when  up  be- 
fore, that  the  abuses  of  printing  m  the  Senate 
exceeded  that  of  all  the  other  departments  ot 
the  Government,  the  Post  Office  included ;  anc 
this  is  to  be  dated  from  the  point  at  which  wf 
started.  In  1819.  the  total  for  the  Senate  watt 
$8,000,  and  for  the  House  $16,000.  What  ii 
it  now  ?  He  did  not  know,  nor  did  he  believe 
any  body  else  knew,  for  here^  In  the  geD«al 
appropriation  bill,  are  some  $20,000  for  arrear- 
ages. What  is  the  increase  of  $130,000  beyond 
$8,000.  It  is  not  quite  20  to  1,  but  it  is  16  or 
17  to  1.  Kow,  in  what  oth«r  department  of 
the  Oovemmeut  will  you  find  an  Increase  cmT  16 
or  ir  fold? 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  an  election;  and 
Ueaars.  Qalea  and  Beaton  were  elected. 


UomiXT,  Uaroh  2. 

National  Printing  Qffiea  and  Booh  BMarf, 

On  motirai  hr  Ur<  Bsimnr, 

Resolved,  That  the  SecreUr;  of  State  be  directed 
to  report  a  plan  with  an  estimate  the  expense,  at 
the  oonunenoemMit  of  the  next  Congress,  tot  eatab- 
a  Printing  Ofltoe  and  Book  Bhidery  at  the 
seat  of  GoTemraent,  to  do  all  the  printing  for  the 
tiro  Houses  of  Congress,  and  for  all  Uie  departmenta 
of  the  Government,  Post  Oflico  included. 

EVXNINQ  SkSBIOIT. 

Cue        Zoureneo—Attmipted  JmauhaUM 
of  tAtf  iVwiilffit, 

Ur.  Smrn,  txtm  the  sdeet  oommlttee 

Kinted  ap<«  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Gbobox 
muxxTKB,  made  a  report  at  length,  concluding 
with  a  reeolution  that  not  a  shade  of  suspicion 
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Skjiaxs.] 

exists  that  Ur.  PonmsxTSB  was  in  any  vaj 
ooncerned,  direoUy  or  indireeUy,  in  the  late  at- 
tempted asBaBsinaaoD  of  tiie  Pneident. 

The  report  was  read,  and  the  question  hdag 
on  its  adoption, 

ICr.  WxBsraBa^dflie  Teas  and  nqra;  which 
were  ordered,  and  are  as  follows : 

Teja— Heasra.  Bell,  Bibb,  BIsck,  Badianan,  Cal- 
honn,  Clay,  Clayton,  Outhbat,  Ewing,  Ptelinghuy- 
aen,  Oold^rotigh,  Gmnily,  Hendriclu,  Hill,  Kane, 
Kent,  King  of  Alsbun^  King  of  Qeorgia,  Knight, 
Leigh,  litm,  tfangwn,  Hoore,  Morris,  Naad^n,  Poi^ 
ter,  PreBton,  Bobbins,  BoUoBon,  Boggles,  Shepley, 
aisbee,  Smith,  Sout^rd,  Swift,  Tallmtdge,  Tiptoe, 
TomliiuoD,  Tyler,  Webster,  WUte,  Wrigfe  .ia. 

Nats. — ^None, 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Smith,  the  report  and  ao- 
companying  documents  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

^cpurgatiM  ^  tie  J'mmaL 

Ur.  FlusToir  moved  to  take  np  the  resoln- 
tion  offered  by  Mr.  BraroiTfor  expunging  from 
the  jonmal  of  the  Senate  the  resolntion  con- 
draining  the  Prerident ;  on  whioh  qnestaon  the 

Jeas  am  wyra  were  ordered,  and  are  aa  ftA- 
»wa: 

YtiM. — Xeasn.  Benton,  Brown,  Boebasn,  Cal- 
houn, Clay,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  HilL  Kane,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  H cKean,  HaDgnm,  Hoore, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Shepley,  TaUmadge, 
White,  Wright— 21. 

Nat*.— ll  Bibb,  Blade,  Ewing,  Goldaborough, 
flnuulT,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  I^igh,  Linn,  Nau- 
ddn,  FMndexter,  Porter,  Prentiss,  RoUnna,  Smith, 
Soalliard,  Swift,  !^>t(ni,  ToBtUnsn,  Waggaman, 
WebstK^-Sl 


TrnsDAT,  Uaroh  8. 

S^pvnginff  Seiolutiont — 2for^  Oarelbu^B  In- 
t^netum*  to  her  Senatort. 

Mr.  Uahodu  asked  leare  to  send  to  the 
01erk*a  taUe  certain  reaolndtma  adopted  by  the 
L^ttalatnre  ui  North  OaroUna ;  and  aaked  that 
title  Senate  would  iBdnlge  bfm  in  having  them 
read.  He  said  it  was  not  bis  purpose  to  debUn 
Ihe  Senate  by  comment  upon  them.  This  was 
not  Uie  arena  npon  whioh  to  discuss  and  adjust 
any  difficultdes  that  had  arisen,  or  that  mi^t 
arise,  betwea  his  oonstltneatsaud  himself.  He 
woiUd  not  detain  the  Senate  lon^r  than  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that  the  expnnging  resolutions 
would  be  taken  up  in  the  oouraeca  thedi^,  and 
that  he  would  be  allowed  to  record  Ua  vote 
upon  them. 

In  reference  to  the  instructions,  he  would 
avail  himself  of  the  ooeaeion  barely  to  say  that 
he  should  not  oooform  to  tiiem.  He  should  vote 
against  Qie  expun^ng  resolution.  The  Legisla- 
ture had  no  right  to  require  him  to  become  the 
instrument  of  his  own  personal  d^radation. 
He  repelled  the  exercise  of  so  Tindictive  a  pow- 
er; and  whoi  applied  to  hinuell^lMK^elUld  it 
with  soom  and  indignation. 


[Much,  UK 

The  members  of  the  Legiilitnre  vtrcEa- 
vants  and  r^resmtativea  Of  fhs  pei^;  bi 
rUr.  U.)  was  lUmriw  one.  Tbst  tlwjfm 
diapoaed  to  guard  with  jealon^  the  hsHrof 
the  State  it  was  not  his  province  to  disenu  n  a 

auestion.  He  likewise  felt  it  Iiisda^  to  psi 
le  h(Mior  tiie  State,  and  not  leas  to  (ori 
his  own  personal  honor :  both,  in  his  wta^ 
tioD,  imperiously  required  him  to  divegard  ik 
resolutions ;  and,  that  point  beingsetd^  in  b 
mind,  he  trusted  no  one  who  knew  him  tod 
entertain  a  doubtas  tofaisooarMoatliesitytc 
Mr.  FKBLiHOHnTBaK  aaid  he  stood  in  tlw  m 
predicament  as  his  friend  from  Nwth  CiniQ« 
(Ur.  Kajtotjh.)  He  had  ooistitalioul  Ai/t- 
tious  to  complying.  He  belieTed  tfas  %m 
had  nopower  over  the  journal.  ItwHiwcr 
of  the  acts  of  the  Senate,  gaaruteed  t?^ 
oonstitution,  for  the  benefit  the  niDoii?. 
He  would  warn  the  majority  who  ahonld  be : 
those  aeata  next  session,  to  leave  to  him  o- 
touched  the  sacred  privilege  provided 
constitution  for  ahowuig  his  suooenors  hov^ 
had  acted. 

Ur.  Oalhoub  expressed  his  r^^  tliit 
subject  had  been  deferred  to  so  iHtetpfn^ 
of  the  sesnon.  He  believed  it  the  mort 'm^' 
ant  subject  that  had  been  brought  befon  O':- 
gress;  and  a  suljeot  on  whioh  he  badvUtt 
to  be  heard.  He  thoogfat  th^  bad  the  w> 
right  to  express  thdr  disa^irobitioD  » 
flatter  the  ExeootiTSb   THien  the?  hid  initK 
to  saoh  a  period  as  Aihvr  they  roost  flotac 
be  silent,  they  should  equal  themostd^eKf 
days  of  the  Boman  Republic,  when  the  bs* 
of  the  Emperor  was  declared  ConsoL 
Ur.  £iHa,  of  Alabama,  aaid  ha  wai 
at  the  laiwoage  of  the  Senator  from  Sooth  C^r; 
lia,  (Ur.  Oalboitn.)   Hie  gentieman  sptb" 
an  opportunity  of  discna^ng  the  sabject.  v- 
he  not  remember  the  presentation  of  tbe  c^ 
Btructions  from  Alabama  t   It  was  KKst  ''^^ 
tioe  to  insinuate  the  discussion  had 
off  by  the  friends  of  the  admini8trati<n, 
he  (Mr.  a)  had  oeonpted  the  Senate  mfAf 
the  time  witii  hla  rqwrt  and  l)iUi,diceo 
resolntion  was  introduced.  Thehaicraik^ 
ator  had  spoken  of  flattering  tiw  Xw""^ 
Had  not  taat  Senator  heq>ed  up(ui  th«  F>^ 
dent  with  the  utmost  lioense  his  censures  it: 
invectives;  and  been  listened  to  with ftf>^ 
attention  tiian  he  had  listened  to  th(H 
spoke  in  Ms  defence,  believing  he  had 
honestiy  and  with  good  intentions  t  Tetui 
Senator  compared  them  to  the  As^fssO 
times  of  the  Soman  Senatel 

Mr.  TL.  siud  he,  for  one,  was  not  di^oM.' 
be  branded  as  the  supple  tool  of 
poww.  If  the  Senator  mtkm  moh  ehartf^^ 
must  exeept  him  firam  the  nombir.  v-^ 
said  he  would  not  endure  it  Tlierewe»«r 
tain  dift^mnted  aspirants  to  powarwM^- 
waya  viewed  Aings  throuj^  a  ^oomyiMdiiia 
who  wen  ever  croaking  over  the  iaiipxT 
ruins  of  our  free  inatitntiooa. 
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.Expurgation  of  ihe  Joumal. 

Ur.  OiATTtnr  tboi  mored  to  take  up  the 
rewdntioii  offbred  by  Ur.  fixNTOir,  fin-  expong- 
ing  from  the  Joarnai  the  condemnatoiy  resi^- 
tion,  whtoh  motion  vas  agreed  to. 

Hr.  Wans  moved  to  amend  the  resolation 
bj  striking  ODt  the  wwd  "expunge,"  ud  ki- 
aer^^  "resdndfTeren^  and  to  make  noil  and 

Ur.  W.  said  be  oonld  not  vote  to  obliterate 
and  deface  the  journal  of  the  Senate.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  tiie  right  of  ereij  Senator  to  have 
the  votes  stand,  that  the  people  might  know 
bow  thej  had  voted.  He-wiahedthenBolntion 
BO  framed  as  to  egress  his  feelings  on  the  aab- 
jeot 

Kr.  WxBSTXB  said  he  ahonld  vote  ^^nst  the 
amendment.  He  wished  to  bring  the  Senate 
to  vote  on  the  original  resolnUon. 

Hr.  Bbkton  said  he  believed  the  vord  "  ex- 
punge" was  BtricUj  parliamentarv.  He  did 
not  wish  to  obliterate  the  Jonmal,  but  to  make 
use  of  a  phraseology  whiob  would  strooglT-  ex- 
press that  the  resolittioa  ought  never  to  have 
been  put  into  that  Journal  The  word  *' re- 
scind ^  was  not  strong  enough ;  it  admitted  tiie 
lawfiilzieaB  of  the  aet  at  the  time  it  was  done. 
It  was  a  oonvonient  tmn  when  they  merely 
wished  to  alter  ai^  tbii^  that  had  been  limmd 
inexpedient  It  was  a  mere  harmless  word, 
expressing  no  marked  disapprobation  of  the 
propriety  of  the  resolution  at  the  time  it  was 
adopted.  Every  Senator,  stud  Ur.  B.,  might 
vote  to  "resdnd"  the  resolution,  withont  al- 
toring  bis  opmion  in  the  least  They  might 
say  that  President  Jackson  was  the  first  Exec- 
utive that  had  ever  been  condemned  in  this 
manner;  therefore  they  would  rescind  the 
resolution.  Snch^  and  no  more,  was  tiie  force 
of  the  term  "rescind." 

Ur.  Wnm  said,  in  his  opinion,  the  term 
"expunge"  refHrredtoobHteratingthe journal, 
which  £e  eoold  never  omisrat  to  have  done. 
He  wished  the  prooeedings  to  stand  as  they  had 
transpired,  ana  go  down  unblemished  to  pos- 
terity. Be  thought  the  proposed  amendment 
wbiiui  declared  the  resection  null  and  void,  as 
much  as  B^d  it  never  ought  to  have  been  in- 
serted in  the  journal. 

Ur.  UcEbah,  after  some  introdnotoiy  re- 
marks, suggested  to  Ur.  Whits  to  modify  bis 
amendment  so  as  to  adopt  the  words  used  by 
one  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  in 
their  resolution  of  instmotion  upon  uiis  aut(Ject 
which  would  make  the  amendmoit  more  ac- 
ceptable to  faiiit-4he  effective  wtwds  were  to 
nsMol  and  rstsTM. 

Mr.  Wmra  said,  in  adopting  the  words  as  a 
modification,  tiie  otiject  of  my  amendment  is  to 
enable  each  Senator  to  express  the  opinion  he 
really  entertains  of  the  resolation  formerly 
passed  by  this  body.  To  vote  for  the  xeeoln- 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Uissouri  in  its  present 
shape,  I  cannot  He  proposes  to  "  expunge  " 
from  our  Jonmab         our  rescdntion^  wuoh 


was  adopted  when  our  votes  were  taken  and 
reoordea  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Hie  omistitnt^  rajums  that "  eadi  House 
shall  keep  a  jonmal  of  its  proceedings,  and  tha^ 
at  the  dmra  of  one-fifth  of  the  members,  tiie 
yeas  and  nays  shall  be  taken  upon  any  ques- 
tion." This  constitution  each  member  has 
solemnly  Bwom  to  support.  When  we  spwk 
of  the  joumal  of  our  proceedings,  we  sprat  of 
a  book  kept  here,  and  under  our  own  inspec- 
tion, in  which  is  laithfully  recorded,  under  its 
appropriate  date,  every  transaction  of  the  body. 
This  book  is  the  ori^nal,  and  all  others  are 
only  copies  of  it  Kow,  what  is  proposed  by 
the  nB(dnti(m  I  It  is  to'  expunge  me  of  the 
vesoltttimia  whioh  we  all  aomitwere  aotn^y 
adopted,  upon  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  28ti>  of 
Harch,  1 884.  Kow,  if  we  adopt  this  resolution, 
we  solemnly  order  that  our  former  resolution 
shall  be  OTued,  rubbed  out,  blotted,  obliterated, 
or  so  cancelled  that  it  cannot  be  read.  Sop- 
pose  this  order  carried  into  effect,  and  any  man 
to  read  our  record,  or  journal,  under  date  of  tiie 
28th  March,  and  be  would  have  no  knowledge 
that  such  a  resolution  as  that  complained  of  had 
ever  existed. 

A  discussion  of  considerable  length  and  much 
excitement  ensued,  in  which  Uestnv.  Behtov, 
UoKuir,  £iNa  (tf  Oeonda,  Buohuiav,  Uahgum , 
OaiaouH,  OtrTHBXBt,  FssuKaBUTBKrr,  Koira  ox 
Alabama,  Out,  and  WxeenB,  participated. 

Ur.  Uoosn  said  he  did  not  rise  to  discuss 
this  question  at  thia  moment  The  vety  feebla 
state  of  luB  health  wonid  not  pennit  it,  even  if 
he  were  diwosed.  Yet  the  peculiar  situation 
be  oooupied  in  connection  with  the  sn1:j}eet- 
matter,  he  hoped  would  be  accepted  as  hit 
apology  for  the  very  few  moments  he  proposed 
to  detain  the  Senate. 

He  said  It  was  true,  as  had  been  intimated 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  OaroUniL 
(Mr.  Oalhooh,)  that  tiie  General  Assembly  of 
Alabama  had  aent  him  two  sets  of  inatmotions : 
in  the  flrat  he  was  inatmeted  to  rerign  hie  aeat 
here,  and  in  the  seocmd  he  was  instructed  te 
vote  in  favor  of  e]q>nnging  the  resolutioa 
adopted  by  the  Senate  oenanring  the  course 
the  Executive  pursued  in'relatiffli  to  the  public 
treasure  of  the  country. 

As  these  resolutions  are  contradictory  in  their 
oharacter,  and  at  variance  with  each  other,  he 
would  have  found  no  litUe  diffictdtyin  comply- 
ing with  both,  although  an  advocate  for  the 
right  of  instructiou.  H  he  had  complied  with 
the  first  setofinstmctiwis,vi&:  have  forthwith 
resigned  his  seat,  he  of  course  oould  not  have 
complied  with  the  second  aet  <il  instroetums, 
viz. :  he  could  not  have  voted  In  &vor  of  the 
expunging  resolution,  aa  instructed  in  the 
second.  He  therefore,  after  mature  delibera- 
tion, had  oome  to  the  concluuon  that,  as  re< 
gszded  ttie  first,  requiring  his  redgnation,  he 
could  not  admit  toe  ng^t  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  alter  or  change  the  constitutional  tenure 
of  his  office,  and  he  had  made  an  appeal  to  the 
I  aoverogn  people  of  the  Btate^  to  whom  the 
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members  of  the  General  Awemblj  md  himself 
were  tLlike  reBponaible. 

2£r.  Ejso,  of  AlAbama,  then  moved  to  amend 
that  part  of  the  resolution  proposed  to  be 
Btricken  oat,  by  first  striUng  out  the  "words 
•  "  ordered  to  be  ezpnnged  from  ihe  JonnaU." 

Ur.  UooBE  demanded  theyeos  and  n^npon 
the  qnestion ;  irhioh  were  ordered,  and  are  as 
fiidlows: 

Tbjl&— Vessn.  Bell,  Benton,  Bibb,  BIm^  Ba- 
dunun,  day,  Cliyton,  Cutfabert,  Ewiog,  Freliogfauy- 
■en,  GoldeboTough,  Oruody,  Hendrioks,  Kane,  Kent, 
^jng  of  *l<th«mft^  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Leigh, 
linn,  UcKean,  Kuigum,  Hoore,  Uonis,  Naudain, 
FrentiBB,  Preston,  Robbiak  Bobinsoo,  Silsbee,  Smith, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  TtHnlintcm,  Tylo',  Wagga- 
man,  Webrter,  White— 89. 

Natb.— Ueasra.  Brown,  Hlll»  Futer,  Bogies, 
Bbepley,  Tallmadge,  Wright— f. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  oot  prevailed. 

Hr.  WnaviB  said,  the  vote,  the  great  vote, 
wbioh  the  Benate  has  now  dven,  has  acoora- 
pliahed  all  that  I  have  ever  desired  respecting 
this  ezpttnging  resolnti«i. 

The  resoantion  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  of 
Karch,  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  expnoge 
from  the  joumfda,  asserted  the  proportion  that 
the  condnot  of  the  President  in  relation  to 
the  public  revenue  had  been  nnoonstitntional. 
Kow,  this  proposition  might  be  tme,  or  not ;  It 
was  a  matter  on  which  gentlemen  voted  on  both 
aides.  It  Implies,  doabtless,  a  power  in  the 
Senate  to  express  an  opinion  on  tne  conduct  of 
tiie  President,  and  there  may  always  be  some 
who  deny  or  donbt  that  powo*.  It  wonld  have 
been  perroctly  in  order^  at  any  subsequent  time 
last  seanon,  or  at  any  time  this,  to  have  bronght 
forward  resolutions  declaring  that  the  Senate 
has  no  sach  power.  We  must  have  met  the 
resolutions,  debated  them,  and  voted  on  them. 
If  tiiey  had  passed,  they  would  of  course  have 
stood  in  contradiction  to  the  preceding  resolu- 
tions ;  and  all  that  could  have  been  stud  is  that 
the  Senate  had  passed  inconsistent  resolutions. 
Propositions,  it  is  possible,  may  be  made  here- 
after, in  contradiction  to  the  principles  of  the 
resolution ,  of  March.  These  things  must  be 
expected,  and  must  be  met  when  they  arrive. 
But  that  which  made  Hiis  resolution,  whidi 
we  have  now  amnided,  particularly  offendve, 
was  this:  It  proposed  to  expunge  onr  journal. 
It  called  on  us  to  violate,  to  obliterate,  to  erase, 
our  own  records.  It  was  caloulsted  to  fix  a 
particular  stigma,  a  peculiar  mark  of  reproach 
or  disgrace,  on  the  resolution  Haron  last. 
It  was  designed  to  distinguish  it,  and  reprobate 
it,  in  some  special  manner.  How,  ear,  all  this, 
most  happily,  is  completely  defeated  by  the 
almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate  whicn  has 
jnst  now  been  taken.  The  Senate  has  declared, 
in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  that  its  journal 
shall  not  be  tampered  with.  I  rejoice  most 
heartily,  sir,  in  this  decisive  result.  It  is  now 
settled,  by  authority  not  likely  to  be  shaken, 
that  our  records  are  saCTed.  Men  may  change, 
opinions  may  change,  power  may  change,  but, 


thanks  to  the  firmness  of  the  Senate^  ihencorii 
of  this  body  do  not  change.  'So  isstrntb 
from  withont  no  dictates  mm  pinoiMlilieac 
powers,  nothmg — nothing— can  be  aUnei  u 
mdnoe  the  Seu^  to  UMfy  its  ova  racndi.*j 
^wraoe  its  own  proceedings,  or  vtditc  u 
rights  of  Its  membwB.  one,  sir,  I  feel 
we  have  folly  and  completely  aoeompMc^K 
that  oould  be  denred  in  reiati(»L  to  this  luBe 
The  attempt  to  indnce  the  Sattete  to  eipiut 
its  journal  has  fuled,  signaUy  aod  eS^y 
failed.  The  record  remdna,  nwUier  bltnti 
blottedf  nor  disgraced. 

Kow,  sir,  as  to  the  prindplesinvolrediiitii: 
resolution,  I  am  \nlling  to  discuss  tliem  it  a; 
sniteble  time  hereafter.  At  present  UtereeK 
leisure  for  such  discosslon ;  and  the  San 
having  now,  by  so  large  and  decdnre  i  ta 
expunged  whatever  was  ofifonave  in  &e  a- 
pnnging  rescdation,  and  there  huogiko^k 
nirther  diaGOfldtm,  I  shall  eoncbdeVaiK^' 
which  I  fimwam  flieoda  and  flwt  tut  I  ii. 
not  withdraw,  which  la,  that  tin  mobrtiux 
Ifud  on  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion,  without  fortber  ddA 
the  yeaa  and  nays  w«re  tafcen,  as  fidkn: 

Tus.— UessiSL  Ben,  ffibb,  Blmk,  CtOm, 
Clayton,  Ewing,  Frdinriraysen,  OtddUbonoglL 
Knif^  MaDgiun,  NauchitLFotaidexler, Fata, Fi» 
tiss,  Preston,  BoMhds,  Silsbee,  South,  Eo^ 
Swift,  Upton,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Wi^g»ni«. 
Bter— 2T. 

NiTB.— Measra.  Benton,  Brown,  B«iuai.C» 
bert,  Onmdy,  HilL  Kane,  Kbgof  Alab8ini,Ka^ 
Georgia,  Leigh,  lW  ICcKmd,  Hook,  lfatm£^ 
biBOD,  Biu^  filMby,  Xalbnadgc^  VlstCi  Tif- 

So  the  resolntion  was  laid  on  the  tt& 

[lie  instant  this  vote  was  tskn  and  As  [in- 
laid upon  the  table,  Ur.  Bnroa  lOSStoiMse 

the  word  exjnmge^  which  he  had  yielded  tofia^ 
and  gave  notice  that  hetfaonld  renew  tiieiaitX 
with  that  word  in  tt,  and  nenr  jldd  it 
friend  or  foe.] 

Kr.  Benton  anhmitted  the  fiMH 
ticm.  which  he  deured  to  stand  £ff  the  kk^ 
week  of  the  next  sesdon: 

JiMobed;        the  neolntion  adopted  brtbeSe 
ate  on  the  28th  day  of  Mardi,  hi  U>e  to"  l^*-- 
the  followmg  words,  "  Retolved,  Thai  the  Pr«*^- 
in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  '^'■''"^J*! 
public  revenue,  has  aaeumed  upon  himsrif  '"'"'v 
and  power  not  conferred  by  the  ewistiwtw  » 
Uws,  bat  in  derogation  of  both,"  be,  and  i^i^ 
hereby  is,  ordered  to  be  expunged ; 
rescdution  is  illegal  and  ugnst,  of  eril  c>*'r'|l 
definite,  and  vague,  expresstag  a  crinuMl 
without  q>ecification,  and  was  ]rr^:iiliri7  ■» 
stitutionally  adopted  by  the  Senate,  in  wt>^^^ 
the  ri^its  of  defence  which  bdong  to  an  * 
impeachable  officer ;  and  at  a  time  and 
cumstances  to  endanger  the  poUlkal  "^^^ 
injure  the  pecuniary  hatere^  of  dis 
UaHed  States 
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Pretidmt  Pro  Tempore. 

At  six  oWock  the  Yiob-Pbssipent  left  the 
chair,  and  the  Senate  proceeded,  hj  ballot,  to 
elect  a  President  ^rro  tempore  far  the  remtdnder 
of  the  BeeaioD. 

Hr.  Ttlui,  having  recuved  a  ir^Jority  of 
the  whole  nomber  of  votes,  was  dedwed  duly 
elected;  and  having  been  oondnoted  to  the 
chair  vj  Ifr.  Eraa,  fA  Alahnna,  he  addraseed 
the  Senate  as  foUowa : 

SiUTOHi:  Jjk  caUing  upon  me  unexpectedly  to 
pradde  orer  jwr  deliMradone,  you  have  oonferred 
upon  me  a  teatimoiual  of  your  reqwot  abd  oonfl- 
dence,  iqwn  which  I  place  the  highest  value.  I  ac- 
cept it  with  gratitude,  and  Bball  foudly  cherish  iu 
recollection.  Tou  are  the  repreoentadvea  <rf  eor- 
ercign  States,  deputed  by  them  to  uf^old  and  main- 
ttdu  their  rights  and  biterestB.  Unlike  the  Roman 
Senate,  bo  much  vaunted  of  in  andent  story,  ^on  owe 
your  elevation  to  the  high  aeats  which  you  occupy, 
to  DO  adventitioaa  drcumstance  of  birth  or  fixtune, 
but  to  the  ennobling  trtha  of  hitelloot  and  virtue. 
And  what  dtisens  of  any  me  of  tiieae  Btatea  can  fail 
to  be  proud  of  yon  ?  Who  can  lefleet  witfaont  hi{^ 
Batififaction  on  the  duly  display  of  Intellectual  vigor 
constantly  manifested  in  tiie  debates  wUdi  here  oc- 
cur f  Party  contests  may  divide  and  sever ;  those 
conteata  constitute  the  wganio  inindide  of  free 
States.  Ton  nay,  aeTenUy*  in  year  ton,  have  be- 
come the  ot^feots  of  attack  and  denunciation  before 
the  public;  but  there  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  an 
American  who  does  not  turn  his  eyes  to  Uie  S^mte 
of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  great  conaervative 
body  of  our  federal  qrstem,  and  to  this  chamber  as 
the  aik  in  which  the  covenant  is  deposited.  To  have 
Tccrived,  therefore,  at  your  hands,  this  station,  ftir- 
nishes  to  me  abundant  cause  Sat  self-grafadation. 
Thia  feeling  is  not  dhnbddied  by  the  ftct  that  but 
few  hours  now  remain  to  tUa  ieSBKin,  and  that  I  diall 
Ik  probably  called  upon  to  render  but  little  active 
service  in  this  jriace.  Upon  this  drcumatance,  I  con- 
gratulate both  you  and  myself;  for,  although  I  have, 
for  tiie  greater  portion  of  twenty  years,  been  con- 
nected with  legi^ative  bodies,  this  is  ^e  first  time  I 
have  aver  been  called  upim  to  preside  over  the  de- 
liberadons  of  any ;  and  I  have  only  sought  so  far  to 
make  myself  acquainted  with  the  rules  of  parlia- 
mentary procee<ting,  as  to  avoid  any  fiagrant  viola- 
tion of  them  in  my  personal  conduct  lor  the  short 
period  which  will  now  elapse  prior  to  your  a^oum- 
ment,  I  claim,  and  shall  doubtless  receive,  at  your 
bands,  fiir  the  defects  whidi  I  nuy  exhibit,  and  the 
errors  Into  which  I  may  fall,  a  liberal  indulgence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Knro,  of  Aabama,  the 
Seoretaty  of  the  Senate  was  directed  to  inform 
the  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
House  of  Bepresentativea,  that  the  Senate  had 
elected  the  honorable  Johh  Ttueb  President 
pro  tempore  of  the  Senate. 

MHifleation  BiU--Estra  Apprtipriatim, 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  mes- 
sage from  the  Honae  of  Representatives,  ))ropoB- 
ing  to  amend  one  oX  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  annual  fortifioatl(Hi  appnqiriaticii  bill,  hy 
adding  thereto  the  fiiUowing: 


"  Sec.  2.  And  U  it  fitrtJur  enacted.  That  the  sum 
of  three  nuUioDB  of  doUara  and  the  same  is  here- 
by i4)pr<^Hlated,  out  ot  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  ouienrise  ^^priatad,  to  be  ezpoided,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  under  the  direction  of  the  Freddent  oi 
the  United  States,  for  the  military  and  naval  service, 
including  fimificwons  and  Mdnanoe,  and  increase  of 
the  navy :  Provided,  sudi  expenditures  shdl  be  ren- 
dered neoeasary  for  the  defaice  of  the  country  prior 
to  the  next  meeting  of  Congress." 

Ur.  Webstkb  fizpressed  hie  hope  that  the 
Senate  would  disagree  at  once  to  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  OjLLHOtv  said  that  the  amoont  of  the 
^propriation  asked  for  was  oxtr^ely  large, 
and,  what  was  most  extraordinary,  it  was  to  oe 
made  on  the  BnpposiUou  that  this  oonntry  waa 
to  be  involved  in  a  war  with  frano^  and  either 
without  previooB  declaration,  w  with  a  declar- 
ation to  be  iaraed  Ij  the  Ezeontive,  without 
first  oaUiog  Oongrees  together. 

Mr.  Lkioh  ooold  not  forbear  ezpresdng  the 
ast<Hiishment  he  fdit  at  the  course  which  ^e 
House  of  Bepreeentativea  had  thought  proper 
to  porsne  in  regard  to  tills  appropriation.  For 
his  own  part,  he  was  free  to  oonfesa  that  he 
would  as  soon  vote  to  give  the  Chief  Magistrate 
of  this  Eepablic  unlimited  power  at  once,  as 
vote  to  place  at  his  entire  disposal  and  discre- 
tion such  an  enormous  som  of  money  as  was 
contemplated  by  this  amendment.  He  had  not 
met  with  a  single  human  being  who  wished  to 
convert  our  free  form  of  Government  into  an 
absolote  mtuiarohy,  nor  did  he  hellere  that  any 
man  In  thia  oawttj  deared  eaoh  a  ohange. 
Yet  here  was  a  proportion  which  went  to 
establish  a  military  monarchy ;  it  was,  in  fact,  in 
the  very  form  of  a  proposition  of  that  aort. 
They  might  almost  as  well  say  that  the  Presi- 
dent should  be  made  Gonsnl  for  life,  or  I^percw 
of  the  American  people.  It  vaa,  indeed,  a 
most  remarkable  proposiUon,  and  one  whi^  he 
never  ^pected  to  hear. 

Mr.  wmoHT  did  not  feel  that  great  alarm 
which  the  Senator  from  Yirsinia  appeared  to 
feel.  They  all  knew  veir  well  why  the  provi- 
sion, so  much  compl^ned  of  by  some  Senators, 
was  inserted  in  the  bill.  It  waeibecanse  they 
w«e  about  to  acUonm  when  there  was  a  peon- 
liar  crins  in  our  OTTOgn  relations  and  it  was  too 
late  to  have  gone  into  the  detail  ctf  l^^slatimi. 
Por  himself^  he  could  say — whatever  othera 
might  think— that  he  did  not  believe  that  a 
dollar  of  the  money  which  was  now  proposed 
to  be  appropriated  would  be  expendec^  tiiongh 
no  one  knew  what  might  happen.  They  had 
been  told  by  the  gentleman.from  Massachusetts 
that  this  country  was  not  to  be  brought  into 
a  war  until  Congress  should  have  been  first 
convened.  Now,  nothing  as  to  that  waa  implied  - 
in  this  proposition ;  It  was  merely  putting  in 
the  power  of  the  President,  in  any  contin^ncy 
that  might  happen,  the  means  to  secure  the 
safety  ca  the  oonntey  until  the  asBemUing  of 

Mr.  Las  said  he  should  vote  ^  tliis  appro- 
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priation,  although  it  was  an  extraordinaiT'  one, 
becaase  he  thought  it  necessair  under  the  pre&- 
ent  aspect  of  affairs.  He  conld  not  believe  that 
this  Ohief  Ma^strate,  or  my  other  who  might 
preside  over  the  destinies  of  this  people,  would 
make  awrong  or  improper  ^iplioationof  their 
fimdg. 

Mr,  LaioH  did  not  vote  against  the  appropri- 
ation £rom  any  fear  as  to  the  nse  which  might 
be  made  of  the  money ;  but  be  voted  af^nst  it 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  at  war  with  the  doc- 
trine of  coBstitntional  liberty. 

Mr.  BotJTHABD  said  he  mast  certainly  concur 
with  the  gentleman  from  Yii:ginia  in  astonish- 
ment at  this  extraordinary  provision,  and  at  the 
manner  in  which  the  appropriation  was  de- 
fended by  the  Senator  from  Kew  York.  What, 
he  (Mr.  6.)  would  ask,  was  the  character  of  this 
appropriation  f  It  amounted  to  the  enormons 
sum  of  three  miUirau  of  dollars,  and  was  to  be 
pat  into  the  hands  of  the  President  to  be  ex- 
pended by  him  at  his  own  good  will  and  pleas- 
ure. It  was  without  limitation  or  restriction 
— withont  specification  of  objects — or  any 
designation  of  purpose  whatever.  To  be  sure, 
thwe  was  added  to  the  provision  an  idea  of 
this  sort,  Uiat  the  money  shonld  not  be  expended 
unless  the  public  necessity  shoidd  call  for  it. 
Who  was  to  judge  of  the  public  necesuty  for 
the  expenditure  of  this  money  t  Tha  Executive 
alone.  Had  we  arrived  at  that  period  in  our 
history  when  the  Executive  was  to  determine 
when  or  how  the  public  money  was  to  be  ex- 
pended in  cases  oi  danger  or  oth«rwise  f  Had 
we  processed  to  that  period  when  the  Gongress 
of  the  Untted  Stirtes^  we  gaaidians  of  the  peo- 
ple's treaa(ir&  were  not  to  determine  as  to  that 
matter,  bat  the  power  was  to  rest  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  onlyf  There  was, 
however,  in  regard  to  this  subject,  a  higher 
qoeetion  to  be  decided.  The  professed  object 
of  the  appropriaUon  was  to  defend  the  country 
in  case  of  war.  And  what  was  the  power  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  Executive  by  that  very 
appropriation?  Why,  it  was  the  power  oS 
making  war.  Congress  told  him  to  increase  the 
navy,  the  army,  and  the  forUfications,  if  he 
pleased.  He  (Mr.  S.)  would  say,  give  him  that 
power,  and  there  would  remain  no  obstacle  to 
prevent  him  from  plunging  this  country  into  a 
war.  He  ma  to  be  gnided  alone  by  what  he 
deemed  right  or  wnmg  I  He  (Mr.  8.)  had 
never  heard  tii  snob  a  praporition  as  this  before. 
He  confessed  that  he  ooold  hardly  speak  of  it 
with  respect 

Mr.  Wbioht  observed  that  it  was  not  hts  in- 
tention to  say  anything  which  would  lead  to 
a  protracted  debate,  nor  was  it  his  purpose  to 
excite  the  feelings  of  any  ^ntleman.  There 
were  two  modes  of  debating  a  propontion. 
The  first  was,  by  poetic  license ;  and  the  other 
was,  by  debating  a  proposition  as  it  is.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey  had  told 
the  Senate^  in  his  nsoal  Impassioned  maim«', 
that  t^  was  an  i^ropriatltm  of  three  ndlUcna, 
vithont  apedfioation  or  otjeot.  He  had  no 


[i[ucB,in. 

answer  to  make  to  the  assertion,  bat  whit  ti 
derived  from  hearing  the  ameodaent  readl^ 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Senate^  The  Seutor,  k 
his  }H^pitanoy,  remarked  that  be  (Ifr.  T.j 
had  said  that  the  mcmey  was  not  to  be  exptsl- 
ed.  Hie  gentleman waa  misUken;  fivbedfr. 
W.)  sud  no  Boeh  Hiiag,  bat  obserredt^b 
believedit  would  not  be  called  for;  tlioDihu 
man  could  t«Il  what  might  be  the  ism  v  oc 
relations  with  France.  And  tbey  all  bn 
what  this  appropriation  was  to  be  mtdefbr. 

Mr.  Cut  said  that  th&  pn:^>oeiti«i  vis  "a 
appropriate  three  millions  of  doUan  for  tb* 
general  purpose  of  increanng  the  nan!  id 
military  service  of  this  oountty,  irithnt 
speciflcation  whatever  of  obeots.  hi  ptincip^ 
therefore,  the  honorable  genttemsn  froa  >ef 
York  must  admit  it  was  the  samtk  irliethertlii 
amount  to  be  appropriated  was  time  iiMea, 
fifty,  or  a  faunu«d  mlUions.  Kov,  aeoori^ 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  UiM  Staler  C» 
gress  possessed  the  power  to  itlse  anund 
create  a  navy;  and  under  the  praeticetf^ 
Government  from  the  ocHumtticemeDt  &  i 
down  to  this  time,  in  no  instance  bed  an  an? 
been  raised  without  a  specificatiw  of  ^ 
amount  of  it,  the  rank  and  file  of  tIiB  ^ 
should  consist,  the  officers  who  ahoaid 
mand,  &o.  And  he  believed  tiut,  n«t  ^ 
origin  of  this  Government,  there  bad  bees » 
increase  or  augmentation  of  the  navj,  infyK 
a  speciflcation  of  the  number  and  nzetf  ^ 
ships  that  should  be  in  oommtstion,  viftref 
other  partioalar.  Now,  for  what  ol^e*  ^ 
this  Impropriation  intended!  Itwaitober 
plied  to  the  inoreaae  of  the  naval  and  niHa? 
aervioe,  indndlng  fortjfloations.  In 
words,  to  authorise  the  President  to  iMW* 
the  army,  to  increase  the  navy,  to  mab  'J^ 
fortifications  not  autitorized  by  carefol 
and  sanctioned  by  the  eatimatei  agreed  to 
Congress  afterwards. 

Mr.  BnoHAKAN  said  he  was  a8toiiialiedit» 
remarks  which  had  been  made  bygentlena;^ 
the  subject  of  this  appropriation.  1^  ^'J- 
fearful  apprehensions  had  been  eipreased ; 
destruction  of  our  liberties  had  been  [ffeSkt^- 
if  we  shonld  grant  to  the  President  ISjOOO.^^ 
of  dollars  to  defend  the  conntiy,  in 
should  become  necessary  to  e^iend  it  forW 

furpose  before  the  next  meeting  d  Gcog^ 
'or  his  part,  he  could  realise  no  swdi 
Gentiemen  have  s^d,  and  have  said  in? 
that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  8tate  <« 
conferred  upon  Congress,  and  Oongnsa  ih^ 
the  power  of  declanng  war.  When 
further,  and  state  that  this  ^pn^ria^*'-' 
enable  the  Executive  to  make  war  upon 
without  the  consent  of  Congress,  they 
my  humble  judgment,  entirely  mistaken. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  what  is  the  true  nature,  C* 
what  are  the  le^timate  olfjeots,  of  this  ajfi^ 
priation  I  Do  we  not  know  that,  »lthoiipi.*>* 
Prendent  cannot  make  oiTennve  war  a^^^ 
fVanoe,  France  may  make  war  nmm  uij^ 
that  we  magr  thu  be  inndT«d  u 
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in  spite  of  oDnelrea,  before  the  next  meeting  of 
OoDgress  ?  If  th«  Chamber  of  Depaties  shoold 
determine  to  violate  the  treaty,  and  to  fix  an 
endnrliig  stigma  npcoi  the  pablio  fid&  cf  the 
Vrmoh  nation,  is  it  certain  that  France  may 
not  proceed  a  step  fbrther,  and  strike  the  first 
blowt  Ur.  Uvingston  himself  hi  the  oorre- 
spondence  which  had  been  oommnnicated  to  ns 
hj  the  Preaiden^  has  expressed  seiions  appre- 
hensions that  this  maj  be  the  result.  France 
may  consider  war,  erentnally,  to  be  inevitable ; 
she  may,  ^d  I  trust  does,  believe  that  we  have 
determined  not  to  snbmit  patiently  to  her  viola- 
tion of  a  solemn  treaty,  and  thns  abandon  the 
jnst  olaims  of  our  injarw  citizens ;  and,  taking 
advantage  of  oar  unprepared  condition,  she 
may  oranmoiee  hoetiiities  herself.  Hie  first 
Uow  is  often  half  the  hatiie  between  nations  as 
well  as  individuals.  Have  we  any  security  that 
Buoh  will  not  be  her  conduct!  Have  «e  any 
reason  to  believe  she  will  wait  until  we  are 
ready  }  Her  past  history  forbids  ns  to  indulge 
too  securely  in  any  sudi  l>eli6C.  If  she  dioiud 
adopt  this  course,  in  what  a  fearfhl  oondition 
abali  we  place  the  oountiy  if  we  adjonni  with- 
out making  this  appropriation  f  The  Senate 
will  observe  that  not  a  dollarof  this  money  can 
be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  unless  it  shall  be- 
come necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country, 
prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 

Another  circumstance  which  renders  this  tip- 
|«<^riation  indispensable  is,  that  Ckngress  can- 
not possibly  be  oimvened  by  the  Freridoit  much 
before  th^  usual  time  of  raeetfaiff.  There  are, 
I  beUeve,  nine  States  in  this  tJmon  who  have 
not  yet  elected  their  Bepresentatives  to  the  next 
Ctongress.  Some  of  these  elections  will  take 
place  in  April,  and  others  not  till  August,  and 
even  October.  "We  have  now  arrived  ahnost 
at  the  last  hour  of  our  political  existence ;  and 
^all  we  leave  the  country  wholly  defenceless 
until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congresa  ?  Gen- 
tlemen have  warned  us  of  the  fe^fbl  responri- 
bility  which  we  should  incur  in  making  this 
appnmriation.  Sir^  said  Hr.  B.j  I  warn  them 
that  we  re8p<Hidbili^  will  be  still  more  dread- 
faL  should  we  refbse  it.  Jn.  that  even^  what 
wiu  be  onr  ocmdition  should  we  be  attacked  by 
France  f  Onr  seacoast  from  GeoT]ria  to  Maine 
will  be  exposed  to  the  incurdons  of  the  enemy ; 
our  dties  may  be  plundered  and  burnt;  the 
national  character  may  be  di^;raoed;  and  all 
this  whilst  we  have  an  overflowing  treasury. 
"When  I  view  the  consequences  which  may  possi- 
bly flow  from  our  refusal  to  make  this  grant, 
I  repeat  that  the  responsibility  of  withholding 
it  may  become  truly  dreadful.  Ko  portion  of 
it  shul  rest  upon  my  shoulders. 

Ur.  Pbbston  expressed  his  surprise  tilt  the 
extraordinary  amendment  which  had  been 
made  to  the  bill  by  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives, at  that  late  hour  of  the  session,  when  the 
waning  sands  of  ^xir  political  existence,  as  a 
body,  were  nearly  run  out  They  were  called 
upon  to  confer  a  most  tremendous  power,  by 
ptodng  at  the  di^waal  of  the  Ohief  Ma^trate 


of  the  Union  the  sum  of  $8,000,000 1  He  was 
already  appointed  commander  of  tiie  army  and 
navy  of  uie  United  States,  and  now  the  Senate 
was  aitedtoconfteuptHihimthe  pownr  to  raise 
armies  and  create  na^es^  and  that,  too,  on  the 
very  last  night  of  the  SMsion,  almost  without 
tune  for  a  moment's  deliberation.  Thej  were 
in  fact  and  in  truth  to  give  him  power  over  the 

{turse  and  the  eword,  and  consequently  over  the 
Iberties  of  the  country.  He  meant  to  express 
no  distrust  in  the  Ohief  Kagistrate;  but,  he 
would  ask,  was  it  proper  that  any  Oongreas 
should  unconstitutionali^  itself  by  surrendering 
the  powers  committed  to  their  hands  ? 

Wkbstbb  thought  it  impossible  that  the 
Senate  could  hesitate  about  the  njjection  of  this 
most  extraordinaiT  and  olijeotionable  proposi- 
tion, and  he  lusted  the  dediion  winld  be  made 
without  ftarther  delay.  It  was  now  nine  o'dook 
at  nig^t,  and  ftuther  discturioo  could  have  no 
effect  bat  to  defeat  other  imporbuit  bttdbuss. 
He  therefbre  entreated  the  Senate  to  desist  fam 
debate^  and  inooeed  to  vote. 

lir.  OuTHMBT  would  ask,  what  had  been 
done  by  ths  House  of  Bepresentatives  ?  What 
did  it  se^  by  its  amendment?  Why,  merdy 
to  provide  the  proper  means  tiiat  the  countir 
should  be  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  in  the  possi- 
bility that  we  might  be  attacked  by  that  power 
with  whom  we  had  had  some  differences. 
What  gentiemaa  was  there  on  that  floor  who 
would  not  reproach  Wmself,  (sopporfng  the  im- 
propriation wt  to  be  madej  if  snoh  an.  event 
were  to  luffipok  as  he  (Bfr.  0.)  had  Imagfaiedt 
Who  would  not  regret  tiiat  the  navy  osd  not 
been  increased,  when  they  saw  our  coasts  block- 
aded, oar  waters  covered  by  tlie  enemy's  ^ps, 
and  onr  beautdfol  dties  battered  down  f  What, 
then,  was  there  so  extraordinary  in  the  terms  or 
the  amendment }  Fco-  his  own  part  he  thought 
it  U^y  proper  that  the  appnmriation  should  be 
made,  that  the  Presidoit  uiould  have  the  meaoa 
necessary  to  put  the  country  in  that  state  which 
circumstances  required. 

The  question  was  taken  on  disagreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  the  House,  and  was  dedded  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

TxAB.— Mesira  Bell,  Kbb,  OsttiOKi.  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Swli^,  fVettng^nnsen,  Qolddxtroa^  Heudricki^ 
Kent,  ^li^^  1'*^  Msagam,  Hoote,  Nind^ 
Fokdexter, Pwter,  FieiidaB,l>Ee8t(in,  Bobbiostaia' 
bee,  Smith,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomliiisai,  Tylw,  Wag> 
gaman,  Webster,  White— 29. 

Kats. — ^Uessrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brovn,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbot,  Grundy,  HiU,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Oeonna,  lUnn,  HcKean,  Horns,  Bobinson, 
Buggies,  Shepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wright— 19. 

Bo  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  OurrON  moved  tiiat  the  Senate  inrast 
on  their  amendment;  whiAmotion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  Ull  was  then  xetnimed  to  &e  other 
House. 

On  motton  of  Ur.  Outict;  the  Soiate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  conuderatifm  of  Executive  busi- 
ngs, and  spent  some  time  witii  closed  doors. 

pvhen  the  doors  were  opened,  and  tb^ 
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reporters  entered  the  gallery,  they  found  that  a 
message  had  been  reoeived  from  the  House  hj 
the  Swate,  wlule  iu  secret  eession,  auuouiidng 
that  the  House  innsted  on  its  amendment,  pro- 
poeing  to  place  three  millions  at  the  disposal  of 
the  ^«eident.  Before  it  was  known  that  the 
doora  had  been  opened,  it  appeared  that  this 
meesage  of  the  Hoaae  had  been  taken  up,  that 
Kr.  WaB8TEB  had  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
here to  its  disagreement  to  the  appropriation, 
and  had  followed  his  motion  with  a  speech  of 
unoommon  animation  and  eamestneas  in  its 
aupport.  Thia  apeeoh  he  w{8  Just  condnding 
Then  the  ngcHm  re-entere&  the  gallery.] 

Ifr.  lEjaOf  of  Alabama,  said  he  Tery  much 
regretted  tliat  tiie  Senator  from  Massachnsetts 
ahould  have  made  such  amotion;  it  had  seldom 
or  never  been  resorted  to  until  other  and  more 
gentle  means  had  failed  to  produce  a  unity  of 
action  between  the  two  Houses.  At  this  stage 
of  the  procediuff  it  would  be  considered  (and 
Justly)  harsh  in  its  character ;  and,  he  had  no 
doubt,  if  sanctioned  by  the  Senate,  would 

Sreatly  exa^>erate  the  oUier  House,  and  proba- 
ly  endai^;er  tiie  passage  of  the  bill  altogether. 
Are  genUffluen,  said  Mr.  £.,  prepared  for  thb  ? 
Will  tii^,  at  this  particular  juncture,  in  the 
fMKut  onidition  tn  things,  take  upon  them- 
selTea  sooh  a  fearftil  responsibiUtT  as  the  rdeo- 
tion  of  this  lull  m^t  invt^ve!  For  himself  if 
your  forta  are  to  be  left  unarmed,  your  ships 
nnrMtaired  and  out  of  oommisslon,  and  your 
whole  aeaooast  exposed  without  defences  of  any 
Und,  the  re^nsibility  should  not  rest  upon 
his  shoulders.  It  is  as  well,  said  Hr.  £.,  to 
speak  plainly  on  this  subject  Our  poeition 
with  r^ard  to  France  was  known  to  all  who 
heard  hmi  to  be  of  such  a  character  aa  would 
not,  in  his  opinion,  juatify  prudent  men,  men 
who  look  to  the  preservatioa  of  the  rights  and 
the  honor  of  the  nation,  in  withholding  the 
means,  the  most  ample  means,  to  maintain  those 
ri^ta  and  preserre  unimpaired  that  honor. 

Duriiw  the  whde  poiod  of  the  adminiatnip 
tiona  of  General  Washington  and  the  dder 
AdamM,  all  aptamiriaticnia  were  general,  apply- 
ing a  gross  sum  for  the  expenditure  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  of  the  Government,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President ;  and  it  was  not 
till  ICr.  Jefferstm  came  into  office^  that,  at  his 
recommendation,  specific  appropriations  were 
adopted.  Was  the  constitution  violated^  broken 
down,  and  destroyed,  under  the  administration 
of  the  Father  of  his  Country  ?  Or  did  the  for- 
tress to  which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
on  this  occasion,  dings  so  fimdly,  tumble  into 
ruin,  when  millions  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  himself,  to  be  disposed  of  for  a 
designated  object,  but,  in  everything  else,  sub- 
ieot  to  hia  unlimited  discretion  1  Ko,  sud 
Mr.  E.,  our  liberties  Honained  unimpaired;  and, 
he  trusted  in  God,  would  so  remiun  for  centuries 
yet  to  come.  He  put  it  to  Senators  to  say 
whether,  in  a  possible  contingency,  which 
would  understand,  our  forts  should  not  be 
anned,  or  shipa  put  in  oonunission?  None, 


will  venture  to  gainsay  it.  Tet  the  extattt 
which  such  arm  anient  ahonld  be  carried  nut, 
firom  the  very  necessity  of  the  csse^  be  Icftb 
the  sound  discretion  of  the  Frendent.  Fra: 
tlte  position  he  occupies,  no  one  on  be  so  rai- 
petent  to  form  a  correct  judgment,  and  he  eoi^! 
not,  if  he  would,  apply  the  monej  to 
objects  than  the  defences  of  the  coimti7. 

Mr.  FonroaxTBB  sud  he  shoold  vote  to  id- 
hercu   He  was  not  for  temporiangiritliEiuii 

S reposition  as  that  under  oonaderatioiL  h 
re  years  he  had  stood  on  the  floor  of  iht 
Senate  to  defend,  to  the  beet  of  Ids  poor  ^ 
and  judgment,  that  glorious  eraatitntoi  vUi 
had  been  handed  down  to  them  by  Qie  wiseial 
enlightened  patriots  who  framed  it.  Aodb 
thanked  Ood  t^t  the  last  vote  he  dodd  ja- 
baps  ever  f^ve  here,  would  be  recorded  in  li- 
fence  of  the  charter  of  our  liberties— tJie  Ccoi- 
tntion  of  the  United  States.  Eva-  nnee  ht  hi 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  thatSeDate,bebl 
seen  power  pn^reaaively  increanng,  tnircimc 
on,  step  by  step,  yproximating  to  snpw 
authority  in  one  haaa.  Who  had  na  bard  d 
such  a  monstrous  propoeiticm !  ItwRsvitte 
precedent,  was  never  before  heard  of;  atdbt 
(Mr.  F.)  would  venture  to  say  tba^  » 
months  the  Ohief  Ibcpstrate  oonldiilwM' 
oountry  into  a  atate  oi  hortility  wfth  ir» 
That  he  would  do  bo,  he  (Mr.  P.)  ^  not  bci, 
for  he  could  not  say  what  bis  aotitaivffiili^ 
bat  most  unquestioQably  he  wonid  ixn  » 
power  to  bring  upon  the  ooantrysncbialc^ 
ity,  if  tills  i^>propriation  were  to  p^v 
Senate. 

Mr.  Leioh  said  he  waa  really    >  Ip'  ^ 
perceive  how  this  indefinite  ^iproiniitkt 
millions  was  to  be  justified  by  tnj  tiiioi  ^ 
had  been  done  during  tlieadministraticiicdt 
Jefferson.   Would^e  Senator  firam 
(Mr.  Kotg)  be  good  enough  to  lunt  to  Iub^ 
oocasion  on  which  milliooa  had  been  phm? 
OoDgreas  at  the  nnoontrdtod  diipoa^flf 
dent  Je^rsont 

[Mr.  Kino  expltdned  ibat  a  very  large 
priation  was  made  during  the  adnuoistn^ 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  enaUe  hun  to  tib 
measures  as  he  might  deem  necessarxin^ 
to  secure  Florida;  and  secret  agents  Ten? 
pointed  to  carry  the  object  into  effect] 

Mr.  Lbiqh  resumed:  he  remembered 
well  that  there  was  made,  in  secret  ae^^ 
appropriation  of  $3,000,000,  in  order  to  »jj 
Mr.  Jefferson  to  open  a  negotiation  for  twF 
chase  of  Florida ;  and  he,  instead  of  iw^ 
the  purchase  at  that  time,  negoliBteddrtl^ 
ohase  of  Louisiana,  without  amdoTiDg*^ 
of  the  money  thus  appropriated.  Tlu*  , 
caaetovhidi  he  (Mr.  l!)  supposed  tbe  g^t^ 
man  alluded.   He  would  take  upon  biB>^ 
affirm  that  no  instance  oould  be  found,  am 
during  the  administration  of  Mr. 
of  any  other  President,  of  an  VP^P™^ 
having  been  made  which  bore  the  le*"*,"*^ 
bknce  to  this ;  but  he  did  not  rise 
porpoee  of  nuJdng  that  ain^  Ttuta-*' 
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object  beina  to  make  two  otben.  The  first  one 
wasythat  the  ailment  addressed  to  that  Sen- 
ate Dj  the  Senator  from  Alabama  was  precisely, 
in  so  manj  words,  the  argument  that  was  once 
addressed  to  the  Senate  and  people  of  Rome,  as 
a  reason  for  the  appointment  of  a  Dictator, 
namelj :  that,  in  times  of  exdtement  and  dxffi- 
oult7,  it  was  absolntely  necessar^r  that  the 
whole  powers  of  the  Government  should  be 
phiced  in  the  hands  of  one  man  I  Give  the 
C%ief  Magistrate  this  i^iprapriation,  (said  Mr. 
lO  andyoa eatablifih tiie office  <^ Dictator. 

Hr.  wmaHT  hoped  the  Senate  would  not 
adhere  to  their  disagreement.  He  felt  himself 
bound  to  state  that  he  did  not  know  bnt  that 
he  had  heard  of  the  constitution  beinc  broken 
down,  destroyed,  and  the  liberties  of  the  ooon- 
try  overthrown,  so  frequently  in  that  Senate,  as 
to  render  him  cuUons  to  the  real  state  of  things. 
For  the  last  sixteen  months  those  fears  and  fore- 
bodings had  been  so  strongly  and  oftea  ex- 
pressed on  that  floor,  that  they  bad  been  forci- 
bly impressed  ut>on  him ;  yet,  he  must  say  that 
he  was  incqiable  of  pOTOuving  a  particle  of 
their  effects.  Noe^denoehadbeseenof  them ; 
nor  could  he  now  partake  of  tbe  alarm  which 
some  gentlemen  pretended  to  feel,  when  he  saw 
that  uae  assererations  made  at  this  time  came 
from  the  same  source.  What  bad  the  Senate 
now  before  it  I  A  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- . 
resentatives — ^from  the  immediate  represente- 
tives  of  the  people,  proposing  to  proTide  for  the 
defence  of  uie  country.  What  bad  honorable 
Senators  debated?  The  danger  of  executire 
power.  Were,  he  would  ask,  those  representa- 
tives sitting  at  the  other  end  of  that  Capitol  the 
most  likely  to  contiibute  to  that  danger !  Was 
that  the  source  from  which  Senators  were  com- 
pelled to  look  for  danger  in  that  reneot  t  Such 
an  idea  had  never  ooenrred  to  luBnund.  Under 
what  ciFonnutancee  did  the  members  of  the 
other  body  present  the  appropriation!  He 
b^ieve^  and  he  spoke  on  good  authority,  that 
oor  minister  at  the  court  of  France  had  Informed 
this  Government  that  it  was  problematical  that 
the  French  might  strike  the  first  blow  ag^nst 
HR,  by  detaining  our  fleet  now  in  the  Kediterra- 
nean.  Congress  were  on  the  point  of  adjourn- 
ing ;  and,  being  in  possession  of  such  advices 
from  our  minister,  they  had  thought  proper  to 
act  aa  they  had  done  in  regard  to  this  appropri- 
ation. And  he  would  inquire,  by  what  notion 
it  was  that  the  Senate  were  to  be  impressed 
with  the  danger  of  putting  this  power  into  the 
hands  of  tlw  Executive — tnat  our  libwties  were 
to  be  destroyed  and  the  oonstitntiou  b^pled 
upon  ?  Ay*  in  making  an  impropriation  for  the 
defence  and  safety  ot  the  ooontiy  trom  a  fcireign 
enemy  t 

Kr.  Wbbstib  said  he  had  beard  the  gentie- 
man  from  New  York  make  an  alluuon  to  a 
particular  part  of  the  country,  during  the  war 
with  Engbmd,  as  tmngmore  fearflil  of  domestic 
than  of  fordga  enemiea.  It  mm  necMMiy  An- 


him  at  once  to  come  to  an  understanding  with 
tiie  honorable  member.  He  desired  to  know 
whether  he  meant  any  thing  by  those  remarks. 
He  felt  that  his  public  situation  entitied  him  to 
a  direct  answer ;  and  he  asked  the  honorable 
member,  therefore,  to  say,  explicitiy,  whether 
he  had  Attended  to  insbauate,  in  any  manner  or 
degree,  that  his  (Kr.  W.'s)  conduct,  during  that 
war,  manifested  any  want  of  disposition  to  repel 
the  bnblfe  enemy  f 

lb.  WneoT  said,  In  reply,  that  U  was  not  till 
after  that  pniodthathenadbeocKne  aoqnafaited 
with  the  Senator  fi<nn  Xaaaaohusetta,  in  hie 
public  ohsraoter,  and  therefore  oould  have  had 
no  such  intention. 

The  question  was  taken  on  adhering,  and 
deddedasfeUowB: 

Tus.— HesBrs.  BeU,  Bibb,  GaUunm,  Clay,  Cl^ 
ton,  Ewing,  FrdiagfaujaeiL  Goldsboroogh,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  En^ht,  Leu^  lUogum,  Hoore,  Nanddn, 
Foindezter,  Portar,  PrBntifls,l*peston,  EobbinSjSils- 
bee.  Smith,  Southard,  Sirift,  TonHinson,  Tyler,  Wag- 
gamao,  Webster,  White— 29. 

Nats. — ^Ifeflsn.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Gatli> 
bert,  Gnmdy,  WSL,  Kane,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Geo^a,  Linn,  ICcKean,  Ruggiea,  Robinson,  Bh^ey, 
TaUioadge,  Tipton,  Wright— 17. 

The  House  further  inasted,  and  asked  a  con- 
ference ;  wfait^  haw[  immediately  granted  \^ 
the  Senate,  Ueasra.  WiBsn&  FmixaHUTamr, 
and  "SfmoBx.  were  app(^tea  oonfereea  cm  tha 
part  of  the  fwnate. 

Shortly  afterwards,  Kr.  Wbbstkb  reported 
that  the  committee  of  conference  had  agreed, 
in  lieu  of  tlie  amendment  o£  the  Honsei  to 
recommend  the  adopts  ^  the  fidlowiog  appro- 
priations: 

"As  an  additional  mwwriation  for  aimiiig  the 
fortdflcationB  of  tbe  TTnited  States,  three  hundred 
thousuui  doOara. 

"As  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  reptSsB 
and  equipment  the  mga  at  war  of  the  United 
States,  five  hundred  thousand  dtdlaa." 

The  House  having  possession  of  the  bill  and 
papers,  the  Senate  oould  not  act  on  the  report 
until  it  heard  from  the  other  House. 

After  waiting  some  time,  on  motiost  of  Kr. 
Wkbstkb,  the  Senate  adopted  the  fbUowing 
rescdntton; 

SttelMi,  That  a  measage  be  sent  to  the  hanotafala 
tbe  House  of  Representatives,  respectftdly  to  remind 
the  Hoose  of  die  Tq;>oit  of  the  oonunittee  of  ooofe]^ 
ence  appobaai  on  the  dissgreeing  votes  at  tiie  two 
HooHa  on  the  amendment  of  the  Hoose  to  tbe 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bOl  le^MCting  the 
fortificaticms  of  tbe  United  States. 

The  Senate  then  wuted  still  a  good  while 
longer,  and  not  hearing,  sent  still  another  mee- 
sage,  informing  the  House  that  they,  the  Senate, 
hw  no  further  business  before  them.  No 
answer  coming  to  this  message,  the  Senate,  aftv 
waiting  a  oonnderable  time  longer,  and  hearing 
noting  tnm  the  Inll,  a^ljoiiniea,  cAm  dine. 
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TWENTY-THIRD  C01fGfiESS.-SEC0ND  SESSION. 

PSOOBBBINGS  AKD  DEBATSS 
THE  HOUSE  OF  BEPBESEJSfTATIVEB. 


UontiT,  December  1, 1884. 

The  Honae  of  Bepreeentativefl  asBembled  this 
morning.  The  honorable  Jomi  Bbu,  Speaker, 
took  the  chair  and  called  the  Hoose  to  order. 

The  of  the  House  waa  called  by  the 
Clerk  in  the  wdw  of  Stately  vpenirhioh  it^>- 
Mued  that  fliere  vere  188  membera  preaent. 
The  namea  of  the  new  membera  were  then 
eaUed;  wbmtiiefidlowingffeDtlemen  answered 
to  their  namea,  were  qnuifiedf  and  took  their 
aeate,'  via. : 

Stephen  0.  PhiQipa^  from  MawachnaettB ; 
Ebeneaer  Jac^Mm,  Phineaa  ICner,  and  Joseph 
Tramboll,  from  Oonneotiont ;  Ohanes  Or.  Ferns, 
and  John  3.  Vo^an,  from  Hew  York ;  John 
Bobertaon,  from  Viripnia;  Robert  F.  Letcher, 
Aran  Eentacky;  Daniel  Ki]^;ore,  from  Ohio; 
Hemy  Johnson,  frtnn  Loniauns:  William  L. 
ICa^,  and  John  Beynolds  from  Illnu^ 


ItamuT,  December  S. 

Bknr  F.  Jaw,  elected  &  BepresentafiTe 
fron  the  State  of  Vermont,  to  smiply  the  to- 
oani7  oocasUmed  by  the  d«tt}i  of  the  honorable 
Bo^amin  F.  Deming,  a^eared,  and  waa  quali- 
fied. 

ICr.  KdEnaxT,  ftom.  the  Joint  committee 
(oonristing^  on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  Hesars. 
HoEiKUT  and  LAirsiHe)  impointed  to  wait  on 
the  Freadent  at  the  Umtea  Btatea,  and  inform 
him  that  the  two  HoDses  were  organized,  and 
ready  to  reewve  firom  him  any  commnnication 
whidh  he  ndf^  have  to  mm^  reported  that 
the  comndttee  had  discharged  that  daty,  and 
had  reoeired  for  answer  that  the  Pr^ddent 
wonld  smd  a  Ueasage  In  writing  to  each  Honae 
of  OongresB  \h\&  day  at  13  o^do^ 

The  Message  was  then  received  from  the 
Present  of  the  United  Statea.  [See  Senate 
prooeedinga  of  thia  date. 


On  motion  of  Hr.  OosiroB,  H  wu  orist^ 
that  the  MesMge  be  committed  to  the  Qimt- 
tee  of  the  Whole  Honae  on  Uie  state(^^ 
UnioD,  and  that  ten  thousand  ooinee  ti  ^ 
Keseage,  and  the  doonments  aeoompai^^ 
be  printed  for  the  nse  of  the  House. 


WnnraanxT,  December  8. 

Iha(k  {(f  Mr.  Blade. 

Mr.  Oaskt,  of  Hlincna,  rose,  he  said,  to  # 
a  resolution  to  the  Hoose,  expresaTet^^ 
reepeot  of  the  members  of  this  bodjSxp 
memory  of  the  honorable  Ohjlrlib  Sua 
one  of  the  BepresentatiTea  frtnn  Wim  oo  tb 
floor.  In  submitting  the  reeolntioa,  whidl 
now  have  the  hcmor  to  d<^  for  tin  on^^ 
tion  of  the  Honae,  it  is  not  my  pmpoi^i^ 
ICr.  OL,  to  treqwaa  «i  tta  time  or  ittaitiao^ 
a  labored  cndogy  <m  tbe  character  ctfuj'". 
distiiwoiahed  odIeagDfi  and  nmoh  Htetft^ 
fHenoTnownomore.  He  died  near  Tint^ 
in  Indiana,  of  that  soonrge  <tf  natkns,  dina 
on  his  way  home  from  attending  tltelirtK^ 
sion  of  Oongress.  His  amiable  nuumen.^ 
mild  and  benevolent  dispositioDj  his 
sense,  snd  nntiring  devotion  to  his  le^" 
dntiea  while  here,  nave  made  a  lastiiu 
sion  on  all  who  knew  him.  He  had  > 
tliat  responded  to  every  advanoe  of  Bjm?»!_ 
and  benevolence,  a  heart  formed  for  l^eiws 
ardent  attachments.  Open  and  nndi^guBt^ 
the  prominent  traits  of  his  character  Met » 
ways  before  the  world.  Bat  soffioe  it  to  or 
thi^  though  the  dnst  of  Okueis  8uh>>c.' 
det^  wi£  that  of  hia  fiathers,  he  stUl  Utc; 
the  hearts  of  hnndnds  and  tboosands  of^ 
oonntrymen,  who,  with  sincerity,  dej^w^ 
death.  I  therefore  re^eetfoUy  ask  the  memb^ 
of  this  Hooae  to  o(mcar  wifhmein  this  himitH 
thialasttribnteofxe^eottohlsmeDiaj'  *^ 
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O.  oonoliided  ^^J  oStaiag  the  followtng  r«eoIa- 
tion,  'whioh  was  agreed  to,  ««n.  enk 

Setolved,  UfUMHiUMMly,  Hiat  flie  membera  this 
House  will  testiiy  their  respect  for  the  memory  of 
Chxblxs  Slide,  deceased,  1^  a  member  of  tibis 
House  from  the  State  of  Dlinoifl^  ^f*"^ 
on  the  left  aim  for  one  month. 

Jti.  JjlHib^  of  VwinoDt,  rose  and  Bidd  It  had 
become  his  mdancholj  dnt^to  amunmoeto  the 
BottBe  the  death,  since  the  laat  session,  of  an- 
other of  its  nomber.  The  honorable  BssaiMOt 
F.  DmnHO,  of  Vermont,  departed  this  life,  said 
ISr.  J.,  on  the  11&  of  Jmy  last,  on  his  waj 
from  tiiis  place  to  his  home  in  that  Btate.  The 
deceased  had  been  bat  a  short  time  a  member 
of  this  body,  but  long  had  held  a  disdngoished 
place  in  the  connoils  of  his  natdve  Btate;  and 
was  tha«,  and  wherever  else  known,  nniver^ 
sally  esteemed  and  beloved  as  an  enlightened 
and  honest  statesman,  as  an  amiable  citizen,  as  a 
Christian  of  pore  and  nnsnllied  morals.  How- 
ever flattering  it  may  be  to  hold  a  seat  on  the 
floor  of  this  Boose,  to  me  it  is  deeply  affecting 
that  ^  <Hie  I  have  the  homrw  ooonpying 
has  been  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  an  able 
l^ifilator— by  the  removal  from  his  family  of 
an  afiEtotionate  hnsband,  a  kind  parentj  and 
from  me  a  long  and  most  valned  personal  friend  1 
Bnt  if  we  be  permitted  to  gather  hope  from 
the  pnblio  and  private  walk,  the  rectitude  of 
mOTal  character,  the  daily  Ohristian  deport- 
ment of  man,  few,  if  any,  nave  left  more  com- 
forting, more  enduring  evidences,  than  the 
deoeawd,  that  he  has  now  a  crown  of  immor- 
tEility,  an  eternal  rest  In  testimony  of  onr  re- 
spect, I  move  the  followhw  resolnticui. 

Hr.  J.  then  snbmitted  uie  foBowing  resola- 
tion,  which  was  adopted,  nm.  eon. 

Setohed^  mammou^y^  That  the  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  thdr  reqwot  for  the  memcny  of 
BsHJAvn  F.  Dkmutq,  deosMed,  late  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  by  wearing  cnpe  on  the  left  aim  tat  one 
month. 


TmissDiTi  December  4. 
AnmuU  TreaiuTy  JBeport, 

The  Sfuexb  lud  before  the  House  the  an- 
nnal  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  on 
the  state  of  the  finances ;  which,  ou  motion  of 
Mr.  Pole,  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  10,000 
copies  ordered  to  be  ininted. 

Sundry  other  oonununications  were  received 
fimn  the  Sewetair  of  the  TreAsnty:  which 
were  laid  ca  the  tabtoi  and  ordwed  to  be 
printed. 


VoiniiT,  Deoonbw  S. 

HzpendUurea  at  Ncsoy  Point,  N.  Y. 

The  fdlowiog  resolution,  sabmitted  on  Thnrs- 
day,  by  Mr.  "Vfuamta,  wm  taken  np; 


[H.  or  ^ 

Retdvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  direct* 
ed  to  report  to  this  House  the  amount  expended  In 
erectbe  tiie  Bhip-house  at  ITavy  Pointy  in  the  ooonty 
of  Jefl^wm,  and  State  (tf  New  Toik,  ad  the  exp 
pmse  of  keeping  the  anne  in  re^idr.  Also^  die  Uke 
mformatioa  in  relation  to  the  vessel  built  and  lively 
sold  It  Storr^  Harbor,  in  add  county,  and  the  amount 
of  compensation  allowed  to  the  officer  or  oflloenL 
person  or  petsons,  who  have  from  time  to  time  baa 
chaiee  of  the  same.  Also  the  reasons,  if  any  exist, 
ibr  Oe  flutiier  piesemtion  <rf  the  vessd  and  ship* 
house  at  Navy  Pc^t  Also,  that  be  report  toe 
amount  herefatfore  paid  for  the  use  and  occupation 
of  the  land  now  bdongjug  to  the  heirs  of  Henry 
EckfonL  deceased,  at  Navy  Point  and  Storr's  Harbor, 
on  Diiich  the  vessels  New  (Means  and  Chippewa  were 
built,  and  also  the  tarns  of  any  contract  which  may 
have  been  made  with  the  Qovemment,  or  its  authoi^ 
ized  agent,  for  the  use  and  oocupation  of  such  land. 

Hr.  Whitb  moved  the  foDowii^  amendment, 
which  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Wabdwsu.;  and, 
thus  amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to, 

viz: 

"  And  any  oUier  information  In  poosssdon  of  dM 
Department  relative  thereto." 


TnxBDAT,  December  9. 
FrmnUfrom  Fbrdgn  Power*. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Tirginia,  rose  to  remind  the 
House  that,  at  the  last  sesnon,  a  Message  was 
received  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  snbmitting  to  the  djrooeition  of  Congress 
oertain  presoits  man  the  lanpenn-  of  Moroooo, 
(A  lion  and  two  horses.)  The  Ootmnittep  on 
For^cn  Affairs,  to  which  the  Message  was  re- 
ferred! recommended  that  the  presmts  should 
be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  placed  in  the  treasnry 
of  the  United  States.  Bnt  the  Executive 
thought  he  wss  not  suffldentiy  Justified  without 
an  act  of  Congress,  for  taking  this  course.  It 
was  desirable  that  the  snbjMt  should  be  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  oontinguit  fond  relieved  from 
the  expense  now  charged  npon  it.  He  moved 
a  recommitment  of  the  Message  to  the  Oonunit- 
tee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Olaitos  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
so  as  to  instroot  the  committee  also  to  consider 
the  proprie^  <tf  dispodiu^  in  smne  manner/' <tf 
thepresents  already  in  ^  State  Department. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  mover, 
and  tiie  motion,  aa  modified,  agreed  to  in  th« 
following  fonn: 

J2eM2t>ed;  That  the  Message  of  tiie  Fnrident  of  die 
United  States  on  tiie  snt^ject  <tf  a  present  received 

the  coBSQl  of  the  United  States  at  Tangier  from 
the  EmpOTW  of  Morocco,  made  to  this  House  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  be  reoomndtted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Afiaiis^  with  instmctions  to  report 
a  1^  directing  the  saletu  tiw  lion  and  bones  p>» 
sented;  and  mc^  i^iidloation  of  the  prooeeds  of  such 
sale  as  shall  be  deemed  most  qqnopiiate.  Also,  to 
Inqmre  into  the  expediency  of  makine  disposition  of 
such  other  presents  as  have  been  made  to  officers  of 
Ote  Oovemment,  and  deposited  in  tlie  Secretary  <ii 
State's  office,  as  behig  presented  contrary  to  the  con- 
ititutkxL 
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Oeneral  Za/ojfette. 

Vr.  HtTBBXED  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  proceedings  at  the  last  eesrion, 
upon  the  rew^ntirai  then  reported  from  a  joint 
Oommlttee  of  the  two  Hooses,  for  the  adoption 
of  suitable  mearares  for  pajinff  proper  respect 
to  tiie  memoij  ot  Gmeral  Laiayette,  and  snb- 
mitted  the  following  resolntion  to  cany  into 
•fbot  the  drdw  adc^ted  by  the  Honae  at  the 
kteaeasion  : 

Stttolvedy  That  a  craomittee  be  ^pointed  on  the 
p&rt  of  this  House,  to  join  such  cosunittee  aa  maj 
oe  appointed  oa  the  pari  of  the  Senate,  to  ooadder 
and  report  the  airangementi  neooemrj  to  be  adopt- 
ed, in  order  to  cany  into  effect  the  last  resolntion 
reported  on  the  34^  June,  1834,  b;  the  johit  com- 
ndttee  appointed  at  the  last  seseioD  of  Congreea,  on 
ttw  oeoMion  ot  the  death  of  Oenenl  Le&jwtte. 

The  laaolBtlcHi  was  a^^eed  tO|  and  the  oom- 
ndttee  ordered  to  ocnidct  of  fiYe  monbers. 
Mmm.  HnSBAXD,  Lisoour,  Wsm,  At.t.ak  of 
"Vi^iuia,  and  ICasaHALL,  were  amunmoed  as  the 
coBMnittee^ 


"WmmnsDAt,  Deoemher  10. 

Among  the  petitions  and  memorials  present- 
ed to-day,  was  odk  hj  Mr.  Pbakob,  of  Bhode 
Idandf  of  John  K.  Bwnolds,  lately  retamed 
from  a  TQyage  of  «zploration  in  the  Pacific 
ooean  and  <m  the  North-weat  coast,  praying  that 
an  «n>edition  may  be  fitted  oat  to  anrvey  the 
idonoB  and  reeft  in  tiiat  ooean  and  on  that 
coast.  The  petition  was  recommended  by  both 
branches  of  the  L^islatnre  of  Rhode  Island ; 
and  Mr.  F.  stated  that  the  Lenslatm^s  of  sev- 
eral other  States  woold  join  m  the  prayer  of 
the  memorial,  as  would  the  merohante  and 
chambers  oi  oommeroe  in  the  principal  cities 
of  the  Union.  To  show  the  importance  of  the 
object  in  view,  Mr.  P.  stated  that  there  were 
now  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery  183,000  tons 
of  shipping ;  that  there  were  employed  10,000 
seamen ;  and  that  the  bnriness  mreot  and  in- 
direct empltqred  170^000  tons  <^  diipi^i^,  and 
more  than  12,000  seamen ;  that  more  than  one- 
tenth  part  ct  om  whole  navigaticm  was  engaged 
teit;  and  the  owitalinTested  was  $13,000,000. 
He  farther  stated  that  the  annual  loss  of  prop- 
er^ npon  the  islands  and  ree&  not  laid  down 
upon  any  chart,  was  ftdly  eqnal  to  the  e^kense 
of  the  expeditioB  and  sorrey  Teq[oeBted. 

ElMftion  Iff  a  Chapla^ 
The  Honse  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 

Ghaplain;  and 
The  Rot.  Kc.  Smith,  having  a  majority  of 

the  whtde  n amber  of  votes  given,  was  declared 

to  be  dnly  elected  as  Ohapltun,  on  the  part  of 

tiiia  Honn,  tat  the  present  sesdon. 


TtaDBSDAT,  Deoemher  11. 
Frmch  Beiatumi. 
The  fbllowing  resolntion,  sabndttel  jato> 
day,  by  Mr.  Fosibb,  was  taken  op: 

SMohed,  That  ^  Fre^dent  ct  the  TJvted  Efen 
be  requested  to  cwninaaicate  to  diiifiaaK(¥9l 
in  hia  t^anion  incompatible  with  the  poUk  ktmt 
any  oommamesdon  or  DoireqKindaioe  wtii  m; 
hare  taken  plaoe  between  our  nuniater  at  ?iA  ad 
the  Framh  OoTerament,  or  between  the  mim 
from  I^anoe  to  this  Government  and  th«  Secnter 
of  State,  (m  the  ndyeot  of  the  refuaal  af  the  fnid 
Qovenunent  to  make  proTision  fm  the  execotia  i 
the  treat;  ooncloded  b^een  the  United  Sua  a' 
France  on  the  ith  of  Julj,  1881. 

Mr.  FoBTKBsddthatheimdarstoodtlieCic- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had  reooitlj  ncsjti 
a  commnnication  from  the  Secretary  of  Stiti 
on  the  subject  embraced  in  the  resolnfics,  si 
that  additional  information  was  expected  kr 
that  committee.  He  wonld,  thesefoie,monB 
lav  the  resolntion  on  the  table  tor  the  pwC; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

JPyblic  Lands, 
lb.  Out,     orauoit^  moved  the  ftlkn^ 
resolntion: 

Jietohitd,  That  the  Secretuy  aC  ^fam!* 
directed  to  report  to  this  Hoose — 

iBt  What  quantity  of  poUic  land  has  been  cBn 
at  pal^  sate  in  the  several  States  and  TenimiK 

2d.  What  portion  remdos  nnsold  ud  Eatfedk 
private  entry  in  the  States  and  Tenitorio, 
lively,  and  hov  Umg  the  same  has  been  so  ntyci 
eaclL 

Sd.  What  portfon  of  the  publio  knd  ofitnA"' 
not  sold  at  auction,  baa  dneebeettboa^itp*' 
sale. 

4th.  What  quantt^  of  pobtio  land  hs  bta^ 
and  for  iriiat  slun,  in  eadi  year,  from  the  jmi» 

inclusive. 

6th.  And  the  nnmber  of  acres  in  eadi  Sblt  ■ 
Terrttory,  the  number  sold  in  each,  and  the  iaM> 
reoeired  therefor. 

Impritoimatt/or  J>ibL 
Ur.  JoHinoir,      Eeotnoky,  Babmittel  & 
following  resolntion : 

li«»olv«d,  That  the  Committee  on  ^^^'^ 
OoInmUa  be  instnioted  to  inqdre  late  tb»ap* 
enoy  of  aboli^ng  imprisonment  fix  dabt 

PitbUeLandt. 

Mr.  VoKiava  oflbred  the  „ 

he  widted  printed,  and  poBtiKxied  hc*^'- 

JReaolvtd,  That  ^  C(Hn0dttee  onFablisbB<!^ 
faMraoted  to  bring  inabai  to  ledom  the 
die  public  huda  to  levn^-five  centa  an  vfi  'T 
all  hmda  wfaic^  have  been  offered  for  aale  ind  !«<»■ 
unsold  for  mora  than  five  yean,  and  ies  ^ 
years,  to  fifty  oentB  an  acre;  andall  Iandivhiav|| 
been  ofifared  for  sale  and  ronaia  nnaoU  for  ■"'"'^ 
ten  and  leaa  than  fifteen  years,  to  f^^'^*fz 
an  acre;  and  all' landa  which  haw  been 
•ale  and  remain  unsold  for  owe  thin  flfteoi, 
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Auk  tmaity  jtm,  to  twdve  bwI  a  half  cents  an 
acre ;  and  all  lands  which  have  been  offered  for  sale 
and  remain  unsold  for  more  tiwn  twenty,  and  loes 
than  twentj-five  Tears,  to  rix  and  one-foardi  cents  an 
acre ;  and  all  lands  which  hare  been  offered  for  sale 
and  remain  unsold  for  more  than  tweoty-fiTe  yean, 
to  become  the  property  of  the  States  in  which  they 
Ue,  respectively ;  and  all  persons  who  reade  on  the 
public  lands,  and  shall  have  cultivated  any  portion 
thereof,  for  one  or  more  years,  to  have  the  rig^t  of 
pre-emption  of  one  quarter  section  at  the  price  above 
fixed  upon  the  class  to  whidi  it  may  belong  in  the 
tot^Sl^ng  Mde  of  graduation. 


TsanrTj  December  U. 

Burning  0/  the  TVeatttry  BuUdir^f. 

Tbe  foUowiDg  Message  was  received  iWnn  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  hy  the  bands  of 
Mr.  A.  J.  Donelson,  his  private  Seoretaiy : 

WARBnmni,  Dtemitr  IS,  1884. 

7b  the  Soute  of  RepntmtaHw : 

la  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Bg;>re8eDUtives  of  tbe  10th  instant,  cslling  for  any 
innnrmaUon  which  the  Freddent  may  possess  respect- 
ing the  burning  of  the  building  occupied  by  the 
UrmMorj  Department,  in  tbe  year  1888, 1  transmit 
herewith  the  papers  containing  the  inquiry  into  the 
cause  ct  that  disaster,  wiiich  was  directed  and  made 
torn  after  its  occurrence. 

Accompanying  this  inquiry,  I  also  transmit  a  par- 
tlcolar  reiwrt  fr<m  Ur.  HcLane,  who  was  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  stating  all  the  fitcts  relating  to 
Um  snl^eet  iriu'di  were  within  the  knoirtedn  of  the 
offioerat^ the  Department,  and  sodi  losses  ^records 
and  papers  as  were  ascertained  to  have  been  sub- 


ANDBEWJACKaOtr. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Folk,  the  Message  and 
docnments  vow  ntami  to  tbe  Oommtttee  on 
Pnbllo  Buildings,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Oumberland  SomL 

The  following  resolution,  snhmitted  yester- 
day, by  Ifo.  MoKknvan,  was  taken  ap : 

Setolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  transmit  to  this  House  any  communication  he 
may  have  received  from  the  oommisdoners  appointed 
by  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Tir- 
ghiia,  to  receive  portions  of  tbe  Cumberland  road 
within  tbe  limts  of  those  States,  reqMCtivdy,  and  to 
erect  toll-gates  thereon;  and  to  fumlah  an  estimate 
<^  the  amount  of  money  which  may  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  repairs  of  the  said  road,  agreeaUy  to 
the  reqidsition  of  the  laws  of  said  StatM,  whidi  have 
received  the  assent  of  Congress.  Also,  that  he  inform 
the  House  what  is  the  emidition  of  the  masonry  on 
tbe  road,  how  mm  inches  of  metsl  bam  bsau  p&t 
on  that  part  of  it  which  has  been  located  anew  under 
the  act  of  OonvresB,  and  upon  that  of  it  which  lies 
between  the  Monongahela  and  Ohio  rivers.  And 
also  what  depth  of  metal  Is,  in  his  opinion,  necessary 
to  make  a  permanent  and  substantial  road  upon  the 
plan  which  has  been  adopted  in  its  repair  by  the 
PepartmenL 

Ifr.  HoEoHAv  sabn^tted  the  foDowli^  u 
a  motUfioation  of  his  resdntian;  whibh  was 


agreed  to ;  and  tbna  modified,  the  reootntion 
was  adc^ited: 

*'And  also  that  he  f^unish  tUs  House  with  a 
copy  of  tbe  instnictions  whidi  were  ^ven  by  the 
Department  to  the  saperintendent,  as  to  tbe  manp 
ner  in  wlddt  the  rq>airs  npon  that  road  should  be 
made," 


UoNDAT,  December  15. 

dfmeral  Zqfat^gtU. 

Tbe  Sfxaxeb  laid  before  the  Hooae  the  fol- 
lowing Meaeage  from  the  Fmldent  of-  the 
United  States: 

WjjmKOioir,  Jkemhtr  10,  1884. 
ThUuffovmof  M^nmUaiivei  of  the  Uiuitd  SUOea: 
The  Jdnt  reaohitioDs  of  Ctmgress,  unanimously 
expresmig  thdr  sensibility  on  the  inteUigrace  of  the 
death  of  General  XjAyette,  were  communicated,  in 
coznplianoe  with  their  will,  to  George  Washington 
laftyette,  and  the  other  members  at  the  fiunily  of 
that  UlnsMous  man.  By  thwr  request,  I  now  pre- 
sent the  heartfelt  aeknowtedgments  ot  the  survinng 
descendants  of  oar  beloved  fiiend,  for  that  hlghJy- 
valoed  proof  of  the  sympathy  of  the  United  States. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

On  motion  of  l£r.  XL  Etxbstt,  tbe  Meesi^e 
and  accompanying  docunents  were  refwred  to 
tbe  Oommtttee  on  Fmeigu  Bdationa, 


TmsDAi^  December  28. 

Omeral  JjtfayeUt. 

Mr.  HvBBABo,  from  the  seleot  Jmnt  committee 
^pointed  to  ooiuider  and  report  what  measures 
were  neoeesary  to  give  effect  to  the  reeolntiona 
adopted  at  the  last  sesidon,  for  p^ing  snitable 
honors  to  the  memory  of  Oeneral  Lafhyette,  re- 
ported oertidn  joint  reeolnfions,  ^for  which  see 
Senate  debatee  of  this  date ;)  wbiob  were  twice 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  engroned  for  a  tUzd 
reading. 

Wkdhxsdat,  December  34. 

The  Spbaxxb  presented  the  following  memo- 
rial, bc&ns  the  same  as  that  imaentea  Mr. 
Ltoi^  oflGoUgan: 

Exactmra  Onici, 
DxnoiT,  Deeembtr  IS  1884. 
S» :  In  obedience  to  a  request  of  the  LegieUtive 
Council  of  tbe  Territory  of  Midugan,  I  have  tbe 
honor  to  trananit  to  ym  a  menunul  <tf  that  body, 
prayfaig  the  eatabliahment  of  a  aqiarale  terrltorisl 
government  for  tbe  distriet  of  comtby  west  of  Lake 
iUcblgan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  le^eeiftiHy,  jmt 

most  <A>edient  servant,   

Ul'KVJENH  T.  HABtnt. 

"BsuL  Jom  BuL, 

djpsolsr  ^Ot  E.  JL  PhffiJflMtei 
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Jfortk^amtrm  Semimy. 


[Dnzian,lSM. 


2b  the  SenaU  and  Houae  of  Jieprueniaiiwtt  of  the 

Uniiad  Statet  in  Gongreu  anmbted : 
At  an  extra  session  of  the  L^^alative  Coirncn  of 
the  Territor;  of  Midugan,  held  on  the  fitst  Uonday 
of  September  last,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Gongres 
itf  the  SOth  of  June,  18S4,  an  act  was  paaeed  to 
inovide  for  the  taking  a  census  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  the  Territory  of  Uidugan  whidi  is  situ- 
■ted  to  the  eastward  of  the  IDariadi^  lUnr.  This 
dn^  has  been  perfbrmed  by  the  aheriA  of  the 
leveial  ooontiea,  under  oath,  and  nearly  In  the  same 
manner  as  ttiat  which  has  been  heretofore  adopted 
by  the  general  Government  to  obtain  an  enumendion 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  population 
it  found  to  amount  to  ninety-two  thousand  rix  hun- 
dred and  Beventy-tbree  souls.  "The  counties  sitn- 
ited  npon  the  pennisulo,  and  those  lying  north  and 
west  of  Idke  lUchipn,  oontam  the  following  num- 
bers: 


Wayne, 

Washtenaw, 

Oakland, 

Xonroei, 

LenaiTf^ 

Kaoomb, 

Sl^oseidi, 
XalamaEoo, 
8t.  Clair, 


16,688 
14,920 
18,844 
8,1142 
V,911 
6,065 


8,168 
8,124 
2,244 


Jadrson, 

Berrien, 

Calhoun, 

Branch, 

IfichiUmadnac, 

Cbij^WB, 

Brown, 

Oawfbcd, 

Iowa, 


1,86S 

1,714 
764 
891 
526 

1,957 
810 

S,688 


Id  this  enumeration,  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
which  is  situated  between  the  IDssiBrippI  and  Vissouri 
riven,  and  whidi  was,  for  the  puipose  only  of  tempo- 
rary p)Temment,  attached  to  the  Territory  of  Midil- 

-  nn  at  the  last  session  of  Congross,  are  not  embraced, 
niey  may  be  jnsUy  estinuded  at  from  five  to  eidit 
thousand  souls.  The  population  of  Western  Midii- 
gan  (now  generally  known  as  the  Wisconsin  Terri- 
tory) may  be  stated  at  from  twelve  to  fiiteen  thou- 
nnd.  And  we  would  again  reqwctfdlly  ask  of  your 
honorable  body  to  hear  tbdr  cunplaints,  and  to 
to  tliem  nwedilr  the  relief  for  whtdi  Oi^  pray, 
coontiy  inaaUted  latitat  pec^  has  been  gub- 
jected,  at  various  times,  to  different  Oovemments ; 
bitt,  on  an  occasions,  the  promise  seems  to  have  been 
held  out  to  them,  that  their  sutyection  to  those 
Ooremments  should  be  but  tempoivry.  So  remote. 
Indeed,  have  been  tiie  seats  of  those  Govemments, 
that  it  is  believed  that  neither  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  nor  of  any  Territoiy,  actually  had  force  west 
of  I«ke  Udilgan,  until  after  the  year  1820.  About 
tiiat  time,  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  notary  publio 
might  be  seen  ri»imli>g  and  exercising  his  office 
there  under  a  ooAmiiarion  from  the  King  of  Franoe. 

Tbe  inbalntants  between  Ijike  Hicmgan  and  the 
IfigffiyJppI  have  almost  every  year,  «nce  their  sub- 
jeotioa  to  the  Qofemmeut  at  Michigan  in  the  year 
18I&  comtd^ned  to  CoDgieSB  of  dw  great  evili  imder 
vldbn  they  were  solfomg  In  oonseqaoioe  of  this 
oomiection.  They  are  separated  ftom  the  great 
ii^J<mty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  by  cue 
of  the  largest  lakes  upon  this  continent ;  and  it  most 
obviously  be  very  difficult,  if  not  iinpracticable, 
to  oommnnicate  with  them  daring  (ueWf  of  the 
■jmr.  Thdr  pnndts  In  Hfe  are  aim  as  widdy  i&tSsr- 
cut  as  thdr  hatntations  are  distant  It  is  siqiposed 
that  a  very  large  pr^Mrtion  at  the  country  whi^ 
lies  between  Lake  Superior,  Green  Bay,  and  the 
Fox,  Wisctmrin,  and  Hisnsrii^i  rivers,  must  con- 
tlnae  fbr  many  years,  as  it  now  li^  the  hnotiDg 

.poonds  of  mtdviUzed  Indian  tiibeft 


Sondi  of  HiB  msooiiBfai  Blver,  toA  lOan  m 
Tmitory,  and  also  in  the  ooonlies  of  Dnlnqwai 
Demoine,  west  fst  the  Misriasiqd,  are  ntttited  ^ 
very  extffluive  and  valuable  lead  mmei  of  the  Zad 
States.  Tl>e  miners  are  the  immediate  temai 
the  Government,  pnrsoing  a  very  bboriooi  ei 
haianknu  bosineflB,  ai>d  paying  theirieot  to haio 
a  landlord.  It  is  presomed  they  are,  for  iho! 
reasons,  entitled  to  its  spedal  attention  and  proiedix. 
They  compose  more  than  twtvtiurdsoftbe  pc^nlca 
of  that  part  (MTtfae  Tenitory,  and  they  reside  npnidi 
of  ox  hundred  miles  (some  as  much  aamnetenidni 
miles)  from  the  seat  of  traritoiial  Oovemment  Tk 
jndidary  system  intfaat  Beeti<m<f  tbeIbiiloiy,fii- 
wise,  is  BO  weak  and  iuefBdent,  that  the  hn  M 
Uttie  or  no  im>tection  to  the  virtuous,  nor  doaAdr 
prompt  and  eneii^c  administration  deter  the  nooL 
It  is  feared  by  that  people  tint  these,  ind  m 
greater  evils  are  about  to  be  entailed  vpoa  &mei 
their  country,  for  ever,  by  the  formatiui  of  i  Sdh 
Government  by  the  af^ity-seven  tbousind  tn  b» 
died  and  seventy-three  people  inhabiting  thtpna 
snla  itflCidiigan,  and  tbe  counties  north  the  {<u 
Bula,  for  the  irtude  of  tbe  Tenittvy  whid  IksHti 
<^tfae  line  drawn  east  throo^  the  Bontberi/lia! 
of  Lake  "Wit^ignTi. 

It  is  to  this  unnatoral  onion,  so  prgniol » 
tbe  best  interests  of  the  inhalHtants(tf  WesUnfidi' 
gan,  and  destructive  to  tbeir  ri^ts  u  isaaa 
^tiiens,  yoor  memorialists  would  re^ectfoltr 
the  attentioi  ot  your  bonotaUe  body;  ai 
do  reepeotfiiny  adc,  on  behalf  of  the  dtnas^ 
the  wtiole  Territory,  tiiat  Congress  will  at  is  F«- 
ent  session,  estabUu  a  territorial  Gorenmeu  ^ 
the  dtizens  Inhabiting  tiie  Tenitoiy  lyii^vt** 
a  line  drawn  throu^  the  middle  of  Iw  ^ 
gan  to  the  noitiiem  extcemitj,  nd  tbenoe  axis 
the  boundary  tine  of  Uie  United  States. 

Tour  memoriaUsts  respectfidly refer  totixici" 
provide  for  taking  a  census  of  the  mhiNliBd  ■ 
Hiohigan,  passed  by  the  Gooocil,  September  <,  lai. 
tocether  with  the  agR^fate  retunis  <tf  tbe 
taken  under  the  sa^  act,  oopJee  of 
documents,  duly  certified  by  the  Seentey  a  • 
Territory,  are  herewith  presented  to  yoartwHw* 
body. 

JReaolved,  That  his  exoeHetiQy  the  acting  Goi"^ 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  tnnontt  «f 
of  the  precec&ig  memorial  to  the  Freodeot  » 
Senate,  the  ^«&er  vi  tbe  Honse  of  BejHfeatitn^ 
and  to  the  Ddegate  in  Ooogrees  fron  this  Tento^ 
JOHNHoDONHJ; 

Jom  NoBTiLL,  Seentarjf. 

CouKOtL  Chuoxb, 

BiTBoiT,  Jkemier  IS,  ISM. 

Tlie  niemoiiil  was  ve&ned  to  Uie  Oomnili'' 
on  the  Territwies. 

Memory  qf  Lqfoff*tt4. 

The  joint  resolntion  yesterday  reported^ 
Ur.  Hdbbabd  tnm  tbe  Joint  oommittee  on  t» 
Bntjeot  of  the  measons  to  be  taken  in  wf' " 
the  memory  of  Lafayette,  wai  fUuB,  oh  ^ 
to  the  Seni^  for  concurrence, 

Mrth-eatUm  Stmniarf. 
Hie  following  resolution,  offorei  jeitaffV 
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"by  Hr.  Linoolh,  of  MasBachnaetta,  was  taken 
np  for  condderBtion : 

Reaolved,  That  the  PreEddest  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  la;  before  this  House  (if  in  bia 
opinioQ  it  is  cot  incompatible  vitb  the  public  inter- 
eat)  any  communications  which  may  have  been  had 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
that  of  Great  Britun,  since  the  r^'ection  by  the 
former  of  the  advisory  opinion  of  the  Eing  of  the 
Netheriands,  in  reference  to  the  establishment  and 
final  settlement  of  the  north-eastern  boundary  of  the 
United  States,  heretofore  in  controverey  between  the 
two  Governments. 

And  that  he  also  be  reqnested  to  commnnicnte  any 
Information  whidi  he  may  poaseae  of  the  exercise  of 
practical  Joris^ction,  by  the  aoUuwitiet  nS  the  British 
prorince  of  New  Brunswick,  over  the  diamted  terri- 
tory, within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Huue,  acocnrd- 
ing  to  the  true  liae  of  boundary  as  dumed  1^  the 
Umted  States,  and  espedally  upon  that  part  of  the 
territoiT  which  has  been  inoorporated  by  tiie  GoTem- 
mcnt  of  Kaine  into  the  town  of  Madawaska,  blether 
vith  audi  repreeentationa  md  correnondence  (if  any) 
u  bai  been  bad  by  the  Ezeeadrs  of  tbat  Stete  with  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  on  the  ralgect 


Batubdat,  December  27. 

The  Hotue  resnmed  the  ooiunderation  of  the 
reaolntions  offered  by  Mr.  Lihoolh,  of  Haasa- 
ohasetta ;  and  the  rwolntions  vere  adopted—- 
yeas  67,  noes  77. 

United  Statu  Branch  Drt^U. 

The  SnuKS  laid  before  the  Home  tbe  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Uie  SecretarT-  of  the  Treas- 
joj : 

TUIOTBT  DlPABTlCDrr, 

Deeember  26,  1884. 

8iB :  In  obedience  to  the  first  clause  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  RepreseDtativea  passed  am  the 
11th  instant,  directing  the  Secretary  oi  the  Treasury 
"  to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Bepreeentadves, 
MMODiB  practicaUe,  ooi^ofthe  ootreqwndenoe, 
not  heretofore  oommunloated,  lAidt  bid  taken  place 
between  him  end  the  preddent  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Uidted  States,  on  the  sntgect  of  Ac  bank  drafts," 
Ac.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  a  copy  of  a 
letter  on  that  sutnect  received  from  the  pre^dent  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  SSth  ultimo, 
and  die  reply  thereto  by  tide  Dqiartment  m  the  24th 
Instant 

In  order  to  make  the  contents  at  hoA  more  m- 
telligible,  and  to  include  all  probably  embraced  by 
t^  resolution,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  precede 
them  by  a  copy  of  the  Treasury  drcular,  issued  by 
this  Depaitmavt  <ni  the  6th  ultimo,  and  to  which 
thMe  letteia  so  freqnently  refer,  with  a  copy  of  the 
GommonlcatioQ  c£  that  date,  transmitting  it  to  the 
bank. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  wy  reqpeetfiilly,  your 

obedient  servant,   

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Seeretar^  of  the  Treeuurg. 
The  Hon.  the  Sfzakeb  of  the 

Sctm  (f  Mprueniatmt. 


[H.  or  B. 

Which  letter,  and  the  aoooxopaDyiDg  doco- 
mente,  were  laid  on  the  table  ntd  directed  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HmsBABD  said  this  oorrespondenoe  was 
of  an  important  character ;  he  therefore  (bj 
consent)  moved  that  10,000  additional  oopiee 
be  printed ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

I^eneh  JBelatiom. 
The  fidlowing  Message  was  recdved  frcan  tlie 
President  of  the  United  States : 

3b  <A«  Emm  of  R^prutntaHva  of  the  XT.  S. : 

X  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  togettier  with  the  papers  relating  to  tiie 
refusal  of  the  Frendi  Government  to  make  proviaon 
for  the  execution  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  conduded  on  the  4th  July,  1881, 
requested  by  their  resolution  aS  the  24th  instant. 

ANDBEW  JAOKSON. 
WiaamoTos,  JDec.  27,  1884. 

DiPiBTimT  or  State, 

Wabhingtoii,  Uee.  27, 1884. 

^leBecretaiy  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolatfon  of  the  Hoose  of  BenreeentatireB  of 
the  S4th  initaat,  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  **  to  ^ymnnmrf^^  to  the  House  Qf  nok 
in  his  OfMoion,  inconqiaUble  irith  tiie  puUio  Interest) 
any  conminnications  or  correspond  en  ce  whidi  may 
have  taken  place  between  our  minister  at  Paris  and 
the  French  Govenunent,  or  between  the  minister 
frun  Rranoe  to  this  Oorenmtent  and  the  Secretan 
of  State,  on  the  sutject  of  the  reflual  (rf' the  French 
Govmmient  to  make  proviaion  for  the  execution  of 
the  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States  and 
France  on  the  4th  of  July,  1881,"  has  the  honor  <tf 
reporting  to  tiie  Freddent  copies  of  the  ^Vfitn 
dedred  by  that  resolution. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  no  authority  was  given 
to  dther  of  the  charge  d'atbires,  who  suoceeded  Hr. 
Rives,  to  enter  into  any  coireqxmdence  vitb  flu 
Fieatai  (Jovemment  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the 
convention,  or  in  relation  to  its  execution,  except  to 
urge  the  prompt  delivery  of  the  p^rs  stipulated  tor 
in  the  6tii  article,  and  to  mpnah  that  Govonment 
of  the  arrangement  made  m  reodving  payment  of 
the  first  instalment. 

AU  which  is  respeotiblly  submitted.   

JOHN  VOBSTTB. 
To  the  FaisiDXin  of  the  Ovited  BtaUt. 

The  Message  and  docoments  accompanying  it 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fore^^ 
AfEbira,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  with  an  ex- 
tra number  of  ten  tlionsaoa  oqines. 


MoHDAT,  December  S9. 

The  following  restdatlott,  offisred  on  VTednes- 
day  last  by  Mr.  BEnroLoa,  was  taken  up  for 
consideration : 

SeMDlvtd,  That  hereafter,  la  all  elections  made  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  officers,  the  votei 
shall  be  given  vtoa  votw,  each  membw  in  his  {^aoe 
naming  atoud  the  pemm  for  whm  be  votes 


Fwa  VoeeEZealidn. 
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Mexican  Boundary  Line. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  onSatarday 
last  bj  Mr.  Btitith,  waa  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion: 

Jtaolved,  That  the  Exocutire  be  requeeted  to 
cause  to  be  liUd  before  this  Hotue,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, iuch  informaUon  in  relation  to  the  reUtiTe 
postioDa  of  the  proTince  of  Tezaa,  cme  of  the  United 
FkOTiocei  of  the  B^oUic  of  Mexico,  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  State*  of  North  America,  as  maj 
he  in  BQ— eorion  of  dttur  of  the  jDepartments,  not 
deonea  inoompatitile  frith  the  interests  of  ^ther 
of  the  two  Goremments;  also,  irhat  pK^;reaB  has 
been  made  in  distinguiahinc  the  bomuhoy  Unea 
between  this  Government  and  the  Republic  of  Kexico, 
irtiidi  were  to  be  run  in  oonfonnit;  with  the  stipo- 
latloiii  made  and  entered  farto  between  the  OoranL- 
ment  of  Bptin  and  that  of  the  United  Statee,  m 
laUfled  by  the  latter  hi  Oongreea,  on  the  S2d  Feb- 
ruary, 1819.  Also,  whether  if  any  enbeequent 
rehitiona  hare  been  entered  -into  betwem  the  com- 
missioners of  tluB  and  the  Ooremment  of  Uexico, 
to  oany  Into  execution  the  c(uiditi<HU  of  Uie  above- 
muiUoned  adpoladoni^  poatetior  to  the  reoocni- 
tkm  trf  the  latter  Qoveramoit  aa  an  indq)eiianit 
BepnUic. 

Ur.  Btvuic  said  he  had  ascertained  that  most 
of  the  information  called  for  in  the  resolaticm 
bad  already  been  oommunicated  to  OougreMi, 
and  ha  thenftwe  moved  to  iaf  It  on  tiw  table ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 


TussDAT,  December  80. 
Surveyor  General  th  lUinoit, 

Ur.  Oasst,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the  Pnb- 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  proriding  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Burreyor  general's  office  in  tlio 
State  of  lUinois ;  which  was  t«ad  twice. 

lb.  Oasbt  stated  that  the  establishment  of 
a  senarate  aorreyor  general's  office  for  the  State 
of  iftinc^  was  a  matter  at  deep  intenit  to  the 
pemie  ot  that  State ;  he  was  tnarefiwe  eioeed- 
ii^rfy  anxions  that  the  bill  slionld  be  acted  upon 
at  the  present  aession  of  Oongreaa,  and  hoped 
that  the  Honse  wonld  permit  tiie  bill  to  be 
oommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Ui^coi ;  and  aooordln^  made 
a  motion  to  that  eflEeot;  vluoh  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

• 

WmsmnATt  Deoembw  81. 

Oeneral  Lq/ity«tU, 

The  BnAxn  annonneed  tiiat,  imder  the  joint 
reaolntion,  the  House  wonld  be  considered  as 
regtdarly  in  aesrion,  nntil  a^oumed  in  the 
usnal  manner,  after  the  deUTeiy  of  the  oon- 
templated  enlogy  on  the  life  and  charaoter  of 
I^fayette. 

According  to  previons  arrangement,  the  Sui- 
ate,  aooompanied  by  the  Vice  President,  tiie 
I^resident,  the  heads  of  Departments,  a  portion 
of  the  for«gn  diplomatio  oorpa,  tht  Joint  oom- 


mittee of  arrangements,  and  Mr.  iea  Qnin 
Adams,  entered  the  hall  of  tiieHoae  of  Ikfti- 
aentatiyes  at  half  past  18  o'dock,  P.  H. 

Ur.  HuBBABD  (the  <di8innan  ol  the  00016 
tee  of  arrangements  on  the  part  (d  tbe  Bouse) 
oondncted  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Speaker*!  cbr, 
ft-om  wluch  he  rose  and  delivwed  en  1^ 
on  the  life  and  character  of  Oeneral  Li&fa 
which  oooopied  abont  three  honia'  time. 

When  }b.  Adamb  had  c(HiehKled,tbe7Ki 
President  and  Senate  retired  to  thdr  hiC,  lit 
Prerident  of  the  United  States,  headiof  > 
parbnentai  withdrew,  aad  the  Hna 

on  motion,  a^omned  orer  to  mii^. 


FmDAT,  Imuarj  3, 18S6. 

ffmeral  La/a^etU. 

The  following  Jdnt  leadntiimvaicAni^ 
Ur.  HuBBABo : 

Jtaolved  by  the  SmuUe  and  Sotm  of  Etr» 
tativti.  That  the  thanks  of  Congrees  be  pmorio 
Jomr  QniscT  Adams,  for  the  apfmpnte  «s 
deliTered  by  hhn  on  tbe  life  and  dianctei  of  Goo 
La&yette,  in  the  BepresentatiTes'  heB;  btboM 
Houses  of  Congress,  on  tiie  Slat  d^of  Oeiate 
18M,  and  that  be  bfe  reqneated  to  fdnudL  ■  Ki|7n 
pnbueatko. 

RetolMd,  That  the  diairman  of  tbe  joiei  <» 
mittee  f^tpdnted  to  make  the  nece8Bai7  enuEW* 
to  carry  into  effect  the  resolutiou  of  tbe  brt 
ofthiBGongreaB,in  relation  to  the  dealli  of  fleM 
La&yette,  be  requested  to  oommimifitft  a  ' 
Adams  the  aforegoing  vasidiitiaQ,  reeeireUiaff 
thereto,  and  present  the  Some  to  bott  Bmm< 
Congress. 

The  resolntion  was  agreed  to,  nan.  ik 
Ur.  OAMBBXUDia  asked  whether  this  wiitM 
proper  time  to  move  the  prii^iiig  of  uati> 
nnmber  of  copies  of  the  emt^.  , 

Ur.  HuBBABD  reidied,  that  it  ws,^ 
proper  first  to  pass  the  readntka  and  ncoq 
an  answer,  after  which  the  committee  »*■ 
more  the  ]^tiog  of  the  enlogy,  and  «  v^' 
tra  nrnnbw  of  0(^68. 


Saxubdat,  Jana«i7  ^ 

Mt».  Sumn  Dtea^. 

The  bin  for  the  relief  of  Bnaan  Dea^^ 
ofliers  was  taken  np.  ^0.1 
Ur.  YiSTOH  mored  its  postoOBeaeat^^ 

day  next.  He  stid  the  bUl  had,  fii«<"jt 
oooopied  at  least  six  waeka  of  the tuH"' 
Honse,  and  h^d  been  fenr  or  fire  tfan»i^ 
He  thoogfat  it  time  to  establish  t 
oUdms  o&ea  T^}eoted  ahonld  yield  preceoH** 
to  other  claims  on  the  calendar. 

Ur.  Oambbxleho  remarked  that 
man  £rom  Ohio  shonld  recoUeot  tbst  tim 
though  often  rejected,  was  rejected  «^ 
nuOtv^'^^      merely  becanse  pBU6^*j^ 
not  agree  aa  to  the  mode  of  oietnW"" 
Bom  wowed  to  the  daimanta. 
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JuRiAKr,  188S.} 

The  question  on  the  poetponement  of  the  bill 
was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  66. 

Hr.  GiLLR  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
Ue,  which  was  detennined  In  tiie  affirmative — 
Vjres  80,  noes  (K). 


IfoBDAT,  Jannaiy  6. 
Ltfenu  of  B<Utmor9. 

Among  the  memorials  presented  this  morn- 
ing was  one  bj  MoKdi,  from  citizens  of 
Bsitimore,  prajing  that  the  fortifications  com- 
menced some  rears  since  maj  be  completed, 
Ac.   On  meseoting  which, 

Ur.  MdSju  said :  I  am  requested  to  present 
the  memorial  of  a  nnmber  of  citizens  of  Balti- 
more, praying  that  the  forts,  recommended  hy 
a  board  of  «D{^eers  maor  T^sn  rince  to  be 
erected  icx  the  deflanoB  of  BaU^ESore,  may  be 
Cinnmenced,  or  sach  oUier  works  as  may  bo 
deemed  necessary.  Having  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, in  part,  the  citizens  of  Baltimore  on  this 
floor,  I  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation  and  support  of  the  memo- 
rial. It  is,  I  presume,  well  linown  that  Balti- 
more is  the  emporium  of  the  State  of  Ma^land, 
and  now  ranks  as  the  third  city  in  the  Union, 
in  sizA  and  popidatlon.  In  the  late  war  with 
Great  Briton,  her  citizens  supported  the  rights 
of  the  nation  with  all  their  energy ;  and  wnen 
B  pownfiil  British  army,  under  the  command 
of  a  sncoessflil  general,  landed  at  Korth  Point, 
In  1814,  to  capture  the  cily,  her  citizens,  both 
old  and  young,  marched  to  meet  the  invading 
foe.  A  battie  ensued;  the  commanding  eeneru 
of  the  enemy  was  slain,  and  Baltimore  had  to 
dq»lore  the  loss  of  a  nimiber  of  her  brave  citi- 
waa.  The  enemy  retreated,  without  accom- 
plishing the  object  for  which  they  came ;  peace 
took  place  shortly  after ;  and  the  GtovOTnment 
appointed  a  board  of  engineers  to  ezsmine  and 
report  on  such  places  as  might  require  works 
of  defence.  The  board  reported  in  1821,  and 
among  others,  recommended  two  worlu,  of 
the  firat  and  second  class,  to  be  erected  for  the 
defence  of  Baltimme;  the  first  dan  to  be  oom- 
moiced  as  soon  as  posdUe,  and  the  seocmd  at  a 
later  period.  Thirteen  years  have  paned  since 
this  r^Kwt  was  made,  and,  while  a  great  num- 
ber of  tiie  works  recommended  in  tiie  report 
have  bem  commenced  and  nearly  completed,  I 
regret  to  state  that  those  mentioned  for  Balti- 
more have  been  entirely  passed  over.  The 
cause  I  know  not ;  but  the  fact  is  so.  Burely 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  Balti- 
more are  as  much  entitied  to  protection  from 
this  Government  as  those  in  any  other  part  ot 
the  Union,  The  entire  property  at  risk  in  Bal- 
timore mur  be  estimated  at  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  only  (mefort  to  protect  the 
harbor,  and  that,  as  I  am  informed,  not  In  as 
good  a  condition  at  present  as  at  the  dose  of 
uie  late  war.  The  citizens  of  Baltimore  place 
every  dependenoe  m  the  jnatiee  of  Oongress, 
and  expect  that  the  same  protectioa  will  be 


[H.  or  B. 

afforded  to  Baltimore  as  has  been  given  to  the 
nelf^hboring  dties,  and  other  pwiti  of  tha 
Umon, 


TuESDXT,  January  6. 

Eulogy  on  Otneral  Lafayette, 

Kr.  HuBBAKD,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  sntgect,  reported  the  following 
correspondence  between  the  joint  committee 
and  John  Qunror  Aaams,  on  ue  Bnttfeot  of  the 
address  delivered  by  the  latter  on  the  life  and 
charactw  <tf  Geno-al  Lafeyette. 

To  the  HoL  Jomr  Quisot  Auaid: 

8nt :  We  have  the  honor  to  present  to  yon  official 
copies  of  the  joint  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Senate 
and  Eouse  of  Representatives  on  tiie  2d  instant, 
ezpresfflng  the  thanks  of  Congress  for  fte  appropriate 
oration  delivered  by  you  in  uie  Hall  of  Repreaent*- 
UvM  on  the  Slst  ultimo,  on  Uie  Ufe  and  diaracter 
of  General  Laftyette,  and  suthwiimg  a  request  to  be 
made  to  yon  for  a  eipj  of  it  ftw  pabneation. 

Harbg  shsnd  tiie  grsnfloatitm  of  hearing 
the  ttntaxm.  we  take  pleasure,  in  pntsaanee  of  tiie 
second  of  the  j<nnt  resohitiiHis,  in  requesting  you  to 
fluulsb  a  copy  <^the  oration  iat  pobUcadon. 

We  have  the  honn  to  be,  witii  great  reflect,  yonr 
obedient  swants, 

HBNBT  CLAT,  CKmfmaat 
of  the  eommitUe  on  tkt  part  of  the  Senate. 

HENBT  HUBBABD;  ChairtuM 
of  the  oommiUee  ea  the  part  ef  the  Menu, 

SexoAXt  6di,  less. 


To  Kessrs.  Hikkt  Cut  and  Hznkt  Hcbbabd, 

Cb^rmen  of  the  joint  committee  of  arrangements  of 
the  Senate  ai^  House  of  Bepresentativea  of  the 
United  States,  to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  death  of  O^eiral 
La&yette: 

Gihtlkkxm:  I  received,  with  deep  sendluli^, 
year  oommonioation  of  the  joint  resolution  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  upon  the  oration  delivered  be- 
fore them  on  tbe  life  and  diaracter  of  LaCiyette; 

The  Icind  indidgence  with  whidi  they  have  acceded 
the  endeavor  to  give  eObct  to  their  purpose  of  paying 
a  last  tribute  of  national  gratitude  and  affection  to 
the  memory  of  a  great  boiefaotor  of  oar  countfy; 
will  be  imq^BSiod  upon  my  heart  to  the  last  honr  of 
my  life. 

With  this  isntBPent  I  diatl  take  ideasme  k. 
furnishing,  as  reqoasted,  a  «opj  Of  the  address  Ibr 

publication. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  hij^iest  nqiea^  yonr 
feIlow*citiBni  and  obedl^  servant, 

JOHN  QOINCT  ADAMa 

HunsAxD  remarked  that  the  oration  was 
now  under  the  control  of  the  House.  It  had 
been  eomddered  by  the  Joint  oommittee  ^t  it 
would  be  moat  proper  wt  each  House  to  act  in- 
dependency inregtfd  to  having  it  printed,  faun- 
mudt  as  tiure  was  no  printer  to  Congress.  He 
ad»d  leaTB  to  prMentr  the  followhig  resdatf on : 


Sulogy  em  Gmertd  Lafagtite. 
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Whmu  it  ma  reaolred,  at  tbe  hit  seadon  of  Con- 
greai,  that  Jobh  Q.  Adams  be  reqneated  (o  delirer 
an  oimtiiHi  on  the  life  and  ehaiacter  of  General  La&j- 
ette,  before  the  tvo  Hoases  of  Congress ;  and,  in 
jHunuooe  of  that  resolution,  and  sunoiy  other  reso- 
faUons  which  have  been  snbseqaenUj  adopted,  Mr. 
AsAus,  on  Wednesday,  the  Slst  day  of  December, 
18S4,  in  the  hall  of  the  Hoose  <^  B^neaentativea,  and 
hi  the  presence  of  both  Houses  of  Connesi^aDaslso 
in  tbe  presrace  of  tbe  Fresideot  of  the  United  States 
and  the  heads  of  the  reapectiTe  Departments  of  the 
general  GoTemmeat,  and  of  a  most  numeroos  assem- 
bly of  citizens,  did  deliver  an  oration  replete  with 
those  pure  and  patriotic  sentiments  wUoi  will  be 
sacredly  chericdied  by  every  tme  and  enlightened 
American;  tbeHonaeof BepiesentatiTsswisaitiBfled 
with  the  manner  in  widdi  Mr.  Adaub  has  performed 
tha  daty  asngned  him,  and,  deurona  of  commoni- 
cadns,  "through  the  medium  of  the  press,**  those 
principles  which  hare  been  by  him  so  aUy  dlscnssed, 
as  wdl  as  their  sentiments  of  respect  for  the  diatin- 
gdi^ed  dtaracto',  and  th«r  seutiments  of  gratitude 
fiir  tiie  deroted  serricea,  of  lafkrette,  wUdi  have 
been  by  bim  on  this  ocesnon  so  ftlthfiilly  eqtressed, 
btTO  come  to  the  fii^owfaig  rosolatioa : 

JZuehw^That  ct^MS  of  the  OEation  be  printed 

flvtbenseof  thel^nue. 

ICr.  PBABcn,  ot  Bhode  bland,  moTed  to  fill 
the  blank  in  the  resolntion  vHh  10,000  copies ; 
Mr.  PuionaKt  proposed  20,000;  Mr.  Bbown 
n&med  60,000 ;  and  Mr.  IbLUB  40,000. 

The  qneslion  was  first  pat  on  the  Inrgest  nnm- 
ber,  and  carried— yeas  80,  nays  61. 

Mr.  Etans,  of  Maine,  so^ested  that  the 
oration  ought  to  be  printed  on  better  paper, 
and  with  more  neatness  than  the  ordinary  docu- 
ments which  were  ordered  by  the  House.  He 
therefore  moved  to  amend  ttte  resolution,  by 
direotiiu^  that  the  printing  should  be  executed 
under  the  direotton  <tf  the  comn^ttee  appdated 
\)j  tJie  House. 

The  resolution,  aaamended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Fuel  for  the  Poor  <tf  Wathington. 

Mr.  PmoKNSY  asked  the  uuauimouB  consent 
of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution,  which  he 
thonght  would  meet  with  no  otrjection,  when 
H  was  understood  to  relate  to  uie  distressed 
altoation  of  the  poor  of  this  ci^. 

No  objection  being  made.  Mr.  P.  offered  the 
following  resolution ;  which  was  agreed  to,  b/ 
a  vote  of  66  to  60 : 

Jtegolotd,  Thtt  the  Committee  on  the  IMstrict  of 
Cdondiia  be,  and  they  are  hereby  anthoiized  and 
faatmoted  to  ascertain  tbe  amonnt  of  fhel  thai  may 
beueoessaryforttte  immediate  relief  of  theatdfcring 
now  of  Waahington,  and  to  place  the  Mme  at  the 
ffisposal  of  the  cotptnatioii  fiv  that  puipose. 

Claim  on  Jfexieo. 

The  Speaeeb  Uii  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Messages,      from  the  President  of  the 

UnitM  States : 

To  the  Some  of  S^intentativet : 

In  answer  to  tbe  resolatloQ  of  the  House  of  Kepro- 
■sntatiTes^  passed  on  the  84th  olttmo,  I  tranonit  a  re- 
port from  Uie  Seontsry  of  State  imon  the  subject. 


DiFixnoon  ov  Sun, 
Wismxenm,  /m.  s,  m. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  wu  rrietnd  i 
resolution  of  the  House  of  BepreseBtatint  tf 
24th  nltimo,  requesting  the  Frendent "  to 
oate  to  that  House  such  informaticKi  as  be  mj^tit, 
and  which,  fai  biaopioloD,  maybe  proper  to  bcA 
mnnlcated,  and  not  incranpatOile  with  the  pidi(» 
tereet,  ahowing  the  steps  wfaidi  have  bea  tika,d 
the  progress  which  has  been  made,  hi  cAe&ga 
adjustment  and  satisfkction  of  the  dafaot  of  ini- 
can  citizens  vpoa  the  Uexican  GoTeniineBt,'ba4i 
honor  to  report  that,  in  porsnanee  (rf  inctnctin 
from  this  Department,  various  reinaaitati«a  kn 
been  made  to  tlie  Qov^mnent  of  tin  Uiuted  Maia 
States,  fron  time  to  time,  by  the  miiu«ta  of  it 
Uidted  States  in  that  Bq>nblic ;  that,  owin^  to  li* 
condition  of  the  coontty,  they  have  hitberto  beai^ 
out  success ;  bat  that,  hi  the  miniatei'a  latest  Aifiti 
dated  the  20th  October  last,  he  eziavases  Oe  (feia 
that  the  atate  of  af^is  will  be  aoA,  after  do 
m^oaching  meeting  of  the  HexictB  Caogits  s 
January,  aa  will  enf£le  him  to  dose,  laaatmlST 
manner,  tbe  Uigotiations  now  pen^iig.  ASvUi 
reapeetfldy  sobmitted. 

JQHKFOBSnil 

North-eattem  Boundary. 
To  iJu  ffouM  ofRepruntaiivea  of  the  VnUdSklB: 
In  answer  to  a  resolntion  of  the  Houae  Btp 
sentatives  passed  on  the  27th  oUhno,  I  tmsii 
report  made  to  me  by  the  SecRtaiy  of  SUcnSt 
subject and  IhavB  to  aoquaint  Hbe  EoutMit 
n^tiation  for  the  settlement  <^  the  DorfroeK 
boundary  being  now  in  progress,  it  wooM,  in  ^. 
of^on,  be  tncompatiUe  with  the  pohQc  itoai  > 
lay  before  the  House  any  commnnicaticHis  wtiidi  ^ 
been  had  between  the  two  Govemmenta  aaee  k 
pniod  alluded  to  hi  the  reaofatdm.  _ 
Ain>BEW  JACKStK 

WiamiiOHW,  Jimmtry  6, 18S& 

Beporttoth^Preiideiao/iSa  VMldSA 
Dxrixnaaa  of  Sub. 
WABHunnoi^  Joawy  B,  lEU 
TtM  Seatetary  of  State,  to  whnn  was 
resolution  of  the  House  of  RcpreeentatiTje  rf  o 
2'7tii  ultimo,  reqoestiag  tiie  Frerident  "^J^ 
the  House,  if  in  Iiia  opinion  it  is  not 
with  the  publio  interest,  any  communicaticoi 
may  have  been  had  between  the  OovemDentorai 
United  States  and  Oat  of  Great  Kitun,  ancea 
rejection  by  tbe  fiinnor  of  the  advisoiy 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  in  reference  to  the 
liahment  and  final  settieneut  of  the  norttetfa 
boundary  of  the  United  States  heretrfore  in 
veray  between  the  two  Govenunents ;  and 
questing  the  President  to  commonicato  uT^f 
tion  he  may  possess  of  the  eiotuse  of  pracikd  ji* 
dioti<m  by  tin  aotikoritiea  <^  the  Britidi  pn))^" 
Mew  Bronswiek over  tiie disputed  tenifavyntba» 
Umitsof  the  State  of  Maine,  acoordiiig  lot»  ^ 
line  Ot  boundary  as  dumed  by  the  United  StitB, 
especially  upon  tiiat  part  of  the  toritay  ™*  " 
been  incorporated  by  the  Government  of 
the  town  of  Madawaaka;  together  with  w*'^ 

seutations  and  correspondeaoe  (if  any)  "•J*?!^ 
had  br  the  Executive  of  that  State  with  the  GoTi^ 

ment  of  the  United  States  on  the 
hcaor  to  nport  that  tite  DepartDkeut  bai  M 
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tlon  vbidi  hu  Dot  dready  been  Idd  b^bre  the  HooBe, 
of  exerdse  of  pracUctl  jaiiBdicdoo  the  anAori- 
ties  of  the  British  proTinoe  of  New  Brunswick  orer 
the  disputed  territonr  within  the  limits  of  the  State 
of  UuDe,  nor  an;  oukflr  representation  or  owespond- 
ence  had  by  the  £xecutire  of  that  State  with  tta 
Qovemmeut  of  the  United  States  ta  that  soi^ect 
Bepreeentations  were  made  to  this  Dmrtount  fai 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1888,  by  the  BriUsh  minis- 
ter at  WasldiigtoD,  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  of 
New  BmoBwiw,  oomplainii:^  of  Infiractions  of  the 
imderstanding  snbeistuig  between  the  two  Gorem- 
ments  in  rcmid  to  the  diqmted  territory.  These 
conqdaittta,  howerer.  on  b^Dg  rdbrrad  to  the  Gov- 
emoia  <d  Jbine  and  KaaaacmiseHs  tat  ex'rianation, 
were  betiered  to  be  irithoat  just  grounds.  iHierewaB 
no  oomfdynt  on  the  part  Maine,  and  the  cwrreapond- 
oiee  wUdi  toc^  [daoe  on  the  oocasion  is  not  saniosed 
to  be  witlihi  the  scope  of  the  resolution  of  the  Honae. 

Aa  the  ncgotiadon  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  which  was  commenced  in  acoordauoe 
witii  a  reedution  of  the  Senate  after  the  rejection  <^ 
theadTiaotyoijni(m  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands, 
f)v  the  estaUUiment  of  Uie  DOTU-eastem  bonndary ,  is 
now  in  progreaa,  it  is  submitted  to  the  Breddent 
whether  it  would  l>e  compatible  with  the  putdio  inter- 
est to  lay  before  the  ^nse  any  oommnidemoDS  irtiidi 
have  passed  between  the  two  GorenunentB  on  the 
■DtuecL 

All  wUch  is  n^Mtfiilly  Bolmkitted. 

JOHN  FOBSTTH. 


Fbidxt,  Jannaiy  9. 

The  fblfowtng  J<^t  resdati(Hi,  yesterd^ 
offered  by  lb.  £.  £TXBxiTf  was  read  a  third 
time: 

*^Stitrt9plvtdiftheSenat$andSaiU6ofSmrt- 
aentativeM  of  the  UniUd  Btatet  of  Anteriea  in  tkm- 
unu  aatembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and 
ne  hereby  is,  authorized  and  directed  to  pomit  Jared 
Spaj^  to  rettuu  tiie  pi^wra  of  General  Washington, 
now  in  Us  possession,  in  virtue  <^  a  contract  and 
agreement  with  the  late  Bushrod  Warfiiiytan,  until 
he  riuD  ham  completed  the  publication  oTtiie  works 
of  General  Wa^ngton,  on  wUch  he  is  now  engaged, 
or  until  otherwise  ordered  by  Congress ;  and  that 
the  Secretary  oS  State  be  authorized  and  directed 
forthwith  to  pay  to  Geowe  0.  Washington  the  bal- 
ance <tf  the  money  due  to  nim  under  the  act  wprored 
on  the  SOOi  di^  of  June,  1884,  iat  the  pav^BBa  of 
the  books  and  papeiB  of  General  WaAIngton." 

Hr.  SuBOBX  JomB  b^ned  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  UassBchnsetts  ^niat  amount  of  mon- 
ey had  been  already  pud  I 

Ur.  E.  Etxbrt  said  $20,000  out  of  $26,000, 
(he  Bom  apeed  npoL 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 
question  was  Oien  taken,  and  dedded  In  the 
negative— yeas  67,  nt^  101. 

So  the  resolnti(m  vaa  r^eoted. 

SiTUEDiT,  January  10. 
VhiUd  Stata  Sank  NoU». 
Mr.  Pole,  from  the  Ckimmittee  of  Ways  and 
Ibaoa)  r^rted  the  fioUowing  bill : 


[H-ovB. 


A  BILL  to  mnwnd,  condititmaHy,  the  reo^  of 
the  hois  and  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  its  branches,  In  payment^  debts  to  the 
United  States. 

B«  it  enacied  hy  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Reprt' 
MNtdhvM  tjf  tk»  UhiUd  State*  of  America  in  Oonr 
grrtu  oatenAled,  That,  from  and  after  the  pasring  at 
this  act,  the  bills  or  notes  the  Bank  of  the  Umted 
States  made  payable,  or  whidi  shall  have  become  pay- 
able on  demand,  shall  not  be  receiTable  In  any  payment 
to  the  United  States:  Provided^  Thatif  thesaidBaok 
of  the  United  States  shall  pay  into  the  treasury  the 
full  amount  dividends  <ff  i»»per^  on  the  i^tal 
stock  of  said  bank,  owned  by  the  United  States^ 
heretofore  withheld  fitan  the  treasury  by  said  bai^E, 
it  shall,  upon  sodi  payment  into  the  treasury,  be  the 
duty  of  uie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  authorize 
the  reodpt  of  sndi  bills  or  notes  in  payments  to  the 
United  States  for  a  period  extoidiiig  to  the  ejqriration 
of  the  charter  of  add  bank  on  the  8d  day  nf  Uanh, 
in  the  year  1886. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Ur.  Pole,  on  leave,  moved  to  print  a  state- 
ment prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, of  the  rate  of  domestio  exchange,  as 
obai^  \fj  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
its  Invnohea,  and  the  di£Ebrent  local  bmka.in 
the  Union. 

ISx.  UbKmxT  moved  that  10,000  extra  oopiea 
be  printed ;  whldh  was  agreed  ta 


IfoniAT,  Jaaaxtj  13, 

Captain  Sa&uin  Male. 

JSi.  YouKO  presented  a  memorial  for  the 
erection  of  a  monnment  to  tlie  memory  of 
Oaptun  Nathan  Hale. 

Mr.  T.  observed  that  the  memoiiftl  was  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Coventry,  in 
Oonnectiont,  the  birthplace  of  Oiq>tain  Kawan 
£bde.  He  presuned  the  mere  mention  of  the 
name  wonld  bring  to  mind  the  prominent  evmt 
in  his  history,  that  which  terminated  his  career, 
and  ugnally  marked  him  both  a  victim  and 
martyr  in  uie  cause  of  onr  independence.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  his  character,  Idb  ser- 
vices, and  bis  Jate,  bear  a  striking  resemblance 
to  those  of  the  lamented  Major  Andre.  Both 
were  yonng  and  highly  accomi)Il8hed  offlcen^ 
brave,  ohivalrons,  and  enthnsiaatic  for  honor 
and  Uie  gloiy  of  their  respective  countries : 
both  were  sueoted  by  their  respective  com- 
manders to  discliai^  a  service  most  difficult  rad 
hazardous,  and  most  important  to  the  armies 
and  nations  to  which  they  belonged ;  boOi,  with 
address,  had  nearly  accomplished  their  oojeots, 
and  nearly  reached  the  goal  of  safety,  when 
they  were  recognized,  arrested,  and  ^tecuted 
as  spies.  Wide^  difieren^  however,  has  bom 
the  regard  which  has  been  paid  to  their  memo- 
ries and  names. 

The  character  of  Andre  is  renowned  thnragh- 
oot  tiie  dvilixed  woiid,  and  his  name  beoome 
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almost  a  ajmbol  of  honor  and  qotipathy- ;  while 
the  name  of  Hale  ia  almMt  forgotten  even  bj 
his  own  countrymen.  And  while  poets  and 
historians,  even  of  onr  conntry,  seem  to  Tie 
with  each  other  in  oelebratins  the  virtnes  and 
iintimel7  end  of  the  British  Andre,  the  name 
of  the  ^erican  Andre  seems  onl  j  to  be  broneht 
forward  to  show  the  connecting  links  and  de- 
pendency of  events  in  the  hlstoiT'  of  his  times. 
While  pilgrimages  are  made  to  the  spot  where 
Andre  met  his  nte,  and  to  tiie  grave  where  his 
sahes  repose,  and  a  jieoaA  monmnent  to  his 
memory  expresses  the  gratitnde  of  Ms  conntry, 
not  one  stone  has  been  laid  npon  another  to  t^ 
where  Nathan  Hale  was  bom,  or  where  be  died, 
or  where  faia  body  sleeps,  or  to  signify  fbr  what 
cotintry  he  lud  down  his  life,  lamenting  that 
he  bad  not  another  life  to  lay  down  for  it. 

The  neglect  and  forgetfolneas  of  his  comitry- 
men  to  the  worth  and  memory  of  Oaptun  Hale, 
and  enhanced  by  this  strong  contrast  continn- 
ally  before  them  and  the  worid,  have  been  deep- 
ly £elt  by  his  relatives.  But  tb^  do  not  pea- 
non  here.  The  inhabitants  of  hia  native  town, 
by  tiieir  memorial,  Barest  that  some  natiraul 
niH^tion  of  hia  aervioM,  obaraoter,  and  late, 
ii  doe  to  his  memory,  and  the  honor  of  hia 
conntry;  and  pray  that,  as  the  place  at  his 
bitprment  ia  not  Imown,  aome  soitable  monn- 
ment  may  be  erected,  in  the  name  of  flie  nation, 
in  his  native  town,  in  the  borial  plaoe  (rf  bis 
ancc8tor& 


TnxsDAT,  January  18. 
1%9  PuhUe  JToMy*. 

ICr,  Gaxbub  moved  the  oonrideration  of  the 
following  res<^ti<Mi,  heretofore  offered  by  him : 

Bwlved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treastuy  be 
directed  to  digest  and  prepare,  and  communicate  to 
tfdfl  House,  a  detaOed  plan  by  which  the  public 
rerenne  of  ibe  ITnited  8t^  may  be  oolleoted,  safely 
kept,  and  diabtmed,  without  dw  ageni^  of  ■  bank  nr 
banka,  either  State  or  national. 

If r.  Gavblb  was  anxious,  he  aud,  that  this 
resolution  should  be  adopted  without  deJay,  as 
the  aabject  was  about  to  come  before  the  House 
in  the  form  of  a  bill  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
indulge  him  in  taking  up  the  resolution  now. 

Objections  being  made,  JiDr.  G.  moved  the  sus- 
pemnon  d  the  roles,  in  order  to  take  np  his 
leaolntHHi;  which  motion  was  r^eoted. 


WiDinsDAT,  January  14. 

Vwa  You  EUcUom. 

Ht.  Bbtvolds  rose  and  remarked  that,  some 
weeks  since,  he  had  offered  a  resolution,  hav- 
ing for  its  object  to  change  the  rale  of  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  ejecting  its 
officers — ^requiring  that  the  vote  herMfter 
should  be  una  voce,  instead  of  by  ballot.  He 
did  not  wish  to  urge  this  snl^eot  on  the  con- 


sideration of  the  House ;  but  sopposed  ^  % 
would  be  as  well  to  dispose  of  it  it  thisii^ 
any  other  time.  It  required  no  great  deHbai- 
tion  to  arrive  at  a  projpor  ccmdawaoait.  fit 
therefbre  moved  to  take  It  up. 

Mr.  Wellulhb  objected, 

Ur.  BxTKOLDB  then  moved  a  roq>e]isua  d 
the  rule,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  uji; 
which  ordered,  and  verfr— yeas  M,u]i 
87. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  tiie  afflnmtivaitti 
motion  to  anqMnd  the  mlea  wai  tiw^of 
atlved. 


TmiBSDJLT,  Jannary  IS. 
Skip  Channel  etround  the  Folk  of  Svagtit 

Hr.  Hjlsd  presented  the  petitioB  of  titiici 
of  Niagara  connty,  in  the  State  of  Hew  Tod 
for  the  survey  of  a  ship  channel  aroimd  the  Alls 
of  Kiagara. 

In  presentang  Uiis  petition,  Mr.  E  sud  li 
shoola  move  the  reading  and  pnntiog  tbere^ 
It  would  be  recollected  that  the  Oonmdttan 
Beads  and  Oanals,  at  tJie  last  sesrion, 
a  IdD,  now  on  your  table,  making  pnmsiai 
the  survey,  examination,  and  esfiunate,  fvoc- 
stmcting  tihe  various  projects  therein  mecte- 
edj  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  project  fei 
diip  channel  arotind  the  &Us  of  Niagara.  A 
survey  of  this  project  had  already  been  ^ 
tially  made  by  an  association  of  privatA  go^ 
men,  at  their  own  ezi>ense ;  suffioimtly  actnict, 
however,  to  test  its  practicability,  and  a  iiw 
able  and  flattering  report  made,  stionf^J  vise! 
mending  that  project  The  national  i'>^°'^ 
of  this  prc!}ect  luis  been  long 'and  nmnni^ 
aoknowledged,  and  its  neoesu^  as  a  sibi^ 
work  has  become  the  more  obviooB,  from  » 
fact  that  our  Oanadian  friends  have  oonEtn^A 
a  similar  one  across  the  peninsnli  ^J^^ 
tween  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  on  the  Cm*™ 
aide.  From  the  importance  of  the  pro3e(i,  »a 
to  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in 
to  represent,  and  to  the  nation  at  large,  I  ^ 
that  the  petition  be  read,  referred  to  the  Got 
mittee*on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  jaintsd;  v 
it  was  ordered  accordingly. 

The  Honae,  on  motion  Ur.  ^ 
passed  to  the  ordm  of  the  da^. 

The  forlafloation  bill  coming  nj^  aod  tbe^ 
tton  being  on  its  engrossment, 

Mr.  EvEBBTT  moved  in  the  House  the  ai«* 
ment  which  he  had  offered  in  Committw«»' 
Whole,  proposing  the  appropriation  of  wfz 
for  the  repair  of  the  fort  on  Castle  IbUd4» 
Boston  bay.  He  supported  the  motion  by  q»'- 
ing  a  report  from  tie  War  DOTartment,  sttf^ 
the  necessity  of  the  fort,  and  iJso  that 
fort  ateady  ordered  on  George's  laUm  »w» 
not  be  a  substitnte  for  thia  one,  as  the  one  wow 
be  needed  for  the  Inner,  the  Other  ftr  tbsoiv 

harbor. 
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Mr.  QoBHAu  read  to  the  Hoose  from  the  re- 
port of  Oolonela  Totten  and  ThaTer,  who  had 
snrreyed  tiie  harbor,  In  refirenoe  to  the  means 
of  its  milituy  defence.  He  aoeonqwnied  it 
with  a  fbv  brief  remada  in  sni^xfft  of  the 
motion  of  his  colleague. 

lb.  Polk  replied,  denying  that  any  estimates 
had  been  s^t  to  the  committee  from  the  De- 
partment of  War,  as  the  basis  of  an  application 
for  appropriation.  The  report  of  Oolonela 
Totten  ana  Thayer  was  not  sanctiiHied  by  the 
aaUiority  of  the  Department;  it  rested  on  thdr 
responsibility.  The  increase  of  expense  for 
fortifications  had  originated  in  the  House,  not 
with  the  Department,  and  he  called  on  the 
Hoose  to  resist  tiie  practice.  Let  the  appropri- 
atioDsbekeptdowntotheanioniitctf  eBOmatea. 
He  Zttad  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 


Pbidat,  January  16. 
^tftrt  ^  Bwhard  W.  Meads. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Abobxb,  the  Hoose  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Oonunittee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Wabd  in  the  chair,)  and  took  np  and  consider- 
ed the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Richard  W.  Meade. 

Mr.  Abohsb  supported  the  dfum  at  some 
length,  going  into  a  minute  detail  of  all  the 
drcamstanoes  oot  of  whkdi  it  grew.  The 
GoTeromoit  of  the  United  Statea  had  pot  it 
oot  (tf  the  power  of  the  daJmant  to  oolleot  this 
debt  frmn  Spain,  by  the  solemn  stipolations  of 
a  trea^.  In  porsoance  of  these  8tipolation& 
onr  GoTermnent  had  reo^ved  a  certam  sum  of 
money  tar  varions  claims,  indoding  this,  and 
pud  ont  the  whole  amonnt  to  others  than  the 
present  claimant. 

Mr.  Polk  r^^tted  that  some  members  of 
the  committee  had  not  prepared  thranselves  to 
meet  this  bilL  It  was  an  old  aoqoaiotanoe  in 
the  Hoose,  and  liad  long  ago  been  rejected  by 
a  vote  of  more  than  two  to  one.  Mr.  P.  aa- 
posed  the  vali^fy  of  the  daim,  at  ooDndaraUe 
length,  and  gave  a  BDodnot  statement  at  the 
fbnner  procMdings  hotit  of  Oongresa  and  of  a 
commission  appointed  lor  the  purpose  semal 
years  ago,  in  reference  to  it.  If  the  Hoose 
adopted  this  bill,  they  woold  be  re(H>ening  a 
mass  of  dums  to  an  amonnt  of  not  less  than 
thirty-nioe  millions  of  dollars,  which  woold 
come  under  the  same  principle.  Mr.  P.  also 
ccmtended  that  there  was  no  additional  evidence 
presented  at  this  time  more  than  was  before  the 
Spanish  commisdon,  and  on  which  they  had 
heretofore  a^Jodicated,  and  ^>pealed  to  the 
honorable  ch^rman  of  tibe  ocnnmittee  if  this 
was  oot  so. 

Mr.  Abgbbb  said,  If  tibe  UU  dioold  pass,  he 
was  given  to  nndentand  tba.t  additfanud  testi- 
mcmy  wonld  be  adduced. 

Mr.  Poix  s^d,  then  he  was  right ;  there  was 
no  other  evidence  before  the  Hoose  than  was 
before  the  commission,  and,  by  passing  the  bill, 
the  Hoose  woold  beentertaudBg  ana^eal  from 


[H.  OF  B. 

a  tribunal  of  its  own  creation,  to  the  hazard  of 
many  ndlUons  of  the  poblio  treasnre.  Mr,  P. 
said,  if  he  oonld  believe  there  was  one  dollar 
doe  to  this  individnal  dwmant,  he  woold  dieer- 
folly  lend  his  feeUe  aid  towards  its  recovery. 
He  sincerely  desired  strict  Jostioe  to  every 
American  oitizeD.  He  condoded  by  express* 
ing  a  wish  that  the  bill  mi^ht  not  be  dedded 
upon  to-day,  bnt  a  farther  tame  mig^ht  be  ^vea 
for  its  iavesUgation. 

Mr.  Abohsb  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
by  which  the  Hoose  wonld  perceive  that  it  em- 
braced no  a^propriftUon,  bat  simply  dired»d 
an  investigation  to  be  made  by  t£e  Attorney 
General  and  two  anditors. 

The  bill  having  been  read  by  the  Oleric, 

Mr.  Polk  callea  tar  the  readiog  of  the  bill 
of  1828,  whidi  having  been  done.  Mr.  P.  said 
the  first  two  secttons  (tf  both  hills  were  the 
same,  hot  the  one  before  the  Hoose  contained 
a  provision  for  tiie  payment  of  the  daim,  shoidd 
a  decision  be  made  in  its  frivw,  which  was  not 
in  tlie  former  trae. 

Mr.  Abohxb  Bidd  he  was  not  aware  before 
that  the  bill  contained  a  danse  for  the  pqiiieat 
of  the  daim.  He  moved  that  this  eunse  bo 
stricken  oot. 

Mr.  EvEBSTT,  of  MassachoBsetts,  called  for 
the  reading  of  a  docoment  which  had  some 
bearing  on  the  qoestion.  The  report  of  the 
committee  of  1826  was  then  read  by  the  Olerk. 

Mr.  E.  said  it  was  tme  that  the  bill  of  1828 
was  lost  by  a  vote  ttf  two  to  one,  bnt  he  woold 
remind  the  Hoose  that,  in  1826,  the  same  bill 
passed  by  a  mt^ority  of  not  less  than  two  to 
one,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Polk  said  the  bill  of  1826  was  brought 
on  at  a  late  hoor  of  the  evening,  at  the  hed  of 
the  se8si<Hi,  and  he  would  admit  that  he  did 
vote,  as  perhaps  others  did,  in  the  dark,  as  to 
the  facts,  and  without  having  given  the  sabjeot 
doe  examination.  Mr.  P.  also  remembered  that 
his  vote  was  qooted  ag^nst  him  on  the  occasion 
<rf  the  rdeoticm  (tf  the  bill  <tf  1828,  and  he  then 
gave  a  sndlar  explanation, 

Mr.  EvBBBTT  oontinued  to  advocate  the 
ddm;  whidi,  he  contended,  was  founded  is 
truth  and  Jostice,  and  rested  upon  its  own  me- 
rits, without  reference  to  the  other  claims  al- 
lied by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  he 
invdved  in  the  same  prindple.  He  could  see 
no  evil  ttiat  could  result  from  its  reference  to  a 
board  for  inveati^tion. 

Mr.  Hahdin  said  he  r^retted  that  badness 
of  another  character  had  compelled  him  to  be 
absent  during  the  greater  part  of  tins  discussion ; 
bot  he  defdred  to  give  his  sentiments  on  this 
olum,  since  it  was  one  which  he  had  investi- 
gated at  a  fcHfmer  seadtm.  He  woold  proceed, 
if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  committee^  bnt  as 
the  boor  was  ute,  he  moved  that  t2ie  onnn^tee 
rise. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  ocnomittee 
rose,  reported  progreai^  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again. 


Bm  <if  Biehard  W.  Meade, 
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Si.TDBDA.T,  Jannory  17. 
The  Judieiarjf. 
Ur.  BmtoLDB  mbmitted  the  following  reeo- 
Intion: 

Saotved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadldary  be 
Inatnicted  to  inquire  into  the  enedienc^  of  extend- 
ing the  fedend  Jodidair  to  all  the  Statea  k  the 
Vniim  alike,  uid  leport  thererai. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  that  he  did  not  pretend  to 
be  more  patrioUo  and  more  able  to  bring  thia 
tnbject  before  the  Honse  than  any  other  Kepre- 
scntatiTe  from  the  new  States;  bnt  he  ooold 
not  rem^  a  dirintemted  spectator,  and  know 
that  the  new  Statee  were  not  on  an  eqnal  foot- 
ing with  the  othor  States.  He  was  raised  in 
one  of  the  new  States,  and  knowing  and  expe- 
riencing tiie  feelings  and  aitoation  of  them,  in 
this  respect,  be  oomd  not  rest  satisfied  on  this 
Bobjeot  until  all  enjoyed  the  same  privil^es 
and  advanta^ea.  The  new  States  oonld  not  tax 
the  soil  withm  their  limits  Uke  the  other  States, 
and,  in  &ot,  lab<»red  nnder  many  InoonTenienoea 
which  the  latter  did  not  He  oonoeived  that 
the  mere  mention  of  this  snUect  was  soffldent 
to  enable  this  enlightened  boaj  to  do  Jnstioe  to 
the  new  States,  and  that  was  all  he  dedred  or 
•aked. 

Ur.  Aww  obaBTved  that  the  snlject  was 
already  bnm^t  before  the  0<mmuttee  on  the 
Jndicuury     the  mowaage  of  the  Prerident 

It  being  fhrther  raggested  that  a  biU  on  this 
■abject  was  in  a  state  of  preparation — 

Hr.  SiTNouM  ronarked,  that  be  was  not 
heretofore  aware  of  these  facta.  Bnt,  as  the 
subject  was  before  the  Committee  on  tbe  Jndi- 
cia^,  the  object  was  answered,  and  he  would 
thenfore  wiutdraw  the  resolntion. 


KoHDi.T,  January  19, 
Oh«rokd4  Memorial. 

Mr.  E.  Evntsn  presented  Oe  memorial  of  a 

ooonoil  held  at  Bmming  Waters,  in  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  State  of  Geor^a,  November  28, 
1886,  and  accompanied  it  with  the  following 
remarks: 

Hr.  Speaker :  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  hare 
been  requested  to  present  to  the  Hoose,  a  pa- 
per, pniporting  to  be  the  memorial  of  chleft  and 
newvmen  of  uie  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  as- 
sembled at  Banning  Waters,  in  tliat  part  of  the 
Gherokee  country  whidt  lies  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  towards  the  doee  of  the  month  of 
NoTonber.  Thia  ooonoil  was  organised,  on 
bdialf  of  that  p(»1lon  of  tibe  Gherokee  mbe 
of  ^^ana  who  are  nnwllling,  on  any  terms,  to 
enbmit  to  the  jorisdlotion  of  the  Statee  in  which 
they  lire,  and  are  desirons  of  ranoTing^nnder 
the  protection  and  by  the  aid  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  country  already  in  poasesdon  oi 
that  portion  of  thdr  tribe  whioh  has  crossed 
the  UiseiBsippi. 

The  origmal  signatures  belonging  to  this 
memorial  are  to  be  found  in  the  on^nal,  whioh 


MemoriaL  [JAiurt,lRK 

is  to  be  presented  in  the  other  bnn^c^tbe 
Legidature.  An  authenticated  tmueript  of 
them  is  attached  to  the  duidieato<tf  the  mm- 
rial,  which  I  hare  now  the  hcmor  to  to 
the  House.  They  are  fiftr-senn  m  nambcr, 
twentj  of  which  are  oerlafied  to  have  bea 
written  by  those  to  whom  the  tignatitTes  be- 
long. The  other  thirty-eeTen  are  aaik  in  tbe 
usoal  manner  of  persons  unable  to  writ&  Of 
how  laige  a  portimi  of  the  whde  tribe  At 
council  at  Bnmdnc  Vaten  may  r^anst  fit) 
opinions,  I  am  notlnfbnaMd. 

The  memorial,  I  am  sati^uttnih  ■ssond.i! 
the  production  (S  John  Kdge,  a  SstiiigmM 
member  ctf  the  Gherokee  tribe,  and  (Hwoftbe 
dedegates  now  present  in  tiiis  coty  from  tbt 
oonndl  at  Bunning  Watera.  It  is  at  his  re- 
quest, and  that  of  Us  aHaociatw,  Mta  BondiHt 
and  Archille  Smith,  that  I  now  present  tin 
memorial  to  the  House.  It  is  aooompsDied 
a  sralea  of  reaolntions,  adopted  at  the  nme 
ooundl,  expressing,  in  a  more  oondeosed  ixa^ 
the  opiiii(HU  and  feelings  of  that  pntioD  tk 
Gherokee  nation  who  were  r^Nresented  in  Ai 
ooundl,  and  cm  whose  behalf  these  papwjin 
now  submitted  to  the  Kmse.  Tliese  ooeoa^ 
are  too  long  to  be  oouTeideatly  ttuAni^m 
and,  for  the  sake  of  eoonomiring  the  time  rf 
tiie  Hoasa.  Ibeg  leave  briefly  to  state  ftsr 
purport: 

Thej  set  forth,  in  stoong  language,  the 
of  their  people  to  the  soil  chi  which  therliTt, 
and  their  sense  of  the  wrong  done  tbem  inttK 
measures  taken  to  dispoesess  than.  And  ii 
these  views,  nr.  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  uy  ibit  I 
ftdlyoonour.  tiiey  represent  the  progress  Oej 
bare  made  in  the  arts  of  drilization— a  progna 
no  donbt,  well  calculated  to  exdte  admiritxa 
It  baa  exdted  the  admlratiott  of  the  ftiendi « 
hnmanitft  both  here  and  in  Enn^  Theja- 
preaa,  however,  tiie  aorroWftil  emriction  ^ 
It  Is  impoadble  fbr  them,  in  the  present  aUteoi 
things,  to  retain  their  national  existence,  td  a 
live  in  peace  and  comfort  in  their  natiTC 
They  therefore  have  tiimed  their  eyes  to  tl» 
country  west  d  the  Hisdsdppi,  to  which  a  »fr 
dderable  portion  of  their  tribe  hare  aliwf 
emigrated ;  and  they  express  the  opinion  t|iit 
they  are  reduced  to  the  dtemative  a  fo^^ 
them  to  that  r^on,  or  of  sinking  into  s 
tiou  bnt  littie,  if  at  alL  better  alsverr,  n 
their  {ffeaent  place  of  abode.  They  snnoauM 
this  oonriction  witii  that  bitterness  of  lai^uf* 
whidt  mi|Ait  natnraUy  be  expected  from  fflC 
placed  in  Metrritnation,  and  whioh  TthinltTM 
neither  snrpriae  nor  c^nd  any  member  of 
Honse,  InouitemplatingthesntgectofreDiD^ 
al,  they  oast  thenuelvee  upon  the  liberalitra 
Congress  to  extend  to  them  the  means  of  tno^ 
portati(»i,  more  consistent  with  health 
comfort  than  they  have  hitherto  eqjoyed;  oV 
Jects  which,  I  fear,  have  been  too  nincb  scr 
lected  hitherto ;  fk  peonniary  allowanoe  »  « 
immediate  resooroe  on  their  arriral  in  tM 
West ;  and  adequate  aaanranoe  of  a  ri^t 
property  in  the  adl,  and  the  o^Tnuat  of 
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litioal  privileges  in  the  new  abode  in  wbidithej 
may  then  be  placed.  I  hare  stated  toohem 
that  a  part  of  these  objects  are  Buch  as,  in  the 
asaal  mode  ia  which  the  policy  of  removal  has 
been  pursaed,  wonid  natnrally  be  first  provided 
for  by  a  treaty  betwc^  the  United  States  and 
persons  aathorized  to  contract  on  the  part  of 
the  tribe.  Tliey  consider,  however,  that,  in  the 
present  nnhappy  stete  of  the  tribe,  divided  as  it 
IS  Taj  partieB  warmly  opposed  to  each  other  on 
the  snbjeot  of  emigration,  it  may  be  at  present 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  oondude  a  treaty 
generally  satiafactory.  It  is  also  the  opinion  <n 
the  memorialista  thiU;,  in  the  present  disorgan- 
ized state  of  their  people,  it  may  be  diffictdt  for 
the  Clovemment  to  reot^mze  parties,  with 
which  it  oonld  advantageoualy  act  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  a  treaty.  On  this  sabject  I  do  not 
profess  to  be  able  to  judge.  I  have  not  the 
means  of  forming  a  confident  opinion,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  take  any  part  in  the  divirions  which 
may  exist  between  the  different  portions  of  the 
tribe.  I  move  yon,  air,  that  the  memorial  and 
resolutions  be  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on 
Indian  AfGairiL  and  printed. 
The  memwial  was  disposed  of  aooording^y. 


Fbidat,  January  38. 

Sel^f  of  Colonel  John  Eugene  Leitentdorfer. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  B.  M.  Johhboh,  the  Honse 
went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pattoh  in  the  chair,)  on  that 
bilL  It  waspaseed  through  oommittee  without 
debate,  read  a  third  time  in  the  Hoiu^  and 
passed. 


Satdsdat,  January  24. 
Medal  to  General  Morgan. 

ISx.  E.  Etxsbtt  from  the  select  Joint  Library 
Committee,  r^rted  a  joint  restdutton  in  effect 
aathori^ng  Momxt  Neville  to  have  re-struck 
from  the  original  die,  a  med^  Bimilar  to  the 
one  presented  by  Congress  to  General  Horgan, 
which  had  been  stolen,  and  which  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  melt«d  down. 

Mr.  EvsKBTT  stated  that  the  medal  referred 
to  was  presented  by  Congress  to  General  Daniel 
Morgan,  who  bequeathed  it  to  the  memorialist, 
Morgan  Neville.  The  memorial  cf  Mr  Neville 
(ax>on  which  this  report  was  fonnded)  set  fbrth 
that  the  medal  was  stolen  from  a  bank  in  Pitts- 
bnrg,  some  years  ago,  and  that  all  attempts  to 
recover  it  had  failed.  The  medal  was  of  gold, 
very  highly  valued  by  the  family,  and  was 
stated  to  be  worth,  intrinrically,  thir^-one 
guineas.  The  memorialist  asks  that  a  new 
medal  may  be  struck  fbr  him  £rom  the  original 
die,  which  is,  or  ought  to  be,  at  the  mint,  in 
Philadelphia.  He  did  not  ask  that  Uiis  should 
be  done  at  the  expense  o£  the  Government ; 
thongh,  under  all  theturonmstances,  he(Mr.£.) 
vould  be  willing  that  it  should  be  done  at  the 
Vou  Xn.— 4i 


[H.  or  B. 

public  expense.  But,  as  it  would  be  necessary 
to  commit  the  resolution  in  that  cas^  which 
would  delay  and  uidanger  its  passage,  he  had 
preferred  to  move  its  engrossment  inns  present 
form. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

The  Judiciary— LimitaUon  tf  3%rm. 
'  The  following  resolution,  heretofOTe  offered 
by      Hahxb,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 

constitution,  was  taken  up : 

"iZesofvA^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadidary 
be  inabvcted  to  inqoire  Into  the  ezpedimey  of 
ameadhie  the  Oonatitntion  of  the  Unitea  States,  so  u 
to  limit  the  servioe  of  thejo^es  <tf  the  Supreme  and 
inftrw  oooits  to  a  term  yean." 

The  0Dnmderati<m  of  the  re8(^ti<»i  was  post- 
poned. 

Vim  Voce  EUcUont. 
The  House,  in  the  order  of  bnnness,  resumed 
the  conrideration  of  the  following  restdntion, 
offered  by  Mr.  Bbtnouw  : 

".fiMo/Md^  That  hereafter,  in  all  elecUons  made 
by  the  House  of  RepreaentatiTes  (for  officers)  the 
votes  shall  be  ^ven  viva  voce,  each  memba  in  his 
jdaoe  naming  aloud  the  pereon  for  vhran  he  votes." 


KoBDAT,  January  26. 

French  BelaUont. 

lb-.  Pattoit  asked  the  cmisent  of  the  Home 
to  submit  the  fbllowing  rescdntiotu,  which  were 
read: 

Baeimi,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AfUis, 
to  irtdch  was  refmed  that  part  of  flie  Hessage  of  the 
President  wUeh  coocems  our  relations  irith  fVuwe, 
be  iDStmcted  to  iqxnrt  the  fbllowing  reooIutionB  to 

the  House: 

Besolved,  That  the  cl^ms  of  our  dtizens  for  rep- 
aration from  France,  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of 
4&  July,  1881,  rest  upon  the  strongest  ground  of 
right  and  justioej  and  uieir  validity  and  extent  have 
b^  rendered  mcontestable  as  between  the  two 
Govemmenta  by  that  convention. 

RexUved,  That  the  idea  of  acquiesdng  in  the 
refosal  of  France  to  execute  the  treafy  wiU  not  be 
entertained  by  any  branch  of  this  GoTeroment,  and 
that  we  on^t  to  insist,  and  have  a  right  to  expect, 
that  France  will  not  persist  in  the  failure  to  comply 
with  the  engagement  made  in  that  treaty. 

Jiaolved,  That  as  tiie  Kbig  of  die  Viesush  has,  In 
some  of  the  most  recent  communications  which  have 
passed  between  the  ministers  of  the  two  Govern- 
meuta,  given  repeated  and  rdterated  assnranoee  of  his 
mncere  de^  to  have  the  treaty  carried  into  effect, 
has  declared  Us  intention  to  present  Oie  bill  for  that 
purpose  08  soon  as  the  Chambers  can  be  assembled, 
and  his  determination  to  use  every  exertion  tn  bU 
power  to  obtdn  the  appropriation,  as  the  bill  was 
heretofore  r^ected  in  tiio  Chamber  of  Deputies  by  a 
very  small  minority,  and  os  that  body  is  now  in 
searion  at  an  eariier  period  than  was  anticipated 
when  Congress  met,  we  ought  at  present  to  confide 
hi  the  sincerity  <tf  the  {Rofeanons  of  the  Trmch 


JP^tneh  Jidationt. 
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BeaA  tf  Warrm  R.  Dam*. 


KzeootiTe,  tnd  rel;^  Btill  upon  tbe  honor  and 
ltdegrit7  of  Franco,  notwithstanding  the  oi^iutiflable 
dd«;8  which  have  taken  place,  not  now  abandon  the 
hope  that  the  obligationa  of  good  ftitb,  and  a  doe 
Msueof  thejnstice  of  our  claims  will  not  be,  finally, 
diorq^arded  and  oreriooked  by  the  French  Govem- 
ment  In  any  of  its  departmeDtB. 

JietolDtd,  That  it  is  not  expedient,  at  this  time, 
and  under  existing  circumstancee,  to  adopt  any  l^is- 
lative  measure  in  rdation  to  onr  a&iia  with  IVanoe. 

Itr.  Cult,  of  Alabama,  asked  whether  tlie 
resolutions  were  reported  from  a  committee : 
and,  on  being  informed  that  tbey  were  offered 
by  an  indiTidoal  member,  objected  to  their  in- 
troduction. 

Mr.  Pattoh  moved  the  suspouion  of  the 
rule,  to  allow  him  to  offer  them ;  and  stated 
that  he  merely  wished  at  present  to  lay  the 
reeolntaons  on  the  table. 

The  House  refdsed  to  snspend  the  rule— yeaa 
108,  naya  109. 

TcBBDXT,  January  27. 
Chid  Medal,  tfic,  to  CoIomI  Crogkan. 

Mr.  Sfsioht,  from  the  Committee  on  MUitary 
Afilurs,  reported  a  joint  resolution,  which  had 
been  referred  to  thtUi  committee,  with  an 
amendment,  anthoiizfaig  the  President  to  pre- 
sent a  gold  medal  to  Ocdonel  Croghan,  and 
Bwords  to  several  officers  under  his  oommand, 
for  their  gallant  condnot  in  the  deftaoe  of  Port 
Stephenson,  dorinK  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Pabeeb,  of  liTew  Jersey,  said  he  hod  no 
doubt  as  to  the  gallantry  of  ^eee  officers ;  not 
the  least ;  bat  u  they  conferred  these  distino- 
taons  in  the  present  case,  why  not  in  others,  it 
wonld  be  ^ed,  which  occurred  during  the 
last  war?  It  was  his  impreaaion,  also,  that 
Bome  acknowledgment  had  been  already  made 
to  these  officers. 

Mx.  Mkboeb  said  snob  was  not  the  case.  Ur. 
M.  briefly  expliuned  the  nature  and  importance 
<^  the  Bervioes  rendered  by  these  offices. 

The  joint  resolntioi^  as  amended,  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

MedcA  to  General  Morgan. 
The  joint  resolution  introdnced  by  Mr.  R 
EmKTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  lAbrary, 
directing  a  gold  medal  to  be  stnu^  at  the  mint 
of  tiie  UnitM  States,  from  the  original  die,  at 
the  expense  of  Morgan  Keville,  in  honor  of  the 
battle  of  the  Oowpens,  was  n»d  a  third  time 
and  passed. 


TauBSDAT,  January  29, 
Deoiih  tf  Warrm  S.  Jkm», 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal, 

Mr.  PiOKBNs,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  HoDse  as  fcSlows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  beocMnes  my  melanoholy  and 
MinM  dnty  to  annonnoe  to  this  House  the 
^eBtb  of  one  of  my  ocdleagms,  WABBBf  B. 


DA^jHbf  South  Carolina.  Hsdiedtlwiiim 
ing,  inew  minstes  before  1  o'clock  Si,  itk 
not  my  province  to  speak  in  tbeluguptf 
eulogy,  but  I  trust  I  may  be  penmtted  to  v 
of  the  deceased,  that,  whatever  wen  bia  Imti 
they  were  ot  stusfa  a  nature  as  to  onk  wittlc 
into  the  t<nnb,  and  be  forgotten ;  wbilit  thM 
who  knew  him  best  will  rooembv  oalj  H 
he  had  a  heart  full  of  human  kindno^  rid: 
all  those  qualitiee  that  obnititBts  a 
man.  Under  wit  that  was  era  WIImk,*^ 
humor  that  never  grew  heavy,  he  wetdi 
ahrewd  sagacity  in  relation  to  d»,  mi  i 
thorough  knowledge  of  human  affiun.  Ai  i 

Eablic  man,  perhaps  the  mling  feding  of  b 
eart  was  a  deep  and  burning  attuhiDi9i  u 
his  native  State.  With  him  it  wis  not  k  rii 
most  men,  the  ordinary  prindple  pitiiatiA 
No,  it  was  a  permanent,  abiding, 
affection  for  her,  and  all  her  institniioia. 
mudi  so,  that  even  in  the  last  da^  <i 

O illness,  at  the  very  mentwo  Scci 
na,  you  might  see  the  flie  <tf  aimtu^^ 
sinking  nature  rekindle  in  his  fs^t,  ud  ^ 
iip(Ki&  eheek.  U  nu^  be  (nti^»|j 
relatfons  to  know  that,  in  us  last  nlbx 
hom^  ev«i  im  to  the  mmnent  of  lui  dMB.> 
retafawd  the  ftill  ezeroise  of  all  Ms 
And  when  it  was  announced  to  himtbaii 
would  soon  have  to  meet  his  God,  he  wx^ 
the  disclosure  with  the  most  perfect 
and  oomposnre,  and  replied  in  these  rm» 
ble  words,  that  "  all  he  dedied  was  to  die  »< 
and  gracefully."* 

It  may  also  be  to  his  relatioiuBBOOiK^ 
consolation  to  know,  that,  during  his  jwAk^ 
siokness.  up  to  his  death  scene,  had  vc^^ 
the  kindest  and  most  devoted  persooilii^ 
who  ministered  to  him  all  that  afitetiaifi* 
tention  oould  pnonpt 

I  will  oondude  by  Biding,  that  in  h^«<; 
tluB  House  has  lost  a  prominent  menwtf'^ 
his  State  a  patriot  eltinn,  whoiniglithmt« 
to  her  an  ornament  in  the  brigfatest  w 
her  proud  career.  „ 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moving  thrt  tbeBfe; 
will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  ^eeeaied  i- 
o'clock  to-morrow,  and  in  r*P**' 
memory  wear  crape  on  the  left  snn  wr*|^ 
days ;  whioh  motions  were  severilly  ip* 
to.  ^ 
[The  Speakkb  announced  thefoUovioS'? 
committee  of  arrangements  fiir  the 
Messrs.  Piokkhb,  Abobsb,  '^^'^^^ 
Oovunn,  Lunnra>  MoIsriKa,  0«a»,«»'* 
of  Tennessee.] 
On  motion  of  Ifr.Hmnva, 
The  House  tiien  immediately  a^own* 


Fbidat,  January  80. 

Ko  business  was  transacted  in  the  BGe*^ 
Bepreaentattves  to-di^;  the  Hoose  vm'' 


*  Dtmbtl— I  hwing  a  riilnl  ■"n^ 
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saged  in  atteDding  the  funeral  ob8eqii4hFfbe 
late  Wabbui  B.  Datib,  a  member  ot  Uie 
HooM. 


Avtmdment  of  ike  Conttionion. 


[H.  OF  R 


Satdhdat,  Jnaaiy  81. 

Amendment  of  the  ConsUtution. 

Hr.  GiucBB,  from  tlie  select  committee  to 
which  was  referred  so  mach  of  the  President's 
Kessage  as  related  to  an  amendment  of  the  oon- 
stitntion  in  respect  to  the  mode  of  electing  the 
President  and  Vice  President,  reported  that 
the  committee  had  had  the  subject  nnder  con- 
sidwttioD.  and  had  come  to  no  coudarion  on  the 
■une,  and  he  tiierefore  moved  that  the  eom- 
mittee  be  discharged  from  the  fotfha*  ccmeid- 
eration  of  the  rabjeot ;  which  was  i^pved  to. 

Mr.  Giuout  awed  leave  to  lay  on  the  table 
the  following  joint  resolution : 

Se  U  resolved  hi  the  Senate  and  Souee  of  Jteprt- 
tentaiivee  of  the  United  Statea  Anuriea  in  Conr 
grets  auembled,  (two-tiiirds  of  both  Houses  con- 
curring,) That  the  following  amendmentB  to  the  Oon- 
Btitntioa  of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  vhidi,  when  rati- 
fied by  the  L^ialatures  of  three-foarths  of  the  States. 
dwU  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  poiposes  as  partpof 
tbe  eooBtitatioi^  to  wit: 

Ist  No  petwm  who  shall  have  beat  denied  Flred- 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  be  agida  eli^^ble  to  ti»t 
office. 

2d.  Hereafter  tbe  President  and  Vice  Freddent  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  chosen  bj  the  people  of 
tbe  respective  States,  in  the  manner  foUowing :  On 
the  first  H(Hida;  and  sncceedhig  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday in  the  month  of  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  tbirty-aix,  and  the  some  &jb  in  every  fourth  year 
thereafter,  an  election  shall  be  held  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  tbe  United  States,  at  such  places, 
and  in  such  manner,  as  elections  are  held  by  the  laws 
of  each  State  for  members  of  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  Legislature  thereof.  And  tbe  dtizens 
of  etati  State  who  possess  the  qualiScalKms  of  electors 
of  the  nx»t  namaons  branoh  ot  the  State  I^eialatare, 
shall  then  and  there  vote  for  Preddent  and 'nee  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  one  of  whom  shall  not 
be  on  inhabitant  of  the  same  State  with  themselves. 
And  the  superintendents  or  persona  holding  elections 
in  each  election  district,  sbaU  immediately  thereafter 
make  returns  thereof  to  tbe  Oovemor  of  the  State. 
And  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  Governor,  tcgether 
irith  such  other  persona  as  shall  be  qipointed  hy 
the  authority  of  each  State,  to  ascerbdn  the  result  of 
BBii  returns,  and  the  person  recriving  the  greatest 
number  of  votes  for  Preudent,  and  the  one  receiTing 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  for  Vice  Praident, 
dull  be  bolden  to  have  received  the  whole  number 
of  votes  which  the  State  daSi  be  entitled  to  give  for 
Preddet^  and  Vice  President :  wUch  fact  dtall  be 
immediately  certified  by  the  Oovemor,  and  sent  to 
the  scat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to 
each  of  the  Senators  in  Congress  from  such  State,  to 
the  President  of  tite  Senate,  and  to  the  Spedcer  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  places  and  man- 
ner of  holding  Euch  elections,  of  canvasdng  the  votes, 
making  retams  thereof,  and  ascertaining  uieir  result, 
riiall  be  prescribed  hi  eadi  State  by  the  L^idetme 
thereot   Bat  Gongren  may,  at  anjr  time,  make  or 


alter  socfa  regulations.  Oongreei  shall  have  the 
power  of  dtenng  tbs  times  oi  holdfaig  the  eleotim, 
but  they  shall  be  hdd  on  the  some  days  throu^koat 
the  United  State*:  and  of  dtering  the  time,  herdn- 
afterwards  prescribed,  for  the assemblingof  Congress 
evei7  fourth  year.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  in  sesdon  on  the  second  Konday  in  Octo- 
ber, in  the  year  one  thousand  d^t  hundred  and  tfair- 
^-dz,  and  cm  tbe  same  day  in  every  fourth  year 
thereafter ;  and  the  Preddent  of  the  Senate,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
shall,  as  soon  as  convemeut  and  practicable,  proceed 
to  open  all  the  certificates  and  returns,  and  the  elec- 
toral votes  of  the  States  shall  be  thereupon  counted. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for 
Preddent  shall  be  President,  if  such  number  be  a 
nu^ority  of  the  whole  number  ot  votee  given ;  but  If 
no  person  have  sodi  nujority,  or  if  the  person  having 
the  minority  of  the  whole  nnmb^  of  votes  given 
shall  have  died  before  the  counting  of  the  votes,  then 
a  second  election  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Uonday 
and  succeeding  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  in  the  month 
of  December  then  next  ensuing,  which  shall  be  con- 
fined to  the  persons  having  the  two  Ugbest  number 
of  votes  at  toe  {seceding  election.  But  If  two  or 
more  persons  have  the  highest  and  an  eqiud  number 
of  votes,  then  to  the  persons  having  the  highest  num- 
l>er  of  votee :  Provided,  however,  ifin  the  first  election 
diere  were  but  two  persons  voted  for,  and  tbe  person 
recdving  the  hi^e^  numlier  of  votes  shall  have  died 
b^«ue ooi^ng  of  the  votes,  then,  In  the  second 
decdtm,  tlK  chcttce  shall  not  be  confined  to  tbe  per 
sons  previondy  voted  for,  but  any  person  may  be  vot- 
ed for  who  may  be  otherwise  qualified  by  tiiie  consti- 
tution to  be  Preddent  of  the  United  States ;  which 
second  election  shall  be  conducted,  the  returns  made, 
the  votes  counted,  and  the  result  of  the  deotion  in 
each  State  certified  by  tbe  Governor,  in  the  ssme 
manner  as  in  the  first,  and  tbe  final  resnlt  of  tbe 
election  shall  be  ascertamed  fa  the  same  manner  as  In 
the  first,  and  at  such  time  as  shall  be  fixed  by  law 
resdution  of  Congress;  and  the  person  having  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  for  Preddent  shall  be  ned- 
dent  But  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  received 
an  equd  and  the  his^^  number  of  votes  at  the 
second  election,  or  if  the  peison  who  ahdl  have 
received  the  m^ori^  at  the  whole  number  of  votes 
«ven  at  the  aectmd  dection  dull  bave  died  before 
the  counting  of  the  votes,  then  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives E^all  dioose  one  of  the  remaining  number 
of  the  persons  voted  for  for  Preddent,  in  the  manner 
now  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  But  if  there 
shall  have  been  but  two  persons  voted  fw  In  tbe  se- 
ecmd  etectiw,  and  the  penon  who  dull  have  leedved 
die  Ugliest  ntunber  of  votes  shall  bave  died  befiwe 
the  counting  of  the  votes,  the  Vice  Preddent  then  in 
office  shall  be  Preddent  for  tiie  next  succeeding  term. 
The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  for 
Vice  Prraident,  at  the  first  dection,  shall  be  Vice 
Preddent,  If  such  number  be  a  migori^  of  the  whole 
number  of  votes  given.  And  if  no  penon  shall  bave 
recdv4Mi  gudi  m^ority,  or  if  the  person  who  dull 
have  received  tbe  nuyority  of  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  shall  have  died  before  the  counting 
tbe  votes,  then,  of  the  persons  having  the  two  highest 
number  of  votes,  tbe  Senate  shdl  choose  one  for  Vice 
Preddent;  but  if  two  or  more  persons  have  the 
hij^est  and  an  equd  numt>er  of  votes,  then  tbe  Sen- 
ate shdl  duraee  a  Vice  Predd^t  from  the  persons 
having  the  Ugbest  number  of  votes.  But  if  there 
dull  have  been  but  two  persona  voted  for,  and  tbe 
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pereon  who  ehall  hare  received  the  highest  number 
of  votes  flhsll  hftve  died  before  the  counting  of  the 
votes,  then  the  remaining  person  shall  be  Yioe  Presi- 
dent; w  if  all  the  persons  voted  for  shall  have  died 
bef(»«  the  ooontinp  of  the  vote^  then  the  Senate  shall 
cboow  oao  of  their  own  body  for  "Vieo  Fnndent. 

8d.  Ko  Senator  or  BepiesentatiTe  Shall  be  ^point- 
ed to  any  dvil  oflloe,  i^aoe,  or  em(diimrat,  under  the 
aothority'of  the  Uuted  Btttea.  during  the  time  for 
which  be  was  elected,  and  for  six  mouths  afterwards. 

Mr.  BPinnr  remarked  that  there  was  no 

ml^eot  of  greater  importance  before  the  Hooae, 
and  though  we  were  so  near  to  the  end  of  the 
session,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  wonld  move 
the  postponement  of  the  resolntion  to  a  day 
eertun,  with  a  view  to  its  consideration.  Even 
if  the  snbjeot  shonld  not  be  finally  acted  npon 
at  this  BesraoQ,  tiie  discnssion  of  it  wonld  be 
beneficial,  inaamnoh  as  it  wonld  bring  the  snb- 
Ject  more  ftally  before  the  people. 

Mr,  OiLMKB  said  he  would  be  pleased  to  have 
tiie  resolntion  read  twice  and  committed  to  the 
Oranidttee  of  the  'Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Unitm. 

The  resolntion  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Claim  of  the  Mdn  of  Soehiom^u, 
A  Uessage  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  TTnited  States,  by  Ur.  Donelson, 
his  private  aeoretary,  which  was  read,  and  is 
aa  ^Idwb: 

lb  tht  JSoHte  of  JttpmtiUaliim  of  tJte  United  State* : 

Vnth  referenoe  to  the  dafan  itf  the  granddangfaters 
at  the  Mardiat  de  Boobambeau,  and  in  addition  to 
the  |N4wtB  fonoeriy  communicated,  idating  to  the 
same  subject,  I  now  transmit  to  the  Itonse  ot  Bepre- 
sentatives,  for  th^  consideration,  a  memorial  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  from  the  Countess 
d'Ambrugeao  and  the  Uarquia  de  la  Qoree,  tt^Uier 
with  the  Tetters  whic^  aooompanied  it.  ^translations 
of  these  doomnoits  are  also  sent. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 

The  Veasam  was  ordered  to  be  lointed  and 
lie  on  the  table. 


Hoimi.T,  Eebroary  S. 

Slanery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  ooosideraUon  of 
■e^raral  petitions  and  memoricds  from  sundry 
oilizens  of  the  State  of  Kew  Tork,  (one  of 
which  was  rigned  by  eiffht  bondred  udiea,) 
praying  the  anoUtioa  of  BUtvery  and  the  dave 
trade  m  the  IMstriot  of  OolomMa,  presented 
last  Monday  by  ICr.  DiOKsoir,  and  hid  ovot  to 
this  day. 

Hr.  Dickson  said :  Kr,  Speaker,  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  these  petitions,  and  asking  for  them 
a  different  reference  from  that  nsnally  g^ren 
to  such  petitions,  I  propose  to  ofi'er  a  few  re- 
marks. They  shall  be  presented  in  that  blend- 
ed spirit  of  freedom  and  candor,  truth  and  Jus- 
lioe^  that  beoomea  a  membw  of  this  House. 


[Fmnm.lU 

I  will  not  conceal  my  own  feeUngs,  and  1^ 
studiously  avoid  intentionally  injuring  llMKtef 
others.  And  whilst  I  sin  opposed  toandda^ 
ly  deplore  the  existence  of  daveryintrat 
form,  and  in  every  land,  I,ineomii]ODiritiitti 
petitioners,  disclahn  all  power  in  ihi  natksi 
Government  to  control  or  abridge  it3  dontHs 
in  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  id 
throughout  these  runarks,  in  qieildDg  d 
slavery  in  this  oonntrj^IwiBbtobenDdsnxt 
as  confining  my  remarks  to  that  portiai  cf  ibe 
country  over  which  the  national  GoTenanai 
has  ample  and  omnpl^te  JnriB^ofioii,iDdttc 
sole  power  of  legation,  and  that  is  tba  K» 
trict  of  Columbia.  One  of  the  petitioub 
dgned  by  more  than  eight  hundred  udiesof^ 
city  of  New  York.  In  the  Jewish,  Greek,  ud 
Romish  histories^  we  learn  that  feiiule  reoot 
Btrances  and  entreaties  were  crftoi  heard  in 
public  councils,  and,  in  one  instance,  umix 
cause  of  *'  enlargement  and  delivenuee.''  i 
"light,  and  gladness,  and  joy,  andb(«in',"loi 
despised  and  an  oppressed  people;  and  ui ill 
instances  roused  tiie  patriot,  the  st^eEmmoi 
the  hero,  to  deeds  of  nsefolness  and 
wwe  all-powerfol  in  expanding  and  ato&g 
the  principles  of  oharity,  hnmani^,  and  bat*- 
olence,  and  in  breaking  the  ohaiiis  <tf 
sion.  In  theohivalronsagesof  modern  SoNft 
and  dnce,  and  in  the  war  cf  our  indqwolih 
the  influence  of  woman  was  talismamc  orf  ^ 
heart  of  man,  and  roosed  to  actiw  all  hi'  ii> 
blest  energies.  And  to  her  honor,  all 
monstrances,  petitions,  and  entases,  ami 
her  influence,  have  ever  been  exerted  in  &^ 
of  humanity,  benevolence,  and  liberty.  At- 
surely,  the  chivalry  of  this  Honse  will  ae*; 
permit  it  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  tiie  remonstiiH 
of  ladies,  pleading,  as  tiiej  believe^  ^  ^ 
wronged  and  the  oppreeaed. 

The  petitimers  oomplain  that  a  por6ini< 
the  people  of  the  Distriot  of  Oohmliiic^ 
without  crime,  disqualified  as  witaMna,^ 
fteeman  may  commit  any  crime,  ev^'in^ 
itBel£  in  the  presence  of  slaves  only,  and 
conviction  and  ponishment  They  con^ 
that,  bv  the  laws  of  the  District,  wluch  vk  ti 
laws  of  Congress  enacted  to  govern  the  US'- 
every  black  man.  and  every  mulatto  of 
shade  and  complexion,  though  bom  and 
tured  in  freedom  all  his  days,  the  nioin^- 
touobes  the  soil  of  the  District,  is  preaiisw  * 
slave ;  and,  by  an  ordinance  of  tne  a? 
Waahlngton,  he  is  treated  as  a  diwrdnlf 
son,  and  required  to  «Ubit  to  the  mayor,  t» 
in  thirty  days,  evidence  of  his  freedtm.f' 
enter  into  a  bond  mth  two  freehold  Eorenn 
in  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  dollarsjj"^ 
tioned  for  his  peaceable,  orderly,  and  good  ft* 
duct,  and  not  to  become  chargeable  to  thew^ 
poration  for  twelve  mcmths,  to  be  rene»w* 
the  commencement  of  each  year  for  twos'' 
cesaive  years,  or  forthwith  deport  frim  the  t"^ 
or  be  committed  to  the  work-honse  nntu^ 
complies  with  such  reqniations ;  such  '^J']^ 
ment  not  to  e»>eed  twelve  monUa  w  ^ 


aiaterj/  m  Aa  Dblriet  ofC<Ambia. 
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neglect ;  so  that  the  poor  black  or  mulatto  may 
be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  in  the  work-hooBe, 
for  the  term  of  three  yeara,  althongh  innocent, 
and  withont  crime. 

He  may  have  been  well  ednoated,  moral,  and 
indnstriooB;  have  exeroiBed  the  eleotaTe  fii^- 
ohise,  atad  voted  for  the  highest  officers  of  the 
national  and  State  Governments,  entitled  to 
all  the  righta  and  privileges  oS  the  white  mui, 
and  of  an  American  citizen ;  yet,  in  this  Dis- 
trict, he  shall  be  presomed  a  slave,  and  in  the 
city  of  Washingtmi,  a  disorderly  person,  and 
compelled  to  give  seoority  for  hu  good  behav- 
ioar  for  three  years.  No  snob  presumptidti  of 
crime  Ib  Icnown  to  the  laws  of  Eo^and,  to  tike 
civil  law,  nor  to  the  municipal  code  of  the  most 
despotic  conntry  in  Eorope.  It  has  no  fonndar 
tion  in  the  law  of  nature,  tiie  common  law,  nor 
in  common  justice,  and  is  contrary  to  the  genius 
and  spirit  of  all  wise  and  free  Governments. 
It  is  a  maxim,  that  every  man  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed free  and  inuocen^  founded  on  the  im- 
mutable principles  of  eternal  jmtioe,  acknowl- 
edged by  all,  md  which  can  never  be  dianged 
bat  Ij  that  arbitrary  trnimj  wMch  feels 
power,  forgets  li^^t,  and  knows  wStixet  mercy 
nor  justice. 

The  petitioners  complain  tiiat,  by  the  laws 
of  the  District,  every  such  free  black  man  or 
mulatto,  going  at  large  without  the  evidence  of 
his  freedom,  is  liable  to  be  taken  up  as  a  run- 
away slave,  and  thrown  into  prison,  and  sold 
for  prison  fees  as  a  slave  for  life,  unless  he 
proves  his  freedom.  Unless  he  proves  his  free- 
dom I — a  freedom  given  him  by  ft  power  older 
than  the  laws  wmch  inouoerate  him— older 
than  the  country  which  gave  him  birth — older 
than  iho  primeval  daya  or  time,  and  whidi  shall 
endure  when  this  world  is  on  fire,  and  time 
shall  be  no  more,  by  God  himself. 

They  complun  that,  by  the  laws  of  that  part 
of  the  District  formerly  Maryland,  thongb  snch 
person  be  a  freeman,  and  prove  hia  freedom, 
and  shall  then  refuse  to  pay  the  fees  and  re- 
wards for  apprehending  frigitive  slaves,  he  may 
be  commit^  to  prison,  and  sold  as  a  slave  for 
life ;  so  that  a  freeman,  although  he  does  away 
the  before-mentioned  odious  presumptions  of 
law  by  clear  proof,  must  still  pay  for  his  own 
illegal  arrest  and  false  imprisonment,  for  being 
tlirown  into  the  damps  of  a  dungeon,  and  shat 
out  from  the  Ught  of  day,  for  bQ  t^e  ii^ariea. 
indignities,  and  wrongs,  tiiat  wuld  be  bsspei 
npon  him,  or  be  sold  as  a  slave,  and  nevermore 
to  breathe  the  air  of  freedom.  Terrible  alter- 
native 1  more  afflictive  to  a  hnman  being,  hav- 
ing the  feeltDgs  of  a  man,  of  a  freeman,  than 
death  itself.  Such  laws  are  meshes  to  entrap 
the  unwar3^  and  to  con^gn  a  freeman  to  servi- 
tude for  life.  They  are  man-traps  set  at  the 
seat  of  Government  of  this  Republic,  to  seize 
and  drag  into  perpetual  bond^e  a  freeman, 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  an 
American  citizen.  Does  such  a  ststate  blot  the 
page  or  tarnish  the  annals  of  any  other  Repnb- 
lio  on  earth  ?  Does  it  dishonor  the  pages  of 
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any  monarchy  or  despotism  now  in  the  world? 
The  tyranny  of  Oains  Yerres,  in  a  province  of 
the  Boman  empire,  was  mercy  whw  compared 
with  snch  a  law.  Many,  very  many  fiwnen. 
have  fallen  victims  to  this  merciless  law,  and 
lost  all  dear  to  them  on  this  side  of  the  grave. 

The  petitioners  complain  of  the  severi^  of 
the  ponishmenta  that  maj,  by  the  laws  of  the 
Dbmct,  or  of  that  wt  of  it  which  wasfbrmer- 
Ij  Kaij^and,  be  inflicted  m  slaves ;  tiiat  any 
negroes,  i»r  cQar  slaves,  tor  rambling  by  ni^^t, 
or  the  riding  of  horses  by  day,  withont  leave, 
may  be  pnnished  by  whipping,  cropping,  brand- 
ing, or  otherwise,  not  extending  to  lift,  or  ren- 
dering them  nnfit  for  labor ;  and  for  murder, 
arson,  and  petit  treason,  to  have  the  rig^t  hand 
cut  0%  to  be  hanged,  to  have  the  head  severed 
from  the  body,  the  body  divided  into  fovr 
quarters,  and  the  head  and  quarters  to  be  sM 
np  in  the  most  public  places  of  tiie  oonntry 
miere  the  crime  was  oonubitted.  Buoh  crimi- 
nal laws,  if  not  executed,  and  it  is  not  pretend- 
ed tiiey  are,  to  tlidr  ftall  extent,  appear  like  the 
relio  of  an  extreme  barbarons  age,  and,  in  this 
enlif^tened  and  hnmane  age  of  the  wwld,  are 
a  fonl  blot  on  our  statute  book,  and  ought  to 
be  modified  or  repealed. 

The  petitioners  complain  that,  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  the  slave  trade,  in  and 
through  the  District  of  Oolumbia,  is  permitted 
to  be  carried  on  with  distant  States,  and  that 
this  District  is  the  principal  mart  of  the  slave 
trade  of  the  Union. 

Sir,  the  foreign  slave  trade  with  Africa  is 
condemned  by  the  laws  of  this  eonntry,  of  Eng- 
land, of  France,  uid  by  those  of  almost  every 
nation  of  the  civilized  world,  as  piracy ;  and 
those  who  cany  it  oa  are'd«oonnoed  as  ont- 
laws  and  the  common  enemies  of  tiie  hnman 
race.  And  yet  we  tolerate,  intiiis  District,  and 
at  our  seat  of  Gh)vemment,  a  traffic  productive 
of  as  much  pun,  anguish,  and  despair,  of  as 
deep  atrocity,  and  as  many  accnmulatea  hor- 
rors, as  the  slave  trade  with  Africa. 

Aiid  here  there  are  no  foreign  powers  to  com- 
pete with  ns ;  we  have  no  rivals ;  the  trade  is 
all  ours,  and  the  odium  and  the  guilt  are  all 
our  own.  The  traffic  was,  in  former  years,  pre- 
sented by  a  grand  jury  of  the  District  as  a 
nuisance.  And,  as  loiu;  ago  as  the  year  1816, 
it  was  denonneel  "bj  toe  ardent  and  eloquent 
J<^  Bandolph,  of  Boano^  on  this  floor,  aa  a 
nniaanee,  uui  as  "an  iidimnan  and  illegal 
trafflo  in  daves; "  and,  on  his  motion,  a  sewot 
committee  was  appointed  to  inqi^re  Into  the 
trade,  and  what  measures  were  neoessaiy  for 
putting  a  stop  to  it  The  committee  were  em- 
powered to  send  for  persons  and  papers ;  called 
before  them  many  witnesses ;  and  took  numer- 
ous depositions,  depicting  in  glowing  terms  the 
enormities  and  horrors  of  the  traffic,  and  report- 
ed them  to  this  House.  Bat  I  do  not  find  that 
any  thing  farther  was  done  by  that  talented, 
but  sometimes  eccentric  man,  or  by  the  Hoose. 

Since  that  tame  the  slave  trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict has  increased  in  extent^  and  in  its  enonni^ 
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ties.  Free  bl&oka  have  been  kidnapped,  hurried 
oat  of  the  District,  and  sold  for  slaves.  Slaves 
for  a  term  of  years  hare  been  sold  to  the  slave 
traders,  transported  to  a  distant  land,  beyond 
the  hope  or  possibility  of  relief:  sold  as  mavw 
for  life,  and  their  temporary  had  been  changed 
Into  a  perpetoal  bondage.  It  has  been  sud  by 
a  oraumittee  of  this  Honse,  that  the  last-men- 
tioned daas  may  apply  to  the  conrts ;  that  the 
eonrta  are  open  to  them  in  the  District. 

To  talk  to  men  degraded  to  titie  condition  of 
cattle,  (their  masters  their  enemies,  conspiring 
with  the  purchaser  to  deprive  them  of  liberty 
for  life,  and  no  freeman  their  friend,)  of  conrts 
of  jnatice,  is  adding  insult  and  ecom  to  injustice, 
ana  aggravating  their  doom  by  a  mockery  of  all 
the  forms  and  all  the  tribnmds  of  justice. 

Private  cells  and  prisons  hare  been  erected 
by  ihe  slaTO  traders  in  the  District,  in  which 
ttie  negro  is  incarcerated  until  a  oarsoof  dares, 
of  "  hnman  chattels,*"  can  be  comjueted.  The 
pnblio  prisons  of  the  District,  boilt  with  the 
money  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States, 
hare  been  naed  for  the  benefit  of  the  slave  trad- 
ers, and  the  victims  of  this  odions  traffic  hare 
been  confined  within  their  walls.  The  keepers 
of  those  prisons,  pud  out  of  the  moneys  of  the 
whole  people,  hare  been  the  jailers  of  the  slave 
traders,  until  their  drove,  their  cargo  of  human 
beings,  6onld  be  completed. 

The  petitioners  complain  that  a  traffic  so  ab- 
horrent to  the  feelings  of  the  philanthropist,  so 
replete  with  suffering  and  woe,  is  approred  and 
licensed  by  the  oorporation  of  the  oity  of  Wash- 
ington, which  receives  flnir  hnndrea  doUan  a 
year  for  each  Hoense,  thna  Inorearing  hw  treaa- 
nres  by  the  express  sanction  of  ao  odions  a 
trade.  Finally,  the  petitionera  compl^  of  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia, 
as  the  source  of  ul  the  before-mentioned  evils, 
and  others  too  numerous  now  to  detail.  Thej 
consider  it  as  unchristian,  unholy,  and  unjust, 
not  warranted  by  the  laws  of  God,  and  contra- 
ry to  the  assertion  in  our  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, that  "  all  men  are  created  equal." 

In  the  last  debate,  and  in  the  last  speech 
made  on  this  fioor  on  tills  subject,  it  was  de- 
nied that  these  words  meant,  or  had  any  (dlu- 
rion  to  slareB.  and  was  asserted  that  many  of 
the  signers  ot  the  declaration  were  masters  of 
thousands:  *'and  had  they  an  eye  at  (dl  to 
dares  when  they  signed  it,  they  would  have 
been  hypocrites,  mivorthy  of  being  commemo- 
rated as  patriots,  or  honest  men."  Then  slaves 
are  not  men,  for  the  terms  used  were  the  broad- 
est that  could  be  used,  and  embraced  the  whole 
species.  Let  us  consider  for  one  moment 
whether  the  blacks  and  the  mulattoes  of  this 
country  are  men  like  ourselves,  and  whetiier 
the  ngners  of  our  Declaration  of  Independence 
were  hypocrites.  Heathen  poetry  instructs  us 
that  man,  a  generic  term,  embracing  the  whole 
species,  all  sexes,  all  ranks  and  conditions,  ^ 
colors,  and  all  complexions,  was  created  in  the 
resemblance  ot  the  gods ;  and  that,  while  other 
■aimaU  looked  opou  the  earth  and  never  raised 


their  eyes,  to  him  was  given,  by  his  Goi : 
countenance  of  dignity  ana  lofty  grandeur:  ai 
he  was  commanded  to  behold  the  besTeiis,!:^ 
raise  his  elevated  looks  to  the  stany  wmia 
and  the  abodes  of  the  £teniaL* 

The  heatiien  phHosophera  teach  utlatira 
was  created  in  the  likeness  of  the  Almi^iT,  -i 
Ood ;  and  nether  heathen  poebj  hot  Ita^-a 
philosophers  ever  informed  us  of  the  (re£t 
of  more  than  one  species  of  man.  Bjtber 
doctrines,  man  was  created  the  brother  of  b 
fellow-man,  and  his  eqnaL  The  Old  Ttetm:: 
informs  us  that  "  God  created  nun  m  cr. 
image,  in  the  image  of  God  created  be  hie' 
and  gave  him  dominion  over  all  the  ttrk  tx 
fish,  the  beasts,  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  iur; 
creeping  thing,  but  no  dominion  over  ai  t: 
power  to  enslave  his  feUow-man. 

And  here,  again,  we  learn  theeraatiwof^s 
one  species  of  man.  Ohristiani^,  h  bH  its  I  ^; 
pieomta,  and  the  Nev  TestuosBtL  isstniA  s 
that  "God  bath  made  of  one  bkxxt  slf  natx:^ 
of  men,  to  dwell  on  all  the  ftce  of  tl>e  eart:' 
Bevdation,  then,  yea,  God  himself  ^ 
there  were  and  are  but  one  species  of 
that  all  men  are  descended  from  one  com: : 
oripn,  and  were  all  created  eqasL  The 
framers  of  the  DeclaratiMi  of  IndepeEilc:-' 
and  the  founders  of  this  Kepublio,  in  accwlw 
with  the  doctrines  of  heathen  poetry  anJt.- 
then  philosophy,  of  Christian  phikuopb;.'-' 
the  Scriptures,  and  of  Revelation  itseI^  in 
immortal  instrument,  the  enduring  uimi'^ 
of  their  wisdom,  procl^med  to  an  tiwa 
world,  as  "self-evident,  that  all  men  inoa^ 
eonal ;  that  tiiey  are  oidowed  by  thdr  Ck^' 
with  certain  Inalimable  rights;  tbst  isf'-^ 
these  are  life^  Uberty,  and  tiie  porsnit  of  bi;f- 
neas."   Did  they  mean  slaves!    Can  an? 
doubt  that  they  did  ?   They  «po^«  °^ 
as  black,  or  white,  but  as  embracbgthetfi* 
species,  all  colors  and  all  complexions. 

Enlightened  citizens  of  a  Christian  woi^ 
they  s^ll  be  presumed  to  have  spoken  »  "-c^ 
tianmeu;  and  none  but  infideK&odtl"^*^ 
deny  the  authenticity  of  the  Scriptm*''- 
pretend  that  God  ever  created  more  tbiE* 
species,  one  race  of  men.  They  were  no  t.^"| 
crites.  They  were  patriots,  nobly  strER-r 
for  their  oonntry's  freed(nn ;  their  heart 
wanned  with  thefirea  of  liberty;  theybrestw 
benevolenoe  and  good  will  to  the  bmn^J^ 
and,  in  defarential  homage  to  the  A""*^ 
Daya,  prool^med  aloud  to  the  bond  and  :w 
the  truth,  impressed  alike  on  the  betfto 
lettered  and  unlettered  man  by  nature  W'lf 
tare's  God,  that  "  aU  men  are  created  ifi- 

■Whence,  then,  and  who  made  the  o^^ff 
between  the  white  and  the  black  vmt  »  ' 
not  the  decision  of  ancient  times.  ^^"^J 
slave  was  the  victim  of  conquest,  and  a  * 
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maD.  Nor  has  the  decimon  of  modem  times 
beeo  tiDiforta  on  this  snhject.  For,  as  late  as 
the  eleventh  and  the  first  half  of  me  twelfth 
centniy,  hnndreds  and  thousands  of  the  jonths 
of  both  sexes,  of  beantifiil  forms,  from  the  peas- 
antiy  of  England,  were  fastened  together  with 
ropes,  taken  to  the  city  of  BrUtoL  and  sold  into 
daveiy  in  Inland.  It  was  abcuished  on  the 
oonqneBt  of  Ireland  hy  Henry  IL 

The  davehidders  in  ancient  times,  and  In 
Ireland,  ocmtended  yriOi  as  mnch  zeal  fbr  thdr 
right  to  enslave  the  white  man,  as  mj  slave- 
holder in  this  District  for  his  right  to  hold  in 
bondage  the  black  man  or  the  mulatto. 

It  has  been  regretted  by  a  committee  of  this 
Eonse,  "  that  persons  wiuiout  the  District,"  as 
well  members  of  Oon^^ress  as  others,  "  and  hav- 
ing no  concern  with  it,"  should  attempt  to  pro- 
care  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  stave  trade 
here ;  and  it  was,  in  the  year  1829,/ieclared  by 
a  member  of  the  Honse,  in  debate  on  this  floor, 
to  "be  meddling  with  matters  truly  other 
men*8." 

Sir,  12ie  territory  la  fbderal,  and  Is  under  llie 
care,  protection,  ud  govermnent,  cMt  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States.  Oongress  is  Uie 
sole  l^pdative  body  for  the  District,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  all  othen^  and  here  pofls^sing  unde- 
fioed,  unlimited  legislative  powers,  selected  by 
the  people  of  the  whole  Union.  The  whole 
TJmon  defrays  the  expenses  of  the  local  Legisla- 
ture and  of  the  entire  territorial  Government, 
builds  penitentiaries,  endows  schools  and  col- 
leges, makes  sidewalks,  Macadamized  roads, 
canals,  aqueducts,  and  bridges,  pays  the  inter- 
ests on  loans,  and  beautioes  and  adorns  the 
District  by  its  navy  j^ard,  its  arsenal,  its  Oapttol, 
and  other  pobUo  hnildings  and  improvemens, 
and  enriohu  it  by  flie  annual  expenditure  of 
milliiHU. 

Every  member  of  the  House  may,  with  or 
without  petilirai,  originate,  bring  fOTward,  and 
pnmose  to  Oon^ress  any  bill  for  the  benefit  of, 
or  m  any  way  concerning,  his  own  immediate 
district,  his  Btate,  or  any  State  in  the  Union. 
His  powers  for  such  purpose  are,  and  must  be, 
co-extensive  with  the  jurisdiction  of  Oongress. 
The  power  is  incident  to  all  le^lative  assem- 
blies, having  a  general  jurisdiction  and  the 
power  of  legislation.  It  is  not  only  the  right 
but  the  duty,  of  a  member,  to  watch  over,  and 
with  vigilance  to  guard,  protect,  and  promote, 
the  interests  of  aQ  parts  of  the  oountiT.  And 
shall  it  be  said  tihatlie  has  no  right  and  power 
to  pn^se  laws  fbr  the  IMstriot  of  Columbia,  to 
do  away  wnmgs  and  oppresdons  here,  where 
his  powers  of  legislatira.  are  more  unlimited 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Union  f  The 
idea  th^  he  cannot,  seems  to  me  preposterous. 
Aai.  a  a  member  hu  suob  right,  surely  his  mind 
may  be  enlightened,  his  attention  awakened  to 
corruption,  crimes,  or  oppressions  here,  and 
his  patriotism  roused  to  action,  by  the  petitions 
of  his  constituents,  or  of  the  people  of  any  other 
portion  of  bis  country.  In  this  District  every 
member  ot  Ooograss)  and  evwy  dtiiai  of  the 
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Repuhlio,  should  feel  a  deep  and  lively  interest^ 
They  all  have  a  voice  in  selecting  its  rulers, 
they  all  contribute  to  defray  its  expenses,  and 
they  all  have  a  deep  concern  in  its  honor  and 
glory,  and  have  a  right  to  be  heard  in  its  legis- 
lative assembly,  in  all  matters  concerning  the 
appropriation  of  money  here,  or  Uie  correction 
<H  abuses,  oi^resrions,  and  ^anny.  As  the 
seat  of  thor  onj^re^  under  the  superintendii^ 
power  <ii  the  Goieral  Government,  they  have  a 
right  to  require  that  it  shall  be  governed  in  ac- 
cordance with  our  Declaration  of  Independence 
and  the  principles  of  froe  government,  and  that 
the  despotism  of  Arohangu  and  of  Turkey  shall 
not  prevail  here. 

But,  sir,  if  it  were  necessary  that  the  citizens 
of  this  District  should  petition,  many  of  them 
have  petitioned  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  suive  trade  in  this  District,  and  this  &ot 
may  not  be  known  to  most  of  the  members  of 
this  House.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  petition,  taken 
from  the  files  of  this  House,  presented  in  the  year 
1888,  dgani  by  the  Judges  d  the  drcoit  court 
of  ue  District  of  Golnmbia,  and  more  than 
1,000  respectable  citizens  of  the  counties  of 
Alexandria  and  Washington,  and  liben  owning 
a  large  pr<^rtion,  and,  I  am  credibly  informed, 
more  than  a  moiety  of  the  property  of  this  Dis- 
trict. So  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  here 
would  be  In  accordance  with  the  feelings  and 
wishes  of  a  large  and  highly  respectable  portion 
of  the  citizens  of  the  whole  District. 

Sir,  the  petitioners  ask  that  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  in  and  through  the  District  of 
Oolnmbia  may  be  abolished,  with  their  f^palling 
train  of  evils.  They  enter  into  no  details,  and 
they  prescribe  no  terms,  no  conditions.  Those 
they  very  prwerly  submit  to  the  discretion  and 
the  wisdom  <h  Ooiwress.  They  ask  tiiat  Iheee 
petitions  maybe  referred  to  a  sdeotcmimittee. 
ThiB  request,  I  sulnnit,  is  reasonable,  and  should 
be  granted.  The  parliamentary  usage  of  all 
free  deliberative  and  legislative  assemblies  re- 
quires tbat  the  petition  should  he  referred  to  a 
committee,  a  majority  of  whom  should  be  favor- 
able to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners.  Similar 
petitions,  for  years  past^  have  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colombia,  and 
for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  I  twlieve,  a 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  have 
been  from  the  slaveholding  States.  I  mean  no 
reflection  on  the  Speakers  of  the  House,  bat 
mention  it  as  a  &ct  {nooer  to  be  known  by  the 
people.  Perhaps,  as  kmg  as  it  was  a  slavcutold- 
ing  territozy,  it  was  pn^r  In  relation  to  the 
general  budness  and  interests  of  the  District  that 
a  nu^orltrof  the  committee  should  be  from  the 
daveholmng  States.  But,  sir,  their  early 
education,  associations,  habits,  and  interests, 
and  a  knowledge  of  human  nature,  most  con- 
vince us  that  they  could  never  view  petitions 
such  as  those  now  presented  with  a  uvorable 
eye,  and  consider  them  without  that  pK;judice 
natural  to  and  inseparable  from  the  htmorable, 
the  worthy,  and  the  venr  best  men. 

Sir,  at  the  sesuon  bobre  die  last^  at  the  last 
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•eieion,  and  at  the  present,  idmilar  petitions, 
from  Tarioiu  parts  of  the  Union,  signed  by 
many  thonsand^  of  citizeQa,  have  been  presented 
to  this  Hoase  and  referred  to  tJie  Oommittee  on 
the  District,  and  no  report  has  been  made 
thereon  to  this  House. 

I  mention  this  as  a  Act  only,  and  do  not  in- 
tend to  east  any  censure  on  the  present  or  past 
committees  of  the  Honse.  They  may  have  had 
good  and  sofflcient  reasons  for  uie  coarse  they 
have  pnrsned,  unknown  to  me.  But,  eir^  I 
differ  with  them  entirely  in  opinion,  as  to  Uie 
course  they  have  porsaedf  and  most  flrankly 
declare  that,  on  a  qnestion  of  so  mnch  impor- 
tance, of  so  great  magnitude,  I  beUeve  it  would 
have  been  better  for  the  nuiJority  of  the  com- 
mittee to  have  made  a  report  feiTorable  or  ad- 
verse to  the  pn^er  of  the  petitioners,  and  thus 
liare  enabled  the  minority  to  present  a  minori^ 
report.  And  thus  would  all  the  &ct8  and  dr- 
cnnrnUnces  oonneotod  wltii  da.mrj  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  IMstriotf  and  tiie  vieva  and 
reasons  of  the  whole  committee,  have  been 
published,  and  seen  and  read  by  the  American 
people.  Bnt  the  petitions  are  not  published — 
there  is  no  report— and  no  light  is  shed  on  the 
dark  subject  of  Atewerj  and  the  slave  tra4e. 

A  right  "  to  peUtdon  the  Government  for  a 
redress  of  grievances,"  is  secured  to  the  people. 
Bat,  sir,  of  what  use  to  the  people  is  the  right 
to  petitiou,  If  their  petitions  are  to  be  unhevd, 
unread,  and  to  sleep  "  the  sleep  of  deatb,"  and 
thm  minds  to  be  enli^tened  by  no  report,  no 
AujtiL  no  aigoments !  Have  Oongress  the  power 
to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  tbe 
District?  It  is  believed  they  have.  Of  the 
three  committees  who  have  repOTted  very 
briefly  on  the  subject,  one  expressed  no  opinion, 
another  admitted  Oongress  hod  unlimited  pow- 
ers, and  the  other  admitted  that  they  had  by 
the  letter,  but  denied  that  tfaey  had  by  the 
Boope,  spirit,  and  meaniw  of  the  constitution, 
witLout  the  oonsent  of  the  pe(^e  of  the  Dis- 
trict. 

By  the  constitution,  u^ide  one,  section  eight : 
"  Oongress  to  ezerdae  ezoIaBive  legislation,  in 
all  oases  whatsoever,"  over  the  Disbict. 

Ooold  language  give  higher  power,  or  greater 
•  mthority  t  The  power  of  0<»greBi  more  nn- 
limited  uan  that  of  Le^elatnrea  of  the  several 
StatMl  Th«' are  limited  in  many  instances  by 
the  OoiutUntion  of  the  United  States.  To  the 
power  of  Congress  over  the  District  there  is 
no  Undtation.  It  is  undefined,  unlimited,  snd 
absolute,  or  it  has  no  foundation  and  no  exist- 
ence. Oongress  never  did,  it  had  no  power, 
and  never  coold  have  received  and  accepted, 
widiont  a  convention  of  the  States,  a  cesaon 
from  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Vii^ia, 
abridging,  in  the  least,  such  unlimited  powers. 
Congress  has,  then,  the  same  power  over  the 
subject  in  the  District  that  the  several  State 
L^slatures  have  in  the  several  States.  Several 
d  the  State  Le^^ilatures  have  abolisbed  slavery 
in  their  respective  States.  And  the  pow»^  I 
believe^  la  nuiversaUy  ccmoeded  to  every  Btete 
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Legislature  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  dav« 
tnue  within  its  own  territOTies.  Congres 
mnst  have  sndi  power  over  the  District,  or, 
whilst  (davery  may  be  abc^iahed  in  eveiy  ^late 
in  the  Union,  it  most  be  perpMoal  here.  We 
should  then  have  a  B^nwo,  rotten  at  the  core, 
boasting  of  its  freedon  and  tolerating  tiie  moet 
cruel  and  odious  oppresfdons.  Bnt  if  the  omh 
sent  of  the  people  of  the  District  be  neoesaary, 
the  entire  consent  of  the  whole  people  mnst  be 
obtuned.  The  idI)J(^^  cannot  act;  the  ma- 
jority have  no  powerj  no  will,  and  if  they  bad, 
they  have  no  le^alativo  organ  but  Congrees  to 
express  it.  So  that  by  uis  doctrine,  whih^ 
slavery  may  be  abolished  in  the  several  States, 
it  must  still  be  perpetoated  here.  For  never, 
until  human  nature  is.  entirely  changed,  or 
until  the  roillenniam,  when  enslaved  man  iriU 
be  emancipated  by  a  power  more  than  moitil, 
will  all  the  dtaaoia  of  this  Distriet  onite  in  the 
abolition  of  Slavery  I 

And  are  the  measures  pojpoeed  by  the  peti- 
tbners  expedient !  It  is  believed  that  they  an. 
And  here!  would  beg  leave  to  notice  eome  of 
the  ol^eotions  that  have  heretofore  been  made 
to  their  adoption.  It  has  been  said,  by  a  fbrmer 
c(wnmittee  of  this  Honse,  that  the  qoestitm 
most,  in  the  end,  unless  snffered  to  rest,  be 
productive  of  serious  miscliie^  if  not  daittcr, 
to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Uiu<m."  Kot 
so.  Slavery  here  has  no  necessary  connection 
with  slavery  in  the  several  States.  It  exists, 
so  far  as  that  is  coaceraed,  under  separata  Gov- 
ernments, and  the  action  of  one  of  these  Gov- 
emmenta,  in  relsticHi  to  alavery,  has  np  iieoea> 
ury  oonneotion  with  tiie  aotim  ftf  the  others. 

Agdn,  it  was  aaid  1^  tiie  same  omnndttee^ 
the  qnestion  "  createsa  reatlessness  in  thedam 
for  emancipation,  rendered  incompatible  with 
the  existing  state  of  the  country.  Humanity 
may  sometimes  fail  of  its  objeot,  and  rivet 
tighter  the  chains  it  would  loose,  by  iqjodi- 
dously  interposing  its  good  offices,  in  cases 
where  it  belongs  move  pnnwrly  to  others  to 
act." 

Sir,  the  petitions  claim,  and  I  chum,  an 
e^ual  right  to  act  and  to  De  heard  with  any 
dtizen  of  the  Distiiot  or  of  the  BepuUie. 
Strawe,  indeed  I  if  we  have  only  to  givL  jtv«^ 
and  bam  not  the  r^t  to  petition  **&r  a 
redress  of  grievances,"  wnmgs,  and  onid  m- 

Eression.  Shall  humani^  be  told,  shall  the 
undreds  of  thonsands  who  have  petititmed  be 
told,  that  her  and  their  efforts  will  only  rivet 
tighter  the  chains  of  slavery  in  this  DhitrictI 
No  danger  of  insurrection  can  or  will  be  fisared 
in  the  District  The  number  of  whites  is  near 
five  to  one  of  the  slaves,  and  oonriderably  more 
than  twice  that  of  the  entire  black  popnlation. 
The  excess  of  the  white  popolatiim,  tiie  mili- 
tary, the  marines,  the  arsenal^  arms  and  anunnni- 
tion,  are  a  complete  and  entire  seeority  agunst 
any  and  all  insurrections  of  the  slaves  in  the 
District. 

Again,  it  was  said  by  the  same  committee, 
"it  is  not  the  District  of  0(dambia  ahmathat 
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is  interested,  bnt  a  large  portion  of  the  United 
States,  that  mnst  be  mected  by  evetr  moTe- 
ment  of  the  kind,  and  particnlarlT  Maryland 
and  Ylr^nia,"  and  that  slavery  onsnt  not  to  be 
ebolished  here  ontil  abolished  in  those  Btates. 

I  deny  that  the  question  has  any  necessary 
connection  whatever  with  the  daveholding 
States.  The  abolition  oi  slaveiT  here  wotild  he 

SrodnotiTe  of  no  ii^niy  to  the  nuronnding 
tatea,  It  has  been  abolished  in  me  State 
wltfaotit  injnry  to  on  acUoining  State.  And  to 
make  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
dependent  npon  its  abolition  in  t^e  States  of 
Maryland  and  Vir^j^nia,  would  prevent  the 
General  Government  from  seleoting  their  own 
timefor  the  performance  of  an  act  of  Justice,  too 
long  delayed,  to  a  mnch-injured  class  of  our 
fellow-beings.  The  will  of  the  national  Gov- 
ernment, as  well  aa  the  benevolent  wishes  and 
prayers  of  hundreds  of  thoosands  of  humane 
petitioners,  would  be  dependent  on  the  le^da- 
Uve  acts  of  two  sqtarate  Governments.  The 
petitioners  diselMm  all  allianoe  between  slavery 
here  and  ataveryin  the  several  States;  and  I 
hope  that  the  d^Kens  of  tiie  davehol^og  States 
wiU  not  such  allianoe,  and  that  thi^  will 
not  attempt  to  make  slavery  hero  dependent 
npoD  slavery  there;  and  that  they  will  not 
contend  that  an  attempt  to  abohsh  slavery  in 
this  District  is  a  meddling  with  slavery  in  the 
several  States.  Should  ^ey  thus  daim,  and 
thus  contend,  onght  not  t^e  eight  millions  of 
people  inhabiting  the  free  States  to  double  their 
exertions  for  the  abolition  of  shivery  in  this 
District  ?  Bat,  air,  I  oumot  believe  they  will 
cUdm  aocb  alliance. 

Sir,  I  believe  it  la  expedient  to  grant  the 
inayer  of  Oie  petitioners,  and  to  abcdlah  alaveiy 
and  the  slave  trade  throoghont  the  District. 
They  are  not  warranted  by  the  laws  of  nature, 
or  of  God,  and  are  oppressive  and  ni^nst — and 
it^nstice  can  never  be  tolerated  withont  crime, 
where  the  power  exists  to  correct  it.  And  it 
appears  to  me  that  no  one  can  seiioudy  doubt 
that  Congress  possess  full  and  ample  power.  It 
will  strengthen  the  District,  by  the  introduction 
of  a  firee  population,  and  do  much  to  protect  it 
agiunst  all  Inture  invasion.  The  abolition  of 
slavery  will  render  the  District  more  prosperous. 
Agrictdtnre  will  flourish ;  its  fields  and  planta- 
tiona  will  be  better  cultivated  and  improved. 
Arts  and  manufactures  will  be  increased,  and 
indnstvy  and  enterprise  will  be  doaUed.  The 
black  TH^nlation  will  be  rmdered  more  service- 
able than  they  now  are ;  for  in  the  same  pro- 
portion that  yon  degrade  man  yon  destroy  his 
nsefulness.  Honey  would  be  more  freely  ap- 
propriated, and  a  better  feeling  towiu*ds  the 
IM^rict  would  exist.  Greater  harmony  would 
prevail  throngfaont  the  Union.  The  public 
nund  would  be  quieted  and  tranquillized.  The 
power  of  Oongrefi8  over  slavery  epent  and 
endedj  there  would  be  no  more  petitions  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery — ucme,  none  wonld  ask 
Congress  to  interfere  with  kuvety  in  the  several 
Stotea. 


[H.  OF 

The  prayer,  then,  of  the  petitioners  is  reason- 
able ;  in  accordance  with  the  nature  of  man, 
and  founded  on  the  principles  of  eternal  justice. 
The  time,  the  age,  the  progress  of  liber&l  prin- 
ciples throughoat  the  world,  seem  to  require 
of  this  Bepnblic  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  The  inquisitions  of  Spain 
and  Portugal  have  been  abolished,  and  slaveiy 
throoghont  the  British  dondnionshas  ceased  to 
exist  The  aboUtion  of  slavery  has  kept  pace 
with  the  march  of  republican  principles  in 
South  America,  and  there,  as  sceptres  have 
fallen  from  the  hands  of  kings  and  tyrants,  the 
shackles  have  fallen  from  enslaved  men ;  and 
slavery  has  ceased  to  exist,  and  is  unknown 
throughout  the  South  American  Republics.  It 
is  only  known  in  Brazil,  which  is  still  a  mon- 
archy, and  has  never  assumed  a  Republican  form 
of  government.  And  shall  slavery  be  upheld 
and  retained  by  this  Government,  boasting  of 
its  freedom  and  its  republican  principles  ?  Our 
country  spent  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars, 
and  lost  tens  of  thousands  of  lives  to  secure  our 
independence  and  freedom  from  the  tyranny 
and  oppresdon  of  Britain.  And  we  uphold  and 
sup[K>rLattheseatof  our  Govenunrait,  personal 
servitude,  personal  bondage,  and  oruu  opprea- 
aions,  harder  to  be  mdured  by  the  sufl'erers  for 
one  day,  than  years,  ay,  than  ages,  of  the  op- 
pressions of  Britain,  by  our  ancestors.  And  do 
not  onr  profes^ons,  consistency,  and  the  honor 
of  our  conntry,  demand  freedom  from  personal 
bondage  in  all  places  under  the  sole  legislation 
of  the  national  Government !  If  we  refuse  to 
^rant  it,  shall  we  not  be  liable  to  be  rei)roached 
m  the  following  language  of  the  illnstrious  Jef- 
ferson, when  speaking  of  slaveiy  and  the  strug- 
gle of  onr  ancestors  with  Enriand :  "  What  a 
stupendous,  what  an  Inctanprehenrible  machine 
is  man,  who  can  endure  t<^I,  famine,  stripes, 
imprisonment,  and  death  itself,  in  vindication 
of  his  own  liberty,  and  the  next  be  deaf  to  all 
those  motives  whose  power  supported  him 
through  his  trial,  and  iimict  on  his  fellow-men 
a  bondage,  one  hour  of  which  is  fraught  with 
more  misery  than  ages  of  that  whioh  he  rose  in 
rebellion  to  oppose."" 

Those  whose  early  education,  associations, 
habits,  and  interests,  have  familiarized  them  to 
slavery,  surely  cannot  refuse  to  unite  with  those 
opposed  to  it  from  education,  early  habits  of 
association,  tiiinking,  and  acting,  and,  as  they 
believe,  from  religion  itseli^  to  banish  slavery, 
and  all  its  real  or  suppoeed  evils,  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  The  common  land,  where 
all  the  legislators  of  this  oountry  meet  to  trans- 
act the  business  of  a  great  and  the  only  Repub- 
lic, should  be  lovely,  smiling  with  peace,  and 
bleseed  with  the  especial  presence  of  liberty 
and  justice.  No  bondage,  no  stripes,  no  fetters, 
or  chains,  inflicted  or  fastened  on  man  without 
crime ;  no  tears  and  screams  of  the  oppressed, 
no  heartbroken  lamentations,  no  wailings  of 
de^air  for  the  lights  of  morality  and  r^igion 
extinguished;  for  hopes  jraesent  and  hopes 
fntDrernined;  fbraUthedeu^tftilaDdhfdy  aa- 
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sodatioiu  and  J07B  of  domestic  bUw,  (for  I  con- 
sider the  negro  as  man ;)  for  all  the  tiea  of  kin- 
dred, of  bloM,  and  of  nature,  torn  aaonder  and 
diaK»T«d  torvntf  aboold  fatigne  the  eye  or  pain 
the  ear  of  any  legislator  or  ofl5oer  of  thia  Oot- 
enmrant^  or  at  we  dtizeD  of  this  or  of  any 
other  ooantry,  who  makes  a  pilgrimage  to  thb 
Ueoea,  this  land  d  the  flKithful,  this,  as  it 
should  he,  chosen  residence  of  freedom,  to 
render  homage  at  the  dirine  of  liberty. 

Every  man,  in  looldnjg  at  this  District,  and 
this  alone,  most  agree  with  me.  To  render  this 
chosen  land  beloved  by  all,  the  pride  and  the 
glory  of  all,  we  most  first  render  it  lovely. 
Lovely  it  can  never  be  to  all,  while  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  ocmtinne  to  tarnish  its  annals. 
Hethinks  I  hear  aotoQ  one  ezolaim,  the  present 
is  an  inauspicious  time  \  the  ooontry  is  not  yet 
prepared  wr  meh  a  measure.  How  Itmg  shall 
the  legislators  ctf  thia  country  wait,  befbre  they 
q>reaa  the  mulloyed  Uaseinga  ot  an  entire  ez- 
emptiOQ  from  penonal  servitude  over  this  Dis- 
trict !  For  more  than  ibhtf  years  the  dtizens 
of  the  country  have  petiti<ned  Oongrees  to 
slx^h  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  this  Dis- 
trict. Grand  juries  of  the  District  have  pre- 
sented the  slave  trade  as  a  nuisance.  Essays 
have  been  published  in  the  newBpiq>erB  of  the 
District,  recommending,  and  more  than  oae 
thousand  citizens  ctf  the  District  have  petiticraed 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade. 

And  again,  I  ask,  how  long  shall  Congress 
wiUtI  How  long!  oh,  how  long  I  before  a 
citizen  d  this  raly  Bepablio,  in  view  ot  the 
freedom  ct  thia  IM^aiot  and  6maD<^ated  man 
bere,  may  with  equal  pride^  eonal  juatioe,  and 
with  as  much  tratli,  burst  forth  in  the  elevated 
sentiments  uttered  in  the  warm  impastdoned 
language  and  burning  words  of  the  Irish  advo- 
cate and  orator,  Tfhea  contemplating  the  free- 
dom and  exemption  of  England,  a  ooontry  gov- 
erned by  a  crowned  head  and  an  hereditary 
peerage,  whose  tyranny  and  c^presnons  onr 
anoestore  conid  not  endure,  from  personal  ser- 
vitude and  negro  bondage.  How  long  I  oh  my 
Ood  I  how  long  befbre  an  American  citizen,  be- 
fore American  law,  in  the  genuine  spirit  of 
American  freedom,  may  with  truth  proclaim  to 
■ltd  of  the  stranger  and  ac^aaiuer  here,  to  and 
of  man,  to  every  man  in  tliis  IMstrkt— "  that 
the  ground  on  which  he  treads  is  holy,  and 
oonseomted  by  the  goiiua  of  emandpaticm.  Ho 
matter  in  wut  language  fais  doom  may  have 
been  pronounced ;  no  matter  what  complezion 
incompatible  with  freedom  an  Indian  or  an 
African  sun  may  have  burnt  npon  him;  no 
matter  in  what  disastrous  battle  his  liberty  may 
have  been  cloven  down ;  no  matter  with  what 
solemnities  he  may  have  been  devoted  on  the 
altar  of  slavery,  the  first  moment  he  touches 
the  sacred  soil,"  not,  ah  not  of  Britain,  but  of 
the  District  of  Oolombia,  "  the  altar  and  the 
god  sink  together  in  the  dost ;  his  sonl  walks 
abroad  in  her  own  native  msjes^:  his  body 
Bwdls  b«y<md  the  measure  ox  his  eh^ns  tiiat 
burst  from  around  bim,  and  he  studs  redeem- 


ed, regmerated,  and  disenthralled,  by  the  genius 
of  universal  emsnoipatlon." 

Hr.  D.  then  moved  a  reference  d  the  meno- 
rials  to  a  seleot  committee. 

Hr.  Cminr  s^  be  did  not  rise  to  defind  the 
ooorse  porsned  by  the  inesent  or  any  previoas 
OMDndttee  of  the  District  of  CoinralHSL  nun 
Oie  subject  of  the  memorisL  He  h(9ea  thai 
neither  the  present  nor  any  previous  committee 
required  any  such  defence.  Kor  did  he  mean 
to  distorb  the  deep  sympathy  or  the  tender 
mercies  <^  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York,  still 
less  d  the  hundred  fair  memorialists  who 
have  made  the  gentleman  thor  champiozL.  He 
only  moved  to  lay  the  whole  suljeet  aa  the 
table,  and  np<m  that  question  he  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  fcmows; 

Teas.— Hcflsis.  Jcdin  J.  Allen,  Chiltcn  ABu, 
WUlUm  Allen,  Archer,  Ashlef,  Bouldin,  Bmuii, 
Bynmn,  Gage,  Cambrel eng,  CtmpbeU,  Canmdiari, 
Gsrr,  Cbmej,  CUlt<Hi,  Chmn,  O^Mme,  Clay,  Oay- 
ton,  Clowney,  Coffte,  Ouner,  Crodtett,  Darii^  Daves- 
port,  Day,  ijeberry,  XHckerson,  IKdchutm,  I>nlip, 
Felder,  Ferris,  Forester,  Booster,  Wflfiam  K.  Fidler, 
Folton,  Gamble,  Gariand,  Obolsoa,  OOlet,  eOmw, 
Gordon,  Qtntam,  Gnham,  GraTSOU,  GrifBa,  J.  Hilt, 
T.  H.  HdL^^lsey,  Hamcr,  liamiegan,  Hantta, 
Hathaway,  HaiAfais,  ^atfa,  HowelL  HnnBiigtse, 
Inge,  Ebeneser  Jamon,  Jarns^  B.  M.  JohBsoa,  H. 
Jconson,  Einoard,  Lane,  Landng,  Lea,  Lewis,  Lorc^ 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyooy  Ab^ah  Mann,  Marshall,  lUidk, 
May,  McGomas,  Mclntire,  McKay,  Mcffim,  McTen. 
Meroer,  Eemy  Mitchell,  Bobert  Mitdwll,  Mtnpfajr, 
Parits,  FattersMi,  Fertoo,  Ffa^ens,  Fierce,  Ffenoa, 
IliK^ney,  Flnmmer,  Polk,  Fope,  Rencher,  KeyiioWa, 
Robertson,  SdAej,  Shepud,  Smitti,  Span^^,  a>etglit, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Wm.  P.  Taylor,  Philemon  ^nianas, 
Tompldns,  Tnmer,  TnrrUl,  Tanderpod,  Tan  Hooten, 
Watmougb,  White,  Wilde,  Williatos,  WUaon,  Wise, 
—117. 

Kavs. — ^Messra  John  Qolncy  Adame,  Heman  ABen, 
Banks,  Barber,  Bata^  Baylies,  Bell,  Binney,  Bd<^ 
Br^gSjBrown,  Bard,  Banes,  Barns,  Casey,  du- 
beis,  WlUiam  Clark,  Codter,  Gkana,  Swflnglsn, 
Denny,  Dickson,  Evans,  Ediraid  Everett,  FDlmon^ 
Fowler,  PhUo  C.  Poller,  Galbraith,  GccnaeU,  Hud, 
J.  M.  Harper,  James  Harper,  Hairison,  Wfjiitip^ 
Heister,  Hubbard,  William  Jackson,  Benjanun  Jwet, 
Kilsore,  LuMrte,  Lay,  Thomas  Lee,  Lincoln,  Joel 
E.  Maun,  Martiudale,  Mosea  Mason,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Kennan,  McLene,  Miller,  Millinn,  Miner,  Morgan, 
Osgood,  Parker,  D.  J.  Pearce,  FhiUipa,  Potts,  Bam* 
say,  Beed,  Bchenck,  ^nn,  Sade,  Sloime,  Stewart, 
W.  Taylor,  Huimson,  TramboU,  Tweedy,  Vance, 
mnton,  Wegener,  Wardwdl,  Webstov  WhaHea,  W. 


TuESD^T,  Pebruaty  8. 

JhUg  on  HireSffn  CbaL 

Iff.  Fbus,  by  oonaen^  oflbred  tbelidlowing 
reec^atiai: 

Jiaolwd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instraoted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe^eney  of  re- 
pealing the  diUy  on  fio'dga  eosL 
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Hr.  F.  saiil  that,  ia  offering  this  resolntloo,  be 
requested  the  iadulgeaoe  of  uie  House  while  he 
endMTored  to  ezpidn  t^e  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  Bohoit  this  hiqniry — an  inqnir;' 
into  the  ineqtialitj  of  burthens  imposed  hj  the 

E resent  tariff— and  of  which  the  duty  on  the 
nportadm  of  foreign  ooal  was  the  endnent 
instance.  ' 


IbuB»)AT,  Fehniaiy  6. 

Zouinille  and  Portland  Canal. 

The  House  then  went  into  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Patton 
in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  following  bill : 

<*Abill  in  xelaUm  to  the  LonisTlDe  and  Portland 

CanaL 

it  VMCUdy  Jte.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary  be,andheisherebj,aathorized  and  directed 
to  pai^iasB,  in  the  name  of  the  United  Statea,  the 
shares  of  stook  held  t^in^Tidoals  intiie  LoubTllle 
and  Portland  Oanal  Company:  Jhrtrndtd,  That  eadi 
diare  shall  not  cost  a  Bom  ezoaedmg  Mie  hundred 
dollars. 

"Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacied^  That,  when 
the  said  poM^wse  shall  Wre  been  completed,  Hahall 
be  the  doty  <^  <bo  said  Seeretaiy  to  q>p(Hnt  a  anpuv 
intendent  of  said  canal,  irttose  oompenaatkm  Aall  be 
fixed  bylaw,  and  whose  doty  it  shall  be  to  take 
proper  care  of  the  canal. 

"Ssc  8.  And  be  U.  further  enacted,  That  the  toDs 
to  be  reoeiTed  on  said  canal,  afler  the  stock  thereof 
shall  bare  been  purchased  in  ntanner  af<»esaid,  dull 
be  so  regulated  as  to  be  In  no  erent  more  than 
aaffident  to  keep  the  same  in  good  repair." 

The  bill  havhig  been  read  at  the  Glerk^s 

table, 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Kentucky,  moved  an  amend- 
ment,  appropiiaUng  $664,800  to  the  objects  of 
the  bill, 

Ur.  P.  thai  addressed  the  House  in  support 
<tf  the  bill  and  amendments. 

Hr.  FnuioBB  rose  to  inqidre  of  the  genttenun 
from  Eentoeky,  (Mr.  Pope,)  whether  the  char- 
ter of  the  company  did  not  require  that  its 
officers  should  be  stockholders.  If  this  were 
BO,  and  the  United  States  should  purohase  out 
the  stock,  the  charter  must  be  destroyed ;  for 
the  company,  owning  no  stock,  could  have  no 
officers ;  and  in  that  cose,  by  what  title  could 
the  United  States  hold  the  property,  and  by 
what  authority  could  tiiey  exact  aoy  toll  ? 

Mr.  Pope  stated  that  he  had  examined  the 
charter,  and  that  tiie  difficulty  suf^eated  bjrthe 
honorable  gentleman  from  Hew  York  (Mr. 
Fuxhobe)  did  exist ;  bnt  it  ooold  be  ob-riated 
by  a  eonaltional  clause  in  the  bill  pnmdingfor 
the  diffiotdty. 

The  qnemon  was  now  taken  on  &e  amend- 
ment proposed  hj  Mr.  Pops,  appropriating  the 
nxmey  neoeasary  to  make  the  purchase  of  stock, 
and  deoidfid  in  the  negative — i^es  09,  noes  71. 


Satubd,^t,  Febmary  7. 
SdaHoM  iBiih  IVvnee. 
The  following  Message  was  reoeived  from  the 
Fretddent  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Bouae  of  Bepretentativee  of  the  Umted  Statet : 
I  transnit  to  the  House  of  RepreseDtativeB  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanied  with 
extracts  from  certain  despatches  received  from  the 
minister  tH  the  Uiuted  St^es  at  Paris,  iriuch  are  oom- 
municated  bi  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  81st  ultimo.  Being  of  opinion  that 
Uie  residue  of  the  despatches  of  that  miniver  cannot, 
at  present,  be  laid  before  the  House,  conristentiy 
witfi  the  public  interest,  I  decline  transmittiiig  them. 
Li  doing  so,  however,  I  deem  it  proper  to  at^  tliat, 
whenever  any  communioBtion  riwU  be  leceiredf 
exhibiting  any  ciiange  in  the  condition  of  the  hoA- 
ness  refened  to  in  the  resolution,  faiformation  will  be 
prom[rtly  transmitted  to  Ctmgress. 

ANDBSW  JAGESON. 
W^BBnOToiT,  .fUnuiiy  6,  1886. 

DEFAsnnorr  ov  Stati, 

WAsmROTOH,  February  5,  188B. 
To  the  PnESinxin  of  ths  United  Btatet : 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
3Ist  ultimo,  requesting  the  Pre^deut  to  communi- 
cate to  that  House,  if  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interest,  "  any  correspondence  with  the  Qov- 
emment  of  France,  and  any  despatches  received 
from  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  not 
hitherto  communicated  to  the  House,  in  relation  to  the 
failure  of  the  French  Government  to  carry  into  effect 
any  stipulation  of  the  treaty  of  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1881,"  has  the  honor  to  reoort  to  the  Preddent,  that, 
as  w  as  is  known  to  the  Department,  no  corre- 
spondent has  taken  place  with  tiie  Government  of 
France  fdnce  that  communicated  to  the  House  on  the 
2^th  Deceml>er  last.  The  Secretary  is  not  aware 
that  ihe  despatches  recdved  from  the  minister  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris  present  any  material  fact 
which  does  not  appear  in  tbie  oonreepondence  already 
truismitted.  He  nevertheless  encloses  so  much  <« 
those  despatdies,  mitten  subsequently  to  the  com- 
meocement  of  ttie  present  session  of  the  Frendi 
Clumbers,  as  may  serve  to  show  the  state  of  the  bad- 
ness to  Thich  they  relate  since  that  time,  and  also 
that  portlbn  of  an  early  despatch  which  contains  the 
substance  of  the  assurances  made  to  him  by  His 
M^es^  the  King  of  the  French,  at  a  formal  audience 
gruited  to  him  fiir  the  pnipose  of  praentiiw  his 
credentials:  and  he  sabndts  for  the  Fresidaift 
ctmdderation,  whether  the  Ksldne  can,  condBt 
entiywith  the  public  interest, be  now Ind  beferethe 
Howe^ 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Mr.  Linmgtton  to  tAe  Seeretary  qf  StaUt^the 

UhiUd  Stata. 

■ZTBACia, 

Paris,  October  4,  18SS. 

SiK :  On  Uonday  I  presented  my  letter  of  credence 

to  the  King,  on  which  occasion  I  made  the  address 

to  him,  a  oaaw  of  which  is  melosed. 

•  '       •        •        •        •  • 

His  sniwer  WH  long  and  eansit.  loannok 
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tend  to  give  70a  the  wonbofH;  but.  in  substance, 
it  was  a  waim  ezpreanon  of  hia  good  feeling  towarda 
the  Uidted  States  for  the  hospitality  be  had  received 
theie,4a  •  •  •  •  •  A»  to 
the  oooventlon,  he  Bald,  amire  your  Qovemment 
that  unavoid^le  drontnBtancea  aloae  preTented  its 
immediate  execution,  but  it  will  be  faiUiAiUv  per- 
formed. Assure  your  GoTemment  of  tbia,  be  re- 
peated, the  necessary  laws  will  be  passed  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Chambers.  I  tell  you  this,  not  0DI7 
M  Kiw,  bat  u  an  indhidoal  irtiote  pcMiiie  irill  be 
fiiUneS. 

Mt.  XMi^tm  (0  CA«  Seenieiirj/  ^StaU. 

lXTB4Cn. 

Pakib,  November  %%  1884. 

•  ••••• 

I  do  not  hope  for  any  decinon  on  oar  albirs  before 
the  middle  of  January.  One  motive  for  delay  is  an 
expeetation  that  the  Heauge  of  the  Preaidoit  may 
atrive  before  the  ifisoiasion,  and  that  it  may  oontain 
Bomething  to  show  a  strong  national  feeling  on  the 
(tnbjecL  This  is  not  mere  comecture ;  I  know  the 
fkct,  and  I  repeat  now,  from  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
case,  what  I  have  more  than  once  stated  in  my 
former  despatches,  as  my  firm  persuasioa,  that  the 
moderate  tone  taken  by  oar  Government,  when  the 
rqection  was  first  known,  was  attributed  by  some  to 
IndUlhreDoa,  (ht  to  a  conviction  on  the  part  of  the 
Fwrident  that  he  would  not  be  supported  in  any 
stroog  measure  by  the  people,  and  by  others  to  a 
oonacwnsneas  that  the  convention  bad  given  us  more 
than  we  were  entitled  to  ask. 

•  •«••• 

I  saw  last  niriit  an  bifloentlal  member  of  the 
Clnanber,  wfaotddmetbat  •  *  *  *  * 
•  *  *  *  and  that  the  EUig  had  spoken  of 
our  afhirs;  and  appeared  extremely  anxious  to 
secure  the  passage  of  tlie  Uw.  I  mention  this  as 
one  of  the  many  drcumstances  whldi,  independent 
of  oBBclal  assurances,  convince  me  that  the  King  is 
sincere;  and  now  I  have  no  doid>t  of  the  nncetity 
of  Us  csUnet  Fftm  lUtiUa  70U  fanaglnethe 
anxiety  I  shall  feel  for  the  arrival  of  the  ^eddent's 
MeaaagB.  On  its  tone  will  depend  very  much,  not 
the  payment  ttf  our  ddms,  but  our  national  r^uta- 
tion  ttx  enetgy-  I  have  no  doubt  tt  will  be  aach  as 
to  attain  bothitf  thew  important  otjfeeta. 

Mr,  IMngaton  to  Mr.  Ibnyth. 
KxnucT. 

Vamo,  Dectmber  e,  1884. 

•  ••••• 

The  Chambers  were  convened  on  the  let  instant, 
under  very  exciting  eircumstanoes;  the  ministers 
individually,  and  the  papers  supposed  to  speak  their 
kraguage,  having  previously  aonounoed  a  design  to 
enter  into  a  full  explanation  of  their  conduct,  to  an- 
swer all  interrogations,  and  pUce  their  continuance 
in  office  on  the  question  of  ^)proval  by  the  Chambers 
of  their  measures. 

This,  as  you  will  see  by  the  pq^ers,  they  tiave 
frankly  and  explidtlj  done ;  and,  after  a  warm  de- 
bate of  two  days,  wWch  has  Just  closed,  they  have 
B^ned  a  dedded  victory.  This  gives  them  confi- 
dence, permanence,  and,  I  hope,  influence  enough 
to  carry  the  treaty.  I  shall  now  urge  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  law  at  as  eariy  a  day  as  poedfole,  and 
although  I  do  not  yet  feel  very  certain  of  suooeaa, 
nqr  hi^m  of  it  an  naturally  muoh  increaiad  the 


vote  of  this  evening.  The  oonversalkMis  I  have  bad 
with  the  King,  and  with  all  the  mbiisten^  coavinoe 
me  that  now  uiey  are  perfeotly  in  eanwat  and  m^ted 
on  the  question,  snd  that  it  will  l>e  urged  with  seal 
and  ability.  Ihny  of  the  deputies,  too,  with  irtion 
I  have  entered  into  explanations  on  (he  8iib|eet, 
seem  now  oonvinced  thai  the  interest  as  well  as  the 
honor  of  tiie  nation,  requires  the  (iilfilment  of  their 
engagements.  This  gives  me  liopes  that  the  en- 
deavors I  shall  continue  to  make  without  ceasii^ 
until  the  qoestion  is  decMed,  may  be  aooeaaafiil. 

The  inwnatkm  I  have  oooodved  myself  autbniaed 
to  make  of  the  seiious  coosequencee  that  may  be 
expected  from  another  rgection  of  the  law,  and  oi 
the  firm  determination  of  our  Government  to  aAnit  ttf 
no  reduction  or  change  in  the  treaty,  I  think  have 
had  an  effect  On  the  whole,  I  repeat  thai,  without 
bring  at  all  conlldeat,  I  now  entertidn  better  hopee 
than  I  have  for  some  time  past  done. 

Mr.  LMnfftton  to  the  Stuvtarff  ^Statg. 

Tuua^Dtemitrn,  1834. 
Snt:  Our  dlplranatio  relations  irith  this  Govern* 
ment  are  on  the  most  extraordinary  footing.  With 
the  executive  brandi  I  have  littie  to  discuss,  for  they 
agree  with  me  in  ereir  material  point  on  the  sulg'ect 
of  the  treaty.  With  the  L^iaUture,  wb«e  the 
great  difficulty  arises,  I  can  have  no  official  com- 
munication;  yet  deeply  Impreoscd  with  the  impof 
tsDce  to  my  fdlow-dtixens  (MT  secofing  the  indemu» 
to  whidi  uiey  are  entitied,  and  to  the  oomrtty  <a 
enforcing  the  execution  of  engagements  solemnly 
made  to  it,  as  w^  as  (A  preventii^  a  mptnre  which 
must  infallibly  follow  the  final  refusal  to  execute 
the  convention,  I  have  it  a  duty  to  use  every 
pnmer  endeavor  to  avoid  this  eviL  TUs  has  been, 
and  oMttinaea  to  hei  a  nt)fact  of  mndi  ambanaw 
mait 

Hy  last  deapatcfa  (6th  December)  was  written  knme- 
diately  after  Uie  vote  (A  the  Chamber  <^  Deputies  had, 
as  it  ma  thou^^fat,  secured  a  tni^ority  to  &e  admin* 
istimtion ;  and  it  naturally  excited  hopee  whidi  thtt 
supposition  was  "'"Ip*— '  to  Innire.  I  soon  found, 
however,  botii  ftom  ttie  tone  of  the  admliustratKHi 
press  and  from  the  langoage  of  the  King,  and  all  the 
ministers  irith  whom  I  conferred  on  the  sutyect,  that 
they  mn  not  wilUng  to  put  thdr  popularity  to  the 
test  on  our  question.  It  will  not  be  made  one  on 
the  determination  of  which  the  mniistera  are  willing 
to  risk  tbdr  portfolios.  The  very  next  day  after  the 
debate  the  miniMerial  Gazette  (Lea  D^bats)  dedaxed 
that,  satisfied  with  the  approbation  the  Ouunber  bad 
given  to  their  system,  it  was  at  perfect  libei^  to 
exercise  its  discretion  as  to  particulu-  measures  whidi 
do  not  form  an  essential  part  of  that  system;  and  the 
commonEcations  I  subsequently  had  with  tiie  Wmg 
and  the  ministers  confirmed  me  is  tiic  opiiuon  tiiat 
the  law  for  executing  our  convention  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  one  of  those  f^  qnestionsL  I  cons- 
bated  tluB  opinion,  and  asM  whedier  the  Uthfol 
observance  of  treaties  was  not  an  essential  part 
of  their  system,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  did  not  come 
within  their  rule?  Without  answering  this  argu- 
ment, I  was  told  of  the  endeavors  they  were  making 
to  secure  the  passage  of  the  law  by  prepariDg  the 
statement  mentioned*  in  my  former  despatch.  lUs, 


*  The  Mer  hare  nlhired  to  by  Mr.  Uvtaptoa  to  a  amilr 
to  he  laid  before  the  eonunlMloa  wUdi  maybe  Tfiil**t4 
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U  ifl  8^d,  IB  neariy  flniefaed,  and,  from  what  I  know 
of  ita  tenor,  it  will  produce  all  tiie  effect  that  troth 
and  justice  can  be  expected  to  bare  on  pi^udioe  and 
party  spirit 

The  deciti<m  not  to  make  It  a  cabinet  question  will 
not  be  without  ita  Avoiable  operation,  •  »  • 
*  *  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  oppositfon,  who 
may  not  be  willing  to  take  the  responsibility  of  a 
rapture  between  uie  two  natiom,  by  breaking  the 
treaty,  when  they  are  convinced  that,  instead  of  forcing 
the  ministerB  to  rengn,  they  will  themselTea  only 
incur  the  odium  of  having  caused  the  natJonal  breach. 
In  this  view  of  the  suUect,  I  shall  be  much  aided  if, 
by  the  tenor  of  the  President's  Uessage,  it  is  seen 
that  we  shall  rewnt  tiie  breadi  offidth  tiuy  contem- 
plate. 

It  is  on  an  bands  conceded  that  tt  would  be  im- 
prndent  to  press  the  decision  before  the  next  month, 
when  the  expomtkm  will  be  printed  and  laid  before 
the  Chambers. 

•        »        •        •        «       '  • 

On  the  irtiole^  I  am  ftr  flvm  bdnic  ""le"'""  <^ 
Bocoeas  in  the  endeaTors  wlidi  I  diau  not  cease  to 

make  for  the  accomplishment  of  dus  important 
object  of  my  mission ;  and  I  expect  with  some  solid- 
tnde  the  instmctions  for  my  conduct  in  the  probable 
case  of  a  r^ection  of  the  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ius. 

EDW.  LIVINGSTON. 
Hon.  John  Fobsxte,  Secretary  i^Staiey  Ice. 

Hr.  J.  Q.  Adahb  rose  and  Mid :  I  more,  cdr, 
thait  the  Message,  and  the  extracts  from  the 
despatches  aocompanying  it,  be  printed,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
with  instmotionB  to  rejport  forthwith  on  that 
part  of  the  Mess^  of  the  Prerident  of  the 
tJnited  States  which  relates  to  this  sohject 

Mr.  OAMBBELEKa  said  that,  after  hearing  the 
correspondence  read,  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Massachtisetts  would  withdraw  that  part 
of  Ms  motion  which  required  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Belationa  to  report  forthwith.  He 
trusted  that,  whatever  measnre  might  be  finally 
adopted  on  tliis  eabjeot  by  the  Hoiue,  it  wonld 
receive  the  mumimooa  vote  <^tiie  Hoose. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adahb  said,  in  introdooing  the 
motion  to  instmot  the  Cranmittee  on  Foreign 
Belationa  to  rmart  on  tbe  subject  of  the  Mes- 
sage forthwith,  he  waa  govemcn  by  the  perana- 
sion  that  it  was  inconristent  with  tbe  mterest 
and  honor  of  the  nation  to  leave  the  subject 
longer  onacted  upon.  He  should  not  ohjeot  to 
any  amendment  which  the  committee  might 
propose,  with  a  view  to  allow  tihem  time  for  the 
consideration  of  the  subject.  But  he  did  think 
that  it  was  important,  as  we  were  now  within 
a  few  weeks  of  the  close  of  the  session,  that  the 
suMect  shonld  be  bronght  before  tbe  Hoose 
without  further  deU^.  It  ajmeared  donbtfiil, 
from  the  corre^ndence  which  had  been  read, 
whether  the  Government  of  France  woold 
folfll  the  stipuIationB  of  the  convention.  Mr. 
Uvingston,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  December, 
uses  very  sangnine  terms  in  relation  to  the 
success  of  the  appropriation  hill ;  but  in  a  sub- 
to  anmlM  tka  law,  lataadad  to  eontalB  aU  tha  ainmants 
aad  Ms  It  wUA  It  la  lo  bo  MVpMtod. 


[H.  ow  R. 

sequent  letter,  of  the  22d  of  December,  he  stated 
that  the  new  ministry  would  not  even  proptxe 
to  the  Chambers  to  act  on  the  appropriation  as 
a  ministerial  measure.  Tbe  ministers  them- 
selves, therefore,  were  not  unanimous  on  the 
priuciples  of  the  appropriation,  and  Mr.  Living- 
ston said  that  he  was  now  far  from  being  san- 
guine in  the  success  of  his  endeavors  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  his  mission.  Other  reports 
(Mr.  A.  said)  stated  that  there  was  no  prospect 
of  obtaining  the  appropriation.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  time  for  the  House 
to  take  up  the  subjeot,  as  it  was  proposed  by 
tbe  Frenaent  in  Ins  Message  at  ibo  ocnnmenoe- 
moit  of  tlie  session.  "Saw.  that  it  waa  so  prob- 
able that  the  French  Oharabers  would  do 
nothing,  it  had  become  the  imperious  duty  <^ 
the  Bouse  to  act  on  the  subject.  He  was 
desirous  that  the  Oommittee  on  Fordgn  Rela- 
tions ^ould  make  a  report.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  prescribe  what  uiey  should  report ;  he 
only  asked  them  to  report. 

Mr.  Abohkb,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  sur- 
prise at  tbe  proposition  for  instruction  coming 
m>m  his  friend  from  Massacbasetts.  When  the 
Hoose  gave  a  peremptory  instruction,  such  as 
waa  now  soggested,  for  an  instant  repint  from 
a  committee,  what  did  such  a  proceeding  im- 
port, and  was  conradered  in  pariiamentary 
nsage  as  importing  always?  why,  that  the 
opinion  of  the  Hoose  was  made  up  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  report,  and  tltat,  therefore,  it  required 
no  further  inquiry  on  the  part  of  its  organ,  the 
committee.  This,  he  repeated,  was  the  parlia- 
mentary, as  it  was  the  reasonable,  construction. 
Well,  then,  what  was  the  inference  here,  if  the 
House  yielded  to  the  instruction !  That  itself 
as  well  as  the  honorable  member  ft-om  Massa- 
chusetts, stood  prepared  to  discard  farther  sus- 
pense, under  the  information  Just  oommonicated, 
on  this  most  important  subject  of  obr  relations 
with  Franoe,  (the  oooadon  of  so  mndh  anxtoos 
delibwation,)  and  waa  now  ready  to  act  defini- 
tively t  And  how  aotf  In  a  continued  for- 
bearance t  If  that  were  the  course  designed, 
DO  instruction  was  reqmred ;  and,  if  designed, 
the  instmction  must  lead  to  misinterpretation, 
given,  as  it  wonld  be  on  the  instant,  after  the 
reading  of  unfavorable  intelligence  from  our 
minister  in  France,  as  regard^  the  prospects 
of  the  treaty  for  execution,  and  accompanied, 
too,  and  in^oduoed  by  such  remarks  as  had 
fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, certainly  of  no  very  forbearing  and 
temperate  oharaeter.  The  instrootionf  then, 
womd  be  the  declaration  of  a  disposition  on  the 
part  the  Hoose  to  take  a  beUinrent  attitnde 
towards  France,  or  sooh  a  one  as  liad  been  inti- 
mated in  the  Friendent's  Message,  at  the  begin- 
idng  of  the  sesnon,  which  had  just  been  refer- 
red to  with  so  strong  an  ii^rence  of  praise, 
prospective,  at  least,  if  not  immediate.  Waa 
the  House  (Mr.  A.  asked)  in  this  dlspoMtion  I 
Did  it  partuce  tiie  fervor  which  had  been  mam- 
fasted  by  the  gentieman  fitwa  Massaohosetts  t 
He  made  opea  ftofymioa  that  he  did  not  ft"* 
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one.  He  saw  nothing  in  the  extracts  which 
had  jast  been  read  from  Mr.  LivingBton's  oorre- 
spoDdence,  to  call  for  my  present  departure 
from  the  ooorse  which  he  understood  had  t>een 
agreed  on  hj  a  tacit  but  general  consent,  to  for- 
bear  action  on  this  business  of  the  treatjr,  tUI 
we  had  heai^  from  the  action  of  the  French 
Oluunbers  cm  the  mbjeet.  To  the  assoraooes, 
which  were  reiterated  in  the  extracts  jnst  read^ 
of  the  oontinned.  sincere,  nnited,  and  even  zealous 
^qiosition  of  the  French  cabinet  to  pre  effect 
to  the  treat/,  what  informadoD.  of  a  different 
promise,  was  given  in  the  last  of  these  despAtohes 
calculated  to  awaken  a  flame  and  aronse  to  a 
precipitate  and  peremptory  action  on  onr  parti 
yfhy,  the  whole  woold  be  fomid  to  amount  to 
a  diminished  probability — a  waning,  though 
not  extinguished  expectation,  on  the  part  of 
Vr.  LiTiugston,  of  the  execution  of  the  treaiy. 
Mr.  Livingston  found  from  the  court  journal, 
ud  convmations  witii  the  ministers,  tbat  tike 
exeontion  was  not  to  be  made  a  eabmet  meas- 
ure, bat  to  be  left  to  the  diaoretifNi  of  the 
Chambers.  FrtHn  anyqoeetifHiof  goodfUth  or 
abatement  of  zeal  on  the  side  of  the  ministrj  to 
carry  the  measure  ?  Ko  t  But  from  the  diffi- 
cidties  of  their  ministerial  position.  They  de- 
tail to  bim  their  purpose  and  plan  to  effect  the 
<^ect,  and  he  himself  thinks  it  of  ^reat  force 
to  operate  on  prf^jndioo  and  party  spirit 

i£r.  OuTToir,  of  Georgia,  said :  Feeling  it 
my  duty  to  vote  agunst  the  gentleman's  motion, 
and  having,  at  the  early  part  of  the  session,  in- 
troduoed  a  resolution  embracing,  in  part,  the 
same  ot^ect,  it  might  seem  to  be  required,  to 
save  firatn  ue  repraooh  of  inconaist«cy,  to 
(MOfer  some  Jnatifloation  for  my  present  course. 
The  TTeti<&aVa  Moasage  evidently  presented 
two  propontions :  either  to  take  no  action  upon 
the  subject,  or  to  autliorize  reprisals,  which  I 
then  and  now  consider  as  a  war  measure.  To 
avoid  war,  and  acting  under  a  solemn  conviction 
that  it  was  wholly  unnecessary,  and  might  be 
averted  by  pmdent  measures,  I  believe  that  a 
timely  evidence,  afforded  the  French  nation, 
that  Oongress  did  not  agree  with  the  executive 
branch  of  Government,  would  restore  the  tem- 
per of  the  nation  to  that  condition  which  existed 
prior  to  the  Message ;  would  remove  from  the 
deliberations  of  tiie  F^ch  L^islature  that 
paariiRi,  itoliDg,  and  warmth,  so  nnikvorable  to 
jost  and  ooneot  resolts,  whkih  that  docnment 
was  certainly  ealonlated  to  inspire.  This  par- 
pose  of  mine  has  been  ftiUy  aeoompUshed  by  the 
other  branch  of  Oooeress.  The  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Senate  will  effect,  if  any  thing  can  do  it, 
the  object  I  had  in  view ;  and  sure  I  am,  if  it 
does  not,  the  progress  of  Congress  in  that  direc- 
tion, may  as  well  come  to  a  pause,  and  then  it 
will  be  proper  for  us  to  consider  the  other 
proposition  of  the  President.  UotiL  then,  the 
effect  of  the  Senate's  measnre  shall  be  known, 
I  am  unwilling  to  move  any  further. 

itr,  MoEnuT  said  he  was  pleased  to  see  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams) 
evinoe  so  beoomhig  a  qdrit  <m  the  occasion ; 
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and  if  he  would  delay  his  motioa  till  a  reatm- 
able  time  was  ^ven  to  bear  farther  frcKn  France, 
be  (Mr.  M.)  would  go  with  him  for  histnulioDg 
to  tue  Committee  on  Foreign  AffUra,  provided 
they  would  not  make  a  proper  repent  withoti, 
Mr.  U.  said  that  he  was  prepared  to  act  ded- 
rively  npon  this  snt^eot  before  the  a^cnmnwut 
of  Congress.  Hie  gentleman  frtm  TirpDii 
(Mr.  Abohkb)  nraes  forbearance  toraids  oir 
ancient  friend  and  ally.  He  believes  the  Qng 
of  the  Flinch  rinoerely  derires  that  the  trca^ 
of  the  4th  of  July,  1831,  should  be  carried  into 
effect;  and  that  we  ought  not,  therefore,  to 
carry  out  the  recommendation  <^  the  President, 
because  it  may  lead  to  war ;  we  oogfat  not,  he 
thinks,  to  involve  the  country  in  war  for  tba 
som  in  controversy.  Bir,  how  longis  thisfoN 
bearance  to  be  u^ged  upon  us  i  Tbne  ian 
been  four  sessions  of  the  French  Chsmbennace 
the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty.  At 
the  first  the  subject  was  not  noticed ;  at  the 
second,  which  lasted  about  four  moathi,  it  vai 
laid  before  the  Chamber  dJkign^m,  mDetaa 
days  only  before  the  a^oanuDNit;  thebiUvM 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  there  the  mstter 
ended ;  the  next  seasion  continued  abont  lliree 
monttis,  uid  about  fifteen  days  iMfore  its  td- 
joumment  the  subject  was  t^ain  brought  to  the 
oonsideration  of  the  Chamber  Deputies,  bat 
not  acted  npon ;  and,  finally,  at  the  sessiati  in 
April,  1884,  the  question  was  fully  diBctusedbr 
the  Beputies,  and  the  bill  contaiougtbe  ueoei- 
sary  appropriation  r^ected. 

Mr.  Lttlb  sud :  iLr.  Speaker,  uooe  I  have 
bad  the  honor  of  a  seat  npon  tUs  fioor,  itlm 
never  been  my  good  fortune  to  listen  to  i|«e(^ 
in  this  House,  or  ehwwhere,  or  at  aay  toot,  or 
up<ai  any  oocarioo,  in  which  I  ftlt  the  sinie 
sensations  whitdi  have  been  prodooed  spon  db 
by  the  propositi<m  and  aupeal  nude  by  I'm 
venerable  member  from  ManaobDsetts  this 
morning.  Sir,  there  was  in  it,  to  mj  mind, 
however  it  may  affect  the  nmids  of  oUtffs; 
I  say  there  was  in  it  to  my  miod,  a  degree 
of  moral  grandeur  and  saUimity  vhich,  a 
an  American  dtizeo,  I  was  most  proud  and 
happy  to  see  and  hear.  The  ez-rq>reseaUtiTe 
of  the  Executive  department  of  this  Goren- 
ment  now  aiding  to  the  extent  of  bia  abilities 
as  a  Representative  upon  this  floor,  in  the 
oonndls  of  his  country,  and  sastoiniagwith  tlie 
candor  and  nudisgnised  potriotiam  of  an  Amen* 
can  freeman,  the  spirit  and  propontioQ  of  jui 
SDcoessfiil  rival,  the  incmnbent  of  the  ezeoatiTe 
chair  at  this  time;  and  upon  what?  Upon* 
proposition  that  the  people  of  this  conntiT 
should  vindicate  their  national  pride  sod  their 
national  honor.  "What  was  the  character  of  tbo 
propoedtion  of  the  honorable  gentl^aa  ftxsn 
MasG«ohnsett8 1  Does  it  amount  to  a  declsn- 
tion  of  war,  if  adopted  by  this  House !  So,^- 
It  merely  proposes  to  call  upon  the  Commi»* 
on  Foreign  Affairs  to  make  a  report  to  "1"^"^ 
this  House  from  the  imputation  whlcb,  I 
with  him,  will  rest  upon  it,  cf  poMllainiwiWf 
Gvittging  to  the  jnggUng  and  cnnoes  <tf  ft 
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potoutate,  who  ia  nnwiUii^  io  render  that 
justice,  over  and  over  agun  proposed  by  him- 
self tuid  admitted  to  be  due  to  thia  oonntry, 
and  after  four  nuKiths  of  the  eeadon,  for  it  ia 
now  the  fourth  month  siuoe  the  special  call  of 
the  French  Ohamber  of  Deputies  was  made, 
with  reference  to  the  a4}astment  of  this  very 
olum;  herewe  are,  with  what  intelligenoeirom 
France?  Whj,  that  yonr  minister  was  first 
sednoed  into  the  helief^  or  assured  into  the 
belief^  by  the  flourishes  of  Lonis  Philippe  and 
his  cabinet,  that  they  really  intended  to  enter, 
heart  and  bouI,  into  this  measore,  and  instantly 
oanr  the  treaty  into  eflfoot;  that  they  meant 
to  pledga  the  whole  wdg^t  <h  the  Govnnment, 
and  to  throw  themaelTea  into  the  aoale,  and 
make  it  a  national  proportion.  This  was  the 
purport  oT  lb.  livingston's  first  deepatoh.  Bat 
what  was  the  amount  of  his  snbseqnent  corre- 
spondence I  Why,  he  grows  less  and  less  san- 
goine  up  to  the  date  of  his  last  oommimi cation, 
and  finally  tells  us  he  is  now  not  at  all  sanguine  I 
That  the  French  King  and  his  cabinet,  instead 
of  making  it  a  miniate  rial  measure,  and  throw- 
ing the  whole  weight  and  popularity  of  the 
Oovemment  into  the  scale,  have  shufBed  out  of 
the  oontroversy,  and  left  it  as  an  open  matter, 
tu  the  dedrioD  of  whidi  they  have  no  special 
tutereat.  Kow,  let  meaakthememben^this 
Honse,  what  pledge  tb^  wOl  wait  ihr  ^ter  tiiia 
shofittng  ooone,  before  the  okwe  itf  this  aesricm  f 
Can  they,  after  this,  expect  to  receive  intelli- 
gence of  a  more  gratefol  character?  Or  may 
wey  not  reasonably  calonlate  upon  hearing,  by 
the  first  vessel  that  may  arrive  from  Enrope, 
that  this  nation,  which  basthus  long  procrasti- 
nated the  payment  of  a  just  claim,  has  deter^ 
mined  not  to  pay  it  at  all  t  And  having  come 
to  that  conclusion,  and  knowidg  thatwu  is  in- 
evitable, may  we  not  expect  her  to  take  the 
first  step,  and,  as  a  matter  of  safety  to  herself, 
detun.  our  ships  now  in  the  Kediterranean,  and 
blockade  the  ports  theret  what  are  we 

asked  to  do  the  proposition  m  the  honorable 
member  from  IbasadmsettR  f  Nothing  man 
than  that,  in  the  event  of  Uk^  reftarfng,  befbre 
the  adjournment  of  this  Honse,  to  ratify  this 
treaty,  the  Honse  will  pledge  itself  to  answer 
the  cfdl  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  giving  him  power,  or  resorting  to  some 
other  means,  in  tiie  event  of  this  contingency, 
to  save  the  natitm,  and  protect  its  honor  and  the 
juBt  claims  of  its  citizens  from  the  agressions 
of  this  insolent  and  ju^ing  power.  Sir,  when 
I  hear  the  ^peal  firom  such  a  quarter,  echoing 
back  the  same  spirit,  so  highly  and  properly 
landed  on  the  piu4  o£  the  Executive,  by  one 
grown  gray  In  ffl^omaoy,  and  fiuniliar  with  the 
tricks  «eoarta;oy  one  who  has  ajast,a  high, 
and  an  honorable  sense  of  his  own  character, 
and  the  character  d  the  AnmioaD  peojde ;  I 
■ay,  sir,  there  is  no  room  left  for  me  to  doubt 
of  its  propriety  at  this  time.  I  say,  nr,  now  is 
the  time,  and  if  I,  for  one,  were  certain  that  a 
messenger  would  arrive  this  verf  night,  with 
intelliguioe  that  the  Erenoh  Chamber  had  acted 
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upon  this  subject,  I  would  still  urge  the  adop- 
tion (rf  the  reedution  of  the  genueman  from 
Massaohusetts.  It  goes  the  whole  to  show 
abroad  the  sense  of  the  American  people  in 
reference  to  this  matter.  It  goes  the  whole  to 
show  that,  if  it  is  the  intention  of  France  to  saSer 
this  Oongrees  to  pass  over,  before  any  intelli- 
gence of  a  satisfactory  character  should  be 
received,  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  American 
people  are  not  slumbering  at  their  posts,  but 
are  aroused  at  the  prospect  of  injury  and  insult, 
and,  by  an  expression  of  some  sort  of  the  char- 
acter referred  to  by  the  gentiemanfrom  Maesfr- 
ohusetts,  that  they  are  prepared  to  vindicate 
the  ohaiaoter  and  honor  of  the  country,  and  let 
the  wtnid  know  that  that  power  which  attempts 
to  cavil  with,  to  special  plead  with,  to  juggle 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  have  made 
a  aerious,  and,  for  them,  an  anfortnnate  mistake. 
Hiat  we  are  prepared  to  go  the  whole  for  the 
n>irit,  if  not  the  measure,  of  the  proposition  in 
uie  executive  Meesage ;  and  that  we  will  stand 
by  and  sustain  the  President  therein ;  that  we 
will  make  it  a  common  cause.  That  will  be 
done,  and  I  hope  now,  upon  the  proposition  of 
the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts ;  and  I  trust 
the  matter  will  be  referred  by  the  unanimous 
vote  of  this  Hoose.  WhatvaUd  objection  can 
be  urged  aga^ist  it  I  It  does  not  oontun  a 
propontion  for  immediate  action ;  it  only  anti- 
oipates  that  whidi  I  believe  will  onne ;  and  In 
the  event  of  its  ccnnin^  we  shoold  tiien  have 
the  vantage  ^und,  and  be  able  to  show  that 
even  before  it  arrives,  we  were  in  a  state  of 
preparation  to  meet  it.  It  is  a  delicate,  but  a 
well-timed  and  judicious  proposition,  and  one 
that  I  hail  as  an  American  freeman  and  a  Bep- 
resentative  of  this  body,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
soul,  e^>ecially  oomingfrom  the  quarter  it  does. 
I  agiun  reiterate  the  hope,  that  the  resolution, 
as  worded,  will  be  unanmiously  adopted. 

Mr.  SxjTwssLASD  observed  that  he  was  as 
much  pleased  as  the  gentieman  from  Ohio  to 
find  that  in  this  contest  they  should  have  the 
powerfolaidof  thevery  distingnidied  gentieman 
from  Uaaaaohnsetta.  He  had  r^oimd  to  hear 
the  noble  sentiments  to  which  that  gentiemaa 
had  given  utterance.  Yet,  while  he  could  not 
but  approve  of  the  elevated  and  patriotic  feel- 
ings which  ttiat  gentieman  had  manifested,  he 
was  not  quite  ready  to  go  with  him  at  this  par- 
tionlar  time.  If  we  were  to  have  any  contest 
with  France,  he  wanted  to  seonrefor  this  coun- 
try the  vantage  ground.  This  be  would  do,  not 
by  pressing  such  a  question  at  this  moment 
He  would  wait  till  he  had  received  definite  in- 
formation as  to  her  final  determination.  For, 
aftw  aU,  Franoe  was,  and  had  been,  onr  friend 
and  anetoit  ally.  He  would  epoak  of  her  in 
the  luonage  of  the  Prerident^  and  he  wonld 
wait  tUTtiie  very  last  boor,  that  he  might  give 
her  a  chance  of  saying  whether  she  would  or 
would  not  pay  this  debt  He  had  been  asked 
by  the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  '(Mr.  Lttle,) 
whetiier  he  expected  tu  receive  any  favorable 
.  intelligaioe.  In  reply,  he  wonld  siq^,  that  eveij 
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ware  carried  hope  upon  ite  bosom.  The  French 
GoTeroment  might  ret  send  m  a  meMige 
worthy  of  France.  But  if  not,  then  he  was 
ready  to  go  with  th«  gentleman  from  Haasar 
chusetts,  with  the  gentlenua  from  Ohio,  and 
with  every  other  gentleman  in  the  House,  in 
the  high  road  of  honor,  and  maintain  the  g^ory 
of  our  country.  He  had  believed  with  the 
IVesident,  that,  as  we  had  asked  nothing  bat 
what  was  right,  bo  we  ought  to  submit  to  noth- 
ing that  was  wrong.  France,  however,  had 
asMmbled  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  at  an  earlier 
period  than  osoal,  and  it  was  possible  that 
something  might  yet  be  done  in  time.  In  the 
meanwhUe,  Mr.  S.  wanted  no  report  from  the 
committee.  To  one  thing  he  was  ready  to 
pledge  himself:  not  to  leave  that  ball  till  the 
honor  of  the  country  was  vindicated  in  some 
form.  If  notUng  else  should  be  left  than  but 
to  go  to  war  with  France,  he  ahonld  do  it  moat 
rdnctantly.  He  was  for  giving  bar  the  very 
last  ofaance  of  an  amicable  aetdement  He  was 
not  for  forgetting  anoioit  times,  and  the  recol- 
lections of  the  Bevolntion.  If^  however,  the 
French  cation  supposed  that,  heoanse  she  bad 
oDce  been  our  ally  and  friend,  we  never  would 
go  to  war  with  her,  do  what  she  would,  she 
would  find  herself  mistaken.  Btill,  he  wonld 
wait  till  almost  the  very  close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Eakbb,  of  Ohio,  said  that  be  did  not  rim 
to  make  a  speech.  He  did  not  doubt  that 
gentlemen  around  him  understood  the  subject 

Suite  as  well  as  he,  and  maoh  better ;  and  that 
11  were  pr^utred  to  act  whenever  the  prop« 
time  should  arrive.  But  on  the  qnemon  of 
time,  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion.  All 
things,  however,  indicated,  in  the  meanwhile, 
that  the  national  honor  was  safe.  He  enter- 
tained no  fears  as  to  the  Bouse  or  the  country. 
He  regretted  to  differ  from  his  friend  abd  col- 
league on  the  left,  (Mr.  Ltru,)  especially  ou  a 
question  of  sudi  deep  importance.  But  the 
reading  of  the  documents  which  had  been  oom- 
moni Gated  to  the  House  had  had  an  effect  upon 
himself  directiy  opposite  to  that  whioh  they 
seemed  to  have  had  npon  his  colleague.  To 
him  it  was  perfectly  obvious  tliat  two  things 
must  take  pUce  before  the  House  could  go  to 
their  committee  and  demand  a  report  The 
memorial  wldoh  had  been  M^ared  by  our 
minister  ought  first  to  have  been  presented  to 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  the  action  of  that 
body  with  respect  to  it  known ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  the  Message  of  the  President  to 
Congress  should  have  reached  France,  aud  the 
effect  of  that  message  upon  the  national  councils 
should  also  be  known.  It  was  probable  that 
in  a  few  days  intelligence  on  both  these  points 
would  be  received,  and  until  then  he  considered 
it  as  imprudent  and  impolitic  to  call  upon  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to  report  to  the 
House  any  measure  whatever  fbr  its  adoption. 

Mr.  H.  thweupon  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
of  lb.  Ajdamb,  by  striking  out  so  mnoh  of  it  as 
went  to  instruct  the  committee  to  report  forth- 
with. 
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Mr.  SnwAKT  said  hehad  notrisra  tom^ea 
speech,  but  to  offer  an  amendment  to  tiie  motion 
of  the  gentieman  from  Massadfauaetta,  duefly 
with  a  new  of  thereby  obtainfaig  maUr  una- 
nimity. It  must  be  admitted  by  dl  timt,  in  a 
case  of  this  kind,  unanimity  was  of  the  utmost 
imptntanoe.  Thte  ^eten<7<tf the  actloaof the 
House  would  in  &ot  depend  in  a  great  measure 
upon  it  The  nation  ought  to  present  a  nnited 
front  Divided  councils  ooulaootbe  produc- 
tive of  any  good  reeult  Mr.  S.  had  heard  no 
otijeotion  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentieman 
from  Massachusetts,  whose  patriotic  sentimaitB 
must  command  the  approbation  and  the  admira- 
tion of  all.  Yet,  be  could  not  bnt  think  that 
requiring  the  committee  to  report  forthwitii, 
might  be  considered  as  somewhat  premature. 
He  would  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  euggesi- 
ing  to  the  honnrable  gentieman  flrom  UasBaabn- 
setts  to  modi^r  hia  motton,  by  striking  out  the 
word  "  forthwith,"  and  inserting,  in  lieu  there- 
of^ the  words  "  on  or  beftwe  the  16th,**  or  per- 
il^ it  would  be  better  to  say  the  ^'  20tb  m  tiie 
present  month.**  This  probably  would  meet 
the  views  of  the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
HA.1CER,)  and  would  be  more  likely  to  be  ad<^ited 
witii  nnanimity  by  the  House,  than  either  the 
original  proposition  or  the  amendment  proposed. 

Mr.  Cakbbblshg  observed  that,  if  tiie  other 
branch  of  the  L^slature  bad,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  matter,  assumed  a  bolder  and  a 
firmer  stand,  it  would  have  been  more  oonsist- 
vsA  with  the  time  dignity  of  that  House  and  the 
honor  of  tiie  nati<Hi.  Unfintnnatebr,  the  Qor- 
ersment  was  divided.  Some  graitianesi  were 
in  favor  of  waiting  and  forbearing,  in  the  how 
that  such  a  course  would  be  attended  with  the 
happiest  consequences.  For  his  own  imuIl  he 
had  been  ready,  'from  the  first,  to  respond  to 
the  spirit  and  sentimeute  of  the  President*a 
Message,  and  either  to  adopt  the  measure  re- 
commended, or  some  other  which  i^ould  go  to 
show  to  the  French  nation  that  this  Govern- 
ment has  determined  to  enforce  the  ri^ts  of 
ite  citizens;  for,  Mr.  O.  thought  that 
years  of  insmt  on  the  one  nde,  snd  forbrarance 
on  the  other,  ftrtber  forbearance  would  no 
longer  be  a  virtue.  In  now  requiting  the 
gentionaa  frcnn  Maasaohnsetts  to  permit  this 
qnestion  to  rest  for  the  preaent,  he  was  actuated 
only  by  a  desire  thal^  when  the  House  did  act 
it  oboidd  act  unanimoody— that  it  should  apeak, 
but  with  one  v(dce. 

Mr.  0.  did  not  wish  to  advocate  the  measure 
which  had  been  recommended  by  the  President 
because  it  was  imposnble  st  this  time  to  obtain 
an  undivided  vote  in  Its  favor,  and  he  thra%fore 
asked  the  House  for  some  delay,  in  the  prospect 
and  hope  of  greater  unanimity.  He  trusted 
that  both  branches  of  the  Lt^^atnre  would 
eventually  come  to  one  and  the  same  ground. 
He  now  said  to  the  gentieman  from  Massachu- 
setts Qtr.  Adams^  that  he  was  as  anxious  for  a 
fBsoasdon  of  this  Important  snl^ect  as  that 
gentieman.  He  fait  th^  on  this  question  evetj 
momait  of  delay  was  infringing  i^on  the  pe- 
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liod  vbich  ought  to  be  given  to  debate  and 
consideration,  oat  he  was  influenced  hj  the 
high  consideration  of  the  importance  of  mutr 
nimit^.  He  liked  the  suggestion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  PennsfWania,  (Mr.  Btswabt,)  and 
preferred  it  to  the  original  motion ;  but  if  the 

Sntleman  from  MasBMhusetta  would  consent 
allow  the  committee  a  littto  time  longer  to 
consnlti  the  House  would  be  dcdiberating,  as 
the  nation  was  werj  clajr  deliberating,  on  this 
important  sabject.  The  result  he  felt  inclined 
at  once  to  fear  and  to  hope  for.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  war  would  become  inevitable  sooner 
or  later ;  but,  be  this  as  it  might,  any  half  meas- 
ures would  put  the  country  in  a  worse  situation 
than  an  exhibition  of  decision  and  spirit.  He 
hoped  that  hy  the  20th  of  the  month,  if  not  be- 
fore that  time,  the  oommittee  would  be  prepar- 
ed to  report,  when  the  gentleman  from  Uaasa- 
chusetts  would  have  an  opportuiuty  of  folly 
sabmittang  hia  viewa.  He  traated  Hiat  gentie- 
man  would  oonsoit  to  withdraw  bis  motion ; 
but,  if  not,  then  that  some  pn^weitiwi  resem- 
bling that  which  bad  been  proposed  hj  the 
gentleman  from  PennflylTania  (Mr.  Strwabt) 
would  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  pATTON.  (Mr.  P. 'a  remarks  were  fre- 
quently indistinctly  audible  at  our  reporter's 
desk.)  Mr.  P.  was  understood  to  aa^  ne  had 
not,  in  the  slightest  degree,  changed  his  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  a  prompt  and 
immediate  report  from  l^e  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affura,  upon  the  matter  under  considera- 
tion ;  but  entertained  the  a^imon,  with  unabated 
convicticm,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  the  House, 
to  the  oomitry,  and  eminentily  so  to  the  Pred- 
dent  oi  the  United  States,  whose  opinions  and 
recommendations  upon  this  great  subject  had 
been  committed  to  them  for  deliberation,  that 
the  committee,  which  constituted  a  merely  in- 
dolent oi^an  of  the  Hoose  for  digesting  mate- 
rials for  its  action,  should  not  delay  one  moment, 
after  their  own  opinion  and  judgment  had  been 
formed  upon  the  materials  committed  to  them, 
in  reportmg  their  resolutions  and  d^berations 
for  the  concurrence,  or  for  the  diai^probation 
of  the  House.  Entertfdning  that  view,  and 
entertaining,  moreover,  the  belief— a  belief 
deeply  impreaaed  upon  hia  mind  by  the  informa- 
tion oommimioated  that  morning,  the  material 
parts  of  which  were  before  witmn  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Oraimittee  on  Toreiga  AfTmrs — 
fbat  it  was  utterly  bopeleas  to  expect  any  de- 
cisive  information  from  France,  as  to  the  action 
wbidi  would  take  place  in  the  French  Chamber 
of  Deputies  upon  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect,  until  after, 
or  until  very  near  the  close  ot^  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  he  did  then  conceive,  and  he 
now  conceived,  that  this  subject  oug^t  to  have 
been  before  the  House  for  its  deliberation  upon 
the  piinoiplM  involved  in  the  President's  Mes- 
sage, as  wdl  as  upon  the  eiqtedienoy  and  pro- 
priety of  the  particular  measure  of  redress  be 
proposed,  and  the  expediency  or  proprietor,  at 
that  time,  of  resorting  to  any  measure  M  reoreea 
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whatever.  However  his  own  opinions  might 
differ  from  those  of  any  other,  or  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Belationa, 
Qpon.tbat  subject,  it  was,  he  htunbly  conceived, 
a  matter  that  belonged  not  to  the  oommittee  to 
dedde  or  to  conclude.  It  was  not,  he  conceiv- 
ed, for  them  to  forestall,  but  it  belonged  pecu- 
liarly to  that  Hoose^  unaff&oted  and  nnOiflnenoed 
by  the  action  of  aiqr  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  GoTemmoit :  it  belonged  to  the 
popular  body,  to  t^e  immediate  Bepresentatives 
of  the  people  of  this  oonntiy :  it  belonged  to 
them  in  a  pMuliar  maimer,  that,  as  soon  as  they 
had  maturely  deliberated  upon  the  materials 
presented  for  their  Judgment,  they  should  say 
to  France,  and  to  the  country,  what  their  opin- 
ions, what  their  feelings,  what  their  course, 
were  to  be  upon  this  matter.  As  it  was  then 
presented,  how  did  the  facts  stand  V  Mr.  Liv- 
m^Aon's  despatfdi  of  the  22d  of  November 
showed  {hat,  aooording  to  the  informatitm  ob- 
tained 1^  him  in  Paris,  Qie  biU  which  the  French 
King  (iKr.  P.  had  no  sort  of  doubt,  with  the 
utmost  sinoerity,  for  he  did  not  take  the  Sing's 
declaration  in  the  literal  sense  of  t^e  terms  in 
which  it  was  couched)  had  declared  his  determi- 
nation to  present  to  the  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
as  soon  as  it  could  be  reasonably  and  judicious- 
ly presented,  would  not  be  presented  to  the 
Chamber  for  its  consideration  until  the  middle 
of  January.  All  the  information  we  have  sub- 
sequently received,  either  from  Mr.  Livingston 
or  from  any  private  sources,  went  to  satiny  us 
that  this  impression  was  correct,  and  that,  in 
all  human  probabilily,  instead  of  b^g  present- 
ed earlier,  it  would  not  be  tall  a  later  period. 
This  was  a  questicm  which,  knowing  as  we  did 
the  feelings  and  opinions,  and  the  conflict  of 
opinions  existing  in  France,  and  in  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  on  this  subject^  would  not  be,  could 
not  be,  promptiy  and  immediately  disposed  at 
And  every  one  knew  that,  if  the  snlgect  was 
not  presented  to  the  Chamber  before  the  middle 
of  January,  it  could  not  poanbly  reoeive  the 
definite  action  of  that  body  early  enough  for  us 
to  obtain  any  information  of  their  deflnne  action 
until  the  dose,  or  near  the  close,  of  the  present 
session  of  Oongresfl.  Kr.  P.  could  not  therefore 
pwo^ve  the  proioie^  forfiirther  del^,  nor  did 
ne  the  other  day,  what  he  offered  to  tluit  House, 
and  asked  permisuou  to  present,  for  its  adop- 
tion, certain  resolutions  containing  the  prin^- 
ples  Bad  opinions  upon  which  he  was  prepared 
to  show  to  the  House  that  it  was  time  tiie  sub- 
ject should  come  under  its  deliberation.  More 
than  two-thirds  of  the  session  had  eh^>sed,  and 
only  three  weeks  of  it  remuning,  and  there 
was  just  time  enough  that  this  snbiect,  which 
was  calculated  to  produce  much  conmct  of  opin- 
ion, and  a  great  variety  of  propositions,  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  the  course  adopted,  should 
be  brought  befbre  this  boc^,  whwe  delibera- 
tions we  all  knew  could  not  be  promptly  brought 
to  a  oonolurion :  they  should  have  it  in  their 
power  folly  to  wliberote  upon  the  prinmples  it 
invdved,  and  as  soon  as  uiey  had  come  to  an 
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opinion,  to  express  It  in  the  form  of  resolnttons 
or  in  me  form  of  action.  If  there  were  any 
who,  npon  deliberation,  should  be  of  opinion 
tbat  at  that  time  it  was  prudent,  proper,  and 
neoessary,  to  have  action,  it  might  be  taken. 

ICr.  E.  Etkrbtt  said :  I  have  been  in  favor 
of  the  committee*B  reporting  forthwith,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  BesHOOL  I  thoi^t  it 
verj  important ;  highly  deriraUe  to  do  ao.  So 
mooh  time  has  since  elutsed.  and  the  differenoe 
b^ween  r^rting  forthwith  and  reporting  at 
as  late  a  period  as  it  can  well  be  done,  is  so 
inconidderable,  that  I  attach  less  oonseqaenoe 
to  it  than  I  did.  At  the  commenoement  d 
the  session,  I  thought  an  immediate  report  from 
tiie  committee  would  have  done  grrat  good. 
It  was  precisely  a  prompt  and  bcdd  coarse 
which  I  desired.  I  was  not  for  war,  nor  re- 
prisals, in  the  state  of  affiurs  tilien  existing; 
and  we  are  now  told  that  neither  of  these 
measures  was  contemplated  by  any  member  of 
the  Honse.  What,  then,  conld  we  hare  done 
pron^tJy  and  boldly?  We  oonld  have  done 
this :  We  oonld  have  taken  np  the  subject  as 
one  of  «ninent  Importanoe,  admitting  no  delay 
in  the  oon^deration  of  the  Honse.  We  could 
have  shown  the  justioe  oS  the  Amerioan  side 
of  the  question,  tn  the  strongest  terms.  We 
oonld  have  nttored  the  feeUng  and  views  of 
this  ^mse,  in  the  strongert  ma.  most  amphatio 
language. 

I  hare  said  already,  nir,  that  my  anticipations 
of  the  satisfactory  a^jostmcait  of  the  business  are 
less  sanguine  thw  they  were.  There  are,  how- 
ever, some  reasons  for  hope  that  the  French 
Ohambwawill  make  the  ^ipropriattonthia  win- 
ter. Ctaie  of  the  chief  reasons  la,  that  tlwGham- 
ber  of  Deputies  of  last  year  oontuned  some  mem- 
bers by  no  means  entitled  to  the  ccnnpUment 
nqid  to  them  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentaoky, 
(Mr.  JomiBOiT,)  of  having  understood  the  quee- 
tion  thoroughly,  and  not  having  r^eoted  the 
iq)propriation  tiirou^  isnoranoe.  On  the  con- 
trary, sir,  there  was  euibited,  in  my  opinion, 
an  entire  ignorance  of  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant &cts  of  the  case,  and,  in  reference  to 
the  most  important  of  them  all,  a  gross,  not  to 
say  a  ^screditable  ignoraooe,  whidi  I  beUeve 
proved  fttal  to  the  paaaage  of  the  apim»riati<m 
tuU,  and  which,  shwld  the  two  ooantriea  most 
unhappily  be  hnnight  into  eollinon,  will  throw 
a  tremendous  reaponidUlity  on  those  monbers, 

Tou  are  aware,  sir,  that,  on  all  sides,  it  was 
admitted  that  something  was  due  to  the  citi- 
zens of  the  TTnited  States,  and  that  it  was 
merely  on  a  question  of  how  much,  that  the 
great  issue  of  annulling  or  executing  a  treaty 
was  made  to  depend.  In  this  state  of  the  con- 
troversy, and  just  as  the  c^uestion  was  about  to 
be  taken,  members  arose  m  the  French  Cham- 
ber, and  stated  that,  of  the  five  millions  of 
indemnity  provided  by  the  treaty  under  dis- 
cnscnon,  two  n^ons,  oovering  the  St  Sebas- 
tian's oases,  had  already  been  paid  undo-  the 
Florida  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Bpfdnl  The  assertion  was  immediately  oontra- 
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dieted  by  the  Uinister  of  Formgn  Afliura,  whose 
exposition  of  the  whole  question  was  one  of 
the  most  masteriy  parliamentary  efforts  I  have 
seen.  His  oontraaiction  was  direct  and  pori- 
tive,  as  to  its  purport ;  but,  if  <Hie  may  Judge 
from  the  report  of  the  debates,  (very  nk^y 
imperfoet,)  it  was  less  decided  and  anthoritative 
in  manner  than  oonld  have  been  derived.  At  all 
events,  I  have  been  told,  by  an  intelligent 
American  gentieman  who  was  present  on  Hw 
occasion,  that  these  statements  were  evidently 
fatal  to  the  bill.  The  qoestk^  was  taken  im- 
mediately aftw.  It  was  lost  by  cxij 
votea. 

We  Imow,  rir,  that  dMibemtive  bodies  may 
be  taken  by  snrprise,  by  plaoable.  statements 
Were  we  onrsdves  about  to  ^>proprMte  five 
millions  of  dollars  in  payment  <x  an  acknowl- 
edged debt,  and  should  member  after  member 
rise,  with  a  treaty- in  th<nr  bands,  mfcint^ining 
that  two  of  the  five  miltiona  had  been  tinmij 
paid,  and  read  ns  paaaa^  of  the  doooment  to 
prove  and  If  taj  thing  short  oi  the  most 
podtive  eontnuUctton,  aooompanied  with  the 
most  Bati8faot(»7'  explanation,  were  ^ven,  it 
woold  very  likely  prove  fatal  to  the  bill;  cer- 
tainly ao,  if  the  House  were  almost  equally 
divided  bdine.  For  these  reasods,  as  I  said, 
I  rely  something  on  the  fact  that  the  bill  wu 
r^ected  last  winter,  not  in  a  foil  understunding 
of  the  fiiots,  as  the  gentieman  fVom  Kentucky 
seemed  to  tulnk,  but  in  an  entire  ignorance  of 
the  most  important  of  tiiem  all.  And  when 
the  memoir,  which  has  been  mentioned  in 
Kr.  livingston's  despatches  to-day,  ahall  have 
proved  to  the  E^enon  Obamber,  (aa  I  igesmne 
It  will  do^  from  the  oharaoter  of  srane  of  tiie 
documents  which,  during  the  receas  of  Con- 
gress, have  been  Aunished'to  the  Fireneh  Oor- 
eromeut  at  its  request,  by  onrs,)  that  the  state- 
ments I  have  alluded  to  were  utteriy  destitota 
of  foundatifm,  that  the  St.  Sebastian's  eases 
were  all  rejected  by  the  oommisdonrav  onder 
the  Horida  treaty,  as  not  included  in  its  provi- 
sions, and  that  they  have  been  all  admitted  by 
the  oommiauoners  now  sitting  under  the  pres- 
ent treaty,  aa  notoriously  provided  for  by 
th^  treaty,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  without  its 
efiSsot 

But  I  do  not  bnild  with  tttire  confideiwe  on 
thls^  or  any  other  groiind  of  enooaragement. 
I  see  snnething  ominofui  In  the  chanuiter  and 

composition  of  the  opposition  to  the  ^ng  and 
his  ministry  on  this  question.  What  did  the 
King  tell  Mr.  Livingston  I  That  he  might  rely 
upon  his  honor  as  a  King,  and  bis  promise  as  a 
man,  that  the  treaty  should  be  executed.  For 
myself,  I  place  the  most  unqualified  depeudoice 
on  this  assurance.  I  believe  that,  as  £ar  as  his 
infiueuce  extends,  it  will  be  strenuously  exert- 
ed ;  that  his  constitutional  powers  will  be 
strained  to  the  utmost^  to  procure  the  execution 
of  the  treaty.  But  what,  sir,  is  the  melanchdy 
tanth,  as  to  the  condition  oi  the  King'a  Govern- 
ment f  I  would  not  in  wantouneas  say  any 
thing  dispara^ngly  (tf  the  Intonal  owditioa  or 
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aflUra  in  a  ootmtry  between  whiob  and  onr  own 
the  relatMws  of  amity  bUII  subsist;  bat  when 
onr  own  rights  and  clums  are  made  the  sport 
of  the  state  of  parties  in  a  foreign  ooontry,  it 
is  a  fair  sat^jeot  of  comment.  The  King  will 
do  his  utmost  to  effeot  the  fulfilment  of  the 
treaty,  and  not  merely  beoaose  it  is  a  jost 
treaty,  bat  because  (as  he  told  Mr.  Livingston) 
his  &ith  aa  a  sovereign,  and  his  honor  as  a 
man,  are  pledged.  But  what  is  the  position 
of  the  King  himself?  Does  not  all  the  world 
know  that  he  does  Dot  fill  the  throne  on  l^e 
principles  of  what  ia  oalled  legitimacy  t  That 
there  are  two  powerfhl  parties  in  France, 
agreeing  in  notmng  ebe,  bnt  united  in  oppo- 
dtion  to  the  present  eetabUshment  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ?  I  mean,  of  coarse,  the  party  of  the 
late  dispossesBed  f^Uy,  on  one  side,  and  the 
extreme  liberals  on  the  other.  It  is,  as  &r  as 
we  can  jn^e  at  this  distance,  nuunly  a  combi- 
nation of  ^ese  two  parU^  taking' along  with 
it,  of  ooarse,  the  nataral  oppoution  to  all  neavy 
money  bills,  which  has  hitherto  defeated  the 
ezecntitm  of  the  treaty. 

With  these  two  parties,  instead  of  oor  gain- 
ia|;  strength  from  the  oircnmstance  that  the 
Sing's  r^al  word  and  personal  honor  are 
pledged  to  fulfil  the  treaty,  it  is  precisely  for 
tiiia  reason  that  they  oppose  it.  And  they 
oppoee  it,  not  with  a  xeu  measored  by  the 
suDple  merits  and  consequence  of  the  treaty, 
bnt  with  an  intenrity  of  purpose,  and  depth  of 
feeling,  inspired  by  their  hostility  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. Seeing  the  opposition  to  the  treafy 
thus  conducted  by  parties,  who  would  move 
heaven  and  earth  to  shake  the  King  from  his 
throne,  I  own,  sir,  I  look  to  see  this  question 
linked  in  with  the  very  dements  the  permar- 
nence  of  the  present  order  of  things  in  France. 
Oonld  it  be  rednced  Bimply  and  solely  to  thla 
issne,  all  might  be  well ;  bat  with  this  powerfhl, 
deep-seated,  far-reaching  opposition,  we  must 
fear,  as  I  bjave  said,  that  what  may  be  called 
the  natural  oppoution  to  all  snch  measnres  will 
unite  itself.  The  King  will  do  every  thing  to 
carry  the  treaty  into  effect,  I  am  sore,  if  it 
were  necessary,  he  would  shed  his  blood  to 
fulfil  it.  I  shonld  hear  with  deep  regret  a 
ungle  word  that  would  cast  a  shade  of  doubt 
on  his  sincerity.  But  whether  he  will  even  be 
able  to  sustain  himself  who  shall  vouch?  I 
trust  he  will.  I  believe  it  highly  denrahle  for 
the  peace  of  France  and  uie  harmray  of 
Europe,  that  he  should.  I  have  little  donbL 
ahonld  his  Govenunent  be  overturned,  it  would 
be  fbllowed  hf  dlsastrone  oonsequenoes,  not 
nnworthy  the  high  breaoh  of  fidth  toward  the 
Umted  States,  witli  which  the  war  i^alnst  it 
aeems  to  have  commenced. 

Mr.  OiuiBB,  of  Geoivia,  Bidd  that  he  felt 
himself  called  upon,  by  the  remarks  which  had 
fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Adams,)  as  well  as  b;  the  motion 
which  he  had  introduced,  requiring  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fortign  Afiiurs  to  report  at  an  eariy 
daj,  to  present  the  reaBma  why  he  ooidd  not 


{H.  or  IL 

accord  in  opinion  with  that  gentleman,  nor 
vote  for  the  motion  which  he  had  made.  The 
prtmodtion  of  that  gentl«nan  was  founded  on 
the  Delief  that  the  Honse  was  bound  in  hmior 
and  policy  to  act  upon  the  French  question 
daring  the  present  session ;  and  that,  unless 
the  committee  should  report  by  Monday  week, 
the  session  was  in  danger  of  closing  without 
any  due  discussion  of  the  subject  or  action  npon 
it  If  Mr.  G.  believed  in  the  supposed  neces- 
sity, he  should  certtunly  approve  and  vote  for 
the  motion ; .  but  if  it  was  true  that  the  House 
coold  not  and  ought  not  to  act  npon  that  subject 
at  all,  Ihen  the  motion  was  improper,  and 
ought  to  be  rejected.  Why  was  the  House 
bound  to  act  t  Because  it  was  in  possession  of 
all  the  facts  which  were  necessary  to  enable  it 
to  act  definitively  in  the  case!  Siurely  not; 
and  if  the  Honse  did  not  possess  the  facts  it 
ought  not  to  act,  because  it  was  improper  to 
act  without  them.  Might  it  not  happen  that, 
at  the  time  pointed  out,  the  House  would  still 
be  without  the  requisite  information  ?  80  far 
as  they  oould  now  see,  nothing  was  more  prob- 
able. And  how,  then,  oould  it,  with  propriety 
act  at  all?  Thecourae  tobe  pursued  depended 
on  the  state  of  thia  question :  has  the  Frendi 
Govemmuit  r^kised  to  carry  into  effect  its 
treaty  with  the  United  States?  The  House 
coold  act  on  no  other  ground,  and  all  the 
threats  about  what  we  would  do,  uid  all  pledges 
given  beforehand,  as  to  the  course  to  be  adopbM, 
were  untimely,  impolitic,  improper,  and  calcu- 
lated to  do  nothing  but  injury.  The  question 
of  peace  or  war  was  an  important  one.  It  was 
the  greatest  qaestion  on  which  the  nation  had 
to  pass.  It  not  only  touched  the  public  honor 
and  interest,  bnt  it  came  home  to  the  concerns 
<^  every  dtizen.  On  snob  a  question,  why  did 
gentlemen  ni^  the  House  to  act  before  it  could 
act  onderstaadingly  ?  Were  they  not  all  agreed 
that  the  Government  of  this  country  was  so 
constitnted  that  we  ought  never  to  go  to  war 
bat  after  the  greatest  practicable  forbearance? 
Was  not  peace  our  avowed  policy  ?  Why,  then, 
sboald  we  enter  into  these  premature  disoas- 
sions?  The  reflections  and  menaces  thrown 
out  nnder  snch  circumstances,  were  unworthy 
of  the  House  and  injurious  to  the  character  of 
the  nation.  He  had  heard  much  siud  about  tlie 
national  honor,  and  about  the  necessity  of  vin- 
dicating the  national  honor.  Bat,  after  all, 
what  were  the  rules  of  this  national  honor,  of 
which  gentlemen  spoke  so  much  and  so  loudly  ? 
By  what  was  It  to  be  regolated?  It  might  do 
when  crowned  heads  fell  oat  about  qoestionB  of 
personal  dignity,  or  interest,  to  talk  about  rnlea 
of  honor,  and  about  being  bound  by  thdr  honor 
to  resent  each  other's  acts.  But  the  principlea 
which  actuated  and  governed  this  nation,  and 
which,  he  trusted,  would  ever  guide  this  Gov- 
ernment, were  not  the  capricious  roles  of  a 
fancied  honor,  but  the  doctrines  of  national  law. 
If  war  should  come,  gentlemen  would  find  that 
it  was  not  to  be  carried  on  by  flooriahes  of 
rfaetmic. 
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TmsDAT,  Febnurf  10. 
Depctit  Bank*. 

On  motion  of  "ib.  Pouc,  the  Honse  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  oon^deration  of  the  bill  regolat- 
ing  the  depoats  of  the  United  States  In  certain 
IomI  banks. 

Mr.  Polk  addreaied  the  Honse  In  explanation 
of  ita  OTOTisions,  and  in  &Tor  of  Its  paBsage. 
The  biU  which  has  been  read,  said  mt.  P.,  is 
snbstantiallj  that  which  paseed  the  Honse  at 
the  last  sesnon  of  Connrass,  bat  failed  ht  the 
Senate.  Upon  a  carefu  review  of  the  prari- 
rioos  of  the  bill  of  the  last  year,  the  comtoittee 
fimnd  bnt  few  pcdnta,  in  thdr  judgment,  reqoir- 
tng  change  or  amendment.  These  will  be 
presently  stated. 

After  the  fall  discnssion  of  the  last  year,  the 
•abjeot  to  which  the  bill  relates,  and  the  objects 
proposed  to  be  attidned  by  it,  mnst  be  familiar 
to  every  gentleman;  and  it  will  only  be  nece^ 
sary  on  this  occasion  to  present  a  few  prominent 
fiiota,  witb  the  condtuions  to  which  tney  neces- 
sarily give  rise,  to  satisfy  not  only  the  House, 
kot  the  o<mntry,  that  the  present  financial  sys- 
tem is  no  longer  to  be  regarded  as  an  experi- 
ment. Through  the  agency  of  State  banks,  the 
fiseal  operations  <tf  GoTOiunent  have,  during 
the  past  year,  been  eminently  Boooessftil  The 
ooDeotirai  c/t  we  pnUio  revenae,  and  tiie  trans- 
fer of  fiinds  to  distant  points  for  disborsement, 
have  been  made  by  the  deport  banks — ^prompt- 
ly, efficiently,  and  witboat  chante  to  the  pnbue. 
Nothing  has  been  lost  to  the  Treasury,  and  no 
part  of  tiie  pnUio  service  has  suffered  incon- 
venience by  the  employment  of  these  agents. 
All  .this  has  been  done,  not  onl^  without  the 
aid  of  the  national  bank,  but  agamst  its  power, 
and  in  defiance  of  its  efforts  to  cripple  their 
operations,  to  distress  the  commmiity,  and  em- 
barrass the  Treasnry.  Connected  with  this, 
the  state  of  the  general  onrrency  Is  fonnd  to  be 
In  as  aoond  a  state  as  at  any  fonner  period. 
The  fiscal  opovtions  of  the  Government  have 
been  ocmdnoted,  daring  the  past  year,  as  they 
had  been  previous  to  the  existence  of  the 
present  Baiuc  of  the  United  States,  by  means  of 
arrangements  made  with  the  local  banks,  in 

Carsoance  of  the  ^scretionary  power  created 
y  the  laws  in  the  executive  department.  It 
was  deemed  proper,  however,  for  Oongresa  to 
limit  and  define  tois  discretion  as  far  as  by  lav 
it  could  be  done,  as  well  as  to  provide  additioofd 
guards  and  securities  for  the  pu)}lic  money; 
and  for  that  purpose  the  bQl  of  the  last  sesdon, 
as  well  as  that  now  under  oonmderation,  had 
been  brought  forward. 

The  qn^ion  was  now  put,  and  decided  by 
yeas  ana  nays,  as  fidlowa— yeas  109,  nays  99. 


Fbidat,  February  18. 
JUl^f  of  OUwn$  qfArhatuat. 

The  bill  for  the  r^ef  of  citizens  of  Arkansas 
who  lost  property  by  a  treaty  with  the  Ohoc- 
tavB,  was  taken  up. 


Mr.  VoToir,  cf  Ohio,  went  Into  a  history  of 
the  circnmstances  tjit  the  ease,  and  remonstrated 
against  rewarding,  with  a  donation  of  me  hon- 
drod  and  sixty  acres,  men  whose  only  merit 
was  the  baring  trespassed  on  the  imlwc  land, 
and  refdsed  toleave  what  they  had  seiBed,  mi- 
Ul  compelled  by  military  fince. 


Satubdat,  Febmaty  14^ 

Pott  Ctfftee  StperU. 

Ur.  Bnoea  asked  Uie  ctnunnt  of  tiia  Hoose 
to  take  np  the  motion  which  he  bad  ofibred 
yesterday,  to  print  26,000  extra  oi^ea  of  the 

reports  of  the  m^Jori^  and  minon^  oi  the 
Post  Office  Investigation  Committee,  togetlier 
with  the  aocmnpaimng  doonmoits. 
The  question  b^ig  on  the  adtiptfon  of  tJie 

resolntion, 

Mr.  Sratonr,  who  had  yesterday  moved  to 
print  10,000,  said  he  was  not  aware  when  be 
made  that  motion  that  the  documents  were  so 
voluminous  as  they  in  fact  were.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  they  ooidd  not  be  printed  within  any 
reasonable  time,  and  t^at  they  most  be  divided 
into  diffi»ent  parts.  When  it  was  oonridered 
that  the  newspflmrs  vonld  poldish  sncit  parts 
as  they  chose  <h  the  repcnrts  and  documents^ 
and  tluit  in  that  way  th^  voald  obtain  s  gen- 
eral circulation,  he  tiiouffht  a  much  leas  number 
of  copies  than  that  wnioh  he  had  proposed 
would  be  deemed  soffioient.  He  moved  6,000 
copies. 

A  long  debate  ensued,  and  finally,  Mr.  Bnoos 
modified  his  motion  so  as  to  propose  8,000 
copies  of  the  reports  with  the  doonments,  and 
20,000  copies  of  the  reports  al«ie.  In  this  form 
the  resolnticm  was  adopted. 


Moin>AT,  Febnury  18. 

JlwUUm  qf  Slavery  in  the  VUtrid  of 
CoWmbia. 

Mr.  Etasb  presented  the  petition  of  a  laige 
number  of  citizens  of  WaterviUe  and  Yassal- 
boTOugh,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  prayins  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Disbict  Colom- 
bia; and  stated.  In  brief  terms,  his  aoqolescence 
in  the  general  sentimraitB  and  objects  of  the 
memoriaJ,  and  hia  hope  that,  at  no  distant  day, 
the  attention  of  Congress  would  be  ^ven  to  the 
subject;  and  tbaL  so  &r  as  he  could  tread 
on  firm,  constitutional  gnnmd,  he  shoTdd  go 
promptly  and  unheattati^[ly.  The  subject  was 
not  free  tnm  dlffienltiea,  bat  he  tmated  th^ 
woold  an  be  overcome  W  tiie  wisdom,  persevn-' 
ance,  patriotism,  and  phllanfhn^y,  wMeh  Con- 
gress might  bring  to  its  consideration.  As(^er 
similar  memoriaU  had  been  already  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  cS  Columbia,  he 
moved  the  same  reference  of  this,  in  the  hope 
that  the  committee  «roald,  M  aome  ea^Spuiod, 
present  a  report 

Mr.  PmLUFB  said  he  was  about  to  ^^^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 


677 


VnaoAxr,  188S.] 

memorial  ia  &vor  of  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia.  It  was  signed  hj 
1,249  male  citizens,  who  are  all  represented  to 
be  legal  votera,  and  also  hj  2,648  ladies,  of  the 
coonty  of  Essex,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 
These  memorialists,  said  Mr.  P.,  are  many  of 
them  known  to  me  to  be  of  the  most  respect- 
able character  and  standing.  Thej  respectfoUy 
and  eameetly  entreat  the  attention  of  Oongress 
to  the  object  to  wMdi  th«r  memorial  is  confin- 
ed. The  smtimoitB  which  tb^  utter  are  just, 
hamane,  and  patriotic ;  the  motivM  tj  wnich 
they  are  evidently  aotnated  are  commendable ; 
and  the  object  which  they  seek  may  be  accom- 
plished, and  can  only  be  aocompUshed,  by  the 
action  of  Congress.  Upon  these  groonds  their 
memorial  is  entitled  to  consideration ;  and  I 
owe  it  to  thffln  and  to  the  House  to  declare  that, 
while  I  am  opposed,  from  my  own  convi^lion 
of  what  is  constitational,  jnst,  and  expedient, 
to  any  interference  on  the  part  of  "the  General 
Goremment,  or  of  the  free  States,  with  the  ex- 
^ofliTe  rights,  interests,  and  dotiea,  of  the  slave- 
biddii^  States,  I  am  eqaally  convinced  of  the 
«oiutitiitionaIi^,  expedienoy,  and  Jtutice,  of  a 
Bidtable  provision  by  the  General  Government 
for  the  a!botition  of  slavery  within  &e  District 
of  Colombia.  Bo  ike  as  aUvery  exists  withhi 
any  of  tbe  States,  it  Is  Cor  them,  ap<Ht  their 
own  nepnisibili^,  to  determke  when,  and  in 
what  manner,  it  shall  cease  to  exist  there ;  hnt 
so  far  as  it  exists  here,  and  ia  exhibited  before 
oor  eyes  in  its  worst  forms  of  degradation  and 
enielty,  the  right  and  duty  belong  to  Oongress 
alone  of  rratruning  or  abolishing  it.  Towards 
the  abolition  of  slavery  within  the  States,  I  am 
only  desixoQS  that  the  General  Government,  at 
a  proper  time^  ehonld  oontribnte  to  the  extent 
of  ite  ability  aac^  dd  as  may  be  acceptable,  and 
can  be  Jadicioaaly  applied ;  but  in  respect  to 
the  object  which  this  memorial  disdoses,  I  can- 
not doabt  that  there  are  existing  evils  which 
require  a  le^sIaHve  remedy  at  onr  bands,  in 
such  form  as  oar  wisdom  may  devise.  I  oan- 
not  donbt  that  a  period  most  arrive  when  the 
continnance  of  slavery  within  tins  District  will 
be  regarded,  In  its  obvioos  aspects,  as  disgrace- 
fbl  to  the  nation,  contrary  to  public  opinion, 
and  subversive  al^e  of  the  rights  of  daves  and 
the  interests  of  free  oitizena.  That  period,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  will  have  arrived  as  soon 
as  the  facts  and  arguments  contained  in  such 
memorials  as  tlus  shall  obtain  a  dispasrionate^ 
oandid.  and  delibente  invesligBti<m. 

Ifr.  F.  sittd  that  he  wonld  desire  a  reference 
of  this  mieimnial  to  a  select  committee ;  but  as 
such  a  refiarenoe  had  been  already  formally 
reftieed  in  a  similar  case,  he  would  content 
himself  for  the  present  with  asking  that  it 
should  be  laid  np<m  the  table. 

Mr.  Dickson  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry citizena  of  Boohester,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  pr^ng  Confess  to  take  the  proper 
measures  for  abolishmg  slavery  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  which  he  moved  be  MA  on 


[a  B. 

the  table  and  printed,  together  with  the  names 
attached  to  the  same. 

Mr.  BouLDiiT  sud  that  he  had  not  supposed 
he  would  vote  for  the  printing  of  this  memo- 
rial until  he  heard  it  read.  But,  after  having 
heard  it  read,  he  should  vote  for  printing  it ; 
not  because  he  approved  of  the  presenting  of  it, 
or  of  the  ol^ect  of  it ;  nor  that  he  dissented 
from  the  general  proptwitions  about  liberty  and 
daTeryinlt;  bi^  Deoaose  he  wished  hisoonslit* 
nents  to  know  what  feelings  were  entertained 
by  their  Noithwn  brethren  (smne  of  than)  of 
slavery  and  sUveholderB,  and  the  means  of 
aboUslting  slavery. 

He  said  be  was  unwilling  to  draw  any  oom- 
parisons  between  the  country  be  had  the  honor 
m  part  to  represent,  and  any  other  portion  of 
the  Union ;  but  every  remark  about  slavery, 
daveholdera,  and  slave  markets,  made  in  tiiat 
memorial,  in  relation  to  this  District,  applied 
eaually  to  the  habits,  customs,  and  l^gal  rights, 
01  the  people  of  all  the  South.  Hewiuiedthem 
to  see  what  those  opinions  and  feelings  were ; 
and  therefore^  and  for  that  only,  he  ehoold  vote 
for  printing  the  memorial. 

Hr.  FnjjfOBS  said,  as  it  was  understood  Oiat 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia 
would  not  act  on  this  subject  at  the  present 
session,  it  was  certunly  due  to  the  petition«« 
that  the  motion  which  had  been  made  by  his 
colleague  (Hr.  Diokbon)  should  prevail.  It  was 
not  unreasonable  that  the  memorial  should  be 
printed,  and  preserved  among  the  documents 
of  the  House.  He  disavowed,  most  unequivo- 
cally, now  and  forever,  any  desire  on  his  part  to 
intenere  with  the  rights^  or  what  was  termed 
the  property,  of  the  citizens  of  other  States. 
While  he  did  this,  he  concevred  that,  as  a  citi- 
zen of  the  State  ot  New  York,  and  a  member 
of  this  House,  he  was  interested  in  the  cldm 
to  property  in  man  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. He  referred  to  the  effect  which  waa 
produced  in  the  North  by  the  advertisements 
m  the  papers  of  this  <ntj  connepted  with  the 
purchase  and  transportation  of  slaves.  The 
people  of  that  section  of  the  country  believed 
slavery  to  be  improper,  and  that  it  should  not 
be  tolerated.  This  was  a  great  national  queH- 
tion.  There  was  nothing  in  the  memorial  which 
should  prevent  its  being  printed  and  placed  on 
the  files  of  the  House,  for  fntnre  reftevnce. 
Whenever  petitions  should  be  presented  here 
from  the  stavehcdding  States,  o£  a  diflbroit 
tenor,  and  which  might  advocate  the  establish- 
ment or  continuance  of  slave  markets  In  this 
District  and  city,  if  they  could  sating  the  peo- 
ple of  other  seoUons  that  this  waa  proper,  he 
would  treat  their  petitions  with  reject  He 
was  willing  that  each  party  should  be  fully 
heard,  and  that  each  should  have  the  privilege 
of  spreading  their  views  before  the  people  gen- 
erally. 

Hr.  HoKnTLBT  r^[retted  that  this  discussion 
had  sprung  np.  He  thought  it  manifested  more 
zeal  ui&a  prudence.    He  inquired  if  the  print- 
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lug  wu  Intended  to  enlighten  the  HonM  or  the 
ooantry  t  It  wm  admitted  w  all  hands  that 
no  aotiui  was  to  take  place  vpon  thia  sa^ject 
at  thia  aemioa,  IJiat  being  the  ease,  what  ob- 
ject woold  be  attained  hj  printing  thia  memo- 
rial ?  He  contidered  It  one  of  the  moet  impu- 
dent memoriala  wliioh  had  ever  been  read  in 
thia  Hooae.  It  was  a  firebrand  from  one  of  the 
Northern  States,  which  had  been  thrown  into 
this  Uooae,  and  be  was,  for  one,  opposed  to 
nving  it  any  pnbltcity.  Be  denied  that  this 
Eonse  had  the  right  to  lay  their  hands  upon  his 
property,  let  him  live  where  he  might.  There 
was  no  ^irespect  intended  to  the  memorialists 
by  reftising  to  print  their  memoriaL  It  had 
been  racuved  by  the  House,  and  that,  he  ooa- 
tended,  was  snfficieot  Kothiog  more  ooght  to 
beexpected.  HeoaiednotwhwiwitliadooiDe 
from  a  mayor  d  a  dly  or  the  Presldoit  of  the 
United  States,  he  shonld  oppose  the  motiim  to 
print. 

Hr.  Pabkeb  was  at  a  loss,  he  said,  to  perceive 
bow  the  mere  reading  and  printing  of  the  me- 
morial ooold  prodnoe  unpleasant  fadings  in  that 
House  or  in  tne  nation  at  large ;  nor  was  it,  in 
his  (H>inion,  calculated  to  throw  a  firebrand 
into  tne  slaveholding  States.  It  appeared  to  him 
to  be  more  like  a  respectM  address  to  the 
House,  calling  upon  them  to  ezeroise  the  un- 
doubted privileges  conferred  upon  it  by  the 
oonstitation,  of  legislating  for  tne  District  of 
Odnmliia,  in  removing  what  the  petitioners 
onDndered  a  great  and  existing  grievance ;  and, 
if  it  was  intended  or  wished  to  prevent  any 
debate,  it  ooold  be  eamly  obviated  by  withdraw- 
ing the  question  of  reconsideration.  What  was 
the  state  of  the  solject ;  what  had  been  done 
heretofiH^ ;  and  how  did  the  matter  then  stand  t 
A  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country,  con- 
(idering  the  evil  a  national  one,  as  one  that 
ought  not  to  be  tolerated  by  a  free  people,  re- 
spectfully ask  that  House  to  take  measures  to 
redress  the  evil.  Petitions  of  this  nature  have 
bem  referred  ^to  the  o(»nmittee  intmsted  with 
tiie  management  of  the  aflidrs  of  the  IMstriet 
not  only  ue  preaent  session,  bat  the  last  and 
aevend  preceding  sessions.  Now,  the  prayer 
of  the  netitiooers  was  either  right  or  wrong, 
and  their  reasons  either  forcible  and  oonduuve, 
or  otherwise.  Let,  then,  the  Committee  on  tiie 
District  of  Oolumbia  make  a  report,  and  tell  ns 
what  they  think  ought  to  be  done,  laA  ^ve  us 
their  reasons,  so  that  the  House  might  judge 
of  the  question.  Ur.  P.  was  not  pKjjadiced 
one  way  or  the  other ;  but  he  thought  an  an- 
swer to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  should  be 
given,  for  it  was  neither  unlawful  nor  unright- 
eooB. 

Ur.  DioiuON  then  withdrew  that  part  of  the 
motion  propodng  to  |M4nt  the  names  of  tiie 
mbaeribers  to  the  memorial. 

Mr.  Clat  sidd  he  waa  eren  more  opposed  to 
the  printing  of  the  memorial  itself  tban  he  was 
to  printing  the  names  appended  to  it,  which  h« 
re^vded  as  amatter  of  little  oonseqnenoe  oom^ 
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pared  with  the  otiier.  He  waa  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  pnblioation  of  snch  a  docnioent 
In  spite  of  all  the  fidr  profesdons  heard  Uim 
opoa  the  snl^ect,  as  to  ai^  noitinterferenoe 
irith  the  rig^ta^  intarastii^  and  pruperty  of  the 
Southern  States,  or  any  ot^ier  property  of 
kind,  gentiemen  most  be  foigetfril  of  the  domes- 
tic pdicy  and  evei?  tiAog  else  coooeming  the 
peace  and  tranquility  of  those  States,  when 
they  ask  for  the  printing  and  publication  o(  a 
doonment  like  the  one  under  oonraderatiwi. 
Are  these  gentlemen  ignorant  that  the  minting 
and  pnbli^ing  of  docomenta  of  thi^kind,  in 
almost  all  the  Southern  States,  are  prohibited 
under  high  and  heavy  penalties  ?  And  would 
they  compel,  or  at  lesst  sanotiim,  tiie  pnblica- 
tioD  <tf  dooomeiito  by  Oooms^  for  doing  which, 
if  a  Boatimn  tribunal  ooud  Iqr  their  hands  up- 
on a  jninter  doing  the  same  <m  his  individnal 
respounbilify,  he  woold  be  treated  and  pannb- 
ed  as  a  eolpritf  Do  tiiey  call  this  non-inter- 
feroice  wnh  the  rights  ol  property,  where 
slarery  previdled  t  Gentlemen  n^it  disclum 
any  intention  of  interfering  with  uiis  subject ; 
but  when  he  heard  snoh  disclaimers  as  those 
made  by  the  gentieman  from  New  Tmrk,  cover- 
ed by  so  tiiin  a  veil  as  he  had  empk^ed,  Mr.  O. 
could  not  yield  his  assent  to  them.  The  gentle- 
man told  us  that  this  was  a  snlneet  be  had  no 
intention  of  interfering  with,  while  at  the  same 
time  be  called  it  a  great  national  qoesticai,  and, 
ecHueqaentiy,  one  uat  bu^^t  to  be  agitated  in 
that  House.  Was  it  not  a  subject  ssmnst  wliidi 
Soathem  people  shonld  decidemy  protest? 
And  was  it  not  one  catoulated  to  excite  Ae 
most  direfol  calamities  in  that  portkn  id  the 
Union  wheaioe  Mr.  0.  and  many  of  his  friends 
camel 

Mr.  0.  P.  Wmrx  moved  to  lay  the  uKrtioa 
to  reocmsider,  and  the  memcu^  itsd^  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Gholson  a^ealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Whitk,)  to  withdraw  fais  mo- 
tion ;  for  the  perale  oi  the  South  were  ywf 
anxious  to  know  the  feding  of  the  House  upon 
the  sabject,  and  he  hapei  to  see  it  ei^rened 
by  a  direct  vote. 

Mr.  0.  P.  Wbrk  said,  to  meet  the  views 
tiie  ^tieman  fliom  Virginia,  he  withdrew  tibe 
motion  to  lay  the  sobjeot  cm  the  table,  and 
moved  the  previoos  qnestion. 

The  second  to  the  previous  qnestion  and  the 
main  qoesticm  were  both  agreed  to,  withont  a 
division. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  reoMi^tdoing 
the  motion  to  print  the  memonal,  on  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered,  and  it  was  de- 
cided ss  follows — ^yeas  125,  nays  81. 

Mr.  Wui  said:  Althou^  I  have  my  feelings, 
my  pr^udioaa,  my  passions,  and  my  fixed  pnn- 
oiples  and  determination,  as  a  SOTthwn  man, 
on  this  sal;!^  7^  '  ^  discnss  it  witii- 
ont  ezdtemait.  I  rise  not,  sir,  to  throw,  as 
some  otiiuB  have  tlnrown,  a  firebrand  anK»gst 
ns.  I  ri»e  dmidy  to  state  to  my  constitoeDts, 
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and  the  oountry  at  large,  the  trae  state  ot  feel- 
ing, end  of  the  case  as  it  esdsts  here,  in  the 
Korth  and  in  the  Sonth. 

I  tnut  I  am  well  assnred  that  the  Represent- 
atives  on  tJiia  floor  from  the  North  do  not  wish 
or  design  to  interfere  with  onr  rights.  That 
they  merely  feel  bonnd  in  representative 
dn^  to  jweient  then  memorialfl,  so  dangerDns 
in  tn^  twdenoy,  and  inoendiaiy  in  their  ohar- 
aoter,  from  respect  to  a  few,  a  very  few  only, 
of  iheiir  constitnents,  oomparatiTely,  and  that 
they  do  not  act  from  their  own  impnJses. 

mr,  on  this  delicate  and  vitally  importanl 
snl^eot,  the  moderate,  considerate,  and  patriotic 
men  of  the  Soatli,  as  well  as  of  the  Korth,  have 
enemies  to  contend  with.  In  the  North  we 
have  a  few  mi^^ded  fanatics,  whose  zeal 
prompts  them  to  rash  blindly  into  the  most 
absard  extremes ;  and  in  the  South,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  it,  there  are  not  wanting  those  who  seize 
upon  evwy  pretext  to  inflame  the  public  mind 
on  the  snqeot  of  darery.  this  ^oate  sita- 
atien,  wbat  riioald  be  uie  eonne  of  tiie  Mends 
of  onr  ooontiy  and  onr  institntionsl  Why,  sir, 
the  friends  of  good  order,  of  the  constitntion, 
and-  (rf  the  existence  of  this  Bepnblic,  in  this 
Honse  or  ont  of  it,  in  the  North  or  in  tia  Sonth, 
mnst  nse  their  iuflaence  to  moderate  and  qnench 
these  spirits  of  both  extremes  of  fanaticism  and 
df  disorganization.  When  memorials  of  the 
character  of  this  now  asked  to  he  printed  are 
presented,  it  is  respectftU  oiongn,  I  dionld 
think,  to  the  memorialists,  to  receive  them; 
if  printed,  they  will  be  drcnlated  thronghont 
tlie  country,  to  fan  the  flames  of  the  zealots  on 
cne  ddc^  and  to  serve  as  fbod  fior  the  disozgan- 
ixem  on  "the  other.  We,  who  would  be  safe 
ud  seonre  in  the  blesrings  we  now  enjoy,  will, 
therefore,  smother  these  memorials  on  their 
first  jgewntatiMi.  I  am  willing,  sir,  to  treat 
aU  memorials,  no  matter  how  extravagant  or 
preposterons,  or  of  what  character,  with  re- 
spect, provided  they  are  from  a  respectable 
body  of  citizen^  decorous,  and  not  dimgerons 
in  tneir  tendencies.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  tolerate, 
much  less  give  oonseqnence  and  eclat  to  memo- 
rials and  petitions  which  strike  at  the  very 
foundations  of  the  social  compact  and  onr  civil 
iostitntions.  I  will  not  hear  tnem ;  I  desire  not 
to  see  them;  and  would  r^eot  them  at  once. 
With  what  sort  of  reapeet,  I  put  it  to  thegen- 
Ueman  from  the  western  pari  of  New  York, 
Qtr,  FnxHOBB,)  could  he  treat  an  incendiary 
who  should  respectfnlly  ask  him  to  permit  him 
to  ap^y  a  toron  to  his  dwelling  t  Would  he 
regard  him  as  a  sober-minded  neidibor  or  mad- 
man? as  a  fiend  or  Mendl  Sir,  I  was  sorr^  to 
hear  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentieman  from 
New  York.  He  says  that  the  people  of  the 
North  are  continntdly  shocked  by  advertise- 
ments of  slave-dealers  in  the  papers  of  this 
District.  I  am  sorry,  rir,  that  their  nerves  are 
80  delicate,  when  their  fathers  did  more  than 
any  other  people  of  the  colonies  to  establish 
slavery  amongst  ns.  And  I  (^>peal  to  Sonthem 
geutlonen  for  the  troth  <tf  Ihe  remarkable  fbot 
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that  the  emigrants  from  the  North  to  the  South, 
some  from  the  gentieman's  own  district,  per- 
haps, are  as  ready  to  become  meters  as  any 
who  are  hereditary  masters.  To  strengthen 
their  nerves  and  change  their  whole  principles 
and  opinions  on  the  subject,  they  have  but  to 
change  their  climes,  their  homes.  And  if  they 
choose  to  ramdn  at  home,  they  may  cease  to 
take  these  odious  papers.  Ii  slavny  were  abol- 
ished in  the  Distnct,  I  know  not  what  would 
restrain  the  press  still  from  pnblidiing  adver^e- 
ments.  And  if  the  papers  here  cease  to  pnblidi 
for  runaways  and  purchasers  of  slaves,  still  the 
gentieman  would  Jiave  to  cease  taking  the  pa- 
pers of  the  South,  or  to  silwce  them  too.  Sir, 
slavery  is  Interwoven  with  our  very  ^litioal 
existence,  is  guaranteed  by  our  Oonstitution,  and 
its  consequences  mnst  be  borae  with  by  onr 
Northern  bretiiren,  as  resulting  from  onr  sys- 
tem of  Oovernment:  and  they  cannot  attack 
the  institutions  of  slavery  without  attacldng 
tib«  institutitma  of  the  country,  our  safety  and 
welfare. 

Mr.  Abohkb  snd  he  oouridered  it  almost  as 
indiscreet  in  gentlemen  from  the  Sonth  or  slave- 
holding  States  to  discuss  this  question,  as  it  was 
for  the  BefO'esentatives  from  the  North  to  in- 
troduce it.  He  would  add  nothing  to  this  re- 
mark, but  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sul^ect  on 
the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the 
motion  on  the  table,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
cided in  the  ^Srmative— ayes  189,  noes  68. 

WriUnff$  o/  WuMnffton, 
Ur.  Wm,  from  the  ctonmittee  on  the  subject, 
reported  the  fidlowlng  joint  resolution : 

Be  it  naolvad  by  the  Bmate  and  Route  of  Bepre- 
tentativti  of  the  United  Statea  of  America  in.  Con^ 

rl  oismwa^  niat  tiie  Secretary  of  State  be,  and 
is  hne^,  anttMibed  to  poidiflse  v&  BumU, 
Odiome  h  Co.,  one  thousand  coptee  of  the  writings 
of  Qeoienl  George  Waahington,  now  being  edit^ 
by  Jared  Spuks,  provided  l£st  the  said  woika  shall 
Dot  coat  more  than  tiiree  dollars  per  volume.  And 
the  Secretary  of  State  dull  cause  to  be  distributed  a 
copy  of  the  BBme  to  each  member  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, to  each  Oovemor  of  the  States,  for  the  use  of 
the  ^ate  libraries,  to  each  xiniYereity  and  college  of 
the  United  States,  uid  to  the  pablic  librariea  in  for- 
eign countries,  whose  Governments  have  made  pres- 
ents of  valuable  books  to  the  library  of  Congress, 
and  that  the  purchase  money  of  tlie  same  be,  and  is 
hereby,  appn^niated  oat  of  any  money  in  the  treas- 
nry  not  otherwise  ^qtropriated  by  law. 

The  reacdntitm  was  read  twice,  and  Ur.  Wm 
moved  to  oomnut  it  to  the  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole. 

Hr.  SuTE,  of  Uaine,  said  he  hoped  tiie  Honse 
would  dispose  of  the  resolution  now.  Ev^ 
gentieman  most  be  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
knowing  when  a  resolution  of  titis  description 
will  be  taken  up  in  the  haste  of  proceedings  at 
the  close  of  a  aesdon.  It  is  impoertble  fac  mose 
Of^Msed  to  kem>  watoh  of  Its  progress,  and  it 
may  pass  from  its  not  bong  obserred,  when  it 
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would  not  nnder  other  circamHtuiceB.  Sir,  I 
am  opposed  to  it.  It  miut  be  known  to  the 
Hoose  that,  mider  two  resolntioDS  of  Uiis  Honse 
passed  at  the  last  session  oi  tta  present  Oon- 
gress,  more  than  $41,000  have  heen  expended 
for  books  for  the  members  of  this  Hoose.  This 
appears  from  the  pablished  acconnt  rendered 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoose.  This,  sir,  onght 
to  saffice  for  one  Congress.  I  regret  to  baj 
that  I  voted  at  the  last  aesnon  for  one  of  the 
resolotiona  to  which  I  now  aUnde,  while  it  vas 
faaang  a  preUniinarT'  stage.  But,  air,  if  Uwre 
IB  one  Tote  of  all  the  votes  I  have  ever  given, 
that  I  dee^  to  blot  oat  more  than  all  the  refit, 
it  is  that  vote.  That  the  books  now  offered  are 
valoahle,  I  do  not  donbt.  Tliat  they  are  dear- 
able,  is  also  troe.  I  would,  sir,  that  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  nation  had  a  copy  of  them.  Bat 
I  do  not  think  we  are  Jostifled  in  voting  these 
books  for  oor  private  libraries,  nor  even  to  re- 
oompense  those  who  have  generously  oontrib- 
nted  to  the  poblio  library  of  Congress.  They 
do  not  relate  to  the  legialation  of  the  conntry. 
They  appertuUi  to  the  ^neral  histoir  of  the 
nation.  Those  who  desire  them  ahonld  obtain 
them  at  their  indlvidaat  expense. 

Mr.  Wise,  who  fkirther  expluned,  adverted 
to  tiie  heavy  expense  of  the  poblishers,  and  the 
patronage  which  had  been  extended  to  other 
works  bjaving  weaker  clums.  The  resolntion 
went  to  limit  the  price.  Three  volumes  had 
been  already  pobltshed,  and  it  was  expected 
the  work  woold  extend  to  twelve  volomes.  He 
hoped  the  Hoose  woold  not  consent  to  the  mo- 
tion he  was  now  pledged  to  make.  He  liiere- 
npon  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
npon  it  By  permiasioo,  be  replied,  in  answ^ 
to  a  query  wnether  these  writings  were  not 
those  the  MSS.  of  which  had  been  already 
purohased  by  Congress,  that  Uiey  were,  though 
the  whole  was  not  to  he  pabUsbed.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  thm  taken,  and  stood— yeas  141, 
i^s  4S.  Bo  the  resdntim  was  Ud  apcm  the 


TamroAT,  February  St6. 

Frmeh  Relationt. 

The  Sfxikbb  then  laid  befbre  the  Hoose  tiie 
following  Uessage  fnnn  the  Pleddent  of  the 
Unitedaatea: 

I  tranamit  to  CongceaB  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  copies  of  all  the  letters  recdved  from  Hr. 
Livint^sttm  sinoe  the  message  to  the  House  of  Bep  re- 
Bent*  tirea  of  the  Ath  instant,  of  the  uutractiiHiB  gives 
to  that  minister ;  and  of  all  the  late  oorreepooaeooe 
with  the  Frakch  Government,  in  Paris  or  in  Washing* 
too,  except  a  note  of  M.  Senuier,  whidi,  for  reasooa 
statied  in  the  report  is  not  now  aunmunicated. 

It  will  be  seen  that  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
instnict  Hr.  Livingstou  to  quit  France,  with  his 
legion,  and  return  to  the  United  States,  if  an  appro- 
priation for  Ae  ftilfilment  of  the  convention  diaU  hb 
leAissd  by  the  Chambera. 


Tlie  saljeet  btiw  wnr,  in  all  its  pnaest  aspect, 
befinfe  Oo^pres^  nose  iMit  it  Is  to  decide  wiiak 
measnres  are  to  be  pnteued  in  that  event,  I  deem  U 
voneoeflsaiv  to  make  fnrtbsr  recwnmendation,  being 
oooftdent  that,  on  their  part,  every  ifafaw  will  be  dose 
to  mainlwii  die  ilgbis  and  honor  of  the  oomtry, 
which  the  occaaton  regolrea. 

AKDBEW  JACKSON. 

WASHUWros,  FA.  S5, 1S86. 

The  reading  of  the  Message  and  documents 
having  been  begun  and  oonduded,  being  heard 
with  profound  attention, 

Mr,  Cahbbklbno,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affurs,  presented  the  following 
resolutioojEL  by  the  wifdi,  as  he  stated,  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  that  committee,  and 
moved  that  they  t>e  printed ;  without,  however, 
any  wiah  that  they  ahoold  be  orandwed  to- 
di^. 

Rtfclved,  That  it  wodld  be  inoompatiUe  with  the 
lights  and  honor  of  the  United  Sutes  farther  to 
negotiate  b  relation  to  the  treaty  mtered  into  by 
Fnmoe,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1B4I ;  and  that  tins 
House  will  insiBt  npon  its  executioo,  aa  ratified  by 
both  Governments. 

Rttolved,  That  the  Committee  cm  Ftweien  Attaa 
be  disdiaiged  frmn  the  Anther  eonridentiaa  of  ao 
Diudi  t£  the  Frerident^  Meessge  as  rt^ates  to 
merdal  restrictions,  or  to  reprisals,  on  the  conmeroe 
of  France. 

Retolved,  That  preparations  oegfat  to  be  made  to 
meet  any  emergency  growing  out  of  onr  iciaitkos 

withFranoe. 

Mr.  EvKBKTT,  of  MasBaohosetts,  rose  to  in- 
quire in  what  form  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, with  the  aooompanying  aocnmentB,  had 
been  disposed  of. 

Being  informed  by  the  Chair  that  tliey  had 
not  yet  been  disposed  of  in  any  fiHin, 

He  moved  that  ^er  be  refaned  to  the  Ckini- 
mittee  on  FOr^gn  AflUrs.  He  said  tha^  wboa 
the  resolutions  moved  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York  (Mr.  Cambbblkto)  were 
read,  he  understood  t^em  as  having  been  offered 
by  that  gentleman  in  his  private  capacity  as  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  not  as  a  reeoiati<a 
of  the  oomndttee ;  for  he  bdieved  the  oomnit- 
tee  had  not  been  called  together. 

Mr.  CucBBKUBRG  expressedhishime  that  the 
gentlemaD  from  Massaohusetts  woold  withdraw 
his  motion  for  reference  of  the  Message  and 
pap«v.  The  gentleman  would  observe^  that 
one  of  the  resoTntions  was  t<x  the  diaoharge  of 
the  committee  from  the  farther  eonnderatum 
of  the  sulijeoLtiiat  it  ml^t  be  in  the  heads  of 
the  House.  He  had  moved  Uie  rescdiitkMis^  as 
he  had  stated  on  presontiDK  them^  by  the  wish 
of  a  m^<»ity  of  the  members  oomporitig  the 
committee,  and  not  as  a  measore  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  the 
following  resointions^  by  way  of  amendment  to 
the  resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  CAMBaBLx^ia : 

1.  Baolvtd,  That  the  r^hts  <rfthe  dtiiens  of  the 
United  States  to  indemnity  from  the  Government  of 
f^a&oe,  stipnlated  by  the  treaty  eondnded  at  ^ris 
on  Ae  4th  of  Jnl^,  18S1,  oi^  In  ao  ersnt  to  be 
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Bacriflced,  abandoned,  or  imp^red,  by  any  conwnt  or 
acquiescence  of  the  Goremment  of  the  Ui^ted  States. 

2.  Retolved,  That  ^  it  be,  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Pmident  of  the  United  States,  compatible  vith  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  daring  the 
interval  until  tbe  nent  Hldon  of  Congren,  to  Teamne 
the  negotiations  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  he  be  reqnested  w  to  do. 

8.  Jletolwed,  That  no  legiaUtire  meaaore  of<a 
hostile  character  ot  tendeu^  towards  the  French 
nation  is  neceasaiy  or  expedient  at  this  time. 

Mr.  OAMBBXUtva  moved  to  postpone  flie  Air* 
fher  oonsider^ioa  (tf  the  whole  sat^eet  until 
to-morrow. 


I^miT,  Vtltinaxj  27. 
Belation$  in£&  SVamce. 

Mr.  Oambbelkko,  flrom  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  delations,  made  the  following  report : 
*'  Committee  tm  Foreign  Ai&ira,  to  which  was 
referred  so  math  U  the  Frendent's  Kessage  as  con- 
cerns oar  political  relations  with  IVanoe,  and  the 
oorteapcHidence  between  tbe  nunisters  of  the  two 
GoTemmenta,  sotHnits  the  following  report: 

"  At  an  early  period  of  the  session  the  committee 
took  into  consideration  the  qaestion  of  authorizing 
reprisals,  and  continued  from  time  to  time  to  discuss 
various  motions  and  resolutions,  submitted  by  its 
different  members.   They  could,  however,  concur 
hi  no  propositioa ;  and.  In  that  eonditiim,  a  m^ority 
deemed  it  expedient  to  poe^ione  their  decision  tiU 
finder  intelligence  should  be  reoeired  from  France. 
The  comnuttee  bad,  -^ithin  tiie  week  past,  twice 
instructed  its  chairman  to  report  resolutions,  but  tite 
arrival  of  additional  intdligence  caused  a  suspension 
of  these  reports  until  an  ofBicial  commoni cation  should 
be  received  from  the  Execottrs.   nut  oommuni  ca- 
tion places  the  rdation  betwem  the  two  oountriea 
in  a  novel  and  Interesting  podtioo.   While  there 
is  satis&ctory  evidence  that  die  French  Government 
etunestiy  deairefl  that  the  iqtpropriation  for  indem- 
nity should  be  made  In  pursuance  of  the  stipulations 
of  the  treaty,  and  while  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  will  adopt  that  measure, 
and  futhfully  dischaj^  tbe  obligatioas  of  Fhmoe  to 
the  United  States,  it  \b,  on  the  other  hand,  to  be 
feared  that  tbe  conduct  of  that  Government  has  placed 
us  in  a  position  at  least  embarrassing,  even  diould  it 
not  produce  an  entire  suspenmon  of  diplomatic  inter- 
course between  the  two  nations.  Inthisnewpoiatiim 
f^our  relations,  it  Is  deemed  expedient  to  dispense 
witii  fiirfiier  discnssion  on  tbe  mgect  of  oon-into^ 
course  with  and  reprisals  on  the  commerce  of  France, 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee  had  been 
directed,  and  to  leave  the  queetioD  of  our  political 
relations  with  that  Govenunent  to  the  next  Congresg, 
whose  action  will,  no  doubt,  be  governed  by  tbe 
course  wMch  France  may  deem  it  expedient  to 
pnmue.   We  are  not  yet  informed  what  may  have 
beoidie  dedsionof  the  Eing(tf  tbe  iVench  as  to  the 
diandBsal  of  onr  minister,  nor  can  we  coi^ecture 
what  may  be  the  state  of  tbe  appropriation  in  tbe 
Chnnber  of  Deputies. 

"While  tbe  committee  la  unwilling  to  antidpate 
any  but  an  amicable  and  favorable  result  in  both 
ewes,  it  most  be  recollected  that  the  King  and 
Chnnber  majdedde  adrenalyto  tlie  intcwti  nd 


[H.  or  B. 

harmony  of  tiie  two  nations.  Such  a  decision  on 
the  part  of  France,  however  it  may  be  regretted  by 
the  people  of  both  countries,  who  have  great  and 

Kiwing  interests,  commercial  and  politictu,  to  cher* 
,  may  lead  to  a  result  upon  which  ibe  committee- 
wbile  in  doubt,  and  while  a  hope  remains,  will  not 

committee  Is  therefore  of  the  ot^on  that, 
at  such  a  erius,  when  events  may  occur  which  cannot 
be  anticipiUed,  and  which  may  lead  to  important 
consequences  in  our  extenial  relations,  it  would  not 
disdurge  its  duty  to  tbe  country  if  it  did  not  express 
a  &in  resolution  to  Insist  on  tbe  fiUl  execotion  of 
the  treaty  of  1881^  and  if  it  did  not  recommend  to 
the  House  a  contmgent  preparation  for  any  emer- 
gency whldi  may  grow  out  of  our  relations  with 
FVaooe  previous  to  the  next  meeting  of  Congress. 
It  b  a  gratifying  droumstance  that  our  means  are 
adequate  to  meet  any  exigency  without  recoorse 
to  loans  or  taxes.  The  Ull  now  before  the  House 
authoridng  the  sale  of  our  stock  in  tbe  Bank  t/[  the 
United  8t)Ses  would,  if  adopted,  afford  all  the  revenue 
necessary.  The  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the 
whole,  or  a  part,  of  the  fund  to  be  derived  from  tliat 
source  shomd  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
anning  our  fortifications,  and  for  making  other 
military  and  naval  preparations  for  the  defence  of 
tbe  country,  case  socn  expenditures  should  becwne 
necessary  before  the  next  meetiw  of  Congress. 

"The  eonmdttee  therefore  aounita  the  folloiring 
resdutions  for  the  condderation  of  tbe  House : 

"Retolvod,  That  it  would  be  incompatiUe  with 
the  ri^ts  and  honor  of  the  United  States  f\irtfaer  to 
negotiate  in  relation  to  the  treaty  entered  into  by 
France  on  the  Itb  <^  July,  1S81,  and  that  this  House 
wQI  Inast  npon  its  execotion,  as  ratified  1^  both 
GovemmratB. 

"  Stsolved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  F<»«i^  Afbirs 
be  ^scharged  from  the  f\irtber  conmderation  of  so 
much  of  the  Fieeidait's  Message  as  relates  to  com- 
mercial restrictions,  or  reialsus,  on  the  commerce 
of  Ftanoe. 

"jBuoIved^  That  contingent  preparations  on^tto 
be  made  to  meet  any  emeigency  growing  oat  m  our 
rdationa  with  France.*' 

Hr.  Edwakd  Etbbbtt  asked  permissiou  of 
the  House  to  submit  tbo  views  of^the  minority 
of  the  committee  in  a  report.  As  it  was  some- 
what long,  he  would  not  call  for  its  reading  at 
tliis  time.  The  minority  did  not,  he  sud, 
essentially  differ  in  their  views  of  the  sabject 
from  tbe  maiority ;  hot  on  one  or  two  points 
they  did  not  folly  oonenr  witii  the  minority,  and 
thOT  had  tiiooght  it  proper  to  take  a  more  full 
aaa  histtnical  new  of  Hie  sabjeot  than  had  been 
taken  by  the  m^rity. 

Mr.  Oaubrblenq  expluned,  that  when  he 
remarked  yesterday  that  he  had  never  heard  of 
a  report  on  the  part  of  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  had  not  the  least  idea  that  the  p^r 
now  presented  was  the  one  referred  to.  Before 
tbe  late  intelligence  was  received  it  was  proposed 
in  the  committee  to  move  the  printing  of  diis 
document,  hnt  it  was  deferred  at  the  time,  and 
he  thought  the  projiosition  bad  been  dismissed. 
He  add^  that  the  report  bad  not  been  read  by 
one  of  l^e  ax  members  who  formed  a  m^ority 

the  oommittee. 
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Ur.  J.  Q.  Adamb  askod  whether  the  nport 
d  the  minoritj  oondaded  with  sdt  rewlnmuu. 
Hr.  £.  Etkbitt  replied  that  it  did  not 
Kr,  J,  Q.  Aduu  uid  he  wonld  now  prmiow 
tiie  rea(ri.ttttons  which  be  ient  to  the  Onalr 
jeeterdaj. 

ICr.  Abohu  moved  that  the  report  and  reao- 
Intiona  be  referred  to  the  Cknunittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  be  made 
the  order  of  the  dar  for  this  daj. 

The  Spuxkb  said  it  would  make  no  ^ffer- 
eooe  which  day  was  assigned,  as  the  eatnect 
woold  take  its  regular  station  in  tiie  caleadar, 
and  oould  not  he  reached  bat  hy  poatpfHiiag 
all  the  (Hrdera  preceding  it. 


Batdhut,  Febmaty  28. 

Selation*  teith  Prane*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBnitjniQ,  the  Hoose 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Mabov,  of  Vir^nia,  in  the 
chair,)  and  the  committee  proceeded  to  consider 
the  following  resolutions,  which  wm  read: 

"Amo^vkJ;  Thst  it  would  be  inoompatible  with 
the  rights  and  hoitcw  of  the  United  States,  Airtber 
to  D^otiate  in  relation  to  the  trestf  entered  into  bj 
France  on  the  4th  irf  JiUy,  1881,  and  that  this  House 
will  inaiBt  upon  its  exeoitien,  as  ratifled  both 
Oovenunents. 

"JtttolvMi,  That  the  Ootnmittee  on  Foreign  A&in 
be  discharged  from  the  ftirtber  eonddaranw  of  so 
much  of  the  President^  Message  as  rdates  to  CUB* 
merdal  restrictlooa^  or  to  repriaak,  an  the  cwMneiee 
of  Fnmoe. 

"JSetolved,  Tbst  contingent  preparitioii  ought 
to  be  made  to  meet  any  emeigenoy  growing  out  of 
our  relation!  with  Fraooe.'* 

The  following  reaolntions,  offered  br  Vi. 
Adams,  of  Massaohnsetta,  as  a  snttstitnte  for  the 
above  resolnUons,  were  also  read : 

"l.  AmIvwI;  That  the  rifffats  of  the  dtbeuitf  the 
United  States  to  indemnity  from  the  GoTenunent  of 
France,  stipulated  by  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1881,  ought  in  no  erent  to  be 
sacrificed,  abandoned,  or  hatred,  by  any  consent 
or  aeqdeeeenoe  of  the  OoTemment  of  thie  United 
States. 

Haolved,  That  if  it  be.  In  the  odnionof  the 
Fteadent  of  the  United  Statea,  eompatUile  with  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  Stately  dwdng  the 
interral  until  the  next  seflBwn  of  Oongress,  to  reeume 
the  ue^tiatious  between  the  Uiutednatea  and 
France,  tie  be  requested  bo  to  do. 

"8.  Retolittd,  That  no  legislative  measure  of  a 
hostile  character  or  tendency  towards  the  ftench 
natitm  Is  neoeawry  or  ezpediaii  at  this  time." 


MoHDAT,  March  2. 

BelationM  wt&  Franu. 

An  extensive  debate  on  this  subject  ooonrred, 
in  which  Messrs.  OAMBBaLXKo,  J.  Q.  Adahb, 
Awn—,  PioKXHB,  BoDLDDT,  BiAeiai  OonusB, 


[Hascb,  163S. 

E.  ETnorr,  Axunr  of  Oluo,  BnnnT,  and  otheza 
took  apart 

Mr.  BtHsunsoH,  of  Vuvinia,  was  not  onlj  in 
fitTor  of  a  peMefhl  aohition  of  onr  difficmties 
with  Franoe,  bat  believed  sooh  a  stdnUoD 
oertain  and  inevitable,  if  not  preveoted  by  onr 
own  oandnct,  and  he  presented  the  three  f(d- 
lowing  resdntions  aa  embodyiiw  hia  oja&ioin  of 
flie  jHx^w  oonne  to  be  ponmea : 

Rttolvtdt  Thst  this  Hoose  regards  the  treaty  of 
July,  1881,  between  the  United  States  and  Vnmet, 
as  a^nsti&g,  in  a  qdiit  of  smtoal  eooosuMii,  tbe 
differences  so  long  unhappQy  snMsthig  between  the 
two  countries. 

Btaolved,  That  there  Is  satls&ctory  eridenoe  that 
the  Frradi  GoTonmeat  earnestly  desres  tlut  tbe 
appropriatkm  (or  tadeanrity  should  be  made,  in  psr- 
ioaiiee  of  the  st^slaHoiis  the  tna^,  asd  teason 
to  hope  that  tbe  Chamber  of  Depotiea  will  adopt  tint 
measure,  and  CuthiuUy  discbatgs  tin  obKgutiMs  of 
IVanoe  to  the  United  States. 

JUtoioed,  then/ors.  That  the  Committee  ^  Foi^ 
eign  AiUrs  be  dischamd  frun  the  further  conader- 
atioD  ai  aa  modi  of  the  Frc»dait*8  Mesasge  h 
relates  to  ennmerdal  restrictions,  or  reprisals,  vpoa 
the  oommooe  of  France. 

Mr.  GosHAH  was  in  favor  of  the  amokdment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Yirgwia.  1^- 
Ajsohib,)  He  tnooght  it »  very  pn^r  resola- 
tion  tar  the  oooaaiMk ;  bat  he  rose  rinqily  to 
enter  bis  decnded  protest  agaiuatthe  views  con- 
tained in  Uie  speech  wUdh  the  gentteman  Iiad 
delivered  in  favor  of  his  amendment.  He  was 
ntterly  opposed  to  the  speech ;  bnt  wonld  vote 
for  tiM  resolntion.    «  • 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Wathotoh^s 
motion  to  lay  the  whole  snbject  on  the  table 
—yeas  48,  nays  168. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  quesUon  then  reoorring  onthesobsthnte 
adopted  by  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  then  wdcffod  and  taken,  when  the  reeolo- 
tion  waa  adc^ted  ananimon^. 

Tbe  following  leadntionB  were  then  also 
onanimonaly  adopted : 

JltaolDtd,  That  the  Committee  on  Fordgn  AfUn 
be  ^schHged  frmn  the  ftwtber  cmsidention  of  eo 
much  of  the  Preaklent^j  Message  as  relates  to  com- 
mercial restrictions,  or  to  reprisals,  on  theoommetee 
(^France. 

RMoived,  That  prqiaiation  oogfat  to  be  nude  to 
meet  any  emergoicy  gmwing  oat  of  onr  reUliooi 
withhanoe. 


TuiBDAT,  March  8. 
By  nnanimons  consent  of  the  House,  Messrs. 
Olat,  Mobbs  Mason,  and  Wildk,  were  permit- 
ted to  record  their  votes  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adahs's 
resolntion,  as  modified  at  the  Bt^ggeation  of  Mr. 
OAMBBKUKa,  <MX  the  sal^jeot  at  ibe  IVench 
treatr. 

Farti/kaHtnBOL 
The  Honse  took  np  the  fortifioatSon  bil^  and 
the  qnesti<«i  being  on  eonoarriag  with  an 
amendment  made  m  oommittee,  pnyotf^y  the 
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sppropri&tioD  of  three  miUions  of  doUarB,  to  he 
expended,  in  whole  or  in  part,  nnder  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
increasing  the  military  and  naval  serrice,  iu- 
clading  ordnance,  fortiScations,  and  increase  of 
the  navy,  if^  in  his  opinion^  the  state  cf  the 
coon  try  shall  require  it, 

Ur.  Hkisteb  aemanaed  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted 
as  follows — ^yeas  107,  nays  76. 

Cfeneral  Appropriatum  BiU—Mini$ter  to  Eng- 
land. 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  then  taken 
up. 

Mr.  Pole  moved  to  concnr  with  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  in  the  amendments. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to 
the  Impropriation  for  the  salary  <xf  a  miniator  to 
Great  Britain,  was  read. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Ad  AW  said  this  amendment  pro- 
posed to  iotrodiice  a  new  principle.  The  Pred- 
aent  had  heretofore  uniformly  mpdnted  foreign 
niiaiaters  of  alt  grades,  when  he  deemed  snoh 
appointment  necessary.  This  was  a  most  im- 
portant and  necessary  power  reserved  to  him 
under  the  constitution.  The  amendment  was 
an  assumption,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  a 
minister  should  not  be  appointed  without- the 
consent  of  that  body.  This,  if  adopted,  would 
be  one  of  the  most  pernicious  alterations  which 
the  constitution  could  endure.  It  was  one 
among  other  instances  of  an  attempt  to  alter 
the  oonstitation  in  an  impropriation  bill.  If  this 
principle  should  be  adoiiteHl,  we  should  have 
other  amendmenta  of  constitntion  intro- 
duoed  in  a  similar  way,  utd  the  PresidMit  might 
be  compelled,  in  consequence,  to  veto  the  general 
appropriation  bill.  Itwaa  incumbent  upon  the 
Hoose  to  prevent  any  encroachments  of  the 
Executive  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  Senate. 
In  like  manner,  the  House  was  bound  to  resist 
the  encroachments  of  the  Senate  upon  the  con- 
stitutional powers  of  the  Executive.  It  was 
also  the  province  of  the  Senate  to  check  and 
control  the  action  of  this  House,  which  was  quite 
as  likely  as  the  other  branch,  he  would  not  say 
now,  but  in  other  times,  to  infringe  upon  the 
Jnst  rights  of  the  Executive.  The  oonstitntirai 
provl^  three  powers,  who  were  to  co-opwate 
together  in  the  management  of  the  pnUio  afiUrs. 
They  formed  chedca  apon  each  other,  and  were 
80  constituted  that  when  one  of  the  three  at- 
tempted to  transcend  its  eonstitntifmal  sphere, 
the  other  two  would  interfere  to  prevent  it. 

In  conclusion,  Mr,  A.  sud  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  proposed  to  introdace  a 
prjncipie  which  was  contrary  to  the  practice 
of  the  Government  from  its  commencement. 
Every  President,  &om  Washington  down,  had 
porsaed  a  di^rent  practice  from  that  proposed 
in  the  amendment.  It  was  true,  the  Senate 
did  not  assume  directly  to  declare  tbat  a  minister 
should  not  be  amwinted  by  the  Krendent,  unless 
previously  Qcumrmed  by  that  bod^ :  but  the 
means  of  sndi  appointment  were  withheld,  and 


[H.  or  B. 

the  Senate  had  determined  not  to  pay  a  minister 
unless  appointed  according  to  the  terms  of  their 
proviso.  He  hoped  the  House  wonld  ^sagree 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BjiBKiNOBB  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  ibonld  vote 
against  it.  He  believed  the  Prerident'had  the 
power  of  appointment  dmring  a  recess,  where  a 
vacancy  occurred  in  that  recess,  and  he  held  that 
it  made  little  difference  whether  he  were  a 
charge  or  a  minister.  The  President  might 
equally  take  upon  himself  to  increase  the  pay, 
or  to  appoint  a  minister  plenipotentiary  instead 
of  a  cba^S,  or  vice  verta,  during  the  recess. 
Mx.  B.  did  not  concnr  with  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  in  bis  reasoning, 
although  he  said  he  should  concnr  with  him  in 
the  vote  he  intended  to  pve.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
denied  the  right  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  upon  former  practice  or  precedent,  to 
appoint  a  minister  during  the  recess  when  the 
vacancy  ori^ated,  or  existed  during  the  session 
of  ib»  Saut^and  the  Preddent  might  have 
nominated.  He  was  aware  that  tt  was  a  con- 
tested question,  as  long  ago  as  under  the  first 
administration  of  this  Government.  But  one 
practice  had  been  generally  recognized,  that  of 
consulting  with  the  Senate  whether  they  would 
agree  to  institute  diplomatic  relations  with  any 
country.  It  was  so  during  the  administrations 
of  Wa^ington  and  the  elder  Adams,  even  down 
to  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  President 
never  presumed,  until  after  the  administration 
of  the  last,  to  open  diplomatic  relations  with 
a  country  withont  first  advising  with  the  Senate. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  should  vote  for  the  appropriation. 
The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
resulted  as  follows — yeas  114,  nays  48. 

So  the  House  concurred  with  the  amendment 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  disagreed 
to  the  Senate^s  amendment. 

JFbrtification  Sill. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain 
fortifications  already  oommenoed,  was  taken 
up. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  approjiriating 
$75,000  for  the  repair  of  the  fortifications  in 
Boston  hu>bor  was  read. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  to  this 
item,  adopted  in  committee,  mprmriating  |Si,- 
000,000,  to  be  expended  by  Uie  Prendent,  ui 
the  recess  of  Congress,  if  he  should  deem  it 
expedient,  for  tiie  military  and  naval  service, 
including  fortifications,  ordnance,  &c. 

Mr,  atiBtsB  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  109,  nays 
77. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
was  then  concurred  in. 

J^anh  to  th4  J^eaktr. 

Ur.  £.  Whittlbbet  snlHoitted  the  fdlowing 
resolntion,  whioh  was  nnanhnonsly  agreed  to : 


7%ania  10  du  Speaker. 
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JtMolvad,  Thit  th«  thuki  of  tfak  HoiHe  ba  pn- 
iented  to  the  honorable  JoH>  Bill,  for  the  aUe, 
tmpHtul,  and  disnifled  uaacr  la  utMi  he  Tm 
aided  ojee  in  deUbentiou,  end  perfbrmd  the 
■rdooDa  and  Impinieiit  dntlee  of  the  Cbidr. 

Ihr^fieati^m  BiO. 

A  mewage  was  here  received  from  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  Speaker  having  resumed  tiie  chur, 
the  HooM  tooK  np  the  ameodment  to  the  forti- 
ficatioD  bill,  appropriatiDg  |8jOO0,0OO,  and  the 
resolution  of  uie  Senate  Uiat  it  would  innst  on 
ito  disagreement 

Ur.  Gholboh  expressed  a  fervent  hope  that 
the  House  would  recede  from  its  amendment 
He  was  oonsoions  that  no  man,  woman,  or  child, 
tu  the  United  States,  who  had  nj  intdlfgeooe 
<tf  the  matter,  serioosly  beUeved  that  Iranoe 
would  declare  war  against  this  conntry.  The  ap- 
propriation was,  therefore,  mmecessarr,  and  tne 
Boose  might  with  propriety  abandon  the  amend- 
ment  He  moved  that  the  Boase  do  recede. 

Kr.  HoKxmrAN  moved  the  previoos  qnestion ; 
which  was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  then  pnt  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Ur.  Ghouon  to  recede  from  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  appropriating  $8,000,000  for 
the  support  of  fortification— yeas  87,  nays  110. 

Bo  ue  House  refosod  to  recede  from  its 
amendmrat 

BranehM  ^  (A«  Jftnf. 

Tlie  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  branches 
of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  was  read  a 
tlurd  time  and  passed,— yeas  116,  0171 00. 

A  message  to  the  following  effect  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  anendmmt  of  the  House  to  the  bill  makiag 
m)ro[ffiationB  for  certain  fortifications,  appro- 
fouting  three  nulUnu  d  dollars,  Ao. 

Hr.  GiKBBXLXiro  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
here to  the  amendment 

Ur.  Ubboib  moved  that  the  House  recede 
from  the  amendment ;  which  motion,  he  said, 
was  first  in  order. 

Ur.  Polk  said  the  motion  to  adhere  had 
priority  to  the  other. 

The  Chaib  decided  that  the  question  must  be 
first  taken  on  the  motion  to  recede. 

Ur.  A.  H.  Bhkppbbd  siud,  if  the  House  ad- 
hered, there  could  be  no  farther  intercourse 
with  the  Senate  on  the  aal^ect  If  it  was  in 
order,  he  would  move  that  the  House  insist,  and 
ask  a  conference  with  the  Senate. 

Ur.  LnxB  objected  entirdy^he  a^d,  to  any 
oonoiliatory  proposition.  The  ^nse  had  gone 
as  fhr  as  prudence  and  patriotism  would  Justify 
them  in  going  to  MnciHate  the  Senate.  The 
only  question  was,  where  the  responsibility  of 
the  loss  of  the  bill  sboald  lodge.  Let  it  be 
with  that  body  which  is  determined  to  act,  not 
only  against  the  spirit  of  the  executive  recom- 
mendation, but  against  this  House  as  the  Bep- 


resentatives  of  the  Mople.  This  body,  which 
was  intimately  oonnebted  with  the  people,  and 
might  be  supposed  to  represmt  their  sentimHitB, 
had  nnanfanonaly  agreea  to  a  declaration  whidi 
would  honor  and  diatingniBh  this  Honae  in  aD 
time.  We  htm  (sMd  Ur.  L.)  gone  ftizQier,  and 
put  the  seal  on  onr  profeaaioos  by  making  an 
appropriation  of  three  millious.  Let  the  other 
body  now  take  the  responsibility  of  defeadng 
it;  that  body  which  was  already  groaning 
nnder  the  weoght  of  a  respcHuibility  which  it 
cannot  mudi  longer  sustain. 

[Order  I  order  I  was  Tocifbrated  from  evoy 
part  of  the  HonseJ 

Ur.  Lttis.  WbAt  an  the  ezoqrfioiiabte 
words! 

Ur.  UnoEB.    I  will  repeat  them.  The 
tlemaa  says,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
roanicg  under  the  weight,  ^ 
Ur.  Lttu.  I  said  no  Ruoh thing.  Xnidthe 
other  body. 

Ur.  Ueboib  iq>peBled  to  the  Ohair  to  deride 
whether  the  woras  were  in  order. 

The  Obaib  decided  that  the  gentleman  was 
not  in  order  in  alluding  to  the  prooeedings  of 
the  "  other  body." 

Ur.  Lttu.  I  -have  heard  the  aQosiim  made 
here  a  thousand  timM,  withoqt  intemptitm 
from  the  Gludr  or  the  House. 

The  Ohaib.  The  g<aitleman  can  make  use  of 
no  languftge  which  is  likely  to  lead  to  an  inter- 
ruption OTharmonj  between  the  two  Houses. 

Ur.  Lnu  procoeded.  He  had  not  he  said, 
departed  frcm  the  oourtesy  doe  to  tiw  other 
body.  All  he  had  ip  say  was,  that  he  wished 
the  responsibility  to  abide  in  the  proper  place. 
The  House  had  sustained  the  sense  and  ^int 
of  the  Uessage  of  the  Prendent,  the  wisdom  and 
poUcy  of  which  bad  been  verified  by  events. 
But^  sir,  another  body  has  placed  itself  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  views  of  the  I^ecntive,  and  is  now 
hewing  upon  itself  a  responubility  which  I  un- 
equivocally declare  it  cannot  sustain. 
fCries  of  order  t  order  1^ 
This  Honse  will  have  its  fall  share  of  the 
glwy  attending  the  suoceatfol  terminatirai  oi  the 
oontroversy  with  France,  and  the  gentleman 
fh>m  Uassaohnsetts  will  luve  a  fhll  share  in  it 
The  people  of  the  country  will  Banctitm  the 
action  of  this  House,  and  award  to  it  the  ^ory 
of  the  action.  I  say,  then,  said  Ur.  Lnu,  I 
will  not  depart,  as  a  member  of  this  body,  trom 
the  elevated  stand  we  have  taken.  I  hold  the 
appropriation  to  be  the  consummation  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  three  days.  It  will  send 
oat  to  the  world  Irresiatible  evidence  of  a 
national  feeling  on  the  sabject,  on  the  part  of 
this  House.  U  will  leave  no  room  for  cavil  or 
donbt ;  and,  sir,  the  country  will  saatun  us, 
while  it  pats  the  seal  of  its  ontdemnation  on 
those  w1m>  renst  tis.  If,  thm,  the  House 
retreats  now,  it  will  deserve  to  be  considered 
as  the  most  pnsUlanimous  body  in  the  world. 

lb-.  HuBBAHD  said,  if  the  Honse  adhered,  the 
bill  would  be  lost  He  moved  that  the  Honse 
^^int  a  committee  of  ocwArenoe. 
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Mr.  LiviB  Baid  it  was  not  the  amonnt  of 
the  apjvropriation,  but  the  prinoiide,  wMoh  was 
oltjeetod  to  bjr  the  Senate.  A  oommittee  of 
oonferwoe  might,  therefore,  a^mtfliediMgree- 
xnent. 

The  preTioTiB  qneBtion  was  taken  on  tiie  mo- 
tion of  Hr.  Mbkoeb  to  recede,  and  decided  in 
the  negative— reas  88,  nays  107. 

Hr.  HuBBASD  moved  that  tiie  Honae  insist 
upon  their  amendment,  and  ask  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  conferenoe. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Heasrs.  Oam- 
BBBLBiro.  Lbwis,  and  Hubbabd,  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Hoose. 

OmnberlandltoadSaL 
The  Oomberland  road  hiU  waa  takeo  up  and 

read  a  third  time, 
Kr.  MoKat  moved  that  a  message  be  sent  to 

the  other  Honse,  ixiforming  them  that  this 

House,  banng  completed  its  bndiuea,  is  ready 

to  adjourn. 

The  Chair  said  the  motion  was  not  in  artier, 
the  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  Olerk  proceeded  to  take  the  jeas  and 
naya  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  continne  and 
repair  the  Cumberland  road,  and 

Hr.  OiLUBB,  when  his  name  waa  called,  rose 
and  Bud  be  considered  that  he  had  no  right 
to  Tot^  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected  having 
expired  at  12  o'clock  this  ni^t;  and  he  there- 
fore declined  votit^ 

The  question  vaa  dedded  in  the  aflbmative 
— ^yeas  94,  nays  80. 

Hr.  J.  Y.  Haboit  informed  the  House  that 
the  Senate  had  adjourned.  The  fact  announced 
was  questioned;  but  it  being  confirmed,  the 
House  agreed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Babbinobb, 
to  adjourn. 

The  Speakbb  (Mr.  Bsix)  then  rose,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows : 

Omthmen  of  ihe  Sotue  of  Reprmntativei :  It  la 
a  late  boor,  but  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  one  woid, 
ia  acknowiednnent  of  the  many  obligatiODfl  I  am 
under  to  this  House, 

Duly  sensible,  as  I  am,  of  the  value  that  taati- 
mcHiy  ol  respect  for  your  prendlng  officer  which  you 
have  tids  ni^t  ordered  to  be  jdoced  npmx  the 
joimutla  of  the  House,  and  as  much  boond  as  I  am 
b^  that  compliment  to  express  my  seambility  to  your 
kmdnesB,  I  am  still  mwe  soUdtoos,  upon  this  oocadon, 
the  last  that  may  offor  to  me,  to  expreaa  a  yet  deeper 
aiul  more  abldiiig  sense  of  gratitude,  for  that  con- 
tinaed  indulgence  to  my  fkalt^  that  marked  forbear- 
ance and  tendemesa  to  my  many  deficieQcie&  which 
have  been  manifest,  on  your  part,  from  the  first 
moment  I  took  this  chair,  and  which  have  continued 
to  be  manifested  up  to  this,  the  last  allotted  hour  of 
the  present  Congress.  The  feelings  inspired  by  a 
reooUection  of  so  mtidi  generodty  I  am  nndjle 
adequately  to  express,  bat  £ey  shall  have  a  place  in 
this  bosom  so  long  as  there  is  a  pnlsation  there. 

But  tlus  is  not  the  extent  of  the  obligations  I  am 
onder  to  you,  gentlemen.  If  the  public  s^rlce  bad 
suffered  essentially  from  any  defect  in  me,  the 
memory  of  yonr  generous  in^dgence  would  afford 
me  but  a  qualified  pleasure;  but  you  have,  upon 
every  oocadon,  given  to  me,  your  presiding  officer, 
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liable  to  err,  and  actually  erring,  as  he  often  did, 
your  firm  support  in  his  dfbrts  to  prevent  the  effect 
of  what  asemed  tohna  to  be  error  in  others;  and 
thus  you  reconciled  yonr  continued  fotbevanee 
towards  him  with  your  dn^  to  the  putdio,  in  snp- 
portingthe  regoUrity  and  dignity  of  the  procee<Ungs 
the  House. 

It  is  needless  to  declare  to  you  how  feeble,  how 
utterly  bcompeteut,  the  effbrts  of  any  one  most  be 
to  dischaige  the  dudes  of  this  >titi<nLwithoot  the 
cordial  support  of  the  monbas  of  thia  Boose.  The 
Batis&ction  I  derive  from  the  reflection  that  I  have 
had  your  cordial  and  neoeasary  support.  Is  greatly 
heightened  by  two  considerations — tiie  one  personal 
to  mysc^  the  other  of  a  pablio  nature.  Inexperi- 
enced as  I  was,  when  the  duties  of  the  Cliair  were 
suddenly  devolved  upon  me,  I  could  deserve  your 
support,  in  attempting  tomdntain  the  just  authority 
and  rei^>ect  of  the  Quir,  only  by  bringing  to  the 
discharge  of  its  varions  duties  a  resolute  determlua" 
tion  to  perform  them  with  impartiality,  and  a  suitable 
firmness  and  decision.  However  X  may  have  fidlad 
in  these  porpoeee  in  particular  instutces,  nncon- 
sdously  and  thronn^  ue  weakness  of  our  cuniMHi 
nature,  I  fed  a  jooud  satisfaction  in  believing  that 
you  liave  alwa^  duly  appreciated  my  intentions  and 
my  dedres. 

But  I  have  a  yet  higher  gratification,  founded 
upon  the  experience  I  have  had  in  the  dialr ;  what- 
ever may  be  the  oocadonal  disorders  and  intemper> 
anoe  imndent  to  times  hi^y  exdted  by  party 
conflicts,  we  iaen  just  reason  to  hope  that  ihen  will 
always  rmun  a  collective,  an  aggregate  feel- 
ing and  deteimination  in  tlus  House  to  forbmr 
those  extremes,  those  excesses,  whidi,  if  indulged, 
would  justiy  forfeit  the  respect  and  confidenoe  of  the 
country. 

None  will  question,  that  whatever  concerns  the 
diaractw  and  remectalHlity  of  this  House,  as  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  legislative  d^MUtmcmt  of  the 
Government,  concerns  likewise  the  Interests,  the  very 
being,  of  institutions,  and  Ihe  rights  and  hap- 
pinera  of  the  human  family.  Whether  this  House 
shall  continue  to  bold  and  actually  exerdae  its  due 
pn^wrtion  of  the  powers  of  this  Ck)vemmeot; 
lAether  it  riiaD  continue  to  ocmtribnte  its  doe  wei{^ 
and  anlhori^  hi  shaping  the  poUey  of  tUs  gnat 
country,  and  in  dentiiw  it  to  that  hl^  destiny 
whidi  the  friends  of  poutical  and  dvil  liberty  in 
every  part  of  the  world,  so  devouUydeare;  whether, 
indeed,  such  a  destiny  shall  ever  be  onn,  depends 
oeatiy  upon  the  rank  which  this  House  shall  con- 
tinue to  hold  in  the  affections,  the  respect,  and 
confidenoe,  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

The  recollection  that,  whQe  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  fill  this  station,  I  have  had  yonr  co-operation  and 
confidence  in  my  feeble  efforts  to  sustain  the  due 
importance  and  respectability  of  this  House,  will  be  a 
source  of  hi^  gratification  to  me  in  the  fttture 
vicisi^o^  of  nqr  life,  whatever  they  may  be.  And 
now,  at  the  moment  of  a  aqiaration,  whidi,  with 
many  of  us,  may  be  permanent,  I  may  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  if,  npon  any  occasion,  I  have  seemed  to 
&il  in  req>ect  which  is  always  due  from  the  Chair  to 
the  House,  and  to  all  its  members,  I  can,  with  the 
utmost  sincerity,  affim  that  it  was  never  iidenti<niBl ; 
and  I  b^  to  express  my  ardent  wishes  for  the  con- 
tinued and  uninterrupted  healtii  and  happiness  of 
every  mdividual  of  which  this  House  is  compoeed. 

The  Spbakkb  then  a^onmed  the  Honse^  at 
half-past  three  o'clock,  wit^unit  d^. 
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BEGUN  AT  THE  CITT  OF  ▼ASHINQTON,  DECEHBEB  7,  1885. 


PBOGEEDINGS  USS  THE  SENATE.* 


MoNDAT,  December  7, 16SS. . 

The  first  session  of  the  34th  Congress  com- 
menced  this  da;  at  the  CapitoL  At  twelve 
o^cIock  the  Senate  was  callra  to  order  hj  the 
Tioe  President,  Ur.  Van  Bubbn,  when  it  ap- 
peared that  a  quoram  of  the  Senators  were  in 
attendanoe. 

The  Chair  oommnnicated  the  credentials  of 
the  Hfn.  John  0.  Oalhouit,  elected  by  the 
Lef^datnre  <jt  die  State  of  SoDtli  Gandina  a 
Senator  from  that  State,  to  serve  for  six  years 
from  the  4th  of  ICaroh  last ; 

Also  the  credentials  of  the  Hon.  KEHniUH 
B.  Khiqbt,  elected  by  the  L^slatnre  of  the 
State  of  Bhode  Island  a  Senator  fimn  that  State, 
to  eerve  for  ax  years  from  the  4th  of  Uarch 
last; 

Vt.  SouTHABD  presented  the  credentials  of 
tilie  Hon.  Gabret  D.  Wall,  elected  by  the 
LegisUtare  of  New  Jersey  a  Senator  from  that 
State,  to  serve  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of 
Harch  last ;  and 

Ur.  EwiKQ  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Joira  Datir,  elected  t^the  Legidatoieof 
Massachusetts  a  Seoatpr  from  that  State,  to 
serve  for  six  years  firon  the  4th  o£  JCarch  lut ; 
all  of  Thtch  were  read. 

Mr.  V^am  said  tiiat  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legtdatnre  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  he  had 
been  re-elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  Harch  last, 


•  UBT  OT  UEICBEBS  OF  THE  BSNATB. 

JToiiM.— Ether  Sliepley,  Joh&  BngglM. 

JAmc  ffamjuUn^lMMe  BlU,  Huu7  Habbaid. 

JfaMocAKMte^DuiM  Webster,  John  Dsvii. 

MMtUkmAr-SAmOMh  B.  Knl^t,  Adier  Bobbins. 

CbiMieeMevf.— NsthsB  Smith,  Gideon  TomllBion. 

FertNOMi.— Ssmuel  PrentUa,  Be^Jvnlii  Bwlft. 

Jf6w  rorfc— Nsthutal  P.  Tstlmsdge,  BUu  Wright,  Jim. 

JVoto  Are^.— Ssmnel  L.  Boatbud,  Ouret  I>.  WsU. 

J'enn*i/lvania.—Jtmr»  BaehinsD,  Samad  HcKesa. 

i><Iaw(u%— John  M.  Ctsjioii,  Arnold  Naodaln. 

jroryfaiML— B«bsrt  H.  OoMsboraogh,  Joseph  K«at 


bnt  that  the  official  information  of  his  electira 
was  not  in  his  possession.  It  had  heretofore 
been  the  practice  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  to 
transmit  to  the  presidiag  ofiScer  of  the  Senate 
the  credentials  of^its  Sen^rs.  Bat  as  thb  had 
not  yet  been  done,  he  sabmitted  to  the  Chair 
whether  he  shoald  take  his  seat. 

The  Chair  s^d  that,  if  no  objection  was 
made,  the  gentleman  ooald  take  his  ootfa  with 
the  other  Senatora  to  be  qualified. 

The  nsnal       was  then  administered  by  the 

YlOl  PUBSIDBNT  to  KeSSrS.  WbITB,  HlTSBARn, 

Kraa,  Clatton,  RosnraoN,  and  BrosLXS,  whose 
credentials  were  presented  at  the  last  seanon. 
utd  to  Messrs.  Wall,  Knioht,  and  Datu^ 
whose  credentials  were  just  read. 

Hr.  Wmn  offered  the  following  resolniitHis; 
which  were  considered  and  agreed  to. 

Ordend,  Thst  the  Secrebuy  sequint  tbe  Honse 
of  Sepresentatires  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is 
assembled,  and  ready  to  proceed  to  buainess. 

JUtoived,  That  a  committee  be  aj^nted  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  jtrin  such  oommittee  as  may  b« 
^>pointed  by  the  House  of  Representativai,  to  wait 
on  the  Prendent  of  the  Umt«i  States,  and  infocm 
him  that  Oongress  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  reran 
any  oommDnkations  be  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

On  modon  of  Mr.  Gbuhdt,  the  Senate  ordwed 
that  the  Chair  s^tpdnt  tbe  oommittee ; 

And  Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Eniobt  ware  ap- 
pointed a  oommittee  to  wait  <m  the  Fre^dent 

A  message  was  recdved  from  the  Hoase 


yirfftit*a.—B9i^uniB  Watklas  Leigh,  John  Tji«; 
A'ortt  CbroUno.— Badlbrd  Btoini,  Willie  P.  "wfni" 
BvM  QuvUHtk—Joha  0.  Cslhoui,  WUliun  C 
(rtfOfvia.— Alfred  Cntlibert,  John  P.  King. 
JCMMty.— Hflary  CUf,  Joha  J.  CritteDdAn. 
ZlHMMMM— FsUx  Gmady,  Hugh  I^wvoa  WUta. 
0jU0L— Thomas  EwUg,  Thoraai  Morris. 
XMrfriOMt.— AlaxaiMtorPoitw,  Robert  C  NUiholM. 
/mftoMO.— WtUiam  Hendricks,  Joha  Tipton. 
JRMtfsfrvA— John  Black,  Bobert  J.  Walk» 
mtiu>i4.~EUu  K.  Kane,  John  H.  BoUnson. 
Alaboma.-~wmKa  £.  King,  GiOiriel  P.  Moor«. 
JHwmK— LowlsF.  IinB,ThomH  H.  Benton. 
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of  BepreBentatiTM^  Yjj  Ur.  Fbahxlot,  thdr 
Olerk. 

Hr.  President :  I  am  dtreoted  to  infonn  the 
Senate  that  a  qaonim  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  assembled ;  that  Jahkb  K.  Fouc, 
of  Tenuenee^  has  been  elected  Speaker  tiiereof; 
and  that  it  ia  now  lea^  to  ^rooeed  to  hvriiieaB. 


TunoAT,  December  8. 

Bbnjahin  Watkinb  Ldoh,  a  Senator  from 
Virf^nia;  Bbdfobd  Bbow,  a  Senator  from 
North  Garolioa;  Wiuiau  R.  Xusa,  a  Senator 
from  Alabama;  Hkbbt  Out  and  Jobs  J. 
CBnTDfDiN,  Senators  frnn  Eentaokf,  ap- 
peared. 

itr.  "itAsaiuu  presented  the  oredenliala  of 
Bkdfobd  Bbowv,  of  Kortli  Oarolina,  elected  a 
Senator  from  that  State  for  t^x  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  last 

Mr.  Southard  presented  the  credentiala  of 
Benjaion  Watsins  Lna^  of  Vir^i^  deoted 
a  Senator  from  that  State  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  last. 

_  WiLLuu  B.  EiSG  sngffested  that  his  creden- 
tials also  had  been  iBsned. 

These  three  Senators  wete  then  qualified. 

Mr.  White,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  Prudent  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  inform  him  that  a  qaomm  had 
assembled,  and  was  ready  to  receive  any  com- 
munication he  may  be  pleased  to  make,  reported 
that  the  Jdnt  committee  had  performed  that 
dnty. 

A  Message  was  then  reoeived  from  the  Presi- 
dent oi  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Donelson, 
faiB  secretary,  which  was  read,  as  follows; 

tUlote^izau  of  the  Senate 

and  Hotue  of  BepremtUUive* : 

In  the  discburge  of  official  dntif,  the  task  again 
devoWes  upon  me  of  commnnlcating  with  a  new 
Congress.  The  reflection  that  the  repreeentatitm 
of  the  UidOD  has  been  recently  nmewed,  and  that 
the  conatltntional  term  of  its  service  will  expire 
with  my  own,  heightens  the  scdidtude  with  which  I 
shall  attempt  to  Uy  before  it  the  state  of  our  na- 
tional concerDB,  and  the  deront  hope  which  I  cher- 
ish, that  its  labors  to  improre  them  may  be  crowned 
with  iDceesB. 

Ton  are  assembled  at  a  period  of  profound  Inter- 
est to  the  American  patriot.  The  unexampled  growth 
and  proaperityof  our  country,  having  given  ua  arauk 
in  the  Bcide  of  nations  which  removes  all  apprehen- 
sion of  danger  to  our  integrity  and  Independence 
from  external  foes,  the  career  of  freedom  is  before 
us,  with  an  earnest  from  the  past,  that,  If  tme  to 
ourselves,  there  can  be  no  formidable  obstacle  In 
the  foture,  to  its  peaceful  and  unintermpted  porsoit 
let,  in  proportioa  to  the  disappeaianee  of  thoae 
apprehensions  which  attended  our  weakness,  at 
once  contrasted  with  the  power  of  some  of  the 
states  of  the  old  world,  sboiUd  we  now  be  solidtous 
as  to  those  which  belong  to  the  conviction,  that  it 
is  to  our  own  conduct  we  most  look  for  the  preser- 
vation of  those  causes,  on  which  depend  the  exed- 
lence  and  the  duration  <^  our  ha|^  system  of  Oev- 
eniment 


In  the  examine  of  other  systems,  founded  on  the 
will  of  the  people,  we  traoe  to  internal  dissenmon 
the  influences  whldi  have  so  often  bUsted  the  hopes 
of  the  friends  of  freedom.  The  social  elements, 
which  were  strong  and  successful  when  united 
against  external  danger,  failed  in  the  more  difficult 
task  of  properly  adjusting  their  own  internal  organ- 
ization, and  thus  gave  way  the  great  principle  of 
self-government.  Let  us  trust  that  this  admonition 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  the  Qovemment  or  the 
People  of  the  United  8Ut«s ;  and  that  the  testi- 
mony whUsh  our  experience  thus  far  holds  out  tf> 
the  great  human  fiunily,  of  the  practioabili^  and 
the  blesringsof  freegovenuDe&t,wiU  be  conftrmed 
in  all  time  to  come. 

We  have  but  to  look  ti  the  state  of  our  agri- 
enltore,  msnnfoctnres,  and  eonunerce,  and  the  un- 
exampled increase  of  our  population,  to  feel  the 
magnitude  of  the  trust  committed  to  us.  Never, 
in  any  former  period  of  our  history,  have  we  had 
neater  reason  than  we  now  have,  to  be  thankful  to 
Divhie  Providence  for  the  blessings  of  health  and 
general  prMwrity,  Every  branch  of  labor  we  see 
orowned  with  the  most  abmidant  rewards:  In  every 
element  of  national  resources  and  wealth,  and  of 
individual  comfort,  we  witness  the  most  rapid  and 
solid  improvements.  With  do  interraptions  to  this 
pleasing  prospect  at  home,  which  will  not  yield  to 
the  spint  of  harmony  and  good  will  that  so  striking- 
ly  pervades  the  mass  of  the  peo|rie  In  every  qaarter, 
amidst  all  the  diverrity  of  interest  uid  pursuits  to 
wluch  they  are  attached :  and  with  no  cause  of  so- 
licitude in  regard  to  onr  external  afUrs,  which  will 
not,  it  is  hoped,  disappear  t>efore  the  principles  of 
simple  jnstice  and  the  forbearance  tluit  mark  our 
intercourse  with  foreign  powers — we  have  every 
reason  to  feel  proud  of  our  beloved  country. 

The  general  state  of  onr  Foreign  Relations  has 
not  materially  changed  since  my  last  annual  Ues> 

the  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  North- 
eastem  boundary,  little  progress  hag  been  made. 
Great  Britain  has  declined  acceding  to  the  propo- 
rtion of  the  United  States,  presented  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  unless  cert^u 
pvellDdoary  oooditiona  were  admitted,  which  I 
deemed  Incompatible  vrlth  a  satis&ctory  and  right- 
fkil  adjustment  of  the  controversy.  Waiting  for 
some  distinct  proposal  from  the  Oovemment  of 
Qreat  Britun,  which  has  been  invited,  I  can  only 
repeat  the  expression  of  my  confidence,  that  with 
the  strong  mutual  diqioaition  which  I  b^ve  exists, 
to  make  a  just  arnuigement,  this  perplexing  qoes- 
tion  can  be  settled  with  a  due  regard  to  the  welt- 
foonded  pretenrions  and  paciflc  policy  of  all  the 
parties  to  it.  Events  are  freqoentiy  occurring  on 
the  North-eastem  frontier,  of  a  character  to  impress 
upon  all  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  and  definitive 
termination  of  the  <^pute.  This  consideration^ 
added  to  the  desire  common  to  twth,  to  relieve  the 
liberal  and  friendly  relations  so  happily  existing  be- 
tween the  two  countries  from  all  embarrassment, 
win,  no  doubt,  have  its  Just  influence  upon  both. 

Oar  dljdomatic  intercourse  with  FoTtugal  has 
been  renewed,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  cbims  of 
our  citizens,  partially  pud,  will  be  fully  satisfied  as 
soon  as  the  condition  of  the  Queen's  Oovemment 
will  permit  the  proper  attention  to  the  soMeot  of 
them.  ThataovemlDHltbal^Iamll^9ytoulfom 
Ton,  manUiBBted  a  detmuinadon  to  act  npon  the 
nbeial  i»indplaa  wUoh  have  nadcsd  oar  eonmer* 
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oial  policy ;  the  happiest  effects  upon  the  future 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  Portugal,  are 
andcipated  from  it,  and  the  time  la  not  thought  to 
be  remote  when  a  system  of  perfect  reaprocity 
irlll  be  ertabliahed. 

The  instalments  due  under  the  eoorention  with 
the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  hare  been  pud  with 
that  scrupulous  fidelity  by  which  bis  whole  conduct 
haa  been  characterised,  and  the  hope  ia  indulged, 
that  the  adjuatment  of  the  vexed  question  of  our 
claims  will  be  foUowed  by  a  more  extended  and 
mntuaUy  beneficial  ioterooune  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  internal  contest  sUlI  continnea  in  Spain. 
Distinguished  as  this  struggle  has  unhappily  been, 
by  iQcmeatB  of  the  most  sanguinary  character,  Uie 
obligations  of  the  late  treaty  of  indemnification 
with  us,  have  been,  nevertheless,  fidthfolly  executed 
by  the  Spanish  GoTemment. 

No  proriaion  having  been  made  at  the  last  ses- 
luon  of  Congress  tat  the  ■soertdnment  of  Uie  claims 
to  be  pud,  and  the  apportioiunent  of  tfie  funds, 
under  the  conTenUon  made  with  Spidn,  I  invite 
your  early  attention  to  the  subject.  The  public 
evidences  of  the  debt  have,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  convenUoQ,  and  in  ^e  forma  prescribed  by 
it,  been  placed  in  the  poasesaioa  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  interest,  as  it  feU  due,  haa  been 
regularly  paid  upon  them.  Our  commercial  inter- 
course with  Cuba  stands  as  regulated  by  the  act  of 
Congress.  No  recent  information  boa  been  received 
oa  to  the  disposition  of  the  Government  of  Uadrid, 
on  this  subject,  and  the  lamented  death  of  our  re- 
cently app^ted  minister,  on  his  way  to  Spain,  wiUi 
the  pTMSure  of  tb^  alTairB  at  home,  render  it 
icareelr  probable  that  any  change  is  to  be  looked 
for  during  the  coming  year.  Further  portions  of 
the  Florida  archives  have  been  sent  to  the  United 
States,  although  the  death  of  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, at  a  critical  moment,  embarrassed  the  prog- 
•ress  of  the  delivery  of  them.  The  higher  officers 
of  the  local  Grovemment  have  recently  shown  an 
anxious  desire,  in  compUuice  with  the  orders  fiiom 
the  parent  Qoremment,  to  facilitate  the  selection 
and  delivery  of  all  we  have  a  right  to  claim. 

Negotiations  have  been  opened  at  Madrid,  for 
the  establishment  of  a  lasting  peace  between  Spdn 
and  such  of  the  Spanish  American  Govemmenta 
of  this  hemisphere,  as  have  avuled  themselves  of 
the  intimation  given  to  all  of  tiiem,  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  G^in  to  treat  noon  the  basis  of  their  en- 
tire ind^ndenee.  It  u  to  be  regretted,  that 
dmultaneous  appointments,  by  all,  of  ministers  to 
negotiate  with  Spain,  had  not  been  made,  the  nego- 
tiation itself  would  have  been  simplified,  and  this 
long-atanding  dispute,  spreading  over  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  worlcL  wou^  have  been  brouj^t  to  a 
more  speedy  condnMon. 

Our  poliuoal  and  ctHnmen^  relatione  with  Ans- 
tiia,  Prussia,  Swedes,  and  Denmark,  stand  on  the 
usual  &TorabIe  bases.  One  of  the  articles  of  our 
trea^  with  Roasa,  in  relation  to  the  trade  on  the 
North-west  coast  of  America,  having  exjidred,  in- 
stractions  have  been  gives  to  our  Sinister  at  St 
Petersburg  to  negotiate  a  renewal  of  it.  The  long 
and  unbroken  amity  between  the  two  Govemmenta 
gives  every  reason  for  snnporing  the  article  will  be 
renewed,  n  stronger  motives  do  not  exist  to  pre- 
vent it  than,  with  our  view  of  the  subjeot,  can  be 
•ntidpated  here. 

IwLjva  attention  to  the  Keasage  of  my  jweds' 


cessor  at  the  opening  of  the  second  Reaioc  i 
nineteenth  Cong-eas,  relative  to  our  commrdili: 
tercourse  with  Holluid,  and  to  the  domvotts: 
nected  with  that  subject,  conuaaoictted  h  ^ 
House  of  BepresentatiTei  <hi  the  10(h  of  Jc-jr 
182S,  and  18Ui  Jannaiy,  18ST.  Coino&i  ii  £ 
opinion  of  my  predecessor,  tbtt  EoDud  if  i' 
under  the  regulations  of  her  present  nSra.*:; 
tied  to  have  her  vessels  and  their  caTg«titcff> 
into  the  United  States  on  the  footis^  of  Aeek 
vessels  and  cargoes,  as  regarda  dnba  of  tu» 
and  impost,  a  respeet  £cir  us  refnnm  of  it  tt  i 
Legislature,  has  alone  prevented  me  fromiR^i 
the  subject.  I  ahould  still  have  mittd, 
comment,  for  the  action  of  Con^ren,  bid  iwir 
a  clum  haa  been  made  by  BeIgunsi^«tsuL' 
miadon  into  our  ports  for  their  dups  ud  w^f 
on  the  same  footing  as  American,  with  the  s3rc> 
tion  we  could  not  Sspute,  that  our  resels  mr: 
in  their  ports  the  identical  treatment  ^ : 
them  in  the  ports  of  Hdland,  uponvhwrts^' 
no  discrinunation  ia  made  in  the  ports  of  the  Xii-- 
States.  Giving  the  same  privil^ea,  ^  ^ 
expected  the  same  benefits — ben^  thitfc'r: 
&ot  eqjoyed  when  Bel^um  andHoDondvensi- 
under  one  government.  Satisfied  with  ibe  j%~ 
of  their  preten«on  to  be  placed  on  the  msi<t- 
ing  with  Holland,  I  could  not,  neTe^tid^s^ 
disregard  to  the  principle  of  our  kwe,  iM  i-- 
claim  to  be  treated  aa  Americans;  and  tt  ib^s: 
time  a  respect  for  Congress,  to  whom  ibt^ 
had  long  »nce  been  referred,  hu  preraiM-- 
itom  produrang  a  just  equality,  by  tacogfiic- 
vessels  of  Holland  privileges  condltioDifljrt:^' 
by  acta  of  Congress,  although  the  confidn^: 
which  the  grant  was  made,  hos,  in  mj  jie*^ 
fiuled  since  1822.  I  recommend,  tbere£H^>  '^ 
view  of  the  act  of  1824,  and  Boch  a  niodi^ 
of  it  aa  will  produce  an  equality,  on  soeh  ««  ' 
Congresa  shall  think  best  comports  with  owi»; 
policy,  and  the  obligations  of  justice  to  two  bi:^ 
powers. 

With  the  Sublime  Porte,  andiOflieGoKB* 
on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  oorrdationin^: 
befiiendly.  The  {nroperatepa  bare  been  tits  • 
renew  our  treaty  with  Morocco.  ,  , 

The  Aiventine  Bepublic  haa  agtin  ptn^^ 
send,  withhi  the  current  year,  a  MinBW  i'  - 
United  States.  .  ^ 

A  Convention  witii  Hexko  for  extendiiij  w  - 
fur  the  appdntment  of  eonunisnonen  to  ro - 
boundary  line  has  bera  ramelvded,  and 
mitted  to  the  Senate.   Recent  event*  u '"'.'^J 
try  have  awakened  the  liveUeat  solicitnii 
United  States.   Aware  of  tiie  strong  teap*^ 
existing,  and  powerful  inducements  ^f^^t 
(utizens  of  the  United  SUtea  to  '"^.^^ 
senslons  of  onr  Immediate  neighbon,  '^^"'Tl^ 
have  been  given  to  the  District  Itton^s" 
United  States,  where  mdications 
prosecute,  without  respect  to  perswa,  w 
attempt  to  violate  the  obligations  of  our  ae«^^ 
while  at  the  same  time  it  has  been  thongii  ■ 
sary  to  apprise  the  Government  of         „  ^ 
should  require  the  integrity  of  onr  coanoj 
scrupulously  respected  by  both  puti«  ^ 

From  our  diptomatie  agents  in  Bnsl, 
Central  America,  TenemeU,  "^^^'^S 
constant  aaaurances  are  received  of  ""/^.ti.-l 
good  understanding  witii  the  Go'ernnwoB  w 
S^rueaeveEany^jcredited.  WA^^"^ 
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menta  upoo  vhich  oar  citizenB  have  valid  and  ac- 
cumulating claima,  scarcelj  an  advance  towards  a 
Bettlement  of  them  la  made,  owing  matnl;  to  their 
distracted  state,  or  to  the  proasiira  of  imperative 
domestic  questions.  Onr  patience  has  been,  and 
will  probably  be,  still  farther  severely  tried ;  but 
our  fellow-citizens  whose  interests  are  involved, 
may  confide  la  the  detennination  o£  the  Oorem- 
ment  to  obtain  for  them,  eventnaUy,  ample  retri- 
bution. 

Unfortunately,  many  of  the  nations  of  this  hemi- 
sphere are  still  self-tormented  by  domestic  dissen- 
Biona.  Revolution  succeeds  revoInUon,  Ii^jnries  are 
committed  npon  fbreignera  engaged  in  lawful  pur- 
suits, much  time  elapses  before  a  Qovemment  suf- 
ficiently stable  is  erected  to  justify  expectation  of 
redre8»— Uinisters  are  sent  and  received,  and  before 
the  discussions  of  past  Injuries  are  fairly  begun, 
firesh  troablea  arise ;  but  too  frequently  new  ii^u- 
ries  oie  added  to  the  old,  to  be  discossed  together, 
w^  the  exiaUng  Government,  after  it  has  proved 
its  ability  to  sustain  the  assaults  made  upon  it,  or 
with  its  successor,  if  overthrown.  If  this  unhappy 
condition  of  things  continues  much  longer,  odier 
nations  will  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  decid- 
ing whether  justice  to  their  suffering  tidzens  does 
not  require  a  prompt  redress  of  itgnries  by  thtir 
own  power,  without  waiting  for  the  establlsbmeDt 
of  a  government  competent  and  enduring  enou^ 
to  discuss  and  to  make  satisfaction  for  them. 

Since  the  last  session  of  Con^ss,  the  validity  of 
our  claims  upon  France,  as  liquidated  by  the  treaty 
of  18S1,  has  been  acknowle^ed  by  both  branches 
of  her  Lc^latore,  and  the  money  has  been  appro- 
priated for  their  discharge ;  but  the  payment  is,  I 
regret  to  inform  yon,  stiU  irithheld. 

±  brief  recafdtnlanon  of  the  most  Important  in- 
cidents In  tUs  protracted  controversy,  will  show 
how  utteriy  untenable  are  the  ^unds  upon  which 
this  course  is  attempted  to  be  justified. 

On  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  station,  I 
found  the  Uuted  States  an  unsuccessful  ^)|dicant 
to  the  justice  of  IVance,  for  the  satiafkction  of 
claims,  the  validity  of  wldoh  was  never  qaestioo- 
abte,  and  has  now  been  most  solemnly  admitted  by 
France  herself.  The  antiquity  of  these  claims, 
their  high  justice,  and  the  ag^^vating  circumstan- 
ces out  of  which  they  arose,  are  too  familiar  to  the 
American  people  to  require  description.  It  la  suf- 
ficient to  say,  that,  for  a  period  of  tea  years  and 
upwards,  oar  commerce  was,  with  but  little  Inter- 
ruption,  the  subject  of  constant  aggresaiona  on  the 
part  of  France — aggres^ns,  the  ordinary  featurea 
of  which  were  condemnations  of  vessels  and  car- 
goes under  arbitrary  decrees,  adopted  !n  contra- 
vention, as  well  of  the  laws  of  nations,  as  of  treaty 
stipulations :  burnings  on  the  high  seas,  and  seizures 
and  confiscations,  under  special  imperial  rescripts, 
in  the  porta  <^  other  nations  oeouirfed  by  the  ar- 
mies, or  under  the  control  of  France.  Sudi,  U  la 
now  conceded,  is  the  character  of  the  wrongs  we 
suffered— wrongs,  in  many  cases,  so  flagrant,  that 
even  their  authors  never  demed  our  right  to  repa- 
ration. Of  the  extent  of  these  ii^uries,  soma  con- 
ception may  be  formed  from  the  fact,  that  after  the 
burning  of  a  large  amount  at  sea,  and  the  necessary 
deterioration,  In  other  oases,  by  long  detention,  tiie 
American  property  so  seised  and  sacrificed  at  forced 
■ales,  excluding  what  was  adudged  to  privateers, 
belbre  or  without  condemnation,  brougu  into  the 
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French  Treasury  upwards  of  twenty-four  nulUooa 
of  fVancs,  beudea  large  custom-house  duties. 

The  subject  had  already  been  an  affair  of  twenty 
years'  uninterrupted  negotiation,  except  for  a  short 
time,  when  France  was  overwhelmed  by  the  mili- 
tary  power  of  united  Europe.  Daring  Uiis  period, 
whilst  other  nations  were  extorting  from  her  pay-  ' 
ment  of  their  chdms  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
the  United  States  intermitted  their  demand  for 
justice,  out  of  reapect  to  the  oppressed  condition 
of  a  gallant  people,  to  whom  they  felt  under  obli- 
gations for  fraternal  as^tance  in  their  own  days  of 
suffering  and  of  periL  The  bad  effects  of  these 
protracted  and  noavalling  discussions,  as  well  upon 
our  relationa  with  France  as  upon  our  national 
characteri  were  obvious  ;  and  the  line  of  duty  was 
to  my  mind  equally  so.  This  was,  either  to  insist 
upon  the  ac|ju8tment  of  onr  claims  within  a  reason- 
able period,  or  to  abandon  them  altogether.  I 
could  not  doubt  that,  by  thia  course,  the  interests 
and  honor  of  both  oomtria  would  be  best  con- 
sulted. liiBtructlons  were  therefore  given  in  this 
spirit,  to  the  Hinister  who  was  sent  out,  once  more 
to  demand  reparation.  Upon  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, in  December,  1829, 1  felt  it  my  duty  to  speak 
of  these  chums,  and  the  delays  of  France,  in  terms 
calculated  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  both 
countries  to  the  subject.  The&en  French  Wnistry 
took  exception  to  the  message  on  the  ground  of  its 
cont^idng  a  menace,  under  wUeh  it  waa  not  agree- 
able to  the  I^noh  Government  to  negotiate.  The 
American  Uiniater,  of  hia  own  accord,  refuted  the 
construction  which  was  attempted  to  be  put  upon 
the  message,  and,  at  the  same  time,  caDed  to  the 
recollection  of  the  French  Uiuistry,  that  the  Pre«- 
dent^a  mesaage  was  a  communication  addressed, 
not  to  Foreign  Governments,  but  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  In  which  H  was  eiyoined  upon 
him,  by  the  constitution,  to  lay  before  that  body 
information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  comprehend- 
ing its  foreign  aa  well  as  its  domestic  relations ;  and 
that  If^  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  he  felt  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  summon  the  attention  of 
Congress,  in  due  time,  to  what  might  be  the  pos- 
uble  consequences  of  existing  difficulties  with  any 
foreign  Government,  he  might  fiiiriy  be  supposed 
to  do  so  under  a  sense  of  what  was  due  from  him 
in  a  frank  communication  with  another  branch  of 
his  own  Government,  and  not  from  any  intention 
of  holding  a  menace  over  a  foreign  power.  The 
views  taken  by  Um  received  my  approbation ;  the 
Frenoh  Government  was  latis&d,  and  the  negoti- 
ation was  continued.  It  terminated  In  the  treaty 
of  July  4,  1881,  recognizing  the  justice  of  oor 
claims,  in  part,  and  promiung  payment  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-five  milliona  of  francs,  in  six 
annual  instalments. 

The  ratificationa  of  this  trea^  were  exchanged 
at  Washington,  on  tiie  2d  of  Febniary,  1882,  and 
in  five  days  thereafter  ft  was  bud  before  Congress, 
who  immediately  passed  the  acta  necessary,  on  our 
part,  to  secure  to  France  the  commercial  advantages 
conceded  to  her  In  the  compact.  The  treaty  had 
previously  been  solemnly  ratified  by  the  King  of 
the  French,  in  terms  which  are  certwnly  not  mere 
matters  of  form,  and  of  which  the  translation  is  aa 
follows:  "  We,  approving  the  above  oouventfon,  in 
all  and  each  of  the  disposiUonB  which  are  contdncd 
in  it,  do  dedare,  by  ourselves,  as'  well  aa  by  our 
hdn  and  noceaBOn,  that  It  la  accepted,  approved, . 
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ntified,  and  coDflrtned ;  and  by  these  preaenti, 
■igned  br  our  hand,  we  do  accept,  approre,  ratify, 
and  cooSrtn  it ;  promiilog,  on  uie  faith  and  word 
of  a  Kine,  to  obaerre  It,  and  to  cuibb  it  to  be 
obaerved  loTioUbl;,  iritboat  erer  contrKraninc  it, 
or  BufTering  it  to  be  oontraTened,  direotly  or  fodi- 
rectlj,  for  any  etniet  or  under  tny  pntnice  what- 
soever." 

Official  information  of  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions in  the  United  States  readied  Puis  whilst  the 
Chambers  were  in  sesrioo.  The  extraordinary,  and 
to  us  it^urioua,  delays  of  the  French  QoTemment, 
la  their  action  upon  the  subject  of  its  fulfilment, 
have  been  heretofore  stated  to  Congress,  and  I 
hare  no  disposition  to  enlarge  apon  them  here.  It 
is  sufli^ent  to  obserre  that  the  then  pending  see- 
doo  was  allowed  to  expire  without  even  an  effort 
to  obtidn  the  necessary  appropriations;  that  the 
two  succeeding  ones  were  also  soffered  to  pass 
away  wttboot  any  Udng  like  a  serioos  attempt  to 
idK^  «  deddon  apon  the  subject ;  and  that  it  was 
not  until  the  fourth  sesdou,  almost  three  years 
after  the  conclurion  of  the  treaty,  and  more  than 
two  years  aiter  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  that 
the  bill  for  the  executioa  oTtho  treaty  waa  prened 
to  a  vote  and  rqected. 

In  the  mean  time*  the  QoremoMit  of  the  Vidted 
States,  having  full  confidence  that  a  treaty  entered 
into  and  so  solemnly  ratified  by  the  FMaeh  King, 
would  be  executed  in  good  faith,  and  not  doubting 
tiut  provision  would  be  made  for  the  payment  of 
the  first  instalment,  which  wsa  to  become  due  on 
the  second  day  of  February,  1888,  negotiated  a 
draft  for  the  amount  through  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutes.  When  this  draft  was  presented  by 
the  holder,  with  the  credentials  required  by  the 
treaty  to  authorize  him  to  receive  the  money,  the 
Government  of  France  allowed  it  to  be  protested. 
In  addition  to  the  injury  in  the  non-payment  of  the 
money  by  France,  conformably  to  her  engagement, 
the  United  States  were  expoaed  to  a  heavy  claim 
on  the  part  of  the  banl^  under  pretence  of  dunagea, 
in  satisMctioQ  of  which  that  institution  teixed  upon, 
and  still  retalDa,  an  equal  amount  of  the  pubGc 
moneys.  Ccmgress  was  in  senrfon  when  the  deddon 
of  the  Chambers  reached  Washington,  and  an  im- 
mediate communication  of  this  apparentiy  final 
decision  of  France  not  to  fulfil  the  Btipulations  of 
the  treaty,  was  the  course  naturally  to  be  expected 
ftom  the  President.  The  deep  tone  of  diaeatisfac- 
tioa  which  pervaded  the  public  mind,  and  the 
corresponding  excitement  produced  in  Congress  by 
only  a  generai  knowledge  of  the  result,  rendered  it 
more  than  probable  tliat  a  resort  to  immediate 
measures  of  redress  would  be  the  consequence  of 
calling  the  attention  of  that  body  to  the  sutgecL 
Koceray  desirous  of  preserving  the  padfic  relations 
wUch  had  BO  long  ousted  between  the  two  conn- 
tries,  I  waa  anxious  to  aT<dd  this  course  if  I  could 
be  satisfied  that  by  ddng  so  neither  the  interest 
nor  the  honor  of  my  country  would  be  compro- 
mitted.  Without  the  fullest  assurances  upon  that 
point,  I  could  not  hope  to  acquit  myself  of  the 
respondbility  to  be  incurred,  hi  suffering  Gonsress 
to  ac^oum  withoat  laying  the  sutiject  before  them. 
Those  recdTed  by  aie  were  beliered  to  be  <tf  that 
character. 

That  the  feelings  produced  hi  the  United  States 
by  the  news  of  the  rejection  of  the  appropriation 
would  be  such  as  I  have  described  them  to  have 
been,  wai  fbreieen  by  the  French  Oovernment,  and 
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prompt  measures  were  taken  by  it  to  tmrait  tbe 
consequences.  The  King,  in  person,  eiprttsri 
throupk  our  Minister  at  Paris  his  profound  regnt 
at  the  dednon  of  the  Chambers,  and  promiaed  u 
send,  fbrthwith,  a  national  ship  with  despatcha  u 
his  Minister  here,  authoriting  him  to  gire  sncb 
assoraocea  as  would  satisfy  the  Govemmeat  ai 
people  of  the  United  StatM  that  the  treaty  voiJd 
yet  be  faitbfbUy  executed  by  FVance.  The  uiiocil 
ship  arrived,  and  die  ICinister  reedved  bis  iutnx- 
tioaa  Clalmiag  to  act  under  the  authority  derired 
ftom  them,  he  gare  to  tUs  OorerniKBt  is  On 
name  of  his,  the  most  solemn  assurances,  tiut,  u 
soon  after  the  new  dectioas  as  the  charter  wcnli! 
permit,  the  French  Chambers  would  be  coBTeoed, 
and  the  attempt  to  procure  the  neoesswy  appro- 
priations renewed ;  that  all  the  cosstitDlioiuI 
powers  of  the  King  and  bla  Ulnlstets  abodd  be  pal 
in  requldtion  to  accomplish  the  object;  and  hem 
nadentood  and  so  ezpreidy  infonned  by  (hit  Gn- 
ernnent  at  the  tioM,  to  engage  that  the  qDWicifi 
should  be  pressed  to  a  decision  at  a  period  idIE- 
dently  early  to  permit  Infonnation  of  the  result  to  \>e 
communicated  to  Congress  at  the  commencenmi 
of  their  oext  session.  Bdyin^  upon  these  issar- 
ances,  I  incurred  the  reqMnsibility,  great  uln- 
garded  It  to  he,  itf  mfllnfng  CoDgresa  to  sepnitt 
withoat  communtcatiag  with  tbem  upon  the  sotgcci. 

The  expectations  Jnatiy  founded  ap«i  the  jmo- 
laes  thua  solemnly  made  to  this  GovemoieDt  b| 
that  of  France,  were  not  realixed.  The  Freodi 
Chambers  met  on  the  81st  of  July,  1884,  bow  lAn 
the  dection;  and  althongb  oar  Minister  in  Pira 
urged  the  French  Miidstry  to  bring  the  sotjKt 
before  them,  tiiej  deeUoed  doing  ao.  He  Den 
insisted  that  the  Chambers,  if  prorogaed  witboo 
acting  on  the  subject,  shodd  be  re  assombled  al  i 
period  80  early  that  their  action  on  the  tmlT 
might  be  known  in  Washington  prior  to  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress.  This  reasonable  request  vaa  sot 
only  declined,  but  the  Chambers  were  {worogiied  ic 
the  2«th  of  December,  a  daj  so  late,  that  tlur 
deddon,  however  urgentiy  pteased,  could  aoc,  i> 
an  probability,  be  obtained  in  time  to  reach  VtA- 
ington  before  the  neceasaiy  a^oonuneat  of  Cot- 
gress  by  the  constitution.  The  reasona  ^veo  hj 
the  Ministry  for  refudng  to  convoke  tbe  Chambeis 
at  an  early  period,  were  afterwards  shown  not  lo 
be  insuperalue,  by  their  actual  convocalioD  oa  tbe 
lat  of  December,  under  a  Bpecial  call,  tot  domens 
purposes— which  bet,  however,  did  not  beeonie 
known  to  tfaia  Government  until  after  tbe  cao- 
mencement  of  the  last  sesedon  of  COngresa. 

Thus  disappointed  in  our  just  expectatiw.  it 
became  my  imperative  duty  to  consult  with  Cfg>- 
gress  in  regard  to  the  expediency  of  a  resort  to 
retaliatory  measures,  In  case  tbe  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  should  not  be  speedily  comfdied  with ; 
to  recommend  such  as,  in  my  judgment  the  occasw 
called  for.  To  this  ead,  an  onreserred  commaDi- 
catiou  of  the  case,  In  all  its  a«>ect8,  became 
pensable.  To  have  shrunk,  m  nuking  it,  froo 
saying  all  that  waa  necessary  to  Ita  correct  UDde^ 
atandmg,  and  that  the  truth  wodd  jnatify,  for  f**^ 
of  giving  offence  to  others,  would  bare  been 
worthy  of  us.  To  have  gone,  on  the  other  biiUi 
a  single  step  further,  for  the  purpose  of  vonBdiol 
the  pride  of  a  Government  and  people  with  *bap 
we  had  bo  many  motives  for  cultivating  relitions  ot 
amity  and  reciprocal  advantage,  wodd  ban  been 
unwise  aad  improper.   Admonished  by  tbe  put  m 
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the  difficulty  of  nukisg  even  the  amplest  statement 
of  our  wrongs,  iritbout  disturbing  the  seasbilittes 
of  thoae  who  had,  hj  their  pontion,  become  leqion- 
^le  Cor  thdr  redress,  and  eamestlT  desirous  of 
preventiag  further  obstacles  from  that  aonrce,  I 
went  out  of  my  way  to  preclude  a  oonstmetioa  of 
the  message,  by  which  the .  recommendation  that 
waa  made  to  Congress  might  be  regarded  as  a 
menace  to  France,  in  not  only  disavowing  such  a 
deugn,  but  in  declaring  that  her  pride  and  her 
power  were  too  well  known  to  expect  any  thing 
fiom  her  fears.  The  message  did  not  reach  Paris 
until  more  than  a  month  after  the  Chambers  had 
been  in  sesenon ;  and  such  was  the  insensibility  of 
the  Ministry  to  our  rightful  claims  and  just  expec- 
tations, that  our  Minister  had  been  informed  that 
the  matter,  when  introduced,  would  not  be  jveaied 
as  a  caUnet  measure. 

Although  the  message  was  not  officially  commu- 
nicated to  the  French  GoTemmeat,  and  notwith- 
standing the  declaration  to  the  contrary  which  it 
contained,  the  French  Ministry  decided  to  conrider 
the  conditional  recommendation  of  reprisals,  a 
menace  and  ai)  insult,  which  the  honor  of  the 
nation  made  it  Incumbeot  on  them  to  resent.  The 
measures  resorted  to  by  them  to  evince  their  sense 
of  the  supposed  indlgnitj^  were,  the  immediate 
recall  of  their  Minister  at  Washington,  the  offer  of 
paflsports  to  the  American  Minister  at  Paris,  and  a 
public  notice  to  the  Xiegislatire  Chunbera,  tiiat  aU 
diplomatic  intercourse  with  the  United  StAtes  had 
been  suspended. 

Having,  in  this  manner,  vindicated  the  dignity 
of  France,  they  next  proceeded  to  Qlostrate  her 
justice.  To  this  end  a  bill  was  Immediately  intro> 
duced  into  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  proposing  to 
make  the  appropriations  necessary  to  carry  mto 
effect  the  treaty.  As  this  hill  subsequently  passed 
into  a  law,  the  provisions  of  which  now  constitute 
the  main  Bobject  of  difficulty  between  the  two 
nations.  It  becomes  my  duty,  in  order  to  place  the 
subject  before  you  in  a  clear  light,  to  trace  the 
history  of  its  passage,  and  to  refer,  with  some  par- 
ticularity, to  the  proceedings  and  discussions  in 
regard  to  it.  The  Minister  of  Finance,  in  his  open- 
ing  speech,  alluded  to  the  measures  which  had  been 
adopted  to  resent  the  supposed  Indigni^,  and 
recommended  the  execution  of  the  treaty  as  a 
measure  required  by  the  honor  and  justice  of 
France.  He,  as  the  organ  of  the  Ministry,  declared 
the  message,  so  long  aa  it  had  not  received  the 
sascUon  of  Congress,  a  mere  expressioa  of  the 
personal  opinion  of  the  President,  for  which  neither 
the  Government  nor  People  of  the  United  States 
were  responsible,  and  that  an  engagement  had 
been  entered  into,  for  the  fulfilment  of  which  the 
honor  of  France  was  pledged.  Entertaining  these 
views,  the  nngte  condition  which  the  French  Min- 
istry proposed  to  annex  to  the  payment  of  the 
money  was,  that  it  should  not  be  made  untU  it  waa 
ascertained  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  had  done  nothing  to  iiyure  the  interests  of 
France ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  no  steps  had  been 
authorized  by  Congress  of  a  hostile  character 
towards  France. 

What  the  diapositioa  or  action  of  Congress  might 
be,  was  then  unknown  to  the  French  Cabinet.  But, 
on  the  14th  of  January,  the  Senate  resolved  that  it 
was,  at  that  time,  inexpedient  to  adopt  any  lensla- 
tive  measnres  bi  regard  to  the  Mate  of  alQUrs 
between  the  United  StatM  and  France,  and  no 


action  on  the  subject  had  occurred  in  the  House  of 
Representatives.  These  fkcts  were  known  in  Paris 
prior  to  the  28th  of  March,  1830,  wlwn  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  bill  of  indemnificathm  had 
been  referred,  reported  it  to  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies.  That  committee  substantially  re-echoed 
the  sentiments  of  the  Ministry,  declared  that  Con- 
gress had  set  aside  the  proportion  of  the  President, 
and  recommended  tlie  passage  of  the  bill  without 
any  other  rastriotion  than  that  ori^nally  propond. 
Thus  was  it  known  to  the  Frendi  lunistry  and 
Chambers,  that  if  the  position  assumed  by  them, 
and  which  had  been  so  f^quently  and  solemnly 
announced  aa  the  only  one  compatible  with  the 
honor  of  France,  was  maintained,  and  the  bill 
passed  as  originally  proposed,  the  money  would  be 
paid,  and  there  would  be  an  end  of  this  unfortunate 
controversy. 

But  this  cheering  prospect  was  soon  destroyed 
by  an  amendment  introduced  into  the  bill  at  the 
moment  of  its  passage,  providing  that  the  money 
should  not  be  paid  until  the  French  Government 
had  received  satisfactory  explanations  of  the  Pres- 
ident's message,  of  the  2d  December,  1834 ;  and 
what  Is  still  more  extraordinary,  the  Pre^deot  of 
the  OouDcil  of  Mlidsters  adopted  this  amendment, 
and  consented  to  its  incorporation  in  the  bill.  In 
regard  to  a  supposed  insult  which  had  been  formally 
resented  by  the  recall  of  their  Minister,  and  the 
offer  of  passports  to  ours,  they  now,  for  the  first 
time,  proposed  to  ask  explanations.  Sentiments 
and  proportions,  which  they  had  declared  coold 
not  Justiy  be  imputed  to  the  Government  or  people 
of  the  Uiuted  States,  are  set  up  as  obstacles  to  the 
performance  of  an  act  of  conceded  justice  to  that 
Government  and  people.  They  had  declared  that 
the  honor  of  France  required  the  fulfilment  of  the 
engagement  into  which  the  King  had  entered, 
unless  Congress  adopted  the  recommendations  of 
the  message.  They  ascertained  that  Congress  did 
not  adopt  them,  and  yet  that  fulfilment  Is  refiised, 
unless  tiiey  first  obtain  from  the  Preddent  exida- 
nationa  of  an  opinion  characterised  by  themsems 
as  personal  and  inoperative. 

The  conception  that  it  waa  my  intention  to 
menace  or  insult  the  Government  of  France,  is  as 
unfounded,  as  the  attempt  to  extort  from  the  fears 
of  that  nation  what  her  sense  of  justice  may  deny, 
would  be  vain  and  ridiculous.  But  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  imposes  on  the  President  the 
duty  of  laying  before  Congress  the  condition  of  the 
country,  in  Its  foreign  and  domestic  relations,  and 
of  recommending  such  measures  as  may,  in  his 
opinion,  be  required  by  its  interests.  From  the 
performance  of  this  duty  be  cannot  be  deterred  by 
the  tew  of  wounding  Uie  aenubilities  of  the  peojde 
or  Government  of  whom  It  may  become  neeesnuy 
to  speak ;  and  the  American  peo[de  are  Incapable 
of  submitting  to  an  interference,  by  any  Govern- 
ment on  earth,  however  powerful,  with  the  IVee 
performance  of  the  domestic  duties  which  the  con- 
stltntion  has  imposed  on  their  public  functionaries. 
The  dtscusdons  which  intervene  between  die  sev- 
eral departments  of  onr  Government  belong  to  our- 
selves ;  and,  for  any  tiling  said  in  them,  our  publlo 
servants  are  only  responsible  to  their  own  constit- 
uents, and  to  each  other.  If,  iq  the  course  of  their 
consultations,  &cts  are  erroneously  stated,  or  unjust 
deductions  are  made,  they  require  no  other  Induce- 
ment to  correct  them,  however  Informed  of  their 
error,  than  their  love  of  justice,  and  what  is  due  to 
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tbeir  own  cbaraotar ;  but  the;  can  never  aabmit  to 
be  ilaterrogated  npOD  Uie  ■^«e^  u  «  matter  of 
right,  by  a  foreign  power.  When  oar  iSaevaiioBa 
tenmnate  in  onr  reepon^IUty  to  for^gn 
powen  commenoM,  not  aa  indiTiduab,  bat  as  a 
nation.  The  principle  which  calls  in  qaettion  the 
President  fbr  the  lanpnage  of  hia  message,  would 
eqnallT  jtutiiy  a  foreign  power  in  denuuding  ex- 
plananon  of  the  langmge  osed  In  the  report  of  a 
ocunmlttee,  or  by  a  member  In  debate. 

Tills  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  Goverament 
of  France  tiaa  taken  exception  to  the  meassges  of 
American  Presidents.  President  Wastungton,and  the 
first  Frewdeat  Adams,  in  the  performaoce  of  their 
dnties  to  the  American  pentU,  fell  under  the  sulmad- 
TCrdona  of  the  French  IHreetory.  The  objection 
taken  by  tbe  Hlalstry  of  Charles  Z.  and  removed 
by  the  explanations  made  by  onr  Minister  upon  the 
spot,  has  already  tteen  adverted  to.  When  it  was 
understood  that  tbe  H inlstry  of  tbe  present  King 
took  exception  to  my  message  of  last  year,  putting 
a  conatruction  mwn  it  wtiioh  was  disavowed  on  ita 
iace,  our  late  Unister  at  Paris,  in  answer  to  the 
Mt«  wfaioh  first  announced  a  dissatisfaction  with 
the  language  used  in  the  message,  made  a  oommn- 
idoatkm  to  the  Frenoh  Qoremment  under  date  of 
the  S9th  of  January,  1886,  odculated  to  remove  alt 
impreesioDS  which  an  unreasonable  susceptibility 
had  created.  He  repeated,  and  called  the  attention 
of  the  French  Government  to,  the  disavowal  con- 
tained in  the  message  itself^  of  anr  intention  to  in- 
timidate by  menaoe— Jie  tmly  decUred  that  it  con- 
tained, and  was  intended  to  contain,  no  charge  of 
01-^th  against  the  King  of  the  French,  and  prop- 
eriy  distinguished  between  the  right  to  complain  m 
nnexcepti<mable  terms,  of  the  omisdoo  to  execute 
an  agreemeat,  and  aa  accusation  of  bad  motives 
In  withholding  such  execution — and  demonstrated, 
the  neeeasary  nse  of  that  right  ought  not  to 
be  considered  as  an  ofbnslTe  imputation.  Although 
this  communication  was  made  without  instructions, 
and  entirely  on  the  Hinister's  own  respoudbility, 
yet  it  was  afterwards  made  the  act  of  this  Govern- 
ment by  my  full  approbation,  and  that  approbation 
was  offloially  made  uiown  on  the  asth  of  April,  1S86, 
to  the  French  Government.  It,  however,  failed  to 
have  any  effect.  The  law.  after  this  friendly  explana- 
tion, passed  with  the  obnoxious  amendment,  support- 
ed by  the  King^i  Unisters,  and  was  finally  q>proved 
by  the  King. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  are  juatiy  attach- 
ed to  a  pacific  system  in  their  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations.  It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  thoy 
■houd  know  whether  their  Government  has  adhered 
to  It  Li  tbe  present  Instance  It  has  been  carried 
to  tbe  utmost  eztoit  that  was  consistent  vitb  a  be- 
coming self-respect.  The  note  of  the  29th  of  Jan- 
uary, to  which  I  have  before  alluded,  was  not  the 
<m]y  one  which  oar  Uinlster  took  upon  himself  tbe 
re^nnbility  of  presenting,  on  the  same  subject, 
and  in  tbe  same  sfMt.  fading  tliat  it  was  intend- 
ed to  make  the  payment  of  a  lust  debt  dependent 
on  the  performance  of  a  concUtion  wUch  bs  knew 
could  never  be  complied  with,  be  thought  it  a  duty  to 
make  another  attempt  to  convince  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, that  whilst  self-respect  and  a  regard  to 
the  ^nlty  of  other  nations  would  always  prevent 
OS  from  unng  any  language  that  ought  to  pve  of- 
fence yet  we  eotdd  never  adndt  a  rig^t  In  any 
foreign  Qoremment  to  ask  explanations  of,  or  to 
Intenerc  In  any  manner  In,  uie  oommDnioations  i 


which  one  branch  of  our  public  councils  mt.it  nitli 
another;  that  in  the  present  case  nosudi  Isngmge 
had  been  used,  and  that  tUs  had  In  a  former  note 
been  fully  and  voluntarily  stated,  before  it  ni  coo- 
templated  to  make  the  explanation  a  conditioD:uul 
that  there  might  be  no  misapprehension,  he  itiW 
the  terms  used  in  that  note,  and  be  oCBcIalljr  infora- 
ed  them  that  it  tiad  t>een  approved  bj  tbe  PreadcBt; 
and  that,  therefore,  eve^  ex|rianation  whlcli  could 
reasonably  be  asked,  or  honorably  gjven,  had  bea 
already  made — that  the  contnnpUted  measare  had 
been  anticipated  by  a  voluntary  and  friendly  dtdi- 
ration,  and  was  therefore  not  only  useless,  but  miglit 
be  deemed  offensive,  and  certunly  would  not  be 
complied  with,  if  annexed  as  a  condition. 

When  this  latter  communication,  to  wUd  I  sp^ 
cially  inrite  the  attention  of  Congress,  wsa  laid  Im- 
fore  me,  I  entert^ed  tbe  hope  that  the  mean!  it 
was  obriouaty  intended  to  afford,  of  an  bononbic 
and  speedy  ai^ustment  of  tbe  cUfficulties  betvcen 
the  two  nations,  would  have  been  accepted,  aod  I 
therefore  did  not  hesitate  to  give  itmysanctionud 
full  approbation.  This  was  doe  to  the  MiDisterwlia 
had  madebimselfrespontiUefortbeacti  aDditvu 
pnUished  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  ud  ii 
now  Ud  before  tbtir  representatives,  to  Am  bov 
far  their  ExecnUve  has  gone  In  its  endearora  u 
restore  a  good  understanding  between  the  tvo 
conotries.  It  would  have  been,  at  any  time,  coa- 
municated  to  tbe  Govenunent  (tf  Fwee,  had  it 
been  oflSdaUjr  requested. 

The  French  Government  having  received  all  tbe 
exf^anation  vhlcb  honor  and  pnndple  pennitlfd,  | 
and  which  oould  in  reason  be  asked,  it  was  boped  ii 
would  no  longer  hesitate  to  pay  tbe  instalmeDtj  nor 
due.   The  agent  authorized  to  receive  the  noDej 
was  Instructed  to  inform  tbe  French  IGnister  of  tua 
readiness  to  do  so.   In  reply  to  tliis  notice,  benj 
told  that  the  money  could  not  then  be  pud,  becnsi  j 
tiie  formafities  required  by  the  act  of  UieCbaiDben  I 
had  not  been  arranged. 

Not  tiaving  recrived  any  official  commooioiioD 
of  the  intentions  of  tbe  flench  Govemmeat, 
anxious  to  bring,  as  far  as  practicable,  tbii  m-^fiy 
ant  aSoir  to  a  close  before  the  meeting  of  Congrm  i 
that  you  might  have  the  whole  subject  before  jov.  I 
I  caused  onr  ChargA  d'Affidres  at  Puis  to  be  in- 
structed to  ask  for  the  final  detemunstioa  of  tbe 
French  Oovemment;  and  in  tbe  event  of  tbst 
refusal  to  pay  the  instalments  now  due,  irithimt 
further  explanations,  toreturn  to  the  TTnitedStaW?-  i 
Tbe  result  of  this  last  application  has  not  k\  \ 
reached  us,  but  is  daily  expected.   Tliat  It  maj  be 
favorable,  is  my  sincere  wisli.   France  having  no*! 
through  all  the  branches  of  her  GovemDieat,u- 
knowiedged  the  validity  of  onr  claims,  and  the  ooO- 

Stion  of  the  treaty  of  1681;  and  there  really  tvA-  i 
J  no  adequate  cause  for  further  delay,  | 
length,  it  may  be  hoped,  adopt  tbe  coarse 
the  interests  of  both  nations,  not  less  thin  tbe  pns- 
ciides  of  justice,  so  imperiouly  require.  The  ttt^J 
bdng  once  exeeated  on  her  par^  littie  wiH  reinui 
to  disturb  the  friendly  relations  of  tbe  two  comitnei. 
nothing,  indeed,  which  will  not  yield  to  tiie  mgg*  I 
tions  of  a  pacific  and  enlightened  policy,  and  to  m  i 
infioence  of  that  mutual  good  will  and  of  those  gen- 
erous recollections,  which  we  may  confidently  ei* 
pect  will  then  be  revived  in  all  their  ancient  r««' 
In  any  event,  however,  the  principle  inrolTed  m 
the  new  aspect  which  has  been  given  to  the  cnotn^ 
i  Teny,  is  so  ritally  important  to  the  Indepenwu 
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administration  of  the  OoTercmeBt,  ttut  it  can  nei- 
ther be  aurrendered  nor  compromittrd,  without 
national  degradation.  X  hope  it  ia  annecessary  for 
me  to  say,  that  Buch  a  eacriflce  will  not  be  made 
through  any  agency  of  mine.  The  honor  of  my 
country  shall  nerer  be  stained  by  an  apology  from 
me,  for  the  statement  of  truth  and  the  performance 
of  duty ;  nor  can  I  cjve  any  explanation  of  my  o^- 
ciol  except  Buca  aa  Is  dae  to  integrity  andjus- 
tlce,  and  conratent  vith  the  principles  on  wUoh  our 
instituUona  hare  been  finmed.  This  determination 
wilt,  I  am  confident,  be  approTed  by  my  constitu- 
ents. I  have,  indeed,  studied  their  character  to 
but  little  purpose,  if  the  sum  of  twenty-five  millions 
of  firanca  will  have  the  weight  of  a  feather,  in  the 
eatimaUon  of  whwt  appertams  to  their  natbnal  !n< 
dependence ;  and  if,  unhappily,  a  different  impres- 
rion  should  at  any  time  obttdn  in  any  quarter,  they 
will,  I  am  sure,  rally  round  the  Oovernment  of  their 
choice  with  alacrity  and  unanimity,  and  ulence  for- 
ever the  degrading  imputation. 

Having  thus  iHmkly  presented  to  yon  the  circum- 
Btanoea  which,  idnoe  the  last  sesdon  of  Congress, 
have  occurred  la  this  Interesting  and  ImpOTtant 
matter,  with  the  views  of  the  Executive  in  regard 
to  them,  it  is  at  this  time  only  necessary  to  add, 
that  whenever  the  advices,  now  daily  expected  from 
our  Charge  d'Al&ires,  sliall  hare  been  received,  they 
will  be  made  the  subject  of  a  spedal  communica- 
tion. 

The  condition  of  the  Public  Finances  was  never 
more  flattering  than  at  the  present  period. 

^ce  my  last  annual  conunnnkatioo,  all  the  re- 
meuns  of  the  Public  Debt  have  been  redeemed,  or 
money  has  been  placed  in  deposit  for  this  purpose, 
whenever  the  creditors  choose  to  receive  it.  All 
the  other  pecuniary  engagements  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  honorably  and  prompUy  fulfilled, 
and  there  will  be  a  balance  in  tiia  TreasuTy,  at  the 
close  of  the  present  year,  of  abont  nineteen  millions 
of  dollars.  It  is  believed,  that  after  meeting  all 
outstanding  and  unexpended  appropriations,  there 
will  remain  near  eleven  millions  to  be  appUed  to 
any  new  objects  which  Congress  may  designate,  or 
to  the  more  rapid  execution  of  the  works  lUready  In 
progress.  IniUd of  these  ol^ects,  and  to  satisfy 
the  current  expenditares  of  the  ensuing  year,  it  Is 
estimated  that  there  will  be  reoelTed,  from  various 
sources,  twenty  nullions  more  In  1880. 

Should  Congress  make  new  appropriations,  in 
conformity  with  the  estimates  which  will  be  sub- 
mittedfrom  the  proper  departments,  amounting  to 
about  twenty-four  milfions,  still  the  available  sur- 
plus at  the  eloM  of  the  next  year,  after  deducting 
all  unexpended  appropriations,  will  probably  be  not 
less  than  dx  miUione.  This  sum  can,  in  my  judg- 
ment, be  now  usefully  applied  to  proposed  Im- 
provements  in  our  Navy  Yanis,  and  to  new  national 
works,  which  are  not  enumerated  in  the  present  es- 
timates, or  to  the  more  rapid  completion  of  those 
already  begun.  Either  would  be  constitutional  and 
useful,  and  would  render  unnecessary  any  attempt,  in 
our  present  peculiar  condition,  to  divide  tiie  sur- 
plus revenue,  or  to  reduce  it  any  faster  than  will  be 
effected  by  the  existing  laws.  In  any  event,  as  the 
annual  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
will  enter  into  dettuls,  showing  the  probability  of 
some  decrtase  in  the  revenue  during  the  next 
■even  years,  and  a  very  conddorable  d^uction  in 
1842,  ft  Is  not  recommended  that  Congress  should 
undertake  to  modi^  the  present  taiU^  so  as  to  dit- 


turb  the  prindples  on  wUch  the  compromise  act 
was  passed,  l^ation  on  some  of  the  articles  of 
general  consnmption,  which  are  not  In  competititm 
with  our  own  productions,  may  be,  no  doubt,  so 
diminished  as  to  lessen,  to  some  extent,  the  source 
of  this  revenue  ;  and  the  same  object  can  also  be 
as^ted  by  more  liberal  provisions  for  the  snl^ccts 
of  public  defence,  which  m  the  present  state  of  our 
prosperity  and  wealth,  may  be  expected  to  engage 
your  attention.  however,  after  satisfying  au  we 
demands  wl^ch  can  arise  from  these  sources,  the 
unexpended  balance  in  the  Treasury  should  still 
continue  to  increase,  it  Would  be  better  to  bear 
with  the  evil  until  the  great  changes  contemplated 
In  our  tariff  laws  have  occurred,  and  shall  enable  us 
to  revise  the  system  with  that  care  and  dienmspeo- 
tion  which  are  dne  to  so  deHcate  and  Important  a 
subject. 

It  Is  cert^nly  our  duty  to  diminish,  as  far  aa  we 
can,  the  burdens  of  taxation,  and  to  regard  all  the 
restrictions  which  are  imposed  on  the  trade  and  nav- 
igation of  our  citizens  as  evils,  which  we  sholl  mit- 
^te  whenever  we  are  not  prevented  by  the  ad- 
verso  legislation  and  policy  of  fordgn  nations,  or 
those  pnmary  duties  wUch  the  defence  and  Inde- 
pendence of  our  country  enjoin  upon  us.  That  we 
have  accomplished  much  towards  the  relief  of  our 
citizens  by  the  changes  which  have  accompanied 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  adoption 
of  the  present  revenue  laws,  Is  manifest  from  the 
fact  that,  compared  with  lE^,  there  is  a  diminu- 
tion of  near  twenty-fire  tuitions  in  the  last  two 
years,  and  that  our  expenditnres,  independently  of 
those  for  the  public  debt,  have  been  reduced  near 
nine  millions  during  the  same  period.  Let  us  trust, 
that  by  the  continued  observance  of  economy,  and 
by  harmonizing  the  great  interests  of  agriculture, 
manulactures,  and  commerce,  much  more  may  be 
accomplished  to  diminish  the  hardens  of  Govern- 
ment, and  to  Increase  sUll  itarlher  the  enterprise 
and  the  patriotic  affection  of  all  classes  of  our  dtl- 
xens,  and  all  the  members  of  our  happy  Confeder- 
acy. As  the  data  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury will  lay  before  yon,  in  regard  to  our  financial 
resources,  arc  fiill  and  extended,  and  will  ofToi^  a 
safe  guide  in  yfnir  future  calculations,  I  think  H  un- 
necessary to  olTer  any  farther  observations  on  that 
subject  here. 

Among  the  evidences  of  the  increasing  prosperity 
of  the  country,  not  the  least  gratifying  Is  that  af- 
forded by  the  receipts  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
,  lands,  which  amount  in  the  present  year,  to  the 
unexpected  sum  of  $11,000,000. — This  circumetance 
attests  the  rapiiUty  witli  which  agriculture,  the  first 
and  most  important  occupation  of  man,  advances, 
and  contributes  to  the  wealth  and  power  of  our  ex- 
tended territory.  Being  still  of  the  opinion  that  it 
is  our  best  policy,  aa  far  as  we  can,  consistently 
vith  the  obligations  under  which  those  lands  were 
ceded  to  the  UDited  Sutes,  to  promote  thdr  speedy 
settlement,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
present  Congress  to  the  suggestions  X  have  offered 
respecting  it  in  my  fbrmer  messages. 

The  extraordinary  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the 
pubUe  lands  invite  you  to  consider  what  improve- 
ments the  land  system,  and  porticulariy  the  condi- 
tion of  the  General  Land  Office,  may  require.  At 
the  time  this  institution  was  organized,  near  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  ago,  it  would  probably  have  been 
thought  extraragaot  to  anticipate,  for  this  period, 
such  an  addition  to  Its  bodnestf  as  has  been  prodoeed 
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hy  the  rtst  increase  of  tliose  sales  during  the  past 
and  present  years.  It  may  also  be  observed  that, 
nnce  the  years  1813,  the  land  offices  and  surTeytng 
^tricts  have  been  greatly  multiplied,  and  that  nu- 
meroos  legialadTe  eaaotments,  from  year  to  year, 
rinee  that  time,  bave  imposed  a  great  amoont  of 
Dflw  and  addidonal  daties  upon  that  office  ;  while 
the  want  of  a  timely  allocation  of  force,  commen- 
•orate  with  the  care  and  labor  required,  has  caused 
the  iDcreasing  embarrassment  of  accumulated  ar- 
rears  in  the  Afferent  branches  of  the  establishment. 

These  Impedmenta  to  the  expedition  of  much 
duty  In  the  General  ][<and  Office  induce  me  to  sub- 
mit to  your  judgment,  whether  some  medication 
of  the  laws  rela^ng  to  its  organization,  or  an  oigan- 
izatlon  of  a  new  character,  be  not  called  for  at  the 
present  juncture,  to  enable  the  office  to  accompli^ 
all  the  ends  of  its  institution  with  a  greater  degree 
of  fbdlity  and  |Homptitude  than  experience  bai 
moTed  to  be  practicable,  under  elating  regulations. 
The  variety  of  the  concerns,  and  tiie  magmtade  and 
complexity  of  the  details  occupying  afed  dividing 
the  attention  of  the  Commissioner,  appear  to  render 
it  ^fficnlt,  if  not  impracticable,  for  that  officer,  by 
any  possible  atatdnity,  to  bestow  on  all  the  multi- 
farious subjects,  upon  which  he  is  called  to  act,  the 
ready  and  careful  attention  due  to  their  respective 
importance ;  unless  the  Legislature  shall  asidst  him 
by  a  law  providing,  or  enabling  him  to  provide,  for  a 
more  regular  and  economical  divtribntioo  of  labor, 
with  the  incident  responnbility,  among  those  em- 
ployed under  his  direction.  The  mere  manual  oper- 
ation of  affixing  bis  rignature  to  the  vast  number 
of  documents  issuing  irom  his  office,  subtracta  so 
laigely  from  the  time  and  attention  daimed  by  the 
weighty  and  complicated  subjects  duly  accumulating 
in  that  branch  of  the  public  service,  as  to  indicate 
the  strong  necessity  of  reiising  the  organic  law  of  the 
establishment.  It  will  be  easy  for  Congress,  here- 
after, to  proportion  the  expenditure  on  account  of 
thb  branch  of  the  service  to  its  real  mnta,  by  abol- 
ishing, from  timeto  time,  the  offices  which  can  be 
(fispensed  with. 

The  extinction  of  the  Fablic  Debt  having  talcen 
place,  there  is  no  longer  any  use  for  the  offices  of 
Commissioners  of  Louis  and  of  the  inking  Fund. 
I  recommend,  therefore,  that  they  be  abolished,  and 
that  p^per  measures  be  taken  for  the  transfer,  to 
the  Treasury  Department,  of  any  funds,  books,  and 
papers,  connected  with  the  operations  of  those  offi- 
ces ;  and  that  the  prt^r  power  be  gt*tn  to  that 
I^partment  for  dosing,  flnaUy,  any  portion  of  their 
buMness  which  may  remain  to  be  settled. 

It  is  abo  incumbent  on  Congress,  in  guarding  the 
pecuniary  interests  of  the  country,  to  discontinue, 
by  such  a  law  as  was  passed  in  1612,  the  receipt  of 
the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  pay- 
ment  of  the  pobllc  revenue ;  and  to  provide  for  the 
dttlgoation  of  an  agent,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
take  charge  of  the  books  and  stock  of  the  United 
States  in  that  institution,  and  to  close  all  connection 
with  it,  after  the  8d  of  March,  1886,  when  itschar- 
ter  expires.  In  making  provi^on  in  regard  to  the 
disposition  of  this  stock,  it  will  be  essential  to  define 
dearly  and  strictly,  the  duties  and  powera  of  the 
officers  charged  with  that  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. 

Zt  will  be  seen  from  the  correspondence  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  lay  before  you, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  large  amount  of  the  stock 
Vliloh  the  United  States  hold  in  that  institution,  no 


information  has  yet  been  commnnwated  v)aA  C 
enable  the  Government  to  anticipate  vha  h  x 
receive  any  dividends,  or  derive  any  benefitfmi 
Connected  with  the  conditiim  oi  the  fiaua^ar: 
the  flonrisliing  state  ofttie  ootmtrjinsllittbaid- 
ea  of  industry,  it  is  pleadng  to  witaev  tbe  ■hi- 
teges  which  nave  been  alnady  derived  fne  a 
recent  laws  regulating  the  valoe  of  the  g«ld  eoiiw 
These  ad vanti^s  wiU  be  more  ajqwreot  in  ibe 
of  the  next  year,  when  the  branch  nuDtai>u)>«->: 
to  be  established  in  North  CaroUaa,  Geo^  u. 
Loitisiana,  shall  have  gone  into  meialiei. 
Bs  it  is  hoped  they  will  be,  by  AutaerrefbtBisiii:: 
banking  systems  of  the  Stat^  and  by  jo&ions 
ulations  on  the  part  of  Congress,  in  rektioD 
custody  of  the  public  moneys,  it  may  be  cnUdi 
anticipated  tlwt  the  use  of  gtdd  and  aliet,  u  ic- 
onlating  medium,  will  become  general  mtbcir- 
nary  transactioDS,  CMinected  with  thehWfl/af 
country.  The  graat  desideratum,  in  modea  an 
is  an  effident  chtok  upon  tbe  power  of  bu^  \k- 
venting  that  excesrive  issue  of  paper  wkeocc  *» 
those  fluctuations  in  the  standard  of  vabe,  *^ 
render  uncertun  the  rewards  of  labor.  It  wif 
posed  by  those  who  established  tbe  But  tl  b> 
united  States,  that  from  the  cre^  given  te&:' 
the  custody  of  tbe  public  moneyi^wid  tiitrp^- 
IcflflH,  and  the  precantimu  taken  to  gpa^  te^s 
the  evOs  wUch  tne  ooonfary  bad  soUiatd  in  tk  but 

mptcy  of  many  of  the  SUte  iDStltatioia  of  lit 
period,  we  should  derive  from  that  institiliw  >ii  > 
secarity  and  benefits  of  a  sound  carrene j,  ud  fi^ 
good  end  that  was  attainable  under  thu  ft'^ 
of  the  constitution  wUch  authorizes  CougrfCiiK 
to  cdn  money  and  regulate  tbe  value  theml  » 
it  is  scarcely  necessary  now  to  say  thu  Umk 
cipations  have  not  been  realised.  After  tbe  u» 
»ve  embarrassment  and  distress  recentljr 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  froin  vluii  » 
country  is  now  recovering,  aggravated  Mtberi-' 
by  jvetenaons  to  power  which  defied  Ae  p«b&  ^ 
thorfty,  and  wUch,  if  acqatasced  in  by  ibem^ 
would  have  changed  the  whole  chsnwtn  ol  w 
Government,  every  candid  and  intell^t  mn^ 
must  admit  that,  for  the  attafnmeiitef  Uie^^' 
vantages  of  a  sound  currency,  we  mort  loa  » ' 
course  of  legislation  radically  diiferent  ^ 
which  created  such  an  institution. 

In  oonddering  the  means  of  obtuning  '^^'"^ 
tant  an  end,  we  must  set  ande  all  0^'°'^'^ 
temporary  convenience,  and  be  infiiteDcedbju>» 
only  which  are  In  bannony  with  tbe  tne  chw^ 
and  the  pernument  interests  of  the  Repom  ^ 
must  recur  to  first  primaples,  and  see  rbatii  a* 
has  prevented  the  le^slation  of  C«ME«»T^^ 
SUtes,  on  the  subject  of  currency,  from 
the  public  expectation,  and  realizing  "^"j^ 
sponding  to  ttiose  whicb  have  atteaded  the  »^ 
of  our  system  when  truly  condstent  with  w  P' 
prittdide  of  equality  npon  whicb  it  wstttM*! 
that  spirit  of  forbearance  and  mututi  ^^tJ 
and  generous  patriotism,  which  was  4^^"*^  ^ 
must  ever  eOBtinue  to  be,  tbe  vital  etew  " 
Union.  .  ^ 

On  this  snbject  I  am  sore  that  I 
taken,  in  ascnbing  oarvrantof  suocwUU''^ 
conntenanoe  which  has  been  allbrded  to  m  ^ 
of  monopoly.  AUthe  serious  ^""^J!^^ 
system  has  yet  encountered,  may  be  ""^v^ 
resort  to  implied  powers^  and  tbe  oae  « t^^TJ 
clothed  witii  privilegea,  the         -"^  "  " 
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vance  the  iutereats  of  the  few  at  the  expeose  of  the 
many.  We  hare  fell  bat  one  class  <d  these  dangers 
ezUnted  In  tbe  Mmteit  wued  bj  (he  Bank  of  the 
TTnlted  States  against  the  GOTetnment  for  the  laat 
four  jean.  Happily,  they  have  been  obviated  for 
tbe  (wesent  by  tmo  indignant  resistance  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  but  we  should  recollect  that  the  princifde 
whence  they  sprong  is  an  ever  actire  one,  which 
will  not  fUl  to  renew  its  efforts  in  the  same  and  in 
other  fimns,  m  long  m  there  li  hope  of  sooceas, 
founded  dther  on  the  mattentimi  of  the  peoi^e,  or 
the  treachen  of  thdr  rein^seataUTes,  to  the  subtle 
progrese  of  its  hiflaence.  The  bank  is,  in  &ct,  bat 
one  of  the  fhilts  of  a  system  at  war  with  the  gemns  of 
all  oar  institutions — a  system  founded  apoD  a  politi- 
cal creed,  the  fbodamental  prindi^  of  which  is  a 
distmat  of  the  popular  will  as  a  si^e  regulator  of 
politieal  power,  and  whose  great  ultimate  ol^ieot, 
and  inentable  remit,  shonld  U  preraU,  is  the  con- 
solidation of  all  power  in  oor  s^tem  Id  one  oentrol 
QoTenunent.  Lavish  public  diri>or8ement8,  and 
corporations  with  ezclufBTe  privfleges,  would  be  its 
Butwdtutes  for  the  original,  and,  as  yet,  sound  checks 
and  balances  of  the  oonstitutlcK)— the  means  by 
whoee  dlent  and  secret  operation  a  control  would 
be  exercised  by  the  few  over  the  ptditieal  ooodnot . 
of  the  many,  by  first  acquiring  that  centred  over  the 
labor  and  earnbiga  of  the  gmit  body  of  the  peo[^. 
Wherever  this  s^t  has  elfocted  an  allianee  witii 
political  power,  tyranny  and  despotism  bare  been 
tbe  fruit.  If  it  is  ever  used  fiir  the  ends  of  govem- 
ment,  it  has  to  be  Incessantiy  watched,  or  it  comrots 
the  sonrces  of  the  pnl^  virtue,  and  a^tatee  uie 
country  with  questions  nn&vorable  to  the  harmoni- 
ous and  steady  pursuit  of  its  true  interests. 

We  are  now  to  see  whether,  in  tiie  pr^ent  favor- 
able con<£tion  of  the  country,  we  cannot  take  an 
effectual  stand  agstost  the  spirit  of  monopoly,  and 
practically  prove,  in  respect  to  tbe  currency  as  well 
as  other  important  Intenata,  that  there  is  no  naoes* 
■Uy  im  so  eztendve  a  resort  to  it  as  that  which  has 
been  heretofore  practised.  The  expeitenM  (mF  an- 
other year  hss  confirmed  the  utter  &Da<7  of  the 
idea  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  neces- 
sary as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Oovermnent.  Without 
its  ud,  as  such,  indeed,  in  despite  of  all  tbe  embar- 
rassment it  was  in  its  power  to  create,  tbe  revenue 
has  been  paid  with  punctuality  by  our  citizens;  the 
business  of  exchange,  both  foreign  and  d<Hnes^ 
has  been  eondacted  with  convenience,  and  the  drco- 
ladng  medium  has  been  greatiy  improved.  By  tiie 
ose  of  the  State  banks,  which  do  not  derive  their 
charters  from  the  General  Government,  and  are  not 
controlled  by  its  authority,  it  is  ascertained  that  the 
moneys  of  the  United  States  can  be  coUectod  and 
diabarsed  without  loss  or  inconvenience,  ud  that 
an  the  wants  nt  the  community,  in  relanm  to  ex- 
change and  ettrreocy,  are  suiqiUiBd  as  well  as  they 
have  ever  been  b^we.  Ii^  under  drcnmstaDoes 
the  most  un&vorable  to  tbe  steadiness  of  the  money 
market,  it  has  been  found  that  the  conBiderations 
on  which  the  Buik  of  tbe  United  States  rested  its 
clrimstothapnbliofavor  were  Imaginary  and gronndr 
less,  it  cannot  be  donbted  that  tho  experience  of 
the  fliture  wQl  be  more  deddve  against  them. 

It  has  been  seen,  that  without  the  agency  of  a  great 
moneyed  monopoly,  the  revenue  can  be  collected, 
and  conveniently  and  safely  applied  to  all  the  pur- 
poses of  tlie  ptdiUc  expendture.  It  is  also  ascer- 
tained that,  uistead  of  bdng  neoeesarily  made  to 
promote  the  evils  of  an  lucbecked  p^>er  system. 


the  management  of  the  revenue  can  be  made  auxil- 
iary to  the  reform  which  the  Legislatures  of  several 
of  the  States  have  already  commenced  in  regard  to 
the  suppresrion  of  small  bills;  and  which  has  only 
to  be  fostered  by  proper  regulations  on  tiie  part  of 
Congress  to  secure  a  practical  return,  to  the  extent 
required  for  the  security  of  the  currency,  to  the  con- 
stitaUonal  medium.  Severed  irom  the  Government 
as  political  en^ee,  and  not  susceptible  of  danger- 
oos  extension  and  comUnation,  the  State  banks  will 
not  be  tempted,  nor  will  they  have  tiie  power  which 
we  have  seen  exercised,  to  divert  the  public  fiinds 
from  the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  Government. 
The  collection  and  custody  of  the  revenue  being, 
on  the  contrary,  a  aonrce  of  credit  to  them,  will  in- 
crease the  security  which  tbe  States  provide  for  a 
faithful  execution  of  their  trusts,  by  multiplying 
the  scrutinies  to  wliich  their  operations  and  ac- 
oounte  wHl  be  sutyected.  Thus  disposed,  as  w^ 
from  interest  as  the  obligations  of  ukAt  charters, 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  such  conditions  as  Con- 
^nsB  may  see  fit  to  adopt  respecting  the  deposits 
in  these  institutions,  with  a  view  to  the  gradual  disuse 
of  the  small  bills,  will  be  cheerfully  complied  with ; 
and  that  we  shall  soon  gain,  in  place  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  a  practical  reform  in  the  whole 
paper  system  of  the  conutry.  If,  by  this  policy,  we 
can  ultimately  witness  the  sappressioa  of  all  bank 
bills  below  twenty  dcdlars,  it  is  apparent  that  gold 
and  silver  will  take  their  place,  and  become  the 
principal  circulating  mei^um  in  the  common  bu^- 
ness  of  tbe  fiumers  and  mechanics  of  the  country. 
Tbe  attainment  of  such  a  result  will  fiorm  an  era  m 
the  history  of  our  country,  wUoh  will  be  dwelt  upon 
with  delight  by  every  true  fHend  of  its  liberty  and 
independence.  It  will  ligbtm  tbe  great  tax  which 
our  paper  system  has  so  long  collected  from  the 
earnings  of  labor,  and  do  more  to  revive  and  per- 
petuate those  habite  of  economy  and  wmplicity 
wUoh  are  ap  congenial  to  the  character  of  republi- 
eans,  than  all  the  lei^slation  wluch  has  yet  been 
attempted. 

To  this  suliject  I  feel  that  I  cannot  too  earnestly 
invite  tbe  especial  attention  of  Congress,  without 
the  exercise  of  whose  authority,  the  opportunity  to 
accomplish  so  much  public  good  must  pass  unim- 
proved. Deeply  impressed  with  its  vital  import- 
ance, tbe  Executive  has  taken  all  the  steps  within 
his  constitutional  power,  to-^rd  tbe  public  reve- 
nue, and  defeat  the  expectetion  which  ue  Bank  of 
the  United  States  indulged,  of  renewing  and  perpet- 
uating its  monopoly,  on  the  ground  of  its  necessity 
as  a  fiscal  agent,  and  as  affording  a  sounder  currency 
than  could  be  obteined  without  such  an  institution. 
In  the  performance  of  this  duty  nuicb  respondbilitj 
was  iBourred  wUch  wonid  have  been  gladly  avtuded, 
if  the  stake  which  the  public  bad  in  tbe  question 
could  have  been  otherwise  preserved.  Althoiwh 
clothed  with  the  legal  antiiority,  and  supported  by 
precedent,  I  was  aware  that  there  was,  m  the  act 
of  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  a  liability  to  excite 
that  sensitiveness  to  Executive  power  which  it  is  the 
obanctoristio  and  the  duty  of  fVeemen  to  indulge ; 
bot  I  rdied  on  this  feeling,  also,  directed  by  patriot- 
ism and  intelligence,  to  vindicate  the  conduct  which, 
in  the  end,  would  appear  to  have  been  called  for  by 
the  best  interests  of  my  country.  The  apprehen- 
sions natural  to  this  feeling,  that  there  may  have  been 
a  dcttre,  through  the  instrumentality  of  that  measure, 
to  extend  tbe  Executive  influeuce,  or  that  it  may 
have  Iwen  prompted  by  motives  not  sofficientiy  free 
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from  unbhion,  were  not  orerlooked.  Tinder  the 
operaUon  of  our  institutioiia,  tfae  public  servant  who 
is  oabed  on  to  take  a  step  of  mA  respondbiUtj, 
flhoold  feel  in  the  freedom  which  nvea  tIm  to  such 
spprebenslonB,  his  highest  eecnnty.  When  un- 
founded, the  attention  -which  they  arouse,  and  the 
diecuBsions  they  excite,  deprive  those  who  indulge 
them,  of  the  power  to  do  harm ;  when  just,  they  but 
hasten  the  certainty  with  wluch  the  great  body  of 
our  dtiiens  nerer  fell  to  repel  u  attempt  to  procore 
their  aancdOD  to  any  ezenuse  of  power  Ineondstent 
with  the  jealous  maintenosce  of  their  rights.  Under 
Buch  convictions,  and  entertaining  no  doubt  that 
my  constitutional  obligations  demanded  the  steps 
which  were  taken  in  reference  to  the  removal  of  the 
depodts,  it  was  imposdble  for  me  to  be  deteired 
ttom  the  path  of  duty,  by  a  fear  that  my  motives 
could  be  mi^ttdged,  or  that  political  pngndices  could 
defaat  the  just  cooddetation  of  the  merits  of  my 
conduct.  The  result  haa  shown  how  safe  is  this  re- 
liance upon  the  patriotic  temper  and  enlightened 
discernment  of  the  people.  That  measure  has  sow 
been  before  tiiem,  and  has  stood  the  test  of  all  the 
severe  analyds  which  its  ceneral  importance,  the 
interests  it  affected,  and  the  apprehuisions  it  ex- 
dted,  were  calocliaed  to  piroduce :  and  It  now  re- 
mains for  Congress  to  eonrider  vriiat  fafj^slation  bos 
become  necessary  in  consegnence. 

I  need  only  add  to  what  I  have,  on  former  occa- 
sions, said  on  this  subject  generally,  that  in  the  reg- 
ulations which  Congress  may' prescribe  respecting 
the  custody  of  ibt  public  moneys,  it  is  desirable 
that  as  littk  discreUon  as  may  be  deemed  consistent 
with  their  safe  keejnng  should  be  given  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive agents.  No  one  can  be  more  deeply  im- 
pressed than  I  am  with  the  soundness  of  the  doctrine 
which  restrains  and  limits,  by  apeclflo  provinons, 
Esecutive  discretion,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  preservation  of  Its  constitutional 
character.  In  respect  to  the  control  over  the  pub- 
He  money,  tMs  doctrine  is  peculiarly  applicable,  and 
is  In  harmony  with  the  great  principle  which  I  felt 
I  was  sustaining  in  the  controversy  with  the  Bonk 
of  the  United  States ;  which  has  resulted  in  sever- 
ing, to  some  extent,  a  dangerous  connection  between 
a  moneyed  and  poUtical  power.  The  duty  of  tbe 
legislature  to  define,  by  clear  and  poritive  enact- 
ment, the  nature  and  extent  of  the  action  which  it 
beloo«B  to  the  ExecuUve  to  superintezid,  springs 
out  of  a  poHey  analogous  to  that  which  enjoins  upon 
aU  the  branches  of  the  Federal  Government  an  absti- 
nence from  the  exercise  of  powers  not  clearly  grant- 
ed. In  such  a  Government,  possessing  only  limited 
and  specific  powers,  the  spirit  of  its  genenu  admin- 
istratioa  cannot  be  wise  or  just,  when  it  opposes  the 
reference  of  all  doobtftd  polnta  to  the  great  source 
of  authority,  the  States  and  the  people,  whose  num- 
ber and  diverrified  relations,  securing  them  against 
the  iufiuences  and  excitements  which  may  mislead 
their  agents,  make  them  the  safest  depoutory  of 
power.  In  its  application  to  the  Executive,  with 
reference  to  tfae  Legislative  branch  of  tbe  Govera- 
Aent,  the  same  rule  of  action  should  make  the  Fre^ 
dent  ever  anxious  to  avoid  the  exercise  of  any  dis- 
cretionary authority,  which  can  be  regulated  by 
Cnngress.  The  biases  which  may  operate  npon  hhn 
will  not  be  so  likely  to  extend  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  th^t  body. 

In  my  former  messages  to  Congress  I  have  re- 
peatedly urged  the  propriety  of  lessening  the  dis- 
cretionary authority  loj^;ed  in  the  various  Depart- 


ments, but  it  has  produced  no  eflect  u  th,  a- 
cept  the  (Uscontiaaance  of  extra  aUenani : 
the  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  oobsthatad  ie 
salaries  in  the  latter.  It  is  b^eved  tlat  tki  aee 
principles  could  be  advantageondy  aiqified,  is  l 
cases,  and  would  promote  the  etfideocy  tBd«» 
omy  of  the  public  service,  at  tbe  buds  tiw  4c 
greater  satis&ction  and  more  equal  jostioevfRddv 
secured  to  the  publio  offioen  genenlly. 

The  accomiwnying  S^ort  of  tbe  Secretui  i 
War  will  put  you  In  possearioa  of  lhaqienttn( 
tbe  Department  confided  to  his  care,  ia  dl  iu  dhe^ 
ufled  relations,  during  tbe  past  yesr. 

I  am  gratified  in  bdng  able  to  infona  yndmK 
occurrence  has  required  any  movemeat  of  ibe  c;- 
tary  force,  except  such  as  is  aomawB  t»  ttaua 
peaces  The  services  of  dieannyhavefcceifBKi 
to  thdr  usual  duties  at  the  TaiMusgsniMaiQa 
the  Atlantic  and  Inland  frontier,  with  theeittF«e> 
stated  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  OarsBaBmlu^ 
establidiment  appean  to  be  adequate  to  tbe  fe 
poses  for  which  it  is  maintuued,  audit  fomi:v 
cleus  around  which  any  additittul  fone  but  tt 
collected,  should  the  publio  exigencies  uifortiafc) 
require  any  increase  of  our  military  metiu. 

The  various  acta  of  Congress  wUch  kn 
recently  passed  in  relation  to  tbe  army,  htte» 
proved  its  condition,  and  have  rendered  ibsp 
zatioD  more  usefbl  and  violent.  Itisktilloe 
in  astate  for  prompt  and  vigoronsaotioo,u<l'i<^ 
tains  within  Itself  the  power  of  extentimtsr 
neeful  limit ;  while,  at  tiie  same  time,  it  paa*e 
that  knowledge,  both  theoretical  and  pneda. 
whl^  education  and  ezperieneo  alone  cM^- 
and  which,  if  not  acqoired  and  preienedhtee 
'peace,  must  be  son^t  mider  peat  4MnK^ 
In  time  of  war. 

The  duties  of  the  Engineer  Corps  pom  kn! 
upon  that  broach  of  tbe  servioe ;  and  the  polfc* 
tetest  requires  an  adtttUon  to  its  itKn^  » 
nature  the  works  in  wbkh  tbe  eOcert  uej^ 
gaged,  render  necessary  profeadmal  kasilKp 
and  experience,  and  there  ia  no  ecooomj  \a  coas- 
ting to  them  more  duties  than  titey  can  ptffi>n  ' 
in  asngnlng  these  to  other  persons  tempwu^T  * 
ployed,  and  too  often,  of  neccsaty,  wiUKHrtiH  * 
qualifications  which  such  service  demand  'j'' 
commend  this  solgeot  to  yonr  attentioB, 
tbe  pn^oaitionsubndtted  at  the  lHtssidoiL(riu« 
grees,  and  now  renewed,  for  a  re^wpw**" " 
the  Topographical  Corps.  Thi8re^>rga»»i»«* 
be  effected  without  any  addition  to  the  l<«« 
expenditure,  and  with  much  advantage  (o  tvp 
Uc  servioe.  The  branch  of  duties  whiol>  i*™* 
upon  these  officers  is  at  idl  times  faitenitiBt;  "1^ 
community,  and  the  lafonnatioBltanisbMifrr*'" 
is  useful  In  peace  and  in  war. 

Huch  loss  and  inconvenience  have  J?"^ 
enced  in  consequence  of  the  fUlnre  of  tbe fHUc^ 
tuning  the  ordinary  appropriations  for  fo'^'^J^T 
which  passed  one  branch  of  the  Natkiml 
tuieatthe  lastsesaon,  but  was  lost  ia  UM«|r 
This  fiUhire  was  the  mote  regntled,  not  <^  ^ 
cause  it  necessarily  Interrupted  and  ^^^rZ 
progress  of  a  system  of  nation^  defend,  f^^. 
immediately  after  tbe  but  ™p"*""*^^ 
pursued,  but  aUo  because  it  co='""^.\*i?r^ 
appropriation  inserted  in  accordance  witb 
of  the  Executive  in  aid  of  this  »"P?^2"L'2S 
and  other  brandies  of  the  national  ^^•■'^5* 
portions  of  which  might  have  been  lam 
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■ppUed  dorine  tbe  put  season.  I  invite  your  early 
attention  to  uat  put  of  tb«  report  of  the  Beoretary 
of  War  vhich  relates  to  ttiis  eabject,  and  recom- 
mend  an  appropriation  suffloientl;  liberal  to  acceler- 
ate the  armament  of  the  fortifications,  agreeably 
to  the  proposition  submitted  by  him,  and  to  plaoe 
our  whole  Atlantic  seaboard  in  a  complete  atste  of 
d^nce.  A  jnst  regard  to  the  permanent  IntereeU 
of  the  country  eridenUy  require*  this  measure,  bat 
there  are  also  other  reaaons  which,  at  the  present 
juncture,  dre  it  peculiar  force,  and  make  It  my 
duty  to  call  to  the  subject  year  special  considera- 
tion. 

The  preaent  system  of  Military  Edocatkm  has 
been  in  operation  sufficiently  long  to  test  Its  omM* 
ness,  and  it  has  given  to  the  army  a  valuable  body 
of  officers.  It  is  not  alone  in  the  improvement, 
discipline,  and  operation  of  the  troops,  that  these 
officers  are  employed.  They  are  also  extensively 
engaged  in  the  adminiBbrativQ  and  fiscal  conoerns 
of  the  various  matters  confided  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment ;  in  the  execution  of  the  staff  duties,  nsoally 
appertaining  to  military  organisation;  in  the  re- 
moval of  the  Indians,  sod  in  the  disbursements  of 
the  various  expenditures  growing  out  of  oar  Indian 
relations ;  in  the  formation  of  roads  and  in  the  im- 
provement of  harbors  and  river%;  in  the  construo- 
tion  of  fortifications,  In  the  fabrtcation  of  much  of 
the  materiel  required  for  the  pablio  defence ;  and 
in  the  preservation,  dtatribaUoo,  and  oeeonntabiU^ 
of  the  whole;  aod  In  other  nisoeUMMOns  duties, 
not  adndtting  of  daarification. 

These  ^TOrsified  ftmetions  embrace  very  heavy 
expenditures  of  public  money,  and  require  fidelity, 
science,  and  business  habits  in  their  execotion ;  and 
a  system  irhich  shall  secare  these  qualifications  is 
dnnanded  by  the  public  interest.  TbiA  this  object 
has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  obtained  by  the  HiU- 
tanr  Academy,  la  shown  by  the  state  of  the  sendee, 
and  by  the  prompt  accountability  which  has  gener- 
ally followed  the  necessary  advances.  Like  all 
other  political  systems,  the  present  mode  of  military 
education,  no  doubt,  has  Its  imperfections,  both  of 
prinelple  and  practice ;  but  I  trust  these  can  be  Im- 
proved by  rigid  inspections,  and  by  legislative  scru- 
tiny, without  destroying  the  institution  itself. 

Oocurrenoes,  to  whi«i  we  as  well  as  all  other 
nations  are  liable,  boUi  In  our  Internal  and  external 
relations,  point  to  the  necesaty  of  an  efficient  or- 
nnlsation  of  the  Militia.  I  am  again  indnoed,  by 
Sie  importanoe  of  the  sol^eot,  to  bring  it  to  yonr 
atteadon.  To  sapiHrees  domestto  viotenoe,  and  to 
repd  foreign  invanon,  dioold  these  calamities  over- 
take U8,  we  moat  rely,  in  the  first  instance,  upon 
the  great  body  of  the  community,  whose  will  has 
instituted,  end  whose  power  must  support  the  Gov- 
ernment. A  large  standing  military  force  Is  not 
consonant  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  nor  to 
the  feelings  of  our  oountrymen ;  and  the  lessons  of 
fotmer  days,  lad  those  also  of  our  own  times,  show 
the  danger,  as  well  as  the  enormous  expense,  of 
these  permanent  and  extensive  military  orgatuxa- 
tions.  That  just  medium  which  avoids  an  inade- 
quate preparation  on  one  hand,  and  the  danger  and 
expense  of  a  large  force  on  the  other,  la  what  our 
constituents  have  a  right  to  expect  firom  their  Oov- 
emiBent.  lUs  ot^eet  eon  be  at&lned  only  by  the 
mafntenanoe  of  »  saBall  ndlitary  force,  and  by  soch 
an  organization  of  the  physioal  strength  of  the 
eonntry  as  may  bring  this  power  Into  operation, 
vheiwmitsserTioaBareTeqDlied.  AdassMotion 
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of  the  population  offers  the  most  obvious  means  of 
effecting  this  o^auzation.  Such  a  division  may 
be  made  as  will  be  just  to  all,  by  transferring  each, 
at  a  proper  period  of  life,  itom  one  class  to  another, 
and  by  calling  first  for  the  services  of  that  class, 
whether  for  instrnction  or  action,  which,  from  age^ 
Is  qnaHfied  for  the  dnty,  and  nuvJiB  eaUed  to  per- 
form It  with  least  iqjary  to  theffielvet,  or  to  the 
public  Should  the  clanger  ever  become  so  immi- 
nent as  to  require  additional  force,  the  other  classes 
in  succession  would  be  ready  for  the  calL  And  if, 
in  addition  to  this  organisation,  voluntary  associ- 
ations were  enconraged,  and  inducements  held  oat 
for  their  fNmation,  onr  militia  would  be  in  a  state 
of  efficient  service.  Kow,  "when  we  are  at  peace, 
is  the  proper  time  to  digest  and  establish  a  practi- 
cable system.  The  object  is  certainly  woiu  the 
experiment,  and  worth  the  expense.  No  one  ap* 
predating  the  bleasinga  of  a  republican  govern* 
ment,  can  object  to  his  share  of  the  burden  which 
Boeh  a  jdan  may  impose.  Lideed,  a  moderate  por- 
tion of  the  national  f^ds  could  scarcely  be  better 
applied  than  in  carrying  into  effect  and  continidng 
such  an  arrai^ment,  and  in  giving  the  necessary 
elementary  instruction.  We  are  luptuiy  at  peace 
with  all  ^e  world.  A  sincere  dewre  to  continue 
so,  and  a  fixed  determination  to  give  no  juat  cause- 
of  offence  to  other  nations,  famish,  unfortunately, 
no  certain  grounds  of  expectati(m  that  this  relation 
will  be  aninterrnpted.  WiA  tiiis  detenniaation  to 
rive  no  offence  is  associated  a  restdntion,  equally 
demded,  tamely  to  submit  to  none.  The  armor 
and  the  attitude  of  defence  afibrd  the  best  security 
against  those  collisions  which  the  ambition,  or  in- 
terest, or  some  other  passion  of  nations,  not  more 
justifiable,  is  liable  to  produce.  In  many  countries, 
it  is  considered  unsafe  to  put  aims  into  the  hands 
of  the  people,  and  to  Instnict  them  in  Uie  dementi 
of  military  knowledge.  That  fear  can  have  no 
place  here,  when  It  is  recollected  that  the  people 
are  the  sovereign  power.  Our  Qovemment  was 
instituted,  and  is  supported,  by  the  baIlot4>ox,  not 
by  the  musket.  Whatever  changes  aw«t  it,  still 
greater  changes  must  be  made  in  our  social  iiutl- 
tuUoDS,  before  our  political  system  can  yield  to 
physical  force.  In  every  aspect,  therefore,  la 
wUch  I  can  view  the  snbject,  I  am  Impressed  with 
the  importanoe  of  a  prompt  and  effident  organiza* 
tion  of  the  militia. 

The  plan  of  removing  Cbo  Aborif^al  people  who 
yet  reinain  within  the  settled  portions  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  eoontry  west  of  the  Hisdadi^  Kver, 
approaches  its  consummation.  It  was  adopted  on 
the  most  mature  condderation  of  the  condition  of 
this  race,  and  ought  to  be  persisted  in  till  the  (Aijeot 
is  ttccompliahed,  and  prosecuted  with  aa  mudl 
vigor  aa  a  just  regard  to  their  ciroumstanees  wHl 
permit,  and  aa  fast  as  thdr  consent  can  be  obtained. 
All  preceding  experiments  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Indians  have  fUled.  It  seems  now  to  be  an 
established  fact,  that  they  cannot  live  in  contact 
with  a  civilized  community  and  prosper.  Ages  of 
fniitiMt  endeavora,  have  at  length  brought  us  to  a 
knowledge  of  this  principle  of  httercommunicatioa 
with  them.  The  past  we  cannot  recall,  but  the 
future  we  can  provide  for.  Independently  of  the 
tieaty  stipnlations,  into  wUch  we  luve  entered  with 
tiie  variotn  tribes,  for  the  mofrnetuary  rights  they 
have  ceded  to  as,  no  one  can  doubt  the  moral  duty 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  protect, 
end,  if  posiiUe,  to  preierve  and  peipetaate  the 
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loattered  kdhmdU  of  this  r»ce,  whiolt  are  left 
within  our  borders.  In  the  dieclurge  of  tbit  daty, 
ui  exteodTe  region  in  the  West  baa  been  aasinied 
for  tbeir  permanent  reaideoce.  It  baa  been  divided 
into  districts,  and  allotted  among  them.  Han; 
have  ^read;  remoTed,  and  others  are  preparing  to 

80;  and  with  ^  exception  of  two  small  bands, 
Ting  in  Oblo^nd  Indiaiia,  not  exceeding  fifteen 
banned  persotu,  and  of  the  Cherokeoa,  all  the 
tribM  on  the  east  ude  of  the  Missiaript^,  and  ex- 
tending from  I«ake  Michisaii  to  Flaiida,  have 
entered  into  engaganeBti  Woidi  wlU  lead  to  OuAr 
trsnsplsntatiWL 

The  plan  for  tfadr  lemord  and  ra  eitabUsbiaent 
ta  founded  upon  the  knowledge  we  have  gained  of 
th^  diaracter  and  habits,  and  has  been  dictated 
bj  a  qMt  of  enlarged  liberality.  A  territory  ex* 
oeeding  in  extent  that  relinquished,  has  been 
granted  to  each  tribe.  Of  Its  climate,  fertility,  and 
capacity  to  suf^rt  an  Indian  population,  the 
repreaeittations  are  UgUy  fiivorable.  To  these 
districts  the  IndlsDl  an  removed  at  the  expense  of 
the  ITidted  States;  and,  with  certain  supfdies  of 
clotiiing,  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  Indiq^nsaUe 
arUcles,  the/  are  also  furnished  gratuitoiuly  with 
provisions  for  the  period  of  a  year  after  tbeir 
arrival  at  their  new  homes.  la  that  time,  from  the 
nature  of  the  country,  and  of  the  products  raised 
by  them,  they  can  snbsist  themsdves  by  agricut- 
bnal  labor,  if  they  cboow  to  resort  to  that  mode 
of  Ufe;  if  they  do  not,  they  are  upon  the  aUrU  of 
the  great  prairies,  where  countless  herds  of  buffldo 
roam,  and  a  short  time  suffices  to  adapt  thdr  own 
habits  to  the  changes  wtiich  a  change  of  the  ani- 
mals destined  for  their  food  may  require.  Ample 
arrangements  bare  also  been  nuule  for  the  support 
aohools,  In  loina  inatanees  oouMdl  bouses  and 
churebes  are  to  be  erected,  dwellings  eoostnicted 
for  the  chiefK  and  mills  for  common  use.  Funds 
have  been  set  apart  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor;  tbe  most  necessary  mechanical  arts  have 
been  introduced,  and  blacksmitha,  gununiths, 
wheelwrights,  mUlwrighta,  &c.,  are  supported 
among  thom.  Steel  and  iron,  and  sometimes  salt, 
are  purchased  for  them ;  and  ploughs,  and  other 
fomuQg  utensils,  domestic  animals,  looms,  S[Hnning 
wheels,  cards,  tee.,  are  presented  to  them.  And 
besides  these  beneficial  arrangements,  annuities 
are,  in  all  cases  pud,  amounting,  in  some  instances, 
to  more  than  thirty  dollars  for  each  individual  of 
tbe  tribe,  and  in  all  cases  suffli^ently  great,  if  justly 
^vlded  and  prudently  expended,  to  enaMe  them. 
In  addition  to  their  own  exertions,  to  live  comfort- 
ably. And,  as  a  stimulus  for  exertion,  it  is  now 
provided  by  law,  that  "  in  all  cases  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  interpreters,  or  other  persons  employed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  a  preference  shall  be 
given  to  persons  of  Indian  descent,  if  such  can  be 
found  who  are  properiy  qualified  for  tbe  discharge 
ofthednUfls.'* 

Snob  are  tbe  arrangements  for  the  physiosl  com- 
fort, and  for  the  moru  Improvement  of  the  Indians. 
The  necessary  mensures  for  their  pcditical  advance- 
ment, and  for  their  separation  from  onr  dtizena, 
have  not  been  neglected.  Tlie  pledge  of  the 
United  States  has  been  given  by  Congress,  that  the 
eoontry  desUned  fior  the  reddonoe  m  thla  people, 
dull  be  forever  "  eeemred  and  guaranteed  to  them." 
A  couQb7,  west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  has 
been  signed  to  them,  into  which  the  white  settle- 
ments are  not  to  be  poshed.  No  ptditlcal  comma- 
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nides  can  be  formed  in  that  eztmstve  regno, 
except  those  which  are  established  bj  the  Inifiaas 
themselves,  or  by  the  United  States  for  them,  and 
vrlth  their  ooDcnrrence.  A  barrier  haa  thoa  bees 
raised  for  their  protection  against  the  oncroaeb- 
ments  of  our  dtisena,  and  guardlDg  tbe  ThIUm  u 
for  as  posrible,  from  those  evQs  wh^h  hara  broe^ 
them  to  their  preaentconditiott.  Somsaaiymdiority 
bas  been  given,  by  law,  to  destroy  all  ardent  apirtis 
fonnd  in  ntHr  country,  without  waitiog  the  dot^idal 
result  and  slow  process  of  a  l^al  ariziire.  I  em- 
dder  the  abmlnte  and  unconditional  intntfictitm  of 
tUs  artieln,  among  those  people,  aa  the  ftiat  aad 
great  step  in  their  melioraoon.  Half-way  meaSHrta 
wlU  answer  no  pnn»ee.  Thnas  raniint  mif  iiiMfiiHj 
contend  against  the  cupidity  of  the  adlar,  and  tbt 
overpowering  ^ipetita  of  tbe  buyer.  And  the 
destructive  effects  of  the  traffic  are  marked  in 
every  page  of  the  history  of  our  Indian  intercoone. 

Some  general  legislatiMi  Mems  necesaaiy  for  the 
r^olatlonof  tbereUtioosv^iehwBi  exiat  in  thk 
new  slate  of  tUngt  betweoi  tbe  OorenuaeDt  and 
peoi^  of  the  United  States,  and  these  tmnqilanted 
IndUn  tribes;  and  for  tlw  establishmet  ameog 
Uie  Utter,  and  with  Uieir  own  consent,  of  aonie 
principles  of  intercommunication,  wbiefa  ioxta- 
pontion  will  caU  for ;  that  moral  may  be  subetitiited 
for  phydoal  force;  the  authority  of  a  few-  tai 
rimple  laws,  for  the  tomahawk ;  and  that  an  end 
may  be  put  to  Uiose  bloody  wars,  whose  proseeadae 
seems  to  have  made  a  part  of  tbdr  sodal  ajatem. 

After  the  further  details  of  this  arrangement  at« 
oompleted,  with  a  very  general  aupervinoB  over 
them,  they  ought  to  be  left  to  the  progress  of 
events.  These,  I  Indulge  the  hope,  will  secure  their 
prosperity  and  improvement ;  and  a  large  portioB 
of  the  moral  debt  we  owe  them  will  tbmi  be  naid. 

The  Report  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Navv. 
showing  toe  condition  of  that  branwi  of  tbe  pobBc 
service,  is  recommended  to  your  spedd  attention. 
It  appears  from  it,  that  onr  naval  force  at  preses 
in  commission,  with  all  the  activity  which  can  b« 
given  to  it,  is  inadequate  to  the  protaotiiKk  of  on 
rapidly  inereasing  eommeree.  Ttda  oonddentioa, 
an  d  the  more  general  one  which  regards  this  am 
of  the  national  defence  as  our  beet  eecority  against 
foreign  aggressions,  strongly  urge  tbe  continusBee 
of  the  measures  which  promote  its  gradoal  enlarge- 
ment, and  a  speedy  increase  of  the  foroe  wbidi  bu 
been  heretofore  employed  abroad  and  at  liome. 
You  will  perceive  from  the  estimates  whidi  appear 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that 
the  expenditnres  neceseary  to  tbii  Ineresae  of  ia 
force,  though  of  conriderable  amount,  are  nsB 
compared  inth  the  benefits  wluch  they  wfK  secure 
to  the  country. 

As  a  means  of  strengthraiing  this  national  arm,  I 
also  recommend  to  ypor  parUcular  atteotioa  the 
propriety  of  tlie  suf^^estion  which  attracted  the 
conddention  of  GoogreiB  at  its  last  seaalfRi,  rea|iect- 
ing  the  enUstroent  boys  at  a  snitable  age  in  the 
service.  In  this  manner  a  nmsery  of  skilful  sad 
able-bodied  seamen  can  be  eatd>llshed,  whii^  wiH 
be  of  the  greatest  importance.  Next  to  the  ca- 
pacity to  put  afloat  and  arm  the  leqmmie  nnmbec 
of  ships,  is  the  possessitm  of  tbe  means  to  man 
them  ^Idently ;  and  nothing  seems  better  calcu- 
lated to  aid  this  object  than  the  measure  proposed. 
As  an  aoxUiary  to  uie  advantages  derived  froon  our 
extenrive  oonunerdal  maiioe,  it  would-  fomish  ua 
with  a  raeonree  ample  enough  for  aU  tiw  nSgea- 
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oicB  which  eut  bs  utieiiwtdd.  CondderlDg  the 
■late  of  our  mourcee,  it  eaanot  be  doubted  that 
vhateTtr  prorUoa  the  liberality  and  wisdom  of 
Congreas  may  now  adopt,  with  a  view  to  the  per- 
fect organization  of  this  branch  of  our  service,  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  all  claaaea  of  oar  citizena. 

By  the  report  of  the  Poetmaater  General,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  rerenne  of  that  department  during 
the  yeu  ending  on  the  80th  day  of  Jane  last,  ei- 
ceeded  its  accraing  reBponsibilitiei  $2S6,206 ;  and 
that  the  auri^ua  of  the  preaent  fiscal  year  ia  ead- 
mated  at  $416,227.  It  further  appeara  that  the  debt 
of  the  department,  on  the  first  day  of  Jnly  last,  in- 
cluding the  amount  due  to  contractors  for  the 
quarter  then  juet  exjured,  was  about  tl,064,S81,  ex- 
ceeding the  avulaUe  meana  about  t2S,700 ;  and 
that,  OD  the  Ist  instant,  abont  $697,077  of  tbia 
debt  bad  beea  paid;  $409,991  out  of  postages  ac- 
cmls^  before  July,  and  $187,064  oat  of  poatagea 
accruing  aince.  In  theeo  paymenta  are  included 
$67,000  of  the  old  debt  due  to  banks.  After  mak- 
ing these  payments,  the  department  had  $73,000 
in  bank  on  Uie  lat  fatstaat.  The  pleasliig  assur- 
ance is  given,  that  the  demrtment  is  endrely  free 
from  embarrassment,  and  that,  by  coUecUon  of  out- 
atandiog  balances,  and  n^g  the  current  surplna, 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  bank  debt,  and  most 
of  the  other  debt,  will  probably  be  paid  in  April 
next,  leaving  thereafter  a  heavy  amount  to  be  ap- 
^ed  in  extending  the  mail  facilities  of  the  counti^. 
Beserving  a  conaderable  sum  for  the  improTement 
of  existing  mail  routes,  it  Is  stated  that  um  deput- 
ment  wiH  be  able  to  sustain  with  peribot  conven- 
ience  an  annual  chai^  of  $80O,0n)  for  the  sup- 
port of  new  routes,  to  commence  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  estabHshed  and  put  in  operation. 

The  measures  adopted  by  tlie  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral to  bring  the  meana  of  the  department  into  ac- 
tion, and  to  efEsot  a  speedy  eztingoishmeiit  of  its 
debt,  as  weO  as  to  produoe  an  effldent  adndnistra- 
tion  of  ita  afWrs,  will  be  found  detailed  at  length 
in  this  ^le  and  luminoua  report.  Aided  by  a  re- 
oiganization  on  the  {Kineiplea  snggeated,  and  such 
aalutary  provisiona  in  the  laws  regulating  its  admin- 
istraUve  duties  aa  the  wisdom  of  Congreaa  may 
derise  or  a^iroTe,  that  impntant  department  wiU 
aooo  attain  a  degree  of  nseftdiiess  proportioned  to 
the  increase  of  our  population  and  the  extension 
of  our  settlements. 

Particular  attention  is  also  solicited  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  which 
telatea  to  the  carriage  of  the  Huls  of  the  IToited 
States  QpoD  r^lrotds  constmoted  by  private  eorpo- 
ratkms  onder  the  authority  of  the  several  States. 
The  Teliance  which  the  General  Government  can 
place  on  these  roads  as  a  means  of  carrying  oo  its 
operations,  and  the  prindjriea  on  which  the  use  of 
them  ia  to  be  obt^ed,  cannot  be  too  aoon  conaid- 
ered  and  settled.  Already  does  the  apirit  of  mo- 
nopoly beg^  to  exhibit  its  natural  inopendtiea,  in 
attempts  to  extract  from  tiie  public,  for  services 
which  it  SBi^KMes  cuuiot  be  obtained  on  other 
terma,  the  moat  extravagant  compensation.  If 
these  chums  be  peralated  in,  the  queation  may  ariae 
whether  a  combination  of  citizens,  acting  under 
charters  of  incorporation  from  the  States,  can,  by 
a  direct  refusal,  or  the  demand  of  an  exorbitant 
price,  exclude  the  United  Statea  from  the  use  of 
the  ettabliahed  ehannala  of  commiuiloatioQ  be- 
twsan  the  diflbrent  aeotioDi  of  the  country ;  and 
Thethar  the  United  States  ouinot,  withont  trao- 
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soeu^g  their  constitutional  powers,  aecure  to  the 
Post  Office  Department  the  use  of  those  roada,  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  whioh  shall  provide  within  it- 
self some  equitable  mode  of  at^usting  the  amount 
of  compensatiou.  To  obviate,  if  poasible,  the  ne- 
cessity of  considering  this  (weation,  it  ia  suggest- 
ed whether  it  \»  not  expedient  to  fix  by  law  the 
amounta  which  shall  be  offered  to  railroad  com- 
panies for  the  conveyance  of  the  mails,  graduated 
according  to  their  average  weight,  to  be  ascer- 
tained and  declared  by  the  Postmaster  Oen<Rral. 
It  ia  probable  that  a  Uberal  proposition  of  that 
sort  would  l>e  accepted. 

In  connection  with  these  provisions  in  relation  to 
the  Post  Office  Department,  I. must  also  invite  your 
attention  to  the  pidnfiil  exdtemeot  produced  in  the 
Boutii,  by  attempts  to  drcnlate  thnmgh  the  maib 
mfianunatory  i^peala  addressed  to  the  pasEdona  of  the 
slavea,  in  prints,  and  In  various  sorts  at  pnblioatUms, 
calculated  to  atimuUte  them  to  insurrection,  and  to 
produce  all  the  horrors  of  a  servile  war.  There  is, 
donlitlttB,  DO  resteotable  portion  of  our  countrymen 
who  can  be  so  nr  misled  as  to  fed  any  other  senti- 
ment dian  that  of  indignant  regret  at  conduct  so  de- 
structive of  tiie  liarmony  and  peace  of  the  country, 
and  BO  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  our  natiotul 
compact,  and  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  religion. 
Our  liappiaess  and  prosperity  essentially  depend  upon 
peace  witiun  our  border»-Hmd  peace  depends  upim 
the  maintenance,  in  good  fiuth, «  tiiose  compramiaes 
of  the  constitution  upon  which  the  Uidon  ia  founded. 
It  is  fortunate  for  tiie  country  that  the  good  sense, 
the  generous  feeliiu;,  and  the  deep-rooted  attachment 
of  the  peoi^e  of  ue  non-elaveholding  States  to  the 
Union,  and  to  their  fellow-citizena  of  the  same 
blood  in  the  South,  have  given  so  strong  and  im- 
preamve  a  tone  to  the  sentiments  entertuned  ag^nst 
the  proceedings  of  the  misguided  peraonawho  have 
engaged  in  these  unctmatitationu  and  wicked  at< 
tempts,  and  especially  agiJust  the  emissaries  from 
foreign  parts  who  have  dared  to  interfere  in  this 
matter,  as  to  authorize  the  hope  that  those  attempts 
will  no  longer  be  persisted  in.  But  if  these  expres- 
rions  of  the  public  will  shall  not  be  sufficient  to 
effect  so  desirable  a  result,  not  a  doubt  can  be  en- 
tertained tlui  the  noD-slaveholdlng  States,  so  &r 
from  countenancing  the  slightest  interference  whh 
the  constitutional  rights  ci  the  South,  will  be 
prompt  to  exercise  Uieir  authority  in  so^^reaaing, 
so  far  as  in  them  liel,  whatever  ia  calculated  to  pro- 
duce this  eviL 

In  leaving  the  care  of  other  branches  of  this  in- 
teresting subject  to  the  State  authorities,  to  whom 
they  properly  belong,  it  la  nerertheless  p-oper  fw 
CongrMs  to  take  auui  messures  as  will  prevent  the 
Poet  Office  Department,  which  was  deaigned  to 
foster  an  amicable  intercourse  and  correspondence 
between  all  the  members  of  the  Confederacy,  from 
being  used  as  an  inatrument  of  an  opposita  charac- 
ter. The  General  Government,  to  which  the  great- 
est trust  is  confided,  of  preserving  inriolate  the 
relations  created  among  the  States  by  the  consti- 
tution, is  eaperasUy  boond  to  avoid,  in  its  own 
action,  any  thing  that  may  disturb  them.  I  would, 
therefore,  call  the  special  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  subject,  and  rei^tfully  suggest  the  propriety 
of  passing  such  a,  law  aa  will  prohibit,  under  severe 
penalties,  the  circulation  in  the  Southern  States, 
through  the  mail,  of  lucendlaiT  pablieationa  in- 
tended to  Instigate  the  davea  to  Insnrreotfon. 

I  fUt  it  to  be  my  duty,  In  the  first  message  whioh 
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I  communicated  to  Congreas,  to  uive  upon  its  at- 
teotion  the  proprietj  of  amendiog  uiat  part  of  the 
eotutitadon  wbioh  provides  for  the  elecUoa  of 
Pnrident  and  Vice  Freaident  of  the  United  Sutes. 
Hm  leading  object  which  I  had  in  view  was  the 
adoption  of  some  new  provisioiia,  which  would 
■eoore  to  the  people  the  performance  of  this  high 
dutj,  without  any  intermediate  agencj.  In  mj 
annual  communicaUoos  since,  I  have  ei^orceQ  the 
same  views,  from  a  cdncere  conviction  that  the  best 
interefits  of  the  country  would  be  promoted  by 
Ibmr  adoption.  If  the  subject  were  an  ordinary 
one,  I  ihoidd  have  regarded  the  failure  of  Gongreai 
to  act  upon  it  as  an  mdication  of  their  judgment, 
that  the  disadvantages  which  belong  to  the  present 
system  were  uot  so  great  as  those  which  would  re- 
sult from  any  attainiJile  substitute  that  had  been 
submitted  to  their  eoutfderation.  Beocdlecting, 
however,  that  propoatdoo*  to  intradooe  a  new  fea- 
ture in  our  fimdamental  lawa  cannot  be  too  p»> 
tiently  examined,  and  ought  not  to  be  retired 
with  nvor,  until  the  great  body  of  the  people  are , 
thoroughly  impresaed  vrith  their  necesdty  and 
value,  as  a  remedy  for  real  evils,  I  feel  that  in  re- 
newing the  recommendation  I  have  heretofore 
made  on  tbii  sniiifeet,  I  am  not  traosoending  the 
bounds  of  a  Jnst  deference  to  the  sense  of  Gon- 
gresfl,  or  to  the  dispotdtlon  of  the  people.  How- 
ever much  we  may  ^tF^r  In  the  choice  of  the 
measures  which  should  guide  the  administration  of 
'the  Qovemment,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  are  really  friendly  to  the 
republican  features  of  our  systeui,  that  one  of  its 
most  important  securities  consists  in  the  separation 
of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  powers,  at  the 
same  time  that  each  is  held  responnble  to  the  great 
source  of  authority,  which  ia  acknowledged  to  be 
sapreme,  in  the  will  of  the  people  constitutionally 
expressed.  Vy  reflection  and  experience  satisfy 
me,  that  the  muners  of  the  constitution,  although 
they  were  anxious  to  mwrk  Uie  feature  as  a  setUed 
and  fixed  piind^e  In  the  structure  of  tlie  Govern- 
ment, did  not  adopt  aB  the  precantioos  that  were 
necessary  to  secure  Its  practical  obseryance,  and 
that  we  cannot  be  said  to  have  carried  into  com- 
plete effect  their  Intentions  until  the  evils  which 
arise  irom  this  organic  defect  are  remedied. 

Considering  the  great  extent  of  our  Confederacy, 
the  ra^d  increase  n  Its  popnlaUon,  and  the  diver- 
rity  of  thdr  interests  and  pifrsuits,  It  oannot  be 
disguised  that  the  conUngeDcy  by  which  one  bran^ 
of  the  Legislature  is  to  form  itself  into  an  eleeUMml 
college,  cannot  become  one  of  ordinary  occurrence, 
without  producing  iacalcuhible  mischiefl  What 
was  intended  as  the  medicine  of  the  constitution  in 
extreme  cases,  cannot  be  fVequentiy  used  without 
changing  its  character,  and,  sooner  or  later,  pro- 
dudng  mcnrable  disorder. 

Every  election  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
is  calculated  to  lessen  the  force  of  that  security 
which  is  derived  from  the  distinct  and  separate 
character  of  the  Legislative  and  Executive  func- 
tions, and,  while  it  exposes  each  to  temptations 
adverse  to  their  efficiency  as  organs  of  the  coosti- 
tntion  and  laws,  its  tendency  will  be  to  unite  both 
In  resisting  the  will  of  the  people,  and  thus  give  a 
direction  to  the  Grovemment  anti-republican  and 
dangerous.  All  history  tells  us  that  a  free  people 
should  be  watchful  of  delegated  power,  and  should 
never  acquiesce  in  a  practice  which  will  diminish 
their  coatrol  over  it.   This  obiigati<m,  so  universal 
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in  its  application  to  all  the  paadfAeB  of  a  repobfc. 
is  pecnUarly  so  in  onra,  where  the  fonnatioa  of 
Ues  founded  on  section^  interert*  ia  ao  mdfjf- 
tered  by  the  extent  of  our  territory.  These 
ests,  represented  by  candidatea  for  the  Pieridea.- 
are  constantly  prone,  in  the  zeal  of  party  and  siM 
objects,  to  generate  influenoe  nnraindful  of  the  p-. 
eral  good,  and  forgetful  of  the  restrahus  wlocfa  It 
great  body  of  ibe  people  would  enforce,  if  i^ 
were,  in  oo  contingency,  to  lose  the  t^fat  of  n- 
preasing  tiieir  wiD.  Hie  enerienoe  of  ovcontr. 
from  the  fbrmation,  of  the  GorenuiMnt  to  Ae  p» 
eot  day,  demonstrates  that  the  people  eami  t* 
soon  adopt  some  stronger  eaiogoMrA  for  tbdr  ri^ 
to  elect  the  highest  ofiBcer  known  to  the  caaa- 
tution,  than  is  contained  ia  that  sacred  iastnaaa 
as  it  now  stands. 

It  is  my  duty  to  call  the  particolar  sttesliKi  ol 
Couress  to  the  i»esent  condition  oT  the  Ksriti 
of  Columbia.  From  whatever  cause  the  gree  it- 
presdon  has  arisen  wliich  now  exista  la  we  ftf* 
oiary  eonceras  of  this  District,  it  is  proper  ilniiu 
rituation  should  be  folly  understood,  and  such  icS^' 
or  remedies  provided  as  are  coosutent  wiA  tk 
powers  of  Congress.  I  eanieatly  recommotd  i:s 
extendon  of  eveiy  pditloal  ri^it  to  the  ci^Kimd 
the  District  wUdi  tiidr  tnie  iirtereatn  icqdic  mi 
which  does  not  conflict  with  the  provisioas  of  tk 
constitudon.  It  is  believed  that  tho  lavs  for  it 
government  of  the  District  require  revial  la: 
amendment,  aod  that  much  good  mmj  be  doae  1* 
modifying  the  penal  code,  bo  as  to  give  mufi»^ 
to  its  provisions. 

Tour  attention  is  also  tnvitod  to  the  iefecB 
which  exist  in  the  jndldal  Gystem  of  the  T^ii'^t- 
Statea.  As  at  present  organized,  the  States  of 
Union  derive  unequal  advantages  from  the  Ffdm! 
Judiciary,  which  hare  been  so  oftm  pointed  ovt  <6a^ 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  repeat  them  liere:  It  if 
hoped  that  the  present  Congress  wQl  ext^ui  tc  C 
the  Stales  that  equality  in  r«q>ect  to  the  hocAiti 
the  laws  of  the  iT^onidiidi  eeii  o^besseatj 
by  the  nnlfonni^  and  efitdeoejr  of  the  JoCa 
system. 

With  these  observations  on  the  toiHcs  of 
interest  which  are  deemed  worthy  of  yoor  taei 
eration,  I  leave  them  to  your  care,  trusting  tte 
the  legislative  measures  they  call  for  wiB  be  mi 
as  the  wants  and  the  heat  iutereata  of  oar  bdsni 
country  demand. 

ANDBEW  JACESaV. 
W^immnr,  IA  jDsonaBer,  18SS. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Gbttkdt,  6,000  extra  eo^is 
of  the  Message,  and  1,500  copies  of  the  aeccc- 
pacying  documents,  were  ordered,  to  be  p^elui 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Olat  prwented  the  oredentjiU  tbe 
honorable  John  J.  Cbittsnben,  elected  by 
Legislature  of  Eentnc^  from  that  BtMtt,  ^ 
serve  for  six  years  from  the  4th  ot  Uarch  ItfL 

The  YioB  PBsnDBRT  presraited  the  annial 
report  of  the  Secr^ary  of  the  Tnasarj  on  tlx 
finances. 

Beath  of  Mr.  StMth, 

Mr.  ToiojNsoK  then  rose,  and  ftddreesed  tix 

Senate  as  foUows : 

Mr.  Freddrat:  It  has  beoome  my  paiuM 
dot;  to  annoonoa  to  the  Seoutetliedaatfaof  tbs 
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honorable  "Sxtoajs  Smith,  late  a  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Coiuiectlcnt 

Arriving  in  this  city,  apparently  in  the  M 
possesion  and  exercise  of  all  his  powers,  my 
coUeagne  and  friend  interohangecl  the  kind 
salutations  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  with 
the  cordiality,  and  frankness,  and  vivaaity, 
which  characterized  bis  social  interconrse,  and 
secured  the  attachment  and  confideoce  of  those 
with  whom  he  was  intiznately  associated.  He 
retired  to  rest  on  Satnrdi^  evening,  as  far  as 
WBB  obsMrred,  in  flie  enjoyment  of  his  aoons- 
tomed  health  and  spirits.  Feeling  indisposed, 
he  rose  from  his  bed,  and  obtained  the  advice 
of  a  medical  friend,  who  snhseqnently  left  his 
wartment  without  the  slightest  apprehension 
of  a  fatal  result.  In  a  short  time  his  altered 
appearance  oatised  alarm,  and  his  friend  was 
again  called.  On  his  return,  the  heart  had 
ceased  to  beat,  and  he  expired  in  his  chur  on 
Sunday  morning,  about  half-past  one  o'clock, 
without  a  stm^le  or  a  groan.  Thns  nnex- , 
peotedly  and  awinlly  was  our  late  associate  and 
friend  snmmoned  from  a  state  of  probation  and 
trial,  into  the  preaenoe  of  the  Divuie  Bedeemer 
and  Jadge,  in  whom  ha  devout^  pnrflaBwd  to 
believe  and  tmrt.  llnj  tliia  renewed  demon- 
Btration  of  the  solemn  tniffa,  that  in  the  nUdat 
of  life  we  are  in  death,  produce  its  proper  eff^t 
on  our  hearts  and  lives,  and  be  instrumental  in 
preparing  us  for  the  judgment  to  oome  and  the 
retributions  of  etenuty. 

The  afflictive  event  which  has  oast  such  a 
gloom  over  this  body,  cannot  faU  to  excite  pro- 
found sensibility  and  regret  throughout  the 
Union,  as  well  as  iu  the  native  State  of  the 
deceased,  where  he  has  long  been  ranked  among 
her  most  able  and  distinguished  lawyers  and 
statesmen.  While  we  lament  the  ins<»mtable 
Providence  with  hamUe  snbrniarttm,  it  becomes 
us  to  be  still,  knowing  that  the  deatmiesctf  men 
md  nations  are  in  the  hands  of  an  oms^K>tent 
and  holy  GK)d,  whose  dispensations  are  mendftil 
and  right 

Wiu  the  Senate,  sir,  I  leave  the  adoption  of 
the  measures  reqmiute  to  manifest  its  high  re- 
spect for  the  obtraeter  and  memoT7  ^  the 
deceased. 

Mr.  Swm  then  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  adopted  unanimously : 

JRetolved,  That  a  ccmunittee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintendhig  the  flmeral  of  the  honorable 
Natiuh  Suitb,  whidi  will  take  place  to-morrow  at  12 
o'clock;  tbattiie  Senate  will  attend  the  same;  and 
that  notice  of  the  event  be  ^ven  to  the  House  oi 
Representatives. 

(The  committee  Dnderthisresolntion  consists 
of  Meaers.  Swift,  XsiaBT,  Taixhadob,  South- 
ABD,  and  Shkplbt.] 

Rttoived,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from 
a  sincere  desire  of  ahowing  every  nuik  of  respect 
due  to  the  memory  of  the  iKtnoraUe  Njjiuii  Smith, 
deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  wiU  go  into  mourn- 
ing f<v  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  nude  ef  wearing 
crape  round  the  left  am. 


[SSHATB. 

Retciwd,  That,  as  an  ad^cmal  mark  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  h<KioiahIe  Naihax  Smith,  the 
Senate  do  now  ac^oum. 

The  Senate  thon  a^onmed. 


Wkdnbsdat,  December  9. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kma,  of  Alabama,  tho 
Senate  ai^onmed,  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
the  obsequies  of  the  late  honoraUe  Natuah 
Smitii,  of  Ck)nnecticnt,  deceased. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
heads  of  the  Executive  Departments,  the  Post- 
master G«neral,  and  the  Attomey-Oeneral, 
and  tiiie  members  of  the  House  of  Bepreaenta- 
tives,  with  tlieir  Speaker  and  Clerk,  having  been 
received  into  the  Senate  Ohamber,  and  taken 
the  seats  assigned  them,  the  corpse  was  broi^t 
in,  in  chai^  of  tSie  ocHmnittee  hi  arrangements 
and  pdl-bearers,  attended  by  the  Sergeont-at- 
anns  of  the  Senate. 

Divine  service  was  performed  by  the  Bev. 
Mr.  Eigbee ;  after  which. 

The  nmenl  prooea^on  moved  to  the  place  of 
tntennent. 


T&UBSDAT,  December  10. 

State  ^fMiSiigan. 

The  following  Mesaage  was  received  frcmi  the 
Frerident  of  the  United  States : 

Washikotoh,  Deeember  9, 188S. 

To  the  Bwate  and  Sioute  of  fiemetentative* : 

Ointlemin:  By  the  act  of  the  Ilth  itf  January, 
180S,  all  that  put  of  the  Indiana  Tmitoty  lying 
north  of  a  line  drawn  due  "  east  from  the  southerly 
bend  or  extremity  of  Lake  Midiigan  until  it  shall 
hiteraect  Lake  Erie,  and  east  of  a  line  drawn  from 
the  sud  southerly  bend,  through  the  middle  of  aaid 
lake,  to  its  northern  extremity,  and  thence,  due 
noitti,  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Uidted  States," 
was  wected  into  a  separate  Territory  by  the  name  ot 
Hidiigan. 

The  Territory  comprised  within  these  limits  behig 
part  of  the  district  country  described  in  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  ISth  of  July,  1787,  whidi  provides  that, 
whenever  ady  of  the  States  hito  which  the  same 
should  be  <Uvlded,  dMnld  have  rixty  thousand  free 
mhabitants,  saoh  State  aboold  be  admitted  by  Ita 
delegates  "  into  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all 
respects  whatever,  and  shall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a 
permanent  constitntion  and  State  Government,  pro- 
vided the  constitntion  and  Government  so  to  be 
formed  shall  be  republican,  and  hi  conformity  to  the 
prindples  contdned  ia  these  artidea,"  the  bihibitants 
thereof  have,  dorhw  the  prtaetit  year,  in  punnance 
of  the  ^t  secored  by  the  ordhumce,  fbrmed  a  con- 
.  stitution  and  State  Government.  That  bstrument 
together  with  various  otiier  documents  connected 
therewith,  has  been  transmitted  to  me  for  the  pur- 
pose of  being  laid  before  Congre8^  to  whom  the 
power  and  duty  of  admitting  new  States  into  the 
Union  exdudray  qipertidns;  and  the  whole  are 
hereirith  oommonloated  for  your  eariy  decision. 

AKQBinr  JACKSON. 
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The  Message  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Bbkton  moved  that  it  be  printed,  to- 

§ ether  with  the  accompanyiTig  docnmeots,  and 
lat  the  whole  eabject  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  consisting  of  five  members ;  which 
motion  was  carried ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mangitic,  the  appointment 
of  the  committee  waa  postponed  to  Honday 
next. 

Miehiffan  Smaton. 

Mr.  Bhkton  presented  the  credentials  of 
John  Nobtbix  and  Lccidb  Lton,  elected  Sena- 
tens  for  the  term  of  six  ^ears  from  the  4tii  of 
Much  last,  from  the  Territory  of  Midiigan,  and 
moved  that  the  courtesy  of  the  Senate  be  ex- 
tended to  them,  by  assigning  seats  to  the  new 
Senators,  in  the  castomuy  mode  nnder  similar 
circnmstances,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EwiNO  stated  that  this  was  a  new  matter, 
bronght  before  the  Senate  for  the  first  time  this 
morning,  and  required,  perhaps,  some  consider- 
ation. In  order  to  afford  a  litue  time  for  con- 
rideralion,  and  to  examine  the  coarse  of  the 
Senate  in  similar  circumstances,  he  mored,  for 
Ihepresent,  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  taUe, 

Tat  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

The  Boiate  adjourned. 


this  resolution  waa  unanimously  lAtifA. 

[The  committee  appointed  ondertliisnjL:- 
tion  un  Messrs.  BmnxiNf  Cuttos,  Smmt 
OsarxernKtij  and  Wsight.] 

Rtfiolved,  That  the  members  (^tbe  SenucfitZi 
WDcere  desire  of  showing  eytsrj  maik  of  lepa  it 
to  the  memoij  of  the  Hon.  Euls  K.  Siai,  (itawi 
late  A  memb^  thereof^  will  go  into  m(>aniinf!t>;L: 
one  monlh,  by  the  usual  mode  f£  veuisg  out 
around  tiie  left  arm. 

This  resolution  was  Tmanlmonsly  adopui. 

DeaUi  of  Mr,  WiJinM. 

A  message  was  received  from  ^  Ho»  : 
Bepresentativea,  announcing  to  the  Senile  t: 
adoption  of  certain  resolutitmB,  in  coiiHqic» 
of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Z.  ^iu)]us,  ans- 
ber  of  that  House. 

Mr.  ToMUNSON  stated  that,  in  eonstftw 
of  the  melancholy  information  contain«dm'b 
message,  he  would  offer  the  followiog  toI^ 
tion ; 

Hetolved,  mumimoutly.  That  the  membffiifa 
Senate,  as  a  fbrtber  testimony  of  retpefl  fir  a 
memory  of  the  Eon.  Zaxjioii  Wildxix,  1a  m 
ber  of  the  House  of  Representatirea  fma  tk» 
of  Connecticnt,  will  go  into  monning,  tn  vtnt 
crape  around  the  left  arm  for  thirty  d*^ 

The  resolution  waa  adopted. 
Mr.  BoBiNBOK  then  offered  the  f(^iriii;t» 
lution,  which  waa  adopted : 

Rttolved,  That,  as  an  additiona]  mu^ 
for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Eliis  K.  K;^  * 
Senate  now  adjourn. 

[The  President  of  the  United  States  uJ  ^' 
heads  of  the  Departments,  the  Vice  Pr«is 
and  members  of  the  Senate,  tbe 
and  members  of  the  House  of  Represfnisri''^ 
then  assembled  in  tbe  Senate  chamb«i-> 
corpse  of  the  deceased  was  hroiigiit  ii  - 
chaige  of  the  committee  of  arrangemeiti** 
tended  by  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  ^ 
and  divine  service  was  performed  hy  thew' 
Mr.  Fost;  after  which  the  fiueral  proN^ 
mffved  to  the  place  of  interment] 


TtTBBDAr,  December  16. 
Mr.  WraerjiE  appeared  to-day,  sndtooili' 
seat 

EUetion  of  Offieen. 

The  GsAiE  annonnced  that  tiie  elwsw-^ 
the  officers  of  the  Senate  was  Doiria  i^  '- 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  toballotftrb^ 
tary. 

Waltbe  LowRut  was  unanimoasly  r^^j**? 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  baJlot  ftr  Sei?^ 
at-arms  and  Doorkeeper,  when  it  "PP*** 
John  Shaoefobd  was  re-elected. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
Doorkeeper,  and  Steforn  Hmsi  v»  ^ 
elected. 


UoNDAT,  December  li. 

ISx.  OoLDGBOBOUOH,  of  Maryland,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Death  of  Mr.  Kane. 

Mr.  RoBiFsoN  addressed  the  Senate  to  the 
following  effect : 

Mr.  I^esident :  It  is  true,  "  in  the  midst  of 
life  we  are  in  death,"  and  anotiier  inscrutable 
dispensation  of  Providence  has  given  us  renew- 
ed cause  of  painfril  sorrow  and  grief.  Elub 
Ebnt  K-iSK  IS  no  more  I  He,  with  whom  many 
In  this  chamber  have  been  here  associated  for 
the  last  ten  years,  has  left  this  ''for  another 
and  abetter  world."  Ko  enlc^is  necessary  to 
remind  his  associates  of  his  many  virtues  and 
amiable  traits  of  eharaoter;  their  rehearsal 
woidd  but  add  po^nancy  to  onr  loss.  As  his 
colleague,  I  most  be  indulged  in  saying  death 
has  tfueen  from  me  a  most  valued  friend ;  from 
his  State  and  counti^y  an  able  Senator  and  an 
honest  man ;  from  bis  bereaved  wife  and  orphan 
children  the  kindest  of  husbands,  the  most  in- 
dulgent of  parents.  He  died  at  half-past  one 
o'clock  last  Friday  night,  of  a  relapse  of  fever 
with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  previous  to 
leaving  home. 

I  offer  for  adoption  these  melancholy  resolu- 
tions: 

Stiolvtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  superintending  the  funer^  of  the  Hon. 
Elias  K.  Kank,  which  will  take  place  this  day  at 
half  past  12  o'clock ;  and  that  the  Senate  will  attend 
the  same ;  and  that  notice  of  the  event  be  given  to 
the  House  of  BqneasDtativflB. 


Ehetiam  of  Ofieert. 
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Wbdhkbdat,  December  16. 

Hr.  Caxhoun  and  Mr.  Fbbston,  from  8ontii 
Carolina,  appeared,  and  took  their  eeata. 
Th^  Senate  adjourned  to  Mondaj. 


UoNDAT,  December  21. 

Mr.  ToHLissoN  presented  the  credentials  of 
John  H.  Nilb,  appointed  bj^  the  Executive  of 
Oonneoticut  to  fill  the  vacaacr  oocasioned  hr  the 
death  (tf  the  honorable  Naxeas  Sima,  and  Kr. 
KiUB  took  hia  seat 

Smithmmian  Instittuion. 

A  Hesaage  was  reoeived  bom  the  Preddent 
of  the  United  States: 

7b     Smote  and  Sotue^S^rmntatiMaiiftht 
United  SMu: 

I  trtDsmit  to  CongresB  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  Bute,  acoompanying  copies  of  certain  papeni 
rela^Dg  to  a  bequest  to  the  United  States,  hj  Mr. 
James  &nitbson,  of  Ztondon,  for  the  purpose  of 
founding,  at  Washings,  an  establishtnent,  under 
the  name  of  the  "  SmitfisoniaD  Institution,"  for  the 
dimisioB  of  knowledge  among  men.  The  Executive 
having  no  aotbority  (o  take  any  steps  for  accepting 
the  trust  and  obt^mng  the  funds,  the  p&pen  ore 
cmnmmdcated  with  a  Tiew  to  such  measures  as  Con- 
gress may  deem  necessary. 

ANDBEW  JAOKSOy. 
WismKOTOir,  Ikcember  17,  IBSff. 

The  Message  and  doenmenta  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Inemdiary  PtMieatioiu. 

Hr.  Calhodn  moved  that  so  much  of  tiie 
Prendent's  Message  as  relates  to  tike  transmia- 
lAoa  at  incendiary  publications  by  the  United 
States  mml  be  referred  to  a  spedal  committee. 

Kr.  0.  s^  that  this  was  a  sobjeot  of  such 
importance  as,  in  his  opinion,  to  require  the 
appointment  of  a  special  committee.  It  was 
one  which  involved  qnestlons  of  a  complicated 
character,  and  such  as  did  not  properly  come 
within  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  touching  as  they  did  on 
l^e  constitntional  powers  of  the  Government 
Another  reason  for  the  appointment  of  a  special 
committee  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that,  in 
the  construction  of  tlie  standing  committees, 
there  was  only  a  sin^e  gentleman  f^m  that 
section  of  the  country  which  was  most  deeply 
interested  in  the  proper  dispoeltian  of  this  very 
important  subject  He  did  not  antidpate  any 
opposition  to  the  motion,  and  hoped  it  would 
be  at  once  adopted. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  ezpreaeed  his  hope 
that,  in  this  instance,  there  would  be  no  de- 
parture from  the  customary  practice  of  the 
Senate,  as  he  had  no  apprehension  that  the 
regular  standing  committee  had  the  least  desire 
to  take  any  course  which  would  interfere  with 
any  right  whlc^  belonged  to  any  State  of  the 
Unl(HL  Without  looung  partionlarly  at  the 


construction  of  that  committee,  he  felt  a  confi- 
dent belief  that  there  was  no  disposition  in  any 
of  its  members  to  have  the  public  muls  prosti- 
tuted to  the  purpose  of  a  set  of  fanatics.  He 
did  not  wish  to  see  the  subject  taken  out  of  the 
regular  course,  as  he  considered  that  it  would 
be  giving  to  it  a  greater  degree  of  importance 
than  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Oauoun  replied  that  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  had  mistaken  his  olfject^  which  was 
not  to  produce  any  unnecessary  excitement,  bnt 
to  adopt  snoh  a  conrse  as  would  secure  a  ocon- 
mittee  which  would  calmly  and  dispasslorilately 
go  into  an  examination  of  the  whole  subjoct ; 
which  would  investigate  the  character  of  those 
pablioationa,  to  ascertain  if  they  were  incendiarr 
or  not,  and,  if  so^  on  that  ground  to  put  a  cheu 
in  their  transmission  through  the  country.  He 
conld  not  but  express  his  astonishment  at  the 
otgection  which  had  been  taken  to  his  motion, 
for  he  knew  that  the  Senator  from  Alabama  felt 
that  deep  interest  in  the  subject  which  pervaded 
the  feelings  of  every  man  in  the  Southern  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  He  believed  Uutt  the  Ptrat 
Office  Committee  would  be  ftally  occupied  with 
the  regular  business  which  would  be  brought 
before  tbem,  and  It  was  this  consideration,  and 
no  party  feeling,  which  had  induced  this  motion. 
Whatever  was  to  be  done,  whatever  feeling  to 
be  expressed,  it  was  eamesUy  to  be  desired  tiiat 
it  should  come  from  a  committee,  a  m^ority  of 
whom  were  of  those  who  were  most  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  matter ;  and  he  hoped  this  sen- 
timent would  be  responded  to  by  a  general  ac- 
quiescence on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Gbuhdt  said :  In  reference  to  the  objec- 
tion that  the  members  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee were  from  a  diffiarent  part  of  the  country, 
he  would  reply  that,  such  being  the  case,  if  t£e 
same  sentiments  favorable  to  the  opinions  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  were  entertained 
by  tiie  m^ority  of  them,  their  report  would  go 
forth  to  the  public  bo  much  the  stron^r,  as  it 
woidd  show  [hat  there  existed  a  similarity  of 
feeling  in  eve^  part  of  the  country,  as  to  the 
power  of  the  Oovernment  to  act  efficiently  on 
this  sobject 

Mr.  I^iGH  said  he  should  vote  for  a  reference 
of  the  subject  to  a  special  committee,  not  from 
any  distrust  of  the  standing  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office,  on  account  of  the  quarter  of  the 
Union  from  which  the  members  composing  the 
committee  came,  but  because  he  did  not  uiink 
the  subject  beltmged  to  the  province  of  the 
•standing  committee.  He  understood  that  com- 
mittee to  be  charged  with  matters  relating  to 
the  general  arrangements  of  the  Post  Office,  and 
not  to  take  cognizance  of  any  thing  with  which 
was  mingled  up  constitntional  questions  oi  such 
delicacy.  He  would  take  ocoadon  to  say  now, 
that,  from  the  conversations  he  had  had  witii 
intelligent  individuals  from  the  non-slavehold- 
ing  States,  there  existed  no  essential  diSbrence 
of  opinion  between  them  and  himself.  All  of 
them  were  deeply  impressed  with  the  wicked- 
ness of  these  incendiary  publications,  and  were 
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ready  to  go  with  him  in  a  common  effort  to 
sappress  utem.  There  was  therefore  no  fear  to 
be  entertainedas  to  the  coarse  of  the  intelliguit 
part  of  the  North.  Bnt  there  vas  a  fear  lest 
this  qaestioD  should  become  involred  in  party 
oonuderations ;  and  he  should  have  no  fear  of 
this  if  the  sal^eot  were  sent  to  a  Bpeoial  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BuoHAiTAN  expressed  his  Ratification  to 
hear  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  express  the 
result  of  his  conTersations  with  ti^e  gentleman 
d  the  North ;  and  he  was  snre  the  honorable 
BenaflOr  spoke  the  sentiments  of  every  intelli- 
gent man  north  of  the  slaveholding  States, 
when  he  says  he  wonld  suppress  any  incendiiury 
pablioations  which  ^atarb  the  tranqniUilT  m 
that  section  a£  the  Union.  I  hare  yet  to  find 
titat  man  of  intelligenoe  in  the  North  who  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  General  GoTemmrat  has 
any  right  to  interfere  in  the  qnestlon  of  domes* 
tio  slavery  in  the  South ;  and  all  are  disposed 
to  go  as  for  as  they  can  ooDstitntionally  go,  to 
•oppress  the  trao^rtatiou  of  incendiuy  pub- 
lications through  vie  mail.  The  reason  why  he 
was  opposed  to  a  special  committee  was,  be- 
cause by  adopting  the  ordinary  course,  p^arty 
spirit  wonld  be  effectoally  put  down.  He  had 
no  fear  of  creating  any  party  spirit  on  the  sab- 
ject  in  this  body;  but  abroad  the  question 
might  be  asked,  for  what  purpose  was  this  re- 
feired  to  a  necnal  committee  ?  Is  the  subject 
80  far  ont  of  the  reach  of  law  that  it  cannot 
otherwise  be  taken  hold  iMTf  Are  there  any 
two  individoals  who  dlfflar  as  to  the  propriety 
of  doing  all  that  can  be  dcme  to  prevent  the 
circulation  of  incendiary  pablioations  in  the 
Boaih  t  The  only  question  is  the  consdtntional 
(me,  how  &r  can  we  got  I  ondertake  to  say 
that  we  are  all  disposed  to  go  ss  far  as  we  can ; 
and  when  we  have  raised  a  standing  committee, 
oonversant  with  the  business  of  the  Poet  OfBce 
and  Post  Roads,  shall  we  take  the  subject  out 
of  their  bands,  and  give  it  to  a  Erpecial  commit- 
tee i  Abroad  this  may  be  considered  a  party 
movement.  Mr.  B.  condndeA  with  saying  he 
ahoald  vote  to  send  the  snMect  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Boads. 

Mr.  Datu  viewed  this  as  pecoliar]^  a  Sonth- 
em  interest^  and  was  willing  the  gentlemen  from 
that  section  of  the  ooontry  shonld  present  to  the 
Saute  their  views;  not  that  a  naked  qaestion 
of  constitutional  power  may  not  be  as  well  un- 
derstood in  one  portion  of  the  country  as  an- 
other ;  bnt  Southern  gentlemen  certainly  best 
knew  thrown  embarrassments  in  relation  to 
this  matter,  ^en  the  subject  comes  here, 
gentlemen  from  other  parts  will  no  doubt  do 
their  duty  fearlessly;  bot  it  seems  not  only 
oonrteons,  but  parliamentary,  that  those  who 
are  most  vitally  interested  ^ould  first  present 
ns  with  their  views.  He  woald,  therefore, 
oheerfolly  vote  for  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Bbowv  intend  to  vote  tor  a  reference 
of  the  eableot  to  the  Oommittee  <m  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Boads.  It  had  been  nrged  that 
^  was  mora  proper  to  send  it  to  a  spend,  oom- 


mittee, beoanse  they  wonld  have  mote  tjce: 
examine  the  subjed;,  and  wooU  cart;  a-v 
ability  into  the  enmhiBBon.  He  entertbc^  i 
different  (pinion.  The  Committee  « tbe  P 
Office  had  all  the  neoeesary  ezperienN  ,  iht; 
w^  conversant  with  all  the  Fbst  Office  lin 
Qentlemen  in  all  the  important  oimimU«e$Te> 
much  en^ed.  No  one  was  entird;  tn. 
The  ^>ecial  committee  would  sot  be  it^ ' 
afford  more  time  to  the  inveatigstioatiijs-:< 
standing  oommittee.  Another  reasoc  W  \v: 
nrged,  that  the  committee  oogfat  to  be 
strnctedfrom  the  Southern  section  of  tbe  9:a- 
try.  He  could  not  subscribe  to  the  fmia 
of  this  doctrine.  GentJemen  d^recate  girii:  i 
party  complexion  to  the  matter;  wfaitn^ 
be  the  effect  of  sending  it  to  a  spedaleoi!^ 
tee!  It  woidd  be  more  thas^Tingi 
complexion  to  the  matter;  it  wodUK^c: 
to  it  a  seotionsl  aspect,  which  was  tbe  Tort 
kind  of  political  aspect  The  proper  to:> 
appeared,  in  his  opmion,  to  be,  to 
confidence  in  the  North,  in  the  fall  coDtitai 
that  they  wonld  do  right  If  they  were  Dfr 
dude  the  Northern  gentlemen, itwooldiEfi;. 
distrust  which  he  was  not  williog  to  ^* 
The  proper  course  wonld  be  to  confide  the  u- 
ter  to  the  Northern  Senators,  who,  he  vu 
fident,  were  as  much  interested  as  10706.'' 
in  patting  down  these  inoendiarjefibrisi^t;^ 
of  fugitives  from  the  Northern  States,  inJ 
was  the  course  he  was  diaposed  to  pora  - 
this  case. 

The  question  waa  taken  on  tiie 
refer  the  subject  to  a  select  owmmttet  ^ 
decided  in  the  affirmative :  Ayes  23. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Cu^ 
was  ordered  to  confiist  of  five  m«nben, 
chosen  as  follows :  Ui.  Oalbous,  Ur.  Ki» 
Georgia,  Mr.  Mutodh,  Mjr.  Davis,  aadMr.IiK 


Tdwat,  December  22. 
Michigan  Senaton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bentos,  tbe  Senate  1^' 
oeeded  to  oousider  his  moti(m,  laid  <«  tbe 
some  di^B  since,  to  extend  the  bonrte?'^.'^ 
Senate  to  the  Senators  from  MieblgiD,l?i"f 
ins  them  cludrs  in  the  Senate, 

Mr.  Behton  stated  that  he  now  prop»c;' 
modify  his  motion,  by  substitutiDg 
would  now  send  to  ue  Ohi^,  which  ws«F* 
verbatim  from  the  resolution  *^op6Ed  iff--^ 
Senate  when  Messrs.  Blount  and  Cocke  tf-' 
here  as  Senatora  from  Tennessee. 

Tbe  modification  was  then  read,  as  fw*^ 

That  Mr.  Lyon  and  Mr.  Nobtki,  who  (g 
to  be  Senators  of  the  United  States,  be  re<^ 
as  spectators,  and  that  cbwrs  be  P^tw^. 
that  purpose,  (on  the  floor,)  nntU  the  m 
non  of  tiie  Senate  shall  be  given  w  tbe  %*■ 
cation  to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Va^  , 

Mr.  KwiNa  moved  to  strike  ootfte^^ 
"on  the  floor;"  which  was  csmei  "» 
affirmatlTe, 
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WmHBSDATf  DeooDber  28. 
SaUot/or  Ohaplatn, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  cbaplun. 

There  were  thi«e  ballotiiigs :  Hr,  Higbee  and 
3b.  Harrison  were  the  principal  candidates. 
On  the  first  ballot  each  of  these  sentlemen 
reoeived  IS  votes ;  on  the  second  ballot  Ur. 
Harrison  had  IS,  and  Ifo.  Higbee  15  votes ;  and 
on  the  third  ballot  Mr.  Higbee  received  28  out 
of  88  votes,  and  Hr,  Harrison  14. 

The  Bev.  Hr.  Higbee  vas  therefore  elected 
ohapldn    the  Senate. 


Thdbsdat,  Jeamarj  7. 
Slavery  in  ihe  Dittriet  of  Cohunbia* 

Mr.  HoBHis  presented  tvo  petitions  firom 
Ohio,  praying  for  the  aboUtion  of  slavery  in  the 
Distriet  q£  OcdnmUa. 

Hr.  Oalhouh  demanded  that  the  petitions 
shonld  be  read. 

The  Secretary  having  read  the  petitions, 

iSi.  Oalhoun  demanded  the  qnestioD  on  re- 
ceiving them ;  which  was  a  preliminary  qnes- 
ttoQ,  which  any  member  had  a  right  to  make. 
He  demanded  it  on  behalf  of  the  State  which 
he  represented ;  he  demanded  it,  because  the 
petitions  were  in  themselves  a  foni  slander  on 
nearly  one-half  of  the  States  of  the  Union ;  he 
demanded  it,  because  the  q^nestion  involved  was 
one  over  which  neither  this  nor  the  Honse  had 
any  power  whatever :  and  that  a  stop  might 
be  pQt  to  that  agitation  which  prevailed  in  so 
large  a  seotion  «  the  oonntry,  and  which,  nn- 
lesB  ebeofced,  would  endanger  the  ezistenoe  of 
the  Union. 

Hr.  HoBBxs.  In  presenting  these  petitions  he 
would  say,  on  tiie  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
that  she  went  to  the  entire  extent  of  the  opin- 
ions of  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  on  one 
point.  We  deny,  s^d  he,  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  legislate  concerning  lo^  institations, 
or  to  meddle  in  any  way  with  slavery  in  any  ot 
the  States;  bnt we  have  always entertidned the 
opinion  that  Congress  has  primary  and  esdn- 
sive  legislation  over  tiiis  District ;  nnder  this 
imprearion,  these  petitioners  have  oome  to  the 
Senate  to  lavsenttneir  petitions.  The  doctrine 
tiiat  OongresB  have  no  power  over  the  snlfject 
of  slavery  in  this  Disbfot  is  to  me  a  new  one ; 
and  it  is  one  that  win  not  meet  with  credence 
in  the  State  in  which  X  reside.  I  believe  these 
petitioners  have  the  right  to  present  themselves 
nere,  placing  their  feet  on  the  constitntion  of 
their  country,  when  they  oome  to  ask  of  Con- 
gress to  exerdse  those  powers  which  they  can 
legitimately  exercise.  I  believe  they  have  a 
right  to  be  heard  in  their  petitions,  and  that 
Congress  may  afterwards  di^>ose  of  t^ese  peti- 
tioDB  as  in  th^  wisdom  they  may  think  proper. 


*  At  this  Hodon  the  ilArerjr  dlseiueloa  beoama  iuttUad 
In  CoBgNM,  and  b«  too  anbappUj' kept  Ita  piM*  •vtr  ilDM. 
TouXn.— 46 


Under  these  impressions,  these  petitioneraocnne 
(o  be  heard,  and  th^have  a  right  to  be  heard: 

JSt.  PBunnr.  I  must  omfess  that  I  am  some- 
what surprised  at  the  introduction  of  petitions 
of  this  oWacter,  after  the  occurrences  ctf  the 
last  summer,  which  must  naturally  have  made 
the  Sonthem  people  extremely  sensitive  on  this 
subject.  I  am  aware  that  ramilar  petitions  have 
been  presented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Colombia;  and,  as  was  stated 
by  the  otiairman  of  that  committee  two  years 
atro,  without  the  chance  of  provoking  any  action 
of  that  committee.  To  use  his  language,*"  the 
committee-room  was  to  th^  the  lion's  den, 
from  whidi  there  were  no  footprints  to  mark 
th^  return." 

But,  rir,  this  oonrse  Is  not  the  proper  cme  to 
porsne  now.  There  is  in  it  neither  justioe  nor 
expedioicy.  We  have  a  right  to  demand  that 
some  other  remedy  should  oe  applied,  and  we 
do  demand  it.  When  I  consider  the  extraor- 
dinary excitement  which  has  been  produced 
throughout  the  countiT ;  the  combustible  ma* 
terial,  in  the  shape  of  incendiary  pamphlets, 
which  has  been  acoomulated  and  spread  abroad ; 
the  vast  multitudes  which  have  assembled;  the 
aposties  who  have  addressed  them ;  their  acts 
and  their  menaces ;  though  I  am  but  little  dis- 
posed to  allude  to  them,  yet  a  regard  to  the 
honor  and  intwests  of  the  South  oaUs  upon  me 
to  do  80|.  and  that,  too,  in  language  wmoh  she 
has  a  twat  to  entect  aitd  demand. 

Sir,  UM  Sonth«n  ndnd  has  been  already 
filled  with  a^tation  and  alarm.  Their  proper- 
ty, their  domestic  relations,  their  altara^  tiiflir 
lives,  are  in  danger ;  and,  as  if  this  were  not 
sn£B(»ent,  we  have  now  these  agitators  and  in- 
cendiaries calling  upon  Congress  to  act  upon 
the  slaveholding  States,  either  directiy  or  in- 
direotiy,  through  the  medium  of  this  District. 
And  are  we,  sir,  to  dt  still  and  see  it  ?  Are  we 
to  behold  our  rights  and  privil^ee  trampled 
upon!  All  upon  whioh  the  penuanence  and 
securi^  of  our  procnperitgr  depends  assuled  by 
these  blood-thirsty  ranatics,  and  Govunmei^ 
called  upon  to  parlidpate  in  the  waniini  and 
malioiooa  movement,  without  lifting  a  hmd, 
without  railing  a  v(ho&  without  acting  as  a  due 
regard  to  the  uonor,  dignity,  and  happiness  <d 
our  constitumts  calls  upon  us  to  act  ? 

Hr.  BuoHANAS  said  that,  for  two  or  three 
weeks  past,  there  had  been  in  his  posse^on  a 
memorial  from  the  Cain  Q°Arierly  Heeting  of 
the  religions  Society  of  Friends,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  requesting  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  witiiin  the  District 
of  Columbia.  This  memorial  was  not  a  printed 
form ;  its  laiwnage  was  not  that  in  established 
use  for  such  doouments.  It  did  not  proceed 
from  tiioae  desperate  fanatics  who  liave  been 
endeavoring  to  disturb  the  aecnrity  and  peace 
of  society  in  the  Southern  States,  the  oistri- 
bntion  of  incendiary  pamphlets  and  papers.  Tar 
different  is  the  truth.  It  emanates  from  a 
society  of  Christiana^  whose  otiject  had  alwe^a 
been  to  promote  peace  and  good-will  among 
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men,  and  who  have  been  the  eflSdent  and  per- 
serering  frioids  of  hamanity  in  every  dime. 
To  their  nntiring  efforts,  more  than  to  those  of 
any  other  denominAtion  of  OhiistiBn&  we  owe 
th6  pro^;re«  which  has  been  made  in  aWishing 
the  African  slave  trade  tbroaghout  the  world. 
This  memorial  was  their  testimony  i^aliiBt  the 
existence  of  slavery.  This  teatamony  they  had 
borne  for  mon  than  a  century.  Of  the  parity 
of  their  motives  there  can  be  no  qnestion. 

As  I  entirely  diss^it  from  the  opinion  which 
they  eipreae,  that  we  ooght  to  abolish  alavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolmnbia,  I  feel  it  to  be  dne 
to  them,  to  myself^  and  to  the  Senate,  respect- 
ftilly,  bnt  flrmly,  to  state  tiie  reasons  why  I 
ounot  advocate  Uidr  views  or  aoqinwoe  in 
thdr  condosions. 

If  any  one  principle  of  omistitatifmal  law 
can,  at  this  day,  be  oooBidered  as  settJed,  it  is 
that  OoDgress  have  no  right,  no  power,  over 
the  qnestion  of  blavery  within  tdiose  States 
where  it  exists.  The  property  of  the  master 
in  his  slave  existed  in  full  force  before  the  fed- 
eral constitution  was  adopted.  It  was  a  sab- 
Jeot  which  then  belon^;ed,  as  it  still  belongs,  to 
the  exdusive  jartsdicbon  of  the  several  States. 
These  States,  by  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, never  yielded  to  the  General  Qovemment 
ai^  light  to  interfere  with  the  qaeation.  It 
remains  where  it  was  previoos  to  the  establish- 
ment of  onr  o(mfedw«Qy. 

The  constitution  Ilbs,  in  the  clearest  terms, 
recognized  the  rif^ts  of  property  in  slaves.  It 

Srohibits  any  State  into  which  a  slave  may 
ave  fled,  from  passing  any  law  to  discharge 
him  from  slavery,  and  declares  that  he  shdl  be 
delivered  np  by  the  aathorities  of  snch  State  to 
his  master.  Nay,  more;  it  makes  the  existence 
of  slavery  the  foundation  of  poUtiod  power^  by 
giving  to  those  States  withm  which  it  exists^ 
Bepresentatives  in  Congress,  not  only  in  pro- 
rtion  to  the  whole  nnmbw  of  free  persons, 
t  also  in  pn^tortiuHi  to  three-fifthB  of  toe  nnm- 
"bar  of  alavaa. 

An  occasion  very  ftHrtonatdy  arose  in  the 
fliBt  Congress  to  settie  tiiis  qneetim  forever. 
Hie  sodety  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Penn- 
sylvania brought  it  before  that  Congress  by  a 
memorial,  which  was  presented  on  the  11th  ohj 
of  Febmary,  1790.  Aiter  the  snbject  had  been 
.disoQBsed  for  several  days,  and  alter  solemn 
ddiberation,  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  23d  day  of 
March,  1790,  resolved  "  That  Congress  have  no 
.anthorityto  interfere  in  the  emancipation  of 
slaves,  or  in  the  treatment  of  them,  within  any 
of  tiie  States;  it  remdning  with  the  severd 
.Btetes  alone  to  provide  any  r^ulations  therein 
Thidi  humanity  and  true  poli<^  may  reqoire." 

I  have  thought  it  would  oe  premier  to  imsent 
tiiis  deddMi,  which  waa  made  almost  fadf  a 
^oentnry  ago,  distinotiy  to  the  view  of  the 
American  people.  The  langoage  of  the  resola- 
tion  is  dear,  precise,  and  definite.  It  leaves  tiie 
cqaestion  where  the  constitation  left  it,  and 
-There,  so  £ir  as  I  am  ooncoiied,  it  evw  shall 


[Jtfiw,iat 

remain.  Hie  Oonstitotion  of  the  Umled  tad 
new  wonld  have  been  oa^  into  enitiaft; 
instead  of  the  innnmwable  blesBi^  f(]aAip: 
flowed  from  onr  iutppy  Union,  we  sluwtlb-i 
had  anarchy,  jealousy,  and  dvil  war,  m&t 
sister  republics  of  whidl  onr  oonfedenr  ■> 
composed,  had  not  the  free  States  f&mi%r., 
all  control  over  this  question.  For  oiie^  r^- 
ever  may  be  my  opiidoos  nptm  the  i^i. 
qnestion  of  alavery,  (and  I  am  free  to  cwic- 
ttiey  are  those  of  the  people  of  Powitiiu 
I  shall  never  attempt  to  violate  this  fandiiDai. 
compact  The  Umon  will  be  diaBdTed,iii£b' 
cakolable  evils  will  rise  from  its  uiw  l. 
moment  any  sndiattenqpt  Is aerioaiy  mitt; 
the  free  Stdies  in  Owupresa. 

'What,  then,  are  ^e  dronmstiDen  ofe 
which  these  memoiials  are  nowpretenled!  A 
number  of  faoatics,  led  on  forags  io^- 
aries,  have  been  scattering  "  arrowB,fireb:£:ijt 
and  death,"  tfarooghont  the  Bootliaii  Bx". 
The  natural  tendency  of  their  poblioiioDi  n 
produce  dissatisfaction  and  revolt  mmy 
slaves,  andtoindte  thdr  w^pawomtoic: 
geance.  All  history,  as  well  as  the  presoiiR:- 
dition  of  the  daves,  proves  that  then  m  bt  i 
dai^erof  theflndresnltofaserrilevK'.  Bi 
in  the  mean  time,  what  dnwdfiileeenaiayx 
enacted,  before  snoh  an  inBureotiw,  >tu 
would  apare  neither  age  nor  ses^eoiildbt^ 
pressed  1  Whatageny  of  mindnnstbenbA 
eapedally  by  the  gentler  sex,  in  oomeqtKBr 
these  pnblicatiooB  I  Kany  a  motber  di^  ^ 
infant  to  her  bosran  when  she  rfltirestsni 
under  dreadful  iq>pr'ehenBiQn8that^nof  ^ 
aroused  from  her  dombcKrs  by  the  sarifc  M 
of  the  slaves  by  whom  she  is  enironatc^ 
These  are  the  works  of  the  abolidodste. 
their  motives  may  be  htnest  1  do  not  d«f. 
but  their  zed  is  withont  knowledge. 
tory  of  the  homan  race  presents  niiiiieK)£''!^ 
amples  of  i^orant  enthunsst^  the 
whose  intentions  cannot  be  doubted,  vbo  ^ 
^read  devastation  and  bloodBhad  ow  die » 
of  the  earth.  , 

These  fiuu&a,  instead  of  beoefibi« 
slaves  who  are  the  olgectflof  their  regin.B-'- 
inflicted  serious  ii^juries  uponthem.  | 
ervation  is  the  firat  law  of  natarei  TvV' 
ters,  for  the  sake  of  their  wives  and  asm-  i 
for  the  sake  of  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to^  | 
on  earth,  must  tighten  the  reins  of  2sm--. 
over  ttieir  slaves,   Hiey  must  thns  comW* 
the  efforts  of  the  abolitionista.  Th^  ilr^ 
denied  many  indulgences  which  tl»ir  nu**; 
would  otherwise  cheerfully  grant 
be  kept  in  such  a  stste  of  boaodsge  m 
to  prevent  their  rising.  These  are  tlwaiF" 
efibots  prodooed  by  the  abofitionirtB  af«" 
slave  hunsdt  WliilsL  on  the  <w 
reader  his  ocoiditioD  miserable,  by  |inMO"«[^ 
his  mind  vague  notions  of  ftoedoio,Dew'*";^ 
realiied,  on  the  other,  they  nute  i 
miserable,  by  compelling  the  ma«er  to  ^ 
vere,  in  iwderto  prevent  any8t±on]pO  ''  '"f 
reotion.  Th^y  thus  lender  UiDp(>»t>l«'" 
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master  to  treat  hU  slave  aoocHtlii^  to  the  dic- 
tates of  bis  heart  and  his  feelingSL 

Besides,  do  not  the  aboIitioDists  perceive  tliat 
the  spirit  which  is  thus  roused  must  protract  to 
an  iadefinite  period  the  eniMiGlpation  of  the 
slave  I  The  neoessarj  effect  of  liieir  efforts  is 
to  render  de^rate  those  to  whom  the  power 
of  emancipation  exclusively  belonga  X  believe 
most  ccmscientioadj,  in  whatever  light  this 
snbjeotcan  be  viewed,  that  the  best  interests  of 
the  slave  require  that  the  qnei^on  shoold  be 
left,  where  the  oonstttotlon  has  left  it,  to  the 
slavehd^ng  Statee  tbemsdves,  witboat  fweign 
interference. 

This  belDg  a  tme  statement  of  the  case,  as 
^plied  to  the  States  where  slavery  exists,  what 
is  now  asked  hj  these  memorialists  f  That  in 
this  District  of  ten  miles  sqnare — a  District 
carved  ont  of  two  slaveholding  States,  and 
enrroTincEed  by  them  on  all  side»---8laveT7  shall 
be  abolished.  What  wonid  be  the  effects  of 
granting  their  reqnest  t  Yon  wonld  thus  erect 
a  citadel  in  the  very  heart  of  these  States,  upon 
a  territory  whidt  they  have  ceded  to  yon  for  a 
ftr  diflbrent  purpose,  flrom  which  abolitionista 
and  incendiaries  ooold  seonrely  attack  the 
peace  and  sali^r  <tf  th^  dtlzena.  Yon  estab- 
lish aspotwithmtheslavehiddiiigStateawhloh 
wonld  be  a  city  of  refuge  for  runaway  slaves. 
Yon  create  by  law  a  central  point  from  which 
truoB  of  gunpowder  may  be  securely  laid,  ex- 
tending into  the  surrounding  States,  which  may 
at  any  moment  produce  a  fearftal  and  destructive 
explosion.  By  passing  such  a  law,  yon  intro- 
duoe  the  enemy  into  the  very  boecnn  of  these 
two  States,  and  afford  him  every  opportunity  to 
produce  a  servile  insurrection.  Is  there  any 
reasonable  man  who  can  for  one  moment  sup- 
pose, that  Virginia  and  Maryland  would  have 
ceded  the  District  of  Oohmibia  to  the  United 
States,  if  they  had  entertaiDed  the  aUg^test  idea 
that  Congress  would  ever  nse  it  tor  such  pur- 
pose? ^ey  ceded  it  for  yonr  use,  for  your 
convenience,  and  not  for  their  own  destruction. 
When  slavery  ceases  to  exist  under  the  laws  of 
yirffinia.  and  Maryland,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
ought  it  to  be  abolished  in  the  XNstriet  of  Co- 
Imnbia. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  notwithstanding  these  were 
his  opinions,  he  could  not  vote  for  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Oal* 
HOUK,)  not  to  receive  these  memorials.  He 
would  not  at  present  proceed  to  state  his  reasons, 
still  hoping  the  Senate  could  yet  agree  npoa 
some  course  which  would  prove  aatli&otwT  to 
all  With  tliia  vieir  he  moved  that  the  whole 
sobjeot  be  postponed  until  Monday  next^ 

Mr.  Bkntov  rose  to  express  his  concurrmce 
in  the  SQffgesHon  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania^  (Mr.  Bcohaitjlk,)  that  the  consideration 
of  this  snbjeot  be  postponed.  It  had  come  up 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  to-day,  and  the 
postponement  would  give  an  opportunity  for 
Senators  to  reflect,  ana  to  confer  together,  and 
to  condude  what  was  beat  to  be  dMte  where 
all  were  nuited  in  wishing  the  sanw  end. 


namely,  to  allay,  and  not  to  prodnoe,  udte* 
ment  He  had  risen  for  this  purpose;  but, 
being  on  bis  feet,  he  would  say  a  few  words  on 
the  general  subject,  which  the  presentation  of 
these  petitions  had  so  suddenly  and  unexpect- 
edly brought  up.  With  respect  to  the  petition- 
ers, and  uiose  with  whom  they  acted,  he  had 
no  doubt  but  that  many  of  tliem  were  good 
people,  aiming  at  benevolent  objeote,  and  en- 
deavoring to  ameUfnrate  the  condition  of  one 
part  of  tiie  human  race,  witboat  in^ting  oalam* 
ities  on  another  part;  but  tliey  were  mistaken 
in  their  mode  of  proceeding,  and  so  hr  from 
accomplishing  any  part  of  their  object,  the 
whole  effeetof  their  interposition  was  to  agsrar- 
vate  the  condition  of  those  in  whose  behalf  they 
were  interfering.  But  there  was  another  part, 
and  he  meant  to  speak  of  the  abolitionists  gen- 
erally, as  the  body  containing  the  part  of  which 
he  spoke ;  there  was  another  part  whom  he 
could  not  qualify  as  good  people,  seeking  be- 
nevolent ends  by  mistaken  means,  but  as  in- 
cendiaries and  agitators,  with  diabolical  oblecta 
in  view,  to  be  aocompliahed  by  wi(^ed  ana  de- 
plorable means.  Be  did  not  go  Into  the  prao& 
now  to  establidi  the  orareotness  of  his  opinion 
(tfthialattn'olasB;  hot  he  presumed  it  wonld  be 
admitted  that  ev^  attempt  to  wortc  upon  the 
p&asioDB  of  the  slaves,  and  to  excite  them  to 
murder  their  owners,  was  a  wicked  and  diaboU- 
eal  attempt,  and  the  work  of  a  midnight  incen- 
diary. Pictures  of  slave  degradation  and  mia* 
ery,  and  of  the  white  man's  luxury  and  cruelty, 
were  attempts  this  kind ;  for  they  were  ap- 
peals to  the  vengeance  of  slaves,  and  not  to  the 
mtelligenoe  or  reason  of  those  who  legislated 
for  them.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  had  many  pioturea 
of  this  kind,  as  well  as  many  dialKtlical  pn1)lioft- 
tion^  sent  to  him  on  this  sut^ect,  during  the 
last  sommer,  the  whole  of  which  he  had  east 
into  the  fire,  and  ahonid  not  have  thou^t  of 
referring  to  the  olroumstanoe  at  this  time,  as 
displaying  the  character  of  the  incendiary  part 
of  the  abmitionists.  bad  he  not  within  these  few 
days  past,  and  while  abolition  petitions  were 
pouring  into  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  re- 
ceived one  of  these  pictures,  the  dedgn  of  which 
could  be  nothing  but  mischief  of  the  blackest 
dye.  It  was  a  print  from  an  engraving,  (and 
Mr.  B.  exhibited  it,  and  handed  it  to  Benatora 
near  him,)  representing  a  large  and  spreading 
tree  of  liberty,  beneath  whose  ample  shade  a 
slave  ownw  was  at  one  tame  luznrioiuly  t^mw- 
ing,  with  davea  fimning  him ;  at  another  car^ 
ii3  fintb  in  a  palanqmn,  to  view  the  half- 
n^»d  laborers  in  the  oottonrfleld,  whom  drivers, 
with  whips,  were  acoui^^  to  the  task.  The 
print  was  evidently  from  the  abolition  mint, 
and  came  to  him  by  some  other  conveyance 
than  that  of  the  mail,  for  there  was  no  poet 
mark,  or  mark  of  any  kind,  to  identify  its  origin 
and  to  indict  its  line  of  march.  For  what 
purpose  could  such  a  picture  be  intended,  unless 
to  inSame  the  passions  of  slaves  ?  And  why 
engrave  it,  except  to  mnltiply  copies  for  exteo- 
dve^atribotkHif  Batitwaanotpiotureiakuw 
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that  operated  upon  the  pas^oiu  of  the  darei, 
hoi  ipeeches,  pablioationa,  petitioiis  presented 
in  Oongreas,  aiid  the  whole  maddnery  of  aboU- 
lifHi  Boraetiee.  None  of  these  things  went  to 
the  miderstandmgs  of  the  davea,  but  to  their 
punona,  all  imperfectly  nndentood,  and  ini^ir- 
tug  vagae  bopea,  and  sdinalating  aborUve  and 
fetal  insorrectionB.  Societies,  espeoiallj^ere 
the  foondatioD  of  the  greatest  mi8chie&.  W  hat^ 
ever  might  he  their  objects,  the  slaves  never 
did,  and  never  can,  nnderstand  them  bat  in  one 
way :  as  allies  organized  for  action,  and  ready 
to  march  to  th^  aid  on  tiie  first  signal  of  in- 
correction  1 

Mr.  B.  went  oa  to  say  that  tibese  sodetiiea 
had  already  perpetrated  more  mischief  than  the 
Jcdnt  Temaauer  of  all  their  Uvea  nent  in  pray- 
ers ot  oontrition,  and  in  works  at  retribntaoii, 
oonld  ever  atone  for.  They  had  thrown  the 
state  of  the  emancipation  question  fifty  yean 
l»ck.  They  had  sa^jected  every  traveller,  and 
every  emigrant,  from  the  n<m-slaveholding 
Btatee,  to  Iw  received  with  coldness,  and  viewed 
with  sns^oion  and  jealousy,  in  the  slavebolding 
States.  They  bad  oooauoned  many  slaves 
to  lose  their  lives.  They  had  caused  the 
deportation  of  many  ten  thousands  from  the 

Eatn-growing  to  the  planting  Btates.  They 
d  caused  the  privileges  of  all  slaves  to 
be  curtailed,  and  their  bonds  to  be  more 
tightly  drawn.  Nor  was  the  mischief  <tf  their 
oondact  confined  to  slaves ;  it  reached  the  free 
colored  people,  and  opened  a  sudden  gulf  of 
misery  to  that  po^tnlation.  In  all  the  slave 
States,  this  population  has  pud  the  forfeit  of 
their  intermediate  position,  and  suffered  pro- 
scription as  the  iustnunents,  real  or  suspected, 
of  the  abolition  societies.  In  all  these  SU^es, 
tiieir  exodus  had  either  been  enforced  or  was 
impending.  In  Missouri  there  was  a  clause  in 
the  constitution,  which  prohibited  tiimr  emi- 
gration to  the  Btate ;  but  that  clause  had  re- 
mained a  dead  letter  in  the  book  until  the  agi- 
tation produced  among  the  slaves  by  the  distant 
rnmbling  of  the  abohtion  thunder,  led  to  the 
koowledge  in  aome  inatancea,  and  to  the  belief 
In  others,  that  these  people  were  the  utemue 
of  tbe  abolitionistB,  and  tndr  medium  for  com- 
municating with  the  slaves,  and  for  exciting 
them  to  desertion  first,  and  to  insurrection 
evwtaally.  Then  ensued  a  painful  scene.  The 
people  met,  resolved,  and  prescribed  thirty  days 
for  the  exodus  of  the  obnoxious  caste.  Under 
that  decree  a  general  emigration  had  to  take 
place  at  the  commencement  of  winter.  Kany 
worthy  and  industrious  people  had  to  quit  their 
business  and  their  homes,  and  to  go  forth  under 
oircumstauoes  which  rendered  them  objects  of 
suspicion  wherever  they  went,  mi,  sealed  the 
door  Sffaiost  the  aoqniation  of  new  friends, 
while  oepriviQg  them  of  the  protection  of  old 
ones.  He  Qlr.  B.)  hadwitneased  manjinstan- ; 
oes  of  this  kdnd,  and  had  ^ven  oertifieates  to 
aeveral,  to  show  that  they  were  baniafaed,  not 
for  their  ofi'wioes.  but  for  their  misfortunes ;  for 
the  miflfntane  of  bdng  allied  to  the  race  which 


^Jmhiamt,  1836. 

the  abolititm  aodeties  had  made  di«  obspet  of 
their  pvtuitotu  pbilanthnmv. 

Having  said  taiu  mndi  of  the  abcditioii  soci- 
eties in  the  Dtm-daveholding  States,  Hr.  B. 
turned,  with  pride  and  exultation,  to  a  differed; 
theme — the  oonduot  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  in  all  these  States.  Before  he  aaw  thi: 
oonduot,  and  while  the  black  qaesta<»i,  like  a 
portentous  cloud,  was  gathering  and  darkenic; 
on  the  North-eastern  horizon,  he  trembled,  m>c 
for  the  South,  but  for  the  Unitm.  He  feared 
that  he  saw  the  fhtal  work  of  dissolntion  abost 
to  be^n,  and  the  bonds  of  this  i^orioos  oonfed- 
eraoy  about  to  snap ;  but  the  coadoct  of  uk 
gTMt  body  of  the  people  in  all  the  noo-dave- 
Etdding  States  quickfy  diqieUed  thaut  fear,  and 
in  its  uaoe  planted  de^  the  atnxigest  aaniraiHe 
of  the  naimony  and  indivitibility  of  the  Vr&cm 
whldi  he  had  fait  im  many  yeara.  Their  coa- 
duot  was  above  all  praise,  above  all  thanks, 
above  all  gratitndeu  They  had  chased  oS  tic 
forei^  eimssariea,  rilmoea  the  gabUiz^  toogi^ 
of  f^iale  dupes,  and  dispeised  the  asemblage^ 
whether  fanatical,  visiouary,  or  inoeudiaxr,  or 
all  that  congregated  to  preach  aeainst  enl^ 
which  afflicted  others,  not  them,  and  to  propose 
remedies  to  aggravate  the  disease  which  thej 
pretended  to  core.  They  had  acted  with  « 
noble  ^iriL  They  had  exwted  a  vigw  bejoikl 
all  lav.  They  had  obeyed  the  enaotmenta,  ax. 
<tf  the  statute  book,  but  of  tiie  heart;  andwlule 
that  qnrit  was  in  the  heart,  ha  oared  nothii^ 
for  laws  written  in  a  book.  H«  woold 
upon  that  ^irit  to  complete  the  good  work  it 
has  began ;  to  dry  up  these  sodeties ;  to  seps- 
rate  the  mistaken  philanthropist  fn»a  reck- 
less fsnatio  and  the  wicked  incwdiary,  and  pst 
an  end  to  publications  and  petitions  whidi, 
whatever  may  be  their  de^gn,  can  have  do 
other  effect  than  to  impede  the  olgect  whidi 
they  invoke,  and  to  aggravate  the  evil  wind 
they  deplore. 

Mr.  Bitowv,  of  North  Carolina,  fialt  liimfvlf 
constrained,  by  a  sense  oi  duty  to  the  State  from 
which  he  came,  deeply  and  vitally  interested  ss 
she  was,  in  every  thing  connected  with  the 
agitating  qoeation  whioh  had  iu»a^>e^»dly  heoi 
brought  into  discuflri<m  tiiat  UHH^ung,  to  pre- 
sent, in  a  few  words,  his  views  as  to  the  proper 
direction  which  should  be  given  to  that  and  all 
other  petitions  relating  to  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Oolumbia.   He  felt  himself  more  especially 
called  on  to  do  so  from  tiie  aspect  which  Uw 
question  had  assumed,  in  consequeooe  of  th« 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Oalhotjk,)  to  refuse  to  reoeive  the  petition. 
Be  had  believed  from  the  first  time  he  had  re- 
fieoted  on  this  subject^  mi  subsequent  events 
had  but  strei^thened  tnat  oonviotion,  that  the 
most  proper  dispositioQ  of  ell  such  petitions  was 
to  lay  them  on  the  table  without  louiting.  Thu 
course,  while  it  indicated  to  t£e  fiuutioa  that 
Oongreaa  will  yield  no  ooontenance  to  tfteir 
derigna,  at  the  aame  time  marks  them  with 
dedded  TM>robatiQn  by  a  reftual  to  print  But. 
in  his  eetuiation,  another  reasra  gave  to  the 
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motion  to  bqr  them  on  the  table  a  decided  pref- 
erence over  any  other  proceedings  by  which 
they  shoold  be  met.  The  peculiar  merit  of  this 
motion,  as  applicable  to  this  question,  is,  that  it 
preclades  all  aebate,  and  would  tiins  prevent  the 
agitation  of  a  subject  in  Oon^ress  which  all 
should  deprecate  as  fraught  with  mischief  to 
every  portwa  of  this  happy  and  flourishing  con- 
federacy. 

Ur.  B.  said  that  honoraUe  genUanm  who 
advocated  tibis  motion  had  disclaimed  all  Inten- 
tion to  produce  agitation  on  this  qnestiim.  He 
did  not  pretttkd  to  qaestion  the  dnoerity  of  their 
declarations,  and,  while  willing  to  do  every 
jnstice  to  their  motives,  he  most  be  allowed  to 
eay  that  no  metiiod  conld  be  devised  better  cal- 
cnlatedf  in  his  Judgment^  to  produce  snob  a 
result. 

He  (Hr.  B.)  most  sincerely  believed  that  fhe 
best  interests  of  the  Southern  States  would  be 
most  coQsnited,  by  pursuing  snob  a  course  here 
as  would  harmonize  the  feelings  of  every  sec- 
tion, and  avoid  opening  for  discussion  so  dan- 
gerous and  ddicate  a  question.  He  believed 
all  the  Senators  who  woe  present  a  ftw  days 
ranee,  when  a  petition  of  similar  diaraoter  had 
been  presented  by  an  bcoioraUe  Senator,  bad, 
by  their  votes  to  utj  it  on  the  table,  sanctioned 
the  course  which  he  now  suggested. 

[Mr.  Oalhoun,  in  explanation,  said  that  him- 
self and  his  colleague  were  absent  from  the 
Senate  on  the  occauon  alluded  to.] 

Mr.  B.  resumed  hia  remarkfi,  and  stud  that 
he  had  made  no  reference  to  the  votes  of  any 
particular  member  of  that  body,  but  what  be 
hiid  said  was,  that  a  similar  petition  had  been 
laid  on  the  table  without  objection  ftom  any 
one,  and  consequently  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Senators  present.  Here,  then,  was  a  most 
emphatic  declaration,  hy  gentlemen  represent- 
the  Northern  States  as  well  as  those  from 
er  parte  of  the  Union,  by  this  vote,  that  they 
will  entertain  no  attempt  at  legidation  on  the 
question  of  ^avery  in  the  District  of  Oolmnbia. 
Why,  then,  asked  Mr.  B.,  should  wo  now  adopt 
a  mode  of  proceeding  calonlated  to  disturb  the 
harmonious  action  of  the  Senate,  which  had 
been  produced  by  the  former  vote !  Why  (he 
would  respectftilly  ask  of  honorable  gentiemen 
who  press  the  motion  to  refuse  to  receive  the 
petition)  and  for  what  beneficial  purpose  do 
they  press  it  ?  By  persisting  in  such  a  course 
it  would,  beyond  alt  doubt,  open  a  wide  range 
of  disouBsion ;  it  would  not  fail  to  call  forth  a 
great  diverdty  of  opinion  in  relation  to  tiie  ex- 
tent ot  the  ri^t  to  petition  under  the  oonstitn- 
tlon.  Nor  would  it  be  confined  to  that  qnestifHi 
alone,  judging  from  an  ncpresrion  which  had 
fallen  from  an  honorable  gentieman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  TnxR)  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
That  gentieman  had  declared  his  preference  for 
a  direct  negative  vote  by  the  Senate,  as  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  Oongress  toemanoipate 
slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He,  fbr  cme, 
protested,  pcditically  speaking,  against  opening 
this  Panffiora'i  box  in  the  naUs  of  Oongress. 


[Saum 

For  all  beneficial  and  practical  purposes,  an 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  members  repre- 
senting the  Northern  States  were  with  the 
South,  in  opposition  to  any  interference  with 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  If  there 
was  half  a  dozen  in  both  branches  of  Congress 
who  did  not  stand  in  entire  opposition  to  any 
interference  with  slavery  in  this  District,  or 
elsewhere,  he  had  yet  to  learn  It.  Was  it  wise, 
was  it  prudent,  was  it  magnanfanons,  fawgentie- 
men  representmg  the  Bont^em  States,  to  urge 
this  matter  still  further,  and  say  to  our  North- 
em  friends  in  Congress,  '*  Gentiemen,  we  all 
agree  In  tiie  general  oondusion,  that  Congress 
should  not  interfere  In  this  question,  but  we 
wish  to  know  yonr  reasmis  for  aninng  at  this 
condnrion;  we  wish  yon  to  declare^  oy  yonr 
votes,  whether  yon  arrive  at  this  result  because 
yon  think  it  unconstitutional,  or  not  i  "  Mr. 
B.  said  that  be  would  yield  to  none  in  zeal  in 
Bostaining  and  snpporting,  to  the  exteat^f  his 
ability,  what  he  believed  to  be  the  tme  interests 
of  the  South ;  but  he  should  take  leave  to  say 
that,  when  the  almost  united  will  of  botii 
branches  of  Congress,  for  all  practical  purposes, 
iras  witii  na,  a^inst  all  InterfiBrenoe  on  this 
snlgeot,  fae  shotdd  not  hazard  the  peace  and 
qoiet  ca  the  oountrr  by  going  on  a  <)uixotio 
expedition  in  pnrsmt  of  abstract  constitutional 
questions.  He  would  not  quarrel  with  gentie- 
men so  long  as  they  continued  in  the  deterroi- 
nation  not  to  interfere  in  this  question,  even  if 
they  did  not  come  to  that  determination  by 
precisely  the  same  mode  of  reasoning  with  him- 
self. Mr.  B.  said  it  appeared  to  him  that*  the 
true  course  of  those  representing  the  South  here 
was  to  occupy  a  defensive  position,  so  long  as 
others  were  disposed  not  to  oIbcuss  it,  and  Con- 
gress refused  to  exert  any  legtdative  authority 
over  the  sulject.  When  that  attempt  was' 
made,  if  it  ever  should  be^  he  shoold  say  the 
time  for  disonsnon  had  pasaed,  and  a  pwiod 
had  arrived  which  called  for  other  and  more 
vigorous  means  of  self-defence. 

Another,  and  not  the  least  wei^ty^,  reason 
had  operated  on  his  mind  in  bringing  it  to  tJbe 
conclusion  that  the  motion  to  reject  the  petition 
was  injudicious.  If  successful,  nothing  would 
perhws  be  more  agreeable  to  the  fanatics  (he 
thought  they  should  be  more  properly  called 
fiends  in  human  shape,  who  would  endeavor  to 
lay  waste  the  hi^pmess  and  lil>erties  of  this 
coimtry)  than  the  intelligenoe  that  they  had 
reoeivea  this  mark  oS  notice,  and  to  them,  of 
consequence,  from  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  "sir.  B.  said,  in  his  judgment,  that  man 
was  but  little  skilled  in  tne  pasMons  of  the 
human  breast,  who  did  not  know  that  there  was 
no  error,  however  ^reat,  nor  any  heresy,  how- 
ever abominable,  either  in  religion  or  politics, 
which  might  not  be  aided  by  the  cry  of  perse- 
:  cntion,  however  unfounded  it  might  be  in  iact. 
Fanaticism  would  seize  on  it,  to  enlist  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  weak  and  ignorant  in  their  behalf. 
Wicked  and  fanatical  men  had  done  this,  in  all 
ages,  and  he  doubted  not  but  the  nuiignant 
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qriritewboliad  been  UbraiDg  in  this  detestable 
ToeatUm,  wonld  eunningly  seek  to  avail  them- 
sdveB  of  any  means  to  farther  their  diabolical 
designs.  Another,  and,  with  him,  eqnally  dfr- 
oisive  reason  against  any  course  calculated  to 
throw  the  sabjeot  open  to  disoassion  here,  was 
the  almost  aDiTersalmanifestaUon  at  the  North, 
during  Uie  past  Bummer  and  fall,  of  that  Aster- 
nal and  patriotic  feeling  towards  the  Sonth, 
which  he  trusted  would  continue  to  exert  its 
happy  effect  in  preserving,  unimpured,  the 
bonds  of  the  onion  of  tltese  States.  He  r^oioed 
at  this  stroDg  development  of  feeling,  not  only 
becsnse  it  had  oontriDnted  to  repress  the  move- 
meats  of  dangeroos  enemies  to  the  pmee  and 
happiness  our  coontry  in  tliat  qnarter,  bat 
because  It  had  dispelled  the  inridions  misrep- 
resentations in  T^ard  to  the  sentimentB  of  the 
great  body  of  tie  Northern  people,  which  cer- 
tain presses  had,  as  he  believed,  both  in  the 
Korth.and  South,  most  indostrioa^y  used,  for 
the  most  sinister  pnrpoaes.  What  were  the 
facts,  as  to  the  pablic  opinion  of  the  North,  on 
this  sul^ect  f  But  a  short  time  had  passed  by 
since  most  of  the  active  leaders  of  this  fanatical 
band  were  contemptible  fugitives,  in  different 
parts  of  the  Kortli,  where  they  had  attempted 
to  exhibit,  firom  the  insulted  and  generous  in* 
dignadon  of  a  patriotic  people,  who  widied  to 

fireserve  the  pMoe  of  the  country  and  their  ob- 
Igatjons  to  us  as  members  of  the  same  confed- 
eracy. That  an  active  and  daring  band  of  these 
incendiaries  existed  none  could  doubt,  but  that 
they  formed  a  very  small  portion  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  Northern  people,  we  not  ouly  had 
the  assurances  of  pnblio  meetings,  which  had 
assembled  almost  thronghont  that  quarter,  at- 
tended by  the  most  respectable  and  distingoiahed 
dtizens,  bnt  we  had  here,  but  a  short  time  since, 
the  declarations  of  many  of  the  Senators  from 
tiie  non-slaveholding  States,  that  this  class  of 
individuals  was  but  small,  and  that  they  were 
oonntenanced  by  no  reBpeotable  portion  of  thoie 
States.  He  had  been  assured,  nnoe  his  arrival 
here,  by  gentlemen  representing  the  ITorthem 
States,  tmtt  aa  abolition  discourse  could  not  be 
delivered  among  those  whom  they  represented, 
without  endangering  the  safety  of  the  person 
attempting  it  In  addition  to  this,  he  wonld 
Bay,  that  the  action  of  the  Federal  Government, 
through  the  Post  Office  Department,  was  pro- 
tective of  the  rights  of  the  South  i^^ainst  incen- 
diary publications.  If  ptostmasters  to  the 
North  and  South  did  their  duty,  as  sanctioned 
by  the  head  of  that  Department,  these  enemies 
of  our  Government  and  of  the  human  race  were 
cut  off  ffwn  circulating,  through  that  medium, 
their  firebrands  of  nusehieC  Under  th^e  olr- 
enmstances,  was  this  a  time  for  ua  to  throw 
open  the  door  to  discussion  on  this  enbjeot,  and 
thus  assist  in  exacerbating  feelings  whioh  had 
already  been  enough  excited  1  He  thought  it 
only  necessary  to  contrast  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  on  the  petition  to  which  he  had  be- 
fbre  allnded,  and  whioh  had  been  laid  on  tibe 
table  by  the  nnanimom  vote  of  the  Senators 


present,  with  the  proceedings  of  \e4ti.  • 
show  the  decided  wisdom  of  takiot  sr 
oonrse  in  relation  to  the  present  and  ■!!  sli- 
petitioDB.  The  petition  which  fasd  been 
mumed  by  the  moti(Hi  to  lay  on  the  ttbttlt 
scarcely  been  thought  of  or  heard  (rf  sua. 
signed  as  it  had  been  to  the  inrngDifioDKi:. 
contempt  of  mortifying  select  sod  wsc  - 
notiee.  What  was  the  fact,  in  rdatioo  i»- 
proposed  mode  of  proceeding,  as  to  the  p^: 
petition  ?  The  Senate  had  already  finDJ  ^ 
engaaed  in  a  debate,  vM<^no  oaeoonldfcrM 
the  airectt<m  of,  thos  producing  ^titioi,  a! 
dignifying  with  undeserved,  mi,  no  dc:: 
gratifying  notoriety  to  tbe  hnatio^  i  ramV 
efftaaion,  which,  bnt  fbr  tins  prooee^; 
have  follen  into  obsonrity  and  coDteoiit. 

Mr.  Pbebton said :  Iwasnotinmjsol^ 
a  petition  similar  to  tliis  was  a  fev  dsj^it 
lud  upon  the  table.  Had  I  been,  it  vcnU  :' 
have  gone  there  mib  mlentio.  Sir,  I  nms 
press  my  astonishment  at  the  miurbef"- 
gMitieman  from  North  Carolina.  He  thai- 
cussion  been  brought  on  by  the  flonthern  Sttf 
No,  sir.  Is  dis^isirioa  of  any  kind  ca' 
cessary?  Is  there  nothing  peculiar  in  ^f- 
poet  of  affitirs ;  no  eztraordinary  efliirts  mii  - 
^theNfflth:  no&hig  unusual  inpobfie^- 
ment  and  i^mg  to  aatJunin  this  &n«'' 
Kr,  why  has  not  North  OaroHna  takes  ^  i 
matter  and  in  this  way  before  f 

Every  governor  of  every  dardid*!?  *^ 
has  called  tiie  attention  of  its  Legi^atmi^- 
subjeot ;  the  whole  public  mind  has  kwf^ 
vulsed ;  all  men  of  all  parties  are  s6it«  » 
excited;  audio  I  the  Senator  from  Nwttl^'- 
lina  exhorts  us  to  be  quiet.  An  enemy,  s^r 
remorseless,  and  indignant,  is  thiarferi^ 
gates,  and  the  gentieman  tells  ns  t»  fiK  * 
arms.   Onr  hearths  and  altars  are  mm  *r 
blood  and  in  flames ;  be  quiet,  says  the 
man.   The  afeonu  is  bursting  upon  tb    t  - 
sweep  away  the  bulwarks  of  our  beem  ^ ; 
mwHi,  and  fill  the  land  vith  eooTnlflon  c 
anarobn  but  sit  stiD,  saysUe  ho«>n»jf 
atw.  He  sees  no  danger,  no  cmae<»^^ 
no,  not  the  slightest  Petltioner% 
stmments  for  aooomplishing  tiiis  '"J**^^ 
work,  are  throngmg  here  by  tli<»*"**lX-r 
diary  pamphlets  are  circulated;  ib«e<*>^ 
meetings  held ;  hwnlt,  threats,  and  dffl'J* 
tions,  are  heaped  upon  us ;  but 
lift  a  voice  or  raise  a  finger.   Onl  ■ 
keep  quiet,  all  around  is  a  perfect 
we  whose  lives  and  property  are  at 
who  have  every  motive  to  move,  ^^'V  a 
to  be  quiet  ?   It  may  be  that  there  »  ^ 
iectintUs.  It  niay  be  that  wicked  andjl^, 
ing  men  have  mixed  up  Ibis  °»>*^*V^ 
foreign  to  it   I  tmat  not,  sir ;  I ^T.. 
parties  will  act  in  hannony  with 
a  point  which  so  hnmediatrfy«ff«''"T.Wi 
weaL   The  Soutii,  sir,  has  not  pr^iiew 
excitement   She  has  not  sought  tw«  "f^  ^ 
It  has  been  accomplished  by  othf  '^l. 
othermeans.  By  these  selfish  and  mo"^ 
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nactios — these  wild  diBtarbeni,  whose  Bohemea 
'will  involve  this  country  and  the  world  in  oon- 
foflion  and  calamity.  IIub  la  the  ohUd  of  Sta- 
tion—of  that  agitation  which  drives  our  very 
women  from  tlw  deoenoiea  and  duties  of  their 
«x. 

The  qneiticm  of  po8^<»i0mettt  tffl  Hcmday 
ma  then  daterminea  in  the  affinuadve. 


HoNDXT,  January  11. 

The  honorable  A.  Odthbxbt,  from  Georgiai 
sppeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Cain  Quarterly  Meeting  Memorial. 

After  the  reception  of  anndry  ezeoative  oom- 
mnnicationa  and  memorials, 

Mr.  BucHANAH  udd  be  was  now  abont  to 
presMxt  the  memorial  of  the  Gain  quarterly 
meetluc  of  the  religions  society  of  EVieods  in 
FennBylTania,  reqaeal^  Oongreas  to  aiio^ 
davery  and  the  usn  trade  in  the  Diatrlct  of 
Golambia.  On  this  saliject  he  bad  expressed 
hia  opinions  to  the  Senate  on  Thorsday  last, 
and  he  had  no  ^sposition  to  repeat  them  at 
present.  He  would  say,  however,  that,  on  a 
review  of  these  questions,  he  was  perfectly 
satiftfied  with  them.  All  he  shonld  now  say 
was,  that  the  memorial  which  he  was  abont  to 
present  was  perfecdy  respeotiU  in  its  language. 
Indeed,  it  could  not  possib^  be  otherwise,  con- 
sidering the  reqwetaue  Bonroe  bom  which  ft 
emanated. 

It  would  become  his  dnty  to  make  some 
motion  in  regard  to  this  memoriaL  On  Thurs- 
day last  he  had  snggeated  that,  in  his  Judgment, 
the  best  oonrse  to  pnrsae  was  to  reCetr  these 
memorials  to  a  select  committee,  or  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Colombia.  He  still 
thought  so;  bnt  he  now  found  that  insur- 
mountable obstacles  presented  themselves  to 
such  a  referencCL 

In  presMiting  this  memorial,  and  in  exerting 
himseli^  so  far  as  in  him  lay,  to  secure  for  it 
that  respectable  reception  by  die  Senate  which 
it  deserved,  he  shouia  do  bis  duty  to  the  memo- 
rialists. After  it  should  obtain  ^ia  reception, 
he  should  have  a  duty  to  perform  to  himself 
and  to  his  country.  He  was  deuly  of  opinion, 
for  the  reasons  he  had  stated  on  Thursday  last, 
that  Congress  on^t  not,  at  this  time,  to  abolish 
slavery  In  the  District  of  Columbi^  and  that  it 
was  our  duty  promptly  to  place  wis  exciting 
question  at  rest.  He  should  therefore  move 
that  the  memorial  be  read,  and  that  the  prayer 
of  the  memorialists  be  rejected. 

Mr.  PsKBTON  Bud  that  the  question  was  al- 
ready raised  by  his  oolleagae,  and  he  trusted 
ttiat  the  Senator  from  Peno^lvania  would  not 
urge  any  action  on  this  petition  until  some  dis- 
position was  made  of  the  one  presented  on 
Thursday  by  the  gwQeman  fVom  Ohio. 

The  memoriaL  ^c,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


ISnuam. 


HoNDAT,  Janoai7  18. 
The  United  State*  and  France — Meteage  fi<m 
the  PT«eident-~-jDiplomatie  Intereowee  3u»- 
pended— Buttle  DeToonttrationt, 
The  following  Message  was  reodvedfrom  the 
President  of  the  United  States : 

7b  the  SenaU  and  Eouae  of  RepreaeiUtUivee : 

GeoUemeD :  In  my  Hesaage  at  the  of 
your  sesrion  liufiwmed  you  that  oar  diaigi  dwUrea 
at  Paris  bad  been  btstmcted  to  ask  for  the  final 
determination  of  the  French  Government,  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  the  indemnificstion  setnired  by  the 
treaty  of  the  4th  of  July,  1881,  and  that  when  advioea 
of  tlie  result  should  be  received  it  would  be  made 
the  subject  of  a  Bpedal  conununicadon. 

la  execution  of  ttiis  deaign,  I  nov  tninsmit  to  yon 
the  papers  nombered  firom  one  to  thirteen,  indudve, 
conbdniDg,  among  other  things,  the  corrmKudenoe 
m  tUs  Botiect  between  oar  duusi  dUniies  and 
the  F^nuh  wniAer  Of  Foreign  Amirs,  from  which 
will  be  seen  that  France  requires,  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  execution  of  a  treaty  uncoodition- 
^y  ratified,  and  to  th6  payment  of  a  debt  acknowl- 
edged by  all  the  braudws  of  her  OoveimDcatt  to  be 
doe,  tiut  oart^  ezplanatfons  Aall  be  made,  of 
which  sbe  cBetates  the  tenns.  These  terms  ire  loefa 
as  that  Oovernmeat  has  already  been  officially  in- 
f<xmed  cannot  be  oompUed  irith;  and,  if  per^sted 
in,  they  must  bo  oon^ered  as  a  delitterate  refoaal 
on  the  part  of  France  to  fulfil  engagements  binding 

Stbe  laws  of  natiau,  and  held  sac^  by  the  whole 
ilixed  world.  The  nature  of  tl>e  act  which  France 
requires  from  this  Government  is  cteariy  set  forth  la 
the  letter  of  the  French  minister,  marked  No.  4. 
"  We  will  pay  the  money,"  says  be,  "  when  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  Is  ready,  on  its 
part,  to  dedare  to  us,  by  addressing  its  oliJin  to  us 
olBciaUy,  in  writing,  that  it  regrets  tlie  misnnder- 
standing  wideb  has  arisen  between  the  two  countries; 
that  tUa  nlsandentaDding  is  founded  on  a  mistake ; 
that  it  never  entered  into  its  intention  to  call  tn 
question  the  good  ftilb  of  Ae  IVench  Govemment, 
nor  to  take  a  menacing  attitode  towards  France ; " 
and  tie  adds,  "if  the  Qovenuoent  of  the  United 
States  does  not  give  tliis  assnrance,  we  shall  t>e 
obUged  to  think  that  this  .misunderstanding  is  not 
the  result  of  an  error."  In  the  letter  marked  No.  6, 
the  Freud)  minister  also  remarks,  "  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  fitctes  knows  that  i^khi  itsdf 
depends  henceforward  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
July  4, 1831." 

Obliged,  by  the  precise  language  thus  used  by  the 
French  ministu*,  to  view  It  as  a  peremptory  refusal  to 
execute  the  trea^,  exomt  oa  terms  ioeomrattble 
with  the  honw  and  Independence  f€  die  United 
States,  and  persuaded  that,  on  omriAning  the  cor- 
respondence now  submitted  to  you,  you  can  regard 
it  in  no  other  li^t,  It  beoomes  my  duty  to  call  your 
attention  to  such  measures  as  the  exigency  ot  the 
case  demands,  if  the  claim  of  interfering  in  the 
communications  between  the  different  bruodies  of 
our  Government  shell  be  peiristed  In.  This  preten- 
sion is  rendered  the  more  unreasonaUe  by  the  UnA 
that  the  substance  of  the  required  explanation  Im 
been  repeatedly  and  voluntarily  given,  before  it 
was  insisted  on  as  a  condition — a  ctmdition  the  more 
humiliating,  because  it  Is  demanded  as  the  equivdent 
of  a  peeimiaiy  wmriderslion.  Docs  i^anoe  denre 
only  a  deciaratioa  that  we  bad  no  fattantioB  to  obtain 
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our  rights  an  uldreaa  to  her  feare  rather  than  to 
her  justice  f  She  has  already  had  it,  frankly  and 
explicitly  given  by  our  mtniater  accredited  to  her 
Government,  his  act  raU&ed  by  me,  and  my  con- 
finnaUon  of  it  officially  commmiicated  by  him,  in  lua  < 
letter  to  the  French  Minister  of  For^gn  ASUm  d 
Ae  26th  of  April,  IfiSS,  and  repeated  by  my  pab- 
lished  approval  of  that  letter  after  the  passage  of  the 
bill  of  indnnnification.  Does  France  want  a  degrad- 
ing Berrile  rqwtition  of  this  act,  in  terms  which  she 
■hall  dictate,  and  wUch  will  invdve  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  her  assumed  right  to  interfere  in  our 
domestic  councils  f  She  will  nerer  obtain  it.  The 
Bpirit  of  the  American  people,  the  di^ty  of  the 
Le^isUtore,  and  the  firm  resolve  <tf  tbev  ezecntive 
Oovemmcnt,  forbid  it 

As  the  answer  of  the  French  mimster  to  our  diarg6 
d'afiaires  at  Paris  oontains  an  alluuon  to  a  letter 
addressed  by  him  to  the  representative  q£  France 
at  this  place,  it  now  becomes  proper  to  lay  before 
you  the  correspond^ice  had  betweoi  that  functionary 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  that  letter,  and 
to  accompany  the  same  with  snch  explanations  as 
will  enable  you  to  understand  the  course  of  the 
ExecuUve  in  r^;anl  to  it  Becurring  to  the  fais- 
totioal  fltatement  made  at  the  commenoement  d 
yoDT  seadtm,  of  the  ori^  and  progress  of  our 
difficulties  witfk  France,  it  will  be  reoottected  that, 
on  the  return  of  our  minister  to  the  Uuted  States  I 
caused  my  offldal  approval  of  the  explanations  he 
had  given  to  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  AfUrs, 
to  be  made  public  As  the  French  Qovemment  had 
noticed  the  message  witbont  Its  being  officially  oom- 
monicated,  it  was  not  doubted  that,  if  they  were 
disposed  to  pay  the  money  due  to  us,  they  would 
notice  any  public  explanation  of  the  Government 
of  tbe  United  States  In  the  same  way.  But  contrary 
to  these  well-founded  expectations,  the  French  min- 
istry did  not  take  this  fair  opportunity  to  relieve 
themselves  from  their  unfortunate  podtitm,  and  to  do 
justice  to  the  United  States. 

Whikt,  however,  the  Government  of  tbe  United 
States  was  awaiting  tbe  movemants  of  the  FnuiA. 
Goveniment,  in  perfect  confidence  that  tbe  dUBcolty 
was  at  aa  end,  tbe  Secretary  of  State  recdved  a  oaU 
ftvm  the  French  chat^i  d'affiures  in  WasUngton, 
who  de^red  to  read  to  him  a  letter  he  liad  received 
from  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  AJbin.  He 
was  asked  wfaetber  he  was  instnicted  or  directed  to 
make  any  offidal  comrnnnication,  and  replied  that 
be  was  only  authorized  to  read  the  letter,  and 
fiimiah  a  copy  if  requested.  The  substance  of  its 
contents,  it  is  presumed,  may  be  gathered  from  Nos. 
4  and  6,  herewith  transmitted.  It  was  an  attempt  to 
make  known  to  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States, 
privately,  in  what  manner  it  could  make  exidanationst 
^iparently  voluntary,  but  really  dictated  by  EVance, 
acceptable  to  her,  and  thus  obtain  payment  of  Uie 
twenty-five  millions  of  francs.  No  exception  was 
taken  to  this  mode  of  communication,  whidi  is  often 
used  to  prepare  the  way  for  official  intercourse,  but 
the  sugj^eations  made  in  it  were,  in  their  substance, 
wholly  madnusffible.  Not  being  in  the  shape  of  an 
offidal  commuoicaUon  to  this  GoTemment,  it  did 
not  admit  oC  reidy  or  official  notice,  nor  ooold  it 
safely  be  made  the  basis  of  any  actioa  by  the  Execu- 
tive or  the  Legislature ;  and  the  Secretory  of  State 
did  not  think  proper  to  ask  a  copy,  because  lie  could 
have  no  use  for  It  Oofues  of  pliers,  matked  Noi. 
S,  10,  Qnd  11,  diow  an  attempt  on  the  part  at  the 


French  chaigi  d'afUres,  waaj  we^a  mherwKi, 
to  place  a  eajff  of  this  pwer  moag  tbe  ardHdi 
this  OoTeminent,  vrtuch,  for  obvioa*  reaaowi,  sec 
allowed  to  be  done;  bat  the  MBanaae  befiB«^i*e 
was  repeated,  that  ai^  official  ecHmiiaiiia^on  vkK 
be  mi^t  be  withofiied  to  make  in  tbe  Mxaeum  . 
form  would  recdve  prompt  and  joai  oanndm:^^ 
The  indiscretion  of  this  attempt  was  made  a.^ 
manifeet  by  tbe  Bobeeqaeot  avowal  of  the  Tm^ 
charg6  d'a&irae,  that  the  object  was  to  facing  ^■ 
letter  before  Congress  and  the  Ameriom  peofUc  k 
foreign  agents,  on  a  subject  of  diaagreeoient  bexwwi 
their  Govenmient  and  (his,  widt  to  jjrefer  an  tffn. 
to  tbe  American  people,  they  will  hexca&er.  h  h 
hoped,  better  ^preciate  th^  own  r^ita,  k-i. 
req>ect  due  to  othen,  than  to  mtbempt  to  asr 
Executive  as  the  passive  (»gan  of  tbnr  co^aastO' 
tions.  It  is  due  to  the  diaiBCter  ovr  infiii'ir*^ 
that  the  £pl(Hnatio  intwoouree  of  tUa  GevenBo: 
sboold  be  condocted  with  the  utmost  ^ndmmui 
etmphdty,  and  that  in  all  caace  of  impottMwe.  ^ 
oommnoications  recrived  or  made  hj  tbe  Exeraa^ 
should  assume  the  accustomed  official  fbnn.  k  e 
only  by  innating  on  this  form  that  Ibragn  pawnsca 
be  held  to  full  re^xmabilUy ;  that  their  commsio 
tions  can  be  offidalty  rcfiicd  to  ;  or  that  the  adn-t 
or  intnCmneeof  tbeli^ifllabure  on,  with  pn^rir? 
be  invited  by  the  FfeddenL  ThiaooaxBe  isabefcnc 
calculated,  on  tbe  one  band,  to  ^oeld  that  a&i' 
from  unjust  suntidons ;  and,  on  the  otho-,  to  sdt^ 
this  portion  of  his  acts  to  public  acmtiny,  aad.  r 
oocasion  shall  require  it,  to  oCHietitutioaial  aai3«:- 
rerdon.  It  was  the  more  neccaeary  to  adtenrr 
these  princi[de8  in  tbe  bstanoe  in  qoeatioii,  in— I'i 
as,  in  addition  to  other  important  inta«ets,  h  n-f 
intimately  concerned  the  national  hcmor ;  a  miOK 
in  my  judgment,  much  too  sacred  to  be  ande  a 
sulyect  of  private  and  unofficial  ne^tiation. 

It  will  be  percdved  that  this  letter  of  tbe  Fid 
Mhiister  of  Foreign  Afbirs  was  read  to  the  Semtsj 
of  State  on  the  11th  of  Sqitember  lasc  Thi«  «a 
tbe  fliBt  onthmtic  indioatimi  of  the  tpecSBe  nev«  J 
tbe  French  GovenuDent  received  by  tbe  Goi  umnnt 
of  the  United  States  after  the  paesi^  of  the  Id! 
indemnification.  Inasmuch  as  the  letter  bad  ben 
written  before  tbe  official  notice  of  my  approvil  d 
Mr.  UvingstonV  last  exfdanation  and  remoa^nan 
could  have  reached  Paris,  just  mood  of  bo|M  w 
left,  as  has  been  before  stated,  that  the  Wamk 
Oovemment,  on  recaving  that  infinnaliaA  k  tit 
same  manner  the  allied  oifendin^  measage  tai 
reached  them,  would  deeiat  from  their  oxtraw&a; 
demand,  and  pay  the  money  at  once.  To  pn 
them  an  (q)portunity  to  do  so,  and,  at  all  cv«it&  k> 
elicit  thar  final  determinjOion,  and  the  ground  ttie; 
intended  to  ooeapjt  tbe  inatraetiona  were  pwem  m 
our  diai^  d^afbaee  wfaidi  were  adverted  to  at  da 
commencement  of  (he  present  session  of  Cbngim 
The  rendt,  as  you  have  seen,  is  a  donand  cf  n 
official  written  expression  of  regrets,  and  a  dinct 
explanation  addressed  to  France,  witb  a  dgtaul 
intimiUion  that  this  is  a  mm  qm  non. 

Mr.  Barton  having,  in  pursuance  of  his  inrtiw- 
tions,  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  the  thmfi 
d^afiUrea  of  nanoe  having  been  recalled,  all  dffe- 
matic  Intercourse  between  the  two  coantriea  ts  sw- 
pended— asta(e  of  things  originating  in  an  moeam- 
able  susceptibility  on  the  part  of  tbe  Frencb  Goveni- 
ment, and  rendoed  neoessaiy  on  onr  part  by  thcw 
leftiad  to  poform  6i0^;etaenta  coDt^aed  in  t  tKit)^ 
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from  the  fidtbftil  performance  of  irtiich  us  they 
are  to  ttds  day  ei^OTiiig  nii^  importut  oommerdid 
adTuttagea 

It  ia  time  that  this  im equal  portion  of  aflUra 
should  cease,  and  that  l^alative  action  du>uld 
be  brangbt  to  nutain  tteeative  ezertlixi  fn  mch 
meaanres  as  the  oaae  requires.  While  Franoe  persists 
in  bw  reftiaal  to  comply  with  the  tenna  of  a  treatj^ 
the  object  of  wluoh  waa,  1^  remofing  all  causes  of 
mutual  complaint,  to  renew  andlent  feelings  of 
friendship,  and  to  unite  the  two  nations  in  the  bonds 
of  amity,  and  of  a  mutually  beneficial  commerce,  she 
cannot  jusUy  complain  if  we  adopt  such  peaceful 
remedies  as  the  law  of  nations  and  the  drcumstances 
of  the  case  may  authorise  and  demand.  Of  the 
nature  of  these  remedies  I  hare  heretofore  had 
oocaiion  to  speak;  and,  in  reference  to  a  particular 
contingency,  to  express  my  conviction  that  reprisals 
would  be  best  adapted  to  the  emergency  then  con- 
templated. Since  that  period,  Franoe,  by  all  the 
departments  of  her  Goremment,  has  a<^nowle(%ed 
the  TalitUty  of  our  daims  and  the  obligations  of  tha 
treaty,  and  has  appropriated  the  moneys  which  are 
neoessaqr  to  its  execution;  and  though  payment  is 
withhdd  on  grounds  vitally  Important  to  our  exist- 
ence as  an  independent  nation,  it  Is  not  to  be  believed 
that  she  can  have  determined  permanentiy  to  retain 
a  poffition  BO  utteriy  Indefensible,  la  the  altered 
state  of  the  qneatlonB  in  controveniy,  and  under  all 
exlsthw  drcumetonoes,  It  appears  to  me  that,  until 
such  a  determination  aludi  have  become  evident,  it  will 
be  proper  and  aofSdent  to  retaliate  her  present 
refusal  to  comply  with  her  engagements  by  prohibit- 
ing the  introduction  of  French  products  and  the 
entry  of  French  veasela  into  onr  ports.  Between 
thia  and  the  interdiction  of  all  commercial  Inters 
cooise,  or  other  remedies,  you,  as  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  must  drtenntne.  I  reoommend  the 
former,  In  the  presrat  posture  of  our  afbirs,  as 
bdng  the  least  injurious  to  onr  commerce,  and  as 
attended  with  the  least  difficulty  of  returning  to  the 
usual  state  of  friendly  intercourse,  if  the  Qovemmeot 
of  France  shall  render  us  the  justice  that  is  due ; 
and  also  as  a  proper  preliminary  step  to  stronger 
measures,  should  Aeb  adoption  be  rendered  naces- 
aary  by  subsequent  eveota. 

Tbe  return  of  our  titMigi  d'afblres  Is  attended 
with  pnbl^  notices  of  naval  preparations  on  the  part 
of  France,  destined  for  onr  seas.  Of  the  cause  and 
intent  of  these  armaments  I  have  no  authentic  infor- 
mation, nor  any  other  means  of  Judging,  except 
such  as  are  common  to  yonnelves  and  to  the  public; 
hot  whatever  may  be  their  ot^ect,  we.  are  not  at 
liber^  to  regard  them  as  unconnected  with  the 
measoree  wl^  hostile  movements  on  the  part  of 
Franoe  may  compel  as  to  pursue.  They  at  least 
deserve  to  be  met  by  adequate  preparations  on  our 
part,  and  I  therefore  stronj^y  urge  large  and  speedy 
appropriations  for  the  increase  <«  the  naTj,  and  tin 
completion  of  our  coast  defences. 

If  this  amy  of  militaiy  ftmse  be  really  defined 
to  affect  the  action  of  the  Oovonment  ana  peo[Me  of 
the  United  Stetes  on  the  questions  now  pending 
between  the  two  nations,  then  indeed  would  it  be 
dishonorable  to  pause  a  mtunent  on  the  alternative 
which  such  a  state  cfthlngs  would  present  to  us.  Come 
what  may,  the  explanation  whidi  France  demands 
osn  nerer  be  aocorded;  and  no  aimament,  however 
powerftil  and  impoehig,  at  a  distance,  or  on  our 
coast,  will,  I  trust,  deter  na  from  discharging  the 


[Smum 

high  duties  wtdch  we  owe  to  our  constituents,  to  our 
nraonal  character,  and  to  the  world. 

The  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  dose  of  the 
last  aesfdon  of  Congress,  cnanimonsly  resolved  that 
the  treaty  of  tiie  (tf  July,  1881,  shoukl  be  mam- 
tafaied,  md  Its  ezecntim  inristed  on  1^  the  United 
States.  It  Is  dne  to  the  wellkre  of  the  human  race, 
not  leas  than  to  our  own  interests  and  honor,  that 
this  resolution  should,  at  all  hazards,  be  adhered  to. 
If;  after  so  signal  an  example  as  that  given  by  the 
American  people  during  their  long-protracted  diffi- 
culties with  France,  of  forbearance  under  accumulated 
wrongs,  and  of  generous  confidence  in  her  ultimate 
return  to  justice,  she  shall  now  be  permitted  to  with- 
hidd  fVom  us  tiie  tai^  and  imperfect  indenmlficatlMi 
whidi,  after  years  of  romonatrance  and  discuHrion,  had 
at  length  been  solemnly  agreed  on  by  the  treaty  of 
1881,  and  to  set  at  nought  the  obligation  it  imposes, 
the  United  States  will  not  be  the  only  sufferers.  The 
efforts  of  humanity  and  religion  to  substitute  the 

rials  of  justice  and  the  arbitrament  of  reason  for 
coercive  measures  usually  resorted  to  by  iqjured 
nations  irill  recdve  little  encouragement  flrom  such 
an  issue.  By  the  selection  and  embrcement  of  such 
lawful  and  expedient  measures  as  may  be  necessary 
to  prevent  a  result  so  injurious  to  ourselves,  and  so 
fiUal  to  the  hopes  of  the  philanthroptat,  we  shall 
therefore  not  only  preserve  the  pecuniary  interests 
of  onr  eitisens,  the  Independence  m  our  Government, 
and  the  honor  of  ourcounti7,hut  domndi,,it  may  be 
hoped,  to  Tin^cate  the  faiu  of  treaties^  mi  to  pro- 
mote the  general  IntereetB  of  peace,  dvdlsation,  and 
improvement. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WiMBivaias,  Janvary  15,  1836. 

The  Uessage  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Clat  moved  that  the  Message,  vith  the 
accompanying  docaments,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  R^ations. 

The  Message  and  docaments  were  read,  aad 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
as  moved  by  l£x.  Out. 


Tdesdat,  January  19. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  oonnderationitf 
the  qnestioQ  on  the  petition^  from  sundry  dti- 
zeoB  of  Ohio,  to  abdlah  slavery  in  the  DiBtrict 
of  Columbia ;  the  qnestion  bung,  "  Kiall  the 
petition  be  received  ? " 

Mr.  Lbiqh  stated  the  precise  qnestion  before 
the  Senate  to  be,  whether  we  onght  to  receive 
these  Ohio  memorials?  This  question,  he 
thought,  did  not  necessarily  involve  the  question 
whi(^  had  arisen  in  the  debate,  whether  Con- 
gress has  the  conatitntional  power  to  abolish 
uavery  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia.  For,  sud 
he,  supposing  Congress  to  have  the  power,  yet, 
as  we  have  been  assnred  on  all  hands  that  there 
is  no  difference  of  opinion  on  the  question  of 
policy — that  it  is  the  opiiUini  cS  the  great  mar 
ority  of  the  Senate,  that  indeed  it  is  the  vnan- 
moos  opinion  of  this  body,  that  it  would  be 
most  impolitic,  unwise,  and  unjust,  to  do  what 
these  petitioners  pnty  Congress  to  do^  I  cannot 
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comprehend  how  good  poUcy,  sound  wisdom, 
or  justice,  can  require  or  even  permit  m  to  en- 
tertaiu  these  petitions.  Can  it  be  thought 
politic,  wise,  or  just,  to  receive  petitions  of 
which  the  olyec^  are  acknowledged  to  be 
nuschievoas  ?  The  qneeliou  whether  thej  shall 
be  reeeired  is  a  preliminary  question  which 
ererr  Senator  has  a  right  to  have  pnt  and  de- 
aided  npon  every  paper  offered  to  this  body, 
and  the  very  purpose  of  it  is  to  enable  us  to  re- 
fuse a  heariiw  to  propositions  of  a  miscbieTouB 
tendency.  Iliere  is  nothing  unusual  in  the 
motifHt  of  the  gentleman  from  8outh  Oarolina 
that  these  memorials  shall  not  be  reeeived. 
fihort  as  has  been  my  service  in  the  Senate,  I 
have  known  icstanoes  in  which  it  has  been  re- 
solved, npon  the  preliminary  question  put,  that 
memorials  should  not  be  received,  on  the  grotmd 
that  they  contained  language  disrespeouul  and 
oalumniouB  of  the  Senate,  or  of  particular  mem- 
bers, though  they  related  to  subjects  in  which 
the  petitioners  were  interested  in  common  with 
the  whole  nation.  Now.  that  seems  to  me  tiie 
most  trivial  ol^ection  umaginabiek  compared 
with  the  objection  which  we  make  to  these 
memorials,  and  the  tmt^  and  Jostioe  of  which, 
in  p(^t  of  fact  and  probable  consequence,  have 
not  been  deided — that  they  are  calculated,  if 
they  are  not  intended,  to  disquiet  the  minds 
and  disturb  the  peace  of  one-half  the  Union, 
and  to  produce  or  keep  alive  an  a^tatlon 
throughout  the  whole,  which  has  a  manifest 
tendency  to  weaken  the  political  bonds  by 
which  we  are  united,  uid  to  Jeopard  all  our 
institutions. 

Gentlemen  who  are  unwilling  to  vote  against 
receiving  these  petiticmBare  wuling,  as  I  under- 
stand, to  vote  to  reject  them  as  soon  as  fbey 
shall  be  received.  The  difference  between  not 
receiving  and  rejecting,  in  principle  and  effect, 
is,  I  suppose,  no  more  wan  this — thatrcgecting, 
as  it  a^nits  the  right  of  the  petitioners  to  be 
heard,  and  only  dedores  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titions unreasonable,  may  nowise  tend  to  ais- 
oourage  the  renewal  of  such  petitions,  but  may, 
on  the  contrary,  suggest  and  invite  a  renewfd 
of  them  in  future  and  more  propitious  times ; 
whereas  a  decisive  vote  of  the  Senate  against  the 
reoeiving  of  them,  as  it  amounts  to  a  denied  of 
the  right  of  the  petitioners  to  be  heard  at  all, 
may  and  ought  to  have  the  eflbct  disoonrag- 
ing  and  preventing  the  renewid  of  petitions  of 
the  like  misohievoos  kind  in  fiitare ;  whether 
it  will  or  not,  is  another  oondderati(m.  Sup- 
posing it  expedient  and  prudent  not  to  receive 
these  petitions,  (having  regard  to  ^e  probable 
effects,)  is  there  any  objection,  in  principle,  to 
this  course  f  Is  there  any  principle  that  obli{;w 
tis  to  receive  petitions,  without  regard  to  their 
merits  or  purposes,  and  without  consideration 
of  consequences }  The  first  amendment  to  the 
oonstitotion  has  been  referred  to,  which  pro- 
vides that  Congress  shall  make  no  law  abridg- 
ing the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assem- 
ble and  petition  the  Government  for  a  rednaa 
of  grieranoes.  But  the  rig^t  here  seenred  to 


the  people,  to  petiticu  for  a  redna  of  ^m- 
iao^  must  have  relation  to  gtievmceiQ'  ^ 
petitioners  themselves,  not  those  <^  othas;  ik 
tiie  refusal  of  Congreaa  to  rec«T«niijiL<Qr' 
chievons,  or  absurd  petitions  can  lurSt.-i 
any  violmoe  of  constmetion,  be  npririi 
tantamount  to  the  making  of  a  hv  alnfe: 
the  ri^it  of  the  people  to  petitini  foraitd^ 
of  grievanoesi.  Li  the  preerat  case,  the  piF? 
for  TedrasB  ot  grievances  is,  moat  pi^r 
cmly  a]vetext,  a  flimsy  pretext,  and  a  muctcr 
— a  pretext  to  jnstify  the  petitioDenincr: 
dling  in  afiliirs  m  wbioh  they  thcmsdrei  k 
be  no  way,  or  only  very  remotelj,  oobcokC 
to  the  jeq|>ardy  of  the  ri^ts,  tiie  iBtertg&t^ 
peace  and  happiness,  <^alargepntioD<if!k 
lellow-citizenB — a  pretext  for  oompluiDijJ 
evils  which,  if  they  exist,  can  haitlj,  ^  ci 
poeoibility,  reach  than — a  pretext  to  jo^::: 
petitioners,  while  they  are  ofjt  at  Qnnisiii 
danger  themselves,  in  distoriHngtbelJiu|:S!j 
of  t£e  two  Stfites  soironndingtiiis  DistnlBl 
by  ctnosequenoe,  the  whole  Bouthen  mff.. 
Redress  (agrie^oes  I  I  defy  the  wit  (^k 
to  p<^t  out  any  grievance  which  tbef^  v- 
petitioners  can  sustain  firom  the  essbca : 
negro  slavery  in  this  Distiicti  ffeatertimii 
which  the  female  memorlatists  have  disdcnvi 
and  gravely  represented  to  us,  nimelr.  ^ 
they  are  prevented,  hj  the  dresd  of  witDisa 
the  horrors  of  slavery,  from  craiii^  to 
ingtonto  hear  the  debates  in  Gongns! 
this  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  itaipfe*- 
that  the  right  of  petition  imposed  the  i^'- 
Congress  to  receive  petitions  admnrlf^^ 
improper  and  mischievous,  no  msttff 
imwoper  and  mischievous. 

The  District  was  ceded,  not  to  Qnl^ 
States,  but  to  Congress,  wluoh  cao  du^c 
rights  of  Bovoeignty,  whatever  the  tir^- 
Statesmay:  itwa8oededbytheordiiui?I<^ 
latures  of  Maryland  and  Yn^iaia,  «hich  ti^ 
pretended  to  sovereign^,  we  Iebot  th* 
sovereignty  of  each  State  resides  ic  the 
The  principle,  agreed  on  both  handi  p» 
which  we  are  arguing,  is,  that  Ooii^re»  p'^' 
ercising  excluave  legislation  ovwthetaiiw! 
property,  and  people  of  this  District,  ire «" 

C'  nt  to  do  whatever  the  L^l>tite  « 
yland  and  Vtr^cnia  are  competent  tt*c 
respect  to  the  territory,  propatft  '"^Jf^ 
of  those  States,  re^ectivdy;  aDd(lw-^ 
insist)no  more.  [Qierefore, in  older ta ^< 
tjiat  Oongnss  has  ooastitntiaisl  poR^  ■' 
abolish  the  rights  of  slave  pnnertr  *ffj^ 
trict,  it  must  first  be  shown  that 
tures  of  those  two  States  have,  tnilm''" 
time  of  their  cession,  ocm^tatioaal  foie^ 
abolish  the  rights  of  slave  property  TnUusw" 
limits. 

There  has  been  in  Vir^nia  as  eani«t »  *^ 
to  abolish  slavery  as  exists  aayrhw*. «  . 
day.  It  commenced  wiUi  the  Eevolntwo. 
many  of  our  ablest  and  most  "'^''."'■rX 
were  active  in  recommending  it,  and  "Jrl^ 
plans  for  the  aocomptishmeDt  of  it 
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latnre  encouraged  and  ftoilitated  emancipation 
hy  the  owners,  and  many  Blavee  were  bo  eman- 
cipated. The  leaning  of  the  oonrto  of  Jastioe 
was  always  in  /avorem  libertatia.  This  dispo- 
aition  continned  nntil  the  impracticabiiity  of 
effeeting  a  general  emancipation,  without  in- 
oalcultUe  mliefaief  to  the  master  race,  and 
danger  of  ntter  destmctioii  to  the  other,  and 
tbe  evils  entseqaent  on  partial  emanoipations, 
became  too  obviona  to  the  Leffialatnre,  and  to 
the  great  majority  of  tiie  peo^e,  to  be  longer 
disregarded.  There  were  some  who  very  early 
-wrote  and  published  plans  for  accomplidiing  a 
general  emancipation  —  couenderate,  prudent 
men,  nnderrtanding  the  snbjeot,  and  too  wise 
to  oTM>look  or  dwregard  the  political  consider- 
ations that  b^onged  to  it.  Mr.  'Jefferson  sug- 
gested a  scheme ;  and  the  gentleman  nnder 
whose  care  and  direction  my  mind  was  insti- 
tnted  in  the  science  of  the  law — I  mean  the 
elder  Judge  Tnoker— proposed  another  plan  for 
the  purpose,  and  published  a  traqt  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  h«  bew  so  long  rinoe  I  read  these 
works,  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  an  aocnrate 
recollection  of  them ;  but  I  think  the  antiiors 
were  diiefly  intent  on  devising  a  feasible  plan, 
acd  did  not  bestow  much  attention  to  the  ques- 
tion by  what  authority  such  a  plan,  if  practica- 
ble in  itself  and  expedient,  was  to  be  accom- 
plished ;  which  is  our  question. 

I  can  venture  to  say  that  the  great  body  of 
the  jurists  of  Vii^inia,  as  well  as  of  the  people, 
have  always  denied,  and  do  yet  deny,  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  the  ordinary  Le^slatnre  to 
abolish  the  rights  of  slave  property  without  the 
eoiuent  of  the  individual  owners.  I  do  not 
know  what  (pinion  has  been  entertained  in 
Haiyland.  I  aalj  know  that  the  same  reason- 
ing is  equally  ^plieableto  title  legal  institadona 
of  both  States. 

I  presume  it  can  hardly  be  imagbed  that 
Congress  can  have  derived  from  the  acts  of  ces- 
sion of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  that  is,  by  vir- 
tue of  those  acts  alone,  uiy  other  or  greater 
powers  of  legislation  over  the  IHstrict  than 
those  Legislatures  themselves  had  at  the  time 
of  the  cession ;  in  other  words,  that  the  grantee 
has  acquired,  by  the  grant,  more  power  than 
the  grantors  had  to  cede. 

If  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  giving  power  to  Congress  "  to 
exerdae  exclndve  legieJation,  in  all  cases  what- 
soever, over  Boch  Hwriot  as  m^y,  by  tiie  oes- 
riott  of  particular  States,  and  acceptance  of  Con- 
gr^,  become  the  beat  of  Govenmient  of  the 
United  States,"  is  to  betaken  as  the  only  source 
and  the  only  measure  of  the  power  of  Congress ; 
if  this  provinon  is  to  be  construed  as  conferring 
on  Congress  absolute,  sovereign,  despotic  au- 
thority over  the  people  of  the  District,  and 
their  private  rif^ts  of  property,  unlimited  by 
the  just  measure  of  authority  that  belonged  to 
tbe  State  Legislatures  by  which  the  territory 
was  ceded~uDlimited  by  any  conMderation  of 
the  nature,  purposes,  and  exigencies,  of  the 
tmrt  tor  which  the  poww  of  endosiTe  legiala- 


:  tion  was  g^ven,  then  it  will  follow  that  Con- 
gress may,  in  its  wisdom,  or  in  its  folly,  abolish 
property  in  lands  as  well  as  in  slaves;  may 
enact  an  agrarian  law ;  nay,  more,  may  aboli^ 
the  principle  of  property  entirely,  and  establish 
a  community  of  goods.  Now,  certainly,  I  do 
not  apprehend  any  rach  absurd  and  mischiev- 
ous legislation ;  but  ft  is  fiir,  it  is  even  necea- 
sary,  to  pursue  this  claim  of  power  to  its  oon- 
sequences,  in  order  to  test  its  justice.  The 
truth  iSj  sir,  that  a  grant  of  power  of  "  exdn- 
sive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,"  over  a 
territory  and  the  pei^le  in  it,  does  not,  in  the 
just  sense  of  that  language,  aa  used  by  Ameri- 
can law-givers,  import  a  grant  of  absolute,  des- 
potso,  sovereign  authority,  or  of  any  authority, 
at  aU  to  assume,  abolish  or  impair,  private 
rights  of  pnmerty.  It  Imports  a  grant  of  the 
power  of  ordinary  legislation.  The  proper  as 
aa  ordinary  business  of  I^tdation  is  to 
regulate  and  secure  the  rights  of  pTopertjf 
never  to  annihilate  them. 

But,  indepMidently  (tf  tiila  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, Mr.  L.  said,  there  were  other  ohjections 
to  the  competency  of  C<Higress  to  exercise  tiie 
power  in  question,  which  seemed  to  him  insu- 

Erable  and  conclusive.  What,  he  asked,  would 
^e  effiBct  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this 
District  f  and  what  was,  and  must  be,  the  only 
object  of  such  a  measure  ?  To  the  consequences, 
he  supposed,  no  man  would  affect  to  be  blind ; 
a  large  body  of  free  negroes  would  at  once  be 
established  in  the  midst  of  two  of  the  principal 
slaveholding  States;  the  District  would  be- 
come the  receptacle  in  whioh  other  populations 
of  the  same  class  would  soon  be  congregated : 
and  these  people,  from  their  poritioo,  would 
necessarily  have  mportonities  of  duly  inter- 
course with  the  slaves  of  the  two  a^oining 
States,  of  holding  out  to  them  every  motive  to 
revolt,  inciting  them  to  continual  and  dangor- 
OUB  insnrreotions,  and  supplying  them  with  the 
means  of  waging  a  servile  war  against  us.  And 
as  to  the  object  and  design  of  uie  abolitionists 
in  ni^ng  this  measure,  it  could  not  be  disguised 
that  abolition  in  this  District  was  not  sought  aa 
an  end,  but  as  the  means  of  success  in  other  and 
far  greater  enterprises ;  that  their  purpose  was 
to  ^n  a  point,  and  a  most  commanding  point 
too,  from  which  they  might  prosecute  their 
schemes  of  abolition,  first  in  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  theuj  in  regular  process,  in  all  tiie 
other  slaveholdmg  States, 

It  was,  doubtless,  the  conviction  that  these 
mischievous  designs  were  entertained,  and  a 
sense  of  the  dangerous  consequences  that  would 
probably,  if  not  unavoidably,  ensue  from  the 
aceomplishment  of  the  immediate  object,  whidi 
produced  so  general  an  opinion  in  the  Senate 
that  it  would  be  im|>olitio,  unwise,  and  unjust, 
to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District.  But  tbe 
same  considerations,  Mr.  L.  thought,  must  lead 
us  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  nnoonstitutton- 
al  also ;  contrary  to  the  spirit,  if  not  to  the 
letter,  of  the  constitution.  He  had  always  sup- 
posed that,  in  caving  power  to  m11  out  the 


Slaveiy  inOtDubrietitfCobiuiSa. 


Digitized  by 


716 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THB 


Skxatb.] 

militia  to  sappress  insurrections,  the  oonstita- 
tion  made  it  the  duty  of  this  GoTemment  to 
exert  the  power  for  the  Buppreasion  of  servile 
insnrrections  in  any  of  the  States  ;*  and  be  asked 
whether  it  coald  pcosibly  be  muntained  that 
OoDgresB  oonld  constitntioiiaUj  BiSxipt  anr 
meaaiire,  of  which  the  nuuUfeet  and  acknowl- 
tendency,  if  not  the  certain  effect,  waa 
to  indte  thoee  verj  servile  inanrrectiona  which 
the  Government  waa  under  a  oonadtntional  ob- 
ligation to  rappresa  V  If  we  could  not  loolc  for 
a  limitation  on  the  powers  vested  in  a  Govern- 
ment in  the  ohligetiona  imposed  npon  it,  where 
could  sQch  limitations  be  fonndl  Again,  it 
was  admitted,  and  had  aiways  been  admitted, 
that  Congress  had  no  power  to  abolish  or  tonch 
slave  property  in  any  of  the  Btates.  Bnt  here 
was  a  meosnre  proposed  to  ns  for  adoption, 
which  did  not,  indeed,  direoUy  abdiah  davery 
in  any  of  fhe  Statea,  bnt  which  woa,  nevertbe* 
less,  the  most  efficient  measure  that  ooald^posai- 
bly  be  devised  to  bring  abont,  and  in  »et  to 
compel,  general  abolition  in  the  slaveholding 
Btates — a  measure  which,  for  that  reason,  the 
advocates  of  universal  aboHtloa  most  ardently 
desired,  as  the  means  of  accomplishing  their 
avowed  purpose.  And  the  question  was, 
whether  it  was  within  the  competency  of  Con- 
gress to  adont  such  a  measure  1  whether,  while 
It  acknowleaged  that  it  could  not,  without  vio- 
lating  its  constitutional  duty  to  the  slavehold- 
ing States,  accomplish  the  end,  it  mi^ht  yet  au- 
thorize and  provide  the  most  efficacious  means 
of  ultimately  aocomplidiing  itt  Mr.  L.  said  it 
was  a  principle  of  oU  ethics — ^it  waa  a  principle 
especidly  applicable  and  vahiable  in  the  admin- 
istration of  all  Governments  of  limited  powers 
— that  that  which  oannot  be  lawftilly  accom- 
plished by  direct  means,  cannot  rightfully  be 
attempted  by  any  manner  of  indirectioD. 
Ur.  CALSomr  rose  to  make  some  remark  on 


*  The  da^  of  ConpflM  to  mppnm  mttUa  ItuameUons 
U  not  founded  oa  th«  ^D«ni  danse  In  the  flnt  irtlde  of  the 
ooBiUtDtloii,  vhleh  giret  Oongnaa  pover  "to  providt  Jbr 
doWiv  >rA  04  fieiWto  to  emeirf*  M«  lotM  <r  M«  ETiriM,  lo 
wiftpWNiinwrrwtfwwawdr^ixHwwMtoiw,-"  bntontlM 
ivaolal  elufa  In  Uio  flMirth  wIMs,  wUeh  makei  fttlw  dntr 
of  OoDfTMi,  OB  an  appHflttkn  tma  the  LegtiUture  of  mj 
Btet^  or  from  the  Qovemor  vhea  the  LqlaUture  eeiinot 
be  ooaTened,  "to  proUet  tuAStaUaffobatdontftievio- 
Une*."  (Art.  i,  Sto,  i.)  A  bUto  tuometlm  being  e^nst 
the  laws  of  »  StaU,  and  being  of  dometUo  or  home  eouoern, 
the  ounetltatluk  doea  not  allow  Qie  Federal  Oovernment  to 
iBtnfiri  In  It  azoept  i^oa  the  ^^ication  of  ttw  State  an- 
fhorltlea;  irhllo  Innnrsetlona  agalaat  the  lam  and  anthori- 
ttaa  of  the  OMm»  would  be  lappreMed  b7  OongiMa  on  Ita 
own  view  of  the  evU,  Bst  the  reecoaing  of  Ur.  Leigh  wai 
light,  thongh  he  dedneed  the  dnty  of  Congreai  from  a 
wtong  iouroe ;  and  that  reaaonlng  becomea  atronger  bj  ro- 
fsTTlDg  the  AutT  to  the  tnto  toaroe,  and  more  oonslatent 
with  Stote  lighta,  and  the  delloacf  of  the  qnaatlon,  and  the 
ezdiutre  domiaku  <rf  the  State  over  Ita  alare  propertj. 
OoDgreaa  la  bound  to  protect  the  State  agalnat  "dameftfo 
«lelMMi^"(t  a, Have  laaoneetliHO  190B  Ita  roqneat;  and, 
tbenAm,  li  boond  not  to  pnmiote,  w  baeome  an  Inatrament 
Id  pcomoting  what  tt  Is  bound  to  aiWPfMa 
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the  particular  petition  then  before  the  Senate, 
which  had  been  selected  from  the  others,  to  in- 
duce a  part  of  the  Southern  delegation  to  con- 
sent to  receiving  tt  It  waa  certainly,  he  ad- 
mitted, less  olyectionable  in  its  langoage  than 
the  peUtion  oomlng  from  the  ladies  of  the  sazse 
State.  This  memorial,  however,  contained  lan- 
gua^  highly  reprehenfflble.  It  spoke  ot  **  bal- 
ing m  hnman  fleslL"  Will  onr  fHends  of  the 
South,  said  Mr.  0.,  agree  that  they  keep  sham- 
bles, and  deal  in  human  flesh  t  And  this  peti- 
tion was  selected  from  the  others,  and  pushed 
forward,  in  order  to  obtain  the  TOtes  of  gentle- 
men from  the  Boath.    There  waa  another 

fhrase  in  the  petititm  to  which  he  objected, 
t  speaks  of  ns,  said  Mr.  C,  as  piratea.  Strange 
langoage  I  Piracy  and  butchery  !  We  most 
not  permit  those  we  represent  to  be  thos  in- 
aolted  on  that  floor.  He  stood  pr^sred,  wlten- 
ever  petitions  like  this  were  presented,  to  call 
for  their  reacUng,  and  to  demand  that  they  be 
not  received.  His  object  was  to  prevent  a 
dangerous  agiUtion,  which  threatened  to  burst 
asonder  the  bond  of  this  Union.  The  only 
qnestion  was,  how  waa  agitation  to  be  avoided. 
He  held  that  receiving  these  petitions  enoocr- 
aged  agitation,  the  most  effec^ial  mode  to  de- 
stroy the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Unitxi. 

'ilr.  Wrioht  said  he  considered  it  to  be  las 
duty  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  very  few  re- 
marks l}efore  the  pending  question  was  pn^ 
He  did  so  with  extreme  relactanoe,  arising  from 
the  deepest  conviction  that  this  whole  sabject 
had  better  not  have  been  debated  at  all ;  that 
these  petitions  had  bettw  have  been  suffered  tu 
take  their  usual  course,  the  course  they  had 
taken  every  year  when  he  had  hwa  a  member  of 
either  House  of  Congress ;  the  course  erf"  other 
petitions ;  of  being  permitted  to  be  read  at  thts 
Clerk's  table,  and  referred  to  the  appn^riate 
committee.  His  reluctance  was  greatly,  and 
perhaps  he  mij^t  say  principally,  increased  by 
the  consciousness  that  the  whole  subject  was 
snrronnded  with  difficulties ;  that  it  was  ei ci- 
table in  every  aspect ;  that  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  Union  were  liable  to  different  af- 
feotions  from  the  expression  (tf  the  same  senti- 
mmt;  and  that  some  nnmeasnred  phnue,  or 
some  ImpmdeDt  remark,  might  fall  from  him, 
which,  unintentionally  <m  his  part,  might  in- 
crease, rather  than  allay  ez<»tement)  in  the  oaa 
portion  or  the  other  of  the  country. 

Keither  was  he  to  debate  the  question  of 
slavery  in  the  sovereign  States  of  this  nni<Ht. 
The  sacred  and  invaluable  compact  which  con- 
stitutes us  one  people,  had  not  given  to  Con- 
gress the  iurisdiction  over  that  queation.  It 
was  left  solely  and  exclusively  to  uioee  States, 
and,  in  his  humble  jadgment,  it  ought  never  to 
be  debated  here  in  any  manner  whatever. 

He  would  go  farther,  and  say  that  he  did  not 
porpose  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  discusaon 
upon  the  propriety  of  any  aotioB  on  the  part  of 
Congress  in  reference  to  the  abolitioa  of  sla- 
very in  the  District  of  Golnmbia,  in  regard 
to  the  omBtitotional  power  of  Oongresa  over 
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that  sabjeot  He  had  listened  with  pleasore 
and  profit  to  the  able  argnment  of  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Lsian,)  apon 
the  powers  of  Congress,  and  had  mariced  his 
coQcessions  of  power  equal  to  that  possessed  by 
the  Legi^tores  of  the  respective  States  of 
Maryland  and  Yirgiuia  over  the  same  enlyect 
within  those  States.  He  had  not  studied  the 
queation  himself;  heeanse  he  was  able  to  mark 
oat  his  own  course,  with  perfect  Bafisfaoti<Hi  to 
his  own  mind,  withoat  examining  tither  the 
ooQstitational  powers  of  Oongress,  or  the 
powers  of  those  State  Legislatures.  He  was 
ready  to  declare  his  opinion  to  be,  that  Con- 
gress ought  not  to  act  in  this  matter,  but  upon 
the  impulse  of  the  two  States  enrronnding  the 
District,  and  then  in  a  manner  precisely  g^u- 
ated  by  the  action  of  those  States  upon  the 
same  subject.  Had  the  constitution,  in  terms, 
^ren  to  Congress  all  power  in  the  matter,  this 
wo^d,  with  his  present  views  and  feelings,  be 
rhis  opiDion  (tf  the  expedient  nde  <tf  action,  and 
entertaining  this  opinionf  an  examination  into 
the  power  to  act  had  been  unnecessary  to  deter- 
mine his  vote  upon  the  prayer  of  these  petitiona. 
He  was  ready  promptly  to  reject  th^r  prayer, 
and  he  deeply  regretted  that  he  was  not  per- 
nutted  so  to  vote  without  debate. 

The  refusal  to  receive  the  petitions,  Mr.  W, 
stud,  was,  to  his  mind,  a  very  different  question. 
That  was  the  question  now  presented.  If  the 
refusal  should  be  sanctioned  by  the  Senate, 
upon  the  broad  ground  of  the  subject  prayed 
for,  and  not  upon  the  distinct  objection  of  in- 
decoroos  langoage  or  matter  in  the  petition  it- 
self it  would  be  oonndered  and  felt  in  many 
aeoticmB  of  the  conntry,  as  a  denial  of  the  oon- 
Btitntional  right  to  petition,  and,  as  snob,  would 
be  infinitely  more  calculated  to  produce  and 
increase,  than  to  allay,  excitement.  The 
prompt  r^oUon  of  tiie  prayer  of  these  peti- 
tions would  express  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  most  marked  and  decisive  manner,  agamst 
the  objects  of  the  petitioners.  The  refusal  to 
receive  the  petitions  would  r^se  a  new  issue, 
infinitely  more  favorable,  as  he  deeply  feared, 
to  the  schemes  of  these  mad  incendiaries  than 
all  whidi  had  gone  before  this  proposed  step. 

He  entreated,  he  said^  his  breuiren  of  the 
South  to  reflect  before  they  nve  this  immense 
adviuitage  to  the  agitators.  He  waa  aware  that 
tiie  Sonuiem  feelii^  most  he  sensitive,  perhaps 
beycofed  his  ability  to  estimate,  upon  this  subject 
of  domestic  slavery.  The  constitutional  rights, 
the  personal  and  private  interests,  the  dcnnestio 
peace  and  domestic  security,  of  the  people  of 
the  filaveholding  States,  compelled  them  to 
fool  deeply  and  keenly  upon  every  agitation  of 
this  debcate  question.  He  could  not  be  insen- 
sible to  the  existence  of  these  feelings,  or  to 
their  justice.  Yet,  might  he  not  appeal  to 
members  of  this  body  from  those  States,  and 
ask  them  to  remember  that  excitement,  grow- 
ing out  oS  the  same  snljeot,  was  also  preying 
Id  the  non-alAveholding  Ettatea  I  That  the  pub- 
lic mind  in  thoae  States  had  become  arooaed  to 
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the  subject }  That  a  limited  number  of  individ- 
uals, from  what  motive  he  would  not  attempt 
to  say,  were  making  it  their  calling  and  bud- 
ness  to  increase  that  excitement,  and  to  make 
it  universal  ?  And  might  he  not  claim  that  the 
action  of  the  Senate  would  be  such  as  woidd 
be  most  likely  to  calm  the«cciteui«kt  in  all  the 
States  and  in  every  section  of  the  Union? 

Mr.  Oalhouit  could  not  concur  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kew  York  that  so  much  delicao^ 
was  to  be  shown  to  the  very  small  part  of  hu 
own  State  he  referred  to,  that  these  petitions 
were  not  to  be  rejected,  lest  the  refoaal  to  re- 
ceive them  might  be  oooudered  as  a  violation 
of  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  petition  Congress. 
But,  said  Mr.  0.,  does  the  gentieman  look  at 
our  side  of  the  question  ?  ff  his  constituents, 
continued  Mr.  C,,  are  to  be  ti'eated  with  so 
much  respect,  that  their  petitions  are  to  be  re- 
ceived, what  is  to  be  coundered  aa  due  to  our 
constituents?  The  Suutor  considered  the 
petition  before  tbe  Senate  as  moderate  in  ita 
language — ^ho  did  not  say  otherwise — language 
sdd  Mr.  C,  which  treats  us  as  butchers  ana 
pirates.  The  Senator  said  that  they  must  re- 
ceive ^is  petition,  and  reject  it,  lest  it  might  Iw 
oonndered  as  violating  the  right  of  petition. 
To  receive  it,  and  imme^ately  reject  it.  This 
looked  sometibing  like  juggling.  Was  the  peti- 
tion of  sufficient  consequence  to  be  received, 
and  at  the  same  time  of  so  little  consequence 
as  to  be  immediately  rejected  f  Was  it  intend- 
ed merely  that  this  petition  was  to  be  put  on 
tbe  files  of  the  Senate  as  a  record  to  show  the 
opinion  entertained  of  the  people  of  the  South 
by  these  abolitionista? 

The  gentieman  sud  that  unanimity  of  opini<m 
in  the  Senate  was  very  derimhle.  He  said  so 
too.  Let  the  gentieman  and  his  frioids  join  us, 
said  Mr.  0.,  and  in  that  way  we  can  obtain 
unanimity  of  opinion.  If,  as  the  gentleman 
said,  the  petition  was  to  be  immediately  reject- 
ed, why  receive  it  at  oil  ?  Would  the  gentle- 
man say  that  a  refusal  to  reoeive  the  petition 
would  press  in  tiie  slightest  degree  on  the  con- 
stitutional right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  as- 
semble and  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances  ? 
If  the  gentieman  had  made  up  his  mind  to  re- 
ject the  petition,  he  oould  have  no  insuperable 
ol^ection  to  re&se  to  receive  it.  He  repeated, 
that  80  long  as  these  petitions  oould  be  reoeived 
in  the  Senate,  so  long  would  agitation  on  the 
subject  oontinue.  The  question  must  be  met 
on  oonatitotional  grounds,  or  not  at  all. 
■  Mr.  MosBis  observed  that,  in  presenting 
these  petitions,  it  was  his  sincere  desire  to 
avoid  any  thing  like  agitation  of  excitement  in 
that  body.  Although  he  had  had  these  peti- 
tions in  bis  possession  for  some  days,  he  re- 
frained from  presenting  Ihem  until  ne  had  an 
opportunity  oi  observingwhat  was  done  with 
others  of  a  like  tenor.  The  question  now  as- 
sumed a  grave  aspect  The  constitutional 
rights  of  the  pec^le  peaceably  to  aaaemble  and 
petition  for  a  redress  of  grieraneeB  was  involved. 
On  the  subject  (tf  these  petdtuma,  it  was  not  his 
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dfirin  at  preaent  to  aaj  (me  Tord;  his  wiah 
WW  that  uw  great  qnestion  as  to  the  right  of 
the  people  of  this  Union  to  petition  Congren 
might  oome  up  naembarraasea  hj  the  objectiona 
aa  to  ^e  language  in  which  the  petiuon  was 
drawn.  It  seemed  tiiat  these  objections  did 
not  apply  to  the  petition  presented  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania,  (Hr.  Bfohahajt,)  and 
he  wished  the  question  to  be  taken  on  that 
petition.  He  ooncnrred  with  the  Senator  from 
fionth  Oarolina,  (Ur.  Calhoun,)  that  there  was 
no  difference  in  snbstanoe  between  the  last- 
named  petition  and  tiioae  he  (Mr.  M .}  had  pre- 
BOited ;  that  those  who  voted  agunst  receiving 
tiie  one  ought  to  vote  ag^nst  receiving  the 
o&er.  His  wi^  was  to  diaembarraas  thia 
^nestion  the  right  of  petition  of  the  difflcnl- 
ties  as  to  the  langnoge  ot  the  petitions,  and  he 
would  therefore  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  with- 
draw the  cme  he  had  presented. 

Kr.  HosRiB  then  withdrew  the  petition. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Buohakak,  the  Senate  took 
np  the  petition  presented  by  that  gentleman 
firam  the  Oaln  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Friends,  of 
Lancaster,  connty,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Con- 
gress to  abolish  slavery  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  together  with  the  motion  of  Mr.  B. 
that  the  petttltm  be  njected.  The  question 
pending  was  the  one  ruaed  by  Mr.  Oalbouh — 
^  ShaU  the  petition  be  noeiTed  t " 

Mr.  Oalhouh  called  fiir  the  z«adlng  of  the 
petition. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Monsn,  the  yeaa  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  CALHOim  said  that  the  langnage  even  of  ; 
this  petition  waa  very  strange.  It  held  up  the 
bnying  and  selling  of  slaves  in  the  Sonthem 
States  to  be  as  flagrant  a  wrong  aa  the  slave 
trade  itself  on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  declaring 
"  that  it  was  as  inconsistent  in  principle,  as  in- 
hmnan  in  practice,  as  the  foreign  slave  trade." 
Uw  foreign  slave  trade,  Mr.  0.  said,  consisted 
in  aeiring  on  the  Afrioana  by  vitdenoe,  and  selling 
them  intoalaTery.  Kow,hewaB  not  willing  to 
admit  the  parallel  betwem  slavery  in  the  South- 
on  States  and  thia  foreign  slave  trade.  Weour- 
selves,  said  he,  have  denoonced  tiiia  Afriuu 
slave  trade,  and  made  it  piracy ;  though  he  did 
not  himself  believe  tiiat  the  offence  ooold  be 
properly  dedgnated  as  piracy,  and  ever  diould 
regret  tiiat  this  term  had  been  applied  to  it  in 
our  laws.  With  regard  to  the  petition,  if  he 
had  no  other  objection  to  it  than  that  of  its 
ufiing  this  language,  he  would  not  on  that  ac- 
count receive  it. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  wished,  as  an  individ- 
ual, and  aa  a  representative,  to  fpve  all  the  in- 
dividuals tjt  the  Unim,  nf  every  class,  a  ftall  en- 
joyment of  the  il^ta  secured  to  them  by  the 
oonstituticHL  If  we,  eaid  Mr,  K.,  from  the 
whim  or  excitement  of  the  moment,  reftise 
to  receive  these  memoriala,  might  they  not 
abridge  the  r^ht  of  petitioning!  'When  the 
language  was  decent  and  respectful,  it  was  the 
duty  of  every  Senator  to  show  it  every  mark 
of  respect  due  to  its  character.  And  then,  when 


it  waa  reotived,  if  it  waa  fbond  to  ask  lor  an 
intermeddling  with  the  oooatitiitiaBal  rights  tif 
any  of  the  Sutes,  to  stamp  it  with  tbe  disap- 
probation it  deserved. 

Aimoua  as  he  was  that  no  excitenMmC  sbcmld 
grow  out  of  this  matter,  his  deogn  was  to  give 
eveiy  hidividoal  his  rights,  he  wotdd  vote  for 
the  reception  of  this  petition.  The  magnani- 
mous  and  patriotic  stand  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Penn^lvania,  (Mr.  Bvoraxajt,)  w 
this  question,  waa  worthy  of  himself  and  of  the 
great  State  he  r^resentt^  and  waa  an  earnest 
to  him  of  the  dispoaitiai  of  that  and  otliv 
Horthwn  Bti^  to  arreat  Ott  oomm  of  tboae 
dalnded  pei^e  in  iwodueiBg  miadbief  here  and 
dseiriure.  After  dits  petitimi  was  reeeived. 
he  waa  prepared  to  take  the  meet  cfflcacott  and 
energetio  action  to  pat  a  Htoptothia fkoaticiaa. 

Mr.  Oaxmovs  had  hewd,  with  mnch  ngm, 
the  argument  of  his  friend  frmn  Alabama,  (Kr. 
Kmo.)  He  understood  the  gentiesnan  to  pot 
this  question  of  receiving  the  petitaon  on  con- 
stitutional grounds.  He  asked  the  Senator  if 
he  was  aware  of  the  extent  to  which  this  doe- 
trine  would  carry  him.  Was  he  prepared  to 
receive  petitions  to  abolish  riavery  in  the  navy 
yards  and  arsenals  o£  the  United  Statc^  in  the 
Southern  eectitm  the  Union  I  Waa  be  pre- 
pared to  reorive  petitions  couched  in  abonve 
and  indeoorous  language  f 

IBere  Mr.  Knro  said.  No  I] 

The  Senator  answered  no.  Theai  I  aA  iam, 
«dd  Mr.  C,  to  show  the  distinction  between 
snoh  petiti(ms  as  be  has  described  and  the  ooe 
before  the  Senate.  If  the  ri^t  to  have  p^ 
tions  received  was  constitutional,  then  there 
could  be  no  qnalifioation  of  that  ri^t.  The 
Senator  from  Alabama,  by  saying  no,  anrren- 
dered  the  ground  he  haid  t^en.  Then,  by 
what  possibility,  he  asked  him,  was  he  pre> 
pared  to  receive  petitions  to  abolish  slavery  in 
this  District!  If  he  was  prepared  to  nweive 
such  petitions,  what  waa  to  prevent  him  from 
recriving  petiticHis  to  ahcdiah  slavery  in  erety 
arsenal  and  na;v7  yard  in  every  SCata  Sn  the 
UnlMi. 

He  confessed  he  was  astonished  at  the  gtn- 
tieman'a  arguments,  ^e  right  of  petiticm  was 
cautiondv  guarded  in  the  constitution :  **  Cwi- 
gress  shall  make  no  law  prohibiting  the  ri^t 
of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition 
for  a  redrase  of  grievances."  By  these  plain 
terms  it  was  ezpiissly  limited ;  and  yet,  wbes 
gentlemen  came  to  the  petitions  of  these  fimat- 
ice,  for  abolishing  ^very  in  this  District,  tb^ 
were  disposed  to  enlarge  the  constmction. 
I  know,  said  Hr.  C,  that  the  Senatw  frtea 
Alabama  represents  oonstitnents  more  dew^ 
interested  In  thia  question  than  mine.  Tbi 
Sonth-westwn  Bttfies  were  more  deeply  interest- 
ed than  the  South  Atiantie  States,  as  the  fcnuer 
hadagrowing  slave  popolation,  continually  ang^ 
menting  by  purchases  from  Maryland,  Vixiginia, 
North  and  South  CaroUna,  and  Georgia;  andhe 
was,  therefore^  the  more  astonislied  at  his  axgn- 
ment 
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Not  to  receive  tbese  petitions  was  conridered 
woDdeI^fbllT  disrespectfol  to  these  petitioners ; 
bat  to  receive  and  rfjject  Hhern  immediatelj  was 
considered  entirely  respectfhl.  What  did  gen- 
tlemen mean  f  Be  could  not,  for  the  life  of 
him,  make  out  whj  gentiemea  were  so  aimons 
to  receive  these  petiUons,  when  they  were  de- 
termined to  reject  tfaem. 

Ifr.  UooBB  desired  more  time  for  reflection 
befbre  be  recorded  his  views,  partiieDlarlj  rinoe 
his  colleagne  hsd  indioated  the  oonrBe  be  in- 
tended to  porsae.  He  oonld  not  see  the  pro- 
prietT  of  tne  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  in 
oflSanng  ^e  potion  he  had  presented,  and 
fmthmth  moving  to  n^eot  it.  If  I  had  a  peti- 
tion to  present  here,  said  Mr.  M.,  the  consider- 
ation that  would  indnce  me  to  move  its  rejec- 
tion woi^  induce  me  to  withhold  it. 


HoNDAT,  January  fiS. 
l£r.  RoBOtaoN  presented  the  oredenlialB  of 
W.  D.  Ewnrck  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  the  State  of  Dlinoisjn  theroinn  of 
Xaiaa  K.  Kane,  deceased.  Ur.  Ewma  was  in- 
troduced, and  qualified. 


TuxsDAT,  January  26. 
Mkhigan  Memorial—Admusion  into  the  Vhum. 

The  memorial  from  the  Legit^atore  of  Mlcfai- 
Mn,  on  the  subject  of  her  aamiasi<ai  into  the 
Union,  having  been  presented, 
Mr.  Beitdbioks  submitted  tiie  following: 
"  Ordered,  That  the  memorial  pntportlng  to  be 
from  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreaeotatiTea  of 
the  State  of  Mkhigan  be  referred  to  the  select  com- 
mittee, qipoiated  on  the  23d  of  December,  m  reUtion 
to  the  admiarifm  irf  Miohigan  into  the  Uiilon,  and 
that  the  Senate  regard  the  aame  in  no  other  U^t  than 
as  the  Tolnatary  act  of  iodividaals." 

Hr.  Datis  was  in  favor  of  fpvin^  the  peti- 
tion the  nanal  direction.  A  petition  from  a 
man  representing  himself  to  be  a  ship  owner 
did  not  prove  him  to  be  a  ship  owner,  nor  did 
the  petition  of  a  manufacturer,  representing 
bimself  as  sach,  prove  him  to  be  one,  and  we 
are  not  bound  to  recc^nize  their  character. 
Now,  these  persons  represent  themselves  to  he, 
I  suppose,  a  political  body.  As  a  matter  of 
principle,  when  a  petiti<m  came  here  in  reapeet- 
f  ol  terns,  it  ought  to  be  treated  in  a  remebtftil 
mwmer.  He  would  besatbded  tootmsiaer  tiie 
petition  as  oontahiinff  a  ftitiiftal  deaeripti(m  <if 
themselves,  and  was  disposed  to  let  it  take  the 
ordinary  course.  - 

Mr.  Niuu  said  that,  aside  from  matters  of 
form,  he  was  disposed  to  refnrd  the  petition  as 
coming  from  the  people  of  Michigan,  claming 
politick  rights  of  the  highest  magnitude,  and 
he  could  not  refuse  to  hear  them,  and  least  of 
all  a  manorial  coming  from  a  wliole  peotde, 
claiming  admisnon  into  the  federal  Umon. 
Have  they,  said  Hr.  K.,  not  a  rig^t  to  select 
their  own  mode  of  ap^oation  t  Xh^  came 
hare  not  aAing  a  matter  of  fitvw,  bnt  a  matter 


[Saaun. 

of  right  Had  they  not  a  right  to  select  their 
own  conmuttee  to  represent  those  rights  t  For 
his  part,  he  was  disposed  to  hear  them.  If 
there  ever  was  a  people  who  daimed  rights  of 
a  high  character,  it  was  those  who  had  political 
ri^ts,  and  were  not  represented.  He  regretted 
to  see  a  disposition  msjiifested  to  shnt  ont  the 
inquiry,  aim  to  prevent  tiiem  from  bdna  beard. 

Mr.  Ewnie,  of  Ohio,  said  he  would  aasore 
the  Senator  from  Oonneotioat  that  there  had 
been  no  attempt  made  there  to  shnt  this  people 
out  from  a  heuing.  There  were  ways  enough 
of  presenting  this  communication  to  Oongreas 
with  ont  the  petitioners  presenting  themselves 
as  the  Legislature  of  a  State.  His  objection  wan 
to  the  form  in  which  the  memorial  came,  and 
not  to  giving  the  people  of  Michigan  a  hearing. 
Gentlemen  thereHire  were  mist^en,  and  mis- 
stated them  in  saying  that  they  were  opposed 
to  ^ving  the  people  of  Michigan  an  opportunity 
of  being  beard.  The  tme  question  before  the 
Senate  was,  whether  tiiis  memorial  came  from 
a  State— whether  the  Senate  could  address 
ICohigan  as  a  S^e,  and  receive  oommunica- 
tions  from  hsr  as  snch. 

Mr.  Oalrovu  reffudeA  the  political  existence 
of  Michigan  as  a  State,  as  a  nonentity.  ^Fha 
gentieman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Datib)  bad 
said  that  we  were  not  bound  to  reot^ize  a 
petitioner  as  a  manufacturer,  because  he  called 
himself  one  in  the  petition.  That  case  did  not 
apply  to  a  corporate  body,  and  especially  to  a 
politicid  body.  The  petition  must  or  must  not 
be  received.  The  position  it  assumed  was 
strongly  illustrative  of  the  position  some  gen- 
tiemen  had  assumed  on  this  Aoor.  To  receive 
this  petition  would  amount  to  a  recognition  of 
Michigan  as  a  Stat^  and  be  oonld  therelbre  not 
agree  to  rec^ve  it. 

Mr.  OLATroN,  in  reply  to  Mr.  OAiHomr,  sidd 
he  turned  the  Senator  from  Indiana  would  not 
vary  his  motion.  It  appeared  to  him  tliat  the 
course  now  proposed  was  the  very  one  to  pre- 
vent all  dissatisfaction  on  either  side.  By  re- 
ferring the  subject  to  the  select  committee,  with 
the  qualification  proposed,  we  do  not,  said  be^ 
commit  ourselves  at  all  as  to  whether  IGclugan 
ia,  or  is  not,  a  State. 

Mr.  Hbhobioks's  motion  was  adopted,  and 
the  mem<nial  referred  to  the  select  committee 
qqiointed  on  the  same  snhject. 


TmiESDAT,  January  28. 
Slavery  tn  th»  Dittriet  of  ColumMa, 

Mr.  SwDT  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Vermont,  pnqringfor  tfaie  abtdition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolmnbia. 

Mr.  Oalhovn  desired  to  know  if  the  language 
of  the  petition  was  respectful  to  those  who  had 
sent  tiiem  there.  He  therefbre  wished  to  bear 
thepetition  read. 

[The  petition  was  read  by  the  Secretary.] 

Mr.  0.  demanded  the  prwminary  qaestion  on 
receiving  the  petition.  The  Senator  from  Vei^ 
moDt^  ha  a^  olgeoted  to  the  oall^  these  pe- 
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titioDers  inoeDdiariea,  and  yet,  s&id  Ur.  0.,  he 
does  not  objeot  to  the  language  ttsed  hf  them 
towards  those  who  sent  ob  here. 

Mr.  Swift  had  only  said  that  gentlemen  could 
Judge  of  the  language  of  the  petition  for  them- 
Belvea.  The  petitioners,  he  had  sud,  were  en- 
tirely respectable,  were  influenced  bj  the  purest 
motives,  and  believed  themselves  Justified  in 
speaking  of  evils  as  the/  supposed  them  to 
exist 

Ur.  Calhoun  cared  not  what  their  motives 
were ;  he  cared  not  whether  th^jr  acted  from 
i^orance  or  design;  he  onlj  judged  of  the 
rafect.  Those  persona  who  presented  this  pe- 
tition knew  of  the  existence  of  the  Southern  in- 
etitutions,  and  yet  they  q>oke  of  them  as  mi- 
Just,  wicked,  and  diaboUoaL  Whatever  mi^t 
be  the  design  of  these  men,  the  course  they 
were  pursuing  was  calculated  to  destroy  this 
Union  and  aaEvert  its  institutions. 

After  some  additional  remarks  from  Ur. 
Oalhoun, 

Ur.  Buchanan  moved  to  lay  the  qwation  on 
the  table,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 


UoNDAT,  February  1. 
Momtmmt  to  iTatAan  Malt. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day  was 
(me,  by  Ur.  Niles,  of  sundry  citizens  of  New 
Haveo,  Connecticat,  setting  forth  the  extraor- 
dinary services,  the  great  merita,  and  the  un- 
timely fcte,  of  Oaptaln  Nathan  Hale,  of  the 
revolntionary  army,  and  praying  that  a  monu- 
ment may  be  erected  to  his  memory. 

The  reading  and  reference  were  agreed  to. 


Wbdnssdat,  Febntaij  8. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Clat,  the  preTions  orders 
were  postpcmed,  in  order  to  oondder  the  reso- 
lution be  offered  some  dajw  since,  calling  for 
information  from  the  President,  which  it  was 
neceasanr  that  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lati«u  dionld  have  before  it.  The  resolntion 
was  aooordingly  taken  np,  as  follows : 

Sttohedy  That  the  President  be  requested  to  00IQ~ 
manicate  to  the  Senate,  if  tbej  be  st  his  conunind, 
copies  of  the  expose  which  aocompanied  the  French 
bill  of  indemnity  from  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  to 
the  Cliamber  of  Peers  of  Fruice  on  the  STth  of 
April,  1835,  and  of  the  report  of  the  committee  pre- 
sented to  the  Chamber  of  Peers,  on  the  Otti  trf' June, 
18SS;  and,  also,  a  copy  of  the  Miginal  note  In  the 
F^<^  language,  from  tbe  Due  &  Bnwiie  to  Mr. 
Barton,  under  date  of  the  20th  October,  1836, 
a  tran^ation  of  which  was  conunonicatcd  to  Con- 
eresa  with  the  Preadent*s  special  Message  of  the  18th 
January,  18S6. 

Beaolvfd,  obo^  That  the  Prerident  be  requested 
(If  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest)  to 
oommunlcate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  a  note,  if  there 
be  one,  flum  Mr.  livlosatmi  to  me  French  ifinister 
of  FOrdgn  AflUrs,  onto  dite  of  tiw  37th  day  of 


April,  18S8,  and  copies  of  any  other  offitul  txne 
addresKd  by  Mr.  Livingaton,  during  his  miaaon  lo 
France,  either  to  the  nendi  Minuter  of  foreigii 
Allairs  Of  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  not  heniafin 
commnnicated  to  Congress. 


Thubsdat,  February  4. 

Incendiary  PublieoHoia. 

Ur.  Oalhohn,  from  tbe  select  oommittM  to 
whom  that  part  of  the  Uessage  of  the  Freodeiit 
was  referred,  made  a  rt|»ov1^  aaeoiBpsBied 
the  Mowing  bill : 

A  BILL  prohibiting  deputy  poetmastere  ftm  mat- 
Ing  or  transDoitUjog  tbroogfa  the  mail,  to  uj  Sou, 
Territory,  or  District,  certain  papers  Ibaein 
tioned,  the  otrcolation  of  which,  1^  tbe  km  li 
said  SUte,  Territory,  or  District,  iwy  beprntOitei 
and  for  otlier  pniposea. 

B€  it  enacted,  St.,  That  it  shall  not  be  la«(iil  ^ 
any  deputy  postmaster,  in  nny  State,  Tecritorr,  ot 
District,  knowingly  to  receive  and  pot  into  the  luk 
any  pamphlet,  newqi^w,  or  other  p^, 

printed  or  written,  or  pictorial  represattstioii,  loudt- 
ing  the  su^ect  of  slavery,  addrMsed  to  uj 
or  poet  office  in  any  State,  Territory,  or  DijiriA  I 
where,  by  the  Uws  of  the  said  State,  Tmitoy,  f 
District,  their  drcnlation  is  prohibited.  Xw  ^ 
it  be  lawfVil  for  any  deputy  postmaster  is  sud  Sue, 
Teiritory,  or  District,  knowingly  to  diUver  tomyp 
son  any  such  pamphlet,  newspqier,  handUn,  otrIk 
pqier,  printed  or  written,  or  pictorial  represfflUtisi. 
to  any  person  whatever,  except  to  such  person  or  |cr- 
sons  as  are  duly  authorised  by  the  iM«per  sntlxiriiy  d 
audi  State,  Territoty,  or  IHstrieLto  receive  UwauK 

Sm.  1  AikdhtUJkr^MM,  lliBtitriiillk 
tbe  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  Asiinfia 
olBoe  any  deputy  postmaster  offending  in  the  ytta 
ises,  and  such  deputy  postmaster  dull,  « 
viction  thereof,  in  any  court  baring  eompetent  jnri'- 

diction,  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  less  than  ■  

ddlars,  and  not  more  than  ■  doDaia,  acccriliiif 
to  tbe  aggravation  of  the  dfenoe,  at  As  dinttia 
of  tbe  court 

Sxc.  8.  Ani  U  it  fmrther  tnaeUd,  Tint  it  ^ 
be  ^  duty  of  depn^  postmasters,  mail  wnf^ 
and  other  officers  and  agents  of  the  Post  Offin 
Department  to  oo-<q>erale,  as  &r  as  may  l>e,  to  pr^ 
vent  tbe  circulation  of  any  pamphlet,  nemptpa. 
handbill,  or  other  paper,  printed  or  written,  or  pt- 
torial  representation  as  aforesaid,  in  any  Stale,  Tem- 
tory,  or  District,  where,  1^  tbe  laws  of  mi  SWft 
Territory,  or  District,  the  Same  are  i«iiibited; 
that  nothing  in  the  acts  ot  Congress  to  eatiblid  iw 
regulate  the  Poet  Office  Departmoit  shall  be 
strued  to  protect  any  deputy  postmaster,  tm 
carrier,  or  other  officer,  or  agent  of  said  DeimrtnK"'' 
convicted  of  knowingly  drculating  in  anj  Stjt*. 
Traritory,  or  District,  as  aforesaid,  any  sodi  punF^ 
newspaper,  handbm,  or  other  paper,  printw  " 
written,  or  pictorial  repreeentation,  fortridden  by  tw 
laws  of  sndi  State,  Temtory,  or  District 

Sw.  4.  Aiui  be  it  fKrtlur  enacted,  'Rut  f  «^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  fii"™'' 
the  deputy  postmasters,  and  tbe  sgents  and 
of  the  Df^tartment,  copies  of  the  laws  <i  tbe  kt<w 
States,  Territories,  and  Distticta,  jRohibitiiig  >» 
publication  or  drcnlation  of  any  panndilet,  v"' 
paper,  bandtdll,  or  ottier  papw,  pArted  or  «til»> 
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or  i^ctOTul  repmentation,  within  the  limita  of  add 
States,  Territoriea,  or  District^  for  their  govem- 
meot  in  the  premises ;  and  m«ke  such  regoMixna, 
and  give  Bodi  instmctions  for  carrying  this  act  into 
efl^  as  may  not  be  contrary  to  law. 

Sic  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
d^iuty  pofllmasters  of  the  oflSces  where  the  pam- 
pbleto,  newspapers,  huidbUls,  or  other  papers,  printed 
or  mitten,  or  pictorial  rmnwwUttoM  aforesaid,  may 
be  deponted,  sball,  nnder  the  Instnictions  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  from  time  to  time  give  notice 
of  the  same,  so  that  they  may  be  withdrawn  by  the 
peison  depositing  than;  and,  if  not  withdrawn  In 
the  space  of  one  month  thereafter,  shall  be  burnt  or 
otherwise  destroyed. 

Mr.  Mahoum  moved  that  five  thonaand  extra 
oopies  of  the  report  be  printed. 

Three  members  of  the  committee  (Mr.  Datk, 
of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Kise,  of  Georgia,  and 
Mr.  Lnmr,  of  Miesoari)  rose  and  ezprMiBea  dis- : 
sent  from  the  report. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  said  that  a  minority  of  the 
committee  did  not  ooncnr  in  the  report,  though 
there  were  two  members  of  it,  himself  and  Me 
genUeman  from  North  Carolina,  who  con- 
corred  throngbont ;  three  other  gentlemen  con- 
cnzred  with  the  greater  part  of  the  r^rt, 
thon^  tbey  dissented  from  some  parts  of  it, 
and  two  gentlemen  ixmenrred  also  with  aome 
parts  of  it.  As  to  the  bill,  two  of  the  com- 
mittee wonld  have  preferred  a  different  one, 
though  they  bad  rather  have  that  than  none  at 
all ;  another  gentleman  was  opposed  to  it  alto- 
gether. The  bill,  however,  was  a  natnnd  con- 
sequence of  the  report,  and  the  two  did  not  dis- 
agree witib  each  other. 

Mr.  Manouh  modified  his  motion  by  moving 
to  print  6,000  copies  of  the  report,  together 
witii  the  bUl ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Monday,  Febmary  8. 

Ih'onee  emd  the  United  States — Mediation  o/ 
Great  JSritain — Meuage  from  <A<s  Frendsnt. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
ctf  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the  me- 
diatioi  of  Great  Britidn,  as  MIows : 

WAgmNOTOK,  Fthnutry  8, 1889. 

lb  tie  BemaU  and  Soitu  of  RemeemtaUvet : 

The  Govenuneot  of  Great  Bribun  has  offered  its 
mediation  for  the  at^'ustment  of  the  dispute  between 
the  United  States  and  Franoe.  Carefully  guarding 
that  point  in  the  controrersy  wbic^  as  it  Involves 
our  honor  and  independence,  admits  <tf  no  com- 
prwdBe^  I  have  cheeifolly  accepted  the  offer.  It 
will  be  obrlouflly  improper  to  resort  even  to  the 
mildest  measures  of  a  compulsory  character,  until  it 
is  ascertained  whether  fVance  has  declined  or  accepted 
the  mediation.  I  th^fore  recommend  a  suspen^on 
of  all  {NToceedings  on  that  port  of  my  spedal  message 
of  the  16th  of  January  la^  which  proposes  a  partial 
noQ-intercouree  with  France.  While  we  cannot  too 
hif^y  appredate  the  elevated  and  disinterested 
motives  of  the  offer  ot  Great  Britain,  and  have  a  juat 
reliance  upon  the  great  influence  m  that  power  to 
restore  the  relations  of  ancieat  fiiuidihip  between 
TouSL— 46 


[Sesatb. 

the  United  States  and  France,  and  know,  too,  that 
our  own  padflo  policy  will  be  strictly  adhered  to 
until  the  national  honor  compels  as  to  depart  from 

it,  we  should  be  insensible  to  tiie  ezpcsed  condition 
of  oar  country,  and  forget  the  lessons  of  experience, 
if  we  did  not  efSdenUy  and  sedoloosly  prepare  for 
an  adverse  result  The  peace  of  a  nation  does  not 
depend  ezdusively  upon  its  own  will,  nor  upon  the 
beneficent  policy  at  nd^iboiing  powers;  (md  that 
nation  wUch  is  found  totally  unprepared  for  the 
exigencies  and  dangers  of  war,  although  it  come 
without  having  ^ven  warning  of  its  approadi,  is 
criminally  n^Igent  of  its  honor  and  its  duty. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  repeat  the  recommendation 
already  made,  to  place  the  seaboard  in  a  proper  state 
for  defemse,  and  promptiy  to  provide  the  means  ftff 
amply  protecting  our  commerce. 

ANDREW  JAOESOX. 

On  motion  of  3&.  Out,  the  Message  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Oonunittee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.* 

2few  Tort  Sufferen. 

Mr.  Wbiqht  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Oommerce  of  the  city  of  New 
Yor^  or^^ng  the  passage  of  the  bill  now  before 
the  Honse  of  Representatives  for  the  extenrion 
of  the  time  of  payment  of  tiie  duly  bonds  fall- 
ing due  in  the  dl?  of  New  York  aabseaneat  to 
the  great  conflagration  of  the  16tb  of  Decem- 
ber last,  and  said  he  felt  bonndto  oconpy  a  few 
moments  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  orinnng 
to  their  attention  the  snggestions  contained  in 
this  memorial.  The  memorial  stated  that  the 
importance  of  the  passage  of  the  biU  had  been 
vastly  increased  hj  the  delay  which  had  already 
taken  place. 

Mr.  W.  then  moved  that  the  memorial,  with- 
out readinfl^  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed ; 
which  motion  prevailed  without  a  divuion. 


Thubsdat,  February  11. 
Debt 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ttlkb,  the  spedal  wder 
was  postponed  until  Monday,  and  the  Senate 
took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  several  cor- 
porations of  the  IHatrict  ci  Oolnmbia : 


*  lUs  proftnd  madlatloB  «r  Great  Britab  to  ont  tlw 
mostbesstUbllnddantila  the  hbtofyoraattoiia.  Franes 
and  tbe  United  Statss  liad  iboght  t^[»ther  against  Great 
Britain:  now  Great  Britain  atepa  iMtwaan  Traooa  and  tha 
United  States  to  prevsat  them  from  flglitlng  eaeh  other 
0«orge  tlie  lUtd  reoelved  tbo  oomblned  attacka  of  tlia 
French  and  Americana :  hla  aon,  WlUlam  the  Fonrtli,  Inter- 
poaes  to  prevent  tlielr  anna  from  being  tnnied  against  each 
other.  This  mediation,  Ttdnntarllr  offered,  and  from  mo- 
tlTeaelavated  and  dl8ln1«iMtad,wasaeoeptedbybothpar- 
tlea,  and  in  fijor  montha  tbe  delajed  bstslnents  -wm  paid, 
and  the  two  eonntiies,  allies  In  the  war  of  XadapandeiMe 
and  on  the  eve  of  a  roptoie  now,  were  nstorsd  to  tbalr  ao- 
daBtfMandlyielBttuis. 


Dittrict  o/Colvmbia—AttuBqitim  fffthe  Dutch  Debt. 
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BILL  for  the  relief  of  the  several  corporate  dlies 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Se  U  enaeUd,  itc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
^h«uury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 
directed  to  enter  into  and  make  sudi  contnct  or 
anangoments  sa  to  iam  tOMj  ^lpeat  proper,  irith  the 
holdeis  of  tlie  eridences  of  debt  oontruted  and 
entered  iato  between  the  ciUes  of  Waahinfftoo, 
Alexandria,  and  Qeorgetown,  and  certain  individuals 
in  Holland,  negotiated  by  Richard  Bush,  Esq.,  on 
beh^  of  said  corporate  bodies,  for  the  purpose  of 
fully  assuming  upon  the  United  States  the  entire  oUi- 
ntku (Spaying  said  debts,  with  the aocralug  Interest 
QtereoD,  aoooKUUg  to  the  terms  of  sud  oontnwt; 
and  that  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
and  authorized  to  pay,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  such  sum  or 
sums  as  have  been  paid,  or  fiom  time  to  time  may 
become  and  fall  due  in  the  shape  of  interest, 
exchanges,  costs,  or  expenses,  incurred  by  the  tenns 
of  said  contract  of  loan,  or  in  and  about  the  n^o- 
tiation  therefor. 

The  bill  waa  reoommitted. 


Fbidxt,  Febnuuy  12. 

Slavery  MmoriaU. 

The  PeniisTlvaiua  memorial  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  auverr  in  the  Distriot  ffif  Oolambia, 
waa  called  up,  as  the  firat  on  the  Uat  of  general 

orders. 

Mr.  EiNo,  of  Georgia,  uud ;  These  jwtitions 
bad  been  coming  here  without  intermission  ever 
Buoce  the  fonndation  of  the  GoTemmeat,  and  he 
oonid  tell  the  Senator  (Mr.  OALnomf)  tiiat  if  they 
were  each  to  be  honored  by  a  lengthy  discnsdon 
cm  presentment,  an  honor  not  heretofore  granted 
to  them,  they  wonld  not  <»aly  otmtinne  to  oome 
here,  but  they  wonld  thicken  upon  ns  so  long 
aa  the  Goreriunent  remained  in  eziatenoe.  We 
mi^  seek  oeoa^ns,  said  Hr.  to  rave  abont 
our  rights ;  we  nu^  appeal  to  the  guarantees 
of  tiie  oonstitntion,  which  are  denied :  we  may 
apeak  of  the  atrength  of  the  Sonth,  and  ponr  ont 
vnmeaanred  dennndations  against  the  North; 
we  may  threaten  vengeance  against  the  aboli- 
tionists, and  menace  a  dissolation  of  the  Union, 
and  all  that ;  and  thus  exhaosting  ourselves 
mentally  and  physically,  and  setting  down  to 
applaud  the  spirit  of  our  own  efforts,  Arthur 
Tappan  and  his  pious  fraternity  would  very 
-coolly  remark :  "  WelL  that  is  precisely  what  I 
wanted ;  I  wanted  a^^tation  in  the  Bonth ;  I 
wished  to  proT<^  the  '  Bristocratio  ^vehold- 
-er '  to  make  extraTaffant  demands  on  the  H  orth, 
wfaloh  the  North  comd  not  condstmtly  surren- 
der them.  I  wished  them,  under  tiie  pretext 
of  securing  their  own  rights,  to  eucroaoh  upon 
•the  ri^ts  of  all  tite  American  people.  In 
.short,  1  wiBh  to  change  the  issue ;  upon  the 
present  issue  we  are  dead.  Every  movement, 
every  demonstration  of  feeling  among  our  own 
people,  shows  that  upon  the  present  issue  the 
^^eat  body  of  the  people  is  against  as.  The 
issue  must  be  changed,  or  the  prospeote  of  abo- 
Jitioa  are  at  aa  enoL**  This  langtuge^  Mr.  K. 


said,  was  not  conjectured,  bnt  there  was  ni~l 
evidence  of  its  truth. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  if  Southern  Senators  tc:-% 
actually  in  the  pay  of  the  directory  on  2>&^ 
street  thej  coold  not  more  effectually  eo-cf-?- 
ate  in  the  views  and  administer  to  the  in=:  ? 
of  these  enemies  to  the  peace  and  qiuet  cf  c-r 
oountiy.  And  sud  Mr.  IC,  we  have  J><-- 
been  «iarged  with  saerifidne  Sontbmi  intert 
tosttainapolitioalend.  [^reHr.MooEiic. 
the  Senator  from  Oetngia  had  miEimderst- 
him,  and  made  some  erplaziations.1  Mr.  £ 
said  he  had  expressly  understood  the  Bern.' ' 
to  say  that  the  object  of  the  oonrse  of  the  ^• 
ministration  party  was  to  &ror  the  pretenn  :■ 
of  a  certain  Koruiem  candidate  for  the  prt£- 
dency,  but  accepted  the  expluoatton. 

It  was  a  good  nuudm  in  politioe  as  wdl » 
private  life,  Mr.  K.  scud,  never  to  demand 
much.  By  making  unreasonable  deaundi^  v 
often  lost  that  to  which  we  were  plainly  ci- 
titled.  If  the  non-slaveholdisK  States  wereVi 
ing[  to  allow  na  all  onr  rights,  wo  sbou2  \* 
satisfied.  We  dionldnerer  leave  an  impTKri- 
Ue  portion  for  the  donbtfhl  prospects  of  a  £ic- 
gerous  ally. 

Notwititstanding  what  he  had  aaad,  he  i- 
not  prepared  to  say  that  the  motion  of  i. 
Senator  from  Carolina  might  not  be  eoteil^ 
without  any  dangerons  iuTaaon  of  a  conrc::- 
tionol  right.   It  has  been  innsted  that  the  z.~ 
morialists  hear  no  interest  in  the  subjeot  c : 
therefore  are  not  entitled  to  the  right  (k 
tion.   We  should  recollect,  howevra",  th^ 
right  of  petition  is  esteemed  a  very  aaered  ^ 
in  this  country ;  and  we  should  make  xi;- 1 
unnecessary  issues  about  it.    The  peoptc  : 
these  matters  nmuUy  measured  hi  the  W: 
they  did  not  nnderstmid  these  nice  oonstitio 
al  distinotions  and  parliamentarT'  rules,  ace  i 
refusal  to  receive  petitions  on  such  givo 
wonld  be  looked  upon  as  an  arrogant  sna^ 
upon  a  popular  right,  and  would  be  so  osed  ^ 
the  enemies  of  the  South. 

But  why  were  we  bound  to  refuse  to  nc^ 
these  petitions  I  If  he  tmderstood  Soistor^ 
it  was  on  two  grounds :  the  first  was,  thai 
language  reflected  on  a  portion  of  the  memi-ets 
Now,  B^d  Mr.  K.,  every  Southern  Smi*1-: 
feels  an  equal  indignation  at  having  these  ce- 
morials  brought  before  them.  But  he  did  »' 
know  how  the  memorialists,  in  this  pardniff 
case,  could  have  presented  the  sal^eet  at  a!:  1: 
more  respectful  language  than  they  have 
ployed.  Bnt  he  said  he  was  already  •itrc'S^ 
committed  on  this  point,  by  votes  given 
other  occasions,  nnce  he  had  been  in  the  Soitu. 
He  could  not  change  his  action  until  he  lii 
changed  his  opinion.  He  cimsidered  the  pre- 
tensions of  tiie  Senate  on  this  snl^ect  Uw  ir.<«: 
dangerous  and  extraordinary  ever  tolerated  b 
any  representative  Government.  The  doctrine, 
as  acted  on  in  a  few  cases  In  tiie  Senate, 
that  we  would  not  receive  any  memorial  t2iai 
might,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senators,  re&< 
on  the  body,  or  any  member  vl  it."  Oo  thi? 


Slavery  Jfemeriidt, 


Digitized  by 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBBSa 


728 


Febrdakt,  1836.] 

principle,  how  are  the  people  ever  to  obtain 
refomi  of  abases,  o^nna^g  in  the  two  HonBefl^ 
or  either  Eonse  ?  Where  would  the  priudple 
lead  to  ?  He  would  not  dwell  upon  the  sub- 
ject, bnt  he  woold  put  a  few  plain  cases,  that 
woold  be  well  nnderstood  b^  Benators.  We 
have,  said  Mr.  E.,  been  in  the  habit  of  voting 
onrselves  privileges.  All  exolosive  privileges 
are  justly  oclions  to  our  people.  Thej  are  in- 
consistent with  the  American  character,  and 
opposed  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  We 
have  voted  ourselves  the  franking  privilege,  not 
during  the  session,  as  formerly,  but  in  perpetuity. 
Tliis  privilege,  it  was  known,  waa  sometimes 
grossly  abused,  which  would  be  strong  argu- 
ment for  its  total  repeal.  He  also  spoke  of  the 
pnrchoae  Of  hooka  for  the  membem,  and  refer- 
red to  the  practice  of  membera  in  paying  for 
their  newspuiera  out  of  the  pnbKo  moDev,  in 
support  of  which  praotioe  he  had  never  been 
able  to  efii^  any  ailment,  except  tlie  unan- 
swerable one  of  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  two  Honses  had  been 
also  swelled  iu  a  few  years  to  an  enormous 
extent  There  were  other  cases  of  more  mag- 
nitude, which  might  be  made  the  subject  of 
comiplaint  by  the  people,  but  he  referred  to  them 
as  obvious  cases,  that  had  been  spoken  of  dur- 
ing the  present  session.  Suppose,  then,  the 
people  were  to  petition  Congress  to  abolish  the 
n-anking  privfl^e,  and  state,  as  a  reaaon,  the 
enormona  abases  to  whieh  it  Is  sal^eot  Sup- 
pose they  look  at  the  sum  total  of  yonr  contin- 
gent account,  and,  believing  it  impossible  it 
could  be  honestly  expended  for  any  contingen- 
cies that  the  constitution  will  allow,  pray  Con- 
gress to  look  into  the  sul^ject,  and  reform  the 
abuse;  according  to  this  novel  doctrine,  any 
Senator  might  rise  and  move  that  "  the  memo- 
rial 1>e  not  received,^  because  it  "  reflected  on 
•  the  Senate  or  sbmfe  of  its  members."  Sir,  said 
Ifr.  E.,  I  deny  the  whole  doctrine.  I  deny  it 
in  the  general,  and  I  deny  it  in  the  particular ; 
I  deny  it  in  the  gross,  and  I  deny  it  in  the  de- 
taih  It  has  not  one  sin^e  inch  of  ground  in 
the  eonatitntion  to  stand  upon.  We  were  sent 
here  to  do  the  bnnness  of  the  public,  and  not 
to  set  op  arbitrary  codes  for  the  protection  of 
our  dignity,  and  then  be  left  todetermine  what 
dignity  means.  I  consider  tme  senatorial  dig- 
nity to  consist  in  a  straightforward,  independ- 
ent discharge  of'  our  constitutional  duties,  and 
not  in  searching  into  the  language  employed  by 
our  constituents,  when  they  ask  us  for  a  re- 
dress of  grievances,  to  see  if  we  cannot  find 
some  pretext  to  commit  a  fraud  upon  the  con- 
stitution. If  the  people  thought  we  had  done 
wrong,  Uiey  had  a  right  plunly  to  tdl  us  so ; 
and  u  we  foand  the  chuge  troe,  we  should 
set  about  a  reformation,  u  nntrae,  we  sboold 
r^ect  their  petitions  on  that  account. 

Ifr.  E.  said  he  had  spoken  of  thia  doctrine 
in  a  general  point  of  view,  and  could  not  hon- 
or the  abolitionists  so  far  as  to  soffer  them  to 
provoke  bim  to  a  violation  of  the  oonstitntion 
as  he  midentood  it. 


[Smsat*. 

In  the  second  place,  it  was  contended  thai 
we  shoold  not  receive  the  petition,  because  to 
grant  it  would  beonocHiBtitoticHiaL  Was  It  not 
apparent  that  this  was  assnming  prematarel^ 
that  which  ve  should  arrive  at  by  an  examini^ 
tion  of  the  subject  1  It  bad  been  ^ed — ^wl^ 
receive  the  petition,  if  it  were  afterwards  to 
be  rejected  t  Senators  had  asked — what  was 
the  difference  between  the  two  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding ?  He  would  ask,  in  turn,  if  there  was 
no  difference,  why  did  gentiemen  insist  on  their 
motion?  There  was  a  difference,  however, 
which  he  thought  was  well  understood. 

To  refuse  to  reoeive,  denied  the  right  of  be- 
ing heard.  To  receive,  and  reject  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner,  gave  tiie  privilege  of  a  hear- 
ing, and  the  judgment  of  the  6enat»  upon  the 
Bumect.  This  petition,  he  said,  had  been  read, 
and  its  object  oonsideied ;  bnt  not  necesBarilj 
BO.  The  motion  was  perfectly  in  order,  before 
reading,  on  a  statement  of  the  nature  of  the 
memorial  hj  t^e  Senator  offering  it,  and  the 
theory  of  the  motion  was  to  d«iy  tiie  ri^t  to 
a  consideration.  This  oondderation  might 
change  an  opinion  previously  formed  without 
it ;  and  Bhould  not  be  denied  because  oor  Sret 
impressions  may  be  .ag^nst  the  rl^ta  of  the 
petitioners. 

Hr.  E.  said  that  he  believed,  also,  after  some 
reflection  upon  the  subject,  that  Congress  had 
no  ctmatitntionat  power  to  emanoipate  the 
slaves  in  the  Dlstriot  of  Oolnmhi^  In  the  man- 
ner oontempl^«d  by  the  memorialists.  He  be- 
lieved that  Congress  had  nredsely  the  same 
power  over  the  subject  in  tiie  Distinct  of  Co- 
Inmbia  that  the  States  had  in  their  respective 
limits,  and  he  agreed  perfectiy  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Virginia  (Mr.  Laian)  that  the  States 
themselves  had  no  power  to  take  the  slave  from 
the  owner,  except  for  public  use,  and  for  a  just 
compensation.  He  did  not  agree,  however, 
with  the  Senator  from  Yli^nia  in  his  con- 
struction of  the  proviso  in  the  Virginia  cession, 
as  t^e  pl^  import  and  intention  of  the  proviso 
was  only  to  negative  the  idea  that  the  soil  waa 
transferred  with  the  jorisdiotion.  Bat  the  aid 
of  this  proviso  was  not  necessary  to  the  con- 
stitutional argnmeot,  and  he  did  not  believe  the 
Senator  placed  much  stress  upon  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said :  I  have  heard  with  deep 
mortification  and  regret  the  speech  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia ;  not  that  I  suppose  that  his 
arguments  can  have  much  impression  in  the 
Soath,  but  because  of  their  tendency  to  divide 
and  distract  the  Southern  delegation  on  this, 
to  OS,  all  momentous  qaestion.  We  are  here 
but  a  handful  in  the  midst  of  an  overwhelming 
msgority.  It  is  the  dn^  of  every  member  from 
the  Bouthf  on  this  great  and  vital  qaestion, 
where  nnioa  is  so  important  to  those  whom  we 
represent,  to  vrtAii  every  tiling  ealealated  to 
divide  or  distract  onr  ranks.  1^  said  Mr.  C, 
the  Senate  will  bear  witness,  have,  in  all  that  I 
have  said  on  this  subjeot,  been  carefol  to  re- 
spect the  feelings  of  Soothem  members  who 
have  difl^ffed  tma  me  in  &e  policy  to  be  par* 
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sued.  Having  thus  acted,  on  mr  part,  I  mnst 
express  my  surprise  at  the  harsh  expressions, 
to  say  the  leasts  io  which  the  Senator  from 
Qeor^  has  indtuged. 

[JSi.  EiNQ  here  asked  that  the  expressions 
zniffht  be  specified.] 

Mr.  0.  replied  that  he  understood  the  Sena- 
tor to  desi|;Date  the  demand  of  the  qnestion 
on  the  receiving  of  the  petition  as  a  mere  pre- 
text. 

rUr.  Kino  disclatmed  having  done  sc.] 
Mr.  0.  said  that  he  certainly  miderstood  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  as  having  used  the  expres- 
Aan,  but  was  gratimed  that  he  had  disclatmed 
it ;  but  he  oomd  not  be  mistaken  in  saying  that 
the  Senator  had  represented  the  course  which 
1,  and  other  Senators  who  think  with  me,  have 
puraaed  in  reference  to  this  subject,  as  aiding 
Bnd  playing  into  the  hands  of  A.  Tappan  &  Oo., 
and  oalcolated  to  produce  agitation.  I  would 
ask,  said  Mr.  C,  upon  what  possible  authority 
such  assertion  can  be  made  ?  What  has  been 
my  course  t  Has  it  not  been  purely  defeuMve  ? 
I  am  averse  to  Oongress  toudiing  the  subject 
of  abolition,  and  from  the  bennning  of  the  ses- 
sion have  prescribed  to  myseUj  as  a  rule  not  to 
be  departed  tram,  a  resistance  of  all  attempts 
to  bnng  the  subject  within  the  sphere  of  the 
aotim  ^this  bo^.  Acting  on  this  prindple, 
I  tdt  myself  bound,  said  lit.  0.,  to  demand  the 
qoesdon  on  receiving  the  various  petitions 
whi(di  have  been  presented,  in  order  to  shut 
the  doors  of  the  Senate  agunst  the  admission 
of  the  wioked  and  fiuiatical  agitators.  Had  I 
not  a  right,  s^d  Mr.  O.,  secured  by  the  parlia- 
mentary roles  of  this  body,  to  d^aud  this 
question,  and  was  I  not  bound  to  exerdse  it 
on  this  occasion  9  When  the  incendiaries  pre- 
set themselves  here,  in  violation  of  the  conati- 
tatioo,  with  petitions  in  the  highest  durree 
oalamnioua  of  the  people  of  the  South,  holaiDg 
them  up  as  deq>otB,  dealers  in  human  flesh,  aira 
pirates,  was  it  for  me,  representing  one  of  the 
SouthMn  States,  to  be  silent  oa  snoh  an  ooca- 
riim,  and  to  Indonn  saoh  danden  on  my  con- 
stitaente,  by  receiving  them?  I  certainly  do 
not  so  estimate  my  daty.  I  consider  it  the 
VTCtpet  occasion  to  exercise  the  right,  which 
belong  to  me  as  a  Senator,  to  denumd  the 
qnestion  on  the  reception;  for  doing  this  I 
have  been  accused  as  an  a^tator.  This  is  the 
ntm(Mt  extent  of  my  offeumng.  But,  said  Mr. 
O.,  let  us  inquire,  if  there  has  been  agitation, 
who  are  the  agitators,  and  who  is  responsible 
for  discusmon  ?  Is  it  I  and  those  who  have 
acted  with  me ;  who  liave  acted  on  the  defen- 
rive;  who  have  demanded  a  question  which 
every  Senator  has  the  aidmowledged  ri^t  <^ 
donanding  on  every  petiticm,  or  those  who 
have  resisted  that  donand?  And  on  what 
ground  has  this  demand  been  redsted?  Oan 
any  be  more  extraordinary  than  that  to  refuse 
to  rec^ve  is  a  violation  of  the  constitution  ? 
What  are  the  words  of  that  instrument  I  That 
"Congress  shall  pass  no  law pn^ibiting  the 
petqple  from  peaceably  assembling  and  praying 


[FkBanucr, 

for  a  redress  of  nievanoes."  Bae  any  soA  b* 
been  passed  ?  Have  these  a^tators  been  ^ 
hibited  from  praying  for  a  redress  of  grievanctf  ^ 
Does  any  one  pretend  that  saoh  is  the  ^* 
How,  then,  can  it  be  asserted  that,  to  r^oit  ^ 
receive  these  slanderous  petitions,  prayiog  tLe 
enactment  of  unoonstitutional  lavs;,  is  a  victi- 
tion  of  Hie  constitution  f 

I,  said  Mr.  0.,  am  gratified  that  tlie  Seoakr 
from  Geor^  concedes  the  point  that  Coogna 
has  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Diftr>. 
— a  concession  which  atcmee  for  nm^  wKd 
he  has  said.   To  yield  the  rigjit  here,  is  ti 
yield  the  right  to  OongreaB  to  aboiidi  sia«:T 
in  the  States.  I  wonld  proolflim,  said  Mr. 
to  the  whole  Sonth  that,  if  the  ri^t  be  st- 
rendered  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  I^ssna 
their  most  effectual  guard  is  surrendered.  Ba 
I  will  ask  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  if  Cce- 
^ess  lias  no  right  to  abolish  slavery  in  cj> 
District  more  than  to  do  so  in  the  Stetes, 
what  principle  can  he  vote  upon  the  reeepri^ 
of  this  petition  which,  he  concedes,  prap 
Senate  to  pass  a  law  in  violation  of  the  tsoast- 
tutlon !    Let  us  change  the  qnestiooi,  to  is 
the  principle  on  wMch  the  Senator  arts.  & 
admits  the  constitutional  power  cf  Coi^m 
over  the  subject^  whethw  in  this  Distzid  or  k 
the  StMsB,  to  be  tiie  same ;  I  aak  Idro,  ua 
8(ud  Ur.      addresring  Ur.  Ento,  &  he 
pared,  as  a  Senator  from  Geoi^a,  to  vote  u>  rv- 
ceive  a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  alaveryintlc 
State — a  petition,  too,  forhisiHinctpIee  go  techs 
extent,  couched  in  the  most  abouaive  saaa^aai^ 
ous  langaage  agunst  the  State  and  its  institiitssj 

[Mr.  Kma  replied,  yes.} 

AIL  then,  said  Mr.  O.,  that  I  can  si* 
that  the  Senator  and  myself  are  so  organized  n 
to  have  feelings  directiy  dissimilar.  BstL^ 
than  receive  such  a  petition  afainst  South  Csr~ 
lina,  against  those  whom  I  represent,  I  to£-^  ' 
have  my  head  dissevered  from  my-  body. 

Ur.  Hill  said :  I  do  not  otject  to  many  ti 
the  portions  takm  by  Sautors  on  tiie  abs»: 
cinestitm  of  Northern  intwferenoe  vith  dawy 
in  the  South.  Bat  I  do  protest  against  ik 
excitonent  that  Is  attempted  on  the  floor 
Congress,  to  be  kept  up  against  the  Kmtk  I 
do  protest  against  the  array  that  is  made  hst 
of  the  acts  of  a  few  misguided  fimatios  as  tbt 
acts  ci  the  whole  or  of  a  large  portion  of  lit 
people  of  the  North.  I  do  prot^t  against 
countenance  that  is  here  given  to  the  idea  thu 
the  people  of  the  North  generally  are  int»tfo- 
ing  with  the  rif^ts  and  pn^Mrtj  oi  the  p«¥^- 
of  the  South. 

There  is  no  course  that  wiU  better  suit  the 
few  Northern  fanatic^  than  the  sf^tatxMi 
the  question  of  slavery  in  the  haBs  m  CongK# 
— ^nothing  will  please  them  better  than  Uie 
oussions  which  are  taking  ^lace,  and  a  solem 
vote  of  either  branch  denying  them  the  ti^ 
to  prefer  petitions  here,  praying  that  ^thj 
may  be  abolished  in  the  District  Golnmbii. 
A  denial  of  that  right  at  onoe  enaUes  theci. 
and  not  without  ocdor  of  troth,  to  txj  ou  tbn 
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the  contest  going  oa  is  "  a  strog^e  between 
power  and  liberty." 

Believing  the  intentions  of  those  who  have 
moved  eimaltODeoasIy  to  get  ap  these  petitions 
at  this  time  to  be  mischief  I  was  glad  to  see 
the  first  petition  that  came  in  here  laid  on  the 
table  wiuioiit  discussion,  and  withoot  reference 
to  any  oommittee.  The  moUon  to  lay  on  the 
table  preolndee  all  debate;  and,  if  decided 
aflBrmatiTe^,  prerents  agitation.  It  was  with 
the  view  of  prevenUng  BptsGon  of  this  subject 
that  I  moTeu  to  lay  the  second  set  of  petitions 
on  the  table.  A  senator  from  the  South  (Mr. 
Oaiaouh)  has  chosen  a  different  conrse;  he 
has  interposed  a  motion  which  opens  a  debate 
that  may  be  continued  for  months.  He  has 
chosen  to  agitate  this  question;  and  he  has 

{>resented  that  question,  tlie  decision  of  which, 
et  Senators  vote  as  they  may,  will  best  please 
the  i^tators  who  are  u^ng  the  fimatics  for- 
ward. 

Now,  air,  as  mnoh  as  I  abhor  the  doings  oi 
weak  or  wu&ed  men  who  are  moving  tibls  abo- 
lition question  at  the  North,  I  yet  have  not  as 
bad  an  opinion  of  them  as  I  have  of  some  others 
who  are  attempting  to  make  of  these  puerile 
proceedings  an  oljeot  of  alarm  to  the  whole 
South. 

Of  ^all  the  vehicles,  tracts,  pamphlets,  and 
newspapers,  printed  and  ciromated  by  the  abo- 
litionists, there  is  no  ten  or  twenty  of  them 
that  have  contrlbnted  so  much  to  the  excite- 
ment as  a  single  newspf^r  printed  in  this  city. 
I  need  not  name  this  paper^  when  I  inform  you 
that  for  the  last  five  years  it  has  been  laboring 
to  produce  a  Horth«m  and  a  Sonthem  party ;  to 
fan  the  flame  of  sectional  pr^Jn^oe ;  to  open 
wider  the  breach,  to  drive  harder  the  wedge, 
which  shall  divide  the  North  from  the  South. 
It  is  the  newspaper  which  in  1831-82  strove  to 
create  that  state  of  things  in  relation  to  the 
tariff  which  would  produce  inevitable  collision 
between  the  two  sections  of  the  country,  and 
which  urged  to  that  crisis  in  Sout^  Oarolina, 
terminating  in  her  deep  disgrace — 

[Mr.  Galdouk  here  interrupted  Mr.  Hiix, 
and  called  him  to  order.  Mr.  H.  took  his  seat 
and  Mr.  Hubbabd  (beingia  tlie  ohur)  decided 
that  the  remarks  of  Mr.  U.  did  not  impugn  the 
motives  of  any  man ;  th^  were  only  descrip- 
tive of  the  effects  of  oertun  proceedings  upon 
the  State  of  Booth  Carolina ;  and  that  he  was 
not  out  of  order.] 

Mr,  Hill  resumed.  It  is  the  newspaper 
which  condemns  or  ridicules  the  well-meant 
efforts  of  an  officer  of  the  Government  to  stop 
the  circulation  of  incwdiaiy  publications  in 
the  slaveholding  States,  and  which  designedly 
magnifies  the  number  and  the  efforts  of  the 
ITorthern  abolitionistA.  It  is  the  newspaper 
which  libels  the  whole  North  by  representing 
the  almost  united  people  of  that  re^on  to  be  in- 
unoere  in  their  ^orts  to  prevent  the  mischief 
of  a  few  fanatical  and  nU^ided  persons  who 
are  engaged  in  the  abdition  eaose. 

I  have  before  me  a  copy  of  this  newsp^wr, 


[Smum 

(the  United  States  Telegraph,  Duff  Green,  edi- 
tor,) filled  to  the  brim  with  the  exciting  sub- 
ject. It  contains,  among  other  things,  a  speech 
of  an  honorable  Senator,  (Mr.  Lbioh,  of  Vir- 
ginia,) which  I  shall  not  be  surprised  soon  to 
learn  has  been  issued  by  thousands  and  tens  of 
^ousands  f^om  the  abolition  mint  at  New  York, 
for  circulation  in  the  South.  Sorely  the  hon- 
orable Senator's  speech  containing  that  part  of 
the  dunning  pamphlet,  is  most  likely  to  move 
the  Southern  slaves  to  a  servile  war,  at  the 
same  time  the  Cnianmng  extracts  and  the 
speech  itself  are  most  admirably  calonlated  to 
awaken  the  fears  or  arouse  the  indignaticoi  ot 
their  masters.  The  circulation  of  such  a  speech 
will  effect  tbe  object  of  the  abolitionists  with- 
out trenching  upon  their  funds.  Let  the  a^ta- 
tion  be  kept  op  in  Congress,  and  let  this  news- 
paper be  extensiv^y  circulated  in  the  South, 
□lied  with  such  speeches  and  such  extracts  as 
this  exhibits,  and  littie  will  be  left  for  the 
Northern  abolitionists  to  do.  They  need  do 
no  more  tlum  send  in  thcdr  petitiMis ;  the 
printer  the  Senate  and  his  friends  in  Ocm^ 
gress  win  create  enoogh  of  excitement  to 
every  object  of  those  who  direct  the  move- 
ments of  the  abolitionists. 

Within  a  few  days  there  has  been  introdoced 
into  this  body  a  huuM  natures,  an  animal  with 
two  beads,  in  the  shape  of  a  report,  laboring  to 
prove  t^at  Congress  has  no  right  to  pass  laws 
which  shall  prevent  the  circolation,  throngh 
the  mail,  of  incendiary  poblications,  and  at  the 
same  time  presenting  a  bill  for  the  sanction  of 
the  Senate,  which  makes  it  a  crime  for  the 
officers  of  the  Post  Office  to  suffer  these  {mbli- 
cations  to  pass  thro<:gh  their  offices.  This  re- 
port, this  monster,  whose  paternity  is  disavowed 
by  a  minority  of  the  committee  which  creates 
it,  comes  to  os  in  soch  a  questionable  ^hape  " 
that  I  will  speak  of  it.  Had  it  not  become  a 
habit  of  this-  body  to  yield  much  to  courtesy, 
to  certain  Senators  of  the  majority,  I  would 
say  that  the  monster  comes  here  entirely  out 
of  order.  It  is,  however,  so  great  a  favorite, 
that  while  the  Senate  can  order  no  more  than 
three  thousand  extra  copies  of  a  Messiwe  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  highly  in- 
teresting to  the  t>eo{de  o£  the  oonntry  at  the 
moment  five  thooaaod  extraoopies  are  tostant- 
ly  ordered  of  tids  dooomentL  disavowed  and 
disdfumed  by  a  minority  of  uie  oommittee  re- 
porting it  t  Tbe  printin|;  of  these  five  thou- 
sand copies,  if  Senators  will  circulate  and  firank 
them,  will  save  the  abolition  society  at  New 
Tork  the  expense  of  furnishing,  and  those  who 
rec^ve  tiiem  tbe  expense  of  postage.  A  better 
document  for  the  agitators  coold  not  go  forth, 
than  this  same  two-headed  monster.  If  the 
bill  should  become  a  law  before  the  report  is 
circulated,  the  poor  postmasters,  through  whose 
hands  it  shall  pass,  may  consider  it  of  littie  ad- 
vantage to  than  that  tuey  are  of  the  forty  thon- 
sand  paradtes  of  execntive  power,"  whose 
names  are  printed  in  the  Bine  Book.  The 
dirirman  of  the  oommittee  Qti.  OuHona)  wiU 
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find  hia  Uflt  bill  much  more  effeotiud  in  driving 

postmasters  oat  of  office  than  any  bill  he  can 
aeviae  to  protect  men  in  office  from  responai- 
bilitj  to  the  Chief  Uaffistrate  of  the  United 
States.  It  will  look  well  for  this  bod;  to  pass 
a  law  punishing  postmasters  for  safferiDg  that 
to  go  throBgh  the  mail,  which  Seostora  them- 
selves introdnced  to  be  read  in  this  body,  and 
circulated  through  the  ooantry  in  their  speeches. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calbouk)  has  introduced  a  certain  news- 
paper published  at  Utica,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  faToring  the  abolitioo  oanse.  This  news- 
iw>er  he  states  aa  recommending  cert^  candi- 
diUea  (ICartinVaa  Buren,  and  Bichard  M.  Jtdm- 
■on)  sn-  Preddent  and  Vice  Freddeut.  He 
did  not  inform  us  whether  the  newspaper  was 
printed  last  mouth  or  last  jear ;  nor  did  he  in- 
form OS  that  the  array  of  presideutial  candidates 
was  intended  to  be  a  most  gross  imposition 
npon  the  people  of  the  South.  The  authors  of 
that  newspaper,  I  do  not  doabt,  sent  it  here  to 
be  nsed  for  the  precise  purpose  it  has  been 
used;  thej  placed  the  names  of  Van  Buren 
and  Johnson  at  the  head  of  their  colomns, 
knowing  tbtA  they  might  injure  them  more 
effectnally  bj  seeming  to  be  uieir  friends  than 
l>7  openly  o^ipoeing  them.  The  authors  and 
abettors  of  this  newspaper  are  known,  and  they 
are  known  to  be  not  less  decided  enemies  to  the 
ean^datoS  named  tiian  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  himself.  Since  the  Senator  has  chosen 
to  cast  the  reproach  on  thefriendttof  the  nomi- 
nations of  Van  Buren  and  Johnson,  of  being 
favorable  to  the  abolition  oanse — a  reproach 
that  is  not  leas  unjoat  than  indicative  of  the  true 
cause  of  the  determination  to  discuas  this  aboli- 
tion question  in  Oongresa — I  will  inform  that 
Senator  and  the  whole  South,  that,  in  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  there  ia  not,  within  the 
compass  of  my  knowledge,  a  solitM?  individual 
in  favor  of  the  nominations  alluded  to,  who  is 
not  as  decidedly  opposed  to  tlie  present  abettors 
of  the  anti-eUvery  cause  in  New  Bn^and.  The 
primary  meetings  preparatory  to  the  annual 
election  are  now  being  held  in  that  State. 
Bver  BiDce  1829,  the  opposition  of  eveiy  name 
has  been  beaten  at  each  election;  and  it  ao 
happens  that,  for  the  coming  election,  they 
have  not,  as  yet,  chosen  to  offer  na  battle ;  they 
show  no  symptoms,  either  of  orgamzation  or 
ooDcentration. 

The  intelligent  yeomanry  understand  what 
dotiea  the  people  owe  to  each  other  and  to  the 
States  of  this  Union  quite  as  well  as  those  who 
aplit  h^ra,  and  carry  on  a  labored  argument,  at 
either  end  of  the  Oapitol,  to  prove  tiiat  Con- 
gress has  not  a  right  to  interfere  with  alaveiy 
m  the  Diatriet  of  Columbia.  On  the  one  hand, 
a  gentleman  (Mr.  LmoH,  of  Ya.)  is  applauded 
for  his  most  condnrive  speech,  proving  beyond 
B  doubt  that  Congress  cannot  legislate  on  the 
subject  of  alavery ;  and,  in  a  trice,  another 
learned  and  able  gentleman,  (Mr.  Hoas,  of 
Mass.,)  in  another  hall,  is  complimented,  per- 
bape  by  the  same  persons,  who  equally  admire 


the  talenta  and  the  principles  of  both  ^wkm, 

with  having  demcmstrated  beyond  all  qne^oo 
that  Congress  has  a  right  to  abolisli  slavery  in 
this  District  1  Both  Uie  gentlwoen  belong  to 
a  party  that  can  agree  to  disagree  vhenever 
and  wherever  it  may  be  necessary.  The  ob- 
ject now  is  to  keep  the  baD  of  oonteotion 
moving  between  the  North  and  the  Sooth ;  and 
no  other  course  the  two  gentiemen  can  take 
will  so  eveuto^y  enooorage  the  aboHtionisu 
on  the  one  side,  and  arouse  the  slaveh<^der  on 
the  other.  The  pe<^e  are  aroused ;  the  seeds 
of  disunion  are  strewed  in  new  groniid  ;  an  in- 
veterate seotional  ^rtnut  takes  deeper  Toot ; 
and  our  ofm^resnonal  orators  obtain  •  liigh 
reputation  with  all  sndisswonld  make  oar  ous- 
stitntion  mean  any  thing  or  nothing.  They  axe 
littie  less  than  "  godlike  "  in  their  masterly  ex- 
pontions  of  the  oonatitDtion ;  an  instmment  ao 
plwn  to  common  sense,  before  they  had  toocbed 
it,  that  he  who  runs  may  read  and  rigfat^y  qd- 
derstandl 

The  present  agitation  in  Uie  North  is  kept 
up  by  the  application  of  money ;  it  is  a  state 
oi  things  altogether  forced.   Agents  are  hired, 
disguised  in  the  character  of  ministers  of  the 
go^>el,  to  preach  abolition  at  slavery  where 
slavery  does  not  exist ;  and  presses  are  kept  in 
constuit  employment  to  aoaker  abolition  pnb- 
lications  throiq^  Uie  ooontrr.  Dmy  tli6  ri^t 
of  petition  to  the  misgnided  men  and  wnncn 
who  are  iodnced  from  no  bad  motive  to  petition 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  IMstrict  oi 
Columbia,  and  you  do  more  to  increase  their 
numbers  than  will  thonsanda  of  dollars  paid  to 
the  emissaries  who  traverse  the  oonntry  to  dis- 
tribute abolition  tracts  and  to  ^read  abolidon 
doctrines.    Continue  to  debate  abolitioD  in 
either  branch  of  Congress,  and  yon  more  effect- 
ually subserve  tiie  incendiary  views  of  the  mov- 
ers of  abolition  than  any  thing  they  can  do  for 
themselves.   It  may  suit  those  who  hare  been 
disappointed  in  all  their  politioal  prqjeet^  to 
try  what  fliis  loliseot  of  abolition  mil  bow 
avail  them.  Saoh  men  will  be  likely  to  find,  in 
the  md,  that  tibe  people  have  too  sfenmg  attMh- 
ment  for  that  happy  Uston,  to  which  we  owe 
all  our  prosperity  and  happiness,  to  be  thrown 
from  their  propriety  at  every  agitating  blast 
which  may  be  blown  across  the  land. 

Mr.  Oalhotih  said  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  oould  not  expect  him  to  reply  to 
him.  That  Senator  had  avuled  himself  of  the 
pontion  he  occupied  on  that  floor  to  indulge 
very  freely  in  assailing  the  motives  o!  oth«& 
He  was  persuaded  that  no  Senator  who  had 
any  respect  for  himself  wooid  stoop  to  no- 
tice any  thing  of  this  character  which  had 
fUlen  team  hun.  For  lumsi^  he  would  as 
soon  condescend  to  notice  tiie  mendadons  and 
filthy  columns  of  the  Globe,  as  to  notice  tiie 
general  raoarks  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire.  That  Senator  had,  however,  stat- 
ed what  purported  to  be  a  fact,  that  the  aboli- 
tion excitement  in  New  Hampshire  was  entirely 
extinct.   But  here  was  a  statement  of  facts  in 
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relatioD  to  vbat  that  gentlenuui  said  of  the 
aboUtUm  qnestion  in  New  HampBhlre.  It  was 
foond  in  s  pnbltoation  oomiiiK  from  one  of  the 
incendiai?  pablications  in  that  State^  and  he 
would  lay  it  before  the  Senate^  in  order  that 
it  mi^t  jndge  for  itsel£ 

pir.  0.  here  handed  to  the  Secretary  a  new»- 
paper  oontainiiig  an  article  impugning  a  state- 
ment made  by  Hr.  Pixbox,  of  New  Hampshire, 
in  the  House  of  Sepresentativee,  as  to  the 
number  of  abolitionists  in  his  State,  with  se- 
vere strictures  on  the  state  of  alavery  in  the 
Booth ;  said  article  stating  that  a  great  nomber 
of  petitions  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  Blavtrj 
iu  the  District  of  Oolumbia  wooid  be  forward- 
ed to  Congress  from  New  Hampshire.] 
The  rapw  having  been  read, 
Ur.  Hill  ioqnired  the  title  of  Ifc  ■ 
[The  Sbobitabt  answeredf  "  The  Herald  of 
Freedom,**  pnUidied  at  Oonoord,  New  Hamp- 
shire.] 

The  petitions  spoken  of  in  that  paper  do  not 
(MHTecuj  represent  the  state  of  public  feeUng 
in  New  Ham^ire.  They  were,  so  as  he 
had  information,  signed  in  most  instances  by 
women  and  children,  many  of  whom  were  ut- 
terly ignorant  of  the  intent  of  sliding  them 
here.  No  petition  from  that  State  had  been 
yet  presented.  When  they  are  presented,  it 
may  be  In  better  time  to  wAgaify  their  import- 
aooe.  The  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  seems 
anxious  to  make  the  nnmbtf  1>^;  this 
anxiety  he  but  verifies  what  he  (Hr.  H.)  had 
stated  to  be  the  ol^ect  of  keeping  np  the  ex- 
citement on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

ISr.  H.  said  he  had  nothing  to  s^  as  to  the 
standing  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
on  this  floor ;  be  believed  each  and  every  Sena- 
tor stood  here  on  the  ground  of  peiiiBot  equality. 
The  taonting  remark  of  the  Senator  relative  to 
himself  applied  not  to  hhn,  but  to  his  oonstitn- 
ents,  to  tiie  freemen  who  sent  him  here,  ani 
who  were  not  to  be  disparaged  for  intelligence 
and  patriotism  by  any  invidious  comparison 
with  the  MHistitaents  of  the  Senator  from  Sonth 
Carolina.  One  thing  he  would  say,  and  that 
was,  that  great  as  were  the  disgust  and  con- 
tempt feh  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
for  him,  they  could  not  exceed  the  contempt 
and  disgust  felt  for  that  Senator  in  tbe  State  of 
New  Hampshire  and  in  ^  the  North. 

Mr.  HuBBABo  (who  was  in  the  chair)  asked 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  submit  a  few 
remarks.  He  felt  as  if  an  apolc^  was  due 
from  him,  to  the  Senate,  for  not  having  check- 
ed the  reading  of  the  paragraphs  from  the  news- 
paper which  liad  just  been  read  by  the  Secre- 
tory. He  was  wholly  i^orant  of  the  contents 
of  the  pa^r,  and  could  not  have  anticipated 
the  purport  of  the  article  which  the  Senator 
from  SouUi  Carolina  had  requested  the  Seore- 
tarytoread.  He  understood  the  Senator  to  say 
that  he  willed  the  paper  to  be  read,  to  show 
that  the  statement  made  by  tbe  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  as  to  the  feelings  and  senti- 
ments of  the  people  ot  that  State  npon  the 
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subject  of  tbe  abolition  of  slavery,  were  not 
correct  It  oertainly  would  have  been  out  at 
order  for  way  Senator  to  have  alluded  to  the 
remarics  made  by  a  member  of  the  House  of 
R^resentativesfai  debate;  and,  in  his  judgment, 
it  was  equally  out  of  order  to  permit  paragraphs 
from  a  newspaper  to  be  re&i  in  the  Mnate, 
which  went  to  impugn  the  course  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  other  House;  and  he  fhoold  not 
have  permitted  the  pf^er  to  have  been  read, 
without  the  direction  of  the  Senate,  if  he  had 
lieen  aware  of  the  character  of  the  article. 

Mr.  Calhoun  sud  he  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
and  olfjected  to  Iwing  interrupted  by  the  Chair. 

[]£r.  HuBBABD  replied,  he  had  said  all  he 
wished  to  ay.  The  Senator  was  entitied  to  the 
floor,  and  ccmld  proceed  if  he  wished.} 

Hr.  CAiaoDH  continued.  He  knew  nothing 
of  the  paper  Just  presented.  He  had  seen  it 
for  the  first  time  that  morning,  and  had  pre- 
sented it  to  tbe  Senate  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  show  item  another  quarter  tbe  state  of 
the  abolition  spirit  in  New  Hampshire.  He 
knew  the  gentieman  (Hr.  Piebob)  who  was  as- 
sidled  in  tiiat  paper,  and  was  ready  to  bear 
testimony  to  his  worth  and  high  stending.  He 
meant  no  disrespect  to  him.  He  had  presented 
the  paper  becanse  it  was  important  that  the 
real  stete  of  things  should  he  known.  It  was 
due  from  gentlemen  of  the  North  to  those  of 
the  South,  to  give  correct  information.  He 
did  not  call  those  friends  of  the  South  who 
would  disguise  the  state  ot  things  at  the  North, 
He  bdieved  as  yet  that  the  real  number  of 
abolitionists  was  small ;  but  be  also  believed 
that  the  number  of  those  who  contemplated 
tdtimato  abolition  was  vwy  great ;  and,  that 
those  ardent  addresses  in  &Tor  of  liberty,  so 
constantiy  made  at  the  North,  must  have  a 
deep  effect  on  the  young  and  rising  generation. 
Tbe  spirit  abolition  was  not  to  be  trified 
with.  It  had  had  ite  bad  effect  on  one  of  the 
most  powerful  Governments  of  Europe,  and 
ended  disastrously  to  ite  coltmial  possesuons. 
It  was  oomm«ioing  in  the'  same  manner  here, 
and  must  be  met  at  once  with  the  most  decid- 
ed redstance.  He  repeated  that  he  had  the 
greatest  respect  for  the  member  tram  New 
Hampshire  mentioned  in  the  paper  just  read  ; 
and  ne  took  pleasure  in  beanng  testimony  to 
his  high  standing  and  moral  worth.  He  had 
only  presented  the  paper  to  show  the  state  of 
things  in  New  Hampshire,  and  that  the  Senate 
might  Judge  whether  the  dttoUtion  spirit  was 
subsiding  uiere. 

Mr.  BuoHANAN  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter 
into  the  debate  at  present.  He  wished  merely 
to  advert  to  a  mistake,  which  seemed  to  be 
almost  nniversd,  in  regud  to  the  motion  which 
he  had  made.  He  had  not  moved  to  reject  this 
petition.  His  motitm  waa  to  r^ect  the  pr&jer 
of  the  memorialists,  and  thus  to  decide  prompt- 
ly that  slavery  ought  not  to  be  abolidied  witnhi 
the  District  of  Colombia.  He  had  made  the 
strongest  motion  he  could  make,  consistently 
with  the  ri^  (tf  petition,  wd  the  nepeat  doe 
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to  these  petidonen.  He  might  have  moved  a 
referenoe  of  tiie  memorial  to  a  committee ;  but 
he  was  prepared,  at  onoe,  and  without  taxj  re- 
port from  a  committee,  to  vote  for  rejecting  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners.  He  believed  that  the 
Senate  bad  not  the  power  to  refose  to  receive 
thepetition.  Hewottldjsometimein'theoonrse 
of  this  debate,  express  his  opinion  at  some  length 
ontUsBD^eot. 


UxaxOAX,  Febrnarj  IB. 

JJboUtion  ^  Slanery  m  tk»  DUMet  tff 

ColunAta. 

The  Benate  proceeded  to  consider  the  petition 
from  the  Society  of  Friends  In  Pom^lTania, 
praying  for  the  abdition  of  dtTery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia. 

Ur.  NiLxs  Bfud :  Sir,  I  believe  that  the  agitar 
tktn  of  this  snt^ect  here  will  pnnnote  agit^oD 
elsewhere,  and  tend  to  keep  the  pnUut  mind 
in  an  excited  and  feverish  state. 

And  here  I  most  be  permitted  to  express 
some  astonishment  that  gentlemen  urge  a  ^ 
cuasion,  whilst  th^  avow  that  their  oljeot  is 
to  prevent  a^tatton.  When  I  hear  that  this  is 
their  ottJeot,  asserted  ui  the  most  scdemn  man- 
ner, I  am  bound  to  believe  it  I  tmst  the  gen- 
tlemen are  sincere ;  at  the  same  time  I  most 
be  permitted  to  say  that  the  means  by  which 
they  seek  to  attain  their  end  appear  to  me  very 
extraordinary.  Was  it  not  for  descending  from 
the  ^avity  of  the  snhject,  I  wonld  say  that  it 
remmded  me  of  a  person  I  have  heard  of  in 
my  section  of  the  country.  A  man  who  was 
very  pi^nacious  and  qnarrelsome,  who  was 
oonst&Dtfy  wrangling  with  his  neighbors,  yet 
always  insisted  that  he  loved  peace;  and  so 
great  was  his  anxiety  for  it^  that  he  declared 
ne  wonld  have  peace  irith  his  neighbws  if  he 
had  to  flght  for  it,  HI  understand  the  views 
of  some  oonorable  gentlemen,  they  seem  dis- 
posed to  agitate  tlds  question  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  preventing  agitation. 

[Hr.  CA.LH0I7H  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  doubted  the  sincerity  of  bis  declar- 
ation, when  he  asserted  that  he  was  o|^K)eed  to 
agitating  the  qnestion.] 

Hr.  NtLEs.  I  do  not  doubt  the  gentleman's 
sincerity,  when  he  so  solemnly  declares  Uiat  he 
is  opposed  to  agitating  the  abolition  question 
here ;  yet  I  must  claim  the  right  to  ma^e  such 
inferences  from  the  course  and  the  acts  of  that 
gentleman  and  hia  friends  as  I  think  they  au- 
thorize. 

ffir,  I  hope,  most  dncerely  hop&  there  la  no 
dispoution  anywhere  in  the  Xorth  or  in  the 
South  to  connect  tiiis  exiting  subject  with  the 
party  politics  of  the  day.  That  there  is  no  such 
Intention  here  we  are  fully  assured.  But  is 
there  no  such  intention  elsewhere  t  Sir,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  fear  there  is.  I  cannot  shut 
my  eyes  to  occurrences  of  general  notoriety ; 
I  cannot  re»st  the  evidence  of  my  senses.  I 
fear  there  is  a  spirit  of  mischief  at  work  hi  s 
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certain  quarter  at  the  Sonth  as  well  u  tk 
North :  it  is,  I  hope,  in  both  sections,  KKifined 
to  a  small  number  of  individuals. 

It  is  a  fact  of  general  notorirty  that  tiim  is 
a  press  in  this  city,  the  one  to  which  the  SenaUn 
trom  New  Hampshire  referred,  professedly  de- 
voted to  the  interests  of  a  oertun  party  At  the 
South,  which  has  l<Hig  labored,  witii  a  zeal 
perseverance  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  to  sgi- 
tate  the  public  mind  on  the  slave  queetioa, 
whilst  it  has  sought  to  aiana  the  South  by  tbe 
grossest  misrepresentatioiu  of  puUie  antiiiieit 
at  the  North ;  by  magnifying  the  mnnber  sod 
inflaenoB  of  the  abcdinonista ;  by  representii^ 
them  as  connected  with  a  political  par^i  in  tba 
iax»  of  the  most  notorious  facta,  it  has  endttv- 
ored  to  encourage  the  abolitioniste  to  peraeme 
in  their  mischievous  designs.  There  are 
preesea  at  the  South  devoted  to  the  same  urCj, 
wliich  have  pursued  a  similar  course,  wliik 
these  mischievous  vehicles  have  professed  tin 
utmost  abhorrence  of  the  designs  of  the  Nortb- 
em  abolitionists,  and  to  feel  the  greatest  alim 
at  the  tendency  of  their  incondiary  publicatkiia, 
they  have  at  the  same  time  given  a  circoIstkB 
through  their  own  papers  to  the  very  wontrf 
these  publications^  under  a  pretenoe  (^exhiUt- 
ing  th^  enOTmities.  These  papers  hare  baen 
drcnlated  in  the  slave  States,  and  are  supported 
by  a  cert^  party  in  that  section  of  the  Union. 
It  has  been  asserted  by  the  honorable  SeBslor 
from  South  Oarolina,  tiiat  he  has  no  fears  from 
the  circolatiou  of  the  tracts  and  other  pnblia- 
tions  of  the  abolition  societies  at  the  Sonth; 
that  such  is  the  state  of  things  there,  it  .i»  liQ- 
possible  they  should  be  circulated.  In  tbi-s  I 
presume,  the  Senator  is  correct ;  and  it  is  there- 
fore &ir  to  conclude  that  the  priucipsl  circoU- 
tion  which  these  mischievous  publications  bire 
received  ui  the  slave  States  has  been  throagli 
the  oolnimu  of  pditioal  papers  proftMBg  u> 
apprehmd  the  grntest  danger  from  tiie 
ments  of  the  Northern  abolitionists,  and  to  isA 
the  greatest  abhorrence  of  their  nublicatioDs. 
How  is  this  inconristent  and  absurd  conduct  to 
be  accounted  for,  except  by  supposing  that 
there  are  agitators  at  the  South  who  are  it- 
tempting  to  create  an  excitement  on  the  qne^ 
tion  of  slavery  for  political  purposes  I  Thest 
same  vehicles  have  been  urging  on  the  Sootli 
the  most  dangerous  and  preposterous  measures, 
as  being  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  slsTt- 
holding  States ;  measures  which,  if  not  reWn- 
tionary  in  their  character,  have  an  obrio* 
tendency  to  sodi  results. 

Bai^  if  there  are  snoh  mischievous  agents  it 
the  South,  who  are  aeeldng  to  build  up  a 
tional  party,  by  appealing  to  the  fears  of  fw 
people  In  the  slave  State^  and  nusrepreeenting 
public  sentiment  at  the  North,  tiiey  «•  ""J* 
execrable  and  more  dangerous  than  the  pvrvi- 
era  abolitionists.  Sir,  a  Southern  convenftM 
has  been  advocated  by  these  m^.  ,^^rr 
can  be  the  dedgn  of  such  a  conven^on,  but  w 
increase  the  existing  excitement,  to  irritat* 
paUio  seoaibili^,  and  to  blow  tbe  eokiM 
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flame  into  a  coosamlng  fire  1  Can  snoh  a  meas- 
nre  spring  from  sober  and  discreet  counsels  1 
Can  it  be  called  for  to  derise  measnrea  for  the 
protection  of  their  interests  exposed  by  the  mod 
achemes  of  the  abolitionists  t  I  think  no  intel- 
ligent and  candid  man  will  maintain  this, 

Mr.  Knju  then  considered  the  general  state 
of  public  sentiment  in  Connecticn^  ooraclwUng 
witii  his  olyecUonB  to  the  motion. 

He  was  flawed  \ij  Mr.  Vau^  against  the 
motion,  and  Hr.  Buck  in  finror. 


HoHDA^T,  Tebmary  22. 

RoBKBT  J.  Walub,  Senator  dect  from  the 
State  of  Uisdamppi,  appeared,  was  qualified, 
and  took  hia  Beat 

A  Message  and  doooments  were  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands 
of  Kr.  DoiTstsoN,  his  private  Secretary,  viz. : 

To  tiu  Senate  and  Some  of  JtepnaentaiiveM  : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  to  Congresa,  copies  of  the 
correqwndeDce  between  the  Se^ttry  of  State,  and 
the  cuuigA  d'siUres  of  bis  Biita&idc  Mqjes^,  reltUve 
to  themadiatioit  of  Great  Britain  hi  our  cUsagreemeut 
with  I^ce,  and  to  the  determiiutioD  of-the  French 
Oovemment  to  execate  the  treaty  of  indemnification, 
without  furthw  delay,  on  tiu  application  for  pay- 
ment by  the  agent  of  the  United  States. 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  mediation  was 
acoeptea  will  be  found  ftaUy  developed  in  the  cor- 
respondence.  On  the  part  a  France  the  mediation 
had  been  publicly  accepted  before  the  offer  ot  it 
could  be  rec^ved  here.  Whilst  each  of  the  two 
OoTermneots  has  thos  discovered  a  just  solidtude 
to  resort  to  all  honorable  means  of  adjusting  amic- 
ably the  controversy  between  tiiem,  it  is  a  matter  of 
congratalation  that  Ute  mecHation  has  been  rendered 
unneoeBary.  Under  aoeh  cJrctimstanoes,  the  antici- 
patioo  may  be  confident  Indulged  tuit  the  dis- 
agreement between  the  United  Sates  and  France 
idll  not  have  produced  more  than  a  temporary 
estrangement  The  healing  effects  of  time,  a  just 
connderotion  of  the  powerful  motives  for  a  cordial 
good  understanding  between  the  two  nations,  the 
strong  inducements  each  has  to  req>ect  and  eMeem 
the  other,  will  no  doubt  soon  obliterate  from  their 
remembrance  all  traces  of  tiiat  distufrecment 

Of  the  elevated  and  dlmnterestedpart  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  has  acted,  and  was  prepared 
to  set,  I  have  already  had  oceauon  to  express  my 
high  sense.  Universal  respect,  and  Uie  consciousness 
ofmetiting  it,  are  with  Qoremmenta,  as  with  men, 
the  Just  rewards  of  those  who  fUthfltlly  exert  their 
power  to  preserve  peace,  mtore  harmony,  and  per- 
petuate good wilL  ••••••••« 

ANDBEW  JAOEBON. 

February  22,  188S. 

The  Measaffe  and  docnments  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed ;  and,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Buoh&hah,  6,000  extra  copies 
were  ordered. 


MoNPAT,  Febraary  29. 

Saignation  of  Mr.  Tyler. 

The  folloving  letter  was  received,  and  laid 
before  the  Senate,  by  the  Chair : 

Wabhikotoit,  February  29,  1836. 
Sim :  I  heg  leave  through  you  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ate that  I  bare,  on  this  day,  resigned  into  the  hands 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Tiit^nia,  for  reasona 
fhlbr  made  known  to  it,  my  seat  in  the  Senate  oS  the 
United  States,  as  a  Senator  from  that  State.  This 
annunciation  u  now  made,  so  as  to  enable  (he  Senate, 
at  its  earileat  pleaiore,  to  All  such  vacandes  in  the 
several  committees  as  may  be  created  by  my  res- 
ignation. 

In  taldiK  leave  of  the  body  over  whidi  yon 
preade,  I  Aonid  be  ftltfaleas  to  the  feelings  of  my 
heart  if  I  did  not  fiankly  confess  that  I  do  so  with 
no  <xdhiary  emotions.  I  look  to  the  body  itself  as 
the  representative  of  those  federative  principles  of 
our  system,  to  preserve  which  unimpaired  has  bectt 
the  unceasing  object  of  my  public  life.  I  separate 
from  many  with  whom  I  have  been  associated  for 
years,  and  part  with  friends  whose  recollection  I 
shall  dierieh  to  the  close  of  my  life.  These  are 
sacrifices  wUch  it  gives  me  pein  to  make.  Be|deaaed 
to  assure  the  B^iate  that  I  carry  irith  me,  into 
retironent,  sentiments  of  respect  towards  its  mem- 
bers ;  and  that,  in  bidding  them  adieu,  I  extend  to 
esdi  and  all  my  best  wiSies  for  their  health,  hap- 
pinees,  and  long  life. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  TTLER. 

Eon.  Ur.  Yak  Btraxit. 

Aholition  of  Slavery  in  the  Dittriet  of 
Columbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  petition 
of  the  Friends  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  pray- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Oolnmbia. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Georgia,  thought  It  remarkable 
that  his  Bouthera  friends,  who  were  opposed  to 
him,  seemed,  by  their  argomenta,  to  nave  lost 
sight  of  the  very  nature  of  our  institutions^ 
and  especially  of  the  essential  distinction  be- 
tween republican  and  despotio  Governments. 

One  of  the  most  diffienlt  auttjects,  in  the 
whole  science  of  government,  was  that  of  re- 
conciling the  peace  of  the  community  and  the 
safety  of  established  institutions,  with  the  rights 
and  tibertiea  of  individnala.  Practically  and 
theoretically  it  had  divided  the  world  more  or 
less  in  all  ages,  but  he  had  thought  that  it  was 
not  now  a  debatable  question  with  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  He  considered  it  settled 
by  the  very  form  of  onr  Government  and  insti- 
tntlons ;  for  it  was  in  tiie  establishment  of  the 
fbrm  of  Oovemment  that  this  question  was 
usually  considered  and  settied.  The  Oovem- 
ment of  rar  ch(rioe  fUr.  K.  s^d)  was  purely 
republican.  It  was  tiased  on  popular  opinion, 
which  was  known  to  be  mutable :  the  freedom 
of  that  opinion  was  secured,  as  was  also  a  fm 
and  nnobstracted  intercourse  Irotween  Oovem- 
ment, the  agent^  and  the  pec^ile,  the  oonstita- 
mt  power.  The  opposite  finrn  of  Oovemment 
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(twd  Ur.  K.)  asBunies  that  GoTerameot,  when 
OQoe  establislied,  is  always  right;  that  it  is 
based  on  prineiples  nnchuigeable ;  its  acts  tn- 
follible ;  and  the  GoTemmeat  is  to  be  goarded, 
if  neoeasarj,  by  its  own  oi^^anized  force,  deny- 
ing any  voice  to  the  citizen  for  whose  ^x>d  it 
was  established.  It  was  straDge  (Mr.  K.  said) 
to  Bee  gentlemeo,  by  their  argoments,  aotoally 
BostMnuig  the  latter  in  o^oaition  to  the  Conner 
system  of  Government. 

There  ia  no  good  without  aUoy.  Tin  |Hlvf- 
legea  allowed  to  the  dtizMi  nndw  a  free  oonati- 
tntion  may  be,  and  are,  as  in  this  case,  very 
often  grosdy  abnsed^  the  commnoity  troubled, 
and  established  Institations  endangered.  Bnt 
I2ie  people  of  the  United  States  have  determin- 
ed ths^  these  abnses  are  rather  to  be  combated 
by  ruson  and  patriotic  discretioD,  than  that  the 
freedom  out  of  which  they  grow  should  be 

tenied.  In  other  words,  they  prefer  the  enjoy- 
lent  of  a  rational  liberty  at  the  price  of  vigi- 
lanoe,  and  at  the  risk  of  occasional  troable,  by 
the  errors  of  misgaided  or  bad  citizens,  to  that 
repose  which  ia  ei^joyed  in  the  aleep  of  despot- 
ism. 

However  nnpaMotlo,  llim,  these  petitioaers 
may  be,  however  deluded,  however  nusohievoos 
in  every  sense,  and  however  we  may  reprobate 
their  condaot,  tiiey  are  still  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  acknowledged  that  these  memo- 
rtdists  were  highly  reputable  and  peaceful  citi- 
zens, as  those  belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends 
naually  are.  However  this  might  be,  they  were 
certainly  citizens,  sabmittiog  to  the  operation 
of  the  Government,  and  contributing  to  its  sap- 
port,  and  most,  under  its  theory,  oe  allowed 
the  same  rights  as  other  citizens.  They  must 
be  allowed,  like  other  citizens,  to  [wtitiqp  the 
Government,  the  Goverpment  navlus  a  perfect 
right  to  r^ect  their  prayers  after  receiving  their 
petitions.  The  umple  right  (tf  petition  was 
the  most  harmless  and  inoflbnsive  n  all  possible 
rights,  if  it  be  properly  treated.  It  enforced 
nothing  and  effected  nothing  but  what  GK>vero- 
ment  thought  proper  to  jrield  to  it  The  peace- 
able exercise  of  the  right,  however  idly  employ- 
ed, could  rarely  be  prodaotive  of  mischief, 
though  it  might  sometimes  l>e  evidence  of  mis- 
chievous Intentions.  The  greatest  danger  was 
in  imprudently  and  unnecessarily  resisting  it 
All  history  was  ftdl  of  the  most  warning  in- 
stances, in  which  the  most  worthless  men  and 
the  most  worthless  principles  bad  been  elevated 
to  unmerited  consequence,  by  o^iportnnities  in- 
oantiously  given  them  of  throwing  themselves 
Into  liu  broaches  of  a  violated  constitution. 

He  had  been  asked  if  he  would  receive  a 
petition  to  abolish  slavery  in  Georgia !  This 
was  a  strong  and  improbable  case ;  out  he  had 
answered,  and  would  still  answer,  that  he  should 
feel  bound  to  do  so,  and  would  then  treat  it 
with  that  contempt  which  so  extravagant  a 
proposition  would  deserve.  Kr.  K.  thought 
we  had  no  right  to  refuse  to  receive  a  petition, 
if  made  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and 
touching  a  matter  that  oonoemed  him  aa  sudL 


These  he  thought  the  oalj  eseentuJ  requistes 
to  entiUe  the  petition  to  a  reoeption.  It  msi 
be  rigned  by  citizens,  and  toufxiing  tlxir  iia«-- 
ests  as  citizens.  We  ooold  not  be  anbarrasKd 
by  petitions  to  relieve  the  RjxstM  of  the  Easi 
Indies  from  the  oppnaKons  of  the  Zenundin, 
or  from  the  heavy  exaetiona  of  the  iEost  Inu 
Ckunpany.  Fetiti<Hi8  for  such  a  pDrpose  mi^ 
be  refiued,  and  |aitlaman  had  aaia  that  this 
memorial  might  be  refused  on  the  oanM  pria- 
dples.  He  tfaongjit,  himadl^  that  tb^  w-ae 
meddling  with  a  matber  that  should  not  ooocen 
them ;  uid  would  stron^y  recommend  to  them 
to  attend  to  their  own  business,  aad  allow  Jbt 
people  of  the  District  to  attend  to  th^rsL  Ba 
still,  it  was  insisted  that  the  District  <^  Cdnro- 
bia  was  a  national  Territory,  and  under  naticm- 
al  jurisdiction ;  that  the  repreaentativ-ee  oi  the 
people  of  the  District  were  the  repreeentstira 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  that  tha 
public  buildings,  and  a  vast  amount  of  pabbc 
property,  in  which  they  have  a  commoo  inter- 
est, are  located  here ;  that  the  Dutriet  is  gov- 
erned, to  some  extMt,  at  the  ooat  ^  the  natioB ; 
in  short  that  there  ia  that  kind  of  relaticii  W 
tween  the  people  of  the  District  aad  the  peopk 
of  the  United  States,  aa  eitiaens  ot  the  sa» 
nation,  which  gives  them  an  interest  in  the  sab- 
jeot  of  their  memorials.  However  light  this 
reasoning,  it  was  difficolt  on  prinoiple^  to 
round  it;  and  be  thought,  at  anj  rate^  n 
shonld  not  settie  this  questirai  on  nice  £AiBe- 
tions,  perhqw  oonvinfflng  to  onrs^vea,  but  to 
nobody  else. 

But,  (sud  Mr.  K.,)  waiving  this  objection, » 
seems  to  have  been  gener^y  done,  and  hov 
do  gentiemen  ^t  round  the  constitiitiooal  ob- 
jection of  their  motion  I  Why,  they  say  thtj 
do  not  propose  "  to  pass  a  law  ^'  to  abridge 
right  of  petition,  and,  therefore,  do  not  propoM 
to  do  any  thhig  which  the  twma  of  tiie  eomti- 
tntion  forbid.  B»  begged  that  his  aootiwrs 
friends  would  reason  on  this  aa  they  wooU 
reason  on  other  Bubjocto ;  that  t^y  wonW 
shake  off  momentary  influences,  and  empIoT 
their  reasoning  faonlties  for  tbe  dlsooTery  of 
truth.  .If  they  would  only  do  this,  they  could 
not  disagree  with  bim  for  a  moment,  for  they 
must  instantiy  discover  that  their  answer  ws£ 
a  p^pable  evarion  of  the  MHistitotioa  itseltl 
Mr.  K.  called  for  and  read  the  first  amendment, 
as  follows :  "  Oou^ess  shall  make  no  law  re- 
specting aa  estabhshment  of  religion,  or  pn>- 
mbitang  the  firee  ennnse  thereof ;  or  abrid^ng 
the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press ;  or  the 
right  oi  the  peaceably  to  asaeml^  and 

petition  the  Government  for  a  ledreas  of  grtev- 
anoes." 

Congress,  under  this  article,  can  pass  no  law 
to  "  abridge  "  the  right  of  the  people  to  petitioD 
the  Government  A  modem  commentator  <m 
the  Oonstitution,  of  tome  note  and  mncfa  abili- 
ty, in  noticing  this  part  of  the  article,  dismissed 
it  with  the  remark  that  it  was  totally  mmeces- 
sary.  This  ia  bbvious  to  every  one  who  will 
consider  for  a  moment  the  relation  between  a 
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free  people  and  the  GoTemmeDt  of  their  own 
choice.  The  privilege  belooged  (said  Mr.  K.) 
to  the  form  of  government,  was  nnited  with  iL 
and  inseparable  from  it.  It  as  clearly  belonged 
to  the  people  on  tbe  finmatlcHi  of  the  Qovem- 
ment,  as  did  the  right  to  nse  the  English  lan- 
^age  without  anj  oonstitntionsl  ^vision  for 
that  purpose ;  and  (said  Mr.  K.)  if  gentlemen 
vill  only  look  at  the  oonstitation,  and  not 
evade  it,  they  will  see  that  tbe  right  was  not 
acquired  by  Uie  constitution,  bnt  only  secnred 
"by  it.  The  right,  as  a  pre-existing  one,  waa 
expressly  recognized  by  the  language  of  the 
constitution  itself.  What  was  Uie  langaage 
applicable  to  the  question  before  the  Senate  1 
It  prevented  Oongress  from  passing  any  law 
abridging  the  right  of  the  pe^>le  to  petition 
the  Government,"  &o. 

Was  not  here  a  plain  and  express  reeognitiim 
of  the- pre-existing  ri^bt  t  "  Abridj^  "  what  ? 
His  friend  from  Oarolma  was  a  logioian  as  well 
as  a  statesman,  and  he  would  ask  him  how  the 
constitDtion  could  provide  against  the  "abridg- 
ment "  of  a  right  which  it  did  not  acknowledge 
to  exist?  Could  we  abridge  a  nonentity? 
Could  we  take  any  thing  from  nothing  t  ■  Could 
we  add  securities  where  there  was  nothing  to 
secure  1  Certainly  not  As  a  thousand  naughts 
added  will  make  nothing,  so  a  cipher  cannot  be 
reduced.  The  right,  then,  belonged  to  the  peo- 
ple, aa  inseparably  incident  to  their  form  of  ; 
goveniment— was  acknowledged  to  exist  by  the 
language  of  the  constitution,  and  was  guarded- 
ly secured  by  the  provisions  of  that  in^nment. 
Yes,  (said  Mr.  K,,)  secured  against  ftw  united 
legislative  power  of  the  whole  Oovemment; 
and  yet  gentlemen  propose  unceremonionsly  to 
defeat  it  by  a  simple  motion  in  one  branch  of 
Legislature.  He  would  not  dwell  longer 
upon  this  branch  of  tbe  subject.  He  had  al- 
ready eaid  more  than  waa  necessary.  A  pro- 
position so  extraordinary  could  omy  olum  at- 
tentiou  from  its  respectable  paternity :  certainly 
not  as  a  fair  subject  of  argument  or  discussion. 

Hr.  K.  stud  it  was  perfectly  dear  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  intended  to  secure 
a  Iree  intercourse  between  tbe  pewle  and  their 
Gov«nmi6Dt,  and  especially  to  place  beyond 
doubt  the  right  of  petition. 

That  Oaognaa  would  be  troubled  with  many 
petitions  it  could  not  grant,  and  would  occa- 
sionally have  submitted  to  it  propositions  foolish 
uid  ex^vagant,  was  a  foreseen  incident  of  the 
right,  and  one  that  could  not  he  avoided  with- 
out assuming  th^  power  to  deny  the  right  al- 
together. The  fi&ot  of  sending  a  petition  here 
for  any  purpose,  proved  that  the  petitioner  be- 
lieved he  had  a  right  to  ask  it,  and  that  Oon- 
gress had  a  right  to  grant  it.  We  had  only  to 
receive  the  petition,  look  into  it,  decide  on  the 
right  to  relief,  and  act  acrardinely.  No  man 
ever  was  owtvinoed  his  error  by  refuung  to 
hear  him. 

Man,  he  sud,  was  a  social  and  ^ymnatbetio 
being.  He  was  always  pleased  and  liattered 
by  a  (xnneideiioe  of  f^ioioa ;  and  agreting  in 


one  measure  of  primary  importance,  men  are 
more  readily  prepared  for  agreement  in  evcTj 
thing  else.  Ou  the  other  hand,  if  they  believe 
others  extravagantly  wrong  upon  one  ftm- 
damental  principle,  they  easily  believe  tiiem 
wnmg  in  their  opinitms  upon  every  other; 
and,  not  agreeing  m  that,  they  wUl  agree  in 
nothing,  without  referring  with  any  disre- 
spect to  a  doctrine  in  which  be  did  not  agree, 
he  could  cite  his  southern  iriends  to  the  re- 
organization of  parties  at  the  South  on  the 
doctrine  of  nullification,  as  a  practical  illus- 
tration of  the  truth  of  this  position.  Thou- 
sands of  intelligent  men,  who,  in  politics,  for- 
merly agreed  in  every  thing,  now  agreed  in 
nothing,  because  they  did  not  agree  upon  the 
doctrine  of  nuUitication ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  thousands,  who  formerly  agreed  in  noth- 
ing, now  agree  in  every  thing,  because  they  do 
i^roe  in  mat  doctrine.  The  history  of  par- 
ties would  prove  the  same  results  in  ^ilar 
oases  in  all  time  past,  and  tbe  same  resolta 
would  follow  similar  causes  in  all  time  to  come 
until  the  nature  and  constitation  of  man  should 
be  essentially  changed. 

TrasDAT,  Haroh  1. 

A^Ution  qf  Slavery  in  the  DUtrictcf  Columbia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  petition 
of  the  Society  of  Friends,  praying  for  the  atxdi- 
tion  of  slavery. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  that  the  petition  be  not  recnved, 

Hr,  PsKHTifle  aaio :  The  petitions  which  have 
been  presented  here  do  not  ask  any  interference, 
or  assert  any  power  in  OonCTess  to  interfere, 
with  slavery  in  the  States^  They  are  confined 
to  slavery  in  this  District  They  complain  of 
its  existence  here  as  a  public  evU,  and  ask  the 
interposition  of  Congress  to  redress  the  griev- 
ance. The  Senator  &om  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  has  moved  that  the  petitions  be  not 
received.  The  Senator  fW}m  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Buohasah)  proposes  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitiona  be  tit  once  reacted. 

Sir,  I  cannot  agree  to  mther  ot  these  motiona. 
They  differ,  to  be  sure,  in  point  of  ibrm,  but  the 
effect  of  both,  it  appears  to  me,  is  substantially 
tiie  same.  The  first  in  order,  the  one  now 
before  the  Senate,  denies,  in  terms,  the  right  to 
petition  at  all  on  the  subject.  The  other,  it  is 
true,  does  not,  in  form,  deny  the  right ;  but 
while  it  professes  to  admit  the  right,  it  proposes 
to  reject  the  prayer  of  the  petitions  imme- 
dlatoly,  without  a  bearing,  and  without  con- 
sideration. They  are  both  essentially  preli- 
minary motions,  precluding  alike  the  usuiu  ref- 
erence and  examination  into  the  merits  of  the 
petitions ;  and,  in  my  judgment,  they  both,  in 
effiact,  abridge  the  right  secured  by  the  consti- 
tution: or,  more  properly  speaking,  the  right 
rect^ized  by  the  crastitntion  as  a  iffe-existing 
Tlght-4  right  original  and  inherent  in  the  peo- 
ple. If  wo  can  make  no  lav  abrid^ng  the 
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right  to  petition,  we  snrely  can  neither  right- 
fculy  refuBe  to  receive  a  petition,  nor  reject  it 
inttanter,  on  its  reception,  -without  a  hearing, 
vithont  an  inqaii7  into  the  sabject-matter. 

The  distinction  between  rejecting  the  jxeti- 
tion,  and  rejecting  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 
immediately  on  ite  being  received,  which  is  the 
tootion  proposed  by  the  Senator  m»n  Pennsyl- 
vania,  is  too  refined  and  abstract,  in  my  appre- 
henaion,  for  a  subject  of  anch  common  and 
nniversal  interest  to  the  people,  as  the  privily 
and  right  to  petition.  The  distinction,  I  must 
repeat,  is,  to  my  mind,  unimportant,  and  exists 
nUher  in  form  than  in  substuice.  The  oharao- 
ter  of  the  motion  is  not  altered,  or  at  all  varie^ 
by  the  circumstance  that  the  motion  admits  of 
discussion.  Disonasion  may  be  had  on  almost 
any  and  every  preliminary  motion.  Discus 
^m,  free  and  Ubttaldisoosoon,  has  been  had  on 
the  motion  not  to  reonve.  Tliat  motira  is  still 
pending ;  and  if  discussion  is  ail  that  is  to  1>e 
looked  to,  erery  object  has  1)een  attained,  and 
gentiemen  may  as  well  vote  for  that  motion  at 
onoe.  The  diq>odtion  proposed  to  be  given  to 
the  petition,  after  it  shul  be  received,  is  equally 
summary,  denying,  as  it  does,  investigation  and 
eonrideration  in  the  accustomed  forms  of  pro- 
oeeding ;  and  though  it  may  be  a  formal  and 
teobniral  compliance  with  the  oonstitntion,  it 
is,  after  all,  to  every  practical  and  essential 
purpose,  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  the  peti- 
tion itselfl  To  receive  the  petition  with  the 
express  view  and  for  no  ouier  purpose  than 
immediately  to  proceed  and  n|{eot  the  prayer 
of  it^  is  truting  the  petition  no  better,  except 
in  mere  matter  of  ceremony,  than  to  refuse  to 
reoeive  it  at  all.  If  we  are  bound  to  receive, 
we  are  bound  to  hear  and  consider ;  and  an 
abrupt  and  premature  rejection  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petition,  if  not  a  denial  of  the  n^ht  to 
petition,  is  a  denial  of  every  thing  belongmg  to 
the  right  which  is  of  any  importance. 

When  petitions  are  decorous  in  their  lan- 
guage, and  contun  nothiB^  which  can  be  justiy 
deemed  intentionally  oKensive;  when  they 
come  from  persons  competent  to  petition,  and 
treat  of  subjeotB  upon  which  it  is  competent 
for  Oougress  to  act,  I  hold  that  we  are  bound 
to  receive  them,  and  i^ve  them  a  respectful 
oounderation.  No  petition,  in  my  opinion, 
oo^t  to  be  reacted,  or  can  constitutionally  be 
rcgeoted  and  reAised  a  hearing,  on  account  of 
the  nature  of  the  subject  of  which  it  treats, 
unless  the  subject  be  obviously  and  nnquestion- 
ably  beyond  Uie  constitntional  power  of  Con- 
gress. With  this  limitation  of  the  right,  it 
belongs,  and  must,  Irom  the  very  nature  of  the 
right,  necessarily  belong,  exclusively  to  the 
petitioners  themselves  to  judge  of  the  subject- 
matter.  If  Congress  can  discriminate  between 
subjects,  and  say  that  upon  some  subjects  peti- 
tions may  be  received,  but  upon  others  they 
shall  not  be  received,  what,  I  ask,  becomes  ca 
the  right  to  petition  I  What  is  the  right 
vorthf  It  will  be  in  vain,  or,  tiiat  ve  ac- 


knowledge  the  right,  if  we  thus  lima  s 
extent,  if  we  thus  control  its  exerdse. 

Hr.  Wkbstbb  expressed  briefly  his  judeia.' 
as  to  the  proper  coarse  to  be  tika^  viib  tLc- 
petititma,  He  thon^t  tbe^  ou^t  to  be 
owved,  referred,  ana  oanaidwea.  That 
what  was  nsoally  done  with  p«titioii»  an  •ti^ 
subjects,  and  what  had  been  anifonulT  i-  v 
heretofore,  with  petitions  on  this  so^ieet  al^> 

Those  who  believed  they  had  an  undo^^Sc 
right  to  petition,  and  that  Congress  hsd  un- 
doubted oonstitutional  authority  over  the?i  - 
jects  to  which  their  petitiona  related,  voz^ 
not  be  satisfied  with  a  refosal  to  reoein  t. 
petitions,  nor  with  a  formal  reception  of  Uec 
followed  by  an  immediate  vote  rtgecth^  tu-1- 
prayer.  In  parliamentary  forms  there  wasio^- 
oifferenoe  between  these  two  modes  of  [.*.- 
oeediuc^  but  it  wouU  be  euuidend  as 
dae  t£an  a  differenoe  in  mere  Ibnik  ^ 
thought  the  question  must  at  some  tine  > 
met,  oonsidered,  and  disoosaed.    In  flds  cl 
ter,  as  in  othen.  Congress  must  etand  c-l  ^ 
reasons.   It  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  shs  ts 
door  agunst  petitions,  and  expect  in  tht:  vr 
to  avoid  discussion.   On  l^e  preaeotme:  . 
the  first  of  these  petitions,  he  had  bee.  ' 
opinion  that  it  ought  to  b<e  referred  tu  '- 
proper  committee.   He  was  of  that  cfE:^ 
stilL   The  subject  could  not  be  stifled.  Iiz^ 
be  discussed,  and  he  wished  it  ahoold  U  & 
cussed  calmly,  dispassionately,  and  fully,  k  - 
its  branches,  and  all  its  bearings.    To  rejec: 
pr^er  ot  a  jntition  at  onoe  -wi^oat  rtfc!a> 
or  conadwation,  waa  not  respectfnl;  at- : 
this  case  nothing  ootdd  be  poosibly  gained  :■- 
g^ing  oat  cS  the  usual  oonrae  oS  re^tMtfLi  e^- 
uderation. 

ifr.  Pbkstok  said :  Mr.  Presidcut,  I  £eii< 
r^ret  the  course  which  this  discasaoa  U 
taken.  I  have  observed  its  progress  with  e:  - 
pun,  witii  a  feeling  of  anxiety  and  ieprKaa.z 
which  I  find  great  difficulty  in  eqve«cg.  1^ 
has  been  mixed  up  with  all  thoee  small  u^--'^ 
of  party  and  personal  bitterness  which,  whcU^: 
properly  or  not,  enter  so  largely  into  the  ox- 
nary  debates  of  the  Senate,  bnt  which  i" 
alt<^ether  misplaoed,  and  daagerons,  vbd 
connected  with  the  oonmderatioo  of  iIl-^ 
deep  and  vital  interests  inrtdved  in  any  ^ 
cussion  of  the  institation  d  davay.  I: » 
very  dedrabl&  as  has  bera  w^  suggested 
the  Senator  from  Massacbosetts,  that,  if  >• 
must  deliberate  on  this  subject,  we  do  so 
all  the  calmness  possble,  and  with  a  delibtfiK 
and  combined  effort  to  do  what  is  beat  sate* 
the  perilous  ciromnstanoes  which  sorrooDd  t. 
unin^uenced  by  the  paltry  purposes  of  p3i;>- 
In  whatever  temper  you  may  come  to  it.  i.-. 
discussion  is  full  of  dsjiger.  The  £sot  that  the 
are  deliberating  on  the  aubject  of  slaverT,'-> 
spires  my  mind  with  the  most  solemn  thooglu 
No  matter  how  it  comes  Ix^ore  you,  no  mtze 
whether  the  questions  be  prdiminary  or  co!l^ 
eral,  you  have  no  jurisdiction  over  it  in  aq;  <s 
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its  aspeetB.    These  doors  shoold  be  closed 
ag^mt  it;  for  yon  have  no  right  to  draw  into 
questi<m  here  an  institntion  ^aranteed  by  tiie 
oonstitutioii,  and  on  which,  m  fact^  the  right 
of  twenty-two  Senators  to  a  seat  in  tUs  hodj 
is  fonnded;  and,  emphatioaDy,  yon  have  no 
right  to  assail,  or  to  permit  to  be  assailed,  the 
domestio  relations  of  a  particular  seotion  of  the 
oountrj,  which  yon  are  incapable  of  appreciat- 
ing, of  which  you  are  necessarily  ignorant, 
whioh  the  constitution  pats  beyond  your  reach, 
and  which  a&ir  coortesy,  it  would  seem,  should 
ezranpt  from  your  disonasion.   It  exacts  some 
patience  in  a  southern  man  to  sit  here  and 
listeii,  day  after  day,  to  eoomerationfl  d  the 
demoralinng  efl^ota  of  his  household  arranse- 
ments,  considered  in  the  abstract— to  hear  his 
condition  of  life  lamented  over,  and  to  see  the 
coolness  with  which  it  is  proposed  to  admit 
petitioners  who  assail,  and  vflify,  and  pity 
him,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  hurt  their 
feelings  if  we  do  not  listen  to  them,   We  sit 
here  and  bear  all  this,  and  more  than  this. 
We  hear  ourselves  accused  of  being  agitators, 
because  we  ask  the  qnestiou,  la  it  the  pleasure 
of  the  Senate  to  hear  those  who  thos  ass^  us  ? 
As  yet,  Mr.  President  the  incendiaries  are  but 
at  your  door  demanding  admittance,  and  it  is 
yet  within  your  power  to  say  to  them  that  they 
shall  not  throw  their  bomii^  brands  upon  this 
floor,  or  propagate  the  conflagration  throngh 
this  Government   Before  you  lend  yourself  to 
their  unhallowed  purposes,  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
or  two  npon  the  actual  condition  of  ^e  aboli- 
tion qaestion;  for  I  greatly  fear,  from  what 
has  transpired  here,  that  it  is  very4iisufficiently 
understood,  and  that  the  danger  of  the  emer- 
gency is  by  no  means  estimated  as  it  ought  to 
be.   God  forbid  that  I  should  permit  any  mat- 
ter of  temporary  interest  or  passdon  to  enter 
into  what  1  am  about  to  tell  yon  of  the  real 
dangers  whioh  environ  as.  l£y  State  has  been 
aasi^ed.    Be  it  so.   Vj  peoolior  prindpIeB 
have  been  denonnoed.  I  snhndt  to  it.  Sar- 
casms, intended  to  be  bitter,  have  been  nttned 
i^l^nst  us.  Let  tb^  pass.  I  win  not  permit 
myself  to  be  disturbed  by  these  things,  or,  by 
retorting  them,  throw  any  sospicion  on  the 
temper  in  which  I  solemnly  warn  both  sections 
this  Union  of  the  impending  dangers,  and 
exhort  this  Senate  to  do  whatever  becomes  its 
wisdom  and  patriotism  nnder  the  oironmstances. 
Let  ns  not  shnt  onr  eyes,  sir,  on  our  condition. 
Borne  gentlemen  have  intimated  that  there  is  a 
purpose  to  get  np  a  panic.   No,  no,  sir,  I  have 
no  saoh  purpose.   A  panic  on  this  subject  is  a 
disaster.  The  stake  is  too  great  to  play  for 
under  a  panic.  In.  the  preeence  of  so  much 
danger  as  I  solemnly  bdieve  e^sta,  I  would 
nther  steady  every  mind  to  the  ooldflst  oon- 
templaliMi  of  it  than  endeavor  to  exdte  my 
own,  or  the  feehngs  of  others,  by  adventidous 
stinmlants.   If  I  over-estimate  the  magnitude 
of  the  dangers  whioh  threaten  as,  it  is  m  spite 
of  myself  ag^nst  my  widies,  and  after  the 
most  deliberate  cQDfli&ratiQD. 


Wbdkbsdat,  March  2. 
Aholitum  of  Slavery  in  the  XHitriet  qf  OoUmSfia, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia, 

The  qaestion  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
OALHoim,  that  the  petition  be  not  received, 

Mr.  Buchanan  s^d :  Let  it  once  be  under- 
stood that  the  sacred  right  of  petition  and  tlie 
cause  of  the  abolitionists  must  rise  or  must  fall 
tc^ther,  and  the  consequences  may  be  fatal. 
I  woold,  therefore,  warn  soathem  gentlemen 
to  reflect  seriously  ia  wiiat  ritnatifm  tb^  place 
thnr  fiienda  to  the  North,  by  indsting  that 
this^tation  shall  not  be reoeived. 

We  have  jnst  as  little  right  to  interfere  with 
slavery  in  the  South  as  we  have  to  touch  the 
right  of  petition.  Whence  is  this  right  derived  I 
Oan  a  repnbiicaa  Government  exist  without  itf 
Man  might  as  well  attempt  to  exist  without 
breathing  the  vital  air.  Ko  Government,  pos- 
sesfflug  any  of  the  elements  of  liberty,  has  ever 
existed,  or  can  ever  exist,  unless  its  citizens  or 
snbjects  enjoy  thb  right  From  the  very  stmc- 
ture  of  your  Government,  from  the  very  eatab- 
liahment  of  a  Senate  and  Honse  of  Bepresent- 
atives,  the  ri^t  of  petition  naturally  and  neces- 
sarily resnltod,  A  repreeentative  republic,  ea* 
tabluhed  by  the  people,  withont  the  people 
having  a  right  to  make  their  wants  and  their 
wishes  known  to  (heir  servants,  would  be  the 
most  palpable  absnrdity.  This  right,  even  if 
it  were  not  expressly  suurtioned  by  the  consti- 
tution,  would  result  from  its  very  nature.  It 
could  not  be  controlled  by  any  action  of  Oon- 
gress.  or  either  branch  of  it  If  the  constitu- 
tion had  been  silent  npon  the  subject,  the  only 
oonseqoence  would  be,  that  it  wonld  stand  in 
the  very  front  rank  of  those  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple which  are  expressly  guaranteed  to  them  by 
the  ninth  artide  of  uia  amendments  to  that 
Instrument,  inserted  from  abundant  bat  neoes- 
BBFT  cantiott.  I  shall  read  this  article.  It 
deoUres  that  "  the  enumeration  In  the  consti- 
tution of  certain  rights  shall  not  he  oonstmed 
to  deny  or  disparage  others  retdned  by  the 
people.**  It  wouldj  without  any  express  pro- 
vision, have  stood  in  the  same  ruik  with  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  and  have 
been  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  a  right  whioh  could  not  have  been 
infringed  without  extinguishing  the  vital  niirit 
of  our  institutions.  If  any  had  been  so  tx>ld 
as  to  attempt  to  violate  it,  it  would  have  been 
a  conclosive  argament  to  say  to  them  that  the 
constitution  has  given  you  no  power  over  the 
right  of  petition,  and  you  dare  not  tonch  it 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Ifr.  Oal- 
Bom)  has  Justly  denominated  the  amendments 
to  the  constitution  as  oar  bill  of  rights.  The 
jealousy  which  the  States  entertained  of  fsdwal 
power  brought  these  amendmente  into  existence. 
They  supposed  that,  in  futore  time^  Congress 
might  deure  to  extend  the  powers  i»  this  Got- 
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ernment,  and  nsurp  rights  which  were  not 

f ranted  them  hj  the  people  of  the  States, 
rem  a  provident  oaation,  thej  have,  in  express 
terms,  denied  to  Oo ogress  vvery  sort  of  con- 
trol oTer  reHgion,  over  the  freedom  of  speech 
and  of  tiiB  press,  luid  over  the  right  of  peti- 
tion. The  first  article  of  the  amendments  de- 
clares that  "Congress  shall  make  no  law 
rejecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
pronibiting  tiie  free  exercise  thereof ;  or  abridg- 
mg  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press ;  or 
the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble^ 
and  to  petition  tiie  Govenunent  for  a  redresB  of 
grievanoes." 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  first  position  t^en  b;* 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  againut  receiv- 
Ing  this  memorial  ?  I  desire  to  quote  him  with 
perfect  accuracy.  He  says  that  the  conatita- 
tion  prohibits  Congress  from  pa^nganylaw  to 
abricCge  ^e  right  of  petition ;  that  to  reftise  to 
reoeive  this  petition  woold  not  be  to  paaa  any 
■ndi  law,  and  tiiat,  therefbre,  the  oonstitntion 
would  not  be  violated  by  snob  a  refiusL 

Does  not  the  Senator  perceive  that,  if  this 
doctrine  can  be  nuuntained,  the  right  of  peti- 
tion  is  gone  forever  f  It  is  a  mere  empty  name. 
The  Senate  would  possess  the  power  of  con- 
trolling it  at  their  will  and  pleasure.  No  mat- 
ter what  may  be  the  prayer  of  any  petition,  no 
matter  how  jnst  may  be  the  grievances  of  the 
people  demanding  redress,  we  may  refuse  to 
near  their  complunta,  and  inform  them  that 
this  is  one  of  oar  prerc^^ves;  because,  to 
refuse  to  reoeive  thor  petition  is  not  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  abridging  their  right  to  petition. 
How  can  the  gentieman  eioi^  from  this  conse- 
quenoo?  Is  the  Senate  to  be  the  arbiter  f  Are 
we  to  decide  what  the  people  may  potion  for, 
and  what  they  shall  not  bring  before  ns  ?  Is 
tiie  servant  to  dictate  to  the  master !  Such  a 
ocmstmction  can  never  be  tiie  true  one. 

The  most  striking  featnre  of  this  argument 
is,  that  the  very  article  of  the  oonstitntion 
which  was  intended  to  guard  the  right  of  peti- 
tion with  the  moat  jealous  care  is  thus  perverted 
from  its  original  intention,  and  made  the  instru- 
ment of  destroying  this  very  right  What  we 
oannot  do  by  taw,  what  is  beyond  the  power 
<d  both  Hooses  at  Oongreas  and  the  President, 
according  to  the  genueman's  argummt,  tiie 
Senate  can  of  iteeu  accomplish.  The  Senate 
alone,  if  his  argument  be  correct,  may  abridge 
tiie  ri^t  of  petition,  acting  in  its  separate 
capacity,  though  it  coald  not,  as  one  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  consent  to  any  law  which  would 
confer  upon  itself  this  power. 

What  is  the  true  history  and  character  of 
this  artide  of  the  constitution?  In  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  the  reign  of  that  "  royal  scoun- 
drel," Charles  II.,  as  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Lsios)  has  jnstiy  denominated  him, 
an  act  of  Parliament  was  passed  abridging  the 
right  of  petition.  It  declared  that  "  no  peti- 
tion to  the  King  or  either  House  of  Fuiia- 
ment,  fbr  aiqr  dteration  in  chnroh  or  state, 
Aall  oe  rigaed  by  above  twen^  penuu^  nnlfiRB 


[MaaeB,l-aL 

the  matter  thereof  be  approved  by  tiirM  ^ 
tioes  of  the  peace,  or  the  mmar  part  ^l- 
grand  jury  in  the  county  ;  ana  in  Londcc  r 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  oamiDOB  toe 
oil;  nor  ^oll  any  petition  be  praaeatri  ~ 
more  tiian  ten  persons  at  a  tiine.**  Earh  Ssi 
tor  will  readi^  peSveive  tbat  the  of  pr 
tion  was  thus  laid  almost  entirely  prwtnii . 
the  feet  of  the  Sovereign.  The  jnatioes  of  u 
peace,  aad  the  sheriSb  who  aeleoted  tfae^nc 
juries,  were  his  creatores,  appointed  and 
moved  at  his  pleasure.  Ont  of  the  ntr  r 
London,  without  their  consent,  no  petiotK  :'- 
an  alteration  in  church  or  state  cooM  be  ac^. 
by  more  than  twenty  individuala.  At  ±: 
revolution  of  1688,  the  bill  of  ri^ts  goxmetL 
to  English  subjects  the  ri^t  of  petitimBSf  ^ 
King,  but  the  courts  of  jnstxce  aedded  ^ 
did  not  repeal  the  ststate  at  the  seooiid  Cteift 
TUfl  statute  still  remidned  in  force  at  the  ^ 
tion  of  the  federal  oonstitntion.  Sndi  n  t' 
state  of  the  law  in  that  conntzy,  finam 
we  have  derived  most  of  oar  institutious.Tig 
this  amendment  to  the  oonstitntion  waf  adoc'*.-. 

Although  the  constitation,  as  it  came  b: 
the  hands  of  its  framera,  gave  to  Cougras 
power  to  tonch  the  right  of  petition,  y«t 
of  the  States  to  whom  it  was  snbimtttdt' 
ratdflcation,  apprehending  tJiBt  the  time  blt 
arrive  when  Congress  would  be  disposed  t  x 
like  the  British  Parliamrat,  expressly  witbh^ 
the  subject  from  our  conlxoL    Not  satisfiedir 
the  fEKit  that  no  power  over  it  had  been  psz:- 
by  the  ooDstitntion,  they  detwmined  to 
hibit  us,  in  express  tenns,  frcmi  ever  exBac: 
such  a  power.   This  is  the  true  histisyof 
first  article  of  our  bill  of  rights. 

The  veiy  language  of  this  amemdnMnt  ist: 
contains  the  strongest  recognition  of  the  rir: 
of  petition.  In  the  dearest  terms,  it  pm^ 
poses  its  existence.  How  can  yon  ^ri^  i 
right  which  had  no  previous  existence  f  'C*: 
this  question  I  deem  the  argnment  of  my  frit:^ 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  King)  oraiclnnve.  Tz^ 
amendment  assumes  that  the  people  hiTei.- 
right  to  petition  for  the  redress  of  grienms 
and  places  it  beyond  the  power  of  Coiutw  & 
touch  tills  sacred  ri^t  The  troth  ia^  tiial 
antiunrsof  the  ammdnKnt  believed  t^ti>!<i 
GovwnmMit  of  sncih  trttnendona  power,  tJo:  it 
was  neoessary,  in  express  toms,  to  wttUn* 
from  its  grasp  tbdr  most  essential  ricfatsL  Tit 
ri^t  of  every  dtum  to  worship  his  G«d  *■ 
cording  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  ocmsdemn 
his  ri^t  freely  to  speak  and  freely  to  prist  i^- 
publish  his  thoughts  to  the  world,  and  fais  riA'' 
to  petition  the  Government  fw  a  redrw 
grievances,  are  placed  entirely  beyond  the  cos- 
trol  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stafta.  x 
either  of  its  branches.  There  may  they 
remain  I  These  fundamental  {Kincqile?  H 
liberty  are  companions.  They  rest  npoa  tbi 
same  foundation.  They  most  stand  or  mi> 
fidl  together.  They  wIU  be  inaintHited  so  kc; 
as  Aineriican  liberty  shall  eodore. 

The  next  argument  advanced  by  the  getfU* 


AboUtioH  of  Sknay  m  the  IXatiict  of  Coiwmbia. 


Digili^d  by  Google 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


786 


Mabch,  1SS6.] 

man  is,  that  w6  are  not  bonnd  to  reooive  this 
petition,  beoanse  to  grant  its  pr^er  would  be 
nnconsUtatiwal  I  Li  this  argament  I  shall  not 

touch  the  qnestion,  whether  Congress  possess 
the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Distriet  of 
Columbia  or  not  Suppose  they  do  not,  can 
the  gentleman  maintam  the  position  that  we 
are  authorized  by  the  constitution  to  refuse  to 
receive  a  petition  from  the  people,  because  we 
may  deem  the  object  of  it  uQconstitQtional. 
Whence  is  any  such  restriction  of  the  right  of 
petition  derived  ?  Who  ^ve  it  to  us  ?  Is  it 
to  be  found  in  the  constitution  ?  The  people 
are  not  constitutional^  lawyers ;  but  th^  ieel 
oppression,  and  know  when  ibajan  aggrieved, 
rbey  present  th^  oomplaints  to  ns  in  the 
Conn  of  a  p^ition.  I  aw,  br.what  authority 
can  we  refiue  to  receive  it  I  They  have  a  i^t 
to  spread  their  wishes  and  their  wants  ben>re 
us,  and  to  ask  for  redress.  We  are  bound  re* 
spectfuUy  to  consider  their  request;  and  the  best 
answer  which  we  can  ^ve  tnem  is,  that  they 
have  not  conferred  upon  us  the  power,  under 
the  ConstitQtion  of  the  United  States,  to  grant 
tbem  the  relief  which  they  desire.  On  any 
other  principle  we  may  first  decide  that  we 
have  no  power  over  a  particular  subject,  and 
then  refuse  to  hear  the  petitions  of  the  people 
in  relation  to  it  We  woold  thus  place  the 
coQBtitntional  rij^t  of  oar  eonstitoents  to  peti- 
tion at  the  mercy  of  onr  own  discretion. 

The  pTDposition  is  almost  too  plain  for  argu- 
ment, that  if  the  people  have  a  constitutional 
right  to  petition,  a  corresponding  duty  is  im- 
posed upon  ns  to  receive  their  petitions.  From 
the  very  nature  of  things,  rights  and  duties  are 
reciprocal.  The  human  mind  cannot  conceive 
of  the  one  without  the  other.  They  are  relative 
terras.  If  the  people  have  a  right  to  command, 
it  is  the  duty  of  uieir  servants  to  obey.  If  I 
have  a  right  to  a  sum  of  money,  it  is  the  duty 
of  my  debtor  to  pay  it  to  me.  If  the  people 
have  a  right  to  petition  their  tepreaentadTea, 
it  is  our  duty  to  reo^re  th^r  petition. 

This  question  was  solemnly  determined  by 
the  Senate  more  than  thirty  years  ago.  Nei- 
ther before  nor  since  that  time,  so  tar  as  I  can 
learn,  has  the  general  right  of  petition  ever 
been  called  in  question,  until  the  motion  now 
under  consideration  was  made  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  Of  course  I  do  not 
speak  of  cases  embraced  within  the  exception 
which  I  have  just  stated.  No  Senator  has  ever 
contended  that  this  is  one  of  them.  To  prove 
my  position,  I  shall  read  an  extract  from  our 
journals: 

On  Uooday,  the  Slst  Juiaaiy,  1806,  "  Mr.  Logan 
presented  a  pedtioD,  signed  Thomas  Uorru,  cleA,  in 
behalf  of  the  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  called  Quakers,  in  Pennaylrania,  Xew  Jersey, 
&C.,  stating  that  the  petitionera,  from  a  sense  of 
reli^ons  duty,  had  agsm  come  fonrard  to  plead  the 
cause  of  their  oppr^sed  and  degiaded  fellow-men 
of  the  AAioan  race;  and  on  the  qoestkm,  "SuH 
this  petition  bereeeiTedt"  Upaased  bithe  afflnna- 
tive:  yeas  19,  n^  9. 


"The  yeas  and  nays  b^ng  required  by  (me-fiftb 

of  the  Senators  present — 

"  Those  who  voted  in  the  afBnnaUve  are, 

"  Messrs.  Adams,  Massachusetts ;  Alcott,  New 

Hampehire ;  Bayard,  Delaware ;  Brown,  Kentucky ; 

Condict,  New  Jersey;  Franklin,  North  Carolina; 

Hillhooae,  Connecticut ;  Howland,  Rhode  Island ; 

Logan,  Pennsylvania:  Haclay,  Pennsylvania;  Mitdi- 

ell,  New  Yoi4 ;  Pickering,  MasBachusette ;  dinner. 

New  Hampshire ;  Smith,  Ohio ;  Smith,  Vermont ; 

Stone,  North  Carolina;  Snmpter,  South  Carolina; 

White,  Delaware ;  Worthington,  Ohio. 
"And  those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are, 
"  UesBra.  Anderson,  Tennessee ;  Baldwin,  Geor^ ; 

Bradley,  Vermoot ;   Cocke,  Termessee ;  Jadooa, 

Georgia ;  Moore,  Vuginia ;  Smith,  Maiyland ;  Smith, 

New  York;  Wright,  Maryland. 
"So  the  petition  was  read." 

The  Senate  wiU  perodve  that  I  have  added 
to  the  names  of  the  members  o£  tiie  Senate 
that  of  the  States  wbiofa  they  each  lepresented. 
The  Senator  from  Booth  Carolina  wiU  see  that 
among  those  who,  upon  this  occasion,  sustained 
the  right  of  petition,  there  is  found  the  name 
of  General  Snmpter,  his  distinguished  predeces- 
sor. I  wish  him,  also,  to  observe  Qiat  bnt 
seven  Senators  firom  the  slaveholding  States 
voted  against  receiving  the  petition ;  altiious^ 
it  was  of  a  character  well  calculated  to  exoite 
their  hostile  and  jealous  feelings. 

The  present,  sir,  is  a  real  controversy  between 
liberty  and  power.  In  my  humble  jndgment^ 
it  is  fiur  the  most  important  qnestitm  which  has 
been  before  the  Senate  rince  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  oooupying  a  seat  in  this  body.  It  \r_  a 
contest  between  those,  however  unintentionally, 
who  dei^  to  abridge  the  right  of  the  people^ 
in  asking  their  servants  for  a  redress  of  gnev- 
ancea,  and  those  who  derare  to  leave  it,  as  the 
constitution  left  it,  free  as  the  air.  Petitions 
ought  ever  to  find  their  way  into  the  Senate 
without  impediment;  and  I  trust  that  the 
deoifflon  upon  this  question  will  result  in  the 
estebUsment  of  one  of  the  dearest  li^ta  whioh 
a  free  people  can  eigoy. 

Now,  nr,  why  should  the  Senator  from  South 
Caroliiu  urge  the  motimi  whioh  he  has  made? 
I  wish  I  eoidd  persuade  him  to  withdraw 
We  of  tiie  Norui  honestly  belfeve,  and  I  feel 
confident  he  will  not  doubt  our  sincerity,  that 
we  cannot  vote  for  his  motion  without  violat- 
ing our  duty  to  God  and  to  the  country — witb- 
oat  disregarding  the  oath  which  we  have  sworn 
to  support  the  constitotion.  This  is  not  the 
condition  of  those  who  advocate  his  motion. 
It  is  not  pretended  that  the  constitution  imposes 
any  oblinition  upon  them  to  vote  for  this  mo- 
tion.  With  them  it  is  a  question  of  mere  ex- 

rdienoy ;  with  us,  one  of  constitutional  duty, 
ask  gentiemen  of  the  Soutli,  for  their  own 
sake,  as  well  as  for  tiiat  of  their  friends  in  the 
North,  to  vote  fininat  Ihls  motion.  It  will 
place  ns  all  in  a  olse  podtion,  where  neither 
their  sentiments  nor  ours  will  be  properly 
understood. 

I  shaU  now  proceed  to  defend  my  own  mo- 
tion from  the  attacks  which  have  been  made 


Digitized  by 


736 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THE 


Ahotiikm  Q/Slavmj  m  th«  DiMriet  of  OoboHHa. 


Tipon  it.  It  has  been  equally  opposed  by  both 
extremes.  I  have  not  found,  npon  the  present 
occasion,  the  maxim  to  be  trne,  that  "  in  medio 
tutUtimiu  tbisJ"  llie'Senator  from  Lonisiana, 
(Mr.  PoBTSB,)  and  the  Senator  from  Massaohn- 
aetta,  (Mr.  Webstkb,)  seem  boOi  to  bdieve  that 
litUe,  if  any,  different^  exists  between  the 
refnsol  to  receive  a  petition,  and  the  rejection 
of  ita  prayer  after  it  has  been  received.  In- 
deed, the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  whom  I 
am  happy  to  call  my  Mend,  says  he  can  see  no 
difference  at  all  between  these  motions.  At 
the  moment  I  heard  this  remark,  I  was  in- 
clined to  believe  that  it  proceeded  from  that  con- 
fusion of  ideas  which  sometimes  exists  in  the 
clearest  beads  of  that  conntry  from  which  he 
derives  his  origin,  and  from  which  I  am  myself 

Eroud  to  be  descended.  What,  nr,  no  difference 
etween  rising  to  reoeiTe  a  request  at  all, 
and  Botnally  reot^ving  it  and  oonsiderhig  it 
respectflilly,  and  afterwards  deciding,  witfaont 
del^,  that  tt  is  not  in  yonr  power  to  grant  it  I 
There  is  no  man  in  the  country,  acquainted 
with  the  meaning  of  the  plainest  words  in  the 
English  language,  who  will  not  recognize  the 
^stinction  in  a  moment. 

If  a  constituent  of  that  gentleman  should 
present  to  him  a  written  request,  and  he  shoold 
tell  him  to  go  about  his  business,  and  take  his 
paper  with  hira,  that  he  would  not  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  him  or  it :  this  would  be  to 
refuse  to  receive  the  petition. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  gentleman  should 
receive  this  written  request  of  his  constituent, 
read  it  over  carefaUy  uid  respectfully,  and  file 
it  away  among  his  papers,  but,  findu^  it  was 
of  an  unreasonable  or  dangerotui  character,  he 
should  inform  him,  without  taking  farther  time 
to  reflect  upon  it,  that  the  case  was  a  pl^  one, 
and  that  he  could  not,  consistently  with  what 
he  believed  to  be  bis  duty,  grant  the  request : 
this  would  bo  to  r^ect  the  prayer  of  the 
petition. 

There  is  as  much  difference  between  the  two 
cases,  as  there  would  be  between  kicking  a  man 
down  stairs  who  attempted  to  enter  jour  house, 
and  receiving  him  poutely,  examining  his  re- 
quest, and  then  refh^g  to  comply  wim  it. 

In  making  the  moticBi  now  b^cve  tiie  Senate, 
I  intended  to  adopt  as  strong  a  measure  as  I 
could,  consistently  with  the  right  of  petiticm 
and  a  proper  respect  for  the  petitioners,  I  am 
the  last  man  in  the  world  who  would,  inten- 
ticmaDy,  treat  these  respectable  constituents  of 
my  own  with  'disrespect.  I  know  them  well, 
and  prize  them  highly.  On  a  former  occasion 
I  did  ample  jostice  to  their  character.  I  deny 
that  they  are  abolitionists.  I  cannot,  however, 
conceive  how  any  person  could  have  supposed 
that  it  was  disrespectftil  to  them  to  refuse  to 
OTant  their  prayer  m  the  first  instance,  and  not 
disrespeotfiil  to  refhse  to  grant  it  after  their 
memorial  had  been  referred  to  a  committee. 
In  the  first  oase'thrar  memorial  will  be  received 
by  the  Senate,  and  will  be  filed  among  the  rec- 
ords of  the  country.  That  it  has  aliMdy  bem 


the  subject  of  soffictent  deUbenticn  uA  > 
bate,  that  it  has  already  ooenpied  s  dne  pom  ^ 
of  the  time  of  the  Sraiate,  canoot  be 
or  denied.  Every  one  acquainted  irii  tt 
proceedings  of  courts  ot  ju^ue  ninst  tatiti 
often,  very  often,  when  prtittona  an  maa. 
to  them,  the  requaat  is  refbsed  winoa  cj 
delay.  This  is  always  done  in  a  ae,hi 
competent  judge.  And  ye^  who  enr  htia 
that  tliis  was  treating  the  p^ilMm  vitlic- 
re^ct !  In  order  to  be  reqwctfol  to  tin 
memorialists,  must  we  go  throng  the  msai 
ing  form,  in  this  case,  of  referring  the  ma- 
rial  to  a  oommittee^  oaA  pretotdiog  ta  iat 
erate,  when  we  are  now  all  fiiUj  pi^Kcdt 
decide  f 

I  repeat,  too,  that  I  intended  to  nub  ^ 
strong  a  motion  in  this  case  as  tbe  oxs- 
stanees  would  Justify.  It  is  necBMijtiairt 
should  use  every  ocnutitatunial  eftvt  b  » 
press  the  a^ti^on  whldt  now  diAnhif 
land.  This  uneoe89airy,aamndi  for  tbehsi 
ness  and  fiiture  prospects  of  the  dare  ufiii 
security  of  the  master.  Before  this  sttnabtf 
to  rage,  the  laws  in  regard  to  dares  had  k 
greatly  ameliorated  by  the  slavebcJding  Stc; 
they  enjoyed  many  privil^es  which  vnt  = 
known  in  former  timee.  Li  someof  tbe^- 
States  prospective  and  gradual  emms^ 
was  publicly  and  seriously  discussed.  Biim 
thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  ahoUtioDi^^ 
slaves  have  been  deprived  of  these 
and,  whilst  the  inter^^  of  the  Unks  if  ^ 
dangered,  thor  ]noroeot  cS  final  flDnq;*' 
is  delayed  to  an  indefinite  poiod.  "^^^ 
this  question  where  the  oonstitatiffli  his  l^  .- 
to  the  fllaveholding  States  themsdves,  is  e^^! 
dictated  by  a  humane  r^^rd  fortheeltTc: 
well  as  for  their  ma^ra. 

Hr,  WAI.KEB  said:  We  are  >>» 
threshold  of  this  discosaion  by  a  prelimisB? 
question,  wMch  is  honestly  beUeved  b;  ob: 
of  all  parties  irom  the  South  as  »  ^ 
North,  to  interpose  a  oonstitolicHul  burfc' 
ag»nst  the  rejection  of  this  petition.  J*  t^- 
told  that  to  r^ect  the  petition  is  to  kbnd^'-' 
right  of  petition  and  to  violate  the  coastitK'* 
With  my  oath  to  support  that  sacred  iit^ 
ment  yet  freeh  upcn  my  Ups and  green i^cj 
memo^,  did  I  nppose  tiw  a  cinslatipu 
obligation  was  imp<ned  upon  ns  to 
petitions  addreased  and  presented  to  iM^ 
ever  their  langaage^  oharactw,  or 


infinitely 

do  not  desire  to  secure  those  ri^ts  l?''*^ 
pling  down  the  constitution  of  the  Umto- 
The  first  article  of  the  ameodmoita  to 
oonstitution  ia  relied  upon  as  denying '^"^^ 
power  to  reject  this  petition.  Th«t«rtia"-»' 
follows;  "Congress  ahaU  mske  no  law  r*^'; 
ing  an  establishment  of  relipon,  or 
the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridgiiig 
dom  of  speech  or  of  the  press;  « t^'Sv 
the  people  peaceably  to  asaemUeffd  to  pw=« 
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tbe  GoTemment  for  a  redren  of  grieruioeB." 
"What  ia  it  on  this  Bnbjeot  th&t  Congress  cannot 
do  ?   It  can  **  make  no  law  "  "  abridging  "  '*  the 
right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  to 
petition  the  Oovemment  for  a  redress  of  ^ev- 
ances."   Do  we  propose  to  abridge  this  right  J 
Do  we  attempt  to  saj  to  the  people,  either  bj 
a  law  or  otherwise,  that  they  shaJl  not  peace- 
ably assemble  and  petition  the  Goveniment  for 
a  redress  of  grievanoee  f  Do  we  say  they  shall 
not  aaiemble,  or  that^  when  assembled,  they 
sliall  not  petition!  Or  eyen  that,  when  tbe 
petition  ia  subsoribed,  they  shall  not  present  it 
n>r  the  action  of  this  body  t  We  say  none  of 
these  things.   Notwithstanding  oar  refhsal  to 
receive  this  petition,  the  people  may  again 
assemUe,  agam  sabstuibe  and  present  here  an- 
other and  another  petition,  pretasely  similar  to 
that  now  before  ns ;  and  tins  right  we  do  not 
undertake  to  abridge  or  question.   But  when 
the  people  have  fDlly  exercised  and  ezhansted 
the  right  of  petition,  as  aecored  by  the  oonsti- 
tntion,  and  presented  that  petition  here,  then 
onr  rights  begin,  and  we  may,  in  determining 
the  o^er  of  oar  own  proceedings,  reject  the 
whole  petition ;  or,  what  is  nearly  the  same 
things  i^eot  the  prayer,  which  ia  the  vital  put 
of  it,  or  refer  the  petition,  <h*  postpone  indefi- 
nitely the  oonadwation  of  ii^  or  Jay  it  upon 
the  taMe,  to  ideep  the  sleep  of  death,  and  the 
oonatitational  rights  of  the  people  are  not  in- 
fringed by  adop&ig  any  c£  these  modes.  I  am 
not  willing  to  be  aooosed    violating  the  sacred 
right  of  petition ;  my  veneration  of  that  right 
is  as  great  as  that  of  any  Senator  npon  uiis 
floor ;  but  this  right  ia  not  aasuled  or  invaded 
by  refosing  to  receive  the  petition,  bnt  remains 
in  its  fidl  force,  nnimpaired  and  nndimiiWied, 
subject  to  be  exercised  in  all  its  extent,  when- 
ever the  people  reserve  to  petition  for  a  redress 
of  grievances.  I  xeptat     we  do  not  say  that 
the  people  shall  not  aaaemble — that  they  shall 
not  ]petitiott^that  tiiey  shall  not  present  th^ 
petitums  here— we  do  not,  In  any  manner,  limit 
the  action  of  the  petitioners,  either  by  the 
adoption  of  any  law  or  rule  on  this  subieot ; 
we  do  not  even  say  that  this  petition  ah^  not 
be  read  or  discnaaed;  bnt  when  all  this  has 
taken  place,  we  may  reftise  to  receive  the  peti- 
tion, either  because  its  language  is  offensive,  or 
becanse  it  asks  ns  to  violate  onr  oaths  and  the 
constitution,  or  because  it  requests  ns  to  dis- 
turb the  harmony  of  the  Union,  or  for  any  other 
cause  the  Senate  may  deem  sufficient,  for  the 
constitution  is  silent  upw  this  topic,  leaving  it 
where  it  oiwht  to  be  left^  to  tiie  sonnd.  veH- 
regnlated  discretion  of  the  Saute  oa  this  snb- 
Ject;  and  as  we  cannot  and  do  not  undertake 
to  limit  or  prracribe  the  manner  in  which  the 
people  shall  exercise  the  right  of  petition,  so 
neitner  can  we  permit  these  or  any  other  peti- 
tioners to  usurp  the  power  of  this  body,  and 
dictate  the  manner  In  which  we  shall  act  npon 
thmr  petition.  Nor  is  there  anr  thing  clearer 
to  my  mind,  than  that  to  compel  the  Senate  to 
ToL.m— 47 
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receive  all  petitions,  however  wild  or  visionary 
they  might  be,  or  deetmotive  of  the  Union  or  o£ 
the  constitutirai,  would  be  to  interpolate  In  that 
instrument  a  most  dangerous  provision.  Si^k 
pose  the  Senate  refuse  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
these  petitioners,  and  that  another  and  anotiier 
petition  for  the  same  purpose  ia  presented  &om 
day  to  day,  and  week  to  week,  must  we  for- 
ever continue  to  receive  these  petitions,  and 
render  tbe  Senate  a  re^^tering  tribunal  for 
abolition  memorials,  denouncii^  the  institutiona 
and  people  of  the  South?  Hy  constituents 
have  rights  (a  this  floor,  as  well  as  these  peti- 
tioners ;  and  I  shall  not,  to  gratify  the  blind 
fanaticism  or  gangrened  malice  of  uiese  or  any 
other  abolitionists,  put  in  Jeopardy  ^  that  is 
dear  to  the  people  of  Hiatiauppi,  1^  consenting 
to  receive  these  or  any  other  petitions  of  a 
^milar  character. 

It  is  said  that  to  reject  a  petition  is  to  render 
the  right  of  petition  an  empty  form.  As  weH 
might  it  be  contended  that  to  reject  the  prayer, 
which  ia  the  vital  part  of  the  petition,  would 
render  nugatory  the  right  of  petition,  as  to  say 
that  this  right  is  invaded  by  rejecting  the  peti- 
tion itself  To  r^eot  the  prayer  is  to  deprive 
the  memorial  of  all  vitality — ^to  make  it  a  dead 
letter,  an  empty  sound,  a  mere  preambulaiy — 
nothing.  A  petition  without  a  prayer  Is  an 
absurdity — it  is  not  a  petitim ;  and  if  we  may 
reject  a  part  of  the  petition,  tbe  onfy  part  which 
makes  it  a  petition,  wh^r  may  we  not  reject  the 
whole  petition  I  A  petition  is  a  written  prayer 
for  us  to  do  or  not  to  do  a  certain  act ;  and  if 
we  r^ect  the  prayer,  we  do  substantially  reject 
the  petition  itself,  li  the  rejection  of  these 
petitions  could  induce  the  abolitionists  to  refrain 
from  sending  here  any  fiuther  similar  memo- 
rials, it  should  constitute  a  strong  reason  in 
favor  of  adopting  this  motion.  It  Is  becanse  I 
wish,  not  by  the  enactment  of  any  law,  or  the 
adoption  of  any  rule  abridging  the  light  of  peti- 
tion, but  by  the  moral  inSnenee  of  oar  votes 
and  opinions,  to  arrest  the  transmission  of 
abolitirai  memorials  to  this  Honse,  that  I  vote 
agmnst  reoriving  the  petition.  The  fiiends  of 
both  motions  are  equally  opposed  to  the  aboli- 
tionists ;  both  desire  to  put  out  these  balls  of 
fiune,  which  are  kindled  at  the  North  in  the 
fires  of  fanaticism,  and  blown  into  tenfold  fury 
here,  in  tbe  very  act  of  endeavoring  to  extin- 
guiab  them. 

There  is  another  reason  influencingme  to 
oppose  the  reception  of  thia  petition.  Why  re- 
ceive the  petition,  when  the  Government  has 
no  onutitntional  poww  to  grant  the  redress 
requested  t  "Would  not  the  reception  of  tiie 
petition,  under  snch  circumstances,  be  an  idle 
ceremony}  Oongreas  has  no  constitutiodal 
power  to  abolish  davery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  It  is  sud,  Oongress  has  a  grant  of 
"  exclusve  le^slation  over  this  District  So 
has  Congress,  under  the  same  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution, "  like  authority  "  over  "  all  places  ^' 
pnrQhased  from  any  <tf  the  Statea ;  and  npon 
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the  same  principles.  Congress  might  therefore 
abolish  ^rery  in  all  those  places  porcbased  io 
the  slaveliotdiiig  States,  or,  what  is  still  strong- 
er, introdaoe  and  ettabliah  aUTer;^  is  all  those 
plwMi  pnrehated  frtnn  the  non-aUTduddiag 
Btatea.  But  thia  ia  a  grant  of  "  ezoluire,"  not 
of  vnlimited,  power (Hiegidation ;  agrutonl^ 
irf  Ici^alattTO  power  over  the  Diatnct,  to  the 
exdnsion,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,"  of  anj 
ooDcorrent  jnrisdiction.  There  are,  however, 
otiier  olanses  in  the  oonaUtntioD  which  limit 
and  restrict  this  power  as  reoardp  thia  District, 
especially  the  provision  whidi  forbids  Oongreas 
to  deprive  any  citizen  of  his  "  propertj  "  "  with- 
out due  process  of  law ;  "  and  Aulher  declares, 
"  nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public 
use  without  justoompensation."  Butthis  peti- 
tion propoaee  to  take  ftom  the  people  <£  this 
District  tiieir  slavea,  which  are  their  "  private 
propertj,"  "without  doe  proeeaa  of  law," 
**  witliont  etnnpenution,^'  and  for  no  "  pahllo 
lise^"  the  only  caae  in  which  private  pr^Mrty 
ou  be  taken,  even  with  onnpenaatlon ;  and 
that  compensation,  the  Bnpreme  Court  of  the 
Union  has  decide^  luiut  orst  be  paid  or  ten- 
dered under  the  finding  <tf  a  jniy  of  the  country. 
To  liberate  the  daves  of  this  District,  even  with 
oompeosatioQj  would  be  equally  a  violation  of 
the  constitution ;  for,  to  liberate  them,  is  not 
to  take  them  for  the  use  of  the  public,  by  a 
.tranter  of  property  to  the  Govermnent  or  its 
.,wants.  Uuess,  then,  this  Government  has  the 
P^V^ij  which  none  pretend,  to  purchase  and 
'n^d  laareB,  to  gratify  the  morbid  sensibility' of 
a  fe^  ofaerable  faoalacs,  it  can  never,  in  any 
manner,  ^ctopsUtotioDally  affect  tlie  insdtation 
of  Blay^  is  tiiis  District.  Do  not  the  people 
ftf  thia  iJ^^Qit  lire  under  the  guarantees  of  the 
Aonstitvtiou.)  Or  ooold  Congress,  by  the  mere 
passs^e  of  « ]^w,  |t^e  from  the  people  of  thia 
Distnet  their  lafids.  }helr  lots,  their  houses,  as 
well  «8  their  slavesl  )/  Congress  have  sndi  a 
|>over,  the  (jioveriQ^i^t  ^  tms  District  ia  the 
^Imax  of  deapotimv 


ToBSoxT,  March  8, 

Territarial  Xnt0mal  Tmpropg^mt^Satiroad 
and  Oawa  i»  th*  Territo/ry ^fif  Florida, 

On  motion  of  Vr,  Eivo,  of  AJabima,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  ^fll  to  au^ior- 
ize  the  East  Florida  Railroad  Company  tQ  make 
a  road  through  the  publio  lands,  qow  .lying  on 
the  tal^. 

Variona  amendmanta,  proposed  by  Ur,  Pavu, 
having  been  adi^ted,  toe  bill  waa  cffdered  to  1>e 


)n  motion  of  Kr.  Kiva,  of  Alabama,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Fenaocola  and  Perdido  Canal  Company 
to  make  a  canal  tlirough  the  pnblio  lands,  now 


on  Uie  table. 


DxTia  moved  variona  amendments  to  the 
Un,  which  were  agreed  to,  and  the  1^  was 
.prdcred  to  be  engroMwd. 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  speoal  a^. 
being  the  petition  of  the  Society  of  Friendii: 
Philadeljkhia,  prayiog  Ibr  the  sbid^  i 
slavery  in  the  iHsraot  of  OoImnMiL 

The  qneetion  pending  being  on  the  motkoi^ 
Kr.  Oalhovn,  that  the  petitirai  be  not  iwktfA, 

Kr.  Euro,  of  Alabama,  s^d :  Tbeqnestioiitt- 
fore  them  was  that  rused  by  th^  Smtorfri 
South  Carolina,  OCr.  Oalbous,)  "Shsllitx 
memorial  be  received  I  "  He  sbonld  bot 
Bume  the  time  of  that  body,  if  he  sttanpted  ic 
add  any  thing  to  tlie  able  argument  of  Itis 
friend  fh>m  Georgia,  (Kr,  Eixo,)  bo  stmig^ 
and  clearly  enforced  by  his  friend  from  Ym 
sylvania,  ([Mr.  BvoHANAir,)ontheoonsHtiitio[a: 
principle  involved.  He  ahould  therefore  ki<t 
the  question,  as  it  seemed  to  him,perfect]T*'r 
Ued. 

The  right  of  petition  was  adnutted  ta  il 
hands  to  DO  one  of  the  most  sacred  ngtltsi^ 
herited  from  our  ancestors.  It  was  secured  tv 
us  by  the  oonstitution — not  granted,  foritra 
inherent  in  the  very  natnre  of  our  GoTenunet 
and  was  not  to  be  set  aside  under  any  etms- 
Btances.  Should  they,  therefore,  to  SDswef  t^f 
purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  tiiese  sMiux 
petitions,  (and  cert^ly,  in  the  opinion  of  nan. 
It  would  not  have  that  effect,)  should  tbetp^^ 
occasion  to  many  well-meaoing  6tvm 
array  themselves  on  the  side  of  those  in 
persons  the  right  of  petition  might  be  Ti<diie^ 
and  to  unite  with  them  in  theproeecnti(«cf<E 
enterprise  thOT  would  not  othenriM  bin 
thought  of?  We  ihoaU  be  oantiooB  (swdsr- 
E.)  how  we  give  oocadon  to  these  abditi<B^ 
to  shift  the  odium  firom  themselves  to  a  deda^ 
of  the  Senate.  Even  if  he  admitted  the  oon-C- 
tntionality  of  refuung  to  receive  the  memom. 
he  would  hesitate  long  before  he  punned  i 
course  calculated  to  produce  unfavorable  in- 
pressions  in  the  minds  of  our  fellow-citiieK 
simply  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  Since  tbc 
commencement  of  the  present  Congress,  ttos 
individuals  associated  together  for  tbe  pQipf^ 
of  afptating  the  pnblio  mind,  and  distnrbj^ 
the  peace  of  the  South,  had  increased  beyood 
all  oalculatioD.  They  had  their  agents  oe' 
eTerywhere,  distributing  their  tracts 
phlete,  and  were  pouring  oat  th«rtreaBcrevitli 
a  laviui  hand,  to  sabudize  presses,  and  aieam 
papers,  for  the  purpose  of  operating  on  "i^ 
very  deliberations  that  were  then  goinS  ^' 
thus  endeavoring  to  bring  to  bear  on  Gongr^ 
the  power  of  the  abolition  societies,  find 
influence  of  the  presses  which  they  had  !«t  fP' 
with  the  acknowledged  design  of  prodocmg 
action  here.  Now,  he  would  not  nnoertate  w 
say  that  the  discosuon  which  had  talteo  pis" 
had  had  tiie  effect  of  stimulating  the  eiert!"!^ 
f}f  these  mifuuided  men,  bat  he  felt 
was  too  mn(£  reason  to  that  it  bad  dwe  ^ 
If  thU  was  not  the  case,  he  wonld  ast; 
had  the  aealons  efforts  of  these  alMlitioo»| 
heretofore  fiOIed  in  producing  the  efteet  titV 
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had  intoidedt  For  itwuiindmlaUeth^they 
had  hitherto  ftiiled  in  prodndng  saoh  aa  effect ; 
and  it  mast  have  been  because  Congress  did 
not  give  consequence  to  their  memorials  by  a 
protracted  discussion,  bat  passed  them  by  with 
silent  contempt. 

The  reception  of  these  memorials  was  so 
strongly  impressed  on  his  mind  to  be  the  only 
true  policy,  that  he  coald  not  resist  the  obliga- 
tions of  duty  which  impelled  him  to  urge  me 
Senate  to  pursue  that  course.  They  had  been 
told  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
Blaoe,)  that  many  of  the  State  L^islatnres 
had  acted  on  aaoh  memorials,  and  ItiM.  revised 
to  receive  thou.  But,  said  Ifr.  E..  we  have 
our  own  rule  of  action  prescribed  by  the  oonsti- 
tation,  and  are  not  to  be  governed  by  what  has 
been  aone  in  the  State  Legislatures.  The  re- 
ception of  petitions  had  been  compared  to  the 
introdocUoa  of  bills  on  leave ;  and  they  had 
been  told  b^  the  ^tleman  from  Utssdssippi  that 
even  here,  in  this  body,  they  had  refused  per- 
mission to  introdnce  bills  in  extraordinary  coses. 
That  was  very  triie  as  regarded  the  introduction 
of  bills ;  but  the  principle  on  which  they  had 
been  refused  did  not  apply  to  petitions.  He 
recollected  a  case  where  a  resolntlon  which  an 
honorable  Senator  from  Kissomi  sought  to  in- 
trodnce  was  thrown  out,  beoange  a  minority 
of  the  Senate  did  not  approve  of  its  principles. 
This  was  a  resolution  in  opporation  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  was  offered  at  a  time 
of  high  party  excitement,  and  when  a  majority 
in  both  HoQsea  of  Oongress  were  known  to  be 
favorable  to  the  bank.  Did  this  preserve  the 
bank?  The  result  is  known  to  all.  In  one 
word,  then,  he  could  not  vote  against  receiving 
this  memorial.  He  could  not,  beoanse  he  did 
not  believe  that  they  conld  constitntionally  re- 
fuse it ;  and  he  did  not  believe  it  woald  be  good 
policy  to  create  a  sensation  against  them  among 
those  who  valued,  and  correctiy  valued,  the 
right  of  petition  as  one  of  their  dearest  privi- 
leiea. 


Fbidat,  March  4u 

R.  0.  Nicholas  Senator  from  LonLriana,  ap- 
peared,  and  took  his  seat 

Expunging  SeaoIutiM.  ^ 
Mr.  Bbnton  remarked  that  he  was  under  a 
pledge  to  the  American  people  to  bring  forward 
a  motion  for  ezpuoging  from  the  jonmals  of 
the  Senate  certain  resolatious  which  had  passed 
that  body.  He  had  not  made  this  motion  up  to 
the  present  time,  because  he  thon^t  it  was  a 
motion  of  that  oharaoter  reqairinff  l£e  Senate  to 
be  full  when  it  was  made.  The  Senate  was  not 
yet  entirely  full ;  there  was  still  aTaoancy,  bat 
it  would  probably  be  filled  in  the  course  of  two 
weeks.  He  therefore  thought  proper  now  to 
give  notice  (though  be  was  not  called  on  by 
any  rule  of  the  Senate  to  give  such  notice)  that, 
as  soon  as  that  vtauusj  was  filled,  he  shonld 


[Saun, 

bring  forward  Us  motion  to  ^unge  the  re80> 
Intions  he  had  referred  to. 


MoKDAT,  March  7. 

AhoUHon  of  Slavery  in  the  District  ofCohmhia. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  petition 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  of  Philadel^ia,  pr^y- 
ing  for  the  abolition  of  daveryinthe  i}istnct  of 
Oolnmbio. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Oaluocn,  that  the  petition  be  not  received, 

Mr.  Gdthbbbt  said :  Of  Ihe  two  proporiticnu 
before  the  Senate,  he  Ws,  himself  compelled  to 
vote  for  that  which  was  the  strongest  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  memorial.  He  had  found  no  con- 
stitntional  reasons  for  opposing  this  measure,  no 
well-founded  objections,  under  a  proper  con- 
struction of  the  constitution,  to  giving  this  vote 
such  as  his  Mends  believed  \  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  violating  that  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  secured  the  nght  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  for  a  redress 
of  grievances.  The  first  step,  with  regard  to. 
the  right  of  petition,  it  was  not  pretended  had 
been  prevented.  The  people  had  assembled 
without  let  or  hindrance,  and  had  petitioned. 
The  question,  then,  was;  now  this  vote  would 
affect  the  second  part  of  the  right  of  petition, 
and  bow  far  the  petition  was  for  a  redress  of 
grievance^  With  respect  to  the  latter,  it  was 
not  pretended  by  any  one  that  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  a  grievance  of  which 
the  petitioners  had  a  right  to  complain ;  and  aa 
to  the  first,  the  petitioners  had  a  bearing,  and 
their  petition  had  been  fully  discussed.  The 
member  who  introduces  a  petition  states  the 
substance  of  it,  and  any  member  may  demand 
that  it  shall  be  read.  Then,  what  was  denied 
to  the  petitioner  ?  Was  he  hidignaotly  refused 
a  hearing  ?  By  no  means.  The  motion  applied 
not  to  uie  petitioners  themselves,  but  to  the 
substance  of  their  petitimi. 

Ton  moke  (said  Mr.  0.)  the  most  prompt 
and  decided  objection  to  the  prayer  of  toe  peti- 
tion which  the  rules  of  the  body  permit,  and 
yon  do  it  with  a  due  regard  to  the  feelings  of 
those  who  presented  it  You  say  to  them  no 
more  than  a  kind  and  indulgent  parent  has  a 
right  to  say  to  his  own  child :  that  their  request 
is  so  unreasonable  that  the  granting  of  it  would 
he  productive  of  so  much  mischief  to  them- 
selves, as  well  aa  to  others,  that  it  conld  not  for 
a  moment  be  listened  to.  Was  this  unkind,  or 
language  unbecoming  a  parent  addressing  his 
child  t  Tour  purpose  (said  Mr.  O.)  is  to  warn 
them,  in  the  most  dedded  terms,  that  to  perse- 
vere would  bring  ruin  on  themselves,  as  well  as 
produce  the  most  fearful  evils ;  and  yon  entreat 
them  to  ainudon  a  coarse  destructive  of  tiie 
best  interests  of  the  poUtical  fiunily,  without 
producing  the  least  good  to  themadves  or  to 
those  for  whom  their  sympathies  were  ex- 
dted. 


AhfXSSm  ijfSUumy  m  Via  Dialpiet^OBbaHbia. 
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TcssDXT,  Uarch  8. 
Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  Di»Uiet  <^  Colwmbia. 

The  subject  of  the  petition  of  the  Friends  of 
Philadelphia  praying  for  the  abolition  of  fllavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia,  waa  reeomed ;  the 

aaestion  bein^  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cai^ooit, 
!iat  the  petition  be  not  reoeived. 
Mr.  Gbundt  differed  from  the  Senator  from 
Soath  Carolina  (Mr.  Oalhotjk)  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  treating  this  j^etition.  He  should  adopt 
.and  pnrsne  the  oiuni(m  at^ed  npon  hy  the  Oon- 
grass  of  the  United  States  in  1790,  and  which 
had  been  snbstantiallj  porsoed  from  that  period 
down  to  the  present.  Petitions  similar  to  the 
present,  and  from  the  same  sodetj,  had  been 
presented  to  Congress  at  each  session,  and  Con- 
gress had,  at  no  time,  refused  to  receive  them ; 
and  a  departure  from  the  ordinary  usage  on 
this  sabject,  he  apprehended,  might  prodnce, 
rather  than  allay,  excitement.  It  would  be 
recollected  that,  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  Cong^ress  is  expressly  prohibited 
from  intOTfenng  with  the  slave  trade,  which 
might  be  carried  on  by  the  citizens  of  the  differ- 
ent States  for  the  s^aoe  of  twenty-one  years ; 
yet,  in  1T90,  the  Soue^  of  Quakers  or  iViends 
forwarded  mdr  petition  to  Congress,  praying 
thdr  interference  n|>on  that  subjed^  This  peti- 
tion, although  in  direct  oppontion  to  the  con- 
atitution,  was  received,  aira  a  motion  was  made 
to  send  it  to  a  committee.  This  wsB  opposed, 
and  a  proposition  made  to  lay  it  npon  the  table. 
Those  most  opxtosed  to  tha  object  of  the  petition 
Busttuned  the  latter  proposition.  Mr.  Madison, 
of  Virginia,  a  slaveholdin^  State,  advocatea 
the  reference  to  a  committee,  and  used  the 
argument  which  he  would  read  to  the  Senate : 

"Mr.  H«diBoa  thought  the  question  before  the 
otnnmittee  was  not  otherwise  important  than  as  gen- 
tiemea  made  it  so  by  their  serious  opposition.  j5id 
they  permit  the  commitmeat  of  the  memorial  as  a 
mattM  of.  ooune,  no  notice  would  be  taken  <^  it  out 
tifdoix*.  It  co<Udnever  be  Uown  up  into  a  deddon 
of  tiu  question  reqtecting  Ae  discouragement  tjt  the 
African  slave  trade,  nor  alarm  the  owners  with  ao  ap- 
prehenuon  that  the  General  GovemmeDt  were  about 
to  abolish  slavery  in  all  the  Southern  States.  Such 
things  are  not  contemplated  by  any  gentleman.  But, 
to  ^pearauoe,  they  derade  the  question  more  against 
thcmsdvea  thiui  woidd  be  the  case  if  it  was  deter- 
mined cm  its  real  merits ;  because  gentlemen  nuy  be 
disposed  to  vote  for  the  commitment  of  the  pe&ion 
wluioiit  any  inten]fo&  of  BupporUi^tfae  piayer<tf  It." 

Hr.  G.  proceeded  by  remaiiine  tiiat  every 
thlii^  that  Hr.  Madison  ^prehenaed  had  been 
realized  by  the  debate  in  wuioh  the  Smatewas 
engaged.  Alarm  had  been  produced  hj  this 
discussion.  The  abolitionists  bad  been  encour- 
aged by  it,  and  were  redoubling  their  efforts ; 
whereas,  had  the  petitions  been  received  and 
laid  on  tiie  table,  or  had  they  been  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colnmbt^  as  heretofore,  at  this  time  the  conn- 
tiT  would,  have  been  in  a  state  <^  tranquillity. 
The  deoiaai  that  la  to  take  place  npon  this 


moticm  may  be  a  source  of  uusappntki^ 
many  citizens,  who  may  inf^  that  ^  . 
least  some,  of  tLoee  who  vote  for  the  iv>: . 
of  the  petition  are  fevorable  toitspraja.T:: 
in  fact,  there  is  not  one  Senator  here  fx^i. 
toiL 


Abolitim  o/Slavery  in  As  Di»tTiei<(f 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonaderttiepc::: 
of  t^e  Sodefyttf  Friends  in  ndladdi^  :  - 
snbjectof  the  abolitum  of  daTetyioii:-:! 
triot  of  Columbia. 

1^6  question  being  on  the  modcn  "tk  i 
petition  be  not  received," 

Mr.  CALHouirsaid :  If  wemay  jnd^fixi' 
has  been  sud,  the  mind  of  the  Souub:- 
made  up  on  the  snbiect  of  ibm  fiii-- 
With  the  exception  of  the  two  SeoWr:' 
Vermont,  all  who  have  spoken  baie  i'  • 
their  conviction,  not  only  that  they 
nothing  requiring  the  action  <d  the  Seat' 
that  the  petitions  are  highly^  miscbkri:^ 
tending  to  agitate  and  dis^act  the  nwnn}  - 
to  endanger  the  Union  itself.  Withtlii*; 
ces^ns,!  may  fairly  ask,  whyibnili'- 
petitiona  be  received  ?   Whj  recnre,  vbe' 
have  made  up  our  mind  not  to  act!  Vly- 
waste  our  tune  and  lower  oar  dignitra- 
useless  ceremony  of  receiving  to  rejed. . 
proposed,  should  the  petitions  be  rer^." 
Why  finally  reoMve  what  all  acknowledf!  " 
highly  dai^erous  and  mischievous  I  !>' 
reason  has  been  or  can  be  assigned— l^f  ' 
receive  would  be  a  violation  (rf  the  lif, 
petition,  and,  of  coarse,  that  we  are  IwS' 
rteeivcj  however  objectionable  ind  thc^f- 
the  petitions  may  be.   If  such  be  thefs*  -' 
is  an  end  to  the  question.  As  great  i' « '■ 
be  the  advantage  to  the  abolitiatists,  if 
boQndtoreeeive,if  Itwonldbe  anolitiaa»- 
right  of  petition  not  to  receive,  we  mii^>^- 
esoe.  QntheotherhaadfifitshaQbeihon.: 

onlythat  we  are  notboond  to  leoave.bni-' 
to  receive,  on  the  ground  on  which  it  h*:^; 
placed,  would  saorifioe  the  coustitDtionii  r.-- 
of  this  body,  woiQd  yield  to  the  abolitio6c-  - 
they  could  hope  at  thb  time,  and  wtfl)J  •- 
render  all  the  outworks  by  which  it*  "'^ 
holding  States  can  defend  thor  rigtif  ^ 
properly  here,  then  a  unanimous  rejt»i 
these  petitions  oiu^t  of  right  to  fdlor. 

The  decision,  tten,  of  tiie  questiiwiK*.  * 
fore  the  Senate  is  reduced  to  the  an^  V^^ 
are  we  bound  to  reonve  these  petition'  . 
to  vary  the  tono.  of  the  qnestioi,  wmU  ^' 
violation  of  the  right  of  pet^on  not  to  nu^ ' 
them! 

When  tiie  ground  was  first  takai  H  ■ 
would  be  a  violatioti,  I  could  scarcely  l*""* 
myself  that  those  who  took  it  were  in  ^--^ 
BO  contrary  was  it  to  all  my  concejpliow 
rights  of  this  body  uid  the  proviaons^'- 
constitution ;  but,  finding  it »  earoesilj  «r 
tained,  I  have  slnoe  oarefolly  inveatigu»=' 
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Bnbjeot,  and  the  resnlt  has  been  a  oonflnnation 
of  my  first  impression,  and  a  conviction  that 
the  olaiiQ  of  right  is  without  shadow  of  fonnda- 
tion.  The  quesUon,  I  nmst  saj,  has  not  been 
fairly  met  Those  opposed  to  the  side  which 
we  enpport  have  discussed  the  question  as  if  we 
denied  the  right  of  petition,  when  they  conld 
not  bnt  know  that  the  trae  issue  is  not  as  to  the 
existence  of  the  right,  which  is  acknowledged 
by  all,  bnt  its  extent  and  Itmita,  which  no  one 
of  onr  opponents  had  to  mnoh  as  attempted  to 
ascertun.  What  they  have  declined  doing,  I 
undertake  to  perform. 

There  most  be  some  point,  all  will  agree, 
where  the  right  of  petition  ends,  and  that  of 
this  body  b^ns.  Where  is  that  point?  I 
have  examined  this  question  carefully,  and  I 
assert  boldly,  without  the  least  fear  of  refuta- 
tion, tiiat,  stretched  to  the  utmost,  the  right 
cannot  be  extended  beyond  the  presentation  of 
a  petition,  at  which  point  the  rights  of  this 
body  commence.  When  a  petition  £  presented, 
H  is  before  the  Senate.  It  must  then  be  acted 
on.  Some  diapontion  most  be  made  of  it  before 
the  Senate  can  proceed  to  the  oonridra'ation  of 
an^  other  snt^joct  This  no  one  will  deny. 
With  the  action  of  the  Senate  its  rights  com- 
mence— rights  secured  b^  an  ezprees  proviricm 
of  the  constitution,  which  vests  each  House 
with  the  right  of  regulating  its  own  proceed- 
ings, that  is,  to  determine,  by  fixed  rules,  tiie 
Older  and  form  of  its  action.  To  extend  the 
right  of  petition  beyond  presentation  is  clearly 
to  extend  it  beyond  tiiat  point  where  the  action 
of  the  Senate  commences,  and,  as  such,  is  a 
manifest  violation  of  its  oonstitntional  rights. 
Here,  then,  we  have  the  limits  between  the  right 
of  petition  and  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  resiiwa 
Ha  proceedings  deajny  fixed,  and  so  perfectly 
demied  as  not  to  admit  ot  mistake,  and,  I  would 
add,  of  controversy,  had  it  not  b«»n  questioned 
in  this  disenssion. 

If  what  I  have  asserted  required  confirmation, 
ample  might  be  fonnd  in  our  rules,  which  im- 
body  the  deliberate  sense  of  tiie  Senate  on  this 
point,  fVom  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  this  day.  Among  them  the  Senate  has 
prescribed  that  of  its  proceedings  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  petitions.  It  is  cont^ned  in  the 
24th  rule,  which  I  ask  the  Secretary  to  read, 
with  Mr.  Jeffiorson^s  remarks  in  reference  to  It: 

* 

'*  Before  any  petition  or  memorial  addressed  to  the 
Senate  shall  be  received,  and  read  at  the  table, 
whether  Ha  same  shall  be  hitrodooed  hj  Um  Pred- 
doit  or  a  member,  a  brief  atatameDt  of  tiie  oontents 
of  the  petition  or  memorial  dnll  Tertnlly  ba  made  by 
the  mtrodueer.'*— Rule  24. 

Mr.  JeflTerson^B  remarks: 

"  ReguUrlv  a  motion  for  receiring  it  most  be  made 
and  seconded,  and  a  question  ^t  whether  it  stiaU  be 
recdved;  bat  a  cry  from  the  Hotue  of  'receive,'  or 
even  a  euence,  dispenses  with  the  foRDality  of  tJie 
questiuL" 

Here  we  have  a  oonfirm^on  of  all  I  have 
asserted.  It  deariy  ptovm  that  when  the 


[Sghatb. 

petition  is  presented  the  action  of  the  Senate 
commences.  The  first  act  is  to  receive  the 
petition.  Received  by  whom !  Not  the  Sec- 
retary, hut  the  Senate.  And  how  can  it  he 
received  by  the  Senate  but  on  a  motion  to  re- 
ceive, and  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  body  ? 
And  Mr.  Jefferson  accordingly  tells  us  that 
regularly  snoh  a  motion  must  be  made  and 
seconded.  On  this  question,  then,  the  right  of 
the  Senate  b^nna ;  and  its  right  is  as  perfbot 
and  foil  to  reoSve  or  r^ect  as  it  is  to  aoopt  or 
r^ect  any  other  qnestion,  in  any  subsequent 
stage  of  its  proceedings.  When  I  add  that  this 
rule  was  adopted  as  far  back  as  the  19th  of 
April,  1T89,  at  the  first  session  of  the  Senate, 
and  that  it  has  been  retained,  without  altera- 
tion, in  all  the  snbsequent  changes  and  modifi- 
cations of  the  rules,  we  have  the  strongest  evi- 
dence of  the  deliberate  sense  of  this  body  In 
reference  to  the  point  under  conuderation. 

The  c^uestion  was  taken.  *'  Shall  the  petition 
be  received ! "  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas 80,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

Yeas. — HesBrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Ewing  of 
niinois,  Ooldeborougb,  Orundy,  Bendridia,  BQll,  Hub- 
bard, Kent,  Eine  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geo^ria, 
Kn^t,  liinn,  UcEean,  Horns,  Naudain,  MUea, 
PrentiM,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Bugglea,  Hiepley, 
SoQthard,  Swift,  Talhuadge,  npton,  TomUuson, 
Wall,  Webster,  Wright— 36. 

Natb. — ^Messrs,  Black,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Leigh, 
Hoore,  Nicholas,  Porter,  Freeton,  Walker,  Wlnte 
—10. 


Fbtoat,  Uarcih  11. 
JjMUim^Sl(KeiTf  in  tAsJ)Utnet^  Columbia. 

Mr.  LsisH  said  that,  in  pnrsnance  of  the 
promise  which  be  yesterday  made  to  the  Senate 
to  move  to  resume  the  oondderation  of  tiie 
abolition  petition  at  the  earliest  moment  that 
he  should' have  decided  what  course  hisdn^ 
required  him  to  pursue  in  r^ard  to  the  amend- 
ment which  he  yesterday  o^red  to  the  motion 
for  rejection,  he  now  moved  that  tihe  Senate 
take  up  that  snbjei^ 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Lnon  witlidrew  the  amendment  oflTered 
by  him;  and  the  qnestion  recurred  on  Mr. 
BnoHAVAH^B  motimi  that  tiie  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tion be  rejected. 

The  question  being  on  the  ori^nal  motion  of 
Mr.  Bdceanah,  "  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
be  rdected," 

A  brief  debate  ensned,  in  which  Mr.  McKban 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  OALBomr,  Mr.  Preston, 
Mr.  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Prbstok,  and 
Mr.  Walkeb  of  MiaelBsippi,  took  part. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  reject  the  primer  of  the  petition,  gnd  decid- 
ed as  follows : 

Tbas. — ^Uessrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
CUy,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewitu;  of  IHinois,  Ewing 
of  Ohio,  GoldtbMOi^  GTimdy,Hill,  Hobbatd,  Slag 


Abolititm  ^Slavers  in  <Ae  Dtitria  tifCohmiia. 
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of  iiabuna.  King  of  Geojyia,  L^rii,  T,lnn,  McKean, 
Ifofwe,  mcholas,  Niles,  Porter,  Preston,  Robbins, 
BoUiuon,  RugRles,  Sbepley,  Tallmadge,  Tipti», 
TomlinaoD,  Widker,  Wall,  White,  Wiiriit— 84. 

Nats. — Uesare.  Davis,  Etendricks,  Kiuriit,  PrentisL 
Bwift,  Webetci^. 

So  the  prayer  of  tbe  petition  tu  rejected. 

After  this  decision,  Mr.  Webstbb  gave  notice 
that  he  had  in  his  hand  several  similar  petitions, 
which  he  had  forborne  to  present  till  this  from 
Pennsylvania  shoiUd  be  disposed  of,  and  that 
he  should  now,  on  an  early  occasion,  present 
them,  and  move  to  dispose  of  them  in  the  way 
in  which  it  had  been  bis  opinion  from  the  first 
tiiat  all  such  petitions  should  have  been  treated ; 
tiiat  is,  to  re&r  them  to  the  committee  for  in- 
qoiry  vaA  o(nuideration. 


ICoim^T,  March  14. 

Mr,  Ijuoh  presented  the  credentials  of  W. 
0.  RivBs,  elected  a  Senator  from  Virg^la,  in 
the  room  of  John  Ttlbb,  reugned, 

Mr.  Bim  was  then  qoalifled,  and  took  his 
seat.* 


Wkonesdat,  March  16. 
AboUUon  PeUtiont. 

Mr.  Wksbtbb  rose  to  jHreeeot  several  peUtitms ; 
and  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

Agreeably  to  notice,  I  offer  son^  petitaona 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  the  dave  trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

I  ask,  sir,  that  these  petitions  may  be  receiv- 
ed, and  nK)ve  thot  they  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  This 
motion  itself,  sir,  suffidentJy  shows  in  what 
manner  I  think  ibis  subject  ought  to  be  treated 
in  the  Senate. 

The  petitioners  ask  Congress  to  consider  the 
propriety  and  expediency  of  two  things :  first, 
of  making  provision  iox  the  extinction  of  slav- 
ery in  the  Difltriot;  seoond,  of  abolishing  or 
restraining^  the  bude  in  slaves  within  theDis- 
triet  Similar  petitions  hare  already  been  re- 
ceived. Those  gentlemen  who  tiiink  Congress 
have  no  power  over  any  part  of  the  subject^  if 
they  are  dear  and  settled  in  that  opinion,  were 
perfectly  justifiable  in  voting  not  to  receive 
them.  Any  petition  which,  in  our  opinion, 
asks  ns  to  do  that  which  ia  plainly  againat  the 
constitution,  we  might  very  jostly  reject.  As, 
if  persons  should  petition  ns  to  pass  a  law 
abridging  the  freedom  of  the  press,  or  respect- 
ing an  establishment  of  religion,  such  petition 

•  Hr.  BlTH  tad  TMigiMd  «t  tbfl  nirion  18SI-^  widw  )^ 
UatlTs  iMtmrtioM  to  npport  tiw  rMolnthwa  ooDtUmnatoij 
of  PrMUmtJMkaoB.  Hr.  T>Ier,  who  aanxirt^  thow  m- 
olntfams,  alterwtrda  Mdgned  under  leglalaUve  Instraotloiu 
to  ezpnngie  them ;  and  Mr.  Rlres  wu  eleetod  la  Ida  placo. 
Thaw  MTard  erenta  %n  aeoonnt«d  for  by  the  &ot,  that  ui 
Iat«niMdiate  elecUon  bad  chaogad  ths  political  fharaeter  of 
the  Tl^lnla  Oaneral  Aasamblr. 


would  very  properly  be  denied  sajreo^i. 
at  all. 

In  doubtibl  oases  vodioaldiadiDe  torn.' 
and  oonnder,  becaiue  donbtfnl  cuk  -. 
to  be  decided  witJiont  oonddosdon.  iic. 
cannot  regard  this  case  as  a  doobtfol  kx  '.. 
think  the  constitutional  power  of  Csitm 
over  the  subject  is  clear,  and,  Uien&re,':^ 
we  were  bound  to  receive  the  pfdiaoos. 
e  large  majority  of  the  Senate  are  aki  oT  .^ 
ion  tibat  the  petitions  onght  to  be  recelTfii 

I  have  often  expressed  theopiai<x]^'.  t: 
slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  States,  thia  Gvrrf 
ment  has  no  control  whatever.  It  iiurj^ 
and  exclusively  a  State  concern.  And 
it  is  thus  clear  that  Congress  has  no  dine;-.! 
er  over  this  subject,  it  is  onr  duty  to  ttb 
that  the  authority  of  this  GovflruDong:' 
brought  to  bear  upon  it  by  any  iafnctK; 
ferenoe  whatevw.   It  znnst  be  left  to  tlteStr.-. 
to  the  course  of  things,  and  to  those 
which  this  Government  has  no  conttoL  i. 
this,  in  my  opinion,  is  in  the  dear  fine  etc. 

On  the  otiier  hand,  believing  flial  Cc^  . 
has  constitutional  power  over  BUver;',  iti'-  ! 
trade  in  slaves,  within  the  IKstrict  I  tiJ  ! 
petitions  on  those  subjects,  re^^ectMr;^' 
ed,  ought  to  be  respectfully  tr^ted  uhl  rej» 
fuUy  conadered.   The  respectfol  mo-ki^ 
proper  mode,  is  the  ordinary  mode,  ffe  ir- 
a  committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Distrio.  t: 
very  obvious  reasons,  and  witiiont  uy  refiiQ- 
to  this  question,  this  oommittee  is  Mdai:^ 
composed  inin<^>allx  of  southern 
For  many  yeatB  a  member  from  riRiot  - 
Maryland  has,  I  bdieve,  been  at  the  ht^ 
the  conomittee.     The  committee,  Uiatfuf°;> 
the  appropriate  one,  and  there  cu  lie  p^.' 
no  objection  to  it,  on  account  {£  tbe  wusi 
which  it  is  constituted. 

Now,  I  believe,  sir,  that  the  oiianimo«p?: 
ion  of  the  North  is,  that  CcmgresB  hw 
thority  over  slavery  in  the  States;  and  peit» 
eqoaUy  xmanimous  that  over  eUTeEj  in 
District  it  has  such  rightful  anthorit;. 
Then,  sir,  the  question  is  a  question 
nws,  propriety,  Jnstiee,  and  expedieDey.  \ 
considering  these  two  sobjects,  or  eiiba  t 
thenij  according  to  the  prayer  of  these  {kQi^ 
It  IS  well  known  to  ns  and  Uieconotryu 
Congress  has  hitherto  entertwned  inqnin^* 
both  these  points.    On  the  8tJi  of  Jsnt*^' 
1809,  the  Honse  of  BepresmtstiTes 
by  very  latse  m^orities, 

"  That  4e  (Vmunittee  for  the  DiBttiei  of  ^ 
be  inebucted  to  take  into  ooaadmtiaa  tM  ^ 
within  the  District  in  respect  to  aUTerj;  '^'^^ 
.inquire  into  the  slave  trade  as  it  eii*'^"'; 
carried  on  through,  the  District,  and  thai  lb*? 
to  the  House  such  ameadments  to  tbe  es^" 
as  shall  seem  to  them  to  be  jast" 

And  it  resolved,  alB<^ 

"That  the  committee  be  fiirther  iB!tn«*^^ J 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  jffondiiBj'/.^'^ 
gradual  abolitiui  of  alaveiy  iritUn  lbs  I)iAi<^  " 
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manner  that  the  interest  of  no  indlridual  ahall  be  In- 
jured thereby." 

As  early  as  Mareh,  1616,  the  same  House,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Babdolpd,  of  Virginia,  re- 
solved, 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  Inqoira  Into 
the  ezitiencQ  of  an  Inhuman  and  illegal  traffic  of 
alaTea  carried  oa  m  and  tluongli  the  District  of 
CidomUa,  and  to  report  vhether  any,  and  what,  meu- 
UTce  are  neoeeaary  for  putthig  a  stop  to  the  aame.** 

It  is  known,  also,  sir,  that  the  Legialatnre  of 
Fennaylvania  has,  within  a  very  few  years, 
urged  upon  Congress  Uie  propriety  ^  providing 
for  the  abolition  of  davery  in  the  District.  The 
House  of  Assembly  <^  New  York,  about  the 
saine  time,  I  tjiinkj  passed  a  similar  vote.  Af- 
ter these  proceedings,  Mr.  President,  which 
were  generally  known,  I  think,  the  country 
was  not  at  all  prepared  to  find  that  these  peti- 
tions would  be  objected  to,  on  the  ground  that 
they  asked  for  the  exercise  of  an  authority,  on 
the  part  of  Oongress,  which  Congress  cannot 
eonstitutionally  exercise ;  or  that,  having  been 
fbroially  received,  the  prayer  of  them,  in  regard 
to  both  oljects^  wonM  be  immediately  rejected, 
without  reference  to  the  committee,  ana  with- 
ont  any  inquiry. 

Now,  sir,  the  propriety,  justice,  and  fitness, 
of  any  interference  of  Ck)ngre8s,  for  either  of 
the  purposes  stated  in  the  petitions,  are  the 
points  on  which,  as  it  seems  to  me,  it  is  highly 
proper  for  a  committee  to  make  a  report.  The 
weU-disposed  and  patriotic  among  these  peti- 
tioners are  entitied  to  be  reapeotfnUy  answered ; 
and  if  there  be  among  them  others  whose  mo- 
tives are  less  pruseworthy,  it  is  not  the  part  of 
pmdence  to  ^re  them  the  advantage  which 
th^  wonid  derive  from  a  right  ot  compl^t 
that  the  Senate  had  acted  hastily  or  sommarily 
on  petitions,  witiiont  iaqu&y  or  conaider- 
ation. 

Let  the  committee  set  forth  their  own  views 
on  these  points,  dispasnonately,  folly,  and  can- 
didly. Let  the  argument  be  seen  and  heard ; 
let  the  people  he  trusted  with  it ;  and  I  have 
no  donbt  that  a  &ir  discussion  of  the  snt^ect 
will  produce  its  proper  effect,  both  in  and  ont 
of  the  Senate. 

This,  sir,  would  have  been,  and  is,  the  conrse 
of  proceeding  which  «)pears  to  me  to  be  pru- 
dent and  just  The  Senate,  however,  having 
decided  owerwise,  by  a  very  lai^  minority,  I 
only  say  so  mnefa,  on  the  present  ooo^on,  as 
may  snlloe  to  make  my  own  opinlona  known. 

The  moticm  not  to  receire  the  petitions  was 
laid  on  the  table. 


Fbidat,  March  18. 
£^^un(finff  Setolution. 
The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr. 
BsNTON,  being  in  order,  viz. : 

Whereas  on  the  26th  day  of  December,  In  the  year 
1S38,  the  following  resolve  was  moved  in  the  Senate : 

"Seaotvtdy  That  by  diMnisdng  the  late  Secretary 
of  ttie  Tmsory  becuae  be  woold  not^  oontraiy  to  fali 


own  sense  of  du^,  remove  the  money  of  the  United 
States  in  deposit  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
and  its  brmiichea,  hi  conformity  with  the  Prerident'a 

opinion,  and  by  appointing  his  succeasor  to  effect  satii 
removal,  which  has  been  done,  the  President  baa  as- 
sumed the  ezerdae  of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  not  granted  him  bj  the  constitution 
and  laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple!" 

Which  proposed  resolve  was  altered  and  changed 
by  the  morer  thereof,  on  the  SStii  day  of  March,  In 
the  year  1S84,  so  as  to  read  as  foUows: 

**Xe»olmd,  That  in  taking  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility of  removing  the  depwdt  of  the  publio 
money  Irom  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
PtcHident  of  the  United  ^tes  has  assumed  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  not  granted  to  him  by  the  conatttotion  and 
laws,  and  daogefoos  to  the  liberties  of  the  pemle : " 

Which  resolve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  the 
mover  thereof  on  the  same  day  and  year  last  menUon- 
ed,  was  further  altered  so  aa  to  read  in  these  words : 

"Setoiwd,  That  the  Fresident  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  baa  as- 
Bum^  upon  himsdf  authority  and  power  not  eoofyr- 
red  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  bat  in  derogation  of 
both:" 

In  which  laat-mentioned  form  the  B^d  resolve,  on 
the  same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  of 
that  body;  and,  as  such,  now  remains  upon  the 
journal  thereof: 

And  whereas  tlie  said  resolve  was  irregularly,  Ole- 
gally,  and  BnconstitationaUy  adopted  by  the  Sniate, 
in  TioUtion  of  the  rights  of  defence  which  belong  to 
every  dthen,  and  In  subveruon  of  the  fiindamental 
principles  of  law  and  justice ;  because  Preudent 
Jackson  ma  thereby  adjut^ed  and  pronounced  to  be 
guilty  of  an  impeacliable  o^nce,  and  a  stigma  placed 
upon  Mm  as  a  violator  of  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  the 
laws  and  ocmstitution  whidi  he  was  sworn  to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend,  without  going  through  the  forms 
of  an  impeadunent,  and  without  allowing  to  him  the 
boieflts  of  a  trial,  or  the  means  of  defence: 

And  whereas  the  a^d  resolve,  In  all  its  various 
shapes  and  forms,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  In 
point  of  hat,  and,  therefore,  nqjust  and  unrighteous, 
as  well  aa  Inegnlar  and  vnooMtitnttonal;  becanae 
the  8^  President  Jackson,  neither  in  the  act  of  db- 
mifl^ng  Hr.  Duane,  nor  in  the  appointment  of  Hr. 
Taney,  as  spedfied  in  the  first  form  of  the  resolve,  nor 
in  takbig  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  removing 
the  deposita,  as  specified  in  the  second  form  of  the  same 
resolve,  nor  in  any  act  which  was  then,  or  can  now  be, 
^)edSed  under  the  vague  and  ambiguous  terms  of  the 
general  denundation  oont^ned  in  uie  third  and  last 
tana  c£  the  resolve,  Hi  do  or  commit  any  act  to  viola- 
tion or  to  derogation  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  or 
dangerous  to  t^  Uberties  of  the  people : 

And  whereas  the  sud  resolve,  as  adopted,  was  un- 
certain and  ambigucuA,  containing  nothing  but  a 
looee  and  floating  diaive  for  derogating  irom  the 
laws  and  ocHistituti(m,and  assnmhigungraiited  power 
and  aotbori^  in  the  late  executive  prooeedinga  to 
relattw  to  tiie  poUlo  revenue,  without  qiedfjring 
what  part  of  the  exeootive  proceedings,  or  what  part 
of  the  publio  revenue,  was  intended  to  be  referred  to, 
or  what  parts  of  the  laws  and  constitution  were  sup- 
posed to  have  been  iniringed,  or  in  what  part  of  the 
Union,  or  at  what  period  of  his  adndnistration,  these 
hte  proceedings  irere  sa^ased  to  have  taken  pbwa ; 
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tberebj  putting  each  Senator  «t  Ub^y  to  rote  ra 
Ikror  of  the  rwAn  upon  »  sepante  and  eecret  reasoa 
of  big  own ;  and  leanng  the  ground  of  the  Senate's 
judgment  to  be  ^ueBsed  at  by  the  public,  and  to  be 
difKTCntly  and  diversely  inteipretmi  by  individual 
Benaton,  according  to  the  private  and  particular 
understanding  of  eidi ;  contrary  to  all  the  ends  of 
jiisUce,  and  to  all  the  forms  of  legal  and  judicnal  pro- 
ceeding— to  the  great  pr^udice  of  the  accused,  who 
would  not  IcDOw  against  what  to  defend  himself;  and 
to  the  loss  of  Senatorial  responmbility,  by  shielding 
Senators  from  public  accountability,  for  maWipg  up  a 
judgment  upon  grounds  which  the  public  cannot 
Imow,  and  whidi,  if  knows,  might  prove  to  be  in- 
Boffident  in  law,  or  onfoonded  in  fkct: 

And  wfaeteaa  the  specifications  contained  in  the 
first  and  second  forms  of  the  resolve,  having  been 
Directed  to  in  debate,  and  shown  to  be  insufficient  to 
sustun  the  charges  they  were  adduced  to  support, 
and  it  being  well  believed  ^t  no  majority  could  be 
obtained  to  vote  for  the  said  n>ecificationa;  and  tiie 
same  having  been  actually  viudrawn  by  the  nutver 
In  the  fkce  of  the  whole  Senate,  la  consequence  of 
such  (^'ection  and  belief,  and  before  any  vote  taken 
thereupon,  the  said  apecificationa  could  not  after- 
wards be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  parliamentary 
practice,  or  by  any  prindple  of  legal  implication, 
eecret  intendment,  or  mental  reaervaUon,  to  remain 
and  cmtinue  a  part  of  the  written  and  public  resolve 
from  which  tbey  were  thus  withdrawn ;  and,  if  they 
could  be  so  admitted,  they  would  d<A  be  sufficient  to 
Bustidn  the  charges  thraein  contained : 

And  whereas  the  Senate  bdng  the  oonsUtudonal 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  President,  when  charged 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  with  offences  against 
the  laws  and  the  constitution,  the  adoption  of  the 
said  resolve  before  any  impeachment  was  preferred 

the  House,  was  a  breach  of  the  pcivil^[ee  of  the 
House,  a  vi<draMi  of  the  constituUm,  a  subrendon 
of  justice,  a  prejudication  of  a  question  whidi  might 
lemlly  come  before  the  Senate,  and  a  disqualification 
01  that  body  to  perform  its  constitution^  duty  with 
fktmeaa  and  impartiality,  if  the  Frosident  should 
thereafter  be  r^olariy  impeached  by  the  House  of 
BeprOBontativeg  for  the  same  offence : 

And  iriiereas  the  temperate,  respectful,  and  argu- 
mentatire  defence  and  protest  of  the  President 
ag^nst  the  aforesaid  proceedings  of  the  Senate  was 
rejected  and  repulsed  by  tiiat  body,  and  was  voted  to 
be  a  breach  of  its  privil^es,  and  was  not  permitted  to 
be  entered  on  its  journal,  or  printed  unong  its  docu- 
ments, irtiQe  all  menumala,  petitions,  resolves,  and 
remonstrances  against  the  Iroddeut,  however  violent 
or  unfounded,  and  calculated  to  inflame  the  people 
agidnst  bim,  were  duly  and  honorably  receiv^  en- 
oomiastically  commented  upon  In  speeches,  read  at  the 
table,  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  long  list  of 
names  attached,  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee 
for  consideration,  filed  away  among  the  public  ar- 
diiTea,  and  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  public  docu- 
ments (tf  the  Senate^  to  be  hmded  down  to  the  latest 
poaterity: 

And  whereas  the  add  resolve  was  introduced,  de- 
bated, and  adopted,  at  a  time  and  under  drcunistances 
which  had  tbe  effect  of  co-operating  with  (he  Bank 
of  the  United  States  in  the  parricidal  attempt  which 
that  institution  was  then  makii^  to  produce  a  panic 
and  pressure  hi  the  country,  to  ieOroy  the  confidence 
Wf  tbe  people  in  Fretident  Jadtson,  to  paralyze  his 
administration,  to  govern  the  elecUcms,  to  baobnpt 
the  State  banks,  ruin  their  currency,  fill  the  whole 


Union  with  terror  and  distress,  and  &er^  to  cm 
from  the  sufferings  and  alarms  ot  dw  people  &  > 
torationof  the  deposits  andtherewnlof  baa 
ter: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  is  of  eri)  nqt 
and  dangerous  precedent,  and  ahoiild  mtct  btrt  « 
received,  debated,  or  adopted  by  the  Sai»,cii 
mitted  to  entry  upon  itajoumsl:  vbenftK, 

"SexUved,  That  the  said  lesolve  be  opa^Si 
the  journal;  and,  for  that  purpose,  tlat  tbe  Semr 
of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Seute  miTjf:  i 
ediall  bring  the  manuscript  jountalof  fietHa^i 
lSS»-*84  hito  the  Senate,  and,  in  die  pRMBBoftt 
Senate,  draw  blade  lines  round  tbeflU  icnhcai 
write  aerosa  the  fiMW  thereof  in  atnag  leaeta 
foUowii^  words:  "BxruiaiD  et  ona  «is 
Skhaxx,  this  —  BAT  or  — ^  nmi  nun  a 
Loan  1886." 

The  preamUe  and  xvacdntioi  bini;  ka 
read,  lb,  Bxira<nr  nwe  and  said: 

Mr.  Presidait :  I  comply  wilJi  my  pnta 
and,  I  preemne,  with  the  general  nperjit 
of  the  Senate  and  of  the  people,  in  briw: 
fom-ard,  at  the  first  day  that  tbe  Soutt  r. 
and  every  State  completely  repreEcnitf!. " 
long-intended  motion  to  eiptinge  fron 
jonmal  of  the  Senate  the  senteQceof  coak 
□ation  which  was  pronoun oed  agmstPr»c£ 
Jackson  at  the  session  of  1888-'34.  I 
^ven  to  ray  motaon  a  more  oiteodeJ 
a  more  detailed  and  oomprehensiTe  km.i^ 
it  wore  at  its  first  introdnotitHi;  and  I 
done  BO  for  two  reaaoDB:  first,  tiistiO^sr- 
ceedings  against  PrcNdent  Jackson  > 
set  out  together,  aad  exhibited  totbepaK^ 
one  view ;  secondly,  that  oor  own  reaa*'  '■■ 
impogning  that  act  of  the  Senate  shwiM  t- 
be  set  out  and  folly  submitted  to  the  eiai^- 
tion  and  scmtiuy  of  the  people.  The  fis  •■ 
doe  to  the  Senate,  that  all  its  pr«MJi*-^.: 
this  novel  and  momentous  esse  ^om  kU; 
known ;  the  second  is  dne  to  the  impogoflS'l 
their  coDdoot,  that  it  may  be  seen  no*, 
all  time  to  come,  that  law  and  justice, 
the  factions  impolsions  of  pftrty  ^ 
governed  oor  oondaot.  .  ,  ; 

The  objection  to  this  word  expmge  a  no-; 
ed  npon  that  clanae  in  the  oonatitatios 
directs  each  Honae  of  Oongress  "to  ^i^' 
joumalof  itsprooeedings."  llwworiW' 
ftie  pregnant  point  of  the  oI^scIkd.  wb 
men  take  a  position  in  the  retr of 
and,  out  of  the  nnmeroos  and  dirtw  '"'^ 
attributed  to  it  by  lexicographen, 
fled  by  daUy  usage,  they  select  one,  vA  ^ 
ting  their  eyes  upon  all  other  meM^  l^l 
rest  the  whole  strength  of  the  objertwuj^ 
the  propriety  of  that  single  eelection. 
take  the  word  in  the  sense  (rf  P'***'!?;,  .j 
adhering  to  that  sense,  they  "ssmne  a» 
Senate  is  oonstitationaUy  oommaww  ™ 
serre  its  joamals,  and  that  no  P^lLn^' 
can  be  do&oed  or  altered  without 
the  authority  of  that  i^joBCtion. 

admit  that  to  preserve,  is  one  of 

of  the  Terb,  to  keep ;  bat  I  vaA^STm 
to  affirm  that  !t  is  one  meaning  oolr  on"'*' 
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or  four  dozen  meaoiiigs  whiofa  belong  to  th^ 
phrase,  and  wbidi  evm^  Seiuitor'a  reooneotion 
~will  readUj  recall  to  bis  mind.   It  is  needless 
to  thread  the  labyrintb  of  all  these  meanlDgs, 
and  to  show,  hj  multipUed  dictionary  quota- 
tions, in  bow  many  instances  the  verb,  to  keep, 
displays  a  signification  entirely  foreign,  and 
even  contradictory,  to  the  idea  of  preserving. 
A  few  ezamples  will  suffice  to  illastrate  the  posi- 
tion, and  to  bring  many  other  instances  to  the 
recollection  of  Senators.   Thus :  to  keep  Up,  is 
to  maintain ;  to  keep  onder,  is  to  oppress ;  to 
keep  house,  is  to  eat  and  sleep  at  home;  to 
keep  the  door,  la  to  let  people  in  ahd  out ;  to 
keep  company,  is  to  frequent  one ;  to  kee^  a 
mil^  is  to  grind  grdn  j  to  keep  store,  is  to  sdl 
goods ;  to  keep  a  pubho  boose,  is  to'sdl  eoter- 
tainmeitt;  to  keep  bar,  is  to  sell  liquors;  to 
keep  a  diary,  is  to  write  a  daily  history  of  what 
you  do ;  and  to  keep  a  journal  is  the  same  thing. 
It  is  to  make  a  jonmal ;  and  the  phrase  has  the 
same  meaning  in  the  oonstitataon  that  it  has  in 
common  parlance.   When  we  direct  a  person 
in  our  employment  to  keep  a  journal,  we  direot 
him  to  make  one ;  our  intention  is  that  he  shall 
make  one,  and  not  that  he  shall  preserve  an 
old  one  already  made  by  somebody  else ;  and 
this  is  the  precise  meaning  of  the  phrase  in  the 
ooDstitntioii.  That  it  Is  bo,  is  clear,  not  only 
from  the  sense  and  reason  of  the  injunction,  but 
firom  the  words  which  follow  next  alter:  "and, 
from  time  to  time,  publish  the  same,  except 
BQch  parts  as  in  their  judgment  require  seore- 
oy."   This  ii^Junotion  to  publish  follows  im- 
mediately after  the  injnnction  to  keep ;  it  is 
part  of  the  same  sentence,  and  can  only  apply 
to  the  makers  of  the  journal.   They  are  to 
keep  a  journal,  and  to  publish  the  same.  'Which 
same  ?   The  new  one  made  by  themselves,  or 
the  old  one  made  by  their  predecessors  ?  Cer- 
tainly, they  are  to  publish  their  own,  which 
tliey  are  daily  making,  and  not  the  one  which 
was  both  made  and  published  by  a  formw  Con- 
gress; and  in  this  Boise  has  the  iqjuiuition  been 
understood  and  acted  upon  by  the  two  Houses 
from  the  date  of  their  existmce. 

Agun :  if  this  iqjoqction  is  to  be  interpreted 
to  ngnify  preserve,  and  we  are  to  he  sunk  to 
the  ooDOition  of  mere  keepers  of  the  old  jour- 
nals, where  is  the  injunction  for  making  new 
onest  "Where  is  the  io^onotion  under  which 
our  Secretary  is  now  actmg  in  writing  down  a 
history  of  your  proceedings  on  this  my  pres- 
ent motion  i  There  is  nothing  else  in  the  con- 
stitution upon  the  subject  There  la  no  other 
daose  directing  a  journal  to  be  made ;  and,  if 
this  interpretation  is  to  prevMl,  then  the  ab- 
sordity  prevails  of  having  an  ii^nnotion  to 
save  what  tliere  is  no  ii\jiuictioii  to  create  1 — 
the  absurdity  oi  havug  each  suooesaive  Oon- 
gress  bound  to  preserve  the  journals  of  its  pre- 
decessors, while  neither  its  predecessors  nor 
itself  are  required  to  make  any  joomal  what- 
ever. 

Agun:  iftheHouaesaretohethepresnTera, 
and      the  makeiSi  of  Joomals^  then  a  most 
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inadequate  keeper  is  provided ;  fbr,  during  one 
half  the  time,  the  two  Houses  are  not  in  s^on, 
the  keepers  are  not  in  existence,  for  the  Secre- 
tary is  not  the  House;  and  during  all  that 
moiety  of  time,  there  can  be  no  keeper  of  this 
thing  which  is  to  he  kept  &U  the  time. 

Agtun :  if  to  keep  the  jonmal  is  to  save  old' 
ones,  and  not  to  make  new  ones,  then  the  con- 
stitutional injunction  could  have  had  no  appli- 
cation to  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress ; 
for  the  two  Houses,  daring  that  session,  had  no 
pre-existing  journ^  in  their  possession  whereof 
to  become  the  constitutional  keepers. 

There  are  but  two  injunctions  in  the  consti- 
tution on  tiie  subject  of  the  jonmal ;  the  one  to 
make  it,  the  other  to  publish  it ;  and  botii  are 
found  m  the  same  clause.  There  is  no  n>ecifio' 
command  to  preserve  it ;'  there  is  no  keeper 
provided  to  stand  guard  over  it.  The  House 
IS  not  the  keeper,  and  never  has  been,  and  never 
can  be.  The  Secretary  and  the  Clerk  are  the 
keepers,  and  they  are  not  the  Houses.  The 
only  preservation  provided  for  is  their  custody 
and  the  publication ;  and  that  is  the  most  effec- 
tual, and,  in  fact,  the  only  safe  preserver.  What 
is  published  is  preserved,  though  no  one  is  ap- 
pomted  to  keep  it;  what  is  not  published  is 
often  lost,  though  committed  to  the  custody  of 
spedal  gnudians. 

I  have  examined  this  vord  upon  its  literal 
meanings,  as  a  verbal  critic  would  do  it ;  but  I 
am  bound  to  examine  it  practically,  as  a  states- 
man should  see  it  and  as  the  frainers  of  the 
Constitution  used  it  Those  wise  men  did  not 
invent  phrases,  but  adopted  them,  and  used 
them  in  the  sense  known  and  accepted  by  the 
community;  law  terms,  as  understood  in  the 
courts ;  technical,  as  known  in  science ;  parlia- 
mentary, as  known  in  legislation ;  and  familiar 
phrases,  as  used  by  the  people.  Strong  exam- 
ples of  this  occur  twice  more  in  the  very  clause 
which  we  have  been  examining.  There  is  the' 
word  '*  house ; "  *'  each  House  shall  keep,"  &o. 
Here  the  word  "  house  "  is  used  in  the  pvlifr- 
mentary  sense,  and  means,  not  stime  and  mortar, 
but  people ;  and  not  people  generally,  but  the 
representatives  of  the  people ;  and  these  repre- 
sentatives organized  for  action.  Yet,  with  a 
dictionary  in  hand,  this  word  house  "  might 
be  shown  to  be  the  habitation,  and  not  the 
inhabitants:  and  the  walls  and  roof  of  this 
Capitol  might  be  proved  to  have  received  the 
injunction  of  the  oonstitution  to  keep  a  journal. 
Again:  the  House  is  directed  to  publish  the 
journal,  and  under  that  injunction  the  journal 
IS  printed,  because  the  popular  sense  of  publish- 
ing is  printing ;  while  the  legal  sense  is  a  mere 
discoven^  of  its  contents  in  any  manner  what- 
ever. The  rMding  of  the  journal  at  the  Secre- 
tary's table  every  morning,  the  leaving  it  open 
in  his  office  for  (he  inspection  of  the  puUiOp  Is 
a  publication  in  law ;  and  this  l^al  publication 
would  comply  with  the  letter  of  the  constitu- 
tion. But  the  common  sense  men  who  framed 
tiie  OQUstitutim  used  the  word  in  its  popular 
flense^  as  synonymotia  with  printing;  and  in 
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that  sense  it  has  been  nndergtood  and  ezeoated 
by  Congress.  So  of  this  phrase  to  keep  a  jour- 
nal; the  framers  of  the  oonatitiitioa  found  it 
in  English  legislation,  in  Enalish  history,  and 
in  English  life ;  and  they  used  it  as  they  found 
it.  The  traveller  keeps  a  journal  of  his  Toy- 
ue  natural  philosopher  of  bia  eiperiments ; 
ue  Parliament  of  its  proceedings ;  and  in  werj 
oaae  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  is  tiie  same. 
Our  oonstltotion  adopts  the  phrase  withont 
defining  it  and  of  coarse  adopts  It  in  Uie  sense 
in  wliion  it  was  known  in  the  language  from 
which  it  was  borrowed.  So  of  the  word  pro- 
ceedings; it  is  technical,  and  no  person  who 
has  not  studied  parliamentary  law  can  tell 
what  it  intrudes.  Both  in  England  and  Ameri- 
ca rales  have  been  adopted  to  define  these  pro- 
oeedings,  and  great  mistakes  have  been  made 
by  Senators  in  acting  under  the  orders  of  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  proceedings  in  executive 
sessiwi.  Grave  debates  have  takoi  place  among 
ourselves  to  know  what  fell  under  me  definition 
(tf  prooeedings.  anA  how  far  Soiators  mi^  have 
mistaken  the  innKiTt  oi  an  order  for  ranorlng 
the  iqjonotion  of  seoreoy  from  the  Senate's  pro- 
ceedings. ET<ei7  word  in  this  short  claose  has 
ft  parliamentary  sense  in  which  it  must  be  un- 
derstood: House — keep— publish — proceedings 
— all  are  parliamentary  terms  as  here  used,  and 
must  be  construed  by  statesmen  with  the  book 
of  parliamentary  history  spread  before  them, 
and  not  by  verbal  critics  with  Entiofc's  Focket 
Dictionary  in  their  hand. 

Mr.  Prewdent,  we  have  borrowed  largely 
from  our  English  ancestors;  and  because  we 
have  so  borrowed,  results  the  predons  and 
prond  gratification  that  our  America  now  ranks 
among  the  great  and  libo^  powers  of  the 
world.  We  nave  borrowed  largely  from  them ; 
but,  not  to  enter  npon  a  field  which  presents 
inexhaustible  topics,  I  limit  myself  to  the  pre- 
sto question  before  the  Senate. 

[Here  Ur.  B.  exsmined  the  English  paiUamentary 
law  on  this  poinL] 

Thus  Mr.  Prendent,  I  have  examined  this 
objection  in  a  mere  verbal  point  of  view,  and 
shown  that  there  is  nothing  in  it,  even  in  that 
contracted  aspect,  to  prevent  the  Senate  from 
executing  justice  npon  this  journal.  But  ^n- 
tlemen  who  brooght  it  forward  did  not  limit 
themselves  to  that  narrow  view ;  they  took  a 
wid»  range,  and  argned  eamesCly  tiiat  nds- 
diievons  consequences  wonld  r^olt,  and  actual 
injury  wonld  be  inflicted  on  themselves  and 
the  country,  if  my  motion  should  prevail.  They 
maintain  tnsX  a  part  of  our  legislative  history 
wonld  be  destroyed ;  that  a  part  of  the  joarnal 
would  be  annihilated;  that  the  proceedings 
contained  in  the  annihilated  part  would  be  lost 
to  the  pablic  and  to  posterity ;  that  their  owu 
proceedings  would  become  iUe^ble ;  that  they 
wonld  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  showing 
what  they  did,  and  how  they  acted.  All  these 
dis^roos  consequences,  and  all  these  aotnal 
wrongs  and  serious  ii^uriea  to  themselves  and 


to  the  public,  they  stoutiy  maintuned,  f«l 
fall  upon  th^  if  the  proposed  oblitentkci:^ 
the  journal  took  place.  And  they  affinne^  -,k 
it  was  no  answer  to  all  these  real  iiijiir« : 
say  that  the  expunged  part  would  be  tntflif- 
red  to  the  new  jounial,  and  there  preienri: 
fiill ;  for,  tiiey  declared,  thistn^brwnild!*- 
lead  and  embairasa  than ;  benue  they  eoc:: 
not  read  tibe  obUteratod  words  in  the 
where  they  were  first  pnt,  bnt  would  ^Sat 
pointed  in  looking  for  them  there,  snd 
not  be  able  to  find  them  in  their  new  pb^. 
under  a  different  date,  on  another  page,  m  z 
a  different  vt^ume.  This  is  the  nbkadivt 
part  of  the  obiection  to  my  motion;  udif 
there  happened  to  be  any  reality  in  tlie  s> 
posed  existence  of  all  these  wrongs" and  injmd 
there  might  be  some  apoI(^  fw  the  msssi 
they  set  up ;  but  this  is  not  the  esse;  noica 
of  these  disastrous  oonseqnences  wiQ  ers  v 
cnr.  AH  is  mistake  and  delusioii,  the  aaot 
of  fhnoy,  the  cheat  of  Ima^nstiiHi,  ud  ^ 
flgmrat  of  the  brdo.  There  is  doU^Ij^- 
nothing  destroyed,  nothing  displaced.  iO*'- 
exlst  just  as  dearly,  fmd  just  sa  nsefnlij.f' 
every  practical  and  eveir  legal  porpoN,  k 
now  does;  utd  this  I  will  estsuiah  I^f"^ 
in  less  time  than  it  has  taken  me  tarttic^ 
proposition. 

I  request  the  Secretary  to  showii»tIi*S* 
ate  journals  for  1883-*34 ;  to  tell  me  vis'it 
journals  are,  and  how  they  are  itft  or  dt^fr 
ed  ot 

[The  Seobbtabt  stood  up  and  mi:  _ 
There  is  a  manuscript  copy  of  tbe  joaii. 
and  a  printed  copy.  The  manuscript  jwiu- 
but  a  dngle  copy,  and  is  the  same  tbatisR* 
in  the  Senate  every  nKnnhig  in  EliKt& 
which ia afterwards  Doand ins vohnne.  Jf^ 
this  manuscript  one  thoosand  and  ten 
are  printed,  and  distributed  aa  tbilows:  [Tu 
Secretary  here  showed  the  list  of  diaribcc* 
from  which  it  appeared  that  twenty'^vew?^" 
were  to  be  placed  in  the  library  c(  C*"??^ 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  were  to  be  ft- 
nished  to  the  Governors,  Legialstures,  nm* 
uties,  colleges,  and  incorporated  historical  sow 
ties,  in  each  State;  two  copies  each  to  on 
member  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Ho«J  W 
resentativOT  ;  five  copies  each  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  loihetimj 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  ia^^ 
Departments,  Attom^-General. 
United  States  courts;  two  each  to  all  w"; 
officers ;  twenty-five  to  the  Secretary  of^ 
thirty-five  copies  for  the  offices  of  ^ 
taiy  of  the  Senate  and  the  Olerk  of  tiflU'^ 
of  Representatives;  and  two  copies  e«i  to 
Muiistera  firom  Great  Britain,  Franot  >p 
Rus^Prussia,  Sweden,  Uie  Nethertods.!* 
mark,  Portugal,  the  Hanseatic  B^blics,  *" 
ioo,  Colombia,  Obili,  Pern,  BneM»A/T«^, 
zil,  and  Central  America;  and  tothetoD^ 
General  of  the  two  Sicilies.] 

Mr.  B.  resumed.  '  "We  now  arrive  Dpw 
groondf  and  hare  solid  mattertogoi^oB- 
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can  see  and  feel  the  qaeetion,  and  can  handle 
both  the  objection  and  the  answer  to  it  The 
Seoretarj'a  anawer  is  the  platfonn  of  taj  bat- 
tery, and  has  already  expanged  the  objection 
to  my  motion,  whether  uie  motion  shall  stio- 
ceed  in  expnnging  the  journal  or  not  He  says 
there  are  two  seta  of  JoonialB ;  the  mumsoript, 
which  oon^sts  ol  one  ot^ ;  and  the  printed^ 
wfai(di  is  mnltipUed  to  cm  thonsaod  and  ten 
copies.  Hi&erto  the  ^soossion  has  proneeded 
upon  the  aanmptitm  that  tiiere  was  but  one 
copy  of  the  journal,  and  that  any  erasure  of 
that  oopy  would  be  a  total  loss  of  the  erased  part 
Bat  now  one  thousand  and  ten  other  wpiea 
start  op  to  onr  view,  stand  in  array  before  us, 
and  offer  their  moltiplied  pages  to  our  free  peru- 
sal ;  and  the  question  now  is,  what  are  all 
these  cojues  for  t  What  use  is  made  of  them 
in  fact,  and  in  law  ?  And  the  uuwer  oomes  as 
quickly  as  the  question  con  be  pat :  first,  in 
point  of  fact,  that  these  printed  journals  are 
the  only  ones  read,  used,  or  referred  to,  either 
in  this  Senate^  in  the  other  Hmiae,  before  the 
pnbUc,  or  by  the  members  themselves ;  seoond- 
Ij^  that,  in  pdnt  ot  kw,  they  are  on  an  eqnal 
footing  with  Ha  ori^nl  moonaoript  Tolnme, 
and  reoeived  as  legal  eridanoe  in  every  conrt 
of  instioe.  Bach  are  the  deoinons ;  and,  not 
to  impede  the  march  of  my  argument,  by  the 
Tolnminoas  citation  of  cases,  I  refer  yoa  for  a 
summary  of  them  to  Peake*s  Law  of  Eridenoe, 
American  edition,  by  Norris,  in  the  notes  at 
tbe  bottom  of  the  pages  84,  65.  He  says,  "  the 
printed  journals  of  Congress  have  been  allowed 
to  be  read  without  proof  of  their  authenticity ; " 
and  refers  to  cases.  This  puts  an  end  to  all 
objections.  It  settles  all  qaestions.  Take  the 
oonstttation  as  yon  please,  to  make  or  to  pre- 
serve journals,  and  it  is  complied  with ;  for  both 
is  done.  One  ct^y  is  directed  to  be  made ;  a 
thousand  and  ten  are  made.  Parts  are  directed 
to  be  published ;  all  is  published.  Suppose  pres- 
ervation is  intended ;  the  most  ample  precau- 
tions are  taken  to  preserve  them,  ana  so  to 
multiply  them,  that  every  State  in  the  Union, 
and  every  kingdom,  republic,  and  empire,  in 
Europe  and  tbe  two  Americas,  shall  possess 
copies,  in  addition  to  all  the  departments  of  the 
Federal  Qovemment,  the  Ubrary  of  Congress, 
and  the  ofiBces  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House.  JBesides  all 
this,  each  Senator  has  two  copies  for  himself. 
All  these  are  eqnal  in  law,  and  many  ten  thou- 
sand times  superior  in  ose,  to  the  manusisipt 
joumaL  SniqMwe  that  one  be  blacked  up  and 
blotted  out  aoocvding  to  the  import  of  the  word 
expnnge ;  is  the  expunged  matter  lost  t  Is  any 
&ot  suppressed!  Are  gentlemen  prevented 
from  justifying  themselves  by  showing  what 
they  had  done  ?  Is  the  knowledge  of  any  thing 
eztinguisbed  (  So  far  from  it,  that  if  the  man- 
uscript journal  should  be  secretly  withdrawn 
and  burnt,  not  a  Senator  here  would  find  it  out 
to  the  end  of  his  life,  unless  gratuitously  told 
of  it!  so  little  does  it  enter  into  the  head  of 
ai^  one  to  think  of  that  journal,  nuteh  leaa  to 


look  at  it  or  to  use  it  I  Sappressioa  of  facts  I 
Suppression  of  the  knowledge  or  the  fact  that 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  March,  1834^ 
adjudged  President  Jackson  to  be  guilty  of  hav- 
ing violated  the  laws  and  constitution  of  his 
country  ?  The  preposterous  conception  never 
entered  oar  imaginations.  We  know  that  tbis 
act  of  tbe  Senate  is  to  live,  and  to  live  while 
Anwricwi  tdstory  lasts.  We  know  that  it  is  to 
sidn  new  notoriety,  and  multiidied  existences, 
from  the  very  moticm  wMoh  I  now  make.  To 
say  nothing  of  oar  own  action,  my  resolution, 
our  speeches,  the  newspmer  publications,  and 
the  universal  attraction  of  the  public  mind  to 
the  subiect,  our  own  Journals  are  again  to  be* 
come  the  recipient  of  its  existence,  and  the 
iostromeats  of  its  diffusion  over  the  Union,  the 
two  Americas,  and  all  Europe.  The  new  menu- 
si3*ipt  journal,  read  this  morning  at  onr  table, 
will  ctmtain  every  word  of  this  judgment ;  the 
one  tiiousand  and  ten  copies  to  be  printed  wiU, 
every  one,  be  honored  i^th  its  impression. 

Mr.  B.  s^  that  he  had  chosen  to  make  out 
his  case  vpon  reason  and  argument,  with  as 
littie  reference  as  possible  to  loeoedent  and  au- 
thority. I  am,  said  he,  in  favor  of  the  ail- 
ments which  convince  the  understanding,  in 
ooutradistinotion  to  the  authorities  and  preoe- 
deats  which  subdue  the  will.  I  wish  always 
to  receive  reasons  myself  and  therefore  feel 
bound  to  render  them.  Addressing  an  enlight- 
ened Senate,  and  an  intelligent  community,  I 
look  to  their  understandings,  and  feel  safe  while 
I  speak  to  tiieir  judgment  I  have,  therefore, 
postponed  to  the  last,  an  aathority  drawn  from 
our  own  history — an  authority  drawn  from  the 
history  of  the  American  Senate — covering  the 
wlude  KTonnd  of  the  presrat  ease,  and  going  far 
bey<Hia  what  I  now  propose  to  do.  It  is  a  pre- 
oedei^t  oi  thirty  years'  standing,  occurring  in 
the  good  days  of  Ur.  Jefferson,  when  the  de- 
mocracy were  in  tbe  ascendant  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  when  the  fathers  of  the  re* 
public,  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  were 
in  full  life  and  foil  power  to  protect  their  work, 
and  to  see  that  notmng  was  dcoie  to  impidr  the 
coDstitntion  which  th^  had  estahUshea. 

[Ur.  B.  then  read  extrscts  from  the  journals  of  tbe 
Senate  and  House,  of  April,  1806,  reliUive  to  the 
monorials  <tf  &  a  Ogdm  and  William  a  Smith.] 

lljr.  B.  then  remarked  upon  the  passages 
which  he  had  read  from  the  Senate  and  House 
jonmals.  He  sud  that  they  established  every 
point  which  was  material  to  be  made  out  in 
snppwt  of  his  motion ;  they  establish  both  the 
ri^t  to  expun^  and  the  doty  to  expunge,  in 
sach  a  case  as  is  now  presented  in  the  proceed- 
ings agfunst  President  Jackson.  The  memorials 
which  were  presented  in  the  Senate  and  in  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  contained  criminal 
chargesagainst  President  Jefferson.  They  went 
to  cnmioate  him  as  a  conniver  at  a  violation  of 
the  lawa,  and  to  stigmatize  him  for  bad  fbith  to 
those  who  had  beui  his  dupes.  The  petition^ 
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•were  in  duplicate,  and  were  presented  simnl- 
taneonsly  in  the  two  Hooses.  In  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentatives  the^  were  instantly  met  by  a 
resolre  denying  their  tmth,  declaring  them  to 
be  unfit  matter  to  be  presented  to  the  House, 
and  ordering  them  to  be  returned  to  the  peti- 
Uoaers.  Id  the  Senate  they  were  first  ordered 
to  be  retnmed,  bnt  no  reason  assigned ;  they 
were  tben  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  it ;  and 
were  expunged  in  the  most  effaotnal  and  irre- 
wrenblo  maimer.  Thay  were  dropped  from 
the  volume.  The  very  pages  which  contiuned 
them  were  dropped  and  omitted.  For  the  jour- 
nal being  still  in  loose  sheets,  the  sheets  whioh 
containM  the  obnoxious  pnMseedings  were  left 
ont  of  the  bound  volume,  and  thus  all  trace  of 
their  existence  disappeared.  It  is  only  by  look- 
ing to  the  minutes  and  the  journal  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  that  we  can  find  out  what 
these  petitionB  were.  Hach  is  the  case  of  1806. 
It  is  a  complete  and  perfect  precedent  for  the 
case  of  18S6.  The  memorials  v«re  attacks 
niKm  Ur.  Je^xm.  They  oontuned  impeach- 
able matter  against  him.  They  ohai^ed  him 
with  concivauoe  and  secret  partldpation  in  the 
onlawftd,  disastrous,  and  tragical  expedition  of 
Hiranda.  The  charges  which  they  contained 
had  filled  all  the  oppoutioa  newspapers  of  the 
day,  and  had  been  used  for  er&ry  purpose  of 

Earty  warfare  agunst  him.  To  get  these  orim- 
lal  chains  on  the  joumala  was  the  next  ob- 
ject. In  the  Senate,  end  in  the  House  of 
BepresentativeB,  they  were  presented  by  the 
political  enemies  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  so  far  as 
they  received  support  or  conntoumoe,  it  was 
from  Uie  ranks  of  the  omMMiticau  So  of  tlw 
proceedings  against  Premdent  Jackson,  lhar 
are  attacks  npoa  him.  Th^  dmrga  him  wiUi 
▼iolaUng  the  laws  and  the  oonatltution.  Th^ 
go  to  aimlnate  and  stigmatize  him.  The 
diarges  which  they  exhibit  were  universally 
oiromated  in  the  opposition  newspapers  before 
they  were  presented  in  the  Senate.  The  Bank 
of  the  United  States  bad  formally  accused  the 
Frendeut,  and  all  the  publications  of  the  day, 
periodical,  diurnal,  and  what  not  that  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  bank,  were  nlled  with  the 
charges.  Party  warfare  had  used  them  to  the 
uttermost  iu  the  fiUl  elections  of  1688 ;  bnt  that 
was  not  sufficient ;  the  same  party  spirit,  and 
the  same  Pfirty,  the  bank  federal  party,  which 
in  1606  wished  to  have  its  chafes  against  Presi- 
dent Jeffbrson  transferred  from  the  new^i^ers 
to  the  JODmals  of  Oongress,  theooe  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  posterity  as  a  part  of  the  legislative 
bUAory  c»F  the  country ;  that  same  spirit,  and 
that  same  party,  has  wished  to  do  the  same 
thing  with  the  accusations  against  Prendent 
Jackson.  The  Congress  of  1806^  both  Honse 
and  Senate,  met  this  unconstitutional  attempt 
as  it  deserved.  The  Honse  refused  the  memo- 
rial, and  voted  it  to  be  nnsnstained  by  evidence, 
and  reprehensible  in  its  character ;  the  Senate 
ordered  the  whole  proceeding,  and  every  trace 
and  letter  of  it,  to  be  expan«»d  from  the  jonr- 
naL  It  is  to  no  pfnrpose,  Mr.  Frendent,  that 


any  one  may  attempt  to  draw  a  tiEtiitit.c 
where  there  is  no  difference.  It  is  to  no  Re- 
pose that  any  <Hie  may  attempt  to  dnw  i  ci- 
tinction  between  expnngingat  the  aiD»se»/. 
and  at  a  subsequent  one.    There  is  do  difenatt 
between  the  oases.   The  right  to  ezponge  r^^ 
upon  the  right  to  Iraep  the  jonmal  ckai  o(  ik 
ought  never  to  be  iimnt  it.   It  rests  ^nd 
ri^t  to  pnrify  it  front  any  bsfn^. 
which  Inadvertenoe,  mistake^  or  the  ii^uba; 
▼imlenoe,  and  ftury  of  party  spirit,  mij  he: 
put  upon  it.   To  this  porificatiMi  tluni-fr' 
limit  of  time,  dther  in  law  or  in  monk  hi 
not  a  case  for  a  statute  of  limitatioBs. 
from  its  very  nature,  the  parifiestioB  rf  la 
journal  is  to  be  effected  when  it  eu  be; 
that  always  implies  a  time  posterior  to  tkt 
wrong;  and  in  the  case  of  fs^on,  itimflie-i 
time  posterior  to  the  downfsll  of  tbe  liex. 
The  precedent  of  1806  meets  the  oljectkcs 
1886.   It  meets  it  fall  and  fair  in  the  (act.  r» 
olgection  is,  that  the  Senate  is  bound  to  fOKf 
its  prooeediags ;  that  it  must  write  doniiii 
proceedings  in  the  jonmal,  and  then  pn«n> 
them  forever ;  nevw  altering,  chansiDg,  ^  * 
ftdng  one  word,  one  letter,  one  iota,  om 
of  the  sacred  work,  from  tiiie  mooieiit  ii  ' 
be  done  to  the  end  of  time.  TMiisUnotft 
tion;  and  it  has  been  repeated  rather  too  i££ 
to  l>e  itself  changed  or  altered  to  inH  i- 
overpowering  authority  of  the  preceden'.'! 
1806.   And  this,  sir,  is  my  answer  to  the 
ator  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Pobtie.)  I  ttM  ^ 
tbe  expunging  was  not  only  at  the  Bsme 
but  on  the  same  day  that  the  {voceedisf  Et-i 
place.  , 
After  tills  preliminaiT'  view  of  the  nghu  i^- 
power  of  the  Senate  over  its  ymnai,  *»  ^ 
vindication  of  its  authority  to  expunge  btufk 
obliterations,  and  oonseqaently  to  expno^  '-^ 
an  order  instead  of  an  erasore,  ib.B.t$o''' 
the^  merits  of  the  question,  and  ""^^l^* 
which  he  proposed  to  take  of  Ihe  wooerti^"' 
againet  President  Jackson  required  lum  ^  P*' 
ceed  to  the  fonnttOn  head  and  oripoalx^ 
of  this  extraordinary  process.  It  did  not 
inate  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Ststt*  w 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  I  sad  l-i- 
the  Senate  has  done  has  been  to  oopr  twr 
Deeding  of  which  that  institution  was  the  w& 
A  statement  so  material  as  this,  (ooBtinoed 
B.,)  and  which  goea  toexhibit  tbe  Seuu^-^ 
United  States  asfoUowing  theleadof  thefid^ 
of  the  United  States  in  the  oondBauuti»«_* 
Prefddent,  cannot  be  made  wiUiwt  erwaw 
hand  to  support  it.  No  assertion  ' 
thing  ahoidd  be  made,  except  as  an  iDtnaiK^ 
totheproot   Fully  aware  of  this,  it  le  di:»| 
tention  to  economize  words,  to  diqienK  ^ 
asserUon,  and  to  proceed  dUectly  W  tM  < 
dence.   With  this  o^ect,  and  without  «^ 
ing  at  present  to  a  mass  of  Beoondu;  ^vu 
in  the  tiank  gazettes  of  the  aotomn  of 
have  recourse  at  once  to  a  publicstt*  i*^ 

direotiy  from  the  bank-^  pimplu^^  "rjz 
pagea,  isBoed  bj  the  board  of  difeotors « 
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day, theSdda^ofDeoember,  1888.  Thiswaathe 
same  day  on  whioh  the  President  of  tiie  United 
States  delivered  bis  annaal  message  to  Oongress, 
and  the  d^<m  whioh  it  waa  known  ereiTWhere 
that  he  wonld  deliver  it  On  that  <u^  Uie 
Presldeat  of  the  Bunk  of  the  United  States  sat 
at  the  head  of  his  board  of  directors;  and,  tak- 
ing cognizance  of  the  impnted  dellnqnenoiea  of 
Preddent  Ja<^son,  they  proceeded  to  try  and 
condemn  him  for  a  violation  of  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  his  coontrj — to  denonnoe  him 
for  a  despot,  tjrant,  and  nsorper — to  as^ilate 
him  to  connterfeiters — to  load  him  with  every 
odious  and  every  infamons  epithet — to  indicate 
bis  impeachment  to  Congr^a — to  argne  at  great 
len^;th  to  prove  him  golltj — to  order  6,000 
copies  of  the  ailment  and  proceedings  to  be 
printed,  and  a  copy  to  be  furnished  to  each 
member  ttf  the  Senate  and  Honse  (tf  Bwresent* 
atlvea.   As  a  member  oi  the  Senate  I  nad  Uie 
honor  to  rmeive  <me  of  these  pamphlets,  the 
only  &Tor  I  ever  recdved  from  that  institntion, 
and  for  wliioh  I  hope  to  show  myself  mindful 
by  the  nse  which  I  make  of  it.  It  is  firom  that 
pamphlet  that  I  now  qnote. 

[Here  Mr.  B,  read  copioQfl  extracts  from  the  pam- 
phlet referred  to,  showing,  that  the  vfaole  proceeding 
in  tiie  Senate  sgainst  President  Jat^son,  all  the  accn- 
sations;  spedficatltms,  arguments,  and  consequences 
on  account  of  the  removal  of  the  deports — bad  been 
marked  out  the  bank  before  Congreai  met:  He 
then  vent  Into  an  extended  argument  «l  the  law  and 
the  facta  of  the  ease ;  and  omdoded  with  a  brief 
peroration  in  datmtdatlon  of  the  irhole  prooeedbig 
agdnst  Fmddent  Jackson.] 


TuBSDAT,  March  32. 
Admittion  of  ArJeanta$. 

Hi.  BtrOHANAK,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whomwasreferredthe  memorial  of  the  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  States  of  the 
Union;  whioh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  BKHTcnr  moved  to  make  the  bill  for  the 
adndsdon  of  IGchigan,  and  the  other  bill  last 
reported  the  speoial  order  for  Friday. 

lb.  OuTToir  moved  Taesday ;  and  fUs  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 


TviBDAT,  Uardh  29. 

Admution  of  3Rehigan. 

Mr.  Benton  moved  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders,  and  to  take  np  the  bill  to  establish  the 
northern  bonndary  line  of  Ohio,  and  for  the 
admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  which 
motkn  was  iwreed  to. 

Mr.  E  aam  the  committee  who  reported 
ttiis  bill,  and  of  whioh  he  was  a  membei',  had 
considered  the  Bonthetn  botmdiry  line  as  vir* 


[SSMAIK. 

tnally  established.  They  had  inclnded  in  the 
proposed  limits  a  considerable  portion  of  terri- 
tory on  the  north-west,  and  had  eetiiuated  Uie 
wlude  amount  of  territory  embraced  wlthhi  the 
territorial  limits  of  the  whole  State  at  sixty 
thousand  square  miles.  The  territory  attach- 
ed, contained  a  very  small  portion  of  tiie  Indian 
popolatjon.  He  spoke  of  uie  trade  on  the  river 
between  Lakes  Michigan  and  9bperior.  As 
Michigsn  presented  an  extended  frontier,  both 
as  related  to  the  Indians  and  foreign  powers,  it 
was  desirable  that  it  shoald  be  as  strong  and 
defenoible  a  State  as  possible.  Mr.  B.  moved  to 
strike  ont  the  words  in  the  third  section  "  be 
anthorized  to,"  so  as  to  make  it  read,  the  Presi- 
dent "  ahall "  annoonce  the  fact  of  the  acceptr 
ance  by  the  L^islatmre :  also,  to  strike  oat  thQ 
words  "  shall  reouve  the  approbation  of  the 
Senatws  and  Itonbora  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  elected  to  rewesoit  the  said  State  in 
the  Ooogress  of  the  tl/uted  States ; "  which 
were  agreed  to.  He  offered  some  forthor 
amendments  of  minor  importance,  which  were 
also  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Olattos  sud :  The  bill  proposed  the  rati- 
fication and  confirmation  of  the  constitntion 
Ibrmed  bj  the  convention  elected  by  the  people 
of  Michigan,  bnt  it  chat^^  the  bonndariea 
olumed  by  that  constitution,  in  the  most  essen- 
tial particulars.  The  bill,  in  the  8d  section, 
provided  that  this  act  shall  receive  the  assent 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  convention  elected  by  its  peo- 
ple, and  thereupon,  and  without  Airther  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  Confess,  the  Frecddent 
shall  annomioethat  the  conditions  of  her  ^mis- 
rioa  are  complied  with,  and  her  Senators  and 
Representative  shall  be  allowed  to  take  th^ 
seats  in  Congress,  without  further  deli^.  Gen- 
tlemen would  perceive  that  the  condition  rs- 

auired  by  the  bill  for  so  important  a  diaoge  of 
le  boundaries  of  the  new  State  was  not  the 
assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  bnt  the  assent 
of  her  IjefpsUture,  acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  before-named  convention.  He  wished  to 
call  the  attention  o£  gentlemen  to  this  point; 
Michigan  was  to  be  admitted  into  the  union 
as  soon  as  her  Le^slatnre,  acting  under  the 
anthoritr  of  the  conventiim,  assented  to  the 
boundaries  ^ven  in  the  bilL  Was  this  a  proper 
way  to  adimt  a  State  into  the  Union  9  Was 
tlda  consistent  with  the  principles  of  civil  Gov- 
OTument,  or  of  the  origin  of  civil  Governments, 
which  required  the  assent  of  the  governed  to 
the  form  and  manner  of  their  Government? 
How  was  the  assent  of  the  people  liviog  on  the 
north  ride  of  the  lake  g^ven,  eiuier  expressed  or 
imjdied?  Congress,  by  this  bill,  added  20,000 
square  miles  to  Michigan,  not  embraced  in  the 
boundaries  defined  iu  the  constitution  adopted 
by  them ;  and  how  was  the  assent  of  the  peo- 
|ue  living  in  ^t  portion  of  territory,  who  tocdc 
no  part  in  forming  this  constitntioD,  given  to 
these  boundaries?  How  would  gentlemen  ex- 
tend the  jurisdiction  of  the  new  State  over  this 
20,000  square  miles,  witfaont  asking  the  assent 


Digitized  by 


766 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 


Sbats.] 


AimiMtiom  of  Midiigam, 


[Mild,  a 


of  the  people  living  there  t  Again :  thU  bill 
Btruok  out  600  Bqnare  miles  contained  witiiin  the 
boundaries  dtimed  by  this  oonstitotion.  The 
oonstitatloo  rnns  thus :  '*  We,  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  as  established  by  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  11th  of  January,  1805." 
Now,  this  bill  extended  the  jnrisdiction  of  this 
eonstitntion  over  the  people  of  an  immense 
tract  of  country,  who  were  not  within  the  limits 
of  this  Territory,  as  established  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  the  11th  of  January,  1805;  and 
how  this  could  be  done,  withoat  violadng  the 
principle  that  all  Gorernments  were  finmdM  <m 
the  consent  of  the  goremed,  he  was  a  loss  to 
conoeiTe. 

"Ux.  C.  gave  his  oltJeetionB  at  lengQi  to  an- 
other part  of  the  eonstitntion  of  AGchtgan, 
which  provides  that  every  white  male  inhabi- 
tant residing  in  the  Territory  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  eonstitntion,  or  for  a  period  of 
sir  months,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  vote,  Tliis 
clause,  he  contended,  was  In  violaUon  of  the 
constitution,  which  gives  to  Ooi^ress  alone  the 
power  to  prescribe  anniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion. Mr,  0.  concluded  by  saying  that  he  was 
anxious  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union ;  and  if  this  bill  should  be  rejected,  as  he 
thoo^t  it  ought,  another  bill  mi^ht  be  brought 
forward  and  pasaed  at  this  session,  proi^dmg 
foe  obtaining  in  the  proper  fbrm  the  assent  of 
all  the  people  within  the  prescribed  boundaries 
to  the  constitution,  and  thus  Michigan  migiit 
come  into  the  Union  with  her  sister,  Arkansas, 
on  the  first  day  of  the  next  session.  She  would 
only  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  twing  rep* 
resented  in  Congress  fbr  the  short  period  yet 
remaining  of  this  session,  which  would  be  fully 
compensated  by  coming  into  the  Union  as  all 
the  other  States  had  done. 

Mr.  Bbiiton  replied  to  Mr.  Olatton,  that 
both  the  points  r^aed  by  him  had  been  debated 
and  aoqnieaeed  in  by  Congress  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  oentniy,  and  cited  the  acts  of  Oon- 
gresB  of  6th  and  April,  1813,  in  relatioa  to 
the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union, 
which  he  contended  were  parallel  with  the 
present  case,  and  went  into  a  minute  history  of 
t^e  circumstances  connet^ed  with  it,  to  show 
its  exact  similarity  to  the  case  of  IHchigan. 

Mr.  Hbrduokb  thought  the  case  cited  in  re- 
gard to  the  admission  of  Michigan  not  exactly 
in  point  There  was  no  question  of  citizenship 
in  Ix)uisiana,  and  it  was  more  than  a  year  after 
her  boundaries  were  prescribed  and  fixed  bOfore 
the  new  aoqnisition  was  made  to  her  territory; 
and  she  had  the  r^t  of  reaction,  although  it 
accepted  the  additional  temtory.  la  this  ease 
the  people  of  Miehinn  had  no  right  of  r^ection. 
The  people  within  %h»  territory  l^atwas  added 
had  not  participated  in  the  formation  of  the 
constitution  submitted  to  Congress ;  and,  if  they 
had,  it  is  not  known  that  tiie  constitution  would 
have  been  what  it  is.  He  did  not  wish  to  de- 
bate the  qnestion,  but  merely  to  show  the  dif- 
ference between  this  and  the  ease  dted  bj  Uie 
gentleman  firom  IGssootl 


'WsDHSsnAT,  March  80. 

Mr.  buoHAVAN'  said  that  he  had  good  ima 
for  desiring  that  the  bill  might  be  rerr  tfte& 
decided  on,  and,  therefore,  be  should  ukt  z 
as  little  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  ai  possKt 
The  first  objection  ho  should  eocsder  n 
the  one  suggested,  rather  than  insisted  e. 
by  the  Senator  from  Delaware ;  and  that  to 
that  no  act  had  been  passed  byCoagreBfir 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  people  «  Mid: 
gan  to  fimn  a  State  oonnitatioD,  in  oMiett 
to  what  had  bew  supposed  to  m  ths  one 
in  r^ard  to  other  States  that  have  ben  liei 
ted  into  the  Ui^od,   Now,  was  ihm,  btmai 
ask,  any  reason  for  pas^ng  such  an  sett  Tst 
it  required  by  principle,  or  was  it  reooind  tf 
former  practice  f   He  utterly  daiied  tk  i 
was  required  either  by  the  one  or  the  cd? 
before  a  new  State  may  be  admitted  intPBi 
Union ;  and  whether  it  was  given  prerioKi^c: 
subsequently  to  the  application  of  a  ^  i* 
admiainon  into  the  Union,  was  of  no  eat^ 
importance.   He  admitted  that  the  paanpi' 
ench  an  act  previonkly  to  the  admiRoo  a 
a  new  State  was  the  best  course  to  adtipt:  tt 
if  a  people  had  formed  a  r^lrfiean  aa^ 
tion,  and  if  Congress  shoold  think  ^  A? 
bad  assumed  proper  boundaries,  wHtliiinL7 
objection  to  their  admission,  wn^ierdKp 
liminary  law  had  been  passed,  or  otlitrv»' 
Bat,  in  the  history  of  tnis  GovemmecL  ^_ 
bad  precedents  to  sanction  this  bill ;  and  ^ 
had  (me  which  applied  expressly  to  tlis 
case ;  it  being  utterly  impossible  to  ditv  a! 
distinction  wtween  the  two,  unleBS  in 
of  Michigan.   He  referred  to  the  cm  (^a 
State  of  Tennessee,  found  in  the  seooDdn)B< 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  Tiie  p 
amble  was  short,  oontoining  bat  a  few 
and  he  would  read  it.   This  brief  ^na^ 
was  a  deolaration  tha^  "by  the  aeeuaw 
of  the  deed  of  oessioa  of  the  State  of  Kon 
Carolina,  Congress  were  bomid  to  li? 
one  or  more  States,  the  territory  thwebj  «« 
to  the  United  States.    Congress,  tberefon 
upim  the  presentation  of  a  c<HistitDtion 
Tennessee,   declared  that  State  to  Ek  ^ 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  on  in 
footing  with  the  original  Statea  in  all  reoiA 
whatever,  by  the  name  and  title  of  tba  otv 
of  Tennessee."  , 

Now,  sir,  (said  Mr,  B.,)  what  was  the  *t 
here?   There  was  no  stipulation  iu^*^^ 
cession  finm  the  States  of  North  Oaroliun^ 
Georgia,  confining  this  Territory  to 
tion  of  one  State.  On  the  oonti«7.»t^ 
of  both  States  provided  that  the 
tory  should  be  formed  into  one  or  ^''JJt* 
According  to  the  terms  of  the  ori^ 
the  Territory  was  to  be  formed  i^*<"**? 
more  States ;  and  withont  any  P""""." 
Congress,  the  Legislative  Oonncii  pwaed » » 
for  taking  the  census  of  the  peoplfi  "  ""fjl 
ritoiT,  declaring  that,  if  a  soaBuatpqHi'^ 
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should  be  foand  to  entitle  them  to  admisuon 
into  the  Union,  the  Governor  was  anthorized 
to  direct  elections  to  be  held  for  members  of 
a  oonTention  to  form  a  State  constitatdon.  The 
oonatitatioD,  as  in  the  case  of  Uiohigan,  was 
formed  under  tiwir  Territorial  OoTemmoit; 
and  OongrasB  wts  not  ooosulted  at  all  in  the 
natter.  The  first  tntdmatioa  Oraixress  had 
reoeived  of  tlie  ftct  was  in  the  Message  of 
General  Washington,  recommending  the  ad- 
misaion  of  the  State  into  the  Union.  He  voold 
read  one  seotence  from  this  Message.  It  was 
dated  the  Sth  of  April,  1796.  General  Wash- 
ing^n,  in  this  Message,  states,  that  "  among 
the  priTlleges,  benefits,  and  advantages  seoored 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  sonth  of 
the  river  Ohio,  appears  to  be  the  right  of 
forming  a  permanent  constitntion  and  State 
Government^  and  of  admission  as  a  State  by 
its  delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  on  an  eqaal  footing  with  the  ori^nal 
States,  in  all  respects  whatever,  when  it  dionld 
have  thwein  rihj  thousand  tree  inhahitaots : 
Provided  Oie  cmutitntion  and  OoTemmant  bo 
to  be  formed  shoold  be  repnbtioan,  sod  in  con- 
formity to  the  principles  contained  in  the  articles 
of  the  said  ordinanoe.*^ 

This  was  the  opinicm  of  G«ieral  Washington 
himself  distinctly  expressed.  The  people  of 
the  Territory  themselves  made  the  first  efforts 
for  admission  into  the  Union;  tbcy  acted  on 
their  own  anthority  solely,  never  having  asked 
Congress  for  the  passage  of  a  previoos  law,  and 
General  Washin^n  s^d  they  bad  the  right, 
as  they  tmqaestionably  had,  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  if  they  had  a  siiffici«ot  popa- 
lation.  This  MesB^ce,  Jnst  mnitioned,  was 
nf&TbA  to  a  committee  in  both  Honses  of 
Oongress;  and  in  the  House  of  B^tresentatives. 
a  report  was  Immediately  made  by  General 
Dearborn,  the  diairman  of  the  committee  of 
that  House,  in  favor  of  the  admisuon  of  the 
State.  In  the  Senate  this  people  met  with  a 
difi'erent  reception.  A  report  was  made  by 
Hr.  King,  chairman  of  the  Senate  committee, 
i^^nst  their  admisNon ;  and  the  committee 
took  the  groood  that,  as  Congress  had  the 
right  to  dedde  whether  this  Territory  should 
be  divided  into  one  or  two  States,  Congress 
shoo^  have  been  oonsolted  ^previoos  to  the 
fimnation  of  oonstitn^tm.  There  was 
another  oljection  Utm  by  the  oommittee, 
andthat  was,  that  as  the  coiSDfl  bad  been  taken 
nnder  the  anthori^  of  the  Territory,  and  not 
nnder  the  anthority  of  Congress,  there  was  not 
evidence  of  the  existence  therein  of  a  snffioient 
popidation  to  entitle  the  Territory  to  admisuon. 
Tin  Soiate  agreed  to  this  report,  and  passed  a 
bill  directing  a  oensns  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
SoQth-westem  Territory  to  be  taken.  That  bill 
went  to  the  lower  House,  who  stmck  out  every 
provinon  contained  in  it,  and  amended  it  by  pro- 
viding for  tlie  immediate  admisuon  of  the 
State  into  the  Union.  The  Senate  receded 
fnm  the  poution  it  had  taken ;  the  Ull  was 
p—ed  withe  last      of  the  saarion^asamwid- 
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ed  by  the  Hotise;  and  at  the  eabse^nent  session 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  new 
State  took  their  seats  in  Congress.  Kow,  he 
would  defy  any  man  whatever  to  point  out 
the  distinction  between  the  two  oases,  unless 
it  be  in  favor  of  Michigan.  Here  is  no  ques- 
tion whether  one  or  two  States  were  to 
be  formed,  making  t^e  case  strong  in  ftvor 
of  Michigan.  Yet^^without  the  pre^ona  as- 
sent of  Congress,  Tennessee  formed  her  con- 
stitution ;  knocked  at  yoor  doors  for  admis- 
sion ;  and  being  a  welcome  stranger,  was  cor- 
dially admitted.  He  would,  thai,  ask  gen- 
tiemen  to  mete  out  the  same  measure  of  justice 
and  liberality  to  Michigan  that  was  meted  out 
to  Tennessee,  Ought  mey  to  be  offended  with 
the  eagerness  of  the  new  States  for  admission 
into  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  benefits  of 
this  Union,  at  a  time  when  some  of  the  old 
States  were  threatening  to  leave  it?  Ought 
we  not,  said  he,  to  hail  the  coming  in  of  these 
new  States  our  own  flesh  and  blood,  and,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  a  little  smot  not 
send  them  dissatisfied  from  our  doors  t 


Fbidat,  April  1. 
Admitnon  of  Michigan. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to 
establish  the  northern  boundary  line  of  Ohio, 
and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Michigan. 

The  questiott  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wbight  to  admit  the  State  as  soon  as  the 
assent  of  delegates,  appointed  by  the  people 
of  Michigan  fbr  that  ptu^ose,  to  a  line,  should 
be  obtained, 

Mr.  SocTOASD  resamed  the  observations  he 
had  commenced  on  the  preceding  day,  and 
spoke  at  much  length. 

Mr.  Hkndrickb  explained  the  amendments 
which  he  had  l^d  on  the  table  yesterday, 
and  which  he  proposed  to  offer  at  a  proper 
time. 

Messrs.  Olatton,  Ewiko,  and  Clat,  address- 
ed the  Senate,  principally  in  opp(»ition  to  that 
part  of  the  constitution  of  Michigan  in  rela- 
tion to  the  right  of  suffi*age. 

Mr.  BiKTOH  and  Mr.  Buohanah  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  admisdon,  and  in  &vor  trf  the 
rig^t  (rf  sliens  to  zeroise  the  elective  finnohiae 
under  the  ordinance  of  1787. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote : 

TxAs. — ^Messrs.  Beaton,  Brown,  Bnduuun,  Cuth- 
bert,EwiDgof  Elinois,  Grundy,  Heodricks,  Hill,  Hub- 
bard, of  Alsbama,  Eiog  of  Qeoivift,  Lion,  Mor- 
ris, Nicfaolu,  miea,  Bives,  Robioson,  Buggies,  Shep< 
ley,  TiUoudge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wri^t— 28. 

Natb.— liMBn.  Blad^  Dayja  Ewing  of  (Hdo,  Lei^ 
Southard,  SwlfV,  Tomliiwon,  White— 8. 


Admmon  of  Michigan. 
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Satdbdat,  Aprils. 
Admiarion  0/  MuAiffan. 

The  bin  to  establish  the  northern  bonndary 
of  Ohio>  and  to  provide  for  Hie  admiarion  of 
the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  United  States, 
was  read  a  third  t^e. 

On  the  qaestioD  of  its  passage, 

Mr.  PoBTBB  stated  some  obJeeUons  which  he 
had  to  the  bill,  and  moved  to  recommit  It 

On  this  qaestion  a  debate  ensned,  in  which 
Mr.  Oalhoon,  Mr.  Pobtkr,  Mr.  Waleeb,  Mr, 
Weight,  Mr,  Bsnton,  Mr.  Obittbsdbn,  Mr. 
Pbxbton,  Mr.  Olat,  IAc.  Makotju,  Mr.  Black, 
Mr.  Whitb,  Mr.  Clayton,  Mr.  'Wbiqht,  and 
Mr.  SoDTHABD,  severally  addressed  the  Senate. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Admimon  of  ArkiBmina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BnoHASAir, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into 
the  Union ;  and  the  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Buchanan  ezpluned  the  bill  fiulj — 
expressed  his  anxiety  that  it  should  pass  and 
be  sent  to  the  other  Hoase  simaltaneonsly  with 
the  Michigan  bill,  in  order  that  the  two  States 
may  come  into  the  Union  together.  Be 
exphuned  that  the  bill  contained  no  provisions 
that  had  been  otiJeoted  to  in  the  Michigan  bill ; 
and,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Oaisouk,  stated  that 
the  rights  of  the  Government  to  its  pablio 
lands  m  the  State  were  perfectly  gnarded. 
The  bill,  he  udd,  had  been  reported  more  than 
a  week  ago;  and  being  printed,  and  in  the 
hands  of  eveiy  Senator,  they  had  had  a  fxiH 
opportaidty  of  becoming  acqotdnted  with  its 
provisions. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
fbr  4  third  reading. 


Monday,  April  4. 

.idmlMim  of  ArkaiMai, 

The  bill  providing  for  the  admisdcm  ■  of 
Arkansas  into  the  Union,  tm  an  eqaal  footing 
with  the  other  States,  came  np  on  its  third 
readingt, 

Mr.  Buchanan  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passa^  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  final 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  passsd  by  the 

following  vote : 

Teas. — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buch&nsn,  Cal- 
houn, Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Ulinoifl,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Gnindy,  Hendricks,  Hiu,  Habbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  limi,  McEean,  IfitngiiTTi^ 
Moore,  Morris,  ificholafl,  Ifiles,  Preston,  IUTes,1lob- 
.  Unson,  Buggies,  Shepley,  Talbnadge,  Bpton,  Walker, 
White,  Wnriit— 81. 

NAva— Messrs.  day,  Enight,  Porter,  PrMitiss, 
Robbina,  Svift-6.  * 


WnntBSDAT,  Jk|ail  S. 
InetBiMairy  PKiNBatimi: 

The  bill  to  prevent  the  cireid&tiaB  ttt?^ 
the  mails  of  incendiary  pabBeatiaa  wut. 
np  as  the  special  ordw. 

Mr.  Calhoun  briefly  explained 
ions  of  the  biU,  and  moved  to  fill  up  tb;  ^ 
blank  with  $100,  and  the  second  blict  n 
$1,000 ;  which  motion  was  to. 

[These  snms  apply  to  the  pnultj  rs.}^- 
on  the  depnty  postmasters  foravioluion^i 
law,  being  a  fine  of  not  less  Oun  %W..  £. 
Dot  more  than  $1,000.] 

Mr.  Davis  said  this  was  a  verr 
bill,  and  oaght  not  to  be  acted  od  lii ' 
some  delibmition.     He  had  Ixnxd 
gentleman  would  have  been  prepared  tod^'* 
ms  views  at  length  npon  it  Ai  far 
he  was  not  nowprepued  to^wai  oni:  '- 
would  move  to  postpone  it  for  the  preaEi 

Mr.  Gbtotdt  observed  that  he  W 
tamed  his  attention  to  the  sD^«t  c 
approved  of  the  principles  of  the  bil 
he  did  not  think  it  altt^tber  calcoW 
effect  the  objects  it  had  in  view.  If  the  pr- 
man  from  South  Carolina  would  cfOEtC^  ' 
postponement  for  two  or  three  days,  Ii**"^ 
then  be  prepared  to  offer  some  ammJi"' 
that  he  Uioaght  wonld  be  satis&ct<»7 1^'  = 
gentleman,  and  wonld  answer  the  pmpofti: 
tended ;  his  duties  in  the  cwomittee  rf 
he  was  chairman  preven^g  him  fioo 
ing  to  the  subjeot  sooner.  Mr.  G.,  after  .> 
ther  oonirideraQon,  and  a  aoggestion  &i>eV 
Oalhovh,  assffiitea  to  the  pos^MnenKc:: 
to-morrow,  and  the  bill  was  accorfngT* 
postpimed. 

THtWDAT,April7. 

Railroad  Contrtu^ 

Mr.  Ghdtot,  from  the  Ooniinitwa^ 
Post  Office  and  Post  Boads,  made  - 
the  ml^eot  of  the  bill  to  authoria 
with  the  ndlroad  oompanies;  which 
from  the  table.  ,  ^ 

Mr.  EwiNO,  of  Ohio,  stated 
contamed  much  important  matterwBiM';  ^: 
proper  to  lay  before  the  public ;  and  be  iw - 
in^ly  moved  that  there 8,000  ejt»«^ 
prmted. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Ineendiaiy  I^UeaiiM- 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  oonsiiiert^^, 
prohibiting  depnty  poetmsBtera  fiwi'*^ 
or  transmitting  through  the  msil,  to 
Territory,  or  District,  certain 
mentioned,  the  dzvnlation  of  i^Kitf 
Uw^  of  add  State,  Territory,  or  Da""' 
be  prohibited,  and  for  other  iHoP***  ..j  g> 
Mr.  Datis,  of  MasaaohuietoJ»»  i 

he  prtpoaed,  as  no  otiier  II«*TdWi« 
inoliMd  to  trte  ttw  floor,  toavrtatw"*^ 
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of  the  Senate  to  some  connderations  connected 
■with  this  bill.  The  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Oubodn)  had  joBtly  observed  that  it 
was  an  important  measure,  and  I  (said  Mr.  D.) 
so  view  it,  for  it  seems  to  me  to  propose  a  grea^ 
and,  I  fear,  ii^orious  change  in  the  policy  of  the 
TTnited  States.  The  all^^  object  (said  Mr.  D.) 
is  to  suppress  what  are  called  incendiary  pnb- 
Hoations;  and  it  is  necessary  to  look  at  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  that  the  change  in  policy, 
and  the  manner  in  whioh  it  affects  privileges 
which  we  have  hitherto  e^Jo^ed,  may  be  fiuly 
nnderatood. 

1st.  It  provides  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for 
any  postmaster  to  put  into  tiie  mail,  or  deHver 
therefrom,  any  pamphlet,  newspap^,  handbilL 
or  other  paper,  printed  or  written,  or  piotoriiu 
representation,  touching  the  subject  of  slavery, 
addressed  to  any  person  living  in  a  State  where 
the  circulation  of  suob  paper  is  prohibited  by 
law. 

2d.  It  ma^es  a  violation  of  this  joxivision 
punishable  with  fine  or  imprisonment 

I  need  not  (swd  Mr.  0.)  state  the  provisions 
more  partiouMrly,  as  the  reridne  consists  of 
details.  It  seems  to  me  pli^  that  the  object  is 
to  transfer  from  the  United  States  the  r^ola- 
tlon  of  the  mail  aod  of  the  Post  Office,  in  uiese 
matters,  to  tiie  States,  hj  making  the  laws  of 
the  St^es,  whatever  th^  are  or  may  be,  the 
laws  to  regulate  the  Post  Office,  and  to  that 
extent  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  This  is 
a  manifest  change  of  public  policy,  a  departure 
in  principle  from  the  uniform  course  of  legisla- 
tion ;  and,  not  being  prepared  for  such  a  ^p, 
I  have  risen  to  express  the  hope  that  it  will  not 
be  hastily  taken.  It  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate  to  place  me  upon  the  committee,  and,  as 
I  did  not  conoor  in  tne  report  or  the  bill,  it  is 
probaUy  expected  ibMlb  I  dioold  state  my  re&> 
sons  for  this  dfiBE^rence  of  opinion. 

The  report  drawn  by  the  distingtdBhed  Sena- 
tor from  Booth  Oardina  (Mr.  OjIhoub)  treats 
the  matter  in  two  distinct  views,  which,  how- 
ever ineenions  and  able,  seem  to  me  not  to  be 
reconciled  to  each  other. 

In  the  first  place,  it  contdns  an  able  argu- 
ment to  prove  tiiat  Congress  has  no  constitu- 
tions! power  to  pass  a  law  to  regulate  the  Post 
Office,  by  making  the  postmasters  the  judges 
to  determine  the  moral^  polttioal,  religious,  or 
other  tendency,  of  printed  or  written  matter, 
for  this  would  be  an  indirect  invasion  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  and  a  perversion  of  the 
parposes  and  intent  oS  the  poww  cranted  to 
manage  the  Post  Office.  It  likens  the  case  to 
that  of  the  seditifMi  law,  which  was  emdemn- 
ed  on  the  ground  that  the  press  was  Inctireotly 
invaded  by  it. 

In  the  second  place,  It  contends  that,  while 
this  direct  exercise  of  power  by  legislation  here 
is  denied,  there  is  a  full  and  complete  conatitn- 
tionid  aathority  to  sanction  and  carry  into  effect 
the  laws  of  the  States,  wlien  they  require  pre- 
dsely  the  same  investigation  of  tiie  mail,  the 
TouZn^-U 


[Sbuti. 

same  objectionable  separation  of  its  contents, 
and  the  same  practical  invasion  of  the  press. 

Kow,  sir,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  the  propositions 
seem  to  me  to  lead  to  the  same  result  The 
one  proposes  a  sappresraon  of  certain  papers 
by  the  agency  of  tne  postmasters,  and  so  does 
the  other ;  not  only  the  end,  therefore,  bat  the 
means,  are  the  same.  The  only  difference  is, 
tiiat  in  one  case  the  law  comes  from  a  State  or 
States,  and  in  the  other  from  Congress ;  but  if 
Congress,  by  its  acts,  so  far  adopts  the  law  of 
a  State  as  to  make  it  a  rule  of  conduct  for 
public  officers,  requiring  them,  under  penalties, 
to  obey  it,  is  not  such  a  law  in  fact  a  law  of 
Congress  by  adoption?  Is  it  not  in  tmth  a 
part  of  our  legislation  in  the  regulation  of  the 
Post  Office  as  much  as  if  it  had  emanated  di* 
rectiy  from  Congress  I  I  confess  I  cannot  per- 
ceive the  difference,  and  the  two  parts  of  the 
report,  which  arrive  at  opposite  results,  seem 
to  be  irreconcilable.  The  one  disproves  the 
other;  for,  if  the  one  is  right,  the  other  is 
wrong.  Sut,  mi,  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  in- 
to the  qnestion  of  constitutional  power  at  this 
time,  for  I  have  other  and  distinct  grounds  of 
objecti(Hi,  abont  whioh  I  feel  no  embarrass- 
ment; and,  thwefinre,  shall  at  present  leave  this 
debatable  qnestion. 

It  seems  to  me,  if  the  power  were  nnqnes- 
tionable,  the  measnre  is  inexpedient  To  make 
myself  understood,  I  most  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  character  of  the  Post  Office, 
and  then  distinctiy  to  the  proposed  plan  of  reg- 
ulation ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  it  wul  be  found 
to  be  such  a  perverrion  of  the  purposes  for 
which  the  Post  Office  was  eBtablishsd,  as  great- 
ly to  impair  its  usefolness. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  known  definition  of  a 
post  office  which  so  distinctiy  indicates  its 
character  as  to  show  the  precise  purposes  of 
its  establishment  in  detsil.  The  general  derign 
U  to  trannunt  intelligence ;  bnt  in  what  form 
and  to  what  extent,  are  all  matters  nndeter^ 
mined  by  the  constitution ;  for  the  authority  is 
there  oontidned  in  a  single  line.  Among  the 
enumerated  powers,  it  reads  "  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads."  This  is  all.  A  naked 
grant  of  power,  leaving  to  Congress  to  deter- 
mine how  and  in  what  way  it  ehm  be  executed ; 
and  Congress  has  hitherto  determined  both 
what  shul  go  in  the  mail  bags,  and  how  tiiey 
shall  be  tra^wrted,  and  upon  what  conditions. 
The  reason  of  vesting  this  power  in  Congress 
is  apparent  The  transmission  of  intelligence 
through  all  parts  of  the  country  was  obnons- 
ly  a  matter  of  great  public  eonoenmient,  in 
which  all  were  interestod ;  and,  as  ill  ironld 
be  represented  here,  that  ooold  manlfestiy  be 
better  regulated  and  provided  for  here  than  by 
the  States  separatdy.  The  matter  was  sup- 
posed to  be  uins  confided  where  there  ootud 
be  no  dispute  or  conflict  of  interest,  bnt  the 
laws  would  be  uniform,  and  the  transmissdon 
certain.  It  is,  then,  I  think,  clearly  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  speedy  trans- 
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miBBion  of  intelllgeiioe ;  and  in  thii,  I  doubt 
not,  we  all  concur. 

The  qnesUoUf  then,  raised  by  this  1)01  la 
this;  ahall  we  farther  regtdate  the  Post  Office, 
by  reqniring  the  postzuaatera  to  inreeti^ate  the 
contents  of  the  mail  ?  The  bill  makes  it  penal 
to  receive  or  deliver  any  papers,  the  circulation 
of  which  are  forbidden.  Kow,  sir,  how  can 
the  receiving  or  delivering  postmasters  know 
what  he  receives  or  delivers,  without  examina- 
tion ?  If  he  fails  to  examine  them  the  whole 
purpose  of  the  law  is  defeated.  If  he  exam- 
ines them,  the  contents  of  the  mail  are  exposed. 
The  bill  embraces  all  letters,  as  well  as  printed 
matter ;  for,  after  emunerating  newspapers, 
pamphlets,  handbills,  pictures,  sa,  it  says,  or 
any  other  paper.  The  mail  is  n«CMsarUy  sub- 
mitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  postmasters, 
with  s  power  to  rqject  or  withhold  so  much  of 
the  contents  as  have  any  thing  in  them  touch- 
ing the  subject  of  slavery,  if  it  is  prohibited 
circnlation.  We  are  told  that  all  mcendiary 
publications  are  prohibited ;  but  what  are  in- 
cendiary f  Yes,  what  are  incendiary  ?  I  will 
read  to  the  Senate,  from  a  document  before  me, 
that  they  may  be  the  better  able  to  jndge  what 
is  and  will  be  inhibited  as  incendiary.  A  short 
time  past,  a  citizen  of  New  York,  rending  in 
that  State,  and  editing  a  newspaper  called  the 
Emancipator,  was  indicted  in  Alabama;  and  as 
be  was  not  rendent  in  that  State,  Hie  GovOTnor 
demanded  him  <a  the  Governw  of  New  York 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  (though  he  had  not 
been  withio  the  lunits  of  Alabama,)  that  he 
might  be  tried  upon  tiie  indictment.  A  copy 
of  this  bill  was  ediibited  to  the  Governor  of 
Kew  York,  as  the  foundation  of  the  right  of 
^aim,  aod  thus  became  public.  The  Governor 
4)t  Kew  York  denied  that  a  person  who  had 
aot  been  in  Alabama  could  be  a  fbgittve  from 
^hat  State,  and  so  he  was  not  sorrendered. 

Now,  (said  Hr.  D.,)  I  beg  the  Senate  to  be 
.-attentive  to  the  offence  set  forth  in  this  iudiot- 
tment  It  consists  in  matter  extracted  from  tiie 
■  Jlmapcipator,  and  ia  as  follows :  "  God  com- 
iiaaiids  and  all  nature  cries  out  that  man  should 
■not  ibe  held  aa  property.  The  system  of  mak- 
>iag  men  property  has  plunged  2,200,000  of  our 
'faUow-countrymen  into  the  de^>est  phyneal  and 
moral  d^adation,  and  they  are  every  moment 
luUdng  deeper."  Of  all  the  matter  published 
in  tMs  incendiary  periodical,  as  it  is  styled,  this 
has  been  selected  as  the  most  criminal,  as  de- 
signed, as  the  indictment  alleges,  "  to  produce 
conspiracy,  insurrection,  and  rebellion,  among 
^e  slave  population  of  said  State,  in  open  vio- 
lation of  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  in 
each  case  made  and  provided."  Such  is  the 
rlair  of  Alabama,  and  sndi  the  langnage  which 
it  makes  criminal,  and  sends  fho  publuiher,  on 
oonviction,  I  suppose,  to  the  peidtentiary. 
With  the  policy  or  snob  a  law  I  have  nothing 
to  do  on  this  occasion,  for  I  adduce  tbia  indict 
ment  as  a  leading  example  to  show  what  is  by 
il&w  made  incendiary.  Whatever  may  be  the 
vTiewi  entertained  in  the  States  where  Blavery 


is  lawfiil,  I  cannot  fiirbear  nma^iiu  Ati 
language  wiH  be  rrad  witii  BuipriaemtbK: 
nection  out  of  them.  It  wiQ  be  esteevii 
mere  expression  of  opinicm,  am»e  tnsfin 
nine-tenths  of  the  people ;  and  ihtj  wi  t. 
it  difSoult  to  undurstand  how,  in  a  hsd  iW^ 
the  freedom  of  ^>eech  and  the  ^re»  are  ttrrv: 
by  the  constitution,  it  can  be  m  law  enzu 
If,  sir,  such  declarations  are  to  tie  iseiti  z- 
privilege  of  the  mail,  the  constitiition  of  li- 
saobosetts  would  be  exclnded  as  UbeDosiif 
cause  it  declares  fdl  men  are  bom  im  li 
equal.  This  sentiment  is  maiufestl/  it  t:-. 
at  -war  with  slavery  as  that  caduMi  iat. 
indictment 

Mr.  OAiHomi  a^  that  the  Scute  be 
Massaehnsette  had  oertainly  nised  itejz- 
portent  point;  and  be  oooM  not  dojnstirr; 
nis  argument  and  to  bimself  without  preiiR^ 
arranging  the  varions  points  of  it  Ibe  f(» 
tor,  however,  was  mistaken  ia  hisnefof:^- 
sabjeot  It  was  becatise  the  subject  putiolr; 
belonged  to  the  States,  and  it  was  the  dci; :' 
the  General  Government  to  aid  and  oh^ 
with  them  in  carrying  their  lavs  invt  kP- 
that  the  bill  was  framed.  He  ventDK^  ti  t- 
sert  that  not  only  did  this  duty  result 
relations  between  the  States  and  the  Ft^* 
Govemmeut,  but  that  it  was  ao  iadi^' 
doty.  The  principle  was  not  a  new  lot:  - 
had  been  applied  more  than  woe;  but  it  ^ 
an  old  principle  applied  to  a  new  ok.  a 
threw  ont  these  bints  to  prevent  anjfliww 
impressions  resulting  from  the  ronwe^ 
gentleman  from  Maasaohusetts. 


Fbedat,  April  8. 
Jfno  ffampMre  ^epvM^  SiaA^ 

Mr.  Hdbbaud  stated  that  the  Legiiliai*!' 
New  Hampshire,  on  the  26Ui  (rf 
passed  a  resolution  iastmcUiig  Uieir  - 
tiie  United  States  Senate  to  vote  for  eipuoc' 
ftom  the  jonmals  of  that  Senate  a  certam  w 
iution  wMoh  was  adopted  od  the  »8th  of  lu«^ 
1884;  and  that  the  Legudatnre also  ' 
the  same  time,  a  resolution  instnolu^  ^f^ 
Senators  to  present  their  resolution  to  tw 
ate.  Inobedience,ther«fore,totheinstrafi» 
of  the  Legislature,  and  in  accordsnce 
own  feelings,  he  would  now  adt  lea«  P*^ 
the  resolution,  and  would  move  flu*  >* 
npon  the  table  and  printed.  .  ^ 

The  following  is  the  lesohition  reww" 
by  Mr.  Hdbba£i>  : 

"  Statb  or  Niw  HiMFsmBt :  . 

"Je  it  ntolvedbyOt  Setutie  '^^'^1% 
$entativet  in  Oeneral  Court  -i^ 
Senators  m  Congress  be,  and  they  «« I^^^Sic.- 
ized  to  vote  that  the  reaolutioi)  pwsed  ^  ■ 
of  the  United  Ststes  on  the  «8th  <fay<»  j 
in  the  words  followiiig,  vi*:  'ThUtheft«|»Jj 
the  late  ezeonlive  prooeedings  in  «*^'^^J3t  * 
revenue,  has  anuined  upon  hinNB 
power  not  oDDfenred  byflie  < 
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in  derogation  of  both,'  be  expunged  ftom  the  journals 
of  that  bod; ;  and  that  they  be  further  iiutnicted  to 
lay  this  resolotion  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States." 

Maine  AnH-Slaetrif  AgitatUm  BnotutionM. 

Kt.  Buqoiks  faeltl  a  copy  of  resolntions  passed 
ly  the  Legislatare  of  Maine,  relating  to  the 
sal^ect  of  abolition  proceedings  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States.  They  are  responsive  to 
resolutions  transmitted  to  the  Executive  of 
Ifaine  from  the  States  of  Korth  and  South 
Carolina,  G^eorgia.  and  Alabama,  calling  upon 
the  non-sIaTeholding  States  to  suppress,  by 
law,  abolition  publications.  These  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Haioe  assert,  as  the  sense 
of  the  two  Houses,  that  the  Government  of 
the  IJaited  States  is  one  of  enumerated,  limited, 
and  defined  powers ;  that  the  power  of  regu- 
lating  slavery  within  the  States  does  not  be- 
long to  Congress,  not  being  one  of  the  enumer- 
ated powers :  that  tlie  Stf^es,  with  certain  de- 
fined exceptions,  are,  with  respect  to  each 
other,  distinct  and  sovereign  States,  each  hav- 
ing an  independent  Government,  whose  action 
is  not  to  be  questioned  by  any  power  whatever, 
but  by  the  people  of  such  States ;  and  that  any 
interference  by  a  State,  or  by  the  citizens  of  a 
State,  with  the  domestic  concerns  of  another 
State,  tends  to  break  np  the  compromises  of^ 
and  to  disturb,  the  Union.  The  resolutions  far- 
ther declare  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  legislate  on 
the  subject  of  abolition  pablioationa,^  becanse 
there  is  no  aboUtion  paiwr  piinted  within  the 
State,  and  beoanse  all  discossion  on  the  sal^ect 
haa  been  arrested  by  the  decided  expression  of 

Kiblic  disapprobation.  These  resolutions,  sud 
r.  B.,  were  reported  from  a  large  and  re^ect^ 
able  committee  of  both  Houses,  fmd  received 
the  nnanimons  assent  of  that  committee.  In 
the  Senate  they  passed  unanimously,  and  nearly 
so  in  the  House  of  Representative^  a  body  com- 
posed of  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
members.  There  was  one  circumstance,  said 
Mr.  B.,  which  he  considered  deserving  of  the 
particular  attention  of  certain  honorable  Sena- 
tors. He  could  not  refrain  from  recommend- 
ing it,  with  doe  deference,  to  their  serious  con- 
sideration, as  furnishing  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation  in  this  body  in  its  action  npon  the  abo- 
lition memorials  which  had  been,  or  should  here- 
after be,  presented  here.  The  circumstance  to 
which  he  aUnded,  he  said,  was  this :  the  reso- 
lutions were  permitted  to  pass  through  both 
Houses  of  the  L^Edatore  of  Maine,  without  one 
word  cS  aj^tating  and  netting  debate. 


MoHDAT,  April  11. 

Anti-Slatery  Inemdiary  Publieations.* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
prohibiting  deputy  poBtmaaters  from  Teoeiving 


•  The  davnr  dlKMlm  wUoh  lui  to  long  ooouplad  Con- 
ffun  datM  Its  ngnlar  nnitimimnsnwiit  fton  tUs  uidoa. 


or  transmitting  through  the  mail,  to  any  State, 
Territory,  or  District  certain  papers  therein 
mentioned,  the  circulation  of  which,  by  the 
laws  of  said  State,  Territory,  or  District,  may 
be  prohibited,  and  for  other  porposes. 

Mr.  Enro,  of  Georgia,  had  intended  to  aaj 
something  npon  the  subject  before  the  question 
was  taken  on  engros^g  the  bill,  and,  as  the 
Senator  from  Oarolina  so  wished  it,  he  would  as 
soon  say  it  then  as  at  any  other  time.  He 
should  support  and  vote  for  the  bill ;  imd  if  the 
chaimum  of  the  committee  had  been  coutent  to 
report  the  bill  without  his  reasons  for  it,  no 
discussion  would  have  arisen  between  them  on 
the  subject  of  the  bill  or  the  bill  itself.  But  as 
his  support  of  the  bill  might  be  taken  as^an 
implied  assent  to  the  principles  of  the  report, 
he  must  say  enongh  to  set  himself  right  on  that 
point. 

He  did  not  recollect  to  have  heard  the  oonsti- 
totipnal  power  of  Congress  over  the  sultject 
serioDsly  donbted  nntil  we  Prerident  had  made 
reference  to  the  snl^ect  in  hia  Message.  That 

there  were  difficulties  in  the  detdls  n  le^sla- 
tion  necessary  to  fasten  upon  the  mischief  com- 
plained of^  had  been  anticipated  by  many. 

Bat  positions  bad  beeo  assumed  and  princi- 
ples insisted  upon  by  the  Senator  from  Carolina, 
not  only  inconsistent  with  the  bill  reported, 
bnt,  he  thought,  inconsistent  with  the  existence 
of  the  Government  itself,  and  which,  if  estab- 
lished and  carried  into  i>ractice,  mnst  hastily 
end  in  its  dissolation.  He  did  not  believe  the 
Government  could  stand  a-twelvemontb  if  we 
were  to  establish  as  a  fundamental  piinoiple 
that  principle  of  permanent  necessity  for  a  col- 
lision  between  the  State  and  General  Govern- 
ments which  he  thought  might  be  deduced  from 
the  principles  of  the  Senator  from  Carolina,  as 
laid  down  in  his  report.  What  were  these  po- 
sitions? Why,  it  was  insisted  that  Congress 
had  no  power  so  to  modify  its  laws  nnder  the 
Post  Omce  power  as  to  refuse  to  transmit  matter 
intended  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Blaveholding, 
States;  because, 

Ist  Such  legislation  would  abridge  the  free- 
dom of  the  press ;  and 

2d.  Because  such  legislation  by  Congress 
would  assume  a  power  fatal  to  the  rights  of  the 
States. 

The  Premdent  had  recommended  Coagresa  to 
pass  a  law  so  regulating  the  action  of  the  Qov- 
emment  under  Ute  Post  Office  power  as  to  witJi- 
fadd  the  agency  of  the  mail  in  the  trananusaion 


growtag  oat  of  tha  namaioiu  pteMBtaUon  of  antt.«UT«i7 
Mwagrtik  to  CongfCM^  aad  the  fkwqnent  tmumiMfaia  hy 
mail  of  antl-ilaTwy  pabUoatloDS  into  the  Slare  StktM,  Tlio 
eondM&natloa  of  thMo  presentaUoiis  and  tnumnlnlona  wu 
general  among  the  msmbeis;  bnt  a  great  dlversltr  of  opinion 
prevailed  ai  to  the  mode  of  treating  them.  Uomben  from 
the  Slave  Btatet  divided  npon  tUa  point  from  the  beglnnlDg; 
and  the  ddtatea  which  now  took  place  win  show  the  natura, 
and  tha  atartlng  point  of  that  arUoo,  and  tha  enuaqneMH 
then  vpieheoM  tan  glTlag  to  this  nitfert  a  BatJonal 
diMiiMlon. 


AttH'Skwry  /noeiKlury  PiAUcatioiu. 
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ot  oataSn  matte^  the  acknowledged  object  and 
eridoit  dedgn  of  which  was  the  destruction  of 
an  intwest  recognized  in  the  coDfltitation,  and 
by  the  coDBtitntion  secured  to  the  States. 

UDder  what  dassiScation  of  powers  did  such 
legislation  fiiillf  Mr.  Madison,  in  his  classifica- 
tion of  powers  granted  to  the  General  Govem- 
ment,  had  spoken  first  of  the  powers  to  secure 
Uie  oouotry  against  foreign  dianger ;  secondly, 
for  the  regulatioa  of  foreign  commerce ;  and, 
thirdly,  of  the  important  and  eztenaTe  class, 
"  for  Uie  maintenance  of  harmony,  and  a  proper 
interooatM  among  the  States."  What  (inquired 
lb,  K.)  are  the  ipeoiflo  powers  making  np  this 
olassf  It  was  unnecessary  to  enomerate  all  of 
them ;  the  most  obvions  would  ooonr  to  all. 
They  were  also  wnmerated  by  Mr.  Uadison ; 
and  besides  the  power  to  regolate  commerce 
among  the  severu  Btatea,  and  others,  was  to  be 
fband  the  power  "  to  establish  post  offices  and 
post  roads.^^  The  power  "to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads  "  was  then  a  power  i>e- 
lon^Dg  to  tnat  class  given  to  the  Govenmient 

for  the  muntenance  of  harmony,  and  a  proper 
interooorse  amoi^  the  States."  It  was,  of 
ooorso,  auxiliary  to  every  other  power  belong- 
ing  to  this  class,  but  cotild  not  be  made  incon- 
ristmt  with  any  of  them.  The  power  was 
granted  in  a  gmeral  and  simide  form ;  it  was 
not  stated  what  we  shoold  carry  by  mail,  or 
vhat  we  shonld  not  oarry.  TUs  was  left  to  be 
limited  only  by  the  puipoeea  ot  the  gnuit,  and 
to  be  nemunled  witn  the  other  provisiona  of 
the  0(Ki8titn1ii(m.  With  this  limitation,  like 
every  other  general  grant,  it  was  submitted  to 
tiie  discretion  of  Congress,  who  have  power 
"  to  pass  all  laws  neoeesary  and  prwer  to  carry 
into  execution  the  powers  granted  ^  in  the  con  - 
stitotion. 

Mr.  E.  then  a^ed  if  the  existing  laws 
which  authorized  the  transmission  by  mail  of 
abolition  papers  from  the  non-slaveholding  to 
the  alavehdaing  States,  were  laws  "  necessary 
and  proper"  "rarthemaintcoanoeof  harmoi^, 
and  a  proper  interoonrse  among  the  States  I " 
Were  viej  Decenary  and  proper  fisr  the  presw- 
TBtion  of  an  interest  they  were  intended  and 
obvion^y  calculated  to  destroy  f  No ;  they 
were  onnecessary  and  improper  for  this  or  any 
other  constitutional  purpose.  And  yet  it  was 
said  by  the  Senator  trom  Carolina  that  we  had 
no  independent  power  to  modify  or  repeal  them ; 
we  were  under  the  strange  necessity  of  doing 
wrong,  until  the  States  might  meet,  and 
late,  and  compel  ns  to  do  right :  thereby  oro- 
ating  a  fundamental  necessity  for  a  collision 
between  the  two  Governments.  Why,  (sfud 
Kr.  K.0  so  far  from  being  compelled  to  oarry 
these  abolit^  P<ip^  ^  ^  spiAt  of  the  oon- 
stltndon  we  have  no  power  to  carry  theiv. 
This  resulted  (he  s^d)  from  the  acknowledged 
ri^t  of  the  States  to  stop  them.  All  admitted 
tins  right  in  the  States ;  and  upon  what  princi- 
ple was  it  1  It  was  simj^y  on  the  principle  that 
the  drool^on  of  such  matter  was  not  necessary 
iorna^nul  pniposeij^ and  was  inoonristoit  wita 


&e  rights  which  belonged  ezdaav^  b  > 
slaveholdiog  States.   If  we  had  a  ri^  ts 

them,  the  States  had  no  ri^  tostt^thm.  1 
sending  these  papers  by  onr  laws,  ve  usi^, 
the  right  to  send  them.  This  assmnptiaij 
either  right  or  it  was  wrong.  If  ri^  t 
States  had  no  right  to  interfere  Titb^^: 
if  wrong,  we  should  ^  ve  them  no  oocasioD : : . 
BO.  Bights  Qie  sud)  might  be  co-exiitait  si 
concnrrent ;  but  they  comd  never  be  ccHen^^: 
and  inconsistent.  Having  no  ri^t,  thai.  *>o  '.x 
any  means  inconnstent  with  the  scknoicitc*' 
rights  of  the  States,  we  ooold  not  be  vnjiis. 
to  do  so  through  the  Post  Office  powa,  vx. 
was  limited  by  the  purposes  of  uie  pm.E. 
should  be  cazxied  into  efifout  bylftn'tK^- 
saiy  and  proper"  to  cfiect  the  porpoeis:: 
which  the  power  was  granted,  and  not  la 
purposes  for  whidt  the  power  was  not 
If  uiese  positions  were  true,  it  was  ^  '.^ 
Congress  had  a  right  to  regulate  its  ojh 
tion  under  its  own  power,  with  a  dn«  tpi 
to  tiiose  rights  of  the  States  recognized  e::' 
constitution,  and  it  was  the  duty  ctf  Cctas 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  E.,  after  laying  down  these  gaunlf^ 
ciples,  prooeeded  to  notioe  the  qpedic  liyt 
tions. 

The  tmth  is,  (said  Mr.  K,)  wehsn  tbepoR 
to  act  in  this  matter  nndo-  ita  oooalitotioLc 
we  have  no  power  at  alL  We  cannot  i/rfi 
any  powor  from  the  laws  of  one  State  t)  f- 
upon  the  citizens  of  another.  We  derne<.r 
power  here  under  the  constitotam,  wbicb  pt 
us  exclusive  charge  of  the  Fbst  OBee  IH^' 
ment.  Under  this  power  we  can  pass  aD  ^ 
laws,  and  punish  uieir  infhwtion,  which 
into  effect  the  objects  of  the  power,  indc^ 
respect  the  rights  of  the  States.  Here  Tbir 
K.  said)  the  source  from  which  we  dcriwi^ 
power ;  and  he  hoped  gentlemen  woaU  « 
refuse  to  vote  for  the  bfll  because  they 
not  agree  to  the  princiides  of  the  reportff^ 
oondle  it  with  the  InlL 

Ko  new  power  was  anerted  hm.  »• 
contrary,  the  power  of  the  States 
whole  Buyectofdavery  is  admitted.  IJei^* 
Office  power  is  asserted  to  be  in 
Government,  and  we  are  only  reoonunendn^ 
use  it  in  such  way  as  not  to  distwb  tb* 
we  acknowledge  to  the  States:  TbeaeiKfr, 
cisely  the  prmciples  of  the  WD.  »e 
adopt  the  laws  of  the  States,  where  we 
edge  their  right  to  pass  them,  witbontw-i'^ 
any  authority  from  them.  In  ^am  ™J 
fldence  in  the  Statee,  where  we  wish  tb^ 
aid  ns  in  respecting  their  rights  in  the  «^ 
of  ours,  we  liad  only  to  see  that  the  U» 
adopted  was  suoh  as  they  had  aright  to 
This  was  done  in  the  Ml,  wMok«??l7 
laws  to  bo  adopted  to  the  sol^ect  of  dM^: 
slavery,  which  aU  aoknowled^d  to  be^ 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  w  di«»»*' 
Stetes. 

•After  Mr.        had  ooodoM^  ^ 
ICr.  OAxaovar  eiprened  a  vl* ""^r- 
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or  pass  orer  the  anljeet  iuffuinalb^ ;  ud,  on 
motion  of  Hr.  Knro,  of  Alahama,  ttie  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table  nnUl  to-morrow. 

TmtsDAT,  April  IS. 

Eatery  in  Arharutu. 

Mr.  Olat  rose  to  present  several  petitions 
whioh  bad  oome  into  bis  hands.  The;  were 
siffned  hj  citisais  of  Philadelphia,  mmy  of 
Whom  were  knows  to  be  of  the  first  respecta- 
bility,  and  the  others  were,  no  donbt,  entitled 
to  liie  highest  oottrideration.  The  petitirau 
■wem  directed  against  the  admissicm  of  Arkansas 
Into  the  Union,  while  there  was  a  otanse  in  her 
const! tation  pn^ibiting  anj  ftitare  le^slation  ; 
for  the  abolition  of  slaverj  within  her  limits. 
He  had  felt  cona&derable  donbt  as  to  the  proper 
dispositioD  wbidi  he  should  make  of  these  peti- 
tions, while  he  wished  to  acquit  himself  of  the 
dnty  intmsted  to  him.  The  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Arkansas  had  passed  the  Senate,  and 
gone  to  the  other  House.  It  was  possibly  ttiat 
it  wonld  be  retm^ed  from  that  branch  with  an 
amendment,  which  would  bring  this  subject  into 
ocm^walion.  He  wished  the  petitJoners  bad 
selected  some  other  organ.  He  did  not  concur 
in  the  prater  <^  the  petitioaera.  He  Hion^t 
that  Arkansas,  and  any  other  State  or  TmA- 
tory  south  of  88"  80',  had  the  entire  i]^t, 
according  to  the  compnunise  made  on  the 
Miasomi  question,  to  frame  its  constitution,  in 
reference  to  slavery,  as  it  might  think  proper. 
He  adhered  to  the  opinions  on  this  point  wuich 
he  held  on  a  former  memorable  occasion,  which 
would  be  in  the  recolleetion  of  Senators.  He 
would  only  ask  that  one  of  these  memorials  be 
read,  and  that  the  whole  of  them  should  then 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Ineendiary  Publications. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  tnrcalation 
throng  the  mails  <tf  incendiary  pablioation^ 
Ifr.  OALHomr  addressed  the  Senate : 
I  am  aware  (s^d  lir.  0.)  bow  offoosive  it  is 
to  Bpeak  <]i  one's  self ;  but  as  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  on  my  right  (Mr.  King)  has  thought 
proper  to  impute  to  me  improper  motives,  I 
feel  myself  compelled,  in  self  defence,  to  state 
the  reasons  which  have  governed  my  course  in 
reference  to  the  subject  now  under  considera- 
tion.  The  Semator  is  greatly  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  I  was  governed  by  hostiltty  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson.  So  mr  is  that  from  being  Hie  fact, 
that  I  came  here  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  with  fixed  and  settled  principles  on  the 
subject  now  nndw  discqsnon,  and  which,  In 
mvaing  the  ooarae  that  the  Senator  condemns, 
have  hnt  attempted  to  earry  into  efibot 
As  soon  as  the  snbjeot  of  abolitaon  b^an  to 
!^i;itate  the  Sooth  last  Summer,  in  consequence 
of  the  transmission  of  incendiary  publications 
through  tiie  nudlf  I  saw  at  once  that  it  wonld 
fixce  itadf  m  the  notice  of  Ocmgresi  at  the 


[Snuza. 

present  session ;  and  that  It  inTtdved  questions 
of  great  delicacy  and  diffioalt^.  I  immediately 
turned  my  attention,  in  oonseqnenee,  to  ti^e 
subject,  and  after  due  refieotion  arrivra  at  the 
conclusion  tiiat  Congress  could  exercise  no  di- 
rect power  over  it,  and  that,  if  it  acted  at  all, 
the  only  mode  in  which  it  could  act,  consist- 
ently with  the  constitution  and  the  r^ts  and 
safety  of  the  slaveholding  States,  wodd  be  in 
the  mhnner  proposed  by  this  bill.  I  also  saw 
that  there  was  no  inconsiderable  danger  in  the 
excited  state  of  the  feelings  of  the  SouUi ;  that 
the  power,  however  dangerons,  and  unoonstitU' 
tional,  might  be  thoughHeasly  yielded  to  Oon- 
gress,  knowing  ftall  well  how  apt  the  weak  and 
timid  are,  in  a  state  of  exdtemmit  and  alarm, 
to  seek  temporary  protection  in  any  quarts*, 
regardless  of  after  consequences,  and  how  ready 
the  artM  and  designing  ever  are  to  seize  on 
SDoh  occarions  to  extend  and  perpetuate  their 
power. 

With  these  impressions  I  arrived  here  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session.  The  President's  Mes- 
sage was  not  calculated  to  remove  my  appre- 
hensions. He  assumed  for  Oongress  direct 
power  over  the  subject,  and  that  on  the  broad- 
est, most  unqualifiea,  and  dangerous  principles. 
Knowing  the  influence  of  bis  name,  by  reason 
of  his  great  patronage  and  the  ri^d  ^adpline 
of  party,  witn  a  la^  portion  of  the  country, 
who  have  scarce^  any  othw  standard  of  con- 
stitution, politics,  and  morals,  I  saw  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  danger  <^  having  these  dangeroos 
principles  rednoed  to  practice,  and  I  determined 
at  once  to  nse  every  effort  to  prevent  it. 

I  saw,  as  I  have  remarked,  that  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  principles  em- 
braced in  the  Message  might  be  reduced  to 
practice ;  principles  which  I  believed  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  the  South,  and  flabverdTe  of  the  lib- 
erty oi  the  press. 

[Here  Hr.  0.  stated  what  he  regarded  as  the  prin- 
ciples at  the  Mesasge.] 

Thus  regarding  the  Menaoe,  the  question 
which  presented  Itself  on  its  wst  penisal  was, 
bow  to  prevent  powers  so  dangerous  and  un- 
constitutional from  being  carried  into  practi(». 
To  permit  the  portion  of  the  Message  relating 
to  uie  subject  under  consideration  to  take  its 
regular  course,  and  be  referred  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads,  would, 
I  saw,  be  the  most  certmn  way  to  defeat  what 
I  had  in  view.  I  could  not  doubt,  from  the 
composition  of  the  committee,  that  the  report 
would  coincide  with  tiie  Message,  and.  that  it 
would  be  drawn  up  witii  all  that  tact,  ingenuity, 
and  address,  for  which  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  and  the  head  ot  the  Post  Office  De- 
;  partment  are  not  a  littie  distingnished.  "Viih 
this  impression,  I  could  not  but  ^iprehend  that 
the  Mitnority  of  the  President,  backed  by  sooh 
a  report,  would  go  far  to  rivet  in  the  puUio 
mind  the  dangerous  prindpleB  wMoh  it  was  vaj 
de^gn  to  defeat^  mA  whioh  oonld  only  be  ef- 
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feotod  b7  referring  the  portion  of  the  Message 
in  question  to  a  Select  Oommittee,  hf  which 
the  snl^eot  might  be  thoronghlj  investteated, 
and  the  resnlt  presented  in  a  report  With  this 
view,  I  moved  the  oommittee ;  and  the  bill  and 
report,  which  the  Benator  has  attacked  so  vio- 
Iratly,  are  the  result. 

These  are  the  reasons  which  governed  me  in 
the  course  I  took,  and  not  the  base  and  nn- 
wortiiy  mottve  of  faoetillty  to  Geoeral  Jackscm. 
I  ftppeal  with  oonfidenoe  to  my  life  to  prove 
that  neither  bostiUty  nor  attachment  to  anj 
man  or  any  partj  can  influence  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  mj  public  duties ;  but  were  I  capable 
of  being  influenced  by  snch  motives,  I  must  tell 
Ibe  Beoator  from  Georgia  that  I  have  too  litUe 
regard  for  the  (^ioion  of  General  Jackson,  and, 
were  it  not  for  his  high  station,  I  would  add, 
Us  chwaoter  too.  to  permit  his  coarse  to  inftn- 
enoe  me  in  the  slightest  degree^  ^ther  Ibr  or 
•gidnst  any  measure. 

Having  now  asaigned  the  motives  which  gov- 
erned me,  it  is  with  satia&ction  I  add  that  I 
bave  a  fidr  pro^Mct  <tf  BDoeees,  So  entirely  are 
the  [ffinoi|u6s  of  the  Message  abandoned,  that 
not  a  fKend  <rf  the  Prerident  haa  Tentored,  and 
I  huard  nothing  in  saying  will  ventnre,  to  as* 
Bvt  them  practically,  whatever  they  may  ven- 
ture to  do  m  argument.  They  well  know  now 
tliat,  since  the  snbject  has  been  investigated,  a 
trill  to  carry  into  effect  the  recommendation  of 
the  Message  would  reoeive  no  support,  even 
fl-om  tlie  ranks  of  the  adminiatrati<Hk,  devoted 
as  they  are  to  their  ohieftidn. 

I  now  turn  to  the  oMeetions  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Davis,)  which  were 
directed,  not  against  the  report,  but  the  bill 
itself.  The  Benator  oMiflned  his  oltJeetitms  to 
the  print^des  of  the  Ull*  which  he  ^nmoonoes 
dangerous  and  nnoonatitntiooal.  It  is  my  wi^ 
to  meet  Ua  objections  fbUy,  fldrly,  and  direotiy. 
For  this  purpose  it  will  be  neocffiary  to  have 
•n  accurate  and  dear  conception  of  tiie  princi- 
|de8  ai  the  bill,  as  it  is  imposaible  without  it  to 
estimate  correctly  the  force  either  of  the  objec- 
tions or  the  reply.  I  am  thus  constrained  to 
restate  what  the  principles  are,  at  the  hazard  of 
being  cooridered  somewhat  tedious. 

The  first  and  leading  principle  is,  that  the 
subject  of  slavery  is  under  the  sole  and  exdu- 
nve  control  the  States  where  the  institution 
edsta.  It  bdonga  to  them  to  determine  what 
maj  endangw  Its  cxiBteDoe,  and  when  and  how 
it  may  be  defended.  In  the  exendse  of  this 
i^f^L  they  may  prolubit  the  iatrodaotion  or 
droulati<»i  of  any  paper  or  publication  which 
may,  in  their  opinion,  disturb  or  endanger  the 
institution.  Thns  far  all  are  agreed.  To  this 
extent  no  one  has  questioned  the  right  of  the 
States ;  not  even  the  Senator  from  Maseachn- 
aetts,  in  his  numerous  objections  to  the  bill. 

The  next  and  remaining  principle  of  the  bill 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  preceding; 
udf  in  fact,  springs  cUrecUy  from  it.  It  as- 
Bumes  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  exercise  of  its  delegated  rights, 


to  respect  the  laws  which  the  daveboldiii; 
States  may  pass  inprotection  of  its  ioititiniras; 
or,  to  express  it  differentiy,  it  is  its  duty  to  ya 
such  laws  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  it  obti|' 
atory  on  its  officers  and  agents  to  abstain  frooi 
violating  the  laws  of  the  States,  and  to  co- 
operate, as  &r  aa  it  may  etmnstoitlj  be  dooe, 
in  their  execntion.  It  is  tttfnst  tUs  pmdple 
tliat  the  oljjeetions  of  the  Benator  from  Um»- 
ohuaetts  have  been  directed,  and  to  wiiA  I 
now  proceed  to  reply. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  replied  to  the  argumenUtiTe  ptrtof 
Hr.  Davis's  speedi ;  and  continoed]. 

One  question  still  remains  to  be  decided 
that  is  presented  by  this  bill.  To  refuse  to 
pass  this  bill  would  be  virtually  to  ctKipentt 
with  the  abolitionists — would  be  to  make  li» 
offioers  and  agents  of  the  Post  OflSoe  Depart- 
ment in  effect  their  agents  and  abettm  io  the 
dronlation  of  tiieir  Inoendiary  pnblieatioDs.  in 
violation  the  laws  of  the  States.  It  is  jonr 
unqneetionable  duty,  as  I  have  demonrtiiiU? 
proved,  to  abstain  from  thdr  vitdatioa,  wi 
by  refusing  or  neglecting  to  discharge  tint 
duty,  you  would  elearljr  enUat  in  the  ezistiD; 
controversy,  mi  the  ade  of  the  alxditiin- 
rits,  against  the  Southern  States.  Should  hmI) 
be  your  decision,  by  refnung  to  pass  thi 
bill,  I  shall  say  to  the  pwple  of  tbe  Sotik 
look  to  yourselves — you  have  nothing  lo 
hope  from  others.  But  I  must  td!  the 
Senate,  be  your  decision  what  it  mar,  tbe 
South  will  never  abandon  the  priocr{dM 
of  this  bill.  If  you  refuse  oo-openiiiiB 
with  our  taws,  and  conflict  should  ensoe  ^ 
tween  your  and  our  law,  the  Sonthera  Sua 
will  nevw  yield  to  the  superiority  of  joon. 
We  have  a  rrane4y  in  our  huids,  whidi,  in  s"" 
event,  we  ahall  not  fell  to  apply.  We  hn 
high  authority  for  anerting  that,  in  neb  csks, 
"  State  interposition  is  the  rightftal  nsaedj 
— a  doctrine  first  announced  by  Jeffenon- 
adopted  by  the  patriotic  and  repuUion  St^ 

Kentuoky  by  a  solemn  resolution,  in 
and  finally  carried  out  into  enocessfiil  prKflce 
on  a  recent  occasion,  ever  to  be  remembwei 
by  the  gallant  State  which  I,  in  pa^, 
the  honor  to  represent.  In  this  welWetiJ 
and  efficient  remedy,  sustUned  by  the  ^ino- 
pies  developed  in  the  report  and  aattfted  a 
this  bin,  the  slavehol^  States  have  » tmF 
protection.  Let  it  befixed,  let  it  be  n^m 
In  every  sootiiem  mind,  that  tiie  laws  ofw 
slavehi^dtaig  States  for  the  pnteotion  of  tboi 
domestic  institutions  are  paramoaot  to  u« 
laws  of  the  General  Govemmeotin  regnliBw 
of  commerce  and  the  mail  and  that  tbe  !atw 
must  yield  to  the  former  in  tiie  eTentof 
fiict;  and  that,  if  the  Government  sbooM 
refuse  to  yield,  the  States  have  a  rigbt  to  in- 
terpose, and  we  are  safe.   'With  these  pnw^ 

Elea,  nothing  but  concert  would  be  wanW^"' 
id  d^ance  to  the  movements  of  tbe  abojin<^ 
ists,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  and  to  pi^ 
our  domestic  institutions,  and,  vith  tbem,""" 
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eeonritj  and  peace,  tmder  our  ova  proteodon, 
and  beyond  the  reach  of  danger. 

Kr.  Datib  thai  mae  and  Ndd  tiiat  he  must 
obtrude  himself  npoa  the  patience  <tf  the  Qm.- 
■te  agiun,  aa  the  remans  which  had  been 
made  called  fbr  some  rei^y,  and  made  it  neoes* 
sary  for  him  to  carry  oat  the  argument,  which 
he  was  restrained  from  doing  the  other  day 
hj  oircnmstances  beyond  his  control.  He  then 
proceeded,  In  Bobstanoe,  as  follows :  BaT^  I  bare 
ahxmned  every  thing  which  might  oooadon 
excitement  in  tiiis  debate,  but  I  cannot  forbear 
remarking,  npon  the  fervent  appeal  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Soath  Carolina  in  his  closing 
observations,  that  I  hold  it  to  be  nnwise,  most 
nnwise,  for  those  interested,  to  make  slavery  a 
topic  of  fireqnent  disoasdonj  to  force  it  npon 
the  notice  of  those  who  live  In  the  free  Btstea^ 
and,  above  all,  to  make  them  remember  its 
exlFtence,  by  feeling  inoonveniences  from  it  at 
every  stqt  they  twe.  It  is,  nnder  its  most 
livorable  aspects,  viewed  as  a  gee&t  moral  evil, 
distracting  the  country  with  anxiety-  and  deep 
concern  for  the  common  welfare  and  safety. 
Under  snob  circnmstfuices,  can  any  thing  be 
more  impolitio  than  to  pass  a  law  which  will 
make  every  atizen  of  a  free  State  participate 
in  this  evil,  by  feeling  that  he  Is  restriuned, 
in  his  privileges  in  oonseqnenoe  of  it?  By 
forcing  slavery  into  bis  presence  every  time 
he  has  occasion  to  ose  the  Post  Office,  and 
vexing  him  with  an  odions  scrutiny  into  his 
papers  f  If  gentiemen  would  ronse  np  a  spirit 
of  resentment  against  slavery,  if  they  wonid 
fin  the  public  mind  with  new  objections  to 
it,  and  excite  the  people  to  oppose  It,  then  let 
them  go  on  with  this  policy,  and  they  will 
doubtiess  acoomplish  theur  object  Bnt  u  they 
would  tranquillize  public  feeling  then  I  would 
recommend  to  them  to  keep  slavery  as  far  out  of 
sight  and  hearing  as  possible,  and  never  call  on 
the  public  to  m^e  sacrifices  of  their  rights  or 
privileges  to  sustain  it.   Above  all,  never  im- 

r their  enjoyments  by  the  exercise  of  doubt- 
Buthori^.  I  therefore  entreat  gentlemen 
to  paoBe  before  they  $Aopt  a  measure  like  tiiis, 
ma  conaider  the  conBeqnenoes. 

[Here  Hr.  Davis  entered  upon  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment to  show  that  the  bill  conflicted  with  the  consti- 
tation  in  ibtldgfaig  the  Ubo^  of  the  press,  and  the 
freedom  of  nail  correqKmdenoe.] 


WsmnsDAT,  April  18. 

IjieendioTy  Publieatioru. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oalhoun,  the  special  order, 
being  the  bill  prohibiting  deputy  postmasters 
from  receiving  or  transmitting  through  tiie 
mdl,  to  any  ^ate,  Territory,  or  IMstrict,  cer- 
t^n  papers  therein  mentioned,  tiie  publication 
of  wnl^  1^  the  laws  of  said  State,  Tttritory, 
or  IMstriet,  may  be  prohlbltedf  and  for  other 
purposes,  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  BiHToH  said  he  was  not  willing  that  the 


nnited  States  should  be  made  a  pack-horse  for 
the  abolitionists ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  to  be 
going  too  fiu-  to  invest  ten  tbonsaod  postanasten 
(for  he  believed  that  was  about  the  number) 
with  the  authority  invested  in  them  by  this 
bill,  and  he  could  not  vote  fyr  it.  The  authori- 
ty was  Budi  a  one  as  would  lead  to  things 
they  might  all  regret  He  was  very  sorry  to 
vote  against  any  measure  which,  even  in  ap- 
pearance, had  for  its  olgect  the  supprestdon  of 
so  great  an  evil ;  but  he  thought  this  bill  was 
not  calculated  to  effect  that  object. 

Wr.  Gbundt  hoped  this  bill  might  be  post- 
poned for  a  short  time,  so  that  gentiemen 
might  turn  their  attention  particularly  to  it, 
and  if  it  did  not  suit  tbem,  to  offer  them  such 
a  bill  as  tiiey  could  support.  This  Government 
was  made  to  protect  and  secure  the  States  in 
all  their  rights ;  and,  if  so,  it  was  very  strange 
that  it  should  permit  one  of  its  departments  to 
throw  firebrands  among  tbem  to  destrt^  them. 
The  General  Government  was  bound  by  solemn 
contract  to  protect  them  in  their  persons  and  in 
their  property,  and  he  wl^ed  gentlemen  to 
examine  the  constitution,  and  see  whether  it 
prohibited  such  a  r^pilation  of  l^e  Post  Office 
Department  as  to  prevent  the  trananisaion  of 
these  mischievous  publications.  The  States  had 
no  Post  Office  Department.  The  power  to  es- 
tablish that  Department  was  entirely  d^egated 
to  the  General  Government.  The  power,  were- 
fore,  over  ^bat  Department  by  the  Genmt 
Government  was  complete,  and  oould  not  oome 
in  confllot  with  the  State  'GoTermnents.  He 
was  spewing  now  as  to  the  power  under  the 
constitution ;  and  oould  it  not  make  all  consti- 
tutional provisions  to  regulate  that  Department  I 
He  admitted  that  although  the  power  did  exist, 
perhaps  no  snl^eot  was  so  Uable  to  be  abused, 
or  so  dangerona  in  the  exercise  of  it  A  power 
was,  during  last  summer,  exercised  by  the  Post- 
master General,  and  some  of  the  postmaaterL 
which  answered  the  purpose;  bnt  tiiey  acted 
without  law.  li  it  answwad  wltiioat  law,  it 
oertdnly  would  with  it. 


KoKOAT,  April  18. 
Pr<ifet$or  Zieber, 

Mr.  OALBomt  presented  a  memorial  of  Pro- 
ftesor  Lieber,  on  the  snl^eot  of  a  stidastioal  wotk 
on  the  United  States  in  preparation  hj  him, 
and  praying  for  the  aid  of  Oongreasw  Mr.  0. 
spoke  of  the  work  in  terms  (tf  hl^  q>^batlon, 
and  moved  the  printing. 

Mr.  WxBSTSB  said  he  had  the  honor  of  an 
aoquuntance  with  Professor  Lieber,  and  believ- 
ed nim  to  be  a  gentleman  much  experience 
and  an  accurate  and  judicious  writer.  He  had 
read,  too,  the  manorial  which  the  member  from 
South  Oarolina  had  presented,  and  he  thought 
it  a  vary  able  and  ommiiehendTe  [dan  or  out- 
line for  a  nsefol  and  umKKtant  work  on  the 
statistice  of  the  United  States.  How  ter  Oca- 
gran  mic^t  be  indiiud  to  pitronlze  snoh  a 


Profestor  Lieber. 
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work,  he  could  not  but  he  tboaght  it 
voidd  be  nufal  to  give  pablicity  to  this  plan ; 
■nd  he  hoped  the  member  from  Soath  Carolina 
would  aak  for  the  printing  of  twice  the  osnal 
nnmber,  so  that  aome  few  copies  might  be  dis- 
tribnted. 

Mr.  Calkoot  modified  hia  motion  80  aa  to 
make  it  for  printing  double  the  nsnal  number, 
and  in  thia  form  It  was  agreed  to. 


Satdbdat,  April  28. 

^eeit  Poffmtntt  hjf  th«  Federal  TVvotury. 

The  foUowtng  reaolntlon,  sabmltted  jrwterdt^ 
by  ICr.  BiHToir,  was  takra  np  tar  oonsiderft' 
tion: 

".fiewftied;  That,  from  and  after  the  dar  of 

 ,  in  the  year  18SQ,  notlung  bat  gold  and  alrer 

onriit  to  be  receiTed  in  payment fortne poblio  landi; 
and  that  the  Committee  on  the  PuUio  unds  be  in- 
•  traded  to  report  a  bill  aocordingly." 

Mr.  Benton  addressed  the  Senate  in  fsTor; 
of  the  resolution.  He  was  opposed  to  a  na- 
tional currency  of  paper,  and  in  favor  of  dis- 
connecting the  FedenU  Treaenry  from  paper 
money,  as  expeditiously  as  it  oould  be  done 
without  ii\]nry  to  the  pablic.  At  present  he 
limited  himself  to  one  branch  of  the  rerenne, 
the  pnblio  lands ;  and,  for  strong  and  peculiar 
reaaona,  wldied  to  befpn  with  hvd-money  pay- 
menti  in  that  branch.  The  state  of  the  rapw 
system,  the  impossibility  of  regidating  it  in  its 
^Uoatlon  to  lands,  and  the  mischiefa  which 
were  now  resulting  to  the  Federal  Treasury,  to 
the  currency  of  the  new  States,  and  to  the  set- 
tlers and  cnltiTators  who  wished  to  purchase 
lan'ds  for  use,  imperioosly  required  a  remedy ; 
and  a  cessation  to  rooeive  paper  m<uiey  for  Umd 
was  an  obvious  and  oertam  rame^  for  a  part 
of  these  evils. 

The  state  of  the  paper  system  was  now  hid- 
eous and  appalling,  and  those  who  did  not  mean 
to  waSSex  by  its  catastrophe  should  fly  from  its 
embraces.  Aooording  to  a  report  made  in  the 
Hooae  of  Bepresentatires  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, of  which  Mr.  Gillet,  of  New  York,  was 
the  chairman,  the  present  nnmber  of  chartered 
banks  and  their  branches  in  the  United  States 
oould  not  be  leas  than  seven  hundred  and  fifty, 
their  chartered  oapitale  not  less  than  $800,000,- 
000,  and  their  chartered  rights  to  i^e  paper 
mooeyextendedto$760,000,0001  Mr.B.repeat- 
ed  this  statement ;  and^  dwelling  upon  the  last 
sum,  (the  $760,000,000  of  paper  money,)  he 
sud  it  was  enough  to  make  the  spirits  of  the 
drad  start  from  their  gram  I  the  spirits,  he 
meantj  of  those  dead  patnots,  who,  having  seen 
the  evila  <^  paper  mon«y,  and  b^ns  deterauned 
to  free  th^  ooimtry  from  snoh  enla  in  all  fu- 
ture t^me,  took  oare,  by  a  oonstitutiottal  enact- 
ment, to  make  gold  nkl  silver  the  only  currency 
of  the  constitution,  and  the  <Mily  tender  in 
payment  of  debts. 

The  whde  issue  of  all  theaa  banks  are  re- 
otdvable  in  pqrment  irf  all  federal  dues :  tbej 


[Ann^lSSIL 

are  all  specie  paying— and  all  buila  pi^  qieae 
until  they  atop — and  as  sneh  are  reenTaUe  at 
the  lud  (dloes  and  the  custom  houses  ^Btt 
makes  them  current — makes  them  a  gconl 
onrrenoy--aod  a  forced  tender  between  mao 
and  man,  contrary  to  the  constitution.  Be- 
oeirability  in  favor  of  public  dues  works  that 
mischief. 

Mr.  Webstkb  said  that  he  and  those  who 
acted  with  him  would  be  justified  in  taking  no 
active  conrse  in  regard  to  this  resolation,  in 
sitting  still,  suppressing  their  surprise  and 
astonishment  if  Uiey  could,  and  letting  these 
sdiemes  and  {^(rieeta  take  the  form  cs  anch 
lawa  aa  tiieir  proieotors  mi(^t  propoee^ 

We  are  poweneaa  now,  and  can  do  notld^ 
AH  these  measures  adding  'Qie  onrraicy  of 
the  country  and  the  seonrity  of  the  public  treas- 
ure we  have  resisted  mnce  1682.  We  have 
done  so  unsaccesafDlJ^.  We  atmgi^  for  the 
recharter  of  the  Bank  of  the  ITimed  States  in 
1683.  The  utilit?  <^  such  an  institutian  had 
been  proved  by  forty  years'  experience. 
Btmggled  apiinat  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
That  act,  aa  we  tbon^t,  was  a  direct  nsorpa- 
tion  of  power.  We  strove  against  the  e^>m- 
ment,  and  all  in  vain.  Our  (pinions  were  di»- 
r^araed,  our  warnings  neglected,  and  we  are 
now  in  no  degree  re^mmlue  far  Uie  miadii^ 
whieh  are  bnt  too        to  enane. 

Who  (aaid  Mr.  W.)  irill  look  with  the  peraep- 
ti<m  of  an  intelHgent,  and  the  candor  of  an 
honest  man,  upon  the  present  oonditioa  of  our 
finances  and  currency,  and  say  that  this  want 
of  credit  and  confidence  which  is  so  gemral, 
and  which,  it  is  possible,  may,  ere  lona^  over- 
spread the  land  with  bankmptoicB  and  dislies, 
luts  not  flowed  directly  from  those  measures, 
the  adoption  of  vhich  we  ao  strennonsly  resbt- 
ed,  and  the  fbUy  of  which  men  oS  all  parties, 
however  reluctantly,  will  soon  be  broo^t  to 
acknowledge  I  The  troth  of  thia  aaBevtion  was 
palpable  and  resistiess. 

Ur,  Oaxsouh  obserred  that  he  ahoold  be 
very  much  governed  in  the  vote  he  ahonld  g^ve 
on  this  oooarion  by  the  opinions  of  aenUensai 
coming  from  the  new  St^ea,  whwe  uie  pnblio 
landa  were.  He  saw  a  great  many  advantages 
that  wonld  result  from  the  measure,  and  par- 
tioularly  in  the  check  it  would  give  to  that 
spirit  of  speculation  by  which  bank  rags  were 
Riven  in  exchange  for  the  valuable  pnUic 
domain.  If  the  gentiemen  coming  frvm  tfae 
West  were  of  opinion  that  the  measure  would 
not  afilBct  tiie  settiement  and  prosperity  of  the 
new  States,  he  woold  oheemdly  give  it  his 
snppOTt. 

SiTCBDAT,  April  80. 

Smithaon  Legacy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pbibton,  the  Senate  took 
op  the  bill  authoriring  the  Fresident  of  the 
United  States  to  wpoint  an  agent  or  agents  to 
proaeonte  and  tecare  from  the  Britidi  oomt  <^ 
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cbancerj  the  legacy  bequeathed  to  the  United 
States  hy  the  late  James  SmithsOD,  of  London^ 
for  the  purpose  of  ostablishing  at  Washington 
Gity  an  mstitntioD  for  the  increase  of  knowledge 
among  men,  to  be  called  the  Smithsonian  Uni- 
Tcraily. 

Hr.  P.  said  Hbat  hj  tVa  win  it  waa  intended 
that  this  Government  shoidd  beoome  the  bene- 
fidaries  of  this  l^aoy,  and  contended  that  if 
they  had  not  the  competence  to  receive  it  by 
the  eonstitotioQ,  the  act  of  no  individnal  coold 
confer  the  power  on  them  to  do  so.  He  claim- 
ed that  they  had  not  the  power  to  receive  the 
money  for  national  objecta,  and,  if  bo,  the  ex- 
pending it  for  another  object  was  a  still  higher 
power.  He  controverted  the  position  th^  if 
they  could  not  receive  it  as  the  beneficiary  le- 
gatee, they  might  receive  it  as  the  fiduciary 
agent 

After  some  further  remarks  the  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  hill  to  he  oigrosaed  for 
a  third  reading : 

TsAS. — Ueears.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
Goldaboronflfa,  Gnmdy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent, 
King  of  AlahainM  Knight,  Lei^^  T.inn^  Mangum, 
Moore,  Naadaio,  indx^u,  Porter,  Prentles,  iSvefl, 
Robbma,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson, 
Walker— 81. 

Nats. — Uessrs.  Calhoun,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Hill, 
King  of  Georgia,  Prasttm,  Rotdnaon,  White— 7. 


TuBSDAT,  May  8. 

J)eath  <tf  Mr.  Manninff. 

A  xnesBage  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepr«aent8tives,  annonnoing  the  death  of  the 
honorable  Riohabd  J.  Manhiho,  a  representa- 
tive &om  the  State  of  Booth  Oarolina. 

Kr.  PsBBTOK  said:  The  message  just  read 
imposes  upon  me  the  customary  duty  of  moving 
for  the  usual  testimony  of  respect  to  the  memo- 
ry of  my  deceased  colleague,  the  honorable 
BiOHABD  J.  MANinirs,  of  the  Honae  of  R^Bpre- 
sentatives ;  and  never,  sir,  has  saoh  an  <moial 
act  been  perfimned  with  denier  emotions  than 
thofe  nnder  whoae  mdanchuy  inflnenee  I  rise 
oo  this  oooasioD, 

It  is  not  fit  that  I  should  obbnde  my  private 
grioGi  upon  the  Senate,  althongfa  I  am  weil  as- 
Bai«d  that  its  kindnees  wonid  extend  atmie  in- 
dnlgence  to  a  friendahip  of  a  most  intimate 
character,  which,  commencing  in  college  com- 
panionship, has  been  unimpairad  by  the  chances 
and  changes  of  Ufe,  and  ondimini^ed  even  by 
party  spirit,  whose  repulsive  energy  so  often 
breakff  asunaer  the  strongest  bonds  ^  affection. 
For  although,  sir,  it  has  so  happened  that  we 
have  been  mnoh  and  l<»ig  opposed  in  ptdttioBL 
and  although  I  have  had  mndi  oocadwi  to  fed 
tiie  adverse  1n0nenoe  of  his  hij|^  character, 
there  is  not  that  man  who  loved  mm  tiving,  or 
mourns  him  dead,  more  than  I  do, 

He  was,  indeed,  Mr.  President,  of  very  noble 
uatore.  Endowed  with  all  hifl^  and  generons 
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qualities ;  cool,  bold,  just,  patient,  and  reso- 
lute ;  m^pianimoua  in  his  whole  tone  of  feeling 
aod  tenor  of  thought ;  totally  exempt  fh>m  all 
sordid  or  selfish  propensities ;  of  that  prompt 
and  patient  benevolence  to  do  or  to  suffer, 
which  comes  of  natural  impulse ;  eduoiri:ed  into 
principle;  nnflinchii^  hi  the  performance  of 
duty,  out  too  kind  in  his  nature  to  be  stem ; 
Bcmpuloaa  in  self-regulation,  but  ^^erously 
indulgent  to  others.  Bis  &ther,  a  distinguish- 
ed soldier  of  the  Bevolatioa,  deeply  inscribed 
ai>on  his  son's  character  the  impress  of  that 
heroic  period,  Hooor^  courage,  and  devotion 
to  country  were  hereditary  and  native  to  him : 
and  these  manly  virtues  were  softened  and 
made  amiable  by  the  kindliest  affections  of  the 
heart,  while  over  his  whole  character  prerided 
au  e^ted  and  fervent  piety. 

For  many  years,  in  various  ways,  he  received 
distinguished  testimonies  of  the  affection  and 
confidence  of  his  native  State.  He  served 
frequently  in  either  branch  of  the  Le^lature, 
was  Governor,  and,  at  length,  a  Representative 
in  Congress. 

In  tiie  prime  of  life,  and  in  the  vigor  of  man- 
hood, be  has  died,  aa  he  lived— in  the  midst  of 
his  duties.  Never,  Mr.  President,  have  the 
honors  of  the  Senate  been  more  worthily  be- 
stowed than  upon  the  memory  of  Riohabd  3. 
MAimnfo,  for  which  I  invoke  them,  by  offering 
the  followiiu  resolution : 

[The  usuu  resolution,  to  wear  crape  on  the 
left  arm  for  thirty  d^a,  was  then  adopted.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PusiOH,  as  an  actional 
testimony  of  respect  fbr  the  memory  of  the 
deceased, 

The  Senate  then  adjonnied. 


WsDiraBDAT,  May  4. 
Land  Dittribution  BUI. 

The  hill  to  appropriate  for  a  limited  time  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pnblic  lands  among 
the  States,  and  to  grant  lands  to  certain  States, 
was  taken  up ;  when  Messrs.  Wbioht  and  Ben- 
ton severally  addressed  the  Senate  in  apeeches 

smne  length  in  opposttion  to  the  bill ;  after 
which  the  qnesti(m  was  taken,  "  ^all  tiiis  bUl 
pass?" 

Tua.— Kessra.  Black,  Buduoum,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  GoldsboKni^ 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  HcEean,  Haaguni, 
Naudain,  Nidralaa,  Porter,  PreoUaB,  Preston,  Bob- 
bins, Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 
2S. 

Nats. — Uessn.  Benton,  Calhoun,  Cuthbert,  Ewing 
of  niinois,  Gruudy,  Hill,  Hubbard,  King  of  Aiabuoa, 
EjDg  of  Georgia,  lion,  Moore,  Horns,  Niles,  Riree, 
BoUnaon,  Roggjes,  Otepley,  Talhnadge,  Walker, 
Wri^ifr— 20. 


MoNi>A.T,  May  9. 
Affainef  Twu. 
Mr.  Phmtow  presented  several  memorials 
(aU  of  the  ume  tenw)  firom  citizens  of  Kiil- 
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adelpbia.  {ffayiiw  CoDgt«u  to  reooraiize  the 
independoioe  of  TezM ;  dewribed  ana  cbarao- 
terized  the  nrioiu  tmuactimii  between  that 

ooontry  aad  Kexioo. 

Kr.  P.  uud :  It  was  not  Borpriuiig  that  the 
deepest  solicitnde  should  be  felt  in  the  result  of 
the  strof^le  which  was  goins  on  in  a  proviaoe 
BO  near  as;  a  province,  uie  poptdation  of 
which  professed  the  same  religion,  spoke  the 
same  luignage,  were  fighting  for  tbe  eetaUish- 
ment  of  the  same  institntioos  under  whic^  we 
onrselres  were  living,  and  were  connected  with 
DB  hj  the  dearest  ties  of  kindred.  Tbej  had 
been  sedoced  to  raugrate  by  the  promise  of  a 
free  GoTenunoit,  ThiB  Qovemment  had  been 
overthown;  and  its  destroyer,  trampling  on 
the  fragments  of  a  broken  constitntion,  his  pas- 
sions inflamed  to  madness,  oalliag  to  hia  ^d  all 
who  bad  assisted  in  the  cdd  rabeJlion,  exdting 
their  love  ofplnndn  and  their  religions  fanati- 
dsm,  was,  with  these  eomblQed  elements, 
sweeping  in  a  fiery  torrent  over  the  country, 
and  desto}yiog  life,  property,  and  all  that  was 
dear  and  valuable. 

In  this  state  of  things,  ( said  Mr.  P.,)  it  sarely 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  deepest  so- 
lioitade  should  exist  in  tbe  breast  of  every  in- 
^vidoa].  ^ce  he  had  participated  in  the 
aSUrs  of  OoTemmeut,  there  was  soaroely  any 
thing  cf  a  pnbKo  natnre  which  he  thought  more 
deserving  of  attention.  His  own  hopes  had 
been  animated :  he  busted  in  God  the  Texans 
might  succeed ;  and  that  tbe  standard  of  liberty 
might  yet  wave  over  their  desolated  territory, 
to  the  utter  ezclnsion  of  this  barbarous  and 
tyramiio  nsorper.  These  hopes  were  tAiared  in 
by  all  who  Lad  signed  this  memorial. 

Por  the  present  he  wonld  content  himself 
with  discharging  the  dnty  with  which  he  bad 
been  intruBted,  by  presenting  tiiese  memorials: 
and  believing  that  no  action  of  Congress  oonld 
be  had  on  them,  he  would  move  that  they  be 
read,  and  laid  on  tbe  table. 

Vr.  WmamEB  said  that^  like  the  gentleman 
frnn  South  Oartdin^  he  was  not  now  pr^ared 
to  go  into  a  disoossuHi  oa  the  ocearrenoes  on 
our  sooth-westem  frontier.  He  bad  no  wish  to 
anttoipate  any  discussion  on  this  subject,  wMcb 
might  hereafter  become  necessary.  In  m<xt 
of  tbe  sentiments  which  had  fallen  from  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  he  entirely  con- 
cmred.  He  conndered  it  as  no  more  than 
natural  that  the  sympathies  of  all  olasses  of  oar 
citizens  should  be  excited  in  favor  of  a  war 
founded  in  the  desire,  and  sanctified  by  the 
name,  of  lil>erty.  There  could  be  no  doubt, 
from  our  eduoatiou  and  habits,  that  a  free  Ciov- 
ernment  is  the  tort  of  Ooremmemt  wldidi  com- 
mands our  attaehment;  and  when  we  see 
straggling  to  obtdn  aaoh  a  Government  those 
who  are  in  smne  degree  related  to  us  by  the 
ties  of  country,  companionship,  and  kindred,  H 
is  not  matter  of  wonder  that  we  should  be  in- 
spired with  warm  hopes  for  their  saooess.  But 
Qtr.  W.  sud)  he  also  agreed  altogether  with 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that  this  is 


not  the  time  tar  Cooffom  to  do  or  wl'. 
any  act  beyond  the  nreserrationof  odtk:^- 
ity  in  the  oontesfc.  To  any  tlih^  hejvtl  ii 
he  was  (OTMMed ;  bnt  tothatobjectbevtr* 
ing  to  lend  hto  heart?  oo-operation. 

In  one  respect,  only,  then,  (said  Hr.  f  . 
differed  from  tiie  Senator  from  Sontli  Qui. . 
We  ooraelves,  (the  Senate,)  it  toqM  be  .v 
lected,  as  a  part  of  the  Ezecutive,  Hn  tc> 
cently  made  a  treaty  with  the  ItexickD  Gs^ts.- 
ment,  with  General  Santa  Anna  at  its  iittix. 
that  Ctovernmoit  is  at  this  moment  refnec-v. 
in  the  ITnit«d  Statee  by  a  dipkimfiie  spc 
Under  these  droumatanoes^  he  Alt  hb^ef  > 
strained  from  ip^jiag  siuh  etnthete  &  i: 
Senator  from  Sonm  Oandina  had  oaed,  b 
enoe  to  the  headof  that  GoTwnmeot.  Sbk 
been  called  on,  in  t^e  exeontiw  of 
rial  functions,  to  concfaide  a  treatT'  iri& 
Government,  he  felt  himsdf  restnind 
the  use  of  such  terms,  in  i{>eak3iigcf  tk» 
knowledged  head  of  the  Govermaec,  t 
might  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  ncc- 
ance  of  those  rations  m  peace  and 
which  are  now  subsisting  between  Mwit- 
tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  Pbbbtob  said :  It  is  oar  pt^^toiw 
nixe  established  QoTttnment^  no  sattfffif 
their  prinoiples,  or  by  whnn  ftnsdti 
have  a  trea^  with  him  now;  wevenx^ 
a  Une  between  his  territory  wd  oar  on; 
there  existed  no  wish  on  his  part  to  imsr-r^ 
the  first,  or  prevent  the  peacctfiil  pnwaj^- 
the  latter.   But  there  was  a  priiicipkj 
importance  presented  to  his  nuod,  ai 
was,  the  actual  existing  state  of  things »  > 
south- western  frontier.  Itwaaabwlntdjafr 
sary  to  consider  the  next  step  ia  the  senet 
events  which  were  tran^inog  there.  i» 
ought  to  be  an  aogmented  military  force  m  u 
defenceless  section  <^  our  ooantry;  nmxa^^ 
as  it  was  by  savage  and  wariike  triba.  wC 
to  be  acted  upon  by  this  Santa  Ajin5->"»* 
onqoeationed  abili^,  already  in  oominairf "  > 
mixed,  beterogeneona,  and  ferooDO!  uMjr 
He  would  restrain  his  hidignstioD,  VxtHfi- 
and,  in  con^deratiim  of  the  respecUU  w»  - 
whioh  the  memorial  was  coached,  maj" 
standing  of  those  who  edgned  it>  »  ^* 
move  tut  it  be  printed.  .  ^ 

The  motkm  to  lay  themeinoridsonw"^ 
and  to  print  them,  was  deoiled  ia  tbe  ifi'C' 

tive. 

Thubsdat,  May  10- 

layed  Inttdm^ 
The  following  Message  was  received  t* 
the  President  of  the  U^ted  Statu : 

Tbtib  fimoff  mdSotmof 

loformation  has  been 


Department  that  tbe  four  nu*^" JflJJ* 
tna^withftanoebavebeeainidtttteigw- 
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XTnited  Sutes,  b  oomanuiieiting  Hob  aitiaflKitcn? 
terminaUoD  of  our  oontroreny  iritb  Fnuoe,  I  fed 
assured  that  both  Houses  of  Congress  will  ooite  with 
me  in  desiring  and  believing  that  the  anUcipations  of 
the  restoration  of  the  ancient  cordial  relations  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  enressed  in  my  former 
UeS8ag«8  on  this  suUect,  nm  be  apei^ly  realised. 
No  proper  exertion  m  mine  shall  be  wanting  to  efioe 
the  rememlwanoe  of  thom  misooiioeptiotiB  that  hsTe 
temporarily  intemtpted  the  aocastomed  fatereonwe 
between  them. 

ASDBEW  JAGESON. 
The  Ueasege  vu  Uii  on  the  taUe. 


ib,  Shiput  presented  the  oredentialB  of  the 
honorable  Johbt  IC  Niun,  elected  by  the  Legis- 
latiire  irf  the  State  of  Conneotlont  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  supply  the  vaoan^  oooa* 
Bioned  hy^  the  death  itf  Uie  honorable  'Sa.toas 
Smith. 

Seeognition  of  TetKU. 

U>.  Manouk  presented  a  series  of  resolutions, 
adopted  by  a  meeting  of  citizeoB  of  Borke  coan- 
ty.  North  Carolina,  on  the  subject  of  the  affairs 
of  Texas,  recommending  the  acknowledgment 
by  the  Gh}TemmeDt  of  the  United  States  of  the 
independenoe  of  that  ooontry. 

The  resolations  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


MoNDAT,  Hay  23. 

Secogniti<m  of  TexM, 

Mr.  Wai^bb  said  there  had  been  forwarded 
to  him  the  proceedings  of  a  large  and  respecta- 
ble meeting  of  citizens,  of  the  State  of  Mia^- 
sippi,  held  at  the  court-house  of  Warren  coun- 
ty, which  he  had  been  requested  to  preseut  to 
tiie  Senate.  The  resolutions  contained  in  these 
prooeedings  (Mr.  W.  sidd)  instmcted  th^  Bep- 
ruentatiTea,  and  requested  their  Seniors  in 
CongrMB  to  use  th^  ntmost  endeaTora  to  ob- 
tain from  this  Government  the  immediate  re- 
cognition of  the  independence  of  Tocas,  stating 
the  reasons  which  have  induced  the  People  of 
this  county  to  utkc  this  measure.  The  time 
had  now  arrived  (Mr.  W.  believed)  for  action 
on  this  subject ;  and  he  therefore  moved  the 
reference  of  these  proceedings  to  the  Gommit- 
tee  on  Foreign  Belationn. 

If  the  accounts  we  had  received  from  Texas 
were  official,  (said  Hr.  W.,)  he  would  have 
moved  a  resolution  for  the  immediate  rec- 
ognition of  tiie  independence  of  Texas.  Ifr. 
W.  believed  tbeae  aoconnts  to  be  true;  hnt, 
as  the  Information  was  nnofflciaL  he  had  moved 
the  reference  of  the  Texas  memonals  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Belations,  in  the  expectation 
that  thcT  would  immediately  investigate  the  sub- 
ject, and  be  enabled  to  present  the  facts  to  us  in 
the  autbentio  form  which  would  justify  imme- 
diate action.  When  South  America  was  not  yet 
wholly  disenthralled  from  the  power  of  Spj^ 


[Snrara. 

—when  the  scale  was  still  balancing,  and  the 

auestion  not  yet  entirdy  determinra  which 
joold  preponderate,  lib^y  or  despotism,  Con- 
gress had  acted  upon  tiie  question  of  Sontb 
American  independence.  And,  at  a  late  pertod, 
when  the  struggle  in  Greece  was  still  progress* 
Ing — when  her  clasfflc  soil  was  still  the  tiieatre 
of  a  Bangnlnary  and  doubtful  conflict — when 
the  Moslem  crescent  had  not  yet  faded  before 
the  dawn  of  liberty — the  distiiu^ttished  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  bad  moved  to  aocredit  an 
agent  to  Greece.  If  we  were  warranted  in 
thus  acting  upon  that  occasion,  why  r^se 
now  to  investigate,  through  the  appropriate 
committee,  the  situation  St  affltirs  in  I^nat 
The  intelUgence  is,  that  a  divldon  of  the  Mexi- 
can army  has  been  overthrown,  and  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  contest  captured  by  the  troops  of 
Texas;  that  Santa  Anna,  the  leader  of  the 
Mexican  army,  and  the  head  of  the  Mexican 
Government,  the  very  man  in  whose  person 
that  Government  was  concentrated,  was  ^so 
a  prisoner;  and  that  he  had  consented  to  tiie 
exaltation  of  Texas,  and  the  immediate  recog- 
nition of  her  independence.  I^  then,  (said  Itb*. 
W.,)  Texas  has  maintuued,  upon  the  field  of 
battie,  that  dedaratitm  of  independence  made 
by  her  many  months  rince— if  that  independ- 
enoe  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  head  of  the 
Hexloaii  Oovemment,  and  Texas  evacuated  1^ 
the  Mexican  taroopa— if  there  he  now  a  Govern- 
ment d«  facto  in  operation  in  Texas,  and  her 
enemies  overthrown — we  mtist,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples that  have  always  guided  our  course,  rec- 
ognize at  once  the  independence  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Webstsb  said  that  if  the  pec^le  of  Texas 
had  established  a  Government  de  facto,  it  was 
undoubtedly  the  duty  of  this  Government  to 
acknowledge  their  independence.  He  would 
be  one  of  the  first  to  actmowlec^e  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas,  on  reasonable  proof  that  she  had 
established  a  Government.  There  were  views 
connected  with  Texas  wMoh  he  wwild  not 
now  present,  as  it  would  be  premature  to  do 
BO ;  but  he  would  observe  that  he  had  receiv^ 
some  information  from  a  respectable  source, 
which  turned  bis  attention  to  the  very  ^K- 
niflcant  expression  used  by  Mr.  Mcmroe  m  his 
Message  of  1822,  that  no  European  power 
shonla  ever  be  permitted  to  establish  a  colony 
on  the  American  continent  He  had  no  doubt 
tbat  attempts  would  be  made  by  some  European 
GK)Temment  to  obtain  a  cession  of  Texas  from 
the  Government  of  Mexico.  ^ 

Mr.  £iHQ,  of  Alabama,  sud:  We  have  uni- 
formly recognized  the  existing  Qovemmenti^ 
the  Governments  de^aeta  ;  we  have  not  stopped 
to  inoiure  whether  it  is  a  denpotic  or  oonstito- 
tional  Government ;  whether  it  is  a  r^nbUo  or 
a  despotism.  All  we  ask  is,  does  a  Govern- 
ment actually  esst;  and  having  satisfied 
ourselves  of  that  bet,  we  look  no  further,  but 
recognize  it  as  it  is.  It  was  on  this  principle, 
(siud  Hr.  E.,)  tlds  safe,  this  correct  principle, 
that  we  recc^:nized  what  wan  called  the  repub- 
lic ctf  Franoe,  founded  im  the  ruins  of  the  old 
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monarcbjr ;  ■  then  the  ooMolar  goTernment ;  a 
little  after,  the  imperial ;  and  vhen  that  was 
crashed  hj  a  comolnation  of  all  Europe,  and 
that  most  extraordinary  man  who  wielded  it 
was  driven  into  e^le,  we  agun  acknowledged 
the  kinxlf  govemmeDt  of  the  honse  of  Bour- 
bon, and  now  the  oouBtitntiaud  King  Louis 
Philippe  of  Orleans. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  E.,  we  take  thin^  as  tbey  are ; 
we  aak  not  how  Governments  are  established 
— by  wfiat  revolutions  they  are  brooght  into 
ezi^nce.  Let  ns  see  an  independent  Govern- 
ment in  Texas,  and  he  wonld  not  be  beldnd  the 
Senator  fVom  Missisfflppl  nor  the  Senator  from 
Sonth  Carolina  in  pressing  forward  to  its  recog- 
nition, and  establisbiiigwithitthe  most  cordial 
and  frwndly  relatiima.  Vbj;  Mr.  K., 
shoold  our  conrae  now  be  made  to  difl^  from 
that  pursued  by  na  wheo  South  America  was 
strolling  to  free  herself  from  the  grinding  fyr- 
anny  of  ,§>ui>i  from  tiie  horrors  of  the  inqaisi- 
tioQ  ?  was  there  a  man  who  did  not  deeply 
sympattdce  with  them,  and  desire  to  see  them 
freed  from  their  oppressors  1  Not  one,  sir,  not 
one;  every  heart  throughout  this  widely-ex- 
tended republic  throbbed  with  joy  at  their  sac- 
cesses,  with  pain  at  th^  reverses.  IHd  we 
at  once  acknowledge  their  independence  1  Ko, 
sir ;  far  from  it  The  eloquent  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  then  a  member  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives,  exerted  all  his  powers  in  vain. 
The  then  admfaiistratitHi,  wise,  eandon^  jost, 
could  not  be  induced  to  act  in  the  absence  of 
fill  infonnation  on  which  certain  rellanoe  could 
be  plaoed.  Three  of  our  moat  respectable  dti- 
lens  were  deputed  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of 
thin^ ;  and  it  was  not  until  their  report  was 
received,  that  that  prudent  administration  rec- 
ommended the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  Sonth  American  republics,  and  the  whole 
country  joyfully  responded  to  the  recommen- 
dation. So,  he  sbonld  hope,  would  be  the  ac- 
tion of  the  administration  on  the  present  occa- 
non.  Let  us  have  information  on  which  we 
may  reply,  not  mere  rumor. 

Mr.  MjLiTouii  hoped  the  Senate  would  not 
send  this  matter  to  the  committee— not  to  sleep, 
for  they  ought  to  report  something  on  the  sub- 
ject, when  Texas  came  up  to  the  standard  of 
independence,  he  was  prepared  toaotpromptiy, 
but  was  not  willing  to  onbarrass  the  Executive 
upon  mere  newspaper  rumor.  He  would  vote 
ag^nst  the  reference,  on  the  ground  tiiat  he 
was  unwilling  to  take  any  step  until  he  could 
go  the  whole  length.  At  present,  there  was 
no  authentic  information  that  there  was  any 
Government  In  Texas.  He  would  not  yield 
that  he  bad  less  sensibility  than  others  in  be- 
half of  Texas ;  and  being  nnwilliog  that  the 
committee  should  be  embarrassed  by  this  ddi- 
cate  queetioD,  be  wonld  move  to  li^  it  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  OALm>UH  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
add  more  strength  to  the  cause  of  Texas  to 
wait  for  a  few  days,  until  they  received  official 
confirmation  of  the  victory  and  culture  of  Santa 
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Anna,  in  order  to  obtain  a  more  unanimcm 
vote  in  &vor  of  the  recognition  of  Tesas.  He 
had  been  of  but  one  opinion  frwn  tbe  beginning 
that,  so  Ihr  fnm  Heaoo  being  able  to  reduce 
Texas,  then  was  great  danger  of  Vexieo  hc^ 
:  sdf  being  conquered  by  the  Texans.  The  re- 
sult of  one  battie  had  placed  tbe  ruler  of  Mexi- 
co in  the  power  of  the  Texans;  and  ther  were 
now  sble,  either  to  dictate  what  terma  iL^r 
pleased  to  him,  or  to  make  terms  with  the  op- 
position in  Mexico. 

He  had  made  up  his  mind  not  only  to  recog- 
nize the  indepenaenoe  of  Texas,  but  for  ha 
admission  into  this  Union ;  and  if  the  Texans 
managed  their  affurs  prudently,  they  would 
soon  be  called  upon  to  dedde  that  oaestioa. 
Ho  man  eonld  suppose  for  a  moment  Uiat  that 
oountiy  oonld  ever  cone  agun  under  the  do- 
ndnioa  c£  Mezioo ;  and  he  was  o(  i^rimon  fltat 
it  was  not  for  our  interests  that  there  dmdd 
he  an  independent  eommnnity  between  ns  and 
Mexico.  There  were  powerful  reasons  why 
Texas  should  be  a  part  of  this  Union.  Tbe 
Soutiiem  States,  owning  a  slave  p(n>alation, 
were  deeply  interested  in  preventing  that  coun- 
try from  naving  tbe  power  to  annoy  them ;  snd 
the  navigatiug  and  manu&ctoring  interests  of 
the  Nortii  and  East  were  equslly  interested  in 
making  it  a  part  of  this  UnioD.  He  tboughl 
they  would  soon  be  c^ed  on  to  decide  ttuH 
questions;  and  when  they  did  act  on  it^  he 
was  for  acting  on  both  t(»etfaer — for  reeoe^ 
ni&ng  the  independence  of  Tnaa,  and  tor  ad- 
mitting her  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Bbows  said  he  would  say  a  f^w 
words  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memorisb 
in  favor  of  the  recognition  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas  to  the  Committee  on  'Foreago. 
Relations.  We  had  been  called  on,  said  Mr. 
B.,  to  take  this  step,  by  the  advocates  of  the 
motion,  oonfeesedly  on  the  grounds  of  the  pro- 
priety of  an  immediate  acknowledgment  of  the 
existing  authorities  in  Texas  as  a  Government. 
He,  therefore,  should  view  the  motion  as  look- 
ing to  that  result,  and  as  tbe  means  by  which 
it  was  sought  to  be  accomplidied.  what,  he 
wonld  ad:,  was  the  nature  of  the  infonnatiai 
on  which  this  Important  step  was  to  be.  pre- 
dicated t  Were  we  in  possession  ct  that  well- 
authenticated  intelligence,  as  r^arda  the  con- 
dition of  Texas,  and  the  competency  of  its  ex- 
isting anthorities  to  maintain  uiemsclTes  agwnsc 
the  power  of  tbe  Mexican  Oovemment,  which 
would  authorize  such  a  measure  ?  These  were 
important  preliminary  inquiries,  and  should  not 
he  regarded  as  eettied,  ■until  we  had  received 
more  certain  and  definite  informatitni  than  we 
yet  had  in  our  possession.  Mr.  B.  could  not. 
he  saidf  consider  the  effort  which  was  now 
making  by  honorable  gentlemen  to  stimulata 
action  on  this  subject  by  our  Government,  in 
any  other  lig^t  than  u  attempt  to  change  prac- 
tically and  radically  the  neutral  and  pacific 
character  of  our  Government,  which  had  long 
been  cherished  as  one  of  its  wisest  and  best 
settled  principles  of  policiy— a  policx  under  the 
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guidance  of  whioh  we  had  grown,  and  strength- 
ened, and  become  powerim  at  home  and  re- 
spectable abroad. 

Hr.  Biw  cononned  in  the  neoesdtr  of 
cantioD.  TU»  Qoveniment  ahonld  act  with 
modmitioii,  oalnmen,  and  dignitr;  and  be- 
oanae  he  viaihed  the  Senate  should  act  with 
that  becoming  moderation,  calmness,  and  digni- 
ty, which  ought  to  oharacterize  its  delibera- 
tions  on  international  subjects,  it  was  his  wish 
that  the  anbject  might'  be  referred.  If  it  was 
postponed,  it  woulcT  come  up  again  for  discus- 
sion from  morning  till  morning,  to  the  exdu- 
sion  of  most  of  the  business  of  the  Senate,  as 
there  was  nothhig  to  prevent  tbe  presentation 
of  petitions  everj  morning,  to  excite  discus- 
sion. It  was  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  these 
^scnsriona,  that  he  shotud  vote  to  refer  it  at 
onoe  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
He  did  not  vote  to  refer  it  to  me  offlninittee 
to  reoeive  its  qiuetua,  hut  that  thej  nuf^t  s^re 
their  views  upon  it ;  nw  did  he  feel  as  if  he 
were  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion  upon 
the  propriety  of  the  measure.  It  was  .strange 
that  Senators,  who  stated  that  their  opinions 
were  made  up,  should  oppose  the  reference. 

The  memorials  were  then  referred  to  Ute 
Oommittee  on  Fordgn  Belations. 


WaDKSSDATj  May  26. 

Deposit  Segulation  Bill — Pepotit  ^  Surplia 
Meoenm  loith  th«  3tate»~~Mr.  OdUwunU 
Plan. 

On  siotiou  of  Hr.  OALHOtnr,  Hbo  Senate  took 
np  the  bill  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the  pab- 
lio  monejrs;  when -Mr.  0.  was  permitted,  bj 
general  consent,  to  modify  tbe  bill  by  adding 
new  sections,  the  parport  of  which  is,  that  the 
unexpended  balance  remaining  in  the  Treasory, 
on  the  81st  of  December  of  each  year,  except 

 dollars,  shall  be  deposited  wiui  the  several 

States  of  the  Union,  each  in  proportion  to  its 
population ;  that  the  Secretary  of^the  Treasury 
^aU  notify  the  Executive  of  each  State  that 
the  sum  allotted  to  his  State  will  be  p^  on  the 
warrant  oi  the  Oluef  Magi^ate  of  said  State, 
or  deposited  in  the  State  Tnasary,  at  Ids  op- 
tion; the  sum  thus  deported  wiUi  tbe  States  to 
he  retained  withoat  interest  until  wanted  by 

the  General  Government,  and  that   

month's  notice  shall  be  ^ven  before  it  is  with- 
drawn ;  that  where  a  State  is  not  anthorized 
by  its  existing  laws  to  receive  the  deposits,  the 
sum  allotted  to  it  shall  be  transferred  to  it  on 
the  warrant  of  its  Executive,  or  deposited  in 
its  Treasury,  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  passed  a 
law  anthorizing  snoh  transfer  for  deposit :  this 
act  to  continae  in  force  tall  the  80th  of  Jane, 
1842. 

The  qnestion  then  recurred  on  ICr.  Vbibht's 
amendment,  providing  for  the  investment  of 
the  ■nrploB  in  the  Treasory  in  some  safe  pnblio 
Bto<^  Sen. 

On  motion  of  Ur,  Wbiobt,  the  bOl  wai  laid 


[Skiuxx. 

on  the  table,  with  an  understanding  to  t&ke  it 
up  to-morrow. 


TEunaDAT,  May  26. 

IbHi/leatiom  and  Sufphis  Swmw. 

The  bin  making  appropriations  for  the  pur- 
chase of  sites,  the  ooUection  of  materials,  and 
the  commencement  of  certain  fortifications, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  final 
paflsag^  and  dedded  in  the  affirmative : 

Teas. — Hessrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buebaoan, 
Cntlibert,  Davis,  Ewisg  of  Bliiuns,  Ooldaborough, 
Qnndy,  Hendricks,  Hifl,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of 
AlKboma,  Idnm,  Uonia,  Naadain,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Porter,  PMntin,  Rives,  Bob)^  RoUnsmi,  Rnggles, 
Sieptey,  Tallmadge^  ^jmBnaon^  Walker,  W^rter, 
Wright— 81. 

NAva.— Messrs.  OiDunn,  Crittenden,  Eirfncof  OUo, 
King  of  Geoigia,  Iidgh,  ibi^pun,  Hoore,  Freetmi, 


Fbidat,  Vaj  27. 

JDepprit  Segulation  BiU—Lepont  vUh  iha 
StaU»—Mr.  €kHKoun*$  Plan. 

Mr.  WmoHT  said  he  had  two  insuperable  ob- 
jections to  prefer  against  the  propositions 
offered  by  the  Senator  feom  Soutii  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Caleouit,)  for  a  disporition  of  the  surplos 
revenue.  The  first  was^  th^  he  considered 
them,  in  lahstanoe  and  In  eflS»et,  propositiona 
to  make  a  general  dlrtribntion  to  the  States  of 
aU  the  xevennee  in  the  national  Treasury,  from 
whatever  sonrce  derived,  and,  in  that  sense,  to 
embrace  tiie  adoption  of  a  principle  which  he 
considered  more  dangerous  to  our  civil  institu- 
tions. State  and  national,  than  any  other  which 
oonla  be  presented  for  the  sanction  of  Congress. 
The  taxing  powers  of  this  Government  were  to 
be  used  to  accumnlate  money  for  distribution 
to  the  sovereign  and  independent  States  of  the 
confederacy.  Those  States  were  to  he  taught 
to  look  to  this  Gtovemmeot  tar  the  means  to 
supply  th^  wants ;  for  the  mmuj  to  snstidn 
tiieir  institutions ;  for  the  ftmds  to  meet  their 
legislative  appropriaticma.  Can  relatione  of 
this  sort  be  establiBhed,  and  the  independence 
of  the  States  be  preserved  f  Oan  the  Govern- 
ment of  a  State  feel  or  exercise  an  independ- 
ence of  the  power  which  feeds  and  sust^s  it 
hy  direct  and  gratuitoas  contributions  from  its 
Treasury  t  What  step  can  be  so  eminentiy  cal- 
culated as  this,  to  produce  speedy  and  perfect 
consolidation  ? 

Mr,  W.  sud  he  knew  he  should  be  answered 
that  it  was  not  proposed  to  give,  but  to  loan, 
this  money  to  the  States ;  to  take  their  bonds 
or  securities  for  its  repliant,  apon  the  call  of 
Congress.  It  would  be  fiuther  said  that  the 
ranisnim  to  charge  interest  was  a  matter  of  en- 
tire discretion  with  Congress,  and  of  Justiee  to 
the  Btatoi,  inanrnwh  as  the  money  had  been 


PuMw  D^otttt—Mr.  CaOom'i  Han. 
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eollected  from  the  people  of  the  States ;  and, 
if  not  wanted  for  the  qui  of  tbls  Ooremment, 
ought  to  be  Bobmitted  to  the  States  for  their 
use,  without  charge.  These  were  speoioas 
answers,  to  which  we  form  of  the  propoaitiona 
gave  ooanteiiance ;  bot  what  woiud  be  their 
practical  effect  I  The  monej  was  to  go  to  tlie 
States  upon  a  role  of  distribiitioa  preaoribed, 
and  clumed  to  be  equal  and  Just ;  it  was  to  go 
to  them  for  any  naes  they  may  choose  to  nu£e 
of  it,  and  withoiit  int«<e6t  la  retom  for  the 
money,  tlie  Mreral  State  Legislatares  are  to 
paas  laws  declaring  that  the  State  will  repay 
the  principal  when  Omgrees  shall,  by  law,  call 
for  the  payment.  Does  any  cue  believe  that 
the  national  Treasury  will  ever  receive  back 
one  dollar  of  the  money  distribated  upon  these 
terms  t  What  is  the  coarse  I  The  immediate 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  is  established 
between  each  of  the  States  and  the  Federal 
Government,  and  the  power  to  demand  pay- 
ment is  left  with  the  represeotativeB  of  the 
States,  and  of  the  people  of  the  States,  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress ;  while  the  response  to 
that  demand  resta  witii  the  States  themselves, 
acting  through  their  respeedve  L^alatures,  or 
otiierwise,  as  they  shall  ohooae.  The  Treaanry 
li  in  want  Will  the  States,  thrtmgh  their 
agenta  here,  make  a  donud  npmi  tiiemselTea 
to  supply  that  wsntf  Never,  Mr.  President. 
They  may,  through  that  channel,  call  for  in- 
CT eased  distributions^  bnt  never  for  the  repay- 
ment of  moneys  wmch  have  been  distributed 
and  expended. 

It  must  not  be  alleged,  ICr.  W.  stud,  that,  in 
making  these  remarks,  he  expressed  distrust  of 
the  patriotism  or  faith  of  the  States.  No  man 
entertdned  more  confidence  In  both  than  him- 
self ;  but  the  government  of  the  States  was  the 
government  of  the  people  of  the  States,  and  the 
people  of  the  States  composed  the  vast,  aagfr- 
cfons,  enterprising  bostness  oommnnlt^,  which 
all  here  in  common  represent,  and  of  whose  in- 
terests they,  as  an  aggregate  nmnber,  are  quite 
as  perfect  JndgeB  as  their  representatives  any- 
where. He  BDonld  never  express  a  doubt  of 
their  foith  or  patriotism ;  nor  did  be  doubt 
that  they  would,  at  all  times,  and  for  all  proper 
purposes,  keep  the  national  Treasury  fxmr  and 
rictuy  supplied.  If^  however,  want  would 
come  upon  that  Treasury,  the  manner  of  an- 
swering that  want  would  oe  before  the  people, 
and  subject  to  th^r  interests  and  their  will. 
If  an  increase  of  the  duties  upon  imports,  an 
increase  at  indirect  taxation,  should  he  more 
aoo^table  to  the  majority  than  a  call  apon  the 
States  for  the'  money  now  proposed  to  be  in- 
trusted to  them,  that  mode  of  sapplyiur  the 
Treasury  wiU,  of  coarse,  be  adopted,  whioh 
— he  would  ask  every  Senator  to  answer  to 
Mmself  in  candor  and  sinoeri^ — ^which  would 
be  the  most  probable  resort  I  In  case  of  a  call 
npon  the  Stt^ea,  all  would  be  equally  interested, 
and  all  would  be  likely  to  resist  Such  a  call, 
if  the  rule  of  dlsti-ibntion  should  be  a  proper 
and  oonatitational  role,  would  be,  in  effe^  pre- 
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cisely  equivalent  to  laying  a  direct  tax  to  dta 
amount,  and  the  interest  of  no  State  or  stoiot 
of  the  country  oould,  in  any  event,  be  pniBoud 
by  it ;  bat  in  an  increase  of  tiie  duties  upa 
foreign  imp<niatioaB,  and  the  consequent  iih 
crease  of  the  revenue  from  castoms,  »  U.^ 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  whdit  Cnkiii,  s 
experience  has  shown,  may  easily  be  mit 
believe,  If  the  hct  be  not  so,  that  th«r  interei 
wUl  be  diree^uid  essentially  promoted. 
timif  can  doubt  that  this  mode,  instead  <^ieiE 
npon  tiie  States  for  the  money  paroled  out  b 
them,  win  be  the  mode  ai  aimuying  wffBtBt 
wanta  of  the  TreasmT-,  ao  uautas  areiattto 
this  indirect  tasaiticm  can  reach  that  otgMl 
If  a  ealamitons  and  expeosAv*  war  duE  cooe 
npon  the  nation,  and  our  commerce  ben 
tir  interrupted  or  destroyed  as  to  rQider  idt 
rates  of  duty  upon  imports  an  inadequte 
ply  to  the  Treasury,  then,  indeed,  Mr.  W.  mi 
this  money  might  be  called  for ;  because  tkea 
no  other  resort  but  to  suc^  a  call,  <»r  to  s  dind 
tax,  would  remain  to  Congress.  Still,  an  m>- 
portant  and  most  delicate  qnestai»i  would,  em 
then,  he  likely  to  govern  the  actiQD  of  tbeai- 
tlonal  Legislature.  Each  State  would  csMm 
the  relative  effect  upon  itaelf  of  a  call  fortk 
mmOT,  or  afreet  tax  to  ndse  the  sneamn^ 
"Hie  btereeU  of  the  States  whose  popDiitis 
shall  have  relatively  diminished  between  tlie 
time  of  the  receipt  of  the  money  and  the  to 
when  a  call  shall  be  proposed,  willdictattto 
it,  and  to  its  representatives  here,  to  bnt  i 
dinct  tax  in preferenoe  to  a  call;  beotue^ 
proportion  of  the  tax  will  be  leas  than  wse  is 
proportion  of  the  money,  distributed  wfaeo  its 
relative  pontion  among  the  States  was  bigbei. 
On  the  oontrary,  the  re^vdy  iucreia^ 
States,  those  whose  population  diall  best  i 
higher  proportim  to  the  whole  when  the  taB 
oomee  than  when  the  diatribation  took  placf, 
will  &Tor  a  call  instead  of  a  tax:,  because 
proportion  of  money  falling  to  tiieir  share  via 
have  been  less  than  their  proportion  ottbeia 
when  they  shall  have  become  redativelf  mot 
populoDs.  The  preponderance  of  these  inta- 
ests  will,  of  course,  determine  the  action  a 
OongresB  when  the  crius  will  have  arrived. 

If  this  view  of  the  snbjeot  be  sound  and  pi^ 
tical,  will  any  one  cont^d  that  the  diepoatioo 
of  the  surplus,  according  to  these  propoatiisi^ 
is,  in  effect,  any  thing  less  than  a  genmlv^ 
unrestricted  distidbntion  of  it  to  the  Statesi 
The  repayment  is  submitted  to  their  actkm, 
and  is  sul^ect  to  their  pleasure;  and  ^tl>f 
owutitntional  means  for  a  supi^y  of  moosf  ^ 
the  IVeasuiy,  separate  frmn  a  call  for  w 
money,  will  be  constantly  as  open  to  tbem  ■!» 
to  Uinr  representatives  here,  as  they 
and  will  remain,  if  this  distribution  be  not  wKt 
Is,  then,  the  position  sonud,  that  OoafKse 
never  make  the  call  until  a  necessity  eitber« 
levying  a  direottax,or  of  making  it,  shall  exist' 
And  if  it  be,  is  the  position  of  the  General  Got- 
emment  made,  in  any  respect,  better,  by  bid- 
ing required  tiie  pnnnise  <»  payment  as  a  wo' 
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dition  preoedent  to  divicUog  out  the  moneys 
of  the  TreMury  to  the  States!  Mr.  W.  said 
that  he  coald  not  see  that  it  was,  while  he  ooold 
see  the  most  fe^al  evils  which  n^^t  arise 
from  this  debtor  and  creditor  reIflAi(Hi  between 
the  States  and  this  OoTemment,  He  oonld 
foresee  incalcnlable  evils  which  might  grow 
ODt  of  the  oonflioting  and  contrary  interests  of 
the  different  States,  wheneTer  it  ^onld  he  pro- 
posed \tf  the  Federal  Government  to  make  the 
oall  for  Ais  nunqjr,  and  thus  attempt  to  raider 
the  pranises  to  operative.  He  was  com- 
pelled fttrther  to  apprehend,  in  oonseqneooe 
of  these  proportions,  should  they  be  adopted, 
an  early  agitation  of  the  tariff  controversy,  and 
the  revival  of  local  qnrations  which  have  so  re- 
cently tried  the  strength  of  this  Union  more 
severely  than  it  had  ever  before  been  tried, 
and  given  to  onr  institotions  a  shook  which 
every  patriot  would  long  remember,  and  labor, 
to  the  Qtmost  of  his  power,  to  avoid  in  fhtnre. 

His  second  objection,  Hr.  W.  swd,  was 
against  the  rnle  of  distribution  ftlopted.  It 
was  directed  to  be  made  according  to  the  rep- 
resentation of  each  State  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  BepresentatiTea.  He  must  suppose,  if 
Congress  possess  the  power,  vaisT  the  oonati- 
tntion,  to  divide  out  the  moneys  in  tiie  pnUio 
Treasury  to  the  States^  or  to  lie  people  of  the 
States,  that  the  rule  of  distribution  must  fd&aw 
that  which  governs  the  oolleotion  of  the  same 
money.  That  role  is  the  rule  of  repreeeQtation 
and  taxation ;  is  the  rnle  of  federal  numbers ; 
is  the  rate  of  representation,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  by  which  the  States  are  represented  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  It  has  never  before 
been  proposed  to  include  the  Sraato  in  any 
calculation  of  equality  between  the  States. 
The  oonstitotion  has  in  no  instance  included  it; 
and  he  must  think  that  its  indnrion  here  was 
against  the  n>lrit  and  agidnsi  the  express  pro- 
TTsions  of  tnat  instrument  How  had  this 
money  been  accumulated  t  By  taxation,  direct 
or  indirect.  From  whom  had  it  been  collect- 
ed ?  From  the  people  of  the  States.  The  oon- 
stitotion prescribed  the  rule  by  which,  and  by 
which  pnly.  Congress  might  tax  them ;  and 
that  was  in  proportion  to  their  federal  numbers. 
If  the  money  is  not  wanted  for  the  uses  of  the 
Federal  Government,  to  whom  does  it  belong  1 
and  to  whom  should  it  be  returned!  Most 
certainly  to  the  pe<ntle  from  whom  it  has  been 
collected,  and  in  the  lame  pn^Kfftions  which 
governed  its  collection  from  them.  It  ahonld 
oe  ^atribntedf  then,  opwi  the  fMeral  inimbers 
of  the  States,  or  upon  th^  representation  in 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  al<Hie ;  and  the 
representation  in  the  Senate,  which  has  no  re- 
lation to  the  population  or  tax-paying  liabiUtiea 
of  the  States,  should  not  be  incloded. 

Another  argument  agunst  the  adt^tion  of 
this  rule  of  distribution,  of  the  strongest  char- 
acter, was  to  be  found  in  the  certainty  it  would 
create  that  the  money  would  never  be  called 
for,  even  to  avt^d  direot  taxation.  By  this 
rule,  all  the  null  8tat«  would  obtain  a  krga 
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amount  of  the  money  to  be  distributed,  beyinid 
the  proportion  to  which  their  federal  nombws 
would  entitle  them.  Sixteen  of  the  twenty- 
four  States  would  gain,  and  eight  only  would 
lose.  Present,  ^en,  in  this  body,  where  the 
States  are  represented  equally,  the  alternative 
of  a  direot  tu,  or  a  call  upon  the  States  for 
this  money,  and  which  do  yon  think,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, woud  be  adopted)  Would  the  dxteen 
States  prevail,  or  the  d«^tV  and  if  the  inxteoi, 
which  alternative  wouQ  they  ohoosef  That, 
of  course,  which  the  intmsts  of  the  States  rep- 
resented here,  and  bedding  the  m^ority,  should 
dictate.  What  would  be  that  interest?  In 
the  distribution  of  the  money  to  be  repud,  they 
will  have  received  a  proportion  mndi  greater 
than  their  proportion  of  federal  population,  be- 
cause the  rule  of  distribution  included  their  rep- 
resentation in  the  Senate.  If^  then,  they  con- 
sent to  the  call  for  repayment,  they  must  re- 
turn the  money  received.  On  the  contrary, 
if  these  States  adopt  a  direct  tax,  they  have 
only  to  raise  a  sum  equfd  to  their  exaot  propor- 
ticms  in  the  scale  of  federal  numbers,  and  there- 
fore will  be  direct  gainers  by  preferring  the  tax 
and  rejecting  a  call  for  the  money. 

Mr.  W.  sud  be  must,  in  justice  to  himself^ 
state  that  tiie  &ct,  that  the  rule  proposed  to  be 
adopted  would  work  the  greatest  uyustice  to 
his  own  State,  had  very  little  influenoe  witb 
him  in  urging  this  ol^ection.  If  a  distribution 
was  to  be  made,  and  New  York  was  to  be  a 
recipient,  it  was  his  duty  to  contend  for  her 
rights ;  but  in  debt  as  she  was,  if  all  her  citi- 
zens entertained  his  feelings  and  opinions  upon 
this  subject,  th^  would  look,  as  they  most 
safely  might,  to  her  wealth,  to  her  enterprise, 
to  her  immense  advantages  and  reeonroea,  to 
pay  her  debts  and  carry  her  on  to  lier  hub 
OMtfny,  and  would  not  prostrate  her  before  ue 
national  l^eaaory,  tor  tba  miserable  boon  of  a 
few  bondred  thonaand  dialers.  Were  he  per- 
mitted to  advise^  bis  State  would  never  accept 
the  money  proposed  to  be  entrusted  to  her 
upon  the  terms  prescribed. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  but  one  single  further 
suggestion  to  make,  and  he  would  resume  his 
seat.  He  wished  to  inquire  of  those  gentiemen 
who  had  voted  for  the  land  bill,  and  who  now 
proposed  to  support  the  propositions  offered  by 
the  Soiator  fnnn  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue  among  the 
States,  whether  the  two  meaanres  would,  or 
wvuld  notMOondiot  with  eaeh  other!  whether 
tb^  wn«,  or  were  not,  intended  aa  antagoniat 
measnreaf  That  bOl  provides  fiv  the  dirtribn- 
tion  of  the  proceeds  nf  the  sales  of  the  publio 
lands  on  speoifled  days,  and  extends  through 
the  year  1887.  These  proportions  make  the 
same  diqMMition  of  all  the  revenues  in  the 
Treasury,  over  a  given  snm  to  be  named,  upon 
specified  day^  without  regard  to  the  sources 
from  which  tiie  moneys  may  have  been  derived, 
and  extends  ita  action  through  the  year  1841. 
If  he  was  not  mistaken,  the  mstributions  under 
the  two  UUi  woro  to  Uik»  plaoe^  in  khbo  in- 
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sUnoea  at  least,  on  the  same  dajr.  What  he 
wished  ireDtlemen  to  inform  him  waa,  which 
hill  woud  take  the  mone^;  for  he  aapposed 
either  wutild  take  all  which  oonld  be  called 
«un>liu.  The  role  of  diBtribntioa  was  Tery 
different  in  the  two  cases,  and  he  would  be  glad 
to  learn  wliether  it  waa  intended,  hy  this  meas- 
nre,  to  repeal  in  effect  the  land  bilL  His  in- 
qniries  were  particnlarlf  directed  to  the  author 
^  this  scheme  for  distribution,  and  he  ahoold 
mwtii  his  answw. 


Satobdat,  Haj-  28. 

Betlffnatlcn     Mr.  Bill 

The  Chub  oommnnioated  the  fi^owiiw^  let- 
ter of  redgnaUoD  feom  tb«  Hml  Iuao  Hnx ; 
which  waa  read : 

Wabhisotoi,  Jfoy  88,  1886. 
Sib  :  Haying  been  elected  the  ciUiens  of  New 
Hunpshire  to  the  office  of  Chief  ICu^stnte  of  that 
State,  withont  waiting  a  f<»ind  official  eommnnlea- 
tion  of  the  canTaas;  and  It  bdng  expedient  that  I 
should  enter  on  the  ^scharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
new  office  during  the  emuog  week,  I  oommunieate 
to  you,  and  through  yon  to  ute  Senate,  information 
that  on  Monday  next  I  aball  redgn  my  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

With  the  best  wiahet  of  hapirioess  to  yoonelf^ 
and  to  the  Senators  with  whrnn  I  bare  been  associ- 
ftted, 

I  an,  with  peat  respect, 

Tour  obedient  aenrant, 

ISAAC  HILL. 

Hon.    ABTm  Yaif  Bvbbm, 

VietFmidtiUi^tJu  t/niltd  8taU$. 

Fublie  I>epoMit»-~Mr.  AiZAott»*i  plan. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  regulate  the  deposits  of  the 
pnhlio  moavj. 

After  some  words  from  Mr.  Wbiqht,  in  ex- 
planation, 

Jti,  Oalhouv  sud :  Aftw  bestowing  on  the 
mtject  the  most  delibwate  attention,  I  hare 
come  to  the  conolosion  that  thve  is  no  other 
so  saS^  so  efficient^  and  so  free  from  objectionB, 
as  the  one  I  have  proposed — of  depositing  tbe 
surplus  that  may  remain  at  the  termination  of 
the  year  in  the  treasnries  of  the  several  States, 
in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the  amendment. 
Bat  tbe  Senator  from  New  York  objects  to  the 
measure,  that  it  wonld,  in  effect  amonnt  to  a 
^tribaUon,  on  the  ground,  as  be  conceives, 
that  the  States  would  never  refund.  He  does 
not  doubt  hut  thi^  they  would,  if  called  on  to 
rsAmd  by  the  Government,  but  he  says  that 
Congress  will  in  &ot  never  mabi  fiie  calL  He 
rests  this  condosion  on  the  suppodtltm  that 
there  would  be  a  majority  of  the  States  oppos- 
ed to  it.  He  admits,  in  case  the  revenue  should 
become  deficienL  that  the  southern  or  staple 
States  wonld  prefer  torefhnd  their  quota,  rath- 
er than  to  raise  the  imposts  to  meet  the  deficit ; 
but  he  insists  that  the  contrary  wonld  be  tiie 
case  with  the  maiufRctariiig  States^  which 
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would  pr^r  to  increase  the  imposts  to  r^onl- 
ing  their  qnota,  on  the  ground  that  the  inereaae 
of  the  dntiee  would  promote  the  interests  cf 
mannfaotaree.  I  cannot  agre^^th  tbe  Senator 
that  those  States  would  assume  a  poation  so 
utterly  untenable  as  to  refiue  to  reTimd  &  de- 
posit which  their  faith  would  be  plighted  to 
return,  and  rest  the  refusal  on  Hie  ground  ol 
preferring  to  lay  a  tax,  becaose  it  would  be  a 
boun^  to  them,  and  would  conaequentlj  throw 
the  whole  burden  of  the  tax  <ni  the  otliCTStue& 
Bat,  be  this  w  it  may,  I  can  tell  the  Senator 
that,  if  they  should  take  a  coarse  so  onjust  and 
nuMutrouB,  he  be  assured  that  the  other 
States  wonld  most  nnqnestlonably  restst  the 
.  hiorease  of  the  imposts ;  so  that  the  Gotoe- 
ment  would  have  to  take  its  choice,  cither  to 
go  without  the  mon^,  or  call  on  tbe  States 
to  refund  the  deponta.  But  I  so  far  agree  witlk 
the  Senator  as  to  believe  that  CJongress  would 
be  very  reluctant  to  make  the  call ;  tiiat  it 
would  not  m^e  it  till,  from  the  wants  of  ibe 
Treasury,  it  should  become  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  and  that,  in  order  to  avoid  such  neeesatr, 
it  would  resort  to  a  just  and  proper  eoonomy  h 
the  public  ezpenditares  as  the  preferable  alter- 
native. I  Me  in  fbS%  however,  mneh  good  la- 
stead  of  evil.  The  Government  has  long  nooe 
departed  frtmi  haUts  of  eotmmny,  and  haafiillai 
into  a  proftision,  a  wastcL  and  an  extra vaganw 
in  its  disbnrsementa,  rarely  equalled  by  any  free 
State,  and  which  threatens  the  most  diaaAnns 
consequences. 

But  I  am  happy  to  think  that  the  ground  tat 
whidi  tiie  olitJeotion  of  the  Senator  stands  may 
be  removed,  without  materially  impairing  tl^e 
provicdons  of  the  bill.  It  will  require  but  the 
addition  of  a  few  words  to  remove  it,  by  giv- 
ing to  the  deposits  all  the  advantasea,  witboat 
the  oUeotlonB  which  he  proposes  by  tus  plan. 
It  will  be  easy  to  provide  tlut  the  States  sbaQ 
aotborixe  the  proper  offloen  to  give  negoti- 
able ontifieates  of  deport,  whidL  audi  not  bear 
intweet  till  demandeOf  when  they  shall  bear  the 
usual  rates  till  paid.  Sudk  certificates  would 
be,  in  fact.  State  stoc^  eveiy  ynj  similar  to 
that  in  which  tbe  Senator  proposes  to  vest  the 
surplus,  but  with  this  striking  superiority :  that, 
instead  of  being  partial,  and  limited  to  a  fev 
States,  they  would  be  fairly  and  jusdy  appor- 
tioned among  the  several  States.  They  would 
have  another  string  advantage  over  hk, 
They  would  create  among  all  the  members  of 
the  confederacy  redprocally  the  relation  of 
debtor  and  creditor,  in  proportion  to  their  rds- 
tive  weight  in  the  Unicni;  which,  in  effect, 
would  leave  them  in  th^  present  ralaticHi,  md 
would  of  course  avoid  the  danger  that  would 
result  from  his  plan,  which,  as  has  been  shown, 
would  neoessanly  make  a  part  oS  the  States 
debtors  to  the  rest,  wltti  all  danger  re8ul^ 
ingfrom such  relation. 

The  next  objection  of  the  Senator  is  to  the 
ratio  of  distribution,  proposed  in  the  bill,  among 
the  States,  which  he  pronounces  to  be  nneqoal, 
if  not  uoooiutitatiMiaL   He  inasts  that  the 
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trae  prinoiple  would  be  to  distribute  the  sur- 
plus among  the  States  in  proportion  to  the  rep- 
resentation in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives, 
without  including  the  Senators,  as  is  proposed 
in  the  bill ;  for  which  he  relies  on  the  uct,  ^at, 
by  the  constitution,  representation  and  taxa- 
tion are  to  be  apporiUoned  In  the  same  manner 
among  the  Statea. 

The  Senate  wiU  see  that  the  eflbct  of  adq>t- 
Ing  the  ratio  somKnted  by  the  Beoator  wonli 
be  to  &Tor  the  Btatka,  while  that  in  the 
bill  will  be  more  &Yorab1e  to  the  smalL 

The  State  T  in  part  represent  occupies  a  neu- 
tral position  between  the  two.  She  cannot  be 
considered  either  a  lai^  or  a  small  State,  form- 
ing, as  she  does,  one  twenly-fourth  part  of 
the  Union,  and  of  course  it  is  the  same  to  her 
whichever  ratio  may  be  adopted.  But  1  prefer 
the  one  contained  in  my  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  it  representa  the  relative  weight 
of  the  States  In  the  Government  It  is  the 
weight  assigned  to  them  in  the  choice  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  In  the  electoral 
college,  and,  of  course,  in  the  admiiUatraUon 
of  the  laws.  It  is  also  that  aa^gned  to  them 
in  the  making  of  Uie  laws  hj  tiie  aotion  of  tb» 
two  Houses,  and  corresponds  very  nearly  to 
their  weight  in  the  Judicial  deparbnent  of  the 
Goremment ;  the  judges  being  nominated  by 
the  President  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  In 
addition,  I  was  influenced  in  selecting  the  ratio 
by  the  belief  that  it  was  a  wise  and  magnani- 
moas  course,  in  case  of  doabt,  to  favor  the 
weaker  members  of  the  confederacy.  The 
larger  can  always  take  care  of  themselves,  and, 
to  avoid  jealousy  and  improper  feelings,  ought 
to  act  liberally  towards  the  weaker  members 
of  the  cOTifederaoy.  To  which  may  be  added, 
that  I  am  of  the  impresrirai  tbat^  evm  on  the 
principle  assumed  by'the  Senator,  that  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  surplus  onglit  to  be  apportioned 
on  the  ratio  with  cUrect  taxation,  (woioh  may 
be  well  doubted,)  the  ratio  which  I  support 
would  conform  in  practice  more  nearly  to  the 
principle  than  that  which  he  supports.  It  is  a 
fact  not  generally  knoWn,  that  representation 
in  the  ouLBT  House,  and  direct  taxes,  ^ould 
they  be  laid,  would  be  far  from  being  equal, 
although  the  constitution  provides  that  they 
should  be.  The  inequality  would  result  from 
the  mode  of  apportioning  the  representaUves. 
Instead  oS  apportitming  them  among  the  States, 
as  near  as  may  be,  as  mreoted  by  Uie  oonstita- 
taon,  an  artifidal  mode  of  distribation  has  been 
adopted,  which  in  its  effects  gives  to  the  large 
States  a  greater  number,  and  to  the  small  a  less, 
than  that  to  which  they  are  entitled.  I  woold 
refer  those  who  may  desire  to  understand  how 
this  inequality  is  effected,  to  the  discussion  in 
this  body  on  the  apportionment  bill,  nnder  the 
last  census.  So  great  is  this  inequality,  that, 
were  a  direct  tax  to  be  laid,  New  York,  for  in- 
stance, would  have  at  least  three  members 
more  than  her  apportionment  of  the  tax  would 
require.  The  ratio  whic^  I  have  jMroposed 
would,  I  admit,  produce  as  great  aa  inequality 
you.  XSf-U'i 


[Sbiuxb. 

in  favor  of  some  of  the  small  States,  particular- 
ly the  old,  whose  population  is  nearly  station- 
ary;  but,  among  the  new  and  growing  members 
of  the  confederacy,  which  comititote  the  great- 
er portion  of  the  small  Stat^  it  would  not 
give  them  a  larger  share  of  the  deposits  than 
what  they  would  be  entitled  to  on  the  prindple 
of  direct  taxes.  But  the  objection'  of  tiie  Sen- 
ator to  tho  ratio  o{  distribution,  like  bis  objeo- 
tion  to  the  mmdition  on  whidi  the  bill  pn^MMS 
to  nuke  it,  is  a  matter  of  raoall  oompantive 
oonseqnenco.  I  am  prepared,  in  the  spirit  of 
ooncesdon,  to  ad<^  either,  as  one  or  the  other 
m^  be  more  acceptable  to  the  Senate. 

It  now  remains  to  compare  the  disposition  of 
the  surplus  proposed  in  uie  bill  with  the  others 
I  have  discussed ;  and,  unless  I  am  greatly  dft- 
ceived,  it  possesses  great  advantages  over  tiiem. 
Oompared  with  the  scheme  of  expending  the 
snrplus,  its  advantage  is,  that  it  would  avoid 
the  extravagance  and  waste  which  must  result 
from  suddenly  more  than  quadrupling  the  ex- 
penditorea,  witiiout  a  eorresponding  organiza- 
tion ia  the  diabarsing  deparbnent  oc  the  Oor- 
emment  to  enforce  eocmomy  and  reroondbil^. 
It  would  also  avcnd  the  diversiorfof  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  indostry  of  the  conntry  from  its 
present  useftil  direction  to  unproductive  objects^ 
with  heavy  loss  to  the  wealth  and  prosperity 
of  the  conntry,  as  has  been  shown ;  while  it 
would,  at  the  same  time,  avoid  the  iucrease  of 
the  patrona^  and  influence  of  the  Government, 
with  all  their  corruption  and  danger  to  the  lib- 
erty and  institutions  of  the  country.  Bat  its 
advantages  would  not  be  limited  simply  to 
avoiding  the  evil  of  extravagant  and  useless 
disbursements.  It  would  confer  pontive  bene- 
fits, by  enabling  the  States  to  discha^  th^ 
debts,  and  complete  a  system  cf  Interaal  im- 
provements by  railroads  and  canals,  which 
would  not  only  greatly  strengthen  the  bonds 
of  the  ooofedwaoyf  but  increase  ita  power,  by 
augmenting  infinitely  onr  reeonroes  and  pros- 
perity. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  compare  the 
disposition  of  the  surplus  which  is  proposed  in 
the  bill  with  the  dangerous,  and,  1  must  say, 
wicked  scheme  ot  leaving  the  publio  f^ds 
where  they  are,  in  the  baiu»  of  depomt,  to  be 
loaned  out  by  those  institutirau  to  speculators 
and  partisans,  without  authority  or  eontnd  of 
law. 

Omiparad  vlUi  the  vflan  ^oposed  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  n  is  snffident,  to  pnwe 
its  saperiori^,  to  aaT  that,  while  it  avt^ds  all  of 
the  objeotioiu  to  wfaioh  his  la  UaUe,  it  at  the ' 
same  time  possesses  all  the  advantages,  wiUi 
others  peculiar  to  itself.  Among  these,  one  of 
the  most  prondnent  is,  that  it  provides  the  only 
efiScient  remedy  for  the  deep-seated  disease 
which  now  afflicts  the  body  politic,  and  which 
threatens  to  terminate  so  fatdly,  nnloa  it  Ve 
speedily  and  effectually  arrested. 

I  have  now,  said  Mr.  0.,  stated  what,  in  my 
opinion,  on^t  to  be  done  with  the  snrplus. 
Another  queation  still  remains — not  what  siudl, 
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bat  what  will,  be  done  with  the  saipliul  With 
ft  few  remarks  on  this  question,  I  lull  (xmelode 
what  I  ioteaded  to  aar. 

There  was  a  thne,  in  tiie  better  daja  of  the 
republic,  when  to  show  what  ongfat  to  be  done, 
waa  to  ensure  the  adoption  of  the  measnre. 
Thoae  days  have  passed  away,  I  fear,  tonrer. 
A  power  hiu  risen  np  in  the  GoTemment  great- 
er than  the  people  tbemselTea,  oonsisting  of 
manj  and  Tarions  and  powerfU  interests,  oom- 
binea  Into  one  mass,  and  held  together  oj  the 
oohesiTe  power  of  the  Tast  snrplus  in  the  banks, 
lliis  mignty  combination  will  be  oj^HMed  to 
any  change;  and  it  ia  to  be  feared  that  snoh  is 
its  inflnence  that  no  measnre  to  which  it  is  op- 
posed can  become  a  law,  however  expedient 
and  necessary,  and  that  the  public  money  will 
^remua  in  their  possession,  to  be  disposed  o£| 
not  as  the  pnbUc  interest,  bnt  as  thdrs  may 
dictate.  The  time,  indeed,  seems  fut  ai^nvaoh- 
ing,  when  no  lav  canpain,  mar  any  honor  be 
oonferred,  from  the  Chief  Uagistnte  to  Hm 
tide-waiter,  without  the  assent  of  this  power- 
fb]  and  interested  cmnbiQation,  which  is  steadily 
becoming  the  Qovemment  itself^  to  the  atter 
sabrersion  t£  the  authority  of  the  people. 
Nay,  I  fear  we  are  in  the  midst  of  il^  and  I 
look  with  anxiety  to.the  fitte  of  this  measore 
as  the  test  whether  we  are  or  not. 

If  nothing  shoold  be  d(me;  if  the  money, 
which  justly  belongs  to  the  people,  be  1^ 
where  it  is,  with  the  many  and  OTerwhelming 
objections  to  it,  the  Ciot  will  proTe  that  a  great 
and  radical  change  has  been  effected ;  tliat  the 
Govermnent  ia  subrerted;  that  the  authority 
oi  the  people  is  suppressed  by  a  union  of  Uie 
banks  ud  £xeoutiTe — a  union  a  hundred  times 
more  dangerons  than  that  of  choroh  and  state, 
ag«nst  which  the  constitution  has  so  jealously 
guarded.  It  would  be  the  announcement  of  a 
state  of  things,  from  whidi,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
there  can  be  no  recovery — a  state  of  boundless 
oormption,  and  the  lowest  and  basest  subservi- 
ency. It  seems  to  be  the  order  of  Providence 
that,  with  the  exception  of  these,  a  people  may 
recover  from  any  other  evil.  Piracy,  robbery, 
and  Ttolmce,  of  any  description,  may,  as  history 
proves,  be  followed  by  virtue,  patriotism,  ajid 
national  greatness ;  but  where  is  the  example 
to  be  found,  of  a  degenerate,  corrupt,  and  sab- 
servient  people,  who  have  ever  recovered  their 
virtae  and  patriotism  t  Their  doom  has  eret 
been  the  lowest  state  of  wretchedness  and  mis- 
ery; scorned,  trodden  down,  and  obliterated 
forevn*  from  the  list  of  nations.  May  Heaven 
grant  that  aach  may  never  be  our  doom ! 

Mr.  Bdohanan  stud  he  would  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  tiie  plans  proposed  by  the  Ben- 
ators  from  South  Carohua  and  Kew  York, 
for  disposing  of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury; 
and,  first,  in  r^ard  to  that  of  the  Senator 
from  South  OaroUna.  Hepropoaes  to  loan  the 
balance  remaining  in  the  Treasnry  at  the  end 
of  each  year,  until  June,  1648,  (after  deducting 
thenfrom  $8,000,000,)  to  the  aereral  States, 
nitiioat  interest;  eodi  Ettate  reonving  aooh  a 
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proportion  of  the  whole  amount  as  her  Seoslon 
and  Repreeentatives  in  Oongreas  bear  to  tbe 
whole  number  of  members  of  both  Houses. 
The  sums  an  to  be  rsAmded  to  tiie  Treasorr 
of  the  United  Btataa  at  such  tfanea  u  Oongrcsi 
shall  by  law  provideb 

Jb.  B.  saia  he  voidd  waive  for  tlie  prearat 
any  oonstitational  doubts  which  may  exist  is 
regard  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  distribats 
among  the  several  States  the  snrplns  revenue 
deriv^  from  taxation.  He  would  merely  re- 
mark that,  if  we  do  not  possess  tbe  power  to 
make  such  a  distributaou,  he  oonld  not  perceive 
by  what  authority  we  could  make  the  loan  pro- 
posed by  the  gentieman.  If  yoa  have  not  the 
{K>wer  to  give  the  principal,  whence  can  yoa 
derive  yoor  power  to  ^ve  the  interest  t  To 
loan  the  States  this  mon«y,  without  intenst,  is 
to  make  them  a  d<Hiation  of  an  amniitT  equl 
to  nx  pet  omt.  pw  annum,  fyr  an  ii^einiis 
period,  on  the  sums  whidi  tfaej  may  nspe^ 
tively  reodve.  In  any  oonstitoQimal  view  of 
the  subject,  he  oonld  not  perceive  how  tiie  i> 
terest  could  share  a  different  fkte  from  that 
the  prinoipal.  This  was  not  to  be  a  mere  de- 
|K>sit  with  the  States  for  safe  keeping ;  it  ra 
intended  by  all  that  the  money  BlK>old  be  juti 
by  the  States  in  the  oonstmction  of  intend 
improvements,  in  the  payment  of  their  Aeha, 
and  in  acoomplishing  every  object  which  tlwT 
misht  deem  nsefiiL  If  we  possess  the  power 
to  loan  the  public  money  to  the  States  in  Ibis 
manner,  we  mif^t  at  once  give  it  to  them  ab- 
solutely. 

Hie  leading  oUeetion  which  he  had  to  tin 
«ystan  was,  that  its  £reot  and  eontinoing  tea- 
doiQy,  at  least  nntil  184B,  would  be  to  create  a 

bias  in  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  tbe 
States  in^Dgreas  in  opposition  to  the  £ur  aad 
efScient  administration  of  the  federal  Govern- 
ment Tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  feel- 
ing the  force  of  this  objection,  has  attempt^ 
to  obviate  it  by  stating  that  the  strong  tendencT 
of  the  action  of  this  Government  was  toward} 
consolidation,  and  this  propositaoD  would  bs 
nsefol  as  a  oounteractiQg  force.  Mr.  B.  woolii 
now  neither  dispute  nor  affirm  the  proposjtioii 
of  the  Senator  in  r^;ard  to  the  central  teadeacj 
of  this  Government ;  but  this  he  would  say,  thai, 
In  avoiding  ScylliL  we  most  take  care  not  to 
rush  into  Charybdis.  Be  thoua^t  the  oo1mte^ 
aeting  power  of  the  gratleman%  bUl  wcnild  be 
so  excessive  tiiat  it  might  drive  us  into  the  op- 
posite extreme,  and  thus  become  dangerous. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  greatly  pre&md  the  distribu- 
tion proposed  by  the  land  bill  to  that  of  tbd 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  The  same  ob- 
jection did  not  exist  to  it.  It  assomed  es  s 
principle  that  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  cf 
the  public  lands  belonged  to  the  States.  It 
withdrew  from  this  Qomnment  the  entire 
fund.  It  would  leave  us  to  admioistn-  the 
Government  out  of  the  other  means  which  ^iU 
remained.  It  waa  a  &rad  and  eertsin  mode, 
and  did  not  seek  to  distribute  a  mere  sorplos 
of  what  mi^  ranain  in  the  Tnuauy  after 
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we  had  provided  for  other  oUeota.  Besides, 
the  money  was  granted  absolatelj,  and  not 
loaned  to  ihe  States.  But  he  did  not  intend 
to  disenss  the  merits  or  demerits  oaf  the  land 
bill  npon  the  present  occanou. 


Thubsdat,  Jane  2. 

Incendiary  PiiblieaUont. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Cxlhoun,  the  Senate  took 
np  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  drcalation,  throogh 
the  muls,  of  incendiary  publications, 

Hr.  Gbuvdt  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
atriking  out  all  after  the  enacting  olause,  and 
Inserting  a  sabstitate. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  providing  that  where  incendiary  pub- 
lications are  sent  to  the  States  where  snch 
pnblloatifniB  are  prohibited  by  law,  they  shall 
be  delivwed  to  sooh  persons  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  recdve  them,  and  when  there  are 
no  snch  persons  appointed  to  receive  them, 
they  shall  be  barot ;  or  otherwise  disposed  o^ 
under  the  regulations  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment 

On  taking  the  qnestjtni,  this  amendment  was 
lost — yeas  16,  nays  16,  as  ibUows: 

Yeab.— Hmsts.  Black,  Brown,  CUhoan,  Clay, 
Cuthbert,  Ooldsborougfa,  Gmndy,  Kent,  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Bires, 
Walker,  White~16. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Benton,  Bucheoan,  Daria,  Hen- 
drieks,  Hubbard,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Shep- 
loy,  Southard,  Swlit,  TaUmadge,  Tomlinsoo,  Web- 
ster, Wright— 16. 

After  remarks  IVom  Messrs.  Mobbis,  Oai^ 
Houir,  Knra  of  Oeorfria,  and  Gbdhdt,  the  qoea- 
tim  was  taken  on  Mr.  Gbchdt^  sabstttnte ; 
and  it  was  agreed  to  withoot  s  diviriim. 

The  amendment  of  €he  oommittee  vas  con- 
enrred  in,  and  the  qaeationon  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  was  carried 
—yeas  18,  nays  18,  as  follows ;  the  Ghair  vot- 
ing in  the  afflnnative : 

Teas. —  HesBrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal' 
houn,  Cuthbert,  Goldsborough,  Grundr,  Kinff  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Oeorg^a,  Moore,  Nicholas,  nes- 
ton,  Rives,  Robinson,  lUbnadge,  Walker,  WUte, 
Wright— 18. 

Nats. —  Messm.  Benton,  Clay,  Davis,  Swing  of 
Dlinofs,  Swing  of  Ohio,  Hendrioks,  Hubbard,  Kent, 
Morris,  Nlles,  Prentiss,  Bnnlaa,  Sbsplsy,  Southard, 
Swift,  ^MoUnsonf  WaD,  WiBh8tai^l8. 


Tdbsdat,  Jnne  7. 

Dittriet  BanJet — JtecharUr  and  SettrietionM. 

The  bin  to  extend  the  charters  of  certain 
banlcs  in  the  District  of  Golnmbia,  was  taken 
np ;  and  the  question  being  on  the  passage  of 

the  bill 

Mr.  Wbisbt  qwlw  agiuiut  the  passage  of  the 

bin. 

Mr.  Enigbx  made  a  fyw  remarks  in  rei^. 


[Skhaxs. 


Mr.  Nnju  also  ^ke  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bekton  opposed  the  passa^  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KuTo,  of  Alabama,  again  vmdioated  the 
bill  and  the  banks,  and  urged  especially  the 
distressing  results  to  the  District  of  the  &ilare 
of  the  bil^  or  of  any  great  and  soddoi  change 
in  the  oTunnoj  of  the  District, 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Mr.  Wal- 

e  qnestkm  was  taken  on  tito  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^HflBBr&  Black,  Bochanan,  Calhoon,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Catbbert,  Davis,  Swing  of  Ohio,  Gotd»> 
borough,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala- 
bans,  Knight,  Leigh,  Naudaiu,  Nicholas,  Porter, 
Prentiss,  lUvea,  Southard,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Tom- 
Imson,  Walker,  Webstei^2«. 

Nats.— Messrs,  Benton,  Swing  of  Illinois,  King 
of  Oeorj^a,  linn,  McKean,  Ifangum,  Morris,  Nilea, 
Robhiaon,  Ruggles,  Shei^,  Wim,  wUta,  Wright 
—14. 

After  transacting  some  other  badness, 
The  Senate  adjoomed. 


Wbdhxsdat,  Jnne  8, 

Tneendiarjf  Pvilieatwtt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oalhotw,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  con»der  the  bill  to  prohibit  deputy 
postmasters  from  receiving  and  transmitting 
certain  were  described  ther^  in  the  Sti^  * 
in  whion  tli«y  are,  w  may  be^  prohiUted 
law. 

A  discnssion  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Wxbstkb, 
ttc.  BnonAKAN,  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Gkundt,  Mr. 
Clat,  and  Mr.  Oaluoitv  took  part — when. 

The  question  t)eiug  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill — 

Mr.  OmsnBT  rose  to  request  that  the  Senate 

would,  by  the  postponement  of  the  snhjeot  for 
a  short  thne,  aQow  him  an  opportnniQ'  of  b^ng 
heard  on  it  when  his  health  waa  better. 

Mr.  0.  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  im  Hie  t»- 
ble ;  which  motion  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  r^eotod  1^  Ihe  fidlowlng 
vote: 

Teas.— >  Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buebanan,  Gal> 
honn,  Cuthbert,  Omndy,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Mangum,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Porter, 
Preston,  Bives^  Bot^nson,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Whhe,Wririit— 19, 

Nats.—  &ssrs.  Benton,  Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Swing  of  BUnois,  Swing  of  Ohio,  Goldsborough, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Knight,  Leigh,  McKean, 
Morris,  Nanddn,  Niles,  Frentii^  Bn^es,  Sbepley, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  TomUnKu,  Wall,  Webster 
—25. 


TfiUBSDAT,  Jnne  9. 

lAmitation  on  Setdont  of  Oovgnm, 

The  following  Message  was  reodred  from  t2ie 
President  of  the  United  States : 

2b  tK$  BtnaU  ofika  UnittdBtatu: 

The  act  of  Cwgresa  *•  to  ^>p^t  a  day  for  ^ 
amioal  meeting  of  Cougna^"  whidi  ajginatcd  in 
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the  SeiMte,  has  not  reeeived  mf  aigiwttire.  The 
power  of  CoDgKM  to  fix,  hj  law,  n  dtj  tor  the 
regnlw  umnl  meeting  of  Coogrese  f>  andonbted ; 
bat  the  oonclnding  {Art  of  thia  act,  which  ia  in- 
tended to  fix  the  a^joarament  of  everj  succeeding 
Congress  to  the  seooad  Honda;  io  Hay,  after  the 
commencemest  of  the  fint  sessioD,  does  not  appeaf 
to  me  ia  accordance  with  the  providona  of  the  Con- 
stitutiOD  of  the  United  States. 

The  coQBtitation  proridea — 

1st  article,  6th  section— "That  neither  Hoose, 
daring  the  aesaon  of  Congress,  shall,  widioat  the 
consent  of  the  other,  adionm  for  more  than  three 
days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  ia  which  the 
two  Houses  shall  be  mtting," 

1st  article,  eth  sectioa — "  That  every  order, 
resolation,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concorrence  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  may  be  neces- 
sary, (except  on  the  qneation  of  adioammentO  shall 
be  presented  to  the  Pretident  of  the  United  States, 
•n^  before  the  same  ahall  take  elfect,  ahall  be  ap- 
Iffored  of  by  him,"  &o. 

3d  article,  2d  section—"  That  he  (the  Preddent) 
may,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  couTena  both 
Hoosesof  Congress,  or  dther  of  them;  and,  in  cue 
vt  disttreement  between  them  with  respect  to  the 
time  or  a^oomment,  he  may  u^joora  them  to  such 
times  as  he  thinks  proper,"  &c. 

According  to  these  proTiaions,  the  day  of  the 
a^onmmeDt  of  Congress  is  not  the  aabject  of 
legislative  enactment.  Except  in  the  erent  of  dis- 
agreement between  the  Senate  and  Hoosa  of  Bep- 
resentatires,  the  President  baa  no  right  to  meddle 
irith  the  qoesUon,  and,  In  that  event,  bis  power  Is 
exclostre,  but  confined  to  fixing  the  a^jonroment  of 
the  Congress  whose  branches  bare  disagreed.  The 
qaestion  of  adjournment  is  obTionaly  to  be  decided 
by  each  Congress  for  itself^  by  the  separate  action 
of  each  House  for  the  time  being,  and  is  one  of 
those  subjects  npon  which  the  fotmers  of  that  in- 
Btmment  did  not  intend  one  Oonsress  shoold  act, 
irith  or  widiont  the  enentive  aid,  for  Its  soeeessors. 
As  a  substitute  fbr  the  present  rule,  which  requires 
the  two  Hooses  by  consent  to  fix  the  day  of  ad- 
'jonmnkent,  and,  In  the  erent  of  disagreement,  the 
Preddent  to  decide,  it  ts  proposed  to  fix  the  day  by 
law,  to  be  binding  in  all  future  time,  unless  changed 
by  consent  of  both  Homes  of  Conneaa,  and  to  take 
away  the  contingent  poww  of  the  EzeentiTe,  which, 
In  antidpated  cases  of  disagreement,  is  Tested  in 
lum.  TUs  substitute  ta  to  apply,  not  to  the  present 
Congress  and  Executive,  bat  to  oar  Buccesaora. 
Considering,  therefore,  that  this  Bubjeot  excluavely 
belongs  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  whose  day 
of  adjoanunent  ia  to  tie  fixed,  and  that  each  has  at 
that  time  the  ri^t  to  munt^  and  insist  npon  its 
own  i^ilnlon,  and  to  xequire  the  Pendent  to  dedde 
fat  ihe  event  tit  diyreement  with  the  other,  I  am 
ooDstrained  to  denynny  sanction  to  the  act  herewith 
reapeotfuUy  returned  to  the  Senate.  I  do  so  with 
greater  reluctance,  as,  apart  from  this  emutitotiooal 
difBcnlty,  the  other  proriricmt  of  it  do  not  ^ftear 
to  me  objectionable. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
'WiBmHOTOH,  June  9, 1886. 

The  Uess^e  was  ordered  to  In  printedi  and 
made  iba  or&r  for  Vedneada^  next. 


Fbdiat,  Jline  IT. 
Setiffnation  ^Stnatar  J^Mim. 
The  Ohaib  oommmiScatad  the  fiilbrae  la- 
ter: 

SxHATs  CajjiBEa,  Jim  IS. 

Sir  :  I  b^  leave  to  inform  the  Scnale,  ±cz 
voo,  that  I  have  reogned  my  seat,  u  t  £«3.v 
from  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  tiw  Seoiu  ef  a 
United  States,  from  and  after  this  day. 

In  thus  taUng  leave  of  the  Seoile,  ptnii  m 
Edr,  to  tender  to  you,  and,  through  yoa,to&y.' 
over  which  yon  jKende,  the  aMuiance  e(  iirka 
r^;ard. 

I  am,  most  respectfbUy, 

Tour  obedient  semitt, 
ABNOU)  NACDiK 
To  the  Hon.  Martdt  Xav  Bobh, 
FretidentoftheSenaU. 

Depont  Seffulatum  BiU—D^iodtwtkiii 
SkOa—Ur.  Calhovn'a  Flm. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  r^nlate  the  depossi 
the  pnbUo  uumey,  &a,  was  read  atlmdd:* 
and  the  qaestion  b^ng  on  its  paanK 

Mr.  WBiaar  said  a  anOa  qoeirtioa  badci^- 
peeollar  interest  with  him.  He  had  \i»aa< 
anxioos  to  agree  npon  a  bill  tor^nlitetk/ 
posits  of  the  pablio  monef  in  the  bub:  k 
■when  he  found  that  no  propoffltioo  Tortk&- 
position  of  any  surplus,  if  rarplns  thm 
be,  to  which  he  could  give  nis  aaant,  ot; 
command  the  support  of  the  m^tjdi= 
committee,  he  had  nrged  the  tepustvmi's 
two  snbjects,  and  the  repwt  «  two  Eq«» 
bills;  the  one  to  regulate  the  depoaao^ 
bonis,  and  the  other  to  provide  > 
permanent  dispoeition  <rf  the  mrfiaL  ht! 
he  was  onsQocrasfal,  as  the  mi^^  of  tbeea 
mittee  preferred  that  the  two  8rij«fc'»* 
be  iKHumted  in  the  same  UH 

Sinoe  the  report  of  the  eomnittee  of « 
Smate,  he  had  made  every  proper  ^^^z^ 
power  to  produce  flmt  separation,  toa  « «^ 
not  hat  congratnlate  himself  moo  tl»iw» 
his  first  effort  was  saooessM ;  that  tbefirS'^ 
of  the  Senate  sost^ed  the  fOpiv^^-^ 
views,  and  directed  the  wparatioa of  m*^ 
Bubjeets,  (which  he  mnst  eaj he  o(ffls»ff«- 
their  nature  and  character  entirely  s^*" 
and  the  report  of  independent  Iwll"^^*! 

A  reconuderadon,  nowevw,  hM  «* 
posed,  and,  after  a  night's  deUberahoa,*" 
carried.  The  moUon  to  recommit  ^ 
lost;  and  the  determination  oftheSn*B»- 
expreesed  tSiat  the  two  anbleets  ahooU 
pled  In  the  same  bin,  and  should  ^ 
together.  Rom  that  toe  (Mr.  T-s*^)"* 
m  himself  relieved  from  aO  respoMbJ^  * 
to  a  deposit  biU  proper.  He  ^J^%Z 
no  anch  bill  oonld  be  psssei 
without  incorporating  with  it  a  p^^  X 
rate  and  most  important  P™™"" 
the  moneys  in  tiie  Treasury  to  the  wW. 
the  name  of  a  deposit.  Siich»I««^!p 
tained  prindplea  to  which  he 
conddwatioD,  ^ve  his  aaseat; 
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vote,  therefore,  the  bill  to  him  had  lost  its 
■value. 

[Ur.  Wrigbt  then  presented  a  detailed  view,  item 
'by  item,  of  the  InDs  then  depeading  in  the  two 
Houses,  and  the  amount  demanded  by  eaeh,  and 
showed  that  the  aggregate  amoanted  to  20  mdUIong 
more  than  the  amount  then  In  the  Tnuarj: 
and  added}— 

He  did  not  say  that  &ese  impropriations 
vonld  all  be  made.  He  did  not  believe  they 
-wonld  all  be  made;  bnt  he  had  intwded  to 
select  with  care  and  caution  snch  only  as  were 
presented  to  Congress  with  strong  claims ;  of 
many  of  them  he  coold  say  with  claims  which 
seemed  to  him  almost,  if  not  altc^ether^ 
irresistible.  He  would  then  ask  gentlemen 
who  disputed  his  oonolasions  to  point  ont  the 
important  bills  he  had  enumerated  which 
would  not  and  ought  not  to  pass.  He  had 
given  particular  reference  to  the  measures,  and 
He  hoped  they  woald  put  their  finger  upon 
those  which  they  would  oppose. 

Ut.  Oalhouh  said  the  Beii#tor  had  made  use 
of  Uie  best  (MT  all  poauble  arguments  for  preserv- 
ing  the  mrplas.  No  Senator  had  estimated 
the  whole  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  year  including 
the  $7,000,000  in  the  United  States  Bank,  and 
exclusive  of  the  year's  expenditures,  at  less 
than  166,000,000.  The  Senator  from  Xew 
York  had  earnestly  endeavored  to  prove  that 
the  expenditures  of  this  year  of  this  adminis- 
tration would  amount  to  this  $66,000,000.  Kr. 
O.  made  a  solemn  appeal  to  Senators,  whether 
tliey  were  prepared  to  rise  so  soon  from  an 
annual  Government  expenditure  of  $12,000,- 
000,  then  deemed  promgal,  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  $66,000,000,  and  that  in  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace.  There  oould  posdbly  be  no 
stronger  argument  in  iiivor  of  taking  care  of 
the  Borplna.  ICr.  0.  made  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  State  stook  and  State  deposit  pro- 
jects, and  drew  the  obvious  deductions  in 
uvor  of  the  li^r,  expressing  hb  satisfaction 
at  the  great  unanimity  of  the  Senate  on  the 
subject,  and  his  belief  that  bnt  for  the  opposi- 
tion from  the  Senator  from  New  York  the 
vote  would  have  been  unanimoos. 

Hr.  WA.LKBB  followed  Mr.  Calhoun. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Ur.  Bv- 
OHANAK,  Mr.  Bkntoh,  and  Mr.  Taixmadqe. 

Mr.  Benton  sud :  I  come,  Mr.  President  to 
the  second  sabjeot  in  the  bill — the  distribution 
feature — and  to  which  the  olfactions  are,  not 
0!  detail,  bat  prindple ;  but  whidi  otfjectione 
are  so  strong  in  the  mind  (tf  myself  and  some 
fiienda,  that,  far  from  dirinking  from  the  con- 
test, and  sneaking  away  in  our  little  minbritj 
of  nx  where  we  were  le^  last  evening,  we 
OHne  forward  with  unal>ate^  resolotioa  to 
renew  our  opposition,  and  to  signalize  our 
dissent,  and  anxious  to  have  it  known  that  we 
contended  to  the  last  agunst  the  seductions  of 
a  measare,  ^»e<»oa8  to  the  view,  and  tempting 
to  the  taste,  bat  fraught  with  mischief  ana 


[Ssjuiz. 

fearful  consequences  to  the  character  of  this 
Government,  and  to  the  stabili^  and  harmony 
of  this  confederaoy.  These  o^eotiona  lie  to 
tiie  13th  sectioii  m  the  ISh,  whuh  are  in  these 
words. 

"Szo.  18.  And  be  it  ficrtker  tnaeitdy  That  the 
money  wliich  shall  be  in  the  Treasniy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seres,  reserving  Uie  sum  of 
five  mOUons  of  dollars,  shall  he  deposited  with  the 
several  States,  in  proportion  to  th^  respective 
representation  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  deliver  the 
same  to  such  persons  as  the  several  States  may  au- 
thorize to  receive  it,  on  receiving  eertiflcates  of 
deposit,  mgned  by  die  competent  antboiides  of 
such  State,  each  for  such  amonnt  and  hi  such  Ibtm 
as  the  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury  may  prescribe, 
which  shall  set  forth  and  express  the  obligation  of 
the  State  to  pay  the  amount  thereof  to  the  United 
States,  or  ttieir  asugns  j  and  wtiich  said  certificates 
it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Secretary  of  tiie 
Treasury,  in  the  name  and  belialf  of  the  United 
States,  to  sell  and  asdga  whenever  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  want  of  other  money  in  the  Treasuiy  to 
meet  appropriaUons  made  by  Congress ;  all  sales 
and  as^guments,  however,  to  be  ratable,  and  in 
just  and  equal  proportions,  among  all  the  States, 
according  to  the  amounts  received  by  them,  respect- 
ively ;  and  all  such  certificates  of  depout  sboU  be 
solject  to  and  shall  hear  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  payable  bdf  yearlv,  from  the  tune 
of  SBch  sale  and  asitigttme&t,  and  shall  be  redeem- 
able at  the  pleasure  of  the  States  issuing  the  same.** 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  it  was  decided  hi  the  affixxoative^  as 
follows : 

TcAS. — ftessrs,  Buchanan,  Galhoon,  Clay,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinoia,  Gwing  of  Ohio,  Golds- 
borougli,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Kmg  of  Alaba- 
ma, ^ig  of  Geo^iia,  Knight,  Leigh,  Xiian,  UcKeao, 
Hangum,  Moore,  Horris,  Nicholas,  Nilos,  Page, 
Porter,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Robinson, 
Rogues,  Shepley,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tip- 
tonTTomUnson,  Wall,  Webster,  White— 40. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Behtoo,  Black,  Cuthbert,  6nm^, 
Walker,  Wright-*. 

The  Senate  then  a^onmed. 


Satdsdat,  Jona  18. 
Tmm. 

Ur.  Clat,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreten 
BdationsL  to  whom  were  retarred  tbe  rescun- 
tioni  the  Legislature  of  Gonneoticn^  and  a 
nnmber  of  memcMrials  and  petitions  from  vari- 
ou  quarters,  praying  for  the  reoognition  of 
Qie  iodepenaenoe  ci  Toaa,  nude  a  r^Kfft| 
oondnding  with  the  following  reatdntion : 

Rttoived^  That  the  independence  of  Texas  ought 
to  be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States  when> 
ever  gatisfiuitory  u^ormatlon  shall  be  received  that 
it.  has  in  sncceasfnl  operation  a  civil  Government, 
capable  of  pwrformiDg  the  duties  and  fnlfllling  the  ob- 
UgitioBi  (a  aa  independent  power. 
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MoiiDAT,  Jone  20. 

The  Chaib  presented  the  credentials  of 
BiOHABD  B&TABD,  elcctcd  United  States  Sena- 
tor, by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware, 
to  fill  the  Tacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  the  honorable  Abhold  Naudain. 

Hr.  Batabd  took  the  requisite  oath. 


'WsnmsDAT,  Jane  23. 

Public  Depontt. 

A  message  was  received  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  by  Hr.  Fbakelin,  their  Clerk, 
stating  that  the  House  had  passed  the  bill 
from  uie  Senate,  "  to  regulate  the  deposits  of 
the  public  money,"  with  aa  amenament,  in 
vhicn  they  requested  the  conourrenco  of  the 
Senate. 

The  amendment  is  aa  follows :  * 

Strike  oat  the  thirteenth  section,  and  insert,  in 
Hen  thereof,  the  followioff : 

8ko.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
money  which  shall  be  in  the  Treoaury  of  the  Uni- 
ted  StatM  on  the  Ist  day  <^  Janoary,  I8ST,  reaerr- 
ing  the  lam  of  fire  milllono  (tf  doUan,  shaU  be  de- 
posited with  rach  of  the  severe  States,  in  iH«porUon 
to  tbdr  nspecUTe  represeDtatlon  in  the  Senate  and 
Bouse  of  ItepresentatiTes  of  the  United  States,  as 
shall  by  law  authorize  th^r  treunrem,  or  the  com- 
petent authoiiciea,  to  receive  the  same  on  the  terms 
oereinafter  spedned;  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  deliver  the  same  to  such  treasurer, 
or  other  competent  authorities,  on  recnving  certi- 
ficates of  deponta  therefor,  signed  by  suut  com* 
petent  authoriUes,  in  such  form  aa  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  aforesaid,  which  certificate  shall 
express  the  nsual  and  legal  obligations,  and  shall 
pledge  the  fUth  of  the  State  for  the  safe-keeping 
and  repeyment  thereof,  and  shall  jAedge  the  faith 
of  the  Slates  receiving  the  same  to  pay  the  said 
noneya,  and  every  part  thereof^  tnm  time  to  time, 
whenever  the  same  shall  be  required  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  for  the*  purpose  of  defraying 
any  wants  of  the  public  Treasury  beyond  the  amount 
of  the  five  milliooa  aforesaid :  Provided,  That,  if 
any  State  declines  to  receive  its  proportion  of  the 
■or plus  aforesaid,  on  the  terms  beCare  named,  the 
same  shall  be  depend  with  the  other  States  agree- 
ing to  accept  tiie  same  on  deposit,  in  the  propor- 
tion aforesaid .-  And  provided,  fmiher.  That,  when 
Sidd  money,  or  any  put  thereof,  shall  be  wanted  by 
the  said  Secretary,  to  meet  the  appropriations 
made  by  law,  the  same  shall  be  called  for  in  rata- 
ble [woportions,  within  one  year,  as  oeariy  aa  con- 
Teaientiy  may  be,  from  the  difi^nt  Statea  with 
wUoh  the  tame  is  deported,  and  sludl  not  be  called 
fbr  in  sums  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars,  from 
any  one  State,  in  any  one  month,  without  previous 
notice  of  thirty  days  for  every  additional  sum  of 
$20,000  which  may  at  any  time  be  reqoired. 

The  amendment  being  read, 

Hr.  OALHotTK  moved  to  leor  it  on  the  table 
for  examination ;  which  motion,  after  a  fbw 
words  from  3(r.  Wxbstib,  was  agreed  to. 


*  Mi;  Galboiu's  Btito  ttopostt  aMttw. 


[The  amendments  of  the  House  to  tU  K 
granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Alafasnn,  teiL- 
purposes  ^afied  thereaii,  was  tabu  ^wi 
concurred  m.] 

On  motion  of  Kr.  CAi.noi7X,  the  Seiute  ^- 
ceeded  to  consider  the  amendment  to 
deposit  bin, 

Mr.  Calhouk  moved  tiiat  the  Senate  coccr 
in  the  amendment. 

Kr.  Wkbsteb  expressed  his  acqniewGn 
bnt  said  he  ahonld  hare  prefored  w  UQvc 
went  from  the  8enat&  as  it  vastbe&iBsf(e= 
which  disotnmected  it  most  ennpletd; 
the  State  GoTenunents. 

Mr.  MoKBia  objected  to  the  motion  to  at 
cnr,  aa  he  tJioagnt  the  amendment  bj  t)A 
the  Statea  were  bonnd  to  repay  the  depc: 
on  the  demand  of  the  General  Gmrniax 
very  exceptionable,  and  likely  to  lead  to  »r- 
ons  abuses: 

Hr.  Bu(MANAiT  said :  The  Hoose  o^ec»e:? 
the  Senate  bill,  that  it  placed  the  moDf  j  a 
the  State  treasuries,  not  "as  a  puUic  depose 
because  the  Federal  GoTermnent  did  do:  »■ 
serve  the  power  to  reclaim  the  moneftf 
time^  and  that  this  was  not  a  eons^tsiiiici: 
mode  of  depositing.  The  bill  was  UKitdeda 
obviato  the  o1t}eetion,  and  he  hoped  &e  uaed- 
ment  would  be  ooncnned  in. 

Mr.  OiiHorN  said  tho  principles  of  fet. 
had  not  been  changed,  and  he  hoped  t- 
Senato  woold  oome  to  a  vote.  "So  Seofttr 
of  the  Treasnry  will  ever  call  for  this  hwik;- 

Mr.  Olat  deemed  the  bill  as  amended  bwr 
than  it  was  before,  because  it  now  contaw 
a  restriction  on  the  Treasury  in  csIKi^ 
money,  so  that  it  woold  not  be  in  the  fB«f 
of  the  Treasnry  to  distress  the  banb.  Ee 
also  understood  that  the  amendmeot  vw^ 
quiet  constitutional  scmples  aomewftei^  iv 
he  was  himself  tUsposed  to  respect  snd 
scruples  of  that  kind  anyhow  and  mT"*^ 

The  amendment  was  then  ooncnned  in. 

AdQmummetit  r«to. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  coondffsfes 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  M 
States,  returning  the  WU  to  fix  the 
annnal  meeting  of  Congress,  with  his  oi[|eenoa 
thereto. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  m  K, 
the  objections  of  the  President  thereto  to  tt 
contrary  notwithstanding,  a  debate  ^sa^ 
which  Mr.  Clattow,  Mr.  Wibbiib,  Mr.  m 
TON,  Mr,  Bataed,  Mr.  Olit,  Mr.  ^'^f  * 
OAUsonir,  aninat,  and  Hr.  Bim  fHj[- 
SnapLBTf  in  ftvor  of  the  opinion  of  thefw 
dent,  partiolpated.  _   , 

The  hiU  was  laid  on  the  table  tiS  bHnon'- 


Tbubsdat,  June  38. 

Joteph  CfrajU.  . 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kwtqht,  the  bffl 
the  patent  right  of  Joseph  GranltW"*^ 
hat  oo^es,  was  taken  vp. 
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Mr.  EmoHT  addressed  the  Ohur  in  its  &Tor. 
Messrs.  Wall  and  Nilib  opposed  it;  after 
-which,  it  was  hud  on  the  table. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


FuDAT,  Jnne  24. 

On  motion  of  Vr.  Southabd,  the  bill  for  the 
organization  of  the  navy  was  taken  up. 

Mr,  S.  observed  that  the  objections  hereto- 
fore made  to  this  bill  were  to  the  nnmber  of 
persons  to  be  promoted  to  the  grade  of  admiral. 
With  a  view  to  trj  the  sense  of  the  Senate, 
he  would  move  to  strike  oat  the  four  rear 
admirals. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  leaving  in  the 
bill  one  admiral,  aod  two  vice  admirals. 
'  After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Ciithbkbt, 
Southabd,  and  WBBrraB,  and  other  Senators, 
the  bill  was  so  amended  as  to  provide  for  one 
admiral,  one  vice  admiral,  and  three  rear 
admirals;  after  which,  it  was  OTdered  to  be 
engroaaed  for  a  third  reading. 


IfomuT,  Jnne  97. 

A^oumment  Veto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  return- 
ing the  bill  fixing  a  day  for  the  annual  meeting 
of  Congress,  and  for  the  dose  of  the  first 
8e)»ion  of  each  Congress. 

llie  qaestioa  being  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  the  objections  of  the  President  to  the 
oontrar|[  notwithstanding, 

Mr.  PomKB  said  he  had  voted  a^nst  the 
Wi  when  it  waa  bron^  forward,  rat  he  was 
opposed  to  the  pvnnds  taken  by  the  Pnai- 
dent. 

Mr.  Waix  snstained  the  argoment  of  the 

President  in  a  few  observations. 

Mr.  Southabd  had  voted  agtunst  the  bill, 
because  he  considered  tiiat  its  provisions  in- 
volved an  inconvenience ;  bnt  he  was  satisfied 
that  Congress  had  the  constitntional  power  to 
pass  tiie  law,  and  he  coold  not  therefore  sostain 
the  veto,  but  should  vote  for  the  bill,  the 
decided  vote  of  tlie  two  Hooses  having  settled 
the  question  of  expediency. 

Mr.  KiLss  anstwbied  the  principles  of  the 
message,  and  maintained  that  the  bill  oonld 
not  be  sustainable,  beoanse  it  fottered  the 
Bnoeeseors  <^  the  Oongress  whidi  passed  the 
law. 

Mr.  Walkbb  referred  to  the  constitution  to 
show  that,  when  a  bill  was  vetoed  by  the 
President,  it  was  not  required  of  Congress  to 
reconsider  his  reasons,  but  only  to  reconrider 
the  bill 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  the  President^  ottjeotions  notwlu- 
staodiog,  and  decided  as  follows : 

TiA&— Mam.  Bayard,  Bvdiaiia^  Oqr^  Oaytoo, 


[Sl»AI» 


Davis,  Goldsboroogh,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Kaigbt, 
Morris,  Sobblos,  Bobiuson,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Webster— 16. 

Hats. — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  C&lhoon, 
Cuthbert,  Swing  of  lUinms,  Groadj,  Hubbard,  King 
of  Alabaioa,  King  of  Georgia*  Leign,  Linn,  M»Tigmti^ 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Porter,  Rives,  TsUmulge, 
Walker,  Wan,  White,  Wright^28. 

So  the  biU  was  rejected. 

Joseph  Grant. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Grant  was 
taken  up,  and  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Walkxb  on  Saturdi^  being  agreed  to,  the  biE 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossea yeas  IT,  nays  14. 


TrasAAT,  Jnne  28. 

^^w^fm(f£eaolutimt:—yeu  TorhLegiAiiaM 
Inatructiom. 

Mr.  Wbioht  presented  restdntions  of  the 
L^pslatnre  of  New  York,  instmcting  tiieir 
Senirtiors  to  Bnm>ort  Mr.  Bekton^b  expunnng 
reaolntions.  Mr.  W.  aaid  that  he  lud  haa 

these  resolutions  in  his  possession  for  stKne 
time,  and  had  only  delayed  presenting  them 
till  the  subject  was  called  up  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Clat  observed  that,  as  the  resi^ntion  of 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee  was  disposed  o^ 
he  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  take  np  the 
other  resolution  on  the  same  subject  and  dis- 
pose of  it  also.  He  had  not  the  charge  of  these 
resolations,  and  would  ther^ore  make  no 
motion. 

Mr.  Clattoit  said  that  he  would  move  to 
take  it  up.  He  did  not  wish,  to  make  a  speech 
on  it,  bnt  having  been  instructed  by  his  Legia- 
latnre  to  vote  against  these  ezpuo^g  resoln- 
tiona,  he  wished  to  record  his  vote  in  ooediaioe 
to  his  instmotions. 

Mr.  Wbioht  observed  that  there  were  only 
thirty  Senators  present,  and  he  hardly  thought 
^entiemen  would  take  a  question  of  sudi 
importance  when  the  Senate  was  so*  thinly 
attended.  * 

Mr.  Bbnton  sud  that  he  had  intended  to  ask 
for  the  vot^n  his  resolution  after  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  was  dis- 
posed  of,  or  rather  to  give  notice  of  the  hour 
when  he  would  call  it  up,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  a  fall  attendance  of  Senators  whm 
1h^  came  to  the  vote.  If  12  o'dook  tonnw- 
row  waa  agreeaUe  to  the  Senate^  ho  wonld 
call  up  the  resolntitni  at  that  hour. 

Mr.  OuTTOH  ocuumrred  in  Mr.  Burui^a 
notice,  and  withdrew  his  motion. 

Jbteph  Grant, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Knight,  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Grant  had  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  was  reconudered. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Knight  to  strike 
out  the  amendment  which  secured  from  harm 
those  who  had  used  the  invention  (for  hat 
bodies)  since  the  patent  had  expired,  which 
this  Im  waa  intanaad  to  nnaw. 


/<w«pt  Grant, 
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Some  disca3sion  took  plAce,  in  which  Ur. 
Bdgolks,  Hr.  Vriodt,  ICr.  Pobtu,  Kr.  OuT- 
Tos,  Mr.  Olat,  Ur.  Puaroir,  Hr.  Kviaar,  ud 
ICr.  NiLsa,  took  part 

The  ajes  and  now  were  then  demanded  hj 
][r.  Whiodt,  and  ordered,  on  the  motion  to 
itrike  ont. 

The  qnestlott  wai  then  about  to  he  taken, 
when  "itr.  Hdbsabd  moved  to  laj  the  IhD  on  the 
table ;  vhioh  was  decided  In  the  negatiT^— 
yeas  18,  nays  20. 

The  qaeatioQ  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  reoonsider  the  vote  amending  the  bill  bj 
inserting  the  proviso,  and  decided  in  Uie  uegar 
tir^^jreaa  18,  nays  19. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tiTe — yeas  19,  nays  17. 

[The  bill  was  to  renew  a  patent,  expired 
perh^M  two  years  ag&  for  a  macmne  for 
making  hat  bodies.  Sinoe  the  eviration  of 
the  v&aatf  the  inrentfon  had  fsllen  Into  Oie 
pablio  hands,  and  was  noir  in  common  naa. 
Mr.  Rdooles  introdnoed  an  amendment  to 
secure  to  those  who  have  the  machines  the 
right  of  nsing  .  them,  notwithstanding  the 
renewal  of  the  patent  The  bill  haa  been 
originally  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  with  this 
amendment  ingrafted  npon  it;  bnt  as  it  was 
oompluned  that  this  prevented  the  patentee 
from  making  any  advantage  of  his  invention, 
the  motion  to  reconsider  was  made.] 


TaiiB8Di.T,  June  80. 

The  TioB  pBunnn  annoaneed  that  he 
dionld  not  resnmd  the  Ohair,  during  the  |ms- 
ent  session,  after  this  day. 

Ihc^nging  Bmlution. 

Ur.  BssTON,  after  a  few  remarks,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  cause  which  prevented  him  from 
calling  op  the  expunging  resolution  yesterday, 
t$id  he  left  it  to  the  Senate  to  act  in  reference 
to  it  as  th^y  might  think  proper. 

After  a  few  remarlcs  from  Ur.  Psutok,  Ur. 
Gut,  and  Ur.  Besiton,  the  sobjeot  was  finally 
dropped.  •  • 

Ur.  Out  said  that  he  would  take  the  op- 
portnnitrr  of  aayiag  that  it  had  been  his  fixed 
ponxMe,  oonddering  the  relation  in  which  he 
stood  to  the  r^lution  of  Uarch,  1884,  and  to 
the  Senate  as  having  offered  it  to  address 
the  Senate  on  the  sul^eet  of  it  He  was 
particnhwly  desirous  to  have  vindicated  the 
resolution  in  the  assertion  which  it  con- 
tfuned  of  the  exercise  of  executive  power  in 
derogation  from  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States.  After  the  fullest  reflection, 
his  judgment  remained  unchanged,  that  it  was 
an  exercise  of  illegal  and  unconstitutional 
power,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  And  if  he  could  have 
seen  a  suitable  occasion,  after  hearing  all  that 
eonld  be  urged  agdnst  the  resolution,  he  should 
have  endeavored  to  mrintain,  by  argument,  that 


prppoeition.  But  it  has  been  so  treated,  im 
time  to  time,  taken  up  and  liud  upou  the 
(the  last  time  to  afford  an  c^portomty  to 
present  Chief  Uagistrate  of  an  east^  Suta 
to  deliver  his  sentmunto  nmm  it,  wbai  hs  (lb, 
0.)  was  detained  from  the  Senate  by  the  aisM 
of  a  member  of  his  fiunilyO  that  be  had  not 
seen  a  fit  moment  vhen  be  oonld,  soom^ 
to  his  sense  of  propriety,  address  the  Seiui£. 
It  is  now,  as  every  Senator  must,  fed,  entird; 
too  late  in  the  session,  when  imoortant  pot^ 
business  was  jmssing  upon  both  Houses,  ts 
protract  the  oiscusdon  npon  this  reaolatioB, 
Mr.  C.  was  anxious  to  have  broa^t  tanai 
from  the  present  democratio  foontaia  in  tfaii 
country  a  precedent,  on  all  substaotial  pcooB 
directly  appUcable,  against  the  process  of 
mutilatiuff  and  expunging  the  journals  of  tbi 
Senate.  But,  solidtous  as  he  was  to  discH 
the  particular  t^c,  and  to  smed  b^  the 
Senate,  the  preoedeat  to  which  he  refined,  be 
oonld  not  tnink  of  trespasung  on  the  tisie 
oi  the  Senate  during  the  predons  mmeBSs 
that  remained.  With  respect  to  the  final  ^ 
position  to  be  made  of  the  resolutioii,  he  vs 
content  to  acquiesce  in  any  dedsion  the  Seoau 
might  think  proper  to  make.  If  it  be  iu 

Sleasure  to  take  up  the  reeolutioD  and  pas 
eflnitively  upon  it,  withont  farther  debfl^ 
he  would  be  satisfied. 

DMth  iifjamet  MaditM, 
The  following  Uess^  was  reodved  frai 
the  President  of  tlie  UnUed  States : 

WASHiNOTOir,  fyiu  80, 183i 
To  the  Senate  and  Eoute  of  Il«pre$etUatitet : 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  umounee  to  jm 
the  melaDchoIy  Intelligence  of  the  de&tb  of  Jm< 
Uadisoh,  Ex-PreaideDt  of  the  Uoited  Sutei  Ha 
departed  this  lift  at  half-past  Ax  o'dock,  on  tbe 
morning  of  the  titb  butant|  fiill  of  yean  and  m 
of  honoiK 

I  hasten  this  commuidestlon,  in  order  that  Coo- 
gresB  maj  adopt  aoch  measures  as  maf  be  proper 
to  testifj  thdr  seuse  of  the  respeot  iriiicti  if  dw  >« 
the  memory  of  one  whose  life  haa  cootribot^^ 
essentially  to  the  happiness  and  glorj  of  hk  eonidiT. 
and  to  the  good  of  mankind. 

ANDREW  JACESOK. 

Mr.  BivXB  addressed  the  Senate  as  follow: 
Ur.  Preddent,  I.  feel  tiiat  it  would  be  an  Kt 
of  sacrilegious  twenty,  were  I  to  attempt  u 
add  to  the  intrinsic  pathos  of  the  melancbolj 
intelligence  just  announced  to  us  by  the  Prea* 
dent  of  the  United  States,  by  any  thing  in 
way  of  eulogy  on  the  character  of  tie  greu 
man  whose  decease  he  has  conunooicated  to  u£. 
The  eulogy  of  Ur.  Uadison  is  written  in  erei; 
page  of  tlie  history  of  his  country,  to  whose 
service  his  whole  life  was  devoted,  eai 
every  great  event  in  whose  annala  his 
stands  conspicuously  and  enduringly  ideotioed. 
Filled,  however,  as  his  life  was,  from  "J 
dawn  to  its  dose,  with  labors  of  patriotism  »w 
superior  wisdom,  there  is  one  great  votk  oi 
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his  vhioh  must  ever  reoor  promiDentlj  to  the 
grateftil  memory  of  his  oonntry.  He  wbs,  in 
■n  eqwdal-roamin',  the  firander  and  anther  of 
tiiat  glorious  omistitntioa  which  is  the  bond 
of  onr  Union  and  the  charter  of  our  liberties, 
and  it  wss  graoionsly  vouchsafed  to  him,  in 
the  order  of  providence,  to  witness,  for  a  longer 
period  than  anj  of  his  illnstrioas  coUeagnes, 
the  rich  bluings  which  have  resulted  from 
its  establishment.  He  was  the  last  snrvinng 
signer  of  that  sacred  instruments  Amid  the 
general  grief  which  pervades  the  nation,  m^ 
we  not  indulge  one  consolation .  at  least,  in 
the  hope  that  his  death,  whilst  adding  the  last 
seal  to  his  own  &me  and  glory,  will,  in  some 
sort,  Gsauiize  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  sur- 
round with  a  new  veneralaon  that  precious 
relio  of  the  wisdom  of  oar  departed  patriots 
axti  sages. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not  speak  of  the  public  Hfe 
of  Vt.  Madison ;  it  is  known  to  us  all ;  it  is 
appredated  by  ns  all.  It  was  my  privilege 
to  see  and  to  know  him  ui  the  scenes  of  that 
tdasslo  retirement  in  which  he  passed  the  even- 
ing of  his  days.  It  was  there  that  the  mild ' 
lustre  of  his  private  virtues,  which  formed  the 
<T0wning  grace  of  his  character,  and  is  the 
indispensable  complement  of  a  true  public 
glory,  was  seen  and  felt.  But  who  can  paint 
him  there  t  Who  can  adequately  describe 
that  &scdnatinjg;  suavity  of  temper  and  man- 
ners, that  spirit  and  grace  of  conversation  so 
happily  blended  with  the  oracles  of  philosophy 
and  experience,  that  amiable  and  cultivated 
benevolence,  ever  watchful  of  the  feelings  and 
comfort  of  others,  even  in  the  minutest  trifles, 
which,  together,  formed,  around  the  heardi 
of  Montpelier,  a  group  of  social  Tirtnes  and 
attractions  which,  however  incompetent  the 
powers  of  language  to  portray,  none  who  have 
felt  their  influence  can  ever  forget  9  In  speak- 
ing of  these  thinss,  Hr.  President,  I  am  bat 
too  forcibly  rraunded  of  my  own  personal  loss 
in  the  general  and  national  calamity  which  we 
lUlbewidL  I  was  the  n^dibwitf  Mr,  Madison, 
■b,  and  eiri<^ed  his  UDoness  and  friendship ; 
and  in  peaking  of  &  gnat  national  bereave* 
ment,myniind  reonrs  too  fimdly  to  the  ohasm 
his  dewi  has  left  in  the  immediate  drole 
of  his  fi-iends.  something,  I  trust,  will  be  par- 
doned to  the  feelings  of  the  heart. 

It  is  my  melancholy  satisfact'ion  to  have 
received.  In  all  probability,  the.  last  letter 
ever  signed  by  his  hand.  It  bears  date  only 
six  days  before  his  death,  and  furnishes,  in  ite 
contents,  a  striking  illnstration  of  that  amiable 
benevolence,  and  sensibility  to  the  kindness  of 
others,  which  formed  so  prominent  a  trait  in : 
his  cluraotor.  In  that  lettfcr,  which  is  now 
before  me^  he  qwke  oi  his  enfeebled  health, 
and  his  trembling  and  unsteady  signature,  so 
much  in  contrast  with  the  nsnal  firmness  and 
regularity  of  his  writing,  bore  a  graphic  and 
melapeholy  intimation  of  his  approaching  end. 
Btill  I  trusted  that  his  light  might  hold  out  to 
the  4th  of  Joly,  that  he  might  be  restored  on 
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that  i^oriouB  anniTsrsary  to  an  immortal  oom- 
pflnimidkip  with  those  great  men  and  patriots 
with  whom  he  had  been  intimately  connected 
in  lifia,  and  whose  coincident  deaths,  on  the 
birthday  of  the  nation's  freedom,  had  imparted 
to  that  day,  if  possible,  an  additional  ana  mys< 
tenons  illustration.  But  it  has  been  ordered 
otherwise.  His  career  has  been  closed  at  an 
epoch  which,  forty-nine  years  ago,  witnessed 
his  most  efficient  labors  in  the  illustrious 
assembly  which  lud  the  foundations  of  our 
present  system  of  Qovemment,  and  will  thus, 
by  the  remembrance  of  his  deatii,  as  well  as  by 
the  services  of  his  life,  more  closely  associate 
tum  with  that  great  work  which  is  at  onee  the 
source  and  the  guarantee  of  his  oomitry'a 
happiness  and  glory. 

What  honors,  Mr.  President,  are  there,  by 
which  we  can  do  justice  to  a  character  whii^ 
history  will  hold  up  to  future  ages  as  a  modd 
of  public  and  private  inrtue,  not  surpassed  by 
the  brightest  racamples  in  ancient  or  modun 
times  f  Sir,  there  are  none.  8till  it  is  proper 
that,  as  representatives  of  the  American  people, 
we  shonld  show,  by  some  snitable  manifesta- 
tions, how  sincerely  and  deeply  we  participate 
in  the  nnivOTsal  feeing  of  gnef  on  this  monm- 
ful  occasion ;  and  I  move  you,  therefore,  tiie 
following  resolution : 

'  Setolved,  That  a  committee  be  Rppoioted  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  join  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  consider 
and  report  by  what  token  of  respect  and  aSbotion 
it  may  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  express  the  deep  senubility  of  the  nation 
to  the  event  of  the  decease  of  Mr.  Hadison,  just 
announced  by  the  Fresideot  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted; 
and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bivss,  the  oommitt«o  waa 
appointed  by  the  Ghiur,  consisting  of  tne  fol- 
lowing gentiemen :  Messrs.  Bites,  Out,  Oal- 
HouN,  Qamror,  BuoaiHAS,  Leioh,  and  Taix- 

KADOS. 

The  bin  supplemental  to  the  act  to  re^colate 
the  public  depoaita  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ykab. — essrs.  Bayard,  Bacbanan,  Clayton,  Goth- 
bert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohi6,  Goldsborougb,  Hen- 
dricks, Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King*  of  Georgia, 
Lion,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Pace,  Porter,  Preston,  Bob- 
bins, Robinson,  SouUiar^  Bwifi,  Tomlinson,  Wall, 
Wright— 24. 

nIts.— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  ICangom,  Howe 
Walker,  White— ^ 

Se^peet  to  Jamet  Uadiaon. 
Mr.  BiTXB,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  meet  such  onnndttee  as  might  be 
i^pointed  the  other  House  to  oondder  and 
report  by  wnst  token  of  respect  and  affection 
it  may  be  prt^Mr  for  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  express  the  deep  senubility  of  the  na- 
tion in  the  event  (tf  the  decease  of  Mr,  Madison, 
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reported  the  following  resolatioiii,  which  were 
nnanimoiuly  adopted : 

"The  President  of  the  United  States  baring  com- 
municated to  the  two  Houses  of  Congreas  the 
melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  their  iUua- 
trioos  fellow-cttizea,  James  Madison,  of  Virgioia, 
late  Prendent  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  the  two 
Houses  sharing  in  the  general  grief  wUoh  thii  dis- 
trearing  erent  must  produce — 

"  JUtolMd  bv  tht  SnuiU  and  Sinm  1^  JtmreutU- 
ativet  tAe  United  Staitt  of  America  in  Oongreat 
aaamwed,  That  the  churs  of  the  PreMdent  of  the 
Senate  and  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires  be  shrouded  in  black  during  the  residue 
of  the  session,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  and 
the  members  and  oSBcers  of  both  Houses,  wear  the 
dhuI  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

"JUtolvedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  peojde 
of  the  United  States  to  wear  <smp6  On  the  left  aim, 
as  mourning,  for  thirty  days. 

"Re$olved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  Mrs.  Uadison,  and  to  assure  her  of 
the  jvofound  respect  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress for  her  p««on  and  character,  and  of  tb^ 
sincere  condolence  on  the  late  afflicting  dfapeusatioo 
of  Profidence.** 


FxDAYy  Jnly  1. 

Praident  of  tM  SenaU  pro  tern. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  A.  U.,  the  Secretary  call- 
ed the  Senate  to  order  \  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbbstbb,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  a  Present  pro  tern, ; 
and  the  ballots  being  counted,  it  appeared  that 
Hr.  EiNa,  of  Alabama,  was  elected  President 
of  the  Senate,  pro  tern.,  and  he  was  condnoted 
to  the^ur  by  Mr.  Whitb. 

The  President  pro  tern,  retomed  his  thanks 
to  the  following  effect : 

Oeniitmen,  of  the  Senate:  This  flattering  pumifes- 
tation  of  the  confidence  and  respect  of  my  brother 
Senators  fills  my  heart  with  the  liveliest  searibiUty. 

To  be  called  to  Reside  over  the  deliberations  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  SUtes,  distbguished  as  it 
is  for  intelligence,  moral  worth,  and  a  patriotio  de- 
votion to  the  principles  of  Uberty,  is  an  honor  of 
which  the  first  in  this  land  might  be  Justly  proud. 
I  shall  enter,  gentlemen,  npon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  which  your  kindness  has  devolved  upon  me, 
with  the  determination  to  discliaive  them  cealous- 
W,  fidthfully,  and  fanpartially.  I  am,  however, 
lully  aware  that,  unless  I  am  snstdned  by  tiie 
Senate,  all  my  effbrts  correctly  and  usefully  to  dis- 
charge them  must  prove  vain  and  fruitless;  but; 
the  order,  the  decorum;  which  has  heretofore  so 
eminently  distiuguished  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States;  Uie  courtesy  and  good  feeling  which  has 
uniformly  marked  the  officM  and  sodu  intercourse 
of  its  members,  fpves  to  me  the  strongest  assurance 
that  I  may  confidently  rely  on  fh^  kindness  and 
support.  I  earnestly  request  honorable  Senators 
to  make  proper  allowances  for  the  errors  into 
vbicfa  Z  may  ooeasionaUy  fitU,  and  to  aid  nw  in 
ooEnetiog  them. 


Texaa. 

Ur.  pEBaron  moved  the  Senate  to  tate  ^ 
the  resolntioa  of  th»  Committee  on  Forap 
Belations,  on  the  anlnect  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Pbsstoit  made  some  remarkis  in  & 
course  of  which  he  stated  that  be  had  wck 
difficnlty  restrained  himself  from  ofiMng  sa 
amendment  to  recognize  the  indc^teadcnee 
Texaa  immedlatdy.  He  gave  a  bnef  umtin 
of  the  evmtB  ttf  the  terohition  in  T«a^  sad 
stated  flut  he  had  thia  mcwiuiig  nodved  aa- 
thentic  informatioa,  in  form  of  a<bDff 
'from  Mr.  An^in,  which  ooafirms  the  ttait-mM 
th^  General  Filasola  had  carried  into  effiecc  die 
armistice  agreed  on  between  tlie  Texan  Go*eir-- 
meet  and  Santa  Anna.  This  trea^  Mr.  P. 
regarded  as  unonnting  to  a  reoognifciaD  on  tu 
part  of  Mexico  of  the  indepoideDoe  of  Tchsl 
The  Yioe  President  of  Texas  was  about  to  -^j- 
oeed  to  Vera  Omz,  CD  enforce  team  the  wtm* 
of  the  Texan  gons  ^e  c(»iclnsi<Hi  (rf  a  dcfa- 
tive  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  eooniiiti 

Hj.  Out  sud  he  had  no  olgectaon  to  ck 
amendment^  as  it  is  in  eonsmanoe  wtth  the  toai 
of  the  rep<^  Be  did  not  agree  that  the  ba 
of  a  new  State  having  expeUad  hsr  oneoj, « 
having  evw  c^tored  the  head  of  the  ho^ 
force,  was,  of  itself^  snfflciokt  to  wamai  ■ 
recognition  of  her  independence  as  one  of  tt 
ffunuj  of  nations.  In  reference  to  the  jaea 
of  the  Senator  that  Texas  only  coold  cany  vsa 
effect  the  treal?  we  have  ne^dated  with  Mex- 
ico, (Mr.  0.  Biud,)  no  prindple  in  the  law  d 
nauons  was  more  settled  than  that  the  hraa^ 
of  a  nation  were  bonnd  to  fulfil  the  atipnlalxss 
of  a  treaty  made  by  the  head ;  and  Texas  «■ 
now  as  much  bonnd  by  the  laeaty  with  MeuA 
as  was  Mexico  herseIC 

Mr.  Wxasm  added  a  few  words  to  expna 
his  oitare  aoqnhisoaioe  in  the  Tesolotion  «  di 
committee  and  the  amendment.  He  was  wu- 
ing  to  go  so  flu-  as  to  vote  ftmds  to  ensile 
Prerideat  to  eoid  out  a  |Ht)pw  miaiatcr.  Btf 
aj^unst  a  direct  reo<wnitioii  he  thoB^^t  theM 
existed  strong  objections.  It  was  the  prcfcr 
function  of  the  Resident  to  take  the  lead  in 
this  matter.  He  was  of  the  <^ini«i  that  tke 
recency  of  the  revolntioa  was  aa  <A^ttQaa  ts 
immediate  recognition. 

Mr.  VlKLxxft  made  some  remarks  to  dto* 
that  Mexico  had  never  exercised  the  power  of 
^vemment  in  Texas,  except  daring  a  short 
mterval  when  Santa  Anna  was  in  Texas^ 

Mr.  BuoHANAV  ooncorred  in  eroy  aentiineet 
expressed  in  the  rep<Ht  of  the  oonunittee,  aad 
congratolated  the  Senate  on  the  metadeex- 
hibitbd  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
who,  althoQgh  operated  npon  by  the  stroi^KC 
feelings  of  indignation  at  the  oatrageooa  coo- 
dnot  of  the  Mexicans,  had  confined  tbemsdies 
within  the  limits  of  oar  established  policy,  fit 
did  not  perceive  that  'any  disadvantage  could 
resnlt  to  Texas  from  a  little  dday,  now  that 
she  is  in  the  fall  tide  of  her  prosprai^. 

Mr.  OiLHoinc  oongnOolated  the  Seoate  ■ 
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the  tone  of  the  dimasnon ;  stated  that  he  had 
Iioped  we  should  be  ready  to  recognize  Texas 
before  now ;  bnt  under  existing  cironmstances, 
he  thought  we  should  onlj  go  at  present  bo  fiv 
as  the  report  and  resolution  contemplate. 

Kr.  Nius  said  tliat  he  did  not  wish  to  pro- 
long the  debate ;  yet,  from  the  relation  in 
which  he  stood  to  the  subject,  he  felt  it  a  Anty 
to  express  his  approbation  of  the  resolation 
which  had  been  reported  by  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Affairs.  He  fullj  concnrred  in  the 
Tiews  of  the  committee.  He  thooght  they  had 
gone  ftir  enoogh,  and  had  stopped  at  the  proper 
point  He  had  on  a  former  ocoasion  expressed 
the  opinion  that  it  wonld  be  premature  onqnali- 
fiedly  to  recognize  tiie  indf^endmoe  Tezaa 
at  this  time,  and  he  had  seen  nothing  to  diuge 
this  opinion. 

Mr.  Southard  said : 

I  am  not  prepared  to  unite  in  the  general 
expression  of  a  beHef  that  the  independence  of 
Texas  is  secured,  and  her  stmggle  over.  It 
seems  to  me  impossible  that  this  can  be  the 
case.  Texas  may — she  probably  will — at  some 
period,  perhaps  not  remote,  establish  her  inde- 
pendence on  a  foundation  which  Mexico  cannot 
shake.  8he  has  temptations  to  t^r  to  otter- 
prise,  ambition,  and  avarice,  to  the  better  and 
the  baser  pasnona  of  onr  nature,  whidi  may 
draw  to  her  very  efficient  aid  in  her  oonfliot, 
and  will,  probably,  carry  her  trimnphanUy 
through  it, 

Mr.  Bkhton  sEud  he  should  confine  himself 
strictly  to  the  proposition  presented  in  the 
resoloticm,  and  snonld  not  complicate  the  ab- 
stract question  of  reception  with  speculations 
on  the  fhture  fiate  of  Texas.  Such  speculations 
could  have  no  good  effect  upon  eiuer  oi  the 
countries  inter^ted ;  upon  Hezioo,  Texas,  or 
the  United  States.  Texas  has  not  asked  for 
admissiou  into  this  Union.  Her  independence 
is  still  ooBtested  by  Sbxioo.  Her  btnindaries, 
and  other  importantt  points  In  her  political 
conation,  are  not  yet  ac|}nsted.  To  discnss 
the  qnestuHi  oi  her  admiasion  into  this  Union, 
under  these  cirounutanoes,  is  to  treat  her  with 
disrespeet,  to  embroil  onrselTes  with  Mexico, 
to  compromise  the  dinnterestedness  of  our 
motives  <in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  and  to  start 
among  oarselves  prematurely,  and  without 
reaatoi,  a  question,  which,  whenever  it  comea, 


cannot  be  without  its  own  intrim^o  difficulties 
and  perplexities. 

I  voted  in  1831  to  acknowledge  the  absolute 
independence  of  Mexico ;  I  vote  now  to  recog^ 
nize  the  contingent  and  expected  independence 
of  Texas.  In  both  eases  the  rote  is  given  upon 
the  some  principle — upon  the  principle  of  dis- 
junction where  conjunction  is  impossible  or 
disastrous.  The  union  of  Mexico  and  Spain 
had  become  impossible;  that  of  Mexcio  and 
Texas  is  no  longer  desirable  or  poosible.  A 
more  fatal  present  conld  not  be  made  than  that 
of  the  future  incorporation  of  tiie  Texas  of  La 
Salle  with  the  andent  empire  of  Montezuma, 
libey  could  not  live  together,  and  extmnination 
ir  not  the  genius  of  the  age ;  and,  besides,  is 
more  easily  talked  of  Chan  done.  Bloodshed 
only  could  be  the  fhiit  <tf  their  ooqjunction ; 
and  every  drop  of  that  blood  woald  be  the 
dragon's  teeth  sown  upon  the  earth.  Ko  wiae 
Mexican  should  wish  to  have  this  Trojan  horse 
shut  up  within  their  walls. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  Phbtoit, 
who  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  resolu- 
tion ;  and  it  was  unanimously  ad(^ted. 


HoHDAT,  July  4. 

After  the  eonrideration  of  executive  hnrineaa, 

A  Message  was  received  ftvm  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  br  Mr.  DoiqajsOH,  hia 
secretary,  stating  th'at  he  had  si^ed  tiie  several 
bills  (specifying  them  by  th«r  tides)  sabmitted 
to  bim  on  that  day. 

The  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Obcndt,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  inform 
him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Gongress  were 
ready  to  adjourn,  and  desiring  to  know  wheth- 
er he  bad  any  further  commanications  to  make 
to  them,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

After  wutiog  some  time, 

Mr.  GBDirDT,  from  the  Joint  oommittee 
pointed  to  w^t  aa  the  President^  reported  that 
they  had  performed  the  duty  usigned  them, 
and  that  the  Prendent  had  answered  that  he 
had  no  Author  communications  to  make  to 
Oongreas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BnoHAHAir, 

The  Senate  adjourned  iine  du. 
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baakflriiBliulc,IBl;  Oaasna  no  pomrtopui  luoli 
a  bin,  S8S;  It  li  mM,  m  nut  Imt*  « liank,  IGB;  ttM 
re—on,  W8;  BlltnnibUgTomoiitof  thtlmtM^Mrtetloa 
of  tUilMiik,tS8;  ItiSMld,  th«  oonntrr  wutot  niWn 
th«  wlDdlng  np  «r  the  aflUn  of  thla  bank,  888 ;  ooniretj 
vfeh  and  proapooaa  In  ta  ODnnul  dagree,  BBS;  nnear- 
tniatjaatotliool^MtortbeiMMnMtW;  tktdbtfaaa, 
SSB;  but  little  InvoriaMe  wke^  flw  mtnml  b  Ibr 
•Ix  jMaorlan|ar,m;  OeemmHiraUleatonflifeet, 
S88;  U«lwbfdigoTenithednnlatkii,tU;aiiviiftnd, 
unstsblo,  and  flootnating  enmnej  Ii  to  be  mked  among 
Uie  most  frnltftil  aowwa  of  eTll,  98T ;  what  b  the  enr- 
rency  of  the  United  Stateet  9ST;  of  two  oonenelas  In 
a  State,  the  cheap  wiD  expal  the  dear,  287 ;  teBdeney  of 
our  banks  to  terminate  their  career  In  an^enaton  of 
specie  payment,  t88;  what  is  tke  Jhiaii  which  affiiota 
onrqitMnTlSS;  th«  States  am  do  noOlng  to  restore 
orsmstflls  pmp«a  of  tbe  4jstsm,t8B;  what  means 
do  w*  poaie«,Bnd  hnr  esa  Oerlw  sppUed?  S88;  a 
bank  the  remedy,  M ;  h«*  b  •  baak  to  oon«et  the  ez- 
coss  (tf  u»  bnui«  qntauT  lB»t  Orcni^r  oToplriais, 

The  OoTsmment  Intended  to  be  a  hard  money  6ot- 
•nunent,  ABO;  tbe  oonadtntlon,  8M ;  action  of  Orapess, 
9W;  eipremlona  of  aged  and  eminent  statesmen,  S90 ; 
«Mta  nbntet  ftr  ft  diwdatlOB,  M ;  the  npply,  sn ; 
tbe  VnnA  enmaey,  W;  tto  preeMit  nstiMnt  teot- 
aMs  ftr  thCBO  ineasma,  M;  BiaSSMa  plan,  MS; 
nloety  required  to  mSJiai  tht  r^IatlTe  Taloe  of  f(4B  and 
aUTar,998;  the  proportlMt  eatabUahed,  3M ;  If  the  bank 
la  defeated,  the  enrreney  ta  reformed,  SH;  Ihbe  valne 
put  OB  [goU  had  rendered  tbe  mint  absnrd,  IK;  gold 
sees  where  it  flads  Itn  Taloa,  SIB;  ntas  la  Sn^aad 
aad  FiiBoo,  98& 

laths  Houe^  ft  numoriit  torn  lbs OannmMit ill* 
iMtns  presentaJ,  M;  laAsNdto  ths  Oeaamlttss  of 
W^rs  and  Uaaiia^Mti  memorfal  from  Os  fasafciWl; 
tdnred,Bn. 

In  the  Hooee,  ft  letter  from  the  Beeretary  of  tlie 
TreHoryrobtlTe  to  drafts  of  tbe  bsakita:  SuAOm, 
T0b.l,a,4,B,fl^7,9,U. 

UtoilmQX  ^-A*  Jiutev  Tola.  K,  8,  T. 

JMK  ii^poaltF-lB  Oft  BsMtSkftiMdlBttan  tattraaU^  Oe 

stdeTCd,8M  -,  adopted.  Ml 
In  the  House,  a  rasohrtioa  9n  the  Ocnalttee  of 

rtmaiii  ta  Mt  during  reeeas  to  Inrestlgatak  oonridarsd, 
IM;apesdto,884. 

Aols  Sumta,  as  JTqMSttoHes.— In  the  House,  a  nsola- 
ttonralatlTe  to  the  deposit  banks  offued,  491;  Important 
ftr  the  Hraae  to  kaow  tte  ezaet  OMtditton  «f  tteaebank^ 
481 ;  should  not  be  eaeambond  wltt  MOMeeiis  to- 
qidiies,4S9;  otjeet  <rf  the  amsndnMint  to  make  tim  la- 
qnliy  broad,  4M;  what lAa  ths  re^wben  flds  lafa^ 
BnttawBsaskslofthslUtodStstasBaaklM;  ez- 
taeb  ftvaa  Ot  Mport,  dM;  sipas6  flT  OS  boal^  4H ; 
«ztzaeta,4M;  dwiM  «*;  pcoo<4M;  fcvthsr  debate, 
416, 

DtpotU  StffulaU^  BOL—ln  the  EofMe,  tie  bill  «m- 
rideied,  4H ;  designed  to  regibto  0w  msnaer  of  their 
s>belia^eta,4M;  powoi  oC  tbe  SioontlvftVBder  the 
bin,  4H;  no  power  la  CmcrsSB  to  ereata  a  ngaUor, 
4ir|  memerial  efths  biak  te  rwawal  la  1611,  etjeeted 
b  the  Btata  biak%  407;  ChOtaUall  xapor^  d»T;  Btate 
banks  not  regarded  aa  InaapaU*  of  doing  tbe  pnblle 
boslnses,4M;  power  of  the  BeoMtaty,  daring  tbe  exlst- 
eaos  of  the  bank,  to  employ  Btate  bnnka  In.  oertaln 
oia(i,48B;  Btate  banks  are  as  oompetentae  a  National 
buk  to dlsoharie  the dntlM reqiared.4«9:  MaUseftha 
dW;  ths  power  mamd  to  IJoacnH  to  ranorsk 


abeelatoidM;  poiroror  maUnc  salsotboseeatlnaed  Ib 
theBeentaqr.dW;  aeearlttsstobs  lakan,4»}  Buaaer 
aadterauenwhbhthebaaks  s(atobseaiplqFnd,B0Oi 
bms  Ismthaa  fire  daOanBOt  to  be  baaed,IKIO;  oOwr 
provUoaa,  DDL 

Change  of  Tlewi,  601;  tUa  bUI  gives  thesaootlon  of 
C<nigreaa  to  an  Illegal  aetofthoEzeentlTe,  008;  the  act 
ofthePreaUeatfarehim  eontrol  of  the  pnbUo  money, 
RS;  power  oenfemd  on  the  Beeretary  by  the  4th  seo- 
tlMi,806;  othsr  provUMs  of  ths UII. SOB, 004;  thtob 
said  to  be  the  only  Btflacore  of  relief  the  oooatiy  needs, 
004;  the  seleoUon  of  banks  onght  to  be  made  1^'  Oon- 
gree^SOS;  Itreqalree  no  oompensatlon  from  the  Btate 
baaksfor  the  aseofthepnbllo  money,  BOS;  noseonrity 
a^Unst  tbe  dangers  of  Dnrelgn  influence  and  eapltal,OOB; 
limit  the  nae  of  trans&r  cheeks,  MB;  no  •xauiutbo 
inovldedftr,H0;  tbs  adestod  bonks  an  aot  isqabed 
toraoslTS  sash  othai^  p^or,  (ML 

lbs  Omnoaeat  ■Mdd  bo  dlieraneetsd  flan  As 
banks,  HM;  an  Bttsmpto  to  eoabol  Btftte  baiika  eoatmry 
to  the  Conadtation,  006;  almplielV  of  the  measure, 
SOT;  on  withholding  the  deposiie  from  the  United  Btatea 
Bei^  they  beeome  sul^feat  to  the  bw  of  "80,  and  go  to 
tbe  Aeaaarer,  016;  Btato  banka  accountable  to  blm, 
616;  It  b  said  the  Beeretary  b  the  fiscal  agent  <tf  tbe 
Legidatnr^  61T ;  be  b  fltfnly  Independent  af  tito  SOB- 
tnl  of  Ooagraas  lo  thta  mstter.  Sit;  sU  tbft  aataaws 
ban  heard  was  ths  danorefpoUUdsa^  BIT;  oljeebto 
bs  ftoOMnpUsbed  byths  remonl  tfthodepadti,618; 
eondoet  of  the  bank  In  roAnlng  to  permit  an  Inrestiga- 
tlon,61>;  fhrtber debate, BU;  biUpaBaed, Ut;  abUlto 
regnbte^  6T6 ;  dlsct  of  tbe  agenoy  of  the  Btato  banks, 
6T4;  psswd,  676.  SttAdm,ytiL1. 
Kuncs,  Jona,  BepreeentotlTO  from  Peaneylranla,  885.  Sm 
AdeiVveLll. 

Baaaai,  Not»,  HepiisuntstlTsftwB  OonaeetleBt,  WBL  Am 

MsB^vota.  7,8,1^10^11. 
BAaafi%  GsABua  A,  BeyieMatiMTO  ftoa  PomvylTiids, 

8SIL 

JSarractt  at  Jfme  Orleans.— Am  Aden,  toL  9. 
BAiaiaasa,  Davbl  L,  Bepreaattatin  Aon  Norib  CbroD- 

na,886;  oDSBlsiyttflOntatsrtoSia^aa^ONb  AaA* 

dea^  vob  6;  0, 10^  11. 
Bam,  UkAtt  a,  Bs|ims»tottos  fetai  Msainiiiiisiilli.  MB; 

on  the  Comprainbe  bm,  18a  5m  Altai,  ToL  11. 
Bath,  Jun,  on  the  Oompromlsa  Wll,  180.   <Sm  Mm 

ToLlL 

Sattve*  at  Sme  OrUcmt.—Su  Indta,  toI.4;       aI  A 

Zotrft;  see  IndtCD,  toL  S, 
Bataud,  RicBAnn,  Benator  from  Delaware,  774, 
BATuna,  WmiAit,  Bepreaeatattre  from  Mi— ohuaetta,  886. 
Baaia,  Jams  M.  tt,  B^reesataUy  flwa  Tfaglab,  886, 
Baali;  Bnnnw  IL,  BeprsssntstlTe  ftam  TLim  Hawipsbtrs, 

HBi 

Buawar,  Sunnit  B^rssmbtlTs  ftoiaVowToric,885; 
on  tbs  flOMnl  cT  lbs  doposUs,  410;  on  the  oHs  ef 
Hardeman  Oweoa,  4SL  iSm  J*A4a,  foL  II. 

Butt,  ICuna,  BepreeentatlTO  from  Kentaoky,  068. 

Bs(Mmarah(iii^ola<M«<-AsMsi^T0b.«,6;«  T,«. 

BaAQWHi^  AnMw,  BspestonlrtlTe  ftom  Psnnqrln^ 
886. 

A^taa,  JRsstoie  tor-dlMMsi^TeLlL 

Bkll,  Jams  ML,  EepreeeatatlTe  frem  Ohio,  096. 

Bnif  JoHK,  oa  redaction  <rf  dotlea,  116;  on  nalMcatton, 

160;  Bepreeentattra  ftom  Teaaeasaa,  180;  Aeoaa 

Bpeaksr,  490;  addreaa,  400;  address  oa  the  TOto  ef 

thankSiOSe,  Ae Jivtag, Tob, 1. 10, IL 
Bau,  SAKirai,  Senator  flnm  Hev'Haa^ahlr^  106;  pre- 

aeato  dbtnsiaMnariil^SBlL  Sm  Msib^  ^  T,  6, 1^ 

10^  It 

taioa^nMlMH,,aB  dtataOatlMsf  thsfcseadhtfOs 
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■  poUla  ludi,  M;  M  ham  TClMtlo^  lU ;  OB  ndneOMi 
of  i»Um,  m,  Ur,  lit;  fl«utor  fiom  IDwwuf,  ttS- 
888:  oathaTBtoofthe  LaBdBUl,MI;  Ob  report  nU- 
tiTStotharamoTolorUisdepodtat  900^808;  onth*  re- 
moTil  of  tlt«  depodte,  S18 ;  on  th«  poblle  diatfCM,  SS8 ; 
on  McherterlDf  the  United  Btatea  Beak,S89;  on  tbe 
Faneoll  Emll  resolotlons,  SOS;  on  diatraai  menmbtl^ 
808;  oa  notlcaortheexpiii>glBgTCMlatloB,a90;  on  the 
Pnridtnt's  ptateat,  851 ;  wt  the  iMtonttai  irf  On  d» 
poalta^SM;  m  the  pmperitr  of  the  oooBtir.Sn;  tm 
OanUef  ef  CoL  LeUeiMd«*r,W;  oo  FmbA  ipqU^ 
tlou,  880 ;  on  the  *u>»im  ezpsngliig  reeolatlon*,  5TS; 
on  omendmcnt  of  the  Conatitntton,  NS  t  on  Indlu 
trMdea,  068;  on  EnwntlTe  patraBes^  8S7;  on  pnbUo 
prtntlBg.  CM;  offsn  the  ezpnngtng  ToeoloUon,  818-888; 
«ibfU)G)ieaoftheMlnt,OSO;  on  the  depoelt  benke,  824, 
<SS;  ontbeexpDO(dBgnMlntlOB,<Se-88T;  on  the  elec- 
tion <tf  printer,  <S5;  ob  dftreiy  memoriela,  707;  <n  fhe 
■zpnnihif  iwelBtkH,  7W-TU;  m  the  sdnlHlOB  of 
]CloUgH,T«^19Q;  OB  Uenidlni7paHluttoHhYN;on 
Federel  ipedo  pe/meBte,  T80;  oa  Texan  reoofnlUon, 
T7S.  &e /iKtaB,  Tda.  1,  a, »,  10^  IL 
Bun,  OsoMn  U,  Senntor  tetm  Kontaek^,  US;  on  the 
BereniM  Collation  bill,  40;  OB  FimA  epoUtUwae,  07L 
A«7iMf«E,Toliil0^11. 

BantBT,  HonACT,  BopioeoBtetlTo  tUm  PonBsrlraBk,  8SS ; 

OBthoiMDOval  «r  th*  *p«U>>  >W;  on  tho  Coin 

bfll,4M,U& 
SUiop  FlagA—SM  titdtm,  toL  11. 
Black,  Jon,  Senator  from  lUwlMlppt,  19S-88S. 
Bun,  JAicM,B^roMatettT«tlmBBo«thOMoUBa,S8B;  on 

noUlflcatloo,  187;  doeuue  << SOS, 4BL  AmMmitoIi. 

10,11. 

Bmm,  JoKK,  EeprwiBtottTO  bm  Ttiniwaeo,  881  ShM- 
4mh  Tola,  7, 8, 8;  10,  IL 

Jbw  M  A^Ml*  «•  flU  Jlw»v>^ao  JMff^  ToL  & 
Boom,  ABniHAM,  Bt^neaentaUn  from  New  York,  88!L 
BoDU,  CsABLa,  BeproaentatlYO  from  Now  Yort,  SSOL 
.BMNfci;  i>Hrokaoo  qf,  Orteim  tf.—ln  the  Senate,  VP^V^*- 
tlOD  bill  eonddered,  and  the  Honae  dlaagroalng  to  tli« 
Senatoli  atnandmont,  iSO;  m(rth»  to  adben,  SSO;  why 
to  Bot  tto  BeaaU  to  bo  tnHtod  with  the  lepUatlon  and 
miltMtttoBaritioinansantfludt  tSl;  ol^  to  duck 
thealHueapnatlMl«itliaeoBtliffentfliBil,SBl;  work* 
got  up  bf  the  oneosnsoBMBt  of  tUa  ftand,  VI;  fltlth  d 
the  Senate  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  works  or- 
dered, 8C1 ;  snbwriptlonB  for  bo<tka  were  ftr  anch  as  ro- 
uted to  legUlatton,  SflS;  motloa  oorrled,  SOS ;  report  of 
the  committee,  SH ;  a  motion  to  atrlke  oat  the  appro- 
priatkm  tot  tha  purehaM  of  the  DoonmeBtvy  History 
itf  tiw  Untied  Blataa,  BBd  Inawt  •  tSBUUuntlOD  fbr  ex- 
penaai  ttmabr,8n;  BBoertalBtr  ot  tho  ooBteaat,879; 
UMiTor  thaiVpUMtieBto  the  eaBtaaol,  m;  ko  an- 
thdri^lBOoasnHtoMtvpahoitfcdMhSn;  tUa  ex- 
penaa  aa  alKtto,n«;  detallB,880;  fluther  debate,  881; 
amandment  eairled,  88L 

Ib  the  nonae,  a  foaololloB  to  ftimlah  new  momben 
wlUt  certain  booka  of  refcnnco,  418;  Begliter  of  De- 
bates and  Doonmentary  HUtory,  the  booka  refbrred  to, 
418;  oonaldared  In  OoamUtee  of  the  Whole,  41T ;  the 
eaBt,41T;  mardrtopattbaBawnMnbaraonthe  same 
fbotbv  with  the  dd,41T;  tho  ooaatUiitioiHl  polst,  441 ; 
no  moaer  «aB  bo  dnwB  fhim  tho  T^oaawj  bat  In  cra- 
■eqaeDooofaa^tpRqwiathMibrlaw,  441;  what  la  law? 
441 ;  no  approprlatlnt  erw  made  bjr  Joint  raaolntlon, 
441;  ol^eet  to  pat  the  new  membera  <m  the  same  fbotlng 
as  the  old,  441 ;  Ilonao  no  right  to  nae  their  eoattogent 
ftiBd  fbr  Bodi  pnfpoofe,  441 ;  an  i^proprlattM  of  Oio 
peq^'amooerteaoptlTataBioof  BMBdMii,4CI;  Ij 


irtotil|^«owoTCtoe«r9arl4tt;  mooi^n 
be  pnaeoded  wiUt  wtthoot  the  sld«rCnpB« 
the  parehaae  sboald  be  made  tapmsowatfifas 
and  spedfle  law,  44S;  further  ddwtsy  W;  mui 
«reedto,444;  nvort  oftheeommWe«,4SI;nu 
^  on  dWribntloB,  481;  ordered  to  be  sapwiK 

Booa,  BAtuvr,  B«preeeototlTO from  IsdUsisfil.  It* 
dM,  Tola.  10, 11. 

BoVLOtM^  TsoKia  T.,  Bapnaaalafin  nt|t^l 

OQ  the  nmonttf  the  dayod^ 
Bo«uai,J^BepManl>tiTo  lhNiTliginb,«l;  <a^ 

lnthoDlBtiictorOelniBblaL,a7.  AsAd«,nLi: 
Boumtyfor  fl^tUtg  Feaaela.— iSsa  AtU^  nL  Ma 
BraaU.JJtiirt^oiiK'St  Imdtm,  toL  1ft. 
Sttadk  itfJ>rMi^—SM  I»dM,  toIs.  1,4 
Sr^<UttBalero»tlUl>etawar*.—SMladm,JiLl 

JMbery.— Aa  Jndtm,  toL  C 
Bbnos,  QmoaM       BepreoeBtatlre  flsa  KwbB 
S83;  0DaredarttaiardBtk^l41.  Smhitt,viL 
SriM  Afftr-s-iout  on  OnouMroA— 6m  /a<l«z, nil 
BriUA  Colonial  7i^U.—aMJmdm,rik.i,JL 
BrUlA  Inirigyt«*.—8tm  IinUm,  toL  L 
JBWM  JflnWof*,  OrndwoC       &a  Adiah  iA  i 
SriiUh  Wsit India  Ty<uU.—SM  J»d4K,nil 
BxowB,  Bbbvobi^  OB  the  BoTonna  CoIkatlM  4It:S» 
Btor  from  Noia  OnoUna,  US-8aS;  mOt  fi^- 
boak%d4t;  idattntv  tMsadlvrpiblWimH  i 
Blmir  mHBOdds,  7«B;  ob  Iho  tiMgrittaadU 
tBL  AoMao^Ttd-ll. 
Bnowv,  Jomr      BepreoentatlTO  frira  He*  T(d.B 
BuGKAKAff,  JTaxm,  ott  fixoootife  patramga,  ta-,  oD" 
poalt  banks,  OS ;  on  tho  FottUeatiMi  UE  W:  ^ 
fromPenna]rlTaBla,«8S;  lolattvato  laHBteTH<* 
tiona,TO<;  mt  tho  Gobi  rafliDorid,1iMU;«MK: 
daTerrBMiBortaKtSS;  osthoadaWm 
no;  OD  tha  Bdmliriao  of  ijHnnW;tafa«' 

Bucnm,  B.  A.,  deoeaae  ni,  1*4 
At^Wo  <6  Jftm  OrUaiu  Road.^S»»  Indm,  1'- 
Btnx,  Jomt,  BofmeenUlvo  from  lfisHa>l,M 
ButXABD,  Hbmbt  a.,  BepreoMitattTe  ta 
rcolgna  hla  seat,  40L        /itdM,  t«L  a 
Bubob;  Sajtob,  BepujocBlntt  ra  from  Tm»B">  *^ 
BuxD,  OBOBOn,  BaprcotiBtatlTa  frwB  Pigtmfc  » 
BtJBsm,  TniavAM,  on  the  OampwBd"  I^jf 
aratatlTC  from  Bhote  I*Bd,S8El  MMW' 
MOlll.  . 

BTTura,  Bo BXn,  Bepnoentatin  frsm 

SSSi  ^ 
BtHux,  Jm     BqmoaBtattn  fiM  Aift  OeA  * 


Caob,  HzBBf;  BuimiBlallTt  Am  Mriiilll'  *  ^ 

(Tifti  Ci'iT'tirfy  rwiftur  VmniBlilliiir*-"''"^ 
ate,  ra.  J, 

OAUotnr,  JoBX  O,  on  the  Compwoto Ml"' *^ 
on  tho  Borenno  Odlaetkm  UlLn;  oa  ^'T^ 
lU;  Senator  from  South  Oarallna,UMII:*ry 
moTBl  of  the  dopodts,  S96;  on  rMtoriobf  tX  i 
BtrtM  BMk,  aSB;  OB  tho  TMUmA 
the  daoaaaa  of  Wama  B.  Dnk.  n> ; « 1^ 
aBaanlBatlaBofthePi«8ldeBt,Sei;  n|io>0«^^ 
patronage,  SU;  on  ExoeaBw  »; 
FortUeatfamblll,<aB;  on  tte  esp««i«'*'**^ 
on  iBcendUrr  pabUvtto^  na.OlBT!*'^;^ 
alaraiT petltlgoa, 3Q5;  oo •»a»«7P**»**™!^i. 
n^nt;  iiii  lli^  Miililiii  IBBMllit  ""-^ 
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Mbrtln  to  fnertdlwy  pnbUnttoM,  TH;  <n  iMrivtag 
■IvmrnmDMUi^W;  onridtoPntaMr  £MMr,1W; 
en  dqwBlto  irlth  tha  BtatM,  788.  Am vols.  <  0^ 
7,  8, 10.  XL 

Oammubso,  CBiTMsnx  CL,  BqnvMiitatlTe  from  New 
Yoric,  885;  on  th«  lemonl  of  th«  depodti,  MS;  on  re- 
lief to  Polbb  esilM, 4M ;  o>  tlM  Gold  Coin  bill,  SM;  od 
dauOlOBOf  liBd  to  F<dlA  ezllM, an ;  nlaUTOtonU- 
ttMuvtthnuiea,  !»;  oa  Fteiwh  reMloM,  iSI. 

GuipnLi,R<mnB^  BiptiwuliU  i  u  from  floBtt  CmoUim, 

'^Xnul  Aoimd  JflMeb  A<Mb— /fufM^  TOL  ft 
Otnal  to  JBAmAl-Am  Mm,  tdL  I. 
CAMMaaBAML,  Bksuoi  B,  XeprenRMtTt  ftam  Mnrlaai, 
S8K. 

Oaml,  Johw,  BaprcMihrthre  from  ladtana,  MM.  AMAtbs, 

CuwH,  Baxukc  P.,m  BsllUlMdMiiUftlML  AmJMmv 

Oaot,  Zadook,  S«pTeNntetlT«  from  HUboI^  M]  m  duth 

orClMti«Sliido,Mt. 
Cbroeeo*,  StU^t^.Su  Indta,  toL  4 
OsiMnu;  CongrMttonai^S€«  Mtm,  toL  Os  (Md/Mta,  voL 

<^ifBnt,EitKiii.  F^flMUtor  from  Hfli7lutd,m;  pre- 
Moto  dlrtnn  nwrnortek,  MO;  o&  tko  Bbode  loUnd 
Bwntor,  ttt;  on  the  psnbaM  at  hookg,  m.  Su 

CBAMMsaM,  Owwa^  Bepremrtitlw  from  PaaaaTlTaDli, 
UOl 

CBAim,  John,  BepreMiitaUTe  from  Ohlot  SML 
Oarffi*  O'Afitint,  AppobUmmt  <if.—8»4  Adma,  toL  ft 

<AaM^  ifUIn  ^tfWol  «0iMlw9l  and  Mol  «:-^M«b^ 

TOLft 

Cg&mftw  JTMMrfoK^lB  the  HoiM,  a  liaaiorid  fsUIn  to 

tMnonl,  prcaeiitod,  U$;  refctwd,  <5T. 
C^Mopeate  and  Z>«Zatoari  CbNai.— 8M  JiidM\  toL  1ft 
Cfutaptak^  /W^te,  AUaek  o*. — Sm  Indese,  roL  8. 
OUMjwob  «6  OAfo  OmoH-iSm  Ade^  toIh  ft  ft  1ft 
CmLTOK,  TnoMAS,  Bapreientatlve  fron  Kntoekj,  SM. 

JSW  /mfo^  veil.  10,  IL 
Coimr,  Jonra  H,  Biptweiitethre  ihm  Yteftnln,  88S. 
OoAn,  BiTFue,  Bepiwatotty  tmrn  VwtmthmM§,  888;  «d 

sndnetleB  «r  dntlaib  IM.-^  toL  U. 

CTeeftwB  Z<w<i«,  JhereaJwiwifl  im^—Sm  Jktmi,  to!  ft 
CtotoM,  iMotfe.-^  A(r«^  Tota.  It 
OwviA  Jrfte,  ihrf^ogw,  r— iffitf.-lii  the  Howt, »  Ml 

od,sn. 

dreutar  Imed  at  ChulMton,  8L 

CijUBoun,  NiTHiitiM.  H-,  BepfweatotlTe  from  TliylBls, 

S85.  Tola.  1ft  IL 

dote  Ag»nei«*.—S»e  JMtn,  toL  1L 
Cusx;  BAxm,  BepnwBtitln  4oib  HewTotk,  88& 
Clau,  VtUJAH,  BapnMDtstlTe  from  Petuu^tfile,  88ft 
Clat,  Cuomr  CL,  m  nllnqiitahliig  pvblle  luda,  IM;  tt^ 
tmuitetlTS  from  AlabenWiSSS;  on  douOoB  of  Imd  to 
FolUi  cxIlM,  CSl.  S;M7tMte(VT0la.lftlt 
Cut,  Hnnr,  Introdoea  ft  bill  to  dlbtribvto  the  proeeeda 
ef  land  hIsb,  13;  on  the  eompromlM  bill,  81,  111 ;  on 
ndnotloB  of  dntlM,  IIMM;  oadlaMbotloBorpRMeedi 
ori«i<lmlM,U8:  TotM  for,HPrM4d«it.t«S;  Senator 
from  Kentwdtr,  t9M88;  on  tlw  deoMM  of  Jehutsn, 
IM;  OBllieTeto<^theLudBIII,m;  oatko  lemonl 
«r  the  depoiltB,  904;  on  the  roport  telaUre  to  the  re- 
morel  of  Um  deposlta,  9U;  on  the  meMag*  reapeeUng 
the  report  on  the  remoral  of  the  depoalta,  M7 ;  on  the 
remoral  of  the  deposits,  SO0;  on  the  Ponna^lranU  me- 
norlalM,  ttC;  pr«o«nto  dlatreaa  memorUla,  Ml;  on 
thePUlidelphltnHtBtlow^faT;  m  theBhodeUni. 


Smlor,  SaS;  pnianti  %  New  To*  nemoili^  M; 
on  dte  LealBKtoo  nemeiU,  Stt;  m  tte  mmbw 
of  dlstnaa  peUUonen,  8U-80K;  praaenU  New  ToA 
memoriab,  S07;  on  the  algnen  of  diatresi  memocUk, 
SSi;  on  the  Ffealdenfa  Pratcat,  885;  on  dlitnea  me* 
moriala,  8T8;  on  the  parohaae  of  books,  881 ;  on  ttie 
case  of  Hardeman  Owena,  481 ;  on  the  Alabama  ox- 
pnnfing  reoolntk>na,578;  on  exeoQtlva  patnuuge,  80ft 
<17;  on  the  Vliglalft  HlUtarr  Lend  Tairaats,  <84; 
OB  flw  eleetta  ef  printer,  885;  on  tke  FortttMttan 
Un,  MO;  on  Stafwy  la  the  Dlmtet  of  OolimUa, 
Sre;  00  the  ezpnaglnf  raaotatlon,  778;  on  tStvmtf 
In  Arkanaaa,  767;  on  Tens  aflUn, 779.  Ae  JMm, 
ytOt.  ft  4,  ft  «1, 6, 11. 
OuLTTOir,  AooDfrati^  on  the  lerenne  eolteotion  bin,  80 ;  on 
nnlUSeatioa,  IBB ;  on  BalatloM  vlth  grm*,  819;  oa 
the  oompramJae  MU,  lift  118;  BeioeaentatiTe  from 
6e(n9b,88ft 

GumM,  Jmr  Ift,  pmiali  dlrtw  SMBiorfnli,  MT;  pre* 
aenta  FhlladalpUa  memorial,  897 ;  Senator  from  Dol»> 
vnre,  198-408;  on  the  Michigan  memwlal,7»;  oa  the 
admUalon  of  Mlflhlgan,  749.  /iid«^TOll.l0^1L 

Cttrk  4^010  Ho%»6.—St«  Indtm,  toL  1ft 

Cunmr,  WnxuK  K,  BepreeentetlTo  fixxn  Sooth  Caw- 
Una,  886;  oiittMO<ddC<rfnbfll,00ft 

(%<^ /brefm  ZMr  «m-Ib  the  BoBH^  a  rewlntte  rdattra 
ta^«6ft 

Oboif  Airai|t^-)SM  Adai^  TOla  ft  ft  IL 

OmI  JWerlea^Ae  Xndtm,  -nk.  1.  ft  ind  ImOm,  toL  ^ 

GoTPiK,  Johw,  BapreaentatlTe  from  Georgia,  836. 

OotM,  Fortifr^  SOvar^la  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  r^nlato  Oe 
weight  of  forelga  silver  ocrina,  eonaldered,  877 ;  amoid- 
menta  moved,  878.  8m  Indt^  toU.  ft  7, 11. 

CMft,  ffoU.— In  the  Senate,  a  blU  to  ragaUto  the  girid  ootoa 
of  the  United  Btatee,  eonildared,  888;  In  the  Hona^  a 
1)intoietHlatothaTClae<4«OBalderoft4B8;  aHl|iriar- 
■ge  allowod  to  the  OovensMBt  to  eorer  ezpwMft  dN ; 
reportaandauthorlUaaonthe  enl^eet  of  Talaatl«»,4S8; 
mellim  to  fix  the  ratio  <tf  gold  to  aUver  as  18  to  1,608; 
tnio  latto  1  to  U|,60B;  views  of  the  SecretarT',  60B; 
anthorltle^  COS;  erila  whbih  the  bUl  la  designed  to 
remedf,  008 ;  origtBi  WO;  eanae  <rf  the  banishment  vt 
gold,  set ;  eoMldentlina  la  flxinc  the  vahie,  610;  tUi 
aqoosttOB  of  bnatoiMiBM;  aatendment proposed, Ml ; 
IhBtanWiTCtoaB  Ull,  611;  the  nlls,611;  etdeot  to 
elnmlito  both  gold  aBdsav«r,8U;  aa  InereMad  dren- 
Istlon  of  predom  metalB  called,  6U ;  the  broni^t 
up  In  an  exttaordlnsrj  msanor,  518 ;  taj  change  would 
not  matorUUr  change  the  metallle  clronlatlon  of  the 

*  eonntrr,  618 ;  little  to  be  gained  bj  the  aabeUtntloa  of 
gotdfbr  sUTer,6U;  the  moat  enligh'toned  natlonsof 
Earope  have  debased  eomndee,  5U;  objeotlooa  ec* 
aalaed,6U;  fhrtber debate, 615;  UUpeaseftUft 

OoinoifA,  saver  MK— In  the  Homo,  a  UU  relatlre  to,  con- 
sidered, 488;  iAatlipfopQasd,48B;  amonnt  coin  In 
the  oonnti7,4<8;  denbtftal  If  thU  bUl  wonld  tond  to 
Increase  the  metaUIo  enirener.dM;  s«aetUng  like  the 
mlnimnm  principle  In  the  prorlsloBa  of  this  bill,  464; 
foreign  eoina  now  praetlcally  a  good  tender,  464. 

OotUoUom  JHttrteU,  Faifom.— iSm  toL  ft 

OotomUa,  MMtttrto^Stt  MtK,  vd.  IL 

OrioMleaNOn  A«4«4>^  AAa^  rols.  ft  11. 

OOmiMaatur^BH  Mm,  rata.  7,  ft  1ft 

OMNMrae  «rn«  IMM  Msm-iSm  JMml  ToliL  1,  ft 

OmMMfve         VM^-Am  AdM,  toL  1ft 

Oimp«MiMin^ Xmibtr§.-em  Adsa,  tsIs.  B  Ji  1ft  iVqr 

CbmpMtaiton  of  Pr4ddt»t  OMt  Tie^PrttidML-S— 

Ad«iSTols.l,ft 
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Cemgrtm,  N  SMrion  of  Bd,  tomnam,  9;  IHflOHnia^ 
IN;  M  BMriM  <r  »d  eoBfraai^  OH;  Irt  Bawlenor 

CbmiMMeiA— Toto  lt>r  PrMtdentlit  188B,  Ua 
Conot,  Hxnr  "W.,  B<pt«eMiUtlT>  from  North  OtraUna, 

aB9{  MndBBtln  ««  dntto^UOL  A»JBKK«^TCk  10^ 

IL 

OmUmpti  JmdM<a.—S»«  IncUm,  toL  11. 
<bii<MM  AM«M^-dM  Awtas  Tola  1, 8^  T. 
Obalfii0Ml  JbjwMMi— A*  JSidwh  Tola.  ^  & 
CbnlTMli^  0«MrMHWNl— <8m  Atfaa^  Ttd.  S.  1 
<WroMnte  MietfM  Stats*. — 8«»  InAta^  toL  BL 
Cimtaf  9tfttm.~SM  Indtu,  toL 
Ccmm,  Thomas,  B«pT«MiititiT«  from  Ohio,  88<L  AfA- 

<to^  ToL  11. 
Cbnla9«t  dnMP&oet  Ado^  t<4.  7. 

Comm^  Btaaui>,E«pnMiitKtlTtftaBF«aiug>lnaltt,886; 

<n  tU  loeii  brak  daporit  ngnlatloa  bni,  SUl  As 

Mw,  TdB.    10^  IL 
OmAis,  Soasn,  on  slmty  moinortalB,  ISL   8m  Indtm, 

ToLlL 

CmAxxa,  Josx,  B«praMiitatlT*  fton  ITov  Toifc,  UBk 
CHum,  JooBFH  ^ B^naaotetlTO  fron  Mlo^ML  &a 

AdM,  T<^  ll\  IL 

Ou«*onsTKi]uia,oB«  ndoellottflr  dntlM^Ul  iSM 

/iwUcm  JtVoMoMon.— >Sm  iiKtei,  toL  a 
<MWM  o9aM  tka  OfUUd  aM4t.—8*4  Mm,  toL  8, 

PMiatLawtt^as  United SUiU*. 
Cmnnwir,  Johk  J.,  Bmuttor  from  EoBtDckf,  ML 
OioonR,  Datid,  BeprMentatiTB  from  TonnaMop,  SML 
OtvAon,  0M«ra^  JTwIaj  (o.— In  th«  Houm  »  mOIbUob 

to  grant  K  modftl  to,  pused,  558. 

I;  PEMOMAjHlrfoik 

OwwtirlfluirfJWoor.  JwAdHTAfc 

CtemBorlinMl  A0ad:--In  the  Honsa  »  MH  to  oottttaiu  and 

Mprir,  685.    8f  Indtm,  nU.  8,4,6,9,t»,taA  Ind^ 

Tola.  T,  a  AppropHaiioM. 
OuTUUK,  AtruB,  Senator  from  Oaorgta,  664, 680 ;  on  tha 

AntUeatlMi  UU,  Ml;  on  raoalTlnc alarar mamorlala 

IML 


Duua,  Gaom  IL,  OB  the  nranM  odlMttoB  una,  T8 ;  at 

tha  G«BpTMiiIaa  Un,  IUl  AaAte^ToLU. 
Dakibl,  HiiiBTiOattMMaBpnnidBa  U1I,1TB.  Aa  Jhdn 

Tolfl.  »,  10,  It 

DiBLnraroH,  WouAic,  BepnaantatKoftom  Pma^Taula, 
SSBi 

D*.T««po«T,  Tbokis,  BepTeaentatlTV  fr«m  Yliglala,  88&. 

£m  Adin^  Tola,  a  9, 1^  It 
Datib,  Awm,  BapnaaatatiTa  from  Knlat^,  SSBL 
Datv,  Jmf,  BapvaaeBtattTo  from  Mawaahnaetta,  S8S;  8an- 
ator  from  Uaasaohtuatta,  686;  relatlva  to  Inoaadlaiy 
pabUoatloiu,  TU;  on  tba  Ulchlgan  m^oriaI,n9;  oo 
InoendUry  pnbllcatlou,  VSi.  S—  JhOeu,  toU.  8, 9, 10^ 

PATiai,  WAunr  B.,  BapnaantatlTa  from  Booth  Carolina, 
S8B;  oaBBUUleatlon,169;  on  the  oomproiiilBeblll,170; 
daeaaaa  oi;  ffT9.  Am  Ad«\  toIb.  «,  10^  It 
V  AMi<»aNoN.-Aa  JiiAg^  ToL  11 
DAT,  BowuHD,  BopraaantaHTa  from  Naw  Tork,  SflL 
0*0/ and  I>umb  InMt\M<m«.—S64  /wtam  Tola.  6,  flj »,  10, 

11* 

J)tbatet,  R*fUt«r  <^—8t»  Indtu,  Tola.  It 

J>el>at4*,  S^xniing  <^.—au  Inden,  Tol.  8. 

]>BBn»r,  EmnmH  BapwaentaUTe  from  N«rth  CtooUaa, 


JWflrtwyJfraL  JWw.  In  Oa  HMaa^a Wftrte^' 
fieuMand,  M;  pv^aMaHtairtfA  ai  . 

bo  AatribBtad,oljMtadt(s4M;  briIltaatci|iM4» 
e^tnta  of  the  PhOadelpUa,  401;  Oc  ^k^^ 
407,468;  ltaafltoU,4W;  wbatil^tBada>a|tak 
qillnT460;  ™»»i.»m—  of  the  palM,«; » 
eomins  wltUn  tba  lattar  of  Oa  p>iat  ad, « :  Dk 
4n ;  aitat  or  Ua  tea,  411;  antataiab  M  u 
B^aatod,  4N;  *  MU  tethaialW<«aMmtCi 
AaAdai^TakS,!]. 
JWiwanrawdCataaqpawta  Qiiirt  ftaAia^iil.1 
ZWffwara  «oCa  Jbr  pMddairt  iB  186^  Ml 
DtUQoieafniim  nrriti>rim.—SM  Adm,  nt  L 
Dmoire,  Bhuaxir      BapwaentatlTa  frn  T«mL  5 

daeeaaaoC«i& 
Dmnitt,  iTTTLSMH     BapraaaBtattra  AanltBjlBi8 

daeeaBaoi;Me,«7. 
Dmrr,  Hawm,  BagfaaantattTB  bm.  ttoKfimifl 

AaAda^ToLll 
Z^tbnalM  JrawBMt  agoM  OmC  JIMahmfcjU 

.idoflM-Aa  Adao^  M 1 
2>apoatti:— la  tha  Hoosa,  a  naoIntlM  tkt  flMa^tAv 
b«  aafe1]r  ooBtiBiiod  Id  fte  baak,  oAnd,lfl;)at 
1«. 

JtaMMBot  q^—lB  «ha  SoBat^  Bcp«rt«r  a>  tw 
orthaTrMU7eo^dBrad,tM;  WmMiUtea 
ahoBUloaklBtoflai  Maa—  i»mimmA».» 
atoaheallitoBeaaatonttaiBpartiW;  Maair 
l^lliaSaeratair.MS;  iwitallaBalknl,« 

BeaidotlaM,  ndatlTa  toi,  ofltarad,  W;  li  (kirikVi 
lOTolntlon  bk>odlwe  ae  jet,  900 ;  tke  JndUtfraic 
omptad from  the  proTaHhif  nge  tbrlBBomtaM  • 
large  proporttoB  of  tha  good  aad  toUglitaslBai-:! 
Uotoo  jlaldlng  to  aentlmantB  efdtipoaiwcr,ai.-' 
dreadlU  Ibrabodlngi  whan  we  awwnMii  hmWia 
M;  czdnalTe  powor  of  Ooapeai  «nt  (kt  Tp«t 
BararbateaqnaatiaMd,  SM;  arMaMdtiia*t<  i 
It  wheaa  powai^  MOari^,  «r4lmlka.nt&*^ 
«fthadepodtBtiuide,S10;  hearwlatth*IMW«* 
ia  UamaiiUbatonadtehbOahtaMt,>U;tki£cer 
was  toldbrthaPreoldantttiatlwhadMtfliAix 
wtah  to  dlDtata,  Ul;  haatUi  meaMielcad^^ 
eoDfimnl^  wltti  tha  CoMOtBtloB  cf  tta  Wd  «i' 
SU;  tha  Pndduit,  aalAtf  Ir  xtd^* 
Tniauy  D^attrooat,  nor  ^  tha  laak  cW«  IKB^ 
powarorar  tto  TMmbit.  Itt;  MM  tt  t"^ 
noT«aadayedlB  fton  the  otaditBthB  D*' 
fiagaa  the  Ameiloan  paople,  9U ;  bnpifx"''^ 
^emo  Conrt  to  tbo  cMe  of  Ibitar,  til;  tUailB' 

the  ]£x»enUTa  ahoold  ^ifinm  bdbcek  (fmU**^ 
atlontoanjrmeHiin,n4;  aa  mKm»mPio«^ 
gant  pratanalM,  SU;  what  aaaaittr  tan  tkt 
Bgdut  Oa  lairtaaa  eondnet  of  tba  FiMbkit  .' » 

tmetftonBoiMBhlatoar.lU;  -It>nb«>^ 
to  mid  the  imoitftate   IhlBgi  Jbi 
ywi^"SUL 

8ea«tai7  of  tha  B«nto  TiBdisalid,  ^  ^ 
tloiM,  U«;  the  flnt  eontaloa  lny^*S 
waan  trrtng  an  Impaa<ihnMBt,SU;  tti  tf>>^ 

iagaiMlm  of  the  Banata,  AT;  twa 
mMta  girfng  m  at  tha  auna  tlBM,  ST ;  tt* 

«al  aw  •  hWi  orime,  MT ;  the  a^wd^T  * 
Is  (A  trial,  SU i  ebargaa  ^dad  tka  BMtti[[;°^ 

ftattr  ftr  Oa  BasMtoirta  IM*  t^*fT3, 
plBOBtoplaaa,IU;  *•  »«*lW''*5Jl7*l 
Bank  of  thaUntted  Statw  lathe Tm^J"*^ 
Btat«,  Sl» ;  the  aaaond  woliilte 
>r,  Sl»;  extraot  from  a  Mtn  i^M^j^^y 
one  of  thaTeaaonalbmmeTfaf  tlia^iF'^^'^^ 
ezpandoni  aad  oontnwtloaii  Mi  * 
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net  oolr  mi  muimw/  tw^  Tiln,  Ml  j  moda  of  curUllinent 
iUefkl,£81;  utrMta  fron  tbs  twnk  report,  MS;  pnbUo 
TnwMini  gtWag  Bp  talaflmwa  OoBgwii,  MB;  fbtgttti 
iHM  mad*  iVt  HI ;  aaoOMr  iMMkik  ■■dgHd  te  flu  T»> 
tnondctf  titedapodtaiSM;  ivartartlwZMiMton,SM; 
iaMtiudltbwifchwdlfc«iV««!plTH<fthapal>ltoBM>BeyT 
SSi. 

The  statsmant  of  tlio  on  waj  be  glraa  In  a  fnr 
words,  SSfi;  tito  SemtKry  has  antinly  Ailed  to  maka 
oatldaJiiaUllcall(Hi,t35;  aUpoBtfcal  powarBtmdar  our 
frM  Insdbitlofia  are  tnut  powers,  996 ;  haattw  Saoretaiy 
tanwuided  the  Umttof  Uapmmr  IM;  Ua  il^t  to 
niaka  aneb  dlqiaaltfoB  oTfliam  aa  tba  ^iMe  iBtatMt  n- 
qidrad,  8ST;  Oongraaa  noT*r  poeaeeted  the  power  which 
tba  Secretary  cbdms  for  It,  the  bank  charter  a 
oontract,38T;  the  wlude  extent  of  power  «HitlBR«d  Upon 
]ilin,8S8;  be  la  BlmplTui  ageot  of  the  govenunaDt,  228; 
be  dalma  to  be  the  oi^an  of  the  voloe  of  the  people, 
SX8;  he  conclndea  that  Congreaa  had  nothlof  to  do  with 
flie  anlifeet,  8S9 ;  be  aaatonea  Jodldal  poweia  anr  tba 
bank,  U9;  next  prooaada  to  aq>arriaa  flw  gwataat 
optmXUm  aftha  bank,  flW ;  ba  aOagaa  tiiat  Oo  bank 
baa  interfered  wfth  tba  polltlea  ot  the  eoontiT,  819;  the 
Prealdeat  placed  the  present  Secretarj  In  power  ez- 
preadr  with  a  view  to  the  remoral  of  the  depodta,  B80. 

What  waa  antidpnted  from  tba  deUbantlons  of  the 
Senate  f  281 ;  what  waa  doneT  S81;  were  the  deporita  le- 
gally and  ooBatltBtiotullf  remored,  381 ;  the  President 
eonplabMd  of  bf  glrlng  bla  reaaoaa  to  the  paofde,  SSI  j 
flie  tifitt  el  flta  Beewtay  to  ratpore,  and  bla  pvwar  to 
pimce  tlMm  eliawbere,  qnaetloDed,  881 ;  farther  debate, 
S>2,S8a 

The  dlstreflg  ftr  more  deeply  seated  than  the  morer 
of  the  leatdatlanB  thon^t,  SU;  the  mnoval  of  the  do- 
poelts  not  ajnstlflable  oanoe  of  the  diatreaa,  9U;  IT  ao, 
•  Blngalar  dl^n^ortton  between  the  oanse  and  efleot, 
884;  tbe  power  of  fhe  bnk  meat  darmlng  and  tremeiH 
dana,a8B;  tnieiei4orth«dlaaaBabBra,ttO;  IfwoTleUI, 
the  trinmpb  of  fUa  iMtltatlM  la  eom  plate,  SM ;  the 
gOTMOBMntlntandad  bjttw  fhuafa  «f  the  eonaHtntlon 
tobeahaidniaQejrtownniant,SM;  If  the  rtgbta  of 
the  bank  hare  bean  Tiolated,  riiall  not  the  wrong  be  re- 
dieosedT  It  Is  asked,  SH;  the  bank,  al  least,  haa  no  Jut 
caaaa  Ibr  OMnpIalnt,  S8T;  It  Is  aatd  the  ExeoatlTe  has 
osorped  power  over  the  pabUe  pane,  887 ;  the  power  of 
the  pmae  la  the  power  at  taxatlm  and  spproprtatton, 
S88;pnTUonlnfha«hvtarg«ttlibuk,»8;  tbepnb- 
llen«aiiirr,S88;  tbaAwldcat  nidar  Oe  dnty  of  an- 
perintendlng  the  Eseentlre  departmeati,aN;  ftmda- 
mental  thtory  of  the  ecmstttaUon  In  regard  to  Snea- 
tlre  power,  880;  debate  In  the  fliat  Congress,  210 ;  an- 
thorl^  of  Mr.  Jelbrson,  840;  his  remarka  on  a  single 
ExecntiTB,8«>;  pnetlee  of  VaaUagton,  Ml;  It  is  said 
the  beads  ef  departmente  wen  leaponalUe  to  and  ooni- 
pdlaUa  to  aotbyoonrts  efJiiittaatSU;  tbedootrinee 
of  Uaibsi7  eaa^  8tt;  annm  of  Jafltaicia,  M;  im^ 
Stt;Tla«ief  JtflbiB0n,«8;nevtt«laUea,a<8;>'latb« 
inldrt    a  ranlBtton,*M;  TCBaifc<rfBtift^  Md. 

Preaentatlonitfreaolntlonsadi^tedln  Boston,  MB;  a 
aerere  preesnre  on  the  emDmudtr,  which  OoBgreat 
oQ^t  to  Tellera,  if  It  oan,  845;  opeiatloa  ct  the  late 
measare  of  the  Beeretarjr,  945 ;  tba  <mlj  roraedjr,  845 ; 
power  irf  the  PreetdentoTsrthaTreasiuj,  840;  what  Is 
XxecntlTe  power!  846;  poweta  sad  duties  of  the  Prest- 
deHt,S4e;  tbe aet astaUlBbing  the departmenta,  8« ;  It 
la  Mid,  the  datlea  of  the  Beeretary  are  exeontlTe  in 
tiult  ehanKtar,H8;  dlflsrant fkraie  and  oonatnethm 
of  the  law  creating  the  three  anbordlnato  departmente, 
848;  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  la  the  Tresrair,  849; 
power  of  remoTal  from  offloe  averted  to  exist  tn  the 
EaaeoUve,  840 ;  Ibutdlnthe  SnonttnoraaooaBtlT't 
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SW;  lllMtnttaM,aoO;  tbo teoolaUons  ol^aetloBaUo  In 
ftmMidnbilaBoe,80B;  tbedl^oattlonitf  tbed^odta 
la  nettber  a  prfmair  ta  preUnrinair,  bat  n  dependant 
qnestlOB,  aSB;  ol||)eetloBiMdotoaotlnisartbsAmga^ 
SB8;  tbo  Praatdent  amdpied  for  the  exercise  of  a 
osarped  anthority  over  the  pnblle  treasure,  3S8;  It  Is 
alleged  that  the  terma  of  the  aet  establishing  the  Treaa- 
nry  Department  prove  that  the  Becretar;  Is  not  nnder 
theoontroloftbeExeeutiTe,8B4;  the  Preatdent  and  late 
Secretary  seem  to  bare  well  ondeistood  their  respee 
tire  powers  and  obUgattons,  854;  does  the  Baonlair 
dlaln  tUa  oxtanatTe,  oxdnalTo  power  f  MIL 

liodon  to  laftr  the  r^ert  and  reaolntlMB  to  tbo  Com* 
■dtteoMiFbianee,  856;  carried,  8C5;  report,  M5;  print- 
ing ordered,  SSK 

Vhat  does  the  report  of  the  eommittee  amonnt  to  t 
KM);  onion  ef  the  purse  and  aword  In  the  President,  850; 
the  first  reaolntlon  inrolTaa  the  qneatlon  of  pcdltloal 
power,  85^,  If  the  aeeond  reaohitlon  ccderad  a  reotor^ 
tlOB,  sad  the  Seoietary  reftaaed  to  eomplT',  what  was  to 
bedoao  wlthhim?  SR. 

tlono  of  the  two  Hotisee  regarding  the  oondnet  of  the 
EzeontlTe  relatlTe  to  the  bank  presented,  868;  al^^- 
mate  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  States,  888 ;  dnty 
of  the  BepreaentaUre  to  eonform  explldtly  to  the  In* 
ateneUms  of  the  oonstttnent  body  in  sH  cases  of  expe- 
dlan^,  SOB;  tooor  of  tbe  Instraetloiis,  268;  colndde 
wfth  tbe  resolnttons,  864;  ftether  remarks,  2«4;  redg«- 
nattOB  of  Bnutor  BiT«^  SOIL 

The  first  raadnHon  sllegaa  an  illegal  and  nnoonstlta- 
tlnal  oxenlso  <rf  power  by  tbe  Praatdent,  ST8 ;  tbo 
powera  of  the  Ooremment  are  divided  Into  leglslatiTa, 
execntlTC,  and  Jndlola],  818;  tbe  Presldenfa  power 
depends  upon  the  limit  assigned  to  tbe  ezeenttre  pow- 
er,873;  tbo  Treesnry  Department  was  created  an  ex- 
eentlre  department  equally  with  thoee  whoee  ezeentlTe 
ehaiMtor  baa  aorarboM  daidad,>IS;  tbe  PraMetfh 
pOwa^nS;  dUterenee  of  apbiton  in  tbo  power  «( to- 
moral  In  tbe  flratConcMm,SM;  what  are  the  dottee  of 
the  PresldentT  8T5;  a  duty  Introsted  to  the  discretion 
of  thA  Becretary,  Is  a  dnty  confided  to  the  discretion  of 
tbe  eMoatlTO  department  of  the  Ooverament,  STB;  tbe 
President  has  not  assumed  an  nneonatltntkmal  power  in 
tboremoTaloftheBeoretary,S76;  the  aeeond  reetduttoa 
flda  flw  no  legislation  and  bade  to  no  rssnlt,  STO ;  ore  tbo 
tmmm  aarigned  Ij  tbo  Boentair  aatUMfanrt  SSI; 
their  reatorallon  to  tbe  bank  qoeatiosable,  001 ;  flurtber 
cUAate,«>l;flntreoohitliw  agreed  to,  801;  aMoBdMoo- 
Intlon  agreed  to,  808. 

Beaolntlona  considered,  804;  peatponement  mored, 
8M;  reotdntlaa  to  postpone  until  the  bank  anbmltted  to 
s  full  examination,  fte^  oflbred,  804;  right  of  Congress 
to  examine  Into  tbe  oondnet  and  alMis  of  the  bank,  864; 
grounda  upon  wUdi  tbo  il^  la  baaed,  SH;  oxtnetfkoiii 
BamaiMi,S04;  ItironldbotlghtoTaBir  nomlMoadaat 
w«  fanpotod  to  tt;  dung*  <tf  tbo  OonmiBent  dlreo- 
ton^seO;  aellon  of  PHUamant  «a  tto  oqrcf  diatreaa  of 
tbe  XngUab  people,  SM;  motioa  to  postpone,  lost,88T; 
ralgtnal  resoluttou  paaaed,  867. 

jRi  As  Sonta.—'Bto  motion  to  refer  the  Secretai7?s 
npmt  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  Ac^  oon- 
>Mqred,8&8;  It  is  due  to  tbe  bank  that  tba  pnblio  money 
be  restored  to  It,  893;  the  President,  and  not  the  Becre- 
tary, remored  the  depoeiU,  899;  what  waa  tbe  emergoDoy 
Oat  oiotnlned  tbo  Prnddaat  to  fid*  aot  only  li^ 
di^baftirotbonoatlag<^OoaigreaaT  SOB;  tfOcnUyof 
aaosrtainlng  the  grounds  upon  wbIA  this  poww  of  re- 
moral  hss  been  assumed,  898;  title  of  Henry  IT.  of 
Eu^aad,S88;  In  what  manner  and  fbr  what  porposowai 
tbo  {MMUtSoeHtaijrbnvi^  Into  oOea^BHi  tbo  only 
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nlwtutlal  ground  aadgaai  tar  the  ntnorcl  of  tlM  d«- 
poelta,  SH;  Uu  chaigs  agidiMt  the  bmnk,  wUeh  b  the 
moTliif  canw  of  tbli  penecntton,  S9S;  power  VMted  In 
tlMPMUnt«rtbab«ik,>9fi;  Coograw  oiled  upon  to 
Ttndloata  id  right  to  the  guidUnahlp  of  tbo  pobUo 
bBMnn,aS;  the pnblls dlrtraa, Ml 

It  to  add  flu  PiMideBt  tot  nmuperandft^nBtte 
nmoTlng  the  late  Becretur,  89T ;  bj  what  tenon  doea 
the Secntarj hold Uaoffloel  «H\  the utreeogniMathe 
eoutltotlonBl  power  to  remove  the  Baentarjr  tn  the 
pNieldent,S>7i  If  Ua  power  U  aboeed,  the  ooRMdm  to 
In  the  hands  of  the  people,  898. 

Tbe  eradftlon  of  the  oooatiy  Is  tha  pnetieal  aiuwer 
to  the  Seerotarj^  leaaona,  888 ;  changa  la  the  countiT' 
la  three  montba  wlthont  azaniide,  SN;  Ito  atats  pr*- 
Tlaaalr.SW;  eovnepmaiwdhr  tba  Beentaix.dDO;  the 
ehange  of  tbe  deposits  is  u  extraordlnarf  mode  of  pre- 
TentlDg  their  application  to  the  porpoaea  of  political 
power.  400;  attempt  of  Charles  IL,  400;  thoqnestionof 
remed7,40L 

De&noe  of  theSecietarjimaeceaisrj',  40S;  alsoof  th» 
SioeuUTa,  dOS;  who  oeoDpled  thto  Hall  when  th«  Pml- 
dent  came  Into  offteaT  408;  those  who  ehartei«d  the 
bask  ara  reipOBtf ble  fn  th»  lataiftnnee  of  Ita  offlean  In 
aleetloDa,  408;  depostto  remered  not  from  ^pnhaulon 
tftnaol<rene7of  the  bank,  408;  origin  of  onrpreaaotdla- 
tiesa,  404;  aflUr  of  the  three  per  «onta^  404;  relatlou 
•xlatlng  between  tha  bank  and  the  govamment,  400 ; 
QoreiDment  boond  bj  tts  obligations  to  the  oonntrj  to 
nBMTO  the  depoalts,  400;  tttect  of  tbe  ooune  of  tbe 
bank,  408;  cmdnot  oT  tha  bank  aoeh  as  to  excite  slann, 
408;  bow  the  old  bank  vonnd  np  Its  owoem^  401;  tha 
0(»traa^4O7;  oanae  itftheBaoretai7^remonl,407;  «s- 
tract  fhnn  tbe  aot<tf  1816;  407;  gronnds  reoMtad  to  In 
order  to  JnstUythaactof  tbe  Becretar]',40S;  whattothe 
eonaeqnence  If  we  acqnlesoe  in  the  doctrine  contended 
Cir  br  the  Secrelaryr  408;  Congress  had  not  the  right 
to  tnasfer  tha  power  claimed  for  the  Execntlre,  400;  a 
pledge  to  the  bank  for  the  oontlnuanoe  of  the  depodtg, 
40» ;  Its  bonoa,  410 ;  tbe  course  pnmwd  bjr  the  bank, 
410;  badlradTtoed,4U;  idle  to  pretond  that  tha  tnna- 
Iv  of  a  ftw  mtlUons  has  lad  to  thto  dtotrei\  411 ;  tha 
tank  lus  mada  war  vptm  tbe  people,  411 ;  It  knows  Its 
own  power,  411;  what  has  this  boidcd<meT  418;  pobUo 
money  not  safe  In  thU  bank,  41S ;  let  iu  nerre  oonelTes 
to  this  confllot,  413 ;  the  deposits  ought  to  have  been  re 
moved  In  order  to  put  In  operation  some  other  system 
of  finance,  418;  no  bank  charter  can  be  granted  wbUe 
tba  MHWtltntlOD  TCmalaa  nnchnngad,  418;  whers  ibnU 
we  find  a  flscal  agent  that  oan  flB  tha  placo  of  the  bank? 
414;  bsTa  nona  trtt  thoogbt  of  n  union  between  the 
bank  and  tbe  Prsddmt?  414;  ttw  Sbtt*  banks  hava  asp- 
ante  and  dlsUnot  Intereeta,  4U. 

The  question  Is,  wheUwr  tbe  Tnuarj  shall  gorem  or 
tbe  people,  419;  whatwss  the  condition  of  the  coontiy 
while  the  money  was  in  charge  of  tbe  baokT  415;  what 
tonowthe  condition  of  the  conntiyr  415;  what  tothe 
prospect  before  nat  4U;  dangerooa  to  nnite  money  and 
political  power,  41T;  the  tnw  canse  of  all  wo  aea  and 
baar,417;  fhrtherdebBte,418, 418,410;  Imsjoinad be- 
tween tha  Seorotairwd  flu  bank,  4«;  It  to  said  the 
Tmasnijr  Department  U  not  an  execntlTe  depsrtatent, 
dU;  tbe  word  "department,"  4SS ;  bis  responslbUl^ 
mnst  be  ascertained  from  the  nature  of  the  duties  he 
mnst  perfonn,^;  conld  tbe  law  make  the  Treasnry  De- 
partment Independent  of  the  Bxecntlvof  4S3;  thecon- 
sUtntlon  makes  the  officer  reqmoslble  to  the  Ezecn- 
ttTS,  424;  Ibr  tbe  exerdse  of  this  snperlntuidlag  power 
Am  President  haa  been  danonaaed  as  •  Casar,  4S4; 
further  remaiks,  490;  tha  Baantaiy^  r^ott,  488;  first 
pMpodtlM^  486;  aaeoBd pnpoilllan, 487. 


Bapwt  of  tbe  committee  of  lefcrnct,  V>:  y^z. 
called  far,  488;  ezpUnatico  (tf  theCbdrUbcU- 
the  reading  was  of  right  when  called  ix, 
latfana,44IL 

A  ftotlttoiia  luportanea  glra  to  tHa  aift.  l 
wbr  haa  Oto  been  dsaet  444;  the  ^smrs  it « 
nitlad  to  be  settled  OQ  tts  neriti,  44};  ito«a- 
tlraal  power  of  the  Preddent  aadBemti7,lfi 
priety  and  expadleiKT  of  tbe  remeTil,4IS;  atf^: 
bankT  44S;  fte  what  parpcae  ensieir  W;qs^ 
ontkePreBldciit,448;  tbe  bank  iplsrtihi^^i.-^ 
retro^ect  of  tba  post,  441 ;  wbe  now  csrah  in  ^ 
posltor  44S;  MM*  of  the  dtobw  to  Immt^t' 
what  eaucd  Um  dtotoan  «t  tbsss  pvieliT  U :  on 
the  praMnt  dtalnaa,  448;  Beast«flkh|«iK 
oroonfldeBce,  418;  esndnetof  tbe  bad:liiHe^» 
tlon  of  that  In  1811,450;  is  Andrew  JxbniT^- 

4a& 

"Wbat  exense  ean  be  oObred  JbrssdiMi^K^ 
tlon  and  luiardons  exerdse  of  pown  lb  SKr^'-' 
451;  the  airtboia  of  thto  experiment  srsiMolwi-  ^ 
ly  H  on  In  tha  samo  re<*lewiylilt,4a;  whkis 
bas  kindled  tb«  eonflaaratlni  now  mqiif  f-tv 
laadT  4Bi;  bant  thir  Admlnli*-^ 
n  fingsr  to  reUera  the  oooBby  r  tiB;  Id  vU^c - 
tiie  Pr«aldent  rsodro  the  oompldiitirflhepKtr'^ 
tbe  people  are  not  to  be  pat  off  la  thb  nj.H'  -- 
remedy  by  which  the  eoontiy  is  tobeR!ii)*«i.«  t 
thMi^  of  Cromwell  for  the  eeom  theAte-JS»  ' 
are  porsnii^bM;  -riews  of  tbe  deitli/ >k<  Ic- 
racechanged,454;  boat  of  banks  ylsjlu^g" 
on  the  rssolatiOH^468u 

IRsA  JeMsliitiPM^-JbBMrisl  pi^>n»' 
flC  file  daporits  pranantAd,  481 ;  iMOtatiM,  IB: » 
morial  calls  on  Congress  to  rlndieats 
powers,  481;  tbe  resolatlons  sllbet  tte  ttM?  if - 
GoTemment,481;  isltsaidthejbB»Bob«^^' 
ttoninvlewT  493;  la  there  no  isbmb     >  li^' 
ofpowemandrightsbyusf  4£8;tbspK>Wit«*="  I 
ing,489;  extnets,  4S8;  tha  «ntstitoMil<^' 
488;  Ibither  *»«»»<"^*»a»  oCthe  sriwUiA^  >■  ^ 
tn  tha  soiHtUattoD that  tim mrto4r  «ftbi  pitt<»' 
mnt  be  Utmted  to  tbe  BsaertlTa  IkpiiKUf 
48^  487;  the  custody  mwt  be  to  CoBgm^  f^ 
rf  CongTMB,  4S8;  aU  power  ^'^^JT, 
claimed  by  the  KxwotUvb,  488 ;Cos(re"<«*:  i 
<rfthe  bands     the  Executive  DffsrtnW*^  I 
and  oontrol  of  the  pidtlie  mon^  '^.'^.^ 
488 ;  the  preeent  to  «  qneaUim  sf eBrtlB*•*^ 
4B8;  oanganUamenntttewn  wlttort*^*^ 
Ibr  lellaf  of  tba  town  and  ooaatttatiM!  ft 

laid  01  the  taUe,  48a  ^^.^o" 
Joint  tMwtntlons  ft«ai  th«  Sssab  Ff^  ' 
Hoase,ea  tha  •ettoa  of  the  Saastvy.*: 

tsMo,«!t  , 

Besolatlon  for  the  r^etOTsUca  ti*  *P°"  . 
the  taUe,4»5;  tbe  bsnk  most  wind  spin  f^*^, 
a  general  metalUo  onireney  •"P**^!^  '  *" 
tomsofa|9i«aohlngaqnalli,<Ui  haii*^  . 
mar  on  tbs  opwatlona  of  lbs  G«t«m»«"- 
ptMttoaUe  to  restoe  n  hsrd  mom?  r«*  u 
Btates  persist  In  the  present  lisiikl*  ^ 
operation  of  the  State  Ooveroiwi*  'T^:,^. 
amendments,  CSS;  theUUrcqnlK*'^'*^.,'^;. 
per  cent  inteteet  on  the  ''*'vni 


bulks  at  the  Bonth  and  genthweA  fit; 

the  third  reading,  esS;  paMd,  tS- 

A  UU  to  depodttto 

with  the  BlateM«S;  Ua  3 

otitwtbw  nsi  *>>• 

amM7  to  dtotribato  UBOBi  Uw  BUt^  ^ 
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loui,  7«;  never  b«niMld,T«;  tto  inla  of  dlatribaUoa 
oltleotioiMble,  7<T ;  ut^Milrt  to  Ou  lud  bUI,  787. 

2To  otiwr  plan  to  Hft,  anehnit,  end  frea  ftoiii  tH^ao- 
Uon,  TOB;  ItlsaUtbe  States  voaMaiitnfku>d,T>B;  It 
Is  objected  to  tbe  nUo  of  dlatrlbntlon,  7<8;  this  jdas 
compared  with  otlien,  7M ;  what  wfQ  be  done  with  the 
■arptiuT  7T0;  if  we  have  not  the  power  to  distribute, 
bow  can  we  loan  f  770;  create  a  bias  In  opposition  to  a 
fUr  and  effident  admlnWratlon  of  the  FMwal  Oorarn- 
mcnt,  TTO;  there  will  be  no  Hnrplu,  1T9;  flntbar debate^ 
TTS;  bill  paMed,  778;  la  the  HooM  aBuadmnt  mada^ 
TT4;  Benato  vtmaat,  7T4;  pawed,  T7T. 

DicEENVOK,  PHiLuioir,  BeproMntatlTe  ftom  New  Jatser, 

sss, 

I>iCKiireoK,  Datid  W.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Tenseaseei, 

8SC. 

Bicsaox  Jomr,  BepreaentattT*  ftom  New  Totk,  885;  on 
slarery  la  tbe  XHstrlet  of  ColunbU.  6N.  Sm  Mm, 
ToLlL 

IHplomatie  Addr*M»et.-S4*  T»<Uai,  toL  9. 

J>lplomatta  Int«roow«.~S««  Tndtm,  vol  S. 
J>Mnirtmi«HU  tffPvWe  JToMy-Ae  IndM,  toL  7. 
J>UiburHng  and  AoeewUtng  Qffleen.—8»»  Jndtct,  toL  10. 
JHnnal  Saamp  CkMok—Su  Indta,  Tola.  6, 9: 
JHsireat,  AiNIa— In  tbe  Senate  a  resolution  of  fnqnlrr 

relative  to  extending  the  pajment  of  re  venae  bonds, 

SM;  amendment  BiOTad,M>;  dlstreasat  New  Orleans, 

188;  «i  iriiBtltmiKled,  OS;  latter,  ^,«HL 
P«Mf0M— In  the  Senate,  proeewUogs  of  a  pnbllo 

meeting  la  New  Bedford,  presented  SSS;  the  placo, 

tSB ;  Its  eltlMna  and  their  pursuits,  SSS. 
Potltloa  ftom  dtlaea*  of  Newari^  New  Jersar,  prajr- 

Ingforthe  reatomttoa  of  the  depoalla  to  Ot»  baahs, 

flouldared,  ML 
Froeeedlnga  of  meetings  In  Uorria  and  Borllxgton 

Cosntlea,  presented,  eorapUnlnc  of  dlitnasbj' removal 

of  the  d^writa,  m 
Uemorial  of  dUsMu  at  PUladdpUa,  oomplaIalQ«  of 

distress  cansed  by  the  ramovid  of  the  deposit^  SSe ; 

bronght  on  by  a  committee,  S58;  thdrstatemeata;SS8; 

moved  to  roftr  to  the  Coaimlttee  on  Flnaaoe  and  print, 

«a& 

Proceedings  of  a  meatlag  la  Burke  ooaaty.  North 
Carolina,  presented,  S88;  Immadlats  ftlaDds  of  this  Chief 
Uagtstrate,  258 ;  their  opinion  not  the  sense  of  the  peo- 
ple of  North  Cardlaa,  KD. 

FeStloa  of  dliiena  at  ^Mtsmoath,  New  Bampshire, 
presented,  £09;  complain  of  distress  by  tba  lemoval  of ; 
the  deposits,  S99;  note  eoUtarj  friend  ot  the  admlnl^ 
tratlon  signed  It,  S3S ;  extract  from  a  letter  from  Ports- 
month,  S60. 

Memorial  from  Biehmoad,  Ttrflala,  presented,  S60 ; 
charaoter  of  the  menorlaUatib  980;  Oelr  eomidalntB, 
WO;  their  request,  9ta 

Iteraorials  from  dl Arant  parte  of  New  Jmaer  pre- 
■onted,Sn;deta%Sa. 

Uemortal  of  dtlloos  of  Portland,  Iblno,  praaeated, 
Sn ;  statements  of  the  memorfsl,  S81 ;  eharactor  of  the 
slgiiei«,S62;  the  existing dbitrsiB  la  tbft  motey  maAet, 
S62;  conduct  of  the  baak,M9;  dedaiationaf  what  the 
bank  would  do,  S68. 

Petitions  from  Coaaeetioat  preeeated,  flSS;  their 
details,  960. 

Besolntleaa  of  dtlzane  of  Onmliedaiid  Conalj,  New 
Jenofi  presenled,  US. 

UemorlaI<tfdtlzensofBaltlBune,9(S;  brooghtoab; 
a«oamilttee,9B;  details,  ttS> 

Nemorlal  of  dtlzeaa  of  Betka  Ooaatj,  PennqrlTanla, 
preiented,M5;  ao  diatlaetion  of  party,  MB;  ao longer 


Insist  that  these  meraorlala  emanated  frvm  partjfeet 
incSie;  tUs  straggle  aoi  a  party  etngsl*)  Ml 

Henorislftomeitlieae  of  LotdsvlUa)  pteaeated^sM; 
ebaraeter  of  the  msmorfallati^  986 ;  Mdatenee  of  dsen 
wldeH^read  sad  nnexam|ded  dlrti'ee*)  no  loager  dle- 
pat«d,8«. 

Memerislsfhnn  Msiwarhnsetle  resented,  S8T;  details, 
S8T. 

UemMlal  ftom  NewcastU^  IMaware^  presented,  S87 ; 
n^eatabUUr  of  the  dgaan,  967. 

BasolnHoaa  «f  a  mooting  In  Philadelphia  preaented, 
967;  remoBstrato  agalaat  the  louotal  of  the  depodt^ 
967;  tbe  pore  nnadalteisted  fHenda  of  Oeneral  Jaokaon 
memoriallilDg  Congress,  967;  Tlews  of  the  memorial- 
ists, S«&. 

Uemorlsls  from  Essex  Connty,  New  Jener,praeeBted, 
STO;  no  pothouse  pfriltleians,  STOi 

MemoiisI  frt«n  I^neaster  County,  Penusrlvnnla,  pre- 
sented, 270 ;  the  frequent  memorials  should  Impreia  oa 
the  mlads  of  those  who  administer  tbe  goveranvsn^  the 
aacaadty  of  a  prompt  and  effldant  roBiedr,  ITft 

Memorial  from  PhUadelphla  meehaalos  preaented, 
970;  ebaraoter  of  tbe  signers,  970. 

Besolntioni  of  the  Haasaehnaetta  LcgislataTe  pressnt- 
«d,S70;  how  passed,  870;  their  exprassloa,  970l 

Uemorlsl  ftom  Borlington,  Termoat;  pnonted,  971; 
Ite  signers,  2T1 ;  their  chanotor,  S71. 

Uemorlal  from  Paterson,  New  Jerser,  presented, 
971 ;  bnslaeas  of  Patenon,  971 ;  lustmetlOBB  of  the  New 
Jetacr  LcgliUtim  to  her  Qpoaton,  971;  dlangnda^ 

at 

ICamoiUI  ftom  Pet«ibnrft  Tlrgbdo,  preaented,  IISl 
Iteawrtal  fima  Brooktya,  New  Toifc,  pmaestod,  Sn ; 

the  resolutions,  278 ;  Its  signers,  S7& 

Hemorlals  presentod  ftom  lfalne,97T;  aseribe  the 
evils  to  the  SxeeoUve,  S77;  ask  the  restoration  of  the 
depoBtU,S77, 

Uemorlal  ftom  Aeooaisek  Connty,  Ylrjrtnla,  present- 
ed, m;  eharaeter  of  the  atgneta^  977;  isanaaaliata 
agidnst  the  exeoative  procsedlnp,  977. 

Protest  from  Boston,  presented,  977;  against  flie  re- 
seat proeeedlnp  gf  the  Sxeeatlv*  rejecting  the  pnb- 
llo  mos«7, 977;  Itedgnera,  977;  Ite  statemeali^ 87K 

Memorial  from  Bridgeport,  Coaaeotlen^  ptissatea, 
S80;  Its  signers,  880;  Bridgeport,  980. 

Memorial  ftom  the  Pblladelphla  ""^'witf,  prweat 
cd,  esi ;  Its  Btetements,  SSI 

Memorial  ftom  New  Orleans,  prsasated,  SBl;  Uw 
large  meeting,  S81 ;  ito  proceedings,  S8L 

Memorial  flrom  Uonmooth,  Oloncaster  and  Bualsidaa 
Cooatlea,  New  Jerser,  preaented,  98< ;  optaloa  of  Ike 
memorialists,  981. 

UeaMilal  from  New  Torkpreaented,  981;  umber  of 
Its  signers,  981;  dianMtor,881. 

Memorial  ftom  tmdars  la  the  Taller  of  the  IQaatealpM 
S84. 

Memorials  ftom  Mairland,  presented  986;  cborantiff 
and  pnrsults  of  the  dgnen,  S89, 

Proceedings  of  a  meeting  In  Chambenbnrn  Fem^^ 
vanla,  presented,  £M ;  the  Connty  of  Franklin,  89ft 

Memorials  from  Bhode  Island,  presented,  998;  opin- 
ions of  the  memorialists,  «ft 

Kemwlal  frwa  Lyrm.  Masasalniaetta,  praaanted,  996 ; 
tlw  bnilnnia  of  LrnB,986;  when  win  this  IboUshex- 
perimeat  bo  abandoned}  207. 

The  dally  morning  spparitlmi  d  Uieae  petitions  a 
novelty  here,  S97 ;  presented  In  a  novel  manner,  81^7. 

Uemorlal  from  Philadelphia,  presented,  297;  reepoo- 
taUUtyorthedgnets,S9T;  their  pnisnlts,  897. 

Young  Man's  dlstrem  mrawrlal,  of  PhUadalphia,  oro- 
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Hiit«d,9BT;  BOBibwofblgBaii^  VT;  floumltteetsMiig 
It  on,  297 ;  the  yonug  men,  SIT;  their  tIvws  aaA  opln- 
loDa,9g8;  remrka  In  fttor  andtgibiat  tha  prefer  of 
the  memoriaUate,  S98, 899. 

Kemorlkl  thnn  Le^ngton,  Kentoe^,  pmnted,  tM ; 
Its  tigneis,  800 ;  ita  subject,  800; 

Memorial  from  Albn^,  preimtod,  800;  that  cUy, 
800;  Its tnidiMu^  800 ;  aoitliiuiitsof  tlwdpuntSOO. 

MemorUl  from  Bath,  ICaine,  presented,  SOS ;  Its  Oga- 
en,  801;  Mofe,  coetof  printing,  80K. 

Uotion  to  ascertain  ib»  nomber  of  rigneta  to  dia- 
treaa  petni<HiB,  804 ;  dif&oalt  to  ezeente  the  order,  804 ; 
abaolute  predalon  aot  tteoessBr^,  805 ;  motion  adopted 
805. 

UemorlaU  from  Tro7  and  Bchenectady,  preaanted, 
SOT ;  bear  teBtlmony  to  fbo  preralenoe  of  th«  dlatreaa, 
SOT;  the  dinnul  praentatlon  of  petitlms,  808;  tho 
Jeremiah  CoBgTMB)  808. 

Memorial  from  Prtaoe  George  County,  Maryland, 
preeented,  83fll 

Number  of  dgnera  of  petttiotw,  884. 

Additional  report  aa  to  the  number  of  rignera  <^ 
memorlala,  ST8 ;  debate,  878;  printing  ordered,  878, 
DMrtlmtim  ^t\e  JJernnue.— &e  />ufw,  toL  10. 
I>ittrict  Q^CMwmMO.— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  enporatloa*  o(  TSl;  the  bill  to  extend  the 
chaitam  of  buk>  in,  puwd,  771.  JMao^  tOIb.  S,  8, 
fl^T. 

JXvorcM  I*  eu  DUtrtd  of  OitumMa.'-See  Huleu,  rols. 

DoDDUMs,  Philif,  dooeMO  ot,  13St  Sm  Ind«m,  Tola.  10^  11. 

JkmMUe  Xawitfiusture^^Sae  Indee,  toL  EL 

I>ra/u}badB  on  B^JIntd  Sugar.—Beo  Indeai,  toL  10,  i>uUM 

J>ravibac3ttir~JS»»  ladtUt  TOla.  1  and  10^  JhittM. 
2>)MBftv,  (TomMAv,  Ah-iSlw/nAa^  TdB.  t,  IL 
Dntour,  Jossp^  Bepreeentatlre  ftom  UliKria,  880.  Sm 

/rntMs  TOl&  9, 10,  IL 
Dmup,  WiLLUic  C  Bepreaentatire  from  Tenneeaee^  8S& 
I>uUm,  JHtoHminaUHg.'-See  Iitdxa,  yoI  la 
IhiltM  9»  S»port»,Oimpromi»»XU.— la  the  Senate,  nn- 
nntal  manner  of  proceeding,  81 ;  tvo  objeols  in  Tlew  in 
preeeoting  the  bin,  89;  the  firat  looks  to  the  tariff,  83; 
irhat  are  the  oomplalnta  which  nn1uq>plly  divide  the 
people  <tf  tUa  eoontiyr  88 ;  flnt  soetlini  of  ttta  bill,  88 ; 
Beeond  eeetloo,  88 ;  third  aeotlon,  88 ;  fintithaeotlon,  88 ; 
fAJeetions  which  may  be  made  to  the  bill,  88 ;  dlaouilon 
on  the  motion  for  leave,  84;  the  agitating  qnestion 
dionld  be  brought  to  a  termination,  84 ;  the  diffienltles 
DUUt  be  adjnsted  on  the  prinelples  of  thla  bill,  84 ;  a  bill 
Uke  thla  may  consUtatiooally  originate  In  the  Senate, 
66 ;  leave  to  Introdnco  the  bill  granted,  85. 
Beaolntiona  on  the  tariff  (rffered,  89^ 
KottaotorefrrthecomprHnlaebUl  to  tbe  eommlttee 
OB  maniiflwtarea,88;  «  leleot  oommlttM  mmd,  88; 
curied,ec 

Bill  reported  vlth  TarloDa  imendmcnts,  111 ;  ordered 
to  be  printed.  111 ;  leading  prorlalons,  111 ;  home  valna- 
tlon  moved,  tlS ;  objected  to,  as  an  Increase  of  dn- . 
tlea,  112;  ol^ectloDS  to  It  Insnrmonntable,  118;  ^re 
a  preference  to  ports  In  difforent  States,  113 ;  meosore 
for  the  relief  of  South  Carolina,  118 ;  bad  in  theory,  118 ; 
would  not  go  into  operation  for  some  years,  118 ;  its  nn- 
oqoal  operation,  118 ;  this  bin  agreed  to  only  for  the 
•ake  of  Gooeltiatloa;  what  is  the  oltleot  of  this  nmead- 
moitT  118;  preaaat'ralnatlonlsTlrtaaUfsluRno'mit* : 
gtlon,  114. 

Home  valnatioii  impracticable  and  unknown  in  any 
legislation,  114 ;  It  tends  to  a  violation  of  the  constltn- ' 
ttrai.  lU!  U        destroy  the  effect  of  t^  ^  ultimate  ■ 
▼  per  oenL,  lU ;  r'        ^tal  to 


So^bem  porta,  11*;  it  woold  ma±»  great  >^.- 

expraae,  116;  tws  aODdltlaoa  fir  glvlag  avau  tea, 
110;  horns  valuation  amoidiDemt  iJoptad,  11& 

Hotteo  to  make  tha  do^  OS  ksnan  fin 
cent,  118;  ol^eetflf  tbabUl  WMt»  dtmMahlhabcto 

rfThormiH>:1hln iMrraanaflinan  if  -■— r"'  

116;  eontMiyto^aTWBdaiflat  af*afeta^«tia 
1illl,ll«;a»whatoMa'faaaad.onttapdM^  afa» 
pNanlia,US;pM«talMitobo«traAaittiaM  WK. 
partaf  lhi»ompwialie>  tW;  liHyiH  aCtta  Tat  U 
aformer  deelrion  idatlTa  to  socb  »hlB  «Hp>a>^> 
tha  Senate,  11^  UT;  tiw  eoaatttDlknal  paiat, 

Moved  to  strike  oat  tha  aeeoBd  aeate  be  1:0. 
UT;  on>oaedtoa»wIiolotSMKortikabm,llT;i«K 
alleged  lot  thla  extraordinary  imjaaae  at  iatim.  z^. 
mo|t  offboelTe  pert  oT  the  bffl,  118;  tho  Bhi*»  gag 
BetaethaaMiatltnttoMl4BaaUoB,U8:  taaaHaa  hrtM 
agilii  attd  BgHn  that  tha  flniMTii  tmm  «ri^Batoa±t 
bOl,  IW;  motfan  toiMIn  ontloafe,  USL 

Moved  to  anxAd  by  maUagK  radacBon  of  te«iaeb 
In  tho  same  pr^rtlon  aa  tho  rednetloa  «f  daOn.  19. 
the  dntles  are  to  be  periodieaDjr  rejMead,«ad  te&xJ 
be  the  diawbaeka,  119 ;  motion  l«at,  190i 

Bin  from  the  BoDse  ataoUar  to  tbe  Boaale  t«I  ;b- 
sented  in  the  Senate,  190 ;  iw<a,  1»;  SaiMte  td  artn: 
to  Ha  Ml  tha  taUe,  110;  HooaaUn  i^partadaaiade^ 
odtofliifdnadi^bUOL 

TUs  bm  oaniae  the  Idas  that  tha  paoUUlwyafcTj 
an  evflin  ItaalCUl;  oar  great  iwoamgas  aa*  ta^K 
rem^  dormant  if  they  era  to  ynit  th^  aartinaiT 
from  the  operations  of  ft«e  trader  lH;  whal  aliaili  m 
preserve  the  prinelide  of  protection,  if  pntecHaa  *  - 
U  not  preaervedT  US;  it  is  said  tUaUU  Utmt  ttht 
permanent  ^stem  for  tha  comtey,  128;  It  la  aits' 
TreasnirtolndaivarofailstlKna.US:  ttfeHUuj 
UU  ii  wannwarr  hnW  flin  fltatw  ti^ttar.TTt: 
pMnaiT.  IHf 

J* flu Jftww.— A  wywt relatlvo  tm,  M8;  fttlSt^ 
,  Bldared,  188 ;  its  ahataetar,  188 ;  prevteua  psAiB  A 
oe«nliy,184;  finandal  history  of  tha  gonpmax,  a; 
pilnelplft  whieh  ftnea  the  basis  of  tba  un,  W;  naru 
of  the  Preeld«iit,  189;  can  the  lodoatry  at  (he  mtt 
resort  to  new  channels  in  two  yoara?  US;  turadti -> 
reduce  the  nvenoe^  UB;  no  ona  can  pradiet  Cm 
dwefhetaftUsmaHara^US;  tUi  k  aa«  tha  pnfc 
ttuato  ehange  Oa  artaWUhad  tmmm  ^pta'^ 
oamtir,  IM;  lAit  doaa  Oo  MH  pnyoMt  W; » 
vedneathatbitlastsfliaaaalaariBll^aad  tasw» 
■tanoee  lower,  188;  oontraat  the  vntooi  aaadaiM  ■ 
the  sabjeet  with  tha  pieaant  UD,  187;  ao  jMtalrtr 
tloD  can  be  made  npon  tha  ImpotU  of  aay  jfm 
than  that  an  tnoreaso  of  duty  is  followed  by  an  tecMa 
of  rereaae,  18T;  antoont  in  dUforatt  jimi^,  nS: 
fress  has  MvarUieless  legUsisd  i^M  »  BaaMBa 
If  adopted,  win  teU  nwre  spos  onrlUmMatMK  V. 
fhln  rnniiwrn  In  si rMsflligl]  iimalaia  ud  haaty.W! 

^  -  '  '"fiTT  TT:  il^TTniiiaiiilir^ 

mbjeot  at  the  last  seashm  after  »laii«  dtooMb^iC; 
the  eommittee  org*  tiut  the  rafanae  mist  ba  nli^ 
to  the  wants  of  the  govermneDt,  188;  Oa  itnsi 
should  be  drawn  in  aqnal  ^aporOCM  from  the  SMrra 
Slates,  148;  ttitoWU,nd<rthafina«f  amnBsBr 
itra,iai90iaitft4ih«asa  the  pidteyaf  0»  gimnmtA 
1«;  «xtmotBfraaBMna«Hfl(Wahl^te«aa^ 
i«,148;  aArtatogtrapapriartlrtathaflnarht!)!- 
luff  npdouastlanmiutaiaai  148;  HdsUlk  i3»- 
dnoed  baeaasa  SoQth  CamBna  has  pi imissllis<|  of 
fied  the  law  paaaad  flvs  mratha  an  ;  ^aisWsa 
doubt  the  natnio  or  objaat  of  tUa  vnaxamiled  ynw-'- 
Ing,  144;  this  UU  is  Bo  Improvemeot  af  tbe  preK- 
taw,  lU;  the  flnt  raqnlaito  of  mtadff  k      tt  Idv 
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down  the  KTemia  to  the  vnto  of  Uw  goYernmeat,  14B; 
ol^ectloiu  to  tlw  MO,  UB;  vhat  avUaBoall  fbmtlut 
your  jQdgm*Bt  VH  «noiiMU  Ivt  mnmarf  UB;  It 
th.era  U7  thing  ta  the  otKomitaiwM  of  the  tlino  which 
makes  all  thU  sooeaMirf  14S;  ttas  Bonthan  qtlidon, 
146;  srtlde  Id  the Boatlisni Bevlow,  14ft;  tholket  u 
to  the  opentlOB  with  »  footionAl  iqjnatiee  mnd  hard- 
ahlp  OB  the  Booth,  lU;  va  ■hoold  haro  before  u  > 
Un  yielding  flfteen  mUUons  «nd  i»oteetlng  maimfto- 
tnnra,14T;  qaecttoa  of  IsequU^ln  oponthm  on  the 
planting  Btatee  enmlMd,  14T,  148;  gna  more  geoenl 
leuoB  vhrfhsHMiM  abovU  nut  pea*  tfalibUI  or  any 
bill  TCBBinUIng  tt,  MS ;  out  graonA  to  aoeonst  ft>r  the 
vote  on  Ola  MU,  148;  kov  It  aflbot  the  chanoea  of 
pnbUe  men  &ju  to  make  triumphant  f  149 ; 

we  ahonld  so  amnge  the  dntlea  as  to  afflnd  a  &lr  and 
Teasonable  proteetlon  te  those  Intereeta  that  hare  grown 
np  nnder  the  blth  of  the  gorenunrat,  148;  a  hbt  and 
reaaonaUe  protection,  140;  Inm  flnt  loqalM  piotoe- 
tlon,  ISO;  oplntuis  of  inaBii&atnnn,Ua;  tto  pmtoe- 
Uto  poller  haa  h««n  leeognlMd  aa  ths  tnia  poUcr  «f  the 
eotiirti7«T«rri]Ma  tba  Jtnmdatton  of  tbo  goTCinmant, 
Ul;  -whatbashMBthtpBctlealopemtlMiaiidefllDetof 
tUssTBtemf  Ul;  itDEigltttobetonolMdwlt]Loar«,deU 
csey  and  eantlon,  IBS ;  why  are  we  now  drlTos  Into  the 
paaaage  of  another  hill  Ibr  rednetlra  T  IH;  what  ia  the 
State  of  &eta  that  hare  dictated  this  moremeat  t  VSA. 

Cause  of  the  wlgtn  of  the  present  bill,  108;  operation 
of  Oa  law  of  IflM^  m 

Coone  of  the  dstate,  IH ;  it  ta  Bald  the  preont  Is  not 
the  time  ftn-  a  flnoueia]  radnetion,  164;  the  ftmdad  deb t, 
1S4;  uaatiilled  i^prqpilatloiis  of  tmnor  y«a»;  title, 
1S5;  anrplna  flind,  165;  the  amonnt  of  nTonno  to  be 
derived  bam  the  hUl,  1S& 

What  are  the  drenmstaaeee  mder  which  tliti  raeasnTo 
fa  brong^itfbrwardr  16T;  la  thonteunre  neoeeaarjrT  I5T ; 
oxtrsot  from  the  report  of  the  Becretarjr  of  the  Trmmny, 
168;  Bball  we  he  bnrdened  with  an  neesa  of  nraou 
under  the  existing  lawT  106;  dangws  wUoh  thrartoa 
the  BepnUle,  IW ;  lujori^  of  tto  pMpIo  Mrtt  «f  the 
Potomac  and  of  the  west,  bdlere  the  Bjttem  of  poteo- 
tlon  to  be  one  of  eonnd  policy,  IM ;  la  the  tariff  the  only 
groand  of  apprehension  and  ftar  T  160 ;  does  the  Sonth 
resllywisli  the  contlnnaneoof the  Unlonf  tSl ;  dienm- 
stsnras  nnder  which  fills  antjteet  agidn  eomca  np,182; 
drenmstances  to  osU  npon  Co  ogress  to  npeal  a  law  that 
baa  not  yet  taken  eOtat,  118 ;  JnsUea  to  other  Boothem 
States  ta  said  to  demand  the  adoption  of  this  mesaore, 
Ul 

MoUoB  to  strike  oat  ft*  enMUiiff  dsoie^  168;  adther 
this  bin  nor  anjr  ether  dmUar  to  it,  ahonld  peas  at  this 
aesdoa,  16S;  from  a  certain  qnartar  of  the  Union,  a 
declaration  had  been  made,  that  the  proteetire  sjstem 
■hoold  no  longer  be  carried  ont  In  that  State,  194;  ex- 
tract ftom  the  addreas  of  the  Bonth  Carolina  eoBTontlon, 
IM;  peaeeM  natue  of  Oda  nmedy,  IN;  oxeontlOB  of 
ttte  lawa,al8oapaelAereme^,lM;  the  UUon  ealled  a 
eonlbdomar  of  States  165;  Uie  Ocvemmort  booBd  to 
protect  an  the  great  interests  of  the  ettUsns,  US;  an 
espcdal  protection  to  a  certain  Interest  in  the  Bosthem 
Btstes,  169;  the  Interest  of  conuneree  and  navigation, 
1«6;  let  the  qneaUon  be  settled  with  Booth  Carolina, 
1«. 

Oomprwnitt  SOL—TioOxm  to  Strike  ont  all  the  Honse 
MD  after  the  enaotti^clanae,  and  laaert aMtber  bill,  ITO; 
qtwstlon  on  engroaring  new  bUl,  119;  a  insasme  of 
gnat  lmportallO^  int;  enUad  «  Mn  «f  flonpramlaa^  in ; 
rediietloa  of  dtitles  pnqtoaed,  ITl;  what  wOl  fee  the 
•ffiwtofthtaUnr  ITl;  It  abandons  proteodoB,  in;  ftoe 
bade  Batnra  of  the  bin,  1T9;  signs  of  dlserataat  sad 
Tlaleiwe  not  to  be  met  with  sftlnt  heart;  what  aasiix- 


aaoe  bsTo  we  that  tUa  Ull  wlU  settle  the  matton  of 
eotnplalntr  118;  the  prorishiiia  b^vnd  OaflataeTeB 
years  (rfnlUal  ahanolsr,  in. 

It  Is  an  abfiolnte  abandoumant  of  the  proteetiT*  qntem 
after  1S^1T4;  whatwUl  be  the flnasolal  opentloa of 
theblllT  1T4;  ordered  to  be  engniesed,17S;  ttpn^oaes 
to  proTlde  for  the  wants  of  the  Oorminen^  but  does 
not  make  any  prorlston  for  the  wania  of  the  nation,  175 ; 
Low  da  the  provlslona  of  this  bill  Inaore  the  destmotlon 
of  the  manofootuilag  Interest  t  ITS  ;  the  otU  will  fkll « 
the  whole  eoontry,  and  wlU  be  a  Just  retrlbntloa,  dfco, 

in. 

The  restriction  is  too  slow,  and  the  time  fbrarrlTingst 
the Tarenne  point  toodlstsnt^lTT;  the  pMge eontatned 
In  theUlIlbr  the  future,  177;  is  this  Honse  toezperl- 
ment  on  the  tlToUhood  of  mllllonsf  1T7;  the  bill  does 
nothing  but  hold  oat  to  foreigners  all  that  protection 
and  enconragement  which  ooght  to  be  reserved  fbr  oar 
eltlaena,  107;  the  people  hare  not  looked  for  any  thing 
like  this,  17T ;  the  proposal  to  eqnallse  aU  doUes,  redno- 
lag  them  to  twenty  pet  cent,  178;  what  was  the  dle- 
erlmlnatlwi  under  soch  a  blU?178;  th*  mannfsQtnrefi 
iBHatat)aatcoDietoftr«vennodnt7,lT8;  noraanshoilU 
raise  his  toIoo  agalnat  twenty  per  cent.  encoBragement, 
ITS ;  Congress  hss  already  acted  on  this  snbjeot,  ITS ; 
repeal  the  law  and  Sonth  Carolina  trlampba,  179 ;  what 
are  the  reasons  ssslgned  tor  tiita  bUlt  179;  what  has 
iMOO^t  abont  the  present  alarming  state  of  things  T 179 ; 
on^  a  bOl  presented  In  the  manner  and  under  the  dr- 
enmstaBeea  of  thto  to  paait  179;  wtUi  whan  did  It 
originate  f  1T9 ;  who  bronght  the  proteetlre  syston  Into 
belngf  180;  the  Ull  ta  the  best  thing  thstesn  bepio- 
onred,  ISO;  an  exchange  of  Intermediate  protecUon  for 
nltlmato  redootlon,  180;  loore  ought  to  have  been 
allowed  to  the  demands  of  the  Sonth,  ISO;  what  the 
adTocateo  of  protection  admit,  181 ;  how  does  tUs  blB 
prt^Mse  to  rednoe  the  dntlsBt  131 ;  bUl  passed,  ISt  Sm 
Jhrf ea^  ToL  1, 8, 8,  d,    ^  T,  8,  f ,  IMl 

iMtst.  AedMcMoia  4;  AaoMtoM  m, 

DuMss,  Tbmu,       AboUHon  qf^Sf  Ind^  Td.  10. 

IMIaeM  nnswtpei— Ae AdMi^ ToL  1. 


B 

.SUwon^  jnitia%  .Addrsss  4^-i8ss  JiidaH^ -nd.  & 
tl«ction  qf  Pr4Mmt.—Se»  JnOtu,  toL  1,  and  Indta^  roL 

8^  iVsafdenfW  JRsctfM. 
SMeral  VoUfar  PrtMmt—Su  Jndtat,  toL  la 
SatgSbmgi^  a  BtMwt  fn  TToeUivtois  to  a  Awd  4n  M« 

Binuofivm  Mtuta<AiU4tU.—BM  Zndtcn,  ToL  T. 
EUMUCxa,  AKOa,  votes  for,  as  Tloe  President,  188. 
£uswoxTHt  WiLLUK  W.,  SepresentattTe  from  Conneetl- 

cat,  885;  on  a  redsetion  of  daties^  140.  Sie  Adw, 

vols.  10;  IL 

JMorfiTA-Af  £itfs^  Tolt.  8,  <  l)k  Mid  Adi^  ToL  1,  awf 
Brttat*. 

AOMments,  AMMUVffemeiU  <ir!— Ae /ndea^  T<d.  B. 
Etam,  Oxnoi,  Beprasantallve  fkom  Ueiae,  885;  on  sla- 
very  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  676.  B44  Indtm,  vols. 

10, 11. 

EvsxRv,  Edwaxd,  Sepieeentotlre  trom  Ksseadissett^ 
Sffi;  on  redaction  of  dnUet,  198;  on  ledaetlon  of  poet- 
age,  18^-188;  lelatin  to  relations  with  Franes,  674;  oa 
theFarttficatioabUl,Ul;  on  the  ICeade  dalm,  0B6;  on 
the  Charts  mamorlsl,  866;  on  a  medal  ta  Oen.  ICoi- 
gaB,6ST;oBVreD(ihielAtl0BS,681.  &e  JMsi^  TOla.  8, 
8,10,11. 

SnsKT,  HoBAOi;  BepreaentatlTe  from  Vermoat,  888;  on 
thoCoBvn»itaaUIl.lT4.  AeA(l«|TeIs.lO.U. 
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Ewna,  Jomi,  BeprawntoUra  from  Tw^i«w»^  884l 
EwQia,  THoiua,  Seiutor  from  Ohio,  108,  6H;  on  the  OoU 

C<dii  bill,  888 ;  on  tlio  Hlahlgan  cMtnorial,  TU.  <Sm/»- 

<I«^  voL  IL 
Ewno,  W.      BeiuOor  from  lUltMda,  TU. 
AnAow^  «fatock»,—St*  IittUtB,  vol  7. 

AmsiiNm  JWrau^n— Li  the  S«n*t«,  •  raolntkm  ntattrc 
ta^«oiMi4«red,H4;  a  report  zalaUn  t«\B8i;  «lli«r  r6- 
porta,8eK;  motion  to  print,  Ae^  SeO;  tin  q^mOataow 
presented,  whether  power  U  to  be  perpeOuted  In  the 
huda  of  »  domlDut  perty,  hj  the  inflneoeo  of  patron- 
age and  the  pablle  mane;,  BSS;  people  led  Into  an  er- 
rar  reiatlTe  to  a  oertaln  IndlTldoal,  MS;  the  power  of 
i^pointment  and  removal  ooaeentrated  In  the  same 
hand^  the  ■■wnne  at  deepoUam,  685;  haw  the  Inoa  hat 
bean  eraded,  586;  Uio  President  wtUi  Imprntl^ 
trvnplaon  the  laws,  aeeordlng  to  his  conitiQctlonof  tala 
powen,  5SA. 

The  Prosident's  constmctlon  not  donbted  In  the  ro- 
port,  68T;  Increase  of  the  expenses,  S87;  the  Increase 
not  BO  great  u  had  been  depleted,  fi8T ;  dates  of  compar- 
ison, 567 ;  Intemil  Improvement  the  first  head  of  In- 
crease, 6SS;  BevoloUonarj  pensions  the  next  sonroe, 
888;  tlw  lemttral  «f  tha  IndlaH  next,  S88;  extlactioa 
«f  Indian  titlea,(!88;  othn  eaiiBea,5a>;  eomparlsous  of 
expenditures,  SSO ;  sncoeaslve  annnal  expeaditnrea,  S90 ; 
the  lUlaey  of  the  report,  091 ;  the  dlsmlsstona  from  of- 
fice, m ;  the  proposition  to  amend  the  constltatlon  fbr 
eight  years,  to  enable  Congress  to  make  ^trlbnUou  of 
the  snrplos  revenue,  ;  the  cry  six  months  ago,  ns ; 
a  aerlons  proposition  to  alter  the  constltntlon  tor  eight 
jean,  098;  the  Senate  admonished  to  beware  of  rldl- 
flnI«,5W;  doM  not tlie  pMoant atate  (tf  the  eonntiy  eall 
Ibr  defiance?  6M;  ftuther  debate,  696;  motion  to  print 
c«Tled,SO«L 

Report  of  A  committee  elgfatjeanago^  Wf;  extiada, 
097 ;  deplorable  change  which  a  few  years  haa  wronght, 
S98;  how  has  the  plighted  fidth  <rf  the  par^  been  Ail- 
fllledT  I»8;  shall  the  blU  passT  m;  Ito  fbatorea,  5W; 
each  ot&oo-holder  will  be  Independent,  sn ;  other  fea- 
tures of  bill,  fl» ;  complaint  against  the  repmt,  600; 
th«  Un  roqnlra  th*  PraildeBt  to  give  hli  raawnw,  801 ; 
what  wootd  yon  do  with  them?  601 ;  makes  the  Preil- 
dent  responsible  to  the  Benate,  801 ;  the  power  to  ngn- 
late  remorab  rests  In  Congress,  Ml ;  Important  to  make 
the  Executive  examine  and  consider  well  the  charges 
against  an  officer.  Ml ;  It  proposes  to  repeal  the  law 
which  Umits  the  tenure  of  certain  offices  to  fonr  yeara, 
008 ;  what  Is  to  bo  Its  practical  operation  t  602 ;  will  any 
one  assert  that  the  President  haa  the  power,  without 
•ay  gronnd,  to  lonon  fkom  oOeot  801;  amtndme&t 
proposed,  601 

Ol^ect  of  Uie  blD  the  redaction  of  ExeentlTO  patron- 
age, 6H ;  Important  to  the  stability  of  the  Ooreniment 
and  the  welbre  of  the  people,  that  there  shonld  be  a 
cheek  to  the  progress  of  offldsl  Influence,  6U ;  exbtence 
of  parties  not  to  be  avoided,  6U ;  patronage  acts  on 
those  who  poasess,  and  also  who  expect  olBoe,  604;  the 
bill  proposes  two  measares,  80S;  considerable  benefit 
has  arisen  ftom  the  law  of  1880^  eOB;  1}oventmeot  is  an 
agency  created  fiir  the  good  of  the  pei^le,  and  ereij 
«BloeraaerTaatofthepeople,e06;  theaeoond  cheek  In 
the  bis  reqnlfee  of  the  Fr«ddettt  the  naama  of  leino- 
ral,  606;  the  power  of  the  President  to  remove  settled, 
006;  ftirther  reasons  for  the  bill,  006 ;  impossible  to  dia- 
eover  the  necessity  for  the  alannlng  picture  of  dangerto 
ODT  Qovemment  which  the  committee  had  presented, 
407;  an  entlie  abaenee  of  the  threatened  danger,  007 ; 
imiBfawitatodMdapwitontoBaeTMiiiuntArHVpoi^ 


807;  thaanBylslnd[aded,andlBUanilJ«Ri(w 
gerf  607;  the naej  and mariae enps UbM.c-' ai 

whole  roll  ^  anMlnHMMy  p—ri.»»,^  ft  ft.  ^  I 

the  Glasscromeftboldeiatomadstoci^lBf:'ja 
as  to  the  manner  of  beatewtag  eOaa^  W.  ! 

Thla  bill  attaeka  a  oonatraettoa  af  Um  comixi 
vhleh  haa  booB  MBaidaTod  satOsd  fv  staMK  Ui  *^ 
tor,  010;      Oe  Fndda^ndKtteMMtS'cu 
pomr  of  mDOTing  EMnUTCoOsnf  U;  Ai> 
tteadaeUadlnthaHogaa  In  178^111;  ftWmacal 
IMB^  011 ;  what  Oa  o9podlk»  shsald  ptm.Gl;  u ' 
is  the  ntare  flf  tba  ooMtttattaaKU;  IkMli  (tw 
of  removing  Exeontlve  cAoeis  is  viM  li  (ki  ft» 
dent,  61S;  wonk  nt  the  «wnMtaa»,  (tl;i^« 
Uadlson,  612;  argUMrt  aft  imoMfmiVk,  tJ;  it 
Senate  cannot  be  always  la  atMtai,  611;  oMfia, 
ton  ha  alUnnd  to  xsnala  la  vBm  wA 
Bwat»f0tt;  viaoatadlroet«MtHlefaiM  '  ' 
P•ItID•B(■,it1nMldb•lnvaidUe  ftr  UaPiMlis:- 
•ea  the  lam  praperiy  ezsMted,  «U:  it  Am  hw>  1 
alwayi  in  scadon,  wonld  It  i*moveths4licsli;iCi. 
Botwo  things  more  died  net  In  OstratfrntlHa 
powerof^ipolntiaeBtsaiidrenM>nli,Ui;Uli»-J  I 
Pi^dantUtoo  ihr  Temored frcm n^seiiU^hs  I 
exercise  cf  thU  poww,0U;  whaiesdsn  Mn-i 
authority  to dwnaad  the Pf tsMiafliiwswsl Ift 

Cmfresa  holdath•p«n^hntdo(iltUivlU■> 
hand  la  to  receive  and  ooetroltho  dlstawneij^  -- 
DMBttrr  ««!  ttthtapowsorordlvUiiweDw;' 
will  be  extended  to  the  amy  and  Dsrr, 
<rf  removal  nowhere  cxpreMly  uunMni  H  Oi  >^  | 
aUtntlon,  617;  inferenoea  fhm  the  sartte fi*'  I 
President  la  bonnd  to  see  the  taws  uaMjtB»-  I 
817;  towhatdepaftntentdo«at]Mpe««rafwm-^ 
long,  In  regard  toaU^kMoeatoi  ^ln^t^<r^ 
eedenta,618;  theUU  inakesiiepcoTUMlirA(->> 
fldeaty  of  lha  reMOoa  of  the  ProHtot  bj  i*^ 
iqjBndoflke^ei*;  vote  on  the  hill,  60. 

JBbsoiiMw  iWerA— iSm  AdetE,  vt^  a. 

Sepatriaito».—St« Iitdta,  vols. 

BtptdUUm  agaUutFortoBieo.-St»hd»,vL\ 

OBpioring  AspedMra.— In  the  Honi«,s  P«i*«  "^'P" 
aented,  «U ;  mum  Ar,  titx-As        M 1* 

Bnpunfftng  BMoMi<m.~Ia  tha  Saails,  n«taM 
m;  aqaertioBofthoTiCTflntiMnwt.W;'''"' 
Ittthw  of  a»  8oaato  one  that  oii|*t  to  b*  eq«^r^ 
the  immediate  qoestlon  fe  on  the  njectlu  oTUf 
dent's  me«ag^891;  will  the  BeasadMJ*^ 

of  the  President  In  tiiemeaoge""!  ''**'_^ 
allty  <rf  the  Senate'a  conduct  In  "^^^iV^ 
which  condemns  the  President  to 
bwMBS;  the  pneeedtai.  of  the  fla^_';g^ 
nuotwUhontthe  forms  of  aa  »»^*»^^'  ,,; 
■eootntlons,ttl;  their  alteiaaoB,  W9; 
fcot,  »>;  other  «vldM»ee  to  shew  ft*  top«l^^ 

aeter  ot  the  Benate's  leselotlciis, »» i  *  ^ 
in  whloh  the  Senate  »n  set,  8S8 ;  HsaDM"  «  »  ^ 
peaching  power,  8U;  (fcatnws  tt*  *^L-;- 
Star  Chamber,  825;  the  flatof  pnbUeopliW'*"^ 

•aded  the  axe  of  the  ^.Xft» 
theroTOiiooldect  in  annttasthgW'"^**^^ 

Btkal  Infloattoa,  SSft,  iKtWi 
ThoiwdlalioB  Mspeetlng,»M: 

bams  Legislature  presented,  573 ;  wiD  • 
expunge  be  aubmlttadt  STB;  BsUc*  ^  1,^ it- 
the  original  roaolotttn  w»  P"* 
marks,  fi79.  iijm"* 
Tho  HMlattoa  oflHMl.Witt*^'^'^ 
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tfcni,6n;  oltlMt to oUv thejoimal,  an;  u^gliigls 
the  propor  eom«,  tST ;  omo  of  tlM  HlddltMX  •Uetlon, 
OT;  ooaolderad «B  attack <m  the dIcnUr  of  tktBoutte, 
on;  MlddkMz  elMtton  afaln,  tSS;  th*  Qrimlnatlag 
T«»oloUoii  wu  illagal  and  ni^iut,  639 ;  vagoe  and  Indefl- 
nlta,  CiB;  eondanmattan  of  tlio  Frealdent  eouKoted 
-with  tha  caoM  of  tho  bank,  680;  poatUona  to  be  prored, 
esi ;  the  raaolaUoD,  681 

Tlila  rMolatton  d*DoaDO«t  tbe  act  of  the  Senato  aa  vn- 
oonstttntloiial,  o^JaatUUbla,  ami  ottmin,  689 ;  bar*  ve 
tlie  eonatftatloBal  powar  vt  riifct  to  paaa  tUa  naoln- 
tloQt  <8S;  ean  veobUtaimtatbaiMOTdriSB;  daagar  of 
tbU  doetriBO,  Oi. 

Taaa  and  naja  on  taking  up  tha  qnaaUon,  ttft. 

BeaolntlMM  of  tha  H«th  Canrilna  L^talatnra,  CM; 
i«iiiark%6M;  aama  right  to axpraaatbalrdlBappiohatloD 
■8  toflatt«r  thaEuonUT^<8«i. 

Ifovod  to  itilk*  ast  tha  word  "axponge,"  and  laaait 
"foadnd,"  611;  ■mandmant  MBitod,  «8S;  ftuther 
ramarko,  6Se;  icMdnttoaUdontbotaUo,  <S8;  origlaal 
raaolntloB  Tonewed,  KB, 

NoOm  o(  glTon,  m ;  tho  reaolntlon,  T4S ;  ot^aetionfl 
to  tho  word  ■'axpnnga,*'  W;  words  of  tha  ooutitatlon, 
744 ;  to  bo  makan  a>  well  as  preaerran  of  tha  Jonmsl, 
T4S;  tha  word  atamlnod  praetlcaUjr,  745;  It  b  aatd  a 
part  of  onr  lagUattTO  tMory  will  bo  dortrojed,  lit; 
«otda«<tfthaJ«nmal,bBwdUtribatad,  T4S;  aptioadont, 
T«7;  thaiiiaritaoftba4iHatlo>,T48-n& 

Soiolatlonaflf  JffawHampdUn,T54;  do.  Haw  York, 
TO. 


V 

TalU  oj  Aa  Ohio,  pttUlont  r«Mfm  tc,  18& 

TanmiU  EaU  Bat^vHona.—la  the  Senate,  reaolntlona  fnta. 
the  Mends  of  the  Admtalatntlon  presented,  SOB ;  twen- 
ty-eight iB  nnmber,  808 ;  Identic  of  thia  scene  with  that 
piaaaatod  In  1811,  MB;  uaeUaafXttf  alarm  inflUl  ao- 
tlTltr,  808 ;  real  otjoet  of  this  alarm  la  to  saena  the  re- 
cbaitw  of  the  bank,  SOB;  manner  of  pro e— ding,  808; 
pdltlea]  oharaoter  of  tha1)ank,SM;  BoGoraninentdl- 
recton  In  the  bank,  80i. 

federal  Oxfrtf.— Kasolotlon  on  azpansea  oC  1^- 

Federal  Judgea.—See  Index,  vols.  4,  Us  and  Jndea,  Tola.  8, 
8,  AmendmenU  to  the  OtmeUtuUtm. 

Feldo,  JoHir  H.,  BepreaentatlTO  from  South  Carolina,  885. 
See  IndeiB,  toI.  11. 

FoBis,  Cuaus  O.,  B«preMBtatlTa  Avm  New  York,  9U. 

FiUNOu,  UtuiXD,  Bepnaentatm  from  ITew  York,  885 ; 
lelaUTetothe  LonbvUIe  and  Portland  eaBaI,687;  on 
•teTeiT  In  the  District  of  Columbia,  OTT. 

Uag  <ftAe  UniUd  Slatee.~See  I/tdM,  toL  L 

Florida  Affiiire.—See  IndtfB,  toL  7.  (kmaX.~8u  Tndtai, 
ToL  8.  GoeemtMnt  (tf.—See  Index,  toL  6.  BpanUh 
Treaty,  OeeupaHon  iff.— Bee  Index,  toL  4.  FarcAoje 
<^.—Ste  Index,  vol  a  Wrecker*.— See  Index,  toL  8. 

Florida  (^ime.—la  the  Honso  a  bill  for  tha  relief  of  cer- 
tsln  InhabiUnts  of  East  Florida,  considered,  183 ;  histor- 
ical sketch  of  the  cTents  and  incidents,  133, 189;  priaci- 
pleaof  international  law;  in  tha  Sanate  »  bm  ibr  « 
talboad  In,  oonslderad,  788. 

Jbrito  Lama  CMma^Sf  hidta,  Ttda.  10,11. 

Tlctb,  JoKir,  Totas  for,  aa  PresUrat,  16& 

Foot,  Baxitu.  A.,  Bepreaentatlra  from  Connectlcat,  885. 

5MifKf«a),TDlS.9,  10,  It 

FoVe  SetohMotK-See  Index,  toL  10,  FiibUe  Land*. 
Foreif*  Minittere,  abuet  of  FrMUg&See  Ifideso,  toL  S. 
JMaMoM-Aaa  JMlsav  Tola.  4, 6. 


FonHm,  Job*  B.,  BipraaiBtitlTa  from  Timmmi^  8K 
IbrH/loaUon  BOk—lD  the  Senate,  a  mmiage  torn  tha 
Honae^  to  ainaad,br  approprlstlng  three  mllUons,  Aft, 
689;  ivprehenslon  of  war  with  France,  <88 ;  «  pMipati' 
tlon  to  eatablUh  a  mUltarjr  raonarohj,  680 ;  peeaUar 
crisis  In  onrfbr«lgnrelatlona,<89;  irtiat  Is  the  diaractcr 
of  thlaapprt^rlatlonrMO;  fluthar  debate,  640 ;  Totato 
disagree,  041;  Honsa  InalBt,  MS ;  conforenee,  848;  ro- 
port,  648;  In  thoHonaaa  moUon  to  amend  bj  an  ap- 
pro pristloD  for  repairs  at  Oastle  Idand,  Boatm,  SM; 
«ppaaod,aiB;  amendment ^tpnqwlating  three milHuii^ 
oononrredla,  688;  Banate  dbagree^  684;  Hons  rcAw 
to  raoada,  684 ;  l^nao  reaotra  to  affiun,  689 ;  bOl  pMMd, 
T6& 

yoBSTTn,  JoHH,  Benator  ftmn  QeorgiB,  108;  an  appr^rlar 
Hon  ot  land  aalea,  37 ;  on  the  roTenne  oolloctlon  bm, 
111 ;  on  rednetlon  of  dutiea,  116 ;  on  the  report  relatlTa 
to  the  remoTsl  of  the  deposits,  800 ;  on  the  porchaae  of 
books,  S51;  on  the  remoTal  of  the  deposits,  S88;  on  tha 
President's  protest,  Bt% ;  on  dlstreas  momorlals,  878 ;  on 
book  pnrcbase,  879.  See  Index,  vols.  10,  IL 

FoaxKn,  Tnoiua  F.,  BepresentatlTO  from  aeoigla,SeS;  on 
fta  compromise  Ull,  177;  on  nuHUloation,  188 ;  on  tba 
poTchasa  ofbooka,417;  onUiepnTehaaaof  booki^  460; 
on  the  local  bank  depoalt  regnlatlon  UU,  SOL  Am 
/iwf«e,Tola.lO;ll. 

FowuEB,  SunrxL,  BepresentatiTC  from  N'ew  York,  883. 

Fiance,  Ctaimt  on.— In  the  House  a  bill  relative  to  th# 
conTentlcD  with,  considered,  4T8 ;  qaeetlon  of  prolmi^ 
Ing  the  time,  4T9;  blU  passed,  478L 

drones,  Oonoentton  vtUA.— See  Index,  voL  11. 

France,  Eelctione  toAJL— In  the  Sonata,  a  messago  and 
pa^rs  lelatlTe  to  tha  nftiaal  of  France  to  provide  for 
the  aseontlon  ot  the  tr«a^  of  1881,  communicated,  (M4; 
raATrad,S44;  repint  of  tho  eomndttee,  644;  repntea 
In  the  Senate,  ffT7;  molation  modified,  877;  adt^ted, 
STT;  memorials  presented, 680;  maaMge  en,  6881  Jkt 
F^rtificaUon  BUi. 

In  the  House,  a  meaage  ralatlTo  to,  646 ;  raatdntkBa 
leUUTe  to,  6&7. 

Ifeaaaga  with  ootroQondenea  aant  to  tha  Hooaa,  667; 
motion  to  print  and  refer  to  eommlttee  on  Foreign  Ba* 
latlons  to  report  forthwith,  060 ;  important  to  be  aeted 
on  now,  060;  doUbtflillf  France  would  flilAl  the  sUpn* 
Istians,  069 ;  Inference  If  tha  motion  Is  adoptod,  860 ;  a 
declaration  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Hooee  to 
take  a  belligerent  otUtade  towards  France,  660 ;  waa 
the  House  In  this  disposition  f  SOB ;  nothing  In  the  eor- 
lespondenoa  to  vairant  the  onftilfllnienl  bf  Fianea^ 
670;  the  Praddent^  Mesaage  presented  two  pn^ori- 
tiona,  either  to  take  no  action  on  the  auljeot  or  to  mak* 
reprlaala,  Oni;  Iwir  Imig  li  foibearanoe  to  be  orged 
upon  nafOTO;  what  la  the  chataeter  of  the  propoettlon 
of  the  member  ftom  Msssachuaetts  f  670 ;  course  ofthe 
French  goreroment,  671 ;  ean  we  expect  IntclUgenoe 
more  fliTorable  T  671 ;  effect  of  the  resolution,  671 ;  If  we 
are  to  hare  a  contest  with  France,  this  country  should 
secure  the  Tsntage  ground,  671 ;  the  French  government 
may  yet  send  na  a  irorliir  measage,  678 ;  two  tUnp 
neoetsory  before  the  Bouse  can  go  to  tbelr  committee 
and  demandareport,  678;  moved  to  atrikeont  "tore, 
port  forthwith,"  678;  Importanoe  of  mdted  action,  678; 
ftirtber  forbearanee  would  no  longer  be  a  virtue,  678 ;  It 
belonged  to  thb  House  to  aay  to  Frouoe  what  their  foel- 
ings  were,  678;  no  propriety  In  ftirther  delay,  678;  we 
oonld  have  shown  the  justice  of  the  American  side  of  the 
qaesUon  by  eariler  aotlon,  674 ;  proceedings  In  Franca, 
674;  reason  of  of^ositlon  to  the  king,  675;  why  woa  tha 
Bouse  bound  to  1011675;  Uls  ftq,n«stlonQf  peace cr 
war,  67& 
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«f  the  iwp""***^  flitO;  umndiMBt  <And,Q80;  m- 
poTt,«81;  debate,  «a>;  ammdmen t  otitol.  <M. 

Ueange  ftomtbe  Frerident,ni;  laftnnallm  called 
Ibr.TSO;  medletion <rf  Greet BiiUln, 7U ; nuesige, TV. 

gyankind  PHvtUgt.—BM  Jndm,  ToIa.  1, 2. 
Fkuikux,  VAJbTB      elected  clerk  of  tbe  &oiiM,88>: 
leave  «f  ebeMtoe  panted  to,  40. 

VwrnummwuMt'^mamm,  Senator  ftem  New  JafMr,19>; 
onttMBflmiieC<dleethnlilll,4^«;  pteeanh  s  dle- 
traas  peUtion  from  Kewerk,  S99 ;  preeenti  dlrtr—  me- 
tnoriala,  BTO ;  on  Nov  Jmor  memorUJx,  ITL  Aw 
JndA^  T0l&  10, 11. 

FmuA  G/ionial  Trad«.—SM  Jtuiem,  ToL  |l 

JWnoA  DeerM»,—Ses  Ind^  toL  6. 

JtmeU  A^fti^Me.— iSm  Indtu,  voL  1. 

A«te&  i^poMotftHM— In  the  Senate,  leave  to  imtrodaae  a 
bm,  ralattTe  to,  naked,  11 ;  relbned  to  n  eeUet  oonunlt- 
tee,  11 ;  eomndttM  apptrinted,  U;  bin  oonMdend  In 
eonunlttee,  1& 

Prior  to  1800,  a  bill  to  piorids  for,  considered,  080; 
gtminde  upon  wUeh  the  eUlma  are  anppoeed  to  reat, 
S8S;  three  leading  pri^raritloni  eappoaad  to  be  tme, 
086 ;  on  vbat  ground  waa  tUe  Govonunant  annreraUfl  to 
an^  extent  for  the  li^nrj  done  theee  otelmanta,  SM ;  to 
what  extont  la  the  Government  In  Justice  bound,  B8S; 
■  the  treaty  of  1800  leleaaed  Fiuioe,6H;  the  Gorem- 
meut  for  a  valid  eonaldaiatbm  ammed  the  eUm^  OU ; 
the  oonalderatlon  vaa  anoh  aa  no  claimant  eonld  leet  on, 
BS6 ;  had  an  American  a  right  to  oome  here  for  loaaea, 
beeaaae  the  United  Btatea,  hj  a  snbeeqnent  trea^,  got 
rid  of  a  gaaiKBtjr  of  a  former  one,  68& 

Character  ttf  the  l^tortes  Inflicted  on  onr  oom- 
meree,ahoini  1^  the  eommerelal  lelaUona  of  Oe  two 
flonatriOB,  DS7 ;  the  right  to  have  eompenaatton  from 
Fianoe  neoffnliad  bj-tha  United  8tatei,U8;  Tmemt 
admitted  her  obUgatton  to  make  eompenaatlos,  668; 
howtheclalmaof  Fnkneea»ee,([89;  segotlatlona,  G89 ; 
treaty,  040 ;  how  the  dlaoharge  of  Franeo  waa  etteeted, 
510, 541 ;  the  IHenda  of  the  bill  olalm  that  onr  Govem- 
loent  had  releaeed  France  from  paTinent  for  a  eontlder- 
ation,paaalng  directly  to  the  benefit  of  the  Government, 
and  fhlly  eqnal  is  valoa  to  the  claims,  546;  relatlonfl  be- 
tween Franoe  andthla  country  prbwto  the  dlttnrbances 
oat  of  which  the  claims  rcae,  046;  the  gnanatae  of  tte 
tTnlted  Btatea,  845;  oilgiA  ef  tba  dalma  wbleh  ftmted 
theanbjeotof  theldll,MS;  gronadsofmlannderatandlnft 
Ut;  what  haa  the  Govenonent  done  to  obtain  indemnl- 
ty  for  theee  dalmanta  from  Fisnoa?  64S;  actnal  war 
between  France  and  the  Uaited  SUtee,  549;  the  treaty 
of  1800  and  the  reaaons  which  Indnced  tiw  American 
negotiators  to  place  It  on  the  baila  of  a  pennaaant 
peace,  560 ;  ol^ect  of  that  tnatj,  650. 

LlaUH^  of  the  United  Stataa  to  thaaa  elalmaiita  In 
aaaa  the  Senate  detennlno  that  •  war  had  not  ax- 
Wad  to  bar  all  claim,  601;  the  release  now  ^Umad 
to  be  made,  651 ;  doenmentoiy  history,  ISSl^  what  was 
the  value  of  an  obligation  to  n^odato  "at  a  oonvenlent 
timer*  663;  was  the  effbetitf  expo ngli^  the  second  ar- 
tlele  to  release  anydaimf  658;  three  deecrlptlotiB  of 
claims  to  be  paid  by  thla  trea^,  698 ;  not  a  cent  was  paid 
by  France  on  the  admitted  dafana  natll  the  treaty  of 
XionisianB,6M;  propoeltlonB  estabUafaad,  654 

Tb©  propodtloo,  by  the  establish  meat  of  wUeh  the 
advocates  of  the  Mil  eonght  to  enforce  the  propriety  of 
tts.passag^6BS;  was  Franea  Indebted  to  the  elafannts 
In  1800  r  559 ;  portion  of  the  two  conntriesffiSS ;  why  did 
sot  the  hoattlltleB  oonstttnto  warf  606;  if  extingntshed 
hf  waTfltlaaald  the  etabnawen  lavived  hynegotift- 


tloii,60l;  wen OaUnltad States  bwmA tar  ttwerr-- 
nlattona  to  FiaiiOB,onnnaa  to  tb*  «aie  nd  nlaai  - - 
theoOerf  607;  is  there  any  Joe*  eaow  rfrea^r: 
against  the  OcTOBiBHit,  b««ae  tba  ■tttnde  li  asc 
toward  Franee  may  have  nieusd  ttirae  dsaa. 
the  nature  cf  the  daliu  act  aoeh       fpeided  ear 
to  onr  QmpaOdasan;  welgbA  «r  tba  MdMsf 
flalinB,660; 

mteto  Btma  of  ttn  qaaatkn  Ufa  IB  a.  &n 
OSO;  mwhatgnaadlaltaidatdMdthrteierf 
BtetM  raaamd  *  vriBaUa  eoaridnaOatt  Iw  Ae!r  Ilea. 
8M;th«  tna^  of  gaanatea  of  ina^SO:  aitbes. 
becanae  ttf  a  pretended  rdeaee  fNw  a  gaaiaatee  v:.-: 
did  not  bind  ns,  061 ;  U  is  Indstad  that  tbe  r&iud  HA. 
aatoally  lecdved  a  fhll  eonaldemtian  fi«a  Twaet'T 
theee  claims,  589 ;  tnm  lAat  ohHgsrtinM  were 
iMSedl  668;  ezMtlons of  tUa  conatrr  ia  behalf  iT&v 
cUna,  6a ;  what  wan  tba  loaaaa  wUdi  Utimtam 
Almsr  U8;  In  whoae  kaadaaie  tbeaa  cMa»?W 

yop«trq"Mtt°a.W;Mifl— tt—  ■iiiT'rtj:- 

didal  one, 064; objeetlona  that  hawa  baaa  aqp^Ki. 
t]Mown«nortbecUDiB,B6B;  UstiHTaraedsM^ 
sented  hi  the  npatt  of  the  Saeratair.  SS;  esbv^ 
566;  th^  ooDsUtatedJnst  demuids  aeaiaat  Taste  1^ 
tm  the  Interferanee  ct  ear  Qorernmea  t,  Mi :  ■ 
admitted  T56T;  did  these  dalBMsafaalat  agiM  Fw 
np  to  aie  time  of  the  treaty,  BST;  tt  Is  aaU  Aer  be 
eeaaed  to  ezlst  at  the  ttme  of  aoaclnJIag  the  m.'. 
818;  act  tfina,  616;  SBgamwto  ta  prava  a  atoU 
068^  661;  the  dalna  released,  reMnqnlAfd,  ar 
gnlshed,  by  the  nttfleatlon  of  Uie  ameaded  taasi^.  9, 
releaeed  on  national  conddwatloiiB,  CTL. 

Tbe  argument  in  the  case,  6T8 ;  il^tln  of  eitfaw  - 
protection  drcomscrlhed  by  tbo  general  wdfac,!^ 
conduct  of  the  Government  rekllra  to  theee  cWa^n 
6TS;  eomplalnts  of  the  Uidted  Statea  m^mt 
coDuneoced  lnlTW,6U;  a  naval  warlbra  waget  TA.i 
issaid,It«daothaT*tbaaabet  oC  abaopHag  «•  «■ 
Istlog  treadea,  574;  poatora  of  Oa  two  aoaabta  St  di 
time  the  treaty  of  ISOO  waa  aegotiatad,  SB;  be  M 
that  could  be  tAtalned,  6T5;  fbrtbar  iiwiailiLliir- 
bill  ordOMd  to  be  engrossed,  BTft. 
jrirmKAi^poUaUoM—St»  Autas,  vols.  S,  8,  T. 
liviUUn,  ProUeUtm  qfi-~Sm  Adea^  vaL  L 
FngOht  8loM.—Stt  Stdma,  vda.    6,  T.  lOaasa 

FuiUB,  Pkoo  <X,  S^ieaeatatlva  ft«m  Haw  Tarib  K 
FvLUB,  WtutAK     Beprasentattva  flma  H«wTiik,K 
Fptawr,  Joo  tt.  BepraaaataBva  ftaai  "Witfli^ 
JVeaTVoda^flU  IKMt-Aaiiutai^  vaL T. 


« 

GAiBUim,  JoKH,  K»pre8entative  from  Paan^jlvarihK 
<?ales  and  Aafon  elected  Mttoa^-nSsa  Maih  wabi;^ 
OAiiBLa,  Boan     Xapnaaataths  fraia  Oeo^B,  K 
OAKLSjmt  Eepreeentatlve  from  TawWana,  4M. 
OtHftral  ftaaalisarf^Li  thaH«aie,»bfa  rthti'f«ti.a«- 
aldered,  481 ,  tends  to  Inereaae  the  munhcc  ef  dBb 
4SS;  necessity  of  Ma  passage- -pteaent  law  aoca  afi^ 
483;  fhrther  debate,  488;  bill  recommitted, 4a 
ffsmenil  m{fbf  s.— ^ /ndas,  voL  1. 
G«orffi<i  Oatew.— <Sm  Mm,  vol  la 
Otorffia  land  OMttu.—SM  Tndtaa,  voL  & 

«>«erp«STOteitoPTaild«BttaiUn;m  ' 
Gtrmati  lanffuoffe,  Jmes  <•»- — SMlfd^m,  vol  I. 
GaotaoR,  3um      Bepreeentntiv*  from  TbgM^  ffS. 
-GiNOi^  Geu  OioMi;  comnrissaiy  |nan^  4»;  asK  A 
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QiLLvr,  BAmoK  H.,  £epraHiit«llT«  from  N«w  Yo^  880; 

on  the  gold  otrin  bill,  Sti. 
Oium,  Qkokox     HepronatrtlTo  ttcm  Qmifia,  886;  m 

ma  amendment  at  tike  eonsUtotion,  W>;  nlrtlntofd*- 

tiona  with  Fntnce,  679. 
OiLxou,  Jobs,  of  PflBiH7lrada,oB  ftnduotloo  <tf  dittlM, 

14a.— Sm  M**,  toIs.  10,  IL 
0old  and  iSUm>-  OlwrMOsr^Bewlntioitt  on,  809; 
OoLMBOBOVSi^  Rom*      BoMtor  frem  MuyliBi^  8T8^ 

888, 

6<asov,  WiLLUK       B«prMeiitstiTa'  from  Virginia,  680 ; 

on  tbe  local  Iwik  ^^podt  regulation  btn,  00(L— «8m  /n- 

(Ca^TOl  10^11 
OouAi^  BKHiTAiait,  ScynMBtattTO  froM  KHwhiurtli, 

880. 

gdwmmairt  JwflwHwi-^for  tte  twrtitti  pwiM«ttil  tann, 

m 

fi^nHiMnA  pwnn  (^.—Sm  jPotoart  ttfOu  goflarwwwit 
OuiTT,  JoflKPiL—In  the  B«iMtB,  ft  Wn  to  extend  the  patnt 
tO,  oonaidared,  774;  Miwwiled,  fTB;  pMiid,  n<;  tbe 

bm,7T8. 

OuHAi^  SuoM,  RepteaentatlTe  from  North  OaroUiM,  880, 
Obatsov,  Wiuxut    Bapmntatln  ft«m  Boatk  GhoUbi, 

830. 

Gr«at  Britain,  reiaUatorv  mtatwvi  tiL—SM  JMm,  Tol  L 

thtttt,  aid  ft>  th».—8t»  IndM,  ndi.  T,  & 

fiumnu,  Jomr  R,  SepnwBtatfn  ftan  Bootk  OnvllBi, 
Va.  ^Adffe,TOla.  10,13. 

SmriiKLL,  GaoMB,  Jr^  Beprea«ntatlTe  frn  Vewertrawtlii 
8&6i  AfaAdnsTolB-lOiU. 

Gbvbbt,  Fbu^  Banator  from  Taini— ai,  188)  881 ;  oftaa 
naolatlona  ob  ^o  powan  of  the  goronmaB^  M;  on 
tneendlarf  pubUeatlons,  T08;  ntt-W;  ea  mothlBc 
Blarerf  meuHiriala,  T40:  8m  Indtm,  Tola.  Ifl^  IL 

Gvattmala,  mit»(o%  to.— 84*  ImitB,  toL  U. 

AM&oater-AeJMoBb  ▼td.L 


Aiftaof  CbfpM^  MmMMiloii «!— Am  Adaii^  Tik  It  & 
Baioht,  BnrHBir,  ehoaan  awMaitt  doortaopw^  101 
Ealb,  Capt  Natbax.— In  tba  Hovaa,  •  mamarial  Ibr  tta 

erection  of  a  BunniBiaat  to,  008. 
njjj.,  HoABD,  B^neaentaUTe  from  Venumt,  8SBt 
Hall,  Joexra,  Bapreaentatl'Ve  fr«B  Maine,  880t 
Hail,  Tbobas       BepreaeBtattfo  from  Hortk  OntUaa, 

88S.-Tola.0,7.8,10;U. 
Hauet,  Hioot^  KepraaaBtBtlTa  flan  Hew  XtA,  tSOi 
HxKxn,  Tbokao      SepreaeatatlTe  ftoa  Oblo^SSI;  laU- 

tire  to  ralatloDB  vlth  Tranee,  672. 
Baamitton,  AUoMndtr,  Sapart  ^  at  StonUK^  tf  Oa 

3V«uury.— ^  Sndm^  toL  1,  TVeaawpy. 
HAimsjur,  Sdwabv  A.,  Bepnaottattn  from  IMIawit  881 
ibrAor  ftfu;  Toto  of  the,  181 

Eu»,  OiDBOir, B^reaentatiTe  from  Neir  Toifc, 880;  oi» 

■1^  ohaaad  nmnd  Nlagan  Falla,  801 
Haibdi,  Bbbjabib,  BopraaaataUn  froan  Kaatnafcy,  185 ; 

n  tite  nmoral  of  tbe  depoaitl  488. 
Uarmowf  <n  JwHOm,  iSboMy  <^,—8f  Ind^  toL  1 
HAKm,JAifai  BepreaentatlTO  from  Penna^tnnla,  88& 
Baxkb,  Joam  IL,  SepreaentatlTe  from  Hew  HampaUre, 

880.-^  ZndiB,  ToL  11. 
HAxaaoB,  Bamubl  B.,  Be^esaataUTo  from  PeuujlTanla, 

885. 

Hatbawat,  Bamdu     Be^eaantattve  frmn  Hew  York, 
881 

Hawm,  AiB»0^  BepNMBlBttn  fton  Eastacikj,  881— 

AaTMlM^ToLll. 
Hawxibi  Hioajab  T.,  BepreaoDtrttTC  fton  Herth  OboIIii% 

881  AaMa^rAU^lL 


Haxblximb,  Abbbk,  BepnaentatlTe  from  New  Toit,  885. 
Hbatb,  Jakm  p.,  BepreaentatlTe  frtnn  Uarrland,  861 

taLT. 

HxacBB  WiLZiA]^  BepraaatttattTe  from  Penmytrmnla,  880; 
onaUTer7intheI>latriotof<MnmUB,181.  AeJM«^ 
ToL  11. 

Blta^  AmertO(M.—Bt*  Indeee,  ml  T. 
RMdenotk,  JVoMote,  Jr.,  th*  com  i^.—Bts  Indm,  toL  7. 
Hkhi>bisoic,  JoexTK,  Bepraaentatlve  from  PenoeylTaala, 
881 

Hxamoxi,  Wiliiah,  Benatoi  from  Indiana,  198, 681  St» 
Ate^  Ttda.  8^  10s, 

ffiix,  IlAAO,  fioiator  frraa  Hew  Hampahlre,  198, 8B8;  on  the 
tarUi;  118 ;  on  the  dlatreaa  menwrUla  of  Hew  Hsmp* 
ihliatSOT;  onthepareliaaeef  boaki,8T9;  on  theieeep- 
tlon  of  BlareiT  memortala,  734;  realgnation  o(  711 
86»  Indta,  yoL  U. 

Sodffton£»btooa,ptUtUm<^.—S«tMtK,Ti>Li. 

HofniAB,  MioBAXL,  on  redaction  of  poataga,  181, 189.  Sh 
MM^Tola.S,«,10,lL 

HosAV,  Viuuit,Mi'«tilbBBalof  eUcia,Ul  Bi^Mia, 

TOLll. 

Houna,  Johb,  on  tbe  rerenne  coDeotlon  bin,  60.  Am  A* 
deai^  ToL  IOl 

jffoiM  J>epartM4at^-Si*  ladtm,  toL  1  a»d  IndtK,  vol  1, 

SatovtiM  IMparimenL 
Bi)n»3eaiM^tuiatm4ntk»Eavt«.—B»»htdta,yfA.t, 
Souort  to  t&«  Bram*.—8oo  Indtm,  roL  1 
Barmti,  1lt4aooptfnear.—8»»2fid4K,  voL  10. 
Ana(lN(4»IIUAm<Mla«a«-.— Am  Adaoiv^Y' 
AiwMeoBTeBai  M  aearioo  oTttd  0(»gTaaB,lM;  cooTCBaa 

atl8taeaalOQ(tf  ttdOongceM,  880;  adjonrna  atoloaeof 

lat  aeadon  of  fiSd  Congreaa,  621 ;  convenea  at  Sd  aeeaion 

(if  S8d  Oongreaa,  044 ;  ai^oonu  at  oloae  of  Sd  aaealon  of 

S8d  Congreea,  881 
Rotutoni,  ffanarol  Samuel,  tte  ooaa  ^— Am  Imdae,  toL  IL 
HowBUt  Epwajw,  BepreaeBtatiTe  tnm  Hew  Ti^  881 
HmBABDt  Hbhbt,  BepreaaBtative  frwn  Hew  HanQiaUr^ 

88B;  Banator  from  Kew  Hampahlre,  868;  on  the  dalm 

of  Boaan  Deaatar,  40T;  on  mltDg  la  the  Benate,  7K 

AMAdeo^tol&lO,!! 
HUBiuaiom  AaiL,  Bepnaentattve  fh>m  Hew  Ywk,  881 
HnranraroB,  JAsn  W.,  BepreaentetlTe  from  GoBneetioa^ 

886;  onBiednetlonofdntieatl84;ontheT«B0Tilafth6 

depoalta,411  Am  Mdea^  voL  11. 
jnwvn.jH'^paaaA  ZWrNofy  4f£-AM  Ate^  mL  Ul 


I 

ItttHOia,  admtttton  t^—Baelttdaa,  roL  1 
mimott,  Tote  fbr  Praaldent  In  1889, 189. 
/MpeoeAiMMt,— Am  Ind^K,  Tola.  8, 11 
ImporU.—SM  DiMtt  o»  Jmporia. 
Ji>q>riiofWMiif  >br  IMMl— Am  Ads^  Tola.  T,  8;  (L 
Aq>HaonauiU>brl>aM^lBtteHoue,»naidntlon  of  In- 

qnlrr  ralaUTe  to,  In  the  Diatrlct  of  Columbia,  olhred, 

611 

Aoffuftefy  AtftHooflMU.— Ib  the  Senate,  a  siotlon  to  nftr 
ao  mnob  of  tbe  Ptealdent'a  measage  to  a  apaolBl  eom- 
mlttee,  708;  tineatlona  of  a  oompUcatad  duractei  In- 
volved, 708 ;  abonld  be  no  depaMan  from  the  cnstMnanr 
pracUoa  of  the  Benate,  708;  Poat-olBee  ennndttee  fkillr 
occnpled,  70S ;  not  the  piovinoe  of  »  afawUng  commit- 
tee, 708;  othn  eoBatdentloaa,7M;  rafenad,  704;  pro- 
TUonaofthebme]Vlalaad,78B;  Uaall«ce«iA}ee^788; 
whatftpnnldMft>r,T08;  the  report,  788;  Ita  parti  dla- 
prore  each  other, 7B8;  design  of  tbe  Poet^ee,75S; 
ahaU  we  farther  regulate  the  Poat-offloa  by  reqnliing 
poitnBrte»toUinatl|atetbeoociteidaaCtheaMUr7D4; 
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■what  are  tnccndiaiy  pabUoattmuf  lOi;  dafy  of  flu 
general  goremmeiit  ta  ltd  ud  MMlpnato  irifh  Uw 
BUt«t,TM;  fM««iT&SL 

ObdoetkmaMe  posHlDiii  ■■iiiiiiill  In  Um  report  tt  fbe 
earatnfttoe,TSB;  the  lancugs  of  Om  eoHtttntloB,  tB6; 
tre  the  present  tawa  BeeeMurndptoparf  n6;  IfBot, 
bare  we  CO  power  to  repeal  themf  7M;  ipeGlfla  ol^ec- 
Uonstothe  bill,  756. 

Beaaons  for  fntrododng  tbla  sabject,  76T;  the  flirt 
priDdple  Es,  that  the  rattJect  of  slaTerT^  la  under  the  wde 
ooDtroI  of  the  States  vhere  it  exists,  T98;  datj  of  the 
pDenl  goveminuit  to  respeet  the  laws  of  the  Statee, 
nS;  tonflustopasBthlablBti  tocthopentewithtlw 
AboUtfanUts,  TSS;  the  United  StatM  Hbndd  sot  be 
nadeapackhorsefortlwtbollttoiiM^m;  tUlbUlBot 
olenlated  to  sappnn  the  erfl,  709 ;  aBMndmanlB,  TTl; 
bin  rejected,  771. 
£uUmni/tealton  o/Foreiffn«n. — Sm  IndM,  toL  9. 
Indttnnitjf  far  SipoUaUonK—St*  JnAo^  toL  1(  6fMt 
Britain. 

Indiana  OmtalSM  IndM,rol9. 

ArffaHM,  admlmlm  <^i~-8$6  JtuUt\T<A. 

AittMWi,  TOU  fbr  PmMeiit  In  1881^  168L 

Indian  Affiiin.—BM  liutM,  vola.  4, 11 ;  Be.  Agmett*,  5m 
IndM,  ToL  10 ;  Do.  Dspartatttit,  Bt*  Indta,  roL  7 ;  Da. 
TiKtory  wgtUm,  8m  IwIm,  toL  T;  Do.LandtwitMna 
itat0,righUov4r,JS»»Indtm,To}.l;  Do.  Jlelattom,  8m 
JMeiK,  VOL  11:  Do.  TtOt  Wiut  i^Ou  SotHev  MtmntatM, 
3t4  IndM,  TuL8;  Do.  THbtt,  3m  /ndee,  rot.  8. 

AdVoH^  COerotee.— iSm  Indem,  toL  10 ;  Po.  Chiciaaaw* 
andOMelawa,  Sm IndtK,yfA.%\  Do.  SnlgraUon cf, 
A«AdM^Td.ie;  Do.  rUyHda,B»»MUa,yo\.  9;  Do 
^•Kipato,  jSm  Indtx^  toL  9 ;  J>o.  Bovthem,  Sm  Indtm, 
Tcri.  10. 

Indianif  R«Moval<^.—SM  Indea,  vol,  10, 11. 

Indian  War  VoiutiUerB.—SM  Index,  rol.  It 

IHSX,  WiLUAK  U.,  BepresentatlTe  from  Tepoaieao,  880. 

IxOHUOLL,  Ralph  J.,  on  a  tedootlon  of  dutlefl,  1S8L  Ah 

Ad«e,  ToU.  8,  9,  lOt  11. 
IntotrMnX  DM<»^—8e4  Indeas,  roL  11, 
/HtmoMTM,  OMMmreiat;  An  .Fbrri^;  i)n.  JTbn,  &« 

Alereif  due  to  certain  Staiee.—3ee  Initu,  roL  Ul 
Znterett,  bill  to  allow,  Tetoed,  11. 

Internal  Im.proo9tneinit.-~8ee  Index,  ToU.  T,  ^  9^  IC^  11. 
AraHd  eorpe.-'See  Index,  roL  0. 

Ibwdt,  Wiuiax  W.,  on  the  nMssage  reUtln  to  nnffifica- 

tloD,  IM.  Set  Index,  Tuti,  19,11. 
Imm,  Jaooe  <X,  oa  MniflwHon.  IM.  iSm  AAs^  toU.  t. 


Jacxmk,  Audbxw,  elected  President,  188.  5sa  Index,  toIs. 
8,8,1^7,8.10. 

jAonoH,  SnRBzn,  Be^«8entattr«  from  Conneotteot, 
641 

Jaoxbox,  WnuAii,  BepreeentatlTe  from  TlfinnnTiHplli, 
889. 

./atit  «^8tateer~S»e  Index,  toL  1. 

JAiR8,HznT  F.,  Bepresentatlrefhim  Vermont,  8U;  on  the 

decease  of  Beiijamln  F.  Demlsg,  U9. 
jAXTis,I^ifAKD,BepreseDUtlvethnnHalne,88D.  Bteln- 

dex,  vol.  10. 
jDrrasos,  TaoHiA,  on  a  ainglo  ExocratlTe,  840. 
j0nHOK,TkH>iiAi,dsn^rteroC  Ass  Adsv,  toL  11 
Ji^kreon,  etatttejbr.—la  the  Boose  a  inwlnttwi  eouklered, 

ma 

J<noraoK,  Cats,  BepreantBtlTe  ftwn  Touimm^  SN.  A* 
AdM^  v(d.lflL 


JdBKHv,  HzraT,  Bep»«entett<reftomLeiUBia,IK 
JoBmoH,  NoAi>uK,  BqireaeiitMfTe  ft«m  Be*  YvtS. 
Jomwnr,  Eunuut  M..  BeprswtdlTe  ftm  Koui, 
888;  OB  nUef  orflMMnl  Mms^  » 

Toh.l»<,^^l,€m^lL 

JoHmoK,  Viuuv  BopfMHtittn  INb  1IhjW.K 
JoasBToa,  Jonu&,deeMna(  IK  AiJiMl^iik'.j 

10,11. 

Jons,  Bkhjajox,  BefpnaaMOn  from  OUa,  Kl 
Joraa,  Buxoni,  £*pree«ntatiT«  flm  OtHfhlBra 

theeoMOglnblD,5ll;  mOaNBsnlsftelipgEi 

418. 

•Aamuf  ^^iiUJiwfaralfllwiMiwIhifc  JhAdnMl 
Jbm^^aeM€baffnm.-~S»eJiidem,yeii. 
Jiidffe*,  federal,  Semowil  t^—See  Mm,  T»h  1 1 
JtidMarv,  Itneere     CU-Jte  JIUtfjteatiaL 
■hMKotary.— In  the  Hooao  &  TBMhittDB  af  leqriir.Td^ 

to  Bztandliig  the  Jodidazy  alike  to  dtteSMaCl. 

da  to  limit  the  eerrtoe  tdJadgtt, «!.  Sxhim,^ 


KAn,  Elus  Senator  from  mwrfs,  11^  M ;« Ik  T 
diase  of  books,  S&l ;  <«th8Prmiae»ftpHlnt,a:ii 
exeenUve  piitnHUgOkflOO;  daoMlBtCTN.  S*M 

ToU.  8,  9, 10, 11. 

See  Index,  lAli. 
Anyo*  <Mliff*r-AM  .Mio^  TsL  1 
Kmn^  Awn,  B«Mtw  fhmi  HuylBad, 

dlttrem  msoKtrlals,  S8S ;  on  the  deoeMS  «f  I.  F. 

808. 

JTenliMly,  Tote  fcr  Preddsat  In  ISSS,  U& 
^Mteoty  ooMtMisd  Jftetiok— iM  the  Earn  ee  tOof^ 
roll,  qoeetion  raised,  886;  the  appointment  (i"  ^ 
tnnkr  thliteea  mtmban^feat  fcorteea  nit 
888;  two  aembatB  from  oMdWik^W;  xt^^ 
of  tlM  HooH,  888;  fPliNa  jMsoTldsMiinett'!: 
oseof     drfmuta,  Md  not  dUBsd,IBt;  Iktil^' 
Mtr  one  to  vote  on  th«  snlijMt  until  the  BMMbop^ 
lied,  denM, 887;  detsAsof  aMpapen,»;bt(k»a- 
anta  withdraw  nntQ  after  the  eleelte  el  Btxte.»- 
fbrther  debate,  890;  rraelntloaa,  >M;  maWM*' 
•d,«0;  fbrther reeolntions, 49a 
Knoon,  Durm,  KepiosoittaUvB  from  OUo^  M 
Km,  Hxnr,  Bepreaentaave  from  Pemylm**. 
KiH«,JonP.,Beimtarftane«o^m«;«**^F  < 
«bMe«fbooks,8»;  on  fnaek  tfeOfim^i'^^ 
eeiidtstrpnbUoatIonB,TS5;  OBreeeM^risn?"*^ 
rials,  7U,  789 ;  on  SIItof  eelnags^  4t& 
Ens,  ViLLUH  B.,  Senator  from  AJabsmi,  IM, 
parotaaaerf  bo<fta,9Sl;  oaths  Knoie 
SOS;  on  the  expunging  resolnUon,  A* ;  tataiw^ 
pnblloiitlcmB,  708;  on  reedving  dtiaj  ■W*''  * 
on  the  iMognltion  ttf  Texas,  708;  slictta  FnriWF 
torn.  flfOe  Senate  ns;  oBtte  AUaos  ■9^'* 
olotloBS,  078,  579;  ooreUef  to  the  Polisli 
on  tba  fbrtlttoatlon  bm,  04B.  £m  A<I<^n)>-*'^^' 

EiclMR^HiBWUB  &.Sattttoi  from  Bhsds  IMA  • 


XovAmn^  Us  dacasoe  nMaead,  ■ 
888 ;  pmeoOap  on  ttwdsttt  d;  BO. 
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In  tb«  Honto  %  nttHatton  u  to  mesMiTU  for  pajing 
proper  respect  to  the  memorjr  ot,  C46 ;  eommittee  ep- 
potnted,  MS;  ineiiwge,  M7;  cwnmlttee  report,  H7; 
>)tnt  reeolntlon  pwMd,  M8;  piomedtiigt,  <60;  tlmks 
tat.<^,  AduM  Aw  hlB  eologf,  COO;  Mne^oBdenoe, 

JCaJb*  SKptHor  OBjpptr  Mbutj—^  Sidtm,  Tflb  ^  T,  ft 
lu^MMf  Aww,  BeprenatitiTe  fron  IuUm*,  886. 

m 

JJandafir  Sliioatton.-~Sa»  /wiMV  T<iL  7. 
£«md  Pi»rcAa«*r«,  RMtft(f.S**  Mm,  toL  11. 

T. 

XMd^  ir«ilvii..-A«  iiMlM.        1.  It  4,  a;  T;  iWlto 

-XdumntQ,  GnuT     BepneentetlT*  from  New  Tork,  88& 

Sm  Indm,  T<^  IL 
I.ArosT^  Jon,  RtfimnOMn  ftom  PemwrlnBt*,  885. 
Z^irBHMoi,  GonsLiui      BapraHntattn  ftMn  Nov  Toik, 

Z<A,T,  flaoMs      RepieeaaUUTe  fkon  Vow  Toift,  1881 
Im,  Lun,  RepreeenUHTB  ftoai  TeaaoMae,  881 
XMri  JRMt  ^  JHMMfpi^^  JM«t  ToL  la 
Z«ad  JMlMi;  AVMrtMd  Ad*  4r.-nSM  JiMlMv  TVlii  T, 
IdUTTiT,  HDnruuR  H.,  S^rceentallTe  from  Ohio,  886 ;  oa 

lednatlon  of  the  terlO;  Ui, 
IiKB,  Tbohja  BepiveeiitatlTa  from  Hew  Jenej, 
L.KX,  Hn  KT,  Totet  ft»,  m  Ttoe-Pretldent,  l«a 
I.XIOII,  BmaiJas  W.,  Senator  frcum  TbglBla,  868;  686;  pr»< 
■eiitadlatresimemoilalaiSTS;  oa  the  PiMMaan  Pio- 
teit,SSe;  on  the  depodt  banks,  «9t;  on  the  Ibrtlfleatloa 
UU,  688,  618;  oa  tneeBdiary  pablkattona,  TC8;  on  re- 
celring  dararjr  petitions,  TIS. 
Z^UnsdarJir,  Oolonol.— la  the  Senate,  a  blU  fbr  the  rallef 
vt,  considered,  Ml;  historical  beta  oonoactod  with  the 
enterprise  of  Oeneial  Eaton,  648;  the  part  taken  bj 
LaltanadortBr,  648 ;  gnmnds  of  bU  application,  549 ;  or- 
dered to  a  third  rCKUag,  644.  In  the  Honae  a  bill  fi>r 
the  nlUf  d;  paaaad,  667. 
law, JAioa, Ja, daataia <<  16ft  SteStdm,rAia. 
LaxcaBa,  Boaaar      Bapnaantatln  fton  Kantnc^.SSB^ 
644;  iBorea the ooDynmlio  bU,  17ft  AaMaat^Toli. 

Xms,  DuoH  VL,  BcpnaaatattT*  from  *i-i>— n«.  S8ft  Bea 

Index,  roL  11. 
Liberia  Afftnep^Si*  iMaa^  Tola.  B,  V. 
LOrrary  ^  CbivreiK— Adoa,  toL  ft 
JUkrttrv<fXr.  Jt0kr*o».—SM  JMm,  mO.  ft 
JUefrer,  AvtAssor,— la  the  Beaata,a  memarlal  prayi2i(  for 

aid  in  a  sUtUtleal  work,  preseaUd,  TCT 
140%  Za*e  fin-  3uad4it.—la  the  Hoose,  a  UQ  retattre  to, 

conddsnd,  187 ;  to  protect  madMBlea  and  othaia  In 

'WashlBgt(m,197;  almOar  laws  abawhara,  138;  UU  or- 

doted  to  be  engroaaed,  ISft 
Li«uUnant-Oni«ral.—S»aJiuUai,  yiA.  6. 
UglU  Hout«  J>uUm.—S*4  Indtoi,  vol  & 
2iail(a«oa,AaM«t^-^iiitfa^       ^  ft 
JJmttation  on  Smtiom  <^  Om^tm*.— In  the  Seaata,  a  Tato 

iiiumga  nf  fill  blTli  nliTlTt  Itl  TTI 
Ltmoui,  Lar^  BepraaentatlTe  from  Miaaanbaiattit  dift 
Lnii^  Lawn     Saaatm  from  Mlaaoorl,  198, 68ft 
iUoK,  a,  praaantad  to  the  President,  8H. 
Iiv60ak  PUimtattoitM^St*  /fKtei,  vols.  7, 8. 
ZMvffcm,  JRtiMU^— Lettera  to  Baaatnjr  of  Stato  Ot 

French  Belatlons,  667,  668. 
loan  BOL—SMlndeK,  toL  ft 

ZomMmm  ma  ft*  Pmldeat  la  188ft  16ft 
ZMMUa  and  ArtlOMl  OhmI;^  tlw  HooHS  •  nl^ 
tlTatOkflaoMn^an. 


Lowa,  Jahib,  SepreaentatlTe  from  Kentnckj,  886. 
Lowaia,  Walto,  elected  Seoretar?  of  the  Senate,  3dft 
LoTALL,  Oaonoa,  BeproeentatlTa  from  Virginia,  880. 
LtroAB,  Epmaa,  BaprasaataUTa  from  Tliglnta,  88ft 
hum,  CatmciBBH,  RepreaeotatlTs  from  Keatucky,  886. 

«aA(raB,TolB.ftlftll. 
LToa;  Lirann,  JMagato  fron  866;  Beaatot  froa 

UkhiiaB,TOft 
Lm^  BoaaaiTn  BapmantatiTa  front  Ohfas  88ft 


H 

Mailt*,  A4m»imlon  q^-^  Ad*a\  vol  ft 

JfiiftHv  ▼<>(•  fir  PtMldnt  la  UBft  16ft 

JfiriM  .dtaW.aiawary  JffKaMo*  JbaoMloM  pnaantad  la 

the  Senate,  nsft 
MaUon  Mtfttgt,  Claim  qfiSee  hdta,  vols,  ft  1ft 
Mttfw  Otn^rol,  ifgtot  cf.~-8u  /«d«a^  toL  1ft 
UAnavM,  WiLXia  P.,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  188, 

686;  ptaaaata  dlstrew  memoriala,  S58 ;  «i  the  eqwuff* 

ing  reaohitlon,  686;  on  the  reoognltion  of  Texas,  T64.— 

AwAds^ToLlL 
Ham,  AaUAB,  Jt,  EapwawtattTB  fron  New  York,  88ft 
lCajnr,JoBL  hL,  BapiaaaatatlTO  from  Paaaqdraala,  SSft 

^/w(«tToLIl. 
Mjjnnaa,  BicaAan     decease  tVL 
tUasa,  BunnL  T.,  BepraaestatlTe  from  Alabama,  88& 

jSm  iitdea^  ToL  IL. 
MoHonK  jyAiOtrit*,  ease  i^^Stt  Jadaas  ToL  ft 
JIMm  Arvioa.— Am  /adsD,  toL  1ft 
ICumMBAL^  HaiiBT  C,  Bq^raaaatattra  from  New  Totfc, 

saft 

*f  AawiH-L,  1^»*e  *T  BiiprwieiiteHTe  from  KeiitiMiky,8aft 
Marytand  MamoHal  m  Ot*  8tat»tf  A^ir».~8t*  Jndam, 

T<rf.ft 

Maryland,  vote  fiw  Prealdent  In  1888, 16ft 

MiaOH,  JoHH  T.,  Beproaeotatlre  from  Virginia,  8KI;  on 
slaTcrr  In  the  District  of  Colombia,  161;  on  the  death 
ofWlUlam  Wirt,4Sft  AaJteda^ToLlL 

Uaaoa,  Hoaaa,  Jk^  BeprMeDtatire  from  Maine,  SSft 

Maaaaekm**tU  Mtmorial  oh  Me  War  <^  1812.— l*dtat 

JTossaoteMtti  JRKUa  aaiiM.—8»t  Ivdt»,  toIb.  8, 8, 10;  IL 

MamnOiiMM*,  TOte  Ibr  Prealdent  in  1888, 16ft 

Vat,  Wn-UAK  XL,  BepresentatiTo  from  Illinois,  644. 

Mai^oOl*  Boad.—B**  Jnd*iD,  Ttda  10,  IL 

HcCaitt,  Jokatbav,  BepraaenUtiTa  from  Indiana,  88ft— 
S»*  AdM;  ToL  IL 

UeCoHAB,  VnxuK,  BepreaaatatlTO  from  VlTglnla,  SSft 

If  aDowau  on  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  407. 

DeDuma,  Gaoao^  on  the  compromise  Ull,  180;  Bepre- 
aantatlre  from  Sonth  Oatollna,  833 ;  on  the  remoTal  of 
thedepodts,SK;  on  the  purchase  of  books,  448;  on  the 
deoeaaa  nt  Jamea  Blair,  4D1 ;  on  the  romoTal  of  the  de- 
posits, 4&L  As /Mdes),  Tols.  7, 8, 9, 10,  n. 

Molvnsx,  Bvm,  BcpreeentaUTo  fWm  Maln^  88ft  Sm 
Indm,  T<da.  9, 10,  IL 

McKat,  Jakh,  BepraaantallTt  from  North  Onvllu,  8SS ; 
on  tbe  am;  eommlsearUt,  48ft  Sm  Zndtts,  toL  11. 

UcEaaa,  Baxum.,  Senator  from  Pennqrlvanla,  10ft  686;  on 
the  pnbUe  diBti«aB,S08;  preaenia  dWtrcaa  memoilala, 
MB,  STO ;  presents  PhlladelpUa  memorial,  SSL 

UeEmniAX,  Tbomai  11, ob  a redootlon  of  the  tariff IM; 
BepresentattTo  ftma  Psnnsylranla,  S8ft~AM  Mm, 
▼oLlL 

HeSni,  IsAAO,  BapraaaatattW  from  Mn^and,  SS5;  n  tha 
goldoolabULMS;  on  the  dsltaoc  of  Baltimore,  60L 

lleKiaiar,  Jon,  B^reseatatlTO  from  Alabama,  886;  m. 
Omij  la  the  Dlstzlct  «t  OolamUa,  SIT;  ntettT*  to 
rcUtloaswlthFi«Bes,ff7a 
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relief  o(  eonsld«ted  tneommlttea,  60(1;  bill  long  Ago  re- 
jected, SSC;  nonevcTMcnoe,  AU;  AirQier  daMa,  6S8. 

ifoacU'i  Oatm^SM  JMttt,  Tola.  9,  la 

Mekckb,  Cbaum  EepresentattTB  from  YirgbsU,  88S. 
A«  /ndoB,  Tola.  8,  9, 10,  IL 

MeMOft  at  Sd  aeaslon  of  SSd  Congrcaa,  8 ;  Teto  of  Intanst 
blU,  11 ;  T«toiBg  tlM  harbor  blll,lSB;  vlth  a  latter  from 
liftyetta,  US;  at  the  flrat  seMtrnt  of  SSd  Crasreis, 
IH;  leUlTa  to  the  nporton  th«  nmoral  of  tha  d«- 
poatta,  SOT;  tha  FraaUaBt^  piotaat,  SOS;  on  lha  jn- 
MBt  of  theSnperor  of  HorooeotSSS;  aumal  to  Ooa* 
greaa,  OSB;  rektlTe  to  the  death  of  I^&retta,  1184;  on 
the  bninlng  of  tiu  Tieararr  bnOdlnga,  MT;  relatlTe  to 
La&rett«,  047 ;  on  the  cUlme  on  Uexloo,  OOS ;  <hi  the 
Bechambeau  claim, 600;  on  relaUoDS  vlth  Fza]ioa,067; 
nlattTa  to  Fmieh  nlatteaa,  080 ;  at  flnt  atarioB  of  Mth 
CoBgraaa,  68T ;  on  the  bogndaiy  of  MltMgwi,  TM;  rala- 
tlTO  to  the  SmiOMMilaii  birtUirtioB,  W;  M  raUlutB 
with  FnIM^  111,  m,  nS;  nS;  «iiiiQ«adi«  tha  death 
of][adlaon,m 

Xeaieo.—hi  the  Honse,  a  reaolntloii  rekUTO  to  the  bannd- 
ary  lino,  650 ;  meaoage  relstlTO  to  dafou  on,  61&. 
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MOOary  Ora*r%  nwolntion  relaUTO  to, «. 
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Hmja,mtbanTaiina  eelUetlan  MP,  W.-^8m  .fii*!^  vol 
IL 

MrtMaai^  JMnr  Ji  EapmwtatlTe  ftom  Ddawaca,  886.— 
AaMn^ToLlL 

Ibna,  PmnaB,  BepraaentatlT*  from  GonzMotleut,  644 

JRnitUr  to  Jkigland.—In  tha  Hooaa,  an  ameadaMiit  of  the 
Benate,  la  relation  to  tiia  ^)preprUtl<»  fbr  tho  fiaUij 
of  Minister  to  FJi/fixai,  688 ;  a  new  prliKdple,  088 ;  an 
aasamptton  ou  the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  a  mlnliter 
•honld  Bot  be  appointed  wlthoot  Its  ooDBent,0S8;  a 
moat  pemidoDa  alteration  of  the  oonatltatloB  If  adtqtted, 
CSS;  Bonedlaasna^lBK. 

JUai,  3rane/M*<^tk4.'^a  the  Beaata,aBlll  relaUng  to  the 
aataUUmieiit  ^d,  eouidarad,  SU;  morad  to  loeataa 
braaoh  fn  Naw  Totk,  819 ;  aipaaaea,  619;  notkn  to 
postpone,  lost,  SOI ;  other  motlMu,  610;  ordered  to  be 
engroased,  081 ;  the  bill,  6S1;  aqnestlo&ofpveroDOae 
aide  and  gtdd  on  the  other,  OSS;  la  gold  of  mora  ralne 
here  than  elaawhere,  OSS ;  Inoonventeaoe  of  the  Booth, 
<2S;  ftirthM!dri>ate.<SS;  blU paaaed,  6S8. 
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ISAoviat,  AuroLs,  Banator  fMm  Ddan^  11^  <H;  i« 
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preaentad,  T21. 
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lag  alaTerjr  memoclali,  nS;  wTkna 
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HoKTSL,  Jomr,  Baintor  from  Mtahlgam,  T03. 
JTuUC^foaMoH.— la  the  Soatte,  a  bill  lotioduoed,  S3;  bill 
fbandod  npon  s  MaaMge  from  tb*  Pnelda&t,  S8;  pn- 
wnto  throe  t«it  tnipMtut  and  moiQenbtiu  oooBldan- 
tlanai  99;  time  tbo  prlnd{te  l^onwhldL  the Uaion  do- 
peiidBveredlseiUBed,»;pNTUaMof  thebtll  lnqpoc- 
toot  lBtbdci^toatloatoapartloiikriBkb,tt;  whether 
the  prlM^ilea  of  Booth  Cknlinairmld,M)  pm^Uarnvt 
tiM  otdlnwee  of  Booth  OndiM, »;  If  the  tenia  of  the 
fwdlnmee  «»  oiuiddamd  there  tiiBo  poariblemode  of  ai^ 
leetliigl^tt;  tntestleii  of  theftemen  toneorttoAvee, 
80;  proo(  80;  mote  the  ordlnaaoe  entire,  80;  extiMts, 
SI;  thejlBteod  there  obeli  be  noJarisdlotUnorerthle 
■abject,  ezMpt  throng  their  own  eotirts,Sl;  aeoeedoB 
on  one  hendeiidmi]llfloetlonoiitheoth«r,Sl;  eprlBtad 
otivDUr  read.  81;  the  Mae  ooekadowlth  the  Palntetto 
hattOBtanBenl^wanlk  •ra^portoftiwBtataitt; 
iriiat  pn^eet  I*  thm  for  an  aboBdooiMiit  by  Booth 
OafoUna,  of  her  piaeent  poeitiM.  tt;  ahe  offlua  but  two 
Biodesofa^astltigthedUpate,8l;  eonatdarattona  which 
make  a  oompUanoe  with  ber  tenns  Improbable  If  not  Im- 
poBslbl^  88 ;  preTioQB  ocoidiNt  of  gsntlamen  from  the 
Sooth  la  regard  to  the  tarU^SS;  what  ^>peal  the  OeDoral 
Oovemment  will  make,  8A;  the  aniUeatloa  of  force  In 
tbe  cue  now  pi«eeBted— sot  aatielpated  by  Soath  Caro- 
lina, Si;  meatltiB  atOhariartoB,aB;  the  Btate  of  Booth 
Carolina  la  quoad  the  wnaoalawa  ootof  the  Union, 
8S;  what  to  to  atar  her  hande  and  prerent  ber  from  ex- 
ecatlng  her  pneent  porpoeef  85;  seoond  paragnq)h  la 
the  dxtb  article  of  the  oonatltotlon  framed  to  meet  tbla 
▼eireBae,Sff;  extract,  8«;  otject  of  the  people  to  render 
the  Union  more  po^t,  86;  we  owe  alleglanoe  both  to 
the  United  Statea  and  to  the  Btate  of  which  we  are  etti- 
leu,  84;  the  Ctorerament  ti  the  United  Statea  forms  a 
partofflia  QoTonunantof  oaehStatetMi  thlalaaeon- 
atttntlanofpow«rgn&ted,S8;  State  Bl|^t^  meeting  at 
Ohazleeton  with  readoUooB  to  form  eranpanlee  to  Import 
goods  free  of  dnty;  prorislats  of  the  bill,  ST:  lint  see- 
tlott  peAoeftil  and  praTontlTe,  8T;  neat,  eaah  pq^ment  of 
daties,  ST;  antiioritf  to  employ  tbe  land  and  naval 
foiWB  or  militia,  ST;  why  did  Sonth  CaroUua  throw 
awajr  her  Tote  on  a  dlstingalshed  ladirldaal  who  was 
Bot  a  eandldate  T  ST;  to  meet  thia  veij  ease,  8T ;  laws 
made  to  enforce  thW  ordlnaaoe  harsh  and  oppraatfre 
h^foiid  fiialbadel  lnn,aS;  eiaa in poln^ 88;  oaawv- 
pdlate  to  foderal  eeorta,  88;  Morton  n.  Knater's  lessee, 
88;  tbtthewets.  Zaae,a8;  a  case  anpposed,  of  a  State  : 
nnQiiying  aa  aet  of  Congress,  and  a  trial  in  the  Bnpreme 
Ooort  eat  off,  88 ;  thrther  eeottona  of  the  Ull,  88 ;  em- 
pU^jrment  of  military  forae,  89;  precedents,  89;  the  re- 
plevin law  of  Sonth  Ouolliu,  40;  Aoftews  eorput,  40, 

PmMrttffU  Mmral  •AulMartr^'Wliat  elaase  In 
the  CoiMtatloa  dal*«atea  to  the  Fadenl  Oovanmant 
Qis  sola  powar  vt  dedding  theaztait<rf  the  (tast  ot 
pvweiatoilael^  saweltasthe  extent  of  the  powerare- 
semdto  the  StatesTdl;  it  la  ssld  to  be  vorted  la  the 
Bopreme  Conrt,  41 ;  examined,  41 ;  obligation  of  treaties, 
41 ;  distinction  between  a  Jndidal  and  a  political  power, 
41 ;  IQiutrations,  0 ;  the  dedsloB  of  the  Exeentire  apon 
poUtieai  questions  submitted  to  Its  dlecretkm,  is  as  sn- 
preiD«  u  tbe  dedaloa  of  the  oonrt  withia  Its  Jarisdlc- 
tloa,4S;  Jnrlsdletlonortbe  ooort overBtates, 48;  where 
tsthegnBtofpower  tothejndtolal  department  to  hold 
a  ptea  of  coptriwersy  between  the  United  Btatea  aad  a 
Btata,  M  parties  In  a  eontroTcrsj  tooehlng  the  poUUeal 
po«en,Jba,44;  let  the  Attorney  General  frame  an  in- 
dMBoit  for  the  United  States  against  a  Btate,  M;  the 
■Ben  set  of  1T98,  44;  braded  the  poUUcsl  rl^ts  and 
powenoftha  Statea,  44;  seoesrity  of  obeerrtng  the  ^ 
tiBflttODB  bstwesB  poUOeal  and  Jndidal  oaaea,  45;  ro- 
una  thim  nd  the  powon  of  tb»  kgtaWlT*  lai  Jndlp 


dsldepartmentsdependonthejndgmentof  the  Bopreme 
Court,  4C;  by  this  new  doefartne  of  saprema^  of  tbe 
Fedenl  Conrt,  aa  irregular  action  of  the  Federal  Oov- 
emment is  aabetitoted  In  place  of  amendment,  40 ;  are 
there  no  dangers  to  Uber^  tobe^prehended  from  this  t 
4S;  dangaia,  4li,  4T;  the  pnutleal  ^^licotion  by  Sonth 
Coiollna  of  tha  Tltglnla  nedotioiia  of  lT9a,  Jw^  not  ap- 
proya^  4Ti 

Th«  pTOTldoaortlMconatUntlaiand  the  legUaUoa  OB- 
derftOQMtttoteaa  tmpregnaUe  fortress  agaiivtwhldi 
spaaolatlon  aad  sophistry  will  spend  their  fi»«e  In  vain, 
4S;  why  was  the  Btate  Jodlelary  required  to  regard  tbe 
aatiiori^  of  the  laws  of  Congress  as  supreme  T  4S ;  In- 
teresting to  look  at  the  etommataBCSi  attending  tbe  pas- 
sage of  th«  Isdldair  UD,  48 ;  vdea  of  Tbglnla  on  tho 
pnvoattkB  to  sound  tho  Oonitltatkai  ot  the  United 
Btota^dB;  irint  an  adndr^do  ayitain  of  Goremnunt 
la  ours,  48;  It  Is  ssld,  aappase  tha  Bnprene  Conrt  tians- 
oendaitspowan,W;  ltlssaid,thejadlelary  tonoteom- 
petent  frMn  Its  oqanlsatlon  to  settle  p<dltioal  contro- 
Tefsles,80;  the  taiUT law  U Individual  In  its  effoeta and 
makes  partlea  by  iridoh  tha  ease  eaa  be  nbmitted  to 
theConrt^fil. 

Tho  eal^eot  one  «f  Intanst  to  Sorth  OorclUna,  Ct ; 
ooniie  of  Booth  tash  aad  naeaDed  for,  01 ; 

tho  blU  manilastly  iBttended  to  be  applied  to  Booth 
Canllita  akms^  U;  what  aoona  la  likely  to  lead  to  a 
peaeeftal settlemeot  of  this  qneatioarsS;  aoindlrldnal 
to  whom  tbe  power  proposed  by  tho  bill  conld  be  more 
wllltngly  eonflded  than  to  the  President,  OS;  the  Btata 
of  Fennqivania  not  quite  exempt  from  the  Iknlts  Im- 
puted to  Booth  CaroUaa,  Dfl;  tho  case  of  Gideon  Olm- 
sted, 88;  the  doctrines  of  Feansylraala  at  that  time,  68; 
aztraet  from  WilUa's  address^  fiS;  theqrfrttoroompro- 
Bdsa  aad  oondHaHon,  M;  U  la  said  tho  poopU  had 
doQiad  the  General  Oovemment  with  Its  powen,  B8; 
this  brings  up  the  great  qneetlon  of  consolidated  powers, 
68;  Horth  Carolina  and  Bhoda  Island  refused  to  ratify  the 
Constltntlon,  64 ;  if  a  m^oilty  of  the  States  eoostltatlag 
oue-fourth  of  the  people  refkua  to  eleet  Senators  an  end 
Is  pnt  at  once  to  the  General  Government,  04;  the  peo- 
ple of  BO  wide  a  oooatry  would  never  bare  delegated  tbe 
powers  to  moke  a  eonaoUdatad  Goromman^  64;  It  la 
add  to  be  Oia  aspitbg  iHlda  «r  Btrta  BOTorslgatlaa  wUd 
hM  led  to  ttast  fldngi,  B4;  I  stand  on  Oo  reaerred 
flints  <tf  tbe  Btatas,B6;  remarin  of  George  Clinton  fa 
1810, »;  result  of  Us  ezperienee,  06;  results  of  Btate 
pride,  66;  doubtftal  powen,  oeesalans  of  their  azerds^ 
68;  every  pesceftal  remedy  shoold  be  resorted  to^  M; 
osse  of  Kentaeky  in  ITM,  68;  AutheroMweMloiUtOS; 
what  win  beat  meet  tbe  present  orlslsf  6T;  are  the  peo- 
ple of  Sonth  Gsrellna  akme  OMMsmed  In  tUs  mattery  6T ; 
wo  ara  aalM  upon  to  Jaopord  fho  paUle  paaea  hya 
novel  and  dangerooa  azperlnient,  6B;  loconiaMidaUona 
In  the  Presidents  message  68;  a  reduction  of  dntiM  the 
moat  appropriate  remedy,  68;  almost  on  the  ere  of  a 
dvUwar.OO;  by  acting  In  a  spirit  of  eoncOlation  thU 
qnestion  may  be  settled,  09 ;  octloa  of  the  goTemmant  in 
emmectloQ  with  great  primary  loeal  interest^  80;  the 
ooutitatloBMtthapiodaoHimrf  thapao^  In  aggra- 
gate.  6a 

In  the  oonfUot  of  power  between  Che  United  States 
aad  any  single  Btate,  who  is  the  final  and  eftctual  um- 
pire T  81;  dootrlnea  advanced  In  regard  to  aodal  and  po- 
litical etnnpaats^  61 ;  the  Uiritod  Statsi  at  the  time  of 
focmli^  the  constltntlon  had  power  to  grant  to  a  Gen- 
eral Government  the  rl^t  of  ultimate  doddon,  61;  did 
theydedgntofi»mit?<a;  was  thlapowar  la  bet  grant- 
ed 1 68;  opinloaairf  the  large  States  as  to  tha  powen  (tf 
the  General  Qovamment,  W;  U  haa  boon  sik0d.wbat 
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noTWouuaeiioiiiiltl«oftlwtdIl,66;  UMflntBco- 
tloB  eoBftn  on  Um  PrHUant  tin  power  at  closing  old 
ports  of  entiy  and  opeolDg  nev  onw,  <5;  h«  )■  aothor- 
iz«d  to  exact  cash  duties  at  one  place  while  the  credit 
syatem  prevails  st  afiother,  0 ;  he  is  suthorlEed  to  em- 
plof  the  land  and  naval  forces  to  pat  down  all  "  alders 
and  abettors,"  69;  the  seoond  section  extends  the  pow- 
ers of  the  United  Btatat  Canrts  om  a  portion  of  the 
erimlBal  Jaitadtethn  now  belonging  to  the  State  Courts 
ozclMtTdr,  W;  Hu  tttlrd  section  provides  sn  Instance 
flf  pneUoa]  nnlUfleatton  every  way  equal  to  South  Caro- 
lina, W ;  anthorltf  to  call  ont  the  ntlltaiy, « ;  the  slztli 
section  a  Botany  Bay  law,  87 ;  no  amblgnity  aboat  tbls 
meaanre,  OT;  the  eonne  adopted  not  calcnlftted  to  avoid 
a  mptnrtt,  <T;  the  m^orlty  mast  pass  this  bill  on  ttielr 
own  responsiblUty,  87 ;  the  mode  by  which  tn  preserve 
tite  Union  Is  by  Tostoring  mntosl  oooMenoa  and  affoo- 
tlon  aznoog  the  membera,  68;  It  Is  Idd.  It  would  not  do 
to  offer  terms  to  Bontb  Carolina  maintaining  a  menacing 
•ttttnde,«. 

Bute  secewlon  Is  a  less  evil  than  Btato  nuIUfleaUon, 
n ;  are  the  ordinances  and  laws  of  Sooth  Carolina  oon> 
•onant  with  the  Conatltatloa  of  the  United  SUtes  1  S9 ; 
inetsphTsical  sabUettes  In  which  the  qnestion  has  been 
Involved,  <B;  an  ultimata  sovereignty,  a  paiwnonnt 
powarorommdniiantaDdresalatlinuMiwtho  eonatlta- 
tkn,  nats  In  tlie  p«q>l«  Oroe^bortbs  of  the  States, 
70;  soverelgB  power  eonstdered  divisible  by  those  who 
Itemed  this  Government,  70;  the  power  conforred  on  the 
jBdMal  Department,  70 ;  Harsbsll's  distinction  between 
Jndlfllal  and  political  power,  70;  can  the  qoestlon  of  the 
TaHdlty  of  the  South  Carolina  ordinanee  and  legislation 
■rise  bcflmUieBapreme  Court  T  71;  views  of  the  Fres- 
tdent  OB  the  anthority  of  the  Cottrt,  71 ;  tho  Tl^la 
TSflolntliiu  of  1798  quoted  tno^ostthw,  71;  nretbepro- 
TlshiHortlwblUpn^to  BMon  the  obodlonea  to  the 
Ifcwa  which  South  CaroUoa  withholds?  Tl ;  It  la  Hid,  aU 
hninaa  InstlintlMw  emtain  tho  eleuenU  of  tbeli  own 
destraetlon,  TSl 

This  is  an  adralnlstntion  measnte,  7S ;  what  la  said 
of  It  by  fHends  of  the  admtnlstmtloa  f  78 ;  pnbUe  opin- 
ion sets  with  Irresistible  Ibroe  In  brer  the  nwunie 
leoommended  by  the  Presldant,  IS. 

matweretbecMMMiriilehledtoailibmf  H;  tarn 
V«the  eoBstltnaonal  power  to  pass  Itt74;  IflUsbody 
oonnlve  at  Cbarieston  being  a  f^  port  your  revenue  is 
lest,  74;  they  expel  the  Jndldal  power  of  the  United 
States  out  of  Sooth  Osrollna,  75;  what  Is  oharaeterlzed 
as  adespotlo  m^orltyf  7b;  the  encroachment  on  private 
rights  and  property  and  the  sanctity  of  courts  Is  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  70;  tho  ordinanee  on  the  right 
of  Jury  trial,  7b ;  a  vUdatlon  of  the  conoUtntioB  Invtdved, 
n;  otlterTMatlm  by  tbsproTbdoBsof  theorfflnaaoe^ 
T6;  tkirther  details  of  the  ordinance,  76;  77, 

The  first  sectl(»i  dedares  the  tariff  laws  null  and  void, 
T7 ;  Is  the  tariff  eonsUtuUoDal  T  T7 ;  the  third  section  de- 
clares that  appeals  shall  not  be  t^en  tivm  the  State 
Oonrta,  IS;  clause  upon  which  the  President  relies,  78; 
not  a  ccwrect  view  of  the  constitution  to  say  the  laws, 
ConsUtuttoB  and  treattss  are  the  topreme  law  of  the 
land,  70 ;  a  traa^  may  beonse  neeessary  Impairing,  In 
•omo  tBstMce^the  ooniUtiitloii,7V;  the  lait  clause  on 
seeeaston  has  bees  eonddered  a  vlolatton  of  tbe  oonsttta- 
tkm,  79;  It  Is  only  the  dedarttlon  of  a  purpose,  not  the 
ezeeatioD  of  one,  79 ;  a  State  has  tbe  same  ri^t  to  ee- 
eede  tiiat  a  oltlzen  has  to  emigrate,  79 ;  the  ordinanee  Is 
not  la  say  one  pcdnt  nncoastitnttonal,  60 ;  grounds  upon 
which  this  blU  Ib  unconsUtnUonal.  80;  a  State  haea  right 
to  Jndge  In  the  last  resort  of  a  violation  of  tbe  ooosUtn- 
tli»,eO;  folia  <rf  the  eoMeqnencee  If  thhbll!  peases^  81; 


if  It  passes,  what  rtgUa  aro  left  to  Sootk  CMbe*  « 
tnotlou  to  stiike  ont  the  third  seoUw  Leet,  6^ 

The  bill  makes  tbe  PresUoat  ef  tbe  Unltoi  taks  a 
national  dictator,  and  oonvertB  Ua  agcats  We  per 
cblenatns,  86;  it  plaoes  the  mIUt«ry  ebon  the  trd. 
power,  87;  ttissald  wemeyselUy  intrnrt  tbawymr^ 
witJi  AndMW  Jaekaoa,  ST;  what  ilcbt  bM  Oe  fees  > 
bonr  d  tbe  Hoftt  te  deawaa  ttnt  Me  hbseits'  5e 
preteoteditthen^eiM  of  tiM  fkes  or  tto  shoi  kbr 
ofaeBoatbT87;  this  right  denied.  ST ;  Oebnimcra 
tbls  question,  87 ;  the  people  of  AUbeaa  hef»«oa»- 
mon  Interest  with  those  ot  OefaOt  Oandta*  in  imc=; 
this  i^^resriiHi,  87;  some  seena  to  think  tkcy  tmst 
snpport  the  President, 87 ;  who  at*  tkey  Oet 
anxious  to  dothe  Ibe  Preddaat  «1&  tbene  fvwBl  ^ 

FIrvMa  Bfoivtion  i.— Whet  wM  Che  cnAW 
TliglBin  la  ITV^-WrSS;  ha  ptwWfflMK  fb*  An 
and  eedWoa  eets^  88;  fluli  pmmd  tkn  nai  mmrm 

and  poHcy  of  Virginia,  83;  eagcltl»Liii  inlsij  snfti 

resolutions  ofgSiSa;  bow  tbe  men  of  thane  da|ria4K>- 
stood  their  own  proceedings,  8»;  the  qneetlgn  it,  wK 
measures  of  State  Interporitlan  were  decned  esMba- 
tioBsl,  89 ;  State  InterpeeltiOB,  the  ricfat  tew  riescd  ■7 
other  States,  90  ;atteapy  to  4m7  tUi  il||t,l9;  " 
there  ever  lev  oeoedon  to  deqiaic  of  Ob  aand  pww 
aadiiUliiMto*HanaaiK7af  naodBd  pabBeefMBiilC; 
what  «e  we  flaDed  spin  to  do  Is  the  ptasnt  (Ms*  K 

Tbe  first  objection  to  the  ordlBanoe  latatWtMtW^ 
91;  tbe  people  of  South  OsroUnn  beUer*  tbe  Usteeki 
union  of  States  and  not  of  Indlrtdnals,  01;  (bey  Ms^ 
the  rl^t  of  resistance  to  nnooMtttaUeool  laws  behep 
tothe  State,  and  notto her  todivldBnlcltta«aa,9i;  ithe 
been  otjected  that  the  Btats  haa  acted  pred^M^. 
93;  ttotwlthstsDdlq[herd4«yoft«ajiaai^bereaata(t 
Is  called  taah,  91;  beraiitaabaT«HtedtariqKS;ti» 
pcdnt  at  tone  between  tbe  two  paitlea  than  WW,  wbsAr 
nulliflcatlon  was  a  peaeeAil  and  eflMrat  vi— tgy.e: 
bis  Congress  the  right  to  peas  thU  bin?  9*;  Otil 
violates  the  constitution  plainly  and  peJpeMy  nsi? 
of  Its  provisions,  98;  It  Is  esW  to  be  a  meaaniu  ef  psea. 
04;  this  consUtuHon  iaafoderal  unloB  of  tbe  Bnass 
which  the  ssversl  Slates  stfll  retnlo  their  aee«ie«a?. 
0«;  It  Is  eald  the  biU  ob^  to  pMs,  becMas  the  ha 
oo^t  to ba  enlbtoed,  M ;  U lii^  Oat  tka  Ote art 
be  ^eserred  wltbontTegnJ  to  the  wwa— .  IB;  tfaaoe- 
troversy  Is  one  between  power  and  Uberty,  H;  Oe 
question  lnv<dves  tbat  moot  deeply  impottaatef  id  po- 
litical questions,  wbetber  It  Is  a  ftderal  or  n  h)muMs'b< 
government,  96 ;  same  contest  at  dlflbieBt  agse  ef  A 
world,  95 ;  governments  of  the  Teutonic  noe  heeed  » 
federal  organization,  90;  extract  from  Pe^iavtt.  ft;  tfei 
goTenimont<rftbetwdTetilbea,9t;  it  ia  tbevgU  ds 
taM-MaafeTapsribet  Bovanneat  le  tbe  sotomm* 
of  the  msjori^,  90;  epscotta  of  the  prteslils  oT  fa 
absolute  and  nadiediedm^ority, 97;  dtvMadlatom 
intorasta,  one  profiting  by  the  actloo  ot  tbe  ^e  iiksw^i 
and  the  other  at  whose  expense  tbe  ma^ilae  b  b^th 
motion,  97;  modes  ot  modlflcatloB  Or  «  gummwiM^ 
bound  upon  the  will  ol  an  abedota  m^}ority,  96; 
any  remedy  Ibr  tho  evlla,  or  can  tbe  people  pivcn  tbw 
eelvesrOS;  tt Is seld the inteipaaUloB itf  a  State  weeU 
lead  to  anaretay  tad  dlMofaithM,  »;  atmnOm 
ftmdibedby  Boma,99;  the  tendni^  to  eanBrt  u  fii 
aett<m<tf  tbe  Oeneial  GoveruneBt  Is  batweea  SartbMi 
and  other  aeottcma,  tO. 

AtMieofthreatanddeflaMe,100;  U  Isaddd  Oat  es 
the  decision  of  this  qnesttoa  depwds  tbe  caoeeof  lAar?. 
100;  publle  opinion  srttled  on  tUt  qoeetiea.  190;  &* 
doctrine  of  South  Carolina  examined  and  iiiiiepwinl  vnh 
Oko  CMltttnti<»,100;tbetiineieaiibitlBa^MI;FV- 
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odUoiis  afBrmed  In  the  llTBt  two,  101 ;  oar  sjrrtem  uld 
to  bo  a  eomputaceedttd  to  bj  the  Statoi,  101 ;  Ungntga 
of  the  people  In  the  oonctltntloB,  101 ;  the  retolntlons 
Import  that  the  United  States  are  conneeted  onl^ 
leafn^  101 ;  ITio,  It  U  time  the  people  andentood  It, 
101;  praetleal  eonaeqneiXMa,  10> ;  the  eoosUtutlon  does 
not  prorhto  ftir  oventa  vUdi  imat  be  preosded  hj  lU 
owB deatrnetloB,  108 ;  InHTltsblefenttaorthladoetrtBe, 
in ;  practtoal  nolllflcaUon,  108 ;  ftmr  podtloBa  tubIii- 
talnedaplnitall  theie  theoriea,10S;  the  eonatltntka 
b  not  a  leagne,  eoalMeraey  or  ewnpaet,  100;  no  lan- 
guage In  the  whole  conotltntlon  applicable  to  a  conAder- 
aejr  of  SUtee,  108 ;  prepoaterons  that  any  Btate  ahonld 
have  power  to  nMUf  the  prooeedinga  of  the  General 
OvremiiMnt  reapeetlnf  paaes  asd  war,  lU;  the  people 
Dve  utder  two  Oowmnenli,  KM;  the  eoBatttoUon  re- 
gardalMrMpflipBtiul,10i;  tbera  la  a  wi^«iim  law  of 
tb«laode«MliaiigtfaeMatltatioii,te,M;  adoettlne 
bringing  sncb  eonteqnenees  u  thii,  cannot  be  well 
ftmnded,  105 ;  the  QoTemment  of  the  TTnlted  Btates 
poseeeaes  anthoritf  of  final  decision  on  qaestions  ef  dls- 
pnted  power,  105;  If  the  conatltntion  did  not  contain 
thia  anthmitr,  «ie  State  of  twenty-lbnr  could  not  dalm 
it,  lOB;  tba  rfghl  of  State  Interpodtlon  ttrlkea  at  Uie 
▼ery  ftrandatlon  of  the  legUatm  power  of  Congreas, 
109 ;  the  constltntkm  has  not  left  tfaU  eanUnal  point 
wlthoot  hll  and  explicit  prorUona,  108;  ratbority  of 
Congreas,  106 ;  on  the  JudlcUr/  It  la  stUl  more  explicit, 
108;  nnlltficatlon  la  as  dlstlncUj  rerolatlonar]r  u 
aeceaaton,  107;  the  ordinance  and  laws  <rf  Booth  Caro- 
lina examined,  107;  what  the  ordinance  dedarea,10T; 
•eccod atop,  107;  the a^Ueatfam effttree,  108;  third,aU 
legal  ndreiacatofl;i08;  two  prinelpal  psrUoaaon 
whleh  Sooth  Carolina  reUea  to  zatfst  the  lawa  of  the 
United  States,  and  nnllUy  the  aathoritj  of  the  Oorem- 
menl,  106;  what  la  fhe  reason  fcr  fudng  lawa  Uka 
these  t  lOS ;  the  cause,  a  dUTsrenee  of  opinion  on  a  pro- 
Tlslon  of  the  conatltatloit,  108 ;  how  are  these  laws  of  the 
United  Btates  shown  to  be  nneonatltntlonair  100;  It  la 
Bsld,  on  acoonnt  of  the  motlTe,  100 ;  la  It  trne  the  mo- 
ttrefln-tbeaelaws  la  anctaaa  la  statadr  100,  It  la,an- 
qneathNMUy,  i«TCnae,108;  flw  ftfanda of  nnlllfleMlon, 
If  ■aeeoMltal,  would  be  Oe  "u^tMtt  of  thalr  m 
mln,"  110. 

FoBtponentent  conddered,  110;  flnOar  debate^ HI; 
bin  ordered  to  be  engnaaed,  111, 

Meaeage  tram  the  Freeldent,  eemmanlcatlng  the  ordi- 
nance of  Soath  Carolina,  Axs^  IM;  motion  to  print,  IfiO; 
referenee  moved  to  the  Committee  on  theJndtdar7',151; 
ottjeet  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  Congnaatho  neeea- 
■l^of  eertalnlawa,Ul;  nftnoM  eanlad,  16L 

In  tbeHooae,  moTodtoTeftrthereTennoeoHeettonblll 
totboCoannlttee^thotPhiile,llB;iiilaf^MaitBll9na 
efthablU,l<0;  fatblabai  totakepTMedensaef  Am  ta- 
riff r  160;  Sonth  Carolina,  160;  It  Is  add,  the  whole  qnea- 
tlon  Is  one  of  doilara  and  cents,  170 ;  motion  to  poa^Mne, 
loat,  183 ;  neeeaaarr  to  part  irith  Andrew  Jaekeoo,  18S ; 
■oroe  thlnga  which  seemed  to  be  forgotten,  189;  com- 
pare this  bill  with  a  ftrmer  measBga  <tf  the  Prealdant, 
188;  does thie  bin  pennlt  a  naa  to  bft  Mad  bf  bto 

peontl68;  ttmnatpasafliraeiakaofflwiuiloBpart;^ 
ofBenth  Carolina,  188;  a  prhidple  In  the  poUtka  of 
tyrannr,  188 ;  it  declares  the  Stataa  1017  be  eompeUed 
to  obedlenee  by  mllltarr  force,  188 ;  what  has  prodooed 
thU  state  of  tbliigaT184;  the  paUooof  the  President, 
184;  anawerto  the  oempUnta  of  the  South,  185 ;  the 
prodamatioD  mar  i^lr  challenge  the  worid  for  a  par- 
allel, 188;  U  Is  aald,ltwas  Isnedfintho  baatitf  mo- 
thw^  185;  iUlowed  a  menace  eoBflnnlng  aU  Its 
ptiaelplaa,  385;  Am  war  tiu  etvU  wwr  Is  to  oonnMMa, 
288;  though  moeh  bbj  U  ooMsdid,  It  stopi  ihart 


of  the  demands  of  Booth  Oamllna,  187;  flttoro  proba- 
blUtJe^  187;  the  ordlnutoe,  statotea, the  nUttaij 
preparationa,  1S7. 

The  r^eotloa  of  this  blU,  a  negative  sanction  of  nnlll- 
flcattoB,  168;  this  la  an  admtalstiatloa  meaenrn,  188; 
the  paMsge  of  this  biUwlU  be  another  de«p  (tab  to  the 
eonatltnth».188;  first  ssetfaw  of  the  bUl,  160;  pownof 
Congress,  180;  the  present  attitude  of  South  OsrotlDA 
does  not  Aimish  snch  «  esse  as  waa  oootanplatad  hj  the 
oo&stttntlon,  180;  it  Is  said  we  bsTo  no  ssanranoa  that 
fionth  ChioUna  will  repeal  her  ordlnaoee,  Ac,  100 ;  it 
Is  asld,  unless  we  peas  thia  bill,  the  modification  of  the 
tariff  wlU  hare  the  appeatanco  of  concetslan,  100;  do 
70U  not  ran  the  baxard  of  provoking  the  other  Boothem 
fitataa  to  Wn  put  with  Bonlh  OazUlutlOO;  bm 
passed. 


O 

Oatkt^Su  TndM,  toL  1.  , 
O^cupvtng  CUrimant  ZandM.—S»6  Tndtse,  roL  8. 
Office,  a  etrtain,  on  Inquiry  rfspectin^.— iSseAdM^ToL 
& 

Q^teen^SsMMal^t— AsAdea^ToL  L 

QffleM,  phtnUtty  tf.—8M  Iitdtm,  tqI.  i. 

Qfflevn  <^tkt  0iutoms.—Se6  Index,  vol  7. 

OUo  Oaaal,  Zand  Grant  t0.—St«  Index,  toL  11. 

fWo  AeioteWoiU.— In  the  Senate,  resolntiona  of  (Hilo 

liegialatnre  ag^nst  leoharter  of  the  bonk,  dec,  pteatnt* 

ed,0S8. 

Oftfo,  vote  for  President  In  1889, 188. 

Mitt,  Jfofthern  ftountfory  ^— In  the  flsMSts,  •  UH  to 
tabUth,  eenddered,  887;  Ohio  no  weU-fonnded  eUm 
to  take  ftom  Uldilgaa  that  part  of  her  terrltorj  de- 
manded In  the  bill,  867;  the  power  which  is  posaeased 
br  Gongreaa  to  modUy  this  line,  867 ;  the  law  Is  agatnat 
Ohio,  888;  act  of  April,  1801,  863;  assertloQ  of  the  Ohio 
oonrentlon,  888;  conatitntlMi  of  Ohio,  how  reeatved  bj 
Congrea^888;  further  historical  details,  800;  UU  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed,  870l 

0Mo  Abst.  Jmpnmmmt  ^  liU  JToi^wiMm  q^-«M 
MMVT<d-ll. 

OMgJariegswnwmif.  fti  jM^toLI 

OrvNMMOs  ^]7BT.r-iSiM  Mm  TOlii  S,  4,  «ad  A«NV  TtL  8^ 
JOmomH. 

Orteam  TirrUoriet.—Se*  Index,  vol  4,  TerrHoriei. 
OaoooD,  Qattoh  P.,  Bepresentattve  firom  Maasachosotts, 

885. 

OwBHs  nAKSUAK,  the  COM  Q^— In  the  BonsSi  a  naelatlon 
of  Inqnlrr  into  the  canse  of  the  death  o(  niMMldiail. 
881;  debate,  <S1;  res^ttoa  Kd<^ted,  W 


P 

Paoi,  Sanimr,  BeprcsentatlTO  from  Hew  Totk,  881 
PainangQ/the  prtne*p<a  eMtdq^Oa  SewibMam^-Bm 

Jndem,  vtia.  ^  0. 10. 
Panama  MnieUre,  Hutnuritons  to.— See  Index,  IOl 
Panama  JffwfoN^-As  Adex,  vols.  8, 8. 
Pixm,  JAini,  BepnsentatlTS  from  New  Jamr,  88B ;  on 

the  claim  of  Saaan  Deeatar,  484;  00  daverr  in  the  IMs- 

triet  of  Colombia,  8T3. 
Paus,  Oobbam,  Representative  fren  Halaat  ML 
Patent  0gUe.~8ee  Index,  toL  10. 
PATTKison,  WiLUAM,  Bepieeentstlre  lh>m  Ohto,  88& 
Pattok,  Josh  IL,  Bepreaentatlre  fhxn  Virginia,  S8B ;  on  thft 

daimof  8M«iDseatnr,481;  on  Fmneh  KlatlOBS,  887; 

nUtvt  tofdattau«iaFEUOi,ffnL  an  MoittA. 

11. 
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J>apiifJUmbtn.-~S44  Indtm,  vola.  S,  ^  10,  IL 
Farnumt  t^InttrMt  to  aiatu.-8-  Mm,  toL  9. 
FmAatm,  Ddtu     EepraMnUttr*  thm  Bhod*  Iibatd,  ttS. 

3m  huUm,  ToU.  10,  ih 
Fhk,  Jvdbk,  Uu  mm  <4  «M  AdM^  toIh  1L 
Ah(  <jlNb  in  IIU  IHdHM  tf  OOmMm.  '  Vt  th*  SoMa, 
a  Un  to  utborfM  tlw  lAtptlM    MHUwtd,  «• ;  JdU* 
cbl  VTiUm  of  Um  (Uitrlct,  tOe-,  Um  pro{KMlUoD  la,  Ml 

PnrsunoR,  Edhcxd  IL,  oa  Um  oomprcanlM  bUl,  ISa  Bu 

JPtmiUnUeuy  «t»  «U  IHtMat  <y  CW*miM&--iSm  Mm^ 
Tola.  8,  t. 

AMMyfadHiia  IntmrfftmU.  Sm  Aidta,  toL  L 
Ami^AhmIo,  T«to  Air  PmUntlB  IM,  1«L 
Am(0»  JBUi;  AMMfaMMVi— A*  JiMlN^  nL  T. 
AMtonZcHML— In  UmHohm,  »  reaolntlonezteiidlnf  tbapny- 
Tkfou  of  th*  pttulon  kn  to  Umm  engaged  Is  Indian 
vantMtwMiiWaiid'9Sk410;  tlialaw  aaltnowttatkd*, 
410;  objectt  of  the  rMoloUui,  410 ;  the  penaloa  ijsUm 
ko  \em  odlou  to  the  Bonth  than  tha  tarUt,  tit ;  a  noat 
Imrdenaome  ^stom,  iU ;  bow  hare  Uw  prowiliM  of  the 
■dndnlatnttoa  Uea  fceptt  41S:  w&at  laUMflpmtlon 
oTtUa  qrrtemf  4U;  ftutbtt  dabida,  Of;  iMolattoa 
adopted,*!!  AMM««T«ta.lML 
AMtaMf9«MnMM  Q0leani/(IU  Viirq^Ul&r-dM  Jii- 

PztXT,  COXMODOlt.— A«  /ndMi,  TOL  lOL 
PaKNma,  rwpttom       >Sm  Maib  T«L  I;  nd 

Tola.  1,    18,  SoMry. 
PnroK,  BAm.%  BeproaenUtlre  ftvm  TtaHMOt  IM;  <m 

the  ranonl  of  tlte  depoatta,  417. 
Kmm^  0nrant  O.^  XapNimtatln  fran  VaHMlnatt^ 

M4 ;  0B  dmtr  IB  *>>•  XHiMct  of  nC 

Picxsm,  — ,  oo  the  death  of  Wairen  B,  DarU,  608. 
Pnnoi,  FmAnui^  BtpreaantallT*  from  New  Hampahln, 

8S6;  on  ntolaUonary  clalmc,  48S. 
Pouom  Jos,  BapnaantatlTa  from  H«v  To^  S8IL  <Sm 

JiMfaa^ToLlL 

POKun,  HnsT  L.,  BapttMntattT*  froBi  Booth  Carolina, 
tSB;  «  tha  daoMM  of  Tboaw  D.  Blulalaii,  MO;  m 
tkapmafaNiUw^41l;  «tltap«idhHaarteak%4«L 

Fnit  Bar.  ICr,  alactod  (attain  of  tha  Sa&ito. 

Fma,  Srb,  rerokai  Ua  algnatara  to  a  diatr«aa  mamorUl, 

nil 

Pimuin,  Fumv  Bepreaaotattre  from  UlaaiaalppI, 
S81  «SM /ftdM,  ToL  11. 

pMMSiznai,  Qaoaaa,  Seaator  from  Hlaalaa^l,  1» ;  on  tha 
psUta  dMiM^  US ;  on  tba  Rhode  lilwd  Saaator,  SOB; 
on  tha  Pnddaat'a  prot«^  SlB;;oa  tha  PoUdi  axUe^ 
•85;  ehoaaa  President  pro  tttn.  of  tbaBaaateiSSS;  hit 
addcaai,88S;  on  Execptlye  pafatmaga, 865 ;  oathalbTll- 
fleatloii bill, Si2,  ^/fl<te,ToLU. 

PoUt)t  AUM.— In  the  Senate,  a  blU  to  donate  land  to,  eob- 
■Idared,  868;  pawed,  SU;  a  memorial  preaented,  463; 
dtoamataneaa  of  the  exilea,  4n;  the  cauae  of  Pdand, 
463;  OM aenUment  In  ragud  to  the  ezileo,  463;  memo- 
llalnfaina,4a;  WUftom  tha  BwatooonildeTad,Bn; 
amendment  <rf  tha  HooiaiMn-eDBenrtad  in,  681;  Hooae 
Indat,  (»1 ;  the  Un  fi>r  the  raUaf  of;  ecaddorwl  la  tha 
Baute^teo;  ltaA«tat«B,900;  tahaaaranottooaoaaiaga 
a  hongiT  daaa  of  speeolatora,  600 ;  laid  on  tha  table, 
600. 

Poix,  Jau  K.,  BepreeeBtatlTe  from  Tennaieea,  886 ;  re- 
ports a  bUl  fbr  the  eale  of  bank  stock,  166;  on  tha  re- 
moval (rf  the  dapoalts,  896;  on  the  pnrehase  at  hooka, 
44S;4IA;  w  the  State  banks  as  depoaitorlaB,4»;  on  the 
local  bask  Ngalatlon  depodt  bill,  486;  on  tha  Poat 
OffloalnTeitipUon,OSl;  oB  tha  fintUoatton  bll^  t»; 


on  the  Ueado  claim,  606;  on  tho  d«poeit  banks,  CI 
AaA^Tote.  8,0,10^11. 
PiMUtiitartraiH  Oanai,  amd  Lomi*iana  OoiUffe^SM  Iniu, 

■nlin. 

Poor  ^G*on/ito%on,  wttdjbrf  iSm  Atto^ToL  IL 
Pon^  Pasuw     BapraairtattTa  ftooi  Kaatad^,m 
Poaam,  AaxAmMa,  aaaator  ftan  LaaMwi^  HI,  <81 
Ftrlmffalu  Oomm»re4  WO.  '  igea  Jfmdmt,  toL  T. 

AateK  iMaoMo*  V-— In  tha  Hooae,  a  natdntton  Mlalfm 
to,«OBrfdeiad,U8;  extant  of  tha  eatabnahmaiit,  U9; 
oxpanaa  dafrajad  bj  a  q>ecUle  tax,  1S9 ;  after  a  aai^is, 
190 ;  maiTiontea  onprodnetlTa,  129 ;  mod  tctm  laaifii. 
U9;  thempradaetlTaraadaaboatd  be  aoatalaad  at  Oo 
paUiaahaiga,U»;  tha  tiaanr  Aaold  fta  tta  fria 
BHtti^  U9 ;  a  new  iiadaaltoa  «r  ntaa  AoalA  ba  aad^ 
UBl 

A  propoaitkm  to  eharge  the  Poat  OOaa  am  tha  caa- 
tomi^  180;  Improprte^  of  the  aehame,  Ul;  It  vdbU 
then  be  in  the  oondltloo  of  the  anaj  and  th*  **vj  sad 
Jndidarr,  181;  the  time  fin  the  IntntdtMfion  of  this 
maaHU«,m;  ftuth« debate,  1»;  mottoit leat, ISL 

Poatmoafar  GmmJ;  AUorir  4)*.— rS««  i<s<(a^  Tola,  fi,  L 

Pott  <SbJ4.-lM  tha  Haaw,a«amBlttaa  af  titiHgrtw 
appointed,  081. 

PMt  QglM  D^parimmt  I»94$UffaUoti,—Sf  Btim,  viL  IL 

fint-Qftct  Patr«iuig*.~-Se*  Indm,  foL  &. 

PMt-Qtle«,r-ai4  Indeea,  toL  1. 

Potomac  JUom'  Bridi/t.—S«4  /<««*»,  toL  8. 

P«TcmX.K.,BlalnM  a  aeat  as  Suiatar  ftotn  BhodaUsd. 
198;  laaohition  on  oompensatton  to,  818. 

Para,  Datib,  Jr.,  BejreaentatlTe  firai  Pana^rhsaK  iBl 
AaMM^nLIl. 

Famr  ^Bf  PmUmt  to  aHglaaU  Xlttioiu^Sm  Arfw. 

Poutn  tf9>»  gatrwiant— In  the  Beoata,  laauliiUiaia  nJ 
atlTe  to,  piaeatad  br  Mr.  CaJhoaa,  SK;  te.  paaaBawi 
brKr.Onudr.M;  do^pnaaatadbj  Ifr.  ClivtaBi,S. 

Pfim;^im  BiglU».—B»eIiuUa,  nda.  T,  Ifl;  11. 

PtaaTM,  BufuxL,  Senator  from  Vennont,  IBS,  686;  «■  To- 
moat  namorlal^  871;  on  reaalTlag  alaraiy  mantDcial^ 

PpMNSltto  JflMitoWL— ^  JiMlM^  VOL  & 

lYmmhfivm  Jbiwfpa  AMMTK—Intha  Sanalak  sTCaoktiaa 
to  anthorlaa  tha  aala  «f  a  Don  and  hoiaea.  pnaeaasd  to 
the  tTnlted  8tetea  b7tho  Emperor  of  UoaoeoOk  eoa^ 
and,ti8T,  STS;  In  tha  Hooae,  report  of  tbaOonmUtaa 
onFMoIgn  AflUn,64S;  taaolatl<a  agvaod ta^  US. 

Pr4ttd*ncy,  Fdaaney  iiidaa^  tdL  L 

Prmidmt,  AUtaipttd  AmamtnaKm  la  SaaaKa 
itpwl  an,  HB;  fiilin>tiwl|,  68fc 

iVMUMW  JXMtMMM&--&aaBMaK*  laanWlMarb* 
qnliy  Into  the  geaidneneaa  ef  a  doaament  toaaaa  ty  tta 
PiaaUant,  800;  animiiBaalcalI,200;  naaaaslwthacd, 
906;  whr  ahoald  tlio  Senator  tarn  Ksntocky  darinta 
get  poaaearion  of  a  paper  addreaaed  ij  tbo  risaMcf  te 
Us  advtsatet  SOO;  Impoaalble  to  ooaeetTa  tha  aata  ta 
which  thla  Inibnnatltm  may  be  appUad,  906;  ha  taaj 
taftiaatoaoi>daoi97inaoa«eito^call,906;  ttadeo- 
OBaBtBOtaiidlMalaot  of  tha  PreaUant,  906;  naola- 
thnnadUadiBOT;  naohitleaagned  te,  907;  uiiaiiga 
lA  f^ljr,  907  i  Mmadi  am  tita  i^r,  907,  lOBL 

AwW aaWal  ITxafon  in  tta  B<mM.~8e*  Iitdm,  ycH.  9. 

iVaHilawWfli  JBmMom.— Beport  on  mode  of  eonatlng  tha 
Totea,  60,81 

Pnarov,  TnuAH  O,  Senator  from  Booth  ftoiMaa.  11^ 
686 ;  on  tha  foong  men'a  dlatnas  mamortel,  388;  on  tba 
deoeasa  «r  Jamea  Blair,  808;  on  the  pardtaeeaf  boc^ 
881;  on  pnbUo  printing.  610;  oo  tha  fertUditkn  ha, 
6401  OB  thaalaatlo&of  ^latar,  68S;  oa  reaalilif  dmir 
pMUkOib  TO;     riMwrwnarid^  TH^IV;  as  tta 
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dMOSM  of  Bldurd  J.  Manning,  Kl  ;  OD  aflUn  In  TexM, 
761 ;  on  the  Smlthson  iegaaj,  T61 ;  on  Tazu  tflUn^  T78> 

PraoUms  Qmttto».—3M  If>dto\  Tola.  1, 4, 5. 

J*rtntittff,  P*bUc,  cost  oC  for  •  series  of  jreftn,  802. 

PrinMHT,  7^  AtUf&— In  the  Bemte,  n  retolntion  to  go 
Into  tba  elMtton  of  s  pilnter,  009;  three  modes  at,  re- 
ported 1b  1819,  600;  the  printing  of  the  depertnientB 
•hould  alao  be  eonddered,  610;  whet  wu  thecaoM  of 
the  looreue  of  printing  f  SIO ;  report  of  1819  orderod  to 
1m  reprinted,  CIO ;  In  the  Benttot  motion  to  proceed 
to  the  eleetlon  of  %  printer,  08B;  lenuriEi,  88S;  %  pUn 
tat  the  pablic  printing,  (S&. 

Printing  Old  JbwnaU.—Ia  the  Senate,  a  reeolatlon 
relattre  to^  considered,  SOD;  heftvjr  drair  on  the  con- 
tingent fond  oT  the  present  Beeelon,  SOB;  the  nhnsea 
ofprtntlngioneof  tbegiUniMMoftlw  ]uttlon,M5;  nn 
•xccM  of  power,  SOS;  tbe  nle  of  books  nwmbort 
donUe  their  fuj,  SOS;  tiM  Mtly  power  of  Congres*  on 
the  Bntject,  806 ;  ynOietl  Inequality  of  the  eyitem,  808 ; 
fhrther  debate,  807. 

Privats  loam*  in  aervtee,—S»e  Indta,  toL  & 

PrinaUan,-'^  IndtUt  vtds.  4,  & 

Pri«iUgm<tfi3*nuU  Oglov*.-SM  hvUa^  vol.  IL 

ToLT. 

A«9er«y  4^a«  CbMifrih-^  tlw  8aB8t^  offldal  fttreaui 
statenMBts  snbntttod,  871;  eaOed  ftirin  tlw  laisss  of 
alarm  operations,  871 ;  a  report  to  malce  tho  patriot's 
heart  rejolee,  8T1 ;  revenae  for  the  year  not  orereeti- 
muted,  879 ;  increased  tmportatlona  an  evidence  itf  cosi- 
merolal  proq>ertt7,  ;  also  the  aalea  of  public  lands, 
8»;  tbediatreas  that  had  existed,  8T8;  beta  bsten  on 
the  bank  the  odiom  of  having  prodncod  aD  the  nial  oom- 
merelal  dtatnn,  818;  the  lawease  of  moae7,871;  reea- 
pltii]Btloi^874;  tbe  gsnM  iip,alannoT«i;8T9;  thobank 
ftanitalw^8I5;  •  word  to  those  iriiohn*  delBded  tto 
peosle, STO;  refln^  817. 
ProteatiM  IhiiU»,~S»*  Indt^  voL  1,  and  /Kd««^  vols.  S,  B, 

2>utl«a  on  Imports 
ProfMf  PrwfdMl— In  th«  Beaate,  ameessge  from  the 
PresidOBt  protesting  against  tha  Senate's  proceedings 
against  him,  presented,  818 ;  protest  against  the  reeep- 
tfamor  tliepqMr,818;  nopanUel  in  the  part  political 
hlat8i7orth*aniDbT,&9;  aodlvositimlBtlwHoue 
l(iamMtbain<oadsararUlniTpower,8lt;  impossible 
to  obtain  two-thirds  sgalnst  aaj  messnre  which  has  the 
sanoUwi  of  tho  President,  819.  , 

Ko  member  of  the  Senate  to  whom  the  pqter  came 
nne^teoted,  ttS;  what  ts  the  tnie  cbsracter  of  this  actT 
nO;  the  Pnsldent  proposes  a  trial  of  hie  personal  popn- 
larlty  against  the  constltotionsl  powers  and  rights  of  the 
Senate, 888;  designs agalnat  the  Senate,  897;  an  appeal 
wltt  at  t1«w  to  aeoompllali  •  ohnnge  In  tlw  eonstltn- 
tkoi  of  tho  BWHto  is  Is  its  natnr*  imlntlpurT',  828 ; 
the  President  has  raised  this  qnarrel  without  cuse  or 
fsoToeation,  898. 

A^Motof  the  qnestlon,  830 ;  ftom  whom  does  this  pa- 
per come  r  839 ;  the  reasims  which  will  govern  the  votes 
of  those  who  refine  to  Mcelve  it,  839;  bo  one  hss  denied 
the  right  of  the  Benata  to  reeelre  this  paper,  880 ;  aappoM 
tbspei^eapproTetlMdootilneB  oTthe  Bwswge,  In  what 
eoodltioawlU  the  Senate  be  placed  T8S0;  fltcta  examined, 
Sn;  if  tha  Hoose  had  sent  an  impMehment  In  the 
wonb  of  thlt  resolntton,  would  the  Senate  have  Iiesltated 
to  smlgn,  ttf,  and  oondemn  the  oecDssd  f  881 ;  Wash- 
ington was  not  ashamed  to  ^^eal  to  the  people  for  their 
jodgoaent  on  Us  offldid  oonduct,  SSI ;  other  reasons 
for  olffMtiBg  to  lis  reoeptloo,  889;  the  British  doctrine 
flfPaiUamsBlBijr  privily  «zimlned,  889;  cztnwtfrmn 
JdstsoB^UannOiSSS;  IheoiHorJdtdanQBM  Dnnn, 
181 ;  ftethar  muA^  SSL 


Never  known  or  read  oi;  an  admlnlstraUon  whloh  ex- 
pires with  to  much  agony,  883;  the  head  of  the  Presi- 
dent phrenologlcally  examined,  885;  he  demands  of  the 
Benate  to  record  this  proteet  on  its  Journal,  3SS ;  consld- 
ers  himself  ohargod  with  the  hl^  crime  of  violating  tlie 
laws  and  onHtUoflon,  886;  in  iriist  tona,  tempar,  «Bd 
spirit  does  thsPrssidenteoma  to  thaSenateT  88S;  Us 
own  opinlona,  887;  not  content  with  riodl  eating  hU 
ownrI^ts,S88;  Ui  oonatitatlMial  ntd  ofllolal  lnlUIlbn< 
Ity  mnit  not  bo  questioned,  888;  how  often  has  he 
charged  Congress  with  open  violations  of  the  oonsUtn- 
tloBtSSS;  the  advisers  of  the  President  deceive  Um 
and  themselves,  883. 

The  question  before  the  Benste  la  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  th«Pi«8idantM  protest,  889;  Its  eomphdnta, 
889 ;  Tlowa  of  the  immediate  qnestton  presented  for 
do^rioii,889;  bad  the  Presldantftti^ttassBd  the  pro- 
test to  the  Senator  840;  Istt  th«  dnfySf  thoSwatoto 
receive  the  paper  T  UO ;  Is  it  the  duty  of  the  Benato  to 
enter  It  on  their  Jonmal  ?  841 ;  what  is  the  reaolutton  sa 
It  stands  on  the  Jonmal  f  849 ;  it  Is  said,  tha  sdvocstes 
of  the  reaoluUoB  SV^rid  speaking  of  the  Preddent's 
moUvea,  8ti ;  it  is  said  this  nesiags  ought  to  be  dlliued, 
848;  the qilrltirlthirtileb  the  Prsddent  hss  eome hers, 
848;  the  act  has  been  pronouneed  uBpnoodantei  aod 
i|]iatttliMMd,S44;  wlutwasOa  «aae  now  bsfon  the 
Senater844;  ohoagaswhlehUMTSHlBtlonoftkeBMuta 
has  undergone,  S44 

History  of  the  events  of  tha  past  few  months,  846; 
what  Is  the  real  nature  of  the  Isine  between  the  parties  T 
848;  hod  the  Preaident  a  right  to  question  our  deoUlooT 
846 ;  no  right  to  exerolse  any  Implied  or  coastnutivo 
power,  847;  «U  ImplUd  powers  rested  in  Goognss,  817; 
aietbe7notllald«toabiiaer847;  why  has  UiawBBtl- 
totion  llodted  the  veto  power  to  bills,  dsn,  reqnidig 
tboooneamnea  <tf  both  BonsssT  M8;  admltaUa  nv 
lugmnonts  by  whleh  tha  harmony  the  government 
Is  secured,  848;  the  source  from  whleh  the  President 
derives  the  ri^t  to  Interfhre  with  our  proeeedlngs,  849; 
smendmeuts  moved,  849. 

The  paper  an  olBoial  message  from  the  President, 
849;  whatever  may  be  lU  oontents  we  csnnot  nefBse  to 
receive  It  without  noting  absardly,  80;  voto  on  the 
reaolntlons,  80a 

Boeapitnlatlon  of  poteta  OMiafarined, SO ;  whatUlt 
thattha  BoMU  hasdonat  SSI ;  ptooMdlnga,  8GS ;  tha 
present  qnestlon  Is  to  annrtiui  Into  the  oonstUnttonsI- 
ity  of  the  BenateTs  proeeedlngs  sgalnst  the  Prerident, 
snd  not  to  try  the  Freddent,  858 ;  the  whole  point  ttf 
the  defence,  8S8 ;  not  true  In  point  of  foot  or  material 
In  point  of  law,  809;  the  omission  to  charge  aerimlnal 
Intent  operated  against  the  Senate,  8S8 ;  the  resolution 
Is  the  same  without  the  averment  of  criminal  Intent 
with  it,  8S8;  tb^natore  of  an  Impeachment  nnder  the 
constltntlia,  803;  dlftsrOBOs  from  an  Impeachment  in 
England,  868 ;  mnstntloiii  from  onrhtsbny,  S54 ;  esse  «f 
PlckerlBK  854;  esse  of  Chsio,  SOB;  proprWr 

and  deoorum  <tf  the  BeiMte*k«ondDetliiidq)tlBgftn». 
olatlon  of  this  charaoter  i^idiist  the  PrssldaH  U?; 
who  compose  the  SenateT  89S ;  the  coostitatlonaljndges 
at  the  President,  8S6;  the  variations  which  the  resola- 
tlon  has  undergone  at  the  hands  of  its  author,  806 ; 
why  was  specUloatloa  sfter  spacUestion  dropped  tiU 
not  one  remslnod  7807;  the  stodlad  amUguity,  imoar> 
talnty,  oaddesOtatlottof  polntof  the  lesolntlon, SOT; 
the  SMBt  Ht  waa  donebrllr.  Oallattni  la  1811,  SBS; 
details,  SOB;  inegaUr  and  Ii^nsttee  of  tha  Sensteli 
eondnet,  SCO ;  deplorable  and  disastrous  eSSota  resnltiiv 
from  the  Senate's  conduct  In  Joining  the  bank,  S9B ;  the 
Senate  was  Intended  to  be  the  oonaamtlvs  tribonolrf 
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the  eonatltation,fl60;  Judgos  wlio  stlmnlftte  prosecu* 
tlODS  «n  gnllfy  of  Itnpeachnbl*  conduct,  860;  effects  of 
the  attempt  to  ostracise  tho  Frealdent,  8G0;  tbo  dcgro- 
diUon  of  tlu  Sensto,  861 ;  oSbct  od  the  pnblla  mind 
prodlgtoni  ud  deploiabla,  861;  gnat  mlBehicf  done 
npon  the  property  of  tbe  country,  861 ;  a  atrmnge  and 
erentftil  scene  paascd  through,  802 ;  two  lactdonts  of  the 
drSQU  deserve  particular  notice,  S62 ;  the  greatest  mis- 
take a  politician  coo  make  Is  to  nndcrmte  tho  Intelli- 
gence of  the  people,  363 ;  vote  on  the  resolutions,  863> 

PubUo  Suadinffg.~SM  Indeee,  vols.  T. 

Public  D*bt.—S«e  /ndMt,  toL  8. 

PubUo  J)^fltulUn.—St6  IndoB,  Tol.  T. 

PuNia  Iheiatunta,  ivppression  of.-'&*  Indeu,  toL  T;  J>a. 
ReprtnUttg  of,  »e«  Tndtx,  toL  10. 

Public  HtpmdUure. — Set  Index,  toL  11. 

PvbUe  Laindi.—\ii 'iha  House,  resolntlona  to  Inqnlro  Into 
the  expediency  of  rodncing  the  prke  of,  considered,  and 
also  to  rclln<iuish  certain  lands,  12fr;  Important  qnes- 
UontnTolTcd,  126;  postponomcnt  moved  and  carried, 
IfiT.  ^/nde(B,Tols.  1,2,8,6,7,10;  Do.  PvrOtawn  <if,- 
M  iadtm,  ToL  10;  Do.  GraduatiM  ttf  flU  prie4,  Ut 
htdm,  Tola.S,9L 

PublieLandt  DittHiwtion.— la  the  Senate,  a  blU  to  dlo- 
trlhnte  the  proceeds  of  the  soles  of,  Introdaeed,  13 ;  no 
neceaslty  Ibr  refbronce,  18 ;  bill  refeircd,  12, 

The  distributive  principle  of  the  bill  unconstitntlonti, 
24;  the  character  or  composition  of  the  bill  objectlon- 
abla,  U ;  true  character  of  the  bUl,  25 ;  dUtribaUon  U  a 
fidlacy,  an  Illusion  and  a  deception,  S5 ;  the  preltminoiy 
dlstribatlon  of  l&i  per  cent,  to  tho  noir  States,  a  fkUlfl- 
caUoB  of  tho  ■nh^  ugnment  on  wUch  the  bUI  rest^ 
S5;  tho  bill  onlhlr,  partial,  itiOiut  In  uronl  puileu- 
laia,  U;  popnWioa  s  Ihlao  and  vxiixat  ralo  Is  Its  appli- 
cation to  aiystemoflntemal  improvement,  IKS;  theper 
cent  alloTed  the  new  States  InsufQclent,  26;  the  dam- 
age to  tho  new  States  firom  this  bill  cannot  be  estimated 
In  money,  36;  corrupting  tondendos  of  tho  qvtom, ST; 
bin  ordered  to  be  engnnsed,  27. 

0>tei»fa»W«ib— Morod  to  atrfke  out  the  words  "  colo- 
alnttenaffk«epaiaoUofcolor,"27;  lost,  27;  renewed, 
iT;  ftirtlwr<tob«te,S8;  bmpa8Md,S6. 

nfai— In  tbo  Boat*,  anMtMg*  vtiiriBg  Ow  Un  to  ^ 
ttlbnte  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pnbllo  lands,  SOI ; 
details  of  tho  measure,  202;  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  taUe,  carried,  802 ;  message  token  np,  202 ;  fhrther 
details  of  tho  uh,  MS;  the  President  has  acted  in  a 
muner  moat  reapectftil  to  the  Legislature,  208 ;  with- 
holding  the  bill  wu  a  violation  of  the  eowUtntlon  and 
dlaraveetftiltothoBeDate,i03;  hiatwy  ortheblll,a08; 
tho  oontltntlai  doei  not  give  the  Pntldent  tea  daysto 
oonskter  bills,  except  at  the  long  seadon,  30C 

PubUo  ZanaDlttraution.—S»*  Indtx,  vols.  10, 11. 

PubUo  Mvneg,— In  tho  Hoom,  a  reeqjntlon  calling  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  fbr  a  plan  by  whldi  the  pnb- 
llo money  may  be  collected,  k«pt^  and  dlibniwd  withoat 
the  agewiy  of  a  bank,  6H. 

AiPNn  M  tt«  iTaeyir-^  Adao^  ToL  Ui 


Q 

QMiberi,  Mmorial  <tf.—3M  Isdtx,  toIs.  1, 1^  8. 


MaUrvatU,  aidic—SM  Mm,  toL  10. 
aaOnad  Jlrom  AtiNmon  to  Wamit^im^SH  Mta, 
voLlL 


j  BuiBAT,  EoBEKT,  BepreseBtative  fiom  PeraiTinau,  frC 
Rakdolph,  Thovos  B.,  elceted  Sergeaat-flt-AiiDa,  UK. 
Raii*omyProidbitiim€/.—BM  Imdta,  toL  &. 
BvUMitaUamdSUimtt  raivtllmttf.—SM  Im£m,r^: 
BsED,  JoBir,  BepreaontatlTe  ftom  MaMitlwaetli.  IK-  ■ 

daims  on  France,  4TB.  Bee  Tudeae^  vola.  fi,  T,    9.  . 

11. 

BxBomB,  Absiham,  BopresenlatiTe  ttom  North  Cv  _s 
889. 

JteproMiaftvet,  ^llta^/leaUo»$  <^.—See  TttOtm,  toL  « 

Bepreemtatton,  Bolto  qfi—Sie  Indem,  Tola.  1,  S.  4. 

SeBtfftuittony  doet  U  emm  a  MtfOMsr  t~-Bem  fwfc^  t  >. 

JbMteMOisrriatlTBto  a  lOdncUon  of  Aitlw.  U; 

Candlna,  IS;  « tlM  Powera «f  the  Q«mBBfBt,n^ 
OT;  relative  to mOitiiyonleis,  W;  od  tho  Tarii  >£; 
notliy  the  President  and  Tloe-Pmldm  of  a<lr 
Uon,  80;  of  thanks  to  Bonator  Vhlte.  Pre»M£«t  ^  - 
iem.,  124 ;  on  the  decease  of  PUUp  I>oddiidge.  IS . 
InatmcUona  to  Uinlster  to  Franeo^  ISA;  on 
Lands,  IM;  on  Expensca  of  Fadenl  Oovta,  IT.-.r. 
te^Mtlon  of  Poalage,  123 ;  on  ndactlaa  of  dnOes.  Zi- 
<nabribanal«fdBinH,lSS;  ondlitribiitlnstlwac^ 
nmnM^ltt;  on  the  deecBSo  of  Jjames  iMfc^ia 
on  deposits  In  the  United  Statea  Bank,  in ;  oftez- 
,totbe  Speaker,  ISl;  relative  to  the  Shode  Islnas-'' 
atoia,  201;  on  the  report  respecting  th«  mafrt.  - 
the  deposltB,  Sffit;  on  the  romoTal  of  tbo  deporii*. 
of  Inquiry  Into  the  public  dl5tTe«a,  888 ;  «b  Aeecur  •' 
llunnaaT.BonMn,Sn;  onthamDoralorthedffw. 
801;  ooaOtridand  ttlrer  Oaiinuej, 8W;  on  the  :~ 
eeaia  of  .Jamei  BWr,  SOS;  on  Oa  flacis  eTL  T 
]}ennla,809;  on  the  Presidents  Frotant,  JB; «: 
Bhode  Island  contested  election,  871 ;  on  the  d'«t«v 
Thomas  D.  Bln^eton,  SW;  on  tlia  Kentnefey  ^aot/ 
election,  890 ;  on  the  decease  of  Thomv  T.  BMAl 
480;  on  the  reduction  of  rorenua,  489;  n y  'i n ^ 
United  States  Bank,  440;  ontbadecMaeetluHEks. 
451;  onthedeceaaooft^rttletoii  P.  Dennis.  451:  cs'l. 
diatribntton  of  dlplomatto  owro^MMkdmiee,  4a>;  a 
cnatodj  of  the  pnbHa  BUte7,481;  ob  tte  EMsdr 
medion,  4K ;  <«  the  Btata  Brnkn  m  JqwrtiailM. « 
on  the  decease  of  La&yette,  006;  on  the  daatt  efU- 
Jkyette,  filO;  on  a  portrait       Wad&ii^tra,  tSU;  = 
ezecDtlTe  potrooage,  H4;  on  French  rdattcBW.  K\  : 
the  decease  of  Worren  B.  Darls,  MO ;  «■  Xsmc-k 
patronage,  68S ;  called  the  expunging  naohitim  Ct 
696;  on  o  national  printing  office,  flSS;  on  ^ 
Charies  Blade,  641;  on  deatb  at  "■■tf*— r.  IVa- 
Ing,  M5;  on  azpendtai*  at  Haivy  Riia^  10;  ■ 
presents  ttom  finelgn  powan,  60;   aa  da«w  * 
lafliyette,  646;  on  Trench  telatloB^  CM;  «■ 
lands,  646;  on  Imprisonment  for  dab^  MS;  «■ 
lie  lands,  646;  on  Cumberland  road,  GIT;  on  5«t; 
Eastern  boundary,  64S;  on  viva  roee  el««tie««f  oCrr- 
649 ;  on  the  Uexleaa  boondary  Una,  6B0 ;  os  GtK-v 
Lafhyette,  6C0;  on  printing  the  ontton  of  AduKtt 
on  fhel  for  the  poor  of  WaaUngton,  698;  oa  WmIb 
twi^  pi^on,  6fi8;  on  tba  pnbUa  aoneyg^  4M; 
Judlatary,  606,  VSt;  on  Tfra  vaoa  daeCiaa^  «K:n 
Fnndii»l8tlonB,aOT;  on  an  ananiiimt  «r  Oa  tmf^ 
tatlon,  «!V;  <n  a  daty  nt  fbrdgn  oaal,  6K;  en  u* 
vritlngsofWashlngton,  CTS;  cm  French  rrlatiam  f" 
631,  683;  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker,  684 ;  eBOMdem 
Of  Nathan  Smith,  TOI ;  on  the  deoeaso  of  EHas  K. 
709;  on  the  decease  of  Zalmoa  Wfldnaan,  TtS; 
French  Blblia,790;  the  changing;  T4S ;  cfNcwHi:^ 
shire,  on  expunging,  ^  754;  Hatne  ABtf-SUverr 
TOO;  on  the  recognition  itfTBzaB,m;  aftfaaBawTdtt 
Legislotar*  on  ezpangtsg,  775;  oa  tba  lirr "  d 
Madison,  778. 
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AeemtM  QMection  BOL^Sea  yuUifloation. 

Jtetenutt  OoUectUm  ^.-'-Sm  JttdeK,  vol.  & 

Eeemua  Cfntt4i*r~3— Jndtm,  vol  4. 

BmHutA,  Reduction  ^— In  Um  Hodm^  a  nwlntlaii  to  In- 
quire Into  the  expedlan07  <it,  conildered,  4S9\  not 
Adopted,  439. 

Rmtnuo  8itrphu,  reoolutloiu  on  th«  dlatrlbntlon  of,  148. 

Retolittion,  SoldUrt  i^f.—Si*  Indan,  rob.  10, 11,  ud  ladtaOt 
rola.  S,  0,  Soldien, 

Reeotvtiott,  Snrriving  Offietrt  af.—See  Jitdtx,  voL  9. 

JlemrfuMoHorv  BowUy  LamU.—S»6  Indtm,  toL  & 

SnoMtonarif  diUiM.— In  the  Honse,  a  Ull  rdatlTa  to^ 
teportttd,  4S6 ;  adTutagsa  with  vbloh  the  Ull  came  be- 
ttre  the  House,  486;  wh«t  ore  the  objects  to  be  answer- 
ed \>j  the  bill,  wdwhst  Are  Its  proTlsEonsT  485;  not  tho 
rale  to  Allow  Interest  oatheso  claims,  486;  objectiona- 
ble femtnns  of  the  blll,48S;  limitation  actB,4ST;  pre- 
eomptlon  thfttall  Joat  cUlma  liad  b«en  utisfied,  4S9; 
erideooo  of  reeords  wnwrilngly  Impettoet,  488 ;  ftirther 
remarks,  488. 

JttvelMtianaiy  PmuUn^  ^atmL-Set  Ind&a,  toI.  a 

Abtholds,  Jobm,  Bepresentatlre  from  Ullnoia,  644;  on  the 
Jndldarr,  SML 

BnxoiM,  JoHx  "S^  peUtlou  kti  aa  Exploring  Sxpedl- 

tlOB,fl4«. 

Shadt  laland,  Adminton  of.—Se«  Ind«D,  toL  1. 

Bhodt  Itland  8tnator»,—-la  the  Senate,  reaolntlons  rolo- 
tiva  to,  9D1 ;  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  con- 
teatod  Beatpf«s«nt«d,US;  a  ftw  &cts  in  relation  to  the 
piDOWdlngaof  the  committee,  84S;  right  of  the  mlnorltj 
to  KAmit  a  report,  288 ;  dUensclon,  269 ;  resolntlon,  STL 

R\od6  Island,  Toto  ftw  Preddent  la  1884, 16a 

BiTM,  TauAH  d,  on  the  lerenne  oolleetion  bill,  83; 
Benator&vm  Tlr^nla,  108;  on  the  removal  of  the  de- 
posits, SS8 ;  on  the  deoease  of  Thomas  T.  fiouldin,  259 ; 
the  Tltginia  resoltltlan^  268 ;  resigns,  268 ;  Senator  trom 
Tlrglnla,742;  ontheracogQitloaofTazaa,706;  on  the 
decease  of  Uadison,  ITS. 

Boadtand  OanaU,  SmrMtftJbr^—Bat  India,  toL  T. 

Soadt  in  Statet  or  TtrritoriM,  diftrtne*  btlweiu—See 
/ii<fiff,TOlB.9^10. 

Boad/ivm  DdroU  to  CMeago ;  J>o.froim  P€tuaoola  to  St. 
AvffutUnti  Do.  from  Georgia  to  Ji'ew  OrUantf  tee 
Indtm,  vol  8;  Jh,  inArtama*,  Sm  Jndto^  toL  9. 

Road*,  Poit,  rapair  <{<  in  JB»HMlppi.—See  Indtx,  vol  & 

Roadt,  PotL—Saa  J«defD,  toU.  8,  7. 

RoBum,  Asnn,  on  the  eompromlse  Mil,  Ul ;  Senatw  ftom 
Kboda^Ialand,  198,  689;  presaaU  dlstnas  memnlBU, 
S98.  As  vols.  9^^10,11. 

BoBDSniT,  Jons,  Beprtoentatiye  from  Tliglnla,  6& 

BoBiinoit,JoBH]iiL,  Benater  from  nUnvIa,  198, 6at;  on  the 
decease  of  K  K.  Kane, m  Bf  Ziidm,-niLl\r 

KooT,  'E.Kumsi,  on  a  Uen  law  Iter  baOdors,  127;  on  a  re- 
daction of  dntloB,  ISX 

KnosLB,  JoHM,  Senator  from  Maine,  fiSi,  flH;  on  tba  Ualne 
Anti-Slarery  reaolntlons,  765, 

RvlM,ameruimmi<if.—Su  Indta,  vols.  8, 10,  II. 

Ausffan  TnaiyiM  &»  J/brtK-Jfult  oontravtniUm*  of.— 
Sm  I*d*a,  ToL  la 


S 

SaU  IhUv  and  FUii»g  Sonntif.—Sf  Indtr,  rol.  6, 

iSawinmak,  rOUfcfi—S—  Ind/v,  toL  8. 
Scubhk,  Tmarmixo  S.,  BepresefitatlTO  ftom  Kaw  Joney, 
88IL 

HOBLET,  WnxiiJf,  BepresentatlTo  from  OoorglaiSSd;  on 

the  renioral  of  tha  depoatta,  411 
^AooUMHdtr'^IuSm,  ToL  la 


SMmen,  Foreign  SftrchaaL — Sm  Index,  vol  (L  • 
Seamon,  ProUeUcn  o/.Sm  Indaas,  vola.  8, 4. 
«$tat     ffooeriMMRt-nSM /isdeBV  vats.  1. 2, 8,  B. 
Siertt  Fmaeedingt,  PnHbutlon  tif.—BM  Index,  yA.  A, 

Sedition  Late  o/lT9a— ^  Indet>,  vols.  4,  6,  9,  and  JndM, 

ToL  2,  DefonHve  Jftantret  and  SedUioM  PnmUetM. 
Skloem,  Dudlxt,  Bcpresentative  from  ^ew  York,  885. 
Seminole  War.~See  Indew,  vol.  8. 

SsKMBSfB.  L.,  on  relief  <tf  General  Macomb,  ISa  See  Index, 
ToL  11. 

Senate  oonTenca  at  8d  ses^on  of  S2d  Congress,  8 ;  Senate 
a^tomva,  2d  aeaslon  of  S2d  Congrais,  124 ;  Benata  eon- 
venea  at  1st  session  of  S8d  Congress^  19^  adjounis  at 

close  of  let  session  of  23d  Congress,  864 ;  coQTeDcs  at 
id  Bossion  of  2Sd  Congress,  622 ;  convenes  at  1st  session 
of  24th  CongreH,  6S6 ;  odjonrns  at  dose  of  Ist  session  of 
S4tb  Congress,  779. 
SnanAKT,  Jomr,  votes  br,  as  'Vice-President,  Ica 
Bkvieb,  Ambkock     Ddepts  from  Arkansas,  SS&,  See  In- 

dM!,vols.lO,ll. 
Shacktosd,      choaan  Sergeant-at-Anna  of  the  Sanata, 
SOI 

SnxFAXD,  WnXLui  B.,  SepreeentaHve  ftom  North  Caro- 
lina, 830.  Sss /ndeoi,  vol&  10, 11. 

SmpuT,  Emur,  Senator  from  Maine,  IW ;  on  tho  removal 
of  the  deports,  880;  on  the  distress  memorial  from 
Maine,  262 ;  on  French  spoliations,  087 ;  on  executive 
patronage,  60S ;  Senator  from  Maine,  686. 

SnEPPKSii,  Anoi»TDrx  H.,  Bepresentativo  from  North  Caro- 
lina, 885.  &sAdra,Tot8.9,10,lI. 

SmiTM,  'WiuuH  N.,  BepresentaUve  from  Vair  Joaer,  S8B. 

iSK(p  Chann^  round  the  FaOe  <tf  SUtgarck—la  tha  Ibnas^ 
a  petition  fbr,  presented,  664 ;  remaAa,  654. 

Sttt,  dtUitre  ttf.—Sae  Indea,  vol  11. 

SiLs&xx,  HATUinu.,  Senator  trom  Massaehasetts,  198 ;  on 
Mossachnsetts  resolnttona,  2T0 ;  on  nilstiona  with  France, 
6;!0.  See  Indeae,  vols.  10,  It 

SiKOLETOir,  Thokas  D.,  Bepresentativo  ftam  Sonth  Caro- 
lina, 885;  deoease  oi;80a 

StnUng  Fmtd.—8ee  Indtat,  vol  10.  ^ 

Sladb,  Coablm,  Bepreeentatlve  from  Illlnots,  896 ;  deoease 
of,  644. 

Slxde,  William,  Beprosentattva  from  Vermont,  88S.  See 
Index,  voL  IL 

Slavery,  action  qf  Indlana.-~See  Inder,  vol  8;  Ordi- 
nance. 

£Za«eryia.iniHiMM;— Inth«Hoa»a,petitlonar«Utlve  to, 
prcaentod,  75T. 

S^amtry  in  A*  IHiMct  tff  CWumMi.— In  tha  Honae,  a 
memorial  fbr  the  abolition  o^  presented,  161 ;  grom  In- 
conslstoncr  of  the  theory  and  proctlee  of  onr  Ooveitt- 
ment,  161;  character  of  the  petitioners,  161;  time  enongh 
when  the  people  of  tho  District  request  tt,  161 ;  people  of 
tho  Northern  States  as  mnch  concerned  as  tliose  of  the 
Southera  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  162;  refbrred  to 
tbo  Commlttea  on  the  District,  1S2 ;  petttloaa  pnylng 
tho  abolition  of,  considered,  660;  coraphrfnt  ot  flia 
petlttonan  Quit  a  portion  of  tho  peofde  of  the  Dts- 
trletara,  without  crime,  dtaqnallfled  as  wltnMBea,<60; 
free  blacka  liable  to  he  token  np  as  ranawv'  sUvee,  661 ; 
the  slave  trade  Is  carried  on  in  the  District,  691 ;  Ucens- 
od  by  the  Corporation  of  Washington,  663 ;  distinction 
of  white  and  black,  662;  abolition  of  slaverr  in  the  Dis- 
trict asked  for,  688 ;  right  of  petition,  664;  power  of 
Congress  over  the  District,  664;  oapedient  to  grant  the 
pTBfer,  MS;  reftrred  to  aalMit  eommittes^  86& 

PetiUona  from  Maine  presented,  676 ;  other  memorlala, 
677 ;  abonld  be  printed  that  Boothem  pe<^lo  may  know 
how  Northern  pecq^le  ibel,  677 ;  a  great  national  qnes- 
tion,STT;  what  ottfect  to  be  attained  by  printing  f  6T8; 
how  doe*  tba  matter  standf  678;  printing  mob  dooa- 
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mvU  proUbltod  in  moad  Of  tlui  flonthern  Statu,  ST8 ; 
atato  of  feeling  utd  of  the  sua  u  It  exista  ber»  In  Om 
ITortli  and  the  Sontb,  079 ;  motion  laid  on  tlie  table, 

m. 

In  tha  Senate,  a  petition  ftn-  the  abolition  of;  conalder- 
ed,  TOO ;  qneatlon  of  reception  raised,  705 ;  note,  705 ; 
Sontliarn  ml  ad  alreadr  filled  with  agitation  and  alarm, 
103 ;  Cairo  Qoartsrlf  Meeting  Hemorlal,  703 ;  Congress 
no  powerorer  alaverr  la  the  States,  706;  oonatltaUon 
neognlxeitlierl^t<tfpnq)ertrlnBlBTefl,708;  dnmin- 
atanees  under  wUeh  the  memorials  ar»  preaentod,  706; 
cmsesetlOQi  Iqjarf  to  the  slaves,  706;  request  of  tha 
liMtDOrlal|at^  7D7 ;  effect  of  granting  It,  707. 

Objeet^  memorialists,  T07;  abollUoulsts,  707 ;  plo- 
tnres,  707 ;  mischief  of  the  societies,  703  ;  conduct  of  the 
bodf  of  the  people  at  the  North,  TOS ;  motion  to  lar  on 
the  table  preferable,  709;  wh^  attempt  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding oaloolated  to  dlitarb  the  harmoaiooa  action  of 
UieUnlontm;tol4Mtli]||tidletoiw,7W;  ul^ootiMBt- 

QoMtfcm, ovght  we  to  leoelTe  the  potittonsT  TU; 
hoir  good  p(dler  to  raoelTe  them,  when  we  haTs  no 
power  to  grant  their  reqnsat,  714 ;  dlflbrenee  between 
not  reeetrlng  and  rqfecdng  after  reoepUon,  714;  la  there 
nj  principle  that  obliges  ua  to  receive  petltlana  T  7U ; 
the  Leglslatorei  that  ceded  the  District  bod  no  power 
to  abolish  alaTerj,  714;  the  grantee  has  not  more  power 
Oan  the  grantor  posMiMdi  TIB;  othn  oI^ecttoiM  to  the 
oompetencj  of  Congnw  to  sxenlae  this  power,  TIB ; 
the  moat  efBoIent  meaoora  to  oompd  general  abollUon 
In  the  States,  716;  dntj  Congreas  to  anpjmas  aerrile 
innmetloni,  T16. 

CragKia  ongfat  not  to  act  In  this  matter,  bnt  on  the 
Impolse  (tf  Marjrlaod  and  Virginia,  717 ;  effect  of  the  re- 
flual  to  receive,  717;  to  receive,  and  immediately  re- 
ject, •omething  Ilka  Juggling,  717 ;  ftirtber  remarks,  71S; 
another petltlM  piaauited,  Hft;  UU  r^orted,  TSa 

Tbeae  petltlov  hare  been  coming  here  ercr  slnee  tha 
Ibnndatlon  of  the  Government,  7S9 ;  Bonthem  Benators 
ooold  not  more  efhotnally  co-open^  In  thevtewaof 
their  enemies  than  by  their  present  contse,  7S2 ;  vbj 
■re  we  bonnd  to  reibso  loTOoelTe  these  petltIoDs?7S9; 
to  rofbse  to  iMelra^  denied  the  right  of  being  heard, 
T2S;  Congreas  bo  power  to  emsndpatB  tiMsa  slnTes, 
7S8, 

Dntrofevairmembar  ftom  tha  Boath,718;  lusaot 
onr  oaoTie  been  panlj  dsAnstvor  TM;  aeaiiiBa  as  n 
agitator,  TSl 

Ptotastagalnst  the  esdtament  attemptod  on  Uils  floor 
ta  be  kept  up  against  the  North,  7S1 ;  no  oonrse  better 
salt  the  Northern  flmatloa,  784 ;  coarse  of  a  certain  news- 
papw,  TS5;  a  luatu  nattmu  Introdnced  here,  725;  a 
newspaper  tn  UUca  tntroduoed,  726;  otject  to  keep  the 
ball  of  contention  moving  between  the  North  and  Sontih, 
796;  tha  agitation  kept  np  by  mosey,  736;  new^M^ier 
paragraphs  read,  7S7 ;  agUtrflon  b««  wiU  promote  agita- 
tion elsewhere,  7S8;  proeae^ngi  of  a  eertain  press  la 
Washington,  7S8;  ogenta  at  tha  Sontb  seeklBg  to  bnild 
np  a  sectional  party,  72& 

Natore  of  oar  InatltatloitB,  729 ;  the  petitioners  are 
dtlsena  of  the  United  Stateai  780;  no  right  to  refbse  to 
receive  a  petition  from  a  dtlzon  of  the  United  States 
tondilng  a  matter  that  eonoenied  bim,  780 ;  words  of 
tho  emstttatlon,  TM ;  ezprasB  t«oognltio&  ctf  the  pre-ex- 
isting right,  781;  motions  belbn  the  Bonate,7Sl;  dis- 
tinction between  r^eotlng  the  petttltoi  and  the  pn^er 
of  it,  too  refined,  TM;  bonnd  to  recdvo  all  reipeetftil 
petitions  from  proper  persons,  783;  these  petitions 
shonldfidlow  tbensosl  conrM,78S;  tiiese doors  should 
be  dosed  against  the  snttJeet  ot  staveiy,  TS8;  the  Inoen- 


let  it  once  be  nndendoodttatlhemefadilthtt!-. 
tlthm  and  the  eanaa  Of  theaboUUoidshBMtiittcL 

together,  and  It  may  be  JUal,T8S;  where  tbarif^if^. 
UUon  derived,  788 ;  tt  la  said  the  conditnttao  wgdlu 
be  violated  by  &  refkml  to  receive  the  petItiiiQ,r> 
what  is  the  trao  hlotoiy  and  chaneter  of  tlw  irtKl:  - 
the  constitution  r  734;  Ulasald  togtsUtbtpnfciitL: 
be  nnoonatltiitional,  785;  the  qoeatkin  of  miflini. 
tamlDed  thirty  ysars  ago^  TBS;  aeprcsnttral  v- 
tnreqy  between  Ub«H^  tad  power,  OS;  wI^b^l. 
motkmnettoieertvef  785;  dlArsnDebetweatlKa- 
tlons,  788;  the  atrongeat  measnre  anritfoitnfi  & 
right  (rf  petition,  788. 

It  Is  said  to  reject  Isto  abiidga  theii^of  piEDa: 
It  is  Bald  to  reject  Is  to  render  the  rigfatrf  jflM 
empty  team,  787;  why  receive  thepetitiiM  »Ua » 
have  no  power  to  gtwtredreast  787;  fnrthnlEtdlc.n'. 
789;  740;  motion  to  iMslve  poised,  741;  jnjcfrf^' 
lionets  nfeeted,  742. 

Farther  petlttona  praentod,  T0 ;  doUos  to 
to  a  committee;  742 ;  what  the  petUoaes  sit,  % 
early  action  of  Congress  on  this  Batdect,7fi;Uliii> 
table,  748.— i8m  IntUxi,  vola.  0;  9, 10, 11 
Sawry,  Jfegro,  in  Sovlh  Amtrita.—Ste  Jada.  n!.  i 
Savtry,  Reaoluticnt  relaiiva  to,  in  Ktm  Sates.-^  hr 

dm,  vola  8,  0,  and  Index,  ftA.  %,  TtrrVorvt- 
Slavea,  Cbosf  Jivtuportation  4^—SatI»iK,nL.l 
JSbmt  AvortadL-iS^  Adao^  Toll.  6,9;  i>«.Afl<f^« 
/Mte^  Tols.  ^  «,  7;  Dot.  JinporfatfM ^mhlt 
voL  6,  and  Indea,  -voL  &,  DutUt  mAi^,- Afr 
damnitif  ftir,  «m  Indtsa,  toL  0 ;  Do.  Jfifralm 
Indta,  vol  6;  Do.  PMtbnu,  taa 
4,8. 

Sb»s  7>ad«.—SeeJndeea,-TOiB.%^7,9. 
SiiOAitK,  JoKATiuiT,  BeprasentatlveframOHtB 
Sloopt  nf  War.~&i  ImMmb,  vol  7. 
Smaa  Armtd  Tssssb:— jSm  Indtb,  roL  SL 
SsMtt^iifML— In  the  HbiHe,  leme  to  brills  lUi^ 

to,  granted,  4Sk 
Siarn,  FunciB  0.  J.,  BepreaentatlTO  fteo  TUm,^-  * 

the  writings  of  Washington,  S79. 
Sjaro,  JoBK,  the  com  <^,Sae  Jndae,  vol  & 
Sunn,  Nathan,  on  the  compromise  bill,  111  i  nlx^^ 

nation,  116;  Senator  fh>m  Connectkot,  IB.  f 

aenta  distress  memorials  from  ConnedleB^  ^\ ^ 

o(Toa 

AnOkMiirfte  InaMMon,  meaasgs  leUfve  ^W:  >£• 
^ipolid  an  agent  relative  to  the  legacy,  pMHd,TC 

SbUiars  (/Oe  A«wM<0M.-^aw  Ada^TDk  ^  t 

jSomA  JmtrtwM  Statet.—^  Indtcr,  voh.  S,  T. 

BouAAituriean  and  other  JBMtmt.-laat'B'm^^ 
proprlaUon  blU  conslderod,  465;  the  Soa»^-' 
Infbnned  why  It  Is  Jndged  necessary  to  ablSii  F 
manent  relaUooa  between  Belglam  sad  lUitoc? 
466 ;  eonutriea  at  whldi  we  have  no  tOiam  «: 
»rf  onr  diplomatic  prooeedlngs  at  tte  fliitw!"W 
of  UieOoTemment,46«;  m>f8,4«7;  tbenuaBt&« 
*  fbr  these  missions  oakod  ftr,  467. 

To  what  department  has  theconrtitatloDkltt:''^ 
ddlng  what  shaU  be  the  diiricnttatlo  reUtioBa !  « 
the  subject  pass  under  our  review  befcr*  «r  *^ 
mlsrion  Is  established  7467;  nuutoorGovsramaii** 
quired  to  re-prove  oveiy  year  the  nesnritr  * 

stonsr  463;  theoI^Jeoti««I<»«'»"**'*'^'*'^u 
diplomacy  ftf  this  ooantry.418;  tfoartateiMB™* 
two  porUona  of  Belglnm,  whn  eoidcliMd.  *^ 
worthy  of  F»esrwdon,  wl^  not  cqosDr  « ''t. 
portion  as  now  separatedf  468;  the 
America,  460;  why  was  not  the  BepnbUe  tt 
named  in UteUllt  470;  MexiwHW:**"*^  j 
won  bNtttat«l,-tt  b  said,  th4r  ^  Axtif  " 
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p«nsed  wltb,  <T1 ;  the  Vexloa  mlatkm,  4TB ;  Biimkw 
Ayiea,  47S :  fkurthw  nmarka,  Ct. 

It  ii  mlA  tbe  bordca  of  proof  In  ttlaiaiat  to  la  ^i^o* 
priatlon  fin-  a  rnlvloB  rests  not  m  tbe  ExeentlTe  but  as 
any  member  opposing  the  approprlatloo,  474 ;  acUoa  of 
Pnwideiit  Washington,  474 ;  actton  of  the  House  In  con- 
Mqnenoe,  4T4 ;  right  of  tbe  Honse  to  demand  Informa- 
tion whanerer  called  to  vote  money,  475;  hecaoae  we 
have  Dommerce  vilh  a  conntir  ve  are  not  bound  to 
fce^  np  d^kunatto  rolatlooa,  4I&;  a  tew  bets  fn  relation 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  477;  fbrther  remarks,  476;  motion  to 
strike  out,  lost,  47& 

8oviaaBD,Sjunru.L,8sBatorfiom  NewJassy,  188,686; 
presents  distress  m6moTlal^  898,  261;  presents  New 
Jersey  memorials,  SSI ;  on  Toung  Men's  distress  me- 
morial, 297;  on  EzocntlYe  patronage,  609;  on  the  ex- 
pnoglog  Besolation,G83;  on  the  ftirtUlcatlon  btUfUO; 
on  Texan  afltalta,TTilL 

SemA  OanUna,  OrOtttanet  <tfi—SO. 

SoM  CbroMuCr-Beaohttlons,  18;  do,  relatiTe  to  the  Presi- 
deatli  Prodamatlon,  IS;  proceedings  nlaUva  to,  mes- 
sigeon,18;  leaohttlons  of  Ur.  Calhann  idattva  to  tbo 
powers  of  the  goremment,  SS ;  do.  of  Hr.  Clayton,  87. 

SotclA  Oaroltna  rote  Ibr  President,  In  1688, 168. 

SouO,  CatvUtia  (Xaim*.—SM  IncUas,  vols.  9, 11. 

8ovi\  CaroUna  Frotett.'SM  Indea^  voL  la 

Spain,  rattfleatiwi  of  the  Treaty  of  IBIV,  Me  IndM,  Tot  7. 

Spamolib,  Dattd,  Bepreaentstlve  Ihim  Ohio,  886. 

8pt^  Paj/msnU  by  Ms  Ftdaral  TVwissrp.— In  the  Benato, 
a  luolatlon  relative  to^  oUtared,  T60;  ramaAa,  TOOi 

i^aet»Paymeia».~8t»  AAa^  toL  K. 

i^teela,  nwuportaUoti  e(f,  in  PmbUa  armed  MsseKa— iSm 
/iHta^v^?. 

Spstonr,  Jassi,  Bepreaentatlvo  fhnn  North  Carolina,  885 ; 
on  tbe  purchase  ut  books,  416 ;  on  a  gold  medal  to  Col- 
onel Croghan,  66a  iSss /ndM,  vola  10,  II. 

Spkaodb,  Pblxo,  Senator  fhim  Maine,  198 ;  presents  a  dls- 
trasamenH^al,  S61 ;  presents  stress  memorlala,  877; ; 
on  the  Uataw  mnnoilBli^  808 ;  on  the  pdd  eoln  blQ, 
8S&  As  AdM^  Tola.  8;  8^10^11. 

Stsxdxfbb,  Jum,  BeproseatattT*  from  Tina— wa,  886. 

Siais  Bal^ino«t.—SM  Indt^  voL  8. 

St.  DomtnQO.—3ea  Indtm,  vols.  S,  T. 

Ststzdsoit,  Axvwkw,  address  in  response  to  a  vote  ot  thsnks 
as  Speaker,  191 ;  Bepresentstlve  fhnn  Virginia,  885 ; 
elected  Speaker,  8S9 ;  bis  sddreis,  839 ;  reBlgn^  478 ;  ad- 
dress, 479 ;  vote  of  tlianks  to,  88a  As /ndsov  vols.  8, 
M(M1. 

OnwAXS,  AKsncw,  on  distribntlng  the  smplns  nranno, 
148;  on  the  compromise  bill,  173;  "Rrrmnmitittm  ftom 
Pennsylvania,  886 ;  on  the  local  bank  deposit  regulation 
MIOSIS.        ihdsai, vols. »,  10, n. 

.Stoat,  ^tM  XUttm,  Jfea.—SM  Index,  voL  8. 

SrocETOtr,  Tnoius  H.,  chosen  CbaphUn  of  the  Honse,  890. 

flroSDXBT,  JoskTh  BepresentatlveflKHDlbrylaa^aSO. 

auabiUtg  ^SbaM.—SuJndtai,  vol.  9. 

AO^rmrtatAkuemaHa,  B^f^^t^^SM  JnduB,  toL  Ol 

Ac^8mw4i»  ITwv— AsAdM^  vol  & 

Sitgar  £b«A— As  hidtu,  voL  10; 

BtiQar,  Drawfxysb  o*  Bfft»td.—SM  £id«^ToL  U^ZMIM 

on  Atporte. 
Amdoy  JTotis.— As  InOm,  vols.  6,  T,  10^  IL 
BmprmtOovrt—BM  IndM),  -kA.  10. 
amvum-Qmma  qftU  ITavv.See  Index,  vol  la 

A>r«qftir-0siural «!' iIUH9la,--In  tba  Honae,  a  bni  lalattTO 

to,  650. 

SiTTHXBi.AiR>,  J.  R,  on  tbe  eoMpwuiise  bill,  179;  Bqm- 
sentattvefromPettnsylvsala,885L  iSss /ndeot,  vols.  10, 
11. 

AMrfsn,  {bmmtrdat  IntaroounB  vUXSm  Indem,  voL  9. 
Swift.  BBTMMm,  flenator  fton  Tansoat,  188^  IB6L 


TaiuupoH,  N.  P^  Senator  ftom  Baw  Totk,  198,  686;  on 

the  rsmoral  oftba  depositi,  S7S. 
TbflMs,  iMraelL— As         vols.  8,  D)  6 ;  i>o.  Far,  ass /ndeov 

vol  6. 

Tatlok,  Willux  p.,  Bepresentatlve  ftom  Virginia,  889. 

TATLoa,  WiLLUK,  Bopressntativo  from  New  To^  886. 

TlmnetsM,  Admiaaion  t^.—8t«  JnddU,  voL  L 

nnnMSM  Land  dainu^—See  Indeee,  vol.  la  « 

TbMMSSSd,  B^fi*94  Land*  in.— As  Index,  roL  10. 

TmtneMM,  vote  for  President  In  1883, 168. 

TirHtoriat  Oov^mmta,—8ie  Index,  vol.  4L 

TeFrUorU$.--8M  Indge,  vols.  1,  S,  8, 4,  6L 

Tiwas,  JtecoffttMon  o/.'-la  the  Senate,  memorials  relaUve 
to,  presented,  T61 ;  solicitude  felt  fn  tbe  straggle,  76B ; 
not  the  time  fi>r  Congreia  to  sanction  any  act  beyond 
tha  presemtloa  oTonr  nentrallfy,  T6L 

Memorials fh>m  North  CsroUna  and  Hlssisslp^  768; 
the  inflmnotlon  from  Texas  nnoffldsl.  768;  have  rsoog- 
nlied Oovamatanta  dajiietff,  768;  inlbnnatlon,  nllaUo, 
wanted,  764.;  TexasshonldbeapartorthlaUnloa,  764; 
memorials  referred,  766;  report,  7T8;  debate,  TI8;  re- 
cognition carried,  T78, 

TnoMAR,  FxAKOis,  Repreeentatlve  from  Unrlaiid,  88Sl  As 
Index,  voL  11.  • 

TnoKAB,  FniLSWHr,  BaproMntallve  from  jMnUauM,  8S6L 
As  Index,  voL  IL 

TnoxsoK,  Jonsr,  Bepresentotive  from  Ohio, 888.  8m  Index, 
Tola,  10, 11. 

TiFToir,  Jomr,  Senator  fh>m  Indiana,  198^686;  «n  tbe  anth- 
em bonndary  of  Ohio,  807. 

TtOe  (^Pretident^Saa  Index,  voh  6. 

ToHumoif,  OiDaoM,  Senator  from  Gonneoticnt,  198,  686; 
presents  distress  memorials,  280;  on  tbo  decease  of 
Nathan  Smith,  TOa  As  Ind«r,  vols.  0, 7, 8, »,  11. 

ToHPKUv,  OmaBTOTHH,  Bepmentettve  from  Santacky, 
8861  As/Ad««,T0LlL 

TtgWfffYgiiWMl  AtTMya-^As  iiiftas^  Ttd.  11. 

Tc/rpedo  Jfitpetiment^See  Index,  voL  7. 

J)m»encmd  SedUbfn  defined— See  Index,  toL  8. 

TVaosott,  Pvni^imMi  ^— As  In^^  vol  6. 

TVsaswry.— -As  Index,  voL  6. 

TVsosurt/  Bu&dinQ,~la  tbe  Home,  a  message  relatiTe  to 
tbe  boning  847. 

Treaeuty  Xolii.—See  Index,  tdL  Ol 

nwiNss,arii  theintitiprtntavBrataULamt—lii  tbaBen- 
atSi.  a  memorU  (kom  oertslircaierokees  pnsoBtod,  Ul ; 
tbo  question  of  the  sopremaoy  of  Indian  treaties,  081 ; 
some  of  tbe  gronnds  upon  irUeh  the  States  have  acted 
sbonld  bo  noticed,  581;  States  supremo  within  their 
limits,  081 ;  Ustoricsl  sketch,  OSl ;  how  shaU  tbo  BUtes 
bo  iaduoed  to  resolnd  their  lawsl  689;  origin  of  the 
pMoj  of  removing  the  lodlans,  068;  dlstlnetlon  ba> 
tweea  arrangemanti  undo  irlth  the  Indian  tribaa  fttr 
tbslr  pntaetlMi,  and  treatlai  with  fineign  powei^  068; 
a  vital  error  to  declare  these  arrangements  the  same  as 
treaties,  688;  doctrines  fit  JeSmoa  on  the  subject,  584; 
OMiisqnenoes  c^thls  view,  584 

Tyeatjf  qf  Ghent,  ConMniwfoH  nnder.—Sei  /sdso^  toL  & 

7Vwi<ir,  ..Vm  CrMifc.---As /ftdsR^ToL  9;  aad/Mte^ToLS,  - 
Osei  Indian  yegoUaUon. 

nwriy  wfft  Great  SHtai».—Sm  Index,  tdL  1. 

TVisofy  wOA  ^Mfo.— As  j(twl«^  Tol.  6. 

Tribunal  qfClatmi,  nsolntlOB  «,  188. 

TnTUBiru,  Joaara,  Beprasentatlve  fton  Coaneotlent, 
644. 

ntnttsA  CbmmtofOM,Pomrq^as  JVesfdsHt  fo  erffffeoto 

J(?8ffoM>-Ai  JmIsb,  Tt«.  IL 
Tuam,  Jam,  B^naantatlT*  ftwa  llairlaad,  8BD. 
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TcuBiLL,  Joel,  Beprosentatiro  from  Maw  York,  SS5. 
TwEiDT,  SAinrei^  £«preHcatative  from  Connectlcat,  8S& 
Tamntff-gwond  of  February.— la  tho  Honse,  n^lottnunent 

over,  moved  and  carried,  485. 
7\ec-Aird»  vote,  aee  Ind«r,  vol.  4 

Ttub,  Joux,  on  the  revenue  coUectl(ni  bill,  65;  Bciudur 
from  Vl^lnia,  193,  CSS;  presents  ft  (tUtiVH  memwlal, 
SS);  proscnta  reaolatloiu  and  inrtraotlinu  of  Vlrglnb 
AaMmbly,  80S ;  pnaeaU  dlatren  memorisk,  877 ;  ob 
French  spoliations,  53S ;  on  a  penal  c«de  In  the  Dlstilct 
of  Columbia,  G03;  chosen  President  pro  tern,  of  tho 
Senate,  639;  Us  sddns),  689;  reslgiu  bis  seat  la  tbo 
Bonate,  T29. 


Uniont  DtuotuUon  of.~Sa«  /n<2«B,  toI  4. 
OhUed  81am  and  Otorffitu—SMltuUBB,  toL  8. 
UnttUUd  BalonoM.—Sse  InOtu,  toL  S. 


VacetmOlim  <^  Indlaju.—8t6  Indtr,  yds.  1, 11. 

TiJ(  Bvuir,  Hum.  elutsd  Tlca-PnsldanC  16S ;  takes 
Ua  seat  as  President  tbe  Senate,  SOS;  bis  addnaa, 
SOS;  presldeB  In  tbe  Senate,  621  iSm  iiidra,  Tola.  T,  & 

Vamsupoil,  Aukut,  Sc^mentattve  from  Nev  Tnfc, 
SSL 

Tax  Uoimir,  Uaao  B,  SepresentotlTe  from  NewToric, 

aas. 

Tavcb,  Josmt,  BepresentatlTa  from  Ohio,  8SC;  on  the 

amy  eommlsiarlAt,  09,  W    Sm  Indm^  toL  IL 
FwmonJ;  Tote  Ibr  President  In  1888, 188. 
TnPiOKOK,  OnuAiT     on  tbe  ezpenaes  of  Pederal  Conita, 

18T;  on  the  redaction  of  dntles,  128,  183;  on  tbetariH; 

IH.    Sm  Jndtm,  toL  11. 
F«*a«I>  SeglaUrlng  and  CUaring.SM  Index,  toL  1. 
Viic  of  bill  to  allow  Interest  on  tbo  aoconnts  of  States,  II ; 

of  the  faubor  bill,  ISS;  of  the  bUl  llmlttng  sessions  of 

C<|ivres^  TTl. 
Fb»  and  M*ar  AdmUnlU^Sit  JMtu,  vol.  6. 
VlM-PrMidenCs  App0al.—8»t  IndeUy  toL  8. 
TiM-Pntident,  Powert  i^(h«.—8u  Indm,  vol  9. 
Tntoir,  Savdil  F.,  KepreMntatiTe  from  Ohio,  886.  See 

/»d«n,  vols.  T,  8,  B,  10, 11. 
Virffinia  Military  Zand».—SM  Jndea,  vols,  i,  6;  Do. 

Claim*,  tea  TndM,  vol.  11. 
Vtrginta  MUOary  Land  Vorrante.— In  tbe  Senate  a  bill 

granUng  an  addlllontf  qnantHy  of  land,  fto.,  oonstdered, 

eu ;  bill  passed,  689. 
■  Virginia  Land  Warrant«.—8e9  Inde^  toL  T. 
Vlrfftnia,  TOte  tm  President  in  1882, 1S8. 
Yot»  i^ApprobatUm.—Ste  IndM,  Ttd.  4 
Tekt,  ooantliig  (4  te  Prerideat^  10T. 


W 

ITaftaaK  and  JOami  Osna^— As  /nd^z,  toL  8. 
Waooahas,  O.  a..  Senator  from  Loolslana,  IM;  presente 

distress  memorials,  8St  8u  Tndea^,  ftH.  It 
WAOntK,  Dakucl  B.,  BepresentatlTO  from  Penneylrania, 

888. 

Walksb,  Bobest  J.,  Senator  from  Mlsalsslp^  686;  on  the 

rect^ltlon  of  Texan  Independence,  T6& 
WixL,  Qakkbt  Dh  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  686k 
War,  eonduct  i^the^—Ste  Index,  toL  & 
Waan,  Aamk,  Bepresentstiro  ftam  Her  York,  SSS. 
WABinnLL,  DAinBit  BepnmtatlTe  from  New  Tork,  8BK. 


ITaaUnfffon's  Sir(hdav.—8M  Index,  ■nill;  De. 
mmf,  sea  /Ad«a^  vols.  6,         Do.  Portrait,  m  ii- 
dex,Tola.  8,  II,  IS;  i>o.  £mhi4ii^  MsAdse, nil:. 
Statue,  eee  Indeai,  toL  11. 

WABBUtoTOH.— In  tbe  Roose,  a  resdutlen  ntadn  to  tti 
papers  (^698;  >olnt  rasoloUon  rdalintobfifjMM^ 
680;  laid  on  the  table,  fiSa 

WASBDMToSiiVrtratf  ^— lutbeHooM.attaolateitto- 
ed.fm 

Waehinfftan  City,  Capture tf.— See Bidm,tdil. 
'Watuodok,  Joset  O.,  BepreseatatlTC  frsB  Ftaai^ah 

886.  S*j/nd«i!,voLll. 
Watne,  James  H.,  Bepresentatlve  bom  Geoi^SS;* 
tho  Kentucky  contested  election,  88S;  in  tbe  jonkw 
ofbooks,443,  ^  Jiufitlh  Tola,l(l^lL 
Wkbstu,  Dakibl,  on  the  rerenne  eidlcetha  101,3.!%: 
on  the  eompromlae  bQl,  85 ;  olltes  leulntiai  «i  dt 
TarlH;  85;  on  borne  valoatlon,  lU;  «■  ndociks .' 
dtltie^  lis,  119;  Senator  from  HaMubuetti, !»;  a 
tho  report  relative  to  tbe  removal  of  th«  dipoiUii'^^ 
on  the  public  distreos,  245;  on  the  pnrcbue  «f  Mi 
for  members,  250,  251 ;  presents  a  dldreai  p^bu  in 
New  Bedford,  89S;  reports  on  the  porchaworbocbi^; 
presents  ftuther  distress  memorisb,  VS\  <a  Ltsade 
County  memorial,  870;  onPhUadetpUsnwdoda'at- 
noilsl,  279;  on  Now ToA memorial,  «t\  fmtu' 
Boston  memorial,  S7T;  on  reclactcriiigariii^^au 
Bank,  378;  presents  Pennsyivania  memwlifa,  !H:  ^ 
Lynn,  896 ;  on  the  Albany  memorial,  tao;  «i  ih  n» 
Ident's  Protest,  S50;  on  foreign  tlivet  tda).^-:^ 
deoaase  of  La&yette,  882 ;  on  Frendi  tt^Mm  pr.t 
to  1800, 68ft;  on  French  ^liattoBS,»l;wEus:^ 
patronage,  6H;  on  tbe  pablls  igpa^nSoot 
from  Hassachnaetts,  686;  on  recetrliii  Abtk:* 
rials,  788;  on  slavery  petitlona,  748;  ontf  s>Mw 
Lleber,  769;  on  fbdeial  specie  pB;mM.'*<«^ 
Mrs  In  Texas,  762;  on  the  ree(«nitlia 
on  Texan  aflnlrs,  T78. 
WaBSTEa,  Tatlok,  BepresentatlTa  frtm  (Hiia,Ct 
Weetem  Armory.— See  Indeai,  toIs.  7, 9, 1(L 
Wettem  Rivera,  Navigation  <if.—8eeIndeK,\Al 
Weet Point  Aeademg.—8ee  X»aiK,r>ie.^V\^'^ 
«M  Indeo,  Tola.  6,  10;  iHo.  PWtw**>**** 
9^10; 

Wbuuk,  Bbubkr;  BepreseotatlTe  trm  Ne* TAS 
Whtpe,  Caupbeli.  p.,  Ropresentatire  from  S(* 

OB  the  gold  orfn  bUI,  60&  See  ladtm,  rob  HI- 
■WarrK,  Edwaed       Eepi«BontotiTe  ftom  Uni^ 

See  Iitden,  Tola,  10, 11. 
White,  Htoh  L.,  chosen  President  |)«  («.  of  ™* 

8;  temftrks,8;  anawertoaToteof tta>k»,Ul;^ 

ftwn  Tennessee,  198,  6S6;  on  bdlsn  IMIa*'; 

the  ezpniwlnK  rwolntloo.  687.  A****"*" 

lOilL  ^ 
Wmn,  JoflBpH  M.,  Delegate  from  Flaild^ 

dalmfl,18a  aM/jMfc«B,Tols.S,9,10,ll- 
WJiitM,  OiHr  intnuton  on  Indian  rmmHO^ 

Indeee,  vol.  8. 
WhOnty'i  Patent  Biiiht~Se»IndiB>,'»^*-  ^ 
Wbrtlxset,  Elib&a,  BepressBtaUre  fton  ""^^y^ 
WmxTUBET,  Fexdebiox,  B«i>niawifitiT»  ^ 

SSOb  S»fIiideK,-nLU. 
Wioiajm,  Chabia     on  ths  bUl  ftr  thsv 

sto<±,i6r. 

ffltfowe  and  OrpAaa*.  Penalfin  to.Set  I*^^. 

WlUJE,  ElOKAED  H.,  As  OOSS  of.-^  3.  *8 ' 

WitDK,  BioHAED  H.,  Eeprosentatire  from  „ 
reduction  of  postage,  180;  on  the  neiaiff 
nnlliflcatlon,  IBO ;  on  the  Io*l  ™^ 
bill,DOBL 

WiLBiuM,  ZaxaHnr,  dsoeasi  oi; 
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WiLKim,  WiLUAJi,  fietifttor  from  PeimsjlranlB,  IBS ;  In- 
troduces a  bill  on  French  tpoUtttloDt,  11 ;  on  npprcpria- 
tlouof  Und  Mles,2T;  on  tbe  revenne  colltetlon  bill, 
SS;  votes  for  u  Yloft-Pnuident,  1C8;  on  the  memorial 
of  the  depodts,  SSA.  As/iuIm),  toL  IL 

Wnuufl,  Ixwn,  BepressntiBTe  from  North  CaroIfBa, 
986;  on  relinqnlaUngtlio  pnbUo  lands,  120;  on  claims 
on  France,  4T&   Bm  Indta,  toIs.  T,  8,  9, 10, 11. 

Wiuov,  Emu  C^,  ReprcsenUtlTe  fh>m  Tlr^nia,  SS3. 

WiKi,  Wnxux,  Totes  for,  as  President,  168;  the  Bonate 
a^lonrn  to  attend  his  ftmerftl,  261. 

JFiaoonHn,  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  o^  619. 
.TFiBK,  HzKKT  A.,  BepresentatiTe  from  Virginia,  8S0;  on 
the  remonl  of  tbe  depodls,  4S1 ;  on  the  deceoae  of 
TboBUM  T.  Bool  din,  481 ;  <m  tbo  enstodr  ot  tba  pnbllo 
money,  481 ;  on  slarery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
AS;  on  the  TtWngsitf  Washington,  680i 

TOlS.  8,  11. 

Wttatrr,  BiLaB,  Jr.  Senator  from  Xew  York,  193, 666;  on 
rednctlon  of  dntloa,  110;  on  the  Kbodo  Island  Bcnator, 
268 ;  on  reebartcring  the  Unltod  States  Bonk,  231 ;  on  the 
cnmbei  of  distress  petitioners,  SM;  on  the  FresI dent's 
Fiotest,  883 ;  on  French  spoliations,  645 ;  on  Executive 
patronage,  600;  on  th«  fortiflcsHon  bm,  689,  610,  US; 
on  Teeeivlng  sUveiy  memorials,  716;  oa  dopoatts  vlth 
theBtirte^T6(S,rni  As  JiuI«h  vols.  Ift 


Y 

Tcuoo  FwehaH.—SM  Indm,  vols.  S,  8, 9. 

Jto  and  Kai/n,  Simate— Appropriation'of  land  sales,  23 ;  on 
the  revenue  ooUectton  UU,  111 ;  on  home  valuation,  116 ; 
on  reduoUon  of  duties,  110^  IVt,  121 ;  on  the  removal  of 
On  depodta^  801 ;  on  noaMng  the  Presidents  Protest. 
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850;  on  the  resolutions  condemning  tbo '  PresldenCs 
Protest,  883;  on'land  to  Polish  e.\llcs,  864;  isjlallvo  to 
tho  deposits,  86T;  roLatlvo  to  the  nortbcm  bouuikr7  of 
Ohio,  STO ;  on  the  purchase  of  books,  8S2 ;  on  the  gold 
cols  bill,  SS8 ;  on  French  relations,  ST7 ;  do.  spoliations, 
6T9;  on  printing  the  report  on  Executlro  patronage, 
686;  on  the  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  GoloneUohn  Idwrenco, 
696 ;  on  the  bill  relative  to  Exocntive  patronage,  ^ ; 
on  branches  of  the  mint,  621,  623;  on  grants  to  tho 
corporations  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  628 ;  on  the 
public  deposits, 6K[,  626,682;  on  tbeTli^lnia  mllltaiy 
huid  warrant  bill,  685;  on  the  report  on  tbo  attempted 
assassination,  OSS;  on  taking  up  the. expunging  resolu- 
tion, 686;  on  tho  expunging  resolution,  63S;  on  the 
fintUcatlon  bill,  611, 618 ;  on  reoelrlng  aUreiy  memo- 
rials, tia^  741, 743;  on  the  admlsdon  of  Michigan,  TtA ; 
on  the  admission  of  Arkansas,  762;  rolativa  to  the 
Smithson  legacy,  T60;  on  tho  landdlstribntlou  bill,  T61; 
on  the  fortification  and  revenue  bill,  T6S ;  on  luccudlorr 
publications,  TTl ;  on  rocbartcr  of  the  District  banks, 
T71;  on  deports  with  the  States,  TT3;  on  tho  atyoum- 
ment  veto,  7TS;  on  the  npplementarr  deposit  bill, 
777. 

£bM&— On  thsblU  fiirfhe  SBloarbank  itoelc,  167; 
on  engiosBtngOw  compromise  bin,lT6;  on  tho  com- 
promise Uil,  IBl ;  on  the  revenne  collection  blU,  191 ; 
on  deporits  In  the  United  States  Bank,  101 ;  on  the  res- 
olution respoctlng  the  report  relative  to  tho  removal 
of  the  deposits,  SOT;  on  the  pension  laws,  439 ;  on  tbo 
reduction  of  revenue,  439 ;  on  tbo  United  States  Bank, 
450;  on  the  restoration  of  tbo  deposits,  495;  on  the 
local  bank  deposit  regulation  bill,  619;  to  lay  on  tbo 
table  n  nsmivlal  on  sUver;  In  tbo  District  of  Colnmbla, 
666. 

Tousa^  EnnniD,  BepresentatlTO  from  Connecticut,  SSB; 
on  Captain  Nathan  Halo.  6B8.  AM/iu(«n,Tols.  10, 11. 
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